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A refreshed and spirited Blue Raider team showed up on Saturday night to dominate the field and take on the University
of Memphis Tigers for a 31-14 victory at Johnny “Red” Floyd Stadium, The home opener, which was also this year's Biack-
out Game, had a record 28,105 attendance,
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By MEGAN MCSWAIN
Staff Writer

The Student Government
Association voted 25-3 in
the first of two voting ses-
sions to reinstate the bill
proposal that would in-
clude “gender identity and
expression” to the SGA
constitution last Thursday.

The bill needs to pass
by a two-thirds majority a
second time in the SGA’s
next meeting to be rein-
stated and available for stu-
dents to vote on, said SGA
president, Brandon Mc-
Nary. The bill then needs
to be passed by the stu-
dent body by a two-thirds
majority to amend the
SGA constitution.

The amendment to Ar-
ticle 2, Section 2 didn’t
pass the vote at the SGA

Retreat over the summer.
The issue was reintroduced
in the SGA’s first meeting
of the semester by senator
Samantha Nichols who had
previously voted against it.

“I really did not know a
lot about [gender identity
and expression], and I re-
ally just wasn’t aware of
how the bill would affect
me versus the students,”
Nichols said. “After getting
alittle more educated about
it and being more aware, I
brought it up again.”

McNary, who in a June
article in Sidelines said
the amendment was re-
dundant, said he also
changed his opinion of
the bill after doing some
research and becoming
more knowledgeable about
gender identity.

“In our current consti-
tution we have gender and

we have sexual orienta-
tion,” McNary said. “So,
under my eyes I thought
transgender would be pro-
tected, but if you do more
research and you’re in-
formed on the issue you’ll
see that transgender is
separate from gender or
sexual orientation.”

McNary and Nichols urged
the 28 senators at the meeting
to put aside their personal be-
liefs and do their jobs to repre-
sent every student at MTSU.

“[The SGA] deserves to give
the students a right to vote on
this issue,” Nichols said. “Yes,
we're the voice for the students
and the liaison between the
administration and the stu-
dents, but the students need to
vote on this. They need to have
asay.”

Gender identity and expres-
sion is included in the Tennes-
see Board of Regents policy,

with which MTSU and the
SGA have to comply, said Bran-
don Thomas, an SGA sena-
tor and the vice president of
MTSU Lambda Association, a
gay straight alliance.

Thomas, who first intro-
duced the bill, said it is im-
perative for the SGA con-
stitution to include them
because not everyone knows
MTSU follows TBRs non-
discrimination policy.

“Its important to show
that MTSU’ inclusive, that
it does not discriminate,”
Thomas said.

Thomas said if the bill is
passed, it will be a step in urg-
ing President Sidney McPhee’s
administration  to  include
gender identity and expres-
sion in a university-wide non-
discrimination policy.
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Ronald Prent from Galaxy Studios provides participates with a
preview of the recording industry department’s new sound board.

McPhee speaks at

unveiling of new
console for RIM

By EMMA EGLI
Assistant Campus News Editor

President Sidney McPhee
spoke at the Department of
Recording Industry’s open
house last Thursday to intro-
duce the newlyinstalled Auto-

" mated Processes, Inc. Vision
Surround Console in Studio
A in the John Bragg Mass
Communication building,

Larry Droppa, president
of API, said he was thrilled
to be involved with the
school because he has re-
ally enjoyed meeting ev-
eryone involved with the
recording program.

“We are happy to be in-
volved with a facility like
MTSU where the students of
today are the engineers of to-
morrow,” Droppa said.

Students, faculty and mem-
bers of the Nashville produc-
tion and audio community
gathered to hear McPhee,
along with representatives
from API Audio Products.

“I have always been an ad-

‘mirer of our recordingindus- -

try program,” McPhee said.
“This is one of our signature
programs, and it’s always
been my goal to ensure that
we retain our status as one
of the best, if not the best, in
the country.”

McPhee said there was
a reason Forbes magazine
placed MTSU as 57th in the
list of the 100 best universi-

VOL. 86, NO. 2

ties in the U.S.

“We are world class be-
cause we have attracted some
of the most incredible fac-
ulty and practitioners to this
campus to teach some of the
most outstanding students,”
McPhee said.

Dan Pfeifer, a record-
ing industry professor, said
the new API board cost
about $300,000.

“Now we have five record-
ing studios and five labora-
tories stocked with up-to-
date recording equipment,’
Pfeifer said. “Part of our
event tonight is to showcase
these facilities.” :

Droppa, who has owned
API for nearly ten years, said
the core development of the
console hasn't really changed
that much since the tech-
nology was first introduced
in 1969.

“We are making the
same technology today
that was developed in the
late 60’s,” Droppa said.
“This means the core
‘technology was so bril-
liant at the time that it’s
still very valid today and
it’s still going to work
years from now.”

World-renowned engineer,

To read more, visit us online.

www.misusidelines.com

Gender identity bill returns to SGA

Article I1

identity or expression.

Proposed Chahges_ to the
SGA Constitution

Section 2: Recognition of basic human rights. All
people are deserving of equal treatment and equal
service. Neither the Student Government
Association, nor any representative thereof, shall
violate these rights on the basis of race, gender,
religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender

Shelley Vernon
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Keathley University Center Grill reopened in mid-Aug. after being renovated.

Ribbon cutting
welcomes students
to new KUC Grill

By CALLIE DURHAM
Staff Writer

The Keathley University
Center officially opened its
newly redesigned Grillee on
Sept. 10, garnering mixed re-
views from students.

The new KUC Grille fea-
tures the old standbys of
Burger Studio, Quiznos,
Pizza Hut and Chick-fil-A.

“I like that it is more
spacey and open, and it
seems like there is more
seating,” said Ryan Skel-
ley, sophomore media
production major.

‘A few students liked the
new changes, like sopho-
more video production
major Matt Raby.

“I like being able to get
unlimited refills on my soda
pop,” Raby said.

“I think it’s a lot quicker
and it seems easier to get
your food,” said Adam Cun-
ningham, junior electronic
media production major.

“l think there is more
space and a wider variety
of foods, but the negative
is there is no Starbucks and
smoothie place anymore,”
said Keaton Payne, junior
exercise science major.

The biggest complaint
from students was over

the loss of Starbucks and

X Pu!éo',sGri“e

Check out these specials desngnv
- STIMULATE your taste buds! But hurry in. because the
~are for a limited ume only’ ‘ :

smoothie stand. Part of
the redesign replaced the
coffee shop with Einstein
Bros. Bagel.

“I'm not a fan of the new
KUC,” said Kayla Poss, ju-
nior music busines- major.
“I'm very upset they no lon-
ger have smoothies.”

MTSU sophomore liiol-
ogy major Joseph Ricard
said he feels the change was

be in the middle and had the
drinks and sushi on it behind
a counter,” said Ashley Car-
mack, junior early childhood
education major. “Now you
have to wait in line for it and
it takes forever. And I don’t
like that there is no longer the
Starbucks and smoothie place
in there.”

The new Grille area offers
more seating and a mall food

‘ ‘ Now you have to wait in line
for it and it takes forever .”

ASHLEY CARMACK

JUNIOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION MAJOR

for the worse. He said he
would like to have access
to smoothies.

“It’s ugly and I don't like it,”
said Shina Yates, sophomore
psychology major. “I also don’t
like that people who have reg-
ular cups are coming in here
and stealing drinks from the
drink fountain.” 7

Yates also noted that pric-
es seemed higher. “I just like
how it used to be.”

Construction on the
KUC Grille began over the
summer and the refurbish-
ment was completed in
mid-August.

“I dont like how they

t ” séve you. money and. realiy

court style with new menu
and restaurant choices.

“The only thing that I
don’t like is that they took
out the back door entrance,
so now if you come in the
back door of the KUC then
you have to walk all the way
around,” said David Barnes,
junior exercise science and
physical therapy major.

C.]. Eke, a freshman mass
communications major,
said he would have liked Ar-
amark to alter other things
than just the décor.

“‘m a freshman, but
1 already know that the
food needs to be a lot

Build Yuur llwn Burgar*

includes fries « every Monday only

Half ﬂﬂ Pasta:

Enjoy a REGULAR size serving of Spaghstti and Meatballs,
Pasta Alfredo or Nona's Lasagna all day
Wetlnesday for Hatf Price!

é'é'fs
FRI & SAY

6 Oz. Hickory Grilled Top Sirloin*
Salad & Baked Potato

$199

*dme’m only
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could reduce costs

Staff Report

Congressman Bart Gor-
don, the Congressional
Representative for the
sixth district of Tennes-
see, authored an amend-
ment to the House Energy
and Commerce health
care reform bill that could
initiate reform to medical
malpractice, a change that
President Barack Obama
said could reduce a large
amount of unnecessary
costs.

The amendment, which
was modeled around a
Tennessee state program
implemented in 2008,
is aimed at the reduc-

tion of frivolous mal-
practice lawsuits, and
encourages doctors to

abandon the practice of
defensive medicine.
“Defensive medicine is
when . doctors order tests
and procedures to avoid
being legally vulnerable
and sued for medical mal-
practice,” Gordon said.
“This practice has been es-
timated to cost more than
$200 billion each year —it’s
one of the largest sources
of wasteful spending in

the U.S. health care system
and we need to do some-
thing about it.”

Obama said he is di-
recting Kathleen Sebelius,
secretary of Health and
Human Services to move
forward on the initiative
immediately.

Robert Gibbs, White
House press secretary, said
that the president is work-
ing towards a program that
would seek mediation over
litigation during disputes.

“I think the president
and his team will look at
very closely what Con-
gressman Bart Gordon put
in the Energy and Com-
merce legislation, which
requires prior to a suit be-
ing heard in court, prior to
that litigation moving for-
ward, a certificate of merit
that is given by a board of

medical professionals that

certifies the validity of any
litigation moving forward
to cut down on unneces-
sary costs, and as the pres-
ident said, defensive med-
icine that he hears about
from doctors and doctors’
groups,” Gibbs said.
Kinsey Kiriakos, com-
munications director for

Gordon, said the mal-
practice reform provision
will provide incentives for
states that implement cer-
tificate of merit or early
offer programs as alterna-
tives to going to court.

“These programs have
been shown to be effec-
tive in multiple states at
reducing the number of
medical malpractice law-
suits filed,” Kiriakos said.
“Gordon’s measure is the
only medical malpractice
provision that has been ad-
opted in any of the health
care reform proposals be-
fore Congress.”

Obama said malprac-
tice reform has long been
insisted upon by Repub-
licans, and the Bush ad-
ministration considered
demonstration  projects
in individual states to the
ideas — a plan that Obama
said was a good idea, and
he intends on following
suit.

“I don’t believe malprac-
tice reform is a silver bul-
let,” Obama said. “But I've
talked to enough doctors to
know that defensive medi-
cine may be contributing
to unnecessary costs.”
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Lambda ~ President Zak
Craft, who spoke at the SGA
meeting, said the bill will
make students feel safer, more
comfortable and accepted
at MTSU.

“I think that including this

provision in the SGA con-
stitution will make students
that are different, students
that don’t fit into this gender
binary system and feel more
comfortable at the univer-
sity,” Craft said.

Scarlet Dickinson, a mem-
ber of Lambda, attended the
SGA meeting to support the
bill. She said the issue is im-

portant to her because she
has friends who are transgen-
der and that this bill is not
just a piece of legislation.

“No matter what your
opinion is of [gender iden-
tity and expression], you
have to remember it’s some-
body’s right, it’s somebody’s
life youre dealing with,”
Dickinson said.
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Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all read-
ers. Please e-mail letters to slopinio@mtsu,edu and
include your name and phone number for verification.
Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters. We re-
serve the right to edit grammar, length and content.

OPINIONS

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit

student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennessee
State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and
Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and
Wednesday during June and July. The opinions
expressed herein are those of individual writers
and not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU.

FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

Students,
watch

SGA

The Student Government
Association passed Senator
Brandon Thomas’ resolu-
tion to add gender identity
language to the protections
afforded under the SGA
Constitution.

This is the second time the
bill has come before the SGA,
although it did not pass in
* June, when it was first intro-
duced. The reason it passed
this time is because some of
the senators who opposed the
measure have since changed
their votes. :

Senator Samantha Nichols
was quoted by Sidelines as
saying “I really did not know
a lot about [gender identity
and expression], and I really
just wasn’t aware of how the
bill would affect me versus
the students. After getting a
little more educated about it,
being more aware and setting
my personal views aside from
this, I brought it up again.”

Brandon McNary, SGA
president, said in June that
the initiative was “slightly
redundant” but has since
changed his tune.

We’d like to know more. If
the second reading of a bill is
sufficient to pass, how many

bills have died at their first ~

glimpse at the light of day?

Specifically, why should it
take a second reading for a
senator to “get a little more
educated,” enough to pass a
bill? Shouldn’t the first read-
ing of a bill 'be enough to
make the senators interested
enough in the implications
of their vote to read up on
the issues?

If Nichols had to put her
“personal opinions asid2” to
vote on this resolution a sec-
ond time, how many other
important things have bezn
killed at the first glance due
to the moral qualms of the
senators? This issue is of ex-
treme importance to SGA
and MTSU at large.

In a representative democ-
racy, elected representatives
are obligated to vote as their
constituency feels. However,
there are times and issues
about which the constituency
may not care or know enough
to make informed decisions.
In these instances, it is essen-
tial that the representatives
dig in, research the issues and
make a good choice.

If, at a first glance their gut
reaction is to go with their
“personal opinions” instead
of learning about the issue,
how will that serve any pur-
pose other than the afore-
mentioned “personal opin-
ions” of the voting senators?

It is very easy for students
to ignore the workings of the
SGA when they don’t feel that
their interests are being rep-
resented. However, everyone
should pay attention.

If your senator does not feel
issues are important enough
to be informed about them on
the first reading, and votes on
their personal values instead
of those of constituents at
large, more important things
may be brushed aside by an
SGA too busy to be informed,
and a student body too apa-
thetic to pay close attention.

SGA makes decisions per-
taining to everyone at one
time or another. Pay atten-
tion. The rights you protect
may be your own.

Look beyond U.S., solve hunger

N

Pm just sayin’
Sam Ashby

After the third or fourth
time, I had had it. Sweat
pouring down my face and
my back aching, I told my-
self that I didn’t need to
think about it so much.
But for someone like my-
self, thinking things over is
almost impossible.

The garbage cans always
weighed what seemed to be

This was my initial think-
ing behind my leaving my
restaurant job. I didn’t want
to be part of something that
seemed to forget about the
bigger picture.

The bigger picture being
that while we eat this food,
there are millions around
the world who would give
up their own life for a plate
of what we eat every day
to ensure that their family
would survive.

Although it’s a strong way
of thinking and is definitely
something that will leave one
seeing the world in a differ-
ent light, it wasn’t until I read
an article in “National Geo-
graphic” by Robert Draper
about Somalia that gave me
an entirely new perceptive
on this all-too-common di-
lemma in the modern world.

% of population
undemourished

malnutrition. The list goes
on and on. We are in a fortu-
nate position. This can lead
to danger, though. It can lead
to a fatal perspective.

It’s important that we not

60 pounds, and I'm a small
guy. I could barely lift it over
my head, let alone throw-
ing it into the large green
dumpster. The food reeked,
and there always seemed to
be a tear in the bag regard-
less of how hard I tried to
keep it from ripping across
the ground. I am convinced
that when working in a res-
taurant, you see the worst
in people.

People seem to become
very stingy and rude when it
comes to their food. I don’t
blame them though; I can
see where they are coming
from. It’s hard to take on
this perspective when you
are the one throwing away
their leftovers at the end of

O L SO 05 .

One sentence read, “Food is
power in Somalia.”

It hit me like a brick to my
face. All those times carry-
ing out garbage, sweating
over that 60-pound can, I
was literally holding in my
hands the course of an entire
nation, whether it be Soma-
lia or any other nation in a
similar situation.

Many citizens of the mod-
ern world, countries like
America, Great Britain, Can-
ada etc;, tend to sometimes
overlook the power of the
everyday items they use. We
are lucky that we aren’t faced
with the problems many na-
tions around the world have
to endure: crumbling infra-
- the businessday. , .., <~y : structure, dirty water and

become too

and the world.

with our lifestyle, that we
sometimes take a step back
and realize how fortunate
we are to live in a country
that is not plagued with the
problems many others face
on a daily basis. It is our
duty then to take some time
out of our busy schedules
once in a while to not only
help those who are less for-
tunate in the U.S., but also
around the globe.

In an age of reality televi-
sion, celebrity shows and en-
tertainment news, it seems
that many Americans have
lost touch with what is really
going on in our own country

. Losing perspective can be

Graphic courtesy of the United Nations World Food Programme

comfortable

thankful for.

easy; it’s happened to all of
us, but there are ways that we
can regain our composure
and see what’s happening
around us with fresh eyes.
First, volunteer every once

and a while. There are plenty
of opportunities on cam-
pus and off campus to get
involved. During the pro-
cess, hopefully you'll gain
a new outlook on what you
have and the things you are

Second, watch television
that seeks to informs view-
ers and not entertain them.
Yes, I like to be entertained
but it’s more important to be
informed and in the know
if you ever want to make
a positive contribution in
your classes and to your na-
tion. Programs on channels
such as PBS, National Geo-
graphic and the Discovery
Channel usually serve to
inform viewers of different

political issues, cultures, re-
ligious beliefs and events.

Lastly, join organizations
that spark an interest in you.
Not only will you meet oth-
ers who share the same likes
and goals as you, the organi-
zation might provide service
activities for members to get
involved with.

With the position we are in
as a country with vast influ-
ence on the global stage, we
would be foolish not to con-
tribute to the world around
us. A better informed Amer-
ican citizenry not only ben-
efits this country, but is also
a giant step forward in im-
proving the conditions many
face every year and creating
a more cohesive and positive
global community.

Sam Ashby is a freshman
liberal arts major and can be
reached at sa2s@mtsu.edu

FACES IN THE CROWD _

Do you think
there is enough
support at MT
football games,
compared to
the tailgate

pa rtiQS? to the whole experience.” Sergio Alonso, Sid Boebms,
Ben Liden, freshman pre-pharmacy sophomore physical
freshman biology major major education major -

Liden

“I think there is a really
good turnout, and tail-
gating really gets people
excited for the game.
Tailgating is important

Alonso

“I went to the game and
I think the support was

pretty good, but I didn’t
tailgate at all.”

Boehms

“Oh yeah, it’s pretty
wild. I think tailgating
is a must before games.”

Hwang

“I think that the free
food at tailgating helps
out a lot there, but I
don’t really have any
idea about game
support.”

Raphael Hwang,
freshman biology major

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Homosexuality
blologlcal in nature

To the Editor,

Reading Daniel Bridges’ letter to
the editor last week (Letter to the Ed-
itor, Sept. 10, 2009), I felt compelled
to respond.

First off, I encourage Mr. Bridg-
es to visit foxnews.com/sto-
ry/0,2933,401722,00.htm! to learn
about the health benefits of mastur-
bation. Now, a more serious matter.

I fail to see how characterizing
same-sex attraction as normal is
“poisonous,” as Mr. Bridges de-
scribes it. Same-sex attraction is an
inborn characteristic that cannot
be changed; ergo, it is natural. Dick
Swaab, a Dutch neurobiologist,
summed up two decades of re-
search on the matter in his article
“Sexual Orienta-
tion and its Basis
in Brain Structure ‘
and Function,”
published last
year by the Na-
tional Academy of
Sciences. Swaab
points out several experiments that
showed that the differences in brain
chemistry and structure between

heterosexual and homosexual men
are caused by differing sex hormone
reactions during development.

Ray Blanchard, et al, have hypoth-
esized, based on studies of birth or-
der, incidence of homosexual attrac-
tion, and hormonal reactions during
the fetal stage and childbirth, that
men with more older brothers are
more likely to be gay because of “the
progressive immunization of some
mothers to male-specific antigens by
each succeeding male fetus and the
concomitantly increasing effects of
anti-male antibodies on the sexual
differentiation of the brain in each
succeeding male fetus.” While this
study does not definitively answer
what causes homosexuality, I don’t
think it’s premature to take “de-
monic propaganda” off the table.

We still don’t definitively know
what causes people to be gay, but

The lie that we are sinners be-
cause we live as God made us i
the real poison.”

science has shown what gay people
have been saying for decades: being
gay is not a choice. This is a fact not

subject to anyone’s beliefs. The lie
that we are sinners because we live as
God made us is the real poison.

Nathan Bounds
Senior, College of Liberal Arts

VA hangs Iraq war
veteran out to dry

To the Editor,

I am an Army veteran and am ex-
periencing, like most veterans in my
situation, difficulties with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

1 attend school at MTSU and am de-
pendent upon the post-9/11 GI Bill for
the funding of my education. The bill
became law on June 30th, 2008, with
the effective start date being Aug. 1st,
2009, so as is evident the VA
had more than one year.

Unfortunately for me and
many others veterans, the VA
did not complete its task. To
date, most of us have not re-
ceived one cent for tuition,
books or the promised hous-
ing allowance. Upon inquiry to the
school’s VA representative the best an-
swer I could get (and that he could get)

is that the benefits would start coming
through in mid-October.

What this means for me is that I
have not been able to purchase one
textbook (I've already missed the
deadlines for some homework as I
cannot complete it without the text!)
and have basically eradicated my en-
tire savings to pay for rent and all
costs associated with living.

Worst case scenario for some may
be eviction. The only option I have
left to me is to take out a sizable stu-
dent loan that I would not have need-
ed bad the VA been able to accom-
plish what was mandated it by law.

While I have contacted my repre-
sentative, I know that government

- channels can work very slowly.

I understand one of the jobs
of the free press is to help keep
our elected and  unelected
government officials accountable.

Outside of the official channels we
have nowhere else to turn except you.
If you could help us merely obtain
the benefits we earned it would be
very much appreciated!

Adam Kelly
Senior, College of Basic and Applied
Sciences
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Students are greeted by works of their professors upon entering the Todd Art Gallery. “Statue Holding Atlas” (above) is one such work, depicting a man holding an atlas on his back as it opens into a globe.

Professors’ art draws students to gallery

Recently opened faculty art exhibit receives campus attention

By BRITTANY KLATT
Contriburing Writer

Steel plates with strands of
steel wool protruding from
various points hang on the
wall. A statue holds an atlas,
that opens up into a globe
on its shoulders while, the
sounds of gears and chimes
echo through the room. This
are not what one expects
when entering an art gallery.

The Faculty Art Exhibition
at Todd Art Gallery chal-
lenges visitors to expand on
what they view to be art. The
show mixes various materials
and styles to create a unique
display that reflects different
artistic views. Many students
said that the exhibit was not
what they were expecting.

“I thought there would be
more oil, canvas and sculp-
tures,” says Amber Nelson, a
sophomore double majoring
in history and anthropology.

While some of the pieces
fit  Nelson’s expectations,
others were so extraordi-
nary that no one could have
expected them.

Simple, but elegant tea cups
are placed near a large sun-
like structure made of steel
wool. A piece of earthen-

ware pottery holds Bazooka
bubble gum, One professor’s
work combines calligraphy
and type alongside other me-
dia. The contrast between the
expected and the unexpected
creates a striking effect.

Some of the more pop-
ular pieces are profes-
sor of Jarrod Houghton’s
“Subterranean” works. En-
cased in three turn-crank ma-
chines are dioramas showing
people engaging in various
activities underground.

In “Subterranean #3,” a
group is golfing in a cave lo-
cated beneath a house. A mo-
tion sensor triggers a small
light that creates the effect of
a setting sun.

Several people were im-
pressed with the amount of
detail, and one student said
that he found the “Subterra-
nean” to be “really cute.”

A piece that gathered
plenty of attention was
professor of art Christie
Nuell’s “Underworld”.

The work combines anima-
tion with ink, gessoed ma-
sonite and laser engraving.
A small screen embedded in
the engraved panel runs an
animated movie that shows
images of an underground

Photo by Jay Bailey, Photography Editor
This featured piece in the faculty art exhibit was made by John Donovan, entitled “Kitty Shaman Fig.” It was produced with ceramic tile.

factory and an acorn-like ob-
ject that grows into a flower-
ing plant.

The sound of the factory’s
gears helps draw viewers to
the piece.

Jacqulyn Swanson, fresh-
man art major, was very
impressed by Nuell’s use
of lasers.

“It’s got multiple stories,”
she says, pointing to Nuell’s
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‘Atlantic  Crossing.”” “It’s

something that I've never
seen before.”

Introducing students to
new styles was one of the
goals of the exhibit. Accord-

ing to Eric Snyder, gallery
coordinator, the pieces were
selectively chosen to provide
a diverse display.

EXHIBIT, PAGE §
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‘T Can Do Bad’ does body good

Photo courtesy Lionsgate Encertaitiment
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Sandino (Rodriguez) comes to the club to confront April (Henson) about her responsibility towards her niece and nephews as bartender

Tonya (Blige) looks on.

By KATY COIL
Features Editor

Tyler Perry’s latest film, “I
Can Do Bad All By Myself,”
is a mixture of comedy, dra-
ma, music and fun that fans
both new and old will love.

Based on Perry’s 1999 play
of the same name, the film
may be a little predictable
for.those who know Perry’s
work, but is nonetheless a
great story of family, love,
redemption and . coming
into one’s own.

Several new characters
come back to the screen,
such as the hysterical Madea
Simmons and Joe (both
played by Perry), while some
new ones come into focus.

The film begins with
Madea and Joe awakening
to find three children have
broken into their house.
Jennifer, played by the

ICIC

INSTITUTE.-

amazingly talented Hope
Olaide Wilson, is the eldest

* %k

tally handicapped, and
Manny (Kwesi Boakye),

>*

smoking

Director: Tyler Perry

Starring: Tyler Perry, Taraji P. Henson,
‘Adam Rodriguez, Hope Olaide Wilson

Rating: PG-13 for mature thematic
material involving a sexual assault on
a minor, violence, drug references and

Run Time: 113 minutes

at 16 and is responsible for
her brothers, Byron (Fred-
erick Siglar), who is men-

who is suffering from d
iabetes and asthma.
All of the children have

' Training for your Future

Over 50 campuses worldwide

Individual studio and lab time

Qver 30°yearsin edu:catibn

issues because of their de-
ceased mother’s crack ad-
diction and were living with
their grandmother until her
disappearance. Madea sets
the three straight, giving
them food after they break
into her house, and tracks
down their aunt for them to
live with.

April (Taraji P. Henson)
is a hard drinking, chain-

- smoking club singer who

Global.alumni network of working professionals

Classes begin .:Ja.nur'ary 11th

‘Nashville Campus: 7 Music Ci

is dating, Randy (Brian J.
White), a married man with
another child on the way.
April does not feel any re-
sponsibility for her niece
and nephews and is harsh
on them, mainly out of an-
ger at their mother.

She wants nothing more
than for the children to go
back into the custody of
her mother.

Just as April is begrudg-
ingly taking the children

AUDIO TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM

' OPEN HOUSE
NOV 14th - 2PM

Financial Aid is ayailab'ielto those who qualify.”

www.sae-nashville.com

i

rcle North. Nashville, TN 37203

Phohe: 615,244.5848 «

Tyler Perry’s latest film is this week’s top of the box office

¥

CALLBY MYSELF

HOPE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.
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Photo courtesy Lionsgate Entertainment
Henson is the focal point of two of the three main posters used for
promoting Tyler Perry’s latest film.

into her care, migrant work-
er Sandino (Adam- Rodri-
guez) shows up at the local
church, looking for work
and a place to stay. Pastor
Brian  (Marvin Winans)
and Wilma (Gladys Knight)
talk April into letting him
fix up her house and live in
her basement after he does
work around the church.
April’s  self-absorption
leads to most of the con-
flict in her family. She
chooses Randy over the
needs of the children several
times and doesn’t under-
stand why Sandino treats
the children or her kindly.
April’s “everything-is-

all-about-me” attitude ch
anges when it is discovered
her mother is not missing
but dead and unclaimed at
the coroner’s office.
Sandino helps her through
this trying time and fulfills
the needs of the children,
who suffer from nightmares,
medical problems and men-
tal anxiety because of their
mother’s lifestyle. April also
receives some unwanted
advice from friend and fel-
low performer Tonya (Mary
J. Blige), who points out
April’s selfishness, despite
her not wanting to be here.

PERRY, PAGE 6

Exhibit
FROM PAGE 4

“I hope students are in-
spired by the instructors and
the different methods avail-
able,” Snyder said.

Snyder noted that the “re-
sponse has been fantastic” and
attendance was high every day
last week.

Although attendance was
high, some visitors suggested
ways to increase attendance.

Most suggested an increase
in on-campus advertisements
and updates on Pipeline, but
some have more unique ideas.

“I didn’t know my professor
had a piece in this display un-
tilIsaw it here,” said Jami Har-
ris, freshman biology major.
“Maybe professors can talk
about their pieces in class.”

Because the artwork was
so diverse, most of the view-
ers found a specific piece that
drew them in.

Nelson enjoyed Art Pro-
fessor Bob Durham’s, profes
“A Minute after Midnight”
because she said it reminds
her of her childhood. Jo-
seph Todd, freshman com-
puter science major, was
impressed by Associate Art

‘Professor Michael Baggarly’s

“Eleven Across”.

“I would like to know what
they were going through,”
said Todd, gesturing to the
11 steel plates hanging on
the wall.

“It must have taken a
lot of though to choose a
specific dot.”

Even though each person

had his or her own opinion
on which piece was the most
impressive, everyone agreed
that it is important for stu-
dents to visit the art exhibits.

“Students can gain an
appreciation for art, mo-
tivation and even inspira-
tion from these shows,”
said Andy Burton, senior
anthropology major.

“They help them under-
stand the perspective of oth-
er people and their take on
life,” said Todd. “Maybe they
can learn something from it.”

The ability to show a dif-
ferent perspective is some-
thing on which several
students commented.

Nelson believes students
should attend because “it
is important to see a differ-
ent view on how things are
or how people view them,”
while Harris said that an
art exhibit gives her “a dif-
ferent perspective outside
the classroom.”

Those interested in see-
ing more of the faculty’s art-
work may be interested in
the Scholarship Season Sale
Exhibition being held in No-
vember. According to Snyder,
the sale will consist of pieces
donated by alumni, faculty
and students. The proceeds
will benefit both scholarship
programs and various de-
partment programs.

The faculty exhibition is free
to attend and is open from 8
am. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The show will
run through Sept. 17.
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PERRY
FROM PAGE 5

Perry’s Madea and Joe are
as hilarious as ever, but were
outshone by the talents of
Henson and Wilson. Hen-
son is most recently known
for her role as Queenie in
“The Curious Case of Ben-
jamin Button,” and does
wonderful dramatic and
comedic performances in
this film.

Her disgruntled, early
morning hangover scene at
the beginning of the film
has the audience in stitches
while the scene where her
mother is announced to
be dead can bring tears to
your eyes.

She makes the character
of April come alive, into a
real person and doesn’t let
you believe for a second that
you are watching a movie.

Newcomer Wilson also
has marvelous dramatic
acting chops. She manages
to portray a sister who is
keeping her brothers to-
gether and alive, despite
their hard life, pulling on
your heartstrings in just the
right way.

From her sassy defensive
front to the soft, sweet girl
underneath, Wilson shows
the full range of her charac-
ter and makes you just want
to take Jennifer and her lit-
tle brothers home with you.

With talent this incred-
ible, Wilson definitely has
a bright acting career ahead

Photo courtesy of Lionsgate Entertainment

Sandino (Rodriguez) tries to bond with the three kids by offering money to pay for Manny’s (Boakye) insulin. Sandino becomes a stable force in the lives of the three children,
despite their rocky relationship wtih April, their aunt.

of her.

With names like Mary
J. Blige and Gladys Knight
in the credits, it would be
impossible for this film
not to have a song or two.
Though not a full-on mu-
sical, the music numbers,
mainly centered out of the
club and church, are mov-
ing, inspirational and make
you want to buy the sound
track as soon as you leave
the theatre.

Blige sings the title song
“I Can Do Bad” in a soul-
ful, sensitive, yet painfully
true way that makes the lyr-
ics come alive.

Knight is still bringing
audiences to their feet with
numbers like “The Need to
Be.” The songs of the film
fit in perfectly and help
bring home the points of
the narrative as well as ac-
centuate them. '

Costume’ designer Keith

G. Lewis is the man re-
sponsible for the marvel-
ous wardrobe on all of the
characters, and really made
his creations come alive
with this film. From the big
beautiful hats worn by the
church-going old ladies to
the sultry sleek outfits worn
by Henson and Blige in the
club, all of the outfits in the
film look both wearable and
high fashion.

The most eye catching are

the black v-neck ensemble
Blige wears while perform-
ing the title song and the
purple off the shoulder
number Henson wears

while dropping the kids off

at Madea’s for an afternoon
of work.

Though he has worked
on all of Perry’s past films,
something about the piec-
es in “Can Do Bad” really
stand out. The colors of
the ensembles particularly

stood out. The film' itself
popped with color, often
accentuated by the outfits
on screen.

With a winning cast,
wonderful plot, soulful
songs and some fashion-
forward outfits to boot, “I
Can Do Bad All By Myself”
is a film that will have au-
diences cheering, laughing
and wanting to see over
again.
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Blue Raiders pull plug on Tigers at Blackout

Blackout
FROM PAGE 1

Junior quarterback Dwight
Dasher led the way as the team’s
all-purpose player, rushing 105
yards for gain and going 18-26
for 231 yards and two touch-
downs in the air.

After winning the toss, the
Tigers opted to receive the
opening kickoff. Senior kicker
David DeFatta kicked off to the
Memphis 4-yard line, where
Lance Smith would carry the
ball 37 yards to the UM 41.

Memphis QB Arkelon Hall
got off to an unimpressive
start, losing a yard on the first
play of the game, then a two-
yard loss on a keeper in the
drive’s second play. After an
incomplete pass intended for
WR Duke Calhoun, the Tigers
were forced to punt.

Senior WR Patrick Honey-
cutt received the punt but, after
juggling the ball, was tackled
at the four.

A series of runs and complete
passes brought the Blue Raid-
ers closer to the endzone until,
from the Memphis 45, sopho-
more receiver Malcolm Beyah
took the ball and threw for ju-
nior WR Garrett Andrews fora
huge 41 yard gain. On the next
play, senior RB Phillip Tanner
easily rushed past the line and
into the endzone. This run put
MT on the board, 7-0.

However, Memphis would

- answer on their next drive as

Curtis Steele rushed for 12
yards into the endzone. Matt

Reagans PAT tied up thé¢'score

at seven pomts all.

Photo by Brennan Sparta, contributing photographer
Senior RB Phillip Tanner charges past a Memphis defensive lineman on Saturday at Floyd Stadium. Tanner scored the game’s first touchdown.

The first quarter would ex-
pire before either team could
score again, but it wasn't long
after the start of the second that
MT set up a scoring drive.

With 11:47 left in the first
half, Dasher again took the
"2lm to complete a series of
wuee passes. The last pass, a
40—yard throw- to sophomore

WR Shane Blissard, was good
enough to get into the end-
zone. Alan Gendreaus extra
kick put 14-7 on the board
in MT's favor. '

The Tigers’ next drive would
end quickly and with a punt.
The Blue Raiders made the

best of the situation and drove

down the ﬁeld until they could

get close enough for another
Gendreau kick from the 28-
yard line. This kick knocked
the lead up to 17-7.

. The Blue Raiders’ defense
would continue to show up
throughout the night. “We
weren’t going to back down,”

‘head coach Rick Stockstill said.
“Our cornerbacks did a great

job at competing. We would
try to pressure them, and then
try to jam them.. Our corner-
backs did a great job.”

A series of unsuccessful
drives from both teams would
help wind down the clock to
halftime. The score remained

17-7as the teams headed to the
at 2 30.

locker rooms

MT came out swinging in
the second half, starting with
senior WR Desmond Gee’s 16
yard return from the kickoff.
After a defensive standout and
both teams trading possession
of the ball for five drives, the
Blue Raiders again put the ball
in the hands of the offense.

Dasher took the helm, pass-
ing and rushing from MT’s
24 up to the Memphis 24 over
the course of about three and a
half minutes. At the 24, Dasher
connected with WR Honeycutt
for another score. The PAT
brought the score to 24-7, MT.

Later in the drive, sopho-
more running back D.D.
Kyles rushed for a seven-yard
touchdown with 14:15 left on
the clock. A shaky-looking
Gendreau attempt would split
the uprights for a score of 31-7,
Blue Raiders leading.

The MT offense would con-
tinue to grind away at the Ti-
gers' defense, but would not
score again. The game’s only
remaining score would come
from a Lance Smith rush for
three yards for a touchdown.

But it was too little, too late,
as 1:47 remained on the clock
after the touchdown. QB Nich-
olas Coleman would rush the
ball to run down the clock, and
just as he made it to the MT 28, -
the clock reached 00:00. The
final score remained 31-14, and
MT took the win.

MT’s next game is a road
trip to College Park, Md.,.
as the team looks to take
its second win against the
Maryland Terrapins.  The
game begms this _Saturday

ROUREASN

MT Volleyball falls short in Flor1da tournament

By ETHAN LANNOM
Staff Wricer

The Middle Tennessee vol-
leyball team traveled to Miami
this weekend to compete in
the inaugural Miami/Florida
International  Invitational.
The Blue Raiders were look-
ing to rebound after ending
last weekend’s tournament

and Ohio.

The team started off the
tournament Friday playing
Albany, a 2008 NCAA tourna-
ment team. The Blue Raiders
began the match well win-
ning the first two sets with the

score of 25-19.

Seniors  Ashley = Mead
and Janay Yancey both
achieved career highs in the
match. Mead recorded 24
kills, while Yancey had nine
block assists.

However, MT had prob-
lems serving with 14 service
errors compared to Albany’s
seven. Albany also had more
digs with 42 against the Blue
Raiders’ 34.

Albany went on to take the
next three sets 25-19, 25-21
and 15-5 giving Middle Ten-
nessee their third loss in a row
this season.

Friday night, the team
came back to play Miami,
a second round opponent
from the 2008 NCAA tour-
nament.  Again, the Blue
Raiders kicked off the match
well, winning in a close ﬁrst
set 25-23.

Senior Ashley Mead again
led the team with 13 kills.
Sophomore Stacy Oladin-
ni and junior Izabela Ko-
zon each added 10 kills of
their own.

The Hurricanes came back
to win in a very tight second set
26-24. Using that momentum,
Miami proceeded to take the

2009-2010 MT Women's Basketball Schedule
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next two sets 25-17 and 25-19.

Service errors again hurt the
Blue Raiders as they recorded
16, though Miami had 11 of
their own. Each team also had
five service aces.

“We are not playing well
right now,” said Coach Matt
Peck. “The people we need
to step-up are not stepping up
and we need more than one
player to be playing well at a
time. Until those two things
happen, it is going to be very
hard for us to win.”

Middle Tennessee lost four
straight matches for only the
second time since Peck took

over the program in 2004.

On Saturday, the Blue Raid-
ers took on highly touted No.
22 Florida State.

Mead led Middle Tennessee
for the third straight match
with 11 kills. She was the
only Blue Raider with double-
digit kills.

MT had problems serv-
ing once more against the
Seminoles. The Blue Raid-
ers recorded 14 service er-
rors while Florida State had
only five. The team also had
trouble receiving the serve
with a tournament high of 10
reception errors.

Junior Sasha McGlothin
played in her first match since
an injury at the start of the
2008 season. McGlothin had
three kills in four attempts.

MT lost in straight sets 25-
20, 25-14 and 25-22 to the
Seminoles to end play at the
Miami/Florida International
tournament. Their record for
2009 now stands at 5-5.

The Blue Raiders will travel
to San Antonio, TX on Sept.
18 for the San Antonio Clas-
sic. Middle Tennessee will
face Rice, UT-San Antonio
and Washington in the two-
day tournament.

Women’s basketball
releases game schedule

By RICHARD LOWE
Assistant Sports Editor

Lady Raider fans have been
acting like it’s Christmas Eve
for the last couple of months
waiting for their team’s sched-
ule to be released. Consider this
Christmas morning,

The MT women’s basketball
program released their 2009-
2010 schedule this weekend
and it features games against
seven teams that played in
the postseason last year; six
of them participating in the
NCAA Tournament.

The season opens Nov. 15 at
home against the University
of Central Florida. They will,
then, spend five of their next
seven gameson the road against
LSU, Austin Peay, Xavier Uni-
versity, University of Louisville
and South Dakota State.

In what is sure to be the big-
gest home game in Lady Raider
history, the team will host the
Lady Vols of the University of

Tennessee on Nov. 25. That
gamne is scheduled for 7:00 PM.
The Lady Raiders will host

the University of Kentucky
on Dec. 28 in their final out-

of-conference game. Head

coach Rick Insell's youngest

son, Matt, is an assistant coach
for UK.

The Lady Raiders’ first Sun
Belt Conference game will
be against hated rival West-
ern Kentucky University on
Dec. 20 at home. Their sec-
ond game the Lady Top-
pers will take place Jan. 24 in
Bowling Green.

During the SBC schedule,
MT will host Western Ken-
tucky, University of Louisi-
ana, Florida International,
Florida Atlantic, University
of New Orleans, University of
North Texas, Troy, Denver and
South Alabama.

MT will travel to New Or-
leans, Arkansas State Univer-
sity, University of Arkansas-
Little Rock, University of

Louisiana in Monroe, Western
Kentucky, South Alabama,
Troy, FIU and FAU.

The SBC Basketball Tour-
nament will take place in Hot
Springs, Ark. March 3-9. This
will be the second year in a
row that the conference cham-
pionships will be decided in
Hot Springs. New this year is
that fact that all 13 teams will
be invited to come instead of
playing first round games at
on-campus sites.

The NCAA Tournament
will be begin March 20 with
the Final Four and National.
Championship Game taking
place Apr. 4 and 6, respectively.
The Final Four will take place
in San Antonio, TX.

The Lady Raiders return ev-
ery player from last year’s team
that went 28-6 and won the
Sun Belt Conference regular
season and tournament cham-
pionships, including the na-
tion’s leading scorer from last
year, Alysha Clark.



The Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence in First Amendment Studies
and the MTSU Coliege of Mass Communication

invite you to celebrate

Constitution Day 2009

with two days of panels, lectures and musical programming
Wednesday, Sept. 16 ‘

10:20 a.m., KUC Theater

Free Speech on University Campuses: The State of Play
Vanderbilt University Prof. Bruce Barry, author of Speechless: The Erosion of Free
Expression in the American Workplace, will make students aware of their
\ on-campus rights. | o
\\ Barry

‘ 11:30 a.m., KUC Theater '

State of the First Amendment
Gene Policinski, vice president and executive director of the First Amend-
ment Center, will present results from the First Amendment Center’s annual

survey of American attitudes and opinions on First Amendment issues.

Polcinski

2:20 p.m., Tucker Theater
Freedom Sings

Freedom Sings
is a critically
acclaimed mul-
timedia experi-
ence featuring

an all-star cast
of musicians - In addition to the events sponsored by

and an “only-in- | the Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence
America” story in First Amendment Studies and the

line. It features College of Mass Communication, enjoy
music that has these other Constitution Day activities
been banned, around campus: :
censored or
sounded a Thursday, 7 p.m.
. BAS State Farm Lecture Hall
call for social S5 i Leqth
chane Living Democracy
A Susan Griffin will discuss ideas from her book

Wrestling with the Angel of Democracy: On
Being an American Citizen, in which she weaves
memoir with history while exploring the inner
life and psychologies that are engendered by... ...

Th u f Sd ay, S e pt o 1 7 T ’ democracy and that sustain self-government.

She will focus on the role empathy plays in this
process and connect environmentalism with

social justice.

9:40 a.m., KUC Theater

The Internet and the First Amendment

Legendary journalist John Seigenthaler will moderate a panel featuring
Media Bloggers Association President Robert Cox, attorneys Lew Conner
and Steve Wagner, Associated Press vice president/general counsel

Griffin is an award-winning poet, essayist,
playwright and filmmaker, who has written 19
books and been a finalist for the National Book

—}—Award and the Pulitzer Prize:
Sponsored by the American Democracy Project
and the Distinguished Lecture Committee

Srinandan Kasi, and model Liskula Cohen.

11:20 a.m., KUC Theater

The First Amendment in 2009 Vb

A panel will explore the state of the First Amendment’s five freedoms and Seigenthaler Friday, 1-4 p.m.

what they mean in today’s society. Panelists include John Seigenthaler; ‘ JUB Faculty Senate Room

Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis- Workshop on Teaching Democracy:

sion; and Elaine Jones, former president and director/counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. Integrating Themes of Social

: Responsibility in the Curriculum

1p.m., LRC 221 Author Susan Griffin will lead the MTSU

community in a workshop on how to connect

Torture, Democracy and the American Press private-public lives to encourage students to
(co-sponsored by the Distinguished Lecture Committee) draw connections between events and memories
Mark Danner is a writer, journalist and professor who has written about foreign in personal family histories with larger histories

affairs and American politics for more than two decades, covering Latin America, | and issues.

Haiti, the Balkans and the Middle East, among many other stories, and has . ] N .
written extensively about the development of American foreign policy during S:e‘fsr:?gl il?lgtf:gesle az:x:;:}i;o::c?e;ni:ecsrzz::l
S— the. late Cold War, and about violations of hume.m rights during that time. He has to democr acg v, an dpdevel ops a deeper I;er sonal
written for The New Yorker, The New York Review of Books and The New York interest. Using passages from her books
Times Magazine. His next book is Stripping Bare the Body: Politics Violence War, published by Wrestling with the Angel of Democracy, Chorus
Nation Books. of Stones, and What Her Body Thought and her
: poem collection Bending Home, she will discuss
2:40 p.m., KUC Theater hOW to open up new avenues of inquiry through
e, . . written reflection.
Civil Liberties: Surveillance and Terrorism Sponsored by the American Democracy

Project and Learning, Teaching

Prof. Roger Newman will lecture and lead a discussion on the civil liberties aspects of the War on
and the Innovative Technologies Center

Terror and technology’s impact on the First Amendment. Newman is a professor at the
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism and author of the book Hugo Black. He is
currently writing a book on President Clintons Supreme Court appointments.

All events are free and open to the public

For more information,
contact Beverly Keel at bkeelemtsu.edu, 898-5150




