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Here's to you... 
Looking back and stepping forward 

So the cltf? mil of the h.115, and I stand guifly as charged -- I am a child at heart, one who never has 

grown up • a closet Nocr-Nevibriand citizen, If you will. 

Yet. whajteth* harm' C'.in't we all standabit <>r" comic relief ffom time to time - even it it means 

reverting hack to tun childhood games or conjuring up memories ot those days when everything was 
simple?    JE 

Through child's eyes we saw the world in 3-D Technicolor; yet life was simply hlack and white to 

us. Back then, there was nothing that mom couldn't fix or nothing more satisfying than cookies and a 

tall glass o< milk after of course a long, grueling day of finger-painting, toad hunting, skipping stones, 
cowboys 'n indians and hop-scotch. 

Aah -- yes. those were good times, and times that we should never forget, let go of or hesitate to talk 

about. After all. those early years of our life are probably the MII^IC moU thing that everyone has in 

common. Children are children ami childhood frames are childhood I'.unes universally across all the 
borders of the globe. 

So why not put the skip back into yourstefTand whistleii IrtitetUne as yoa"go off to work'' --hey. 

whoever said that you couldn't have your cake and eat it too'.' 

Robin Wallace 

FLASH! Editor 

NOISE FROM 
WHAT'S  ONE 

THING   YOU 

WOULD   CHANGE 

ABOUT   MTSU? 

THE KNOLL 

I'd get rid of the 

tree huggers." 

Wei Hutcheson 

Junior, Finance 

I would have 

drinking on campus." 

Shannon Bahiaii 

Freshman, I Undeclared 

Lynchburg, TN 

"I would do away with 

parking tickets.   Parking 

should be included with your 

Brandt Dunn 

Senior. Public Relations 

Fayeileville. TN 

•| wish that there were 

programs to educate people 

about the equality of men and 

Nidi Cote 

Freshman. BUt/Pn-Med 

Ml. Juliet. TN 

"I would add engineering 

techniques applying to urban 

and alternative music for 

RIM majors." 

i Jeffrey 

11 ,        « .   Senior, RIM 

Baltimore. Mf) 

e.Wait us 

t 
H 

BHI 

•   j>.'.»J 

"1 would have the rugby 

team be a school-sponsored 

sport." 

Marshall Sparkman 

Freshman. Aerospace 

Murfreesboro. TN 

"I wish there was more 

interracial interaction," 

Joel Piiee 

Sophmore, Vndet hired 

lleiulersonville. TN 

"I want more programs for 

internationals such as 

myself in order to meet lots 

of people." 

Schewkoota Heinnial 

Sophmore. CIS 

U.A.E. (Middle En\tI 

ho 
Said... 

A Man'? Man 

S\ i- ,i word that rets .1 reaction Irom 

everybody. Seme gci angry, some get 

embarrassed and some get more excited 

than Angela ,11 .1 Fcmi Na^i conference. 

Most nun fill into (In- excited 

category. Beginning .11 pubvrtv, men ago 
m;c over sex until the day they die. Wc 

ilimk about the girls we wanna Jo .ind 

how to get them m the sack. Our dirty 

minds cause 11- to say and Jo stupid 
things. Usually our -(tipid action- .ind 

word- get u- no -ox. Instead, they gci us 

-lapped in the face and humiliated. A- a 

result, men stay horny and ma-iurbatc. 

I lie stupidity-masturbation cycle lasts 

until the day .1 man gets laid. Ai lir-i 

men think they've conquered the world. 
01 course men want sex over and wer 

again. But sex causes problems. It changes 

things between men and women. Women 

- and sometimes men - gel emotionally 

attached to each other after sex. Women 

think thev own men. Men think sex is 

)u-t a feel good physical activity. 

The result is interesting: women think 

men are jerk-, and men think women are 

overbearing bitches. Do men and women 

learn anything Irom the experience? 

Women learn some ~ men learn tioth 

ing. That's probably because women think 

with their brain and we think with our 

dicks. Women get wiser and are careful 

when entering future relationships. Men 

-lay horny and continue to enter rela- 

tionships with the goal ol getting -ome. 

There'- only one thing that change- a 

man'- mentality — marriage. Men- sex 

drive gradually decreases when we get 

married. At lir-t. married people have 

great sex. It-eventually gets to the point 
where couple- have sex a few times 1 

month. Why does (III- happen' Nat lire. 

We reach our Sexual peak at iS. while 

women  reach   it at   ;•. 

What's the best solution? Young men 

should date older women. I here are 

many advantages to this lor both sexes. 

Let's examine the men lir-(. Men 

don't have to put up with voting women, 

who ire often lull ."I -hit. Young women 

expect   nun   to  spend   time   with   them 
doing stupid stuff. 1 lu \ know damn well 

that men only Jo -tupiJ -mil to get nook 
ic, and the young women know thev 

aren't giving any to men. Instead ol put 
ting up with whining and games, nun 

would get  women  who know what they 

Women would get men who want 

them. Older nun want to cat and watch 

ESPN. Young nun like thai -mil too, bin 

they put  sex ahead ol  I00J and   IV 
But will tin- happen' Hell no. bo I 

cue— in the end we're all screwed. 

<hz 
Qid... 

A-fiipic-al Woman 
fcn Anae/a White 

When I first heard that I was 

writing about -ev (his week, I had no 

idea what I was going to say. In fact, I 

still don't. That's why I'm writing what 

I'm writing right  now. I'm stalling. 

Quite frankly, I don't have much 

experience in this held Hell, I don't 

ha\c any experience in this held. So 

don't expect any technical advice Irom 

this column. 

One thing that I do know about sex, 

thai   everyone   but   maybe   the   Ann-h 
know about -e\, 1- that physical 

appearance 1- very important. Don't let 

anyone tell you Otherwise. Thev arc 

lying. A lot. Pathologically even. 
In fact, I'll 50 so lar a- (o -ay (ha( it 

1- the most important pan in attracting 

one person to another. Period. And don't 

even try to say otherwise. 
As I -it here writing, there is a 

Conversation bcini; held around me - a 

common occurrence here in the new- 

room. 

This particular conversation 1- about 

breasts. 

There 1- an article in one of the 

many fashion,beauty magazine- to which 

I subscribe j ves, I subscribe to Cosmo 
anj (he like...(hat's right, me j about 

how different women feel about their 

breasts The women interviewed ranged 

Irom an A cup io a DD. 
Guess which one our opinions editor 

Colin was drooling over. 

Our news editor |ennv Cordlc and 1 

came (he conclusion (hat put together 

we wouldn't make a C cup. 
Whether  u  be  breasts,  legs,  ass  or 

teeth     [don't     ask],     men     have     a 

fascination    with    some    aspect    of    a 

.■Oman's body. 
I suppose the same can be said to 

some degree about women and men's 
bodies - some women like bulging 

biceps, some a rippled s(omach, but you 

don't really hear of anyone being an "a — 

woman." 
One primary difference I have 

noticed between men and women is (he 

imponance aspects other than appearance 
make in being attracted to someone. 

Most women need something else there 

intelligence, wit, sensitivity. 
Most men just don't seem to need 

those things qijite as much. 

In fact, for many ot them, a nice rack 

>r ass is enough. 
I have to put my obligatory 

disclaimer here. Not all men are like 

this. That's why I said "most." 

1 know one guv who would read my 

last paragraph and start yelling at me. 

continued on page 4 
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«. 'pinions 
■ ■• 111 i il l.i h 

letters to the editor 

To &Acn Tn&K. OWN 
In response to Daniel Ross's article, "Will 

someone please kill the video star?" I speak in 

defense ol these -e called "cookie cutter" artists. 

Mr. Ross claims that artists such as Britney 

Spears, the boy bands and Ricky Martin sell noi 

only their music but also their images. I 

completely agree with this. I also believe that 

each and every artist has an image that he or she 

enhances, exaggerates and draws attention to in 

order to sell records. 

It's called showbi;. It's the way things work. 

In a perfect world, artists would be commended 

only for their creative genius and sell expres 

sions. However, this world Is obsessed with 

Images and trends and as a result, performers 

will play up their best features, whether it be 

grunge appeal, a cute midriff or sexy dance 

moves. 

I'm not arguing that these artists are 

talented in comparison with some of the greats, 

I don't think thev would either. I do, however, 

think thev arc good at what thev do. They're 

cute, they're charismatic and obviously someone 

likes them because they're filthy linking rich. 

The clothes and the image are all part of 

presentation. If I remember correctly, the 

Weeper video "Buddy Holly" (that Mr. Ross 

commendedj took a theme, exaggerated it and 

made it entertainment. That's exactly what 

Britney Spears did with her Catholic school girl 

look.    Same idea, different tastes. 

I don't want to insult Mr. Ross, nor do I 

disrespect his opinion. I too have watched with 

disgust as many followed a short-lived trend. 

However, 1 do think these young star-- deserve 

some credit. Ihcv'rc performers, and they're 

good at what thev do. If you don't like it, that's 

perfectly     okay. But     there's    no    need     to 

continually insult  them  simply because  they're 

popular. 

Amanda Virffilli-fo 

Side-line^ re-atvre^ Editor 

FoF-CUTUZB- feuK£tt£APS 
lo Daniel Ross, the writer ol 'Will someone 

please kill the video star:'' in  last  week's issue, 

THANK YOU!!!   This has Ken a big issue to 

music   lovers  From  time  immemorial,  although 

the issue goes a little farther than musk. I am 

talking ol   the pop-culture  industry.  By pop,ill 

Hire  industry  I  mean  the  people who create  cul- 

ture for the masses, and try to give definition to 

American culture by instituting figureheads such 

as   Britney   Spears,   the    Backstreet    Boys,   and 

C hristina   Aguleira.   This  is also  the   power of 

capitalism  working upon  the masses. These fig- 

ureheads   wear   clothes   that   signify   popularity, 

and  if one does not wear X style ol clothes, or 

X brand ol clothes, one is not socially accepted. 

And who sets these standards? The pop culture 

industry.   I hese are the role models of America's 

youth  in the today's society; role models whose 

Qualifications  to  accept   that   status  1  question. 

One shocking event that stand.- out in my mind 

bears witness to the previous statement. While 

passing  through   mv   family   room   one  evening, 

my   attention   was   caught   by   a   yearly   music 

awards event  [the   ultimate  form  of promoting 

Top 40 musical   acts], and  I  -.topped   to  watch. 

Christina   Aguliera   was   announced   the   winner 

for some award or other, the  title  escapes  me. 

She stumbled from her seat, nervous and crying, 

and made her way amid a flurry of screams and 

tears   to  the   stage.   The   first   words   from   her 

mouth   into   the   microphone   were   "OH,   MY 

GOD, you guys!" with  heavy valley girl accent. 

"Like, Oh   my god,  thank   you   SOOO   much!" 

Again, valley girl. The lir-t thought thai flashed 

into mv mind was that   this is how America  is 

being represented to countries around the world, 

an image of [8-year-old  looking  i.) year old bub 

ble gum valle) girls singing 98 D 

world superpower, huh' What  happened to the 

days when music was validated by the essence . I 

the music, and not the image   1 p star 

purports? When MTV actually aired video- 

more than an hour a day' I In eventual decline 

of American culture is becoming 1 realm when 

the construction', ol American capitalism di ie 

natc 'N SYN( and Britne) Spears to ■<■ 1 .1- role 

models lor the world's youth. I hi- decline also 

became a reality when America began to define 

it's own culture by the latest trend shown on 

MTV. Let's wake up from our cotton candy, 

Catholic school-girl plaid skin fantasies, 

America. 

Mike- Amrozowicz- 

Sfaff Writer 

i^ove- ANP khNmp&e- 
I am worn out from enduring a poor repre- 

sentation ol myself and many of mv acquain 

tame-. I am disappointed thai SO many people 

who nave given up on one ol life's greatest, most 

rewarding challenge- hold such 1 Strong voice 111 

college culture. We live under the shadow of a 

lost generation a generation that expended much 

of it brain cells seeking a higher plane of con 

sciou-ness with the help ol mind altering sub 

stances and is now spoken for by contemporary 

prophets j Jerry Springer/Sally Jesse Raphael j 

whose lectern is maligned with a million self 

help books composed ol contradicting philoso 

phies. Their message is a bad check, cashed in 

the bank of our culture and gaining interest in 

the form of brooding statistics, flail ol 11- who 

marry will get divorced. There 1- no other way. 

You arc not a person in charge of your own des 

tiny you are a statistic. 

In support of such an empowering message is 

Flash!'s own Angela White [a. k. .1 Atypical 

Woman.J     White   states   thai   marriage   "has 

become an  institution so riddled with failure and 

broken promises thai I she 1 cannot help but to 

separate I herself ( Irom it entirely." She sup 

port-  her  rejection  ol  marriage  with   .1  simple 

thought:     "just   live  your  life  the  way   you   want 

u. break away Irom  the restraints ol  1 onl 

ty.... in other word-, -crew it." £1 lashl March  1, 

iOOO.l 

While   White   may   have   her   own   personal 

reasons lor her disgust  with  marriage rea 

care to respect u  1- my duty to expose her view 

for what   it  i-:    an  alarmist's  n I   fear. 

Our age has encrypted it; understanding ol why 

thing- go wrong by forming intimate relation- 

ships with people M don'i know ("Elizabeth 

l.uler and HI, othei icons ol the papara^i who 

belong to the Mulitisj 1I11I I, receiving 

their -torn- as tl We  watch 

ourselves lay with multiph from  »vith 

m our own In in. -.pencilling 

what   we  see  on   tcli I   in  Fables 

ited with I > tilinc mu ; j I01 mine 

Fantastical  ideas aboui   whai   ma illy is. 

We  practice   American  Pic    c>   in  high 

and 'Melrose Place' sex in 1   llegi     ind wi  think 

thai we nave discovered innmacs     So, why are 

challenged   to  creai ful   marital 

relationships?   ' your own answer hci 

One thing thai health class hasn't taughi you 

and Doctor Ruth wont enlighten you about dur 

ing  her  next   house call:     sex   1- the  number one 

cause ol 1 False sense ol intimacy. Two naked 

bodie can easil) lie in bed, -km on -km, pressed 

together and perspiring like ( rocketi and Sheila 

I , and -till be IUSI  two individual*  who are as 

lar  away  From  one  another  .1-  Venn    and   Mars. 

Nexi time von get to chai  with Will 

( hambcrlain, a-k him to recite the name- ol 

his  las!    1 )•   billion   loser-.      I hi-  false   -en-e  ol 

intimacy 1- directly related to many marital mis 

take-. I recommend thai we re evaluate the lib 

oral expenditure ol our virginity ) what- that? j. 

Dear Ms. White: Divorce 1- more likely 

ih.in  a  successful  marriage.     In  order  1h.1t   we 

may   break  away  Irom  the restraint- ol  conform 

ity',  shouldn't   we   |u-i   salute  the  current   age 

with   our  commanding  middle   linger-   and   |ti-t 

get married and stay thai way till we're old and 

gray? I hi- 1- the best way to offend an age ol 

pop culture 1l1.1t is beckoning 11- to acauicscc by 

letting 11- think thai we are unique by losing our 

faith in the most rewarding and challenging 

institution: marriage. We have all Ken burni 

by the failure ol marriage whether your own par 

out-, your friend- parents, or your own rela 

tionship-it 1- .1 tattoo placed on a very visible 

pan ol our culture's anatomy.    Ms. White, you 

and   I  and  all  ol   our   other   peer-  Jon 1   have   to 

wear the same tattoo. My .heap advice treat 

marriage like 11 is a tattoo thai covers your entire 

body and can never be removed. Make -tire thai 

it look- good..., real good. See thai il 1- made ol 

the  kind  ol   ink  that   wont  bleed  when  your old 

aVid sick    1   HI-1  young and stupid, and then go 

il  .1  man  ol  the doth  and  make  your 

1 reality.    Put  up your fingers, we 

in    to t hange the world. 

rony tatr\cM. pak/eaj 
vWit me- at:    rorwatr\cMpa\c,\e^.\vma.com 
write- me at:    Mlidoqcowbo^hahoocom 

ATSpical Woman 
Continued from Faoe ^ 

Intelligence is important to him, he would 

say. So are many other things other than 

looks. In fact, looks aren't even the most 

important of them all. 

I hen a -Victorias Secret commercial will 

come on, and he'll be lost to the world lor 

about thin\ seconds. 

Simply put, the way we look determines 

who we will get, and who is out ol our 

league.    1 here  1- no getting pa-t  th's.  All  the 

intelligence and wii and such i-n't going to 

help a bu il you're ugly. But fortunately, as 

Jern Scinficld once pointed out, ugly people- 

do have one salvaging factor: alcohol. 

Yes, this may be morally and ethically and 

all other kind- ol wrong, but it's the way we 

are. Society will always favor 11- beautiful, no 

matter the species. 

The re-t of us ugly people will just have 

make due in a mirror obsessed world. 

Of course we could always jusi -hip all 

the pretty people to -omc island somewhere. 

Work- for me! 

O MARCH 15, 2000 
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by Robin Wallace 

FLASH! Editor 

Oxygen ignites 'boro life 
While oxygen i- vitally needed to 

sustain life, Oxygen is desperately 

what   Murlrcc-boro'- nightlife need-. 

Since the club opened February i |, 

it ha* drawn over .1 thousand people 

each weekend night, making it with 

out ,1 doubt the hottest club in town. 

So what'* ihe hype about' 

Mavbc it's the 24x20 foot steel 

dance floor pin- a 120 souarc foot plat 

form *tagc, or the lullv stocked bar- 

that -urround the dance floor. Vet, n 

a Is? could be the s^unJ system that's 

completely equipped with 25/300 

speakers. Then again, there'- the eighj 

track spotlights, -i\ data flashes and 

four of the area'- fir-t intellbeam 

lights. 

I- 11 any wonder that people are 

lining up around the block to "bust a 

mow" at this club' 

"It's better than I'd thought it"d be 

- it's really awesome and they play 

kick ass music," said Crystal N'ovotnv, 

a MTSIJ freshman. 

Pis: jockeyed bv Bvcret Collins, 

former P| of Chattanooga's South 

Beach, the club rocks to top 40s music, 

mixed with ,Sos, early cjos, as well as 

a little bit of rap and retro. 

With the music vibrating, the 

lights strobing and the clubber* groov- 

ing, the ultimate party atmosphere is 

heightened by the mirror lined walls 

and the multi-level "seating area*" of 

bar-tools and tables. 

'I wa- surprised that we have a 

club like this. It's more like a 

Nashville type of club," said MTSU 

sophomore Mischa Nemeth. 

Having a minuscule club scene, a 

college setting and a booming popula- 

tion, Tai Pan, the corporation thai 

own- Ovvgcn, found Murlrcc-boro to 

be an ideal  location. 

While I.n Pan has established a 

". Ii.nn" of club* in Chattanooga, 

Atlanta and now Murfrcesboro, each 

club ha- it- own name, motif and 

cater* to diflerent crowd*. 

With more construction to under 

£0 and a Quarter of a million dollar* 

already invested, which is more than 

what was put into their last club, Tai 

Pan   will   nio-t    likely   make   Oxygen 

their most diverse club. 

Owgen plan- 10 have lini-hcd, in 

time lor the N'CAA Championship 

basketball game, a 5,1x10 square-foot 

-port- bar complete with wide screen 

I.V.- and  pool  table-, and  decked  out 

in the -pint of "March Madness." 

By August, Oxygen will debut its 

VIP room, featuring an Absolute 

Vodka bottle shaped bar, which will be 

a "happy hour" bar scene opening on 

weekday- at  --,  p.m. 

Management goals go beyond open 

ing a successful club - they also 

include creating or monopolizing the 

Murfreesboro nightclub industry, 

depending on individual perspectives. 

"I think people will like this so 

they don't have to drive to Nashville. 

I The drive i*j line once or *o a 

month, but it gets old and dangcrou* 

after clubbing all night," -aid 

Oxygen's general manager (aine- Ford. 

Although the dangers of late night 

driving may not be a factor in panv 

ing at Oxygen, bar brawl* tend to pose 

a threat. 

"j_Oxygcn] has too many fights, 

but that come* with any club - the 

trouble really starts when it i* moved 

into the street, but everything else 

about j Oxygen j is going smoothly," 

said Detective John (one* of the 

Murfreesboro police department. 

While it seems that Oxygen has 

captured center stage of 

Murfreesboro'* nightlife, it is ju*t that 

- center stage. Other "boro clubs still 

have a lot of varied musical at mo* 

pheres to offer the area besides just 

the top 40s dance mix genre. 

"Mainstreet has been here for 17 

years and it has seen many new and 

supposedly modern club* come and go 

- but I think that i Main-treet I 1- .1 

Murfreesboro landmark and will 

always be here," said Matt Ru-sll, a 

"jack of all trades" at -,17 We*t 

Mainstreet. 

Yet, others contend that Oxygen 

will be around for a while, making 

it-elf the premier club of the toro - 

yet only time will tell. 
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Bri.in DePalma is OIM of those directors who 

walks the line line between true .irtistrv .ind the 

mainstream. His talent is immense, .is evidenced 

early even in the B-gradc "Body Double." The 

man knows how to move a camera. 1 just wish 

he'd move it around a story that packed more of 

an emotional punch. 

DePalma's latest film, "Mission to Mars," 

stars Garv Sinise. Tim Robbins, Don Cheadlc, 

Kim Delaney and |erry CConnell as American 

astronauts headed toward the Red Planet lor the 

fir-t time in history. Cheadlc'- character Luke is 

sent down first with three companions, and he 

alone survives a -trance dust storm emerging 

from a mountain. Sini^-, Robbin-, Delaney and 

O'Conncll attempt a rescue mission. 

The primary premise of "Mission to Mars" is 

intriguing in itself: Cheadlc has discovered a 

hucc metal monument shaped like a lace. j_The 

face we sec now in the satellite pictures i- real, 

and not a trick of shadows!] All i- well until 

the face becjn- emanating an encoded message, 

which Nni>< immediately decodes after looking 

at a pile of M&M's on the floor I it'- as Strange 

as it -ounds, believe mej. It appears that the 

message is a test of the intruder-' humanity, and 

once they pa-s the test, the secrets of the origins 

of life will be revealed. 

I won't be giving much away 10 reveal those 

secrets myseli _ articles on the film, and even 

the television trailer, are detailing how the a-tro 

nauts discover that alien- are responsible lor 

instigating life on earth. During the middle ol 

the film'- revelation, the astronauts actually 

walk   around    a    miniature    model   ol    the    solar 

system as it 

re-enacts the Big 

Banc; and evolu- 

tion before their 

verv eves. 

This approach is, of course-, an interesting 

one. "Mission to Mars" is making some sound 

conclusions. In short, there can be no uncaused 

effects. In other words, if the theory of evolution 

is correct, where did the ingredients for 

Campbell's Primordial Soup come from? The 

answer, for them, is from extraterrestrial-. I I 

often wonder why popular artists have no prob- 

lem accepting the possibility ol a creator, so long 

as it isn't Ciod.l 

But this material has been done before by 

television's "The X Files" and by the films 

"Contact" and "2001: A Space Odyssey." The lat- 

ter film appears to be DePalma's biegc-t inspira- 

tion. 

Many of i lie scenes in "Mission to Mar-" arc 

so obviously Kubrickian it's amazing DcPalma 

didn't dedicate it to the late auteur. The metal 

face functions similarly to "iOOi"'s -tone mono 

lith. Some sequences in "Mission to Mars" 

pulsate with real, nail biting tension. They are 

suspenseful through understatement, the actors 

rightly restraining their emotions, the music is 

lic,ht and not manipulative. I he-e sequences 

-parkle with greatness. 

Then, the whole thing unravel- into an 

"Armageddon" like popcorn movie. DePalma for 

gets that "2001" evoked awe with its cinematic 

impressionism. "Mission to Mar-.' in most 

scenes, employs wild expressionism tor less dra 

matic impact. His Kubrickian homage is 

grotesquely overplayed. 

When  the   finale  arrive-   and   we   see   our 

creators" lor the first tune, the result 1- dismal 

Iv antichmactic, with use of obvious animation   I 

 liln.  
review 

by Jarcd Wilson 

Staff Writer 

recall seeing Steven Spielberg's "Close 

Encounters of the Third Kind" as a child, and I 

watched it again over the Christmas holidays. 

Though about 20 years of movicgoing 

experience had passed between those viewingS, 

the wonderful, overwhelming sense of awe at the 

little bodies, faces partially obscured, emerging 

from the -pace ship at the end, still got to me. 

DePalma's alien is fust a hi tech Roger Rabbit. 

The actors in "Mission to Mars" arc fine. 

DePalma ha- certainly assembled a great cast, 

though Sinise and Robbins have done much 

better. Cheadlc is the standout, though, as he is 

in most of his films. I firmly believe he is the 

ino-i versatile actor working m Hollywood today, 

and I'd pay to sec him in most anything. [If you 

didn't catch his award winning turn in "A 

Lesson Before Dying" on HBO, make sure vou 

rent  it  from vour local video store.J 

In specific moment-, "A Mission to Mars" 

evidence- astute  directorship. As a  whole, how- 

ever, DePalma has added to his list of inconse 

quenttal movies. I liken DePalma to Joel 

Schumacher, who has directed both the great 

"Falling Down" and the abysmal "Batman and 

Robin." 

But DePalma's derivative style may be his 

Strength. In "Blow Out," he salutes Antonioni. 

"Body Double" was basically Hitchcock meets 

Ru-s Mover. "The Untouchables," of course, was 

adapted from the old television program. 

PePalma's success also includes the rarely seen 

"Casualties of War" with Sean Penn and 

Michael J. Fox. 

But with the dud "Snake Eyes" as his la-t 

film rjanother work with an overt Hitchcockian 

vibe J, he may be in a bit ol a rut. He can take 

heart, though. Even Francis Ford Coppola, the 

genius behind "The Godfather" trilogy and 

"Apocalypse Now," took a misstep with "Jack." 

My  trade:     C 

IK-.II, 1. 

by Ruth Peltier 

Staff Writer 

Circle Players present racially-conscious 'Last Night of Ballyhoo' 
Everyone wants acceptance from the people around them. 

However, the Circle Players' production of "The Last Night of 

Ballyhoo" reminds us that some things arc too important to 

sacrifice on the altar of conformity. 

Adolph Fretag, his sister Boo and his sister-in-law Reba live 

together in Atlanta just before World War II. Each of the women 

has a daughter around 20 years old. The family is very proud that 

thev "have the only Jewish mailbox on their street, except for one 

family that is so far at the end that they do not count." 

Thev v.ork very hard at fitting into Atlanta society. The only 

conces'icn that Boo makes to their Jewish heritage is a refusal to 

put a -tar at the top of their Christmas tree. The rest of the fam- 

ily insists chat even that  is unnecessary. 

The biggest problem confronting the family at the time the 

play begins is the fact that Boc's daughter, Lala, has no date for 

the dance that ends the annual Jewi-h social event, Ballyhoo. 

Kaul Bluestone gives a believable performance as Boo, who sees 

*this as a final failure in the dismal social career of her daughter. 

She worries of Lala ever marrying into a Jewish family with the 

proper social connections. 

Lala, played by Holly Allen, comes across as a caricature rather 

then   a   fully   developed   character.   She    had   several   excellent 

opportunities 10 make us identify with her, I'm   In does not make 

11-c ol them a- well a- -he could have 

I.on Gary gives 1 great performance 1   Adolph, the titular head 

ol tin- clan who 1- somewhat overwhelmed bv  all the women in 

the house. The scenes thai feature Boo and Adolph alone on 

arc some ."I the best  moments of the play. 

However, n 1- Donna Stepherson .1- Reba and Lynda Cameron 

as her daughter. Sunny, thai bring the play to life. I In 11 

mother daughter interaction 1- convincing. Like Boo, Reba does not 

understand her daughter. At times, -he even questions where thi- 

beautiful, intelligent stranger came form, and when she 1- finally 

able to identify with her. -he run- up the Stairs saying excitedly, 

"she is like met 

Sunny ha- been  away ai   college, bin   happens   to come  home      understand what  it means to be Jewish. 

iUSt in  time to meet  |oe, a  new employee ol  her brother'- who -he Ihrcughout the play there are passing references to the -pcitcr 

accompany- to Ballyhoo. 'hat broods over them. Even Joe does not understand that Hitler 

Joe, played by Eric Wagner, is from New York. He has always      will  -0011 redefine Judaism for all of them, 

lived at the heart of a iradin.-n.il Jewish community. He 1- proud ( irele Players  will present  "The Last Night ol Ballyhoo" in 

to be a Jew and does not understand why the Fretag family behave     the Johnson   Theatre .n the  Tennessee Performing Arts Center, 

as they do. Looking at  the Christmas tree, he a-k- Sunny, "An Deaderick St.  in Nashville, Fridays And Saturdays .it 8 p.m. 

you sure that you are Jews?" ">>' Sundays .11 2.30 run. until March 26. Tickets are $12 and can 

Although  the  romance between   Joe  and Sunny  1-  not   really      be ordered from   11, kit master .it viz, i^-ir$7.  ■ 

believable, the ten-ion ol prejudice between them comes aero— very 

Ih,  Fretag family is  ol German-Jewish lineage. In Atlanta, 

then 1    1 subtle prejudice between the German Jew and Jews from 

Hess ol how long their families have lived in 

America    I In   Fretags refer to  non-German Jews as "the other 

kind"  in ! thai  their attitudes mirror the prejudice 

'   At l.mi.i  t  III- ii\l   lews. 

Sou   Johnson   a    Peaches  Weil, Lala's la-t mintiic-save-the day 

dan    for   Ballyl thi    issue   out   into   the   open   at   the 

Balyhoo dance   I li  1 (plains to |oc that he 1- accepted at Ballyhoo 

only because he 1- with Sunny. Normally, "the other kind" is not 

welcome (here.  Ilu resulting quarrel bring- the play to a climax, 

as Sunny comes face to face with her-cll and discovers a need to 

O SIDELINES 
MARCH 15, 2000 FLASH! 



Gov't Mule kicks up its 

heels on TLife Before 
Insanity' 

bv Daniel Ross 

biAHF WRITER 

When ii rains take ■> look up 
into the sky and vou'll notice .1 rav 
ol lij;hi pcckinj; through the cloud'-. 
Such is the case with the latest 
rcli'.i-c Irom (iov't Mule. 'Iodnv'- 
mu-K.il land-cape !•• not only rain 
iru;, it i~ lightning, thundering! hail 

Life Before Insanity" is 
th.it little rav ol lte,ht. 

Fcaiurim; one ol the most intense 
musical releases ol the year, Gov'i 
Mule doesn't <tray too far Irom the 
path they have laid down bv their 
two previous releases. 

All the familiar elements are 
there. I here 1- the -tcllar guitar and 
vocal work ol Warren Hayncs, the 
-onunnn- lunkv drumming ol Man 
Abt-,  and the bottom end  produced 
b\ Allen Woodv. What's diffcrcni 
thi~ time around i~ the addition ol 
new instrument*-. Mandolin, lap 
steel- and harmonica are the most 
notable. 

While this album isn't tilled 
with anything spectacular, it 1- Idled 
with pure musicianship. I hat in 
ii-cll may not be anything -penal in 
tod i\ V "in 1. il I lunate, bill it 1- 
\er\ -pe.ial and very welcome. I he 
album feature' pueM ippearancc* bv 
Ben Harper 1 "I i\ Your Burden 
Down" 1. and I look 1 lerrera cue-t- 
on mam track- a- ihc harmonica 
plaver 

Perhaps thi mo-1 -tunning devel 
opmeni 1- ilie newfound -oiillulnc-- 
in   ll.iwn-'  vocal   delivery.   I he  gril 
tun--   1-    -nil   there,   but    Havnc* 
seem*-      10      ha\c 

en a | 

Irom 1 he book ol 
On- Redding on 
tracks -u.Ii a- 1 In 
prc\iou-li mentioned 
"Lay "lour Burden 
Down." 

I he ino-i impor 
lam thine on "Life 
Before   Insanity" 
i~ I laynes' guitar 
work.   1 he   styles 
never    stay   the 
-ame, bm   there 
1-  a  common   . 

Hayncs' bloo;v work is the trade- 
mark ol Gov'i Mule's sound. His 
guitar rocks like no other on tracks 
such a- "Bad little Doggie," while 
his tasty aeoiisti, slide work ippe.ir- 
on tracks such as "In Mv Life' and 
"Tastes Like Wmc." Havocs' playing 
can range Irom teardrop- flowing 
) "I'allen Pown" I 10 the voice ol in 
angry generation ) "I Think You 
Know What I Mean"]. 

The rhythm section ol the band 
is perh.ip- the most overlooked. 
Tightly wound 

grooves bursting ai the scams to 
be let loose are the norm on the 
album. Abi- and Woodv la\ down 
the most solid ol foundations lor 
Havnes to shine. I he besi example 
1- the bonus track, a cover ol Robert 
lohnson's "II I Had Possession Over 
ludgmcm Day." Unfortunately, the 
listener will have to wait a little 
alter the last track end- to heir 1I11-. 

I In   work ol Gov'i   Mule i- 
in no way going to be noticed in 
today's musical landscape. I hi- is 
the tragedy ol 11 all. II the, had 
come alone, before look- became more 
important    than    tin     tongs    they 
would        haw        been        -uper-iar-. 

Unfortunately, Gov'i Mule will 
protabK remain somewhai efc-cure 
10 the ccneral n-.i--e-. I he beaut\ ol 
it   I-   1l1.1t   then    1-   actually I 
music   -nil   being   produced   in   the 
world. 

Ih.ir.k Ciod for band- like Gov'i 
Mule.     M)   tirade    A - 1 1 lie  best 

album ol the \ear so l.ir 1 

MULE 
In \ an it y 

through each  ^» 
niece of work. 

tune into 

The 
pharmacy 
for your dosage of 

|jreat jam bands like 

•Phish- 
moe. 
The 

PiSCO Biscuits- 

viperHouse 

frank Zappa 

The Samples 
String Cheese 

ImeUlent- 
1 

*?- 

\*« £*    & 

every Sunday 
fmm  1 0 to Nonn 

if you have the inside scoop on alternative 
sports or to submit articles call 898-2917, 

or stop by JUB 310 

^fl*   TODDINGTON HEIGHTS 
Affordable Spacious Apartments 

One or Two bedrooms 
$100 off 1st 3 mos. on 7 month lease 
$125 off 1st 4 mos. on 13 month lease 

if moved in by March 17th 

Call 896-1766 1306 Bradwille Pike (off Term. Blvd.) 

Flexible schedule 

Advancement Opportunities 

Full and Part-time Positions 

Benefits Available 

Join our Team Today!      ^ 
Murfreesboro ^m^ 

890-7272    rtPOfe* 

WEEKDAY FEATURES 
MORNING BEAT (6-9AM) 

wmm     ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS 

NNMOT'FM 89.5    "FRESH AIR" WITH TERRY GROSS (4-5PM) 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 

OVERNIGHTS WITH BOB PARLOCHA 
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