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Alpha Kappa Lambda hosted “These Hands Don't Hurt” last
week to raise awareness for domestic violence.
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By Chris Martin and J. Owen Shipley

Staff Writer and Sports Editor

True freshman quarterback Dwight Dasher sin-
gle-handedly changed the tone of an entire season
last Saturday at the Liberty Bowl in Memphis, Tenn.

While the major improve-
ments in the last three weeks, the change to Dasher
at QB has changed the way opposing

teams prepare lue Raiders.

entire team has seen

completely
tor the l\
Dasher ran for the most yards by a quarterback in

MT history as he lead MT to a 21-7 victory over In-
state rival Memphis
['he previous rusl wrd for an MT quar-

terback was vard performance by Marvin

Collier 20 y Strangely enough, Collier's
record ime  stadium,
Memphis
Despite mtting ! vO turnovers of
the St ck up over
100 total
| thought D ) reless decisions
ith ck Stockstill said.
He put the ' f he threw an inter
¢ 1 | thought
e il o i
ks
d aight of has |
i 8 <D 10 ol s e
( er also gained 180 vards on just
ind to mark his fourth conse
game with at least 169 vards passing and
vards rushing. Sixty-one of those yards came on a

touchdown run with 3:46 left in the fourth quarter
I'he run was the longest of Dasher’s career and the
second longest of the year by any Blue Raider.

Dasher said.
[as just a passer
In the third quarter, Dasher committed his first

' feel like 1 do both [run and pass,|”
“Our team can't look at me now.”
turnover of the season when Brandon Patterson
picked him off in the Memphis end zone. Dasher
threw the ball while hastily trying to avoid a sack. In
the fourth quarter, Dasher also lost a fumble at the

Dasher lead

t Ne 18 wother career a I~
| i one touct Y
{ vhen he was tackled by Clinton
onald, and Jake Kasser recovered the ball
Ve did some careless things with the football;

Stockstill said. “The good thing is our turnovers
were [in Memphis territory| where they had to go a
long ways. We stopped drives, and at least it wasn't
on our end of the field where they we
1 short “L'M..

Running back DeMarco

scoring streak to four

re plaving with

AN 1.1
VIcNair extended his

games when he caught a
vard touchdown pass from Dasher in the first
ter. McNair has three touchdown receptions on th
35 Ol

season, all of which have gone for more yard

During his four-game scoring streak, McNair has
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the quarterback rushing record with 180 yards on 19 carnes

scored seven touchdowns. He now leads the Sun
Belt in touchdowns scored with an average 7.7
points per game
I'he last time the Raiders and the Tigers met
was in 1954 when Memphis walked away with a
)7 victory
V1 [-1 Sun Belt) and Memphis (2-4, 1-1
Conterence USA), who have not played since 1954,
ombined for 15 first downs in the first half.
i ver, the Blue Raiders were able to move the
all more effectively, picking up 21 first downs com-
pared to the

lNigers'13.

See Memphis, 7

Universities reach
out to Hispanics

By Andy Harper
Managing Editor

Half of Hispanic undergraduates attend
only 8 percent of United States universi
ties, according to a recent survey by
Excelencia in Edutaction.

The study, conducted by the
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Palmer
Representation and Education Access at
MTSU,

major available scholarship for Hispanics

tion on campus.
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noted the Diverse

Staff Whiter

or DREAM, scholarship as a

other under-represented popula

h»”u\\\

I)Rl AM \\htl]dl\lll[‘

criteria — 21 ACT or 3.0 grade

“qu of Thumb"'was.held on Oct. 9th at 4

Washington-based, Hispanic think-tan
reveals that Hispanic undergraduates were
concentrated in the country’s universities
where at least 25 percent of undergradu
ates are Hispanic.

None of the universities are in
Tennessee. MTSU'’s total Hispanic pop
ulation is only 2 percent of the total
university population, according to
2006 statistics from Enrollment and
Academic Services.

From 2004 to 2006, Hispanic popula
tion versus overall campus population
has stayed at a consistent 2 percent
Hispanic freshman and transfer stu
dents make up 17 percent of the total
Hispanic population.

“We have made some contacts in the
local Hispanic community,” said Lynn
Palmer, director of admission. “We have
contacted the Rutherford County
School System, done outreach with the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and
have made headway in asking for refer
ral information.”

Let’s Grow Blue’'s Diversity

», said David Hutton, director
of Financial Aid. The applicant must be a

pomt average

United States resident or permanent resi-
dent with an income of less than $12,000.
I'he person must also be a first gen
college student,” Hutton said.
look at the money the applicant

gets from the Lottery scholarship, then

cration

we add on the difference for tuition and
books. Last year, the scholarship paid a
little over $2,200.”

Currently, the university does not
have a scholarship designated solely for
Hispanics, Hutton said. However, the
Financial Aid Web site'provides links to
various HX:..:JIH/.III\\I\\ .llhi tnund.l(mm
that cater specifically to the Hispanic
population

‘We are always trying to recruit for a
Palmer

are very

university that is always diverse,”
\.Hd.
interested in working with us as we grow.”
Fhe university
beginning phases of posting recruitment
materi: ll\ in Spanish, Palmer said. @

‘The contacts we've made

is also entering the

. lotal tnroliment

n Total Mispanic
Enroliment
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. @ Blackman resident John Bailey spoke out against Bible Park. “It was
Oct. 4, 1:21 p.m. I'heft of Motor Vehicle istant manager at Cyber Café reached through the state legislature and we did not want to see it
Theft = Under $500 Corlew Hall d someone was sitting outside rushed through and be put in our county. That is why we have been
James E. Walker Library Melvin L. Stevenson Jr. Ll ¢ students feel uncomfortable. { pretty l“""i““"" in opposing it,” Bailey said. A
Victim came to the station to report his | Report of joyriding in a campus goll { is gone when the officer artived, | ‘ .
Pod stolen. subject was charged with unauthorized t checked the surrounding ® Resident Donald Todd spoke about an allegedly unnecessary
of a vehicle tound "f'” in the Baird Lane Lot. increase of the tax burden on the citizens of Rutherford County.
Oct. 5, 1:17 a.m. nd 1o be the same person who “Unreserved excess revenue totaling $75.3 million have been accumu-
Sigma Alpha Epsilon House Oct. 7,4:33 am. waedd from campus earlier that lated in four major funds effective on June 30, 2005. One year later, on
Alcohol ( onsumption — Under 21 Vandahsm — Under $300 June 30, 2006, unreserved excess revenue totaling in J]m'mt $83 mil-
Kevin Edmonds \Ipha Gamma Rho lion have been collected in these same funds... the bottom line is that
\ report of a shattered front door wind il 1:10 a.m. millions of dollars over and above what is needed for the county
Oct. 5. 6:04 a.m. was made; possible suspect vehicle is al Ha ‘\\. tpon on Campus budget is collected from tax pavers every year,” said Todd. 4
Iraffic — Reckless Driving Pontiac Sunfire that was scen drivin i Deliver/Sale/Possession of '
Middle Tennessee Bivd towards highway 96 with its tires squealing € Commissioners addressed issues on fledgling neighborhoods
Brittany Stewart f Drug Paraphernalia regarding safety and project plans for \]\'\Lll'[‘l\HLH\l of n‘cw subdivi-
Oct. 8, 12:47 p.m Consumption — Under 21 stons. Concepts for safety included the use of sprinkler systems to
Oct. 5, 3:16 p.m. Pheft — Over S506 Walker Library reduce the risk of fire. All but one commissioner voted ves for the
Theft — Under $500 Monohan Hall amendment of the safety 1ssues discussed for the new-zoned subdivi-
\\ngl\l Music Building \n individual ¢ »'l«'nfh"«l‘\‘!" stons. The nlnH(\Hi'.l‘\u’\\l"\ T votes out of 20
Individual called to advise that his friend’s  puter ) 18 a.m.
bike had been stolen “"“1'“I""- Under 21 € Commissioner Jovee Faly discussed the Budget Finance and
Oct. 8, 2:30 p.m. NS LO Investment Committee and the expenditures in liu general funds
Oct. 5, 3:20 p.m Non-aggravated Assault budget amendments. The commissioners called to vote on the
Fraud — Use of Credit it Card v Buildi amendments detailing the sheriff's department appropriated money
Off Campus 1 t fuction: whit ‘ { a4 a.n. for the mounted patrol and canine divisions, and to appropriate
k ! funds that will be received from the mental health court grant that
Oct. 5, 3:31 p.m drivi Lenter had been recently ‘\.1\\:“-‘_ ['he motion “J\\(d by I8 votes.
Harassment cquest an ofhicer i refer
James E. Walker Library Oct. 8, 4:23 p.n s being missing, formation compiled by Johnathon Schleicher

Individual advised tha

stalked and harassed by his former room.  Corlew Ha ‘ . Study: “Gay brothers”

mate. individ ( !
nter Continued from 1 Christian  group that believes
Oct. 5,4:19 p.m POt a MIssing van I R homosexuals can become straight
Deag Abu : : e . kepti & wchude Stanton Ton through praver and counseling.
Sims Ha { m 1 psychology  professor and  Fxodus  International fuhded
S i y - pro t at Wheaton Coll lones study
Oct. 6. 12:03 ar Wheaton, 1L An angelical 'he groups president, Alan
iraft Christian . lones  last th ¢ hambers, said he s a former
Parkis . announced results of a study h homosexual who went straight
( thored that ts ibl ind believes homosexuality is
for gays to convert hanging  morally wrong

Oct. 6, 2:29 ther sevua thout Even if rescarch ultimately
er iuvenil n shows that genetics play a bigger
lon S s resalt 1pgest role, it “will never be something
nology pla niner rmle hat forces people to behave in a
val - onentation nd  that ertain way, Chambers said. “We

Oct. 6. 3:01 It aher cking netic ¢h Il have the freedom to choose!,
Drunk ference ' pro igend I'he Cabrera brothers grew up
shol ¢ ' ! provd el ! Mexico in o culture where
sbiass WA ‘ a tid I 1 h wing gay was an embarrass
based T ' < t had a ment.” especially for their father
lames Combs le off campus an ' | redeten aid Mauricio, 41, a car dealership

nplovee from Olathe, Kan.

Oct. 6,9:00 p.m ' : hey had cousins who were
[',I”"“ Hit & Run (ct. 8.9:32 P'Il!' | ; ¢ gay but \] t(“llxu' \.Ih! 'k’ \ll“ 'Cll
Bell Street 1ot Possession of a Weavon o | : 0 he had to hude his sexual orienta
Victim advised that somicone | fark Public Intoxication | e and he struggled with his
blue BMW while he was at tl } Vagrancy - Crunmal Lres) ding by moto ‘ double ite.” Julio sad having an
Woodmore Cafeteria , ] r. s s older hrother who was gay made

Oct. 7, 1:48 a.m Ryan Bell I casicr for him to accept his sex

S

Sports Rehab

Do You Want to Work With Athletes?

in Sports Science & Rehabilitation

Groduate Degree Formots

LOGAN www.logan.edu

R R ACT 1-800-533-9210

ROOMR

loganadm@logan.edu

Who's Who Among Students
APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

Who's Who Among Students in Universities and Colleges honors our
nation’s leading college students arid exists as one of the most highly
regarded and long-standing honors programs in the nation.

Applications available at
www.mtsu.edu/“mtleader/ awards.htm or KUC 326-S.

DEADLINE TO APPLY: OCTOBER 26, 2007.
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Violence: Awareness raised
Continued from 1

All g&‘lhix'l\ are welcome as students discuss different LOpICS, View
movies or even read writings and poetry. Terry Johnson, Director of the
JAWC, explained that the gender circles are always encouraging to new
faces because the students are mainly the ones that create the topics and
conversations.

‘Gender circles allow one person to reach out and touch others by
sharing information with them,” Johnson said

In light of recent events on campus, Johnson emphasizes the 2424
MTSU student patrol escort service and the Rape Aggression Defense
program as excellent safety training programs

Johnson feels strongly about empowering students to feel safe and
become more educated of their surroundings.

“It’s important to be aware and watch out for vourselt in certain situ
ations,” said Lindsey Bodine, sophomore and undeclared major.

An FBI estimate regarding domestic violence indicated that a woman
is beaten every 15 seconds. Programs like the June Anderson Women's
Center and RAD help many reclaim their safety

“The more aware and educated people are about domestic violence,
the more they will try to stop the violence in communities and through
out the nation,” Johnson said. ¢

Back to school-do’s

Do get a great cu
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(

V0 1 Up 0 e (-..and DON'TS)

Do get

v

Do get a rejuvenating facial

professional massage

Do get a real manicure

School Program

Evening Care for Children
Kindergarden through 8th grade
923 E. Lytle Street

(behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220

www.misv.edu/ ecesp Monday-Thursday 3:00-9:30

Fees:

¢82.00 weekly, first child
49,00 daily, first child
¢Z0.00 registration fee

¢18.00 weekly,
additional children
+700 daily,
additional children

Activities:

homework help

art, science, music, ect. activities
themed/seasonal projects

special quests and activites
qualified teachers

A — _____J}

CJ o Party Place

-
YOUR SOURCE FOR ANYTHING PARTY!

BALLON ARTISTS SINGING TELEGRAMS VENTRILOQUIST
FACE PAINTERS CLOowNS BALLOON BOUQUETS
MAGICIANS GirT BASKETS Gac Girts
VARIETY ACTS DECORATIONS Karaoke /| DJ

Special Celebrity appearance also available!

We have a large data base of entertainers. caterers, event

planers ready to assist you with any of your party needs

---CLUD TEMPTATION---

52 domestic longs every Saturday mght

Free karaoke every saturday starting at 9 p.m.
2404 Halls Hill Pike, Murfreesboro TN

myspace.com/cjspartyplace
615-596-4591
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Raptors to

visit MTSU

The Hendersonville Raptor Cheerleaders, an award-winning group of disabled
athletes, is scheduled to appear at this Saturday’s game against Arkansas State

By Tiffany Gibson

Staff Writer

I'he Hendersonville Raptor ¢ heerleaders will be visiting MTSU
to help cheer on the Blue Raiders while they take on Arkansas State
this Saturday

I'he game will take place on Oct. 20 and will begin at 3:30 p.m.
he Raptor Cheerleaders will be present as the football plavers run
through the tunncl.

I'he Raptors are also expected to perform between quarters and
during halttime.

Ihe Raptor Cheerleaders are a group of individuals with special
‘m‘ul\ ll].l! Il.hx| .lll‘ll!h1 IL'HH['\\\.'\' ‘Ilhi |].|\L' wWOn numerous .\\\‘.H'\l\
such as the Letterman Jacket and having the honor to be claimed
National Champions

( .s.;l\ Cindy |[.|H'|l|:|!] AN ;‘[«\lhi ol ‘I\‘I cam .H’hi lh-_‘ll AL\HU\Ph\I\

Cnts hey enter into ther fifth season

We h: 16 cheerleaders on the team currently, but we originally
started o ith 8 and have grown ever since.” said Hamblin, “We know
there a manv more children and adults that could and would pai
ticipat th us if they knew about us. I feel we make a good working
th " h ha v different yet important roles to PL;‘\
PR i TR mportant thing about working with my team
ind lc'\lll; cach other and the \n.l\]k'\ no
hat we expect and step up and come through

show what a “team™ 1s truly all about.
iders have decorated and designed banners
th senior football plavers during their
d senior athlete, Jonathan Griesby also

ization for the Raptor Cheerleaders.
Orgamizational Communications
ral Communication students that cooper-

mnd Artstic expre
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Register for an e that w
ROTC gives you the leadersh

For more information on Army ROTC leadership & scholarship opportunities,
Hall, Room 1, or contact Major Giles at 898-5702 or cgiles@mtsu.edu.

visit Forrest

OPPORTUNITIES

RooMMATES

show some school spirit.

he VSA program of Tennessee is a program designed to engineer
success to people with disabilities through the arts. The VSA offers many
different fields such as art camps, literary and music competitions, per
formances and exhibitions with demonstrations.

Current participant, Daniel Janvrin, twenty-one years old and 2007
Young Soloist winner in the annual VSA arts Tennessee competition,
has been selected to sing the National Anthem before the game.

Kissinger believes that Communication students are not faced with
enough diversity and anticipates by having experience with disabilities
students will strengthen their knowledge in their professions. She also
encourages students to take place in projects such as the Raptor
Cheerleaders.

20 percent of any population have a disability and most disabilities
are going to affect the communication process in some way. It's impor
tant that students learn how to deal with these career barriers they might
face,” said Kissinger, Organizational Communication instructor.

Raising money for the Raptor’s visit was extremely difficult for the
VSA because it is a non-profit event, but fortunately the widow of Larry
Sickinger was kind enough to donate money in her husband’s memory.
However, funds were lacking so students within the program drew their
attention to Cat’s Meow located in Bell Buckle, Tennessee and the
Commercial Vehicle Education of Middle Tennessee. Students con-
versed with these companies about the project and ultimately encour-
aged them to donate money.

Mallory Gambill, sophomore organizational communications major
and student of ORCO, played a major role in trying to convince com
panies to donate money for this cause.

“I told them both about our project, the things we wanted to accom-
plish, the things we had already accomplished and how much it meant
to the cheerleaders. After hearing about it, they were more than happy
to donate the rest of the funds. Without these two businesses, we would
not have been able to make this experience everything that it could have
been,” Gambill said. @
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From the Editorial Board:
Still no cure for cancer

Is there a gene that can predisposition someone to be homosexu-
al? Chicago area researchers are trying to find the answer to a ques-
tion that has plagued the psyches of curious individuals of any and
all sexual orientations.

While the results could provide interesting insight into the devel-
opment of human sexuality, the knowledge could prove to be equal-
ly disastrous. Knowledge, in and of itself, is a double-edged sword.

On one hand, determination of a “gay” gene could solidify the
argument used that homosexuality is not a choice, further hacking
away at the bars of discrimination. However, the gene could be
viewed as a defect of sorts, much like a mutant gene. This raises the
argument of what genetic structure is “normal” - heterosexual or
homosexual.

While the survey is helpful in purely medical terms, socially it
does nothing for the recognition of gay people as social equals to
their straight counterparts. In the article, Alan Sanders, lead
researcher in the study, said the purpose is to find genetic markers
in determining sexuality and not role in behavior.

Since behavior is discounted and because behavior is social, the
study discounts social factors as influence into sexuality. From an

anthropological stand point, the variety of cultures and societies are |

too wide ranging to scientifically measure influence on sexuality.

FHo@gMar
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“And Friends”

rankhasenmu

eller@gmail.com

Frank Hasenmueller

We're told a great number of things are

Say “no” to cutting student aid

important as we're growing up: a good work
ethic, the ability to listen and a strong sense of
proper hygiene, for instance. Topping the list,

becomes more likely that students who have at
one time used drugs will develop a consistent

Fair and habit of abuse later in life. Without access to

Unbalanced

As a primary example, no two family structures are exactly alike.

Therefore, familial behaviors, while possibly influential in sexual

orientation, do not set sexuality in stone.
A feminine male or masculine female are not necessarily gay. A

homosexual is not required to retain traits traditionally identified as

belonging to the opposite sex.

The theory behind the student is well intended, but it seems in
science and society, we seek to find answers to perceived “problems”

and differences.

The fact remains that in our beautiful culture gay people are dis
criminated against because of a feature they may or may not be able

to control.

And despite the results of this survey, the lesson to learn is that
any kind of love is good:; it is hate that we need to watch out for

It is interesting to note that, while federal funds are being used to
bankroll studies focusing only on who is gay and why, there's still no

cure for cancer.

“Right-to-work” is

wrong for laborers

The American labor movement
has been in steady decline for
quite some time now. Over the
past fifty years, many of the
advances made by organized
labor in this country have been
thrown back one by one. With
globalization and the ensuing
mass-exodus of once lucrative,
unionized manufacturing jobs
from the country, millions of
American workers have had to
make the transition into the serv-
ice sector, which generally offers
less pay, fewer benefits and fewer
opportunities for advancement. A
substantial factor in this discrep-
ancy is that union presence is
nearly non-existent in this rapidly
growing portion of the economy.
A major reason for this is that
twenty-two  states, including
Tennessee, have thrown down
legal barriers to prevent their citi-
zens from unionizing new areas of
the workforce in the form of so-
called ‘right-to-work’ laws.

Right-to-work laws were a nat-
ural outgrowth of the Taft-
Hartley Act of 1947. This bill
arguably marked the beginning of
the decline of American labor. Its
provisions include, among other
things, the right of the President
to intervene in strikes that fit the
rather arbitrary definition of a
“national emergency,” outlawing
union membership as a condition
of employment, and enabling
state governments to restrict
union activity to an unprecedent-
ed degree. This last clause is what
has led nearly half of state govern-
ments to pass draconian “right-
to-work” legislation.

Given their names, these laws
initially sound quite progressive. It
seems to imply that individual
states have taken the initiative to
guarantee their citizens the right
to employment. However, the
clever misnomer attached to these
laws could not be more mislead-
ing. While, in a sense these laws do
reduce the predicating circum-
stances of employment, it is to the
detriment of worker’s interests
and wholly to the advantage of
employers.

As a result of these restrictions,
unions can no longer freely nego-
tiate with their employers to
obtain a “union security agree-
ment,” which requires that work-
ers benefiting from union repre-
sentation must pay dues to sup-
port the union’s activities. Since

Pravda

Michael Cannon
Contributing
Columnist

workers are no longer required to
financially contribute for union

protection, organized labor’s
resources are being depleted.
Thus, the ability of unions to pro-
tect their members from wage and
benefit cuts is quickly diminish-
ing. The illcgﬂity of required
union dues is also rcngering
unions less attractive for new
workers and the task of organiz-
ing new businesses more difficult.
Essentially, these laws are designed
to financially strangle the labor
movement and undermine soli-
darity in the workplace, rendering
workers defenseless against the
attacks of management.

In comparing right-to-work
states to those without these
statutes, U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics show that the average
worker covered by these laws
earns $7, 131 less than workers in
states without them. Given that
the laws prevent workers from
pressing management for bene-
fits, it is no surprise that the
amount of people without health
insurance is 15 percent higher in
these states. The widest discrepan-

cies, however, are in rd to
worker’s compensation benefits
and workplace safety.
Compensation benefits were

found to be 50 percent less in
right-to-work states, whereas the
percentage of workplace deaths is
41 percent higher.

While these statistics reveal a
surprising correlation between
these laws and lower welfare for
working people, it would be false
to assume that the former is the
sole causation of the latter. There
are probably a range of other fac-
tors influencing these stark differ-
ences between the states.
However, repealing right-to-work
laws across the nation would serve
to help reinvigorate the labor
movement, raise wages, reduce
the number of uninsured, and
consequently begin closing a gap
that is slowly dividing the nation.

Michael Cannon is a sophomore
sociology major and can be reached
at mre3g@mtsu.edu.

though, is honesty. Without honesty, we're
told, we can't have anything else. Families,
businesses, even countries are unable to func-
tion if we cannot depend on knowing that we
are speaking the truth to one another.

With that said, we should be appalled to
know that our government is lying to us, the
students of this university, as well as schools
across the country. It isn't even that we are
being lied to, but that, by lying to us and
spreading misinformation, thousands of stu-
dents are being denied access to financial aid to
help pay for a college education.

I'he lie in question is the federal govern-
ment's policy on drug possession and use,
specifically the information spread by the
National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign’s
public service announcements. The cam
paign's various television, radio, print and
online ads intend to keep children and young
adults away from drug abuse, but research has
shown that these ads often backfire and result
in mistrust towards any effort to discourage
substance abuse.

Take, for instance, the Office on National
Drug Control Policy's campaign against man
juana use. This particular arm is one of the
most prominent parts of ONDCP's overall
anti-drug campaign, and the one most of us
are familiar with. In an evaluation organized
by the National Institute on Drug Abuse and
released in Aug. 2007, it was found that
ONDCP's ads often do more harm than good,
making it more likely that the viewer will try
marijuana if they haven't already.

To the Editor:

approach to safety was not amusing.

Matthew Hurtt
Junior, College of Liberal Arts

To the Editor:

Peaster jokes about MTSU safety

I believe an apology is in order from MTSU Police Chief Carl
Peaster for his unprofessional and less-than-serious attitude dur
ing the Campus Safety Forum, held Oct. 10 in the Keathley
University Center Theater. The students in attendance were gen
uinely concerned with campus safety, and Chief Peaster's comical

If Buddy wants to tell jokes, maybe he should resign his position at
MTSU and pursue a career in stand-up at Zanies in Nashville.
Something else that struck me was the statement Bob Glenn made
about individual security. He asserted that our individual safety was
not the responsibility of the University, and he was absolutely right
The Supreme Court decided in DeShaney v. Winnebago, 489 U.S. 189
(1989), that it was not the role of governmental agencies to ensure the
protection of individual citizens from others. Likewise, lower courts
have reached similar decisions: Gonzales v. City of Castle Rock, Pinder
v. Johnson, Warren v. District of Columbia, Riss v. New York, Balistreri
v. Pacifica Police Department, et al. Looks like we're on our own, folks.

Concerned students should note that the week of Oct.
“Empty Holster Protest Week.” Students should wear an empty
holster to protest current state laws that make it unlawful to carry
a firearm on campus. Contact me if you have any questions.

Outrage regarding guns at MTSU

I cannot speak for the majority of my fellow students, but I was
completely outraged by the thought of our Student Government
entertaining the idea of allowing students to carry guns on cam
pus. What would this resolution resolve? Nothing. The instances
of violence on campus such as the student attacked in her dorm
or the VA Tech massacre are tragic but rare. These instances would
skyrocket with the advent of education seekers packing heat

As 1 walked across the Walnut Grove on my way to Peck Hall
one afternoon, | came upon a plethora of broken beer bottles on
our "dry" campus. Everyone knows this campus is not dry. Maybe
officially, but in a functional capacity - no way. All MTSU needs is
for someone to be intoxicated, get in an altercation and pull out
their pistol to "resolve" the situation. People who are drunk and/or
irrationally angry won't think of the consequences at the time, but
the effects would be devastating. Permit or not, some people are
not fit to carry handguns, period. Students are among this group.

Opponenfts may argue that it is a Constitutional right to carry
guns. Although I don't like the prospect of a world where every-
one has a Glock on their hip, if it's in the Constitution than it is
your right. However, there are also time, place, and manner

Matthew Adair
Staff Columnist

Similarly, research at Texas State University
released in May, 2006 agrees with NIDA's find-
ings. Comparing exposure to anti-tobacco and
anti-marijuana ads among 18 and 19-year
olds, it was found students watching anti-mar-
ijuana ads were less likely to believe them than
students watching similar anti-tobacco ads.

Fveryone from independent researchers to
Congress' own Government Accountability
Office agrees: ONDCP's anti-drug campaigns,
specifically their anti-marijuana campaign,
does not deter people from using the drug, and
may in fact encourage them to try the drug out
of defiance.

\s a result, most of the students who do
hght up and get caught lose their financial aid,
due to a provision in the Higher Education
Act, added in 1998, that strips a student of
their aid upon conviction of any drug-related
offense, and prevents them from ever receiving
aid ever again. No financial aid often means no
college, and no college in today's world rele
gates a person to a life in the service industry,
or another dismal, low-paying job with little
chance of advancement.

By cutting students off from financial aid,
ONDCP s setting up a situation where it

Letters to the Editor
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Rachel Sears

Senior, College of Liberal Arts

Guns on campus not the answer

o the Editor

I am probably the biggest MTSU football fan out there! I love and
support our football team and every member! | know many of the
players and my boviriend of two years starts for the Blue Raiders.

Don't get me wrong; | love [Dwight] Dasher and I think he is
doing amazing lhmg\ for our team I‘igh! now, but | would really
like vou all to include some other major players on the team. There
are more than two or three guys who make our team win. 1 feel that
sidelines gives recognition to the players that people know and

redit with our football team’s success, but why don’t you think
about publishing some other stats and players’ names and make the
whole team feel appreciated. I know there are fans out there who
would appreciate that too, and maybe more people would read
your articles. | know plenty ot fans whose favorite players are those
who aren't in the spotlight. Why don’t you expand your coverage
and give our team the credit they deserve. | hope this letter doesn’t
fall on deaf ears and | look forward to hearing back from you.
One more thing: Is anyone thinking about how to get more stu-
dents out for our games? The number of students and the num-
ber of attendees at our games just don't add up.

Kaela Spees,

|

restrictions. Educational and government tacihties, ander both of
which MTSU would fall, are among the most hights regulated
under the time, place and manner standard.

I don't see how guns could possibly solve any violence problems on
campus. | know this resolution is reactionary to current unfortunate
acts of violence on college campuses, but in truth, what are the odds
that of the 32 people killed in the Virginia Tech Massacre, any one of
them would have happened to have been the one that was legally per-
mitted to carry a hand gun? Slim. Further, what are the odds that gun
mishaps would occur due to anger, drunkenness, sheer accident, etc,
when more students are allowed to legally carry them? Much higher.

Matthew Hurtt said in the article "SGA votes on gun resolu-
tion" |Oct. 4] that "the administration says it would drastically
change the college dynamics.” Of course it would! Teachers and
students would be constantly intimidated. | fear more for a cam-
pus full of students packing heat than the possibility of a random
attack on the scale of Virginia Tech.

I, for one, can say that the day 1 walk into a classroom where |
see the outline of a handgun concealed beneath the clothing of
the person sitting in front of me — with permission from the SGA,
no less — will be the day 1 withdraw from this fine university and
finish my education elsewhere. And I must make the assertion
that 1 wouldn't be alone.

Junior, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences

higher education, which opens access to more
money and thus more options for treating
drug addiction, the federal government is
essentially writing oft the futures of thousands
of young adults as a loss without thinking of
what could be done to help them.

The Higher Education Act is up for reautho-
rization this year, and grassroots organizations
such as Students for Sensible Drug Policy have
managed to persuade Congress to at least con-
sider revising the rules on financial aid. It must
be our responsibility as students, and as a
nation of people who believe in giving every-
one the chance to make something of their
lives, to remove a rule that punishes those who
have already been punished for not knowing
who or what to trust.

It is disgraceful that someone can murder,
rape, steal or commit any combination of
these, or any other offense, and still be eligible
to receive government grants, loans and schol-
arships should you ever be released. If, howev-
er, you get caught smoking a joint once youu
future is over. Our government’s bad policy
and bad information is perpetuating its own
War on Drugs, condemning an untola wam-
ber of people o a futuie of medioc v vhen
with help, those sanw people coule hawe
achieved great things.

If that's the truth our government wanis to
sell us, then it's time we just said no to the Aid
Elimmation Policy.

art education
reachea at

Matthew Adair is a senio
major and  can be

FRRATT cdadedan GO i

— - S—

(C N
LD

K\J_g_‘ —

] Ny

o318 .7.5‘[;_&‘\” O

gy Gavesy Owy Limegmns

An editorially independent newspaper

Middle Tennessee
State University
1301 East Main Street PO. Box 8
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Editorial: (615) 904-8357
Advertising: (615) 898-2533
Fax: (615) 904-8193

www. mtsusidelines.com

Editor in Chief
Managing Editor
Campus News Editor

Community News Editor

Assistant News Editor
Opinions Editor
Features Editor

Sports Editor
Assistant Sports Editor

Manda Turner*
Andy Harper*
Christin Pepple*
Maryv Rose Fox*
Genine E. Murray
Evan Barker*
Sarah Lavery

J. Owen Shipley
Richard Lowe

Photography Editor
Online Editor
Production Manager
Advertising Manager
Business Manager
Sidelines Adviser

*denotes member of editorial board

Steven (Th;\ppt'll

Justin Keoninh
Marcus Snvden
Matthew Adair
Jeri Lamb
Eveon Corl

Letters Policy:

Siddelines welcomes leters o the editor from all readers.
Please e-mail leners 1o slopimo@ misuedu, and include your name
and a phone number for verification.

Stddeles will not publish anonymous letters.

We reserve the night o edit tor grammar, length and content.

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit student-produced

newspaper of Middle Tennessee State University. Sidelines publishes

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday during the fall and

semesters and Wednesday during June and July. The

expressed herein are those of the individual writers and not neces-
sarily Sidelines or MTSU

spring
opinions




Thursday, October 18, 2007 l

FEATURES

Energy Fee inspires

Bill keeps university |
environment-friendly |

By Katy Coil
Staff Writer

Sidelines ® 5

students to act

During the fall semester 2005, students passed the Clean Energy Bill,
adding $8 to tuition in order to fund the MTSU's clean energy switch.

Many students, however, are unaware of it.

The Clean Energy Fee was passed by 89 percent of students who voted
in a record-breaking turnout. The bill was proposed by the Students for
Environmental Action (SEA). SEA President Reggie Miller said the bill
began with a survey.

“We surveyed around 600 people all over campus,” Miller says. “Fy
department, every age group, and compiled the amount of money peo
ple were willing to pay. We halved that to $8, got everyone t
at Homecoming and passed it with 89 percent approval

Marnie Allen, a junior business finance major, understands why
bill was p'.l»cd.

“I didn’t even know about it," she says
for wanting to clean up our school. The nicer it is, the more people

But 1 don’t blame tl

that want to come here.”

Allen believes she makes some contributions to the environment

“I don’t liter or anything, but I don’t travel in an energy sat
either,” she says. “1 don't go out of my way to do anything, but |
don’t do anything against it.

To help the environment, Allen is concerned with the issu

“We go through about eight trees per semester,” she says, ™ wld
put that into n-\\\im;.:. put up rec \'leg sites on camy
easter for students to recycle

Sophomore history major Joe McDaniel, wasn’t
either, but agrees that MTSU should be environment

“It’s pretty important,” he said. “If the environm
shape it would make life miserable for the rest of u

McDaniel does his share to help the environme

Photo by Patrick Casey, Staff Photographer. Photo illustration by Justin Keoninh, Photography Editor
1 thanks to the Clean Energy Bill, MTSU 1s making strides toward being environmentally-friend-

toward the tee

“I definitely don't liter,” he says. “1 do my best t tudent ' that goe
He also has an idea of how other students could

“Try to carpool as best they can but basicall Rochrich thinks the Raider Expr ther stu Money from the fee also goes to fund research projects on campus
e « L« « L ¥ .
. S ,( e dents to consery that deal with energy efficiency.
when it comes to Imcrlnu. he says. “They should probably put a t m o X . 2 - hat deal with CNCTEY L"hluk‘\
= If we'd all try 1o take the Raider | NPT (8 i ana i ow

\ portion, up to 10 percent, of our annual allocation go to research
projects,” Fitch says. “Right now we have one, that was for Dr. Cliff
Ricketts. He does a lot of work with hydrogen from water as a fuel. It’s

place for littering on campus. I'm not one of those exti oh

Mother Earth types, but | think we should take care of the

\ o
worshij

e tried to carpool to games and things, it would help a whole lot.” she says
IVITONIMC ¢ <

Miller explains that the bill works in two ways: five dollars goes to the

so we don't get sciewed ™

Junior psychology and Spanish major Brian Michels describes

himself as “slightly aware” of the bill

“I’'m okay with it because they're trying to make it known they're

trying to help,” he says.

The bill, he thinks, is an attempt from MTSU to help out.

making campus more efficient, like changing lights, g

on campus, and using biodiesel

green power switch, a TVA program that uses the pre
electric bill that funds wind turbines and solar panels
percent of MTSU's electricity relies on it. The $3 portion goes towa

miun
| I

\pproximately 11

| ttine hvbrid buses fee

called the development of a flex-fueled engine to run off the sun.”

\s the chair of the committee that allocates the Clean Energy Fee
inding, Fitch is responsible for making sure the projects funded by the
are worthwhile to MTSU.

\nd, according to Fitch, the Clean Energy Fee was a success because

& : For the 2006-2007 school year, the Clean Energy Fee received 1 was a student-backed initiative.
I recycle here and agan,” he says. “Nothing above the medium. | def e | : 1l ; | 3 had Eitad " T, i
. y $352.000 in funding from tuttion, S220.000 of whicl ent to the I Think becs < rt a group o - / " ¢ Nad ¢ ¢
mitely don't do cnough but it does make me comtortable to know the - " - b SO JACATNE-A SR O BTN TP WHWE SRICL WE MR ln‘!.u
Green Power Purchase program while the rest goes to various  for it and rather than sit around talking about it, they took action,” he

UNIVENSILY s Laking steps, that they re trying.

Michels does believe, though, that the university should communi

projects on campus, as outlined by Gend

Fitch, th

ASSOC AR vV Ict

SAavs

I don't think campus is more aware but because we've got fund-

A President for Student Affairs and Dean of Student [ife ing, we can take m. We 't have a lot of ing r $352.00
cate with students about environmental concerns on campus. f;\‘ ¢ (‘ ; ¢ i ; ‘ S ‘ ‘l. ‘ i . g, we ca e ¢ .h“ll n.l\ a_dnn t hl;]t 11«. Lo Hundml.,.nnl} $: )_.(ll( ,but
» > - > ¢ purchas 1 hybn uel or the motor ol Heel 1S astart mt think its so much we re e aware, it s jus dl we
I'm not aware of any outstanding problem,” he say, “but if they're aware of Fitcl ‘ ” ! ! ; l\ aiby ' N ‘i! ‘1 : s ;'u:j € IC MOre aware, its just that we
; Zin . “tch say ymeone had to take a trnip to ishville trom the 1ave a revenue stream to get st one.
problems we're not, they could make us aware so we could do something about > ? = SRR P ‘ £ EEYETINE SEERIIN WY S5 SE VIS

it. Action i the bottom line. Talking s good, but action gets things done™ university, the would have that option. Recycling containers, lamp What the Clean Energy Fee accomplishes next, though, is up to the students.
Nicole Richiich:a finior Precl A major, is not only aware of the bill crushers which allows us to take fluorescent lamps, crush, and We're ready to identify those projects with the amount of money
L8 y ¢ S « Y A « " 14 M % oo - R
” R recycle them, upgrades thermostats in some of the older building available, to build off wh: at group o 'nts starte
but believes she was one of the students who voted for it. 20 b : PESAOES i 4= 8 : ? : A “.ld i " '.‘.‘[ lh . E'r.(, k.l‘ of \‘.Udu.“\ & ".'kd.' o bplld
|~l [hinkll‘\ lﬂ()()d idC'l“ \hL’ savs ..]-'n rt'lll higon L()n\k'r\"ln\.{!ht' envi 1o I\V.l‘\k- []\a M More cnergy cthicient It's funded a lar \PINE Proje up \‘”n'\“\ mitiatives, }‘lth savs. 1 hC major plC(C of thl.\. bk‘\ld(‘h
< d, N - : & ’
comiment. T dhiins recyle vl T canand T4y 10/c arpool ek the nursing building to make it more energy efficient, the pun the project’s funding, is the green power itself. It's not up to the
possible, which ;mgu'npux i< 2 little difficult. Pve livedon a farm allmy. | Shaseof a bus that would be converted to run ol b il fron committee to set goals for the campus, it’s fro the campus to say
’ , « 'y « - « < . M 1 » .
e T SR , the kitchens. We are actually working on that \ vhere we want to be in “x’ number of years 2 N se )se proj-
life. I've always been very outdoorsy and I feel if we don’t conserve our > -y ‘ ; : ve s o be In X er of years and then set those proj
G : ’ a consultant helping student do that ts to fund those goals.” @

planet, we're all going to he homeless.”

By Jacob Sharbel
Contributing Writer

Many locals know the story of the
Human Fly. He was a traveling per- ‘¥
former who came to town in 1923 3§
claiming he could scale the S}
Murfreesboro courthouse and touch the
weathervane at the very top. After only a
few days, everyone had heard of the
stranger’s bizarre claim, and suddenly, he
was a local celebrity. A great crowd of
farmers and businessmen gathered
around the center of town to watch as he
undertook the feat. He shimmied up one
of the huge pillars, made it to the roof, and
began climbing the clock tower. He man-
aged to make it to the very top, just as he
had promised, and started making a specta- 4§
cle of his accomplishment. According to
some accounts, he did a little dance to show
off his success. He even pretended to lose his
footing at one point, and the crowd gasped,
thinking surely he was about to fall.

But no. He, of course, had done this before in
other towns. He was a professional.

Murfreesboro, though, was to be the
place of his downfall.

The Human Fly cautiously climbed back
down. Unfortunately, unlike his insect coun-
terparts, he himself could not fly. When he lost his
footing, this time it was not just an act. He slipped on
the rain-slick bowl not far from the top of the clock
tower, fell, and broke his neck. He died instantly on

the roof of the courthouse. The people of

Murfreesboro put his body in a coffin with a clear lid
and stood the coffin up in the window of a local busi-
ness on the square. At the foot of the coffin sat the
sign: “Do you know this man?” After a few days, the
townspeople had to bury him, and to this day, he
rests in an unmarked grave.

If you liked that story, then you are in for a treat.
This is just one of several that the BoroTellers, a local
guild of storytelling enthusiasts, told around this
time last year as they gave one hour tours to people
who love a good yarn.

And yes, according to the BoroTellers, all of the
stories they told were true.

with some luck, this year the nights of late

October will be cool and
clear, perfect conditions for the BoroTellers as
they lead groups of eager kids and adults on tours
around downtown Murfreesboro, thrilling them
with tales of our town’s sometimes hilarious,
sometimes chilling past.

The event is called Haunted Murfreesboro, and it
runs from 8 to 10 p.m. (with a new tour departing
every 15 minutes) during the last two Fridays and
Saturdays of October (the 19, 20, 26, and 27). Tours
will also be held on Thursday, October 25, running
from 7 to 9pm. The cost is $5 per person, and tours
depart from 118 West Vine St., across from the
Linebaugh Library and Murfreesboro Civic Plaza.

Member and co-founder of the BoroTellers Jette

Halladay has been preparing for Haunted
Murfreesboro. The walking tour is only in its third
year, but as with beth previous years, Halladay and
her fellow storytellers should expect a huge turnout.

During her years at MTSU, Halladay met other

e (Production Managet
raphic by Matthew Add

sto
ryvtelling enthusiasts — mostly through
her class - and that is how the BoroTellers, Haunted
Murfreesboro, and many of the other storytelling
events around town came to be

“Many of the students wanted to continue the sto
rytelling workshop after the class,” she says, “and we
weren't offering an advanced storytelling class, so we
formed a storytelling guild. It's been in existence for
probably about 11 years now

They never expected Haunted Murfreesboro to be a
huge success. They decided to charge five dollars a head
and hope that about a hundred people would show up.
A thousand people came, Halladay says, laughing.

“We found ourselves racing to make sure we got
everyone on the tour,” she says. “We weren't prepared
for that many. So the second year we were a little bit
more prepared. But this is our third year, and we've
realized that we've got something going here, and we
have to decide if we want to keep it going.”

Halladay did not want to say too much about this
year’s stories. “You have to come to Haunted

scare, enthrall

Murfreesboro,” she said. The BoroTellers
have promised one another that they will
tell certain stories only at Haunted
Murfreesboro and nowhere else, unless a
story is already largely known by the public,
such as the one about the Human Fly. She
did talk about some characters featured in a
few of the new stories. Some of them will be
about grave robbers, ghosts, or the Civil
War. “There’s an interesting fellow who
had an experience preaching the gospel to
animals,” she says
lhere's a story about the last man to
chair in
lennessee who was from Murfreesboro.”
Just like last year, the stories will be as
diverse, funny and entertaining as the sto
rytellers themselves.
A good story can enthrall people, trans-
porting them back to a different time and
perhaps to a different place. The
BoroTellers work hard to capture the
humorous and strange elements of our

be executed in the electric

town's history. Maybe, if an audience is
lucky enough, humorous or strange
things will happen on the tour.
Last year, as Boone Westtall, one of the
BoroTellers, told the story of the Human Flvto a group
of adults and kids, something unexpected happened.

I'hev made their way back to Vine Street, and he
was getting ready to wrap up the tour. Standing out-
side of the firchouse on the corner of Vine and
Spring on that clear night, the tour group could see
the courthouse a couple blocks away where the
Human Fly fell to his death so many vears betore. In
his resonant baritone of a voice and his slow, mes-
merizing style of Icllmg‘ Boone ended the storv by
saying that when the Human Fly fell, the fire depart
ment was dispatched and came to the scene of the
accident to try and save the man. Just as Boone said
the words “fire department,” a siren went off and
within seconds, a fire truck bolted from the firchouse
garage, responding to a call

The audience laughed, all a little bit
chilled, but definitely appreciating the bizarre coinci
dence, just one in the long history of our haunted

of them

town of Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
For more information and reservations, visit
borotellers.org. @
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Omens:

And the men who
won't bathe
because of them

[am
Sportacus

J. Owen
Shipley

Sports
Editor

For many fans, the result of a
ol a \“Ul““}l event often ‘h‘l'\
down to the proper distribution

of “obvious™ omens

Most dictionaries point 1

ol

that while omens are either

__;nu'd or bad, there is _.@I'U.:”\ a

voding

fore connotation assod
ited with the word. They are
tlso mostly derived from super
titious practices and out-dated

lgious behet

Sports omens are somewhat
lifferent. Thev can be either
wod or bad witl connota
tion of negativity (because a bad
ymen for the other team 1s a
good omen for vo but they
.i.-”vxw fromt same pdrt ol
the human pysche

Namely, th xplain what ouw
blind faith (or if vou're a Jets far
unwielding negativity) i certain
teams can not,

How did unranked South

Florida beat no. 13Auburn?

If youre an Auburn fan, the
answer might be as simple as you
having washed your lucky socks
but if vou're a Bulls fan the omen
may have been as simple as
Bubba's Pizza Shack find
ing your duplex withhout having

to call and mterupt the game

finally

Sports writers are not ymmune
to such superstitions either. More
specifically, I'm not.

For example, the best pre-game
food I've ever eaten tic
between the steak I had in Denton
Texas last year and the rack of ribs

[ ate in the press box in Memphis

was a

on Saturday
[he result of those delicious
pregame meals? A combined 56-7
and my two favorite games as an
M tan
Now

worst food 1've ever had was defi

on the other hand, the
nitely at home two weeks ago ver-
sus Virgina.

Fhepressbox meal was some
form of barbeque that looked so
similar to the baked beans that |
was too scared to try either,
Result? MT misses out on one of
the biggest upsets in school histo-
ry by a measly two points.

Ihis isn't to say that I believe
my meals can sway games, | may
be a drunk but I'm not crazy.
What means is omens are
important to the game of football
as cheerleaders, jumbotrons, and
nachos. In the end, while they

as

have nothing what so ever to do
with the games out come, they
can drastically alter the experience
of a win or a loss.

Possibly the scariest omen, in

my book, is the announcement of

a fireworks show before a game.
Ninety percent of the time that is
a move that seems to blow up
inthe home team’s face. Ask North
Texas how that worked last year.
When MT fire
works before the Virginia game |
knew they were in trouble. For the
entire rest of the game, despite the
momentum seeming to be in

announced

MT’s favor I just knew that some
thing terrible would happen.

Sure enough, after the game |
had to shout my press-conference
questions over loud explosions
and that feeling of fate gnawing at
my pride.

The beautiful thing is, had we
won that game. I would have felt
like we won twice, against the cay
aliers and against fate itself.

Negative omens are hard to deal
with, it’s true. Luckily, nothing
beats a good omen.

When their tiger mascot slept
through the pregame show, 1
knew Memphis was in trouble.

ardson

Staft Photographer

pponernt T iding 3-0 aganst Vanderoiit

Blue Raiders return home

Football team take on Indians in contest that could determine conference championship

Middle Tennessee will look to IMpProve ts con

record Saturday as they prepare to take on the Arkans:

State Indians at home in a game that could ha
Belt Conterence championship ramifications
Ihe Indians (3-3, 1-1 Sun Beht

AT OMmimnmg ol

21 home win against conference toe Lou

L atavette. 1 \"lh “\']P'_[ nl.l\\nl\'\{ Dy an averas )
points their three losses, ASU has

teams tough, including No. 19 Texas, o ) i

to beat the Indians by cight points despite having |

field advantage. However, ASU is 0-3 in road contests
“They are a really good team,” MT head coach Ricl St

Stockstill said. “‘”lk"\ are No. 1 in total offense in
Sun Belt

ference. They have been in every game they have played

whether it's been Texas or Tennessee.”
I'he Raiders (2-3, 1-1 SBC)

Memphis last Saturday in the first meeting between the
two teams in over 50 years. In that game, MT was able

and they are No. 1 in total defense in our ¢

iy
got a 21 win

i lowing Ihere are some similarities [between Dasher and
) vards total ofl lhe Raid so prevented  Leonard.]” Stockstill said. “Corey has already gone
lemph MM Cot i single tl down conver through what Dwight is |going through.] Every game
on after halftime and every practice is a learning experience for Dwight,
th t ‘ football team and it's probably true for Corey, except Dwight has
Stockstill said tl | peted Ivwell and  plaved in four :,:.nmxlnknn\\lhnrlf_"
plaved really m hal ['his game could help determine the Sun Belt cham-
n ur f1 P pron. Currently four teams (Troy, Florida Atlantic, ASU
n | d M yave one loss or fewer in conference PIJ)’.
Vhoever loses this game 1s likely to be out of the SBC
rv tight league,” Stockstill said. “There is
ird une. Leonard has also scor h ime i this league vou can look at and think it's a
tl ason, including four on the ground sure win. You don't talk about winning the conference
nilarly, the Indians will have to cope with M right now. You play Arkansas State and try to do you
own dual-threat quarterback, true-freshman Dwight  best and then go on to the next game. Hopefully one
Dasher. Dasher set the MT record for most rushing  loss can win the conference and hopefully that hap-
vards by a quarterback n mele game with his 180 pens
vard rushing performance against Memphis Dasher is I'he game is scheduled to begin at 2:30 p.m. at Johnny
at not strictly a runner, though. In tfour games as a starter Red” Flovd Stadium. @
he has surpassed 230 passing vards twice and has
'}\'l’.'.‘:“" v"." ‘N‘!4 ""‘.:. :

VB loses first SBC game

By Clarence Plank
Staft Writer

For just the second time in 23 attempts this season,
the MT volleyball team tasted the bitterness of defeat
To add to the distaste, the loss was to Sun Beh
Conference rival Western Kentucky.

Costly errors held the Blue Raiders to a . 188 hitting
percentage, giving the Hilltoppers a 3-0 victory on
Monday night in Bowling Green

It marks the first time this season that the Bluc
Raiders have been swept in a series. The Raiders fall
to 21-2, 8-1 in conterence play. Western Kentucky is
20-4, 9-0 and remains the only undefeated team in
the East Division. The Hilltoppers’ win ended MTS
cleven game winning streak

Last year, the Rauders snapped WKU' 24-hom
gane win streak and won a share of the Sun Belt
Conference title

“Twas very disappointed in our team tonight,” head
coach Matt Peck said. “I don't think Western is one of
the best teams we've played. We just didn't show up
to play. Western played a great match and had a great
game plan. We were outplayed. They deserve to be in
first-place right now.”

MT is currently in second place behind the
Hilltoppers with a rematch scheduled on November
9at 7 p.m.

Ashley Adams had 10 kills and hit .348 and Izabela
Kozon finished with seven kills and four digs. Kozon
scored two aces in the series.

I'he Blue Raiders commuitted six service and 12
reception errors I'hree of those errors cost the
Raiders game two.

"When yvour team has two or three people who

n too
wvbe o m Hil pla t
conferen )
I an ry pu d
had great matches this past
going mto this match, and
what our team was able to do tonie
pretty poor performances and w
We Il.l\'\ N }‘1}1 \\\(i\(lh' ‘Ill\.x-‘ ol us and

very disappointed in this outcome tomght

M
Lomsiana-Lafayette on Saturday betore
up its tour with a game on Monday against New

faces Louisiana-Monroe on Friday and

.\IAI;‘ N

Orleans
Coming into this weekend's match against a win
less UM (0-22, 0-9) team, MT may have its hands

full with a team that lost to North Texas 3-1
MT will need to stop Warhawk Lima Sam Fogg,
who had a triple-double, with 16 kills, 14 digs and 28
assists, in the loss to North Texas, to pull out the win,
ULL (3-22

2-8) was unable to break its 10 game
losing streak to North Texas over the weekend and
looks to face Western Kentucky a day betore M
arrives.,

I'he Blue Raiders are 5-1 against ULM dating back
to 2001 season and they face a New Orleans club that
is 11-11 and 5-4 in conference play.

UNO lost to division leader Denver on Sunday and
looks to get back into winning after they face Western
Kentucky on Saturday.

\fter this series MT only has five games remaining

before the end of the season and the SB(
Championships in Denver, Co. @
A !

it H MT Media Relations

a 348 hitting




Thursday, October 18, 2007

Sidelines ® 7

-
The SUPP Overall Top-25 Omen-acus
No. Tea ' ' ' Continued from 6
1. Ohlo State N.9453 709 It was the only way lmn)l\l hawe
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2. South Florida 7.9080 £81 of a rack of barbequed ribs and a .
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3. Oklahoma 0.8880 851 transformed into a game of des
tiny. And because | had known
4. Boston CO“OgO 0.8667 850 before kick off that it would end
that positively, my caveman-like
5. LSU 0.7933 585 superstitions were confirmed.
I know all of this might sound
6. South Carolina 0.6867 515 pyschotic, but omens are just one
of the things that make being a
7. Oregon 0.6587 494 sports fan a worth while experi-
ence — unless you're friends with .
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. , = bathe during an entire post season p
| 9. West Virginia S I 09 because he smelled bad the night - | . .
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» 517 ] 4 o -
12 Ariuone Siste = ] ['his is the sports section, stupid ——
" 2.3 y nd crazv are our bread and but
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If vou want sanity, go read the at
14. Florida 4 ,
Ship 1l
nb cached at
15. Kansas 401 can be re ted
e . COLOR BLACK
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| 17. Hawalil , Memphis:

18. Texas Continued from 1 o

See coupons below!

20. Tennessee
21 Georgia
22. Cincinnat
23 Texas Tech
24. Michigan
25 Penn State
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Sun Belt weighs bowl options

The

Lowedown

Richard Lowe
Assistant Sports Editor

For the second year in a row, the Sun Belt Conference
is sitting at a 3 — 3 record against Conference USA. The
Blue Raiders evened the record this past Saturday by
defeating C-USA member, University of Memphis, 21 —
7. Sadly, even if Middle Tennessee wins the rest of its
games this season, there is a chance that the football
coaches will be getting ready to recruit new players
instead of getting the team ready for a bowl game. This
situation has become one of the leading conversations in
the SBC offices in New Orleans. In order for the Sun Belt
Conference to continue gaining credibility, they must
earn more guaranteed bowl slots.

Currently, the R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl is the
only bowl tie-in for the Sun Belt while C-USA has six bowl
tie-ins. This makes the SBC championship that much
more valuable. Last year, for example, Troy and Middle
Tennessee shared the conference championship. Troy
ended up making the trip to New Orleans because of the
; ,

|

Trojans victory over the Blue Raiders. Middle Tennessee
did end up in the Motor City Bowl but if a higher tier
team finished bowl — eligible, MT would have easily been
sitting back in Murfreesboro. The Blue Raiders suffered
this fate in 2001 when they went 8 — 3 and tied for first
place in the conference with North Texas. The Mean
Green went to New Orleans while the Blue Raiders were
getting ready for next season. !

Message boards have been buzzing on the subject of
another bowl game since the competition of the confer-
ence has risen. The conference is the youngest in the FBS
division, which has also brought about its share of jokes.
Games against SEC and Big 12 powerhouses have added
losses to team records and bruises to player egos.

Recently, schools in the SBC have hired new coaches,
recruited better players, and played teams closer to their
competition. The result has been upsets from Troy
(Oklahoma State), FAU (Minnesota), Arkansas State
(Army and Memphis), and Middle Tennessee (Vanderbilt
and Memphis). The record against the C-USA has been a
striking point amongst fans because last year the SBC won
the series 4 — 3. With two more games against the C-USA
to go, the SBC could win the series again. The C— USA has
six guaranteed bowl slots.

Chris Massaro, director of athletics for Middle
Tennessee, has expressed his opinion on the subject sever-
al times within the last year but has also revealed details
that many fans may not realize. “The second bowl slot is

ideal and necessary [for the SBC|, but you must be able to
finance it,” Massaro says.

A key to financing the bowls is attendance for home
games and bowl games that SBC schools are invited.
“Season ticket sales and mailing lists are essential to bowl
selection,” Massaro stated.

The Motor City Bowl, albeit a crowning achievement in
Middle Tennessee athletics history, became a topic of con-
versation when it comes to inviting Sun Belt schools to
bowl games. Middle Tennessee fans were asked to travel to
Detroit, Mich., the day after Christmas and the day before
the men’s and women’s basketball teams were to face in-
conference rival, Western Kentucky University. Even
though the crowd was heavily one sided towards Central
Michigan, a school that was a three-hour drive from Ford
Field, Middle Tennessee brought out a respectable num-
ber of fans. Many of those same fans made the quick turn-
around and traveled back to Murfreesboro for both bas-
ketball games as well.

If the Sun Belt Conference has its way, the second guar-
anteed bowl slot would be located in the southeast,
whether a slot is granted to them or a new bowl in creat-
ed. “I think [the southeast] would be the ideal location to
host a bowl game [for the conference],” Massaro says. “It’s
key to be able to drive to a bowl game.”

Richard Lowe is junior broadcast journalism major and
can be reached at rlowe@mtsutv.org
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Soccer
beats
UALR,
ties
ASU

By Clarence Plank
Staff Writer

The MT soccer team didn’t
this weekend.
Unfortunately it didn’t win both
contests, either.

Middle Tennessee pulled out a
much needed win over Sun Belt
Conference foe Arkansas-Little
Rock 3-1 on Friday, but tied
Arkansas State 0-0 on Sunday.

The Blue Raiders had plenty of
opportunities to score on
Arkansas State, but failed to do
so due to penalties and was
shutout for the third time this
season. This was the first time
that ASU has not lost a game in
eight attempts.

"Give Arkansas State credit
for battling and keeping us off
the board today, and 1 take
nothing from them,” head coach
Aston Rhoden said. “I also don't
feel like we played a very good
soccer match. We played a great
defensive match but we couldn't
capitalize on some scoring
chances, especially early when
we had a chance to put the pres-
sure on them."

The Blue Raiders got a must
win over UALR on Friday, which
helped them get back into the
SBC tournament chase. They
beat the Lady Trojans 3-1.

"It's a huge win for us because
UALR is such an improved team
and it shows in their record over-
all and in the league,” head coach
Aston Rhoden said. "We played a
tough opponent tonight, and we
were fortunate to get some goals
there late in the first half."

With the win and the tie, MT
(6-5-3, 3-2-1) is now fifth in the
SBC standings and has a chance
of making a higher seed by the
end of the season for the SBC
Tournament in November. MT
has to win out in order to cap-
ture the first seed.

As it stands with this week-
end’s matches with Louisiana-
Lafayette and  Louisiana-
Monroe, the Blue Raiders can
easily move into fourth place.
The final three games are against
defending SBC  champion
Denver, North Texas and
Western Kentucky.

Coming into this weekend’s
games MT is 4-2 against ULL
with MT winning 5-0 last season
in Murfreesboro, and so far they
have a three game winning streak
against the Cajuns. A win will
move the Raiders ahead of ULL.

MT has faced ULM a couple
of times, and the last meeting
was a 4-1 victory 1n
Murfreesboro. ULM  host
Western before playing MT. The
Warhawks beat Florida Atlantic
1-0 a few.days ago and hopes to
be the spoiler going into the
final stretch of the season.

The Blue Raiders have only
five more games in conference
play before the end of the season.
I'he tie and win gives the Raiders
the advantage of keeping pace
with Western Kentucky and
North Texas who are both 6-0.

It has been a difficult season
for the Blue Raiders, but they are
still in contention in a close divi-
sion. MT faces ULL on Friday in
Lafayette, La.,, at 7 p.m. and
wraps up the road trip with a
match against ULM in Monroe,
La,at] pm.@
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Get Us Moving
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