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Student hospitalized after blow to head

By Andy Harper

Campus Life Editor

An MTSU student was transported Monday

night to Vanderbilt Medical Center for emergency

surgery due to injuries sustained Sunday night at
the Beta Theta Pi house on Greek Row.

The young men had been drinking alcohol and
the horseplay between the brothers may have
become heated, Buddy Peaster, MTSU police chiet
said in an MTSU press release

“The student remains in stable condition after

surgery was preformed to stop hemorrhaging and

pressure that might have
caused brain damage,” said
Gentry McCreary, director of
Greek Life.

The  victim, Michael
Morrison, 19, was struck in
the head by a pool cue during
horseplay with another frater-
nity brother, reported the
MTSU press release.

According to the police Morrison
incident  report, William
Vinson was charged with

aggravated assault after he admitted during police

questioning to attacking
Morrison.
“Michael went to bed

Sunday night, [and] the next
morning he was checked on
by Ross Johnson, the chapter
president,” McCreary said.
Johnson reported Morrison
as being awake and alert
Monday morning, but said
Morrison did mention that
his head
McCreary said.

Vinson

was  hurting,

“Ross left the Beta house for the dav and

returned Monday evening around 5 p.m. to find
Michael unconscious,” McCreary said.

“According to doctors, Michael is moving his
hands and legs, so the doctors are hopeful the
damage is minimal,” McCreary said in the press
release.

“We're cooperating with local authorities,” said
Judson Horras, spokesperson for Beta Theta Pi.
Horras declined further comment.

The MTSU police department is still investigat-
ing. Head officer Matt Foster was unavailable for
comment.

“Of course Greek Life is deeply saddened by this
tragedy and we wish Michael well,” McCreay said.

MT claims

season-opener
win over FIU

Team breaks five-year
home-opener losing
streak, breaks in new
coach, turf, uniforms

By J. Owen Shipley

Contributing Writer

MTSU hadn’t won a home opener in five
years before Thursday night. In those five
years, they had posted four straight losing
seasons. With a new coach, new state of the
art turf, and a new attitude the Blue Raiders
had a lot to prove in Thursday’s grudge
match against Florida International, the
same team that had closed their season last
year with a win against the last MTSU team
coached by Andy McCollum. A lot was on
the line, and all eyes were on new coach
Rick Stockskill to see how the Raiders
would respond.

As fan after fan piled into Floyd Stadium
Thursday night, they carried big question
marks in between their eyes. They had no
idea what to expect of this supposedly
“new” Blue Raider football team.
Memories of years passed had taught them
that this wasn't a team that won too often,
even when it should have. Mistakes, mis-
cues and mismanagement abounded
towards the end of Andy McCollum’s reign
as coach of MTSU’ ambitious football
program. And yet, something new was in
the air: Excitement. Even with all questions
people have had about this team’s talent

Thursday, August 31

MT 7
FIU 6

Next game at Maryland,
September 9

and depth, fans were genuinely excited.
Talk of MTSU’s new coach had reached all
corners of Murfreesboro and people were
genuinely curious how much of a differ-
ence he could make.

Two things were sure after seeing the
Blue Raiders face off against Florida
International: First of all, the Blue Raider
offense does need work. Receivers that were
wide open went unnoticed. Passes perfect-
ly executed were dropped. The offensive
line had a hard time consistently creating
holes in clutch situations. Most important-
ly, third down conversions were abysmal.
But MTSU is used to statements like these.
What is new in Murfreesboro, is that this
team did everything it could to win with
the weapons it had. After Florida
International’s first scoring drive the MT
defense shut them down. The offense pro-
tected the ball, controlled the clock, and
won the battle for field position. They
scored the only touchdown they needed to
win and held FIU in place long enough for
them to leave Floyd Stadium with a win.

In a play that summed up FIU’s only
scoring drive, tight end Samuel Smith
made an amazing catch on 3rd and long to
keep the chains moving. MTSU’s defense
was swarming all over the field. They

Quarterback Clint Marks prepares for the p

pounded the ball carrier on each tackle but
gaping holes were evident in their coverage
With the bigger than usual crowd chanting
“Let’s Go Blue!” the defense might have
been a little too pumped up. They were
over-pursuing so much that FIU had the
confidence to attempt two fourth down
conversions during that first drive. Luckily
for MTSU, it ended in Florida
International’s only touchdown and the
extra point attempt was a wild miss that

come back to haunt FIU all night

long. With 10 for 14 passing and 40 yards

would

rushing yards in the first quarter alone, FIU
played as if the game was in their control.
The Blue Raiders took advantage of that
attitude and never let the Panthers get close
to having another drive that long or pro-
ductive.

See Football, 6

Tailgating in Walnut Grove before the game Thursday evening was themed around a beach bash, including tropical food and music. The festivities continued at the game, where there was a pool in the stands

MT staff
monitors
student
canvassing

By Blake Boldt
Contributing Writer

The writing is on the wall at
MTSU, but with strict regula-
tions regarding the posting of
advertisements, students must be
careful when trying to publicize
events on campus.

The MTSU rules and regula-
tions contain a specific clause
pertaining to the placement of
advertising flyers and related lit-
erature in campus parking lots.
This clause, an extension of a city
ordinance, forbids any individual
from advertising on parked vehi-
cles on campus.

As exceptions to the rule,
advertisements may be placed on
vehicles if the advertiser owns the
vehicle, or the advertiser has con-
sent from the vehicle owner.

The same rules apply to post-
ing in all areas on campus, said
Gene Fitch, vice president for
Student Affairs at MTSU, but
each building has its own policy.

“The policies for posting are
pretty lenient around campus,”
Fitch said when asked about the
significant number of advertise-
ments in campus buildings.

“Many bulletin boards in
campus buildings are open to
advertisements,” said Jacqueline
Victory, the director of Student
Organizations and Community
Service. She cautioned that most
buildings require permission
from the departments' adminis-
tration.

Victory welcomes the publici-
ty of campus functions, but she
encourages students to contact
her office before posting.
Students can send their adver-
tisements in a text format to the
Student Organizations office for
authorization.

“The cheapest way to advertise
in a good way is to email me and
(we will) post it on Pipeline,”
Victory said.

Also, the unauthorized use of
graffiti in any form is forbidden
on campus. According to the
rules and regulations, this
includes the “damage or deface-
ment of MTSU property by
painting, chalking, writing, sten-
ciling, or by any other means of

See Canvassing, 5

Employers offer mixed reaction to online profiles

By Christin Pepple

fired someone in their employment for something

Staff Writer

they posted on the Internet.

itself on freedom of speech. Employers have no right
to take that away from their employees.”

sentiment.

Chris Suttor, an employer of Buckle, echoed that

In the not-so-distant past, the Internet was in its
infancy — a flashy tool that high-powered business-
men used to keep in touch. Today, that same inven-
tion is not only fun and convenient, it’s powerful.

The Internet’s reach extends into every facet of life,
including socializing, learning and working. The
influence of the Internet in shaping one’s career has

come into the public eye recently with the advent of

Web sites like Facebook and Myspace that allow users
to essentially live their lives—the good, the bad and
the ugly—Dbefore the world.

In a recent survey by Careerbuilder.com, 35 per-
cent of employers polled have either reprimanded or

Subsequently, students may find themselves on the
other end of an electronic microscope if employers
get curious about what their hires, or potential hires,
do in their free time. Suddenly, the small get togeth-
er with a few friends and some beers last weekend is
at the forefront of the company boss’s awareness.

Many students and employers, though, are speak-
ing out against this use of personal Web space.

Kevin Stokes, an assistant manager at Starbucks in
Murfreesboro, said it is absolutely not ethical for
employers to check applicants’ Internet profiles
before hiring them.

“MySpace is an expression like [a] Letter to the
Editor is an expression,” he said. “America prides

Barbara Fuller, the managing attorney at the Legal
Aid Society of Middle Tennessee, described a similar
policy.

“We only base employment on a written reference
check and interview,” she said. “We don't use the
Internet.”

Among the student workers, who are often those
most directly affected by employer trolling, many
express frustration with what they believe is an unfair
use of a medium that doesn’t lend itself to secrets.

“Everything on the net needs to be taken with a
grain of salt. It doesn't need to always be taken seri-
ously,” said Sarah Catlett, who works at Spencer’s
Gifts.

DR R S R LR

“[Your boss| shouldn’t be able to ‘Google’ you and
fire you for it,” he said. “Personal and professional
lives are separate.”

Brandy Gibbs, a general manager at Hastings,
expressed a middle-of-the-road view on the subject,
putting the debate in terms of what’s best for the
company. She said she agreed with an employer’s
right to fire someone for what they post on the
Internet, but only if it is directly harmful to the com-
pany in question.

“If [employees] talk about customers or use
names, for Hastings, it’s a breach of contract,” Gibbs

See MySpace,2

TSRS
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New fellowship offered for students

By Daniel Potter and Wesley Murchison

Staff Writer and Administration Editor

MTSU has designed a new scholarship to
attract The
\L»Il()l.lr\hll‘ will be awarded through the College
of University Honors and is intended for stu-
dents in the honors program.

The behind the James Buchanan
fcllmvxlnp. according to Philip Mathis, dean of
University Honors, was for MTSU to compete in
lcnmlling students with higher academic excel
ence.

students who excel academically

Id(‘d

To attract these students, the Buchanan
Fellowship will provide a full ride to students
who $1.000 book
allowance, assistance after graduation and pro
grams to study abroad.

Mathis said this package of funds is to show
students that not only can they get the same kind
of education, but also they wouldn’t incur too

much personal cost.

are L|le|l!|(‘d. semester

“With the way some of these scholarships
work, they can actually make money,” Mathis
\.!Id.

} }

‘ =23
the scholarsi

the
Buchanan Fellowship will also include six semi

In conjunction with

1PS

nars specially tailored to students in the f

+11 th 1
called the Bu

ship. These seminars

Seminars, will consist of two seminars owve
humanities, social sciences and applied sciences
I'he humanities courses will be made up of liter
ature classes while the social sciences will be lec
tures on government and economics. The

applied sciences will cover astronomy and chem

istry. Chemistry will have a particular be

iring on

modern forensics and DNA technology

[he fellowship’s minimum requirements are
the same as the honors program, a h;_‘l' hool
grade point average nd an ACT sc« 0
25. The average freshman entering the hono
program br GPA of id an Al or
of 29, wi ins that the tvpical Buchana
Fellows will perforn i1

those minimums.

“But that doesn’t mean we judge them based
just on those criteria,” Mathis said of the require-
ments.

In addition, candidates will be evaluated for a
“whole range of things that make for a diverse

drain” in Tennessee resulting from students
enrolling in universities outside of the state.
“Often when they stay at home, they end up
living their lives here and contributing to our
economy and to the intellectual and cultural life
of the state,” Mathis said. “The honors college at

and desirable class each
year,” including gender,
socio-economic back-
ground and involve-
ment in the community.

“We will have a lot of
information on each
applicant on which to
base their suitability for
the Buchanan
F('“(l\\'\hlp." Mathis
said. “There will be a
special application
form, and they will be
required to write an

Buchanan
Fellowships
should support
some continued

MTSU is just one of a
few programs around
the state dc\igm’d to
attract students who
might otherwise pur-
sue opportunities out
of state.”

The program will
help students
after they graduate.

“Buchanan

also

Fellowships should
success among support some contin
ued success among
those StUdentS those students that

essay. h k seek to attend such
[wenty incoming t at see to prestigious universi
freshmen will receive d h ties as Oxford or
the Buchanan atten suc Yale,” Mathis said.
Fellowship in fall of More than two

200 followed by

0 the follow

another
fa in

1d continuing

until it reaches the total

of 80)
}

Fellowship

mbers, all i nded by

1e scholarship
While the

will provide

tellowship

funding for

prestigious
universities as
Oxford or Yale.

College of University Honors

thirds of the students
the honors
gram go on to med-

“l'(h—

ical, graduate or law
school, Mathis said.
“They’'ve had the
most improved
record of entering the
most elite
Mathis said.
Mathis expects the
Buchanan Fellowship
to continue that

Philip Mathis

Dean of the schools,

T'here is no

y Choose
for them to ISIE

tentio f the fellowship, Mathis
brain

sses what he called a

Canvassing: Students need permission to post flyers

to throw

Continued from 1

posters

application on such proper administrat
approva

1y Fitch noted that ”\i\“w):

ICYy was enacted two years ago

the Student Life

ny flyvers or ty, the student body. Fitch

\ave an  encouraged students to pro

tamp of mote on-campus programs
tory says that but he urged them to contact
e staff is con the administrations of each

in an effort to beautifv the stantly on the lookout for building before posting
campus illegal advertisements and advertisements.
If information is obtained Will often tear them down. Fitch also suggested three
regarding a group involved There are administrators guidelines that will assist stu-
o' = Y O 1 - 3 . .
with graffiti, then the group thal look for those sort of dents in the process of adver-

is brought in and reprimand-

ed for its actions. Verv few Although students are and off-campus advertisers
problems have occurred as a ©ften guilty of prohibited should know the policies,
resultof the regulations, advertisements, the main maintain respect for the cam-
Victorvossad ; prablem stems . from local pus, and contact the Office of

l'here’s been a couple
through
Judicial Affairs, but it doesn’t
happen often,” she said.

Fitch added that about one
per

are

mstances o

.uH

is prohibited,

to two incidents occur
month. The
called in to the Student Life

offenders “Seventy to

office and warned, with sub- side
3
sequent offenses resulting in 531G

stronger penalties. Although it

that
do

o ensure assist

illegal
advertisements not
remain posted, the evening

building staffs are instructed

things,” said Victory.

places of business. Any solic-
itation by outside companies

that the majority of illegal
advertisements
from off-campus vendors.

what is posted is from out-

establishments,”

these establishments,
the administrative staffs are

accommodating
them, as well as their priori-

tising on campus. Students

Student Organizations and
Community Service for any
questions.

Policies regarding adver-
tisements can be found in the
Student Rights and
Responsibilities handbook.
Fitch stressed that communi-
with the proper
authorities will ensure a suc-
cessful publicity effort.

“The opportunities are
there to get [students’] mes-
sage across,” said Fitch.

but Fitch said
are posted
80 percent of
Fitch

cation

is difficult to

toward

SW

For more information or to

For all Students

Opportunities available with employers in
business, industry, government agencies, as well as
graduate and professional schools.

Thursday, September 21, 2006
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Murphy Center Track Level
Bring resumes for employers.

Business casual attire; no short shorts or flip-flops.
Register for door prizes.

go to www.mtsu/edu~career

Sponsored by the MTSU Career and Employment Center

SIverNTy A AN 6qUAl REOMUATY NOn
1 hacTImInate B3ans! INONOuA!s wh S abites

view a roster of attendees,

trend, providing stu-
dents with as many options as possible, includ-
ing “admission to top schools that we want our
students to be able to go to when they get done

here

Despite the use of his name, James Buchanan
is not the sole provider of funds. “Dr. Buchanan
gave us a contribution, but it's being funded by
university sources,” Mathis said. The funds pro
vided by Buchanan enable the additional incen
tive for students to study abroad their junior
year.

Buchanan, a graduate of Middle Tennessee
Normal School, received a Nobel Memorial Prize
in Economics for his work developing public
choice theory. Prior to the Fellowship, he was
the namesake for a smaller scholarship.

“For many years now we've had the Buchanan
scholarships,” Mathis said. But the funds for it
are now being reallocated to serve the Buchanan
Fellowship program.

The retired Buchanan scholarships were a
competitive scholarship of $1000 awarded to
recipients of presidential scholarships of $4000
or more, says Bonnie McCarty, assistant director
of scholarships in the financial aid office.

The new Buchanan Fellowship is among the
largest of scholarships MTSU has to offer. “Our
highest level scholarships other than that are the
National Merit Scholarships and the National
Achievement Scholarships,” McCarty said.
Those are for $6000 a year; sufficient for the in
state tuition of $4766 annually, as well as books.

Other scholarships in the shadow of the
Buchanan fellowship include the Gentry W.
Moffitt endowed scholarship fund, which con-
sists of more than $1 million left for high school
graduates from Warren County, and the J.D. and
Marge Vance Scholarship, which provides fall
and spring tuition for up to three years for mar-
keting majors starting their sophomore year.

“We have two million-dollar endowments
which produce in the neighborhood of $50
thousand a year in scholarship monies,” said
Kippy Todd, assistant director for annual giving
and stewardship at the university foundation.
Todd raises funds privately for scholarships to
supplement those provided by the state like the
Buchanan Fellowship.

MySpace: Opinions from employers vary

Continued from 1

We have a

can't let out sale information

that savs we
So if it's a breach of

said contract that we sign

contract, sure, thev can be fired

In addition to photos and comments posted on

Web sites like Facebook and My dpace, many students
put themselves on display through personal Web
l()g\, or Mu;\

John Merchant, a graduate student | ording
industry arts and technology szid he had no sympa
thy for students who experience consequences for
something they post in a blog

“It is a publicly viewable document,” he said. “It’s

like posting something on a wall and saying ‘T have a
reasonable claim to privacy.”

Caution is the name of the game where the
Internet is concerned, said Anantha Babbili, dean of
the college of Mass Communications.

Whenever you have a leap in technology, you
have to see the positive and negative aspects of it;
Babbiii said. “The positive is that your expression is
seen and experienced by many people. The negative
ispect is that it invades your privacy, and it is the lat
ter that will have an effect on how you will be shaped.

My true advice is, don't be vulnerable to informa
tion about you in the public arena. Be cautious.”

Woelcomeg the
incoming clage of

2010
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OPINIONS

From the Editorial Board

Incident at Greek Row shows
Beta values face over safety

Michael Morrison, a member of the Beta Theta Pi house was
injured Sunday night after being hit in the head by another member
in the fraternity’s house. According to the police report, suspect
William Vinson admitted he had struck Morrison, with what was
later stated to have been a pool cue. The incident occurred Sunday
night around 11:00 p.m. However, it was not reported to the police
until 6:10 p.m. the following day.

Gentry McCreary, director of Greek Life, said that Morrison initial
ly refused medical treatment, and at 10:30 Monday morning,
Morrison was fine. “When they checked on him later, he was unre-
sponsive,” according to an MTSU press release. Since the police were
not called until 6 p.m., it can be reasoned that Morrison was not
checked on until around that time

Why did the fraternity wait so long betore seeking medical atten
tion for this man, and why didn't anvone
eight hours? According to MTSU Police Chief Buddy Peaster. alcoho
was involved in the incident. While it is not stated in the report that
Morrison, 19, was drinking, it does claim that drin}
in the house on Greek Row at the time of the
Pi too concerned with the repercussions of

] Iiray | ¢
check on nm tor almost

KIng was occurrnng

ncident. Was Beta Theta
being caught drinking on
i ots U«y'\‘w-v\’

a dry campus to seek medical attention for one

Being Greek can be a difficult line to walk. On the one hand, Greeks

are one of the most visible groups on campus, and are often held uj
to more criticism and harsher judgments than most, and expected t
show a good example. At the same time, they are also often dismissed
as being drinking partiers more concerned with soc (

cation. The incident at Beta Theta Pi involve h

thusly, the actions are theirs alone, and these comments de

essarily apply to the other Greeks
If the members of this house cannot be trusted t
responsibly, perhaps there should be some sort of
them. Everv other sort of living arrangement on camj
advisors and routine nspections to prevent things ik
| i’a:'l.{ Pi \\Vn‘vl\ site, !

and pledge men on MTSU's campus who are comn

‘\\u)l\ill'l;' to the Bet:

Cit O
best...in leadership roles, in the community, and

ships with others.” Too bad this fraternity seems m
keeping face than ensuring the safety of its mem

Letter to the Editor

So-called contraceptive is still murder

To the Editor:

Plan B acceptable
Sept. 1, 2006,)

The recent editorial in Stdelnics onling
contraceptive, a safe alternative to abortion
misinforms vour readers concerning the manner in which the
so-called emergency, contraceptive pill regimen works.

Here are the facts. A human I»un&hq.‘;m\ at fertihzation,
From that moment on, a brand Tew person, with its own
unique DNA, is in existence. Plan B has the potential to
destroy this human being during her first seven days of life.

According to the drug’s own manufacturer, one of the ways
in which the pill works is to irritate the lining of the uterine
wall to prevent the newly formed baby from implanting in the
womb. “Contraception,” as defined literally, does not kill: Plan
B can and does.

Thus, despite what the media or the Food and Drug
Administration or even the medical community chooses to
say, the so-called emergency, contraceptive pill regimen can
and does kill.

No woman, including the mother of a human being in the
earliest stages of development, has a right to kill by pill, by
device, or by any other means.

Amber Dolle
Media Director American Lite League

WANTED:

Columnists

And

Cartoonists

Do you:

-Want to share your viewpoints?!
~Currently attend MTSU?

-Long to see your name in print?
-Wish more people could understand
your organization or point of view!
-Want to get your art out there!
-Suffer from delusions of grandeur?
-WANT TO GET PAID TO HAVE AND
SHARE AN OPINION?

slopinio@mtsu.edu

SIDELINES

’ Don’t make stem cells victims of abortion-based grudge

The religio-ethical debate over stem cell
research rages on and off like pocket-insur-
gence in some nameless Middle Eastern war.
It's a muddle of finger pointing and righteous
phonies, so let’s wade right in.

Stem cells are unspecialized cells which
never received instructions on what body part
to become. They remain amorphous, and this
pliability lends itself to a number of scientific
uses. Spinal cord injury, Parkinson’s disease,
diabetes and heart failure are just a few of the
defects these cells could be used to combat.

Embryonic stem cells come from human
embryos, the type some mothers choose to
abort. Another type, called adult stem cells, are
extracted from the umbilical cord and bone
marrow. This type has shown a number of
health advances already, but their numbers
aren't nearly so readily available as the embry-
Onic [\’PC.

Here’s where our blessed moral majority
sees a catch. Pat Robertson would have us
believe that since the most promising stem
cells come from aborted babies, then they're
inadmissible for scientific use. Robertson feels
that life begins upon conception, as soon as a
female egg s fertilized

oo
5

lrving to pin down the precise moment a
iss of cells ceases to be just building blocks
its human life is just semantics.

s sad 15 the religious right sees abortion

and begins
finitive end. They can’t possibly con-
ing ‘soon-to-be thrown-out embry-

ientific research and to ult
neip ine iiving

mon right of choice that has been
s since Roe v. Wade doesn't seem to be
e, and it g'i.tg‘ll(\ the Jerrv Falwells of

|4
s world

N Polishing Brass
‘ » &Y on the Titanic
</

Brandon Bouchillon
Staff Columnist

’

The battle they never won over abortion
blinds them; it eclipses the fact that terminated
pregnancies are a sad-but-true reality. Like it or
not, abortions happen thousands of times a
day. It’s a right women have grabbed a hold of
and run with because their lives, their bodies
and their decisions are entirely their concern.

These abortions leave us with mountains of
decomposing ‘might-have-beens. From our
opposing stances of religion and individual-
ism, one obvious question arises — what do we
do with these remains?

Society has only two viable options.

One option is they pile up and biodegrade,
becoming even more forgotten and serving no
purpose, save for having long ago been the
outcome of some ill-conceived pairing. Under
option A, these stem cells never mattered. They
amount to medical waste.

The second option is that we can recycle
these lives that almost were. Use them to fight
against disease, to heal the sick and to help in
the re-growth of life, which, though it cannot
justify, could ease in the slightest the formality
of their death

Our heap of aborted ‘potential’ can be either
thrown away or recycled back into human life

hrough aiding advances in health science.
California biotech company, Advanced

Cell Technology, recently published research
claiming they could harvest stem cells while
still leaving the embryo intact. Their method
extracts a single cell from an embryo, and this
solitary cell can grow a chains of stem cells.
Though, admittedly a slow procedure, here we
see the first sign of middle ground in the stem
cell debate.

Of course, Falwell still wouldn’t dream of
condoning such stem cell research. Now why, if
his real issue is the preservation of human life,
would he care what science does with already-
terminated fetuses? Why should he care that
researchers are turning our abortive reality
into medical advancement, battling debilitat-
ing disease with the weapons at hand and
using what the sad, potential abortion leaves us
with to seek out some good?

Apparently, he shouldn’t.

So this must mean Falwell, and the ‘moral’
majority, still harbor some deep-seated grudge
over abortion as an issue. They conceded the
fight, and the right of choice became more
than just a notion. And it sticks in the sides of
the “holier-than-thou’s” to this day.

The loss bothers the right so much that it
forms for them this twisted rationality, one
that justifies their delusion of opposing stem
cell research.

They remind me of a small child in the
midst of a squabble who says, “If I can’t have it,
no one can,” then smashes some coveted toy
into a hundred pieces.

Now tell me, Mr. Falwell, where is the logic
in that?

Brandon Bouchillon is a junior mass commu-

nications major and can be reached at
beb2t@mtsu.edu.

Tennesseans deserve truth regarding governor’s health

Ihe Pew Research Center

several thousand
Americans, and roughly two

[‘u“('ti

role.

Hurtt Pride

Lydia Lenker,

of West Tennessee, can assume the

former

tion, diagnosing the two diseases
is even easier. Why then was the
doctor’s response, “No clear diag-

news

thirds of those polled responded
negatively to the question, “Do
you trust the government?”

Recent federal and state-level
occurrences have dramatically
reduced the amount of trust
American IK‘UP]L’ pll( n govern-
ment.

Democrats and Republicans
alike usually quickly ~identify
Nixon’s Watergate scandal as a
turning point in the relationship
between American government
and her people; however, the con-
cept of scandal did not originate
from one paranoid president’s
dream of re-election. As long as
humans have relied on govern-
ments for protection, scandal and
deceit have been forces in the
equation.

Most recent and relevant in the
lives of Tennesseans is the decep-
tive approach Governor Phil
Bredesen took to his alleged “tick

Matt Hurt

Staff Columnist

bite” and the subsequent treat-
ment for it lasting a few weeks.

Every legislator and political
connoisseur outside the
Bredesen administration suggest
ed the illness was something far
than Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever; from cancer to
AIDS, the rumors and faulty diag-
noses spread like wildfire.

With legislators and lobbyists
suspecting the worst, Bredesen
did little to comfort Tennesseans.
According to Tennessee Code
Annotated, no clear plan of suc
cession exists if the governor is too
sick to carry out his duties

In fact, the sitting governor
must first die before the lieutenant
governor, currently John Wilder

of

worse

anchor from Nashville and cur-
rent director of communications
for Bredesen, did little to answer
questions and respond to com-
ments made by the public.

What motivated her and the
rest of those in Bredesen’s admin-
istration to avoid the truth?

Even though health is often-
times a serious and private matter,
the public should be kept
informed of a leader’s health such
as the governor’s illness. Even the
president’s physical well-being
makes headline news every year.

What are we as Tennesseans
supposed to think when the gov-
ernor flies to the Mayo Clinic in
Minnesota for something as sim-
ple as a tick bite? The last news
released by Bredesen’s doctor did
not include a complete diagnosis.

Antibiotics can easily cure both
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
and Lyme Disease. Not to men-

nosis?” Following logic and rea-
son, the governor clearly was not
battling a mere “tick bite.”

This incident follows a string of
democratic  scandals. From
bribery to fraud to corruption,
Tennessee Democrats can not
seem to stay out of legal matters.

Is it too much for citizens to ask
for honesty in government? Why
do politicians feel the need to keep
us from the truth?

Bredesen’s illness raises one
other very important question;
are we as Tennesseans ready to be
led by a man - Lt. Gov. John
Wilder — who routinely consults
the “cosmos” to preside over the
Senate and seeks sustenance in the
matter he finds in his nose?

I think not.

Matt Hurtt is a sophomore liber-
al arts major and can be reached at
mch2x@mitsu.edu.

Irwin's passion for life's work a model worth following

It is one of those things that you don't
believe at first, because it’s one of those things
that seems impossible. That's why it took a few
minutes to realize that it wasn’t a hoax and that
Steve Irwin, Australia’s excitable conservation
ist and television personality, had actually died.

It’s almost fitting that The Crocodile Hunter
died immersed - literally — in what he loved
doing. His need to get a little closer happened
to be too close for once, leaving him with not
enough time or space to get out of the way
before a sting ray hit him in the heart. People
around the world seem to be as shocked as 1
was at first. This can’t be real; the man was
practically immortal from danger like he'd put
himself in before.

Part of me envies the life he led, though. He
worked as much as any man could with some-
thing he was obsessively passionate about. It
was even something he could bring the whole
family into. We were taken into the wild, fol-
lowing the camera into danger, wondering if
he was going to get his limbs torn off this time
or not. People were riveted to what they saw,
and he milked every moment of it to show
everyone just what was out there,

It makes you feel a little smaller, doesn’t it?
It’s not just what we saw that does that to us,
though-it was the fact that he was a guy who
loved his job. How many of us can say that
with a straight face?

People call their jobs ‘the daily grind’ for a

Middle Tennessee
State University
1301 East Main Street PO. Box 8

Editorial: (615) 904-8357
Advertising: (615) 898-2533
Fax: (615) 904-8193

reason, after all.

Fair and
Unbalanced

Matthew Adair
Staff Columnist

I’s taxing (and not just on your bank account,
either) and hardly motivating. We come home
exhausted and dread going back again the next
day. It’s draining, and we hardly have the
chance to catch our breath before starting over
again.

The fact that we get paid next to nothing for
all of this just adds insult to injury. So, why do
we put up with it?

It's widely accepted that a better mood
Increases prndu(ti\'lw, so what better way to
do so than doing something that you enjoy?
Why not make a little money on the side for it,
while you're at it? You probably won't get rich,
but it beats flipping burgers for gas money, at
least.

The reality, of course, is that service jobs are
usually the only work we can get while in col-
lege. We're young, not going anywhere any-
time soon and desperate for a paycheck. It’s
work that needs to be done, anyway, so why

not give it to us? However, when the largest
industry in the United States is one full of posi-
tions that require no education, minimal
training and present few opportunities, it’s
worth wondering what's going on here. What
happened to wanting more out of life?

What we should do is simply do something
else. Work ‘the grind’ to pay the bills, but do
something else that’s important to you. Do it
on the weekends, or whenever else you have
time. Make time, if need be.

Find something that's important to you,
something you enjoy, something that, when
you get up at eight in the morning, you would-
n't mind doing. If whatever it is you choose
doesn’t make you feel that way, you probably
haven’t thought about it hard enough.

It’s easy to get caught in the race to keep up
with the cost of living. However, we all spent
our childhoods with ideas in our heads of
what we wanted to do when we grew up.
Those might have changed since then, but it’s
probably something more exciting than being
a cashier at your local department store.

It's time to put those daydreams into action.
Irwin had plenty of wide-eyed enthusiasm to
go around, after all. It wouldn’t hurt to take
some of it with us.

Matthew Adair is a senior art education
major and can be reached at
matt.adair@gmail.com.
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Student

By Jared Brickey
Contributing Writer

What does it take to be a disk jockey?

Driving home at night after a tough day at school
or on the job, sometimes the only company to be
found comes from the radio. A soft voice preceding
hits, classic or new, making humorous quips between
songs that can help listeners slough off the day’s ten-
sion and relax at home. But how do those voices get
on the air?

“I guess the most important thing is to be doing it
for the music,” said William Fancher, a senior who
has been a D] at WMTS, MTSU’s radio station, for
seven semesters.

“Sometime around my freshman year, I got it in
my head to start a radio show,” he said. “I was into
music, and | had a big enough collection that | felt
otherwise I'm not going to listen to. I had heard of a
student-run station, so I thought it might be kind of
fun to do a show.”

Of course, becoming a D], professionally or for a
student-based station, isn't as easy as writing down a
name down on an application. A two-month period
is spent producing a number of episodes before a test
is given to see if the applicant can perform on the air.

It may sound like a lot of work, but the station
isn’'t hurting for applicants since there’s no short
age of aspiring DJs. The more unique the show, the
harder it will be to find a slot for it in the week
After going through these processes, applicants

Being yourself isn't
always such a good
thing, because
frankly, most people
are fairly boring
when they're being
themselves.

sl
i

Will Fancher
Student D] at WMTS

begin
an  internship
with an accomplished D]
and an established show.

“The internship is mostly that you sit in with a
show, and the D] there sort of shows you what to do
on a technical aspect — how to work the board and
troubleshooting things,” Fancher said. “He shows you
certain on-airr ('Ul}l](’”{'\. JH\E ‘v\'hJI you can say .lnd
can't say with university radio

Even if it’s lengthy ordeal to get a show, Fancher
said he believes it’s very doable

“It’s a pretty painless process, getting in,” Fancher

ntern on a show in the fall of

said. "1 started as an

I interned on a show that was
close to the kind of music that | wanted to play,

A"‘Y\ a5 d «I'i“'{():"i(lll
ind the next semester I applied for a show, and I got

i

ne, and |'ve been domg it ever since.

Being a DJ isn't all fun and games, though. After
getting a show, the work begins to pick up as plan
ning and preparation comes into play before each
program, Fancher said

What I do, and what I have done in the past, is
sometime during the week I'll read what I call my
pattern, which is a few minutes of monologue which
I'll start the show with,” Fancher said. “Then I'll
maybe write some other stuff to go at the top of the
next hour, and every once in a while I'll do theme
shows.”

Fancher explained that planning is a continual
process, one that begins during the week, but one
that doesn’t leave once you start the show. After so
much time doing so many shows, preparation and
knowing the material comes into play, he said

“I have, as I come into the studio, an idea of what
the first three or four songs I'm going to play are,” he

Students living in dorms enjoy

DJs roc

Graphic by
Blake Arnold
Kirstin Johnson

said.
“From there,
I'll feel it as I go and time
it out as best as possible. I have a

pretty good idea of how long the songs I play are, so
I can hit when the station breaks are supposed to be”

The technical aspects of being a DJ are only one
facet of the job, however, the performance aspect of
the show is just as important, if not more so, Fancher
said.

S0 many of the shows out there that play good
music are forgettable, they’re anonymous,” he said.

Being vourself isn't always such a good thing,
ecause frankly most people are fairly boring when
they're being themselves. Make it interesting. Think
about what you would want to listen to””

For Fancher, a part of his job is his performance.
Not only does he see being a D] as his job, he sees his
job as similar to voice acting for a cartoon as he steps
away from himself and into a character he portrays
for entertainment between songs.

“You have a few DJs that are more performance
based,” he said. “They’re more doing a show, and
that’s something you don't find on a lot of the shows

a lot of effort put into the presentation beyond the
music. Even though the music was a big thing for me,
over the years my show has been more performance.”

Willie Dynamite, Furious George Mitchell and
even the SGA candidate Norman “Lefty” Leftwich
are all characters Fancher has played on different
programs. Many DJs develop a persona, but never

k the airwaves

fully explore another character.

Fancher said he feels this is something that could
certainly change, as the response he’s received for his
work on his show, “Willie Dynamite Presents,” has
been mostly positive.

“1 was going back and forth to work and testing
out voices in the car, talking to myself and testing out
ideas I had,” he said with a grin.

After a good run with Willie Dynamite,
Fancher said he feels it's time to move on as he
approaches graduation,

Deciding to retire Willie in favor of moving
on to a new show based more on himself, Fancher
has appropriately titled what may be his next pro-
gram as the “World Famous Will Fancher Radio
Show.” After the SGA experiment with Norman
Leftwich, anything’s possible — he could even become
homecoming king.

social benefits

By Stacy Williams

Contributing Writer

Moving away from home to live with a
complete stranger can be a frightening concept
to grasp, but emerging from the experience,
whether scarred or not, can be an important
factor in personal development during college.

A student’s experience at their first home
away from home will have a big impact on
their academic career and social life. Although
it seems frightening or crazy to some, dormi-
tory life is something every student should
experience, said Sarah Sudak, director of
MTSU Student Housing,

“[While living on campus,| students learn
how to negotiate, how to make friends, how to
have a conversation,” she said. “ But it takes a
certain person whos interested in meeting a
diverse group of people”

This year, 2,800 students — the maximum
capadity of campus housing — decided they
were willing to experience the diversity, even if
community baths and resident assistants were
part of the package, Sudak said.

Of course, on-campus living is not for
everyone, but MTSU is working hard to try to
accommodate different students’ needs by
remodeling on-campus residence halls. This

$70 million, 10-year project involves working
on restoring several dorms, including
Monohan Hall, Reynolds Hall, Schardt Hall
and six buildings of Womack Lane
Apartments, Sudak said.

With Murfreesboro growing, there will
soon be more space for both locals and stu-
dents off campus, but while apartment com-
plexes are a great fit for many, there are plenty
of aspects of dorm life that can make the first
year away from home easier, Sudak said.

On-campus residents are provided the
“complete package,” which includes a variety
of meal plans, tutoring assistants and 24-hour
access to a computer lab. While on campus,
residents also experience a sense of belonging,
she said.

Whether engaging in an intellectual conver-
sation in the laundry room or attending class-
es with others from the same dorm, there are
priceless memories being made and shared
between dorm residents. This opportunity for
connections is the key benefit to living in the
dorms, Sudak said.

“When you build those connections, both
academically and socially, then students are
retained here at the institution,” she said. “They
graduate at higher numbers, and they feel that

connection.”

¥ [Living in a
dorm] just helps to
add to the whole

university experi-
ence. If | had to
drive to school
everyday, it would
feel almost like a
job.

Andy Harness
Junior media communications
major

The positive feedback from students and
parents about the on-campus experience is
why MTSU started the renovation program,
Sudak said.

“Students liked the learning communities
in [Jim] Cummings [Hall] and Corlew [Hall},
so we are planning to set those up in other
dorms;” she said.

While supporting the academic mission is
high on Sudak’s priority list, students tend to
have other focuses.

Freshman Nick Bridges wanted to meet
people. He said he chose Scarlett Commons
Apartments because he “didn’t want to share a
bathroom with a bunch of guys.”

Scarlett Commons also provides easy access
to campus and is dlose enough to ride a bike to
dasses, so parking and traffic jams aren’t an
issue, Bridges said.

In fact, Student Housing began working
directly with MTSU Parking Services so resi-

Photo by Jay Richardson | Chief Photographer

Photo by Jay Richardson | Chief Photographer
Junior media communications major Andy Harness sits in his Judd Hall dorm room. Harness said
remaining on campus was convenient because parking wasn't an issue

dents will be able to park dose to their dorms.
No one should have to walk from Murphy
Center to Felder Hall in the middle of the
night, Sudak said.

Other than ease of access, the quality of
campus life is also based on its facilities, space
and variety, Sudak said. Students and their par-
ents want a dorm room to feel like home. This
is one of the main reasons for the renovation
program.

But if variety with less restriction is impor-
tant, then why not rent an apartment? As far as
Sudak is concerned, the two are different
enough to warrant a nod to the adage of com-
paring apples and oranges.

Junior media communications major Andy Harness’ dorm room has more than enough room for the
mandatory electronic toys. Halo parties and the other social aspects of dorm life are a big draw for
many students, student housing officials said

“I don't compare what we do with off-cam-
pus [housing] because | think we're very dif-
ferent,’ she said. “We're really focused on the
academic mission, and we don't want to con-
nect them to a facility as much as the institu-
tion, their major, their faculty and other stu-
dents”

This sense of community is a strong draw
for a junior media communications major,
Andy Harmess, who lives in Judd Hall.

“Its a good community experience;,” he

said.“T've met some of my best friends livingin
the dorms, and | don't think I would have met
those people if I had lived in an apartment”
Convenience factors mto his ““”gdmch.
ment, too, though. ’
“With the way that parking is, lliving on
campus| is a whole lot easier” he said. itess
it just helps to add to the whole Ullf\;ersit\
experience. If T had to drive to school L /

it would feel almost like a job”
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Blue Raider Sarah Beth Lee goes in for the kick around a Jacksonvills

ardson | Chaet Photogr apher

2 winning streak

at home

MT remains undefeated thus far,
continues home winning streak

By Tony Stinett
Courtesy of MT Media Relations

The Blue Raider Soccer Express continues to roll.

Middle Tennessee turned back Jacksonville State 4-1
in front of 420 fans Sunday at Blue Raider Field to win
its third straight Middle Tennessee Soccer Classic.

In the process, MT improved to 4-0-0 to start the sea-
son; increased its win streak to 15 at Blue Raider Field;
won its 10th consecutive regular season match dating to
last season; and delivered fifth-year head coach Aston
Rhoden his 50th win at MT.

“This was a very good showing by our team in this
tournament, and I'm proud of their play in both
games,” said Rhoden, who is the winningest coach in
program history with a 50-28-7 mark.

When asked what the highlight of those 50 wins
would be, Rhoden responded, “It would be hard to say
which would be a highlight because the one I want has-
n't happened yet, which is to get into the NCAA
Tournament. That would be the highlight”

The Blue Raiders built a 3-0 lead and secured the vic-
tory to conclude a four-match homestand to start the
season.

Holly Grogan, Kala Morgan, Sara Wohlhueter and
Ingrid Christensen were named to the All-Tournament
team, with Grogan being named Offensive MVP and
Christensen earning the Defensive MVP award, as voted
on by a five-member tournament committee.

Grogan capped a hot start to the season with her
fourth goal of the season to open the scoring. Kala
Morgan delivered a cross in the box to Grogan, who
beat her defender inside and smashed a shot into the far
left corner for a 1-0 lead in the 11th minute.

The score would hold until the 27th minute, when
Morgan and Jen Threlkeld teamed on an assist to Mary
Zapapas, who finished strong for her second career goal
and a 2-0 Blue Raider lead.

Threlkeld, who scored two goals and assisted on
another, finished the first-half scoring in the 35th
minute when she took a header from Kathrine
Andresen and sent it past the keeper from 10 yards out
to send the Blue Raiders into the half with a 3-0 lead.

“We were expecting Jacksonville State to basically be
the type of team that would sit in and try to counterat-
tack and they did just that,” Rhoden said. “I think we
changed some things in our lineup to prevent the coun-
terattack and it paid off — plus, we were very aggressive
and attacking on offense, and that led to several scoring
chances.”

The Blue Raiders, who outshot the Gamecocks 24-6,

added its final goal when Threlkeld headed in a corner
from Kim Farrant in the 47th minute. Daniela Malta
scored JSU's only goal in the 67th minute to deny the
Blue Raiders their first shutout of the season.

The Blue Raiders utilized every player on their roster
in the championship triumph, which was decided by
goal differential. MT and Western Kentucky each went
2-0 in the Classic; however, the Blue Raiders had a plus-
5 goal differential to the Hilltoppers plus-3.

WKU turned back Evansville 1-0 in overtime in the
earlier contest Sunday.

In the Blue Raiders’ opening game, Grogan engi-
neered a hard-fought 3-1 win against Evansville Friday
night.

Grogan powered in two goals and assisted Morgan on
another as MT put itself in position to win the Classic
for the third time in as many tries.

“This Evansville team, I think, is the best team we
have played thus far and the toughest team we have
played,” Rhoden said. “I don't think the score reflects
how close this game was. This was a very good win for
us.”

Grogan continued her torrid start to the 2006 season
with five points in the contest against the Purple Aces
(1-1).

“This team has been brilliant at the start, and I think
the biggest thing is we play so well together,” Grogan
said. “The atmosphere has been great and our team
chemistry is very good. We are all contributing in differ
ent ways, and that's a good thing because it makes us
difficult to defend.”

Defending Grogan was no easy task Friday as she
moved into a tie for first on the career game-winning
goals list at MT with the 10th of her career

She was at her best in the clutch against Evansville
with two second-half goals to break a 1-1 deadlock and
help keep the Blue Raiders perfect on the season.

The forward earned her third assist of the season
when she chipped a pass to Morgan, who pounced on
the loose ball in the box and knocked it past a stranded
Whitney Raeon in goal in the fourth minute.

Evansville tied the score 1-1 in the 11th minute on
Kayla Lambert's second goal of the season, and the
game remained tied until the intermission.

“Evansville is a very physical team and we challenged
our team at the half,” Rhoden said. “We talked to them
about protecting what is our house and to make sure we
get back to doing what we like to do, which is make
teams defend us. We defended way too much in the first
half for the type of players we have.”

MT gained the lead thanks to Morgan, who passed

Photo by Jay Richardson | Chief Photographer

Mary Zapapas draws back for a kick in Sunday's game against

wcksonville. Zapapas's goal brought her to two for her career at MT

two defenders before finding Threlkeld, whose shot was
punched clear by Raeon. Grogan swooped up the
rebound and volleyed it past Raeon and into the net for
what proved to be the game-winner in the 46th minute.

Grogan saved her best for last, however, as she chased
down an overhead ball from the right side, turned and
faced the goal, cut inside her defender and unleashed a

shot into the far top corner to put the finishing touches
on the win

MT continued to receive outstanding defensive play,
1‘.”“.'1!‘!1‘!\ in the second halt. T} Bl |\:.!I\1L'I\ i\.l\\'
not allowed a second-half goal and are ontscoring the
opposition 6-0 alter the 1 sophomore l.k‘;’}‘(‘l'

Courtney Fortner had two saves and curtaitled two other

scoring opportunities ONE-ON-0N¢ hances to

improve to 1-0 1n goal for her r. Fortner's only start
as a freshman came at Fvansville | MT win

“She had a very good performance — | guess she likes

plaving Evansville," Rhoden said. "She

came up big
against them last year and when we needed her tonight,
she came up big.

The Blue Raiders travel to Knoxville

1amnst

to open the

University of Tennessee Tournament Mercer

University on Friday

Four MT runners finish in top 50 at opener

By Wade Neely
Staff Writer

Carufe’s

squad with
17:17.37 bested teammate

a 44th-place finish.

18:03.36 and 18:08.53.

Chester finished in 69th and 71st posi-
tions, respectively, with times of

year, about what we expected,” MT
head coach Dean Hayes told MT

| Volleyball
| Blue Raiders were staring a

The Blue Raiders had four runners
finish in the top 50 at the Belmont
Opener at Percy Warner Park on
Friday in the season opener for both
Middle Tennessee squads.

Senior Sara Lunning led the female
squad with a 49th-place finish on the
4K course with a time of 16:13.53,
while junior Tony Carufe led the male

Phillip Benevides, who finished second
for the Blue Raiders at 17:32.06.

Rounding out the girls’ times,
Marjorie Gombert finished 58th over-
all, running a 16:43.38, while Sangau
Zamzam made her Blue Raider debut
with a 17:27.32 time, good enough for
63rd overall.

Ashleigh Thaler finished 68th with a
time of 18:00.29, while fellow sopho-
mores Tiffanv Sawver and Catherine

The female squad was without last
season’s top runner in Ashley
Comstock, who did not participate
due to an ankle injury.

On the men’s side, Matt Young fin-
ished in 49th with a time of 17:52.57,

" while sophomores Luke Pfleger and

Ryan Hood finished in 52nd and 53rd
positions, respectively.

"We ran well for the first race of the

Media Relations. "It hurts not having
Ashley run, and right now we're still
waiting on at least one more guy. We'll
keep working and building one meet at
a time."

The Blue Raiders will run again this
weekend at the UTC Opener ai
Moccasin Bend
Chattanooga.

Course mn

MT pulls
out one
victory

By Wade Neely
Staff Writer

After losing two games in as
many days in the Nebraska
Tournament, the

fruitless trip right between the
eyes.

After falling to Long Beach
State 3-1 Friday and the host
Nebraska Cornhuskers 3-0
Saturday, the Blue Raiders
managed to eke out a win over
St. Mary’s by a score of 3-2.

After falling to Long Beach
State, the Blue Raiders needed
to regroup quickly if they were
to upset Nebraska, who entered
the game as the No. 1 team in
the nation. That didn’t happen,
as the Cornhuskers held the
Blue Raiders to their lowest hit-
ting percentage of the season.

Nebraska also forced the
Blue Raiders into 30 errors.

The Blue Raiders got off to a
solid start Sunday against St.
Mary’s, winning the first game
30-24, but the Gaels responded
with a 30-23 win in the second
game. The Blue Raiders then
put away 26 kills and took the
third game, 36-34.

The Gaels won Game 4 30-
23, putting the Blue Raiders in

| danger of going 0-3 for the

tournament. After being down
8-3 in the final game, the Blue
Raiders responded in a big way,
coming all the way back to win
the game 15-13 and the match
3-2,
On the individual front,
sophomore Ashley Adams, who
was named to the All-
Tournament team, recorded 24
kills in the victory. Adams also
had 45 kills throughout the
tournament, averaging 3.75
kills per game in the three
matches. Adams also netted a
.214 attack percentage in the
Blue Raider’s only victory of
the tournament.

The Blue Raiders face Miami
of  Ohio Friday in

Murfreesboro.

Kicker
named
player
of the
week

Courtesy of MT Media
Relations

Middle Tennessee kicker
Colby Smith was named the Sun
Belt Conference Special Teams
Player of the Week Monday for
his performance in Thursday’s
season-opening  win  over
Florida International. It marks
the second player of the week
honor for Smith during his
career and the eighth special
teams award for the Blue
Raiders since they entered the
league in 2001.

Smith enjoyed one of the best
punting nights in Blue Raider
history Thursday, while also
providing the extra point that
proved to be the difference in
MT’s 7-6 win. Smith averaged
434 yards on nine punt
attempts, with four of his punts
falling inside the 20-yard line,

Smith’s biggest effort proved
to be the play of the game. With
less than seven minutes left in
the fourth quarter, Smith had to
punt from his own end zone on
a fourth-and-seven play from
the 5-yard line. Smith boomed a
79-yard punt that was downed
on FIU's 16-yard line, and the
Golden Panthers were unable to
recover

Smith’s punt went down as
the second longest in MT histo-

ry and equaled the conference
record.
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Football: At Tucker Theater

Continued from 1

The rest of the game belonged
to MTSU. Big penalties and
huge special teams mistakes
marred a strong effort by FIU.
MTSU managed to avoid those
kinds of mistakes

As coach Stockskill said at
Tuesday's press luncheon, “I was
proud ...from the whole posses
sion standpoint we didn’t have
delay of game penalties, we did
n't have 12 guys on the field.
Things like that can sometimes
happen in the first game.”

It was just that kind of mis
take that helped MTSU on the
way to their only scoring drive.
The second quarter possession
seemed destined to end in a
punt after quarterback Clint
Marks was sacked for the fourth
time on a third down and 9 play
The Panther

\.‘ukui hmn however, received

defender who
an unsportsmanlike conduct
call. After several ln:.'_ runs
Eugene Gross, 47 vards on 6 car
ries, the drive resulted in a M
touchdown. With less than a

minute left in the half, MTSU

; game showed that } the game just minutes
Wi Yosition to control the = ) k
g |]\{ ol g i coNtetithe football is about more than et nd of the first half, driving
field vet again. €y

; 5 touchdowns ind stats. into the end 2 n the strength of a

The second half was Herg

: : Sometimes it's the just team that h by Eugene Gross
defensive battle and one that the 1 ' .1 = s
Bl R i does 1ess 1o lose the game that pleasure
2 ! .
yue \dIders seemed deter ~ o o ‘ )
. ‘ - "~ gets the win. While that’s hardly kly press lunch-
I *d o win 1 he evenh al
HIES < a new idea to most football fans from t
matched teams were unable to e o »
& < 1¢ Blue Raiders have long been [ Nar
gam a real edge .
l z € rong 1 i b [[o )
ftenses. Both coaches knew that
' ) favbe all that me n th
they would ¢
- Ir betore Ki z
toeether an SO vard drn : /
”\‘Jlnl‘ = 2 iy thified “ mavix
D $S101 th s
DOSSESS101 :, MTSI e £
most important element of the %
a ! ’ > football schix
2dame In that situation, coach

Advertise n the
Sidelines Classifieds.
It’s free for students!

Visit COMM 269 to pick up a form
to place your ad today.

Stockskill must have known he
had an edge in his All-SBC kick-
er Colby Smith. As one of only
nine players in all of I-4 football
who handles punts, placekicking
and kick offs, Smith probably
started the night hoping he'd be
lining for more field goals than
punts. But late in the fourth
quarter his strong leg still had a
chance to win the game for the
Blue Raiders. Standing on the
very back edge of the endzone as
the fourth quarter drew to a
close he took that ball and
kicked it 79 yards across the
field. He kicked it so high, and so
hard that FIU’s return man,
John Whiddon, didn’t have a
chance to catch it. The ball took
an MTSU bounce and rolled
past the FIU 20 putting MTSU
right where they wanted to be, in
control of the field, the clock,
and the game

lhat Smith closed the game
with another perfect punt in the
closing seconds was fitting. Ball
control, a tough attitude and
nearly mistake-free play brought
1 young MTSU team 1ts first
opening night win in five years.

Ihursday’s

PUT THIS PAPER
TO WORK
FOR YOU!

{ ¢
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jitimately-winning

Features include:

v Covered charges at the Student Health Center paid at 100% with no deductible

v Coverage for inpatient and outpatient hospital expense such as: surgery, physician’s
visits, diagnostic testing, prescriptions and other services

2006-07 Student Health Insurance Plans
Developed for the Middle Tennessee State University Students

Approved by The Tennessee Board of Regents
Student Insurance Committee

v Your choice of plans and health care benefits

v Reasonable premiums — see brochure and enroliment form for coverage & payment

options

» Student Health Center

» www.healthbenefitconcepts.com or calling 1-800-463-2317

Brochures & Enroliment Forms available at the:

» on-line enroliment at www.gmsouthwest.com

This insurance plan does have certain limitations and exclusions. For complete detail see policy on file at the
Tennessee Board of Regents
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A STYLE FOR EVERY STORY ™
i

SHE WEARS LEVI’S®
SKINNY JEANS

HE WEARS LEVI'S®
SLIM STRAIGHT JEANS

Find your Levi's® style
at GOODYs3 today!

Stones River Mall,
1720 Old Fort Parkway www.shopgoodys.com/mylevis
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THIS IS NOT THIS IS MORE

A DESK. LIKE IT.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW COLLECTIONS OF DORM COLLEGE HAPPENS. BE READY.
ROOM FURNITURE AT WALMART.COM/COLLEGE. WAL*MART
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