Super Smash Bros.: Brawl beats out past installments 5
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Lady Raiders
lose in OT

Amber Holt scores 32
points, but it's not enough
as Kentucky defeats MT
in 68-66 in overtime.
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MTSU Bivd. is closed from
Rutherford Bivd. to Blue
Raider Drive due to con-
struction. Drivers will be
able to enter the cam-
pus off Rutherford Bivd.
at Alumni Drive (newly
opened road by Greek
Row). The 4-way stop at
MTSU Bivd. will also be
closed during construc-
tion. Please follow detour

The gravel lot at the
comer of MTSU Bivd.
and Rutherford Bivd. will
also be closed during this
time. Students are recom-
mended to park in the
Rutherford Bivd. lot across
from Greek Row and ride
the shuttle.

courtesy Trey Sugg
Students raise awareness for the homeless through “Cardboard Village” by the KUC on Monday, March 24.

Helping the homeless
by raising awareness

MTSU chapter of Habitat for Humanity
spends week rallying support on campus

By BYRON WILKES
Contributing Writer

MTSU Habitat for Hu-
manity raises awareness and
money this week with its
“Habitat Week” fundraiser.

The event is being held
on the Keathley University
Center Knoll until Friday
afternoon.

Awareness of bankruptcy
by sub prime mortgaging
was one of many platforms
Habitat addressed during
their awareness and fund-
raising week.

After building homes
erected from cardboard
boxes and duct tape, mem-
bers of Habitat for Human-
ity spent the night in the
homes on Sunday and Mon-
day to raise awareness about
the homeless.

“It really shows a lot of

" devotion to the cause to

put themselves out there
like that,” said Courtney
Watson, senior journalism

major. “They’re not even
complaining about it, even
though they’re facing the
elements.”

Currently, there are 1,681
families in Murfreesboro
who live in public hous-
ing or are on a waiting list.
These habitat families are
mostly made up of the work-
ing poor and are required to
invest 400 hours into help-
ing with the construction of
their house as well as paying
a low interest fixed mort-
gage rate.

“Even if this isn’t your
issue, I hope this inspires
[people] to take action and
be constructive, regardless
of what the cause is,” said
Dean Andrews, Habitat for
Humanity member and ju-
nior political science major.
“Habitat for Humanity is a
hand up, not a hand out.”

According to Andrews,
the purpose of the card-
board village is to confront
the apathy of regular college

MTSU

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

Former Vice President Al
Gore visits MTSU with guest
speakers to discuss their ob-
servations and experiences
with the Internet on March
27 in the Keathley University
Center The-
atre.

Numer-
ous lectures
and discus-
sions  will
take place
throughout
the day as
students and
community members are en-
couraged to attend.

“This event is designed to
explore the Internet in a rap-
idly changing society,” said
Beverly Keel, director of the
Seigenthaler Chair of Excel-
“This will help us ex-
amine where we [society]| are
and what needs to be done
about it.”

[he event will begin with
Cass Sunstein, author of Re-
publican.com 2.0, who will
discuss the Internet’s effect
on Democracy and self-gov-
ernment.

Following Sunstein, John
Seigenthaler will reveal his
actual experiences with
Wikipedia in a lecture en-
titled “The Wonderful World
of Wikipedia: Sinbad, Fuzzy
Zoeller, Ann Coulter and
Me.” Throughout the speech,
Seigenthaler will discuss how
he was accused of killing
John F. Kennedy and raping
Jackie Kennedy.

In contrast to Seigentha-
ler, Jimmy Wales, creator of
Wikipedia will discuss “The
Future of The Free Culture:
Challenges, Changes and
Opportunities.”

According to Keel, the fact
that students will have the
opportunity to see both sides
ment event on the Knoll, | will be very beneficial to un-
Habitat for Humanity held | derstanding the Internet’s
a car bash on Tuesday as a | role.

After a brief intermission,
Al Gore will reveal his ob-

lL‘HLL\

life with the starkness of life
as a homeless person and
contrast the different life-
styles of similar people.

Habitat Week will also in-
clude a nine-hole miniature
golf course constructed on
the KUC Knoll, as well as a
basketball hoop game and
D] on Thursday.

After raising money and
awareness throughout the
week, members of Habitat
for Humanity will go di-
rectly to a neighborhood
home site and help with the
construction of a house on
Friday, March 28.

“Friday is more of a day
for us as the Habitat for Hu-
manity chapter,” said Adam
Brown, Habitat for Human-
ity president.

In addition to construct-
ing a home and entertain-
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hosts

Web lecture

Gore, Seigenthaler discuss
Internet issues in KUC Theater

servations about the Internet
due to his recognition, as one
of the people to predict the
success the Internet would
have. Gore will give his opin-
ion on this technology as he
addresses the topics of Inter-
net blogs and news reports.

Shortly after Gore’s lecture
on Internet blogging, Wales
and Seigenthaler will join
him for an hour-long round-
table discussion.

“It will not be a debate but
more of a conversation with
each other to discuss the In-
ternet and how it has brought
about impact,” Keel said.

Following the roundtable
discussion, a panel featuring
Sunstein; Robert Cox, Presi-
dent of Media Bloggers Asso-
ciation; Karen Dunlap, presi-
dent of The Poynter Institute;
Jonathan Landman, deputy
managing editor of The New
York Times’; and attorney
Charles Sizemore, who rep-
resented a client that filed a
lawsuit for libel and invasion
of privacy against bloggers
will be held to discuss the In-
ternet’s im-
pact on jour-
nalism.

“Thelnter-
net is noth-
ing short of a
revolution in
journalism,”
Keel said. “It
has changed the way journal-
ists do their job.”

In addition to the impact
the Internet has had on jour-
nalism, Frontline documen-
tary Growing Up Online will
be showing before a panel en-
titled “What Parents Should
Know About the Internet.”

The guests on the panel
will include Anna Benson
of Metro Nashville Public
Schools, Eric Anderson, de-
tective sergeant of Tennessee
Regional Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force,
Becky Alexander and her son,
Eldridge Alexander.

INTERNET, PAGE 2

Afroflow educates on smoklg risks

By TALIA CUNETTO
Contributing Writer

The American Cancer So-
ciety presents Afroflow Tour
to encourage tobacco cessa-
tion and cancer awareness
through influential music
and poetry courtesy of rap-
per Michael “MIKE-E” El-
lison.

Although the main pur-
pose of the Afroflow Tour
is to educate on the effects
of smoking, entertainment
and audience participation
are other goals that Ellison
strives to achieve in every
performance.

“Once I set out on my own
path, I determined very early
that I would always make the
audience a part of whatever |
do,” Ellison said.

From the second the music
started to play on March 24
on the Keathley Universitty
Center Knoll, Ellison intro-
duced vocalist Kenny Wat-
son, DJ Invisible and African

percussionist Sowandé Keita,
as students were already be-
ing incorporated into the
live show through Ellison’s
freestyle lyrics.

Less than 10 minutes into
the performance, the artists
brought the first student up
to perform.

Ellison handed the colle-
gian volunteer a tambourine
and asked her to play with
the music however she saw
fit and to pass the instru-
ment to someone else when
she got tired. Immediately,
the crowd was moving to the
beat, despite the unseason-
ably cold weather.

The musicians called up
singers and other students to
perform with them through-
out the show, showcasing
some of MTSU’s talent. El-
lison said that the artists in-
volved with Afroflow want
to break the barrier between
them and the audience.

“There are enough en-

R

Photo by Chet Overall, Contributing Photographer.
“MIKE-E” persuades students to stop smoking outside the KUC on Monday, March 24.

emies of art so if you want to  attention and participation
befriend the artist, give him of everyone who stopped to

a platform,” Ellison said. listen.
Using eye catching tech- Adam Dickson, senior
niques, Ellison soon had the electronic media commu-

¢

nication major, said that he
could not help but notice
that the crowd kept growing

TOBACCO, PAGE 3
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Professor criticizes
forgiveness in lecture

Vanderbilt philosopher speaks on Friday

By MICHAEL CANNON
Staff Writer

John J. Stuhr motivates stu-
dents to analyze viewpoints
and actions towards them-
selves during his critique on
negative consequences of for-
giveness.

Stuhr, a Vanderbilt Uni-
versity philosophy professor,
delivers his lecture “Against
Forgiveness™ at 3.30 p.m. n
room 304 of the James Union
Building on Friday.

The MTSU philosophy
department is sponsoring
Stuhr’s lecture as a part of
their annual Applied Philos
ophy Lyceum.

During the lecture, Stuhr
aims to demonstrate that,
contrary to popular belief,
our conception of forgiveness
can have profoundly negative
consequences in both our
personal lives and broader
culture.

“Forgiveness for many peo
ple is like motherhood and
apple pie, and so they may
wonder why and how anyone
would criticize forgiveness,”
Stuhr said.

In addition to lecturing,
Stuhr has written a book
about the subject of forgive-
ness.

HABITAT
FROM PAGE 1

way for students to vent their
mid-semester  frustrations
and donate money to the
homeless for the price of $5
per hit.

As a way to encourage do-
nations, an all-you-eat nacho
buffet was held in the KUC in

“I want to distinguish the
book from the huge number
of self-help books that preach
the moral, religious, politi-
cal, psycho-
logical and
medical vir-
tues of for-
giveness,”
Stuhr said.

The lec-
ture exam-
ines forgive-
from

STUHR ness
various as-
pects, including ethical, reli-
gious and legal senses, Stuhr
said. Psychological, economic
and medical focuses on for-
giveness will also be exam-
ll)cd

“The practical implications
will concern how we view
and treat ourselves, how we
view and treat people around
us, and how we view and treat
people around the world,”
Stuhr said.

Currently a professor of
philosophy and American
studies at Vanderbilt, Stuhr
}‘I 1ima l'l]\‘ resea IAL'hC.\ SL)LidI
and political philosophy, eth
ics, American philosophy,
19th and 20th century phi-
losophy and contemporary
cultural issues and problems.
to teaching, he

In addition

room 313 on Wednesday for
students and members of the
community to enjoy for $5.

Habitat Week is one of the
first major fundraising events
Habitat for Humanity has
hosted since being chartered
in 2007.

Brown said the chapter
hopes to raise an estimated
amount of $1,000 to donate

has also authored numerous
articles and books, including

“Pragmatism”,  “Postmod-
ernism” and “the Future of
Philosophy”.

One of the chief compo-
nents of philosophical work
is real world application,
Sturh said.

“The point of philosophy
is not to make theory more
practical but instead to make
practice more intelligent,”
Stuhr said, quoting American
philosopher John Dewwy.

Sturh has applied his re-
search to many concrete
issues such as mediating
dialogue between environ-
mentalists and logging com-
munities in the northwest.

In addition to working on
projects concerning democ-
racy and public media, he has
also designed programs for
diplomats on ethics and ter-
rorism.

“Non-philosophy students
should attend for the same
reasons anyone else should

to learn something, to ex-
pand their imaginations, to
gain some critical perspective
on who they are now, to sur-
prise themselves and above
all, to live better,” Stuhr said.
“All this, plus there is no quiz
afterwards.”

to the Rutherford County
Habitat for Humanity to en

sure the money goes into the
hands of the community and
those who need it.

“This week was devised in-
dependently and entirely by
the organization,” said Trey
Sugg, Habitat for Humanity
liaison and public communi-
cations director.
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Individual Leases
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2827 S. Rutherford Bivd
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615-890-9088
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Photo by David Angel, € omributing Photog syher

Students protest Iraq War

Students for a Democratic Society protested the five-year
anniversary of the invasion last Thursday, March 20.

Photo by Ryan DeBooy, Photography Editor
Courtney Cox, sophomore undeclared, protests Thursday.

what their children do on

INTERNET
FROM PAGE 1

“Parents depend on c¢hil

book and MySpace.

“As students prepare for
careers, they need to know
the Internet is public prop-

line.
As a whole, Keel said that
the Internet impacts the lives

dren to guide them through of every student she knows. erty and future employers
new technology, but have no By coming to this event she view MySpace or Facebook
clue what their children are  hopes to warn them about sites,” Keel said. “When in-
doing on the Internet,” Keel their descriptions or infor-  viting the world into your
said. “This will give them mation posted on various life, be aware of personal in-
the tools to help monitor Internet sites such as Face- formation told online.”

Back to school-do’s Bl At G U

Do get a great cut :
440K £ D €0 hegven (...and DON'TS)

9:45 a.m.- Cass Sunstein |
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10:25 a.m.- John Seigen-
| thaler
|

| 11:25 a.m.- Jimmy Wales
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VO g€l d redal manicure

| 1 p.m.- Al Gore

1:45 p.m.- Gore, Wales
and Seigenthaler

4:20 p.m.- Sunstein,

Robert Cox, Karen Dun-
| lap; Jonathan Landman,

Charles Sizemore

6 p.m.- Anna Benson,
Becky Alexander, Eric
| Anderson, Eldridge Alex-
| ander
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Student dies in wreck

STAFF REPORTS

MTSU flew flags at half
staff this past Monday in
honor of a 20-year-old stu
dent who died last week after
sustaining injuries in an au-
tomobile wreck.

Cole Andre, sophomore
congrete ”\dn.lgClnCnl l“.li(\l‘.
sustained fatal injuries after
his vehicle veered off of Ham-
ilton Drive on March 17. He
died while being transported
to Vanderbilt Medical Center
via helicopter.

An additional passenger,
Patrick Meador, 22, suffered
non-life threatening injuries
and was airlifted to Middle
Tennessee Medical Center.

Funeral for the
Michigan native were held in
Mt. Morris, Mich. on March
22. Andre is survived by his
father, mother and sister.

“He was such an outgoing

Services

person,” said Nicole Hous-
ton, Andre’s girlfriend, to The
Daily News Journal. “He loved
life. Everyone loved him and
he had so many friends.”

Andre moved to Murfrees-
boro to attend MTSU and
play ice hockey, Houston
said. She added that he would
be remembered for having a
great sense of humor.

“We always fly the flag
half-staff when a member of
the MTSU community dies,”
said Becky Garrett, coordina-
tor of University Withdraw-
als. “He was a good student.”

According to  Murfrees-
boro police, Andre’s full-size
truck hit a brick mailbox at
high speed, overturned and
struck a utility pole. The im-
pact ejected Andre from the
truck.

Debris the wreck
caused damage to two addi

from

tional vehicles.

TOBACCO
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as the event continued.

“I think [the artists] did a
good job of using music to
express what they wanted
to say,” Dickson said. “They
got a lot of attention from
passersby.”

Aside from the star qual-
ity “MIKE-E” exhibited on
the knoll, Afroflow’s real
message was not overlooked.
From the moment Ellison
shared his first poem with
the crowd, it was clear that
Afroflow had come to pro-
mote tobacco cessation.

Halfway through the per-
formance, Ellison asked
students to throw their cig-
arettes onto the knoll and
take the first step toward be-
After

coming nicotine-free.

several requests, a pack of

cigarettes was tossed at the
artist’s feet. This act was re-
warded with a hug from EI-

- —_—
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lison and a free copy of the
Afroflow album.

Others soon started to
hand over cigarettes as well,
and were each given a copy
of the album in return. El-
lison believes that he gets
through to his audiences by
putting the problem in a so-
cial, historical context.

“When [audience mem-
bers| see this as a poison
industry that was built on
the backs of slave labor and
is maintained through the
misery of economically-
challenged people, black
and white, it strikes a differ-
ent chord and it gives people
greater incentive,” Ellison
said.

By appealing to diverse
crowds, Afroflow can reach
out and shared its anti-
smoking stance with people
from many different back-
grounds. A smoker himself,
Dickson said that the per-
formance did not make him
want to stop smoking.

However, he did appre-
ciate the non-forceful way
in which the topic was ap-
proached and thought that
the show appealed to smok-
ers and nonsmokers alike.

Ellison said he is proud to
be working under a spon-
sor like the American Can-
cer Society and that he feels
good about the message it
sends to bigger name artists.
He said that he wants other
artists to feel good about
their music, their message,
and the fact that neither are
being delivered along with
alcohol or tobacco market-

ing.
This is only the second
year that Afroflow has

toured, but Ellison said it
looks like they will be on the
road for years to come.

Ellison said that he and
sponsors are strongly con-
sidering taking the tour
national next year but that
they would love to come
back to MTSU.

Veteran
alumna
returns

STAFF REPORTS

The first black woman to
serve as a combat pilot in the
U.S. military, Vernice Ar-
mour, spoke Monday night in
| the James Union Building.

' Armour, an MTSU alum-
1 na, served two tours in Iraq
| with the Marines, piloting a
;
|
|

Cobra helicopter. After in-
troductions Monday night
she burst into the Tennessee
Room collecting high fives
| while the music from the
| movie “Top Gun” played.
' Armour did not dwell on
| the challenges she faced, ei-
| ther in combat or in achiev-
. ing her dream, though only
in the last few decades have
| women gained the right to
initiate U.S. military com-
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bat.

“Acknowledge the obsta-
cle; don’t give it power” was
Armour’s mantra for the eve-
ning, as she recounted stories
from growing up in Mem-
phis. She told of her efforts
to learn to play trombone
in middle school, and remi-
nisced about her first motor-
cycle, which she bought with
student loans when tuition at
MTSU was $836.

“Prepare for your passion,”
Armour told students before
moving on to talk about her
experience as a police officer
in Nashville.

“News flash: Your mentors
aren’t always going to look
like you,” Armour said in
closing. “It’s not always who

you know — It's who knows

J you”
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raduation approach

Ing, one recording

industry student wonders, ‘what next?’

By MICHAEL STONE
Staff Writer

Brad Sanders didnt know
for sure which road he wai
ed to take when he graduated
from Lone Oak High Schoo
in Paducah, Ky
general idea.

“l was 1n a
bands in high scl

but he had

unle \
couple \
0ol IS rae

says. “Itwasthenth

41 1 disCO
ered that I'm not a songwriter
or a performel still had a
love for music, thoug

When Brad shared that 1d
with his high schoo
or four years 4 sugaest
L'(l lnm'}wh_""' | (N
industry program at Middle
lennessee State Nniversity

Working behind the music
scene sounded like a drean
job to Brad, but he wasn’t sun
if MTSU was the right
to start that dream. But al
ter weighing his options, he
knew the university was the
right choice.

“I looked at a lot of record
ing programs,” Brad savs
“Places like Belmont
Butler would have put me in
some pretty bad debt. MTS!

and

has paid for my education
in scholarships, so at lcast |
won't have creditors Jl.!\'ll}"
me when I'm homeless after
college.”

Therecording industry pro
gram at MTSU has three con
centrations: music
production and technology
and commercial songwriting

When Brad made
dacy—the process in which
50 recording students in the
fall, 50 in the spring and 15
in the summer are admitted
into the program based on
gmdcs ~he \hﬂw [‘l‘ndll\ tion
and technology as his con
centration.

“l wasn’t worried
making candidacy,” he says
“l was worried about what

business,

candi

about

happened once I got in. You
get thrown into the program
without ever touching a con
sole.”

The production and tech-
nology major stu
dents how to become record
ing engineers and gives them
a good knowledge-base about
the recording industry in

teaches

general.But Brad feels most of

the learning takes place after
college.

“MTSU has given me a
knowledge base to perform
an entry level position in the
recording industry,” he says
“But most of it is learned on
the job because there are so

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS

MTSU recording industry student Brad Sanders is working through his last stretch of classes before graduation

many  different  situations
that wont come up here al
S !]qu)l

I he that

most beneticial to Brad in get

class has been

ting that “piece

his Advanced Technology of

of paper” was

Digital Recording class with
Professor Dan Pleifer

Brad| was a :_'Juu! stu
Ple
You could tell he

md

dent and worked hard,’
Her savs
wdas thinkine wanted to
learn.

lhition

I ac ) ||()||‘,:_‘_ what

is required for class, Brad has
I)Ll n 1{\\!']‘.L(] '.'»l!'ll a record
ing-related organization, the
\udio Engineering Society
\ES is not the only organi
zation related to the u'\nhiIHL!

imdustry on NTSUS campus

student e encouraged
to toimvolved w lub
d0d o orgamzatlions onooam
pus, specifically RIN elated

Sarah s

doaden Wvise o I

students. Audio Fneimeerin

\1)\“"\‘ ASC AP, Society on

Electronic Music and Gram
my U are just some of the or
ganizations recommended

Brad savs he believes that
what Im“l\il!l:" mndust

\1(|H\ <l|' m and out
‘.’IHH:,‘,|: 1S DOWHhere
important as the connectio
made within the indu
Records
arent n the wa
SdAvs \:n!;’l, ¢ e v".

}‘h llln! \‘ i 1

thoem ||!\|l 11¢

i‘(‘n‘[“h wWantie Oob

the connections

vou them. Not e (Y

‘_‘I.h].r‘ "ll'\nmllu'nu[\
Since Brad is graduating

May, keeping in contact

'irw nn ) ot
wl‘-"n":‘ux ver tor him

try and keep in touch

1N crvone | ha met, es

e m ( \ MK \
1CWCOTTI 0 ¢ inaustry
Brad 1 cnough  credit
1011 ) 1 :|v 1)
nl | fel 1al the mort
10wl lr‘ | abtams about
|
L 1 1% Rl )
|
|
WO I
S ! \
)
| he

something

remember it and re

I“'. vlVS

Engineer
ng requires more creativily
mid subjectivity

But Brad doesn’t want that

creativity and subjectivity to

be up to him. He wants it to
be up to the musicians he re
\_lill_i\_

Bob Johnston was the mai

who recorded Bob Dvlan [

savs. “He said that all he did

put | microphones 1

front ot the band and hit r¢

cord. He just got the sound

iptured the moment
\ it | int to Jdo

\ N ceordimnmn

to Nancv Stub
r coordl
udents, the
for graduates
‘»Hx_'\( X\\‘(\,-I ).

t HMount IS more

expected,” Brad says

. But he still wonders what really comes next.

“I'm sure that figure do
include the eraduates stock

g grocerics, because il

did, it’d be a lot lower.”

Brad douvsn t have anything
fined up vet, not even stock
after

him, this
ightent

2 grocerv shelves lor

»u!l( g \ e Ul
.'niun;(l\‘llll"
know ' good at schoud,

he savs. “But ['m not so sure

n »'I)\'\!.‘| i
'rolessorn iter has conh
dence in Brad. though.
Brad she t ot of polen
| 11
1al ne sa HIC SCCms )

1 a 2ood xl\lt‘ll car and
1 good imitul grasp on the
technologics nvolved, [which
is| a very good combination.
Its too carlv 1o tell how well
Brad wall do, but in reality, it’s
I ap to hing

Perhaps, one day, we'll have
Brad or another RIM student
at MTSU to thank for the next
Bob Dylan

LOS ANGELES (AP)

— The Los Angeles Times
will conduct an internal
investigation concerning the
authenticity of documents
used in a story that implicate
associates of Sean “Diddy”
Combs in a 1994 assault on
Tupac Shakur, the editor of
the newspaper said Wednes
day.

In a story posted on the
newspaper Web site, Editor
Russ Stanton said he ordered
the review after the editon

ol the Wi b stte The \lllul\'
ine Gun told the newspapet
he had reason to doubt the
validity ot the FBI records
that were supposed to back
up the story

‘We're taking, this very
seriously and we have begun
Our own mvestigation )
Nan stllivan, a ‘i"'l“"
woman for the ne wspapel

told T he Ass ied Press

BOSTON (AP

could make tin

H'll\

n\i«l

familyv reunion: Barack
Obama is a distant cousin of
actor Brad Pitt, and Hillary
Rodham Clinton is related
to Pitt’s girlfriend, Angelina
Jolie.

Researchers at the New
England Historic Genea
logical Society found some
remarkable family conne
tions for the three presiden
tial candidates Demo
cratic rivals Obama and
C hinton, and Republican
lohn NMcCam

Clinton, who is of French
Canadian descent on her
mother’s side, is also a
distant cousin of singers
Madonna, Celine Dion and
Alanis Morissette. Obama,
the son of a white woman
from Kansas and a black
man from Kenya, can call
six U.S. presidents, including
George W. Bush, his cousins.
McCain is a sixth cousin of
first lady Laura Bush.

WASHINGTON (AP) -

['he Justice Department on
Monday approved Sirius Sat
ellite Radio Inc.'s pPropost d
$5 billion buyout of rival
XM Satellite Radio Holdings
Inc., saving the deal was un
likely to lessen competition
or harm consumers

I'he transaction was ap
proved without conditions,
despite opposition from
consumer groups and an
intense lobbying campaign
by the land-based radio
industry

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -
Justin Timberlake has made
two separate donations of
$100,000 each to the Mem
phis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum
and the Memphis Music
Foundation

I'he 27-year old area na
tive, who was in Memphis
for filming on the inde
‘[‘(‘H(i('!]{ movie “The ()PLH
Road,” presented the checks
to the two groups last week

al the muscum

¢ ) b e 5
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Janet’s
new CD
utilizes

old school
signature

BY KYMETHEA BRADEN
Contributing writer

Janet Jackson’s new album,
“Discipline,” gives listeners a
combination of her signature
sultry yet sweet sound along
with a futuristic edge.

Indeed, this CD is differ-
ent from what fans are used
to. Fortunately for Janet, dif
ferent is good.

Jackson teams up with
producers Rodney “Dark
child” Jerkins, The Dream,

Jermaine Dupri, Ne-yo and
Chris  “Tricky”
amongothers—toaccomplish
a slightly different sound.

Stewart

“Feedback,” produced by
Jerkins, is the album’s first
single, is energetic and club

ready. The digitalized beat is

reminiscent of the song “To

gether Again” from her sixth
album, “The Velvet Rope.’
Other memorable tracks

on the album are the fun and

upbeat sec “Luv”

during which she

ond singie
sings, Got
me I'm caught in a wreck I'm
a mess/ Somebodyv call the
paramedics cause/ He hit

me with his luy,” along with

the ultra-smooth Rock

With U” and the sultry bal

ad “Can’t B Good.
Although most of the

tracks on the CD are enjoy
able and memorable, some
of them are easily skipped
I'racks such as “Never
Letchu and “Greatest
X,” which are both ballads,
fade the
even after listening

OVer.

Go”
into background
to the
album numerous times. The
album also has an overabun-
dance of interludes— nine
of the 22 tracks, to be exact.
The the inter-
ludes are of Jackson carry
ing on a conversation about
her ex-boyfriend with what
seems to be a robot servant,
leaving the question: is all
this space-filler really neces-
sary?

Overall, Jackson
trip back to the basics while
creating a modern sound
with “Discipline,” illumi-
nating Jackson’s growth as
an artist and demonstrating
how her views on relation-
ships have matured. It omits
the overly sexual tracks that
her albums have had in the
past, with the exception of
the title track, “Discipline.”

This is an album that Jack-
son’s older and younger fans
alike can appreciate. The
elements that launched her
to the top—with albums like
“Control” and the sound
newer generations are accus-
tomed to with albums like
“All For You™—are present in
this CD.

majority of

takes a

Super Smash Bros. Brawl smashes

By JAMIE LOVETT
Staff Writer

Plumbers, princesses and
anthropomorphic  animals
are ready to fight to the fin-
ish in “Super Smash Bros.:
Brawl,” the latest Nintendo
blockbuster, developed by
HAL Laboratories Inc., to
arrive on the Wii.

One part multi-player
fighting game, one part
Nintendo tribute to itself,
“Brawl” pits Nintendo’s
popular franchise characters
against cach other in fast-
paced, free-for-all battles.

“Brawl” is the third game
in the Super Smash Bros. se
ries and boasts the most ex-
pansive lineup of characters
yet, including series staples
like Mario, Samus and Link,
Nintendo rookies,
Pit from “Kid Icarus” and
Kirby's dark nemesis Metak
night, and even a couple flag

such as

bearers for other companies

in Sega’s “Sonic the Hedge

hog” and Konami’s “Solid
Snake.’

[he basic game-play re
mains mostly identical to

previous series instaliments.
Up to four combatants are
chosen and sent to battle on
one of the games many stag
es, most of which are meant
to resemble a location trom a
Nintendo gam . s the
Bridge I
ch’_L'llxl "
light |
Character en iight it out,
raising their opponents “hit

Pk'l\\llhl.‘k ach blow

')

landed igher a chai

acters hit percentage gets,
the better chance that char
acter has of being knocked
off the screen for a knockout
(K.O.).

Players can choose from
three different types of
matches: “Time” matches are
contests to see who can K.O.
the most opponents within
a set time limit, “Stock”
matches are “last man stand-
ing” style affairs, and “Coin”
matches have players scram-
bling for gold that falls from
there opponents after be-
ing hit. Time limits and the
number of K.O.s a player is
allowed can be customized
from the options screen, as
well as many other features
that create a large amount of
freedom for players to chose
exactly how they want to
battle.

While going it solo, play-
ers can participate in “Clas-
sic Mode,” where they are
put through a gauntlet of
opponents in typical fight-
ing game fashion, “Event
Matches,” which offer special
circumstances and unique
situations for a player to deal
with, or the new “Subspace
Emissary” adventure mode.

In “Subspace Emissary,”
the Nintendo heroes team up
to face off against an invasion
by mysterious mechanical
creatures who have enlisted

the aid of many Nintendo
villains. The heroes must

jump from world to world to

\

feractions

of Riged by the ESRS

Photo Courtesy of lamie | ovett

Nintendo’s “Super Smash Bros.: Brawl” may have its flaws, but it doesn’t disappoint.

battle these foes and defend Uy empty
their homes. or obstac

”l\'

Emissary

story in “Subspace plavers do hight

is more than a ht mplv
tle similar to “Square-Enix ombat

franchise not

Kingdom Subspace Emuiss

JIlLl Iisnev s
combining series
without the great, but in St D

Hearts,” only

dk'}‘\h haracter  develop "';‘!u wit L Iriend
ment or dialogue. However, only to s¢ Nt 1-scenes al
[l)(

charm

Nintendo haracter mlock more of t
Manages 1N rets

} - . } ’ M
through in humorous cu il

scenes between each level the gan

['he

space

game-play Sulb
Emissary S rem
[ekken For

lekken 3.” Charac

taken straight trom Vit vl

niscent of the
mode in “
lers are
lhcHglx!m;.itmh‘: and placed to ton ( ALY 01
in a side-scrolling “beat'em  plaver teams for cor
up”
can tag along in a
fashion to how

setting. A second ;*i,'.\‘ ! Plavers 1 1008
stmitlai
Fails lagged remonle
along with Sonic in
the “L‘d}_’\'hl‘}l ) player VaVS : ontroller
.two can fight by player Il
side, but cannot advance the ‘ meCube cont
plaver one v co

screen, and onlh

dc.llh\ count against the t ( | ! remao

tal lives count
Repetitive combat

control

level design and
meant for the side-scrol

g,t’nl't' l’\L'k'}‘ this mode
shining. It takes a long tir
to ulm[‘l('h: but ther: 1o

a whole lot of variety
opponcuts plavers will fa

Some of the Stages at 'la

il randomly

ry :li’\_( )

onents ‘iu \l‘('\'d
|

1 nas been

1 bit from the
of “Super Smash
making it a bit

to keep track of what’s

oing on during the game.
I'his isn’t to say that the
1s slow. “Brawl” is still
1S Last-pa cd and tense as its

sors, leaving  play

dee ol their seats
wy struggle desper-
LO Stay on the soreen.

wddition  to

ime mechanics is the

ish Bal item.  These

AOWINE l‘.\ll\

andomiv appceai and

hichever plaver manages to

destrov it will be able to per-

orm their character’s “Final
smash ™ atiack

Final Smash™ 1s a pow

rful  finishing blow that

ilmost  always  results in
| i |
1d INVC Addimasic 1K pProp
1Dy deal o1 Icast once, or
)s ) v of T .il.l‘i‘l;'lY\
pponents. W henever ong ol
) { s 1DDCArS ONn sareen
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forward for the series but is
severely flawed in its current
form.

When playing online, play-
ers can chose to play “With
Friends” or “With Anyone.”
The former requires players
to trade “Super Smash Bros.:
Brawl” friend codes with
each other. After adding a
code to their friend list, play-
ers can then see if the player
attached to that code is on-
line when they go to enter a
match and try to join a game
with them. The friend code
system isn't nearly as in-
tuitive as an online hub like
Xbox Live, but once friend
codes are traded, connecting
“With Friends” is fairly pain-
less.

Playing “With Anyone” is
even more painless, since it
removes the need for a friend
code. Players simply enter a
“Plav Anyone” match, and
wait for their opponents to
be chosen.

Once everyone is logged in,
the battle begins. Unfortu-
nately, in order to play “With
Anyone,” players have to sac-
rifice match customization
options and are instead rel-
egated to two-minute timed
matches.

While playing against
friends over the Internet can
be a lot of fun, the lack of
leader boards, voice chat and
player profiles really hurts
the “Play Anyone” option.
It's impossible to commu-
nicate with your opponents,
and since no names are dis-
played on the screen at any
time, its impossible to find
a good opponent again, at a
later time, for a rematch.

Without any human con-
tact, playing online with
random strangers just ends
up feeling very much like
playing computer-controlled
characters.

The game’s graphics are
simple and colorful, which
fits well with a cast of char-
acters consisting mostly of
cartoon mascots. The level of
polish and detail in the char-
acter design and level back-
ground can’t compare to that
of other Wii highlights such
as “Super Mario Galaxy” and
“Metroid Prime 3,” but this
is forgivable considering that
the game runs at a never-wa-
vering 60 frames-per-second
no matter how chaotic and
cluttered the action on the
screen gets.

While some of the new
play modes in “Super Smash
Bros.: Brawl” are flawed, the
core gameplay is more fun
than ever thanks to the sub-
tle tweaks made during the
development process and the
addition of “Final Smash” at-
tacks. The online play modes
and new level editor only add
to the previous games’ al-
ready incredibly high replay
value.

‘Super  Smash  Bros.:
Brawl” will certainly have
fans of the series and new-
comers alike hooked for
months, and maybe
even years to come.

w L‘L‘k\‘

‘Leaper makes a smooth landing

ménm

Not- Nac" arily-super HF

gy 588

e

‘i By SAMANTHA EGBERS
i ( ontrtbut Write
a : Since when does a super
{  hero not get the girl
‘ In Geoffrey Wood’s novel
“Leaper,” we meet a super
hero who can never scem Lo
get the girl, or even begin to
understand the business of
being a super hero
Spun in a style reminiscent
of 90s cinema, the novel's
not-quite-superhero  James
i tells the story of his lite. He
talks in the spaces between
the inaction and misadven
ture that falls atop his shoul
der with the coming of this
new life

James is just vour ordinary

12-¢spresso-drinking barista
o R curelidoniv rsnde v

ransport l ClE Across
e and P

frving to cof vith his
NEWIHOUN DOWCT 1S New
\fl\ﬁllu .m.l ek 11}‘ (h(
preces of his caffeine-fueled
life, James finds mself at
the most mopportune time

to suddenly be able to defy

the laws of physics

Not to mention, he sounds
a hittle crazy 1t he tnes ex
plaming his situation to any
OnNg

I'\'HH;‘\ ¢eVven mor npot

tant, tf not more

is the true theme of the bool

comp clling
the loosely
kooky

istics of the

Between wrilien

novel and character

main character
vou find voursell relating 1o
-‘l‘l\il A D

'!'!l:'\ NN

scary when you begin to re-
late to his feelings of mistrust
and desire for redemption.
I'his book holds between
its pages wonderful twists on
our ways of thinking. There
are tears of laughter instead
of pain, a superhero who
has no idea how to be super
and only a duct-tape-ridden
apartment as his home base,
and a heartbreakingly accu-
rate display of what it means
to be saved.
Don’t be tnnlcd—"l,c‘lpcf'
is nothing like the new movie
lumper” that just got done
rocketing the box office.
‘Leaper” is a

L\IY\{

one-of-a-
laugh-out-loud- funnv

wel you will find vourselt
m; lLuyL excuses to read.
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OPINIONS

Equal rights needed for all workers

Employers and agencies take advantage of contracts at workers’ expense

Temporary employment
agencies are often touted
as a quick and easy way for
low income and “unskilled”
workers to find a job.

This claim has some justi-
fication, as the hiring process
for these temporary agencies
generally only consists of
filling out a few forms and
providing a Social Security
card. Prospective employ-
ees do not have to endure a
selective hiring process and
can often be assigned work
the same day they apply.

" Labor’s equivalent of fast
food may offer, as its name
implies, temporary em-
ployment, but it comes at
an unreasonable cost. Any
short-term benefits of temp
agencies are often out-
weighed by tricky contracts,
legal loopholes, and few
rights in the workplace.

These agencies essentially
function as a way for busi-
nesses to draw on a cheap

management were to hire
workers directly, it might be
obliged, by a trade union or
various laws, to pay workers
higher wages and provide
them certain benefits.

Hiring through a temp
agency, however, allows
management to substan-
tially cut overhead, at the
worker’s expense. Few, if
any, temporary positions
carry some form of health
insurance, pension, or other
benefits. This, coupled with
the fact that many employers
do not recognize temp work
on a resume, makes tempo-
rary work the quintessential
dead-end job.

Here in Murfreesboro,
temporary workers at All
Star Personnel do not even
have full control over their
own paychecks. Instead of
issuing checks or direct de
posits, All-Star gives their
workers “pay cards,” which
can only be

used at select

Pravda

Michael Cannon

aspect of All-Star is a clause
in their hiring contract,
which must be signed and

agreed to in order to work. If

someone quits without put-
ting in a two-week notice,
his or her unpaid hours re-
vert to minimum wage. The
fact that this is legal is a sad
example of how far workers’
rights have regressed.

By using temp workers in-
stead of permanent, directly
hired employees, businesses
can pay less for labor and

terminate employment at

the homeowner’s employ-
ees. The client pays a fee to
the contractor to use their
employees’ labor. Similarly,
a temp agency receives a fee
from the client business, and
also garnishes some of the
temp worker’s wages. Conse-
quently, workers can be out
of a job or suddenly shifted
to another jobsite at the cli-
ent company’s whim.

In addition to rocky job
security, temporary work-
ers receive considerably less
pay than their colleagues in
permanent positions. Ac-
cording to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, as of 2003,
“temporary agency workers
earned on average around 24
percent less than permanent
employees holding a compa-
rable position.”

This kind of disparity is in
part made possible by non-
sensical laws that place many
temp workers in the same
category as small-business

it nearly impossible to form
unions, as temp workers are
scattered in different indus-
tries and employed by differ-
ent agencies.

The weakness of orga-
nized American labor has
probably aided the growth
of temp agencies to some de-
gree. The growing number
of temporary workers in the
labor market is symptom-
atic of the drastic decline
in workers’ rights over the
past few decades. In a state
like Tennessee, with its anti-
labor “right to work” laws,
temporary agencies are par-
ticularly harmful to people’s
careers and standards of
living. It would be lovely if
our elected officials would
benevolently update our an-
tiquated labor laws.

But as we all know, the
state concedes nothing with-
out pressure. Working peo-
ple themselves must bring
the labor movement back

labor pool without havingto ATMs. any time. Such actions are owners. As such, a number to its militant roots in order
abide by the labor standards This arrangement also possible because the temp of basic workers’ rights are to replace sporadic employ-
reserved for traditional, makes it much easic workers are not employed negated. Due to temp work- ment with quality jobs for all
permanent employees. For agencies like All-Star to by the site they work at; they ers’ status as self-employed, of us.
example, if an auto factory deduct fees from employ- work for the temp agency. they can be both paid less
is looking to hire new em- ees’ wages. These can range  This is analogous to an in be subjected to legal ac- Michael Cannon is a soph-
ployees, recruiting through widely, from a few dollars to  dividual using a contractor hev make a mistake omore sociology and philoso-
a temp agency is much more an entire week s pay to build a home. The con ob. Additionally, this  phy major and can be reached
cost-effective. If the factory Perhaps the most offensive  struction workers are not rrangement makes  at mre3G@mtsu.edu.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rally for global
human rights

I am writing to ask you to
join the event “One Human
Race” in support of justice
for Tibetans and all people.

This is an opportunity to
come together with people
from different faiths, cul-
tures and communities in
support of human rights for
Tibetans and for the op-
pressed all over the globe.

This rally will take place
on Sunday, March 30 at |
p.m. on the lawn in front
of the downtown Nashville
courthouse, on the corner
of Union Street and Third
Avenue.

In keeping with Buddhist

tradition, we invite you to
bring a blanket or towel for
sitting. You may also bring
drums and other percussion
instruments to join with us
at closing to send the sound
of 1,000 drums (from the
heart) for Peace.

We will share stories and
poems written by Tibetan
exiles and former prison-
ers of conscience, and offer
suggestions on what we can
do to help.

Speakers from many
different faith groups will
be represented as we call
for our communities, our
politicians and the leaders of
countries all over the world
to respect the rights of all
people.

|
[

| ness, let us come together to

show that compassion and
justice are universal to all

| faiths and to all people

Please plan to bring flags
signs and banners with
statements compassionately
in support of our broth
ers and sisters around the
world. Most importantly
bring you and your family
to stand with us.

No doubt you have seen
the ph()lns and reports of
Tibetans calling for the end
to the oppression of their
religion and culture.

This is a chance to not just
watch it on the news, but
stand up and support basic
human rights that we all
should be granted: freedom

In this climate of divisive- | of religion and freedom of

\P('k\ll,

It is easy for us to speak
out. It 1s not for those who
live under a regime that
crushes free \[‘(x\h with an
[ibetans are risk

ing their lives to speak out

Iron nst

against the oppression they
have endured.

Stand with them in
solidarity that all humans
should live in equality

This event is supported
by Project Giving Justice
['ropic Heat Studios, Bluc
Moves Modern Dance
Company, Homeless Powei
Project and members of the
Nashville Peace and Justice
Center.

For more information,
contact: onehumanrace.
justice@gmail.com or

615-469-2584.

“The free must speak
for the unfree, and the
silenced.” ~Nawang Losel,
lbetan exile

Giselle Roche, Murfrees-
boro, Tenn.
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What do you think
about former Vice
President Al Gore, New
York Times Managing
Editor John Landman
and Wikipedia creator
Jimmy Wales coming
to speak at MTSU on
Thursday?

Bridges

“I didn’t know they
were coming. What
are they going to talk
about? If it’s some-
thing significant, that’s
great.”

Daniel Bridges, junior
physics

Woodard

“Honestly it’s not a big
deal to me. I'm prob-
ably not going to see
it. If I lived on campus
and was bored, I might

”»

go.

Miles Woodard, sopho-
more math sciences

F
Johnson
“I guess it’s good that
MTSU is getting some
acknowledgement.”

Onethia Johnson, se-
nior veterinary medi-
cine

“I think that it will be
a good [opportunity]
for MTSU to get their
name out there.”

Tiara Dave, freshman
Electronic Media Com-
munications

*denotes member

of editorial board

slopinio@mtsu.edu

Assist. Sports
Chris Martin

sisports@mtsu.edu

Business
Eveon Corl
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Wildcats need overtime to edge MT

By JO JO FREEMAN
MT Media Relations

Brandi Brown hit a
3-pointer in the final seconds
to send the game to overtime
but Middle Tennessee scored
just a pair of buckets in the
extra period, as the Wildcats
escaped with a 68-66 victory
over the Blue Raiders in the
second round of the WNIT
Friday night at Memorial
Coliseum.

Kentucky (16-15) led the
game almost the entire sec-
ond half after a 9-0 run in
the opening minutes, but the
Blue Raiders continued to
hang around despite shoot
ing less than 30 percent most
of the period. Brown hit a
3-pointer with 1:20 left before
UK’s Lydia Watkins missed a
pair of free throws, her only
mistakes of the second half.

Amber Holt then
two of her 32 points on a
layup with 22.
maining. After a timeout the
Blue Raiders (22-12)
turnover on an inbounds pass
by the Wildcats and took the
ball under the Middle Ten-
nessee goal. Holt got the in-
bounds and drove to the bas-
ket, kicking it out for Brown,
who nailed it from the corner
with a hand in her face.

UK could not get off a shot
until just before the final
horn, a desperation heave
by Victoria Dunlap that fell
short. It capped a frantic
comeback by the Blue Raid-
ers, who were playing their
second game in three days in
the WNIT.

In the overtime UK’s Sa-
mantha Mahoney hit a driv-
ing layup 56 seconds into the
extra period, and it was the
only points for either team
until Holt scored with 1:11
remaining. Watkins hit a
turnaround jumper as the
shot clock expired for the
Wildcats before Holt scored

\LU!‘CLi
3 seconds re-

forced a

again.

Watkins missed the next
time down the floor and Holt
got the ball in the final min-
ute. Her defender fell down
on the entry pass and it took
her a split second to realize it.
She took a 10-footer off the
glass, but the ball rattled in
and out and Chelsea Chown-
ing made a breakaway layup
for a four-point UK advan-
tage.

Holt nailed a 3-pointer on
the next trip with 4.4 seconds
remaining and Chowning
made just 1-of-2 free throws,
but the Blue Raiders were un-
able to get off a last despera-
tion shot before the clock ex-
pired.

Holt added six rebounds to
go with her 32 points as well
as three assists, while Chelsia
Lymon was the only other
Blue Raider in double fig-
ures, netting 11. Brown add-
ed eight, but the Blue Raiders

shot just 37 percent for the
game and were 9-0f-27 from
3-point rang

Watkins was a beast 1
the second half on the glass,
grabbing 13 rebounds in the
period, including five on the
offensive glass. The Wildcats
outrebounded Middle Ten-
nessee, 36-18, in the second
period, including 15 offen-
sive boards.

Watkins finished with

16 points and 16 rebounds,
while Chowning added 13
and Mahoney had 10.

Holt scored the first buck-
et of the second half for the
Raiders before UK reeled off
nine consecutive points, in-
cluding a pair of putbacks by
Victoria Dunlap. The Wild-
cats went ahead by as many
as eight, as the Blue Raiders
could not buy a basket in the
first eight minutes of the sec-
ond period, going 3-for-14,
including at least two missed
layups by Holt.

Middle Tennessee slowly

Fhat by Bradley Lamber, MT Media Relations

Chelsia Lymon (left) and Latoya Barclay (right) scramble for a loose ball in the Lady Raiders’ 68-66 loss at Kentacky on Friday.

climbed back into the con
test, starting with a 3-point
er from the wing by Jackic
Pickel. Holt added a bucket
and Brown made nice move
in the low post for another.
After the under eight media
timeout, Lymon knocked
down a 3-pointer, cutting the
deficit to 49-48, but Pickel’s
3-pointer the next time up
the floor was off the mark.
That was as close as the Raid
ers would get until Brown’s
3-pointer sent the contest to
overtime.

The first half saw consecu
tive big runs by the two teams
in the middle of the period.
The Blue Raiders put togeth-
er a 10-0 spurt over 2:01 that
featured four points from
Emily Queen and two each
by Lymon, Pickel and Latoya

Softball

By DAVID POWELL
MT Media Relations

Caitlin McLure was 4-for-4
as the Middle Tennessee Blue
Raiders (9-16, 3-5) exploded
for eight runs on 12 hits in
a 8-2 victory over the Austin
Peay Lady Govs (4-17, 1-5) in
the first game of a double-
header at Blue Raider Field
on Wednesday afternoon.

MT sophomore Lindsey
Vander Lugt (6-9) made her
15th start of the season in the
win. The lefty gave up two
runs and scattered seven hits
while striking out one in the
complete game.

Meagan Williams (0-7)
picked up the loss for the
Lady Governors. The sopho-
more gave up three earned

Barclav f« 1 23-12 Raiders
advantage
Rt Vildca

swered wit in 11-0 run to
tie the contest, starting with
a 3-pointer from the corner
by Amani Franklin. Watkins
v,lml

before

added a 3-point play
Dunlap had a bucket
Chowning knocked a down a
3-pointer to cap the run with
6:29 left in the half

I'he teams were back-and
forth for the rest of the half
from thgre, with Holt netting
the final six points for the
Raiders, including a driving
layup with

the visitors ahead

1:06 left to put
29-28 at the
break. At onc point al the end
and the be

ginning of the second, Holt

of the first half

netted 13 consecutive points

for the Blue Raiders

Photo by Bradiey |.ambert, MT Media Relations

Chelsia Lymon (left) was MT's second-leading scorer with 11 points.

team completes sweep against Austin Peay

runs on four hits while walk-
ing two in 2.2 innings.

Ashley Elrod gave up five
runs on eight hits, while strik-
ing out one in 3.1 innings of
relief for the visitors.

Later in the day, Davis
crushed two home runs and
the Middle Tennessee Blue
Raiders (10-16, 3-5) contin-
ued their offensive prowess
as they completed the sweep
over the Austin Peay Lady
Govs (4-19, 1-5) with a 11-3
win in the second game of a
doubleheader at Blue Raider
Field on Wednesday evening.

McLure powered the Blue
Raiders to a 8-2 win in the
first game of the doublehead-
er earlier on Wednesday. The
sophomore went 4-for-4 with
three runs scored and a RBI to

lead the MT offensive attack.

Vander Lugt (7-9) picked
up the win for the Blue Raid-
ers in the relief appearance.
The lefty hurled a shutout
and scattered three hits,
while striking out two in 2.2
innings.

Kellie Head got the start and
gave up three runs on four
hits in 3.1 innings pitched.

Whittney Padgett opened
the 2nd inning with a triple
down down the right field
line before Cerda’s sacrifice
fly to deep right field pushed
Middle out in
front 1-0.

Austin Peay scored three
runs in the fourth inning to
take a 3-1 lead. Ashley Alver
son, Krista Henke and Mea-
gan Williams had RBI hits

Tennessee

for the Lady Govs.
Middle

sive effort was highlighted by

[ennessees defen

Padgett’s spectacular play at

third base which she rushed
t(\l'\\.ll'(‘: to i !(L d ,;(V,‘, :u“
ng ball and fired a throw to
first base across her body for

the second out of the fifth in
ning

“R
run back in

Blue Raiders pulled a
the bottom of the
fifth inning to make
Darlington began the inning
DYy !\‘héii':‘_ on
ror by Lady Govs shortsto
Brittany W
Cerda SINEICC 1

field before )al

\(IH\U‘ L thire

pinch hitter Jessi

out to deep center. Darlis

ton scored on a wild piteh

Austin Peay pitcher Williams

to cut the APSU lead to one
ur
Darlington and Cerda went
a combined 4-for-5 with five
in scored and two RBI

\Tl\{\“\

fra11
10U

lennessee smashed

runs by the Lady Govs
in the fifth inning to take a

|

6-3 lead. Ashlev Cline started

things off with a single to left

ficld before advan Ing to sec

"""El‘.l‘\( ol |'EII|=.\‘Ix;‘_\Y'|\;

Ladi Gows cabcher . DAk
Hooper

RBI single to

| in Cling

1o runs

'\1\’ I ds

| 1 Or¢

ntch, Davis

Don’t let brackets skew the true reason for March

I’'m sure the last time many
of you saw your bracket, it was
sitting in some form of trash
receptacle, torn into a dozen
pieces. And those who haven’t
laid waste to their tourna-
ment predictions have prob-
ably strongly considered it.

I am no different from
the rest of you. In fact, this
has become a yearly tradi-
tion that follows an eerily
predictable series of events.
I fill out a bracket and look
upon it beaming with pride
at my own cleverness, seeing
as how I have just correctly
predicted all 63 games.

Then the first round be-
gins and, after the first day, |

QOutside the pocket
Chris Martin

am still confident that I
haven’t completely ruined
my chances at winning brag-
ging rights. By the end of the
second round, I can’t even re-
member my picks because |
am too ashamed to look back
at the debacle I have created.

In the end though, it’s what
makes March one of the
most enjoyable months on
the sports calendar. The un-
predictability of the NCAA
tournament is its trademark.
Most of the excitement gen-
erated by March Madness
comes from the David vs.
Goliath storylines that pop
up every year. Everyone loves
the upsets—this is America,
after all. We love rooting for
the underdog.

Because of society’s pro-
pensity to cheer for the little
guy, those of us who annu-

ally pencil in the names of

colleges along a tournament
tree often have two oppos-

ing forces tugging at our
heart strings. Our love for a
Da-
vidson to beat Georgetown
in the second round, but our
bracket pride wants to see
Georgetown advance to the
Final Four.

[hl\ is

Cinderella story wants

unfortunate be-
cause it causes }‘L‘()Pl(' L0 root
against teams they actu-
ally want to win. This is the
fantasy enthusiast’s
conundrum; the wish to be
right intrudes on the wish to
enjoy a good plot.

For this reason, | want
to condemn the NCAA for
making such a perfect post-
season. If not for the inven

sports

tion of the printable bracket,
the
fun
collection of games in which
anything can happen

The problem is that the

tournament would be

for what 1t is—a crazy

tournament created a
form of addiction that afflicts

millions ol

new
\mericans for
one month out of the vear
It even has its own name
March NMadness

In mid-March, sports fans
I'Vs to

see which teams are in, which

clamor around thei
teams are out and how the
teams that made the tourna
ment are seeded
From there, the

‘.ll]\ ol to Weh

madness

begins

Darlington tripled to left
field and was plated by Cer-
da’s sacrifice fly down the line
in right field to score the final
run of the inning.

[he Blue Raiders increased
their lead to 11-3 courtesy of
Davis’ second two-run blast
of the game and a three-run
homerun by Padgett to force
the game to end on run rule.

Davis finished the game
going 2-for-4 with two home
{ RBI and two runs
scored. She moved into fifth
place all-time in Middle Ten-
nessee history for home runs.

Middle Tennessee returns
to Sun Belt Conference play at
Blue Raider Field as they be-
gin their series again the Lou-
isiana-Monroe Warhawks on
Saturday at 1 p.m.

runs,

Madness

sites to print the fresh brack-
ets and fill them out once,
maybe even three
times before settling on a fi-
nal selection. Then Ih(‘y lep
class and/or work on Thurs-
day and Friday and stay glued
to CBS, afraid to use the
bathroom because they don’t

want to miss a single second
f the

twice,

iction.

By this time, the tourna-
ment watcher has surely felt
the sting ot [y RU&:CI’\'IJQ-SCC-
ond 3-pointer Ih.l[(dldpuhcd
Western Kentucky into the
second round. The caveat is
that instead of trying to calm

MADNESS, PAGE 8
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his pounding heart that was
tflutter as he watched a great
game that ended on a buzzer
beater in overtime, he is curs-
ing the Hilltoppers because
had Drake in the Sweet
vixteen. Instead of realizing
just witnessed a moment
hat will be replayed for years
to come, the tourney fiend is
distraught because, like every
other aspiring bracketologist,
his tournament picks are a
befuddled mess.
I must confess I find my-
self in the same position as
nany of these fanboys I just

described, but I'm taking a
stand. Brackets have ruined
my tournament watching ex-
perience long enough.

Next vear | choose not to be a
slave to a piece of paper with
the names of 64 colleges. In-
stead 1 will enjoy the tourney
for what it is—the chance
to watch the best basketball
played every year.

That is, as long as there’s not
a sexy upset pick that’s too
tempting to not gloat about
when I'm right.

Chris Martin is a junior
Journalisn major and can be
reached at slsports@mtsu.edu

SPORTS BRIEFS

Holt Named Finalist
for State Farm
All-America Team
Middle Tennessee senior
mber Holt was named a
inalist for the 2008 State
irm Coaches’ All-America
sasketball Team on Mon
av, as announced by the
Women’s Basketball Coaches
ssoctation. The 40 finalists
vho were chosen from the 52
gional finalists by the State
irm Coaches’ All-America
Im committee, are now 1n
e running for selection to

0-member State Farm

wches’ All-America Team
¢ State Farm Coaches
AIMMericd “".:‘f“\kfh.:;: [eam

A 1 . 1
JCAA Division | will be

nnounced at
.'\!)L\ \]'

ress Conference at the Tam
Hyatt Regency on April 5,
8:45 a.m. in Tampa, Fla.

the State Farm

America Team

vambawa Voted
Athlete of the Week

Middle Tennessee’s Sarah
lambawa was voted the Sun
ielt Female Field Athlete
f the Week after her per

wmances at the Clemson

clavs, as announced by the
micrence office on Tuesday.

Nambawa picked up in
he first outdoor meet of the

cason right where she left
off indoors. The Kampala,
UUganda, native recorded

ight victories indoors this

ason, including six in the

ng and triple jump.

It is the third SBC Field
\thlete of the Week accolade
for Nambawa after she won

wice last season - March 27
ind April 24. Letitia Eady

March 19, 2002) and Kim
Freeman (April 23, 2003) are
he only other Blue Raider

omen to claim the award.

MT track athletes
ranked in
preseason polls

I'he United States Track
and Field/Cross Country
Coaches Association re-
leased its preseason outdoor
rankings on Wednesday and
Sarah Nambawa, sopho-
more MeLyn Thompson and
senior Carlos Morgan as well
as a pair of men’s relays were
part of the rankings.

I'he rankings are based
only on last year’s outdoor
performances and do not
reflect any of this season’s
indoor efforts.

Morgan is ranked ninth
in the long jump, while the
men’s 4x100-meter relay is
10th and the 4x400-meter
relay ranks 27th.

For the women, Nambawa
is 29th in the triple jump and
[hompson ranks 17th in the
shot put.

Men's golf wins
third straight

tournament

I'he Middle Tennessee
men’s golf team made his-
tory at the Carter Plantation
Intercollegiate this week.

Middle Tennessee contin-
ued its outstanding spring
season by dominating the
field at the Carter Plaptation
Intercollegiate with a 26-shot
victory - its record-setting
third straight triumph and

4

fourth overall during the
2007-08 season. The HIH(
Raiders improved to 50
in four spring tournaments
on their way to becoming

the first team in progran

history to win three Col

secutive team titles. The four
tournament wins overall are
the most in a school vear

decond t,‘:.l\\ \I.l!\!llk".h Shot
13-over 907

Junior. golfer Rick Cochran
made it a clean swi
he captured low medalist
honors with a

tor the thred

Cochran

win and

Chas Narr

ued his exceptio play with
a third-place himish. Nat
ramore shot 4-over 220 for
the tournament and notched
his 12th career Top 10 fin

ish as well as his fifth Top 5
showing. Cochran and Nar-
ramore were named to the
five-person all-tournament
team.

In addition to Cochran
and Narramore’s fine play,
standout Craig Smith - the
reigning Sun Belt Player of
the Year - finished tied for
12th with a 226, followed by
Kent Bulle (228) at 17th and
Jason Millard (229) at 18th.
Nick Bailes was playing as an
individual and tied for 23rd
with a 232.

The Blue Raiders will play
host to the second Middle
Tennessee/Aldila Invita-
tional Monday and Tuesday
at Old Fort Golf Course.

Leathers closes UALR
Women’s Classic with
career-best round

Middle Tennessee’s wom-
en’s golf team produced its
highest finish of the spring
under first-year Head Coach
Chris Adams, battling to a
sixth-place finish behind a
sterling effort from sopho-
more Clara Leathers at the
UALR Women'’s Golf Classic.

Leathers tied her career
high with a 3-under 69 and
was the only player to post a
sub-par round at the Dia-
mante Country Club. In fact,
her third-round 69 tied for
the low round of the tourna-
ment and was one of just five
rounds under par during
the three-day event. Leath-
ers turned in a personal-best
seventh-place finish for her
third career Top 10 showing.

Middle Tennessee shot 929
for the tournament to finish
sixth. The Blue Raiders 310
Tuesday was the fifth-best
round of the day.

Leathers was the third dif-
ferent Blue Raider to lead the
team in scoring this spring,
following Jamey Dillard
and Taryn Durham. Dillard
turned in the second lowest
score for Middle Tennessee
at the UALR Women’s Golf
Classic with a 233 to finish
tied for 27th. Durham and
freshman Morgan Hale tied
for 36th with a 237 and Leigh
Wilkins was tied for 51st
with a 242.

Information courtesy of MT
Media Relations

Sun Belt Conference Scores (Home team last)
Tuesday, March 25

Softball
Louisiana-Lafayette 2, Western Kentucky 5 (Game 1)
Louisiana-Lafayette 11, Western Kentucky 4 (Game 2)
Northwestern State 2, South Alabama 5 (Game 1)
Northwestern State 3, South Alabama 6 (Game 2)
Louisiana-Monroe 1, Nicholls State 6 (Game 1)
[ouisiana-Monroe 1, Nicholls State 3 (Game 2)
Central Florida 3, Florida Atlantic 0

Baseball
Tennessee Tech 15, Middle Tennessee 11

20 172ND ANNUAL

RANK PLAYER

 STERTnes

- INVITATIONAL

SCORE

Central Arkansas 6, Arkansas-Little Rock 2
Arkansas State 12, Tennessee-Martin 6

s SR JESSICALAVEN

Louisiana-Monroe 11, Stephen F. Austin 12 OPINIONS EDITOR
Florida International 7, Tampa 11
Western Kentucky 10, Evansville 1 2 é gHYOAT%lE%On%gOY ‘5
Jackson State 6, New Orleans 13
South Alabama 6, Mississippi State 5
N 5 X R YOS EDTOR 44
Wednesday, March 26 ol (595
Softball
Austin Peay 2, Middle Tennessee 8 (Game 1) 4 Sn!‘o'gugﬁcl)’ur&mm 43
Austin Peay 3, Middle Tennessee 11 (Game 2)
Louisiana-Lafayette 2, Western Kentucky 3 ~ 4 RICHARD LOWE
Central Florida 9, Florida International 5 4 SPORTS EDITOR ‘3
North Texas 7, Texas-Arlington 1 (Game 1)
North Texas , Texas-Arlington (Game 2) < ‘ ANDY HARPER 39
[toy 5, Alabama-Birmingham 10 EDITOR IN CHIEF
P
Baseball : ¥ TiFFANY GIBSON 27
Middle Tennessee vs. Vanderbilt, LATE CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
Louisiana-Monroe 5, Stephen F. Austin 7
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