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BALLOT

September 16, 2004

second annual

the ‘boro’s best
2004 ballot

Please nominate as few national chains as possible

Music

Best Murfreesboro Band

Best Murfreesboro Musician
Best Place to Hear Live Music
Best Place to Play Live Music
Best Local Deejay

Food & Drink
Bar With the Best Bartenders
Best Cup of Coffee

Best Mixed Drinks

Best Happy Hdur

Best Beer

Best Atmosphere (Restaurant)
Best Atmosphere (Bar)

Best Breakfast

Best Mexican Food

Best Oriental Food

Best Soul Food

Best Sit-Down Meal in Town

f Start your engines, Pedro.

Under $5, Best Local deejay, Best \

&

Tattoo Parlor and Best Bookstore.
Ballots should be turned in to the
Sidelines office, in the James Union

Once again, it’s time to highlight
your favorite bars, clubs, bands,
video stores, restaurants and what-.
ever else passes for culture in this
decaying college burg we affection-
ately call Murfreesboro. :

Below is democracy-in-action. Our
beautiful Quark-made ballot now
includes: Best Place to Shop for

Murfreesboro, TN 37132. And if

online at www.mtsusidelines.com.
Whew. %

Building, Room 310, by Nov. 11. You
can also mail us at Post Office Box 8,

you're a Webhead, fill out your ballot

)

food and drink continued

Best Service (Restaurant)

Best Service (Bar)

Best Drunk/Stoned Food Place

Best Grab-and-Go Lunch Place

Arts & Entertainment
Best Place to Spend a Friday/Saturday Night
Best Place to Spend a Weeknight

Best Place to Pick Up a Date

Best Place to Take Your Date

Best Place to Cheat on Your Date

Best Place to Shop for Under $5

Best Place to Dance

Best Place to Rent Videos

Best Local Tattoo Parlor

Best Bookstore

Best Place to Experience Local Culture
Best Place to See Local Art

Best Place to Sit, Chill Out and Read
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‘Some Kind of Monster’ reveals Metallica’s soft side

Metallica

‘Some Kind of Monster’

IFC Films
Released April 30
Rated R

* &
(out of four
stars)
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By Forrest Sanders

At the opening of Some
Kind of Monster, tensions
are high within the leg-
endary metal band
Metallica. Having sued
Napster for illegally distrib-
uting their music, the band
is suffering a backlash from
former fans who have
taken to stomping their
albums in the streets

In addition to their

alleged “selling-out,” 15
year bassist Jason
Newsted has flown the
coop, claiming that the
band was hindering his
artistic vision. With stress
levels at a peak, the band

resorts to calling in a shrink
(referred to as a “perform-
ance enhancement coach”)
to try and smooth out rela-
tions between the three
founding members. Angst-
ridden conversations, “cre-
ative differences” and a lot
of door slamming ensue.
As far as | can tell, Some
Kind of Monster was initial-
ly intended to chronicle
Metallica's creative process

in recording their first stu-
dio album in five years.

However, what directors
Joe Berlinger and Bruce
Sinofsky have captured in
their three years of raw
footage is something far
more substantial. Some
Kind of Monster is an
intriguing glimpse at the
raw psyche of a conflicted
rock band. It's an engross-
ing project that takes the
tattooed, head-banging
rockers who brought us
“Kill “"Em All" and sits them
down on a couch to ask
such sensitive-guy ques-
tions as “"How does that
make you feel?”

For the most part, Some
Kind of Monster’s running
time is split between lead
singer James Hetfield and
drummer Lars  Ulrich.
Guitarist Kirk Hammett's
role in the documentary is
almost relegated to a
cameo, probably because
his life isn't presently in any
sort of turmoil. With James
checking into rehab and
Lars becoming the arch-
nemesis of every free
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music downloader in the
world, Kirk's role as band
peacemaker must have
come off as rather ho-hum.

However, Some Kind of
Monster’s drama isn't con-
fined to the members of
Metallica. In one highlight
of the film, Lars Ulrich
engages in a touchy-feely
therapy session  with
Megadeth founder Dave
Mustaine, a man who has
apparently been holding a
grudge against Metallica
since being cut from their
line-up more than 20 years
ago. Former bassist James
Newsted also turns up to
give a bitter reflection on
his years with the remain-
ing rock trio, and James
Hetfield even sparks some
minor turbulence between
himself and the band's
sweater-clad shrink - er,
excuse me, “performance
enhancement coach.”

With the band members
now pushing middle age,
Metallica's priorities have
obviously changed. These
days, Metallica is com-
posed of family men who
must not only record a
heavy metal album, but also
attend their little girl’s ballet
recital.

Whether they are in the
midst of a rift, stroking their
egos or just playing dad, the
guys that make up one of
the most popular heavy
metal groups of all time
somehow come across as
everyday people. It's per-
haps the way in which we
can connect with these
men that makes the docu-
mentary work in the most
rudimentary sense.

In all, Some Kind of
Monster is a fine accom-
plishment that could very
well appeal to those who
are not metalheads. In

See Metallica, 6
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n the ever diverse, complex society of today’s metal, there are two main types of
bands: those who make jokes and those who are jokes. Tony Danza Tapdance

Extravaganza falls into the first group.

Though their name is a bit misleading (if you're a fan of Who's the Boss~Z, don't expect
to see Anthony Micelli cutting loose on the stage), it is a funny one. Four laid-back guys
from Louisiana and one from Tennessee form Middle Tennessee's finest Tony Danza-ian

metal band.

| had the chance to reminisce with guitarist Brad Thompson about a band | was never
part of, while he discussed the past and promise of Tony Danza Tapdance Extravaganza.
| pelted him with individually unrelated questions and he had an answer for everyone.

Joe Freisinger: First off, what's up with the
name?

Brad Thompson: Basically, when we had
thought of a name for the band, being a metal
band, we didn't want something that [was] omi-
nous and dark for no reason. We wanted some-
thing comical. We came up with that and it
made us laugh

JF: How long have you guys been playing
together?

BT: As Tony Danza Tapdance Extravaganza — a
little over a year.

JF: Where did you all get your start?

BT: All of us, minus Jessie [Freeland, the lead
singer], were originally from Monroe, Louisiana.

JF: Who are your influences?

BT: We run the gamut from Dillinger Escape
Plan, Messhuggah, weird things like ‘80s songs,
Syopus, living sacrifice. There are countless
[influences], really.

JF: How would you characterize your style?

BT: We always get the term math-metal thrown
at us, which yes, it is technical. When | think of
that [word], | think of bands like Dillinger Escape
Plan and Syopus. It's a technicality. There's no
groove. While those bands are amazing and |
love those bands, we wanted to be more
groove-based.

JF: How does your singer keep from losing his
voice?

BT: | can't speak for him, but | know he's never
had any problems. He does warm-up exercises,
because he knows he's going to be extreme
later.

JF: Some of your songs seem to go from total
chaos to totally smooth melodies. How do you
deal with the changes?

BT: That's the way that Layne Meylain, the other
guitar player, writes. We try to make it the
biggest bang for your buck and for ourselves.
We like to not stay one-dimensional. So it can be
very chaotic at times, but there's some kind of
underlying melody.

JF: Where are your next shows?

BT: We are playing in Winston-Salem at the
New Linea Art center in North Carolina. We've
never been there before, so we're really excited.
Saturday, we're playing a benefit show at The
Muse with a bunch of other local bands.

JF: Where is the band going creatively in the
next five years?

BT: The two new songs that we wrote that will
be out later in the year definitely are getting
heavier and more chaotic. But, at the same time,
[they] have a weird southern kind of vibe. But
we're not taking away from what we’'ve done in
the past. We're keeping that and adding. %
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Ambient noise
mars Melvins’ CD

By Andrew Young

The Melvins will be play-
ing at the Exit/ln on Sept.
30 with opening act Trevor
Dunn's Trio Convulsant to
support their latest album,
Pigs of the Roman Empire.
The 18th album from the
fathers of grunge is a col-
laboration with ambient
noise pioneer — Lustmord -
the band'’s latest attempt to
broaden their sonic palette
beyond the Sabbath-
inspired riffage they have
recycled for the past 18
years.

Only three of the album'’s
nine tracks resemble the
Melvins' trademark sludge.
“The Bloated Pope” is the
most straightforward, clas-
sic Melvins song on the
album. “Pink Bat” and
“Safety Third"” are the most
interesting, combining the
Melvins' music  with
Lustmord’'s effect-laden
production and snatches of
ambient noise.

Much of the remaining
tracks on Pigs are ambient,
spooky and often meander-
ing electronic noise pieces

The Melvins
‘Pigs of the Roman
Empire’
Ipecac
Released Aug. 19

* %

(out of four stars)

that sound out of place on a
Melvins record. Nowhere is
this pretense more appar-
ent than on the 22-minute
title track, an -excerpt of
which the Melvins are per-
forming live on their latest
tour.

While Melvins fans will
enjoy at least some of the
songs on Pigs, it can only
be recommended for hard-
core fans. A second
Melvins collaboration with
Jello Biafra is due later this
year, and word has it that
Jello has been appearing on
stage with the Melvins on
their most recent dates. &

Continued from Metallica, page 3

retrospect, the only unsat-
isfactory aspect of the film
is its running time.
Berlinger and Sinofsky
managed to edit their docu-
mentary down from a
whopping 1,600 hours of
film to a finished two-hour,
20-minute cut. They could
have afforded to trim it
down another half-hour, but
the audience will mostly be
pleased with the final prod-
uct.

For the Metallica die-
hards, Some Kind of

Go AND VOTE! FOR THE BEST

Monster is intercut with
grainy footage of the band
in classic performances, a
behind-the-scenes look at
the creation of the St
Anger album and even an
audition reel from the
search for current bassist,
Robert Trujillo. For the casu-
al viewer, however, Some
Kind of Monster is a sur-
prisingly intimate rocku-
mentary that anyone who is
struggling in a dysfunction-
al family can relate to. %

N THE ‘BoRro!

Another season of Blue Raider football
and more convenient banking?

Let’s party!

Help us get the Blue Raiders ready for their season opener as we celebrate an
opener of our own: our newest Murfreesboro Financial Center at — Cason Lane.
Stop by to enjoy hotdogs and soft drinks with visits from MTSU'’s cheerleading
squad, pep-band, and your favorite mascot, Lightning! You could even win
tickets to the game. Then join us at the game as the Blue Raiders take on
Florida Atlantic in Operation: Full House |1,

Grand Opening Tailgate Party
154 Cason Lane
‘Friday, September 17, 1 to 6 pm
Saturday, September 18, 9 am to 1 pm.

All Things Financial. EFIRSTTENNESSEE
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\ Monday, Sept. 20
Thursday, Sept. 16 « Heidi Basgall, Chris Hennessey with D-Tox at 3rd & Lindsley, 6:30

* Moon Taxi, RAQ at Windows, 10 p.m., $8 p.m.

« Ditch Lillies, Ivalee at Bluesboro, 7 p.m., $6 « A Night of Hip-hop at Wall Street, 9:30 p.m.

# Concert for Kerry at 3rd & Lindsley, 8 p.m. * VHS or Beta at the Exi/In, 9 p.m. J

Friday, Sept. 17

# Zenphonic, Oceana, Mac Gayden at Mercy
Lounge, 9 p.m., $10

» Jeff Austin, Chris Castino at Windows, 9 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 18

wlucy’s Record Shop Concert at The Belcourt,

Feable Weiner 00N - midnight, $6-8

* Down the Line at Exit/In, 9 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 21
* Nick Lowe at The Belcourt, 8 p.m,, $7.25

«The John Butler Trio at 3rd & Lindsley, 9 p.m.

» Billy Block’s Western Beat at Exit/In, 9 p.m.

» Popular Genius, Rich Creamy Pain at W274, 8:30 p.m.

[ﬂash] #Feable Weiner, the Black Soul Choir, Casio Wednesday, Sept. 22
« Whild Peach at Exit/In, 10 p.m., $12
%  [flash] pick of the week Sunday, Sept. 19 * Quarter to Nine and Plan A at The Boro, 10 p.m.

* Wilco, Joseph Arthur at Uptown Mix, 10 p.m., $10
« Tony Furtado, Darrell Scott at The Mercy Lounge, 9 p.m,, $8

«The Von Bondies at Exit/In, 9 p.m,, $13

b

a4 23 24 25 | 26 27 28 zﬁ
Sound Tribe Sector 9 | Tight Phantomz at The | Sham Battle at Exit/In Trainwreck at 12th & Kings X at Exit/In Dan Bem at The Mercy | Cutthroat Junction,
at Exit/In Red Rose VCSB at The Boro Porter Daybreak, Kingbilly at Lounge Miles of Clear
Carolina Ave., Hot Hands Up at Wall Good Paper at Tift Merit at 3rd & 3rd & Lindsley Ten Mile Drive, Sandra June at The Boro
Rocks at The Street Windows Lindsley McCracken at 3rd Secret Machines at
Boro Tre Chicas at 3rd & Hurts to Laugh at [fiash] Showease at & Lindsley Exit/In
Lindsley Springwater The Red Rose J

- Grimey’s Top Sellers WMTS Playlist )
. Bjork Medulla . Various Artists Future Soundtrack For America
. Steve Earle The Revolution Starts Now . Rilo Kiley More Adventurous

. Tift Merritt Tambourine . Interpol Radio EP

. Guided By Voices Half Smiles of the Decomposed . Fiery Furnaces Blueberry Boat
_Trent Dabbs Quite Often . Guided By Voices Half Smiles of the Decomposed

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6. Various Artists The Garden State soundtrack €73- Rogers Sisters Three Fingers WWW isidelines
. 8
9 9
“ 1

. Ambulance LTD Ambulance LTD . Bjork Medulla Ly
. The Libertines The Libertines . Clinic Winchester Cathedral www.mtsusidelines.com

. Rilo Kiley More Adventurous - Good Life Album of the Year www.mtsusidelines.com
0. Drive-By Truckers The Dirty South 0. The Hives Tyrannosaurus Hives www.mtsusidelines.com

Compiled by Jason Jones, WMTS-FM 88.3 music g --.mtsus!delfnes.com
director WMTS is MTSU's student-run radio station. www.mtsusidelines.com

J www.mtsusidelines.com
www.mtsusidelines.com
www.mtsusidelines.com
1. The BoDeans”If It Makes You Happy” www.mtsusidelines.com
2. Carbon Leaf “Life Less Ordinary” [ﬂaSh] mtsusidelin m
3 WWW. US, e . es.co

4. Bruce Hornsby “Gonna Be Some Changes Made” www.mtsusidelines.com
5. John Mellencamp “Walk Tall” www.mtsusidelines.com
6. Ozomatli “(Who Discovered) America” Joey HOOd 2
7
8
9
1

Compiled by Grimey's Record Shop owner Doyle Davis.
Grimey's is located at 1604 Eighth Ave. South in Nashville.
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\

WRLT Playlist

Jamie Cullum “All At Sea”

Rachel Yamagata “"Worn Me Down” Marie Patrick www.mtsusidelines.com

Finger Eleven “One Thing” 8
The Finn Brothers “"Won't Give In" Editors 3
0. Norah Jones “What Am | To You" Brandon Morrison
Compiled by Keith Coes, WRLT-FM 100.1 music Designer
director. WRLT Lightning 100 is Nashville’s progressive

\rad/o station J
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