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Students band together to help save music
By EMMA EGLI
Assistant Campus News Editor

The Public Relations Stu-
dent Society of America is
partnering with the VH1
Save the Music Foundation

* to promote a concert featur-
ing local artists this Friday
at 6 p.m. in the Learning

* Resource Center.
Half of the proceeds will go

to VH1's efforts to help keep
music programs in schools

that can't afford it. The other
half will go to other events
PSSRA hopes to host through-
out the year.

Tickets for the VH1 Save
the Music concert can be
purchased at the PRSSA tent
in front of the Keathley Uni-
versity Center or at the door
on the night of the show.
General admission is $5
for students, or $7.

"This is the first time we have
put on a production that's this

large," said Nicole Edmond-
son, president of PRSSA and
senior public relations major
"We hope to do more like this
in the future."

Featured artists include
Kristi Neuman, a newly signed
Nashville folk artist, DeRobort
and the Half Truths, a funk
bind, and Nate Bernardini,
aniother local folk artist.

"We also have two special
guests which we are keep-
ing a secret in an effort to

make people want to come,"
said Edmondson.

According to its Web site,
the VH1 Save the Music foun-
dation has provided $43 mil-
lion worth of new musical in-
struments to more than 1,600
public schools in more than
100 cities around the country
since 1997.

Edmondson said Paul Ber-
nardini, vice president offund-
ing for PRSSA, knew someone
with a connection to VH1.

"We were looking for a
good fundraiser to do this
year that incorporates stu-
dents and schools and some-
thing for a good cause,"
Edmondson said.

Bernardini, who is a junior
recording industry major,
said that if it goes well, they
would continue to host it in
the future.

"I think it will be a great op-
portunity for people to come
and support something this

beneficial," Bernardini said.
Edmondson said she thinks

public relations should be big-
ger on campus and hopes that
it will grow this year as a result
of this event.

"We want to work with all
the mass communications
majors to make a more unified
effort on campus," Edmond-
son said. "We all have these
different majors but none of
them really work together un-
til we are in the real world."

Volunteers help
develop future
technological
growth in MT
By DUsnTIN EVANS

r Assistant Community News Editor

The Rutherford County
eCommunity Leadership
Team and Connected Tennes-
see have recently published
the Rutherford County Stra-
tegic Technology Plan, a proj-
ect aimed at improving the
county's economy through

* technological advancements,
like Internet accessibility.

Connected Tennessee, a
non-profit organization set
up at the request of the gov-
ernor's office, presented the
plan to the Rutherford Coun-
ty eCommunity Leadership
Team, a group of local vol-
unteers, as well as residents,
Sept. 17 at the Rutherford
County Courthouse.

"In 2008, we studied the
economic impact of broad-
band technology for Tennes-
see," said Larry Raybon, the
project manager for Con-
nected Tennessee's Middle
Tennessee department. "If we
had a seven percent increase
in use of Internet-based tech-
nologies, then we would see a
$2.4 billion economic impact
-which includes the creation
and retention of 49,000 jobs."

The plan emphasizes ef-
forts on nine sectors of the
local community: govern-
ment, community-based
organizations, business
and industry, health care,
libraries, K-12 education,
higher education, agricul-
ture and tourism, and parks
and recreation.

The plan shows where the
county is today in terms of
overall Internet connectiv-
ity, and where the county
should be in two to five
years.

Raybon said the main fo-
cus of the plan hinges on 100
percent availability of high-
speed or broadband Internet
across the county. He said
there are rural areas through-
out the county where there
are no service providers to of-
fer the Internet at high speed
or broadband capacities.

"Based on a survey we took
in 2007 for Rutherford Coun-
ty, 39 percent of the residents
said 'Broadband is not of-
fered in my area;' 20 percent

said, 'I don't need broadband,
or I don't know why I need
broadband;' and 13 percent
said broadband is, 'too ex-
pensive,'"Raybon said.

Raybon said the team is
compiling a database show-
ing the need of residents
in the county who do not
have Internet access. He
said the database will be
sent to local service pro-
viders to show them where
they need to expand their
businesses to.

"Businesses and industries
need to expand high-speed
Internet to all parts of Ru-
therford County," Raybon
said. "It is worth investing
to put [their] products in
those areas."

Rosemary Owens, coor-
dinator for university stra-
tegic partnerships through
the Office of Community
Engagement and Support
at MTSU who volunteered
with the Rutherford Coun-
ty E-community leader-
ship team, said one of the
major goals is to get com-
puters into the hands of
senior citizens.

"The way our generation
and younger generations
communicate is through a
computer," Owens said. "A
lot of our seniors don't have
a computer and aren't even
trained on how to use them."

Owens said there are many
state office computers that
could be donated to senior
citizen centers, however cur-
rent state legislation only al-
lows for those computers to
be sent to public schools. She
said this is one option that
could help seniors remain
connected and find "vibrant
ways of communicating."

The plan stated that, in addi-
tion to assisting those without
broadband access and senior
citizens, the committee would
like to see basic training for
farmers on programs that
would be useful, bring com-
puter technology to health care
facilities for a better exchange of
patient data and upgrade com-
puters in K-12 schools on a five
year cycle.

For more information, in-
cluding a copy of the plan,
visit connectedtn.org.
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Janea Peterson, research analyst for Institutional Research, participates in a kickboxing class at MTSU's Recreation Center,

Pilates, striptease help fund cancer research
By ANDY HARPER
Managing Editor

In an unconventional way
to raise awareness, the Recre-
ation Center is offering Pilates
and striptease classes on Oct.
4 to earn money for the Breast
Cancer Research Foundation.

The classes are part of a
national program called Pi-
lates for Pink The program
is being offered at four Pi-
lates studios in Tennessee,
including two in Nashville.
But Rec Center employee Jes-
sica Hernandez decided that
the program needed to come
to Murfreesboro.

"I actually found out about
[Pink for Pilates] by reading 'In
Shape' magazine," Hernandez
said coordinator ofgroup fitness
and personal training. "I saw an
ad and thought that would be a
great program for us to do."

Because October is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month,
the Rec Center and Student
Health Services are using the
Pilates program as a kick-off
event for their month-long
promotion of breast cancer
awareness. It will be the only
gym in Middle Tennessee that
doesn't require a membership

for community members
to participate.

With more than 24,000
students and 10,000 plus
faculty, Hernandez said
Pilates for Pink would be
a great community out-
reach program for MTSU
to spread the word about
breast cancer.

"We just started registra-
tion, but we will never be sold
out of tickets," Hernandez
said. "If we get more people
than a regular aerobics room
can hold, we will move the
classes into the main gym.
We want as many people
as possible."

Pilates for Pink is a one-
day program that partners
women's fitness magazine "In
Shape" with the Breast Can-
cer Research Foundation. "In
Shape" runs a series of Pilates-
and aerobic-inspired work-
outs and donates 85 percent
of the proceeds to the BCRF.
The Rec Center, however, will
donate all proceeds.

The American Cancer Society
estimates over 190,000 invasive
breast cancer cases will be iden-
tified in American women this
year. The ACS estimates over
40,000 deaths from those cases.
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Janea Peterson (left) and Katrina Keller, (right) instructor for
the course, participate in kickboxing class on Wednesday,

Between 1990 and 2005, the
ACS documents a 2 percent
decrease per year in breast
cancer cases. Since 1990,
trends have shown an average
2.5 percent decrease in breast
cancer-related deaths.

The ACS attributes these de-
creases to a combination effort
of early detection and improved
methods of treatment. The
most common form of early de-
tection is the use of mammog-
raphy, but the ACS also cites
studies that encourage the use
of magnetic resonance imag-
ing, or MRI, to detect tumors in
women who have a family his-
tory of breast cancer.

"As a trainer, I have seen
many MTSU and Murfrees-
boro members that have been
touched by breast cancer - ei-
ther personally or through
loved ones," Hernandez said.

Pilates for Pink will offer four
classes including: Pilates, Zum-
ba, butts and guts, and striptease
aerobics. Each class costs $5 and
runs 30 minutes. A package deal
is also being offered - all four
classes plus a t-shirt for $15.

Classes begin on Oct.
4 at 2:30 p.m. at the Rec
Center. Hernandez said
that pre-registration is
preferred but walk-ins
are welcome.
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Career day prepares
students for future,
hurdles in employment

By BRITTANY KLATT
Staff Writer

The Career Development
Center kicked off "Develop-
ing Your Future" week start-
ing on Monday with a semi-
nar introducing students to
the Center's services, called
"What the Center can do
for you."

The presentation described
ways in which students, along
with help from the Center, can
make their shift into the work-
force a little easier.

"We're here to assist you
with the transition from book

bag to briefcase," said Lucy
Billings-Jones, career coor-
dinator for the College of
Liberal Arts.

During the presentation,
Billings-Jones described the
various resources offered by
the Center. Students who are
unsure of what major they
wish to pursue can take a va-
riety of self-assessments to
help them pair their strengths
and interests to a career field.
For those searching for a job
or internship, the Center has
resume guides and will cri-
tique students' resumes and
cover letters.

Students were also encour-
aged to attend the Majors
Fair being held on Oct. 1. The
fair will run from 11:00 to
1:00 p.m. on the first floor of
the Keathley University Center.

."If you are deciding. on a
major," said Billings-Jones,
"or if you have decided and
want to know more infor-
mation on what you can do
with that major, attend the
majors fair."

Although students are wel-

come to visit the Center's
main office, located in KUC
328, Billings-Jones encour-
aged students to visit their
Web site before coming into to
their offices.

"Wehaveaplethoraofresourc-
es on our Web site to help you,"
Billings-Jones said.

The online resources provide
help in avarietyofcategories in-
cluding job searches, interview-
ing skills, resume writing and
career exploration.

Also located on their site is a
virtual job interview program
called "Perfect Interview."

Students can adjust the

length of the interview and the
level of position for which they
are interviewing.

After they complete their
interview, students can review
their responses and note the
areas that need improvement.
A webcam is needed for this
program, but students are wel-
come to schedule an appoint-
ment with the Center to use
the program.

If a student is not sure of
what he or she should wear
to an interview, he or she
should consult CareerTV.
This site offers videos rang-
ing from describing how
one should dress for an
interview to what phrases
should not be used in a
cover letter.

The Center lists all employ-
ment opportunities on Light-
ning JobSource. Through this
site, students can find full-time
and part-time positions as well
as internships and co-ops. The
site also has a calendar of events
that shows when employers are
visiting campus to interview
students. To access the site, stu-

dents have to register for an ac-
count and wait one to two days
for authorization.

Getting involved in cam-
pus organizations is just
one of the resume boosters
Billings-Jones suggested.

"Just making the grades isn't
getting you the job," she said.
"You have to couple that with
being involved."

Billings-Jones said one of the
reasons that getting involved
in organizations is important
is because they give students
a chance to develop their
communication skills.

"Due to the advances
in technology employers
say that students lack basic
communication skills," Bill-
ings-Jones said.
But joining an organiza-

tion is not enough. Billings-
Jones urged the students to
work on developing their
leadership skills by hold-
ing a leadership position in
an organization.

Billings-Jones said that stu-
dents need to be aware of how
they are presenting themselves,
especially because employers
often look at candidates' social
networking pages.

"One of my students said
that this is his job," said Bill-
ings-Jones. "He searches the
names of new candidates on-
line and reports any suspicious
pictures or text."

This advice was found use-
ful by some students.

"I learned a little bit on how
to be professional, especially
with Facebook and voicemail,"
said Andrew McKinney, fresh-
man aerospace major. "I didn't
think employers could find

- stufflike that."
Students were warned about

their voicemail messages. She
stressed this point by describ-
ing a message that she heard
on a student's phone. She said
the language used would have
made any employer move on
to the next candidate.

CRIME BRIEFS
Sep. 23, 8:40 p.m.
Trespassing

Woodmore Cafeteria

Officers responded to a report of an

unruly subject in CyberCaf. Complain-

ant advised subject was cursing at

cashiers, and was described as an older

white male with red hair. Subject was

later located by officers and issued a

trespass warning, barring him from the

Cyber Cafe.

Sep. 24, 4:44 a.m.
Warrant

Sam Ingram Building

Eldon Baldwin was arrested on

outstanding warrants.

Sep. 24, 11:03 a.m.
Theft
MTSU Campus

Victim reported that his vehicle had

been broken into while parked

on campus.

Sep. 24, 12:16 a.m.
Traffic

Greenland Drive Lot B

Victim reported that his car had been

struck while parked in the lot.

Sep. 24, 5:41 p.m.
Warrant

Peck Hall

Jannika Newsom was arrested for out-

standing warrant for simple battery.

LEARN HOW TO APPLY FOR OVERSEAS JOBS
Speak i on I with Peace Corps staff
who served in Africa

THURSDAY October 8 4 to 5:3opm
KUC Rm 313

Where alU your answers
are questioned.

4a A GLBTP WelcomingSIIowsConigregation
Sundays 10 a.m.  Mwwwumboro.o
Murfreesboro Center for the Arts -110 W College St. 615.561394
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In an effort to raise money for Project Help, the Martial Arts Club at MTSU is hosting a doughnut sale.

Martial Arts Club
brings in the dough
By MATTHEW JOHNSON
Contributing Writer

The Martial Arts Club is
collecting pre-sale orders for
a Krispy Kreme doughnut
fundraiser in an effort to sup-
port Project Help day care
on campus.

Project Help is an early in-
tervention program that of-
fers services free of charge to
families who have very young
children with developmental
delays or disabilities.

One box of doughnuts will
cost $5 and contain a dozen
doughnuts. Money collected

from this fundraiser will go to
the Project Help.

"We have worked with
many different local
charities in our 10 years,
and the reason we like
working for Project Help
daycare is that it is here
on the MTSU campus,"
said Billy Colepaugh, co-
founder and head coach
of the MAC. "What better
way for an MTSU sports
club to support its com-
munity than right here on
the same turf?"

Colepaughsaid Project Help
daycare is important because
it is a day care for children

with special needs who can-
not go to just any day care.

"These children required
medicine and physical thera-
py from trained professionals,
which most day cares do not
offer," Colepaugh said.

All orders must be turned
in by 11:59 p.m. tonight by
e-mail to mtsumac@mtsu.
edu and should contain your
building's name, your room
number, the quantity of boxes
and the name of the office
worker ordering. All dough-
nuts ordered will be delivered
on Friday, the second of Oc-
tober, and money will be col-
lected at this time.

CURRENT EVENTS
Rock Prophecies
Sept. 30, 7 p.m.

Location: Hinton Music Hall

Admission: free

MTSU Women's Chorale
Oct. 1, 7:30 p.m.
Location: Hinton Music Hall

Visit mtsumusic.com for

more information

First Friday Star Party:
"Atmospheric Fire-
works: Aurorae in the
Solar System"
Oct. 2, 6:30 p.m.

Location: Wiser-Patten Science

Hall, room 102

Admission: Free

Georgia O'Keefe
and Her Times
Oct. 2 opening
Location: Frist Center for the

Visual Arts

Admission: 8.50 adults, 6.50

students

Admission: Free for college stu-

dents Thursday and Friday 5-9 p.m.

Coolio
Oct. 3, 11 p.m.

Location: 527 Mainstreet

Admission: $15

Mozart's Requiem
Oct. 4, 3 p.m.
Location: Hinton Music Hall

Admission: $10

Career Professional
Development Brown
Bag Series
Oct. 6, 12 to 1 p.m.

Location:James Union Building,

Dining Room C

Admission: Free

Robin Speilberg
Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m.

Location: The Arts Center of Can-

non County

Admission: $15 adults, $12 seniors

Jeff the Brotherhood
Solidarity Benefit Show
Oct. 9, 9 p.m.

Location: Wall Street

Admission: Donations taken at door

To: MTSU Community

From: Dr. Gene Fitch, Jr.
Associate Vice President for Student Affairs &
Dean of Student Life

Re: Call for Proposed Rules Changes
Date: September 23, 2009

As you are aware, the University Rules Committee annually reviews MTSU's
promulgated institutional rules. This material appears in the publication, Student
Rights & Responsibilities, and in the MTSU Traffic & Parking Rules pamphlet.

Suggested revisions to our current rules should be forwarded to me no later than
Friday, October 2, 2009. Proposals must contain the following information: (1) the
text of the rule as it now appears in the Student Rights & Responsibilities
publication; (2) the text of the rule as it would read with the proposed change (with
additions bolded and deletions specifically noted); and, (3) a statement of rationale
which supports or otherwise justifies the proposed change. In the event a proposal
is for a new rule, rather than a revision, the same should be noted, and item (1)
above disregarded. I would prefer that proposed rules changes be submitted
through e-mail as an attached document in MS Word.
My address is gfitch@mtsu.edu

I should note that amendments to parking regulations are considered by the
University Traffic and Parking Committee. Suggested changes in these rules can be
directed to Ms. Nancy Weatherly (nweather@mtsu.edu) in Parking Services.

Notice of meetings of the University Rules Committee to the general campus will
be made through the Sidelines and via e-mail.

Thank you.
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FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

* VH1's Save the
Music doing
essential work

" for music ed
VHI's Save the Music Foun-

dation is a pillar of education-
al philanthropy. It has helped
over 1,600 public schools
since its inception in- 1997.

' The importance of its mission
cannot be overstated.

Music education is ex-
* tremely undervalued in the

U.S., but its virtues have long
been understood in cultures

. across the world.
Music held one of the four

places in the quadrivium
-the model for medieval edu-
cation. The ancients felt that
music was important enough
to put it alongside arithme-
tic,.geometry and astronomy
as the four most important
subjects from which other

* subjects were derived.
Nowadays, music is the

first program to be cut from
* schools during budget crises.

It is considered ancillary to
the "core" subjects of Eng-
lish, mathematics, sciences
and foreign languages. Ad-
ministrators cringe and say
"well, we'd really love to have
a music program, but we just
can't afford one."

As it turns out, American
* schools can't afford not to

teach music.
Music is a discipline that

requires the skills taught in
the other subjects.

Interpretation of a piece
* of music requires' counting

complex rhythms, which in-
cludes and complements the
study of mathematics. The
indications on musical scores
are usually in other languag-
es: Italian, French, German,
Russian and Spanish.

The subjective interpreta-
tion of a piece of music is an
exercise in abstract thought,
which is not easily taught in
today's world of standard-
ized testing.

Musical performance is
a group activity, requiring
both verbal and nonverbal
communication, coopera-
tion and teamwork toward a
common objective. Perform-
ers don't score extra points
by finishing first.

In short, music encom-
passes the study of most dis-
ciplines taught in modern
schools, and this is exactly
why American students miss
out big time when they don't
get to learn music in schools.

In the days of globalized
industry, college graduates in
the U.S. see their jobs fleeing
to other countries or disap-
pearing altogether. The hir-
ing advantage is with the em-
ployee with the widest range

* of skills.
American students are be-

hind students in virtually ev-
S ery other developed nation,

in every category (except
obesity and incarceration).

. The Save the Music Foun-
dation's work is of the utmost
importance because it ad-
dresses an area in which our
educational system fails its
students. We need music, and
VH l's foundation knows this.
For that, it deserves commen-
dation and support.

SListento
Editorial Board

online at
mntsusidelines.com/

opinions

Flavored cigarette ban useless
Sept. 22, 2009, the gov-

ernment passed a ban on
flavored cigarettes with the
reasoning that they appeal
to children and encourage
youth smoking.

How far it will go has
yet to be determined, but
brands such as Swisher
Sweets and Black & Mild
are on the line, and also the
ever-popular hookah.

Are they serious? First
of all, if kids are going to
smoke, they're most likely to
steal their dads' Camels and
do it the old-fashioned way.
They're not going to wait
until age 18 and head down
to the Shell for some Swish-
er Sweets, thinking flavors
make things better.

Using that rubric, flavored
condoms may as well be
pulled off the shelves as well,
because they sure don't go
along with our abstinence-
only health classes.

Besides, every kid knows
that smoking flavored ciga-
rettes is not nearly as cool
as smoking a Marlboro. I
mean, there's no Black and
Mild cowboy or a movie
called "Harley Davidson and
the Swisher Sweet Man."

No, we all know that when
it comes to smoking, "you

My point, and I
do have one

Mallory Boyd

get a lot to like with Marl-
boro," and Camel is "where a
man belongs."

If the government wants
to pass a law banning to-
bacco, then that's one thing.
It might be respectable to go
after tobacco simply because
it is addictive, toxic, makes
teeth fall out and kills peo-
ple. Banning one portion
of a lethal product on the
premise that children will be
more likely to use it is absurd
and 100 percent pointless.

If that is the criterion that
they're going to use to ban
things in this country, then
they need to close all of the
fast food restaurants that
have a kids' meal, because
that's promoting youth obe-

sity and Type 2 diabetes.
They should also ban all

flavored alcohol, because that
promotes underage drinking
by making alcohol that much
more drinkable.

For that matter, why don't
they just go all out and ban
Flavor Pops, because our
mothers have told us a thou-
sand times they rot teeth and
addict children to sugar. Is
that going too far? Perhaps,
but it begs the question: how
far is too far?

Did we not all learn the
first time that prohibition
does not work? The U.S.
tried this exact type of thing
in 1920. It didn't work then
either. The purpose of the
alcohol prohibition was to
get rid of saloons, eliminate
crime and essentially get
people to straighten up and
fly right.

Prohibition failed miser-
ably. Underground pubs
were everywhere. The busi-
ness of making alcohol be-
came extremely lucrative.
Those that wanted, to reduce
the crime rate succeeded in
increasing it, as there was
no feasible manor in which
to enforce this law. Anyone
that wanted a drink knew
where to get one.

Let us also note how suc-
cessful we have been in
keeping people from smok-
ing marijuana. Each person
reading this right now not
only knows someone who
smokes pot but probably 98
percent of them know where
to get it.

This is not to say that all
of these people are on drugs,
just that the drug is acces-
sible. Banning something
does not keep it out of the
hands of those that wish to
have it.

These bans do not last.
They cannot, because there
is no possible way for our
law enforcement officers
to keep these things out of
the hands of every single
American citizen.

The only thing this ban
will be successful in is bring-
ing everyone's attention to
the fact that there is such a
thing as flavored tobacco and
that it is now illegal to have
it. There is no bigger appeal
for a kid looking to rebel
than a product that has been
sensationalized by the adults
around them. For that mat-
ter, it can increase the desire
in adults as well.

Things like this have been
tried, over and over. Ab-

sinthe was banned for nearly
100 years for numerous rea-
sons. Now it can be pur-
chased at most liquor stores
with or without the contro-
versial wormwood ingredi-
ent. The bottom line is that
if someone wants to smoke
flavored tobacco, they are
going to find it.

More importantly, if cer-
tain kinds of cigarettes, or
any kind of cigarettes, are
available to the general pub-
lic, people will smoke them.

Finally, if we are really so
concerned with the future
of our children's health,
how about passing a law so
they can have healthcare, no
matter what, for the rest of
their lives?

How about passing a law
that will ensure that they
will be able to breathe when
they are 40 and not be wor-
ried about a resource that ex-
ists in a finite amount?

How about not passing ri-
diculous laws that benefit no
one and getting some real
work done? Wake up, Wash-
ington, and make something
real happen.

Mallory Boyd is a sophomore
history major and can be
reached at mnb2v@mtsu.edu.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Gender identity illogical, unreal

I am in awe over the decisions that have been made in re-
cent days regarding so-called "gender identity" at MTSU.

All other beliefs aside, human beings are born one of two
ways: male or female. This is based on fact, not on what one
feels like. There is not a "both" person out there.
'Itireally doesii'f niatter'if a thii is b6'rn a man but feels

like he should have been a woman. What happens when a
man who identifies himself as a woman enters a women's
restroom? Is he allowed to do this? Or does the university
need to fund a "Biological Male but Identifies as Female"
restroom? The fact is, he was born a man.

Now, so we don't want to offend anyone who strug-
gles with their "gender identity" we have to acknowl-
edge their identity. In your (laughable) efforts not to
offend any of the "gender identity troubled," you have
succeeded in offending the rest of us who are confident
in who we are.

You can't accommodate everybody and you will fail try-
ing! How about racial identity? "I'm white, but I identify
myself as black." Or, "I should have been born as a bald
eagle, so I'd like to identify myself as one." Or how about
this doozy, "I was born a man, but I identify myself as a
lesbian female."

Get real. I have never seen such illogical happenings on
this campus. It's garbage like this that makes me look for-
ward to moving on from my four years at MTSU.

Gender identity? What a joke!

Chandler Hasemeyer
Senior Aerospace Major

Get involved, vote in SGA election
When the founders of this nation

wrote the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, they recognized that every
human being on earth has certain
rights, certain things that we are en-
titled to because they exist.

These rights are simple and sen-
sible. No matter how silly, dumb,
intelligent or foolish a person may
seem, we still have certain rights that
cannot be removed.

In America, one of those rights
is the right to vote. This week, we
are holding student elections, and I
know some are thinking about how
ridiculous it all is.

There are some things to consider
if you choose to vote. First of all, we
live in a democratic republic. That
means we vote to elect our leaders
so that they will represent us in the
decisions they make. It is a beauti-
ful process that makes every single

Pearl before Swine
Pearl Howell

person responsible and account-
able for the direction in which our
country moves.

While it may seem like a farce, stu-
dent elections are an echo of this in-
credible course of action that makes
us each responsible for the way our
university is run.

Therefore, when we don't take the
initiative to vote, we have no right to
complain. I am sick of hearing people

whine about the way things are when
they have done nothing to change it.
If you see something wrong with the
world -change it!

Stop whining and make a differ-
ence. You could spend time picking
up litter, posting signs, volunteering
for organizations and attending pro-
tests. But, of all the ways we could
promote change, voting is probably
the easiest.

It may seem like none of the
decisions made by the student gov-
ernment are important, but that is
not true. Certainly it has no control
over the healthcare system in Amer-
ica or the legalization of marijuana,
but it does have control over certain
small things that make our lives eas-
ier here on campus.

The SGA is in charge of judicial
review. In other words, it decides
whether or not you deserve to pay

your parking tickets.
I could use the rest of my space in

this column to rant about how hard
people have worked to create a dem-
ocratic state. I could remind you of
the people who sweated, bled and
cried to allow us to vote.

I could cite historical sources of the
pain and anguish suffered to ensure
you have the freedom to go to the
polls. I could do that, but I won't.

Instead, I will merely remind you
that voting for student government
ends tonight at midnight. Get on-
line and fill out a ballot. Make a dif-
ference, even if it is only a little one.
Once that's done, you can spend
all the time you want complaining
about your meal plan.

Pearl Howell is a freshman theater
major and can be reached at rph2t@
mtsu.edu.
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Puldo's not another chain
Local restaurant offers unique choices, leaving diners satisfied

l'hoto byJay Bailey, photography editor

Dinner at Puleo's is served with fresh bread and whipped butter.

I'llorto 'by Jy aillry, porograpy editor
An array of dishes including chicken marsala, chocolate mousse cake,
chicken penne, chicken chili and a mug of Yuengling lager in center.

Photro byJay Bailey, photograply editor

Puleo's fried green tomatoes over cheese grits and tasso gravy.

By EVAN BARKER
Opinions Editor

The blending of South-
ern food and haute cui-
sine would seem to many
an unlikely marriage. For
Murfreesboro residents,
Puleo's fills this niche, and
fills it well.

I have eaten at Puldo's
on Broad Street numer-
ous times since I first
came to Murfreesboro,
and the food is always fresh
and satisfying.

The atmosphere is casual,
but with a collar. It's an ide-
al place to go on a sophis-
ticated date. Everything,
down to salad dressings and
marsala sauce, is made on
site, from scratch.

Sadly, it seems that
more people dine at the
cookie-cutter staples of
Chili's and Logan's lo-
cated nearby, where the
food is shipped in fro-
zen. If you want an au-
thentic, innovative din-
ner prepared fresh, skip
the pre-cooked chains
and take your date
to Puleo's.

Puldo's offers differ-
ent drink specials every
day of the week, mak-
ing it easy and inex-
pensive to enjoy the proper
adult beverage with din-
ner. Highlights include $1
domestic drafts (including
Yuengling) on Mondays, $5
martinis on Thursdays and
$3.50 "Magic Margaritas"
on Fridays.

Pulbo's prides itself on its
12-strong martini menu.
Choices include the avant-
garde "Goose That Laid the
Golden Egg," including Cu-
ervo Gold and Grey Goose

Citron, and served with a
salted rim. For purists, try
the "Two Weeks' Notice."
This is the classic shaken
vodka martini made just a
little dirty, with Chopin (a
top-shelf potato-based vod-
ka). Ask for Stevie to mix
your drink.

For appetizers, the fried
green tomatoes are a peren-
nial favorite. The dish comes
attractively plated with five
thick slices fried to firm
perfection. They're served
over a scoop. of Puldo's fa-
mous three cheese grits
(provolone, mozzarella and
Parmesan), and two kinds
of gravy.

One of Pulio's salad
dressings deserves special

Location: 730 NW Broad
Hours: Sunday through Thurs
11:00 a.m. -10:00 p.m., Friday

Saturday 11:00 a.m.-11:00 p.
Contact info: 615-867-33

or at puleosgrille.com

mention. The spicy avocado
ranch is entirely unique and
always worth ordering. The
recipe is secret, which will
inspire return trips.

At Puleo's, a house salad
means firesh greens in a
large bowl with shredded
almonds and fresh peppers
and tomatoes. The lettuce is
never old or brown.

The menu is divided into
several sections of entrees.

The "Southern Comforts"

sec - , '
t i o n -
includes
Pulio's clas-
sic shrimp
and grits,
loaded with the
same rich tasso
gravy used on the
fried green tomatoes.
Southern food aficiona-
dos, take heart.

Of the "Italian Special-
ties," several are reliably
excellent, including the
chicken penne and the sea-
food ravioli. The penne is
served in a giant bowl with
wilted spinach, mushrooms
and stewed tomatoes, slath-
ered in an artery-clogging
cream sauce worth writing

home about.
It is easily enough

food for two, and
St. comes with a
sday choice of house or

and Caesar salad.
The seafood

m. ravioli deserve
312

special mention.
Again, everything
at Pulo's is made

7 fresh from scratch,
including the ravi-
oli. Each ravioli is
silver dollar-sized,
stuffed thick with
various shellfish

and lobster, covered by a
thick vodka cream sauce.
For an extra charge, diners
can choose to add a 6-ounce
"Bistro fillet," but the ravi-
oli alone are enough food
for dinner.

For dessert, look no fur-
ther than the tiramisu.

The servers are knowl-
edgeable about the food,
and will gladly make
good suggestions to
help you order.

As

you
make
weekend
plans, re-
sist the urge
to visit the old
standby casual
dining place,
and give Puleo's
a try.

You may never
return to a cor-
porate chain
restaurant again,
and for this, I
give it three-
and-a-half out of
four stars.

Don't be-
grudge the extra
half a star, be-
cause perfection
is impossible
to achieve, but
Pulo's comes
very close.

Gabe Vitek and the Ivory write relatable, changing music
Lifelong love of music, singer-songwriters have musical influence on pianist Vitek
ByJESSICA PACE
StaffWiriter

Gabe Vitek found him-
self in Nashville on doc-
tor's orders after a physical
in his hometown of Bry-
an, Ohio, when his doctor
told the then-high school
musician he should look into
Belmont Ufiiversity.

"In Nashville, we're all
music snobs," says the now
22-year-old Vitek. "We've all
heard it all."

And like budding, young
music snobs in Nashville
are wont to do, Vitek at-
tends Belmont where
he currently stud-
ies music business.
While educating him-
self on the technical
side, Vitek is doing
what he has been do-
ing his entire life as the
leading man of Gabe
Vitek and the Ivory.

"This will sound cliche
and ridiculous, but I've
been playing piano be-
fore I could walk," he says.
"And I used to sit down
with my dad, and he'd play
'Blue Suede Shoes' on guitar
and I'd sing along."

Vitek says his father,
a musician who played
throughout the 1970s and
1980s, has had the most
impact on his playing.

Unable to read music, Vi-
tek has always simply played
by ear. He used to fly solo
on the piano before starting
the band in 2007. That was
the year he put the music
on tape with the release of

a self-titled EP recorded in
a house.

The six tracks shape a
quintessentially guy-with-
a-piano album reminiscent
of The Fray. If nothing else,
it explains the band name,
"ivory," referring to piano
keys. The following year
produced a more mature
endeavor with the 11-track
full-length "Voices."

The album earned its name
from an extensive struggle
on Vitek's part with the al-
bum's arrangement. Record-
ing took about a week, and
was done on Music Row, in a

SOF THE VEE
house and at Castle Studios
in Hillsboro.

The recording days, how-
ever, were scattered ran-
domly through the course
of a year due to struggles for
studio time and just "being
22-years-old," as Vitek says.

At certain points, discon-
tinuing the project seemed
possible, and Vitek worried
about the cohesiveness of the
album as a whole.

"There were all these dif-
ferent sounds, different voic-
es during that doubtful time,
and I thought the songs just
sounded like a bunch of
B-sides," Vitek says. "But by
the time we were starting to

mix it, that was not the case
at all, and when it came time
to write the track list for it, it
took like 30 seconds."

Vitek name-drops art-
ists like Marvin Gaye, Paul
Simon and Dave Matthews
who have had a heavy influ-
ence on him as well, and he
paid tribute to The Beatles'
influence at his Exit/In show
Sept. 23 with an amplified
take on "Dear Prudence."

"Voices" is still of the
same strain as the EP,
but a lot of changes in
just the past few weeks are
evolving Gabe Vitek and the

Ivory's sound drastically.
"Within the last cou-

ple of weeks, I've done
a huge musician switch
out, and there are all
new guys on stage with
me now," Vitek says.
"Before, what we were
doing kind of plateaued
and it was like a poison

almost, so I just needed to
do something new."

On top of that, guitar has
been replaced with horns
layered underneath relent-
less piano. The brass instru-
mentation creates a worldly
kind of vibe and permits the
Motown and oldies on which
Vitek was raised to bubble to
the surface.

"It's the most comfortable
thing I've ever done," Vitek
says of the changing sound.
"It makes me confident."

A change in the band name
may even be in the future,
which Vitek remains uncer-
tain about since the band
has been Gabe Vitek and the

'to by ia\v'lu olab, colltlllbllllSg photographer
Gabe Vitek sings his heart out as he plays his piano along with band at an Exit/In show.

Ivory for three years.
Vitek may be treading in

the vast sea of generic mu-
sic, but he is staying afloat
on energy and enthusiasm
in live performances. Vi-
tek says a live EP is the next
tentative project, possibly
out in late spring or early
summer. There is also a
video on his Web site fea-
turing the song "Fly High"
from "Voices," recorded in
a living room with friends
on harp and guitar.

Probably most striking
about Gabe Vitek and the
Ivory is not so much the
sound, but the approach to
making it. Vitek is more
easy-going about his band,
treating it as a wait-and-see
sort of thing with no rigid
politics. He offered his re-
cordings for free at the Exit/
In show, and the EP is down-
loadable off his Web site free
of charge as well.

Moreover, Vitek tries to
steer away from trite sub-

jects in his lyrics. Every song
is not about a girl. Instead,
he opts to write about, for
instance, what he hears on
the news, and translates it
into something relatable.

"I just try to write very
hopeful, positive mu-
sic for the people," Vi-
tek says. "I hope differ-
ent people will interpret
it in different ways, and it
will be medicine for whatev-
er they're going through."
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SPORTS
: Increased media coverage aids MT

By RICHARD LOWE
Asst. Sports Editor

On any given Satur-
day, you can find a select
number of college foot-
ball teams that are always
on television. These days,
you can count MT into

* that group.
Since the 2006 season, 57

percent of MT's schedule
. has been televised either

locally or on a national
platform, not including

* this season. Tuesday's game
against Troy University
will be broadcast on ESPN2
and will be one of 10 games
scheduled to be televised
this season.

When Director of Ath-
' letics Chris Massaro ar-

rived on campus, one of his
major goals was to make a

+ presence for MT athlet-
ics on a local and national
scale. So far he is pleased

* with the results.
"You always want an

improvement but I am ec-
static about the amount of
coverage we've been able to
receive for the last two to
three years," Massaro said.

' "It's one of those things
where you would want
more national exposure

- than what we've got."
In order to get to that

point, Massaro and others
a in the athletic department

had to be able to show me-
dia outlets MT was willing

, to do what it takes to pro-
mote MT athletics.

"We visit each [sta-
tion and newspaper] and
we ask them every year
what we can do to make

Photo by Brennan Sparta. staffphotographer

Senior running back Phillip Tanner attempts to sneak past a Memphis defender in front of a record-setting crowd at Floyd Stadium. Tanner would eventually score on the drive.

it easier for them to deliv- am ecstatic about the amount
er our content," Massaro
said. "Mark Owens does of coverage we've been able to
a great job maintaining the to
daily and weekly contact recieve for the last two to three years.
with them."

Television can be the
great equalizer when it
comes to recruiting against
programs with larger bud-
gets or wider mass appeal.
Teams like Boise State Uni-
versity and the University
of Louisville grew their
national appeal because
they were willing to play
their games on Thursdays
instead of the traditional

CHRIS MASSARO
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

Saturdays. The benefits
are apparent - you're the
only game on TV that
night. But the hassles can
be tremendous.

"When you're playing on
a Tuesday night, you have
to clear the weekend be-
fore and the weekend af-

ter so there's a great deal
of adjustment that goes on
there," Massaro said.

Despite the extra work,
the spotlight being solely
on MT helps the recruit-
ing speech that is said each
year. MT coach Rick Stock-
still speaks to his recruits about

Graphic y Jay Bailey photography editor

the football team being on tele-
vision from week to week.

"We talk about it and we
make sure [recruits] know--

about it," Stockstill said.

MEDIA, PAGE 8

File photo

Senior running back Phillip Tanner gets examined after a knee injury during the Blackout Game against
Memphis. Tanner averaged 5.7 yards a carry on the day before his injury took him out of the game.

STanner knee injury may
- force redshirt season
* By CRAIG HOFFMAN

Staff Writer

a MT's best offensive player
going into the year wore #21,
but for the rest of the year,
Phillip Tanner might be
wearing warmups.

In an interview yesterday,
head coach Rick Stockstill

* said giving Tanner a medical
redshirt following a torn MCL
in Week 2 versus Memphis is

* being considered.
Stockstill said that theinjury,

which typically takes three to
" four weeks to heal, could turn

into a season ending problem.
"It might. We definitely have a

" decision to make."
Without a doubt, the injury

will be healed by the season's
end. However, since Tanner
only played in the first two
games and this is his final year
of eligibility, Stockstill will

* have to decide what is best for
the senior running back and

the team: wait out the injury,
or sideline Tanner for the rest
of the year, giving him another
year of eligibility and allowing
him to return next year.

"I'd hate to have him play
in that 6th game or that 7th
game and have his knee not
be right," Stockstill said.
"...then he loses his Senior
year...I'll be real smart about
this decision."

If a player plays in his team's
6th game, he is no longer eli-
gible to be redshirted.

In talking to Stockstill and
other team sources, a redshirt
seems the most likely option
at this point, as Tanner will
not play Tuesday at Troy (7
pm, ESPN2) and would have
to play an SEC opponent in
his first game back against
Mississippi State on Oct. 17.
However, no final decision has
been made. There are ten days
in between the Troy and Mis-
sissippi State games so Tanner

does have extra time to heal
before the decision is made.

Tanner was named to the
pre-season Doak Walker
Award watch list, an award
given to the nation's best run-
ning back. Tanner struggled
in the first game against
Clemson, taking only 10
carries for 36 yards. How-
ever, he had a bounce back
game against Memphis, av-
eraging 5.7 yards a carry
before his injury.

In Tanner's absence, sopho-
more D.D. Kyles has taken
over the starting role, splitting
time with freshman Benny
Cunningham. Stockstill said
this will continue to be the
case if Tanner is out, and to
also expect to see a little bit of
sophomore Marquis Branton,
as well as some of senior wide
receiver Desmond Gee in the
backfield alongside the team's
leading rusher, junior quar-
terback Dwight Dasher.

Soccer team pulls off
overtime weekend win
Blue Raiders maintain best record in school history

By STEPHEN CURLEY
StaffWriter

Junior Vanessa Mueggler
netted the game winner near-
ly three minutes into over-
time Sunday to give the Blue
Raiders a 1-0 victory over
Florida Atlantic University
at Dean A. Hayes Track and
Soccer Stadium.

The goal marks Mueggler's
fifth goal of the season and
her second overtime game-
winner of the year. The goal
came on a pass from senior
Jen Threlkeld near the top of
the 18-yard box, from which
Mueggler fired a shot past
FAU keeper Ashley Lantes.

Mueggler's other overtime
winner happened August 28
at Wright State to give the
Blue Raiders a 2-1 victory.
She finished the FAU game
with three shots on goal,
as well.

"It is about being calm
out there," Mueggler said. "I
had some other opportuni-
ties where I did not score.
This one just happened to be
in overtime."

The win gives the Blue
Raiders their best start
in school history (8-1-1,
2-0 Sun Belt).

"Florida Atlantic certainly
posed some challenges for
us," head coach Aston Rho-
den said. "We were able to
create a lot of opportunities
on goal but were unable to
put most of them away. The
great thing is we created one
in overtime and it was a great
finish to end the game."

Scoring chances were plen-
tiful for both teams, but ex-
cellent goalie play prevented

anyone from gaining an ad-
vantage. Sophomore Rebecca
Cushing earned her second
solo shutout in a row, playing
the entire 92:52 and finishing
with two saves.

"I thought our defense
played really well," Cush-
ing said. "I thought we did
a good job shutting Manna-
rino down for the most part.
It is a good team win."

For the Owls, Ashley Man-
narino was tough to stop
and led most of FAU's scor-
ing drives. She finished with

a game-high six shots, as
well as nine of the team's ten
corner kicks.

MT extends its win streak
to five games and bests the
record of 8-2 that the 2006
team opened with. The Blue
Raiders are unbeaten in their
last six games, additionally.

The weekend will see
MT travel to Alabama to
take on two Sun Belt op-
ponents, starting Friday at
Troy University and ending
Sunday at the University of
South Alabama.

Phlto by jay Bailey, staffphotographr

Sophomore forward Shan Jones powers the ball down the field. Jones
would continue to show up throughout the match against FlU.
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Photo by Brcnnan Sparta. staff photographer

Senior RB Phillip Tanner looks to the endzone at the Blackout game. Tanner averaged 5.7 yards a carry on the game against Memphis.

MEDIA
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"It all goes in to building
your program and selling
your program."

The increased coverage has
also helped build a fan base
that was struggling to aver-
age 15,000 fans five years ago.
Those struggles seem like the
distant past lately. The home
opener against the University
of Memphis set the attendance
record of 28,150. The highly
anticipated upcoming home
game, a contest against Missis-
sippi State University, has the
chance ofbeing the first sellout
in Floyd Stadium history.

The Memphis game was
broadcast on CSS. In fact, ev-
ery home game this season will
be broadcast on either CSS or
ESPN GamePlan. Outside of
just showing the games for fans
across the nation, TV can be
looked as a way to reach out to
local alumni.

"TV gives a stamp of valid-
ity to your product," Mas-
saro said. "It gives some al-

ums, that might not have seen
what our team looks like,
some exposure."

A strong local fan base is
crucial to increase local me-
dia coverage for MT athletics.
Without the local fans, there is
no need for local coverage.

"As our fan base grows, it
also helps make the argu-
ment for better coverage,"
Massaro said.

As for this and future sea-
sons, Massaro and the ath-
letic department must keep up
their strategy to continue the
increased media coverage, es-
pecially in a crowded market
like Nashville.

"We have to keep the mes-
sage that there are two di-
vision 1-A teams in this
market - Vanderbilt and
Middle Tennessee."

However, for those fans that
are pro-MT or fans of other
schools that feel it's as simple as
wins and losses, Massaro has a
response for them as well.

"We've had on-field suc-
cess with Vanderbilt and with
Memphis so that helps."

Brown earns Player

of the Week award
STAFF REPORT

Blue Raider Safety Kevin
Brown was named the Sun
Belt Conference's Defen-
sive Player of the Week this
week, announced by the SBC
on Monday.

This is the first time in his
three-year career that Brown
has received the honor.

Brown recorded his first
multiple interception game
when he picked off two North
Texas passes on Saturday to

lead the Blue Raider defense.
Brown also added six tackles
and a pass breakup, helping
MT to win its third game in
a row.

Brown now leads the SBC
with three interceptions and
also leads with passes defend-
ed. The junior now owns five
career interceptions.

This makes the fourth
Player of the Week award for
the Blue Raiders this season,
and the 57th all-time, with 29
under Rick Stockstill.

Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Week
-Sept. 28- Oct. 5

Golf earns GolfWeek

Team of the Week award

Men's team's comeback effort
garners national media attention

By CHRIS WELCH
Sports Editor

Golfweek magazine has
named the MT Men's golf
team its National Team of
the Week after the Blue Raid-
ers rallied to take the Ma-
son Rudolph Intercollegiate
on Sunday.

The team, behind 11 shots
on Sunday, came back to
claim the championship at
the Vanderbilt Legends Club.

"It is great recognition and
publicity for our team," head
coach Whit Turnbow said.
"It was an unbelievable tour-
nament last week and went a
long way to showing people
the type of program we have.
It's not every day you take
down two top 10 programs in
the same day."

The team defeated 10th
ranked South Carolina in a
sudden-death tournament
playoff to clinch the team
championship. The Blue
Raiders tallied a final round
total of 273 on the par-71,
7,100-yard South Course at

-- % sairpc

the club.
MT and South Carolina

both finished with an 11-un-
der par, 556 (272-285). Third-
ranked Georgia Tech placed
fourth in the tournament,
right under Arkansas State,
who finished one stroke shy
of MT and South Carolina
with a 557 (272-285).

Senior Craig Smith, junior
Jason Millard and freshman
Hunter Green combined to
shoot 12-under on Sunday to
spearhead the first victory of
the season. Millard opened
with a 74 on Friday, but
bounced back with a 5-under
par 66 that included six bird-
ies and a 31 on the front nine
holes. Milliard finished in a
tie for 16th.

Senior Kent Bulle got back
into the swing of things,
steadying up with an even
par 142 and a tie for 21st. His
Sunday round included 17
pars and one bogey.

The Blue Raiders will be
back in action Oct. 5-6 at the
Squire Creek Classic in Rus-
ton, La.
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VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week.

COLUMBIA 375 S. James Campbell Blvd. 931-381-0898 HENDERSONVILLE 223 Indian Lake Rd. MURFREESBORO580 N:.Tom p Ln615-8962355
DICKSON 100 Lowe's Dr. 615-446-2355 615-822-1128 NASHVILLE 4044Hils Pike 615385-1910
FRANKLIN 420 Cool Springs Blvd. 615-771-6448 LEBANON 1424 W. Main St. 615-443-2355 6800 Charlotte Pike615-353-2112
NrEW! 1959 Mallory Ln. 615-771-6448 MADISON 1915 Gallatin Pike 615-859-2355 SMYRNA 480 Sam Ridley PkwyW65-355-656
GALLATIN 1152 Nashville Pike 615-152-7800 MT.JULIET 401 S. Mt. Juliet Rd. 615-773-1900

In Coaboratonwith BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

Alcatel-Lucent 1-800-899-4249

OurSurcharges (Ind. Fed. Univ. Sv. of 12.9% of interstate &intltelecom charges (varies quarterly),7C Regulatory & 92C Administratlve, iene.,&teyrsbrara)alWte ttaes(detaLh
1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes&our surcharges could add 7%-27%toyourbil. Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt. Data Plan, credit approval & rebate form. Up to $175 early termination fee, up to S.10/MB after alowane. Mobile Broadband Is
available to more than 280 million people in the U.S. in 259 major metros. Offers & coverage not available everywhee. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks. & exp in 12 mos. Netwodeails & coverage maps at
verizonwireless.com. 02009 Verizon Wireless. NETSI

Visit any store
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Leave the


