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Heart Walk scheduled for the Fall 
Staff Reports 
Staff Reporter 

This year's American Heart 
Association Rutherford County 
Heart Walk will take place here at 
MTSU on Sunday Sept. 19. 

Brenda Wunder, Gina Poff, 
Stuart Eddings and Alan Thomas 
are the four MTSU employees who 
have agreed to put forth time and 
effort as university leaders for this 
walk. Although the Heart Walk is 
for a good cause, there is a deeper, 
more personal reason why these 
people are getting involved in this 
particular event. Each have been 
personally affected by heart 
disease, which may explain why 
they chose to accept the jobs. They 
also hope to generate interest from 
other areas of the university. 

"My dad was the original Archie 
Bunker, very sedentary," said 
Wunder. the event coordinator. 
"When he had his heart attack at 
age 59, he had five by-passes. 
Someone from the AHA explained 
about the surgery and prepared us 
before we went in to see him 
afterwards. Later they visited his 
home, helped him learn how to 

walk, cook and get exercise. This 
was just a local group of volunteers 
working through the AHA. Had it 
not been for their care, I don't think 
dad would be so healthy today." 
• Poffs grandfather had a 
quintuple 
bypass and 
her father- 
in-law had a 
quadruple 
bypass, so 
you she's 
knows some 
of the 
background 
of the AHA's 
research and 
studies. 

"People on 
this campus 
need to get 
involved in 
this year's 
Heart Walk 
because heart disease touches 
nearly all of us directly or 
indirectly," she said. 

Eddings father died of a heart 
attack at age 50. Her maternal 
grandfather succumbed to a heart 
attack as well at age 39. 

"Think of all the emails we get 
from across campus announcing 
that someone's loved one has 
passed away from some form of 
heart disease," she said. "It is 
obvious that it touches quite 

Staff Photo 
This years Heart Walk leaders (left to right) Stuart 
Eddings. Brenda Wunder, Alan Thomas, and Gina 
Poff stand over an artificial patient in the care unit. 

literally all of us. We all need to 
get involved in the fight against the 
nation's number one killer, and we 
ought to get involved on the front 
end." 

Eddings and Poff both work in 
the office of Student Life and will 

help create student interest in this 
year's fund-raising event. 

Thomas' father suffered a minor 
heart attack about five years ago. 
Though he did not have to undergo 
surgery, Thomas, who said the 

Business Office director, said his 
father changed his lifestyle, even 
in spite of his love of the country 
cooking. 

"If you took a survey in your 
own college or department, 
probably eight out of ten families 
would say they were touched by 
heart disease and stroke," he 
said. 

All four want to encourage the 
greater MTSU community to 
reflect on how heart disease has 
or will touch their lives and get 
involved in this year's Heart 
Walk. The Walk will help raise 
money for continued research 
and education. In addition, 
walkers will be able to walk in 

honor of or in memory of a family 
member or friend. 

The Heart Walk kickoff party 
will be held on August 31 from 2 to 
4 p.m. in the Alumni Center. All 
department leaders and others are 
strongly encouraged to attend. The 

Customs participants 

played volleyball last 

Wednesday during a 

cookout held at the 

Recreation Center. 

They also enjoyed 

food and live music. 

Task Force aims towards improving 
growth and Development in Health 
and Human Services Professions 

Staff Reports 

A few years ago, President 
James E. Walker conceived the 
Academic Master Plan, a set of 
guidelines that the university is to 
follow as the new millennium 
approaches. The new plan was 
converted to a blueprint by a task 
force of 30 academicians, 
students, community leaders and 
representatives from the 
Tennessee Board of Regents. The 
task force will be led by Barbara 
Haskew, provost and vice 
president for Academic Affairs. 

Co-chaired by Peter Heller, 
chair of the Sociology and 
Anthropology Department, and 
Faye Johnson, of the office of 
Academic Affairs, the task force 
first met in 1996. Because of the 
efforts of this group, MTSU's 
academic course as been planned 
out for the next 15 years. 

The MTSU Academic Master 
Plan's first goal is to seek 
initiatives in the area of 
competitive advantages. They are 
determining MTSU's strengths 
and how they may affect the 
present and future needs of the 
area. 

There   are   eight   areas   of 

competitive advantages, one of 
them being health and human 
services. The Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Partnership, a sub 
task force, has been working to 
put their ideas and goals into 
action. The HHS Partnership is 
headed by Jo Edwards, holder of 
the Adams Chair in Health Care 
Services. The group is working to 
find out how MTSU can optimize 
the opportunities for ongoing 
growth and development in the 
health and human services 
professions. 

According to Edwards, this is a 
task that won't be easy. She said 
the university- community has to 
thoroughly examine itself to 
realize just how much is going on 
in that field already. 

"How do we get other people to 
see tha,t shared vision with us?," 
she asked. "That is a challenge 
for the task force." 

Edwards added that though it 
may not be realized, the human 
services disciplines have a very 
visible presence on campus. 

"We have a significant presence 
here but not a significant image," 
she said. "Look at the mission 
statement [of the university! and 
HHS does not constitute a part of 
that mission; yet, it constitutes a 

large part of the university." 
Edwards said that though 

human services has a very visible 
presence, created the desired 
image will come with its .-hare ol 
obstacles. 

"In the HHS programs here at 
MTSU, we have 34 majors, 
concentrations, minors, and 
numerous transdisciplinary 
programs housed in eight 
academic departments and for 
colleges. The graduates of these 
programs, representing 21 p'ercent 
of our graduates for the past 10 
years, make a substantial 
contribution to the health and 
welfare of the citizens in Middle 
Tennessee." 

Edwards pointed out the fact 
that many programs have become 
hidden or nearly unrelated as 
being an obstacle. She said the 
university has a strong 
undergraduate program in 
communication disorders, 
however, it has been hidden in 
Speech and Theatre. 

According to Edwards, there 
are other areas that need to be 
developed such as geriatrics, 
health-care management and 
graduate programs in nursing. 
She also said that she has hopes 
that   areas   such   as   sports 

nutrition and sports psychology 
will be brought together with the 
establishment of a MTSU sports 
management center. 

The HHS Partnership gathered 
recently to re-evaluate its 
standards, goals and strategies. 
Their first goal is to provide 
increased learning opportunities 
and resources for students. Next, 
they will enhance internal and 
external alliances. After doing so, 
they plan to improve the quality 
of life in the community by 
expanding the interaction 
between the university and the 
community 

"1 have found a lot of 
enthusiasm on campus for these 
changes," Edwards said. "I think 
people are genuinely enthused 
because there is already so much 
momentum at the university. Dr. 
Walker —that man just moves. 
He's so dynamic and so 
forwardthinking—I don't think we 
have to worry about moving too 
fast when we're still running to 
catch up with him. That set's the 
tone for everything." 

Those interested in learning 
more about HHS's future-oriented 
programs can reach Edwards this 
fall at 898-2905.1 

I ^:m iz No major 
made on the future 
of Abemathy and 
Ezell apartments 

Melanie McWhorter 
Staff Reporter 

Concrete engineers are in the process of testing MTSU's Ezell and 
Abernathy apartments to see the extent of the structural damage that 
was responsible for the evacuation of its residents last March. 

"Ezell and Abernathy will not be open for the 1999-2000 school year," 
Debra Sells, Director of Housing and Residential Life, said. "Housing has 
not yet made the decision whether or not to renovate. The Tennessee 
Board of Regents is assisting us in that decision-making process." 

Sells went on to explain that the engineers are investigating to 
determine if the buildings are repairable. MTSU will then compare the 
expense of renovating the buildings with the expenses of tearing them 
down, which can also be expensive. 

Another question that housing is seeking to find the answer to is 
whether the structural problems in Ezell and Abernathy are the result of 
faulty concrete mixing and pouring, or whether these problems were 
caused by environmental factors, such as ground shifting. 

If the problem is in the initial concrete mix, the concrete company may 
be at fault. But since Ezell and Abernathy apartments were built in 1972, 
it may be hard for MTSU to recover any money. 

This whole situation started last spring semester when chunks of 
concrete began falling from the ceilings and cracks began worsening in 
the concrete columns in Ezell and Abernathy halls. MTSU officials and 
building inspectors conferred and decided that for the safety of the 
students, it was imperative to evacuate Ezell and Abernathy Halls. 

Around March 7, the 330 apartment residents were notified that they 
had a week to move out. The residents were given the option of breaking 
their contracts and moving off campus or allowing housing to move them 
to different areas around campus. Many of these students were moved to 
regular dorm rooms, and some were moved to family student housing. 
Twenty-two people were even put in overflow housing (3 people to a 2- 
person room) in Corlew and Cummings Halls. 

Many of these displaced residents complained at a meeting held by 
Housing and Residential Life that housing had prior knowledge of this, 
and that they should have let them know earlier. The complaining was 
mostly quieted, though, when the students found out that every resident 
that was being forced to move was recieving a $125 refund from housing, 
and the students who chose to break their contracts and move off campus 
were recieving an additional $372. 

So far, the fate of Ezell and Abernathy remains to be seen.l 

Three days of 
peace, love, 
and pyromania 

William Kates 
Associated Press 

ROME, N.Y. (AP) - Although Woodstock "99 ended in fires, looting, 
vandalism and police being pelted with bottles and fruit, officials said the 
destruction was caused by a small segment of the concertgoers. 

"This festival did not collapse into chaos," Oneida County Executive 
Ralph Eannace said during a news conference Monday. "This festival had 
a very serious problem for a few hours last night." 

Local officials refused to call Sunday's episode at the three-day festival 
a riot. Two state troopers were among seven people injured in the melee 
before authorities regained control of fhe festival site just before 
daybreak Monday. One concertgoer suffered a broken leg and back 
injuries. 

Seven people were arrested on charges of rioting, disorderly conduct 
and criminal mischief. The chaos involved a few hundred youths from 
among a crowd of about 150,000 at the time, State Police Superintendent 
James McMahon said. 

Those caught on the festival grounds at the former military base had a 
much different perspective as they watched an unruly mob loot and burn 
a row of 12 tractor trailers, set fire to a small bus and several portable 
toilets, overturn a car and destroy several vendor booths, ATM machines, 
light stands and a speaker tower. 

Thousands cheered them on. 
"We felt threatened," said 52-year-old vendor Tom Fall, of Putney, Vt., 

who was packing to leave at midday Monday. "This was supposed to be 
peace, love and harmony. I was at the first Woodstock. That was a 
disaster also, but there was no violence. This completely blew me away." 

The violence erupted as the Red Hot Chili Peppers played the 
festival's closing set. 

State troopers were outside the festival grounds helping guide about 
75,000 people who left during the day Sunday. 

Security inside the festival was provided by a 1,250-person force that 
organizers said was not properly trained to handle a riot. 

With no one to stop them inside, the mob was left to rampage for 
nearly 90 minutes before 500 troopers in riot gear moved in. 

Woodstock organizers will have to pay for most of the rioting damage, 
officials said. 

Organizer Michael Lang, the man who dreamed up the original 
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Rivals put heads together 
to tackle Y2K problem 

Russ H\ mi m 
Associated Press Writer 

ATLANTA (AP) - While Delta 
Air Lines and its competitors spend 
their summer dueling over discount 
fares and fighting for frequent 
fliers, they're also teaming up to 
take on a common enemy - the Y2K 
bug. 

The nation's major airlines still 
want to beat each other out of a 
buck. But they're also swapping 
tips to ensure one another's 
computer systems don't crash when 
the year 2000 arrives. 

They aren't alone. Rival banks, 
phone companies, hospitals, electric 
utilities and other industries have 
reached a similar conclusion - 
there's little or no advantage to be 
gained from a competitor's Y2K 
catastrophe. 

"If one airline happens to have a 
(Y2K) problem the flying public is 
going to perceive the whole 
industry has a problem," said 
Walter Taylor. Atlanta-based 
Delta's vice president for 
technolog> 

The Year 2000 computer bug 
threatens computer programs that 
read dates using only two digits for 
the year. If computers read the 
year 00 as 1900 rather than 2000, 

they could spit out inaccurate data. 
In worst-case scenarios, it's a 

problem that could shut down 
airline reservation systems, short- 
circuit bank transactions, cause 
telephone networks to crash and 
scramble credit reports. 

So competitors are holding joint 
tests of their computer systems, 
sponsoring Y2K roundtables 
through their trade associations 
and pooling their money to pay 
consultants to target problem 
areas. 

"In a lot of ways, it's not 
altruism. It's a recognition of the 
fact that if the systems break down, 
everybody's going to be at risk," 
said John Koskinen, chairman of 
President Clinton's Council on Y2K 
Conversion. "They all need to live 
to fight another day and the best 
way to do that is to work together." 

Dave Johnson, a Bedminster, 
N.J.-based spokesman for AT&T 
Corp., said the reason for the 
cooperation is simple: "Corporate 
America is not stupid." 

AT&T and BellSouth Corp. have 
been locked in a series of regulatory 
fights over the Baby Bells' efforts to 
offer long-distance service and 
AT&T's attempts to expand into 
local telephone markets. 

They    recently    put    those 

differences aside to conduct tests 
together to ensure customers will 
be able to complete calls on New 
Year's Day. 

Each company set up labs to see 
how their phone switches would 
work when computer clocks were 
forwarded to Jan. 1, 2000. They 
tested local calls, long-distance 
calls, collect calls, calling-card calls, 
international calls and 911 calls. 

"We just think the overall health 
of the industry is more important 
than fighting over customers at 
this moment," said Clay Owen, 
Year 2000 spokesman for 
BellSouth. 

The cooperation hasn't been 
easy. BellSouth and AT&T spent 
months hashing out the details 
with their lawyers and contract 
negotiators before they could agree 
on what tests to conduct. 

And some corporations remain 
skittish about sharing information, 
afraid they might run afoul of 
antitrust laws or be sued for giving 
Y2K advice that doesn't work. 

Last year, Clinton signed into 
law two measures aimed at 
calming those fears. One prohibits 
companies from suing each other 
over faulty advice unless they can 
prove intentional deception. 

The     other      says      trade 

associations can collect Y2K 
information from members and 
allows companies to share 
information directly without fear of 
antitrust sanctions. 

Knowing many of their 
customers are edgy about possible 
Y2K disruptions, companies are 
getting together in part to reassure 
the public that things will be OK. 

The New York Clearing House, 
an association of nine New York 
banks, has been working to calm 
fears after focus groups showed 
people are worried that hype about 
the Y2K problem could induce 
panic. 

"One of the things we're trying 
to do is not to get them to 
overreact. All these industries are 
working hard, they're prepared," 
said George Thomas, director of 
information systems for the 
banking group. Not everybody's 
being so chummy when it comes to 
the Y2K bug, said Bruce Webster, a 
Dallas consultant who co-chairs the 
Washington-based Year 2000 
Group, an organization of 
professionals who work on Y2K 
issues. 

"The truth is, I think a lot of 
businesses hope their competitors 
have problems and may be 
counting on it," Webster said! 

Public funds 
should 
religious groups 
and charities 
Bush says 

Christy Hoppe 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 

National Registered Nurse Examination 
Lynn C. Parsons & Jean 

Hastings 

The MTSU School of Nursing 
has something to be proud of: a 
90^ passing rate on the National 
Council Licensure Examination for 
RNs (NCLEX-RNl to obtain a 
permit to practice as a RN. 

In April 1998. the passing 
standard for the NCLEX-RN was 
raised. RN candidates taking the 
NCLEX saw a 3-5Vf drop in 
examination scores, which was 
attributed to the higher pass 
standard. After the passing 
standard for RN Licensure was 
raised, the overall national average 
was 78^, with first time U.S. 
educated students averaging 85%. 

Registered Nurse candidates in 
Tennessee had higher scores than 
the national average with a mean 
score of 87.3%. During this same 
time, Middle Tennessee State 
University baccalaureate nurse 
graduates had an approximate 90% 
passing rate on the NCLEX-RN. 

The School of Nursing at MTSU 
graduates about 40 baccalaureate 
prepared Registered Nurses (RN) 
each Fall and Spring 
semester.These nurses begin to 
embark on their career in several 
specialty areas in health care from 
hospice nursing to critical care 
nursing. 

There are several pursuits open 
to nurses. Some may choose 
community health nursing and 

manage health promotion and 
disease prevention programs ; 
others may choose highly 
specialized fields such as pediatric 
cardiology. 

One entity all graduate nurses 
have in common is that they must 
take the NCLEX-RN. National 
Licensure examinations are 
administered to all students who 
graduate from nursing school. This 
examination assures that graduate 
nurses possess a minimum 
knowledge base, clinical skills, and 
the ability to provide safe and 
effective nursing        care. 
Additionally, passing this 
examination ensures consumers of 
health care that graduate nurses 
meet a standard of practice that is 

needed for entry level nursing 
positions. 

The NCLEX is administered 
by computer and titled a Computer 
Adaptive Test (CAT). The CAT 
differs from the previous NCLEX in 
that it is no longer a paper and 
pencil test. According to 
Springhouse (1998), questions on 
the CAT are adapted to the 
individual test-taker based on that 
individual's knowledge level. 
Initially, the examination poses a 
question of medium difficulty. If 
the question is answered correctly 
the next question will be more 
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INDIANAPOLIS - George W. Bush, in what he called a bold initiative 
based on his faith in faith, said Thursday that billions in public resources 
should be funneled to religious groups and charities to help the sick and 
needy. \ 

The GOP presidential front-runner also said that if religious beliefs are 
an important element of such programs, the government should allow it. 
And he suggested less stringent regulations so church-groups could 
compete for federal money without being swallowed in red tape. 

"In every instance where my administration sees a responsibility to 
help people, we will look first to the faith-based organizations, to charities 
find community groups that have shown their ability to save and change 
lives," Bush told 500 community workers at a church. 

In his speech, which was preceded by gospel music and prayer, Bush 
j>romised he would dedicate $8 billion during his first year as president 
for new tax credits and grants. 

They would be used, he said, to encourage Americans to give more to 
charity and boost the role of faith-based organizations in the fight to 
reduce Dpvertv. welfare rolls, crime and other social ills. 

His plan laterdrew questions on whether it crossed the constitutional 
ine that separates church and state. 

Carole Shields, president of People for the American Way, a civil 
iberties advocacy group in Washington, said Bush's idea might force 
eligion on people seeking help. 

"It's bad for religion and bad for the clients," she said. "For the clients, 
hey have to take the religion in order to get the service. For religion, the 
hurch has to be accountable for that money and that basically invades 
he integrity of that religion. Religion shouldn't be responsible to the 
;overnment." 

Bush told reporters that federal money would pay for social services 
lelivered by faith-based groups, not for the religious teachings espoused 
>y the groups. 

Still, he said, he expects those who disagree with his proposal would 
ile suit to prohibit religious organizations from running taxpayer-funded 
>rograms. 

"I am told by legal experts that my program will pass constitutional 
nuster," he said. "I would hope I have an attorney general who would be 
limble and able enough to defend this concept." 

Vice President Al Gore, the leader in the Democratic race for president. 
>reviously called for a "new partnership" between church and state. 

Tony Coelho, general chairman of the Gore campaign, said in a 
tatement, "We're glad to see George Bush following Al Gore's lead to* 
vork with faith-based organizations." 

The Indianapolis event marked the most detailed public policy speech 
-et by the Texas governor, whose  
ivals have accused him of avoiding jjjJSH 
ough stands on the issues. continued on page 3 

Bush  said he wants to allow 

Stop by the Student Publications Office (JUB 306) and pick up a complimentary 
pass to a special screening of Bowfinger at the Regal Hollywood 27 Theatre. 

Bowfinger opens nationwide August 13th! 
First come, first serve.  No purchase necessary. 



WOMENS 
continued from page 2 

taxpayers who do not itemize 
deductions to be able to deduct 
their donations to charity. He said 
70 percent of taxpayers cannot 
claim charitable donations. 

That would cost the federal 
government an estimated $6.3 
billion in revenue. He also would 
earmark $1.7 billion in new 
charitable grants. 

Under his plan, states could use 
federal welfare funds to replenish 
money they would lose by giving 
new tax credits to individuals and 
corporations who make charitable 
contributions. 

"Government cannot be replaced 
by charities. I know that, vou khow 

that. But it can welcome them as 
partners, not resent them as 
rivals," he said. 

His proposal also calls for 
allowing federal vouchers for 
parents who want to place their 
children in alternative after-school 
programs, and establishing faith- 
based ministry programs for 
federal prison inmates. 

Peri Arnold, a professor of public 
policy at the University of Notre 
Dame, said many charities have 
good ideas that deserve 
government support, but suddenly 
infusing the groups with a windfall 
of money could backfire. 

"You can understand why a 
well-intentioned politician says 
look at all those people out there so 
good at holding church suppers - 

they'd be good at coordinating and 
organizing relief to the poor. Well, 
that's a big leap of faith," Dr. 
Arnold said. 

He said some churches and 
private charities have 
administrators who could step into 
a larger role with greater 
accountability, "but I don't think 
they're a dime a dozen." 

Charity workers unused to 
recording expenditures and 
tracking results would have to be 
trained. And despite Bush's call for 
less bureaucracy and rules, the 
public will demand some form of 
reporting, Dr. Arnold said. 

That's public money. We don't 
want to just give that money out. 
We need them to be responsible," 
he said. 

Bush said he is committed to 
removing all remaining barriers to 
the participation of faith-based 
groups in government programs. 

"Sometimes our greatest need is 
not for more laws. It is for more 
conscience. Sometimes our greatest 
hope is not found in reform. It is 
found in redemption," he said in a 
speech that quoted Pope John Paul 
II and St. Francis. 

He said he would create an 
Office of Faith-Based Action that 
would report directly to the 
president. 

It would and would serve as a 
clearinghouse for information, help 
identify successful programs and 
assist faith-based organizations in 
their dealings with the federal 
government! 

NURSE 
continued from page 2 

difficult. Conversely, if the 
candidate answers the question 
incorrectly, the CAT will ask an 
easier question. The CAT process 
simplifies examining the 
competency of the test-taker. The 
NCLEX in the CAT format has a 
minimum number of 75 questions 
and a maximum number of 265 
questions. The test will end when 
the computer detects individual 
competency level in all test areas. 
On the other hand, if the computer 
does not detect competence at 
question 275, the computer will 
shut down and the candidate will 
be notified that the NCLEX-RN 
was not passed and that they 
must sit for the licensure 
examination at another time. 

The test bank for the NCLEX- 
RN     contains    thousands    of 

questions according to the major 
test categories recommended by 
the NCSBN. A frequent concern 
of RN candidates is the ability to 
use the computer for testing 
purposes with ease. However, 
several sources report that no 
computer experience is necessary. 
There will be brief instructions on 
the computer before the 
examination and a short practice 
session is provided as well. Only 
two keys are used for the NCLEX: 
the spacebar and the Enter key. 
All other keys are inoperable. The 
test is in multiple choice format, 
with four possible choices, and 
candidates must select the best 
answer. 

Examination results are sent 
to the Educational Testing Service 
and respective state boards of 
nursing. The state board of 
nursing notifies the candidate of 
test results within two to six 
weeks of taking the NCLEX. 

Questions include integrated 
content from all clinical areas of 
nursing. The NCSBN have 
identified four major content 
areas: safe and effective care 
environment. Health promotion 
and maintenance, psychosocial 
integrity, and physiological 
integrity. The following principles 
are integrated throughout these 
four categories: nursing process, 
caring, communication, cultural 
awareness, documentation, self- 
care, and teaching/learning. 
Student nurses must garner these 
concepts in all of their coursework 
throughout the four year 
baccalaureate nursing program. 

The nursing program at 
MTSU is considered a 2 + 2 
program. For the first two years, 
students take general studies 
courses and nursing prerequisites. 
Application must be made to the 
nursing program for the upper 
division nursing courses   taken in 

the last two years of the program. 
The upper division courses in 
nursing total 70 credit hours. The 
number of students accepted into 
the program is limited, therefore, 
progression into the program is 
competitive. The student's Grade 
Point Average (GPA) and 
Registered Nurse Entrance Exam 
(RNEE) scores are the major 
criteria used in the selection of 
entering the junior class. 

After successful completion of 
the nursing program, graduate 
nurses may sit for the NCLEX- 
RN. Coursework throughout the 
entire four-year program at MTSU 
prepares the graduate RN for the 
licensure examination. The 
caliber of education at MTSU is a 
big part of why our graduates 
score high on the NCLEX-RN and 
have significantly higher scores 
than the nation wide average on 
the licensure examination.! 
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OPINIONS 
"Were it left for me to decide whether 
we should have a government 
without newspapers, or newspapers 
without a government, I should not 
hesitate a moment to prefer the 
latter." 

—Thomas Jefferson 
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Editorial 
Thanks for the support 

i 
Well, we have reached the end of 

i our journey for the summer. This is 
• our last summer issue of "Sidelines." 
| We know you'll miss us and we will 
I definitely miss putting a paper 
I together for you each week.  However, 
' sometimes working for a campus 

newspaper, or any newspaper for that 
.ratter, can get very demanding. We 

| are going to take a break to focus on 
our finals and just enjoy what's left of 
our summer before classes begin again 
on August 23. 

Most of the summer staff members 
are still new to our college paper, then 
there are those of us who have been on 
staff for a while but have higher 
positions. Whatever the case my be, 
we have all learned a lot from working 
on "Sidelines." Though times can 
stressful, it is still very rewarding. 
"Sidelines* is a place where students 
.. in strengthen their writing skills, 
enhance their leadership abilities, 
develop strong friendships, build 
iesum.es and even earn a little money 
all at the same time. 

Just as it has been our pleasure 
patting the paper together and 
presenting it to the greater MTSU 
community, we hope that it has also 
bee,'i pleasurable reading it. We have 
worked hard to present campus, local, 
regional and national news.   We 
-ought to interest, inform, entertain 

sometimes even inspire our 
•aders and we would like to think we 

I accomplished that goal. 
I     We would like to thank all of you 
I wi.o supported us by picking up a 
i paper every Wednesday (sometimes 

Thursdays when we had printing 
I nroblems). We thank everyone for 
I their constructive criticism, which 
| helped us to become stronger.   We 
I ..ould like to thank everyone who took 

B to do interviews with us. 
Look out for the "Back to School" 

issue because it'll be filled with a lot of 
useful information for the new 
academic year.    Please continue 
supporting "Sidelines" and look for it 
every Monday and Thursday during 

fall and spring semesters. ■ 
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Gore not created equal in today's entertainment 
Tom Maurstad 

Knight-Ridder Newspapers 

Since that deadly day in Littleton, 
everyone is talking about media violence. 
Lawmakers have proposed bills and just 
launched a public-pressure campaign to 
reduce it; television and radio talk shows 
have hosted experts denouncing it; 
newspapers and magazines have featured 
columns and essays bemoaning it. 

But what are we talking about when we 
talk about media violence? To judge by the 
debate thus far, it might seem a simple 
question, requiring simple solutions - pass a 
law, establish ratings, toughen 
enforcement. 

But, in fact, just the opposite is true. 
Though we speak of it in singular terms, 
media violence is a catch-all phrase 
covering a wide range of distinct and even 
contradictory experiences. 

This is hardly surprising in a culture of 
wall-to-wall media where violence is a 
national pastime. Eskimos have a dozen 
words to describe different kinds of snow, 
but we chug along through an unending 
electronic blizzard of gunfights, car wrecks 
and body slams with nothing more than a 
couple of clunky phrases - media violence, 
violent entertainment - to help us find our 
way through the storm 

"You hear people talk, 1 have reporters 
calling all the time these days asking 
questions as if all the violent content in 
entertainment is the same thing," says 
Robert J. Thompson, a television and pop 
culture professor at Syracuse University. 
"It's like TV Television is at once sacred 
and profane, educational and stupid, funny 
and not funny. Depending on what you 
watch and how you watch it. TV is all kinds 
of stuff The same is true of violence." 

As the entertainment industry is quick 
to point out, pop culture is an easy and 
popular target in the wake of tragedies such 

as the Colorado school shootings. And just 
as critics and politicians in the 1950s, 
concerned by what they saw as a rising tide 
of juvenile delinquency, pointed to violent 
comic books as the cause, today it is violent 
films and computer games that are being 
singled out. 

Last week, lawmakers including Texas 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison announced an 
"Appeal to Hollywood" to pressure the 
industry to voluntarily reduce sexual 
content and violence. A proposed six-point 
code of conduct asks executives to commit 
to an "overall reduction in the level of 
entertainment violence." 

As the saying goes, the more things 
change... 

What we need, it seems, to help us 
decide whether this burst of media violence 
is harmless and that splatter is unhealthy 
is a glossary of gore, some system by which 
to sift through and categorize the multitude 
of violent entertainment that envelops us. 
The password of such a project? Context. 
All violence, after all, is not created equal. 

There is, for examole. the praohicallv 
realistic violence of today's teen slasher 
movies vs. the all-but-bloodless carnage of 
gangster movies from the "40s. There is 
violence that is an essential part of the 
story being told, as in "The Godfather," and 
the eye-candy violence of just about any 
action movie made in the last 10 years. 

Such fare is a far cry from the roots of 
hyperviolent cinema, in the late "60s/early 
70s and the films of directors such as Sam 
Peckinpah ("The Wild Bunch"' and Arthur 
Penn ("Bonnie and Clyd 

It's hard to imagine such a thing in our 
post-"Sere am" world, in which violent 
movies aspire to be clever celebrations of 
movie violence. The gore in movies such as 
"I Still Know What You Did Last Summer" 
is so wantonly excessive, so fountains-of- 
blood fantastic, it takes on a cartoonist] 
quality. That certainly seems to be the way 
such movies' target audience of teens 

watches them; the teens giggle as often as 
they groan, making a game of the gore as 
they try to guess who's, going to get 
disemboweled next. 

Over on television, the story is the same, 
in a different way. Compare today with 
previous eras, such as the late '70s when 
"S.W.A.T." and "Starsky and Hutch" 
reigned over prime time 
and   provided  weekly   ————— 
installments of bloodless 
carnage. Even back in 
the quainter times of the 
'50s, TV had shows such 
as "The Rifleman,"' whose 
weekly climax was its 
hero shooting some bad 
guy- 

These days, fictional 
violence is all but dead 
and gone on television. 
In fact, one of the 
highest-rated shows in 
prime time, "ER," is a 
show that turns the old- 
school formula of 
consequence-less violence 
on its head. It is a show 
that deals with violence's 
consequences whi'le only 
rarely showing the 
violence itself. 

In   its   place,   real 
violence is alive amd well     
on television. First, there 
is the "real" violence of professional 
wrestling. The weekly broadcasts of the 
WWF and the WCW are cable TVs most 
consistently top-raited audience grabbers. 

The other formi of reaWiolence requires 
no quotation marks. It is all the voyeuristic 
video shows pepp-ering nightly broadcasts. 
In the beginning, there was "Cops." But 
almost a decade later, the genre it helped 
create is booming. From a Fox series such 
as "When Animals Attack" to NBC's 
"World's Most Amazing Videos," viewers no 

longer need to bother with cheesy 
reproductions of violence. They can watch 
the real thing, whether it be a fistfight or a 
car wreck. 

So which is worse, bloodless gore or 
graphic gore? Which do we need to be more 
worried about, a computer game's first- 
person simulations or a TV show's video 

voyeurism?   Is   violent 
—^^———   entertainment that shows 

consequences less 
dangerous than 
entertainment in which 
violence is gaudy and 
cartoonish? 

That's the problem - no 
one really knows for sure. 

"There have been, 
literally, thousands of 
studies," says Tim Burke, a 
cultural history professor 
and co-author of "Saturday 
Morning Fever; Growing 
Up With Cartoon Culture." 
"And the only indisputable 
foot *U~* 1  Ixwiyi 
absolutely established is 
that those studies have 
kept      hundreds      of 
academics off the street 

Robert J. Thompson and gainfully employed. 
professor at Syracuse      "When   you   analyze 

University these studies, what you see 
 '_ again and again is that 

they treat all 
represeptations of violence the same, they 
make no distinction between someone 
getting hit in the head with a cartoon frying 
pan and someone getting shot down on an 
episode of 'NYPD Blue.' 

"No amount of research is going to 
change the fact that what we are talking 
about is subtle and situational. All this stuff 
- movies, TV, video games - is raw material. 
It's what a few people do with it that causes 
problems. We can't look to academics or 
politicians for an answer."! 

"It's like TV: 
Television is at once 
sacred and profane, 

educational and 
stupid, funny and 

not funny. 
Depending on what 
you watch and how 
you watch it, TV is 

all kinds of stuff. Thp 
same is true of 

violence." 

JFK Jr.: The making of a journalist 
Charles McCorkle Hauser 

Knight-Ridder Newspapers 

CHAUTAUQUA, N.Y. - The 
young man sitting across the desk 
from me listened respectfully. I was 
working hard to sell him on the 
advantages of spending his last 
summer before college graduation as 
an intern reporter on the Providence 
Journal. 

"You're a good writer," I said, "and 
I'd like to make a journalist out of 
you." 

Politely, John F. Kennedy Jr. told 
me that the offer sounded inviting - 
just what he might want to do during 
his summer vacation from Brown 
University - but he had some other 
possibilities to consider. He would 
have to let me know. 

I was sure I had him hooked. I 
even passed the word around at the 
Journal, where I was executive 
editor, that I thought I had signed 
him up as one of our summer interns. 

But it was not to be. One of the 
"other possibilities" turned out to be 
a challenging job with the 
Democratic National Committee in 
Washington. He chose politics over 
journalism. 

During John's years at Brown, our 
policy on the Journal was to let him 
live a normal life as a student, and 
not to stalk him for photos and news 
about his activities on campus. He 
got into print only when he chose 
some public role, such as appearing 

in a play. 
In the fall of 1980, Howard 

Swearer, president of Brown, invited 
me to become a part-time faculty 
member. As an adjunct associate 
professor in the English Department, 
I was assigned to teach a course 
called - I didn't pick the name - 
"journalistic writing." 

There were only 10 students in 
the class, and I immediately 
recognized the handsome, dark- 
haired young man wearing an orange 
and black dashiki. John turned out to 
be one of the two best writers in the 
class. (The other young man. whose 
name I don't remember, was also 
offered a Journal internship, and 
accepted.) 

I must admit I also don't 
remember the subject matter of the 
nonfiction stories John wrote for my 
class, and I can't check my files. 
because I have left them back in 
North Carolina while I spend the 
summer here in this corner of upper 
New York State. 

But I remember clearly how 
talented he was: articul 
thoughtful and comfortable with the 
English language. He took criticism 
well, and was a fast learner in the 
technical aspects of writing 
nonfiction. 

He was also a modest and 
courteous young man - the kind you'd 
be proud to have in your family. 

He was prompt in turning in 
assignments, with one exception. In 

lieu of a final exam, I had assigned a 
major writing project to each class 
member. John did not deliver his by 
the end of the semester. I had to give 
him a grade of "I" (for Incomplete). 
That meant he would not be credited 
with passing the course until he 
produced the missing paper. 

He had a one-year deadline to 
accomplish that, and, as I recall, he 
took most of that time. At some point 
in his senior year, he sent the paper 
to me at the Journal, and I filled out 
the required form to change the "I" to 
a "B"; the lateness cost him the "A" 
grade he otherwise deserved. 

Except for observing him in class 
and during the one-on-one 
conferences we held to discuss his 
writing, I knew nothing of John's 
activities. He kept his life private, 
and the Journal respected that. 

Once, when I telephoned him in 
connection with the lateness of his 
final assignment, a woman's voice 
answered his apartment phone. So I 
knew he wasn't living like a hermit, 
but that was all I knew. 

I don't think that John was cut 
out for the life of a celebrity in this 
celebrity-worshipping age. I was glad 
he didn't use his legal training as a 
springboard to go into politics. And I 
cheered him on when he became 
tiiunder and editor of the Washington 
insider magazine he called George. 

In the end. he turned l.;« life 
toward journalism, after all. I like to 
think I helped him get there ■ 
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drink in more than just culture 
as 

by Jason Klabacha/University of Iowa 

SWANSEA, Wales (CPX) - When 
American students head overseas for a 

semester, they often find that, among other 
things, rules for drinking and hanging out in 

bars change. 
There's no need for a fake I.D. in most of Europe because the 

legal age to drink is 18. The freedom to imbibe and hang out in 
European bars is something many American students have to come 
to terms with. And while officials at the University of Wales at 
Swansea say Americans don't stand out as being lushes, it is clear 
that some handle the cultural shift better than others. 

Clint Knox, a senior at Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale, can attest to that. Soon after arriving in Swansea, a 
coastal town of about 2.5 million in southeast Wales, he could see 
just how much some students struggle with the freedoms Europe 
provides. 

"I woke my second night here about two in the morning to some 
girl screaming in French," he said. "It turns out my flat mate 
passed out in front of our building. He was so drunk a couple of US 
had to carry him inside and put him in his bed. 

"But he wasn't done yet," Knox continued. "He proceeded to role 
out of his bed and puke all over the place. Then to top it off. he 
pissed on the floor. It was quite a night, and I'll never forget it." 

Many of the 10,000 students at the university in Swansea come 
from around the world - places like England, France, Ireland, 
Scotland and the U.S. And many from outside America took their 
first drinks long before their 18th birthdays. It's not unusual for 
European parents to spot their kids small amounts of wine during 
dinner. 

"I didn't drink a lot when I was young, but when I did, my 
parents made sure I knew alcohol wasn't something to play with," 
said Nana Agyeman, a first-year student of genetics at the 
University of Wales at Swansea, from England. 

The social scene in Europe is, in many ways, just as centered 
around alcohol as the scene in the U.S. - if not more so. What 
makes Europe different, many U.S. students say, is the maturity 
with which Europeans drink. 

"People go out here and drink more than I'm used to," said Kelly 
McCracken, a sophomore at Iowa State University. "For the 
amount they drink, most people don't get that trashed and control 
themselves better compared to (the people) back home. 

"When people get drunk at home, they start fights and break 

things," she added. "Here they dance like mad." 
McCracken said she'll be sad not to get to order her own drinks 

when she returns to the U.S. 
"But there isn't much I can do about it," she said. 
And that doesn't make sense to some European students. Henry 

Lewis, a 19-year old student at Swansea from England, said if 
visiting the States, he would go about getting a drink the same way 
many underage American students do. 

"I'd break the law and get a fake I.D.," he said. "Here, drinking 
is socially acceptable and especially at university level. You're 
starting your independence." 

Many European students support arguments against the 21- 
and-older policies that have been made in the United States for 
years. They don't understand why the U.S. allows people under 21 
to have children, use credit cards, buy real estate, act 
independently of their parents and defend the country during 
wartime - and yet not allow them to consume alcohol. 

"It doesn't make any sense to me," said Arnaud Bertrand, a 
French student at Swansea. "I think (21> is too old for people to 
start drinking." 

In Europe, going out for a single drink is common among 
friends. Americans are quick to point out that consuming any more 
than that is cost prohibitive. Drinks are much more expensive 
across Britain. A pint of beer can cost anywhere from what would 
be in America SI.70 to $4.25. 

Danielle Soedt, a junior at Iowa State, said she had a tough time 
budgeting her money during her first month in Swansea. 

"I was going out practically everyday when I first got here," she 
said. "I wasn't going out and getting drunk, but I'd go out for a pint 
or two." 

Even though going out for one drink at a time might be more 
common, heavy alcohol consumption is apparent throughout 
Europe's pubs and clubs. And just like in the U.S., Wales has 
watched students who have had too much to drink die. 

Just last year - about the same time a Michigan State 
University student died after drinking 24 shots while celebrating 
his 21st birthday - a student at Swansea died on his 21st birthday 
after mixing hard liquor - "spirits" as its known in England and 
Wales - and drinking games. 

After the incident, drinking policies around Swansea changed. 
Bars no longer allow drinking games mixing spirits, and they no 
longer have promotions offering spirits drink specials. Bar owners 
in Michigan have made similar changes because of the death. 

The drinking death in Swansea shocked Emma Ferguson, the 
university's administrative director for American studies 

"It was the first time anything like that had ever happened 
around here to my knowledge," she said. 

In the United States, 20 students died because of excessive 
alcohol consumption last year. U.S. figures also indicate that more 
students than ever recognize that excessive drinking is a problem 
on their campus. 

American students are also finding it a trip to have to dress for a 
night on the town in Wales. Clothing is a big part of the social 
scheme, and no one - not even if they're only heading to the local 
pub - would dream of going out without looking "smart." Once pubs 
close at 11 p.m., students go to clubs, where dress codes are strictly 
enforced. 

Men typically wear sports coats and ties when they're club 
hopping, but for women, the dress code is a lot more racy than the 
one that guides women in the U.S. 

Agyeman, from England, said the prevailing stereotype of 
American women and their mode of dress is this: 

"They dress like nuns," she said. 
Given some of the outfits McCracken said she's seen on the 

European club seen, it's not hard to agree. She even said she 
doesn't think her mother would approve of the dressing habits she's 
adopted in England and might have to hide a few pictures when 
she gets home. 

"If I dressed in a short, tight, black skirt back home I would be 
called a slut, but here it's the norm," she said. "As soon as I get 
home, the clothes I wore here are going in the closet for life." 

Knox said he's had a hard time getting used to wearing pants 
other than blue jeans when he goes 
out at night, but now that he's 
more accustomed to it, he said 
he may continue to be a "smart- 
looking guy" when he gets 
back to the states. 

"I wasn't a slob back 
home, but I didn't look 
smart enough to get into 
a club (here) one night,' 
he said. "After that, I 
started dressing a lot 
nicer, wearing dress slacks 
and a button shirt. 

"I'm starting to get 
used to dressing up, and I 
sort of like it."B 

BPI holds Sixth Annual Billboard Dance Music Summit 
Gabe Frankel 
staff reporter 

Billboard magazine held its sixth annual Dance 
Music summit on July 14-16 at the Sherton Colony 
Square in Atlanta, GA. The summit featured daily 
panels on topics dealing with the Industry, artist 
showcases, parties, and plenty of schmoozing. Four of 
the five major labels, publishing companies, 
promotion companies, publicity firms,Indies, 
reporters, deejays, artists, and radio programmers 
were all in attendance. The days were split basically 
split into two parts with panels in the day and parties 
with showcases at night. Here's the scoop. 

The days begun with Industry panels concerning 
a number of issues. The keynote address kicked off 
the panel madness. Matt Jagger of Ministry Sound 
UK gave a passionate speech about the state of Dance 
music worldwide. Other panels included a "state of 
Indies" panel concerning issues in the Indy world. 
There, Peter Wohelski (who signed the Chemical 
Brothers) stressed the importance of owning your 
masters. A "Transistor Madness" panel discussed the 
1999 radio boom of Dance/Club music. Hosh Gureli of 
Arista and Seth Neiman of Music Choice were among 
the panelists. The "America Wake up" panel discussed 
possible reasons why Dance music is so prominent in 
Europe, virtually viewed as Pop there, is'nt having the 
same commercial impact here. The "Reality of the 
State of Dance Music" panel was hosted by Vince 

Degiorgio of RCA and debated the vocal vs. dub mix. 
This panel was highlighted by a heated verbal 
confrontation between Frank Ceralo of Epic and an 
unknown DJ who had to have the field mic almost 
ripped away from him. Phillip Dickersonl Billboard 
DJ), Victor Lee(Tommy Boy), Hex 
Hectortremixer/producer), Brinsley 
Evens! songwriter/producer), Maurice 
Joshualremixer/producer), and Jimmy Folise(Third 
Millenium Entertainment) were among the other 
panelists. 

The "Future of the Future" panel was hosted by 
Shelli Andranigian of Angranigian Media. This panel 
focussed on the where does Dance Music go from here. 
The panel got into the innevitable mp3 debate with 
Oliver Stumm of Liquid Groove argueing for the 
promotional impact against sales damaging 
propenents from the field. Helen Bruner 
(songwriter/artist), Ellyn Harris of Buzz Publicity, 
and Tom Ryan of CDuctive were among the panelists 
The "Ripped Off: The Reality of Bootlegging" panel 
touched on that touchy issue of illegal compilations 
that really gets the labels blood boiling. The finai 
panel was "Behind the Music:Artists Speak Out" 
hosted by Lisa Lisa. The panel was a platform for 
artists such as Love Inc, disco vetran Candi Staton, 
Inoj, and Duane Harden to discuss the issues 
concerning all Dance/Club artists. 

The nightlife of the summit was certainly alive. 
Nightly artist showcases had club artists! those sexy 
divas), DJs spinning.and plenty of drinks. The first 
night's party at Kaya was blessed by the energenic 

Gaellelbacked by a mean, full, live band), Kim 
English, and spinning by DJ Craig Rosenberry. The 
late portion of the party featured virtuosso DJ "Little" 
Louie Vega throwing down the wax. The second night 
of the summit at Fusion had a spectaculor 
performance by Inoj doing her retro take on "Ring my 
bell." Tommy Boy Club superstar Amber rocked with 
her hit "Sexual." Janice Robinson(newly signed to 
Warner Brothers Records), Duane Harden, Soul 
Dhamma, disco diva Candi Staton, and Judy Torres 
all gave mean performances. 

The event was hosted by Kevin Aviance of Wave 
Music who nearly stole the show with his musical 
performances and stage demeanor. The later portion 
of the night saw Brit DJs Superchumbo, June Joseph, 
and Mucho Macho spinning. The third nights party at 
Backstreet featured a slew of quality artists. Hosted 
by club vetran Lisa Lisa, this showcase had 
perfomances by Love Inc, Celeda, Joi Cardwell, Erin 
Hammilton, Kimra Lovelace. Byron Stingily, Sevana 
Stone, and Kristine W.(RCA). The later prtion moved 
over to Yin-Yang and featured awesome spinning by 
Oliver Stumm and Silk Hurley to name a few. 
Vernessa Mitchell, Ann Nesby. and CeCe Peniston 
carried the party into the early hours of the morning. 
The fourth and final night had a closing party at 
Warehouse that was hosted by Ricardo Companioni 
and Charles Bobo. 

It had performances by the British Beauty/Club 
Superstar Abigail, DJ Lydia Prim, and DJ Bumper. 
The performers were kind and gracious and they hung 
out with the attendees after their sets.The parties 

went from night to dawn and took no prisoners. 
The 1999 Billboard Dance Music Summit was an 

informitive party. The vibe there was very friendly 
and comfortable. Outside of every panel and showcase 
people were hanging out, having fun. All over the 
hotel you could find music people laughing, drinking, 
and schmoozing it up. Hundreds of buisness cards 
were exchanged. New friends were made and old 
friends reacquainted. People from all over the world 
came to celebrate the music they love. The 
overwhelming point that emerged from the event was 
that the Dance Music community must unite. A lot 
can be learned from the Hip Hop/R+B world. The 
Urbanaries always have each other on their albums, 
videos, and shows. That type of supportiveness, 
togetherness, and brilliant cross promotion are 
needed to help propel Dance Music back to 
commercial prominence in the America. 

Industry Notes: The Backstreet Boys sophmore 
release "Millenium" returned to number one on the 
Billboard Top 200 Albums Chart, ending the three 
week reign of Limp Bizkit who knocked them out of 
the summit, the Limp move to number two...Kid 
Rock's latest "Devil Without a Cause" was recently 
certified Platnium by the RIAA, as was Ja Rule's 
debut on Jay Z's imprint Murder Inc.... Teen 
sensation Britany Spears debut has now sold over five 
million units domestically and is predicted to reach 
Diamond status....Woodstock 99 ended on a bad note 
with concertgoers rioting and setting fires, so much 
for peace and love. ■ 
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Titans trying to avoid move 
Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
The Tennessee Titans prepare to 
open camp talking about how close 
they are to signing all of their 
draft picks and how much tougher 
the competition for starting jobs 
will be. How refreshing for a team 
that has been the butt of jokes the 
past three seasons. 

"We need a distraction-free 
camp," coach Jeff Fisher said. 
There are some things we have to 
contend with. Yet in no way do 
they match what we've dealt with 
the last couple of years. This camp 
is an exciting one. We're going to 
hit the field running." 

When rookies and selected 
veterans report Tuesday to the 
Titans' temporary practice facility, 
the only changes on the horizon 
are a move into their permanent 
practice facility in August and the 

debut of their new 67,500-seat 
stadium. 

Top draft pick Jevon Kearse 
is expected in camp on time as 
general manager Floyd Reese said 
Monday that 
he and 
Kearse's agent 
were very close to 
a deal. Reese also 
concluded 
contracts Monday 
with second-round tackle 
John Thornton, fifth- 
round quarterback Kevin 
Daft and seventh-round 
linebacker Phil Glover. Thornton, 
from West Virginia, received a 
three-year deal for the league 
minimum with a $720,000 signing 
bonus. 

Rookies and selected 
veterans begin practice 
Wednesday. When the entire team 
hits the field Sunday, the only 
worry will be keeping a job and 

not  about  how  few  fans  are 
watching. 

The Titans have enough to 
worry about on the field. They 
haven't reached the playoffs since 
1993, and Fisher's job is on the 

line if they fall short again. 
He shuffled his staff 

after last season, 
and a fullback has 
been added to the 
offense for more 
production. 

Fisher 
made it clear in 

minicamps that 
starting slots are up 

for grabs and that veterans 
shouldn't be complacent. The one 
person whose job isn't in jeopardy 
is quarterback Steve McNair 
despite the addition of veteran 
Neil O'Donnell. 

"Steve's our quarterback no 
doubt about that, and there never 
has been," Reese said. "We wanted 

to bring in a quality quarterback, 
and Neil is that." 

Being able to concentrate 
only on football will be a nice 
change for players who have 
played in three different cities the 
past three seasons and who found 
themselves studying maps to find 
their way around their first 
training camp in Tennessee in 
1997. 

To avoid moving twice 
before the season begins, the 
Titans are holding camp at their 
temporary practice facility, which 
is in the back of a medical 
building. Some veterans will be 
allowed to commute from home, 
while most players will stay at" a 
hotel across the road. 

"There's only a few things 
you need at camp," said Fisher. 
"You need a place to feed them. 
You need a place to practice, a 
place to meet and a place to sleep, 
and we've got that."! 

NFL players losing sight 
of the American Dream 

The Dream Team heads for Sydney 
Chris Sheridan 
Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
- Shaquille O'Neal probably wilkbe 
back, although Grant Hill's chances 
of being an Olympian again aren't 
so certain. As for the 12th man. it's 
a tossup. 

The U.S. men's basketball 
team said goodbye Monday to its 
three youngest players - Wally 
Szczerbiak. Elton Brand and 
Richard Hamilton - and began 
looking toward next summer's 2000 
Olympics in Sydney, Australia. 

The nine NBA veterans who 
won the Tournament of the 
Americas will return, with three 
other players added to the Olympic 
roster. 

"I think the one person that 
seems extremely likely is Shaq," 
said Russ Granik, the USA 
basketball president and NBA 
deputy commissioner. "Tim 
(Duncan) has been happy to say all 
month that we don't have a true 
center on the team, so I'd be 
surprised if he's not picked. 

"After that, there's a lot of 
great players and the committee 
will have some tough choices. Some 
of it will come down to position, 

some of it will come down to seeing 
if everyone's -till healthy." 

The U.S. team did not show 
any glaring weaknesses in Puerto 
Rico, although the lack of a 
physical low-post presence was 
obvious in the gold medal game. 
Canada's Todd MacCulloch, a 
second-round pick of the 
Philadelphia 76ers, finished with 
26 points and 14 rebounds simply 
by parking himself under the 
basket. 

With players like 
Yugoslavia's Vlade Divac, 
Lithuania's Arvydas Sabonis and 
Australia's Luc Longley expected at 
the Olympics, the U.S. team will 
need another big body. 

Hill was chosen for this team 
but withdrew because the 
tournament conflicted with his 
wedding. 

"Grant, like anybody else, 
will just have to wait until we get 
our committee together at the end 
of the year," Granik said. 

Granik said Karl Malone and 
Allen Iverson will be among the 
players considered for the Olympic 
roster. A big factor will be who's 
playing well early in the NBA 
season when the selection 
committee meets. 

NBA vice president Rod 
Thorn, a chief architect of the 
team, wants to Americans to add 
an outside shooter to complement 
3-point specialists Allan Houston, 
Steve Smith and, to a lesser degree, 
Gary Payton. 

The United States won its 10 
games by an average of 31.6 points, 
down slightly from the 1996 
Olympians' average margin of 32.3. 

The U.S. team reached 100 
points only four times in 10 games, 
a mark that was reached 25 times 
in 30 games by the three previous 
Dream Teams. 

This was the best defensive 
team, limiting opponents to 66.2 
points a game - more than four 
points lower than the 1996 team's 
70.3 points-against average. 

The biggest surprise was 
Kevin Garnett. The coaches, team 
executives and support staff were 
impressed with the attitude and 
maturity of the 22-year-old 
forward. 

Asked Sunday what he 
thought this team's signature was, 
Garnett paused several seconds. 

"Poise," he said. "Just when 
you guys thought it was going to be 
a challenge against Puerto Rico, or 
just when you thought a game 

might be close, we kept our poise 
and showed the type of team we 
are - the professionalism we 
possess." 

For Garnett, that 
professionalism manifested itself in 
everything from bowing to fans at 
the medal ceremony to frolicking 
with children in the pool alongside 
the team's luxury resort. 

The team's three weeks was 
filled as much with golf, gambling, 
jet skiiing and sun tanning as it 
was with basketball. 

There were no practices or 
shootarounds after the first full day 
in Puerto. Rico. During the games, 
the Americans turned up the 
energy when needed. 

"I think it's been much more 
fun than work," Houston said. "But 
when you have a team full of great 
competitors and players like this, 
you put pressure on yourself to 
play hard. 

''It really wasn't a work 
environment, but playing every 
single day for eight days took a toll 
on us. Other than that it was fun. I 
think playing together for three 
weeks will be an advantage rather 
than going to he Olympics without 
knowing each other."! 

.-""" 

Josh Ezzell 
Staff Reporter 

NFL players and teams are bringing shame upon themselves with 
I their actions. Players such as Jamal Anderson and Marshall Faulk are 
holding out, while the San Francisco 49ers recently signed former 
University of Nebraska star Lawrence Phillips. 

Anderson had a breakout season last year, rushing for 1,846 yards and 
14 touchdowns He led Atlanta to its first ever Super Bowl. 

Now he is holding out of training camp because he wants to] 
restructure his contract. He says that he will sit out the entire year if 

-necessary. 
Even if he succeeds in getting his contract renegotiated he will miss at 

least part of training camp.  As a result he will not be prepared for the 
i season. This will hurt him and his team,   the Falcons might not repeat 
. as NFC Champions. 

Marshall Faulk, of the St. Louis Rams, is also holding 6ut. He 
I recently turned down a seven year deal worth over $38 million. He has 
Avhined and complained about his situation in St. Louis. 

Thave two words of advice for Mr. Faulk: Grow Up. A seven year deal 
for more than $38 million is not too bad for someone as injury prone as 
him. Maybe he should try working in the Real World for a little while; 
he might then appreciate his situation a little more. 

Lawrence Phillips' situation is different, but still intriguing. While at 
l the University of Nebraska, Tom Osborne dismissed him from the team 
.after he beat up an ex-girlfriend.   Osborne later reinstated Phillips; 
Nebraska won the National Championship with a convincing victory over 
Florida. 

With the sixth pick in the 1996 NFL Draft, St. Louis selected Phillips. 
In one year with St. Louis he was arrested three times. He missed team 
meetings on a regular basis. When he showed up to the meetings he 
would usually sleep. Rams coach Dick Vermeil grew sick of Phillips' 
antics and cut him from the team. 

Shortly after St. Louis cut him, Phillips signed with the Miami 
Dolphins. He did not produce any results on the field. The Dolphins 
released him after he allegedly punched a woman in a Miami night club 
who refused to dance with him. 

Following this, he played with the 
Barcelona Dragons of NFL Europe 
where he was named the Offensive 
MVP of the league. A few teams in 
the NFL expressed interest in 
Phillips; San Francisco claims it 
needs a running back, and as a result, 
signed him on Monday to a two-year 
$2.25 million contract with a $425,000 
.signing bonus. 

"But times change, he's changed, 
;and we have a need," Bill Walsh said. 

Actions speak louder than words, 
Mr. Walsh, and Phillips action speak 
for themselves. 

San Francisco has really put its 
reputation as a quality organization 

,an the line by signing Phillips. 
Yes, San Francisco needs a 

-running back, but does it need the 
trouble Phillips could cause?l 

American cyclist Lance Armstrong wins personal 
and medical victory for the United States of America 

Daniel Q. Haney 
Associated Press 

Lance 
Armstrong's 

• victory in the Tour 
de France was made possible by another incredible 
triumph - medicine's ability to beat advanced cancer. 

In 1996, Armstrong's doctors in Austin, Texas, 
gave him the most feared of medical diagnoses: At age 
25, he had cancer. Not just that, but it had already 
spread throughout his body. 

In a way he was lucky because his form of 
malignancy, cancer of the testicles, is one of the 
unusual types of cancer in adults that can often be 
cured once it has spread. 

For Armstrong, like most victims, the first sign 
of trouble was a painless lump in one of his testicles. 
He ignored it for 5 1/2 months, thinking it was 
probably irritation from his competitive bicycle 
training. But when it grew sore and he began to cough 
up blood, he went to see a doctor. 

He had never heard of testicular cancer, which 
strikes 7,400 men in the United States annually and 
represents just 1 percent of all male cancers. But for 
men in their 20s and 30s, it is the leading form of 

cancer. 
Armstrong underwent surgery to have his right 

testicle removed and received one round of 
chemotherapy. Then he was sent to Indiana 
University Hospital in Indianapolis to see Dr. 
Lawrence Einhorn, an expert in testicular cancer. 

What Einhorn found was especially ominous. 
Doctors grade this kind of cancer by how far it has 
spread. Stage one disease is confined to the testicles 
and is completely curable. Stage two has spread to the 
abdominal lymph glands and is 98 percent curable. 
Stage three has traveled through the bloodstream to 
the lungs or beyond. Typically doctors can cure 80 
percent of these patients. 

"Stage three is the worst," Einhorn said. "He 
was a bad stage three." 

His cancer had spread extensively throughout 
his lungs, and there were also traces of it in his brain 
that had begun to cause headaches. 

Einhorn estimated that he had a 50 percent 
chance of being cured. Still, for an adult with widely 
spread malignancy, those are good odds. 

Twenty-five years ago, such a diagnosis would 

have led quickly to death. That was before the 
development of cisplatin, a platinum derivative that 
has become standard treatment for many kinds of 
tumors but is especially effective against testicular 
cancer. 

That fall and winter, Armstrong underwent 
three more five-day sessions of chemotherapy. Besides 
cisplatin, doctors gave him the drugs etoposide and 
ifosfamide. Ordinarily, they prefer the drug bleomycin 
to ifosfamide, because it is equally effective and less 
likely to cause nausea. But bleomycin can slightly 
injure the lungs 

"That damage is trivial for most people, but if 
someone is a world-class athlete, a slight reduction in 
lung function would lower their standing by several 
notches," Einhorn said. So the doctors settled on the 
nastier but ultimately safer ifosfamide. 

Armstrong continued to ride between 
treatments, and by late December his chemotherapy 
was over. But it was still unclear whether he was 
saved. Doctors monitor progress with chest X-rays and 
blood tests. 

His X-rays still showed abnormal growths in his 

lungs, but that could have been scar tissue, not cancer. 
Also, his alpha-fetoprotein levels were still high. 
Normally, this reading on blood tests is 1.5. Before 
treatment, his was 100,000. 

However, the blood protein returned to normal 
in February 1997, and two months later, his chest X- 
ray was clear, too. He had reached an important 
milestone: cancer-free a year after treatment. 

"This disease grows so very rapidly that if you 
fail to kill all the cancer with chemotherapy, it doesn't 
come back years later," Einhorn said. "It comes back 
months later. When a patient is one year cancer-free 
after chemotherapy, he has a 95 percent probability of 
a cure." 

Now, 2 1/2 years later, his chance of cure is 
about 98 percent. 

The one possible long-term side effect is sterility. 
About half of patients cannot father children. 
However, Armstrong's wife is expecting a child in 
October. While babies can be conceived with sperm 
stored before treatment, Einhorn said he assumes 
Armstrong is fertile.B 
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Former Blue Raider enjoys 
success in Tigers Organization 

Josh Ezzell 
Staff Reporter 

Aaron Barnett, who pitched 
for the Blue Raiders during 
the 1998 and 1999 seasons, is 
now enjoying success in the 
Detroit Tigers organization. 

Barnett is currently 
pitching for the Oneonta 
Tigers in the New York-Penn 
League. In this short season 
league, teams battle for first 
place in two divisions with a 
season-ending two -of-three 
series to decide the champion. 

Blue Raider coach Steve 
Peterson    is    confident    in 

Barnett's abilities. 
"Aaron proved while he was 

here that he had outstanding 
ability and potential," 
Peterson said. "He is tough 
on lefties, and with some 
luck, should have a chance to 
go a long way in professional 
baseball." 

The Tigers have the lowest 
ERA in their division and are 
currently in first place in 
their division with a record of 
18-11. 

He is 1-0 in nine 
appearances with a 3.60 ERA. 
He has walked six while 
striking out eleven in 15.0 

innings. 
"The manager has 

confidence in everyone. It's 
fun and I'm having a good 
time," Barnett said. "The 
game's a little faster, but I'm 
getting used to it by now." 

Barnett was 2-2 with a 5.52 
ERA during his senior year. 
He went 45.2 innings, walked 
33 and struck out five in 29 
appearances. 

Before coming to Middle 
Tennessee, Barnett attended 
Hiwassee Community College 
for two years. 

At Hiwassee C.C., he was 
4-2 with a 3.02 ERA.l 

Staff Photo 
Former Blue Raider, Aaron 
Barnett enjoys his newfound 
success with the Detroit 

All major league umpires 
rescind their resignations 

Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (API - In 
what appears to be an 
overwhelming defeat, the 
threatened walkout by major 
league umpires collapsed 
Tuesday, with all umps 
withdrawing their resignations, 
The Associated Press has 
learned. 

However, about one-third 
of the 68 major league umpires 
will lose their jobs anyway, 
because the American and 
National leagues already have 
hired 25 replacements from the 
minor leagues, two high- 
ranking baseball officials said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

AL president Gene Budig 
sent letters to nine AL umpires 
on Monday accepting their 
resignations, according to the 
officials. 

Similar letters to as many 
as 13 NL umps will be sent by 
NL president Len Coleman 
later this week, the officials 
said. 

On Monday, umpires sued 
the AL and NL in federal court 

in Philadelphia, seeking a court 
order that would allow them to 
withdraw the resignations prior 
to their effective date of Sept. 
2. 

Lawyers for owners and 
umpires held a conference call 
Tuesday with U.S. District 
Judge Edmund V. Ludwig. who 
refused to issue a temporary 
restraining order to prevent 
owners from accepting the 
resignations, the official said. 

Umpires  union   head| 
Richie     Phillips     did     not 
immediately comment on thej 
move. Baseball lawyers did not| 
return telephone calls seekinf 
comment. 

Umpires announced then 
mass resignations after 
meeting in Philadelphia on July 
14, and 56 of the 68 umpires 
submitted resignation letters in 
the following week. 

By last Friday, 14 of 
those 56 umpires had 
withdrawn their resignations. 
The rest of the withdrawals 
were sent to the leagues 
Tuesday, the officials said. 

Umpires decided on the 
resignation strategy because 
their feared owners would lock 

them out when their labor 
contract exDires Dec. 31, and 
the agreement contains a no- 
strike clause. 

The nine AL umps who 
apparently were sent letters 
Monday accepting their 
resignations are Drew Coble, 

Jim Evans, Dale Ford, Rich 
Garcia, Ed Hickox, Mark 
Johnson, Ken Kaiser, Greg 
Kosc and Larry McCoy. 

The only NL umpires 
assured of keeping their jobs 
are Wally Bell, Mark 
Hirschbeck and Jeff Nelson.! 
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313 B. Harding Place 

832-4840 

24 Hour Information 
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Planned Parenthood 
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Classifieds 
Notice 

! Sidelines recommends that 
you use discretion before 

> sending money for any 
; advertised goods and services. 
' We recommend that you get in 
writing a full description prior 
to sending money. 

Employment 
Seeking Reliable Grad or 
Undergrad in Psych or Soc. 
One day per weekend. $8 an 
hour. Must love children Call 
Erika 849-7958 or Ken 848- 
7958 

Student Bus Drivers-Taking 
Applications NOW for Fall '99 
Semester 
Shuttle Services 
Part-time Work 
$7.50 per hour 
Position Responsibility: To 
drive shuttle bus on campus 
Requirements: Tennessee 
Commercial Driver's License, 
Class B, Endorsement P, One 
year of bus driving experience 
preferred. 
Application Procedure: 
Complete a part-time 
application, available by 
calling: Patty Feller #8029 or 
904-8029 (off campus tor Ed 
Barlow #8144 or 904-8144 (off 
campus) 

For Sale 
Truck for Sale: 1994 Ford 
Ranger with 80,000 miles, 4 
cylinder engine, standard 
transmission, tool chest and 
tinted windows, Asking $5,000 
o.b.o. Call 848-1194. 

Color television for sale with 
remot. approx.20 inches. 
Asking $40. Call 848-1194. 

Washer and Dryer 
Great Condition 
Great Deal 
Only $150.00 for Both 904- 
9520 Ask for David or Kevin 

Need Long Disance? 6.9 a 
minute 
Call 479-6843 

Engineering Economy $60.00, 
Engineering Fundamentals 
and Problem Solving $50.00, 
The Global Past -Packaged 
Deal $55.00, AGFA-Gevart 
Radioprint DD3700 Film 
Processor $500 or best offer, 
Cameron Bennett 399-9202. 

Used Office Furniture. 
Beautiful Wood and Metal 
Desks, Chairs, Files, Data- 
Conference Tables, Partitions, 
Bookcases. Delivery Available. 
Major Credit Cards. 
Ambassador Office Furniture 
Murfreesboro 890-5100. 

Roommate 
Female Roommate needed. 3 
bdrm 21/2 bath townhome 
$220.00 per month plus 
utilities. Leave message at 
287-0335. 

PRIVATE ROOM AND BATH, 
$280 plus 1/6 of utilities. 
Central Air/Heat. Share this 
nice home with 5 serious 
MTSU students. Smoke free. 
896-5975 leave message. 

Services 
LEARN TO PLAY PIANO? 
YES YOU CAN! Lessons in 
your home. Beginner and early 
level students. Call 217-1062 
for more information. 

FREE INFORMATION is 
available through the MTSU 
Placement Office, KUC Room 
328. Come by and receive 
your complimentary copies of 
catalogs, pamphlets, and 
guides to learn how to write a 
resume and cover letter from 
various samples, gather 
information about a particular 
company, and help with 
interview preparation. Video 
tapes are also available for you 
to view in the Career Library. 
The Placement Center is using 
a computerized registration 
system and resume 
preparation program called 
RESUME EXPERT. The 
benefits include: 
* professional, typeset quality 
resume which can be easily 
updated 
* user-friendly 
* IBM compatible. The 
computer labs on campus can 
be used. 
After purchasing your 
software in Phillips Bookstore, 
it must be brought to the 
Placement Center to load your 
information in the database 
for resume referrals to 
employer. Once registered via 
RESUME EXPERT, the 
Placement Center is able to 
track which companies 
individual resumes are 
referred and inform the 
individual upon request. 

G£NnRJ0im_W£ST 
Stop throwing away money on 
rent! Buy at CenterPointe and 

receive a return on your 
investment. 

Zero Lot Development 0.3 Miles from campus. New 
Construction. 2 and 3 Bedroom Duplexes starting at $74,900. 
Pay less than rent. Live in new complex. Walk to class. Ideal 
location. Freedom to come and go as you want. Great 
investment for Mom & Dad. Buy now and pick plan. 

• Great investment for Mom & Dad 
• Tax credit & appreciation 
• Walking distance to campus 
• Brick mailboxes 
• Refrigerators 
• Concrete drives 
• Ceiling fans 
• New single-level 

floor plans available 

Offered by Snow & Wall Realtors 
1980 Old Fort  Parkway 

Murfreesboro,   TN  37129 
Phone:    (615)   893-1130 

For Sales Information: 
John Jones  300-7475 

Curtis Lester 804-3797 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

F.RST FLOOR       610       SECOND FLOOR PLAN 
SECOND FLOOR    582 
TOTAL LIVING        1192 

C SNOW & WALL) 
(REALTORS) 

IXC 



YOU DON'T NEED A PAIR OF THESE 

TO MAKE IT     „ 
IN THE REAL WORLD 

If you are interested in sales and would like to work in the advertising 
market of the fastest growing college in Tennessee, here's your chance 
to shine. Sidelines is currently seeking an Account Executive to sell 
display advertising to the local community. We are looking for an 
individual who: 

• is assertive, dependable, detail-oriented and self-motivated 
• has excellent oral and written communication skills 
• has reliable transportation 

A background in advertising or business is preferred and past sales 
experience is desirable. But more importantly, we seek someone who 
loves to sell, is pleasant to work with, and who can keep up with a 
fast-paced environment. 

In return, you can expect: • an excellent income opportunity 
• flexible hours 
• a fun working environment 
• a chance to visit all the stores in town, 

earning money instead of spending it. 

If you meet the desired qualifications and would like to get started on 
the road to a career, please come by the James Union Building Room 
306 or fax resume with cover letter to: 

Rebecca Neff 
Advertising Manager 

Fax: 904-8487 

... all it takes is a little experience behind your belt. 

nice to knoWwhatTcVt there? 

CH YOU BY SURPRISE 

■*-"m. «*.«*$ 

Get some experience fit control of the wheel 

Sidelines is currently taking applications for summer JJ, 
computer skills, and other assets that look good on a *'~j 

Room 310, or call 898-2336.fi 

S writers. This opportunity will give you writing skills, 
![•   are interested, come by the James Union Building 

i is chance pass you by. 
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