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Campus briefs 
Paintball dub to have 
moating in March 

The MSTU Paintball 
Club will have a meeting 
March 1 for an introduc- 
tion to the club. 

It's not necessary to 
own equipment or pay 
dues to be involved with 
the Paintball Club. 

The club is also current- 
ly looking for a faculty 
sponsor. The meeting will 
be held in the Cason- 
Kennedy Nursing 
Building, Room 106 at 7 
p.m. 

For more information, 
or to volunteer to be the 
faculty sponsor, e-mail 
Andrew Coleman at 
acc2k@mtsu.edu. 

Student Recognition 
Awards available now 

Applications are now 
available for the Student 
Recognition Awards. The 
awards pay tribute to three 
undergraduates who show 
exemplary character and 
achievement in scholar- 
ship, achievement and ser- 
vice. 

Applications, can be 
found at www.mtsu.edu/ 
~mdeader/news.htm. The 
deadline for applications is 
Feb. 27. 

High school students 
will gather for science 

About 300 students 
combined from three area 
high schools will gather for 
the annual Demomania on 
campus tomorrow from 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m. in the 
Keathley University Center 
Theater. 

Chemistry and science 
students from area high 
schools will watch students 
in MTSU's Chemistry Club 
perform various chemical 
demonstrations. 

For more information 
about Demomania, con- 
tact Gary White at 898- 
2072. 

Democrats to hold 
elections tomorrow 

The MTSU Democrats 
will elect officers tomor- 
row at 5 p.m. in Peck Hall, 
Room 200. All positions 
are open, and new mem- 
bers are eligible. 

Saxophonist performs 
on campus March 8 

Memphis-born tenor 
saxophonist Kirk Whalum 
will be performing March 
8 on campus. The event is 
part of the African- 
American History Month. 

The concert will be held 
at Tucker Theatre at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $8 in advance 
or $10 at the door. 

Proceeds will benefit 
the African-American 
Study Abroad Program. 
For tickets, contact Jeanne 
Massaquoi at 898-5610. 

Collage entry deadline 
coming up on Feb. 27 

Feb. 27 at 4 p.m. is the 
deadline for submissions 
to Collage, MTSU's literary 
and arts magazine. 

Students must fill out a 
cover sheet for all entries. 
Up to three entries can be 
submitted from one stu- 
dent. 

For more information, 
contact Collage editor 
Callie Elizabeth Butler at 
898-5927. ♦ 
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New student union in the works 
36-year-old Keathley University Center 
lacks resources for growing population 
By Andrea Hinch 
Staff Writer 

University officials are currently talk- 
ing about building a new student union 
or adding on to the Keathley University 
Center. 

Built in 1968, the KUC was construct- 
ed to service 6,257 students as a student 
union according to MTSU's Office of 
Institutional Research. 

Since then MTSU has grown signifi- 
cantly and undergraduate enrollment 
has surpassed the University of 
Tennessee - Knoxville by 642 students. 

Many universities are building larger 
student unions that encompass a variety 
of offices and services so students don't 
have to leave campus as much. 

Everyday issues such as paying stu- 
dent bills and getting parking passes and 
student ID cards are usually dealt with in 

new student unions. 
"The current shortcomings of our 

student union relate to its lack of ade- 
quate space for our growing student 
population," said John David Hays, asso- 
ciate vice president for Student Affairs 
and dean of Student Life. 

"There aren't enough resources and 
meeting spaces for our students and 
their organizations," Hays said. "We need 
more meeting and conference rooms as 
well as a bigger student lounge space." 

The university center at UTK has four 
floors and totals about 256,000 square 
feet. 

"We are similar to your school in the 

respect that we have a money wall, post 
office and bookstore but we also have 
cafeterias, billiards, a bowling alley, audi- 
toriums and ballrooms," explained Sara 
Otti from the Dean of Students office at 
UTK. 

The KUC currently is 122,000 square 
teet, with 79,000 feet of that space usable. 

"It would be nice if there was another 
cafeteria in the KUC," said Sue Shonley, a 
freshman in the College of Education 
and Behavioral Science. "Your food 
options get kind of limited after awhile." 

The   problem   with   revising   the 

See Center, 2 

Drumming up support 

Photo by Micah HiHer | Photo Editor 

Col.Thomas Reeves, an MTSU alumnus and Vietnam veteran, speaks Monday about the effect of public 
support on troop morale. Reeves spoke as part of the Raider Republicans' "Support the Troops" event. 

Rally held to support troops 
By Juanita Thou in 
Staff Writer 

The effect of community support on 
troop morale was discussed at a 
"Support the Troops" event held 
Monday evening on campus. 

Featured speaker Col. Thomas 
Reeves, an MTSU alumnus and decorat- 
ed Vietnam War veteran, said support - 
or lack thereof - from U.S. citizenry fil- 
ters down to the privates fighting on the 
front lines. 

"It does affect their morale, very 
much so," Reeves said. 

Reeves said negative press reports can 
do a lot of damage. 

He said the anti-war movement dur- 
ing the latter years of the Vietnam War 
emboldened the enemy. 

Reeves served as an Army helicopter 
pilot in Vietnam. He said his service as a 

pilot allowed him to witness a great deal 
of action. 

"Every day I was dealing with dirt and 
death," Reeves said. 

He stated categorically that despite 
the casualties, the U.S. forces won nearly 
every battle they were allowed to fight. 

Reeves criticized a recent 60 Minutes 
program that focused on a nighttime 
raid in Iraq where a 9-year-old child was 
inadvertently killed. 

"When they (the press) cut-and- 
paste, it makes our troops look like mur- 
derers," Reeves said. 

He insisted that war naturally results 
in unintended death and destruction. 

Reeves became emotional when he 
relayed a story about a 48-hour furlough 
during the early part of the Vietnam 
War, before he said the nation turned 
against its military. 

He was in a restaurant having dinner 

when another patron sent over a bottle 
of very expensive champagne with a note 
that said simply, "Thank You." 

Reeves said that event had a great 
impact on him and really boosted his 
morale. 

Amber Moseley, a freshman educa- 
tion major, said she came to hear Reeves 
speak because her stepfather is a soldier 
currently stationed in Kuwait and she 
wanted to get an idea of svhat he was 
going through. 

Moseley said her biological father 
fought in Vietnam but was so trauma- 
tized by the experience ami negative per- 
ceptions, he refuses to talk about it - 
even alter many years. 

Monday's event was the kick-off to a 
Support the Troops week sponsored by 
the Raider Republicans. 

Survey 
looks at 
cheating 
Full results not 
yet released 
By Will Fanguy 
Staff Writer 

A survey conducted last year 
by the Center for Academic 
Integrity at Duke University 
highlighted academic miscon- 
duct problems at the university. 

Gene Fitch, associate dean of 
Student life and director of stu- 
dent affairs research at MTSU, 
administered the survey via the 
Internet to MTSU students. 

Fitch has said that the survey 
could identify a problem with 
academic misconduct on cam- 
pus, and although he was aware 
of such a problem, he has had 
no research available until now 
to "show us at what level it 
exists." 

The Office of Judicial Affairs 
and Mediation Services has seen 
an increase in the reported cases 
of academic misconduct in the 
last two years. 

Last year MTSU had 98 cases 
of academic misconduct report- 
ed and 84 cases in 2002. 

This is, according to Fitch, 
"the result of the Office of 
Judicial Affairs working harder 
to help faculty understand how 
to report and deal with 
instances of cheating and acad- 
emic dishonesty." 

Academic misconduct is 
defined in the MTSU student 
handbook as plagiarism, cheat- 
ing, fabrication or facilitating 
another student's misconduct. 

According to Fitch, plagia- 
rism is the biggest problem on 
our campus, mainly because 
students are unaware that they 
are doing anything wrong. 

Fitch said that most of the 
students that enter his office 
due to accusations of academic 
misconduct either don't know 
what plagiarism is or deny that 
they knew that they were in the 
wrong. 

pilot in Vietnam. He said his service as a He was in a restaurant having dinner    See Troops, 2 _ ,— 

     See Survey, 2 

Campus political organizations in conflict over debate 
By Juanita Thouin   into the event at the initial plan-    board that's been stacked b 
Staff Writer ^tM ttj^ » kj ning Stages. their guvs," Holt said. 
By Juanita Thouin 
Staff Writer 

What started out as a plan by 
the Raider Republicans to hold 
a Crossfire-type debate with 
their political opponents has 
turned into a battle of innuen- 
does and logistics. 

The end result is that while 
Democrats and Republicans 
will likely be members of the 
audience for Friday's stand-off 
between conservative talk show 
host Steve Gill, and Democratic 
Party strategist Larry Woods, 
the student organizations will 
not be debating each other. 

"It's ridiculous," said Tyler 
Smith, vice president of the 
Raider Republicans,   of   the 
MTSU College    Democrats' 
refusal to  participate on   the 
panel. 

According to Jacob Holt, 
president of the College 
Democrats, neither he nor any 
of his members are willing to 
debate the Raider Republicans 
because they weren't brought 

into the event at the initial plan- 
ning stages. 

It was shoddily planned," 
Holt said. "I should have been 
brought in from the beginning." 

Holt was especially upset 
that he had no input regarding 
which seasoned Democrat 
would debate Gill. 

"I want to have control of 
picking who's representing my 
side on the panel," Holt said. 

Holt further claimed the 
event and the way it all came 
down was rigged to make him 
and the College Democrats look 
bad. 

"It looks like I'm going to a 

board that's been stacked by 
their guys," Holt said. 

The Raider Republicans 
refute that claim. 

"That's completely insane to 
think that," Raider Republican 
president Justin Owen said. 

According to Smith and 
Owen, when the idea to hold a 
debate surfaced, they originally 
thought to have Steve Gill as a 
moderator. Because Gill is such 
a high-profile individual, they 
thought it best to contact him 
first. 

Gill then suggested the event 

See Debate, 2 
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Kicking up a fuss 

Photo by David McCombs  | Staff Photographtr 

MTSU student Matthew Johns, left, kicks a footbag around Saturday with several other enthusiasts at the 
Footbag Jam, held in the Recreation Center.The jam was hosted by the Footbag Club of MTSU from noon to 
5 p.m. Out of the 16 in attendance, Johns said only five were MTSU students. He said the club has practice 
each Saturday - alternating between Manchester and Murfreesboro. 

Dean discusses education history 
Controversial 4No Child Left Behind' act 
meant to close gap in achievement 
By Tim Hill 
Staff Writer 

Gloria Bonner, dean of the College of 
Education and Behavioral Sciences, said she 
believes the United States should live up to 
the commitments set forth in President 
George W. Bush's "No Child Left Behind" 
education policy. 

"I'm not saying I agree with the entire 
document," Bonner said. "All I am saying is 
that I recognize, just as the document rec- 
ognizes, that we have to get aggressive in 
closing the achievement gap." 

During Monday's honors lecture, at the 
Paul Martin Sr. Honors Building, Bonner 
discussed the role of the NCLB legislation 
and how it is affecting the nation 50 years 
after the Brown v. Board oj Education deseg- 
regation ruling by the Supreme Court. 

"Quality education for all is not yet a 
reality," Bonner said. "We now have free 
education, but quality education that 
addresses female education and sociocco- 
nomic status is what is missing." 

Bonner described how the education 
system in this country was when segrega- 
tion laws were still in effect. 

"White teachers were paid $10.32 per 
student, and black teachers were paid $2.14 
per student," she said. 

Although black students made up 30 
percent of the student population, Bonner 
said they only received 3 percent of trans- 
portation funding. 

"Because so little was allocated for trans- 
portation, black students had shorter 
school years and also suffered higher absen- 
teeism rates," she said. 

Bonner said that current law across the 
nation mandates that every child, regardless 

of race, is required to attend school ISO days 
a year. 

The move to desegregate public school 
systems had a voice in U.S. Supreme Court 
justice Earl Harding. 

"He came out and said publicly that our 
country needs to move away from desegre- 
gation." Bonner said. "After his comments, 
there were some people who initiated 
strategies to prevent black students from 
enrolling - communities burned school 
buses used by black students, and even their 
schools." 

In 1965, II years after the 1954 Brown 
ruling, President Lyndon Johnson signed 
into law the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 

That legislation was part of Johnson's 
"War on Poverty," and for the first time, 
introduced federal financial help for public 
schools. 

"This legislation also mandated that 
public education was now part of the gov- 
ernment's responsibility to its citizens," 
Bonner said. She said the signing of the law 
was significant because in 2001, under 
Bush, ESEA was re-authorized and restruc- 
tured with the NCLB policy. 

"This restructuring was meant to 
increase federal support for closing the 
achievement gap among all students," 
Bonner said. "We're still waiting for the fed- 
eral funding support because we don't have 
that yet." 

Some of the statistics that Bonner men- 
tioned showed that black students at age 17 
had the same reading level as of that of 13- 
year-old white students. 

Despite those statistics, Bonner said that 
there is hope. 

"Across  the  nation,  from  school  to 

Photo by David McCombs  |  Staff Photographer 
Gloria Bonner, dean of the College 
of Education and Behavioral 
Sciences, speaks Monday about the 
"No Child Left Behind" act. 

school and from district to district, there are 
schools with a high percentage of African 
American and low-income students that are 
performing extremely well," Bonner said. 

She showed numbers from a school in 
Baltimore, Md., where 99 percent of the 
students there did well in their math and 
reading test scores. 

"Students are complaining that their 
teachers don't know their subjects," she said. 
"Just three in 10 teenagers say their school is 
'very academically rigorous.'" 

Bonner said that parental involvement 
and student apathy also contribute, but 
cannot by themselves be blamed for the 
problems in education. ♦ 

Survey: Variety of cheating methods found to be used 
Continued from I 

Although the final results of 
the report have yet to be 
released or even formulated, the 
raw data suggests that academic 
dishonesty and misconduct on 
this campus affects a large num- 
ber of students, but the num- 
bers do not approach majority 
status. 

Of almost 1,700 students 
who returned the survey, only 

308 admitted to cheating and 
168 answered that that had 
never cheated. 

The most common offenses 
admitted to were working on 
assignments with others when 
the instructor asked for individ- 
ual work, as well as copying a 
few sentences from sources 
without footnoting the source 
within the paper.- 

Students have used many 
different   ways   to   cheat   on 

exams, written assignments and 
class work. 

Techniques range from the 
common cheat sheets and 
Internet paper purchases to the 
less-than-usual carbud radios 
and people taking tests for oth- 
ers. However, MTSU has a lower 
number of incidences of cheat 
ing and academic misconduct 
compared to the national aver- 
age. 

When compared to a similar 

survey given to faculty, students 
also seem to be admitting to the 
majority of offenses observed 
by professors. 

Hie office <>t Judicial Affairs 
Web site has forms faculty can 
lill out to report academic mis- 
conduct .is well as a brochure 
that explains the definitions of 
misconduct and punishments. ♦ 

News Editor Kristin Hall con- 
tributed to this article. 

Debate: Democrats won't be on event's debate panel 
Continued from I 

be changed to a panel debate to 
make it more orderly and that 
Woods be brought in to repre- 
sent the liberal voice in 
Tennessee. Gill has previously 
debated Woods on Gill's radio 
show. 

Tyler said it is unfortunate 
that when Owen originally con- 
tacted Holt about the debate, he 

misinformed him as to Woods' 
last name. 

Holt said he does not know 
Larry Woods and claimed his 
contacts at the local Democratic 
Party didn't know him either. 

However, Norman Farris, 
Rutherford County chairman 
for the Democratic Party, said 
he finds that surprising. 

Farris said Woods is a long- 
time Democrat from Nashville. 

'I'm  sure the  Democratic 
message will be in good hands 
[with Woods]," Farris said. 

Christy Holden, a sopho- 
more who is running unop- 
posed for president of College 
Democrats, said that even 
though they now know that 
Woods is a capable debater, they 
still feel it was important for 
them to have chosen their own 
spokesperson. 

In deference to the College 
Democrats' decision not to be 
on the debate panel. Raider 
Republicans said they would 
simply sponsor the event and 
allow the two seasoned debaters 
to field questions from the 
audience. 

The debate takes place Friday 
at noon in the State Farm 
Lecture Hall of the Business and 
Aerospace Building. ♦ 
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English professor 
debates jazz criticism 
By Tim Hill 
Staff Writer 

MTSU English professor Bill 
Levine is looking for what he 
describes as a "more inclusive 
jazz criticism" that values audi- 
ence input and jazz music writ- 
ers. 

"Oftentimes, jazz musicians 
are looked down upon if they 
are trying something new with 
their music," Levine said. 
"There is an attitude amongst 
critics today that if you only 
play a certain way, then that's 
the way you earn record con- 
tracts and grant money." 

During his lecture yesterday, 
Levine read a commentary in a 
music magazine several months 
ago that criticized Wynton 
Marsalis' style of jazz. 

"The writer criticized him by 
saying it's wrong to assume that 
jazz only had to include the 
blues," he said. "Putting down 
Wynton Marsalis, a man who 
has inspired thousands after 
him, is an interesting place to be 
in." 

Levine's qualifications for 
speaking on jazz criticism 
include a new class he is 
instructing this semester. Jazz 
and Blues in Contemporary 
Literature had all of its seats 
filled in the first week of regis- 
tration last month. 

"What I do is show students 
the construction of criticism, 
how it is evolved over time and 
what needs to be done to be 
more inclusive to the artists and 
fans," Levine said. 

In his class, Levine plays clips 

of old and modern jazz music 
for his students. He also gives 
lectures on what thinks influ- 
ences jazz criticism today. 

"In newspapers, critics usu- 
ally have to stick with the 
demands of the AP (The 
Associated Press) style, which 
result in varying writing styles 
from magazine to magazine," he 
said. 

Levine said that the various 
arts history editors at those 
magazines and newspapers 
influence the way the articles 
are published. 

He also gave examples of 
what he said he saw wrong in 
one critic's piece in this month's 
issue of Down Beat magazine. 

"There were sentences spin- 
ning out of control, as well as a 
technically precise description 
of music," he said. "Only true 
fans that have researched their 
artists will be able to under- 
stand a piece like this." 

Levine said that a poor jazz 
criticism style affects the artists 
the most. 

"What usually happens is 
that there are just a few selec- 
tions of the best music of the 
year that receive four and a half 
or five stars," he said. "In an 
industry that is exclusive and 
doesn't honor the innovative 
work of new artists, something 
has got to be done soon." 

Levine spoke at the weekly 
Popular Music lecture series, 
which is held from 12:30 to 1:15 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the Dean's 
Conference Room in the Bragg 
Mass Communication 
Building. ♦ 

Troops: Group will accept 
donations for troops in KUC 
Continued from I 

Each day from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. members of the organi- 
zation will be at the Keathley 
University Center to accept 
donations for troop care pack- 
ages. 

They are also asking stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and mem- 
bers of the community to come 
by with photos and/or names of 
friends or loved ones serving in 
operations Enduring Freedom 
or Iraqi Freedom. 

The names and photos will 
be affixed to cards and placed 
on a "wall of honor" outside of 

the KUC Grill. 
"We feel it's very important 

to honor the courage of our 
men and women in uniform," 
said Raider Republican presi- 
dent Justin Owen. "We don't 
think they get the respect they 
deserve." 

Tomorrow, Raider 
Republicans will hold an event 
called "Kiss a Troop." This will 
involve .accepting donations in 
exchange for a Hershey's kiss. 

The proceeds will be given to 
the families of local military 
personnel who were either 
injured or lost their life in the 
war on terror. ♦ 

Center: State can't fund 
student unions; officials 
looking toward private funds 
Continued from I 

student union is the funding. 
The cost to undertake such a 
project has been said to be any- 
where from $60-$90 million. 

"We are trying to attract 
other businesses to alleviate the 
cost of a massive fee inc/ease on 
students," said Bob Glenn, vice 
president for Student Affairs 
and vice provost for Enrollment 
Management. 

"We are currently in talks 
over recruiting travel agencies, 
banks and a first rate-movie 
theater," he said. 

It will take fewer than five 
years and no more than 10 to 
finish the new student union, 
once construction is started. 

"Once built, the union will 
need to last 30 years at least," 
Glenn said. "We are looking at a 
very expensive piece of real 
estate here and it is difficult to 
fund such a building within the 
current budget climate." 

According to the state, stu- 
dent unions are additional non- 
classroom buildings so no state 
money can be used to build 
them. 

Any funding scheme devised 

must reflect revenue-raising 
abilities such as a grocery store 
that can help pay for some of 
the building and make money 
at the same time. 

Yet Glenn estimated only $5 
or $6 million could be made off 
of such businesses. 

"We are looking at a variety 
of revenue schemes and con- 
sulting with private bankers to 
see all the possible routes we 
can take," Glenn said. 

"Just meeting all the state 
mandates and going through all 
the required procedures takes 
two years. Students should 
know we are looking at all the 
different roads to find the best 
one and that this will take some 
time." ♦ 
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Davis appears in court for prelim hearing 
Faces more charges of animal 
cruelty, warrant not served 
By Nona Kempton 
Staff Writer 

A Murfreesboro man charged with 
multiple counts of animal cruelty will 
face more charges after another arrest 
warrant was served Tuesday just before 
his preliminary hearing was scheduled 
to begin. 

William Terry Davis, 72, of 331 
Calumet Trace, appeared in Rutherford 
County General Sessions Criminal 
Court Tuesday for a preliminary hear- 
ing on 10 counts of animal cruelty, one 
for each cat that was in his Indian Hills 
condo on Dec. 30, 2003. County ani- 
mal services officers removed the cats 
and a dog due to unsanitary living coil 
ditions and poor health of the cats. 

"They don't know what they've 
unleashed," Davis said after the hearing 
was continued, "I'm ready. I'd prefer 
getting it over and done, but we're not 
the one's delaying it. I'm looking for- 

ward to my day in court." 
The case was continued at the 

request of District Attorney Jude 
Santana so that another arrest warrant 
for an additional 38 animal cruelty 
charges could be served. The second 
warrant stems from a search of a 
Christiana property owned by Davis, 
where Rutherford County Animal 
Services officers removed 38 more cats 
from a trailer and a pen. 

Most of the cats were euthanized 
after being removed from the trailer. 

Murfreesboro attorneys John Price 
and Lance Selva, who are representing 
Davis, objected to the motion to con- 
tinue. Price said in court that they were 
"taken by surprise" about the second 
warrant and a motion to combine all 
the charges into one case. 

"That's an entirely separate inci- 
dent," Priced argued before ludge Ben 
Hall McFarlin, "and we would like to 
continue   on   the   original   charges 

Photo by Nona Kempton   |  Staff Photographer 

William "Terry" Davis, left, and attorney Lance Selva, second from 
right, speak with reporters after his case was continued. 

today." 
McFarlin granted the motion to 

continue and a new court date is set for 
March 23. 

Price and Selva also asked the judge 

to release Davis on his own recogni- 
zance after he agreed to surrender to 
the Rutherford County Sheriff's 
department on Tuesday. McFarlin 
granted that request. 

Selva asked the judge to allow 
Animal Services to put Davis' dog up 
for adoption. The doberman was also 
removed from the Calumet Trace 
condo. Davis told the judge that he 
would be willing to allow the dog to be 
adopted on the condition that she not 
be spayed. 

However, animal services officer 
Loreen Darley said in court that the 
dog, according to county regulations, 
would have to be spayed before being 
adopted. 

Outside the courthouse, Davis and 
his attorneys expressed outrage over 
the case. 

"We were ready today [to proceed 
with the preliminary hearing]," Selva 
said, "before they asked to continue." 
Selva also teaches in the criminal jus- 
tice department at MTSU. 

Selva called the motion to continue 
and the second warrant a "complete 
surprise and a travesty. This was an 
ambush, an intimidation technique by 
the prosecution." He also accused the 
district attorney of "pandering to the 

See Cats, 4 

We are family 

Photo by Micah Miller |   Photo Editor 

The Daily News Journal, which was previously owned by Morris Multimedia, was acquired by the Gannett corpo- 
ration Monday. Gannett owns The Tennessean and several other newspapers in the Midstate area. 

Gannett acquires local daily 
By Jason Cox 
State and Local Editor 

Murfreesboro's Daily News Journal was 
acquired by the Gannett Corporation 
Monday as part of a multi-publication 
swap. 

The other newspapers Gannett 
acquired in the deal with Morris 
Multimedia were The Review Appeal of 
Franklin, a daily newspaper, The 
Rutherford Courier and the Murfreesboro 
Sun, both weeklies. Morris Multimedia 

received Gannett's only holding in 
Georgia. 

The acquisition spreads Gannett's 
reach over the Middle Tennessee area 
even further. The corporation owns The 
Tennessean and its supplemental publica- 
tions (including The Rutherford and The 
Nashville Rage), The Gallatin News- 
Examiner, The Hendersonville Star News, 
The Robertson County Times, The Dickson 
Herald, The Ashland City Times and the 
Fairview Observer. 

Leslie     Giallombardo,     Tennessean 

Publisher and President, told The 
Tennessean that the exchange was of com- 
mercial commodities only and that no 
cash was involved in the deal. 
Giallombardo did not return Sidelines' 
repeated calls for comment. 

The DNJ also got a new publisher out 
of the deal. )udi Terzotis, who was for- 
merly the general manager of the Middle 
Tennessee Community Newspaper 
Group, replaced former DNJ publisher 

See Monopoly, 4 

Board votes to rezone LaVergne schools 
Vote on Blackman postponed 
By Nona Kempton 
Staff Writer 

Zoning for students in 
LaVergne was decided at 
Tuesday's meeting of the 
Rutherford County school 
board, but students in the 
Blackman area will have to wait 
at least another week for a 
rezoning decision. 

The school board voted to 
rezone 173 students from Cedar 
Grove Elementary to LaVergne 
Primary School and Roy 
Waldron School. The board also 
voted to rezone everything 
north of Highway 41 to 
LaVergne Primary, Roy 
Waldron and the new LaVergne 
Middle School scheduled to 
open next year. This will move 
many students who live in 
LaVergne out of the Rock 
Springs schools in Smyrna. 

"After years of campaigning 
we finally get schools built in 
LaVergne," parent Senna Mosley 
said, "and we have to fight to get 

our kids in those schools. Roy 
Wise [school board member) 
and Harry Gill [director of 
schools) are the only ones on 
the board vvho seem to know 
where LaVergne is or even care." 

LaVergne resident Julia Hill 
said she had to get an exemp- 
tion for her daughter Keisha to 
attend Roy Waldron instead of 
Rock Springs Middle School 
and said she is happy that 
Keisha will move to the 
LaVergne Middle in the fall. 

"We live and pay taxes in 
LaVergne," Hill said, "and they 
want to send our kids to 
Smyrna schools." 

School board member Gary 
Patton expressed concern dur- 
ing the meeting that the new 
zones will not accomplish much 
to relieve overcrowding at many 
of the schools in the northern 
section of the county while 
leaving others with empty seats. 

"It doesn't make sense to 
move those students [at Cedar 
Grove and Waldron)," Patton 

Photo by Nona Kempton | Staff Photographer 

One Mile Lane-area parents protest the possible move 
of their students from Blackman schools. 

said, "We are moving them from 
one set of portables to another." 

About 200 parents and stu- 
dents from the One Mile Lane 
area came to the meeting armed 
with bright orange signs to 
protest being rezoned out of the 
Blackman Schools. "I dropped 
everything to be here today," 
said Christopher Spera, who's 

daughter Amanda is a fourth- 
grader at Blackman Elementary, 
"It was a big draw for us to 
move here to take advantage of 
the Blackman schools." 

Under one of the zoning sce- 
narios the board is considering, 
some students will move from 

See Rezoning, 4 

3 men arrested 
after stealing 
cop's cell phone 
Caught drinking 
underage, 
one with pot 
By David Paulson 
Staff Writer 

Three men were arrested 
after stealing a Murfreesboro 
police officer's cell phone at the 
Church Street International 
House Of Pancakes early Friday 
morning. Two were charged 
with underage consumption 
and one was also charged with 
possession of marijuana. 

At approximately 3:00 a.m., 
officer Matt Lovejoy left his 
Nextel cell phone on the count- 
er at the restaurant while paying 
for his meal. He was walking to 
his car when he realized he had 
forgotten it and went back 
inside. The cashier told officer 
Lovejoy that a patron had seen a 
male take the phone and sit at a 
table in the restaurant's smok- 
ing section. 

Officer Lovejoy walked over 
to the table and spoke with 
Justin Baker, Gregory Baker and 

Tyler Leverette of Shelbyville. 
All three denied taking the 
phone. 

"I then told them if they did 
take my phone and returned the 
phone to me they would not be 
charged with theft," Lovejoy 
said. "All three subjects again 
denied taking the phone." 

Officer Lovejoy informed 
the men that he would review 
the restaurant's security camera 
footage. While the IHOP's man- 
ager was playing the video tape, 
Gregory Baker walked into the 
restroom. Lovejoy followed 
Baker and found him standing 
next to the trash can. Officer 
Lovejoy found his cell phone in 
the trash can. 

All three men were charged 
with theft under $500. 

Justin Baker, 19, and 
Leverette, 20, admitted that 
they had been drinking. Justin 
Baker also told police that he 
had a bag of marijuana in his 
pocket. 

The subjects were transport- 
ed and booked into the 
Rutherford County Sheriff's 
Office. ♦ 

Bredesen proposes 
cuts to TennCare 
Governor hopes 
to save state 
$2.5 billion 
By Tom Sharp 
Associated Press Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
Gov. Phil Bredesen proposes to 
cut benefits to a third of 
TennCare's enrollees, saving the 
state $2.5 billion over the next 
four years and saving the health 
care program from extinction. 

Bredesen outlined what may 
be the definitive proposal of his 
tenure before a joint session of 
the Legislature on Tuesday 
night. 

He laid out a range of 
changes to the state's expanded 
Medicaid program for 1.3 mil- 
lion poor, disabled and other- 
wise uninsured citizens that is 
eating up a rapidly increasing 
share of the state's budget. 

The governor has said the 
state cannot afford to keep 
TennCare as it currently exists, 
because within a few years it 
would starve all other state pro- 
grams to death. 

TennCare now spends more 
on prescription drugs than the 
state spends on all of higher 
education, a situation that 
would only get worse without 
some check on the program's 
growth, he said. 

Bredesen's proposal does not 

call for any enrollment reduc- 
tions, and it protects 65 percent 
of TennCare's enrollees - 
859,000 pregnant women, chil- 
dren, and the disabled - from 
almost all the benefits reduc- 
tions. 

For the remaining 35 per- 
cent, the proposal would imple- 
ment an insurance package 
more in line with commercial 
insurance and other states' 
Medicaid plans. 

The proposal does not cut 
the program from its current 
size, but tries to limit its growth. 
TennCare takes up 26 percent of 
next year's budget, about $2.3 
billion in state funding out of 
an overall cost of $7.8 billion. 
Bredesen proposes to keep the 
program at about that percent- 
age of state spending through 
2008. 

Slowing the growth to that 
extent would mean TennCare 
would cost the state $1 billion 
per year less in 2008 than it 
would had no changes been 
made; the total aggregate sav- 
ings through that period would 
be $2.5 billion. 

The bulk of the proposed 
savings come by reducing bene- 
fits in two categories. 

The first is in pharmacy, where 
Bredesen proposes the state move 
beyond its current Preferred 
Drug List to paying ordy for the 
lowest cost prescription drug in 

See TennCare, 4 
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Monopoly: Tertzotis: DNJ 
will 'remain autonomous' 
Continued from 3 

Tom Sizemore who said he was 
told of his termination yester- 
day and cleared out his desk at 
the DNJ the same day. He said 
he received a small severance 
package from Gannett, but 
declined to give an exact 
amount. 

Sidelines' print contract is 
with The Middle Tennessee 
Community Newspaper Group. 

"Judi's experience over the 
past five years as general man- 
ager of our Middle Tennessee 
Community Newspaper Group 
leaves her uniquely qualified to 
lead The News Journal" Gary 
Watson, president of Gannett's 
Newspaper Division, said in a 
press release on Gannett's Web 
site. "She is very well suited to 
guide this new acquisition into 
Gannett." 

While Ter/.otis declined to 
elaborate on the new position, 
she said the DNJ will "remain 
autonomous" and cited several 
comments she made to The 
Daily News journal as to how 
the DNJ will operate under the 

new ownership. 
"I want to say this loud and 

clear: We have common owner- 
ship, but we have distinctly dif- 
ferent missions," she said in the 
DNJ. "All the decisions will be 
made locally by myself and the 
management team." 

She said readers would see 
few changes, at least at first. 

"My job is to take a strong 
newspaper and build on that 
foundation," she said. "At this 
point there is no master plan. If 
we make changes, the changes 
will be redirecting resources to 
meet the market needs." 

Both Mardee Roberts and 
Mike Pirtle, editors of The 
Rutherford and The Daily News 
Journal, respectively, declined to 
comment extensively on the 
matter, although Pirtle said, "1 
would anticipate that all our 
operations as they are will con- 
tinue." 

When asked how the move 
would benefit readers, Pirtle 
also declined comment, but 
said, "What our job is today ... is 
the same as it was last week." ♦ 

TennCare: Antihistamines 
would not be covered 
Continued from 3 

any category - with a limit of 
six prescriptions per month - at 
an estimated savings in 2008 of 
up to S340 million. 

He also proposes the state 
quit covering two categories of 
drugs altogether - antihista- 
mines and gastric-acid reducers 
- instead requiring these to be 
purchased over the counter. 

Those two categories of 
drugs - which are, broadly 
speaking, allergy medicines and 
remedies for heartburn or acid 
reflux disease - cost TennCare 
$280 million a year, when the 
same drug is often available 
over the counter. 

The second large category of 
benefit reductions would be in 
interactions with the health 
care system. Bredesen proposes 
paying for 45 inpatient and 
eight outpatient hospital visits 
per year; 10 visits to the doctor's 
office; and 10 laboratory or X- 
ray procedures a year. 

The plan also would increase 
co-payments for the 35 percent 
of the TennCare population 
affected by the benefits changes. 
There are three subgroups with- 
in that population who would 
pay from $1 to $40 per visit, 
depending on their status and 
the type of medical attention 
they receive. 

There would be appeals 
available for people whose lives 
might be adversely affected by 

the benefit cuts. 
The plan would create 

regional panels of health 
experts to hear those appeals. 
Each panel would have a set 
amount of money to allocate 
per year for, say, more hospital 
visits or more prescriptions 
drugs. 

Also, certain hospitals would 
be designated to treat enrollees 
who cannot afford the co-pay- 
ments. There would be addi- 
tional funding lor those hospi- 
tals. 

The proposal also would 
focus more attention on man- 
aging the care for chronic dis- 
eases such as diabetes and heart 
disease. 

Some changes would require 
amendments to the state's waiv- 
er with the federal Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services; others can be done 
administratively; and others 
will require action by the 
Legislature. Few changes are 
expected to go into place before 
next year. 

Bredesen also proposes to 
increase the pursuit of fraud 
within the program. He would 
combine separate fraud units 
now administered under 
TennCare, the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation and the 
Department of Human Services 
and make it an independent 
unit reporting directly to the 
governor. ♦ 

Tennessee Weather - Wednesday's Highs 
From the Associated Press 
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Cats: Lawyer says search was unwarranted 
Continued from 3 

today media" by waiting until 
to serve the warrant. 

Santana had no comment 
on the case after the hearing. 

"This new warrant has been 
sitting around for two 
months," Price said, "and they 
elected not to serve it." 

Court records indicate that 
Darley swore out the second 
warrant on Jan. 28. Darley said 
after the hearing that she 
thought the second warrant 
had already been served and 
did not know why it had not 
been until today. 

Selva said he believes the 
case is based on an illegal 
search of Davis' home. The ani- 
mals were removed from the 
home after a neighbor called 
police about Davis' dog wan- 
dering the neighborhood. 

According to the police 
report,  Murfreesboro  police- 

Rezoning: 
Continued from 3 

Blackman   schools   to   Rock 
Springs and Rockvale schools. 

The board postponed voting 
on the proposed Blackman 
zones. Gill told the board that 
revoking exemption students in 
the area would not have a sig- 
nificant impact on overcrowd- 
ing. He asked for more time to 
work on a new plan and the 
board agreed to meet again in a 
week to discuss the issue. 

Shelia Nicks, a One Mile 
Lane area resident who has two 
daughters at Blackman Middle 
School now, is dreading any 
decision that will rezone her 
kids into schools in different 
areas of the county. 

"My oldest daughter will go 
the Blackman High next year," 
Nicks said, "but they want to 
zone my younger daughter for 
Rock Springs. I take them both 
to school and I would have to 
have one at school very early to 
get the other one to school on 
time, and the dismissal time is 
only 15 minutes apart when I'd 
have to pick them up." 

Spera said that if his child is 
rezoned, he will have no choice 
but to take her out of the coun- 
ty school system and send her 
to Murfreesboro city schools. 

"Since we live in the 
Murfreesboro city limits," Spera 
said, "she will be at Cason Lane 
at the end of the week (if she is 
rezoned. 1 And there may be an 
influx of students into the city 
schools from this." 

"We are not going to make 
everybody happy," school board 
chairman Ed lordan said at the 
close of the meeting, "but we 
will try to be as fair as possible." ♦ 

man Anthony Whitehead fol- 
lowed the dog into the condo 
after the smell of urine and 
feces and the trash visible from 
the open door made him con- 
cerned about the health and 
safety of the homeowner. He 
didn't get a search warrant 
before entering the home or 
after he called animal services. 

"My position is this is an 
unwarranted intrusion into 
someone's home," Selva said, 
"everyone with animals is a 
potential victim of this type of 
invasion." 

Selva said that the condi- 
tions at the Davis condo did 
not meet the criteria of 
"urgency" that would allow the 
police to enter without a search 
warrant. 

"There are very limited cir- 
cumstances that would allow 
the police to enter a home," 
Selva said, "and [in this case] 
there was no one crying out for 

help, no billowing smoke, no 
gun shots." 

Darley said that she had 
never been a part of a case like 
this, but said she believed that 
the officer thought he had 
probable cause to enter the 
home. 

"The police signed over 
these animals to us," Darley 
said. Darley said that she was 
also disappointed that the case 
was continued, since the 15 
remaining cats from the two 
properties can't be adopted 
until the case is resolved. 

"That means the cats sit 
here for another month," 
Darley said, "instead of finding 
homes." 

Outside the courthouse, 
Davis said he was no longer 
willing to allow Misty, his six- 
year-old white doberman, to be 
adopted if she had to be 
spayed. He said that the dog 
suffers from Von Willebrand 

disease, a disorder in humans 
and dogs caused by a lack of 
clotting factors in the blood. 

"Any surgery will be risky," 
Davis said, "and she should not 
have puppies." 

Darley and other animal 
control officers said that they 
were sure that dog has already 
had at least more than one lit- 
ter of puppies while in Davis' 
care. 

"He has never stated that 
[the dog's medical condition] 
to us before today," Darley said, 
"and we've never heard that 
from his personal vet." 

Darley said that Davis' vet 
was James larman of 
Murfreesboro. His office con- 
firmed that they have treated 
the dog for this condition. 

Selva and Davis would not 
comment if Davis has acquired 
any more animals but said that 
there are no animals now at the 
Calumet Trace condo. ♦ 

"We have on the air with us, 
the Sheriff of Rutherford County. 

Sheriff Jones, how has crime affected those 
who live and work in our County?" 

-Bart Walker, host of Action Line 

* 

*The Action Line'  is for those who 
care, 
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From the Editorial Board 
Gannett expands reach 
to Murfreesboro's 'DNJ' 

When the news of the Daily News JournaFs 
shift to Gannett ownership hit the Sidelines 
newsroom, we were struck with the sudden real- 
ization we had become the only newspaper in 
Rutherford County not owned by one of the 
largest news corporations in the world. 

Reaching out of the county, the move tight- 
ens Gannett's stranglehold on local newspapers. 
In addition to the DNJ, the Murfreesboro Sun 
and the Rutherford Courier, Gannett owns The 
Tennessean and six other newspapers in the sur- 
rounding counties, creating a virtual area 
monopoly over print news - something no fan 
of comprehensive news should like to see. 

Competition is the driving force in news. It 
motivates newspapers in Washington, D.C., 
New York City, Los Angeles and other multi- 
paper cities to get the story, and get it right, first. 

However, the DNJ has long been what would 
be nicely called a sleepy newspaper. The happy- 
looking sun at the top accompanies happy news 
about the whole community, save the crime sto- 
ries. MTSU is great, the city of Murfreesboro 
and its mayor are great, the sheriff and his 
merry band of thugs are great, and so on. 

Maybe, just maybe, the influence of new pub- 
lisher Judi Terzotis and the influx of higher pay 
and benefits (or so we hear) will motivate the 
writers and editors at the DNJ to do more than 
paint a pretty picture and start actively pursing 
stories of interest to the general public, even if it 
might hurt some feelings. 

The problem isn't necessarily the DNfs loyal- 
ty to MTSU, the community or even the gov- 
ernment. The problem is this steadfast loyalty 
has been more toward the people in the organi- 
zations, even if they do something that reflects 
very poorly on the university - say, when the 
president of MTSU faces serious sexual harass- 
ment charges - rather than that organization's 
founding principles or the group's morals or 
goals. 

So instead of being a cog in a mid-sized 
machine, the DNJ is now a small bit of a mas- 
sive, soul-eating, money-grubbing media 
tyrant. We say ho-hum. ♦ 

From the Opinions Editor 

Bill O'Reilly issues 
apology for WMDs 

On Feb. 10, right- 
wing media man Bill 
O'Reilly of The O'Reilly 
Factor did the unthink- 
able: He apologized. 

O'Reilly issued the 
apology on ABC's Good 
Morning America. 

O'Reilly apologized 
for supporting President 
George W. Bush's claims 
that Iraq was harboring 
weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Imagine that. One of 
the most right-leaning 
propaganda machines 
said he was sorry for 
supporting the 
Republican president. 

Talk about a no-spin 
zone. 

I've never been one to 
support O'Reilly, and I 
usually get so mad when 
I'm in a room when his 
show's on that I have to 
leave, but I have to give 
him props for this. 

Sure, it says some- 
thing about his charac- 
ter, but I'm really just 
reveling in the fact that 
his apology demon- 
strates something we 
Democrats have known 
all along: Something is 
seriously messed up. 

When a country goes 
to war with another 
country because their 
crazy madman of a dic- 
tator has weapons of 
mass destruction hidden 
in the desert wasteland 

Wendy Caldwell 
Opinions Editor 

he rules, one would 
assume that someone 
would be able to locate 
these killing vessels after 
said crazy madman of a 
dictator was ousted. 

Of course, we all 
know that when we 
assume, we make an ass 
out of the Bush adminis- 
tration. 

With the election 
being in November, 
Bush's top dogs had bet- 
ter start sniffing out 
some nukes if they don't 
want to be accused of 
misleading the 
American people. 

Meanwhile, the rest 
of the country can just 
sit back and relax. 

There are no weapons 
of mass destruction, or 
else they're so well-hid- 
den that even those who 
could use them won't be 
able to find them. 

O'Reilly admitted he 
was wrong to automati- 
cally believe Bush's 
claims. 

If there are no WMDs 
found come November, 
it's time the country 
gears up for another 
apology. ♦ 

Progressives want, need voice 
It seems Ralph Nader may run 

for president again this year. It's 
not official, but he's definitely con- 
sidering it. He has launched the 
Nader 2004 Presidential 
Exploratory Committee 
(www.naderexplore04.org) to see 
how much support he has before 
deciding if he will run or not. 

And just like four years ago, 
Nader is being criticized by self- 
proclaimed liberals and progres- 
sives for wanting to take votes 
from the Democrats, thus ensur- 
ing a Republican victory. 

This criticism is completely 
anti-democratic. In a democratic 
republic, you should vote for the 
candidate that best represents your 
views, not the lesser of the two 
evils that you assume are the only 
men who have a chance of win- 
ning. 

It's also anti-democratic 
because it accepts the two-party 
oligarchy that currently runs our 

Human, All Too Human 

Eric Blevins 
Staff Columnist 

country. A system that ensures 
that only two parties have a signif- 
icant amount of governmental 
control, and has for over a century, 
isn't democratic. 

Dick Meyer of CBS News has 
the right idea. He has said, "I hope 
Nader runs. I hope someone to the 
right of Bush runs, too. More is 
better. Run, Ralph, Run." 

On the other hand, Richard 
Silverstein, a self-proclaimed left- 
leaning critic of Nader, said you 
need to "make a few compromises 
that enable you to create a viable 
centrist candidacy [as I believe 
Howard Dean is doing] - then you 

might find you get what you need 
- which is a Democratic president 
in 2004." 

This so-called liberal is pushing 
for what he openly admits is a cen- 
trist candidacy. He simply accepts 
the fact that the left has no repre- 
sentation in national politics with- 
out a fight. 

There are only two men going 
for the Democratic nomination 
that can realistically be called lib- 
erals, Dennis Kucinich and Al 
Sharpton, and they're last in the 
runnings. 

But Silverstein accepts that a 
centrist is the best the left should 
hope for. He even criticizes Nader 
for claiming that the Democratic 
Party needs a move to the left. 

"If this were the best of all pos- 
sible worlds, maybe Nader would 
make a great candidate," 
Silverstein said. Of course this was 
followed by a "but" and this cynic's 
surrender to a more "realistic" 

position. 
Shouldn't we try to make this 

"the best of all possible worlds?" 
Should we merely accept what our 
government has given us, or make 
the government represent the 
views and needs of the people? 

What if all the people who vote 
Democrat because they think 
Nader doesn't have a chance and 
all the people who don't vote 
because they think Nader doesn't 
have a chance would vote for 
Nader? 

Even if Nader still didn't win, at 
least progressives would make 
themselves heard on a national 
scale and improve chances for a 
true progressive candidate in the 
future. ♦ 

Eric Blevins is a senior recording 
industry major and can be reached 
via e-mail at 
ericblev@hotmail.com. 

Education lacks difficulty 
I've noticed recently 

that U.S. kindergarten-12 
schools did very poorly in 
a study that reviewed the 
schools' standards. This 
doesn't come as a surprise. 
After all, our kids can't 
think for themselves, and if 
they have to do homework 
for more than 15 minutes, 
they complain. 

So let's keep sheltering 
our kids from breasts, 
cursing, sex and anything 
else remotely real. Because 
when we die, God will take 
over the parenting role and 
keep sheltering children, 
right? 

Talk about a rude awak- 
ening to life when your 
poor kid realizes the truth 
after he or she blows 
through your entire life 
savings and wonders why 
the world is cruel. 

It's sad that while our 
government is worried 
about money and war, 
other countries' fourth 
graders are mastering pre- 
calculus. According to a 
U.S. News report, India's 
level of education is great- 
ly higher than ours. 

Maybe if we spent more 
money on education, we 
could avoid war altogether. 
I guess it's more important 
to set up another dictator 
in Iraq (of course it will be 
someone we appoint) and 
make money off of that 
instead of worrying about 
our country's educational 
crisis. Then again, why give 
money to a messed-up sys- 
tem anyway? 

All of our scientists and 
specialists in our govern- 
ment are from different 
countries;    no    wonder 

On the Rocks 

Klara Nizki 
Staff Columnist 

everyone knows our 
secrets. But who wants a 
lazy American kid who 
can't even master algebra? 

In fact, it's not the kids' 
fault - they don't know any 
better. Let's blame it on the 
schools and teachers. 
That's funny, when they 
try to teach kids, they 
receive parents' complaints 
that the subject matter is 
too difficult. 

How are our children 
going to learn if all they're 
taught is boring, repetitive 
lessons that are easy? 

I know - we need better 
enforced dress codes, and 
that will solve this prob- 
lem. We shouldn't allow 
any religious symbols, 
except crosses of course, 
because the Christian faith 
is completely tied into our 
very fair school system. 
Yes, now we're just like the 
French, who are expected 
to soon pass a law banning 
any religious symbols 
except small crosses. 

Why the hell are we 
wasting our time with this? 
Why are we lying to chil- 
dren that Muslims, 
Buddhists and Wiccans 
don't exist? You think this 
cocoon will keep them safe 
from going to your hell? 

Once they're out from 
under your roof, they'll 
decide for themselves who 
they are and what  they 

believe. Our job as parents 
is to show them what not 
to do and why. We're sup- 
posed to prepare them for 
the real world, not hide 
them from it. 

Even graduating high 
school gets you nowhere, 
except McDonald's or 
some factory job where 
you'll slave for the rest of 
your life. Sure, you could 
know someone and get 
lucky, but if you don't go 
to college, you're pretty 
much screwed. 

High school here is a 
joke. Wasn't its purpose to 
prepare you for life and 
college? I can't remember 
how many times my col- 
lege professors had to 
explain basic principles to 
the entire class that 
should've been taught in 
high school. 

Talk about feeling stu- 
pid, because I did. This 
lack of what should be 
common knowledge is 
probably helped by teach- 
ers spending as long as two 
weeks reviewing for apti- 
tude tests. If it's an apti- 
tude test, it must not be 
very accurate, because we 
study two weeks for it by 
reviewing our easy, parent- 
approved lessons. 

Unless things change, 
I've promised myself that 
when I have kids, I'll make 
sure they have a great edu- 
cation. And that's not any- 
where near here. ♦ 

Klara Nizki is a junior 
business major and can be 
reached via e-mail at nkiz- 
ki@aol.com. 
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Literacy requires 
more than reading 

Prepare yourself; I 
think I've stumbled onto 
something that threat- 
ens our very way of life. 
The majority of the 
world is illiterate. 

What's that I say? 
Illiterate? 

That's right. You may 
be saying to yourself 
that I've lost it, gone off 
the deep end, but in all 
actuality and despite 
temporary bouts of 
insanity, I'm still quite 
sane. 

It's simple. Through 
my brief years of experi- 
ence in this world and 
even fewer in this medi- 
um, there are only a few 
things I'm certain of, 
and one is that a lot of 
people can't read and 
comprehend. 

That's the key phrase 
here, comprehend or 
understand. You actually 
thought they were going 
to print the words of 
some deranged colum- 
nist claiming the world 
can't read? 

It's a little known fact 
that at least in this coun- 
try the majority of citi- 
zens possess some read- 
ing ability. But the abili- 
ty to r«ad the printed 
word doesn't mean you 
can comprehend it. 

And an even more 
common fault is that 
people with some ability 
to comprehend written 
work, either book, mag- 
azine or newspaper arti- 
cle, often get hung up on 
one word or sentence 
and can't take in the 
whole piece, or to put it 
bluntly, the point. 

As a writer, I some- 
times get frustrated and 
wonder why it is that 
some of the things I 
write aren't understood 
or are misinterpreted, 
which, as stated above, 
can bring on bouts of 
lunacy. 

But as life has it, it's 
only through the frus- 
trations, disappoint- 
ments and the occasion- 
al lapse into lunacy that 
you see things more 
clearly. 

So what great insight 
into life have I received 
for all my troubles? 

People are going to 

see what they want to 
see, they're going to hear 
what they want to hear, 
and they're going to read 
what they want to read. 
It's as simple as that. The 
ability to be truly objec- 
tive is rare. 

Sticking with illitera- 
cy, when people read the 
written word, most of 
the time they're going to 
put their own prejudices 
and beliefs on it. 

For example, people 
can read the most non- 
partisan, well- 
researched article on 
affirmative action, and 
all that the article states 
is statistical data, which 
neither promotes the 
end to nor the continua- 
tion of affirmative 
action, but there would 
still be people who find 
the results racist just 
because it's dealing with 
a racial issue. The same 
applies to all works that 
deal with issues people 
are divided on. 

So the problem is us, 
every one of us. We all 
think each of us has the 
answer and everybody 
else's views are wrong. 
That type of thinking is 
wrong. You don't need 
to become an agnostic 
and suspend all beliefs, 
but you do need to 
become a better reader 
and understand the dif- 
ferent ideas that are pre- 
sented to you. 

Some words offend 
and others delight, but 
by themselves they don't 
carry much weight. 
Words are a part of 
something greater; 
they're used to lead you 
to the bigger picture. If 
you get hung up on one 
or two in the beginning, 
you'll never make it to 
the end. ♦ 

Jeremy Coseo is a 
sophomore journalism 
major and can be reached 
via e-mail        at 
jdc3g@mtsu.edu. 
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Students express artistic 
talents through new sport 
By Meg Akers 
Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee has a new 
sport to call its own. 

They don't tackle. They 
don't run long distances. They 
don't even use bats. 

They dance - in the pool, to 
be exact. 

Synchronized swimming is 
the technical name for it, but 
the sport is often likened to 
dancing in the water. 

Every Monday and Thursday 
night from 6 to 8 p.m., the 
MTSU Synchronized 
Swimming Club practices at the 
Recreation Center pool diving 
gracefully into the water, being 
lifted high into the air and 
doing maneuvers one can only 
imagine. 

"It's a very competitive, 
highly skilled sport," says Pam 
Footit, aquatics director for 
MTSU. 

Having been a synchronized 
swimmer and coach herself, 
Footit seems to be the right 
woman to talk to when 
researching the relatively 
unheard of sport. 

"It's actually quite a popular 
Olympic event," Footit says 
proudly. "There are themes, 
with music picked accordingly 
for each show." 

Footit recalls a story of one 
such show from her coaching 
days. 

"We had a huge American 
flag spread out over the water," 
she remembers, "we even used 
to use black lights and every- 
thing. It's very creative." 

Heather Phillips, a Belmont 
University student, has been an 
integral part in the beginnings 
of the synchronized swimming 
group here at MTSU. 

Phillips, who has a job in 
Nashville, travels without hesi- 
tation the distance to campus 
twice a week to be with this 
ever-growing group of pool 
dancers. 

"We are really thankful to 
have her," Footit says. "A syn- 
chronized swimming coach is 
hard to find anywhere." 

But what are their reasons 
for having such high hopes for 
synchronized swimming on 
campus? 

"Synchronized swimming 
develops discipline, grace and 
rhythm in all of its partici- 
pants," Footit says. 

"We would eventually like to 
see a full-fledged synchronized 
swimming program here at 
MTSU - competitions and 
everything." 

As people hear of all the 
seemingly wonderful benefits of 
synchronized swimming, many 
will want to sign up immediate- 

No background is needed to 
join the swimming club and 
anyone can join. The only 
requirements are a love of 
water, music and movement. 

For information on joining 
MTSU's synchronized swim- 
ming team, please contact 
Heather Phillips at 
hphillips@genesco.com.* 

Photo by David Mrfombs | Staff Photographer 

Heather Phillips practices a popular synchronize swimming technique in the Recreation Center's indoor pool. 

Campus living provides opportunities for growth 
Housing prices expected to increase this fall by as much as 30 percent for renovated dorms 
By Erica Rodefer 
Features Editor 

Cinder block walls (yellowed 
with age), old, creaky beds with 
uncomfortable, plastic mat- 
tresses, tiny, cramped rooms 
and a complete stranger sleep- 
ing less than three feet away. 

It may be hard to believe that 
anyone would actually choose 
to call such an institutionalized, 
prison-like setting "home." 

But for many students, the 
perks of living on campus 
exceed the negatives. 

"Living on campus extends 
to you   the  opportunity  you 

//    Living on campus extends to 
you the opportunity you need and 

experiences you need to be the 
kind of person that an educated 

person should be. 
Vicki Justice-Lowe 
associate director of Residential Life 

// 
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Lyon Hall houses a 24-hour computer lab for residents. 

need and experiences you need 
to be the kind of person that an 
educated person should be," 
says Vicki Justice-Lowe, associ- 
ate director of Residential Life. 

In addition to the conven- 
ience associated with living in 
close-proximity to campus 
facilities and the reduced stress 
over parking on a campus that 
gets more crowded every year, 
living on campus encourages 
students to get involved in cam- 
pus events and prepares them 
for future experiences, Justice- 
Lowe says. 

"I think that's the big advan- 
tage, that you become more 
involved as a student, as 
opposed to having to suffer 
from driving into campus, find- 
ing a parking place, going off 
campus to work, going off cam- 
pus to live and trying to find 
people that are sharing the same 
experience," she says. 

It's important for freshman 
so they can become involved 
and make friends, and for sen- 
iors who are focused and ready 
to buckle down on their studies 
and what they need to do for 
graduation, Justice-Lowe says. 

Also, the social structure of 
dorm living helps students 
make friends and develop last- 
ing relationships that might 
endure past college years. 

"Even if you're living in an 
apartment complex, not every- 
body there is always a college 
student. And if they are, if I'm 
the least bit inhibited, I'm not 
likely to go knock on doors to 
introduce myself," Justice-Lowe 
adds. "But I think that concept 
of the buildings on campus pro- 
vide you with the opportunity, 
plus, we do a lot of special inter- 
est housing - honors living, 
women in science, aerospace - 
floors where people are trying 
to discover what they want to be 
in a career, living together." 

However, there are a few 
things that students should take 
into consideration before they 

Photoi by Josh Jordan | Staff Photographer 

Rutledge Hall is one of several dorms on campus currently undergoing renovations. 

make their requests and pay 
their $200 deposit for housing 
on campus in the upcoming 
school year. 

Residential Life can only 
house 3,200 residents, accord- 
ing to Justice-Low. On a campus 
of well over 20,000 students, 
that usually leaves some stu- 
dents out. 

"If you are provided a space 
it is my expectation that you 
honor the terms of the license 
agreement because there are 
people on that waiting list," she 
says. 

There are few limited rea- 
sons why someone could get 
out of those agreements, she 
says, such as a diagnosis of ter- 
minal illness, extreme financial 
hardships (as determined by 
financial aid counselors on the 
cancellation committee) or a 
withdrawal from the university. 

Of course, you can always 

change your mind over the 
summer and cancel your agree- 
ment, but it will cost you. The 
closer it is to the beginning of 
the fall semester, the more 
money you'll lose if you cancel. 

Speaking    of    money 
Justice-Lowe expects some of 
the residence halls to increase 
by as much as 30 percent in 
price this fall. 

Recently renovated dormito- 
ries, Sims and Beasley Halls, will 
be equipped with brand new 
reformatted floors, kitchens, 
laundry facilities, lobby areas, 
sprinkler systems and card- 
swipe systems. 

Renovations are in the plans 
for Judd and Gracy Halls in the 
2004-2005 school year, one in 
the fall and one in the spring, 
which means one of them will 
be closed while the other is 
under construction. 

Then, at the start of the 

spring semester, the students 
living in open dorm will be 
moved to the newly renovated 
building. 

Justice-Lowe says she isn't 
sure which building they'll start 
with, but the students who have 
to move in the middle of the 
year will be compensated for 
their inconvenience because 
they'll get to live in the newly 
renovated building for the price 
of a regular dorm-room. 

Students can expect regular 
residence hall prices to go up by 
four to five percent, and Scarlett 
Commons Apartments prices to 
go up by three to four percent. 

Housing re-applications and 
a $200 deposit must be turned 
into the Cope Administration 
Building no later than Feb. 28> 
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I got an interesting ques- 
tion a little while ago from 
my mom. 

My mom is an elementary 
school English teacher. 

Though she is an excellent 
teacher, she knows nothing 
about computers and neither 
do the other teachers she 
works with. 

Her question was this: 
"How do I send an attach- 
ment on an e-mail?" 

I like to think of myself as 
a patient man, but this just 
really irritated me. 

It didn't bother me that 
my mom didn't remember 
that I already showed her 
how to do this task, but that 
she couldn't find another 
teacher who knew how to 
send an attachment. 

I would have thought that 
in a school full of teachers, 
someone would know some- 
thing about computers. 

My mom's explanation 
was that they were all older 
and none of them were really 
familiar with computers. 

I would accept this answer 
if it weren't for the fact that I 
was asked a similar question 
by a student while I worked 
in the labs last semester. 

She was younger than I 
am, and she didn't know 
anything about computers 
either. 

What is with this apathy 
towards technology? 

I read an article a little 
while ago talking about some 
of the highest paid profes- 
sions right out of college, 
and the Top 10 were filled 
with some sort of engineer- 
ing - all of them were tech- 
nology-based. 

Why are people avoiding 
computers when, the more 
you know about them, the 
better you can get paid? 

Since I'm a computer geek 
I may never understand. 

I mean, I love computers. 
They cause me some 

heartache every now and 
again, but the possibilities 
that are open to me because 
of them far outweighs the 
pain. 

What does concern me is 
that I don't think anyone out 
there is reading my column. 

Just the fact that someone 
has a question like, "How do 
I send an attachment?," 
makes me question the 
worth of my little space here. 

I know that if a person 
were to assemble all of my 
past articles and read them, 
then they could walk into a 
Best Buy and pick out a good 
computer deal and explain 
why it is good. 

I want you guys to read 
my column and send me any 
questions you can think of. 

I always answer the ques- 
tions over e-mail first so I get 
back to people around a day 
after they send me a prob- 
lem. 

By the way, the way you 
send an attachment is as fol- 
lows. 

First, start a new message 
to be sent. 

After you put in some 
data like the e-mail address 
the message is to and what 
the subject is there should be 
a button that says "attach- 
ment." 

Click on it and you'll be 
able to choose the file you 
want to send with your e- 
mail.+ 

Send computer questions 
to jh2f@mtsu.edu. 

Red Bull raises many health questions 

Write for Living. 
Now. 

(ok, maybe later...) 

898-2917 

By Erica Payne 
Staff Writer 

You've seen the commercials. 
You've heard the slogan. 

"Red Bull energy drink gives 
you wings," the commercial says. 

The seemingly safe drink 
supposedly stimulates metabo- 
lism, improves performance 
and helps the consumer focus. 

At MTSU, Red Bull energy 
drink is one of the top selling 
drinks in the Cyber Cafe at 
Woodmore. 

Cyber Cafe was the first store 
in the area to sell Red Bull, but 
now the drink is also available 
in the convenience store in the 
John Bragg Mass 
Communication Building. 

Several students at MTSU 
have admitted to using Red Bull 
energy drink as a coffee substi- 
tute. 

On those long, cold nights 
when cramming is a necessity 
and papers must be completed. 
Red Bull comes to the rescue, 
giving students the boost they 
need to get the job done. 

Is Red Bull as harmless as 
coffee and other sports drinks? 

Aimce Millspaugh, a junior 
graphic design major, recounts 
her first time drinking Red Bull 
energy drink. 

She had an art history exam, 
which required her to write 15 
essays. 

Sleep was not an option. 
Despite her doctor's order to 

stop drinking stimulants, 
Millspaugh felt she had no 
choice. 

She drank Red Bull for the 
first time. 

After drinking it, she experi- 
enced chest pains, which she 
ignored so she could finish her 
work. 

Millspaugh received the 
highest grade in the class on the 
exam, and she continues to 
drink Red Bull energy drink in 
times of need - but only half a 
can, she says. 

Onluly 18,2002, Dan Harris 
of ABC News reported that 
Sweden's National Food 
Authority was investigating the 
drink  after three people died 

Red Bull, an energy drink, has currently been banned from 

soon alter consuming it. 
One person drank numerous 

(..ms ot Rod Bull .liter a vigorous 
workout and died from kidney 

failure. 
The other two people 

involved drank Red Bull in con- 
junction with alcohol. 

Photo by Kyle Seamen  | Staff Photographer 

France and Denmark. 

France and Denmark have 
banned Red Bull energy drink. 

Brandon Morrison, a junior 
theater major, admits to drink- 
ing a Red Bull/alcohol mixed 
beverage "because it gets you 
drunk quicker." 

Mixing Red Bull with alco- 
hol is as common as mixing 
alcohol with pineapple juice, 
Morrison says. 

In fact, establishments that 
sell alcohol are the biggest Red 
Bull venders. 

So where did these contro- 
versial drinks come from? 

Dietrich Mateschitz founded 
Red Bull in 1984. 

Popular "tonic drinks" from 
Asia influenced him as he con- 
cocted the product, which is 
composed of taurine, an amino 
acid, glucuronolactone, a glu- 
cose derivative, and caffeine. 

Red Bull captured its first 
foreign market in Hungary in 
1992. 

It is currently sold in over 70 
countries worldwide. 

Red Bull estimates that more 
than a billion cans of their ener- 
gy drink is consumed each year. 

Research on the positive and 
negative effects of Red Bull 
energy drink are still under 
investigation. 

So, until the verdict is out, 
buyers beware.* 

You know you want to... 
send questions about computers to 

Jonathan, the computer guru! 
E-mail him @ jh2f@mtsu.edu. 
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* Gymnasium with basketball court and fitness center 
t ' Clubhouse with movie theater, TV lounge £* Study room 
* Game room with billiards, air hotkey & toosball 

■!'     Computer room with internet access and printers 

* Swimming pool and beach volleyball 
* Located near campus with plenty of parking 

Apartment Features 
* Fully-eqiltpped kitchen (dishwasher, microwave & disposal) 

* Cable TV is included and high-speed internet is available 

Private bedrooms and baths 

* Utility 

allowance 

* Washer & 
diver included 

I 

in unit 

Contact Information 

1-866-801-8377 
campuspointemtsu a lanecompany.com 



MT Men's Basketball 
Next Game Feb. 19 
Blue Raiders 
at Arkansas State 
Tipoff at 7:05 p.m. SPORTS 

MT Women's Basketball 
Next Game Feb. 19 

Arkansas State 
at Murphy Center 

Tipoff at 2 p.m. 
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Men's tennis drops second straight match 
By David Hunter 
Senior Staff Writer 

The No. 63 Blue Raider men's tennis team 
traveled to No. 44 Georgia Tech and lost 5-2 
Monday, despite several chances to pick up 
the victory. 

MT was down 3-2 with the Nos. 4 and 6 
matches tied at one set apiece. In the No. 4 
match, MT's Kirk Fackson had a 4-2 lead in 
the final set against GT's West Nott. Nott took 
the next tour points, however, to win the set 
and the match t>-4, 3-h, 6-4. 

The No. 6 match between MT's Anant 
Sitaram and GT's loao Menano went to a 
supertiebreakcr in the third set, with Menano 
winning the match 3-6, 7-5, 11 -9. 

"Once again, we were in position to win, 
and somehow we just continue to lose," Blue 
Raider head coach Dale Short told MT Media 
Relations. "1 feel like our team really took a 
step forward today and showed we can play 
with some of the top teams in the country." 

GT also took all three doubles matches, 
including a win over the No. 46 doubles team 
in the country. 

MT's ranked team of Brandon Allan and 
Kai Schledorn lost to Yellow Jackets Scott 
Schnugg and Marko Rajevac in the No. 1 
match 9-8 (3). GT's Jason Pieters and Jose 
Luis Muguruza earned an 8-4 win against 
Blue Raiders Rishan Kuruppu and Andreas 
Siljcstrom at No. 2. Trevor McLeod and Joao 
Menano finished the doubles sweep with an 

8-6 win over MT's Trevor Short and Greg 
Pollack at No. 3. 

Short returned after missing last 
Saturday's loss to Virginia Tech with a knee 
injury. 

The Blue Raiders gained their two points 
with Siljestrom beating Muguruza 4-6,6-2,6- 
2 in No. 2 singles and Kuruppu taking the vic- 
tory over Rajevac 7-5,6-3 in No. 5 singles. 

GT also gained two points in singles with 
Schnugg defeating Short 6-1,6-4 at No. 1 and 
Pieters defeating Schledorn 6-0, 6-1 in the 
No. 3 match. 

The next match is Friday against the 
University of Memphis at the Racquet Club 
of Murfreesboro at 2 p.m.* 

Middle Tennessee Men's Tennis 
The men's tennis team will play Memphis at the Racquet Club of Murfreesboro Friday at 2 p.m. 

Flit Photo 

Right: Kai Schledorn, right, and 
doubles teammate Brandon Allen 
(not pictured) lost their first 
match of the season Monday. 

Lady Raiders take out Denver 68-56 
By David Hunter 

The Middle Tennessee 
women's basketball team (17- 
6, 7-3 Sun Belt Conference) 
wen) on the road and defeated 
the University o\ Denver (11- 
12, 4-7) 68-56 Sunday after- 
noon. 

Lady Raider Tia Stovall 
scored 23 points in the victo- 
ry. MT lead the entire game. 

However, MT had to fight 
off several rallies by Denver, 
including trimming a Lady 
Raider 11-point lead to four 
in the opening half. Denver 
stormed back by going on an 
8-2 run starting with 2:30 left. 
The Lady Raiders had a 42-38 
lead at halftime. 

"I think we did a good job 
coming out of the gate," MT 
head coach Stephany Smith 
told MT Media Relations. 
"Near the end of the first half, 
we started turning the ball 
over and they began to press, 
and we panicked a little." 

The story stayed the same 
in the second half, with MT 
gaining a 15-point lead. 

The Lady Pioneers again 
came back and decreased the 
lead to seven. Denver's Tasha 
Jones nailed a three-pointer 
with 2:15 to go in the game to 
make the score 61-54. 
However, MT's Krystle 
Horton scored on a layup on 
the next possession to increase 
the lead to nine. 

The Lady Raiders ended 
the game on a 5-2 run to seal 
the victory. 

Fifteen of Stovall's season- 
high 23 points came in the 
first half. Stovall added five 
rebounds, three assists and 
three steals. 

Keisha McClinic had 11 
rebounds, five steals and three 
assists for the Lady Raiders. 
That makes 85 steals for the 
season by McClinic. 

Horton and Patrice 
Holmes each chipped in with 
15 and 12 points, respectively. 

Denver was led by Tyesha 
Lowery's 18 points, and 
Stephanie Hart Jiad 16 points 

Phoio by Micah Miller  |   Photo Editor 

MT forward Krystle Horton drives the lane in MT's 70-68 loss to WKU Feb. 5. 

and 12 rebounds in the loss. 
MT hit 57.1 percent from 

the field while holding Denver 
to 32.8 percent shooting. 

The Lady Raiders have 
gone     undefeated     against 

Division this season. 
They're the lone Eastern 

Division team to accomplish 
that feat. 

Currently, MT is in second 
place   in   the. SBC   Eastern 

State University (17-6, 8-2). 
The two teams will meet for 
tlrsi place at Murphy Center 
Thursday night. The game 
begins at 7 p.m.* 

teams from the SBC Western     Division    behind    Arkansas 

A-Rod deal benefits Yankees, baseball 
Sports commentary 

Jon Leffew 
Staff Columnist 

It's that time of year again. 
Winter storms ravage the country, flu 

outbreaks conflict with every American's 
schedule, and Major League Baseball 
once again defies the laws of economics. 

In the biggest trade since the man they 
call Babe was sent from Boston to New 
York, last year's American League MVP, 
Alex Rodriguez, was officially made a 
New York Yankee on Monday, while the 
Texas Rangers, Rodriguez's former team, 
received Alfonso Soriano and a player to 
be named later. 

"I'm pretty excited," Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner told ESPN.com. 
"This is a big, big one." 

Steinbrenner is excited for a number 
of reasons. 

For one, the Yankees now have one of 

the best left sides of the infield in baseball 
history, with Derek Jeter at shortstop and 
Rodriguez making the move to third. 

After an off-season injury to third 
baseman Aaron Boone, the Yankees 
appeared to have a rare hole in this year's 
lineup. 

This trade seals up any questions on 
defense, however. Rodriguez is a reigning 
American League Gold Glove winner, 
while Jeter committed just 14 errors last 
season. 

Perhaps the only problem the Yankees 
will have next season will be the order in 
which to send their $200 million worth of 
sluggers to the plate. 

With the likes of Rodriguez (47 home 
runs last season), Jeter (.324 batting aver- 
age), Jason Giambi (41 HR), Gary 
Sheffield (132 runs batted in), Hideki 
Matsui (106 RBI) and Jorge Posada (101 
RBI), the Yankees have the potential to be 
the best offensive team in baseball histo- 
ry. 

"We have a chance to be a very special 
team," Yankees general manager Brian 
Cashman told ESPN.com. "But we have 
to go out and prove that. We have to go 
on that beautiful journey that baseball 
takes you on." 

While many baseball insiders feel this 
journey will take the Yankees straight to 
another World Series title, several others 
will benefit from this blockbuster trade. 

For one, the Texas Rangers will most 
likely improve because of this deal. 

Sure, they lost the league MVP, but 
they gained a great young five-tool player 
in Soriano and, more importantly, finan- 
cial freedom to attain what they really 
need: pitching. With the money Texas 
saves, the team should be able to sign bet- 
ter pitchers and eventually make a run at 
an AL West title. Major League Baseball as 
a whole will also benefit from this trade. 

With two of the game's biggest slug- 
gers playing for the Yankees, baseball fans 
worldwide will tune in to see how many 
records the team will break. Attendance 
records will probably be shattered, as will 
the confidence of many pitchers who 
have to face the Bronx Bombers. 

Once again, the hearts of Red Sox fans 
are breaking, as this trade puts the 
Yankees on top as the favorite of the AL 
East. 

Somewhere, Babe Ruth is observing 
the madness, smoking a fine cigar and 
laughing at the curse he created.* 

The Greatest Victory 
A month-long tribute 

Ali proved greatness 
beyond boxing ring 
By Matthew Adair 
Staff Writer 

He was a man who could not 
only boast to all watchers that he 
was "The Greatest of All Time," 
but who could also back up his 
words both in and out of the box- 
ing ring. 

Had any other man spoken the 
words, "When you're as great as 
me, it's hard to be humble," fans 
would be disgusted by such an 
arrogant display of pride. 

The man who spoke those 
words, however, had every right 
to claim them. 

Muhammad Ali became one 
of boxing's fiercest and most 
respected fighters. His name and 
his image are forever linked to the 
sport that has immortalized him 
as well as to the radical beliefs he 
believed with as much passion 
and fury as he demonstrated in 
the ring. 

When others sought to drown 
him out, Ali shouted louder. 
When authority attempted to 
hold him down, Ali fought back. 
His wit and his strength in his 
beliefs made him unstoppable at 
anything he seemed to throw 
himself into, regardless of the 
obstacles in his way. 

Ali was born Cassius 
Marcellus Clay, Jr. in 1942. 
Devoting very little attention to 
academics, it was clear from early 
on that he cared little for any- 
thing that wasn't boxing. When 
his bicycle was stolen from him. 
Clay was directed by a police offi- 
cer to Frank Stoner, who shaped 
Ali and perfected his talents in 
the ring. 

Stoner's training led Clay to 
win  a  series of victories and 
awards, culminating in  a gold 
medal    in    the    1960 
Rome Olympics. 

He quickly entered 
professional boxing 
.liter returning to his 
native       Kentucky, 
becoming 
Heavyweight 
Champion     of 
the   World   by 
defeating Sonny 
Liston. His pride 
and wit were as 
powerful as his 
speed and 
punches,  as   he 
taunted   oppo- 
nents with  his 
famous remark 
that  he could 
"float like a but- 
terfly,  sting  like a 
bee." 

Clay used his 
lofty position as 
champion to 

openly display his disgust with 
racism. He joined the radical 
Nation of Islam in 1964, convert- 
ing to the Islamic faith and 
changing his name from Cassius 
Clay to Muhammad Ali. This, 
combined with his 1966 refusal to 
serve the Army during the 
Vietnam War, caused him to be 
stripped of his boxing license and 
his heavyweight title in addition 
to receiving a five-year prison 
term for draft evasion. 

Ali, however, would not allow 
himself to be beaten by adversity. 

Ali had his conviction over- 
turned three years later and 
regained his boxing license. After 
a devastating loss to Joe Frazier at 
Madison Square Garden in 1971, 
Ali fought his way back up to his 
title. He knocked out then-cham- 
pion George Foreman in the 
Zaire "Rumble in the Jungle" 
before traveling to the 
Philippines and knocking out 
Frazier in 14 rounds in what is 
known famously today as the 
"Thrilla' in Manila." 

Ali would hold the title of 
champion almost continuously 
from then until 1980, when, after 
two losses, he announced that he 
would retire from boxing. 

While his career as a boxer 
may be over, Ali continues several 
fights to this day, from his per- 
sonal battle with Parkinson's 
Disease to the much broader fight 
of working for peace and equality 
world-wide. WORLD, the World 
Organization for Right, Liberty 
and Dignity, was established by 
Ali to help work toward his 
humanitarian goals. 

Today, some compare modern 
sports   stars   such   as   Michael 
Jordan  or Tiger Woods  to  the 
famous boxer in terms of status 

within an athlete's   respective 
sport and the recognition of 

his name and image. 
But    to    those    who 

watched  Ali  prove  time 
and again not just his 

talent,      but      the 
strength of his con- 
victions in what is 
right, there is no 
comparison. His 
fame   is   more 
than the 
measure    of 
those     who 
recognize 
him or the 
wealth  he 

_^A     has built. 
MB He 
^^    simply, 

beyond  all 
material measure, 
the greatest. ♦ 

Ptioto courtesy of float-likt-a-buturfly de 
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Better late than never: Softball begins Wednesday 
By Brad Jameson 
Staff Writer 

The Lady Raider softball team 
begins their season at home 
Wednesday with a doubleheader 
against Belmont University at Lady- 
Raider Field. 

Middle Tennessee was set to start 
the season last Sunday with a home 
opener against Alabama State 
University, but the doubleheader was 
cancelled due to snow. 

The Lady Raiders were picked pre- 
season to finish fourth overall in the 
Sun Belt Conference by league coaches. 
The University of Louisiana-Lafayette 
was unanimously picked first, followed 
by Florida International University in 

second     and     Western     Kentucky 
University in third. Rounding out the 
bottom of the poll was the University 

of North Texas in 
fifth     and     New 
Mexico State 
University in sixth. 

Head coach 
Cindy Connelley 
believes the tight 
camaraderie the 
team has formed in 
the off-season will 
improve MT's per- 
formance. 

"They want to 
win and are willing to work hard," 
Connelley said. "But, you always want 
to polish that. You can usually win half 

Connelley 

of your games on talent. The other half 
of your games [are] won on team cohe- 
siveness." 

MT is led by 
senior shortstop 
and co-captain 
Cortney Mitchell. 
Mitchell led the 
country in doubles 
last season with 27 
and is the second 
player in Lady 
Raider history to 
finish the season 
with a batting aver- 
age of more than 
.400, with .409. 

Mitchell  also  received  the  SBC 
Newcomer of the Year honors last sea- 

Mitchell 

son, along with being named to First 
Team All-Conference and First Team 
All-South Region. 

Ten of the 20 players on the Lady 
Raiders' roster for the fall season were 
new players. Connelley felt some bond- 
ing time was necessary to instill a sense 
of teamwork in her players. 

"We did an awful lot of off-the-field 
bonding with the challenge course and 
some community service," Connelley 
said. "I think this is a really special 
team that finds a way to win." 

Some of the team's contributions to 
the community included Christmas 
caroling at a nursing home and some 
in-school community projects around 
Murfreesboro. 

Belmont began their season with a 

12-0 shutout against Alabama State on 
Saturday. The Bruins, under new head 
coach Jose Garcia, were picked to finish 
last this season in the Atlantic Sun 
Conference by league coaches and 
media. The team finished the 2003 sea- 
son in last place in the conference at 9- 
39-1 (5-17). 

MT defeated Belmont twice in a 
Nashville doubleheader last spring sea- 
son 8-2 and 5-1. The Lady Raiders fin- 
ished the season 33-21, placing third in 
the SBC standings with an 8-8 confer- 
ence record. 

The Lady Raiders expect a success- 
ful spring. 

"I think there is a question mark 
there in how good we can be and how 
early," Connelley said.^ 

Sports e-mail slsports@mtsu.edu 

Sound off! 
jim m m 
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Visit the message boards at www.mtsusidelines.com. 

Hey/ You/ 
Come over 
here and 
write, you 

punks/ 

9L9 
Listen to Lightning. Write for Sidelines.  Stop by JUB room 310 for more information, or to pick up an application 

Sales 

Brand new white hot point 
refrigerator with ice-maker. 
Retails at HD/Lowes for $598. 
Sale w/ free local delivery, $375 
firm. Call 615-578-3377 for 
more info. 

Large Coca-Cola. Glass Front 
merchant style reach-in 
Cooler/refrigerator. Free local 
Delivery sale for $375. Call 615- 
578-3377 for Details. 

New Never installed Kholer 6 
Jet Hydramassage Luxury Bath 
Tub. Complete with motor 
assymbry. Measures almost 6 ft 
0y 4 ft. Retails for over $1000. 
Sale with free local delivery, 
$575. Please call 615-578-3377 
for more info. 

Female black lab, AKC regis- 
tered, 9 months old, spayed and 
current shots. Friendly, loving 
and smart Must sell. $90. Call 
890-8791 before 6 p.m. 

For Sale: Car Stereo equipment 
2 Cerwin Vega subs in custom 
box, 3 Amps, all high end wiring. 
$500 obo. Large sleeper sofa. 
$60 obo. Large entertainment 
center. Accomodates 32" TV 
with room for components 
behind glass doors, $75 obo. 300 
MGHZ computer with 256 
megs or ram. Great 
Internet/Word processor 
machine. Comes with 14" mon- 
itor. $170 obo. Woodeo side 
table 3" x 18" $40 obo. Contact 
Kristi @ 867-4826 or 473-2473. 

Brilliant Solitary Engagement 
Ring. 3/4 plus carot Diamond 
Solitare. Teardrop shaped on a 
white gold band. Asking $1100. 
Contact Edward 494-8864. 

7.2 inch Pyle remote controlled 
flip down cart TV New with 
dome lights $200 obo. New 
Custom built Sun visor with 7.2 
inch Casio TV with remote con- 
trol $200 obo. Call 901-351- 
7480. 

1993 Toyota Camry XLE, green, 
auto, CD, sunroof, power, leather, 
I47K miles. $3300. Contact 
Adam or Kim. 366-5105 or 
668-9015. 

Twin Mattress and box springs 
set for sale. Almost new. $90 
obo. Bedding available for extra. 
Call 668-2014 

Scuba gear!! Fins, booties, mask. 
$200. Call Amanda 653-3046. 

* * J O H N 
MAYER**SeNsUaL*mellow*Ac 
oustic*— 3 Concert tickets for 
sale. Mid-south Coliseum, 
Memphis, TN Feb. 28, 2004. 
7:30pm.. Section T-N Row 14 
Seats I-3. WERE PRICED $135, 
will sell for $133 or lower, 
OFFERS ACCEPTED, am VERY 

willing to go lower. Email 
rbk2b@mtsu.edu if interested. 

Hippie stick holder for sale! 
Brand new Gator black hard- 
shell acoustic guitar case. Never 
been used. $50. Contact Katie 
504-296-2509. 

1968 Ford Mustang for sale. 
Great condition, new engine,. 3- 
speed. $8000 obo. 423-902-0401 

03' Honda Civic Ex Coupe. 5 
spd. 4k. power windows, door- 
locks, mirror sunroof, remote 
keyless entry, am/frn, CD, 
Loaded. Must sell, bought anoth- 
er car. Blk/Blk Call 931-607- 
9077. Iv.msg.$ 15.700. obo. 

Sociology. A Down to Earth 
Approach 6th Edition textbook 
for sale. Good condition. Selling 
for $45. Call 615-898-3484. 

Very nice computer desk/stand 
for sale! Excellent condition, 
approx 4' tall with raised levels 
for monitor, tower, and printer. 
$40 obo. Contact Allison at 
(423)506-1197 or 
alc2q@mtsu.edu. 

Microphone, AKG CI000S. 
Condenser, w/ hard case $ 115 
call 867-9051 

Guitar Amp-Fender Bassman 50 
Vintage tube tone 1973. $325 
Call 867-9052 

Beautiful halter style beaded 
wedding dress. Size 10. Includes 
Underskirt tiara veil, shoes size 
6 1/2, caketopper, flowerbasket 
ring pillow, feather pen set bub- 
bles, and ring treasure box All 
$500. Call 653-8401. 

Leather Harley Davidson Jacket 
size large. Flame embroidered 
sleeves and eagle on back 

"Harley Davidson" "Live to 
Ride" also on back. $250. Also 
Leather Harley Davidson Chaps. 
Size Med. Worn twice. $250 
653-8401. 

"03 Honda Civic EX coupe. 4 K, 
pw, pd, sunroof, spoiler, alloy 
wheels, am/frn. CD. blk/blk, 
bought new car, must sell. 
$15,700 obo. 931-607-9077. 
Leave message. 

Kurtzwell SP76 digital stage 
piano. $450 obo. 615-403-7002. 

Formal Dresses - 3 available blue 
satin, silver spagetti strap and 
black sequence & beads, sizes 6- 
8 $25-50 call 931-607-9077. 

Employment 

Part-time employment 25 
mins. from MTSU. Now hiring 
for front desk help. Hours are 
3pm-11 pm Tues. & Thurs. 
Please feel free to fax resume 
to 615-793-9050 or come in 
and apply in person. 1-24 Exit 

CLASSIFIEDS 
64, Super 8!! 

Servers/Cooks needed. 
Maggio's Italian Restaurant is 
looking for experienced 
servers and cooks. Please 
apply between 2-4pm Mon.- 
Sun. 291 OS. Church St 

Wanted: CNA for handi- 
capped student on campus to 
provide 24 hour care. $ 1000 
sign on bonus with this ad. 
Please fax resume to 931- 
645-7663 or call for an appli- 
cation at 931 -552-3782. ext 
24I.E.O.E„ 

Local Accounting firm is in need 
of a marketing rep to set up 
appointments and make presen- 
tations to prospective clients. 
You will be the first point of 
contact with the potential 
client 15-20 hrs/week. 75% 
appointment setting, 25% pre- 
sentations. Required skills: 

Excellent communication & 
presentation skills. Self-starter 
who works on own initiative. 
Fast learner, previous sales/mar- 
keting experience preferred. 
Training provided. Base pay and 
generous commission structure. 
Fax resumes with salary expec- 
tations to 217-3043 or 
jobs@integral-solutions.com 

$800 Weekly Guaranteed. 
Stuffing envelopes. Send a self- 
adressed envelope to SCARAB 
Marketing. 28 E Jackson, 10th 
floor, Suite 938, Chicago, Illinois 
60604. 

Positions available for energetic 
people who want to be part of 
something big and have money 
to prove it! Both undergrad and 
grad. students accepted for 
both part and full-time posi- 
tions. Email is best amcke- 
vitz@yahoo.com Or 615-898- 
3369. 

Bartender Trainees 
Needed! 
#250 a day potential. Local 
positions. 1800-293-3985 ext 
305. 

Services 

Need Help Writing/Typing 
Papers?? I can type your papers 
for you, or help edit your papers. 
Email me. Dmp2m@mtsu.edu 

Dtgr/U Write It - Freelance 
Typing and Word processing Iris 
McGee, Creator Send to: 211 
Old Flat Ck Rd. Shelbyville, TN 
37160. Fax: 931-695-5544 
Specialty: Resumes. 

STEEL BUILDINGS Winter 
Clearance. Factory Seconds & 
Freight Damaged. 20x30,25x36, 
30x48 Financing Available, Buy 
now w/ FREE Storage & 
Delivery 800-222-6335. 

Handyman Affordable 24 Hour 
Home repair, plumbing, electri- 
cal, drywall and more. 568-7219. 

Give your special lady a gift that 
is unique and memorable. Have 

Phi Mu Alpha sing a list of songs 
we have available. Singing will 
take place on Friday, Feb. 13, 
2004. $10 for a small ensemble, 
$20 for a large ensemble. For 
more info, contact Phi Mu Alpha 
sinfonia@mtsu.edu, 615-849- 
7687 or 615-653-0050. 

New online classifieds for MTSU 
students! Post your Ads free of 
charge with optional photo 
upload, www.campusfair.org 

Two Men and a Van. No job too 
small. Just give us a call. 615-631 - 
7185. 

ATTORNEY 
Christine Barrett 

890-1300 
320W Main Street Suite 121 

Murfreesboro,TN 37130 
Visa/MasterCard Accepted. 

Need Money Fast? Refunds 24 
Hrs. or less. Call Integral Tax 
217-3044. Ask about our stu- 
dent discounts. Walk-ins wel- 

come. 

Opportunities 

Guitarists & Drummer needed 
to tour with nationally success- 
ful rock band. Influences include 
Rage, Foo Fighters, Deftones. 
Call 615-340-9500 for more 

info. 

Roommate 

Roommate wanted. Available 
now! 3 BD 2 BA Brand new I 
story home. $375/month, all util- 
ities included. Convenient to 
MTSU . Call Allison for more 
info. 615-293-4208. 

MTSU Senior seeks female 
roommate for 2 BD apt Ewing 
Blvd. Rent is $200/month plus 
utilities. Call Kristin 545-7225. 

Need I Roommate in a 4 BD 
house. Walking distance to cam- 
pus. $280/month, util. included. 
568-7219 or 896-4173. 

Non-Smoker $400/month. All 
bills included. Cable, Internet 
pool view. Call Jonathan. 615- 

545-9255. 

20 male looking for a 18-30 
male/female roommate. Apt is 
1,364 sq/ft private room and pri- 
vate full bath. Last roommate 
skipped town so I needed a 
roommate ASAP .Rent is 440 
plus 1/2 utilities. Email me @ 
chie37076@yahoo.com or 
phone 615-337-8593 

Looking for roommate to share 
2-story, 3 bed duplex, just off 

Northfield. 3 min. from campus. 
$250/mo. plus 1/3 utilities. Call 
Jenny or J.R 895-7194 or 579- 
8441. 

Attention Females! Looking for 
Roommate. 2BR 2BA apartment 
@ University Courtyard. You 
have your own bedroom and 
bathroom. $485/month, all utili- 
ties included and fully furnished. 
Need roommate ASAP!!! Call 
Lisa @ 646-4906 or Tessa @ 
506-6328 for more info. 

For Rent 

Raiders Crossing Apt for rent- 
425. 3 BD. 3 BA and fully fur- 
nished. #! apt. in awards. Call me 
Saleh at 615-456-6711. 

Apt for Rent-Spacious 2 BD 2 
full BA @ Chelsea Race near 
duck pond, running path, and 
pool. $679/ month. Call 867- 

9798. 

This house is reaqdy for your 
new and exciting 2004 spring 
semester at MTSU. Large 2- 
story house. 3 miles from cam- 
pus. 5 spacious rooms for MTSU 
students. $250/month + utilities. 
$350 security deposit Central 
H/A Culligan drinking water. Call 
898-2005. 

Room for rent 3 BD/2BA house 
on cul de sac. 2-car garage, wash- 

er/dryer, dishwasher, etc. $350 
utilities. Available for Spring 
semester. Call Seth 615-631- 
2706. 

Brand New 3 BR 2 BA I car 
garage, in Eastwood Subdivision. 
All the appliances including 
washer & dryer. $900 plus 
deposit 931-510-5901. 

Subleasing 

Sterling Gables across from 
new Wal-Mart Furnished 4 
BD 2BA, all MTSU male stu- 
dents. Take over till August 
recieve $100. Take over new 
August '04 lease get $400 
from me! Pool, fitnesscenter 
and game room included at 
clubhouse. Call Brian at 615- 
545-2478. 

Female Subleaseer wanted @ 
University Courtyard Apt. in a 
4 BD, 4BA.AII utilities paid 
including cable and phone. 
Rent $350/month, but get 1st 
month free. Move in ASAP. 
Call Keiana@ 931-629-1694. 

Room for Rent! Apt at 
Sterling Unv. is available. It is 
furnished, right next to the 
office, game Rm.. tanning bed. 
hot tub, & pool site. Move in 
ASAP! Call Megan @ 615- 
426-7292 for details. 

Looking for female sublease 
in a 4 BD 4 BA apt at 

University Courtyard. 
Includes new carpet vaulted 
ceilings, dishwasher, washer, 
dryer. Access to pool, gym, 
computer lab. Just I mile 
from campus. Call Stephanie 
491-8403. 

Female subleaser wanted @ 
Sterling. $330, free tanning, 
24-hour computer lab, game 
room, shuttle to school. 
Great roomates. Willing to 
pay I st months rent Call 
Melanieat93l-267-695l. 

Female needed. Sterling 
University. 3 Great roomates. 
Includes water, electric, inter- 
net and washer & dryer. Only 
$370/month. Also 24 hr. Gym, 
Comp. lab and Jacuzzi. Free 
tanning. Call now get I st 
month Free! Tiffany 403-2775. 

Spring Break 

Spring Break. Free food, par- 
ties, & drinks. Best Hotels & 
Lowest prices! Our students 
seen on CBS' 48 hours! 
www.breakerstravel.com 800- 
985-6789. 

#1 Spring Break 
Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica, 
Acapulco, Bahamas, & Florida! 
Best parties, best hotels, best 
prices! Space is limited! Book 
now & save! I -800-234-007 
www.endlesssummertours.co 
m 

Panama City Beach, Fl 
**SPRING BREAK** 
Bookearly and save $$! 

world's longest Keg Party- 
Free beer all week!! Live band 
& DJ. Wet T-shirt Hard Body 

& Venus Swimear contest. 
Suites up to 12 people, 3 

pools, huge beachfront hot 
tub, lazy river ride, water 

slide, jet skis, parasail. 
Sandpiper-Beacon Beach 

Resort. 
800-488-8828 

www.sandpiperbeacon.co 

Policies 

Sidelines will be responsible only 
for the first incorrect insertion 
of any classified advertisement 
No refunds will be made for par- 
tial cancellations. Sidelines 
reserves the right to refuse any 
advertisement it deems objec- 
tionable for any reason. 
Classifieds will only be accepted 
on a prepaid basis. Ads may be 
placed in the Sidelines office in 
James Union Building, Room 
310, or faxed to (615) 904-8193. 
For more information call (615) 
904-8154. Ads are not accepted 
over the phone. Ads are free for 
students and faculty. 
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MT women remain perfect 
at home with win over SLU 
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MT senior Laura McNamara returns a volley in MT's 7-0 win over SLU last Sunday. 

By Colby Sledge 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Manon Kruse extended her 
winning streak to six matches as 
the Middle Tennessee women's 
tennis team quickly defeated St. 
Louis University 7-0 last 
Sunday. 

The Lady Raiders (4-2) won 
all six singles matches in 
straight sets en route to their 
third victory in their last four 
matches. 

"We expected to do quite 
well," MT head coach Randy 
Holden said. "It [SLUI is a 
Conference USA team so we fig- 
ured they should be pretty com- 
petitive, but we played extreme- 
ly well and I'm proud of the way 
we competed and didn't really 
give them a chance to get in the 
match." 

MT won all three doubles 
matches over SLU (1-9) as the 
Billikens lost their fifth straight 
match. Jennifer Klaschka and 

Laura McNamara defeated 
SLU's Ana Renda and Melissa 
Cutler 8-1 at No. 2 before No. 
31 Kruse and Carien Venter 
clinched the doubles point with 
an 8-3 victory over Katarina 
Lozanova and Amanda 
Hellberg in the No. 1 match. 

The win was the fourth 
straight for Kruse and Venter 
and both MT teams moved to 
5-1 on the season. 

Ana Maria Cibils and Jacqui 
Williams then finished Lindsay 
Winninger and Rebecca Steer 8- 
4 at No. 3. 

In singles, McNamara fin- 
ished first in a 6-1, 6-0 victory 
over Cutler in the No. 4 match. 
No. 54 Kruse then remained 
perfect in the spring season 
with a 6-1, 6-0 defeat of 
Lozanova at No. 1. 

"She [Kruse] has always 
been the staple of our lineup," 
Holden said. "It's her senior 
year and I think she wants to 
prove something." 

Klaschka then defeated 
Hellberg 6-1, 6-1 at No. 2 to 
snap a two-match losing streak 
and Venter won over Renda 6-2, 
6-3 in the No.3 match. 

Emily Vest and Williams 
then finished the match as Vest 
won 6-2, 6-0 over Winninger at 
No. 5 and Williams defeated 
Steer 6-4,6-3 at No. 6. 

The shutout was the Lady 
Raiders' second of the season 
and the first since their 7-0 win 
over Austin Peay State 
University Jan. 22 in the season 
opener. The win also kept MT 
undefeated at the Racquet Club 
of Murfreesboro this season. 

The Billikens were shut out 
for the fifth time this season. 

MT travels to the University 
of Arkansas-Little Rock Friday 
and the University of Memphis 
Sunday before returning to 
Murfreesboro to take on Murray 
State University Mar. 3. ♦ 

You like 
money. 

We like 
money. 

Let's be friends. 

Earn valuable experience and 
valuable money as a Sidelines 

advertising representative. 

We are now hiring for summer! 
Come by JUB 310 to apply or call 

898-5240 for details. 

Need to let the campus know 
about an event your group is sponsoring? 

Sidelines' Campus Events calendar can help. 

Clip the form below, fill it out and return it to 
the James Union Building, Room 310. 

Campus Events 
The following guidelines apply to all: 
1. Forma must be submitted by deadline to be considered for publication. Campus Events run 
each Monday in the Living section, so forms should be submitted by Saturday night. 
2. Every attempt will be made to run your announcement as often as possible, but priority will 
be given to events with the most immediacy. 
3. We reserve the right to limit announcements to campus events only. 
4. Sidelines does not guarantee placement of any submission. 

Name of person placing this notice . 

Organization  

Date 

Event. 

Date of event. Time Location 

Contact name 

Notes  

Phone no. 

O Milt'luus M I SI' llo\ H, or brini; lo 

People with large index fingers 
need not apply. 
Photographers willing to work 
for Sports are prefered. 
898-2336 
slphoto@mtsu.edu 
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