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All computer lab printing to be free March 1 
By Mary Anna Brown 
SGA Reporter 

All printing in campus computer 
labs, classrooms and the library will be 
free of charge beginning March 1. 

"Students complained to us about 
having to pay for printing," Student 
Government Association President 
John Marshall said. "We voiced [the 
complaints] to the Technology Task 
Force and they took action." 

Students pay a technology access fee 
at the beginning of the year that typi- 

cally pays for new computers, technol- 
ogy in the classrooms, supplies, infra- 
structure, bandwidth, the Office of 
Information Technology and compen- 
sation for student workers and support 
tech. 

The technology access fee generates 
more than $4 million each year. 

"Students were concerned about the 
allocation of funds in the technology 
access fee," Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Barbara Haskew 
said. "The Technology Task Force 
recently moved to the position of not 

charging for printing because the 
access fee should be sufficient to cover 
printing costs." 

Free printing was granted to stu- 
dents in the past but only lasted a 
semester because of problems associat- 
ed with it. 

"Students were printing pages and 
leaving them in the printers, printing 
multiple copies and printing off 
unnecessary Internet copy," James 
Burton, dean of the College of 
Business, said. "I certainly hope that 
students understand that we are deal- 

ing with limited resources, and hope- 
fully, they will not abuse this privilege." 

The Technology Task Force has not 
yet discussed the monitoring of print- 
ing. 

"We are allowing free printing on a 
trial basis to see how things work out," 
said Watson Hannah, director of 
Academic Technology Planning and 
Projects for Academic Affairs. "As 
problems arise, we hope to come up 
with solutions for them." 

Some programs not connected to 
Internet and e-mail software, such as 

the library's Voyager databases, will not 
be subject to the free printing, and 
there will still be a charge on copy 
machines. 

"Research confirmed that other 
TBR schools allow for free printing and 
the cost of doing so falls within the 
budget," Hannah said. "We are antici- 
pating that students will use this privi- 
lege wisely." 

Free printing has already started at 
the computer lab in the Business and 
Aerospace Building. ♦ 

■ 

Earnhardt dies at Daytona 
By Dick Brinster 
AP Sports Writer 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - 
Dale Earnhardt, one of the 
greatest stars in auto racing 
history, died Sunday from 
injuries in a last-lap crash at 
the Daytona 500. 

The seven-time Winston 
Cup champion had to be cut 
out of his car after slamming 
into the wall on the final turn 
of the race while fighting for 
position. He was taken to the 
hospital accompanied by his 
son, Dale Jr., a young 
NASCAR star who finished 
second in the race. 

"This is understandably 
the toughest announcement 
I've ever had to make. We've 
lost Dale Earnhardt," 
NASCAR president Mike 
Helton said. 

Earnhardt died instantly 
of head injuries, said Dr. 
Steve Bohannon, of Halifax 
Medical Center. 

"There was nothing that 
could have been done for 
him," he said. 

The death comes at a time 
that driver safety issues were 
under increased scrutiny. 
Three NASCAR drivers were 
killed in wrecks last season. 

The accident happened a 
half-mile from the finish of 
the NASCAR season-opener, 
won by Michael Waltrip. 

See Legend, 7 
Winston Cup ictna 

Dale and Teresa Earnhardt relax in victory lane with Dale Earnhardt Jr., "Little E," early in his career. 

MT cheerleaders look 
toward competition 
By Eilene Veale 
Staff Writer 

Following a recent competi- 
tion at the Universal 
Cheerleading Association 
Nationals in Florida, the MTSU 
cheerleaders have high hopes for 
the future. 

"We're getting ready to com- 
pete at the Sun Belt Basketball 
Tournament in Mobile, Ala." 
cheerleading coach Micah 
Hartsfield said. 

The Sun Belt Conference is 
an intercollegiate athletic con- 
vention consisting of 12 univer- 
sities, including MTSU. The 
cheerleaders will be attending 
the conference March 1-6. 

"The conference is basically 
for up-and-coming I-A teams 
such as MTSU's," added 
Hartsfield. Hartsfield has 
cheered at the University of 

Tennessee as well as Tennessee 
Tech, and currently cheers for 
the Tennessee Titans. 

"Most people don't realize 
how much hard work is put into 
cheerleading," cheerleader 
Jeremiah Lawson said. "During 
football season we practiced two 
hours every day." 

Those cheerleading practices 
pay off, literally. The team is 
divided into Blue and White 
squads which each receive dif- 
ferent incentives. 

Members of the Blue squad 
receive $500 in scholarship 
money a semester, books paid 
for in full and two tickets to each 
football home game. The White 
squad receives their books paid 
for in full for the spring semes- 
ter, when they do most of their 
cheerleading. The Blue squad 
cheers for all football games and 
men's  basketball.  The  white 

squad cheers for home football 
games and women's basketball. 

Lawson said that collegiate 
cheerleaders can go on to work 
for the UCA at events such as 
summer camps and national 
competitions, or they can cheer 
professionally for NFL teams. 

Tryouts for the Blue squad 
are on April 26-29. Tryouts for 
the White squad are held at the 
end of August and beginning of 
September. 

Tryouts for Lightning, 
MTSU's school mascot and 
member of the Blue cheerlead- 
ing squad will be held March 10 
in the Alumni Memorial Gym, 
Room 216. 

For more information con- 
cerning the cheerleaders or the 
Sun Belt Conference, go to 
http://www.goblueraiders.com/ 
and http://www.sunbelt- 
sports.org/, respectively. ♦  Photo by Kmty Dalrympte  | Staff 
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Looking for a little love on Valentine's Day 
By Laura Finger 
Staff Writer 

Help arrived for lonely freshmen last Tuesday, 
with MTSU's own version of The Dating Came. 

Single residents of Cummings and Corlew Halls, 
participated in the game as contestants and 

judges. 
The event, sponsored by student tutors and 

resident assistants of both halls, was designed as a 
lighthearted way for residents of Corlew and 
Cummings to interact with one another. A special 
Valentine's twist was thrown in with the prospect 
of a love connection by the evening's end. 

Following the format of the popular game 
show, three bachelors/bachelorcttes sat behind a 

curtain and answered questions posed by Masters 
of Ceremonies Courtney Huckabay and Bryan 

Seadorf. 
Questions ranged from the racy to the practi- 

cal. The girls were asked questions such as 
"What's your favorite ice cream flavor?" and 
"How far would you go on a first date?" The men, 
on the other hand, were asked to repeat their 
favorite pickup line and answer the eternal ques- 

tion of "Boxers or briefs?" 
The winners of each round received a free din- 

ner at an area restaurant and two movie tickets. 
Between the rounds, audience members received 
door prizes. 

Judges were originally to make the final deci- 
sions on the winners, but soon the audience 
received voting privileges as well. Judges at first 
seemed confused at the turn of events, but even- 
tually the program turned into a night of on-the- 
fly silliness. )udge Sam Greer added, tongue-in- 
cheek, "I think the Dating Game was a huge suc- 
cess because many matches were made that could 
be future romances." 

Most participants, however, seemed to take the 
game as a chance to have fun and cut loose, not 
plan for long-term relationships. 

The audience, composed mostly of freshmen, 
filled the lobby of Cummings. Keeping the con- 
testants' identities secret proved to be difficult as 
friends of each contestant yelled words of encour- 
agement throughout the program. The comments 
trom the audience served to add more energy and 
jest to the game. ♦ 

Last week 
Sidelines Online 
asked students 
how much they 
were spending on 
their Valentine. 
As a positive note 
to society, a 
majority said they 
intended to spend 
more than $20 on 
their sweetie. 
Sadly, 17 percent 
said their signifi- 
cant other was 
not worth a lousy 
dollar. Everyone 
else fell in 
between the two 
extremes. 

worth a buck 
(17%) 

Graphic by Raymond Hutiltr | Managing Editor - Design 

Tornado sends MTSU students whirling at journalism conference 
Award ceremony interrupted amidst chaos 

By Courtney Huckabay 
Managing Editor 

COLUMBUS, Miss. - What 
do you get when you put over 
250 journalism students in one 
building with the threat of a 
natural disaster? A media fren- 
zy, jumbled with fear is what 
you got at Mississippi 
University for Women in 
Columbus, Miss, where two 
Sidelines reporters and one 
MTSU journalism professor 
were caught in the eye of the 
storm Friday, while attending 
the Southeast Journalism 
Conference. 

"I wasn't that afraid until I 
saw the storm through the win- 
dows on the way down the 
stairs," MTSU senior Charlene 

Callier said. "Then when the 
lights went off. I really gol 
scared." 

A strong line of thunder- 
storms and high-speed winds 
hit the ML'W campus at 
approximately 2 p.m., and stu- 
dents were rushed to the 
ground floor for safety. As soon 
as everyone was settled on the 
floor, the power went out and 
everybody was surrounded by 
darkness due to the lack of 
emergency lights in the Hogarth 
Banquet Room. 

"I think it was fairly frighten- 
ing with that many people in 
the dark and with no direction 
as to what was going on," SEJC 
faculty delegate and MTSU 
Professor Glenn Himebaugh 
said. "We were fortunate that no 

one was hurt." 
The storm hit Mississippi 

State University in Starkville 
about an hour and a half before 
and caused an estimated $3 mil- 
lion damage to the campus. As 
for the MUW campus, which 
has several buildings registered 
as historic landmarks, the dam- 
age was clear. After the storm, 
200-year-old trees were com- 
pletely uprooted, glass windows 
were shattered, roofs were 
blown off and water flooded the 
streets, walkways and lobbies of 
the campus. 

The tornado warning came 
just after the SEJC awards were 
presented at a luncheon for all 
of the schools that attended the 
conference. Sidelines staff 
members Keith Ryan 

Cartwright, Josh Ezzell, 
Raymond Hutzler and Robin 
Wallace received awards. 

After the warning was given, 
students and sponsors noncha- 
lantly headed toward the stairs 
to follow procedure. But as soon 
as one was able to see the vio- 
lent storm brewing a few feet 
away, panic struck. Students 
screamed and ducked as large 
tree branches blew by and doors 
(lew open, letting in rain and 
debris. Several fearful students 
started running back into the 
banquet room and had to be 
calmed down and led down- 
stairs to safety. 

"I had practiced for a torna- 
do drill before, but this was the 
first time I'd ever been in a real 
tornado," Callier said. "You 
could just feel the nervous ener- 
gy from the crowd of people at 
the conference and it made it 
worse. I had calmed down, but 

by being around all that ner- 
vousness, I got worked up 
again." 

As the worst part of the 
storm died down, student jour- 
nalists jumped at the chance for 
an eyewitness story opportunity 
and began running around out- 
side filming and photographing 
damage and talking to other 
conference attendees. 

Most left the campus and 
went back to their hotels in 
hopes of working power and 
phones, including the MTSU 
group. But no luck was to be 
found. Upon reaching the 
Landmark Hotel, Callier, 
Himebaugh and Huckabay were 
told to leave because the hotel 
had also received great damage 
and had no power. So they 
made the 300-mile trip back to 
Murfreesboro in torrential rain 
the entire way, with some 
awards in hand. 

The SEJC awards include: 
Cartwright won a first place 
award for the best in-depth 
story open category and anoth- 
er first place for the best feature 
story open category. Ezzell 
received an honorable mention 
in the best sports story open 
category. Hutzler got third place 
for the best computer-generated 
news artwork. Wallace earned 
an honorable mention for the 
best sports game photograph. 
Collage Editor Nathalie Mornu 
won third place in the best mag- 
azine article category. WMTS 
broadcaster Elizabeth Hansen 
also placed first for the best 
radio news story. 

Reportedly, Sidelines won a 
few other awards, but those 
were to be given out on 
Saturday, and because the 
remainder of the conference 
was cancelled, the staff is still in 
suspense. ♦ 

Basketball 
Tournament 

Men&Women-ages18&up 

Saturday, March 3,2001 

HOW WILL THIS LEAGUE WORK? 
Teams will be placed in divisions according to their average age. 
There will be divisions for men and women. There will also be a 

Greek division fofWTSU fraternities and sororities. Champions in each division will receive top quality, custom- 
designed awards Door prizes will also be awarded throughout the day. Exact age divisions will not be deter- 

mined until later in the registration process. Ml proceeds go to tone money lor One Goal Sporty 

Team Cost; 
$80 per team of 3 or 4 players (registered by Feb. 23) 

$120 per team of 3 or 4 players (registered between Feb. 24 ■ March 2) 
5160 per team of 3 or 4 players {registration at the door, March 3) 

'All teams registered by February 23 will be guaranteed entry. 
Ml other registration will depend on spoce available. * 

Call the ONE GOAL OFFICE (896-7309) for more information 

• 

SGA Spring Elections 

CAMPUS DEIWERY 0NIY 

896-0028 
118 N. Baird Lane 

10" 1 - item pizza 
BreadsticKS 

1 Coke 

$5.99 
NO COUPON REQUIRED 

EXPIRES 9-30-01 
Valid at this location only. Not valid with any other offer. Customer 
pays sales tax where applicable. Our drivers carry less than $20.00 

SGA Executive Officers 
SGA Senators 

March 5 - 7 
VETE DriLiTlE 

ULIU.nTSL.ElU/UEBnT 
Run-off elections will be March 12-14 
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Up 'til Dawn: Partying with a purpose 
Committee to give rides to class, eatery charity for fund-raising efforts TW O      wH   KS 

By Omar Burgess 
Staff Writer 

In an effort to raise 
awareness and money for 
underprivileged children, 
MTSU will host its second 
annual Up'Til Dawn festi- 
val at 8 p.m., Feb. 23 in the 
Recreation Center. 

Building on last year's 
successful campaign, 
which raised $21,000 for 
St. Jude's Medical Center, 
the Up 'Til Dawn coordi- 
nating committee aims to 
raise $25,000 this year. 
Campus organizations as 
well as off-campus organi- 
zations can sponsor an 
unlimited    amount    of 

teams. Participating orga- 
nizations pay a $750 
entrance fee per four-to- 
eight-member team, with 
all proceeds going to St. 
Jude's. 

"Funding the event 
may be the only downside 
because it's extremely 
expensive," said Emma 
May, a student worker in 
the Up 'Til Dawn recruit- 
ing committee. 

With backing from Ci- 
Ci's Pizza, Sterling Gables 
apartments and radio sta- 
tion 107.5 The River, cor- 
porate sponsorship plays a 
large part in making the 
Up 'Til Dawn fundraiser 
successful. This allows the 

general public, who can 
attend for a $10 admission 
fee, access to such activi- 
ties as massages, 
makeovers and quality 
food. 

Games, patient speech- 
es and dances are also 
incorporated to literally 
keep participating team 
members up until dawn. 
Anthony Criss, who 
attended the event last 
year, said the event has 
"something for everyone." 
While Criss does admit to 
being very tired after the 
event, he says that the 
patient testimonials made 
his fatigue seem much less 
important. 

May, who also attended 
last year's event as a team 
member of the sorority 
Chi Omega, said, "When 
you see someone who's 
suffering from leukemia, 
the fact that you've been 
there for 12 hours seems a 
lot less important." 

A spirit committee 
helps keep morale up with 
dances and door prizes for 
teams and individuals 
who are doing things to 
improve morale. This can 
include anything from 
interaction with a patient 
to excelling during group 
dances. 

"You're really trying to 
get    the   'Big   L.O.V.E.' 

award, which stands for 
living our values daily," 
Criss said. "If you're in a 
fraternity or sorority you 
live for this kind of stuff, 
because it's really all about 
giving back to the com- 
munity." 

In a separate fund-rais- 
ing effort, the Up *Til 
Dawn Committee is spon- 
soring Karts for Kids. 
Committee members will 
be driving around campus 
today giving students 
rides to their classed in 
golf carts. Rides will be $1, 
and students can be 
picked up at the informa- 
tion table on the Knoll. 
The event  is scheduled 

from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
The committee has 

arranged a benefit lunch 
at Outback Steakhouse 
Tuesday from 11 a.m until 
2 p.m. For a $10 donation, 
supporters will receive an 
outback special or chicken 
on the barbie, a caesar 
salad, a drink and a 
blooming onion per table. 

For more information 
on the Up 'Til Dawn fund- 
raisers, contact Maggie 
Prugh in the Keathley 
University Center, Room 
306, or call 904-8418. 
More information also 
can be found on the offi- 
cial Web site at 
www.mtsu.edu/uptldawn.# 

MTSU to sponsor free health fair 
By Amanda Maynord 
Staff Writer 

The cold and flu epidemic 
may be running wild, but 
MTSU is getting prepared. 
MTSU's annual Community 
Health Education and 
Promotion Fair is Tuesday in 
the Tennessee Room of the 
James Union Building from 9 
a.m. until noon. 

The fair will offer many free 
health services to the public. 
These include blood pressure 
checks,   vision   and    hearing 

screenings, body fat testing, 
bone marrow testing and sickle 
cell testing. 

The African American 
History Month Committee, the 
Public and Community Health 
division of the health depart- 
ment, and the School ot 
Nursing are assisting in the 
event. 

Representatives from the 
organizations will be distribut- 
ing free literature concerning 
nutrition, prostate cancer, 
breast   cancer   and   sexually- 

transmitted diseases. 
The fair's primary sponsor, 

Central Tennessee Area Health 
Education Center, is also pro- 
viding a limited number of glu- 
cose and cholesterol checks. 

Participants lor these tests 
are urged not to eat or drink 
anything before testing. 

The fair will also include 
programs featuring Dr. Barbra 
Akins Hodges of Family Health 
Associates in Murfreesboro and 
Tennessee National Guard 
Captain Nikki Gentry. 

The fair is taking place dur- 
ing Black History Month, and 
Hodges will take this opportu- 
nity to speak on African- 
American health issues. 

Gentry will be discussing the 
threat of methamphetamines in 
Tennessee. The program is 
scheduled to begin at 11:30 a.m. 

For more information about 
the Health Education Fair, call 
443-5180 or contact event 
directors Cheryl Ellis at 898- 
2987 and Ralph Metcalf at 898- 
2987. ♦ 

For all our content 
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visit us on the Web 
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Nashville Area 
College to Career Fair 

For Juniors, Seniors, Graduate 
Students, and Alumni 

Networking Bonanza! 
Job Opportunities! 

Tuesday, February 27, 2001 
Noon - 5 p.m. 

I-24 EXPO at the Smyrna Exit 

TODDINGTON HEIGHTS 
$199 Move in Special 

No Rent till Jan. 2001 

One  and  TWO        1306 Bradyville Pike 
Bedrooms (off Tenn. Blvd.) 

Close to Campus   **90- 

nPANUC? 

D CALL THE 

Here's what clients say 
about the center 

I could talk without feeling 
embarrassed 

I could ask the counselor 
anything 

When I walked in the door I 
felt I would be cared for. They 
treated me with kindness and 

respect. 

All services FREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Pregnancy tests 

Confidential options counseling 

Pre-oatal support group 

Post abortion support 

• 

Regular Hours 
Monday 9-1 
Tuesday 9-5 

Wednseday 9-5 
Thursday 9-8 

Friday 9-1 

Evening and weekend 
hours available 

W} m •JOUTHIDK AgfXrC. 

GIVE US A CALL WE CAN HELP. 

The Pregnancy 
Support Center 

893-0228 
Bel m.inl Park Suite 801 
745 South Church Street 
Murtreesboro, TN 37130 

Free tickets and rosters of employers are 
available in the MTSU Placement Center. 

KUC 328 

Presented by the Nashville Area Colleges and Universities 
And the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 

GRADUATION FAIR 
Middle Tennessee State 

University 

"3 
Nashville Area 

Teacher Recruitment Fair 
For Juniors, Seniors, Graduate 

Students, and Alumni 

Meet recruiters and have on-site 
interviews with many school districts. 

Tuesday, February 27, 2001 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

I-24 EXPO at the Smyrna Exit 

Free tickets and rosters of employers are available 
in the MTSU Placement Center. 

KUC 328 

Student Teachers who are unable to obtain their tieket on campus must present 
their MTSU ID at the lair Entrance 

ATTN: May Graduates 
Monday - Tuesday, February 19 - 20 

9:00 a.m. -6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday, February 21-23 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Phillips Bookstore 
Order your Cap & Gown 

&* Order your Personalized Graduation Announcements 

<£ Order your Official MTSU ring 

4gj Meet with Financial Aid, Records, Institutional Effectiveness and 
Research, Placement & Student Publications 

fastens 
t» 
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From the staff 

SGA proves students 
still have some power 

Because of action taken by the Student Government 
Association, free printing has now been restored to the 
Business and Aerospace Building computer lab and will be 
available in all other major computer labs by March 1. 

In the past, students have criticized SGA for "not doing 
anything" or "not having any real power." It's true that SGA 
has had its share of problems, but it has come through for 
the students a time or two, especially in this particular case. 

Throughout the fall semester, you may have heard com- 
plaints, or even complained yourself, about the new fee to 
print paper in some of the major computer labs. 

After the SGA received complaints from students, it decid- 
ed something needed to be done. 

Senators proposed a bill, arguing that students already pay 
a technology fee each semester and it would be a rip off to 
charge us again for printing. Then, the bill was voted on by 
the House of Representatives, and approved by SGA 
President John Marshall, Student Life office and the Faculty 
Senate. After all that, the bill granting students free printing 
in the computer labs was put into effect. 

This is proof that the SGA does have some "real" power. 
Students can no longer say the the SGA doesn't do anything 
worthwhile. However, in order for it to continue moving in 
the right direction and represent the best interests of the stu- 
dents, we must give it as much support as possible. 

We think everyone should contact the SGA and tell its 
members how much you appreciate what they've done. Let's 
support our student government more. With our help, it will 
be able to do bigger and better things, and hopefully, contin- 
ue to save us money. 

Contact SGA at 898-2464 and let the people know how 
much you appreciate thier actions. Also, show your appreci- 
ation by not taking advantage of free printing. 

We've all seen the stacks of paper surrounding the print- 
ers in the computer labs. It's a result of students printing out 
books and not even picking them up. 

Let's try to be more conscious of all the paper and ink we 
use before we find ourselves paying for printing again. 
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MTSU not what it claims to be 
Image is everything. It seems to be 

the way of our culture currently. I've 
finally given in myself. I dress like a 
bohemian writer, I discuss the arts at a 
coffee house and sit alone in the cor- 
ner looking pensive. People think I'm 
a writer. Little do they know, I am a 
hack. 

You should try it. Be anything you 
want. Or rather, look like anything 
you want. As far as I can tell, there 
isn't much of a difference anymore. 
Our fine university has taken a similar 
stance. 

Last Monday I was with the group 
of students and faculty protesting Al 
Gore' s class. Some passersby objected 
to our protest. I've been told we were 
embarrassing the university and 
Gore's presence is great publicity for 
MTSU. 

I suppose it is good publicity if you 
don't mind Al Gore's class. He will 
not be here for all ten lectures. It 
appears he won't be speaking much at 
the classes he does attend, and he did- 

Bathroom 
Stall 

Graffiti 
Nick Fowler 

Staff Columnist 

n't develop the curriculum for the 
class. He will, however, be telling the 
world he's teaching about community 
building and trying to stay in the pub- 
lic eye until the next election. 

MTSU gets to say Al Gore teaches 
here. 

Image is everything. 
Then, there's the new $1.4 million 

courtyard. I'm sure it will be very 
attractive. Students will have a new 
place to hang out and look scholarly. 
Visitors will look at it and think we 
have a very fine campus. 

We won't tell anybody that our 

teachers have to buy their own chalk. 
As for that inadequate and unsight- 

ly Art Barn - no problem. We've got a 
life-size cardboard cutout of a new art 
building. 

Image is everything. 
Throughout the state, and I sus- 

pect, even the nation, high schools 
and universities are pouring money 
into athletic programs. 

Don't you know a winning football 
team means the school is good? It 
seems to be working. The football 
team is improving. Soon, we'll have a 
winning team, and we'll rally behind 
them and be proud of our school. 

We'll make national headlines. 
We'll soon forget about any academic 
shortcomings. 

Image is everything. 
I can understand why we've chosen 

aesthetics over substance. It's cheaper 
and easier. We can cover MTSU in a 
thin candy shell of a class-A universi- 
ty. Nobody will know. I won't tell if 
you won't. ♦ 

Green party has starry eyes 
Waiting for Ralph Nader to speak 

was interesting for those in attendance 
at his recent lecture at Vanderbilt. 

I noticed a man who looked like 
everyone's grandfather except in earth 
toned hemp, gleefully snapping pic- 
tures of his wife who had cultivated 
the Laura Ingels Wilder look exactly 

Another guy sitting in front of me 
slightly resembled Art Garfunkel 
before the curls got to be too much. 
He wore a vintage corduroy blazer 
with black Chuck Taylor high top 
sneakers and I overheard him telling 
the girl sitting next to him, "Listen 
babe, everything is so corporate now - 
those $%!@#$! Nike sheep are ruining 
this country!" 

His girlfriend sat wide-eyed and 
nodded sympathetically. 

I was starting to wish I'd consulted 
the Haight Ashbury dress manual 
when the lights began to dim. The 
chatter ceased and a burst of applause 
erupted into a standing ovation when 
Ralph finally treaded across the stage. 
I realized I'd forgotten to bring a pen 
to write down any good quotes Nader 
might say to put in my article. But as 
it turned out, there were none. 

At first glance, Ralph Nader looks a 
little like any other disheveled but 
brilliant academic in his Bass loafers 
and low-key blue suit. He has a no- 
nonsense, straight-talk style that 
works well in debating and no doubt 
came from his days as a Harvard law 
student. In the question and answer 

Staff 
Columnist 

Fancy 
This 
Jennifer 
McMillen 

session, when a student tried to box 
him in on a quote, Nader replied, 
"That's the kind of stuff my oppo- 
nents put out so people like you will 
believe it so don't worry about it." The 
kid managed to get out a meek 
"Thank you Mr. Nader" before jam- 
ming his fists into his pockets and 
quickly returning to his seat. 

My problem with Ralph Nader and 
his minion is what economist Paul 
Krugman calls "economics based on 
anecdotes rather than facts." 

Sensitive bearded men and philos- 
ophy professors salivate at Nader's 
rantings about greedy corporate exec- 
utives donned in Lorenzo Latini suits 
made from profits they earned by 
exploiting little "Pedro" in a sweat- 
shop. Many overseas companies have 
taken the Third World for all it's 
worth. 

However, many residents have 
experienced improved living condi- 
tions in countries where Nike and Gap 
have opened shop. Sure, when con- 
trasted to our standard of living, their 

wages are abysmal. But remember why 
these jobs left the states to begin with. 

Last summer I had the privilege of 
visiting lapan and got to wade around 
barefoot in a rice paddy. Whereas I 
could hose my off my feet and go 
home, however the field workers have 
to share their work space with frogs 
and mosquitoes eight hours a day. 

For a worker on a rice paddy, 
struggling to feed his family, I'm 
guessing the conditions and wages 
offered in a factory would be a wel- 
comed improvement. 

Opponents of globalization have 
forgotten the market for wages is just 
that — a market. If the conditions and 
low wages in these factories were too 
much to endure, people wouldn't 
work there. 

But just the opposite has hap- 
pened. New export industries have 
spread like wildfire and allowed work- 
ers in developing countries to experi- 
ence a higher standard of living. 

Of course, trying to get Nader's 
supporters to agree to this is like herd- 
ing cats. 

When I was ready to bolt, Nader 
called for a revamping of the college 
curriculum in favor of the liberal arts. 
This caused the audience to leap out 
of their seats like parishioners at a tent 
revival meeting. At that moment, I 
thought I saw, maybe, a dozen or so 
little pink swooshes symbolizing the 
winged goddess Nike herself. Nah, it 
couldn't be. ♦ 

-i- -i-  -I-  ^i-   - •'-  »i-  ^i-  ^i- ^j™  ~j\"  "J*C   ~if\    ~t\    "J"C   */jC   "jC Dear Annie ~*\   "i*\   "i*\   ~*C ~"C "JjC "|C "j*\ 

Dear Annie, 
My boyfriend and I broke 

up about a month ago. We 
broke up because our lives 
were going in different direc- 
tions. Since then we have had 
sex a few times. It just seems to 
happen. I miss having him in 
my life. Is it a bad idea to have 
sex with an ex? 

- A Confused Ex- Girlfriend. 

Dear Confused Ex-Girlfriend, 

I think the first question you 
should answer is why did this "hap- 
pen?" Is it because you miss having 
sex with him? Do you think having 
sex again will bring him back into 
your life? It really doesn't matter 
what your reasoning, having sex with 
an ex is a big mistake. Sex doesn't 
make a relationship. It won't bring 
him back into your life. It is a 
momentary fix that will only create 
more hurt feelings.   You can't move 

forward if you keep going backward. 
If sex with your ex "keeps happen- 

ing," when will it "stop happening?" 
When you find someone else? If 

you do find someone else will you 
keep having sex with your ex? Think 
about it. If sex is this casual to you .. 
. when will it ever be special again? 

There is another possibility you 
must never forget, what if you 
become pregnant? 

Your relationship wasn't working, 
move on. 

Letters to the Editor 
Mail your comments to Box 42, drop them off at JUB 310 or e-mail them to stupubs@mtsu.edu.  Letters may be edited for length, grammar or content 

Fix the drainage 
on campus, county 

To the Editor, 
Oh God, please don't let it rain any 

more, because I don't own a canoe or 
an airboat that will float me to class. 
What's the deal with water drainage at 
MTSU and the rest of Rutherford 
county? 

We go to sleep at night while a light 
drizzle falls and we wake up to "MTSU, 
the land of a lot of water." Courtyards 
are six inches deep, roads have turned 
into canals and some sidewalks need to 
have "no fishing" signs along their 
banks. I was almost tempted to grab 
my baitcaster Thursday morning 
instead of my bookbag. 

In addition, as a resident on cam- 
pus, my childhood dreams of living in 
a castle have come true because my 
dorm is now surrounded by a moat. 

So, I guess a lot of rain does have a 
few advantages. Hey, maybe we can get 

a couple of new MTSU clubs out of 
this. "FSW - Fisherman for Standing 
Water" - sounds good to me. 

Joey Fortner 

Stop protesting, 
accept Gore 

To the Editor, 
I'm writing in regard to the Gore 

protest held Monday on campus. I was 
a firsthand witness to this campus 
annoyance. 

I don't understand why people feel 
the need to protest things anymore; it's 
not the 60s. Why can't people accept 
how things are? 

Many people were yelling at the 
protesters from their nearby dorm 
rooms. 

I would be enraged if I was awak- 
ened from my afternoon nap because 
some people were outside "protesting". 

I'm sure I would also blast some 
hip-hoppin' beats as loud as possible 

from my window if there was a bunch 
of dumb shouting nearby - or even yell 
in my best uneducated tone at the 
demonstrators. I mean, as an upper- 
middle class white male in this coun- 
try, I can't see what's wrong with any- 
thing anyway. 

Al Gore? He's a real champion of 
our society. We should be ignorantly 
grateful about such a wise, responsible 
public servant coming to our school. I 
mean, of course he knows about com- 
munity building! Remember NAFTA? 
He was the bandleader for that policy 
and I'm sure that its working out well, 
even though I haven't checked since it 
was passed. 

So what if he wants to teach here. I 
say let him. He'd probably feel more at 
home here than off somewhere raising 
money in a Buddhist temple. 

To everyone who disagrees -1 think 
you should keep your opinions to 
yourself and accept how it is. 

Most Sincerely, 
Chris Spoltore, RIM Major 

Gore, an atheist 
teaching religion 

To the Editor, 
Does anyone else think it is redun- 

dant for Al Gore to be teaching a "com- 
munity building' class that "centers 
around the family" when the man is 
pro-abortion? 

To me, personally, this is the equiv- 
alent of an atheist teaching religion. 

How can this man straddle so many 
fences? Oh yes, he is a democrat. 

I wonder how his faith affects his 
conscience at night. 

Sure, he and Tipper kept all their 
kids; but considering his pro-abortion 
stand, I would not want to take his 
"community building" class. 

He should be teaching a class called 
"how to play all sides" - something he 
seems to have experience with. 

Natalie Norton 
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Sweater Sifc^eSS 

By Phoenix Taylor 
Fashion Writer 

Teresa Robinson, a Smithviile native, 
is one of the three main teachers who 
works in the Human Sciences building, 
teaching fashion classes. 

In 1999, she received an award giv- 
ing her the honorary title of "Professor 
Robinson", from her department. She 
has acquired a B. S. degree in fashion 
merchandizing, a Masters and PhD 
degree in textiles, merchandizing and 
design from L'.T Knoxville. 

Not only is she a professor, who 
teaches at least nine academic classes a 
year, but she is an international busi- 
nesswoman. 

Her enterprise T. Bryan and 
Associates is co-owned by her husband 
Ken Robinson, who is a professional 
photographer at MTSU. T Bryan and 
Associates is a woman's apparel sweater 
company that imports and wholesales 
hand knitted sweaters from 
Montevideo, Uruguay in South 
America. 

She has two daughters Chloe, age 12 
and Claire age five. 

Robinson from childhood has 
always had fashion in her blood. At age 
two she "made her first retail sale", by 
selling a pair of overalls to a farmer in 
her father's retail store Maurice's Family 
Clothiers. As she has matured, her sell- 
ing skills, patience, and watchful eye 
has lead her to become a successful 
woman in the competitive world of 
fashion. 

Phoenix Taylor: You exemplify 
today's millennium woman. How do 
you juggle teaching classes, managing 
your family, and having your own busi- 
ness? 

Photo by Phoenix Taylor | Staff 

Dr.Teresa Robinson working with 
material for her sweater line. 

teaching career at MTSU, and main- 
taining a business are tough. I've 
learned to organize time as efficiently 
as possible, and handle multiple tasks 
simultaneously. 

PT: When you were growing up, did 
you look up to any fashion designers? 
Who provided your motivation into 
the fashion field? 

T.R: Growing up, this sounds corny, 
but I looked up to my parents for 
motivation. Both my mother and 
father were in the fashion business for 
over 75 years. So, I grew up in the 
business. My mother was the creative 
one, and my father had the business 
savvy of the industry. I was always 
watching and observing everything, to 
determine what trends were occurring, 
what was selling, etc. 

P.T: Have you ever faced any diffi- 
culties, being a woman and entrepre- 
neur, while trying to get your business 
off the ground? 

T.R: The biggest difficulties that I 
have faced really had nothing to do 
with being a female. I have NEVER let 
that become an obstacle in my life. My 
major obstacles has been dealing with 
sourcing suppliers, and learning more 
about importing, etc. And, of course, 
the language barrier presents a chal- 
lenge. I know just enough Spanish to be 
dangerous! 

P.T: What has motivated you to spe- 
cialize with sweaters instead of creating 
other garments like pants, skirts ect. 

T.R: My motivation for developing a 
sweater line, as compared to other 
apparel, came from a "heart-to-heart" 
discussion with my husband. We both 
had desires to accomplish something 
more in life, and we hoped to do so, by 
combining our interests - my interest in 
the fashion business, and his interest in 
South America (he grew up in Uruguay 
and Brazil as a missionary kid). So, our 
initial research involved looking at skills 
and manufacturing capabilities in the 
apparel industry in both countries. 
From our research and communication 
with embassies, we soon found that, 
hand knitting, is a very viable skill that 
exists in Uruguay. Also, wool is a very 
available resource in Uruguay, due to 
the large sheep industry. Likewise, 
hand-knitting skills are NOT readily 
available in the United States. So, any 
product that we developed would not 
compete with current U.S. 
industry/labor. 

PT: How long does it take to process 

Teresa Robinson:  luggling a family, a       See Fashion, 6 

48th Annual Philosophy Conference coming to university 
By Alan Coulter 
Staff Writer 

Many southern students are sick of 
being referred to as less intelligent 
because of their geographical loca- 
tion. Television shows, movies and 
books tend to depict us as rednecks 
with only half of our teeth. 

Perhaps these stereotypes would 
vanish if more people were to see us 
in our academic light. Well, here is 
one of the many chances to do that. 

MTSU will proudly host the 48th 
Annual Southeastern Undergraduate 
Philosophy Conference on March 2- 
3,2001. 

Approximately 30 students 
throughout the South have been 
invited to read and exhibit the fruits 
of their intellectual labor. The repre- 
sented universities include, but are 
not limited to: Y.mderbilt University, 
Tennessee Slate University, the 
University of Memphis, UT- Martin, 
UT- Chattanooga. Emory University 
and Belmont. 

Five of the 30 speakers will be our 
own fellow MTSU students. Damon 

Runnels, Damon Matthew Carter and 
Bryan Chance spoke at last year's con- 
ference and are scheduled to make 
another appearance. 

Two newcomers, Kirsten (ulsgard 
and Lori Bruner, will also grace the 
audience with papers from their phi- 
losophy courses. 

The institutions' philosophy pro- 
fessors turned in all participants' 
names. The chosen 30 papers have 
been recognized by professional 
philosophers to have extraordinary 
merit and need to be shared outside 
«'l the classroom. 

Each student will have 20 minutes 
to present his or her work. They will 
have an additional 15 to 20 minutes 
for feedback and discussion from 
conference participants. The discus- 
sion portion tends to be more benefi- 
cial for the students by giving them a 
chance to add renowned philoso- 
phers' views directly to their own. 

Clarence Johnson, MTSU profes- 
sor and coordinator of this year's con- 
ference, hopes the series of meetings 
will prove to be an inspiration. 

"Because this conference is open to 

the public, we hope to have students 
ol other academic interests attend - 
not just philosophy," said Johnson. 
"It will make others feel they can do 
this too, regardless of their program." 

Each year, a keynote speaker is 
asked to attend. This year's speaker is 
Professor )ohn Lachs of Vanderbilt 
University. 

Key topics are usually chosen to 
gather maximum interest from the 
students and other members of the 
public. This year is no different. 
Lachs' address is titled "Immortality 
and Other Unintelligible Hopes." 

"When anyone mentions Cod, 
death, hell, dying [and] spirituality, 
people's ears perk up," says lohnson. 
"We wanted a subject that was timely 
to our society's interest." 

Because of the magnitude of such 
a conference, planning starts early. 

Generally, the school chosen to 
host the event begins planning two 
years before the conference date. 
MTSU was no exception. With little 
money and a big motivation, the 
pieces finally fell into place. 

lohnson would like to give special 

thanks to  Myra  Norman 
Office of Special Projects. 

"We have a small budget, and they 
have made this possible," said 
lohnson. "We are very grateful." 

We can only hope MTSU students 
will repay this effort by showing their 
appreciation in attendance on March 
2. 

Future   sites   are  already 
preparing for their year 
to host this confer- 
ence,    which    has 
become   an   aca- 
demic tradition. 

The University 
of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga has 
already made 
arrangements    to 
host      the      49th 
A    n     n    u    a 
Southeastern 
Philosophy Conference. 

The    milestone    50th 
anniversary is likely to be 
held at the University of the South, 
also known as Sewanee, but it has not 
been confirmed. ♦ 

■■ 
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FAST SERVICE 

The MTSU Fencing Club teaches a 
beginning class on basketball court 
#6 In the Rec Center from 6 to 7 
p.m. through May. For information 
contact Stuart Bernstein at 898- 
5998. 

Campus Crusade for Christ invites 
everyone to attend CRU, the weekly 
fellowship and worship meeting on 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the LRC 
Room 221. For information, contact 
Mike Lipscomb at 848-6741 or Eric 
Rodgers at 896-2039. 

Campus Recreation sponsors a 
springboard diving class through Feb. 
23 at the Rec Center pool from 7 to 
7:50 p.m. For information, call 898- 
2104. 

The MTSU Martial Arts Club meets 
weekly on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the Rec 
Center. For information, contact 
Billy Colepaugh at 898-2104. 

Through Feb. 23, the KUC Cube 
Gallery presents KC Stout perform- 
ing a painting using the space of the 
cube as her framing device. 

Live in Franklin, Brentwood or Cool 

Springs? Save money on gas, time 
and energy by Joining the student 
carpool. Send an e-mail with your 
schedule and contact information to 
frankiincarpooi@aol.com or call 591- 
0290. 

Sign up for ait divisions of intramural 
softball at the Rec Center until 
March 6. Practice begins March 21. 
For information, contact Chris 
Gravlee at 898-2104. 

Sign up for men and women's intra- 
mural wrestling tournament at the 
Rec Center. For Information, contact 
Mark Owens at 898-2104. 

Want to be one of the 15 students 
chosen by Campus Recreation to 
attend a Nashville Predators hockey 
game on March I at 4:30 p.m.? 
Contact Ray or Vanessa at 898-2104. 

The June Anderson Women's Center 
sponsors a lecture by Dr. Cheryl Ellis, 
"Our Bodies Ourselves," from 12 to 
I p.m. in die Sun Trust Room in the 
BAS. For information or to sign up, 
call 898-2193. 

Thursday, Feb. 22 

A Free Legal Clinic is at the June 
Anderson Women's Center from 7 

to 9 p.m. For information, contact 
Chastity Hyde at 898-2193. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
EVENTS 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 

A session on the "importance of 
Finishing High School and Going to 
College" is in the KUC at 8 a.m. 

Dr.Adonijah Bakari speaks on 
"Reflections On a Sojourn to 
Nigeria" in Peck Hall Room 222 at 
12:30 p.m. 

Congressman Harold Ford speaks in 
the BAS State Farm Room at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 21 

Justice Nathaniel R. Howse, Jr. recog- 
nizes the "Writing Contest Winners" 
at the School Student Luncheon in 
the JUB Tennessee Room at 11:30 

Thursday, Feb. 22 

A debate on the "Disunity Among 
Black Students" is in the AASA 
Building from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Fashion: Professor teaches fashion from a unique perspective 
Continued from 5 

and manufacture your sweaters? 
TR: Working on a sweater 

line   begins  AT   LEAST   nine 
months in advance of the selling 
season. 

PT: Do you plan on expand- 
ing your product line? 

TR: At this point, there are 
no expansion plans. I do occa- 
sionally design a few men's 
sweaters, but primarily for my 
husband. I had some pieces spe- 
cially made, when I was preg- 
nant but have no plans for 
developing a maternity line. 
Occasionally, I do have a skirt, 
or jacket, shawl, etc. in the line, 
but that is not the dominant 
focus. 

PT: Where can your sweaters 
be found? 

TR: Our sweaters have typi- 

cally been wholesaled in the 
Atlanta and Chicago apparel 
marts. On the average, they have 
been sold to high-end specialty 
stores in cold weather markets, 
and in ski markets. 

PT: What sizes and styles do 
you offer? What are the price 
ranges? 

TR: The sweater line typical- 
ly is made in S, M, L sizing. 
Wholesale price points ranges 
from $60.00 - $75.00, meaning 
that the retail prices (at the 
store) averages $120- $150. 

PT: As for your fashion line 
Jane Ashley, do you have a staff 
of artist to create visuals or 
motifs patterns? 

TR: My line actually falls into 
two categories. One of the cate- 
gory sweater lines has colors 
and patterns typically found in 
ski sweaters. The other category 
is more fashion forward. These 

sweaters are mostly made out ol 
abstract patterns, varying in 
mostly vibrant colors. I have ,i 
designer in Uruguay who helps 
work out the knitting patterns, 
etc. with me. 

PT: Being that it's winter and 
temperatures are cold, what 
should a consumer look for in 
purchasing a sweater? 

TR: Look for the Woolmark 
label, which tells the consumer 
that the wool yarn used in the 
product has passed very high 
quality standards and is 
approved by the International 
Wool Bureau. We use only Wool 
Bureau approved woolen yarns. 

PT: As far as quality, and 
comfort, how do you care for 
sweaters? 

TR: The safest way to care tor 
your wool sweater is to have it 
dry-cleaned regularly. Folded 
storage  is   much   better  than 

hanging storage, for shape 
retention. Wool garments need 
to "air" periodically also. With 
proper product knowledge, 
wool sweaters can be carefully 
hand washed in a very mild 
detergent, and lay it flat to dry. 
NEVER put a wool sweater in a 
dryer - the end result will be a 
sweater that might fit your 
Barbie doll! 

PT: I once heard it was better 
to specialize in one area of 
product development and be 
the best at it. Of course, you 
should be the best at anything 
that you do. Do you feel that has 
helped you in the fashion indus- 
try? 

TR: I do feel that some 
degree of specialization is good; 
sometimes it's difficult to decide 
on the specialization. 1 had 
some background in hand knit- 
ling, but I really had to "become 

an expert, through my research 
and efforts. 

PT: Right now the long 
sweater jackets are hot this sea- 
son. They are becoming a classic 
piece to have in your closet, are 
you carrying those? 

TR: I have had long sweater 
jackets in my line, from time to 
time! 

PT: Do you have tips, advice 
for young fashion designers, or 
any body exploring the design 
field looking to start their own 
business? 

TR: Develop a very sound 
business plan. Carefully investi- 
gate ALL possible expenses of 
the business. 

Don't expect to be an 
overnight sensation. Likewise, 
don't expect to make instant 
profits; it takes years!!! Don't 
give up!! ♦ 

SIDELINES 
STUDENT BALLOT 

Nomination for Outstanding Teacher Award 
2000-2001 

I Nominate  
(Please Print Full Name of Instructor) 

from 
(Department of Nominee) 

for a 

2000-2001 Outstanding Teacher Award 

(Nominees must be full-time faculty members to be eligible) 

(Please type or print clearly) 

Signature 

Please return this ballot to: 

Office of Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
119 Cope Administration Building 

Mailing address: P/VPAA - CAB 119 

Deadline 

Tuesday. March 13. 2001 

SAVE MONEY 

KUC 
INI 

MART 
Bottled Water 

Gatorade 

Sobe Tea 

ICEES-Cola & Cherry 

b3V6 on Auto Insurance. 

We offer a variety of auto insurance discounts. Call me... Stop 

by... Log on - it's your choice! 

• Auto     • Home     • Financial Products     • Business 

Clarence M. Releford 
895-4107 
relefocPnationwide.com 
320 West Main Street. Suite 121 □ Nationwide 

Insurance & 
Financial Services 
F*»o~!dr « On Kt# *«*•• 

ta> 
l*e mw*ncr imdr+wnUm liy NjtKN»v«1r lilr Wnurjotc Conipjny Nationwide Mutual l«nur*ncr Company and 

Atniuim i.irn|M».'v Mom* Oft* # Columbuv OH 412H 2220 ADI II 00 

Deli Sandwiches 

Ice 
Video Cameroon! 

60" TV 

Tobacco products 

OTC Drugs 

Laundry Supplies 

—OPEN  
Mon - Thurs : 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Fri : 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

898-5562 
located on 3rd floor KUC 

We can now accept Raider funds 
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Earnhardt, running fourth, 
grazed Sterling Marlin's car, 
crashed into the wall at the 
high-banked fourth turn going 
about 1X0 niph, and was 
smacked hard by Ken Schroder. 

Neil Bonnett, one of 
Earnhardt's best friends, was 
killed that same year in practice 
for the Daytona 500. Rodney 
Orr died in a wreck three days 
later, also in practice, and was 
the last driver killed at the track 
until Earnhardt's accident. 

"NASCAR has lost its great- 
est driver ever, and I personally 
have lost a great friend," 
NASCAR chairman Bill France 
|r. said. 

It was the second major 
wreck in five years in the 
Daytona       500       race       for 

Earnhardt, a driver known for 
his aggressiveness on the track. 
He flipped wildly on the back- 
stretch near the end of the race 
in 1997 but was not seriously 
hurt. 

Earnhardt is the leader 
among active Winston Cup 
drivers with 76 career victories. 
He also had the most victories 
at Daytona International 
Speedway, 34. 

"My heart is hurting right 
now," Waltrip said before news 
of Earnhardt's death was 
announced. "I would rather be 
any place right this moment 
than here. It's so painful." 

Earnhardt was a factor 
throughout, and spent the final 
laps close to his son and 
Waltrip, trying to block Marlin. 
Marlin had just passed 
Earnhardt, who was Irving to 

get back by him on the low side 
of the track when there was 
slight contact that sent his 
Chevrolet spinning up the 
banking. 

It turned to the right and hit 
the wall, and Schrader could not 
avoid hitting Earnhardt's car. 
Both cars slowly began to slide 
down to the bottom of the track 
as the rest of the field raced by. 

Earnhardt |r. quickly left the 
postrace celebration for 
Waltrip, and sprinted to the 
infield care center to be with his 
father. It took several minutes to 
get the elder Earnhardt out of 
the car, and he was quickly 
taken to Halifax Hospital. 

Busch Series driver Adam 
Petty, the grandson of stock car 
great Richard Petty, and 
Winston Cup driver Kenny 
Irwin, were killed  in   London, 

Earnhardt 

N.H.     last 
season. 

After the 
L o u d o n 
race last .sea- 
son, it was 
Earnhardt 
that voiced 
his disap- 
proval of 
restrictor 
plates, 
which are normally only used 
on NASCAR's two fastest tracks, 
Daytona and Talladega. 

Earnhardt's argument was 
that the plates prevented drivers 
from accelerating to make pass- 
es and get out of tight spots. 

"Race cars are race cars, not 
late model stock cars," he said. 
"They put late model stock cars 
on short tracks for kids to learn 
how to race."4 

Softball: MT must rely on youthful infield 
Continued from 10 

Ashlie Way and sophomore 
Kelly Cormier at first and senior 
Wendy Pollock and freshman 
Kristina Hieb at third. Hieb and 
Cormier each hit over .300 for 
the fall season. 

One thing that has stayed the 
same for the Lady Raiders is the 
pitching staff. lunior Jennifer 
Martinez returns to lead the 
staff. She pitched 200 innings 
last season recording a 20-12 
record and a 1.40 earned run 
average. She also sat down 229 
batters while walking only 33. 

Sophomore Stayc Preator 
racked up 136 innings last sea- 
son. She had a record of 12-7 
with an ERA of 1.64. She racked 
up 134 strikeouts while only 
allowing 21 base on balls. 

Senior Amanda Kendall 
should also see time on the 
mound. Last season she tossed 
61 innings and recorded a 6-2 
record. Her ERA was just above 

two. Another senior Courtney 
Wallace could also see time on 
the pitching rubber. She saw 
limited action last season. 

"We finally got that depth! I 
learned early when we lost our 
number one pitcher tor so 
many years in a row," Green 
said. 

Junior Laura Brockman 
leads a Middle Tennessee 
offense that led the OVC in hit- 
ting last season. Brockman led 
the team in hits (50), home runs 
(9), and RBI I season. 
Junior Steffi Silvia was second 
in hits last season with 48. She 
also posted a .304 on base per- 
centage and tied lor second on 
the team with eight stolen bases, 
Silvia also flashed a little leather 
at shortstop committing only 
three errors. 

Sophomore Erica Buhl had 
the best fall season offensively. 
She hit .464 with four home- 
runs and 14 RBIs. 

The Lady Raiders take this 

attack into the Sun Belt confer- 
ence this season. The Sun Belt is 
not easy by any means. In fact, it 
is quite the contrary. 

The Sun Belt boast 
Louisiana-Lafayette whose tra- 
dition in softball might be com- 
pared to that of Louisiana Tech 
in women's basketball. Lafayette 
has been to the regional several 
times as well as to the College 
World Series According to 
Coach Green, Louisiana- 
Lafayette was Linked eighth in 
the nation in the most recent 
poll. 

New Mexico State is new to 
the Sun Belt this season as well, 
rhey have beaten then number 
two in the nation Arizona. 
NMSU features a team with 
eight freshmen but an experi- 
enced outfield. 

Louisiana lech was once a 
softball powerhouse. As of late 
Tech has (alien out of any polls. 
They consist of seven freshmen, 
three sophomores, two juniors. 

and three seniors. Last season 
Lech posted a 22-16 record. 

Florida International has 
been ranked in the top 25 in the 
past. 

"I think it's going to be very 
even," Green said. "You better be 
ready to play on any given night 
or you're going to get a spank- 
ing. 

"If we continue recruiting 
the same type of talented play- 
ers we've had in the past and 
have now and have a work ethic 
and go about our business, we'll 
still have success in the Sun 
Belt," Green said. 

The Lad) Raiders plan to 
lake I Ins season one game at a 
time. I hey would like to be in 
the top two in the Sun Belt, have 
a good non-conference show- 
ing, and possibly recieve an at- 
large bid to the regions. Most of 
all, Middle seeks to improve. 

Middle Tennessee travels to 
Troy State this weekend for six 
games in two days.+ 

Preview: Deep pitching staff expected to lead Blue Raiders 
Continued from 10 

Middle Tennessee over the 
weekend. 

The team will be lead by 11 
seniors and one highly touted 
junior. That would be 6-foot-2 
junior from Tullahoma, Tenn., 
Dewon  Brazelton. After being 
probably the biggest surprise on 
this past summer's U.S. 
National Team, in which he 
posted the lowest earned run 
average in team history. 

Brazelton was tabbed by 
Collegiate Baseball Newspaper 
and Baseball America as a First 
Team All-American. He has 
been named as one of the top 
five draft-eligible college 
prospects in the country by 
Baseball America. 

Hyped as a first round pick 
by several publications, he has 
attracted  interest from major 

league clubs that indicates that 
these predictions may be accu- 
rate. Coach Peterson hopes that 
Brazelton will provide the team 
with much more than his gold- 
en arm. 

"He can be a leader and a ral- 
lying force  for our  team  this 
season and has been able to 
keep attention on our program. 
We're also hoping that he will 
create competition between the 
members of the pitching staff 
that will have to follow him in 
the rotation." 

Jason Moates will look to 
recover from a disappointing 
sophomore season as a Blue- 
Raider. After transferring from 
the University of Alabama, 
Moates suffered a season-end- 
ing knee injury to his medial 
collateral ligament as well as 
recovering from tendonitis in 
his elbow. 

Moates is eager to put the 
past behind him and move on. 

"I'll be on a limited pitch 
count when the season gels 
started," he says."But at least I'll 
be throwing. I'll probably be 
relieving at first, but hopefully 
I'll be able to work my way into 
the starting rotation again." 

Pitching is not the only thing 
the Blue Raiders will be bring- 
ing to the table this season. The 
team hopes to have an 
improved offense. Coach 
Peterson also says the team has 
three to four legitimate base 
stealers. 

He also feels the team has 
pretty good balance from both 
sides of the plate. 

The Blue Raiders finished 
last season with 39 victories, but 
that was competing in the Ohio 
Valley Conference. This is 2001 
and MTSU will be playing in 

one of America's premier base- 
ball conferences, and things 
may not be as easy as last sea- 
son. 

One preseason publication 
has predicted the Blue Raiders 
to finish in the middle of the 
10-team division. Coach 
Peterson believes this team has 
the potential to be better than 
last year's squad. 

"We had a great year last 
year," said Peterson. "Hopefully 
we can take that final step. A lot 
of our guys got a taste of cham- 
pionship experience. There are 
lots of teams in the Sun Belt 
going tt> the regionals every year 
and I think if we do well in this 
conference then you've got to be 
considered for an at-large 
bid."* 

Acapulco • Cancun 
• Jamaica • 

tHM   Bahamas • Florida 
1-800-648-4849 

Jamaica 
Starting® $479 

Bahamas 
Starting® $529 

vvww.st3travel.com 

STliLENf 
JM^J TRAVEL 

'SERVICES 
( h 11 k 1 11   /' 11 r 11111; 11111 a       /* 1 it 1/1 1111    \ I f retin     (' It ic k r 11   \l it r\ 

m. ^WLiecctiOL3
'A 

iiSSfi $325 : 
fS£jf\mff&jEti    DAILY LUNCH   • ms£. SPECIALS 

PWME RIB OWNERS | 
FRESH SEAFOOO 
STEAKS 
PASTA DINNERS 

849-7999 
Sma 10 Home Lwpue 

Vrxcd til !l»h*» Uiuionnt in MurfrcCTfer.ro I 

Marsala        \ leaks        I'rime  Hih\ 

Dance Club / Sports Bar 
Every Tuesday BT and Shannon Every Friday 

Alex Ogburn in the Sports Bar 

Bongo Johnny's 
WEDNESDAY MIGHT JOIN US MX 

COLLEGE NIGHTS 
TEMPTATION VACATION 

18 6 UP EVERY NIGHT 

PENNY WAFT 
527 WEST MAIN SWEET 

867-1003 

APPCMING THIS WEEK 

THUHSMY FC8. 22" Dischord $4 Pitchers 

SAT. FEB 24" Vanilla Ice 

Spring Break 2001 in Pana oritla! 

',v     O 

..    - » 

J*fc*IHRMJIM. 

iif 

fa** of OaKgfeMi tonfefr * t UHf 
, Oofcfcwr Wul I, <|\>olt. Srifcorf. Jrf    Ski 

I -U IW«.il kntfab . toi^yi .Ho* 
IfowMnMt Hot h* . MH of to M IVoffo 

• Wport liMotomr Smto 

UJ"RiilkMHM~ 
*»tr«Ur$*t«lon4*t 

UH T»iH rMM-atMJ^SM (MM 
• m f«*r far BMO^fOJ OmetU 

ii. *fe Rfftervationft 800.488.8828 
www.ftandpiptrbearon.foin 

COVBOTICOSIC 
FEATURING 

DON EDWARDS 

JOHNNY   #$/ 
^WESTERN %' 

FEBRUARY 17, SATURDAY 

KUC THEATER-8:00 P.M. 
MTSU Concerts presents an evening of saddle songs, 
campfire ballads, old-fashioned yodeling, cowtown 
blues, and sagebrush serenades by Don Edwards 
and Johnny Western. With their sincere approach 
and authentic delivery, they will have you thinking of 
long, dusty cattle drives, and tumbleweeds rolling 
across the windblown prairies. Author, historian, 
musicologist, and composer/recording artist Edwards 
has been described as "the best purveyor of cowboy 
music in America today." He has entertained world- 
wide for over three decades and is considered by 
many to be the best cowboy and western music artist 
ever. Edwards sang and starred in the Robert Redford 
movie The Horse Whisperer. Radio personality and 
singer-songwriter Western wrote The Ballad of 
Paladin (Have Gun, Will Travel), has appeared in 
numerous feature films and television westerns, and 
has performed with Sons of Pioneers, Gene Autry, 
and Johnny Cash. 

KUC Theater 

Soul 
Food 

Mon/Tues 
Wed/Thur 
February 

19/20/21/22 
9:30 p.m. 

$2.00 

Mon/Tues 
Wed/Thur 
February 

19/20/21/22 
7:00 p.m. 

$2.00 

Men of Honor 
plus Men of Honor 

Fri/Sat. Feb. 23/24      6:00 p.m. only 
$2.00 

Widespread Panic 
in concert 

Saturday, April 28 
Ticket information - 898-2103 

MTSU student discount 

Visit our webpages: 
www. mtsu. edu/specevnt 
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Sweep: MT starts strong 
Continued from 10 

you saw what kind of talent we 
have. I realized that I am one of 
the leaders. I just needed to keep 
an even keel. When my team- 
mates saw that I was calm it 
helped them to relax." 

In game two, Kris Lammers 
was brilliant in his first outing 
of the season. 

The senior left-hander threw 
six scoreless innings, striking 
out nine and giving up just one 
hit. The Blue Raiders lone run 
came in the fourth inning when 
Kyle Thomas led off with a 
walk, advanced to second on a 

grounder to first base by Tjerk 
Smeets, then stole third before 
coming home on Marshall 
Nisbetts sacrifice fly. 

The Blue Raiders held on in 
the seventh inning as UNC- 
Asheville loaded the bases with 
one out. But reliever Jeremy 
Armstrong struck out two 
straight Bulldog batters to end 
the threat. Armstrong went on 
to earn the save. 

The Blue Raiders met the 
Bulldogs again on Sunday, 
results were unavailable at press 
time.* 

Blue Raiders 6, Bulldogs 2 
GAME1 

R H E 

UNC-Asheville  200 000 000   2 7 4 
Middle Tenn.        000 510 00X   6 7 2 

E. UNCA (Moncus, Mulhlan, Jaska, Neils); MT (Akers, Brazelton) 
DP-UNCA2, MT1. 
LOB - UNCA 8, MT 7. 
2B - UNCA Ronal, MT Campbell. 
SB - MT Akers. 
LP Brannon (0-1). 
WP Brazelton (1-0). 
S Davis (1). 

BE.] Fl 

! Noisel 
can   tl 

mi 
you 

rust 

Blue Raiders 1, Bulldogs 0 
GAME 2 

R H E 

UNC-Asheville  000 000 000   0 3 0 
MiddeTenn.        000  100 00X   1 1 0 

r 

E. None. 
DP - None. 
LOB - UNCA 6. MT 4. 
2B - UNCA Edick, MT Renick. 
SB - MT Thomas, Renick. 
LPSode(O-l). * 
WP Lammers (1-0). 
S Armstrong (1). 

Got a 
sports tip? 

Call 898-2816 

Up 'til Dawn 
Feb. 23 7p.m.- 7a.m. 

MTSU Rec Center 

A MTSU Fund-raiser for St. 

Jude Children's Research 

Hospital 

12 HOURS OF VOLUNTEERED INSOMNIA 

To Participate in the event 
$ 10 at the door/ 8p.m. - 12a.m. 

or Volunteer! 
CALL 904-8270 

Men drop 12th straight 
By Nicholas Hefley 
Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee got a 
break before the game even 
started on Thursday, Louisiana 
Tech senior superstar Gerrod 
Henderson was suspended for 
the game for violating team 
rules. However, the other 
Techsters didn't seem to notice 
as they romped to a decisive 
victory over the Blue Raiders 
68-53. 

La. Tech jumped out to an 
early 15-9 lead thanks to Marco 
Cole, who scored 11 of the 
Bulldogs' first 15 points. Cole, 
who came in the game averag- 
ing 12.6 points, stepped it up 
with the absence of Henderson 
and had his second best output 
of the year, scoring a game high 
25 points. 

MT would cut the lead to 
two when liro Tenngren scored 
to cap a 6-0 run and make it a 
17-15 game. However, the 
Bulldogs would go on a 10-2 
run and end the half up 34-25. 

Louisiana Tech shot an 
amazing 14-23 (60.9 percent) 
from the field the first half. 
Cole ended the half shooting 6 
of 7 from the field, 3 of 3 from 
three-point range, and scored 
16 points. Antonio Meeking 
also stepped up and scored 10 
points and grabbed 7 
rebounds. 

Middle Tennessee, however, 
shot 9-24 (37.5 percent) and 
only shot 1-8 (12.5 percent) 
from behind the arc. Tenngren 
led the way for the Raiders with 
9 points and Bryant Mitchell 
contributed 5 points. 

Louisiana Tech came out 
gunning the second half and 
with 14:30 remaining in the 
second half, the Bulldogs were 
leading 48-34. The closest MT 
would get the second half was 
after a Jonathan Whitworth lay- 
up cut the Tech lead to 63-51, 
however the Raiders would not 
have enough time and the 
Louisiana Tech would win 68- 
53. 

In addition to Cole's terrific 
output, Meeking had a double 
double scoring 18 points and 
grabbed 13 rebounds. Also, 
Zach Johnson and Marcelle 
Davis each ended up with 8 

Photo by Unity Dalrymple  |  Stiff 

liro Tenngren goes up for two in a 68-53 loss to La.Tech. 

points. 
"They made their shots," 

remarked sophomore Jani 
Hiltunen, who ended up with a 
season and career high 13 
points as did Tenngren. 

"Our game plan was to try 
to limit Meeking's touches," 
said MT coach Randy Wiel. 
"Everything we tried, they had 
an answer for, we just couldn't 
make shots." 

The Blue Raiders lost their 
12th in a row against Lousiana- 
Lafayette  Saturday  and  have 

dropped to 5-19 overall (1-12). 
Louisiana Tech improved to 16- 
9 (10-3) in Sun Belt play. They 
now sit alone in second place 
because Arkansas State lost to 
New Mexico State 92-71. 

However, Florida 
International didn't help them 
any as they lost to division 
leader Western Kentucky 69-49. 
Western still holds a one game 
lead over Louisiana Tech with 
both teams looking very tough 
going into the final weeks of the 
season.* 

HeiP the kits at S\. Jude'*, 
Aussie y+v(e 

Take a lunch break, mate, on Feb. 
20 at Outback Steakhouse to sup- 

port the youngsters at St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital. For 

a donation of l O buck-a-roos you'll 
fill up on good food and help out 

a good cause. 

Toesc/ay, Fefr« 10,1001 
11 a.ivu to 1 j>.M. 

0u+t>ack Steakhouse 
Murfreesfroro 

Sponsored by Up 'til Dawn in coordination 
with Pi Sigma Epsilon 

OUTBACK 
STEAKHOUS E® 
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UNIVERSITY 
COURIYARD 

907-0600 
1540 New Lascassas Hwy 

ucmurfreesboro@universitycourtyard.com 

Apartments Still Available 

If you have been raped call 

&9&-JAWC 
898*5292    MkUk Vtrmezsa \Litt Univenit* 

!ut:-     \rulir\,r< 
Itcimrrt't 

i   . rrf, - 

CDS * RECORDS * 
TAPES * JEWELRY 
New & Used CD's - Records 

125LasseterDr. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

OPEN MON-SAT 11-7 

m. MM m 

THRONEBERRY PROPERTIES 
A trusted name for your apartment needs lor over 29 years 

i, «| 

2426 E. Mam 8960667       1211 Hazelwood 8964470 

1735 lascassas M52     1841 New Lascassas 84D23 

Tennessee Park 
1606 N. Tenn. 890-3700 

Convenience, Style & Affordability are only a matter of choice! 

digital 
planet 
MORE THAN A 

USED CD STORE! 

'CD'S 
■ TAPES 
' VIDEOS 

VIDEO GAMES 
mRECORDS 
'POSTERS 

loc ions 
Murfreesboro 

230 Stones River 
Mall Blvd. 

(next to Sir Pizza) 
849-4070 

1111/2 W. Lytle St. 
898-1175 

this ad worth $1 off 

WIC 
works... 
Let us help. 
Good nutrition, starting with pregnancy, will provide the 
best possible start for babies and children to grow up 
strong and healthy. 

WIC is available to women, infants and children who live 
in this country, are at nutritional risk, and meet our liber- 
al income guidelines. 

Call WIC for more 
information about: 

►    / 

Supplemental foods 

■Nutrition education 

■Referrals for healthcare 

Murfreesboro: 898-7867 

Smyrna: 355-6175 

1-800-342-5942 
»    *r 

CLASSIFIEDS 
NOTICE 

Sidelines recommends that 
you use discretion before 
sending money for any 
advertised goods and serv- 
ices. We recommend that 
you get in writing a full 
description prior to send- 
ing money. 

SEEKING DRUMMER: 
Punk influenced modern 
rock band seeking drum- 
mer. Must have high moral 
character and not use alco- 
hol and/or drugs. 
Influences: Blink -182, At 
the Drive-In, Jimmy Eat 
World. Must have perma- 
nent residence in 
Murfreesboro. Call Adam 
@ 896-9290. 

EMPLOYMENT 
Nanny Needed: 
At home mom needs help. 
Monday-Friday, hours 
flexble. 5 children under 
age 7. Immediate opening, 
call 907-9800 

Rock label seeking local 
label representatives for 
marketing campaign. Call 
885-4993 or 883-2195 

I'rol/Original/Nashville- 
based R-N-R band 
w/gigs/practice/space/CD 
needs serious, experienced 
drummer, bassist, key- 
boardist. No drugs or 
hired guns. Call 874-4105 

FOR SALE 
#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Best Prices Guaranteed! 
Cancun, Jamaica, 
Bahamas, Florida. Free 
Drink Parties_so much 
more! Group rates still 
available! 1-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com 

GO DIRECT! #1 Internet- 
based company offering 
WHOLESALE Spring 
Break packages! Lowest 
price guarantee! 1-800- 
367-1252 www.spring- 
breakdirect.com 

Extra nice 1 bedroom 
condo close to campus- 
$34,900-Call 889-2374 and 
ask for Leslie Nash or 
Sharon Wright 

83 Yamaha Max 550xJ new 
tires, chain, comp board, 
starter, etc. Runs good 
$850.00 firm 867-5077 

1991 F/S Speedboat. 150 
mere w/trim and all access 
and ski access. 8 person 
cadac! runs great $4,500 
867-5077 

LaVERGNE-Lake Forest 
3BR/2BA, DR/Bay win- 
dow, Vaulted LV/FP, owner 
will help with closing 
$93,900, MI.S#328202 

LaVERGNE-Courtside 
Condos,3BM/2 1/2 BA 
townhouse, less than a yr 
old, better than new 
$98,900 MLS#358961 

SMYRNA 1/2 AC Double 
wide modular on perm, 
found., 
3BM/2BA,1500sq.ft room- 
mate friendly, all appli, 
stay include w8cd 
MLS#341698 $78,500. 
RE/MAX 1st Advantage 
777-5550 or Carolyn@331- 
1385 

SPRING BREAK Panama 
City Beach, Daytona, 
South Beach, FL Best 
Oceanfront Hotels/ 
Condos and Parties! 
Lowest prices! 
www.myspringbreak.net 
(800)575-2026 

Two motorcycle helmets, 
used, $50 obo. Call Mike 
360-0816. 

FOR RENT 
Summer Room. May 1- 
Aug 1 available now fur- 
nished and clean. Utilities 
paid $350 mo./$200 
deposit. 867-6887 or 867- 
1364 

Large room for rent. 
Completelyt furnished 21' 
x 23' room including 
cable, HBO, 29" TV, full 
size bed, washer+dryer, 
couch, recliner, 2 comput- 
er desk, nice bathroom, 
central heat and air, and 
private off street parking. 3 
blocks from square. Rent 
covers all utilities. Very 
clean and nice! Hurry- 
won't last long! Call 904- 
0558-leave message if no 
answer. Rent is $350 

One BR in University 
Courtyard available for 
sub-lease to a male from 
now until the end of July. 
Rent is $395.1 will pay 
first month's rent. Call 
Dan at 907-9859 

Two subleasors needed, 
male, poolside apartment 
at University Courtyard. 
Fully-furnished, all 
Utilities paid, private bed- 
room and bath, only $395 
monthly. February rent 
and security deposit paid! 
Call Jeff §> 867-6846 

SPRING BREAK PANA- 
MA CITY BEACH, SUM- 
MIT, LUXURY CONDOS, 
OWNER DISCOUNT 404- 
355-9637 

Need subleasor for 
University Courtyard Apts. 
One of the cleanest apart- 
ments out there. 4 bed 4 
bath. I will personally give 
the new leaser $50 to use 
as they like. Call 907-9611 
ask for Forrest. 

Apartment at University 

Courtyard 4 bedroom, 4 
bath with one room avail- 
able. $450.00 A month. If 
interested, call 848-0214. 

Two-story Townhouse 
Available Immediately. 
Two people needed ASAP 
to move in. Only 
$320/month per person 
+ utilities. Two bedroom, 1 
and 1/2 bath. If interested, 
please contact Audrey 586- 
8467 or 890-0450 

ROOMMATE 
2 female roommates want- 
ed!! Only $290 a month! 
This is a wonderful 3bdr 2 
bath apartment at 
"Waterford Place" It has a 
fireplace and vaulted ceil- 
ings and overlooks the 
swimming pool. All you 
need is you bedroom fur- 
niture. Rent is $290 plus 
1/3 utilities. Call 494-1910 
to see this gorgeous apart- 
ment 

One room available imme- 
diately in Antioch. 2 bed- 
room, 1 bath duplex min- 
utes from 1-24, Hickory 
Hollow Mall, and down- 
town Nashville 
$475/month includes utili- 
ties. Call Ray at 293-7848 

SERVICES 
Will type papers for rea- 
sonable fee! 896-3195 

FREE INFORMATION is 
available through the 
MTSU Placement Office, 
KUC Room 328. Come by 
and receive your compli- 
mentary copies of catalogs, 
pamphlets, and guides to 
learn how to write a 
resume and cover letter 
from various samples, 
gather information about 
a particular company, and 
help with interview prepa- 
ration. Video tapes are also 
available for you to view in 
the Career Library. 

POLICIES 
Sidelines will be responsi- 
ble only for the first incor- 
rect insertion of any classi- 
fied advertisement. No 
refunds will be made for 
partial cancellations. 
Sidelines reserves the right 
to refuse any advertise- 
ment it deems objection- 
able for any reason. 
Classifieds will be accepted 
on a prepaid basis only. 
Ads made by placed in the 
Student Publications office 
in James Union Building 
room 306, by mail to 
Sidelines Classifieds, 
MTSU Box 42, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132 
or faxed to 904-8487. For 
more information call 
904-8154 or 898-2815. Ads 
are not accepted over the 
phone. 

Students, get your free classified ad in Sidelines. Just come by the James 
Union building, Room 308, fill out the proper form by noon on Friday so your 

ad will be in the following week's paper. 

for student non-commercial, non retail purposes only. 
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The Two 
Minute 

Drill 

j.P. Plant 
Assistant 

Sports Editor 

Softball opens season 2-3 

The Lady Raiders Softball 
team opened their 2001 cam- 
paign Thursday winning two 
games at the Troy State 
University (TSU) Invitational. 
Both wins came following a loss 
to the host team Troy State in 
the opener. Two more losses 
came on the second day of the 
tournament. 

"I think we had the first 
game jitters," said head coach 
Karen Green. "We have had 
four days outside and it 
showed." 

TSU, however, had plenty of 
days outside winning its fifth 
straight game to start the sea- 
son with the 4-0 shutout. 

Middle was able to muster 
only two hits, both of which 
came oft" the bat of Ashlie Way. 
Pitcher Jennifer Martinez threw 
a complete game allowing 
seven hits and two earned runs. 

The second game Thursday 
saw the Lady Raider bats come 
to life as they pounded out 10 
hits and eight runs in only five 
innings shutting out Faulkner 
8-0. May, newcomers Lisa 
Sherman and Lindsay Sherman 
and Lindsay Azevedo and lead- 
off hitter Kip Phillips all were 
keys to the offensive onslaught 
with May blasting Middle's first 
homerun of the season. 

The Lady Raiders swiped six 
bases in the game with two 
coming from Steffi Silva. 

Amanda Kendall pitched 
five innings for the win as she 
allowed only one hit with five 
strikeouts. 

Middle was able to redeem 
its earlier loss to TSU in the 
third game of the day winning 
their second straight game 3-0. 
Stayc Preator was ace on the hill 
for the Lady Raiders striking 
out seven going the distance for 
the complete game shutout. 

Phillips and Azevedo once 
again had stellar performances 
from the batters box. 

"Overall I was pleased with 
the exception of the first game," 
Green said. "We settled down 
after the first game and played 
better." 

Fatigue, however, set in dur- 
ing the second day of competi- 
tion as the Lady Raiders ran out 
of gas losing both games. 
Middle played both Troy St. 
and Faulkner once coming up 
short by one run in each game. 

The first game went into 
extra innings against Faulkner 
with Middle losing 3-2. 

After getting a one-run lead 
in the top of the eighth, 
Faulkner tied it in the bottom 
half of the inning. The Lady 
Raiders scored again in the 
ninth for another one-run lead 
with Preator on the mound. 
Faulkner was able to push two 
runs across, however, giving 
them their first win of the tour- 
nament. 

Despite   the   loss   Phillips 
went three-for-five with a run 
batted in (RBI). Erica Buhl 
drove in the second run with an 
RBI double. 

Martinez, was involved in 
another gritty battle during the 
rubber match against host Troy 
St. The Trojans were able to 
push across a single run in the 
bottom half of the seventh 
inning for the win that one- 
upped a run by the Lady 
Raiders in the top half of the 
inning. 

The Lady Raiders end the 
weekend with a 2-3 record. Up 
next for MTSU is a tournament 
in Statesboro, Ga. this weekend.* 
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Softball swings into spring 
By Colleen Cox 
Staff Writer 

Spring is around the corner. 
With spring comes bats, balls, 
and softball season. 

Softball season brings about 
the great pitching, stellar 
defense, and powerful offense of 
the Lady Raiders. 

Middle      Tennessee      lost 

almost the entire infield from 
last season. Catcher Melanie 
Manley, first baseman Shay 
Haskell, second baseman Carisa 
Chavez, and third baseman 
Tamara Davis are gone. 

Manley started 58 games for 
the Lady Raiders last season 
posting a .269 batting average 
and .349 slugging percentage. 
Haskell tallied a .274 average 

with a .376 slugging percentage 
while also starting 58 games. 
Chavez started all 60 games for 
Middle recording a .270 batting 
average and 25 RBIs. Just as 
imprint was the defense these 
ladies played each of them post- 
ed a fielding percentage above 
93 percent. 

Still Lady Raider head coach 
Karen Green says this year's 

defense is as strong or stronger 
than last years. 

Stepping in at second base 
and catcher are two junior col- 
lege transfers. Junior Lisa 
Sherman will take over at sec- 
ond base. Meanwhile junior 
Lindsay Azevedo will assume 
the catcher's position. 

"We went with the junior 
college route since we lost so 

many," Green said. "We needed 
some extra immediate help 
there so we went the junior col- 
lege route." 

Azevedo had a nice fall sea- 
son batting .464 including one 
homerun. 

Looking to fill in the other 
two infield  spots are junior 

See Softball. 7 

Photo by Jonathan TrwoV | Staff 

Phillip Campbell (5) cuts at a pitch in Saturday's game against UNC-Asheville.The Blue Raiders swept both games, 6-2 and 1-0. 

"Look at me, I can be centerfield9 

Baseball team begins 
rise into the Sun Belt 
By Michael Barrett 
Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee State 
Blue Raiders will begin their 
2001 baseball campaign as 
defending OVC champions, 
but will be unable to defend 
their title. 

After 40 plus seasons in the 
OVC the Blue Raiders embark 
on a new adventure, the first 
season as a member of the Sun 
Belt Conference. The Blue 
Raiders will have a challenging 
season ahead, since the Sun 
Belt is one of the NCAA's most 
competitive baseball confer- 
ences. Sun Belt member 
University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette      Ragin'      Cajuns 

knocked off then No. 1 
University of South Carolina, 
before being eliminated from 
the College World Series in 
Omaha. 

The Blue Raiders won the 
OVC tournament last year and 
received a bid to the NCAA 
tournament. They lost their 
first regional game against 
Clemson University, but went 
on to win two more games, 
before being eliminated by 
regional host Clemson. 

Coach Peterson will be 
entering his 13th season as 
head coach of the Blue Raiders 
and became the all time win- 
ningest    baseball    coach    at 
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Blue Raiders sweep first games 
MT Media Relations 

Middle Tennessee swept 
UNC-Asheville Saturday to 
open the 2001 baseball season 
in what turned out to be an his- 
toric day at Reese Smith Field. 

With the 6-2 game one vic- 
tory over the Bulldogs, head 
coach Steve Peterson recorded 
win number 403 to become the 
schools all-time winnirlgest 
coach. The Blue Raiders won 
the second game, 1-0. 

"I really had not thought 
about the record," said 
Peterson. "But it really means a 
lot to me now because it's so big 
for Middle Tennessee baseball, 
its former players and great 
coaching staffs of the past. It 
was also great because coach 
(John) Stanford was here and 

he was the man who hired me 
13 years ago. Somewhere down 
the road I hope to see someone 
break the record I hold." 

In the doubleheader, the 
Blue Raider pitching staff com- 
bined for 22 strikeouts, allowed 
only eight hits and no earned 
runs. Josh Renick went 3-for-6 
at the plate and was the lone 
Blue Raider with multiple hits. 

In game one, Phillip 
Campbell, making his first start 
as a senior, drove in three runs 
with a bases loaded double to 
ignite a five-run fourth inning. 
The eruption erased a 2-0 
deficit. 

All-American pitcher 
Dewon Brazelton struck out 
five in five innings of work to 
earn his first victory of the year 
and his 16th of his career. 

Senior right-hander Kevin 
Davis picked up the save as he 
came on to strike out six and 
allow only two hits in three 
innings of work. 

UNC-Asheville got on the 
board first in the first inning as 
Corey Mercer and Curtis 
Muncus came home thanks to 
two MT errors. Both runs were 
unearned. 

That would be all the Blue 
Raiders would allow for the 
remainder of the contest. MT 
scored an insurance run in the 
fifth when Jason Howarth drew 
a bases loaded walk with two 
outs. 

"In the first inning we were 
all a little nervous," Brazelton 
said, "but we picked it up and 
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Lady Raiders win big 
against Ragin' Cajuns 
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By Colleen Cox 
Staff Writer 

The Lady Raiders crushed Louisiana-Lafayette 
77-52 after losing earlier in the week to Louisiana 
Tech. 

Middle Tennessee came out pounding the ball 
inside and built up a 23-8 lead. Louisiana- 
Lafayette shot under 30 percent for most of the 
first half. The Ragin' Cajuns never got closer than 
35-26. Middle put the game away in the first half. 
The second half was just a matter of maintaining 
the win. The Lady Raiders pulled down 54 boards 
and collected 17 steals in the win. 

"It wasn't a pretty game. It was kind of sloppy, 
but we won and we are happy with that," Smith 
said. "It is not the kind of basketball game I want 

US to play. I am really concerned with our energy 
level right now." 

Thomatis again paced Middle Tennessee with 
20 points and seven rebounds. She has scored 20 
or more points 14 times this season. 

Senior Kelly Chastain moved into 16th place 
all-time on the Lady Raider scoring list with 15 
points. Keisha McClinic had 10 points, nine 
rebounds, and five steals. 

Jessica McClure scored 12 points. Joanne 
Aluka contributed nine points. It was the first 
time in 11 games that Aluka failed to score in 
double figures. 

With the win the Lady Raiders remain one 
game behind Western Kentucky for third place in 
the Sun Belt Eastern Division. Middle hits the 
road for a game Thursday at New Mexico State.+ 

THURSDAY 

■ Women's Basketball 
Lady Raiders at New Mexico St. 

Las Cruces, N.M., 7 p.m. 

■ Men's Basketball 
Blue Raiders vs. New Mexico St. 

Murfreesboro. Tenn., 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY 

■ Baseball 
Blue Raiders vs. Southeastern La. 

Murfreesboro, Tenn., 3 p.m. 

■ Golf 
Ron Smith Invitational 
Tampa, Fla., All day 

SATURDAY 

■ Baseball 
Blue Raiders vs. Southeastern La. 

Murfreesboro, Tenn., 1 p.m. 

■ Women's Basketball 
Lady Raiders vs. Western 

Kentucky 
Murfressboro, Tenn., 7 p.m. 

■ Golf 
Ron Smith Invitational 
Tampa, Fla., All day 

■ Men's Basketball 
Blue Raiders at Western 

Kentucky 
Bowling Green, Ky., 7 p.m. 

MONDAY 

■ Baseball 
Blue Raiders vs. Southeastern La. 

Murfreesboro. Tenn., 1 p.m. 

■ Women's Tennis 
Lady Raiders at Tennessee 

Knoxville, Tenn., 6 p.m. 

■ Golf 
Ron Smith Invitational 
Tampa, Fla., All day 
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