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In-town
contest
boasts
MT spirit

By Faith Franklin

Staff Writer

Marquee Madness has hit
Murfreesboro and local busi
nesses are showing their support
for MTSU Athletics by promot
ing school spirit on their mar-
quees.

“Marquee Madness is a way
for the community to support
our athletic program by using
their marquee signage,” said
Brad Smith,
for marketing sales broadcasting.

assistant manager

['he contest is another form of
advertisement and a play on
words of March Madness,

according to Smith.

We never ment to cause
you any pain blue reign
and we only want to win

-Blue Raider
Bookstore marquee

Beginning Feb. 26, the MTSU
marketing staff sent out an invi-
tation for all local business in the
Murfreesboro area to participate
and- show their support for the
MTSU Lady Raider’s basketball
team. The contest began at the
start of March.

An active participant through-
out the contest has been the Blue
Raider Bookstore, with creative
slogans such as “We nevr ment to
cause you any pain blue reign
and we only want to win the
game blue reign.”

Blue Raider Bookstore decid-
ed to participate in the contest
because “it sounded like fun and
[is] a great way to support the
team,” said Jessica Reed, BRB
general merchandise manager.

Businesses have been asked to
fax their slogan to the MTSU
marketing staff each week, and
the staff chooses a winner.
Afterward, a picture of the win-
ning marquee is taken and
placed on the Blue Raiders Web
site, along with the business’
contact information.

Other businesses have shown
their support by placing slogans

See Mérquee.-z

Long history of
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Editorially independent

lim Tipton, freshman aerospace major

nght), speaks with Ron Pierce of

Photo by Andy Harper | Campus News Editor

Serco (left). Serco is a non-government company that is a provider of air traffic servces

Aerospace hosts first career fair

Fair for the MTSU aerospace department provides pilots with
opprotunities, on-spot interviews with major airline companies

By Andy Harper

Campus News Editor

The Future Airport Executives present-
ed their first Aerospace Career Fair
Wednesday in the Business and Aerospace

Building.

also attended the fair.

line management.

The fair featured 15 companies, con-
sulting firms and fix-based operators
including American Eagle, Pinnacle and
Southwest Airlines. MTSU Career Services

“We are very pleased with the turn out
of students and companies, especially for
the first fair,” said Daniel Prather, faculty
advisor for the FAE and professor of air-

Organization for the fair started in
November by contacting companies. Due
to the success of Wednesday’s fair, the FAE
is planning to have another next spring.

“It was great, we had companies inter-
viewing students for jobs and hiring right
here,” said Pam Barber, aerospace gradu-
ate student and president of coordination
for the fair. “To hire grads out of the aero-
space program is great for the department

and the school.”

In addition to the contacts made by stu-
dents, the fair also provided opportunities
to the aerospace department.

“We are also setting up bridge programs
between the university and some of the

companies,” Barber said.

Plans for next year’s career fair, include
increasing the number of participating
businesses and student involvement,
Prather said.

“There were a lot more companies and
people than I had originally thought,” said
Tony Weaver, senior aerospace major.

Weaver, the captain for the MTSU flight
team, attended the fair to look for a job
after his graduation.

“This was a great opportunity,” Weaver
said. “I talked to one company and they
gave me details and a time frame for their
application process. Also, I was able to
know companies I had never heard of.”

According to Barber, the date for next
year's fair has not been announced.

V. -

Tennessee
senator
charged
with DUI

February accident in
Rutherford County

By Michelle McCrary
Assistant News Editor

State senator Jerry Cooper, D-
Morrison, was charged Monday
with driving under the influence
and speeding in Rutherford
County.

His arrest warrant stated that
Cooper’s blood alcohol level was
0.18. The legal limit for
Tennessee is 0.08.

Cooper

Cooper was involved in a sin-
gle-vehicle accident Feb. 7 on
Interstate 24 after attending sev-
eral legislative receptions in
Nashville where alcohol was
served. According to the warrant
Cooper lost control while travel-
ing eastbound on Interstate 24,
where his vehicle went into the
median and overturned several
times before entering the west-
bound lanes of traffic.

Witnesses said Cooper’s SUV
flipped four or five times.

Cooper was taken to
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center where, according to his
doctor, he suffered a concussion,
rib fractures, bruises and “an
extensive degloving injury of the
left forearm and hand.” Medical
references describe a degloving
injury as skin peeled back to
reveal muscle, tissue and bone,

Cooper’s doctor said that he
will need months to heal and will
require around-the-clock nar-
cotics for pain relief.

The senator’s office did not
return telephone messages seek-
ing comment, but he said in a
statement that he has little mem-
ory of the crash.

“I remember something about
a big truck, and the next thing I
know, I'm waking up at
Vanderbilt with my wife and a
doctor standing next to me.”

See DUI, 2

Students explore over sprmg

Global studies students spend sping
break visiting New Mexico for class

By Casey Brown

Contributing Writer

If you ask Doug Heffington,
sometimes the best classroom is
not even a classroom.

Heffington,
geography and director of the
relatively new global studies
program, recently returned
from New Mexico with a group
of students who spent spring
break exploring another cul-
ture.

The group traveled to several
different locales of cultural and
historical significance, receiving
class credit in an unconvention-
al way. Heffington feels that the
trip offered a unique opportu-
nity for exposure to an area that
many inhabitants of the
Southeast have never seen.

“For global studies students it
provided an opportunity to
experience cross-culturalism

with the different cultures of
North Central New Mexico - the

professor  of

Native Americans at places like
Jemez Pueblo and the Palace of
the Governors in Santa Fe, the
Hispanos in places like Truchas
and Santa Fe and the Anglos
scattered throughout,”

JHeffington said.

After a 21-hour van ride, the
group arrived in Albuquerque,
which would serve as the base
for the week’s activities.
Heffington and his students
spent the first full day exploring
Santa Fe, the state’s capital and
hub of cultural activity.
Students then witnessed the

sunset at 11,000 feet on top of

Sandia Crest.

The trip was full of memo-
rable moments for the group,
but Heffington does not find it
difficult to recall some of the
best.

“The highlights were visits to
Chaco Canyon [National
Historic Park] and Bandelier
[National Monument], and to

Jemez Pueblo,” Heffington said.

“The geography students
could see the cultural continuity
on the landscape, and the global
studies kids could see the places
of the ancestors of living Native
American cultures,” Heffington
said. “It was a cultural continu-
um.”

To complete the experience,
the group spent the final night
of the trip in Truchas, a small
mountainside village with a
unique culture and a striking
ViEw.

While the trip may have been
a once-in-a-lifetime experience
for his students, traveling is
nothing new to Heffington, who
will be taking another group to
Costa Rica to study abroad in
the summer.

Heffington will teach two
courses for interested students

re

break

»,

e )

in a country with which he

Photo by Casey Brown | Contributing Photographer

Over spring break, a group of global studies students travelled to North Central New Mexico, studying local culture and history.

See Global, 3

Above, the students explore a cave in one of the many New Mexican stops
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University celebrates
international students

Office of International Programs plans their
annual cultural week with food, entertainment

By Andy Harper of the best parts of the week,” Burton said.
This year, the banquet will feature both interna-

Campus News Editor _ ; _
tional cuisine and entertainment, including Irish

N e of - ) y > &
The Office of International Programs is prepar-  g4dle band Def 1 eprechaun, harp-player Svetlana

1 [, ST 2 . al ( . o laplk - . :
ing for their annual International Culture Week, Yatskaya and Japanese drummer Junko Tanaka.

which will feature food and entertainment from “Also, Tango Nashville and Socrates Cittia. an

the various cultures represented by MTSI MTSU who plays guitar, will also be performing
exchange students.
This year will be the 21st for the International

Program’s Culture Week, said Michelle Burton,

on Saturday.,” Burton said. “The entertainment
and the food are really the best parts of the week.”

In addition to food and entertainment, exhibits

“rp , £ . e ) YHhice e A 1 Ken Robinson
secretary for the International Program Office. of different countries will also be on display. MTSU fa b and stiscos , P 1 : i
We are have a full week of great activities for Guests will be able to browse and socialize with  March 31, tickets are $16 dollars for community members and $1

all of our students, leading up to the banquet on

; 4 the various foreign exchange students
Saturday,” Burton said

'here are about 59 countries represented at E
Burton said. “A lot of them are well rep Internat|0na| CUIture Week:
resented, India being the largest. with China, — e e
"]‘L"\‘ e . ‘v[‘:i""{” .. When: March 26 — 29 and banquet March 31
O T BT R e, GOS8t Banquet: $16 adults and $10 MTSU student

i Contact: International Programs and Services, KUC 124 or 898-2238

University Center Ro

Events include movie night, bowling, an open  ysr5u
house and a cookout. While all activities offered

by the office are for their exchange students, the
banquet is open to MTSU students and the com
munity.

“The banquet is always well attended and is one

8 Marquee: Showing support DUI: Cooper faces jail time

Continued from 1 events and the efforts [of thel  continued from 1

I ,Hi\ l“..\'\i\'l 57

ition An office effort at Advantage  did not say how fast Cooper w sed of using a fraudulent
\ppear Mini Storage resulted in the  driving when he wrecked ppraisal and political influence
CAA  marguee slogan “Go MTSU bas A hearing is set for Mav 11 ar8 10 he Ip an Alabama businessman
-MASUNIDENE etball ma ng on to March am c borrow $1.7 million for the 1999
' WNeTs If convicted of DUL Coon purchase of Cooper’s lumber
badiio ould face 11 ‘months | g mill in Warren County.
ivs in il The roitioi However, his injuries prompt

penalty is 48 hours it ietod 1 a Chattanooga :llni::v‘ to delay

land fraud trial three months

with 24 hours on a litter coll
Fort £ 1} . Iy i i ? | to June 4
CHOT ) nes tron assignment, a 550 e y
Sherry Blocker, manger for 1 fine and one-year driy Some information taken from
Storage House Self Storage Wi | ru suspension soctated Press reports @
always ‘}I,é‘x"g what 18 on th l O | h ( ooper 1s currentlv fa ing trial
marquee to keep up with current M ess. @ on federal fraud charges. He

Don't worry.

Be happy.

[t will all be
OK.

Monday'’s

GA ELECTION

Mass Comm Confidential-No Charge
2 C hpmole ol Unsoee
Hoge e e e Gl B3S M a rc h 2 7 - 2 9
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(TS Svantag Exandsd Via PipelineMT
SCHOOIIO AT
E\feninq Care for Children

';;:*EWL:':::"S;:‘::‘““ $th grade College of Basic and Applied Science Senator

(behind Bell Street parking lot) Aaron Pirani

V(V?'Wlm?jgg ::8M3n§£—fhursday 3:00-9:30 L ek ei S h a H u ds on

Fees:

43400 weekly, first child '2‘:03”‘ wrkhgd

#10.00 daily, first child additional children .

12000 regstration fe a0y College of Liberal Arts Senator

Activities: Jameel Bradock

homework help special quests and activites
art, sclence, wuslc, ect. activities  qualified teachers

e r Shayna Taylor

Continved trom lavt column Continued from Last colwme Continued trom layt column Contineod fom Last colvmn otinned it =
For RenT 6541 or email and Nanny postions conditions apply, ca homg ine scheduling, and
neg2d@mtsu.edu for also available. Apply 832-8448 Murtfreesbor paid vacation ‘<
For Rent: Clean, one, info on-line at www.pine Please fax Resume
two and three bed forestcamp.com PART TIME WOR¥ fome City hining  to 615-893-6407, or 9
room units near MTSU HELP WANTED Great pay, flex sched Jelivery drivers ir email SERVICES
White Oak Properties CHILI'S in Smyma now sales/sve, will trair Vergne, TN. Up t ksedghi@mrco.net
895-5314 Camp Counselors nterviewing exper conditions apply, 3 12 50/hr! Flexible GENERAL
needed for great enced cooks and ages 18+, 832 844% heduling! PERFE( ’
FOR I.EASE overnight camps in the servers. Competitive for students! Apply at VMNastics te * ROOMMA”S
Pocono Mtns. of PA wages plus benefits Stewarts Spe www homecityice.com wanted | For SALF
SUBLEASER Gain valuable experi Looking for team ori Delivery is now hiring 1 call (615)833 3345 Hreach ¢ fema ' =
ence while working ented individuals for delivery and set-u rounding are i TRAVEL
One bedroom apt. for ren in the Advancement opportu p Part time MRCO Taco Bell 17-3 vt old Mass
subleasing. Private s. Teach/assist  nities. 610 Sam Ridley  and full time positior Restaurants in format rage. |y OPPORTUNITIES
bathroom. Great Cs, swim Pkwy. 220-4545 available. Applicant Murfreesboro is
neighborhood. Close to ming, A&C, drama must posses a valid now hiring Shift umme f s are
campus. Available mid yoga, archery, gymnas Immediate Openings drivers license and Managers, up to elors needed il Fllyne ¢ 119 i ] ented ouer tha
May Augu&! Call tics, scrapbooking $12.50 base-appt, have an excellent work $10/hr w/exp. We Nashville 691 ty { Miscellaneous ! { e free for ‘
Natasha 615-406 ropes course, nature flexible FT/PT customer ethic. Applications offer competitive Whinpoorwill nee . | faculty for
and much more. Office  sales/sv, all ages 18+ available at 939 N wages, flexible fequards and gens f 1 ¢ t Pouicies o ‘
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Scarlett Commons advising that  March 17 - 3:53 am.
CRIME BRlEFS someone may have caffeine poi-  Off Campus
soning. Warrant
March 15 MMmﬁeesbom‘ 'an'emd' onan
March 13 - 11:49 p.m. March 14 - 2:30 p.m. shield was broken on campus. ]onesFidd-li:spm :ﬁ for viola-
James E. Walker Library Murphy Center March 14 - 11:15 pm. Theft under $500 tion of probation Bush
Theft under $500 Assistance Scarlett Commons Apt. 1 Officer was flagged down in ref-  Murfreesboro ?:;d an:
A backpack was stolen from the  There was a medical emergency ~ Assault and advised they €TERCE t0 two men charging peo-  citation fordx?r;ingon :ll-
library. at the Domino’s Pizza trailer. iu;eﬂimed :dt““d lq ple to park in a teacher’s lot. pended license.
M}::n— 1:05 a.m. @Marflwl;a-n&”p.m. Commons. mls-um p.m. March 17 - 8:52 p.m.
Assault Drug Abuse March 15 - 1:58 a.m. Dmnm m
A father called advising his Subject called and requested an MTSU Blvd. white : : report AR possi
daughter had been assaulted by  officer in reference to possession ~ Traffic :mm?ﬁew:mﬁmuﬁ ‘l:lcamul??mpmgm‘mof‘ of
her boyfriend. The assault of drugs. Subject attempted to Daniel Speicher of Hixson and andwuaﬁ-aidforhissafet‘; the 'mm G
occurred in Scarlett Commons make contact with area coordi- Robert Jackson of Kimball were : A Pﬂfhn(“; o8
721 and then escalated into the nator and left a message. The issued state citations for failure March 16 - 7:46 a.m. thm‘l W
parking lot. resident director was enroute to obey traffic control devices. M hyCent' i e Gy
instead. Ernest Zealy of Antioch Assuarﬁ]t = ag o
March 14 - 1:24 am. was issued a state citation for March 15-4:17 am. it called "
Jim Cummings Hall simple possession of marijuana  Rutherford Bivd. gﬁﬁ’fa fﬁ;‘d i M’"g,m“p'ml’sz“"
Vagrancy and was also issued a dean’s cita-  Traffic an emo ?noymeo nt “rleﬁt:‘:ni:: '?}Eﬁc
Timothy Flanigan of Lyles was  tion. Dillon Atkisonof Murfresboro. 0 L 027 Willam  Holmes
arrested for criminal trespassing Wasmmedf""dﬁ‘,’i”gmasf's& ; Murfreesboro had a -
and active warrants. me;4—7:54 rsgy.m.cmm gendec? driver’s license, thin March 17 - 121 am. violation for which he is finan-
Theft under $500 {)u:,gAb o e
use
rm?B;xlldlnzngp‘m A wallet was reported lost. giats pat mwboMcKeig_:;Ied of March 19 -2:00 am.
Theft under $500 March 14 - 9:15 p.m. Scarlett Commons Apt. 9 citation for msimwasple possasz;o:a:; PlAlannKap?i:eMphhm
There was a theft of property Jones Hall Lot Assistance marijuana. A unit advised that there
from the building. Miscellaneous Subject called and advised that " tree with toilet paper ; i
| Subject called to advise a wind-  they had received a call from had been set on fire. Terry Logan et
Career fair gi omen more options in clubs
By Josh Daughtery women who are not involved in an organ-  females, “which is just about everything.” Some of the science groups represented  said  Alexis  Schaible, ~sophomore
Staff Whiter ization a chance to see what is available to Hawk said there are five graduating at the fair were Girls Raised in Tennessee Chemistry major.

Tuesday’s organization fair gave women

the opportunity to see different

groups and programs available to themon  exclusively for women,” Baily said up in the military,” he said encourage girls to stay in the math and sci-

campus Some of gram featured at the fair  ence fields, said Karen Claud, assistant
lhe Women Make a Difference Fair, were the ROT ( | School director for GRITS. The group also makes

sponsored by the president’s commission  program, Wi ns presentations for science, technology, engi-

on the status of women showcased several  managemer EES prov wering and math [or STEM] careers and

organizations on campus, which encout he ROT faculty who are taking ' t lucation.

age female members about t} Jue 1sses, said K Women in Science and Engineering are
The fair was held for women already  tions, wi ROT( for EES rganization for women with interests

involved to see what other programs are sald Hawk, a 2006 “It allows a lot of single parent those subjects.

doing, said Carol Ann Baily, director of the ~ Aerospace g1 ind ROTC recruiter. parents who are going bac I'he organization does activities, volun-

Adult Services Center

Associated Press

WASHINGTON- Al Gore made
an emotional return to Congress
Wednesday to plead with lawmak
ers to fight global warming with
moral courage while revealing
nothing about whether he'll join
the 2008 presidential race.

The former vice president is a
Democratic favorite for the presi
dential nomination even though he
says he's not running, Fresh off a tri
umphant Hollywood appearance in
which his climate-change docu-
mentary, “An Inconvenient Truth,”
won two Oscars, Goie drew over-
flow crowds as he testified before
House and Senate panels about a
“true planetary emergency.”

He said the issue should not be
partisan or political, but Gore faced
skeptical Republicans who ques-
tioned his personal commitment to

clubs

.
The fair also ¢

them at MTSL

TAVE He said they wanted to

types ol jobs available

reducing energy usage and the sci-
ence behind his film.

"You're not just off a little, you're
totally wrong," said Texas Rep. Joe
Barton, the leading Republican on
the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, as he challenged Gore's
conclusion that carbon dioxide
emissions cause rising global tem-
and
exchange grew testy at one point _
Bartor demanding that Gore get to
the point and Gore responding that
he would like time to answer with-
out being interrupted.

"Global warming science is
uneven and evolving,” Barton said.

Gore insisted that the link is
beyond dispute and is the source of
broad agreement in the scientific
community.

“The planet has a fever;” Gore
said. "If your baby has a fever, you

peratures. Barton Gore's

T'here are probably 100 «

that have a large number of wo

vomen becoming lieutenants this semes-  Science or GRITS, and Women in Science
reanizations  ter and Engineering,

s, but the female population is GRITS is an organization designed to

“You don’t have to be an engineering or
science major to come. You can just come
to the meetings, Schaible said. “A big part
of the group is to get women interested in
science and engineering.”

The Women Make the Difference Fair
could become an annual event if there is a
good response in the evaluations, Baily
said. An evaluation will be sent via e-mail
to the approximately 70 students who par-

show women the
in the military for

\ll\i.

go to the doctor. If the doctor says
vou need to intervene here, you
don't say, 'Well, I read a science fic-
tion novel that told me it’s not a
problem.’ If the crib's on fire, you
don't speculate that the baby is
flame retardant. You take action,

Gore's congressional testimony
marked the first time he had been
to Capitol H:ll since January 2001
when he was the defeated
Democratic presidential nominee
still presiding over the Senate in his
role as vice president. It comes 20
years after Gore, then a congress
man from Tennessee, held the first
hearings in Congress on global
warming,

It also brought him face-to-face
with Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton
who could have her front-runner
status threatened if Gore decided to
challenge her for the party nomina

noon and evening childcare,” Flovd

teer work and invites people in the engi-

wering and science field to speak to them,

Gore appears before Congress to promote environment

tion. But there was no political fire
works between them at the Senate
Environment and Public Works
Committee hearing

Clinton said she found some of
Gore’s ideas "extremely intriguing
and asked for more details on pro
posals such as a carbon-based tax, a
cap-and-trade system and a carbon
neutral mortgage association.

In a dav of testimony, Gore first
appeared before a joint hearing by
two House committees, with his
wife, Tipper, sitting behind him and
a stack of boxes beside him contain
ing hundreds of thousands of mes
sages asking Congress to act on
global warming. Later, he testified
before the Senate pang { where parti
san bickering grew even louder

Gore said he hopes whoever is
elected president in 2008 “can us¢
his or her political chips” to lead the

Do you have...

school spirit?

leadership skills?
the desire to pull the
campus community

together?

Apply to be the 2007
Homecoming Director!

Applications are available for the 2007 MTSU
Homecoming Director position in KUC 208 or
online at www.mtsu.edu/~sga

Applications will be due to KUC 208 by 4:30 p.m. on
March 27. Applicants will be able to sign up for an
interview time upon submitting an application. For
questions, please call 898-2870.

ticipated.

“Everyone thought it was interesting
and learned something,” She said. “And
that’s what we wanted.” 4

world toward a new global climate
treaty to replace the 1997 Kyoto
protocol that requires 35 industrial
nations to cut greenhouse gases.
[he Bush administration argues
Kyoto would hurt the U.S. econo-
my and objects that high-polluting
developing nations like China and
India are not required to reduce
CTIISSIONS.

‘I fully understand that Kyoto, as
a brand if you will, has been demo-
nized,” Gore said.

Gore was warmly welcomed
back by some of his critics, such as
Rep. Ralph Hall, R-Texas, who
remembered serving with Gore's
father and bantered with Gore
about an evening boat ride they
took together. “You're dear to us,
but I just don't agree with you on
this,” Hall said.

Gore advised lawmakers to cut

Global: Students

Continued from 1

seems to have a special affinity.

“The student will be exposed to
the rich natural and cultural
diversity of the jewel of Middle
America,” Heffington said.

An anthropology class on cul-
tural ecology and a geography
class on the developing world will

carbon dioxide and other warming
gases 90 percent by 2050 to avoid a
crisis. Doing that, he said, will
require a ban on any new coal-
burning power plants-a major
source of industrial carbon
dioxide-that lack state-of-the-art
controls to capture the gases.

He said he foresees a revolution
in small-scale electricity producers
for replacing coal, likening the
development to what the Internet
has done for the exchange of infor-
mation.

“There is a sense of hope in this
country that this United States
Congress will rise to the occasion
and present meaningful solutions
to this crisis,” Gore said. “Our world
faces a true planetary emergency. I
know the phrase sounds shrill, and
I know it's a challenge to the moral
imagination.” ¢

be offered, and Costa Rica is used
as a case study for both. It is
important to note, however, that
the classes will be based primarily
in the field.

“We don't just see Costa Rica,”
Heffington said, “we ‘do’ Costa
Rica by using the country as our
classroom.” @

Computer Labs
Graduate Multimedia Development Center
Media Library (Audio/Video Resources)

We're here for you!

http://www.mtsu.edu/~itsc
- Info and Hours

LRC 101

898-5191
898-5445
898-2950

@) Girl Scouts.

Where Girls Grow Strong! The Girl Scout Council of Cumberfand
Valley is recruiting for seasonal resident camp positions at Camp
Sycamore Hills near Ashland City, TN, and Camp Holloway, near
White House, TN. We are looking for highly motivated people to join
our team. Salary includes room/board with training. Must love
working in the out-of-doors and with children. For more informa-
tion visit our website www.girlscoutsofcv.org, email
ljohnson@qirlscoutsofcv.org or call 800-395-5318.
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(OPINION

From the Editorial Board

Binge drinking creates
chaos, stupid behavior

Most high schoolers don'’t have the opportunity. to drink regularly, so
when students enter their freshman year of college, they go buck wild.

As stated in the MTSU police Web site, almost half the crimes com-
mitted on campus in 2005 were by freshmen.

We all know that in Tennessee and in most states the legal drinking
age is 21, but some freshmen still find themselves at a party, staring
dumbly at a police officer as he makes them pour out the contents of
their cups and fines them for underage consumption.

Underage drinking is taboo, but many sneak around to do it. What's
so great about drinking? Maybe students feel the need to be “bad” after
bdngtoldaﬂthdrdifdhoodthatalooholiseviﬂt’sﬁ‘l}(leyoc\irparems
telling you that you were never supposed to look in their closet. You
don’t know what’s in there, but you feel compelled by dirty curiosity
to peek in when your parents aren’t home.

Or maybe people need to excessively drown out the monotony of
their pathetic lives. Even better, maybe people just enjoy wasting valu-
able time, youth and vigor.

But one terrifying trend among college students is binge drinking.

are even games that promote bing,in% like “Power Hour,” in
which a person celebrates their twenty-first birthday by drinking 21
shots of alcohol in an hour. This kills. There has been legislation
pushed in some states, like Minnesota, to try to make it illegal to drink
until 8 a.m. on one’s twenty-first birthday.

Even though alcohol can be dangerous, the legal drinking age can
infuriate citizens. People can be drafted, vote and get married at the
age of 18. They can make life-altering decisions straight out of high
school, but a mainly victimless hobby such as drinking requires three
more years of life experience. By the time alcohol becomes readily
available, all those years of anticipation explode into drunken misbe-
havior and seemingly inexplicable rage. Bottoms up.

Hey, T 1nove 40 geterue
Late mal Somehow.

“And Friends”

Frank Hasenmueller

Winnie the Pooh has done a fair amount
of damage in his long lifetime, mostly to the
young boy he was created for, but I don't
recall the famous stuffed animal inspiring
children to have “attitude problems” at
school.

Nonetheless, administrators at Redwood
Middle School in Napa Valley, Calif. came to
this conclusion around a year ago when
they suspended 14-year-old Toni Kay Scott
for breaking her school's dress code when
she wore socks with pictures of Tigger, from
the previously mentioned books and

Letter to the Editor

Aramark employee resigns due to bad policies
To the Editor:

After reading the article about Aramark, “Aramark refutes claims of
sub-par food quality,” on March 7, I thought you would like to know
what happen to me.

To whom it may concern; After seeking trusted advice and counsel,
I feel I must inform you of my situation surrounding my wrongful ter-
mination of employment from the dining hall on the campus of
MTSU. I strongly urge a proper investigation in order to reverse this
decision. On Feb. 14, I was called in by the Keathley University Center
Dining Hall manager Robin Day, because she wanted to check food
coupons received by all cashiers. After counting, Robin wanted to
know why my register’s coupons did not add up. I had 3 coupons at
the end of my shift, and my register recorded 8 coupons. My response
to Robin is that I allowed two students through because two had a
legitimate complaint about the food received the day prior, and the
other because this student didn’t have all the money to cover the pur-
chase. The other ones, I don't know why. I used the coupon key to
record these purchases and followed what is a common practice
among employees and management that we refer to as “coupon-ing
them out”

After explaining both situations, Robin said that she would have to

get the director of Aramark, Russell Doyle, involved. Without hes-
itation, I said ok. I didn’t, and still don't, feel as if I violated any rule or
procedure not practiced before by others, to include my leaders. After
explaining the same circumstances to Doyle, he followed by indicating
that he now questioned the inventory. In response, I said Robin told
me to take these simple matters in my own hands and not bother her
with trivial situations. However, Robin denies this. Doyle continued to
look back several weeks and wanted to know why I had used the
coupon key on a given day and my response was you tell me why.
Doyle has forgotten this situation, but on that day he informed us that
the student government had issued coupons during a blood drive.
However, Doyle claims he didn’t remember this situation. Doyle
looked back even further and asked me why I had used the coupon
key and I told him again, I don’t know why. I worked in the largest din-
ing facility on campus with the capacity of serving 500 students, and
recalling information about a few individual coupons that far back is
simply impossible to remember.

However, I do think it is important to mention that at the beginning
of the school year, Doyle made a blanket statement to all cashiers say-
ing that there would be a few students whose ID cards would proba-
bly fail, and to let them through using the coupon key, but to tell the
student to be sure to check with the ID card office to correct their sit-
uation. Doyle also denies giving these instructions.

When hired six years ago, the director at that time told me that at
Aramark, a student never goes away unhappy or goes away hungry.
Not once in six years have I ever received an unfavorable evaluation.
Not once in six years have my register history or the training of other
cashiers ever been questioned. My hard work and dedication created
an environment where I was respected enough to receive a promotion
as Cashier Supervisor. Simply put — I do not lie, cheat or steal.

However, there are strong rumors bouncing all around the work-
place that Doyle is under pressure, convincing me, and others I know,
to believe that I was somehow made the scapegoat. The office manag-
er is responsible for deposits and register history. But this person was
never asked by management for their input on this matter. It appears
strange that the person directly in receipt of all register information
never questioned my register practices. When I signed my termination
paper I made a comment that remains true today - I didn’t do any-
thing wrong.

It is, therefore, with conviction, that I strongly urge and respectful-
ly request that a legitimate investigation occur. I remain convinced
that a proper investigation will reveal that I used and carried out the
training I received and practices mimicked by management as I took
care of students — our customers.

Linda Cox
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

movies, on them, as well a denim skirt and
brown and pink shirt. According to the
KESQ television network in Palm Springs,
Calif., five other students followed suit with
Scott in protest of the school's dress code.

Scott's outfit doesn't seem very too out-
there, until one takes a look at the dress
code in question. Redwood students are
limited to wearing solid colors, including
blue, white, green, yellow, khaki, gray,
brown and black. Only cotton twill, cor-
duroy and chino are permissible as fabrics -
no denim allowed inside the schoolhouse.

Which means that the teenager wasn't
going all that far out of bounds - the
bouncing, orange cartoon character on her
long socks probably got the most attention.
Scott herself even told the press that she
didn't want to go to extremes, or suggest
that students should wear revealing or oth-
erwise inappropriate clothing. Her behavior
hardly seems to call for being sent to a pro-
gram called “Students With Attitude
Problems”, which is the argument of the
American Civil Liberties Union.

I can't help but agree. At the center of the
students’, parents’ and ACLU's argument is
that the middle school's suspension of Scott
is in violation of section 48950 of the
California Education Code, which states
that the students' first amendment rights
don't go away when they enter the class-
room. Section 35183, which gives schools
the right to establish a dress code, says that
any dress code must meet the approval of
the school's principal, staff and the stu-

Fair and
Unbalanced

Matthew Adair
Staff Columnist

dents' parents. Clearly, it failed on the third

count.

No one has been able to prove beyond a
shadow of a doubt that requiring a dress
code, or a school uniform, does anything to
reduce or eliminate bullying, peer-pressure
or assault between students. There may be a
benefit, but with little to no hard research
on the topic, all there is to go on are anec-
dotal stories from schools, which often time
put in place large-scale changes in policy
when they implement uniforms or a dress
code, making it difficult to say what change
had what effect.

It is also worth noting that children,
teenagers in particular, are more clever than
adults sometimes give them credit for. This
is especially true when it comes to any sort
of social behavior, from gang symbols to the
age-old story of the rich kicking around the
poor. Take away differences in clothing, and
students will find something else to divide
themselves by, even things as trivial as note-
books or backpacks.

Most importantly of all, however, is that
uniforms are an unrealistic way of dealing
with the symptoms of very real social prob-
lems. If we are concerned about students
harassing one another on the basis of how
their clothing reflects their family's income,
putting students in a uniform does nothing
to address the problem that a number of
people in this country work in low-paying
jobs in service and retail positions where
meaningful advancement is rare without an
education that these people can't afford. If
we are concerned with gangs and their pres-
ence in our cities and schools, prohibiting

Dress code limits, solves nothing

students from wearing clothing associated
with those gangs does nothing to address
the needs and desires that drive young peo-
ple to join gangs. If we are interested in pre-
venting violence in school, banning baggy
pants and trenchcoats fails to uncover why
some students feel the need to fire a spray of
bullets into their classmates at lunchtime.

Scott and her fellow students may or may
not have thought about all of these issues.
They were aware, however, that as U.S. citi-
zens and students in a school within the
state of California, they have the legally
guaranteed right to individual expression,
both in school and out. The ACLU has
made the case to Redwood Middle School
that the responsibility of balancing the
desire to promote school unity and protect
the students' constitutional rights falls with
them.

We in college know that life has no uni-
form and no dress code. We are sometimes
asked by our employers to dress to a certain
standard, but outside of that, we are forced
to contend with our differences, whatever
they may be. If we wish for our younger sib-
lings, as well as future generations of chil-
dren, to develop the maturity to see beyond
rich and poor, beyond cliques and gangs,
beyond social labels of all kinds to under-
stand the person wearing those labels, then
we cannot rely on a dress code to solve our
problems. As Scott and her friends have
managed to, we must encourage children to
reason with their own minds what is best
for both themselves and those around them.

Redwood Middle School should be open
to working with their students, especially
when students' complaints are shared with
their parents. If students have a problem
with a policy, they shouldn't be punished
for calling a rule into question. After all, we
all know that dissent is what teenagers do
best.

Matthew Adair is a senior art education
major and can be reached at
matt.adair@gmail.com.

Journalism killed to make room for profit

The King is dead - or, in this
case, journalism is the one that
is six feet under. Journalism was
originally the way that the mass-
es received their education. It
was the beautiful, shining bea-
con of truth in a dark and
treacherous world. The news
was the only way for the unin-
formed to receive the totally
unbiased truth from people
who had no other agenda than
to keep the people enlightened.

This is no longer the case. For
starters, newspapers are a dying
breed. All information can be
seen on the internet. The infor-
mation superhighway, though
expedient and cheap, can also
be tampered with and rewritten
by anyone with malicious
enough intent and the
“Dummy’s Guide to Computer
Hacking”

Secondly, the newspapers and
programs still in existence all
have agenda. The agenda is no
longer to provide information,
but to have interesting enough
content to sell copies.

Take for instance the several
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Christin Pepple
Staff Columnist

cases in which a Pulitzer Prize
has been awarded to journalists
who have entirely made up their
stories. This has happened on
numerous occasions and to
what purpose were these false
stories written?

They were written in hopes of
selling newspapers by promot-
ing content which the average
person might fight compelling.
Truth is no longer enough to get
people to want to read the news.

Thirdly, how many times has
CNN or Fox news accused of
being biased towards one politi-
cal party or the other?
Journalists with agendas have
taken control of the media.
Media is no longer a way to
come by the truth; it is a means

to come to understand the truth
in a way the media wishes to
convey it. Every form of media
has an angle.

Their angles and agendas
have corrupted truth and infor-
mation to such a massive degree
that the same story can be told
in two different ways-again I
defer to CNN and Fox news.

The news media is an arena of
cheap magic tricks used to mis-
lead millions of people from
seeing the uncut and unedited
news. Take for'instance the fact
that any broadcaster that can be
seen on television has an attrac-
tive appearance or a paternal
image. They all have pleasing
voices that calm and soothe
while horrible news and shock-
ing information come out of
surgically enhanced smiles.

All media is a circus with so
many clowns hoping out of one
car, that you can’t keep up with
how many there are. Then
comes the lion tamer with the
six o' clock news! “The Iraq
War! George W. Bush! Hilary
Clinton! Kidnap! Murder! What

are you really eating at
McDonalds!? Now back to
Cindy for the weather!”

True journalism is dead. It has
been buried beneath an ava-
lanche of nonsense and is
directed and composed not of
truths and information, but
powerful suits with promotion-
al deals and advertisements for a
political party.

It is biased, edited, cut,
smoothed and polished for an
audience that has no idea that
they are being mislead and
swindled on a daily basis.

The media has become an
unstoppable force that can
make the general public believe
whatever it wishes them to
believe. It is a crooked monarch
that rules its kingdom without
hardly any question from the
public. As with any absolute
power, it has been corrupted
absolutely.

Christin Pepple is freshman
journalism major and can be

reached at cmp4e@mtsu.edu.
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Alcohol

By Andy Harper
Campus News Editor

Frank Sinatra once said, “I feel
sorry for people who don’t
drink. When they wake up in the
morning, that’s as good as
they’re going to feel all day” To
the stereotypical college student,
feeling good is a part of life.

Games like “beer pong,” “ring
of fire” and “circle of death” are a
few of the commonly known
drinking games. Internet sites
boasting new games and book-
stores selling text titled “The
Complete Book of Beer Drinking
Games, Revised Edition” are just
a few of the many outlets avail-
able to complicate the task of
alcohol consumption.

This, however, is not a new trend
in the world of drinking, According
to Robert Thompson, a professor at
mention of what could be called a
drinking game was in Plato’s
“Symposium”

The game consists of filling a
bowl of wine, drinking and
assing it to the next person.
Almost like a game of shots.

In a paper by Mark Keller,
written on the historical aspects
of power, Keller jests that alco-
hol discovery was more likely an
accident made by a fetmented
“mishmash” which made the
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inventor feel a sense of “wow!”

He writes, “I suggest that the
first plant man cultivated delib-
erately was Vitis, the grapevine,
because as the legend tells us, its
fruit provided food that could be
eaten both moist (as grapes) and
dry (as raisens), and with little
effort could be converted into a
drink of magical properties and
potency — one that relieved
fatigue and assuaged pain,
evoked gaiety, enhanced bravery,
promoted friendship, and even
facilitated communion with the
invisible spirits that seemed to
control mankind’s fate™

These magical properties of
enhancing the human mind,
body and spirit have seemed to
also increase human creativity,
eventually leading to more
interesting ways of bolstering

ment,’

Major.

groups,

Popular drinking games like

the enhancement to include an
entertaining edge.

“It seems that in In
past years, the task
of drinking has
become over com-
plicated with the
popular culture
of incorporating
drinking with
entertain-
says
Tradd Staecker,
junior business

“It is unfortunately
and sometimes unfairly associ-
ated with younger generations,”
Staecker says.
stereotyped
like fraternities or

quarters,” “circle of death™ and “

one does it”
response

times

“It is especially
with  various

beer pong” are common col
sports teams, but really, every-

to the
sumerism of entertaining
drinking, a number of

established to alert the
public to the increase in
binge drinking,
connected with
drinking games.
“In the know;’
statistics of binge drinking,
notes that on college campus,
70 percent or more of the stu-
dent body participates in binge
drinking and the percentage to
drink is far higher in groups
than individuals drinking alone.  ty,

an ancient, important part of culture

lege campuses

“A lot of people know inci-
dents that get out of hand, and
many times it has to do with
drinking games and binge
drinking,” Staecker says. “It’s a

con-

Web sites like “In the huge part of student life, almost
know zone” and like a right of passage.”
“Thesite” have been “Peer pressure in large groups,

especially white males or under-
age people, is where the predis-
position for binge drinking
lurks,” Staecker says. It seems that
as these people reach the legal
age, however, they become more
responsible, unfortunately from
trial and error.

Like Staecker, Ethan Perkins,
a senior electronic media com-
munications major, says the act
of drinking has become a novel-
but compared to other

some-

in their

Photo by Sarah Lavery | Features Editor

Drinking may be a big part of collegiate life, but combining entertainment and alcohol i9 not a recent invention.

Of all the violations listed on
the report including the previ-

ously mentioned three, 49.7
percent were listed as fresh-
men.

While drinking seems to
be fast, fun and for the
young, Staecker feels that
it is not just a genera-
tional phenomenon
that started recently or
will end soon.

schools, MTSU is on the lower
end of the extreme.

“I personally like drinking the
old fashion way without
complicated
rales,”
Perkins says
jokingly. “It is
a big problem,
but for our
campus, [ just
don’t see people

partying hard “This is not just
enough.” ‘our’ ‘culture, it is
In the MTSU’

not contemporary
or even isolated to
America. Drinking games, binge
drinking and the rest is a part of
human culture. It is dangerous
and harmful, but it'll hopefully
be kept in check.” ¢

Public Safety 2005
annual report, 21 peo-
ples were -arrested on
campus for driving under the
influence, 13 for drunkenness
and 72 for liquor law violations.

Concrete major Iucratlve excntmg

Concrete career
not as boring as
one might think

By Becca Cook
Staff Writer

Concrete. It doesn’t exactly frequent typical
conversations of college students. In fact, dis-
cussion of the Concrete Industry Management
Program at MTSU usually elicits raised eye-
brows and exclamations of “why would any-
one major in that?”

But they probably don’t know that gradu-
ates from the Concrete Industry Management
Program can start out making between
$40,000 and $60,000 a year.

Jenna Burnworth recently graduated from
MTSU with a CIM degree and now works for
the National Ready Mixed Concrete
Association in Silver Spring, Md. According to
Burnworth, the CIM program is a specialized
business degree with courses covering all areas
of the concrete industry.

“The NRMCA represents about 1350 ready
mixed concrete producers,” Burnworth says.
“We provide training, education, publication,
marketing/promotion, engineering and advo-
cacy services.”

Burnworth chose concrete out of pure interest.

“I was impressed at CIM’s distinction as the
only program of its kind in the world, at the
time,” she says. “I was also intrigued at this rel-
atively new and unknown program. I was told
how rapidly the concrete industry was growing
and the [great] availability of jobs all over the
country.”

For Burnworth, getting a job after gradua-
tion was easy. Almost too easy.

“I interned at the NRMCA (internships are
a requirement for graduation) and enjoyed the
experience so much that I contacted them
when I was about to graduate,” she says. “I was
offered a job and began working a month after
graduation.”

Getting a job in the concrete industry may
be easy, but the idea of a job in the field does-
n't have a reputation for sounding exciting,

“At first, I worked as the Government
Relations Coordinator,” Burnworth says. “I

researched bills dealing with our industry,
some positive some negative. I made trips to
Capitol Hill with our lobbyists to speak with
our congressional staffers about issues the con-
crete industry faces.”

Burnworth is now the Promotion Research
Coordinator. “I'm still doing a lot of research,
but now it deals with how to get concrete to
become the building material of choice,” she
says. “I update sections of our website and con-
tinue to generate weekly marketing reports. I
most recently created a presentation on how to
promote pervious concrete. Pervious concrete
is a relatively new concrete we are the spread-
ing the word about”

This new program is beginning to take root.
The CIM program’s website says that since its
founding in 1996, it has produced over 250
graduates for the concrete industry. CIM grad-
uates hold management and leadership posi-
tions throughout the concrete industry,
including production, material supply, con-
tracting and manufacturing. The alumni list
on the program’s website is full of former stu-
dents holding prominent jobs in the industry,

Photo courtesy of Jenna Burnworth
MTSU concrete industry management graduate Jenna Burnworth and colleague Phil Kresge take a break at the
National Ready Mixed Concrete Association’s annual Concrete Technology Forum in Silver Spring, Md

from project managers in California, plant
managers in Florida and company vice-presi-
dents in Tennessee.

“Recently, three more CIM programs have
been started at California State University at
Chico, Arizona State University and the New
Jersey Institute of Technology,” Burnworth
says.

Burnworth’s experience in college has
proven pertinent in the workforce.

“The basic knowledge I gained in the CIM
program is very helpful in my job,” she says.
“All of the research methods I learned at
MTSU have proven very useful too.”

The friends Burnworth made during her col-
lege years have been helpful in her career as well.

“There is always a classmate I can call when
I need help or the answer to a question,” she
says. “That’s the best part of the program. It’s
small enough for the students to really get to
know each other and maintain those relation-
ships into their careers.”

Concrete may sound like a dry subject, but
once you get your feet wet, it can be a very
rewarding job. ¢

Nearly horoscopes

esting parts of your body.

Don’t worry about them, your
friends know what they are but
don’t have the heart to tell you.
throwing or skeet shooting, Just go see a doctor.
Cancer
June 22 - July 22 Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
A panel of 12 jurors will soon ~ Now that the warm weather is
find you guilty of a crime you here, you will be inspired to bare
didn't commit. Or maybe you some skin and throw on some
did commit it, but just not with MM:MMM
very much skill.
Leo ~ Jan. -M.Ia
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Middle Tennessee ends dream season

Monday, March 19
Marist 73
MTSU 59

End of season

By Cody Gibson
Staff Writer

In one of the most surreal
events in recent memory for Blue
Raider fans Middle Tennessee lost
their second round match up in
NCAA tournament.

The Marist Red Foxes defeated
the Lady Raiders Marist
used hot shooting and tough
defense to upset the Lady Raiders,
and advance to the Sweet Sixteen
for the first time in their school’s
history.

Middle
shooting struggles went a long
way in contributing to the loss for
the Lady Raiders

73-59.

fennessee’s 3-point

I'he Lady Red Foxes had little
Middle
lennessee’s press and essentially

the shots they

I'!ut\l(l]] |‘R'JLHI'\;1

» able t o7
were avice 1o get

wanted

Marist shot 47 percent from the
field on the game which allowed
for them to coast to an early first
half lead of 40 to 29.

Couple that stat with the fact
the Lady Raiders could not find
their stroke shooting at 38 percent

game.
The Lady Red Foxes defense
set the tempo, and Middle

Tennessee had to adjust their
press as well, Marist was able to
break almost at will. Marist had
12 turnovers against the the
Lady Raiders defense.

Middle Tennessee did not capi
talize on its offensive opportuni
ties and were not able to \l»llll‘lt‘i"
the comeback in the second half

T'he Lady Raiders cut it as close
to two points, but could not get
over the hump.

Though Middle
challenged throughout the second
half, Marist was able to fend off
the Lady Raiders’ full court pres
sure and survive the game witl
the victory.

Seniors Krvstle
Chrissy Givens were the or

Raiders in double digits leading

Tennessee

Horton

the way against Marist

Givens in her final ga
Lady Raider had 16 point
scored \lnglr digit

ond half

Givens was 4-of-16 the 3
point line.

Jackie Pickel hit three 3
pointers during the game and
Brandi Brown was right behind
her with two.

The team struggled as a whole
to get uncontested shots against
the Lady Red Foxes.

This season was record set-
ting for the Lady Raiders, and
the team had a lot of success
that they hope to build on for
next season.

With

the team set a school record.

30 wins on the season

he team will lose Givens and
Horton, but a strong recruiting
return \lhl\”t
AA tourna

could
lennessee to the N(

class

ment
fimished 21-0
inst Sun  Belt conference
ul\;nmg:;:\

I'he loss ended

the consecu

[ennessee
ishes the season with a

wrd after making thein

urth appearai the NCAA

uisiana-Latayet

Photo by Jay Richardson | Staft Photographer

te and other opponents in the Sun Belt Conference After a dream season of going

0 Manst 73-59 in the second round of the NCAA Tournament

Martial Arts Club raises money for Project Help

Tyt b

By Clarence Plank

[ Am Sportacus

Sports Editor

The Martial Arts club held a
fundraiser on Tuesday for
Project Help over in the Grill at
Keathley University Center.

Kacey King, vice president of
the Martial Arts club and oth-
ers were selling Krispy Kreme
doughnuts to students or tak-
ing donations for Project Help.

People have been donating
more money than buying
doughnuts,” King said. “We are
going to close up at four and
probably around five we should
know [how much we raised).”

The final count was $200
dollars and all of the money
will be going to Project Help,
which is here on campus,
Project Help is a daycare that
takes care of mentally chal-
lenged children.

This is King’s second time
helping raise money with a
doughnut fundraiser, but the
club has been doing it for four
years now.

The Marital Arts club got
involved with this group
because it is located on campus
, and the members enjoy help-
ing the community.

s
)

Vice president Kasey King and fellow Martial Arts Club student
Fripsy Kreme Fundraiser

The Martial Arts club is
involved in some others chari-
ties other than Project Help.

The club will be putting on a
sparing tournament Friday
April 20, which is free for the
public to watch. They will be

accepting donations for Saint
Jude’s Children’s Hospital

Last year they helped out the
Murfreesboro Policc
Department and fire depart
ment by collecting teddy bears
for children.

Starting in April they will be

self-defense class for

1
holding a
I'he
I'h

women 1€ ﬂ.tw:\ nl'\\‘.‘nmi
with their club meetings on
[uesday and Thursday nights
trom 8:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m
k3

James Thomas: Master

By Brendon Henson
Staff Writer

Going into his final outdoor
season in track and field, senior
thrower James Thomas has
earned numerous awards and
broken several school records
along the way.

But the Knoxville, Tenn., native
is one who refuses to let individ-
ual accomplishments take prece-
dence over team results.

“Individual stuff doesn’t mat-
ter as much to me,” Thomas said.
“If I don’t score the points in my
events, that puts pressure on the
rest of the guys and I let them
down because those are points
we need.”

Due to the school work load he
had to bowout of football.

“I didn’t do football, mainly
because of time restraints, with
the course load 1 had” Thomas
said. “I didn’t feel it would be best
for my academic career”

The former football player
enjoys the challenge of events
such as the weight throw, shot
put and hammer throw.

“It’s all about the atmosphere
of competition,” said Thomas.
“My best throws are when I've
had other athletes pushing me to
be better. I didn’t do football,
mainly because of time restraints
and with the course load I had, 1
didn’t feel it would be best for my
academic career”.

Thomas is slated to graduate at
the end of the spring semester,
and head coach Dean Hayes is
not looking forward to losing his
consistent thrower.

“I'd keep James around if I
could. He’s solid as a person and
as a competitor,” Hayes said. “You
know you're always going to get a
good performance out of him.”

Last year’s Most Outstanding
Field Performer has juggled a rig-
orous academic schedule at
Middle Tennessee on top of a
year-round track commitment,
and found success in both fields.

“I've already applied to gradu-
ate school at the University of
Tennessee Space Institute and |
got accepted for their aviation
systems grad program,” Thomas
said.

His future track plans are
reliant on his academic career, as
well as how he develops in his
personal favorite event, the ham-
mer throw.

“It depends on how I'm pro-
gressing with the hammer,” said
Thomas. “My theory if pretty
much that if I can hit about 200
feet or 60 meters in the hammer,
then I'll continue with it and
enter meets unattached and
maybe pursue it professionally.”

Coach Hayes also acknowl-
edges his thrower’s commitment
to excellence in both fields.

“The first year he came here he

of the hammer throw

pp—

T
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Senior James Thomas winds up for the hammer throw. James has
broken many records during his track and field career

wasn't eligible,” Hayes said. “Since
he’s been here, he’s posted a 3.0
GPA and has been successful in
academics throughout his college

career. He works hard in both

academics and athletics.”
Thomas and the Blue Riaders

head to Alabama for the relays @

J. Owen Shipley
Staff Columnist

The party is

over for our

Lady Raiders’ loyal fans

Somewhere an underpaid
janitor is sweeping up confetti
while a BRAA official puts an
unopened bag of party hats
back into the supply closet.

The fans have all left
Stanford’s campus for hotel
rooms, sports bars, and late-
night traffic jams.

Ihe
Women’s basketball is over, but
for a handful of girls in white

second

and blue tracksuits this night will
last the rest of their lives.

| hate to admit it sports fans,
but the party is over. The last
four days have been a blur.

My first real March Madness
experience has ended in a les-
son in pain, humility, and mid-
major reality.

In the last two days | have
gone from being on top of the
world covering a team that
ESPN’s Graham Hays was call-
ing “America’s Team” to a bored
single guy with a sad, sad story to
write

I am at the Boro for perhaps
the last time this March trying to
out-coffee my sinking mood and
much harder

wondering how

this '}I:,‘,‘sl will be for |.-hll\\\
Givens and company

Sure, Livens s "H'J\{\'\i o lhk'
WNBA and is probably going to
be the CEO of whatever compa
ny she decides to run some day
but that is all too intangible right
now o mean .HI\"hIH.L: o hL'l

It has to be. As | type, interns
are erasing all mention of the
Lady Raiders from ESPN's tour
nament coverage and the Red
Foxes are celebrating their
improbable run to the Sweet 16.

They are “America’s Team”

now. By tomorrow it will be as if

MTSU’s amazing season never
happened.

But it did happen. MTSU
coach Rick Insell’s second sea-
son as head coach of the
Raiders included a 27 game
winning streak and the school’s
fourth straight conference
championship.

Chrissy Givens put up Hall of
Fame numbers, while Amber
Holt emerged as the next super
star in the world of Sun Belt
Conference basketball.

And I did fall in love with a
group of women that will never
take the court again.

Next year’s team will be a
new opportunity to celebrate
college basketball at the

round of

Murphy Center and nearly the
entire team will return, but the
Givens-to-Horton fast break is
now a thing of the past.

[ do not need to cloud my col-
umn with stats that just how
MTSU was beat at their own
game.

They just were. The Red
Foxes refused to be another sta-
tistic.

I should be happy for them.
They played a complete game.

Their star player, Alisa Kresge,
looked like Steve Nash with pret-
tier hair as she completely con-
trolled the game racking up
assist after assist.

The coach of the Red Foxes,
Brian Giorgis, is the only coach
in New York high school history
to lead a team to the state Final
Four in four different sports.

Apparently the guy can
coach any body to do anything.
[ should be inspired.

I should be happy for him
too, I guess. I am just not.

I would not care if their
4,000 student campus back in
Poughkepsie, N.Y. doubled as a
home for abused children.
care if Alisa
Kresge became so motivated by
this victory that she cured cancer
and became the first female pres-
ident.

All 1 know is 1 broke the num-

I would not

ber one rule of sports writing
and I got burned for it.

Never care about a team you
are covering. 1 heard that over
and over when | first started.

Just watch the game and
record what happened. That is
what evervone told me, but |
could not help, get excited by
Rick Stockstill’s first season as
head coach of MTSU’s revital
ized football program.

I could not help be excited by
the way the | J(i‘\' Raiders p]o\\’cd
through the SBC and slowly
earned the spotlight.

And even if the party is over, |
promise all you Raiders fans that
I will continue to care for as long
as | write for this paper.

Whether | get burned or not.
Because that is the only reason
the last year has felt like a party
to me. Go Raiders. @

. Owen Shipley is a junior
English major and can be reached
at myspace.com/lamsportacus.
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Volleyball team set for spring tournament

By Wesley Mize
Staff Writer

leade '\]"l‘ to the Raiders roster.

Our team 15 more experi

The Blue Raider vollevball enced but we're still young,” Peck  able to work together and l.ll:u us Ond round Of the tournament 1 INDOOR SOCCER
team will host 1l = said. “We've got freshman and  to another successful season i | Men'sA S 1
: 0s i spring ! ) )
\ g ) - ¢ he e fo s weekend's | Men's A Don Thava Team |
tournament e b \in; I\m-n(m\ H.IA\l \\ll |‘ l;\ J|\|I\ I'he format for [”” \\I(LLklI‘X: ; : | s e
March 24 dependmg on but think they tournament 1s set up 1or po 't, n . [ I Men's B Felder 15t Floot
v”]l\ e ',w Gt ; i 0 can handle 1. We've got Jl but '"‘“ S early the end Of the Sprlng ﬁ: mr‘y:)pbs
rst achion tor thi - . (A)
Riiders sifice teackine the s one of our players from last sea Ihere will be five pml\ of Semester and pretty sSoon a 'Ot Of the FC8 PIKE (B)
ond Yound 1l X On coming back for this vear so three teams. Eac h team inside a 'ff - i IFCB PIKE (B)
i 0 It v < 1
Tourn ament last i we should be fine ‘hull will ¢ ompete against each d' erent Sportlng events Wl” Come tO MM :g:),
d ast season . 3 : | en’s
We're excited to eet back into I'he Raiders hope to win the  other with the winner of the an end | Women's  High School Alum
. < ; : i tournament and look at plaver pool moving on to the .L‘,“l\l ® | Co-RecA  Showtime @ the Apollo
pl.mm:, said head coach Mat I ' ’ Co-Rec B Effin All-Stare
Peck .ﬁ\ ; sdeve ||“‘I]h'717 and improve round
eck. "We've been practicing for ¢

P ment
eight weel

prior to this and |

think we're g

I'm not necessarily worried

......

{ ;1'x||-,i o “;I.

feel confident that they, along

with our new freshmen, will be

Ihe pool winners will then

ompele against each other to

It has been a heartbreaking week,
with MTSU falling to Marist in the sec-

Get them wh?l%wou can,

s | y
sidelines o 7

| SPRING 2007
| INTRAMURAL
CHAMPIONS

5 ON 5 Basketball

| . o S  MONDAY NIGHT
. X 5 : about wins and losses s s et 1 o ament win : * ¢

ing against each other. Our girls out wins and | mlu 1 ’n ermi 1 tournam v W'tl'wen in hand, } SCORES
an't wait 1o scc some other 1> 3 SPring tournament, but by D ' A\ | SOFTBALL
PR no means do 1 want to lose a [he second and third place p . L |

.2””[_., ]'\'J \‘Ihl We have ﬂu ‘pxn"h,luy. ‘.\li“ um]wtr for sil

WOMEN'S / SORORITY 8-9 p.m.

T'he tournament consists of

Come draw your sworé-and become a | |

teams including three oth highest national ranking of all rand ‘W“Im - : | The Breakneck1! AOPi 17
MCAK Biesrnament dearme-fion l!u 1‘. ams in this tourn ment | ['he pools '.."|4 be held inside SpOFlS erter | Axo 10 ADP 4
think the other team | be t MG as well as the Murphy
l‘N_ Kasion ‘ A Kappa Delta 6
\rea teams 1 ludimg y‘r-:‘v o : SRR { finate sodl) Chi Omega 1
fennessee, Tennessee State, Sactly wha ' e G Kl Mass Comm room 269
fennesse fech fennes N ; - T 'y : ‘ . ¥ o -11 p.m.
Chattanooga, and Memphis il Gyn - Meeting at 6 p.m. on Monday o
take part in the tourn lennessee will play at Tent Pitchers 6 B7S 10
oS he first | softballs 2 Oversized Balls7
\L the heart of the rost
el Thank you Lady Raiders basketball | |Gemmuszs oo
Coniference: Champiot "lv ! ‘". The Astronauts 5 G Blare 8
into the UPCOMINgG Seaso g ’\H‘ I\\‘i‘[ team for a great Season | Masterbatters £ MTSU All-Stars 14
Most of the plavers ) : "" - ”“; | Showstoppers 3 M Embarashed 2
men and sophomores last s ;' : ] )
which means the 20 ” Jo R | Weedwackers 6
will add mor | Bilirubine 4
* | -
. 9 .
Women’s tennis to play homestand
By Wesley Mize improvement since the  matches prepare to play in front
beginning, but there is South Alabama is a  of our home crow
always work to be done”  rapidly improving team \ceording to Ojed
Both ISU and USA  having jumped 15 spots  plaver to look out for thi
have similar playing to No. 49 in the overall veekend i }
5 according  to  school rankings. The iljestron
- - t Ojeda Jags are led by junior Her  m {
i lheir style of play \drianna Solarova, who rall level of
nds to differ from s ranked No. 47 in sir on tl
ther top-ranked teams.  gles playver with a record  last week of |
[hese teams are both  of 184 she took out our toy
tate 1 ball strikers,” Ojeda said Ihe two games this  plaver in practi ind
e Most of the top teams  weekend will be the s fid so with relative cas
& ' I played tried ondand third gamesofa  Ojed 1 That
it us on the sixtl 1x game home stand . mhiden nd it
yet to beat a ranl shot. These teams aim to I'he Raiders have tray ws i her )
,§ opponent th it us in the second or led most of the season
' but head coac M third shot. The nt to M relieved to have a turday match
5 (Mjeda feels her tea ] JLMP O US ear stretch siact Tanediana Statewril
""‘l\'\“\i throughout let us get into a rall I think the girls wert beamy at 1lam
the season Jennifer Miga f traveling all of  Monday's match against
Our team has beer ISt oming said Oyeda South Alaban
ompetinve (8] Saturday s be at home and Poth gaines will |
most of the seaso Migan Missout ractic nd do our the Buck Bouldin fenr
K Fur ¢ Ojeda said. “We are fit Vallev Conference Play rength and condition Center on the Middl
ind we looked pretty of the Week, has a record ng program Il]n_' we not WSSt mpu ’

good as of late. I'm of 9-2 and has won four  mally do. It gives us a

[‘HHM of our tcams out of her last hance to relax a bit and

. “A wickedly entertaining show”

— Tom Shales, The Washington Post

Thousandls of college
students are addicted
to this kind of pot.

Gambling is a common part of coilege life, but some
people become addicted to gambling and get into
serious emotional, financial and even legal trouble.

SO take precautions to prevent problems. Set a limit
on the time and money you spend gambling.

COURTENEY COX

dirt

If gambling is causing a problem for you or someone you know.
call the National Problem Gambling Helpline (800.522.4700) for
confidential help 24/7 or goto www.ncpgambling.org

TUESDAYS 10 mFx
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2315 N. Tennessee Blvd.
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

The Pointe
At Raiders Eampua 877 . 896 . 9499

REDEFINING STUDENT LIVING..

Amenities you deserve...
« FREE SHUTTLE TO MTSU!
« 24 Hour health and fitness center

. Game Room Sign a lease today and
« Computer Lab

« XBOX Gaming Center Put $O dOWIl and

« Resort Style Pool receive a

« Fully furnished units

. 2 Ta)r,ming Beds 42” PLASMA TV!

o Basketball COUI’[ **Some Restrictions Apply Contact office for details™
: gl;:TED Community ALL INCLUSIVE

« 24 Seat MOVIE THEATER RATES AVAILABLE!

« Washer and Dryer in every unit!
« Residence Life Staff

APPLY ONLINE TODAY!

www.thepointeatraiderscampus.com
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