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INSIDE 
Band of the 

week 

A group of students 
formed a country/rock 
group by the name of 

Ribbonpigeon. 

FEATURES, 6 

OPINIONS 

Inequalities 
in education 

still exist 
The vast disparities within 
Chicago's public educa- 
tion need to addressed. 

OPINIONS, 5 

Check out this 
week's comics. 

OPINIONS, 5 

SPORTS 

Another ACC 
foe comes to 

Floyd Stadium 
For just the second time, 
a team from the Atlantic 
Coast Conference visits 

Murfreesboro. 

SPORTS, 8 

COMMUTE 

Alumni Drive from Greek 
Row to Blue Raider Drive 

will be closed this week for 
final surface paving. 

Alumni Drive from Blue 
Raider Drive to Friendship 

Street will be closed for 
the fall semester for road 

improvements. 

With the closing of Alumni, 
there will be no access 

to the Library parking lot. 
During the construction 
period, the northern part 
of the parking lot by the 
Honors Building will be 
changed from green to 

white. The southern end 
of the lot by Ezell Hall will 
remain green for students. 

You will not be able to 
access the campus via 

Womack Lane. 

For more information, visit 
www.mtsu.edu/-parking 

Photo By Alex Blackwelder, Photography Editor 
Student volunteer Rachael Chartton (left) laughs with evacuees Shawn Mason (middle) and David Maron (right), both from New Orleans, In the Recreation Center. 

Disaster shelter helps hundreds 
By TIFFANY GIBSON 
Campus News Editor 

The Recreation Center 
gymnasium is closed until 
further notice to serve as a 
disaster shelter for over 450 
Hurricane Gustav evacuees. 

Over the holiday weekend, 
evacuees from Louisiana and 
various affected states ar- 
rived at MTSU to stay at the 
Rec Center on cots. The Red 
Cross employees and volun- 
teers provided clothing and 
food for those displaced. 

"I am pleased we can pro- 
vide assistance to reduce the 
stress and issues these people 
are dealing with," said Presi- 
dent Sidney McPhee. "The 
Red Cross, faculty and staff, 
students and other organiza- 
tions are doing a wonderful 
job helping." 

ARAMARK provided food 
for the victims on Sunday 

and Monday. 
"We served 350 people for 

lunch on Sunday and 510 
people for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner on Monday," 
said Brett Muller, assistant 
food service director. 

In addition to offer- 
ing food for the evacuees, 
Muller said several manag- 
ers and employees working 
in McCallie Dining Hall 
assisted in serving meals 
for the victims. 

The Tennessee Baptist 
Association and First Har- 
vest Food Bank will sup- 
ply meals for the evacuees 
throughout their stay. 

Student volunteers are also 
lending a hand with food by 
contributing food, serving 
evacuees during meals and 
answering any questions or 
concerns evacuees may have 
about the area. 

"These people are in need 

Photo By Alex Blackwelder. Photography Editor 

Edgard Izagulrre sets up for math, 

and they came up here with 
nothing. They have been 
pulled from their homes 
for the second time in three 
years," said Gary Ferguson, 
MTSU graduate student and 
volunteer.   "It's   important 

writing and arts and craft sessions for children of evacuees. 

to volunteer and be here for 
them and make sure their 
stay is as comfortable as pos- 
sible. They are our guests." 

Ferguson said that volun- 
teers began setting up cots 
over the holiday weekend in 

order to prepare for the evac- 
uees' arrivals. 

"It was a little shaky at first 
because we didn't have quite 
enough blankets, but corpo- 
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Students save 
at Sam's Club 
By FAITH FRANKLIN 
Assistant News Editor 

Sam's Club is offering stu- 
dents a solution to help im- 
prove their grades in home 
economics and finance with 
a membership to their local 
Sam's Club. 

Students can obtain a year- 
long Sam's Club Collegiate 
Membership for $40 and re- 
ceive a $15 gift card toward 
their first purchase. 

"Sam's Club thought that 
[the membership] would be 
very beneficial to college stu- 
dents, considering all of the 
benefits that are available to 
club members," said Betty 
Zapata, Murfreesboro Sam's 
Club marketing manager. 

Each Collegiate Member- 
ship comes with a compli- 
mentary add-on card, for 
roommates or housemates 
to share the shopping duties 
as well as savings. 

According to Zapata, if 
a student has two or three 
roommates, he or she can 
buy items in bulk and avoid 
spending as much  money 

throughout the school year. 
"Sam's helps students 

make the most of their bud- 
gets," Zapata said. "College 
students who live tighter will 
benefit from the member- 
ship." 

Sam's Club offers its mem- 
bers a variety of goods and 
services at a discounted 
price. 

"We want students to 
know the great benefits we 
offer when they become a 
Sam's Club member," said 
Gerri Livingston, Murfrees- 
boro Sam's Club Manager. 

Students will have an op- 
portunity to purchase elec- 
tronics, dorm room neces- 
sities, food cleaning supplies 
and appliances. 

"Not only do we offer 
items in bulk, but we also of- 
fer clothing and apparel, pa- 
per goods, electronic items 

. and groceries," Zapata said. 
Outside of merchandise, 

Sam's Club also offers gas to 
its club members. 

"As a member, students 
will also receive the benefit 
of Sam's Club gas," Livings- 
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Community members shop at the 

ton said. 
Recently, Sam's Club com- 

missioned research firm 
Russell Research to conduct 
a survey this past June. 

According to the survey, 89 
percent of Americans "note 
a shift in back-to-college 
priorities given the current 
economic conditions." 

The survey's findings in- 
dicate that there is a concern 
about covering tuition costs 
as well as food and bever- 
ages. 

Sam's Club is offering a so- 
lution that provides students 
value and savings for this 

Sam's Club In Murfreesboro. 

school year and beyond. 
"Students should know 

about the value that Sam's 
Club has, and how that great 
value will save them money," 
said Livingston. 

The survey also found that 
85 percent of Americans 
agree that college students 
can increase savings by 
shopping at a one-stop shop 
or warehouse retailer. 

Students are eligible for the 
Sam's Club Collegiate Mem- 
bership as long as they are in 
school every year when they 
renew their membership. 

Blackman 
High hosts 
voter drive 
By BYRON WILKES 
Community News Editor 

Blackman High School 
held the first student-spon- 
sored voter registration drive 
in Rutherford County on Au- 
gust 29. 

The BHS Student Govern- 
ment devised the idea to pro- 
vide unregistered pupils older 
than 18 as well as faculty and 
staff members a convenient 
location, time and place to 
register. 

"We actually talked about 
registering voters that were 
too busy to get out or just 
didn't know the process," 
said BHS Student Govern- 
ment President Terry Nowell. 
"This is a very historic elec- 
tion, and we want everybody 
informed, excited and regis- 
tered." 

The registration drive took 
place in the BHS cafeteria and 
directly outside the school 
during lunch period. 

VOTE, PAGE 3 
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CRIME BRIEFS 
Aug. 27,10:14 a.m. 

Assault 

Bell Street Lot 

Starlette Custer was charged with 

Aggravated assault 

Aug. 27, 7:15 p.m. 
Theft 

Murphy Center 

Subject said that her purse was 
stolen from her classroom. 

Aug. 28,8:59 p.m. 

Theft 

Keathley University Center Grill 

Subject said their cell phone had 

been stolen. 

Aug. 28, 9:58 p.m. 

Theft 

Mass Communication BLDG 

Subject said his bicycle was stolen. 

Aug. 28,11:09 p.m. 

Weapon 

Recreation Center 

Acue Wicks was:arrested and 
charged with simple possession 

of marijuana and*possession of a 

weapon on school property. 

Aug. 28,11:09 p.m. 

Weapon 

Recreation Center 

Corby Stokes was arrested and 

charged with possession of a 

weapon on school property. 

Aug. 29,1:01 a.m. 
Sex Offenses   ' 
Sigma Nu House-Greek Row 

Charles S Crews and Andrew 

Hohwald were arrested for indecent 

exposure and underage consump- 

tion. Crews was charged with 

criminal impersonation 

Aug. 29,1:25 a.m. 

Vandalism 

Greek Row 

Subjects' vehicle was vandalized 

the previous day. 

Aug. 29, 6:30 a.m. 

Vandalism 

Bell Street Lot 

Grounds supervisor reported   . 

someone drove through the faice 

f   .. 

at Campus School Playgrounds. 

Aug. 29,10:12 a.m. 

Miscellaneous 

Womack Lane Apt. G 

Housing requesting an officer to be 

present for a welfare check. 

Aug. 30,12:46 a.m. 

Alcohol 

Scarlett Commons, Apt. 1 

Stephanie Lewis. Kayla Henry and 

Jaclyn Wakefield were cited for 

underage consumption. 

Aug. 30,10:37 a.m. 

Vagrancy 

MTSU Campus 

Charles Springer was arrested for 

criminal trespassing 

Aug. 30, 3:42 p.m. 

Vandalism 

Greek Row 
Subject came in and said his 

vehicle had been vandalized on 

Greek Row 

Aug. 31, 5:27 a.m. 

Suspicious Person(s) 

Sigma Nu House-Greek Row 

Olliver Teston was cited for criminal 
trespassing and vandalism over 

$500. 

Aug. 31, 8:02 p.m. 

Burglary 

Scarlett Commons Apt. 3 

Subject advised police that two 

iPods were stolen from the apart- 

ment. 

Sept. 1,11:45 a.m. 

Theft 

Recreation Center 

Theft report said that around $580 

was taken. 

Sept. 2,12:32 a.m. 

Theft 

Cope Administration BLDG. 

Complainant said she was walk- 

ing near the Cope building and a 

W/M with a dark heavy beard on a 

bicycle rode by and bumped into 

her and then realized her wallet 

was missing. 

Campus and Community events 
Iron Man 
Sept. 5 
The KUC Theater will be 
having its last showings of 
Iron Man at 7 p.m. and again 
at 10 p.m. Admission is $2. 

Main Street's Friday Night 
Live Concert Series 

Sept. 5 
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Held on the Public Square in 
Downtown Murfreesboro. 
Free Admission 
Bring your lawn chair. 

Pedaling Into the Past: 
Bicycle Tour of the Stones 

River National Battlefield 
Sept. 6 

Held at the Stones River 

National Battlefield, 3501 
Old Nashville Highway, 
Murfreesboro. 
Tour begins at 9 a.m. at the 
park visitor center. 

MTSU Police Dept, 1412 E. 
Main Street RAD — Rape 
Aggressive Defense System. 
Sept. 4, 11,18 and Oct. 2,9,16 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

For more information, call 

David Smith in Public Safety 

at 615-692-2424. 
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terest among the students as 
a whole," said Justin Smith, 
BHS English teacher. "Their 
efforts were really impres- 
sive in pulling all of this to- 
gether." 

The idea to do the voter 
registration drive came from 
BHS sophomore Elizabeth 
Ortlieb, who is also a mem- 
ber of the Student Govern- 
ment. 

"I just sort of came up with 
the idea after I went to De- 
clareyourself.com in May," 
Ortlieb said. "I think its re- 
ally important for the future 
of our country." 

Declare Yourself is a non- 
partisan nonprofit campaign 

to encourage young voters 
to practice their democratic 
rights. 

"I thought it would be a 
great idea to hold a registra- 
tion drive similar to what 
Declare Yourself was doing, 
but independently," Ortlieb 
said. 

The registration drive is 
the last in a series of pro- 
grams concerning the 2008 
presidential election, and 
included a mock presidential 
debate in which representa- 
tives from both the McCain 
and Obama camps came to 
the school and spoke in front 
of the student body. 

"The Student Government 
was grabbing questions in 
the aisle from students, and 
I was just impressed by the 

quality of the questions being 
asked," Smith said. "It really 
shows that the students are 
interested in this election." 

According to Nowell, most 
of the work included keeping 
up with contacts and making 
appointments with them. 

"We are extremely thank- 
ful to the Rutherford County 
Democratic and Republican 
Party headquarters here in 
Murfreesboro," Nowell said. 

In the United States, only 
roughly 50 percent of the eli- 
gible population votes in the 
presidential elections. Un- 
registered voters may regis- 
ter at the Rutherford County 
Election Commission Office 
at One Public Square South 
across from the Rutherford 
County Courthouse. 

Global Warming...YES... 
But there is much more! 

A Polar Shift is in the Making 
What arc the consequences for all of us in terms 
of reincarnation? You will see a 20 minute \ideo 

presentation thai will show you what the scientists 

already know... and what the Spirit of God has 

revealed to mankind 30 years ago. What can we 
do to prepare for the coming times? 
A polar shift and rum it will affect Reincarnation 

is the topic. 

Doubletree Hotel Murfreesboro" 
Room B 

1850 Old Fort Parkway • Murfreesboro. TN 
Saturday. September 13,2008 @ 2:00 p.m. 

s. 770-624-4230 / 

1.800.846.2691 

SEMINAR 
FREE ADMISSION 
into,/ universal-spirit.org 

2008-09 Student Health Insurance Plans 
Developed for the Middle Tennessee State University Students 

Approved by The Tennessee Board of Regents 
Student Insurance Committee 

Features include: 

/ Covered charges at the Student Health Center paid at 100% with no deductible 
^ Coverage for inpatient and outpatient hospital expense such as surgery, physician's 

visits, diagnostic testing, prescriptions and other services 
•* Coverage. 80% in PPO & 60% Non-PPO, $100,000 maximum benefit 

/ Discount Prescription, Dental & Vision Plans included 
/ Reasonable premiums - see brochure and enrollment form for payment options: 

annually, semi-annually. semesterty or a nine payment option is available 

Brochures & Enrollment Forms available at the: 

> MTSU Student Health Center 

> www.hbcstudent.com or calling 1-800-463-2317 

> on-line enrollment at www gmsouthwest com 

This insurance plan does have certain limitations and exclusions For complete detail see policy on die at the 
Tennessee Boaid of Regents 

THURSDAY, September 4, 2008   SIDELINES 3 

Music and school spirit unite 
By FAITH FRANKLIN 
Assistant News Editor 

Main Street will continue 
to host its Friday Night Con- 
cert Series with a communi- 
ty-wide pep rally for MTSU'S 
Blue Raider's foothall team as 
they prepare to play Mary- 
land Saturday. 

The concert will be held on 
Sept. 5 and will feature The 
Boomers, who will perform 
their style of American blues 
and rock. 

The free concert will be 
held at the publ ic square from 
6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.. 

Main Street's Friday Night 
Live Concert Series is a way 
to promote the Downtown 
Square and community. 

"I think that [the series] 
is a really great opportunity 
to embrace the commu- 
nity while supporting the 
local venues and society," 
said Nikki luliano, assistant 
manager of MTSU athletic 
communications. 

The pep rally will fea- 
ture MTSU'S Lightning, 
the MTSU cheerleaders and 
band. 

"Friday Night Live and 
downtown Murfreesboro is 
an ideal venue for celebrating 
our football team," said Rich- 
ard Gabel, executive director 
of Main Street Murfreesboro 
and Rutherford County. 

This Friday is also a way 
to celebrate "the return of 
MTSU students to Murfrees- 

Phoio Courtesy of Kathleen Herzog. event coordinator for Main Street. 
The Boomers prepare to rock out on the Main Street square. 

boro, and showcasing our 
community spirit," Gabel 
said. 

Main Street Murfreesboro 
is a non-profit organization 
committed to maintaining, 
enhancing and promoting 
the historic downtown as the 
heart of the community. 

The Boomers have per- 
formed around the United 
Sates and feature a harmon- 
ica, keyboard, guitar and 
drums. Concertgoers can en- 
joy the flavor of ZZ Top, the 
Allman Brothers and B.B. 
King. 

The performances for the 
series are typically "from 
all around the board," said 
Kathleen Herzog, event co- 
ordinator for Main Street 
Murfreesboro and Ruther- 
ford County. 

The series has featured 
swing bands, country music, 
blues and rock. Last months 

perfumers performed songs 
from Motown, Gladys Knight 
and Beyonce'. 

Last month's concert was 
widely attended and Herzog 
said this Friday night's con- 
cert will have several thou- 
sand people in attendance. 

"The turnout has been 
huge this year," Herzog said. 
"We had to close the streets 
last month." 

Concertgoers are encour- 
aged to wear MTSU blue to 
receive special savings from 
participating restaurants and 
retail stores downtown. 

Participating stores will 
have a blue decal in the 
store's window indicating its 
participation. 

Concertgoers should bring 
their own lawn chairs for 
seating. 

For additional informa- 
tion, Main Street may be 
contacted at 615.895.1887. 
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Palin pregnancy issue should be private 
By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 

Sen. John McCain's sur- 
prise choice of Palin made 
headlines a few days earlier, 
the revelation of her daugh- 
ter's pregnancy has sent shock 
waves across the political 
landscape — and spawned 
countless Web references to 
"Juno from Juneau," a play 
on the name of last year's 
popular movie about a preg- 
nant teen. 

But what do voters really 
think? Will the pregnancy re- 
flect negatively on Palin or on 
the man who chose her? Or 
will Palin's predicament in- 
stead humanize her and draw 
some sympathy votes? 

Interviews across the coun- 
try by The Associated Press 
on Tuesday found many said 

it should be a private matter. 
Yet some of these same peo- 
ple wondered whether Pa- 
lin could be an effective vice 
president and deal with the 
obligations ot parenting both 
her own and her children's 
children. 

Back when teen star lamic 
Lynn Spears revealed she was 
pregnant at 16. chatter cen- 
tered on her mother — more 
famous for her older daugh- 
ter, Britney — and whether 
she was somehow to blame. 

But in Palin's case, voters of 
all political stripes expressed 
the view that parental guid- 
ance only goes so far. 

"As a parent, you cannot be 
totally responsible for your 
child," said Kurt Farrell, a 
71-year-old Atlanta resident. 
"This is not a crime, and it 
doesn't mean she did not do 

her job. You can't guide your 
child 100 percent."' 

The story, he said, is simply 
"not our business." 

Farrell, who is original 
ly from Trinidad and is a 
staunch Barack Obama sup- 
porter, added he was certain 
Obama wouldn't use Palin's 
personal situation to gain 
political leverage, and indeed 
Obama has said forcefully 
that he believes candidates' 
children are oil limits. 

But one supportei of the 
Illinois senator fell the in- 
formation was fair game. 
"It gives you insight about 
her," said  loaned  Williams, 
a  37-year-old  high  school 
teacher from Halinvillc, la., 
who fled  Hurricane Gustav 
and was visiting relatives in 
Atlanta. 

"What  I keep asking my- 

self is, if you can't take care 
of your own household, how 
can you take care of the na- 
tion," said Williams. "If she 
is so strong on conservative 
values why wasn't she able to 
get that through at home? My 
mother raised seven daugh- 
ters. ... None of us came home 
pregnant." 

Others expressed the view 
that the pregnancy says more 
about McCain than Palin. 
Though his campaign said 
he knew about the pregnancy 
beforehand, questions persist 
about how thoroughly Mc- 
Cain vetted the candidate and 
how much  interaction  they 
had before he announced the 
surprise selection last Friday. 

And the question is an im- 
portant one, said political 
scholar Steven Cohen, be- 
cause the choice ot a running 

mate is a candidate's first ma- 
jor presidential decision. 

Whereas Obama appeared 
to take the long road to select- 
ing a Vice President, naming 
a committee that included 
Caroline Kennedy, McCain 
by contrast "appears like he 
was a student cramming at 
the last minute for an exam," 
Cohen said, a professor of 
public administration at Co- 
lumbia University. 

Wendell Eubanks, a 
46-year-old pastor from Chi- 
cago, had his doubts about 
Palin. "If I'm running for of- 
fice, I have to lead by exam- 
ple," Eubanks said, a Demo- 
crat who has a Sunday gospel 
show on the radio. "How can 
you lead the country, if you 
can't lead your own family?" 
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rate partners in the com- 
munity gave us blankets and 
sheets," Ferguson said. 

"It's really great so far, and 
the student volunteers have 
been taking good care of me," 
said Shawn Mason, New Or- 
leans native. 

Edgard Izaguirre, junior 
marketing and public rela- 
tions major and volunteer, 
came up with the idea to cre- 
ate math, English, art and 
story time sessions for the 
children. 

"It breaks my heart know- 
ing that they don't have an 
education right now," Izagu- 
irre said. "They are just sit- 
ting around waiting with 
their parents, and by having 
art class, math, writing and 
story time sessions, it will give 
them a chance to stimulate 
their minds and help them 
focus on the key ingredient in 
life, which is education." 

Izaguirre said there will be 
three sessions every day. At 10 
a.m., math and writing will 
be offered. At 4:30 p.m., arts 
and crafts will be open. And 
at 8 p.m., a story time session 
will be held before the chil- 
dren go to bed. 

Community members and 
numerous organizations such 
as Alpha Delta Pi, Phi Beta 
Sigma, Alpha Tau Omega and 
the men's rugby team have 
donated supplies for these 
sessions and raised funds 
within the community. 

On Thursday, WJXA Mix 
92.9 in Nashville will team 
up with the Red Cross to 
bring free ice cream samples 
at 2 p.m. to evacuees. 

"I started out serving food, 
so I got a chance to meet ev 
eryone, especially the kids, 
who are great," said Rachael 
Charlton, senior political sci- 
ence major. "It's really like a 
family atmosphere in here 
with everybody helping each 
other." 

Overall, many evacuees 
have described MTSU as 
a clean and quiet environ- 
ment 

"It s peaceful here," said 
Ouinton Maxwell, a plumber 
from Louisiana. "That's the 
best thing about it; there's no 
violence around here." 

"I don't pray for disaster, 
but it it were to happen then 
I would make the best of it. 
And so far it is really good," 
said Chutwunelye Okoirie, 
contractor and Nigeria na 
tive. "They are giving me 
food, clothing and the space 
is really clean." 

Even though evacuees are 
receiving shelter and care, 
many of them can't help but 
worry about their houses en- 
during the tropical storms. 

"I haven't heard anything 
just yet, but I do know they 
cut the power off because 
wires were in the streets and 
posts were down," Maxwell 
said. "They did this to avoid 
anyone from getting electro- 
cuted, so they shut off the 
power in the whole city." 

Mason said that he has been 
at the Rec. Center for four 
days, but feels it's too soon to 
tell right now if his residence 
in New Orleans is still intact. 

"I'm sure they are making 
sure everything is together 
before they bring us back 
down," Mason said. "Plus 
two more storms are suppose 
to be coming." 

As of now, Dean Flever, 
spokesperson for Tennes- 
see Emergency Management 
Agency, said that the evacu- 
ees in Tennessee are currently 
in a planning stage and wait- 
ing for New Orleans to make 
an announcement allowing 
residents to come back. 

A volunteer log sheet avail- 
able in the Rec. Center for 
any students or community 
members that want to volun- 
teer their time. 

"I know if I needed help in 
this situation, then I would be 
really appreciative if people 
would help me out," Charl- 
ton said. "Once I got here and 
met the people and saw how 
appreciative and faithful they 
are, I didn't want to leave." 

HMIM 
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OPINIONS 
FROM THE 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

Palin is just 
not palatable 

On August 29, John Mc- 
Cain chose Alaskan governor 
Sarah Palin to be his running 
mate in the 2008 presidential 
election. 

McCain's choice has drawn 
much criticism from both 
sides of the political spec- 
trum, most famously that 
McCain's campaign is pull- 
ing the sexism card. It should 
come as no surprise when 
considering the coverage of 
the errant mass of unsatisfied 
Hillary supporters Republi- 
cans hope to pick up in the 
November election. 

McCain's selection of Palin 
poses more than a few prob- 
lems. 

It's no secret that McCain 
is an advocate of Bush's po- 
sition on sex education - or 
lack thereof. It's also no secret 
that Palin's daughter Bristol 
has a five-month-old bun in 
the oven. So much for that. 

To be fair to Bristol, it 
wasn't as if she really ever 
had a choice in the matter. 
In 2006, her mother affirmed 
her staunch pro-life stance by 
stating she wouldn't resort 
to abortion even if her own 
daughter was raped. 

Fortunately, fellow teen 
mother Jamie Lynn Spears 
has extended her best wishes 
and even a baby gift for Bris- 
tol. How heartwarming. 

But we have only begun to 
probe into the hornet's nest 
that is the life and times of 
Sarah Palin. 

While being hailed as a 
politician with family values 
at heart, whispers abound 
concerning Palin's youngest 
son, Trig, who was diagnosed 
prenatally with Down syn- 
drome. Many have specu- 
lated that Trig is actually the 
first son of daughter Bristol, 
as Bristol was reported to have 
been out of school for five to 
eight months to recover from 
mononucleosis, which typi- 
cally lasts anywhere from two 
weeks to three months. Eight 
months is certainly a highly 
suspect outlier in that stan- 
dard deviation. 

But no one here at Sidelines 
is accusing Palin of being a 
liar. Yes, she did laugh re- 
peatedly on air as shock jock 
radio host Bob Lester called 
Alaskan Senate president 
Lyda Green (a cancer survi- 
vor) a "bitch" and a "cancer" 
and even poked fun at Green's 
role as a mother. But we're not 
calling her a liar. Yet. 

And then there's Bristol Pa- 
lin's baby's daddy, Levi John- 
ston. A self-described "(ex- 
pletive-deleted) redneck" on 
his MySpace page, some of 
his favorite activities include 
hanging out with the boys, 
fishing, shooting some stuff 
and "just (again, expletive 
deleted) chillin." Brilliant. 

And how about Todd Pa- 
lin, the stay-at-home hockey 
coach dad who also works for 
British Petroleum? Perhaps 
the husband and wife team 
can negotiate together on 
possible future drilling in the 
tundra across the Rubicon. 

On the bright side, though, 
if McCain is elected by some 
apocalyptic turn of events, 
Palin will indeed be the first 
vice president with the ability 
to skin a moose. 

A little accountability 
Equality of education is the responsibility of all; needs 
to be supported by government and community at large 

Over 1,000 students and 
their communities protest- 
ed the educational system 
in the state of Illinois this 
week, calling into question 
an alarming trend of dis- 
crimination that continues 
to occur in schools across 
the country. 

Chicago public school 
students boycotted attend- 
ing their own schools, in- 
stead taking the bus to New 
Trier, an affluent suburb, to 
enroll there, an event that 
volunteers said was similar 
to the historic "bus boycott 
in Alabama in the 1950s." 

In a move that is arguably 
one of the largest of its kind 
in history, the children con- 
tinue their protest - one that 
sheds light on some of the 
problems facing our school 
systems today. 

The "No Child Left Be- 
hind" act was created in an 
effort to hold schools ac- 
countable - that is, to make 
sure that students are up-to- 
par on their rcadin', writin' 
and 'rithmetic. The prob- 
lem with this legislation is 
that there is no promise of 
equality on behalf of the 
government. 

The discrepancy between 
the amount of money spent 
on each student in Chicago 
and New Trier is an example 
of what is happening all over 
the country. Chicago Public 
Schools spent $11,300 per 
student last year, while New 
Trier spent $17,500. This 
expenditure often directly 
correlates with student suc- 
cess. 

Why the huge difference? 
Let's look at what New 

Trier Superintendent Linda 
Yonke had to say. My favor- 
ite was her statement that 
"many factors affect school 
performance, including 
supportive parents and 
hardworking students." 

Obviously a child who 
grows up in a low-income 
area can't possibly be hard- 
working or have support- 
ive parents who want their 
child to do well so that they 
can break the cycle of pov- 
erty. 

These parents and chil- 
dren want to have old text- 

Grammar Gal 
Schools You 
Jessica Laven 

books, apathetic teachers 
who try their best but are 
paid $10,000 less per year 
than their colleagues and 
a budget that doesn't allow 
for the extras that other, 
more affluent students, are 
afforded. 

While "No Child Left Be- 
hind" is the catchphrase of 
the decade, many people 
seem to overlook one of the 
very foundations that the 
American public education 
system is built on - FAIT. 
Free and Appropriate Pub- 
lic Education. Notice there's 
nothing in that statement 
that qualifies "appropriate" 
education based on resi- 
dence or wealth of zoned 
school district. FAPE is sup- 
posed to ensure that every 
child has access to materi- 
als, educators and environ- 
ments that are of quality. 

Students are essentially 
allowed to go to school 
wherever they choose. This 
is part of FAPE. If they don't 
feel like they're getting what 
they need at their school, 
they can change schools. 
School administrators love 
diversity - it makes them 
look really good - until they 
perceive that diversity as a 
threat to their "No Child 
Left Behind" status. 

If test scores drop, par- 
ents and the community 
get mad. If parents and the 
community get mad, ad- 
ministrators lose jobs. If 
administrators lose jobs, 
they end up at "one of those 
schools." 

True, there are admin- 
istrators who truly want 
their schools and districts 
to do well. There are those 
who are actively part of the 

classroom, making sure 
their teachers and students 
have the tools conducive to 
a successful learning envi- 
ronment. 

There is a whole other 
crop of administrators, 
though. 

The ones who simply use 
educational administration 
as a launchpad for their po- 
litical careers. 

The ones who bathe 
themselves in bureaucracy 
and the blood, sweat and 
tears of their teachers and 
students. 

The ones who are quick to 
blame everyone but them- 
selves for their failures, but 
beam with pride and ac- 
complishment at their "job 
well done" when test scores 
show improvement. 

These people are a detri- 
ment to schools, especially 
at-risk schools. Administra- 
tors who fail to foster a sup- 
portive environment are ul- 
timately giving up on their 
students and teachers. But 
who holds administrators 
accountable? 

In an ideal world, the 
community. After all, the 
community does pay their 
salaries. The problem with 
this is that, again, many 
administrators hold posi- 
tions of power. They can be 
hard to get rid of. It usually 
comes down to money. 

If enough p.irents and 
community leaders can 
band together and thicaten 
to pull their money out of 
the school district, people 
listen. Easier said than done 
for parents who can't afford 
it, though. There's that pes- 
ky ole' inequality again. 

The whole "not in my 
back yard" argument used 
by middle- to upper-class 
citizens ends up doing a 
huge disservice to the whole 
of society. 

When people pick and 
choose which of their coun- 
try's children get access to 
quality education, they ulti- 
mately agree to support an 
over-stressed public welfare 
system. They agree to pay 
for those who can't afford 
health insurance. And they 
continue the cycle of our 

country's failing to live up 
to another basic tenant of 
public education that ev- 
ery child will eventually use 
his or her knowledge in a 
way that supports the global 
economy. We're obviousK 
talking more than money 
here. We're talking about 
"the pursuit of happiness." 

Inevitably, it's thecommu- 
nities who are accustomed 
to having everything they 
need that give equality the 
cold shoulder. Yanke admits 
that "there's...no denying 
the fact that funding allows 
us to have smaller classes, a 
deep and rich curriculum 
and many extracurricular 
activities," but that seems 
to be an afterthought in 
her world, where wealthier 
parents are the supportive 
ones, and at-risk children 
don't work as hard as her 
students. 

State Sen. James Meeks 
has asked Illinois Governor 
Rod Blagojevich and the 
state legislature to support 
a program that would dis- 
tribute $120 million to four 
clusters of Chicago's most 
underfunded schools. So 
far, no promises have been 
made. 

So while Yanke's district 
continues to enrich the lives 
and futures of their stu- 
dents with advanced class- 
es, violin lessons and soccer 
games, the children of Chi- 
cago continue to wait. They 
wait to find out how much 
their futures are worth to 
the powers-that-be in Illi- 
nois' state government. 

Hopefully their elected 
body isn't full of stodgy 
suits, and is instead led by 
politicians who recognize 
that students can only be 
expected to accomplish so 
much when they are not 
given what they need to per- 
form their best in school. 

So yes, "No Child Left Be- 
hind" should be about ac- 
countability, for sure. From 
the government. 

Jessica Laven is in tin- 
graduate education 
program and can be reached 
at slopinio@mtsu.edu. 

FACES 
IN THE 
CROWD 
How long 
did it take 
you to 
park this 
morning? 

Martin 

"25 minutes." 

Rachel Martin, Sophomore 
Recording Industry 

"45 minutes." 

Allison Rose Lay, senior 
Communication Studies 

Finney 
"It took me probably 6 
minutes to park tonight but 
during the day I ride my 
bike. Parking is terrible and 
it saves on gas." 

Trevor Finney, sophomore 
Digital Animation 

Compiled by Alex Moorman 
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HOW MANY DANCE CON- 
CERTS WILL YOU ATTEND? 

onflhe fELLUSONLINf 
MTSUSIDEL!NL'3.C0M FEATURES 

DO YOU ENJOY 
ATTENDING LARGE 
MUSIC FESTIVALS? 

BASED ON VOTES FROM 
MTSUSIDELINESCOM 

The passion of 
MTSWs dancers 

mZ& 

By MADI FLOURNOr 
Contributing WHIM 

MTSU's Dance Theatre 
Compart) consists of 35 
dancers, who practice rigor- 
ously seven days a week for 
a varielv of events and eon- 
certs throughout the year. 

Kim Neal Nofsinger, ar- 
tistic director of Dance 
Theatre, has been teaching 
dance at the university level 
since 1991 and has put hard 
work into making H a pre- 
professional company. 

"1 >ance Theatre is a great 
opportunit) lo see fantastic 
work in conc< 11 inger 
say s. 

The company has a hectic 
year ahead ol them, with two 
major main-stage oncerts- 
the first, which is yel lo be 
tilled, will occui on Nov. 13, 
and the other will take place 
sometime in the spi ing. 

This ye.ii. Dance Theatre 
is developing the louring as- 
pect ol dance l>\ pei lot ming 
ai the Parthenon in Nash- 
ville. In the spi ing, M ISU 
will host the American i ol 
lege I ».UKI Petti val Rfgion 
al t ionk re net, «\ lieu ihv 
students will pcrloi in w ith 
other collegiate dancers. 

Kim Richards, semoi hl> 
e al studies major, is going 
into her sixth semester as a 
part ol the company. 

"I believe [Dance 1 heat re 
is a very sophisticated pro 
gram that allow-, all levels ol 
dance lo succeed in perfor- 
mance," Richards sa\s. 

Performers lor each con- 
cert practice twice a week 
.s well as participate in a 

company class on Saturday 
mornings. I hese weekend 

(From left to right) Jennifer Blake, senior theatre major, and Devin Hall, sophomore nutrition major, stretch together at a rehearsal 

classes change ever) week 
with guesl choreogi aphers 
i li.it gi i the dancers excited 
io actually to wake up early 
and move their bodies. 

I Ins semester, they will 
learn from the talent and ex 
pcrtisi ol guest choreogra- 
phers Ivan Pulinkala, Mari 
lo Irbej and Sara Semonis. 
Pulinkala is the director of 

Kennesaw State's 
dance        program. 

Irbc  is a  dance  instructor 
Irom   Loyola  University   in 
Chicago. Semonis is an as 
sisiant professor of dana JI 

Illinois State University. 
The students other dance 

teachers, are Marsha Baisky 
and Nancy Ammerman, as 
sistant director of Paiicc 
Theatre. All ol the pi 
sors will give theii lime .mil 
knowledge to the company 
and   other  dance   stiuUnis 

p.Hi                                     tch partmenl tries to keep dance 
week. routines   Irom   staving   the 

( helse.1   ' ii n    Ireshman same. 
biology major, is performing "The style  of dance  we 
in one i                gers puces do varies from semester to 
in ill semester,"   Nofsinger   says. 

I IK              ' lance 1 he- "T his semester, we are hav- 
.ilie Irol '              ' al mj old ing   modern    work,   ballet 
studio,  who  went   to  their work and jazz work as the 
show ,iw>.\ said il was ically genres we are working on." 
cool and the I        old;      ing I he  dancers  rehearse  in 
lil like to do,  i ray says the     Fairview     Building's 

Nols.   vi -      lhati     de- dance studio, which is al- 

most always full of dedi 
cited students who practice 
within it 

Auditions   each   year  arc 
open to all M I'SU students 
so anyone can come and try 
out. If dancing just isn't /out 
thing,   don't   feel   left   out 
lust come see the first ma 
jor concert this November 
to witness a unique pt   for 
mance that won't be found 
anvwhere else. 

COUNTRY 
+ ROCK 
+ INNOVATION 

bonpigeon 

Plmius ( ourtes) Hibiionpige,, 

(Above) The guys bust out a smile during a promotional photo shoot. 
(Top Right) Lead singer/guitarist Kent Goolsby keeps the rhythm going while lead 
guitarist Mike Burgess plays a solo. 
(Right) Members of the rhythm section, bassist Jonathan Merritt and drummer 
Blake Loftis. keep the song grooving along. 

By LAURA RAINES 
i rinintnilinti '. 

lor lead singer Kent 
Goolsby and Ins alternative- 
country band Ribbonptgeon, 
music has become as much a 
part ol lite as breathing. 

With their soulful sound 
and upbeat energy, it's easy to 
see why these intelligent and 
talented musicians are on 
the fast track to success. The 
guys of Ribbonpigeon, like all 
bands, are looking to catch a 
break in the music industry. 

The thing about them, 
though, is they stand a very 
strong chance. 

In the beginning, there 
were three members - (iools- 
hy, Blake Loftis and lonathan 
Merritt. TheymetatCookev- 
ille High School where they 
spent lour years in and out 
ol different bands that never 
seemed lo mesh. 

\v hen ii was time for col- 
lege, the three decided on 
M ISL. It was here that they 
began to collaborate as musi- 

cians. And Mm treesboro has 
a great atmosphere lor rising 
hands, and meeting others 
with the same passion for 
music. 

"Blake lived in Scarlett 
Commons with a random 
roommate who ended up be 
ing Mike (Burgess), so that's 
how we met our fourth mem 
her," says Merritt, the bands 
bassist. 

Burgess graduated v\ ith 
a recording industry de 
gree from MTSU and now 
plays lead guitar and a more 
unique instrument, lap-steel 
guitar. Today, he and Loftis 
live together. Goolsby and 
Merritt live next door, and 
this is where the self-taught 
musicians practice. 

"Luckily we have nevei 
had any noise complaints 
from the neighbors,'' Merritt 
laughs. 

So  what  about   that   odd 
namer 

RrBBONPtGEON, PAGE 7 

■i 
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Upcoming onpigeon Concerts 
Sept* 14 - The End, Nashville 

Sept* 17 - Liquid Smoke, Murfreesboro 
Sept* 26 - The 5 Spot, Nashville 

Oct* 4 - Wallstreet, Murfreesboro 
Oct. 24 - Hie 'Boro, Murfreesboro 

Nov« 8 - Hie Speakeasy, Birmingham 
Dec* 13 - Acoustic Coffee House, Johnson City 

RIBBONPIGEON 
FROM PAGE 6 

It's the stuff dreams are 
made of-literally. Gools- 
by had a dream involving a 
Nazi prison camp, a head- 
mistress and a nameplate. 
The rest, as they say, is his- 
tory. 

"The nameplate said Rib- 
bonpigeon and in my mind 
I thought, 'Oh yeah, of 
course, that's the name of 
my band,'" Goolsby says. 

RP fans may remember a 
time when the name Rib- 
bonpigeon applied to just 
one person instead of the 
whole band. 

"Kent had been writing 
acoustic songs under the 
name Ribbonpigeon for 
quite some time and we 
decided to try turning a 
few of them into full-band 
songs," Merritt says. "It 
all just fell together per- 
fectly." 

This summer proved just 
how perfect the tour are to- 
gether. 

Ribbonpigeon, along with 
a cameraman, drove up ihe 
east coast in a Yukon tor 
their four-city tour. Those 
cities were Chicago, New 
York, Boston and Wash- 
ington D.C. As their blog 
reads, they stayed with 
some amazingly gracious 
people who put them up 
for a couple of nights at a 
time. 

"We were able to do the 
tour entirely because of the 
great friends we have along 
the way who hooked us up 
with some really good local 
bands and let us crash at 
their places for the night," 
Merritt says. "It is defi- 
nitely something we could 
not have done alone." 

Along with any good road 
trip comes some amusing 
stories. One of Ribbon- 
pigeon's is an encounter 
with the NYPD. 

"In New York, we played 
in Brooklyn, and after we 
finished, this group of peo- 
ple who lived there wanted 
to take us down to the East 
River to show us the view 
of Manhattan," Merritt 
smiles as he remembers. 
"We got down there and 
after a while one of the 
guys decides, largely due to 

Makers Mark, that it would 
be a good idea to swim in 
the river. So before long, 
eight people are in the dis- 
gusting East River. Then, 
right as we are getting out, 
the NYPD shows up and 
disagrees that this was a 
good idea. So, basically, 
we all ended up with sum- 
mons from New York." 

But now that college is 
back in session, it's harder 
and more stressful for the 
guys of RP to try and or- 
ganize a tour of spectacu- 
lar magnitude. Throw in a 
job and band practice and 
you have one pretty hectic 
schedule. 

Don't think that the four 
don't have time for friends, 
even though they are very 
busy. It's a lot easier to 
hang out with your com- 
rades when your best ones 
are in your band. 

Late practices often turn 
into conversations of times 
past and dreams of the fu- 
ture. Mix in the hours of 
dedicated song composi 
lion, and you ha\c the mu 
sic that continues to keep 
tans happy. 

Recent MTSU gtaduate 
Sarah Shellman has been 
to hundreds of local shows 
over her five-year college 
career. She has seen most 
of the local talent and says 
that Ribbonpigeon is defi- 
nitely her favorite. 

"Ribbonpigeon has a dis- 
tinct originality that really 
shines on stage," Shellman 
says. 

But, like with all bands, 
people try and compare 
them with other bands. 

"Our sound has been 
compared to groups like 
Lucero and Crazy Horse 
but the best thing to do is 
listen for yourself," Merritt 
says. 

Those having never heard 
RP and would like to, and 
those diehard fans of the 
band, will have many up- 
coming chances to checkout 
the show, both locally and 
nationwide. 

Check the guys out at 
www.myspace.com/rib-.. 
bonpigeon for some sample 
listening and more infor- 
mation about one of the 
most original bands to 
come out of MTSU, Rib- 
bonpigeon. 
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FIVE GUYS 
BURGERS and FRIES 

wri COME HACK! 
ENJOV OUR FREE PEANUTS WHILE YOUR MEAL IS BEING FRESHLY PREPARE^ 

SUiflMtft 

I 
£ 
1 
o 
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GUYS .-•> 

N. Thompson Lam 

Fresh Patties 
HAND-FORMED DAILY 

Hand-Cut Fresh Fries 
FRIED IN PEANUT OIL 

Open 7 Days a Week! Store Hours: 11am-10pm 

Call In Your Order -  615-439-6047 
or Fax in Your Order 615-890-6122 

H THE OAKS SHOPPING CENTER 
;■ 536 Thompson Lane, Ste. 0 • M'boro (Across from Stein Mart) 

THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 

PRESENTS 
• • • 

MTSU brant* Extended 
S6IMMM rTOfF&M 
Evening Care for Children 
Kindergarten through fth grade 
925 E. Lytie Street 
(behind fell Street parking lot) 

(615)904-8220 
wwwuMtM.t*/~tttf Monday-Thursday 5:00-9:50 

Fee*: 
♦40.00 weekly, first eHW 
♦1J00i.Hyrlnt.WW 
♦20.00 reftf Tratmt tee 

Activities: 

art. eeta*ee, week. eet. aetlvltki 

♦20.00 weekly 
»**«♦*«! eWMren 
•12 00*»Hy. 
aaC-titna! eMMrt* 

•pedal pan and atttvltti 
paVeM ttaahan 

LEXINGTON ROAD RALLY 2008 

MTSU Blue Raiders 
vs. 

University of Kentucky Wildcats 

September 13, 2008 

ONLY $55! 
PRICE INCLUDES GAME 

TICKET, 
T-shirt, AND 

Transportation! 

DEADLINE TO SIGN UP 

September 8, 2008 
KUC 208 or Online 

Spaces are limited and are 
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE! 
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SPORTS 

Photo by ( hns KirM.ui. M.itt pholagupher 

Running back Desmond Gee (2) and the Blue Raiders are looking to earn the first home win against a team from one of the former BCS Conferences (ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, Big East, PAC 10. SEC). 

For second straight year, MT to face an ACC opponent 
By CASEY BOWMAN 
Assisiam Sports Editor 

The MT Blue Raider foot- 
ball team, for the second con- 
secutive year, will host a BCS 
caliber program from the 
ACC within the friendly con- 
fines of Floyd Stadium. 

Last year it was Virginia, 
and now MT will welcome 
the Terrapins of Maryland 
this Saturday. 

This will be the third uncl- 
ing between the two pro- 
grams. Most recently, MT fell 
to the Terrapins at College 
Park in a closely contested 

game, 24-10. Maryland holds 
a 2-0 advantage in the overall 
scries. 

M I (0-1) will look to erase 
the memory ol their season 
opening loss to the Iroy Tro- 
jans, but Head Coach Rick 
Stockst ill says his team doesn't 
fed any added pressure going 

into Saturdays contest, even 
though a win would arguably 
be the programs biggest since 
their arrival in the football 
Bowl Subdivision. 

lb me there is not," Stock- 
still said at Tuesday's press 
conference. "We want to beat 
Maryland at home Saturday 

and we wanted to beat them 
two years ago on the road. 
We don't spend a lot of time 
talking about Maryland be- 
cause, to me, it's about us. We 
have to work and focus on 
improving as individuals and 
as a team. It would be nice to 
win at home but we are not 

putting any more emphasis 
on this game or added pres- 
sure on the players because 
1 don't think that's how you 
approach it with your play- 
ers. 

Pressure aside, if the Blue 

FOOTBALL, PAGE 10 

The time for a big MT win is now 

Real Talk with 
C-Bow 
Casey Bowman 
Seasons come, and then 

they go, and every year MT 
has a chance to capture that 
elusive "signature win." 

To this point, it has been to 
no avail. 

I say no avail simply be- 
cause I don't count Vandy as a 
big time win - sorry, but they 
are on a lower level than what 
their SEC title gives them. 

But alas Blue Raider Nation 
- it's time. 

This Saturday, the Blue 
Raiders will once again have 
that chance, and\vith other 
Sun Belt schools beginning 
to get their signature wins, 
the time is now for MT to 
produce it's own. 

It's time. 
Two years ago, MT went 

into the home of the Ter- 
rapins and battled for four 
quarters against a team that 
many thought would blow 
them out. MT hung in there, 
but the bottom-line is they 
didn't get the win. 

Last year, fans were treated 
to what should have been the 
biggest win in program his- 
tory against Virginia, but that 
wasn't meant to be either. 
Last second luck has not been 
something the Blue Raiders 
have had. 

Now, however, it's time. 
Maryland will enter Floyd 

Stadium Saturday, after nar- 
rowly escaping the claws 
of the mighty Fightin' Blue 
Hens of Delaware in their 
season opening contest. 

This Saturday is MT's time. 
It's time to get that notch on 
their belt. It's time to jump 
that hurdle so this program 
can finally move forward. 

1 know that I'm tired of say- 
ing, 'Well maybe next year.' 

Photo by Chris Barsiad. staff photographer 

Danny Carmichael (44) and MT will look to stop the UM offense. 

The time is now! 
Instead of talking about 

heartbreaking defeats that 
Middle fans have come ac- 
customed to since their in- 
ception into the Football 
Bowl Subdivision (formerly 
Division la), how about we 
talk about that time when 
Middle opened a can on an 
ACC team and showed them 
some "basketball on grass." 

If this is going to happen, 
it's glaringly apparent that 
some things need to change. 

Everyone needs to forget 
about Troy - that ship has 
sailed and it's not coming 
back. 

There's no sense in dwell- 
ing on what could have been. 
MT must look at the posi- 
tives that came from the Troy 
game instead, and use it to 
their advantage. 

The passing game needs 
to pick up where it left off 
last week. MT was success- 
ful in the fourth quarter 
against Troy, when they fi- 
nally opened up the field and 
threw the ball further than 3 
yards out. 

Freshman wide outs San- 
cho McDonald and Malcolm 
Beyah were two bright spots 
against Troy, as well as soph- 
omore Wes Caldwell. If MT is 
going to win, these guys need 
the ball in their hands, and 

preferably 20-30 yards down 
the field when they do get the 
ball. 

This all, of course, will 
depend on how the running 
game shapes up. Desmond 
Gee and Phillip Tanner ac- 
counted for a combined 121 
yards on 34 carries against 
Troy, and will need just as 
much production, if not 
more, to open up the passing 
game. 

On the defensive side of 
things, the answer to a suc- 
cessful game is simple for the 
Blue Raiders - tackle. 

Troy was able to break tack- 
les left and right on the Raid- 
er defense, which in the end, 
contributed to the Trojans 
final scoring drive with the 
game winding down that put 
things out of reach for MT. 

One thing is for sure 
though; the tools are in place 
for MT. Albeit they are un- 
proven tools that haven't 
stood the test of time, the fact 
remains that this team has 
the talent to compete with 
every school on the schedule. 

The main thing in all of 
this is that, well, it's time. It's 
time to say enough is enough 
and just win. 

Casey Bowman is a senior 
journalism major. He can be 
reached at slsportsfi'mtsu.edu. 

Pholo < uurtesv ot Ml  \lhlclic ( ommunK.ition 
Sophomore forward Kelly Downs (12) and the Blue Raiders have not produced much offense. 

MT soccer having trouble taking 
advantage of scoring opportunities 
By ANDREW MCNAMARA 
< ontributing Writei 

The offense lor the M I 
women's soccer team is like 
a keyboard without a Si III 1 
or CAPS lock key. The) jusl 
can't capitalize. 

Through three games, the 
Raiders have managed two 
goals on 48 shots. 

On Sunday, the Blue Raid- 
ers lost to Belmont 1-0, de- 
spite outshooting the Bruins 
19-11 in the game. The loss, 
their second home defeat, 
drops the team to 0-1-2 on 
the season. 

Head coach Aston Rhoden 
said he was disappointed in 
his team's inability to find 
the back of the net despite 
repeated attempts. 

"That was a very dis- 
appointing game for us," 
Rhoden said. "We have so 
much ability up top, we just 
couldn't finish our chances, 
and we had our chances." 

They got their chance in 

the second hall, when MT 
outshot the Bruins 12-3, and 
freshman midfielder Laura 
Lamberth tipped a shot 
from about 35 yards out that 
just hit off the crossbar. 

Also, freshman forward 
Shan |ones had several near- 
breakaways stopped by a 
pack ot Bruin defenders ev- 
erytime she started to sec an 
opening. 

"1 think the opportuni- 
ties were created, but I didn't 
get to finish them," (ones 
said. "We all didn't play too 
well." 

The lone goal in the game 
came off a penalty kick late 
in the first half, lunior for- 
ward Annie Musacchio hit 
the shot of a lifetime from 
atop the l.X-yard box that 
bent around the four person 
wall and just off the finger- 
tips of MT goalie Kela ( a 
siplc. 

Bruins head coach Lisa 
Howe was very happy to get 
a tough road win against a 

cross-town rival. 
"We knew we might have 

limited opportunities and 
knew we needed to take ad- 
vantage when we got one," 
Howe said. "But this is one 
of the better games we have 
played this year, and the first 
half was one of the best we 
played and we're fortunate it 
came at the right time." 

On Friday, the Blue Raid- 
ers started the 2008 home 
schedule with a hard-fought 
2-1 defeat to the Vanderbilt 
Commodores at Blue Raider 
Field, their first home open- 
er loss since 2001. On Aug. 
23, the Blue Raiders tied 1-1 
with the lacksonville State 
Camecocks in lacksonville, 
Ala. 

The Blue Raiders return 
to action when they open 
the Middle Tennessee Clas- 
sic with a match against the 
Texas Tech Red Raiders. 
Kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m. 
on Fridav at Blue Raider 
field. 
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Raiders are to compete 
with Maryland, they will do 
so with a depleted lineup that 
has an abundance of injury 
issues. 

Linebackers Lonnie dem- 
ons and Andrew Harrington 
are both doubtful for Satur- 
day's contest. Defensive back 
Rod Issac is also doubtful. 

Maryland will bring in a 
talented core of wide receiv- 
ers Into Murfrcesboro Sat- 
urday, including standout 
junior Darrius Heyward-Bey, 
who caught 4 passes for 70 
yards and a touchdown in 
Maryland's week one victory 
ovci Delaware. Heyward-Bey 
also accounted for the Terps 
only other touchdown with a 
12-yard scamper. 

While the defense seems to 
be somewhat beat up for the 
Raiders, it is the offensive line 
that has taken the worst beat- 
ing of all so far. 

Saturday's game will be 
played without offensive line- 
men Chris Hawkins, Evon 
I.ettsome. and Rogeric Go- 
van. Sophomore OL Mark 
I isher, who was originally 
feared to be out until the 

Jj8gfe> LEADERS 
^fX7 

SM^ MTSU Maryland       t 
i*h i * 

Yards TD Yards TD 
Passing Passing 

Joe Craddock 200 1 Jordan Steffy 115 0 

Rushing Rushing 

Phillip Tanner 61 1 Da'Rel Scott 197 0 
Receiving Receiving 
Sancho McDonald        65 0 Darrius Howard-Bey 70 0 

Tackles Tiokltt 
Tackles Tackles 

Jeremy Kellem 7 Alex Wujclak 8 
Sacks Sacks 

Alex Suber 5 lSACK N/A 
Wes Hofacker 4 1 SACK Interceptions 

Interceptions Terrell Skinner 6 1 INT 

Ivon Hickmon 4 1 INT Kevin Barnes 3 1 INT 

midway point of the season, 
did play against Troy without 
reinjuring his shoulder, but is 
still in no shape to contribute 

on every snap for MT. 
MT's offensive line will 

have their hands full this 
weekend,   but   it   seems   as 

though the Raiders defensive 
linemen are the ones who will 
have the biggest task of all. 

Maryland    will    bring   a 

highly talented group of line- 
man including six of their 
seven top performers from 
last season. 

Stockstill knows that t 
task will be tough against tr 
veteran group. 

"I think it's going to be har 
to get to their quarterbac 
(Jordan Steffy)," Stocksti,| 
said in regards to Maryland 
offensive line. "All of the 
offensive linemen are 6-foo 
5, 330-plus pounds. They a> 
very big and very active an 
we don't have a huge ove 
powering inside guy. It wi 
be a challenge to get to th 
quarterback but hopeful! 
we can keep fighting and ba; 
tling and scrapping and fin 
away." 

Running back Phillip Tan 
ncr knows what a win coulc 
do for the Blue Raiders in thi 
contest, and seems to think 
that the close contest from 
two years ago will help thi 
Raiders gain a mental edge. 

"We look back on it know 
ing we can and we have the 
athletes and coaching staf 
There is no reason to believe 
we can't win," Tanner said. 

Saturday's game will be 
televised on CSS, and kickoff 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. 

Rockin' deals on the 
latest music phones. 
Plus, get a 19% faculty and staff discount. 
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher. 

LG Dare* 
ALL TOUCH WITH 
INTEGRATED QWERTY 

5249.99 2 yr. price-550 
mail-m rebate debit card. 
With new 2-yr. activation on 
a Nationwide Calling Plan. 

Samsung Clyde* 
THE BEST OF TOUCH 
AND QWERTY 

$7999 
$129.99 2-yr. price- S50 
mail -in rebate debit card. 
With new 2-yr. activation on 
a Nationwide Calling Plan 

NEW 
Verizon Wireless Blitz™ 
SUM SLIDER 

PACKED WITH FUN 

$99.99 2-yr. price -550 
mail-in rebate debit cart. 
WHtinew2-yr. activation. 

^Rhapsody. 
Millions of songs. One little price. 
Introducing V CAST Music with Rhapsody,' a Verizon Wireless 
Exclusive. From top artists to hidden gems, get unlimited 
access to music for your phone and   {-^m     m QQ 

" 1 monthly 
KCWS 

computer for one low monthly fee. 14! 
Switch to America's Most Reliable Wireless Network? 

Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ (899.4249) Clickverizonwireless.com/getdiscount Visit any store 
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615 832 7355 
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Cool Spnno,s Caliena 
615-771-7971 
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1152 Nashville Pike 
615 457 7800 
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223 Indian Lake Rd 
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LEBANON 
1424 W. Main St. 
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MADISON 
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MT. JULIET 
401 S.Mt Juliet Rd. 
615-773-1900 
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NASHVILLE 
4044 HiHsboro Pike 
615385-1910 

SMYRNA 
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SPORTS BRIEFS 
Hall of fame inductions Saturday 

Five new members will be inducted into the Blue Raider Hall 
of Fame before MT takes on Maryland in football Saturday. 

Kelly Holcomb (football), Joe Campbell (football), Jerry 
Beck (basketball), John D0D00 (track and field) and Paul 
Goebel (tennis) will be inducted into the hall of fame at 3:30 
p.m. at the Kennon Sports Hall of Fame Building in front of 
Floyd Stadium. 

Holcomb, Campbell, Beck, D0D00 and Goebel will join the 
97 other members of the Hall of Fame to bring the total num 
ber of inductees to 102. 

The ceremony is open to the public and will take place be 
fore the Blue Raiders take on the ACC's Maryland Terrapir 
at Floyd Stadium. 

ASU sweeps SBC awards 

Following its impressive win over Big 12 team Texas A&M 
the Arkansas State Red Wolves earned all three of the Sun Bei 
Conference Player of the Week awards. 

Quarterback Corey Leonard was named SBC Offensiw 
Player of the Week after putting up 160 yards on 15 of 28 pass 
ing with one touchdown with no interceptions and 86 rushing 
yards on the Aggies. 

The defensive nod went to linebacker Ben Owens. Owens 
finished the game with seven tackles, a fumble recovery, a 
interception and a sack. 

Kicker Josh Arauco kicked four field goals in the 18-14 w. 
to lock up the special teams award. 

MT names new Associate AD for Compliance] 

Daryl Simpson was selected as the Associate Athletic Direc 
tor of Compliance earlier this week, replacing Michael Moleta 
who now works with the NCAA Compliance Office. 

Simpson previously worked as the Assistant Athletic Direc- 
tor for Compliance at NortrwTexas, a position he held for 
past two years. 

His hiring brings him back to MT where he had served 
a graduate assistant in the MT compliance office in 2004 ?> 
2005. 

He graduated from Northern Arizona with a bachelor's a 
gree in hotel and restaurant management in 2002 before con 1 
pleting his master's degree in sports management at MT 
2005. 

"I'm really, really excited to be a part of Blue Raider athletic 
again," Simpson said. "I think it can be a smooth transitior 
and I'll be able to jump right in because of the good relation 
ship I have with people on campus from my previous experi- 
ence at Middle Tennessee." 

Four golfers named Academic Ail-Americans 

Four members of the Middle Tennessee women's golf tei£fi 
recently were recognized as Ail-American scholar recipk : 

by the National Golf Coaches Association for their academic 
and athletic performances during the 2007-08 academic ye?" 

Jamey Dillard, Taryn Durham, Clara Leathers and Leig 
Wilkins earned the prestigious honor and were selected to tl 
All-American Scholar Team after producing grade point ave. 
ages in excess of 3.5 during the academic year. 

"It's a very good honor and I'm proud of all these youni 
ladies for what they represent on and off the golf course," Mid 
die Tennessee women's coach Chris Adams said. "This is great 
praise for them for being students, as well as athletes. Golfers \ 
miss a lot of class so the demands on these players are high. It 
says a lot about them for being able to manage their acaderr 
ics and athletics, and it says a lot about our academic suppc 
staff for assisting in their needs to be successful." 

Criteria for selection to the All-American Scholar Team ar 
some of the most stringent of all college athletics. The mini 
mum cumulative GPA is 3.50 and student-athletes must hi 
competed in at least 50 percent of the regularly schedu 
competitive rounds during the year. 

The National Golf Coaches Association, founded in 19 
is a non-profit organization representing women's collegi 
golf coaches. Today, the NGCA represents nearly 500 coacii 
throughout the United States and is dedicated to educatii 
promoting and recognizing both its members and the stude 
athletes they represent. 

Information gathered from MT Athletic Communications. 
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