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ABSTRACT

THE HISTORY OP MULBERRY AND FRONTIER
FLORIDA: A MODEL FOR THE
TEACHING OF LOCAL HISTORY

by Ja m e s  A r t h u r  F i s h e r

T h e re  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  tw o  p u r p o s e s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  i t  p r e s e n t s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry ,

F l o r i d a ,  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  a n d  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t  a s  a 

f r o n t i e r  co m m u n ity . A l s o ,  b a s e d  on  t h e  r e s e a r c h  d o n e ,  t h e  

s tu d y  p r e s e n t s  a  m o d el o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  m eth o d  o f  

r e s e a r c h i n g  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y . a s  i t  m ig h t  b e  a p p l i e d  f o r  u s e

i n  t e a c h i n g  a  c o l l e g e  c l a s s .  B o th  o f  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  a r e

i n  k e e p in g  w i t h  t h e  th em e  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  p l a y s  an  im p o r ­

t a n t  r o l e  i n  d e v e lo p i n g  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n c e p t s  

i n  s t u d e n t s .  T h e s e  c o n c e p t s  may b e  b e t t e r  e x p l a i n e d  t o  

s t u d e n t s  th r o u g h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

t h e  o ne  a s p e c t  o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i s  c l o s e s t  t o  m o st i n d i v i d u a l s .

L o c a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  m uch h i s t o r i c a l  

r e s e a r c h .  From  i t s  r o o t s  g row  t h e  t r e e s  a n d  b r a n c h e s  o f  

n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y .  By p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  by  w h ic h  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  i s  r e s e a r c h e d ,  t h i s  s tu d y  s e r v e s  a s  a  g u id e  f o r  

u n d e r t a k in g  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  T h is  g u id e  i s  b a s e d  up o n  a  

t e a c h i n g  m o d e l  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .
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V e ry  l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i th  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  T h is  s tu d y  i s  an  

a t t e m p t  t o  h e l p  rem e d y  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  f a c t . C h a p te r  I  

o f  t h i s  s t u d y  a n s w e r s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  "W hat i s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ? , "  

"W here c a n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  b e  f o u n d ? , "  a n d  "I'Jhy t e a c h  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y ? "  C h a p te r s  I I  th r o u g h  V I I  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  a c t u a l  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  f ro m  t h e  p r e - C o lu m b ia n  e r a  th r o u g h  

t h e  g r e a t  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  The f i n a l  c h a p te r  o f  t h e  

s tu d y  i s  a  m o d e l  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  d e s ig n e d  t o  t e a c h  

r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  h i s t o r y .  T h is  h i s t o r i c a l  

i n q u i r y  m o d e l i s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  m e th o d s  u s e d  i n  r e s e a r c h i n g  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y .

T h is  s tu d y  s h o u ld  b e  v ie w e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  

f r o n t i e r  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  C o m m u n itie s  

t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  on t h e  A m e ric a n  f r o n t i e r  c r e a t e d  a  n a t i o n  

t h a t  w as u n i q u e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  E u r o p e ,  b u t  m ore 

so  b y  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  N o r th  A m e ric a n  c o n t i n e n t .  

M ost A m e ric a n  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  d e p i c t e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r , a s  a  

w e s tw a rd  m o v em e n t, g e n e r a l l y  i g n o r i n g  t h e  s o u th w a rd  t h r u s t  

i n t o  F l o r i d a .  The f a c t  t h a t  m uch o f  p e n i n s u l a r  F l o r i d a  was 

s e t t l e d  m o re  t h a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  

War g i v e s  t h e  r e g i o n  a  s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  t o  t r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  

A m e r ic a .  T he f a c t  t h a t  i t  w as s e t t l e d  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  by  

s e t t l e r s  f ro m  th .e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  b o u n d  i t  t o  t h a t  r e g i o n ,  

m a k in g  i t  a  r a t l i e r  u n iq u e  f r o n t i e r .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



James Arthur Plsher

M u lb e r r y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  many s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  W est 

( m in in g ,  I n d i a n s ,  c a t t l e ) ,  a n d  t h e  S o u th  ( f a r m i n g ,  N e g r o e s ,  

C o n f e d e r a t e s ) ,  i s  i d e a l l y  s i t u a t e d  a s  b e in g  t r u l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r .  The h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  i s  a  m ic r o ­

cosm  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r ,  an d  i n  

e f f e c t ,  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y .  The s i m i l a r i t i e s  

b e tw e e n  t h e  F l o r i d a  an d  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r s  a r e  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h ic h  m ake t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  u n i q u e .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  u s e f u l  n o t  o n ly  f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  

c o n t e n t ,  b u t  a s  a  m o d el f o r  t e a c h i n g  a n  im p o r t a n t  p h a s e  o f  

A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  a  t e a c h i n g  m o d el f o r  

h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .
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LOCAL HISTORY 

P u rp o s e  o f  t h e  S tu d y

The h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  and  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  

a r e a  c a n ,  l i k e  m any l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  b e  u s e d  I n  c o n ju n c t io n  

w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  s u rv e y  c o u r s e s .  The 

h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  a r e a  I s  a  m ic ro c o s m  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  p i c t u r e  

o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The s to r y  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n '  

p a s t  I s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  f r o n t i e r  s o c i e t y  p u s h in g  n o t  o n ly  

w e s tw a rd  ( a s  o u r  h i s t o r y  I s  u s u a l l y  d e p i c t e d ) ,  b u t  a l s o  

s o u th w a r d .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  w o rk  I s  b a s i c a l l y  tw o f o ld :  

f i r s t ,  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  and t h e  s u r r o u n d ­

i n g  a r e a ,  a n d  s e c o n d ,  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h i s  I n f o r m a t io n  I n t o  a  

m o d e l o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  I n q u i r y  m e th o d  o f  r e s e a r c h i n g  A m e ric a n  

h i s t o r y .  To t h i s  e n d ,  t h i s  a u t h o r  w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  M u lb e r ry  a s  a  f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n ity , a s  w e l l  a s  a  m o d el f o r  

h i s t o r i c a l  I n q u i r y  t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  I n  t e a c h i n g  a  c o l l e g e  

c l a s s  o f  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y .

To b e g in  w i t h .  I t  I s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a n s w e r  s e v e r a l  

q u e s t i o n s .  % e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  I s  "W hat I s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ? , "  

t h e  s e c o n d ,  "W here c a n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  b e  f o u n d ? ,"  a n d  t h i r d ,

"Why t e a c h  l u c a l  h i s t o r y ? "  The f i r s t  c h a p te r  o f  t h i s  w ork  

w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  a n s w e r  t h e s e  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s .  C h a p te r s  11 

1
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th r o u g h  V I I  w i l l  I n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  a c t u a l  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  

an d  I t s  d e v e lo p m e n t a s  a  f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n ity . The f i n a l  c h a p te r  

i s  a  m o d el f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  d e s ig n e d  t o  t e a c h  r e s e a r c h  

i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  h i s t o r y .

What i s  L o c a l  H i s to r y ?

L o c a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r ,  u s u a l l y  

s m a l l ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  c i r c u m s c r ib e d  a r e a .  I n  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  

h a s  becom e a c c u s to m e d  t o  t h i n k i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  v a s t n e s s  

( w i tn e s s  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  s p a c e ) ,  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  s i g n i f i ­

c a n c e  a n d  im p o r ta n c e  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  i s  f a r  t o o  o f t e n  o v e r ­

lo o k e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  l a r g e r  f i e l d s .  The i r o n y  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  

l o c a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  one a s p e c t  o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i s  c l o s e s t  

t o  m o st i n d i v i d u a l s . ^

L o c a l  h i s t o r y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

u n i t  o f  t h e  s tu d y  o f  h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n ity , t h e  to w n , t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a ,  t h e  c o u n ty ,  

o r  t h e  n e ig h b o r i n g  r e g i o n .  I t  i s  a  f i e l d  t h a t  i s  s m a l l e r  

t h a n  s t a t e  h i s t o r y ,  an d  l a r g e r  t h a n ,  b u t  o f t e n  i n c l u d i n g ,  

b i o g r a p h y  o r  g e n e a lo g y .  I t s  t o p i c s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  h i s t o r y  

i n  g e n e r a l :  e c o n o m ic s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l  a f f a i r s .

% a r c i a  M. M i l l e r ,  C o l l e c t i n g  an d  U s in g  L o c a l  H i s to r y  
( S a n ta  F e : New M exico  R e s e a rc h  L i b r a r y  o f  t h e  S o u th w e s t ,
1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  7 .
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e d u c a t i o n ,  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  m e d i c in e ,  and  

i d e o l o g i e s ,  among o t h e r s . ^

L o c a l  h i s t o r y  c a n n o t  b e  d i v o r c e d  o r  d i s s e c t e d  fro m  

g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  a lw a y s  a  p a r t  o f  s o m e th in g  l a r g e r ,  

a n d  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  m o re  c o m p le te  f ra m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  d o e s  

v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  p i c t u r e . "T h e  p a r t  c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  

w i t h o u t  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  w h o l e . W a r s ,  e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

a n d  r e v o l u t i o n s  a l l  h a v e  t h e i r  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  l o c a l  s c e n e .

I t  i s  t h e n  im p o s s ib l e  t o  e s c a p e  t o t a l l y  t h e  im p a c t  t h e  l a r g e r  

s c e n e  h a s  u p o n  t h e  s m a l l e r . ^

To some e x t e n t  t h e n ,  a l l  h i s t o r y  i s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

"To a  E u ro p e a n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E n g la n d  m ig h t  w e l l  b e  o n ly  

l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  s o  t o  a  ' c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  w o r l d '  m ig h t  b e  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  E u ro p e  i t s e l f .  E v en  w o r ld  h i s t o r y  c o u ld  b e  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y — t o  a  d e n iz e n  o f  M a r s . T h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  "may n o t  be  l o c a l  a t  a l l ,  b u t  may b e  o n ly  a  f o c u s i n g  

o f  a t t e n t i o n  u p o n  a  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t "  o f  a  m uch m ore  e x te n d e d  

h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  r e s e a r c h  i s  d i r e c t e d  

i n  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  a s  t o  " b r i n g  a  d e t a i l  i n t o  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d ,  

w h i l e  s u b o r d i n a t i n g  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  t o  a  b a c k g ro u n d  p o s i t i o n .

^ C l i f f o r d  L . L o rd ,  T e a c h in g  H i s t o r y  W ith  Com m unity 
R e s o u r c e s  (New Y o rk : T e a c h e r s  C o l le g e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 )  ̂ p .  8 .

^ P h i l i p  D. J o r d a n ,  " L o c a l  H i s t o r y . "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  
x y i l l  (M ay, 1 9 5 4 ) ,  1 9 6 .

^ M i l l e r ,  d p . c i t . ,  p .  7 .

^W, H. B u r s to n  a n d  C. W. G re e n ,  e d s . ,  H andbook  f o r  
H i s t o r y  T e a c h e r s  (L o n d o n : M e th u e n  a n d  C o . ,  1 9 6 7 ) a p .  75 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



The n a t i o n a l  o r  b r o a d e r  h i s t o r y  g i v e s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  w h o le  

w id e  sw eep  o f  p a n o ra m ic  p r o p o r t i o n s .

L o c a l  h i s t o r y  h a s  m o s t o f  t h e  v a lu e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  

h i s t o r y .  I t  b r i n g s  a b o u t  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o n e 's  own 

e x i s t e n c e  I n  a  m ore I n t i m a t e  m an n e r  t h a n  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y .

I t  g i v e s  man p e r s p e c t i v e  an d  h u m i l i t y  a n d  " a  s e n s e  o f  I n h e r ­

i t i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  I n  an  o n g o in g  p r o j e c t  o f  some a n t i q ­

u i t y — s o m e th in g  o f  p e c u l i a r  I m p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  m o b ile  a n d  

s  y o u n g .

The I n t e r e s t  e x p r e s s e d  by  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  I n  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  I s  a n  I n d i c a t i o n  o f  I t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o n e 's  own 

e x p e r i e n c e .  R e c e n t l y ,  s t u d e n t s  I n  an  u r b a n  com m unity  c o l l e g e  

I n  t h e  M a ry la n d  s u b u rb s  o f  W a s h in g to n ,  D. C . ,  r a n  a  f e a t u r e  

a r t i c l e  I n  t h e i r  s c h o o l  n e w s p a p e r  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

to w n  I n  w h ic h  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  I s  l o c a t e d .  The a u t h o r  o f  t h a t  

a r t i c l e ,  F r e d  S h u t t l e s w o r t h ,  w r o te  t h a t  h i s  a r t i c l e  w as b e in g  

p u b l i s h e d  " I n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  I t  w i l l  p ro m o te  g r e a t e r  I n t e r e s t  

I n  o u r  co m m u n ity  (T akom a P a r k ,  M a r y l a n d ) . "  He c o n t i n u e d :

" I n  d i s c o v e r i n g  I t s  h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s ,  we a r e  g iv e n  I n s i g h t  

I n t o  I t s  e a r l y  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  I t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  l i f e  

a n d  g r o w th ." ®  L o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e n ,  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  a  m eans 

o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m a n 's  p r e s e n t  p l a c e  I n  t h e  w o r l d .

^ L o rd ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  8 .

® Fred S h u t t l e s w o r t h ,  "Takom a P a r k , " E x c a l l b u r ,
M arch  2 8 ,  1 9 7 4 , p .  7 . E x c a l l b u r  I s  t h e  c o l l e g e  n e w s p a p e r  o f  
M o ntgom ery  C o l l e g e ,  Takom a P a r k ,  Md. S h u t t l e s w o r t h  I s  a  
j o u r n a l i s m  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e .
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M ost p e r s o n s  a r e  r e a d i l y  a w a re  o f  w hat l o c a l  h i s t o r y  

i s .  T hey  a r e  n o t  s o  a w a re  o f  w h a t  h i s t o r y  i t s e l f  i s .  T h is  

a u t h o r  a s k e d  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  p e r s o n s  on  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  W a sh in g ­

t o n ,  D. C . ,  t o  a n s w e r  tw o  q u e s t i o n s .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  was 

"W hat i s  h i s t o r y ? "  T he s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  w as "W hat i s  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y ? "  S e v e n ty - o n e  p e o p le  g a v e  som e v a r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  

e f f e c t  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  w as t h o  s t o r y  o f  a  to w n , c o u n ty  o r  

s m a l l  u n i t .  H o w e v e r, t h e r e  w e re  n o  l e s s  t h a n  s e v e n  d i f ­

f e r e n t  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  r u n n in g  t h e  gam u t f ro m  

" S o m e th in g  I  h a t e d  i n  s c h o o l "  t o  "T he r e c o r d e d  s t o r y  o f  

m a n k in d ."  P e o p le  seem ed  a b l e  t o  r e s p o n d  im m e d ia te ly  t o  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  on l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  h a d  t o  g r o p e  f o r  a n  a n s w e r  

t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  q u e s t i o n .  T h i s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  

i s  s o m e th in g  m o re  r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a n d  m ore e a s i l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  b y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e r s o n s  t h a n  h i s t o r y  i n  

g e n e r a l .

T h is  a u t h o r  d e f i n e s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  s t a r t i n g  

p o i n t  f o r  m o s t h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  I t  i s  th e  r o o t s  f ro m  

w h ic h  t h e  t r e e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  g ro w . I t  i s  m ore 

p e r s o n a l  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a  h i s t o r y  w h ic h  e v e ry o n e  c a n  a t  some 

p o i n t  r e l a t e  t o  h i s  own p a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  i s  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  own l o c a l  c o m m u n ity  o r  c o u n ty .  L o c a l  h i s t o r y  

d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o n e 's  own c o m m u n ity , a s  

a  h i s t o r i a n  m ig h t  w r i t e  a  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  some d i s t a n t  

c o m m u n ity . W h ile  t h i s  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  a s  p e r s o n a l  a s  t h e
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h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  own c o m m u n ity , i t  i s  s t i l l  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  

f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .

W here Can L o c a l  H i s t o r y  b e  P o u n d ?

A v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  s tu d y  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  

d i f f e r  f ro m  one l o c a l i t y  t o  a n o t h e r .  The e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  

w h e re  t h i s  a u th o r  w e n t t o  o b t a i n  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h i s  h i s t o r y  

o f  M u lb e r ry  an d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a  c a n  s e r v e  a s  a  g u i d e l i n e  

f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  a n y  A m e ric a n  com­

m u n i ty .  Some s o u r c e s  m e n t io n e d  h e r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  

o r  e v e n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  o t h e r  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

m o s t s o u r c e s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  sa m e .

I t  w as f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  

a n y th i n g  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  a r e a  t o  b e  r e s e a r c h e d ,  

a n d  i f  i t  h a d ,  t o  d e te r m in e  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

r e s e a r c h .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  was t o  a s k  t h e  

h i s t o r i a n  a t  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  i n  t h e  c o u r t ­

h o u s e  a t  B a r to w  w h a t b o o k s  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  P o lk  C o u n ty  

i n  g e n e r a l .  The l i b r a r i a n ,  M rs . S t e v i e  P o w e l l ,  s a i d  t h a t  

t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  o n ly  tw o  w o rk s  on  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty , 

a n d  b o t h  w e re  o l d  en o u g h  t o  b e  o f  v a lu e  a s  p r im a r y - s o u r ce  

m a t e r i a l .  B o th  b o o k s , P o lk  C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a :  I t s  L ands an d

P r o d u c ts  ( 1 8 8 3 ) ,  by  G. W. H e n d ry ,  a n d  H i s t o r y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty , 

F l o r i d a  ( 1 9 2 8 ) ,  by  M. F . H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  w e re  n o  lo n g e r  i n  

p r i n t .  M rs . P o w e l l  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  no  s p e c i a l i z e d
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r e s e a r c h  d o n e  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  o r  an y  p a r t  o f  

s o u th w e s t e r n  P o lk  C o u n ty

The c o u n ty  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y  h a d  many f i l e s  a v a i l ­

a b l e  f o r  r e s e a r c h ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  w e re  c h e ck e d  f o r  p e r t i n e n t  

m a t e r i a l .  Many p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts  h a d  b e e n  f i l e d  t h e r e .  

I n c l u d i n g  o l d  c e n s u s  r e t u r n s .  The c e n s u s  r e t u r n s  w e re  

e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  when t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  

came t o  t h e  c o u n ty ,  w h a t t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d s  w e r e ,  w h e re  th e y  

came f ro m ,  w h a t t h e i r  r a c e  w a s , an d  o t h e r  f a c t s  o f  I n t e r e s t .

The l i b r a r y  h a d  on m ic r o f i lm  many o f  t h e  o ld  n ew s­

p a p e r s  f ro m  B a r to w  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  n e a rb y  c o m m u n ities^ '

S u ch  p a p e r s  a s  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  N ew s, B a rto w  C o u r l e r - I n f o r m a n t , 

P o r t  M eade L e a d e r , a n d  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  a l l  c o n ta i n e d  a r t i c l e s  

o f  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e .  A r t i c l e s  I n  t h e s e  p a p e r s  r e f e r ­

r e d  t o  o t h e r  p a p e r s  w h ic h  w e re  a l s o  on m ic r o f i lm .  The Deed 

R e c o rd  Book o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  w as a l s o  r e c o r d e d  on m ic r o f i lm  

a n d  u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o t e d  h e re  t h a t  o b t a i n i n g  

I n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s o r t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  o v e r n i g h t .  To do 

a  th o r o u g h  jo b  may t a k e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  Of c o u r s e .  I f  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  c a n  d e v o te  f u l l  t im e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t ,  t h e  j o b  c a n  

b e  c o m p le te d  m uch m ore q u i c k l y .

A f t e r  e x h a u s t i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  I n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y ,  

t h e  n e x t  l o g i c a l  p l a c e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  w as t h e  c i t y  r e c o r d s

^ S te v i e  L . P o w e l l ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i a n ,  p e r s o n a l  
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  B a r to w ,  P l a . , O c t . ,  1 9 7 0 .
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o f  M u lb e r r y .  T he c i t y  e m p lo y e e s  w e re  e a g e r  t o  h e lp  an d  

a l l o w e d  o p e n  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  r e c o r d s .  O f p a r t i c u l a r  v a lu e  

w e re  t h e  M a y o r’ s  D o c k e t a n d  t h e  C o u n c i l  M in u te s  o f  t h e  c i t y  

c o u n c i l  m e e t in g s .

F l o r i d a  S o u th e rn  C o l le g e  I n  n e a r b y  L a k e la n d  h a d  a  

g o o d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s  on  g e n e r a l  F l o r i d a  h i s t o r y .  T h e s e  

w e re  u s e d  t o  g a in  a n  o v e r a l l  v ie w  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

s t a t e .

L o c a l  b u s in e s s m e n  w e re  o f t e n  h e l p f u l  I n  t e l l i n g  t h e  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a l t h o u g h  

some d i d  n o t  w a n t t o  be  b o t h e r e d ,  an d  one was e v e n  h o s t i l e  

t o  g r a n t i n g  a n  I n t e r v i e w .  V i s i t s  t o  a r e a  c h u rc h e s  t u r n e d  

up some g o o d  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  

an d  M u lb e r ry  M e th o d i s t  C h u r c h e s .  The o t h e r s  e i t h e r  h a d  

l o s t  t h e i r  r e c o r d s  o r  s a i d  t h e y  w e re  u n a v a i l a b l e .

Some c i t i z e n s  e a g e r l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  o ld  l e t t e r s  a n d  

p i c t u r e s .  M rs . Roy G la d n e y  an d  M rs . J o h n  M i t c h e l l  h a d  t h e  

m o s t p e r t i n e n t  I n f o r m a t io n  o f  t h i s  t y p e .  P e r s o n a l  I n t e r ­

v ie w s  w e re  h e l d  w i t h  m any o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s .  Q u i te  a  few  o f  

t h e s e  p r o v e d  h e l p f u l  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e re  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e .  A 

v i s i t  t o  t h e  M u lb e ri\y  c i t y  l i b r a r y  y i e l d e d  o n ly  m in im a l  

u s e f u l  I n f o r m a t i o n .

W h ile  t h e  a b o v e -m e n t io n e d  s o u r c e s  d e a l t  e x c l u s i v e l y  

w i th  M u lb e r r y  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a ,  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  

r e s o u r c e s  a r e  com m only a v a i l a b l e .  I n  a n y  g iv e n  l o c a l i t y
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t h e r e  a r e  in n u m e r a b le  s o u r c e s  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  N a t u r a l l y  

t h e r e  w i l l  be  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t y p e s  a n d  a m o u n ts  o f  m a t e r i a l  

a v a i l a b l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I t  i s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  t h e r e  

w i l l  b e  m o re  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  l i v i n g  i n  

a n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  fam o u s s p o t .  Towns w i t h  b a t t l e s ,  fam o u s 

p e o p l e ,  a n d  n e a r b y  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  w i l l  h a v e  m ore w r i t ­

t e n  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  

r e m o te  a r e a s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s o u r c e s  an d  c o n t e n t  o f  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  a r e  o f t e n  d e te r m in e d  b y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s ­

t o r i a n . ^ ®

W h a t, t h e n ,  a r e  some o f  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  t o  lo o k  f o r  

s o u r c e s  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ?  I n  q u e s t i o n i n g  D r . D a n i e l  R o s e l l e ,  

E d i t o r  o f  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n , t h e  o f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  t h i s  a u t h o r  a s k e d  

h im  who h e  f e l t  w as t h e  f o r e m o s t  a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  D r . R o s e l l e  w as o f  t h e  o p i n io n  t h a t  D r .  

R a lp h  B ro w n , C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H i s t o r y  a t  t h e  

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Y o rk  a t  C o r t l a n d ,  w as t h e  m a n .^ ^

I n  a  1974  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  D r . B ro w n , t h i s  a u t h o r  w as 

i n f o r m e d  t h a t  " t h e  u s e  o f  l o c a l  b io g r a p h y  i s  one  o f  t h e  m o st 

i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e s "  i n  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a  c o m m u n ity . 

L o c a l  b i o g r a p h y  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  p a r t  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

12

^ ^ D a n ie l  R o s e l l e ,  E d i t o r ,  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n , p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  W a s h in g to n ,  D . C . ,  F e b .  2 6 ,  1 9 7 4 .

^ ^ R a lp h  A. B ro w n , C h a irm a n ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H i s t o r y ,  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Y ork  a t  C o r t l a n d ,  t e l e p h o n e  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  F e b .  2 8 ,  1 9 7 4 .
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D r. Brown f e l t  t h a t  t h e  " s tu d y  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  

who h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  g iv e n  a r e a  

c a n n o t  b e  d i s s o c i a t e d  f ro m  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  a r e a .

L o c a l  b i o g r a p h y  b e c o m e s ,  t h e n ,  a  m ean s  f o r  u t i l i z i n g  some o f

t h e  v a l u e s  o f  c o m m u n ity  s tu d y  w i t h i n  t h e  f ra m e w o rk  o f  A m eri­

c a n  h i s t o r y .  A lm o st e v e r y  c o m m u n ity  c a n  p r o v id e  a  l a r g e  

am ount o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  m a t e r i a l  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  

n o t  o n ly  i n  m a k in g  t h e  p a s t  seem  m o re  r e a l ,  b u t  a s  s t a r t i n g  

p o i n t s  f o r  a  s tu d y  o f  t h a t  c o m m u n ity .

The n e x t  l o g i c a l  s o u r c e  i s  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s .  The 

l o c a l  p a p e r  i s  t h e  d i a r y  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ity , t e l l i n g  d a y  by  

day  ( o r  w eek by  w eek ) w h a t h a s  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  co m m u n ity .

The b a c k  f i l e s  o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s  o f t e n  c a n  b e  fo u n d  a t  th e  

l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  o r  t h e  new s­

p a p e r  o f f i c e . T h e  r e s e a r c h e r  s h o u ld  i n s p e c t  a l l  t h e  

i s s u e s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  w h ic h  h e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d .  I f  

h e  i s  f o r t u n a t e ,  t h e  f i l e s  w i l l  b e  c o m p le te  a n d  t h e  n e w s p a p e rs  

w i l l  b e  m i c r o f i lm e d  m ak in g  th em  e a s i e r  t o  h a n d l e .

L e t t e r s ,  j o u r n a l s ,  a n d  d i a r i e s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o u r c e s

o f  h i s t o r y .  T hey  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  m o st c o m m u n i t ie s .  I n f o r ­

m a t io n  i n  s u c h  s o u r c e s  may r e l a t e  t o  t h e  u n u s u a l  a n d  e x c e p ­

t i o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d a y - b y - d a y , n o r m a l  h a p p e n in g s  t h a t  a l s o  

c o n s t i t u t e  a  l e g i t i m a t e  r e c o r d  o f  h i s t o r y .  The r a m b l in g

^ ^ R a lp h  A. B row n, "T he L o c a l  S c e n e  i n  A m e ric a n  
H i s to r y  T e a c h in g , "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n , XVI ( J a n . ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  2 0 .

^ ^ W ill ia m  T . A ld e r s o n ,  T e n n e s s e e ;  A S t u d e n t s ' G u ide  
t o  L o c a l i z e d  H i s t o r y  S e r i e s  (New Y o rk : T e a c h e r s  C o l le g e
P r e s s ' ,  1"966 ) ,  p . v .
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" l e t t e r s  o f  a  s c h o o l  b o y  t o  h i s  p a l ,  t h e  s e c r e t  d i a r y  o f  a 

s c h o o l  g i r l ,  t h e  c a r e f u l l y  n o t e d  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  d a l l y  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  b l a c k s m i t h ,  s t o r e k e e p e r ,  c le r g y m a n ,  o r  

d o c t o r "  p r o v id e  a  w e a l th  o f  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  l o c a l  p a s t  

One p ro b le m  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  p l a n n i n g  t o  u s e  l o c a l  

m a t e r i a l s  I s  t h a t  l e t t e r s  w i t h  I n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  com m unity  

l i f e  a r e  u s u a l l y  m a i l e d  t o  some o t h e r  a r e a .  C o n v e r s e ly ,  

t h e  co m m u n ity  r e c e i v e s  l e t t e r s  f ro m  o t h e r  s p o t s .  C o r r e s p o n ­

d e n c e  f ro m  a  s o l d i e r  on d u ty  I n  some d i s t a n t  p o s t  o r  f ro m  

a n  a d v e n tu r o u s  y o u th  I n  s e a r c h  o f  w e a l th  I n  C a l i f o r n i a  

m i n e f i e l d s  c o n t a i n  r e f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  c o m p l e te l y  d i f f e r e n t  

a r e a s .  H o w e v e r, t h e s e  d o c u m e n ts  do  r e l a t e  t o  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n ity  e x p e r i e n c e ,  an d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  came fro m  a 

l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  c a n  r e i n f o r c e  o r  re a w a k e n  I n t e r e s t  I n  some 

s u b j e c t s  t h a t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  o n ly  a  r e m o te  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

t o  t h e  Im m e d ia te  s u r r o u n d i n g s . ^ ^  F r e q u e n t l y ,  p e o p le  s a v e  

l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  t o  th em  by  lo v e d  o n e s  I n  t h e  home co m m u n ity , 

an d  w hen t h e y  r e t u r n  ho m e, t h e y  b r i n g  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  w i th  

th e m . I n  t h i s  w a y , e v e n t s  o f  t h e  co m m u n ity  h a v e  b e e n  

c h r o n i c l e d  b y  t h e  l e t t e r  s e n d e r  a n d  s a v e d  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  by  

t h e  l e t t e r  r e c e i v e r  a n d  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s .

^ ^ W lll la m  G. T y r r e l l ,  " L o c a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  T e a c h in g  
A m e ric a n  H i s t o r y , "  I n t e r p r e t i n g  a n d  T e a c h in g  A m e ric a n  
H i s t o r y , T h i r t y - f i r s t  Y e a rb o o k  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  
t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d ie s  (W a s h in g to n :  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e
S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  I 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  4 l 8 .

^ ^Ibld .
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S c h o o l  an d  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s  o f t e n  c o n t a i n  I n f o r m a t io n  

a b o u t  l i f e  i n  a  c o m m u n ity . C h u rc h e s  g ro w , m o v e , b r a n c h  o u t ,  

d e c l i n e ,  m erg e  and  d i s a p p e a r ,  a l t e r i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .  R e c o rd s  t h a t  th ro w  l i g h t  on t h e s e  c h a n g e s  

a r e  v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e s  f o r  l o c a l  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  C h u rc h e s  

w i t h  a  s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  u s u a l l y  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  

s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  m o re  c a r e f u l l y  t h a n  th o s e  u n d e r  m ore  l o c a l  

c o n t r o l .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  H i s t o r i c a l  

C o m m issio n  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  p r o v id e s  e x t e n s i v e  

m ic r o f i lm s  o f  many l o c a l  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s .  S c h o o l  d o c u m e n ts ,  

s u c h  a s  y e a r b o o k s ,  h a n d b o o k s ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  o f t e n  

p r o v id e  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on c u r r i c u l u m  o f f e r i n g s  and  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  s u c h  o f f e r i n g s .  O f f i c i a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  s c h o o l  

o f f i c i a l s  c a n  h e lp  d e te r m in e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  com m unity  

to w a rd  t h e  s c h o o l .

D e p e n d in g  on t h e  t o p i c  t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  p l a c e s  

i n  w h ic h  t o  lo o k  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  w o rk in g  

on t h e  im p a c t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  upon  th e  c o m m u n ity , h e  c o u ld  

v i s i t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  o f f i c e s ,  t h e  g a s  s t a t i o n s ,  t h e  s h ip y a r d  

o r  t h e  t r u c k i n g  d e p o t .  I f  he  i s  w o rk in g  on  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

m in in g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  l o g i c a l  p l a c e  t o  v i s i t  w o u ld  b e  th e  

m in in g  c o m p a n y ’ s o f f i c e .  B u s in e s s  r e c o r d s — l e d g e r s ,  j o u r ­

n a l s ,  d a y b o o k s  an d  b u d g e t s — docum ent e c o n o m ic  h i s t o r y .

17 I b i d .
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O ld  p h o to g r a p h s  o f t e n  t e l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e rs  d o n ' t  

m e n t io n  s u c h  a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  r o a d s ,  s id e w a l k s  o r  b u i l d ­

i n g s  o r  e v e n  t h e  ty p e  o f  u n i fo r m  w o rn  b y  p o l i c e  o r  f i r e m e n .

Of c o u r s e ,  som e b u s i n e s s e s  o r  g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c i e s  do n o t  

r e l i s h  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  a n  " o u t s i d e r "  g o in g  th r o u g h  t h e i r  

r e c o r d s .  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  h a s  n o  a l t e r n a ­

t i v e  b u t  t o  go  e l s e w h e r e  i n  h i s  s e a r c h .

L o c a l  o f f i c e s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t c o n t a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  

m a t e r i a l s  w i th  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s e v e r a l  s u b j e c t s  i n  

h i s t o r y .  M in u te  b o o k s  s p e c i f y  i n  d e t a i l ,  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  law s  an d  

o r d i n a n c e s .  T h e s e  b a s i c  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t r a c e  t h e  

e x p a n s io n  o f  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c  i n  e v e r y  l e v e l  o f  g o v e rn m e n t.  A n n u a l  a n d  s p e c i a l  

r e p o r t s  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  g o v e rn ­

m e n ta l  a f f a i r s . Many g o v e rn m e n t o f f i c e s  h a v e  lo n g  g iv e n  

c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p r e s e r v i n g  r e c o r d s  a b o u t  t h e  s a l e  a n d  

t r a n s f e r  o f  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  A lo n g  w i th  a s s e s s ­

m en t r o l l s  a n d  o f f i c i a l  m aps a n d  s u r v e y s ,  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  a r e  

s u b s t a n c e s  f o r  sh o w in g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity . C e n su s  

r e c o r d s  a n d  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a f t e r  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  w as 

f o r m a l l y  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o m b in e  a 

p e r s o n a l  a p p ro a c h  t o  h i s t o r y  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a .  They 

b o th  v e r i f y  a n d  m e a s u re  p o p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e s  a n d  s o u r c e s .
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J u d i c i a l  r e c o r d s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  s t u d y i n g  l e g a l  c o n c e p t s  

a n d  s h i f t s  i n  m o ra l  s t a n d a r d s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many g o v e rn m e n t o f f i c e s  s u f f e r  f ro m  

g a p s  i n  t h e i r  r e c o r d s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l o s s  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  

d o c u m e n ts . A ls o  t h e  r e c o r d s  do  n o t  a lw a y s  e x p l a i n  why 

d e c i s i o n s  w e re  m ade n o r  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o n f l i c t  a n d  a rg u m e n ts  

t h a t  w e re  i n v o lv e d  i n  r e a c h i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e c i s i o n .  T h e se  

c o n d i t i o n s  r e m in d  t h e  h i s t o r i â n  t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  b e  s a t i s f i e d  

w i t h  o n e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  m u st s e a r c h  many p l a c e s  

f o r  m a t e r i a l s  o n  w h ic h  t o  b a s e  h i s  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  In  

r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  many d e c i s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m ade b y  t e l e p h o n e  

c a l l s ,  a n d  t h e s e  im p e rm a n e n t c o n v e r s a t i o n s  p r o v id e  no  e v id e n c e  

f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d .  At t h e  sam e t i m e ,  g o v e rn m e n t 

o f f i c e s  a c q u i r e  s u c h  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s  i n  c o r r e s p o n ­

d e n c e ,  r o u t i n e  r e c o r d s ,  a n d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  i s  now 

m uch m o re  d i f f i c u l t .  The p e r s o n  who p l a n s  t o  u s e  g o v e rn m e n t 

r e c o r d s  s h o u ld  know w h a t m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  an d  i n  w h ic h  

o f f i c e  t h e y  a r e  l o c a t e d .  P u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  b u s y  p e o p l e ,  

b u t  w hen a p p ro a c h e d  p r o p e r l y  t h e y  c a n  f u r n i s h  v a l u a b l e  

s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e a r i n g  on  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  on 

many o t h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  i n  t h e  p a s t .

I f  t h i s  a u t h o r ’ s e x p e r i e n c e  c a n  be  a s su m e d  a s  t y p i c a l ,  

a  r e s e a r c h e r  m ig h t  b e  a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h ic h  he

1 9 T y r r e l l ,  " L o c a l  R e s o u r c e s , "  p .  4 2 0 .
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f i n d s  som e h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  i n  g o v e rn m e n t o f f i c e s .  The 

c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  s y s te m  t o  t h e  way t h e y  k e p t  

t h e i r  d o c u m e n ts .  Many r a r e  p a p e r s  w ere  s im p ly  f o l d e d  a n d  

p i l e d  i n  a  c l o s e t .  A t l e a s t  t h e y  w ere  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  

p l a c e .  The c o u n ty  c o u r t h o u s e ,  d u e  t o  o v e r c r o w d in g ,  h a d  

v o lu m e s  o f  c o u r t  c a s e s  an d  la n d  r e c o r d s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  h a l l ­

w ays w h e re  some d i s h o n e s t  p e r s o n  c o u ld  e a s i l y  w a lk  away 

w i t h  a  v a l u a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t. E v en  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

l i b r a r y  t h e r e  w as o n ly  one woman t o  k e e p  a l l  t h e  r e c o r d s  

s t r a i g h t  a n d  i n  p l a c e .  When s h e  r e t i r e s  i t  w i l l  b e  n e x t  

t o  i m p o s s ib l e  t o  l o c a t e  a n y t h i n g ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  n o  f i l i n g  s y s te m  

f o r  o l d  d o c u m e n ts .  O n ly  t h e  m ic r o f i lm  a n d  b o u n d  v o lu m e s  o f  

b o o k s  a r e  i n  som e s e m b la n c e  o f  o r d e r .

O th e r  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n c l u d e  c o u n ty  

h i s t o r i e s ,  c i t y  a n d  v i l l a g e  h i s t o r i e s ,  s t a t e  a n d  r e g i o n a l  

h i s t o r i e s ,  f a m i ly  a lb u m s ,  g u id e  b o o k s ,  t r a v e l e r s  a c c o u n t s ,  

g e n e a l o g i e s  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  b o o k s . O n e  v e r y  h e l p f u l  s o u r c e  

i s  o l d  m aps o f  t h e  a r e a  t o  be  s t u d i e d .  A re a s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  

g r o w th ,  e a r l y  r o a d s ,  o r i g i n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  o l d  l a n d  g r a n t s  

c a n  b e  f o u n d  on  t h e s e  m a p s .

One o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  

r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  

i s  t h e  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w .  I n f o r m a n t s  i n  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  

" c a n  d e l i n e a t e  s e g m e n ts  o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  m ig h t  n e v e r  b e  d i s ­

c l o s e d  e x c e p t  i n  d i a r i e s  o r  o t h e r  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  a c c o u n t s .

^ ^ M i l l e r ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 1 .
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p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n ts  t h a t  a r e  l e s s  common now t h a n  

i n  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n s . ” ^^ T a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p e r s o n s  

"w hose  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e re  o n c e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n ity , c a n  p r o v id e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  p r o c e s s  s o  v i t a l  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d in g  t h e  p a s t . Re c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w s  c a n  p r o v id e  

n a r r a t i v e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c a u s e s ,  m o t i v a t i o n s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h u s ,  t h e y  c a n  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

"how" a n d  "w hy" o f  h i s t o r y T h e s e  r e c o r d i n g s ,  c a l l e d  o r a l  

h i s t o r y ,  s e t  v i s u a l  d i s p l a y s  i n  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t .  

M o re o v e r ,  t h e y  c a n  c a p tu r e  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i e t y  w h ic h  a r e  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s p l a y .  "A c a s e  i n  p o i n t  i s  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  

a g e n t  who c a n  d e s c r i b e  f o r  an  i n t e r v i e w e r  how h e  s e r v i c e d  

th e  t r a i n s  p a s s i n g  d a i l y  t h r o u g h  a  com m unity  w h e re  t h e  o n ly  

v i s u a l  c lu e  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  f o rm e r  a c t i v i t y  i s  a  w e e d -  

c h o k e d  e m b a n k m e n t."  A n o th e r  e x a m p le  i s  a u c t i o n e e r i n g ,  a n  

o c c u p a t i o n  v i t a l  t o  t h e  e c o n o m ic  and  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  A m e ric a n  

c o m m u n i tie s  w h ic h  i s  " b a s e d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  v e r b a l  

c o m m u n ic a t io n .

The r e s e a r c h e r  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c a n n o t  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  

t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  r e a d y  f o r  h i s  own p e r s o n a l  u s e .  T hey a r e

^ ^ W ill ia m  G. T y r r e l l ,  "T ap e  R e c o r d in g  L o c a l  H i s t o r y , "  
T e c h n ic a l  L e a f l e t  3 5 ,  H i s t o r y  N ew s, XXI N o. 5 (M ay, 1 9 6 6 ) ,  2 .

^ ^G o u ld  P . C o lm a n , " T a p e d  I n t e r v i e w s  a n d  Com m unity 
S t u d i e s , "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  XXIX ( D e c . ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  5 3 7 .

^ ^ T y r r e l l ,  "T ap e  R e c o r d in g  L o c a l  H i s t o r y , "  p .  2 .

^ ^C o lm an , o p . c i t . , p .  5 3 7 -
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u s u a l l y  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  h e ,  h i m s e l f ,  m u st r e c o r d .  Some 

s c h o o l s ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  d nd  C o lu m b ia  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  a r e  d e v e lo p in g  e x t e n s i v e  f i l e s  o f  t a p e d  i n t e r ­

v i e w s ,  b u t  i n  m o s t a r e a s ,  s u c h  t a p e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  u n a v a i l ­

a b l e .

The t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w  h a s  becom e a n  a c c e p te d  m eth o d  

o f  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  can  b e n e f i t  fro m  

m e e t in g  a n d  q u e s t i o n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f ro m  s e e k in g  t o  

d e te r m in e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s .  P o r t a b l e  

c a s s e t t e  t a p e  r e c o r d e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a c i l i t a t e  an d  e n c o u ra g e  

t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s o u r c e .  As i n  a l l  e x a m p le s  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  m ust h av e  c e r t a i n  

b a s i c  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  s o r t  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  he h o p e s  t o  

e l i c i t ,  an d  " g u id a n c e  i n  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  t a c t f u l  w ays o f  

o b t a i n i n g  i t

T h e re  a r e  u n d o u b te d ly  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  t o  " f i n d  l o c a l  h i s t o r y "  t h a t  h av e  n o t  b e e n  men­

t i o n e d  h e r e .  As s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  

m e n t io n e d  h e r e  m ig h t  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  m ig h t  n o t  p e r t a i n  

t o  e v e ry  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o r  s u b j e c t  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h .

Why T e a c h  L o c a l  H i s to r y ?

The t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

i s  s t i l l  i n  i t s  i n f a n c y .  E u r o p e a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  f a r

2 6 ,T y r r e l l ,  " L o c a l  R e s o u r c e s , "  p .  422 .
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a h e a d  o f  t h e i r  A m e ric a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  M. W. 

K e a t in g e ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t  O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

b e l i e v e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1913  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  

o m i t te d  f ro m  a  u n i v e r s i t y .  He f e l t  t h a t  f o r  a  s t u d e n t  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  E n g l i s h  m e d ia e v a l  h i s t o r y  h e  n e e d e d  k n o w le d g e  

o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m e d ia e v a l  L o n d o n .

Some B r i t i s h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  endow  a  c h a i r  i n  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  w h i l e  o t h e r s  o f f e r  c o u r s e s  i n  l o c a l  and  r e g i o n a l  

h i s t o r y  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  

h i s t o r y .  W. E . T a te  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e e d s  s a i d  tw e n ty  

y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  l e a r n  s o m e th in g  o f  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  i s  t o  t e a c h  i t  t o  o n e ’ s  p u p i l s .  He s a i d  t h a t  " l o c a l  

h i s t o r y ,  t a u g h t  a n d  s t u d i e d  w i t h  d i s c r e t i o n ,  i s  n o t  o n ly  o f  

g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e ,  b u t  a l s o  c a n  b e  a  v e r y  a c t i v a t i n g  a n d  

e n jo y a b l e  u n d e r t a k in g  t o  b o t h  t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d  h i s  p u p i l s .

The e m in e n t  B r i t i s h  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  H. P . R . P i n b e r g  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  h i s t o r y  n e e d e d  " t o  w o rk  o u t  a n d  

p e r s i s t e n t l y  ex p o u n d  a  t h e o r y  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  t h a t  w i l l  

p r o v id e  a  so u n d  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  w o rk  o f  i t s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  

b o t h  i n s i d e  an d  o u t s i d e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y . "  P in b e r g  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  h i s t o r y

W. K e a t in g e ,  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  T e a c h in g  O f H i s to r y  
(L o n d o n : Adam and  C h a r le s  B la c k ,  1 9 1 3 ) ,  p .  2 2 0 .

28iB u r5t o n  an d  G r e e n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  8 9 .
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c l a s s e s  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  t e d iu m  a n d  i n c r e a s e  s t u d e n t  i n t e r e s t  

i n  h i s t o r y .

C o n te m p o ra ry  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r i a n  L aw ren ce  S to n e  f e l t  

i n  1972  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  s h o u ld  b e  t a u g h t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  

e n c o u ra g e d  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c o - e c o n o m i c  s t u d i e s  o f  to w n s  s u c h  

a s  E x e t e r ,  L e i c e s t e r  a n d  N e w c a s t le .  T h e se  s t u d i e s  p r e s e n t e d  

a  m ore  c o m p le te  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  o f  E n g la n d .  

S to n e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  w e re  a h e a d  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  i n  

r e a l i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  o f  t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .^ 0

The p r o m in e n t  F r e n c h  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  P i e r r e  G o u b e r t  

r e c e n t l y  saw  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  a s  s e r v i n g  " t o  

d e s t r o y  m any o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  t h a t  o n ce  seem ed  s o  

s t r o n g  a n d  w e re  e m b o d ie d  i n  s o  many b o o k s ,  p a p e r s ,  a n d  

l e c t u r e s ." 3 1  He a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  h i s t o r i ­

c a l  d e m o g ra p h y  w as a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s s e t  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  s tu d y  

o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y . 32

I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  e x i s t i n g  c u r r i c u l u m s  i n  c o l l e g e s  

h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  " p a r t l y  o u t  o f  i d e n t i f i a b l e  n e e d s  i n  A m e ric a n  

s o c i e t y  a n d  p a r t l y  o u t  o f  t h e  r a p i d  e x p a n s io n  o f  k n o w le d g e

P . R. F i n b e r g  a n d  V. H. T . S k ip p ,  L o c a l  H i s t o r y ,  
O b j e c t i v e  a n d  P u r s u i t  (New Y o rk : A u g u s tu s  M. K e l l e y ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,
p .  6 5 .

3"^Lawrence S t o n e ,  " E n g l i s h  a n d  U n i te d  S t a t e s  L o c a l  
H i s t o r y , "  i n  H i s t o r i c a l  S t u d ie s  T o d a y , e d .  by  F e l i x  G i l b e r t  
a n d  S te p h e n  R . G r a u b a rd  (New Y ork : W. W. N o r to n  a n d  C o . ,
1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  3 1 5 - 3 1 9 .

P i e r r e  G o u b e r t ,  " L o c a l  H i s t o r y , "  i n  H i s t o r i c a l  
S t u d i e s  T o d a y , e d .  b y  F e l i x  G i l b e r t  an d  S te p h e n  R . G ra u b a rd  
(New Y o rk : W. W. N o r to n  a n d  C o . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  30 6 .

3 ^ I b i d . , p p .  308 - 3 0 9 .
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w h ic h  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  p a s t  c e n t u r y . ” The p u r p o s e s  

o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a t  

l e a s t  t h r e e f o l d :  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  h e r i t a g e  ; t o

p a s s  on t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s h e r i t a g e  ; an d  t o  a u g m e n t ,  o r g a n i z e  

a n d  u t i l i z e  t h a t  h e r i t a g e . 33 The t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  

I s  I d e a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s .

’’E v e ry  c o l l e g e  s h o u ld  e x a m in e  t h e  v a r i o u s  n e e d s  o f  

s t u d e n t s  a n d  r e a c h  some a c c o r d  on a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r . ” 3^

The t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c a n  be  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  I s  r e l e ­

v a n t  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ity . I t  m ak es  s e n s e  t h a t  

a  b l a c k  s t u d e n t  I n  a  c o m m u n ity  c o l l e g e  I n  H a rle m  w o u ld  f i n d  

m ore o f  I n t e r e s t  t o  h im  I n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  H a rle m  t h a n  I n  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  a n c i e n t  G r e e c e .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  o f  t h e  

S o u th w e s t  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e  b e t t e r  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  

t r i b e  o r  r e g i o n  t h a n  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  N a p o le o n ic  W a rs . 

H o w e v e r, I n t e r e s t  I n  a  s u b j e c t  d o e s  n o t  a lw a y s  m ean t h a t  

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  n e e d  f o r  I t  I n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .

I t  c a n  b e  a s su m e d  t h a t  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  w i l l  a lw a y s  

h a v e  a  p l a c e  I n  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l u m  I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h e  

’’s tu d y  o f  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  c a n  be  f a c i l i t a t e d  g r e a t l y  by  

w is e  u s e  o f  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s . y e t  " t h e  u s e  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y

^ 3 p a u l  L . D r e s s e l ,  The U n d e r g r a d u a te  C u r r ic u lu m  I n  
H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  (W a s h in g to n :  The C e n te r  f o r  A p p l ie d  R e s e a r c h
I n  E d u c a t i o n ,  196^3), p .  1 .

^^I b l d .

^ ^ T y r r e l l ,  ” L o c a l  R e s o u r c e s , ” p .  4 1 5 .
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a s  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  t h e  s tu d y  o f  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f  

A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  t o o  l i t t l e  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  t e a c h e r s  

o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s . T h o u g h  t h i s  w r i t e r  c h o s e  a  com­

m u n ity  i n  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a n y  com m unity  i n  a n y  one 

o f  t h e  f i f t y  s t a t e s  a f f o r d s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

h u m a n iz in g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s c e n e .  I f  a  s t u d e n t  

e n jo y s  a  g o o d  m y s te ry  s t o r y ,  o r  l i k e s  t o  f o l l o w  c l u e s  t o  s e e  

w h e re  t h e y  l e a d ,  o r  i s  t h r i l l e d  a t  b e in g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  arm ­

c h a i r  d e t e c t i v e ,  t h e n  h e  w o u ld  e n jo y  l o c a l  h i s t o r y — t h e  s t o r y

o f  h i s  own c o m m u n i ty .37

T h e re  a r e  no  g o o d  t e x t b o o k s  f o r  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  ( e x c e p t

f o r  a  few  l a r g e  c i t i e s ) ,  a n d  no  e a s y  way t o  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t

i t .  The s t u d e n t  m u st f i n d  o u t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  By d o in g  t h i s

r e s e a r c h  h i m s e l f ,  h e  f i n d s  o u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t

h i s  co m m u n ity  b u t  a b o u t  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y ,

a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t  d ram a  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ’ s t r a n s f o r ­
m a t io n  f ro m  a  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  w i l d e r n e s s  i n t o  t h e  
w o r l d ’ s m o st p o w e r f u l  n a t i o n ;  f ro m  a  p r i m a t i v e  
s u b s i s t e n c e  econom y i n t o  one p r o d u c in g  t h e  w o r l d ’ s 
h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g ;  f ro m  a  c o l o n i a l  
m o n arc h y  ( p a r t  F r e n c h ,  p a r t  E n g l i s h ,  p a r t  S p a n i s h )  
i n t o  a  d iem ocracy  w h e re  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e  b a l l o t  a n d  f re e d o m  o f  s p e e c h ,  a s s e m b ly ,  a n d  
p e t i t i o n ,  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  v o i c e  i n  h i s  g o v e r n ­
m en t ; f ro m  a  r a t h e r  r i g i d  s o c i e t y  s t r u c t u r e d  on

3 ^ W il lia m  J .  P e t e r s e n ,  ’’T he U se o f  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  a s  
a  T o o l  i n  S tu d y in g  A m e ric a n  H i s t o r y , ” The U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
C om m unity R e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s , N in th  Y e a rb o o k  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d ie s  (C a m b r id g e ,  
M a s s . :  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,
p .  1 0 1 .

3 7 A ld e r s o n ,  o p . c i t . , p .  v .
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E u ro p e a n  m o d e ls  I n t o  a  h i g h l y  f l u i d  s o c i e t y  i n  
w h ic h  a  man c a n  i n  g e n e r a l  r i s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s
a b i l i t y . 38

The s t u d e n t  c a n  d i s c e r n  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  an d  

w i t h o u t  m uch d i f f i c u l t y  b e c a u s e  h e  c a n  s e e  how i t  h a p p e n e d ,  

a n d  who m ade i t  h a p p e n ,  r i g h t  i n  h i s  own c o m m u n ity . C e r­

t a i n l y  a  c o u r s e  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  w o u ld  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  m ore 

i n  a  c o l l e g e  w h ere  a  l a r g e  num ber o f  s t u d e n t s  w ere  i n d ig e n o u s  

t o  t h a t  c o m m u n ity . F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  c o m m u n ity - 

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  fro m  s u c h  a  c o u r s e ,  w h i le  some 

f o u r - y e a r  s c h o o l s  m ig h t  f i n d  l e s s  v a lu e  i n  a  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  

t y p e .

F l o r i d a  S o u th e r n  C o l l e g e ,  a  f o u r - y e a r  l i b e r a l  a r t s  

c o l l e g e  i n  L a k e la n d ,  F l o r i d a ,  i s  o n ly  10 m i l e s  fro m  M u lb e r r y ,  

y e t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  com-.j 

m u n i ty  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  tw o  s t u d e n t s  fro m  M u lb e r ry  e n r o l l e d  

i n  t h e  c o l l e g e .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  a r e a  a t  F l o r i d a  S o u th e rn  b e c a u s e  

l e s s  t h a n  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  w ere  r e s i ­

d e n t s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  c o l l e g e  i s  l o c a t e d .

H o w e v e r, P o lk  C om m unity C o l l e g e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  W in te r  H av en ,

F l o r i d a ,  a b o u t  20 m i l e s  f ro m  M u lb e r r y ,  h ad  a  s tu d e n t  bo d y

3Ql b i d .

C h a r l e s  T . T h r i f t ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  F l o r i d a  S o u th e rn  
C o l l e g e ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  a u t h o r .  L a k e la n d ,  F l a .  
F e b .  8 ,  1 9 7 4 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



23
o f  w h ic h  m ore t h a n  90 p e r  c e n t  w e re  r e s i d e n t s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty . 

N e i t h e r  c o l l e g e  o f f e r e d  a  c o u r s e  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y

B o th  s c h o o l s  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  f ro m  t h e  o f f e r i n g  o f  s u c h  

a  c o u r s e  f ro m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  c o u ld  l e a r n  

p r a g m a t i c a l l y  how t o  do  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  T h is  a u th o r  

th o u g h t  i t  m ig h t  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s u r v e y  s t u d e n t  o p i n io n s  

a t  b o t h  s c h o o l s  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t a k i n g  

a  c o u r s e  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  F i f t y  s t u d e n t s  w e re  ra n d o m ly  

s e l e c t e d  f ro m  t h e  cam pus o f  b o t h  c o l l e g e s .  T hey  w e re  a s k e d  

tw o  q u e s t i o n s :  "W ould y o u  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a k i n g  a  c o u r s e  i n

t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  c o u n ty  a n d / o r  c o m m u n i ty ? ,"  a n d ,

" I f  a  c o u r s e  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c o u ld  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  an y  

one o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s ,  w o u ld  y o u  s i g n  up f o r  

i t ? "  F i f t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  P o lk  Com m unity C o l le g e  

s t u d e n t s  a n s w e re d  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n .

T h e i r  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  w as e v e n  m ore e n c o u r a g i n g —  

76 p e r  c e n t  s a i d  t h e y  w o u ld  s i g n  up f o r  s u c h  a n  e l e c t i v e .

A t F l o r i d a  S o u th e r n  o n ly  12 p e r  c e n t  a n s w e re d  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  

t o  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  w h i l e  46 p e r  c e n t  g a v e  a  f a v o r a b l e

P o lk  C om m unity C o l l e g e ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  
W in te r  H a v e n , F l a . ,  F e b .  8 ,  1 9 7 4 .

f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  on t h e  cam pus o f  F l o r i d a  S o u th e r n  C o l l e g e ,  
L a k e la n d ,  F l o r i d a ,  a n d  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  on t h e  cam pus o f  
P o lk  Com m unity C o l l e g e ,  W in te r  H a v e n , F l a . ,  F e b .  8 ,  1 9 7 4 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



24
T h is  s u r v e y  w as b y  no  m ean s d o n e  on a  l a r g e  e n o u g h  

s c a l e  t o  o f f e r  c o n c l u s i v e  r e l i a b i l i t y .  I t  d i d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w a s ,  a s  t h i s  a u t h o r  s u s p e c t e d ,  e n o u g h  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r e a  am ong t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  com m unity  

c o l l e g e  t o  m ake i t  w o r th w h i le  f o r  c o l l e g e  o f f i c i a l s  a t  l e a s t  

t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o f f e r i n g  s u c h  a  c o u r s e . I t  

i s  t h e  o p i n io n  o f  t h i s  a u t h o r ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y ,  

t h a t  t h e r e  a l s o  e x i s t e d  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e r e s t  among t h e  s t u ­

d e n t s  a t  F l o r i d a  S o u th e r n  t o  o f f e r  a  c o u r s e  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

C o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e  

a l s o  seem ed  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n  o t h e r  co m m u n ity  c o l l e g e s .  The 

sam e q u e s t i o n s  w e re  a s k e d  t o  o ne  h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s  a t  

M ontgom ery  C o l l e g e ,  a  tw o - y e a r  c o m m u n ity  c o l l e g e  i n  Takom a 

P a r k ,  M a ry la n d .  The r e s p o n s e  w as o v e rw h e lm in g — 82 p e r  c e n t  

a n s w e re d  y e s  t o  b o t h  q u e s t i o n s .

A t L e e s  J r .  C o l le g e  i n  J a c k s o n ,  K e n tu c k y ,  a  c o u r s e  

e n t i t l e d  " A p p a la c h ia n  H i s to r y  a n d  C u l tu r e "  w as oÉe b f t h e i r  

m ore  p o p u l a r  o f f e r i n g s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ’ s .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i ­

c u l a r  c o u r s e ,  s t u d e n t s  w e re  t r a i n e d  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  m e th o d s  

a n d  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  t e c h n i q u e s ,  an d  e x e c u te d  

r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  on  a s p e c t s  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c o u r s e  w o rk .

^ ^ s u r v e y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a u t h o r ,  ran d o m  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  100 s t u d e n t s  on  t h e  cam pus o f  M ontgom ery  C o l l e g e ,  Takom a 
P a r k ,  M d ., May 1 ,  1 9 7 4 .

^ ^ L e e s  J u n i o r  C o l le g e  B u l l e t i n , X X II, No. 1 ( P a l l ,  
1 9 7 3 ) ,  5 5 .
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K ennesaw  J r .  C o l le g e  I n  s u b u rb a n  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g ia ,  

o f f e r e d  a  c o u r s e  c a l l e d  " H i s to r y  I n  B io g r a p h y ,"  a  c o u r s e  I n  

w h ic h  t h e  m a jo r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  I n  h i s t o r y  w e re  t a u g h t  t h r o u g h  

b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  l o c a l  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n s . M o n r o e  C om m unity 

C o l le g e  I n  R o c h e s t e r ,  New Y o rk , o f f e r e d  a  c o u r s e  e n t i t l e d  

"T he  C i ty  i n  A m e ric a n  H i s t o r y "  I n  w h ic h  t h e  c i t y  o f  R o c h e s te r  

a n d  o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  w e re  u s e d  a s  e x a m p le s  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  

c i t y .  I t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  A m e ric a n  l i f e ,  u r b a n  r e f o r m  an d  

" th e  h i s t o r i c  r o o t s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s "  I n  c i t i e s .

U rb a n  h i s t o r y  I s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  t h a t  h a s  h a d  

som e a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  I n  t h e  

u r b a n  N o r t h e a s t .

T h e se  e x a m p le s  p o i n t  t o  o ne  o f  t h e  m a in  r e a s o n s  f o r  

t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y — s t u d e n t  I n t e r e s t .  I f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w e re  n o t  I n t e r e s t e d  I n  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g ,  t h e y  w o u ld  

n o t  h a v e  I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  I n  t h e  s u r v e y s ,  n o r  w o u ld  

t h e y  s i g n  up f o r  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  I n  t h o s e  s c h o o ls  w h e re  

t h e y  w e re  a f f o r d e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do  s o .

D r .  Ja m e s  C. O ls o n ,  I n  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s  

d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r t h  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  A m e ric a n  

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S t a t e  a n d  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  on  O c to b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 6 5 , 

a t  O klahom a C i t y ,  a d d r e s s e d  h i s  a u d ie n c e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n :

"Why t e a c h  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ? "  He g a v e  t h r e e  p r im a ry  r e a s o n s .

K ennesaw  J u n i o r  C o l le g e  B u l l e t i n , V I I ,  N o. 1 ( 1 9 7 3 -  
7 4 ) ,  10 3 - IÔ T I K ennesaw  J u n i o r  C o l le g e  I s  l o c a t e d  I n  M a r i e t t a ,  
G e o r g ia .

^^M onroe Com m unity C o l le g e  B u l l e t i n  ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,3 7 .
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F i r s t ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  p r o v id e d  r e c r e a t i o n .  Many p e o p le  a r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s t o r y  a n d  t o u r i s t s  o f t e n  come t o  a  com m unity  

b e c a u s e  o f  some e v e n t  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  t h e r e .  S e c o n d ly ,  h e  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  p ro m o te d  p a t r i o t i s m .  He s a i d  

t h a t  i t  " i n c u l c a t e s  p r i d e  o f  p l a c e , "  w h ic h  i s  v a l u a b l e  i n  a  

s o c i e t y  w h ic h  m oves a n d  c h a n g e s  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  o u r s .  O l s o n ’ s 

t h i r d  p o i n t  w as h i s  m a in  r e a s o n  f o r  t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

He s a i d  t h a t  " L o c a l  h i s t o r y  p r o v i d e s  one o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

k e y s  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y ,  an d  i n d e e d ,  

t o  t h e  w h o le  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n ."  He s a i d  t h a t ,  " b e c a u s e  o f  

t h i s ,  i t  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a c a d e m ic  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d  m u st b e  

f o s t e r e d  a s  s u c h .

D r .  R a lp h  A. B ro w n , i n  h i s  1974  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h i s  

a u t h o r ,  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

He f e l t ,  t h e n ,  a s  h e  d i d  tw e n ty  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s ­

t o r y  a r o u s e s  i n t e r e s t ,  s t i m u l a t e s  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g ,  and  

p r o v i d e s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y .

A c c o r d in g  t o  D r. B row n:

The u s e  w h ic h  t e a c h e r s  m ake o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
w i l l  b e  d e te r m in e d  by  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e i r  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and  by  t h e i r  p r im a r y  o b j e c t i v e s .
I f  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v in g  h i s

^ J a m e s  C. O ls o n ,  The R o le  o f  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  (N a sh ­
v i l l e :  A m e ric a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S t a t e  a n d  L o c a l  H i s t o r y ,
1 9 6 5 ) ,  p p .  4 - 6 .

^ ^ R a lp h  A. B row n, "T he  L o c a l  S c e n e  i n  A m e ric a n  
H i s t o r y  t e a c h i n g , "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n , XVI ( J a n . ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  1 9 - 2 2 ;  
" L o c a l  B io g r a p h y  A ro u s e s  I n t e r e s t , ’* S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n , XVI 
( F e b . ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  65 - 6 7 ; " L o c a l  B io g r a p h y  P r o v id e s  H i s t o r i c a l  
C o n t i n u i t y , "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n , XVI ( A p r . ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  1 5 O - I 5 6 ; 
" L o c a l  B io g ra p h y  S t i m u l a t e s  C r i t i c a l  T h i n k in g , "  S o c i a l  
E d u c a t i o n . XVI (M ay , 1 9 5 2 ) ,  2 0 9 -2 1 1 .
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s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  t o  t h i n k  c r i t i c a l l y  and  c a r e f u l l y ,  
t o  d e v e lo p  a  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  com m unity  an d  
t h e i r  n a t i o n ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r ld  a b o u t  th em  
i n  t e r m s  o f  c a u se  a n d  e f f e c t ,  t o  d e v e lo p  i d e a l s  
o f  l o y a l t y ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e n  
u s in g  t h e  d a t a  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y - w i l i  h e lp  t h e  
p u p i l s  r e a c h  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s

M i l l e r  R . C o l l i n g s ,  i n  How t o  U t i l i z e  C om m unity 

R e s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  " b e n e f i c i a l  o u tco m e s  

g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d "  f ro m  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y :

1 .  I n - s c h o o l  w o rk  b eco m es m ore m e a n in g f u l  
b e c a u s e  o f  o u t - o f - s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  C o n c r e te  
s i t u a t i o n s  fo rm  b a s e s  f ro m  w h ic h  t o  b u i l d  new 
l e a r n i n g  c o n c e p t s .

2 .  T h e re  i s  some g e n e r a l  im p ro v e m e n t i n  
c i t i z e n s h i p  a s  s t u d e n t s  becom e aw a re  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  i n v o lv e d  i n  m e a n in g f u l  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .

3 .  S t u d e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e  g r e a t e r  p r o f i c i e n c y  
i n  p ro b le m  s o l v i n g .  E x p e r ie n c e s  i n  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n s  
s u c h  a s  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  v i s i t  m ak in g  
a r r a n g e m e n t s , a n d  c a r r y i n g  on  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a c t u a l  l i v i n g ,  n o t  p l a y i n g  a t  l i v i n g .

4 . G ro u p s show s u p e r i o r  a b i l i t y  i n  g e t t i n g  
a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r s .  B e t t e r  hum an r e l a t i o n s  a r e  
d e m o n s t r a t e d .

5 .  An i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  s c h o o l  i s  e v i ­
d e n t .  P u p i l s  r a r e l y  m is s  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a  
t r i p .  G e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  i s  b e t t e r .

6 .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a w a re  o f  t h e  
a b i l i t y  o f  m any g r o u p s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  
co m m u n ity  g o o d .

7 . I n c r e a s e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  b e t t e r  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  i t s  p ro b le m s  on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  p a r e n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity .

How t o  Use
L o c a l  H is to ry " ,  How To Do I t  S e r i e s ,  No. 3 (W a s h in g to n :  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  1 .
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8 . S t u d e n ts  a c q u i r e  g r e a t e r  k n o w le d g e  

o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  c i v i c  a n d  g o v e r n m e n ta l  
a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e s e  
a g e n c i e s  t o  t h e  t o t a l  co m m u n ity .

9 .  S tu d e n ts  g a in  f i r s t h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  I n  
d e te r m i n i n g  a v a i l a b l e  J o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  n e c e s ­
s a r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  w o rk in g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e m u n e ra ­
t i o n ,  e x i s t e n c e  o f  e m p lo y e e  b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  r e t i r e ­
m en t p l a n s .

1 0 . S t u d e n t s  a c q u i r e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  g i v i n g  
s o m e th in g  t o  t h e i r  co m m u n ity  t h r o u g h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
I n  a p p r o p r i a t e  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  
m em b e rsh ip  I n  c o m m u n ity  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T hey 
o b t a i n  e n r i c h e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  co m m u n ity  f o r  p r o f i t a b l e  u s e  o f  l e i s u r e  
t i m e .

P ro g ra m s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  I n  t h e  M u lb e r ry  

a r e a ,  o r  a n y  a r e a  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  s h o u ld  b e  p l a n n e d  a c c o r d ­

i n g  t o  t h e  s tu d e n t s *  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  I n t e r e s t s .  "Some o f  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  may s t r e s s  v i s u a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  e x p r e s ­

s i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  by  m e c h a n ic a l  o r  a r t i s t i c  

s k i l l s ,  a s  I n  p i c t u r e s ,  m o d e ls  o r  d i o r a m a s ."  Many o t h e r s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  "m u s t s t r e s s  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  v e r b a l  s o u r c e s  I n  

I n t e r p r e t i n g  some p h a s e  o f  h i s t o r y . "5*^ The s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  m ake p o s s i b l e  t h e  c o n v e n ie n t  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  

t h e s e  g o a l s .

On a l l  l e v e l s  a n d  f o r  a l l  a b i l i t i e s ^  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  

s u c h  a s  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  I n  M u lb e r ry  an d  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  c o n t r i b u t e

^ ^ M l l l e r  R . C o l l i n g s ,  How t o  U t i l i z e  C om m unity 
R e s o u r c e s , How t o  Do I t  S e r i e s ,  No. 13 ( W a s h in g to n :  N a t i o n a l
C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  3 .

5 Û T y r r e l l ,  " L o c a l  R e s o u r c e s , "  p .  4 2 5 .
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" t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m any n e c e s s a r y  s k i l l s  a n d  t o  a c q u i r i n g  

I n f o r m a t io n  a n d  I d e a s  a b o u t  b o t h  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h a t  a r e  

e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s o u n d ,  e f f e c t i v e  c i t i z e n s ." 5 1

An h i s t o r i c a l  I n q u i r y  m o d e l d e s ig n e d  t o  t e a c h  r e s e a r c h  

I n  t h e  h i s t o r y  d i s c i p l i n e  c a n  b e  a  f i r s t  s t e p  I n  t h e  s e a r c h  

f o r  t r u t h .  T h is  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h  m u st b e  b a s e d  on th e  s o l i d  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  b u t  n o t  a lw a y s  d o e s  t h i s  

a m a s s in g  o f  f a c t s  y i e l d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  e v e n  a g r e e m e n t .

The f a c t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  I n  t h i s  w o rk ,  b u t  e a c h  s tu d e n t  c o u ld  p r e s u m a b ly  

I n t e r p r e t  t h e  f a c t s  d i f f e r e n t l y .  The c o l l e g e  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r ’ s 

g o a l  I s  m ore t h a n  a  m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  f a c t s .  "H ow ever s tu m b l in g  

a n d  a r t l e s s  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h ,  s t u d e n t s  m u st b e  h e lp e d  t o  make 

a  s t a r t  I n  a s s e s s i n g ,  a n a l y z i n g ,  a n d  I n t e r p r e t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  

d a t a . "5 2  One o f  t h e  b e s t  w ays t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  I s  th ro u g h  

o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  I n q u i r y  a n d  r e s e a r c h .

The t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  p r o v id e s  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  

who a r e  I n t e r e s t e d  I n  h i s t o r y  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s tu d y  

a t  f i r s t - h a n d ,  a c t u a l  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  o ld  n ew s­

p a p e r s ,  r e c o r d s ,  m ..g a z ln e s ,  c h u rc h  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  d o c u m e n ts

5]-I D l d .

5^J o h n  H. H a e f n e r ,  " A m e ric a n  H i s to r y  I n  t h e  S e n i o r  
H ig h  S c h o o l ,"  I n t e r p r e t i n g  a n d  T e a c h in g  A m e ric a n  H i s t o r y , 
T h i r t y - f i r s t  Y e a rb o o k  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  
S t u d i e s  (W a s h in g to n :  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,
1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  3 6 5 .
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a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  th em  t o  i n t e r p r e t  

a n d  a n a ly z e  th em  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s .

T e a c h e r s  o f  h i s t o r y  o n  t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  s h o u ld  s t r i v e  

t o  m ake th e  w o r ld  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  "The 

s tu d y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  n e a r  a t  h a n d  c a n  b e  a  v a lu a b l e  

a i d  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  g o a l . "  I n  t h e  c o m m u n ity , w h e th e r  i t  

b e  to w n , c i t y ,  o r  c o u n ty ,  i s  " a  q u a n t i t y  o f  a u t h e n t i c  e v id e n c e  

o f  i t s  p a s t  d e v e lo p m e n t . "  Use o f  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  c a n  s t i m ­

u l a t e  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  l e a d  t o  a  c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g
54

o f  t h e  m e a n in g  a n d  im p o r ta n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e .

The n e e d  f o r  l o c a l  r e s e a r c h  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  o n e  f o r  

h i s t o r y  m a j o r s , an d  a l l  s t u d e n t s  c a n  b e n e f i t  f ro m  s u c h  

r e s e a r c h .  The g r e a t e s t  v a lu e  o f  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l  r e s e a r c h  

i n  an  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  c l a s s  w o u ld  b e  t e a c h i n g  th e  s t u d e n t s  

how t o  u t i l i z e  com m unity  r e s o u r c e s .

T h is  a u t h o r  f i r s t  b ecam e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  

l o c a l  h i s t o r y  i n  1971 w h i l e  t e a c h i n g  a n  a d v a n c e d  s e n i o r  

s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  c l a s s  a t  B a r to w  S e n i o r  H ig h  S c h o o l  i n  B a r to w , 

F l o r i d a .  T u r n in g  th e  e y e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  to w a rd  t h e i r  own 

b a c k g r o u n d s ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  an d  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  

t h e i r  own co m m u n ity , g a v e  th em  a  f e e l i n g  o f  p r i d e ,  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y ,  an d  b e lo n g i n g  t h a t  m ade n o t  o n ly  f o r  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  f o r  a l e r t ,  a c t i v e  c i t i z e n s h i p .

^ ^ A r th u r  G i t t u s ,  "A C o u rs e  i n  L o c a l  H i s t o r y , "  S o c i a l  
E d u c a t i o n , XXVII ( M a r . ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  l 4 y .

^^B row n a n d  T y r r e l l ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 .
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S t u d e n ts  I n  t h i s  a u t h o r ’ s c l a s s  d i d  p a p e r s  on s u c h

t o p i c s  a s  ’’E a r l y  D o c to r s  I n  B a r to w ,"  "A H i s to r y  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c

C h u rc h  I n  B a r to w ,"  " L y n c h in g  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,"  an d  " I n d ia n  

B a t t l e s  I n  C e n t r a l  F l o r i d a , "  t o  name a  fe w . The I n t e r e s t  

t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  g e n e r a t e d  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  was e x tr e m e ly  

r e w a r d in g  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r .  T hey  h a d  t o  w ork  fro m  t h e  b e g in n i n g  

a s  n o n e  h ad  e v e r  d o n e  a n y  l o c a l  r e s e a r c h  b e f o r e .  T hey w ere  

f o r t u n a t e  I n  t h a t  th e y  h a d  t h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  b e in g  s i t u a t e d  

I n  t h e  sam e to w n  w h e re  t h e  c o u n ty  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y  w as 

l o c a t e d .

I n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  tw o  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  tw o  y e a r s

l a t e r ,  b o th  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n e v e r  e n jo y e d  a  h i s t o r y

a s s i g n m e n t  a s  m uch a s  t h e y  h a d  t h e  o n e  I n  l o c a l  r e s e a r c h .

B o th  s t u d e n t s  w e re  so p h o m o re s  I n  c o l l e g e  a n d  f e l t  t h e y  h ad  

g a in e d  m ore a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  I n  t h e i r  h l g h - s c h o o l  

c l a s s  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  s i n c e .  T hey  s a i d  t h a t  c o l l e g e  c l a s s e s  

c o n s i s t e d  s im p ly  o f  " n o te  t a k i n g  a n d  memory w o rk " a n d  th e y  

saw  l i t t l e  r e a l  v a lu e  I n  t h a t  t y p e  o f  c l a s s . I t  w as t h i s  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w h ic h  m ade t h i s  w r i t e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o ne  o f  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  t h i n g s  a  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r  c o u ld  do  was t e a c h  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  how t o  u s e  h i s t o r y .  I f  t h e y  c a n  b e  t a u g h t  w h e re  

t o  go  f o r  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e y  c a n  lo o k  up  t h e  t h i n g s  I n  w h ic h  

t h e y  a r e  I n t e r e s t e d .

5 5 ja ra e s  D. H un t a n d  M ic h a e l  P . C a s w a l l ,  f o rm e r  
B a r to w  H igh  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  p e r s o n a l  I n t e r v i e w s  w i th  t h e  
a u t h o r ,  B a r to w , F l a . ,  A ug. 2 8 ,  1 9 7 3 .
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A s tu d y  s u c h  a s  o n e  on M u lb e r ry  an d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a  

c o u ld  b e  u s e d  by  e le m e n ta r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s tu d e n t s  I n  P o lk  

C o u n ty ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by  s t u d e n t s  a t  a n y  one o f  t h e  f i v e  c o l l e g e s  

i n  t h e  c o u n ty .  M ore i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  m e th o d o lo g y  u s e d  i n  

g a t h e r i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  c o u ld  b e  o f  h e lp  t o  a n y  

s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  d o in g  r e s e a r c h  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  

a n d  a s  a  m o d e l o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .

L o c a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  l o c a l  b io g r a p h y  a r e  m eans f o r  

u t i l i z i n g  som e o f  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  c o m m u n ity  s tu d y  w i t h i n  t h e  

f ra m e w o rk  o f  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y .  The b r i n g i n g  o f  t h e  com m unity  

o f  M u lb e r r y ,  o r  any  c o m m u n ity , i n t o  t h e  c o n te n t  o f  an  

A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e  c a n  a d d  t o  t h e  v a lu e  an d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

o f  t h a t  c o u r s e  by  s e r v i n g  a s  a  m o d e l o f  how t o  do o r i g i n a l  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .

W h ile  many r e a s o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m e n t io n e d  f o r  t h e  t e a c h ­

i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  o n e  w h ic h  w i l l  be  e m p h a s iz e d  i n  

t h i s  w o rk  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  c o u r s e  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c a n  

t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  how t o  im p ro v e  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n - p r o c e s s i n g  

c a p a b i l i t i e s .  I n f o r m a t io n  p r o c e s s i n g  m eans th e  w ays i n  

w h ic h  s t u d e n t s  " h a n d le  s t i m u l i  f ro m  t h e  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  o r g a n i z e  

d a t a ,  s e n s e  p r o b le m s ,  a n d  g e n e r a t e  c o n c e p t s  an d  s o l u t i o n s

t o  p ro b le m s it56

5^B ru c e  J o y c e  a n d  M a rsh a  W e i l ,  M o d e ls  o f  T e a c h in g  
(E n g le w o o d  C l i f f s ,  N. J . : P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,
p .  9 .
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By l e a r n i n g  n o t  j u s t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o n e  s m a l l  a r e a  

( M u lb e r r y  a n d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a ) ,  b u t  how t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

w as o b t a i n e d  a n d  how t h i s  p r o c e s s  c a n  b e  u s e d  u n d e r  s i m i l a r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  becom e f a m i l i a r  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  

i n q u i r y  an d  a  r e s e a r c h  m o d e l f o r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  h i s t o r y  i n  

g e n e r a l .  I f  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  p r a g m a t i c a l l y  how t o  do  s u c h  

r e s e a r c h ,  t h e y  o p en  a  w h o le  new  f i e l d  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e i r  

own p e r s o n a l  u s e .

H i s to r y  t e a c h e r s  o f t e n  e x p l a i n  d e v e lo p m e n ts  i n  t e r m s  

o f  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  L o c a l  h i s t o r y  d e a l s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c s  a n d  i s  

o f t e n  m ore e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

e a s i e r  f o r  th em  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  s o m e th in g  f a m i l i a r  t h a n  

w i t h  s o m e th in g  f o r e i g n .  The l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  w h ic h  

d e v e lo p e d  a s  a  f r o n t i e r  c o m m u n ity  i n  F l o r i d a ,  c a n  b e  u s e d  

a s  a  m ic ro c o s m  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m uch o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  

p e n i n s u l a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  much o f  A m e r ic a .

A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  s e e n  by  many h i s t o r i a n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u r n e r  a n d  Ray A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  

a s  a  c o n t i n u a l  p r o g r e s s i o n  w e s tw a r d .  T u r n e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

t h e  f r o n t i e r  made A m e ric a  w h a t i t  i s .  T h e o r i e s  s u c h  a s  t h i s  

becom e m ore  v i v i d  w hen e x p lo r e d  i n  s p e c i f i c s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  

g e n e r a l i t i e s .  From  t h e  s tu d y  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  

g a in  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  n o t  o n ly  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  co m m u n ity  

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  an d  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  e a r l y  M u lb e r ry ,  

b u t  a ls io  o f  t h e  u s e  a n d  v a lu e  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .
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C o m m u n itie s  t h a t  d e v e lo p e d  on t h e  A m e ric a n  f r o n t i e r  

h e lp e d  c r e a t e  a  n a t i o n  t h a t  w as u n i q u e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n f l u e n c e d  

by  E u r o p e ,  b u t  a l s o  by  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  f a c t o r s  o f  t h e  N o r th -  

A m e ric a n  c o n t i n e n t .  The A t l a n t i c  s e a b o a r d  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  

b e e n  d e p i c t e d  a s  b e in g  m ore c l o s e l y  b o u n d  b y  t r a d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  m o th e r  c o u n t r y  t h a n  w e re  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n s  o f  A m e ric a . 

F l o r i d a  i s  a n  A t l a n t i c  s t a t e ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p e n i n s u l a r  

F l o r i d a  w as s e t t l e d  m ore t h a n  s e v e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War g i v e s  t h e  r e g i o n  a  s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  w i t h  t r a n s -  

M i s s i s s i p p i  A m e ric a .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  w as s e t t l e d  a lm o s t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  by  s e t t l e r s  f ro m  t h e  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s  b o u n d  i t  

t o  t h a t  r e g i o n ,  m ak in g  i t  a  t r u l y  u n iq u e  f r o n t i e r .

M u lb e r r y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  m any s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  

W est ( m i n in g ,  I n d i a n s ,  c a t t l e ) ,  a n d  t h e  S o u th  ( f a r m i n g ,

N e g r o e s ,  C o n f e d e r a t e s ) ,  i s  i d e a l l y  s i t u a t e d  t o  e x e m p l i f y  

m uch o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r .

F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u r n e r ,  f o r  a l l  h i s  w r i t i n g s  on 

t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  n e v e r  m e n t io n e d  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r .  Ray 

A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n  i n  h i s  s t a n d a r d  w o rk  on  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  W estw ard  E x p a n s io n , m e n t io n e d  o n ly  one 

s e n t e n c e  a b o u t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  F l o r i d a . 57 C a r l  B r id e n b a u g h ,  

i n  h i s  w o rk s  a b o u t  f r o n t i e r  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  m ade no  m e n t io n  o f  

F l o r i d a  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  w h ic h  he w r o te  w as p r i o r  t o

57R ay A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  Wes tw a rd  E x p a n s io n  (New Y o rk : 
The M a c M illa n  C o . ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  P - 3 2 4 . "
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A m e ric a n  o w n e r s h ip  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  R o b e r t  H ln e  a n d  

Edw in  B ingham  I n  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e a d i n g s  a n d  

d o c u m e n ts  e n t i t l e d  The A m e rlc a h  F r o n t i e r  c o n c e r n e d  th e m ­

s e l v e s  o n ly  w i t h  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r .  E v en  H e r b e r t  E .

B o l t o n 's  The S p a n i s h  B o r d e r l a n d s  d e a l s  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  

w i t h  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s o u th w e s t e r n  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  m e n t io n in g  

F l o r i d a  o n ly  I n  t e r m s  o f  S p a n i s h  I n f l u e n c e  t h e r e  v e r y  b r i e f l y .

The m ovem ent s o u th w a rd  I n t o  F l o r i d a  h a s  b e e n  a l l  

t o g e t h e r  I g n o r e d  b y  many h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  A m e ric a n  f r o n t i e r .

I t  h a s  s e ld o m  b e e n  e x p o u n d e d  u p o n  b u t  I s  I m p o r t a n t .  A 

p e n i n s u l a  150 m i l e s  w id e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  f r o n t i e r  e n v ir o n m e n t  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  w h ic h  w as t e n  t im e s  a s  w id e .

R . R . P a l m e r 's  H i s t o r i c a l  A t l a s  o f  t h e  W o rld  sh ow ed  t h e  w e s t e r n  

f r o n t i e r  l i n e  a t  a b o u t  t h e  1 0 0 th  m e r i d ia n  I n  1 8 5 0 , w h i l e  

sh o w in g  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  l i n e  a t  a b o u t  t h e  2 9 th  p a r a l l e l  

I n  t h e  sam e y e a r .^ 8  The s t u d e n t  o f  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  s h o u ld  

b e  m ade a w a re  o f  t h e  t o t a l  A m e ric a n  f r o n t i e r ,  w e s t e r n  a n d  

s o u t h e r n .

The f r o n t i e r  i s  n o t  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  I s  a r b i t r a r i l y  

d e te r m in e d  by  t h e  n u m b er o f  p e o p le  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e ,  n o r  

I s  I t  s im p ly  t h e  p o i n t  w h e re  c i v i l i z a t i o n  m e e ts  u n ta m e d  

w i l d e r n e s s .  "T he lo n g  sh ad o w  t h a t  com es down f ro m  t h e  

A m e ric a n  f r o n t i e r — a  s t r a n g e  s h a d o w , h a l f  d a r k n e s s  a n d  h a l f

^®R. R . P a lm e r ,  e d . .  H i s t o r i c a l  A t l a s  o f  t h e  W o rld  
(New Y o rk : R and M c N a lly  a n d  C o . , 1 9 7 D , p . 2 1 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



36

t a n t a l i z i n g  g le a m s  o f  l i g h t — was a lw a y s  m ore a  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  

e m o t io n s  an d  t h e  m in d  t h a n  o f  s im p le  g e o g r a p h y ."  The f r o n t i e r  

w as a n  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  l i f e — " a  s t a t e  o f  m in d , e v e n  a s t a t e  

o f  t h e  h e a r t , "  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  " l i f e  i s  b o t h  p l a s t i c  and  

p e r f e c t i b l e ,  a n  i n t e n s e  a n d  o f t e n  i n a r t i c u l a t e  f e e l i n g  o f  

k i n s h i p  a n d  u n i t y  w i t h  men f a c i n g  a  w o r ld  w h ic h  th e y  c a n  

s h a p e  a s  t h e y  p l e a s e . I t  i s  t h i s  f r o n t i e r  s p i r i t  t h a t  

h e lp e d  s h a p e  M u lb e r ry  a n d  much o f  F l o r i d a .  T h is  f r o n t i e r  

h i s t o r y  s h o u ld  be r e a d  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  a  

p a r t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  h i s t o r y  o f  A m e ric a .

^ ? B ru c e  C a t to n ,  " R e a d in g ,  W r i t i n g ,  a n d  H i s t o r y , "  
A m e ric a n  H e r i t a g e , X I I  ( D e c . ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  1 1 1 .
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CHAPTER I I

EARLY SETTLEMENT 

G e o g ra p h y

I n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  an  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  any  a r e a  on t h e  

g l o b e .  I t  I s  f i r s t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  h a v e  some k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  

g e o g ra p h y  o f  t h e  a r e a  c o n c e r n e d .  T he g e o g ra p h y  o f  M u lb e r ry  an d  

t h e  r e s t  o f  F l o r i d a  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  way i t  

d e v e lo p e d  a n d  p r o s p e r e d .

P e r h a p s  n o w h e re  i n  N o r th  A m e r ic a ,  w i th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  

e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s e r t  S o u th w e s t ,  h a s  c l i m a t e  b e e n  su c h  a  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  p e o p le  f ro m  t h e  f i r s t  co m ers  t o  t h e  

p r e s e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s .  B u t c l i m a t e  i s  o n ly  one  f e a t u r e  o f  

t h e  n a t u r a l  endow m ent o f  l a n d ,  w a t e r ,  p l a n t s ,  b i r d s ,  and  

f i s h e s  t h a t  h e lp  t o  e x p l a i n  m a n 's  l i f e  i n  t h e  p e n i n s u l a r  

s t a t e .  The r e g i o n ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w e re  t h e  o t h e r  k e y  

t o  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t .

F l o r i d a  l i e s  b e tw e e n  24° a n d  3 1 ° 3 0 ' n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  

a n d  b e tw e e n  7 9 ° 4 8 ' a n d  0 7 ° 3 8 ' w e s t  l o n g i t u d e .  M u lb e r ry  

l i e s  on t h e  2 7 ° 5 0 ' n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  a n d  t h e  8 2 ° 0 0 ' w e s t 

l o n g i t u d e .  T h is  i s  f a r t h e r  s o u th  t h a n  t h e  s o u th e r n  t i p  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a  an d  f a r t h e r  w e s t  t h a n  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h io . M u lb e r ry  

i s  a t  t h e  sam e l a t i t u d e  a s  t h e  S a h a r a  D e s e r t ,  New D e l h i ,

37
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Hammond' s A m b assad o r 
W orld  A t l a s  (M ap lew o o d , 
N . J . : C . S . Hammond 
a n d  C o . ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  1 2 0 .

P i g . 1 . — Map sh o w in g  l o c a t i o n  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  P o lk  C o u n ty
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I n d i a ,  a n d  C o rp u s  C h r i s t ! ,  T e x a s .^  The c i t y  i s  s i t u a t e d  on 

t h e  s o u t h e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  " C fa "  c l i m a t e  z o n e ,  m e a n in g  i t  h a s  

a  w arm , t e m p e r a t e ,  r a i n y  c l i m a t e  w i t h  a  lo n g  h o t  sum m er, 

w h e re  t h e  a v e r a g e  t e m p e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  w a rm e s t  m o n th  i s  

a b o v e  72° a n d  w h e re  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  r a i n f a l l  i n  e v e ry  

m o n th . T h i s  c l i m a t i c  z o n e  e x te n d s  n o r t h  t o  i n c l u d e  M a ry la n d  a n d  

T e n n e s s e e .  I n  a c t u a l i t y .  M u lb e r r y ’ s c l i m a t e  i s  m ore s i m i l a r  

t o  t h e  "A fw ” c l i m a t e  z o n e  w h ic h  b e g in s  r o u g h ly  50 m i l e s  s o u th  

o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  i n c l u d e s  C u b a , H i s p a n io l a  a n d  P u e r to  R ic o .

T h is  z o n e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  h o t  a n d  w e t w i t h  a  r â i n y  s e a s o n  

i n  au tu m n  a n d  a  d r i e r  w i n t e r  t h a n  su m m er.^

The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  G u l f  o f  M ex ico  

on t h e  w e s t  a n d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O cean  on t h e  e a s t  t e n d s  t o  

m o d e r a te  e x t r e m e s  o f  h e a t  an d  c o l d .  The w a rm in g  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  t h e  n o r t h - f l o w i n g  G u l f  s t r e a m  a n d  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w in d s  

fro m  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  m ake f o r  a  h i g h e r  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n  w i n t e r  

t h a n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a n  i n i à r id  c l i m a t e  a t  t h e  sam e 

l a t i t u d e . ^ T h e  m ean a n n u a l  t e m p e r a t u r e  o f  M u lb e r ry  i s  7 2 .6  

d e g r e e s  a n d  t h e  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a i n f a l l  i s  5 1 .8  i n c h e s . ^

R a i n f a l l  i n  M u lb e r ry  c a n  v a r y  g r e a t l y  f ro m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .

-"-Hammond’ s A m b a ssa d o r W orld  A t l a s  (M ap lew o o d , N. J . :  
C . S . Hammond a n d  C o . ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p p .  1 2 - 1 3 .

^ J .  R u s s e l l  S m ith ,  N o r th  A m e ric a ;  I t s  P e o p le  a n d  t h e  
R e s o u r c e s ,  D e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  P r o s p e c t s  o f  t h e  C o n t in e n t  a s  an  
A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  I n d u s t r i a l , a n d  C o t im e r c ia l  A re a  (New Y o rk :
H a r e o u r t , B r a c e  & C o . ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  2 7 7 .

^F a c t s  A b o u t M u lb e r ry  (L o s A n g e le s :  E m p ire  P r o d u c in g
C o . , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  4 . P a m p h le t  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  G r e a t e r  M u lb e r ry  
C ham ber o f  C om m erce.
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d u e  t o  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  o f  h u r r i c a n e s  w h ic h  o f t e n  b r i n g  a b n o rm a l 

a m o u n ts  o f  p r e c i p i t a t i o n .  Snow i s  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e  i n  P o lk  

C o u n ty .  The l a s t  t im e  a  f l u r r y  o c c u r r e d  w as i n  I 9 6 0 .  N o r th  

F l o r i d a  may g e t  1 -  t o  3 - in c h  s n o w f a l l s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

f r e q u e n t .

T he t o t a l  a r e a  o f  F l o r i d a  i s  5 8 ,5 6 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  o f  

w h ic h  4 ,2 9 8  a r e  w a t e r .  I t  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s .

F rom  t h e  G e o r g ia  b o r d e r  t o  t h e  s o u th e r n m o s t  k e y  i s  444  m i l e s ,  

a n d  M iam i i s  700 m i l e s  fro m  P e n s a c o l a .  F l o r i d a ' s  s h a p e  

a c c o u n t s  f o r  i t s  l o n g  c o a s t l i n e  ( s e c o n d  o n ly  t o  t h a t  o f  

A l a s k a ) : 472 m i l e s  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  a n d  674 on t h e  G u lf  o f

M e x ic o .^

P o lk  C o u n ty  i s  1 ,8 6 3  s q u a r e  m i l e s  i n  a r e a  a n d  c o n ta i n s  

m o re  t h a n  6 OO l a k e s .  T he c o u n ty  i s  m idw ay  b e tw e e n  b o t h  

c o a s t s  a n d  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I r o n  

M o u n ta in ,  a b o u t  25 m i l e s  e a s t  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  a t  325 f e e t  o f  

e l e v a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e . ^  M u lb e r ry  i s  

125  f e e t  a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l  an d  i s  1 .5  s q u a r e  m i l e s  i n  a r e a . ^

The F l o r i d a  p e n i n s u l a  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  a  

s u b m e rg e d  p l a t e a u  t h a t  r i s e s  a b o v e  t h e  s e a  t o  fo rm  t h e  

s t a t e .  The a r e a  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f ,  500 f e e t  o r  l e s s

^ C h a r l e to n  W. T e b e a u ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  F l o r i d a  ( C o r a l  
G a b le s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M iam i P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p . 3 .

^Ed M cN eely  a n d  A l .  R. M cF ad y en , C e n tu ry  i n  t h e  S u n :
A H i s t o r y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  ( O r la n d o :  R o b i n s o n 's ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  4 3 .
O f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  C e n t e n n i a l  C o m m iss io n .

^F a c t s  A b o u t M u lb e r r y , p .  4 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



41
b e lo w  s e a  l e v e l ,  i s  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  l a n d  a r e a .  D u r in g  

t h e  I c e  Age w hen t h e  g r e a t  p o l a r  i c e  m ass  p i c k e d  up so  much 

o f  t h e  s e a w a t e r ,  F l o r i d a  may h a v e  b e e n  a lm o s t  t w i c e  i t s  

p r e s e n t  s i z e .  F o s s i l  r e m a in s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  p h o s p h a te  p i t s  

n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h o r s e s ,  

b e a r s ,  w o lv e s ,  l a r g e  a r m a d i l l o s ,  s a b e r - t o o t h e d  t i g e r s ,  s l o t h s ,  

c a m e l s ,  m am m oths, a n d  m a s to d o n s  i n h a b i t e d  i t s  f o r e s t s .  The 

g r e a t  i c e  s h e e t  m e l t e d  an d  r e - f o r m e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I n  t h e  

m e l t i n g  s t a g e  t h e  s e a  l e v e l  r o s e  an d  t h e  w av es  c u t  b l u f f s  

a n d ,  w a s h in g  a g a i n s t  th e m , fo rm e d  t e r r a c e s  on t h e  s h o r e l i n e s .  

When t h e  i c e  fo rm e d  a g a in  a n d  t h e  w a t e r s  f e l l ,  s h o r e l i n e s  

w e re  l e f t  f a r  i n l a n d .  T h e re  a r e  e i g h t  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e  

t e r r a c e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  G e o l o g i s t s  h a v e  nam ed th em  B ra n d y ­

w in e ,  w h ic h  i s  270  f e e t  a b o v e  p r e s e n t  s e a  l e v e l :  C o h a r ie ,  215

f e e t  ; S u n d e r la n d ,  1 7 0 ;  W ic o m ic o , 1 0 0 ;  P e n h o lo w a y , 7 0 ; T a l b o t ,  

4 l ;  P a m li c o ,  2 5 ;  a n d  S i l v e r  B l u f f ,  o n ly  1 0 . ^ M u lb e r ry  and  

m o s t  o f  s o u th w e s t  P o lk  C o u n ty  l i e  i n  t h e  W icom ico  t e r r a c e .

G e o g r a p h e rs  g e n e r a l l y  a s s i g n  s i x  n a t u r a l  p h y s i c a l  

r e g i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  r e g i o n s  a r e  so m e tim e s  g iv e n  

d i f f e r i n g  n a m e s , b u t  e a c h  b a s i c a l l y  i n c l u d e  t h e  sam e p h y s i c a l  

a r e a s .  T h e se  r e g i o n s  a r e  : t h e  C o a s t a l  L o w la n d s , w h ic h  fo rm

t h e  e n t i r e  c o a s t l i n e  a n d  r e a c h  i n l a n d  a s  m uch a s  60 m i l e s  a t  

som e p o i n t s ;  t h e  W e s te rn  U p la n d ,  w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  m o st o f  t h e  

p a n h a n d le  w e s t  o f  t h e  A p a l a c h i c o l a  R iv e r  an d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  

C o a s t a l  L o w la n d s ;  t h e  M a r ia n n a  L o w la n d s ,  w h ic h  i s  a  lo w .

° T e b e a u ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  4 .
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r o l l i n g  s in k h o l e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a n h a n d le ;  t h e  

T a l l a h a s s e e  H i l l s  R e g io n ,  w h ic h  i s  b e tw e e n  t h e  A p a l a c h i c o l a  

a n d  V T ith la c o o c h e e  R i v e r s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  C o a s t a l  L o w lan d s  t o  

t h e  G e o r g ia  b o r d e r ;  t h e  Swamp R e g io n ,  w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  

E v e r g la d e s  i n  t h e  s o u th  a n d  t h e  O k e fe n o k e e  i n  t h e  n o r t h ;  

a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  R id g e  a n d  L a k e s  R e g io n ,  w h ic h  r e a c h e s  f ro m  

t h e  T a l l a h a s s e e  H i l l s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  t o  L ake O k e e c h o b e e  i n  

t h e  s o u t h . ^

I t  i s  t h e  C e n t r a l  R id g e  a n d  L ak es  R e g io n  w i t h  w h ic h  

t h i s  w o rk  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a s  M u lb e r ry  an d  P o lk  C o u n ty  l i e  

e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  N e a r ly  o ne  f i f t h  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  

o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  i s  w a t e r ,  i n  l a k e s  o f  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b le  s i z e  

a n d  s h a p e ,  fro m  L ak e  K is s im m e e , 18 m i l e s  l o n g ,  t o  l i t t l e  

p o o l s  i n  s a v a n n a h s .  The K iss im m e e  R i v e r ,  m a in ly  a  s u c c e s s i o n  

o f  l a k e s ,  i s  n a v ig a b l e  t o  t h e  G u l f ,  th r o u g h  L ake  O k e e c h o b e e  

a n d  t h e  C a lo o s a h a t c h e e  R i v e r .  P e a c e  R iv e r  i s  n a v ig a b l e  f o r  

s m a l l  b o a t s  t o  P o r t  M ead e , a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  f lo w s  i n t o  C h a r l o t t e  

H a rb o r  a n d  th e  G u l f  o f  M e x ic o . I t s  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  w i t h  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  A l a f i a  a n d  W ith la c o o c h e e  r i v e r s ,  d r a i n  a  w id e  r e g i o n  

i n  t h e  s o u th e r n  a n d  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n ty .  The A l a f i a  

R i v e r  u s e d  t o  b e  n a v ig a b l e  f ro m  Tampa Bay t o  M u lb e r r y ,  b u t  

m in in g  an d  n a t u r a l  s i l t i n g  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  h a v e  c lo s e d  m uch 

o f  t h e  r i v e r  t o  a n y th i n g  l a r g e r  t h a n  a  c a n o e .

^ I b i d . , p .  6 .
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The p r e v a i l i n g  s o i l  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty  i s  s a n d y  o r  s a n d y  

lo a m . T he u s u a l  v a r i e t y  o f  h i g h  an d  low  hammock a n d  t h e  

t h r e e  g r a d e s  o f  p i n e  l a n d  a r e  w e l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n ty .  The n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  i s  h ig h  r o l l i n g  l a n d ,  t h e  

b l u f f s  r i s i n g  s h a r p l y  f ro m  l a k e  s h o r e s  s o m e tim e s  a s  m uch a s  

60 f e e t . ^ °

I n  t h e  s o u th w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  n e a r  M u lb e r ry  

l i e  t h e  g r e a t  p h o s p h a te  d e p o s i t s  w h ic h  w e re  s o  im p o r t a n t  t o  t h a t  

c i t y ' s  g r o w th .  I n  m any s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  s t a n d  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  a c r e s  o f  p i n e ,  c y p r e s s  a n d  o t h e r  h a rd w o o d s ,  f ro m  w h ic h  

w e re  d raw n  s t o r e s  o f  t u r p e n t i n e ,  r o s i n  a n d  raw  m a t e r i a l  

f o r  t h e  lu m b e r  m i l l s  w h ic h  a t  one t im e  m a n u f a c tu r e d  m i l l i o n s  

o f  c r a t e s ,  b o x e s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t a i n e r s  f o r  t h e  c i t r u s  w e a l th  

o f  t h e  c o u n t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  l o n g - l e a f  p i n e  f o r e s t  

o f  F l o r i d a  w as " e x p l o i t e d  a s  r u t h l e s s l y  a s  an y  o t h e r  A m e ric a n  

f o r e s t , "  a n d  F l o r i d a  a s  a  w h o le  " p a s s e d  i t s  p e a k  o f  lu m b e r  

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1 9 1 6 ." ^ ^  An e n c o u r a g in g  n o t e  i s  t h a t  many 

o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  r e c l a i m e d  m uch o f  t h e  

m in e d - o v e r  l a n d  a n d  p l a n t e d  i t  w i t h  p i n e  s e e d l i n g s .  Some 

o f  t h e  new t r e e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  (1 9 7 4 )  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  be

h a r v e s t e d  f o r  lu m b e r 13

( C h ic a g o ;  The L e w is  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 2 3 )>  P- 4 4 9 . 

^ " i b i d .

^ ^ S m i th ,  N o r th  A m e r ic a , p .  2 8 6 .

^ % 'a c t s  A b o u t M u lb e r r y , p .  4 .
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The P e o p le

The w r i t i n g  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  h i s t o r y  f r e q u e n t l y  b e g in s  

w i t h  t h e  co m in g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  E u ro p e a n s  t o  i t s  s h o r e s  a ro u n d  t h e  

y e a r  15Q 0. T h i s  p r a c t i c e  o v e r l o o k s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  

t r u e  F l o r i d i a n s  w e re  t h e  I n d i a n s  who " d i s c o v e r e d ” F l o r i d a  

an d  b e g a n  t o  o c c u p y  i t  a t  l e a s t  t e n ,  some s a y  t w e n ty ,  t h o u s a n d  

y e a r s  a g o .  By t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  I n d i a n s  

h a d  o c c u p ie d  t h e  e n t i r e  p e n i n s u l a  a n d  t h e  F l o r i d a  K eys an d  

by  1500  h a d  r e a c h e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e d  a t  2 5 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s .

The r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  s a v a n n a s ,  a n d  swamps w h ic h  a r e  

now F o lk  C o u n ty  h a d  a  r i c h  a n d  c o l o r f u l  h i s t o r y  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  A m e ric a n  s e t t l e r s  h a c k e d  t h e i r  way 

i n t o  F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  l 8 0 0 ’ s .  Much o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y  h a s  

b e e n  b u r i e d  w i t h  t h e  p e o p le  who m ade i t ,  b u t  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s  

o f  i t  a r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  b e in g  dug  o u t  o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  b e d s  

w h ic h  s u r r o u n d  t h e  c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry .

The f i r s t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  w e re  I n d i a n s  

who a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  p e r h a p s  a s  m uch a s  tw e n ty  t h o u s a n d  

y e a r s  a g o .  T h e s e  f i r s t  I n d i a n s  who cam e t o  t h e  a r e a — lo n g  

b e f o r e  t h e  S e m in o le  t r i b e s — w e re  p r o b a b l y  t h e  sam e I n d ia n s  

who ro am e d  f ro m  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  t o  Key W e st ,  f o r  t h e y  

b r o u g h t  w i t h  th e m  t h e  sam e ty p e  o f  a r r o w .  T h e se  I n d i a n s  

w e re  known t o  b e  g o o d  h u n t e r s  an d  l i v e d  i n  v i l l a g e s  a ro u n d  

t h e  s h o r e s  o f  l a k e s ,  w i t h  som e b u i l d i n g  c ru d e  h u t s  on s t i c k s

l^ T e b e a u ,  o p . c i t . , p .  3*

^^ M c N e e ly , o p .  c i t . , p .  1 .
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o u t  o v e r  t h e  w a t e r . Th e y  t r a v e l e d  th r o u g h  t h e  swam ps i n  

c a n o e s  t h a t  w e re  hew n fro m  c y p r e s s  l o g s .  T h e s e  c a n o e s  w e re  

o f  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t  w e i g h t ,  a n d  c o u ld  e a s i l y  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  

o v e r  a n y  n e c e s s a r y  p o r t a g e  a r e a s .

T h e s e  I n d i a n s  l e f t  m any a r t i f a c t s  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  1500 

B. C . ,  a n d  t h e  s t o n e  t o o l s  a n d  w eap o n s t h e y  u s e d  w e re  a b o u t  

t h e  sam e a s  t h o s e  u s e d  b y  t h e  e a r l y  E u ro p e a n  c a v em e n . T h e re  

i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  l i v e d  on t h e  s h o r e s  o f  m o st 

l a k e s  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  R e c e n t  e x c a v a t io n s  by  t h e  p h o s p h a te  

c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  u n e a r t h e d  a n c i e n t  I n d i a n  a r t i f a c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

M u lb e r ry  a r e a .

A t t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  m i g r a t i o n s  i n t o  n o r t h  

F l o r i d a  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  w hen many l a r g e  a n im a ls  

now e x t i n c t  s t i l l  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e re  a lm o s t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  h u n t e r s .  T hey  u s e d  f l e s h  f o r  f o o d ,  s k i n s  f o r  

c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  b o n e s  a n d  s in e w s  f o r  t o o l s  an d  o r n a m e n ts .

They h a d  w ooden  t h r u s t i n g  s p e a r s  o f  j a v e l i n s  t i p p e d  w i t h  

d i s t i n c t i v e ,  f l u t e d ,  s t o n e  p o i n t s .  T h e s e  p o i n t s ,  c a l l e d  

C l o v is  p o i n t s ,  w e re  f o u n d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  b o n e s  o f  

e x t i n c t  a n i m a l s ,  t h u s  sh o w in g  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  man a t  t h a t  

e a r l y  t i m e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  h o r s e  w as b e c o m in g  

e x t i n c t  a t  a b o u t  t h e  t im e  m an a p p e a r e d  i n  F l o r i d a  a n d  w as

l ^ N e l l  T h r i f t ,  e d . , T h i s  Was Y e s t e r d a y  ( L a k e la n d ,  
F l a . :  The J u n i o r  W e lf a r e  L e a g u e  o f  G r e a t e r  L a k e la n d ,  I n c . ,
1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  2 .

^ '^ I b id .
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n o t  r e i n t r o d u c e d  u n t i l  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  a r r i v e d  I n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h

18
c e n t u r y .

S o m etim e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  new g ro u p  

o f  I n d i a n s  a r r i v e d  I n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  f ro m  t h e  S o u th .  T h e se  

w e re  t h e  C a r l b s , who p r o b a b l y  o r i g i n a t e d  I n  t h e  O r in o c o  

R i v e r  v a l l e y  o f  V e n e z u e la .  The C a r lb s  w e re  n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  

f e r o c i t y  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  c a n n ib a l i s m .  T hey w e re  e x p e r t  c a n o e ­

i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  f l e e t s  s o m e tim e s  I n c l u d e d  one h u n d r e d  c a n o e s .  

T hey l i v e d  I n  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t s  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  f i s h i n g  and  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  When t h e  C a r lb s  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e m s e lv e s  I n  

F l o r i d a ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  t r i b e s  w e re  d r i v e n  o u t .

T h e re  w e re  tw o  t r i b e s  t h a t  w e re  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n te m p o ­

r a r i e s  o f  t h e  C a r lb s — t h e  M a sk a k ls  a n d  t h e  T o m o k a n s . T h e se  

I n d i a n s  p r o b a b l y  d id  b a t t l e  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  f o r  a r r o w  p o i n t s  

o f  a l l  t h r e e  t r i b e s  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  I n  t h e  sam e a r e a s  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  L i t t l e  I s  known o f  e i t h e r  t h e  M a sk a k ls  o r  

t h e  T o m o k a n s, o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  h u n t e r s  known f o r  

t h e i r  f e r o c i t y .

A t t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  F l o r i d a  by  J u a n  P o n ce  

de  Leon I n  1 5 1 3 ,  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  F l o r i d a  w as o f  

t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  l i n g u i s t i c  s t o c k s :  T lm u q u a n , C a l u s a n ,  and

M u sk h o g ea n . The C a r lb s  b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  C a r lb a n  l i n g u i s t i c

^ ® T eb eau , o p . c i t . ,  p .  9 .

N e l l  T h r i f t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3-
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s t o c k ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  d r i v e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  I s l a n d s  o f  t h e  

C a r ib b e a n  S ea  h y  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  a r r i v a l .  The T im uquan  

I n d i a n s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  S t .  J o h n s  an d  w e s tw a rd  

a c r o s s  t h e  S u w a n n e e ;  t h e  C a lu s a n  t r i b e s  o c c u p ie d  t h e  a r e a  

fro m  P o lk  C o u n ty  s o u th w a r d ;  an d  t h e  M u sk h o g ean s  w e re  a lo n g  

t h e  w e s t  c o a s t ,  f ro m  A p a la c h e e  Bay t o  t h e  A p a l a c h i c o l a  R i v e r .

T h e se  t h r e e  l i n g u i s t i c  g ro u p s  w e re  d i v id e d  i n t o  a t  

l e a s t  n i n e  t r i b e s :  t h e  P e n s a c o l a ,  A p a la c h e e ,  T im u q u a n s , A i s ,

J e a g a ,  T o c a b a g o ,  T e k e s t a ,  M a y u ca , an d  t h e  C a lu s a  t r i b e s .  The 

A i s ,  T im u q u a n s  a n d  C a l u s a s  a l l  l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  w h a t 

w as t o  b eco m e P o lk  C o u n ty .

The F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  o b s e r v e r s  who l e f t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  

o f  t h e  T im u q u an  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e i r  p r i m i t i v e  s t a t e  w e re  i n  

g e n e r a l  a g re e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

The m en w e re  t a l l  a n d  s t r o n g .  T he women " p o s s e s s e d  u n u s u a l  

g r a c e  a n d  c o m e l i n e s s . "  T he h u n t e r s  w e re  a rm ed  w i t h  w ooden 

b o w s , " s o  s t u r d i l y  f a s h i o n e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  b e  b e n t  o n ly  

by  a  p o w e r f u l  m a n ."  W ith  f e a t h e r e d  a r r o w s ,  a n d  a r r o w h e a d s  

m ade o f  f l i n t  o r  f i s h b o n e ,  " p e r h a p s  t i p p e d  w i t h  a  v i p e r s  

t o o t h , "  t h e  w eap o n  "w as d e a d ly  up  t o  200 y a r d s . "  The women 

w e re  a lm o s t  a s  s t r o n g  a s  t h e  m en , and  S p a n i s h  i n v a d e r s  w e re

^^E d w in  C. M c R e y n o ld s , T he S e m in O le s  (N orm an: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k lah o m a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p . 5 .

^ ^ R em b e rt W. P a t r i c k ,  F l o r i d a  U n d e r F iv e  F la g s  
( G a i n e s v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  P r e s s ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  pT 5-
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a s t o n i s h e d  t o  s e e  n a t i v e  women c r o s s  a  w id e  s t r e a m  by sw im m ing , 

a t  t h e  sam e t im e  h o l d i n g  a  c h i l d  a l o f t  i n  o ne  h a n d . ^3

B is h o p  G a b r i e l  D ia z  V ara  C a l d e r o n ,  who d i e d  i n  1 6 7 6 , 

l e f t  a  v i v i d  r e c o r d  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  F l o r i d a ,  w i t h  v a lu a b l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  h i s  p e r i o d .  He w r o te  

t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  w e re  "com m only  n a k e d ,  o r  c l o t h e d  o n ly  ■’r

t h e  s k i n  o f  an  a n im a l  f ro m  t h e  w a i s t  d o w n ."  Some o f  t h e

women d r e s s e d  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  " a  t u n i c  m ade o f  S p a n is h  m o s s ,"  

w h ic h  c o v e re d  th em  fro m  h e a d  t o  t o e

T h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  f o o d s  w e re  b e a n s ,  p u m p k in s ,  f i s h ,  

g a m e , a n d  a  " p o r r i d g e  w h ic h  t h e y  m ade o f  c o r n  w i t h  a s h e s . "

T he T im u q u an s  a n d  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r s  d r a n k  a  h o t  b e v e ra g e  c a l l e d  

c a z i n a ,  a  " b i t t e r  d r a u g h t "  m ade f ro m  a  w eed  t h a t  g rew  a lo n g  

t h e  c o a s t .  The d r i n k  w as d e s c r i b e d  a s  " n o n - i n t o x i c a t i n g ,  

a n d  w as u s e d  r i t u a l i s t i c a l l y  a n d  w as a  p u r g a t i v e .

I h e i r  h o u s e s ,  m ade o f  s t r a w  on  w ooden  f r a m e s ,  h a d  

n o  w in d o w s , b u t  e a c h  h a d  a  d o o r  " a b o u t  3 f e e t  h i g h  and  h a l f  

a s  w i d e ."  I n s i d e  t h e  h o u s e ,  " i n  b a d  w e a t h e r ,  t h e y  s l e p t  

on a  b a r b a c o a ,  a  b e d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  t im b e r  f ra m e  and  c o v e r i n g s

o f  b e a r  s k i n . "  T h ro u g h  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r , t h e y  s l e p t

o u t s i d e  on t h e  g r o u n d .

^ % c R e y n o ld s ,  d p .  c i t . ,  p p .  5 - 6 .

^ ^ G a b r i e l  D fa z  V a ra  C a l d e r o n ,  " 1 7 th  C e n tu ry  L e t t e r , "  
S m ith s o n ia n  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  V o l .  XCV, N o. I 6 , 
W a s h in g to n ,  D . C . ,  p .  1 2 .
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N e a r  t h e  m id d le  o f  each , v i l l a g e  w as a  l a r g e ,  ro u n d  

s t r u c t u r e  u s e d  f o r  m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  a n d  g e n e r a l  

a s s e m b l i e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  The l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  

w o u ld  acco m m o d ate  a b o u t  3 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s ;  a n d ,  l i k e  t h e  d w e l l i n g s ,  

" th e y  w e re  b u i l t  w i th  a  w ooden f ra m e w o rk  c o v e re d  b y  c l e v e r l y  

f i t t e d  g r a s s , "  w i t h  a n  o p e n in g  i n  t h e  t o p  t o  a l l o w  sm oke 

t o  e s c a p e .

The F l o r i d a  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  show ed 

l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  g o ld  o r  s i l v e r  a s  o r n a m e n ts ,  o r  f o r  o t h e r  

p u r p o s e s .  The S p a n i s h  g o o d s  w h ic h  c a u g h t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

n a t i v e  t r a d e r s  w e re  k n i v e s ,  s c i s s o r s ,  a x e s ,  h a t c h e t s ,  h o e s ,  

g l a s s  b e a d s ,  b r o n z e  r a t t l e s ,  c o a r s e  c l o t h ,  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  g a r m e n t s .

The f i r s t  w h i t e  m en e v e r  t o  s e t  f o o t  i n  p r e s e n t  P o lk  

C o u n ty  w e re  t h e  S p a n i s h  c o n q u i s t a d o r ,  H e rn a n d o  De S o t o ,  and  

h i s  m en . J u l y ,  1 5 3 9 , was p r o b a b ly  t h e  m o n th  t h e y  c r o s s e d  

t h e  c o u n ty ,  i n  a  s o u th w e s t  t o  n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n . The  

S p a n i s h  n e v e r  s e t t l e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  S p a n is h  

i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  w as n i l .

The S p a n is h  fo u n d  t h e  F l o r i d a  I n d i a n s  t o  b e  b o th  

p e a c e f u l  a n d  w a r l i k e , d e p e n d in g  u p o n  w h ic h  a r e a  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

t h e y  w e re  d e s c r i b i n g .  De S o to  a n d  h i s  men h a d  f r e e l y  s h e d

^7l b i d .

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  1 3 .

T . C a s h ,  The S to r y  o f  F l o r i d a  (New Y o rk : 
A m e ric a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c . ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  9 0 0 .
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P i g .  4 . — D e S o to 's  s i x t e e n t h ,  c e n tu r y  map o f  F l o r i d a

S o u r c e :  H a r ry  G. C u t1 e r  ̂ H i s t o r y  o f  F l o r i d a  P a s t  and
P r e s e n t  (C h ic a g o :  The L ew is  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  
1 9 2 3 ) ,  p .  5 .
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I n d i a n  b lo o d  i n  t h e  Tampa Bay a r e a ,  so  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  t h a t  

a r e a  d i d  n o t  w elco m e w h i t e  men i n t o  t h e i r  d o m ain .

Ten y e a r s  a f t e r  De S o to  t r a v e r s e d  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  

S p a n i s h  a p p ro v e d  a n o t h e r  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t .  I n  

1549  t h e  c a p t a i n  a n d  c re w  o f  a  s m a l l ,  u n a rm ed  v e s s e l  s a i l e d  

f ro m  H avana  w i th  o r d e r s  t o  p l a c e  F a t h e r  L u is  C a n c e r  de 

B a r b a s t r o  a n d  f o u r  m onks on "som e h i t h e r t o  u n to u c h e d  F l o r i d a  

s h o r e , "  b u t  t h e  p i l o t  i n s t e a d  s t e e r e d  t o  Tampa B ay . T h e r e ,  

tw o  m onks w e re  p u t  a s h o r e ,  an d  b e f o r e  l o n g ,  w ord  cam e t h a t  

" t h e i r  s c a l p s  w e re  d e c o r a t i n g  I n d i a n  w ig w am s."  D e s p i te  t h i s  

t r a g e d y .  F a t h e r  C a n c e r  w as d e te r m in e d  t o  go  a s h o r e  h i m s e l f .

He w a lk e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b e a c h  t o  a  g ro u p  o f  n a t i v e s  an d  o f f e r e d  

p r a y e r . .  "A n a t i v e  came f o r w a r d ,  e m b ra c e d  F a t h e r  C a n c e r ,  a n d  

l e d  him  t o  t h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n s  w ho, w i t h o u t  a  w o rd , c lu b b e d  

h im  i n t o  e t e r n i t y . L a t e r  a t t e m p t s  by  t h e  S p a n is h  t o  

" c i v i l i z e "  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e re  n o t  a s  i l l - f a t e d .

The S e m in o le s  

The e x a c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  

S p a n is h  F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n th  c e n t u r y ,  an d  t h e  p e o p le  

who came t o  b e  c a l l e d  S e m in o le s  i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  

i s  n o t  know n. C re e k s  f ro m  G e o r g ia  in v a d e d  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  

a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  e x t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  n a t i v e s . I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  

t h e  S e m in o le  I n d i a n s  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  A m e ric a n

^ Q p a t r i c k ,  o p . c i t . , p .  3 .
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R e v o l u t i o n  w e re  a  m ix e d  p e o p l e .  T h e r e  w e re  e le m e n ts  o f  

M u sk h o g ean  s t o c k — A p a l a c h i c o l a s  an d  A p a la c h e e s — w h o se  l a n g u a g e  

w as r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  C re e k  i n v a d e r s .  T h e re  w e re  

T im u q u an  r e m n a n t s ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e re  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  w i ld  

M ay u cas  a n d  A is  o f  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t ,  a n d  o f  t h e  T e g e s t a  t r i b e  

i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e n i n s u l a . T h e r e  w as a l s o  a  s m a l l  e le m e n t  

o f  N e g ro  b lo o d  b e c a u s e  som e ru n aw a y  s l a v e s  h a d  t a k e n  r e f u g e  

am ong t h e  F l o r i d a  I n d i a n s .

The e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S e m in o le s  i s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  C re e k  t r i b e . The w o rd  S e m in o le  com es fro m  

t h e  C re e k  " s i m - a - n o - l e " o r  " i s - t i  s i m - a - n o - l e , "  m e a n in g  

ru n a w a y  o r  s e p a r a t i s t . T hey  w e re  o r i g i n a l l y  m ade u p  o f  

im m ig r a n ts  f ro m  t h e  L o w er C re e k  to w n s  on t h e  C h a t ta h o o c h e e  

R i v e r  i n  G e o r g ia  a n d  A la b a m a ,  who m oved down i n t o  F l o r i d a  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A p a la c h e e  an d  o t h e r  n a t i v e  

t r i b e s .  T hey w e re  f i r s t  c l a s s e d  w i t h  t h e  L ow er C r e e k s ,  b u t  

b e g a n  t o  b e  known b y  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  name a b o u t  1 7 7 5 .^ ^  T h o se  

s t i l l  r e s i d i n g  i n  F l o r i d a  c a l l  t h e m s e lv e s  I k a n i u k s a l g i , o r  

p e n i n s u l a  p e o p l e .

W h ile  s t i l l  u n d e r  S p a n i s h  r u l e ,  t h e  S e m in o le  b ecam e 

i n v o lv e d  i n  h o s t i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

^ ^M c R e y n o ld s , o p . c i t . , p .  1 1 .

B u re a u  o f  A m e ric a n  E t h n o lo g y ,  H andbook  o f  A m e ric a n  
I n d i a n s , B u l l e t i n  30 ( W a s h in g to n :  U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e
I n t e r i o r ,  O f f i c e  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  1 9 1 0 ) ,  p . 1 .

33

34m

I b i d .

^Thom as G a s k i n s ,  o w n er o f  C y p r e s s  K n e e la n d ,  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  P a lm d a le ,  F l a . , F e b .  l 4 ,  1 9 7 4 .
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i n  t h e  War o f  l 8 l 2 ,  a n d  a g a in  i n  I 817 - I 8 ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e in g  

know n a s  t h e  f i r s t  S e m in o le  W ar. T h is  w as q u e l l e d  b y  G e n e r a l  

A ndrew  J a c k s o n ,  who in v a d e d  F l o r i d a  w i t h  a  f o r c e  e x c e e d in g

3 ,0 0 0  m en . As a  r e s u l t  S p a in  c e d e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  I 8 1 9 . By t h e  T r e a t y  o f  P o r t  M o u l t r i e  o f  

S e p te m b e r  I 8 ,  1 8 2 3 , t h e  S e m in o le s  c e d e d  m o st o f  t h e i r  l a n d s  

t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . T h e y  w e re  a l lo w e d  t o  r e m a in  on  la n d  

i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r e s e n t - d a y  P o lk  C o u n ty .

A n o th e r  t r e a t y  w as n e g o t i a t e d  a t  P a y n e s  L a n d in g  i n  

1 8 3 2 , b y  w h ic h  t h e  S e m in o le s  w e re  b o u n d  t o  rem ove th e m s e lv e s  

b e y o n d  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  The t r e a t y  

was " r e p u d i a t e d  by  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  who u n d e r  

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  O s c e o la ,  a t  o n c e  p r e p a r e d  

f o r  r e s i s t a n c e . The  s e c o n d  S e m in o le  War b e g a n  i n  I 835  

w i t h  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  by  O s c e o la  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  o f  C h ie f  

E m a th la ,  " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s i g n e r  o f  t h e  r e m o v a l  t r e a t y , "  a n d  

o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army G e n e r a l  W ile y  T h om pson , who " h a d  b e e n  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  a p p ly i n g  p r e s s u r e  t o  t h o s e  who o p p o s e d  t h e  

a r r a n g e m e n t

On t h e  sam e d a y  on w h ic h  G e n e r a l  Thom pson w as k i l l e d  

(D ecem b er 2 8 ,  1 8 3 5 ) ,  M a jo r  F r a n c i s  L . D ade and  139 A m e ric a n

^ ^ H andbook  Of A m e ric a n  I n d i a n s , p . 2 .  

^ ^ C a s h ,  Op. c i t . ,  p .  9 0 0 .
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P i g .  5 . — "Map o f  t h e  S e a t  o f  War i n  F l o r i d a . "  
c o m p i le d  b y  J o e l  R . P o i n s e t t ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar. (W ash­
i n g t o n :  B u re a u  o f  U. S . T o p o g r a p h ic a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  I 8 3 8 ) .  
C o u r t e s y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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s o l d i e r s  w e re  am bushed  an d  k i l l e d  n e a r  t h e  W ith la c o o c h e e  

R i v e r . T h i e  r i v e r  fo rm s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a ry  o f  p r e s e n t  

P o lk  C o u n ty ,  a n d  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  now a  s t a t e  m e m o r ia l ,  i s  

i n  p r e s e n t  S u m te r  C o u n ty . A f t e r  t h i s  S e m in o le  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  

I n d i a n s  m oved s o u th  t h r o u g h  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  p r o b a b l y  r e m a in in g  

i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry  f o r  

s e v e r a l  m o n th s .  The w a r  l a s t e d  n e a r l y  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  e n d in g  i n  

A u g u s t ,  1 8 4 2 , " w i th  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  e x p a t r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t r i b e  f ro m  F l o r i d a  f o r  t h e  W e s t ,"  b u t  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  n e a r l y  

1 ,5 0 0  A m e ric a n  t r o o p s  an d  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .^ ^

The e n d  o f  t h e  w ar d i d  n o t  m ean t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  a l l  h o s ­

t i l i t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  S e m in o le s  an d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h is  

w o u ld  n o t  come f o r  a n o th e r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s .

The S e m in o le s  who w e re  rem o v e d  t o  O klahom a a t  t h e  en d  

o f  t h e  s e c o n d  S e m in o le  War w e re  s u b s e q u e n t ly  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  

t h e  " S e m in o le  N a t io n , "  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " F iv e  C i v i l i z e d  

T r i b e s . "  I n  " g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t"  t h e y  w e re  

on a b o u t  t h e  sam e l e v e l  a s  t h e i r  " n e ig h b o r s  a n d  k in sm e n  o f  

t h e  C r e e k  N a t i o n . "  I n  common w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  t r i b e s  t h e y  w e re  

p a r t y  t o  t h e  a g re e m e n t  f o r  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e i r  O k lahom a 

l a n d s  t o  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  t r i b a l  g o v e rn m e n t came t o  an  

e n d  i n  M a rc h ,  1 9 0 6 . A t t h a t  t im e  t h e r e  w e re  2 ,1 3 8  S e m in o le s

3 9 p r a n c i s  D e n sm o re , S e m in o le  M u sic  ( W a s h in g to n :  
U. S . G o v e rn m e n t P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p . 4 .
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I n  O k lah o m a , " l a r g e l y  m ix e d  w ith , n e g ro  b l o o d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

936  'S e m in o le  P re e d m e n .*  A r e f u g e e  b a n d  o f  S e m in o le s ,  o r  

m ore  p r o p e r l y ,  S e m in o le  n e g r o e s , "  w as l o c a t e d  "o n  t h e  M e x ic a n  

s i d e  o f  t h e  R io  G ran d e  i n  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  o f  E ^ g le  P a s s ,

T e x a s .

T h o se  S e m in o le s  who a v o id e d  b e in g  s h ip p e d  t o  t h e  W est 

t o o k  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  swamps o f  s o u th  F l o r i d a .  A t t h e  c o n c lu s i o n  

o f  t h e  w ar i n  1 8 4 2 , o n ly  a  s m a l l  r e m n a n t  o f  t h e  t r i b e  w as 

l e f t .  Of t h e  1 ,5 0 0  w a r r i o r s  a t  t h e  com m encem ent o f  h o s t i l i t i e s , 

o n ly  o n e  h u n d r e d  o r  s o  r e m a in e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h e  w a r 's  

c l o s e .  The r e m a in d e r  h a d  e i t h e r  b e e n  k i l l e d ,  c a r r i e d  i n t o  

c a p t i v i t y ,  o r  c o m p e l le d  t o  e m i g r a t e .

The S e m in o le s  h a d  c o n s t a n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  

t h e i r  n u m b ers  f ro m  t h e  U p p er C re e k s  who w e re  d r i v e n  s o u th  by  

t h e  w h i t e s ,  f ro m  v a g r a n t s  an d  o u t la w s  o f  o t h e r  t r i b e s , 

i t i n e r a n t  w h i t e  m en , a n d  e s c a p e d  N e g r o e s .  T h e i r  c o u n t r y  was 

a  p l a c e  o f  r e f u g e  f o r  a l l .  T h is  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  c o n t in u e d  lo n g  

a f t e r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i b e  w as rem o v ed  t o  O k lah o m a . 

T h i s  r e f u g e  vias o f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  S e m in o le s  w e re  " e s s e n t i a l l y  

a n d  p e c u l i a r l y ,  a  p e a c e - lo v i n g  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  n a t i o n  fro m  

t h e  f i r s t . "  T hey  r e s i d e d  i n  t h a t c h e d  r o o f  lo g  h o u s e s .

B a r to w  C o u r i e r - I n f o r m a n t , F e b . 1 1 , 1 8 8 2 , H e re ­
a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  In fo r m a n t^
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c u l t i v a t e d  c ro p s , o f  b e a n s ,  p o t a t o e s  an d  c o r n ,  a n d  l i v e d  

a  l i f e  o f  p e a c e ,  s o  f a r  a s  tlney  w e re  p e r m i t t e d .

E v en  th o u g h  m any N e g ro e s  h a d  f l e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  S e m in o l e s , a n d  h a d  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  a s  e q u a l s , t h e  I n d i a n s  

a l s o  h e l d  som e o f  th em  a s  s l a v e s  o f  t h e i r  ow n. A l th o u g h  

w h i t e s  c o u ld  c l a i m ,  w i t h  t r u t h ,  m any o f  t h e  S e m in o le  

N e g r o e s ,  t h e y  a l s o  c la im e d  a n d  s o u g h t  t o  o b t a i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

many owned by  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  b o u g h t  a n d  p a id  

f o r  by  th e m . As w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  b e g a n  m o v in g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  

t h i s  ’’s l a v e - n a p p i n g "  b ecam e m o re  o f  a  p r o b le m  b e tw e e n  t h e  

w h i t e s  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n s  who r e m a in e d  i n  F l o r i d a .

The W h ite  S e t t l e r  

The e a r l i e s t  w h i t e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  w e re  

t h e  n o m a d ic  co w h an d s who h e r d e d  c a t t l e  on  t h e  g r a s s y  p l a i n s  

b e tw e e n  F t .  M eade an d  t h e  C a l o o s a h a t c h e e  R i v e r .  T h e s e  r u g g e d  

men w i n t e r e d  t h e i r  h e r d s  i n  t h e  s a n d  h i l l s  o f  t h e  r i d g e  s e c t i o n ,  

c a m p in g  a lo n g  t h e  r i d g e  o n ly  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n th s  an d  d r i v i n g  

t h e i r  h e r d s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  g r a s s y  p l a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  summ er 

m o n th s .  T h e s e  few  p i o n e e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  who cam e a f t e r  th e m , 

w e re  ’’h a r d y  s o u l s ,  who s o u g h t  t h e  a d v e n tu r e  o f  a  w i l d  c o u n t r y ,  

w h ic h  p r o v id e d  a  p a r a d i s e  f o r  t h e  h u n t e r  a n d  f i s h e r m a n ,  an d  

w h ic h  a f f o r d e d  f re e d o m  f ro m  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  an d  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n . ’’ A l i t t l e  l a t e r  s o l d i e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n

^^I b i d .
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t h e  I n d i a n  w a r s ,  a n d  "wh.o g rew  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  p e r i o d  o f  s e r v i c e ,  w i t h  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  p e a c e  e l e c t e d  

t o  r e m a in  i n  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  h a d  l e a r n e d  t o  l o v e . "  Some o f  

th e m  w e n t h a c k  t o  t h e i r  hom es i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  F l o r i d a  

o r  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  a n d  " lo a d i n g  a  few  e f f e c t s  u p o n  w a g o n s ,  

u s u a l l y  d raw n  h y  o x e n ,  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  m ake 

c ru d e  hom es i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .

The e a r l i e s t  c e n s u s  r e t u r n s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  t h e  I 8 3 O 

r e t u r n s  f o r  A la c h u a  C o u n ty ,  f ro m  w h ic h  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  a n d  

e v e n t u a l l y  P o lk  C o u n t i e s ,  w e re  fo rm e d .  I n  I 8 3 O t h e r e  w e re  

345  p e o p le  i n  t h e  Tam pa Bay a r e a ,  m any o f  whom w ere  m i l i t a r y  

p e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n e d  t o  F t .  B r o o k e ,  l a t e r  known a s  T am pa.

Of t h e s e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  232  w e re  w h i t e ,  109 w e re  N eg ro  s l a v e s  

a n d  f o u r  w e re  f r e e  b l a c k s .  T h e re  w e re  n o  r e p o r t e d  i n h a b i t a n t s  

e a s t  o f  t h e  im m e d ia te  Tam pa Bay a r e a .

I n  1 8 3 4 , H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  w as c a r v e d  o u t  o f  A la c h u a  

C o u n ty  an d  nam ed i n  h o n o r  o f  W i l l s  H i l l ,  V i s c o u n t  H i l l s b o r o u g h  

o f  E n g l a n d . T h i s  new c o u n ty  i n c l u d e d  m o st o f  w h a t w as 

t o  becom e P o lk  C o u n ty ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m uch o f  s o u th w e s t  F l o r i d a .

The l8 4 0  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  c e n s u s  l i s t e d  452 p e o p le  

i n  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n ty ,  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  whom l i v e d  i n  o r  n e a r  F t .  : 

B ro o k e  (T a m p a ). O n ly  t h i r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e re

F . H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  F l o r i d a  
( S t .  A u g u s t in e :  T he R e c o rd  C o . ,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  p .  1 4 .

S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m erce, B u re a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  
F i f t h  C e n su s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I 83 O: A la c h u a  C o u n ty ,
F l o r i d a .

^ " ^ P a t r i c k ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  l 4 4 .
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s l a v e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e re  n o  f r e e  b l a c k s  I n  t h e  c o u n ty .  M ost 

o f  t h e  s l a v e s  I n  t h e  e a r l i e r  c e n s u s  w e re  I n  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  a r e a  w h ic h  r e m a in e d  w i t h  A la c h u a  C o u n ty  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  

w h i l e  m any o t h e r s  u n d o u b te d ly  w e re  owned b y  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  

who h a d  l e f t  t h e  a r e a .  T h e re  w e re  no  p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  a n y ­

w h e re  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i m i t s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty .

J a c o b  S u m m e rlin

As w as p o i n t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  

i n  t h e  a r e a  w e re  c o w b o y s . One o f  t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  c h i l d r e n  

b o r n  i n  F l o r i d a  a f t e r  i t  w as c e d e d  t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  by  

S p a in  b ecam e  t h e  " c a t t l e  k in g "  o f  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  He was 

J a c o b  S u m m e r lin ,  J r . ,  s o n  o f  J a c o b  a n d  N ancy Hagan S u m m e r lin . 

Young S u m m e rlin  w as b o r n  a t  A l l i g a t o r ,  now L ak e  C i ty  i n  

1 820 .")

J a c o b ,  S r . ,  d i e d  i n  1842 a t  t h e  a g e  o f  6 5 . J a c o b ,

J r . ,  m a r r i e d  F r a n c e s  K n ig h t  Z i p p r e r ,  w idow  o f  A. Z. Z i p p r e r  

a n d  m o th e r  o f  Z i p p r e r ' s i n f a n t  s o n ,  G id e o n ,  i n  1 8 4 4 . J a c o b  

a n d  h i s  f a m i ly  l e f t  A l l i g a t o r  a n d  m ade t h e i r  f i r s t  

home a t  K n i g h t 's  S t a t i o n ,  t h e n  known a s  C o rk ,  n e a r  P l a n t  

C i t y ,  a b o u t  12 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry .

The 1850  c e n s u s  o f  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  ( I t c h p o c e s a s s a  

S e t t l e m e n t )  l i s t e d  J a c o b  a s  a  p l a n t e r .  B e s id e s  h i s  w i f e

S e v e n th  C e n su s  o f  t h e  "U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  1850  ; H i l l s b o r o u g h  
C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a .

^ ^ P o lk  C o u n ty  D e m o c ra t ( B a r to w ) ,  O c t .  8 ,  1 9 7 3 , P -  4 -A . 
H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  D e m o c ra t .

^ ^ D e m o c ra t , O c t .  1 1 ,  1 9 7 3 , p .  4-A
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a n d  s t e p s o n ,  t h e  f a m i ly  t h e n  i n c l u d e d  M ary A nn, 4 ,  J a s p e r ,  3 ,  

a n d  G e o rg e ,  9 m o n th s .  The c e n s u s  l i s t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  1 ,6 3 3  

p e r s o n s  i n  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty . T h e re  w e re  t h r e e  s e t t l e m e n t s  

i n  w h a t w as t o  beco m e  P o lk  C o u n ty . They w e re  t h e  A l a f i a  

s e t t l e m e n t  ( s o u t h  o f  M u lb e r r y ) ;  t h e  P e a c e  C re e k  s e t t l e m e n t  

( n e a r  P t .  M e a d e ) ;  a n d  t h e  R iv e r  s e t t l e m e n t  ( a t  H o m elan d , 

s o u th  o f  B a r to w ) .  E v e ry  o ne  o f  t h e  a p p r o x im a te ly  100 s e t t l e r s  

i n  f u t u r e  P o lk  C o u n ty  w e re  b o rn  i n  t h e  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s ,  

p r i m a r i l y  G e o r g ia  a n d  F l o r i d a .  Of t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  s e t t l e ­

m e n ts  n e a r e r  Tampa B a y , 195 w ere  b o r n  i n  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  

a n d  358 w e re  f o r e i g n  b o r n  ( i n c l u d i n g  179 b o r n  i n  I r e l a n d ) .

The f a m i l i e s  l i s t e d  a t  t h e  A l a f i a  ( M u lb e r r y )  s e t t l e m e n t  w e re  

t h o s e  o f  Levy P e a r c e ,  D a n i e l  C a r l t o n ,  J e r e m ia h  Haym an,

A ld e rm a n  C a r l t o n ,  A ndrew  W ig g in s ,  Jam es W hidden a n d  R o b e r t  

P .  P r i n e . 5 1

J a c o b  S u m m e rlin  a n d  h i s  f a m i ly  m oved fro m  C o rk  t o  

Tampa i n  1056 a n d  r e m a in e d  t h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  S u b s e ­

q u e n t l y  bhey  l i v e d  a t  P o r t  Ogden (De S o to  C o u n ty )  f o r  some 

m o n th s ,  bhen  m oved t o  " t h e  W h itn e y  p l a c e "  n e a r  F o r t  M eade.

Prom  t h e r e  t h e y  m oved ( p r o b a b ly  i n  l 8 6 l )  t o  P o r t  B lo u n t .  

C o n t in u o u s  m ovem ent o f  f a m i l i e s  w as n o t  u n u s u a l  on t h e  

f r o n t i e r .  The m i ld  c l i m a t e  made p e rm a n e n t  s h e l t e r  l e s s

. S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m erce, B u re a u  o f  t h e  
C e n s u s ,  S e v e n th  C e n su s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I 85O: H i l l s ­
b o ro u g h  C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a .

^ ^ D e m o c ra t , O c t .  1 1 ,  1 9 7 3 , p .  4 -A .
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im p o r ta n t  i n  F l o r i d a  t h a n  i t  was on t h e  m o re  c l i m a t i c a l l y  

h a r s h  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r .

P o r t  B l o u n t ,  now B a r to w , w as f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  

O c to b e r ,  I 8 5 1 ,  w hen R e a d d in g  B lo u n t o f  A l l i g a t o r ,  a n d  h i s  

f a m i ly  o f  tw e n ty - o n e  p e r s o n s  ( p lu s  tw e lv e  s l a v e s )  s e t t l e d  

a b o u t  a  m i l e  w e s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  (1 9 7 4 )  c o u r t h o u s e .  The 

a c t u a l  f o r t  w as n o t  b u i l t  u n t i l  I 8 5 6 , an d  t h e n  a s  a  p r i v a t e  

f o r t i f i c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r, i t  w as u s e d  by  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  d u r in g  

t h e  S e m in o le  u p r i s i n g  o f  1 8 5 5 -5 8  an d  l a t e r  by  t h e  F l o r i d a  

V o l u n t e e r s  ( C o n f e d e r a t e )  i n  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. ^^

When J a c o b  S u m m e rlin  m oved t o  F t .  B lo u n t  h e  b o u g h t  

t h e  R i l e y  B lo u n t  p r o p e r t y .  R i le y  w as one  o f  t h e  f o u r  s o n s  

o f  R e a d d in g  B l o u n t ,  an d  h a d  o b t a i n e d  t h e  la n d  t o  r a i s e  c a t- t  

t i e . The  i8 6 0  c e n s u s  l i s t e d  S u m m e rlin  a s  a  " f a r m e r  and  

b u t c h e r :  v a lu e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  $ 4 ,5 0 0 ;  v a lu e  p e r s o n a l

p r o p e r t y ,  $ 4 8 , 0 0 0 . T h i s  w as i n  an  e r a  w hen r e a l  e s t a t e  

s o ld  f o r  25 c e n t s  t o  $1 an  a c r e . By I 8 6 1 , J a c o b  S u m m e r lin , 

t h e n  o n ly  f o r t y - o n e , h a d  aram assed a  s u b s t a n t i a l  f o r t u n e ,  

by t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  t im e s — m ore t h a n  $5 0 , 0 0 0 , m o s t ly  i n  

c a t t l e .

^ D e m o c r a t , O c t .  1 1 ,  1 9 7 3 , p .  4 -A .

S e v e n th  C e n s u s , I 8 5 O: H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a .

561D e m o c ra t , O c t .  1 1 ,  1 9 7 3 , p .  4 -A .
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L i f e  o f  t h e  S e t t l e r s  

P o r t  B lo u n t  w as n o t  t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  

P o lk  C o u n ty . T he I 850  c e n s u s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  

w h i t e s  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  P o r t  M eade an d  M u lb e r ry  a r e a s .  M ost 

o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  w e re  g r o u p e d  a ro u n d  t h e  h e a d w a te r s  o f  

t h e  A l a f i a  R i v e r  ( M u lb e r r y )  o r  a lo n g  t h e  u p p e r  e n d  o f  P ea?  

C re e k  ( P o r t  M e a d e ) .  M any , i f  n o t  m o s t , o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  

l i v e d  a lo n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r o a d s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army h a d  

c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r in g  t h e  S e m in o le  W ars . T h e se  f a c t s  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  w as one o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e d  a r e a s  

i n  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  P l o r i d a . ^ ^

I n  f r o n t i e r  P l o r i d a ,  a s  on t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r ,  t h e  

d e s i r e  f o r  hum an c o m p a n io n s h ip  w o u ld  t e n d  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  l e a d  

t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  d w e l l i n g s  w i t h i n  a  r a d i u s  o f  a 

few  m i l e s ,  a n d  t h u s  w o u ld  be  fo rm e d  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  A m a n 's  

" n e x t - d o o r  n e ig h b o r "  m ig h t  l i v e  a  m i l e ,  o r  5 m i l e s ,  d i s t a n t  ; 

b u t  f o r  t h e  d a y  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w as c l o s e  e n o u g h .

A s id e  f ro m  t h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  o f  p i o n e e r  l i f e ,  e x i s ­

t e n c e  w as f a r  f ro m  u n p l e a s a n t . L i f e  w as s im p le ,  a n d  g r e a t  

e f f o r t  w as n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  m e e t  i t s  d e m a n d s . A p a t c h  o f  

s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  f u r n i s h e d  a  s t a p l e  a r t i c l e  o f  d i e t ,  " a s  w e l l  

a s  a  c o f f e e  s u b s t i t u t e — t h e  p o t a t o ,  c u t  up i n t o  s m a l l  c u b e s

^ ^ S e v e n th  C e n s u s ,  1 850 :: H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty ,  P l o r i d a .

^ ® L ead er ( P o r t  M e a d e ) ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 1 6 .
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an d  d r i e d ,  t h e n  p a r c h e d  a n d  g r o u n d ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  n o t  u n s a t i s ­

f a c t o r y  b e v e r a g e . "  A n o th e r  p a t c h — o f  c a n e — g a v e  e i t h e r  " lo n g -  

s w e e te n i n g ,"  a s  t h e  s y ru p  w as c a l l e d ,  o r  " s h o r t - s w e e t e n i n g , "  

t h e  name a p p l i e d  t o  s u g a r .  C l o th i n g  cam e f ro m  a n o t h e r  p a t c h —  

o f  c o t t o n ;  a n d  " a lm o s t  e v e r y  home w as a  f a c t o r y  i n  a  s m a l l  

w a y ,"  w h e r e in  t h e  women a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  " w i th  s p in n i n g  w h e e l  

a n d  h a n d  lo o m , wove f a b r i c s  f ro m  w h ic h  a l l  a r t i c l e s  o f  w e a r  

w e re  f a s h i o n e d ,  b e s i d e s  s h e e t s ,  p i l l o w  c a s e s ,  t a b l e c l o t h s  

a n d  o t h e r  h o u s e h o ld  n e c e s s i t i e s . " ^ ^

The f a r m e r  on t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  d e v e lo p e d  a n  

i n g e n i o u s  m e th o d  o f  f e r t i l i z i n g  h i s  l a n d  t h a t  w as a p p a r e n t l y  

unknow n i n  t h e  W e st .  The f e r t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p a t c h e s ,  

b y  t h e  " c o w -p e n "  m e th o d ,  w as a  s im p le  m a t t e r .  C a t t l e  w e re  

im p o u n d e d  i n  a n  e n c l o s u r e ,  f e n c e d  i n  w i t h  p o l e s  o r  s p l i t  

r a i l s ,  an d  w hen t h e  a r e a  e n c lo s e d  i n  a p e n  w as s u f f i c i e n t l y  

f e r t i l i z e d ,  i t  w as r e a d y  f o r  p l a n t i n g ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  e n c l o s u r e  

w as g iv e n  o v e r  t o  t h e  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  H e r e ,  t h e n ,  

w i th  v e r y  l i t t l e  l a b o r ,  w e re  p r o v id e d  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o f  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  f o o d .  " B u t t h e  l u x u r i e s  

o f  t h e  t a b l e  d i d  n o t  c o s t  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l  e f f o r t  t h a t  w as 

e x p e n d e d "  on t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s — t h e y  w e re  p r o v id e d  by  a  b r i e f  

h u n t in g  t r i p .  The w oods a b o u n d e d  w i t h  e v e ry  k in d  o f  d e s i r a b l e  

gam e. V e n i s o n ,  w i l d  t u r k e y ,  q u a i l ,  s q u i r r e l ,  a n d  w a t e r  fo w l

59 H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p . c i t . , p .  l 4 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



w e re  i t e m s  o f  t h e  d a l l y  m en u . T h e n , e v e ry  s t r e a m  a n d  l a k e  

w as a l i v e  w i t h  f i s h ,  a n d  a  h u n t in g  t r i p  o f  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  

c o u ld  p r o v id e  a  w elcom e c h a n g e  o f  d i e t  f o r  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y .

When men s e t t l e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r  t h e y  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o n  w i t h  th e m . As b e s t  c a n  b e  d e te r m in e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  

p r e a c h e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w as J .  M. H aym an. Hayman w as b o r n  

D ecem b er 2 8 ,  1 8 2 2 , i n  B ry a n  C o u n ty ,  G e o r g ia .  H is  w o rk , 

l i k e  t h a t  o f  many p i o n e e r  p r e a c h e r s ,  w as t h a t  o f  m i s s io n a r y  

a n d  p a s t o r .  He l i v e d  i n  t h e  co m m u n ity  o f  A l a f i a ,  a b o u t  20 

m i l e s  w e s t  o f  M u lb e r ry  w hen h e  w as o r d a in e d  a s  a  B a p t i s t  

p r e a c h e r .  He b e g a n  p r e a c h i n g  a t  S o c ru m , a s e t t l e m e n t  a b o u t  

20 m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry ,  i n  1 8 5 0 .^ ^

I t  w as a t  S o c ru m , on  J u n e  1 8 , 1 8 5 0 , w h e re  J o s e p h  R . F r i e r  

w as b o r n . F r i e r  w as t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  c h i l d  b o r n  i n  w h a t 

w as t o  b eco m e P o lk  C o u n ty .  F r i e r ,  h i m s e l f ,  l a t e r  becam e a 

B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r ,  know n a s  " U n c le  J o e "  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s .

I n  J u n e ,  1 8 5 2 , Hayman p r e a c h e d  a  s e r v i c e  a t  P e a c e  C r e e k ,  

n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  B a r to w , w h e re  h e  r e c e i v e d  $ 6 .2 5  

f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s .  I n  185 4  h e  b u i l t  a  h o u s e  a t  S o c ru m , b u t  i n

A M e m o r ia l  S k e t c h  o f  t h e  L i f e  and  M i n i s t e r i a l  
L a b o r s  o f  R e v . J .  M. H aym an, One o f  t h e  P io n e e r  B a p t i s t  
P r e a c h e r s  o f  S o u th  F ' l d r i d a  ( .N a s h v i l le : ;  M a r s h a l l  an d  B ru c e  
C o . ,  1 9 0 1 ) ,  p p .  1 ,  9 .

S e v e n th  C e n s u s , I 8 5 O; H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty , F l o r i d a .

^ ^ B e t h e l  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  N ew s, V o l .  3 ,  D e c . 1 9 4 6 .
B e t h e l  C h u rc h  i s  a b o u t  2Q m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  M u lb e r ry  i n  r u r a l  
P o lk  C o u n ty .
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t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 5 5 , " t h e  b r e t h r e n  a t  P e a c e  C re e k  p r e v a i l e d  on 

h im " t o  move t o  a  f a rm  t h e r e , w h e re  h e  r e m a in e d  u n t i l  1 8 8 3 .^ ^  

By t h e  m id - l8 5 0 V s  t h e  w h i t e  man h a d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a . H is  p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  f o rm e r  d o m ain  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  w as n o t  y e t  s e c u r e ,  b u t  

so o n  h e  w o u ld  b e  m a s t e r  o f  h i s  d o m a in . The e n s u in g  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  w o u ld  b r i n g  m o re  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  t o  h e lp  tam e  t h e  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r .

64 A M e m o ria l  S k e t c h , p p .  1 1 ,  l 4 .
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CHAPTER I I I

OPENING THE FRONTIER 

The I n d i a n s • L a s t  S ta n d

The s e c o n d  S e m in o le  w a r  e n d e d  i n  1 8 4 2 , w i t h  some 

o ne  h u n d r e d  I n d ia n s  m an a g in g  t o  e lu d e  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

W h ite  men b e g a n  m o v in g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h a t  c o n ­

f l i c t ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  fro m  t h e  r e m a in in g  

I n d i a n s .  T h e n , i n  1855 t h e  I n d i a n s  d e c id e d  o n c e  a g a in  t o  

t r y  a n d  r e g a i n  some o f  t h e i r  l o s t  t e r r i t o r y .  T he f i r s t  

new s a r t i c l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  

o r i g i n a t e d  i n  Tampa d u r in g  t h e  S e m in o le  u p r i s i n g  o f  1 8 ,5 5 -5 8 . 

The War D e p a r tm e n t i n  W a sh in g to n  s e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

a rm y t o  " a d o p t  c o e r c i v e  m e a s u r e s  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  

r e m n a n t  o f  s a v a g e s  o c c u p y in g  t h e  e x tr e m e  s o u th e r n  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  s t a t e .

The arm y h ad  c o n s t r u c t e d  s e v e r a l  f o r t s  i n  w h a t was 

to 'b e c o m e  P o lk  C o u n ty . F o r t  F r a z i e r  on  t h e  h e a d w a te r s  o f  t h e  

P e a c e  R iv e r  n e a r  p r e s e n t  H ig h la n d  C i ty  an d  F o r t  G a rd n e r  on 

t h e  K iss im m ee  R iv e r  n e a r  L ake K iss im m ee  h ad  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  

d u r in g  t h e  I n d i a n  w a rs  o f  t h e  I 83 O *s . T hey w e re  b u i l t  on

^F l o r i d a  P e n i n s u l a r  (T a m p a ) , F e b .  2 ,  1 8 5 6 . H e r e a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P e n i n s u l a r .
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t h e  m a in  I n d i a n  t r a i l  b e tw e e n  Tam pa Bay an d  L ak e  K is s im m e e . 

P o r t  C l i n c h ,  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  P o r t  M ead e , w as b u i l t  

by  t h e  U. S . Army i n  D e c e m b e r , 1849> a n d  a b a n d o n e d  f i v e  y e a r s  

l a t e r .  P o r t  N i c h o l s ,  a b o u t  5 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  

o f  M u lb e r r y ,  w as e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  arm y i n  I 8 5 O. I n  I 856 

P o r t  C l in c h  w as r e o p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  S e m in o le  u p r i s i n g  

an d  re n a m e d  P o r t  M eade i n  h o n o r  o f  G e n e r a l  G e o rg e  G o rd o n  

M e a d e . 3 G e n e r a l  M eade h a d  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  re m o v in g  a  

g ro u p  o f  S e m in o le s  f ro m  P l o r i d a  i n  I 836  a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  

S e m in o le  W ar. ^

P o r t  B l o u n t ,  m e n t io n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  w as u s e d  by 

f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  d u r in g  t h e  t h i r d  S e m in o le  u p r i s i n g .  T ro o p s  

m oved f ro m  f o r t  t o  f o r t  d u r in g  t h i s  u p r i s i n g  an d  r e c o r d s  o f  

who s e r v e d  a r e  i n c o m p l e t e  a n d  s p o t t y .  T h is  i s  due t o  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  many o f  t h e  men w e re  i n  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a ,  an d  

f o u g h t  o n ly  w hen t h e y  f e l t  t h e i r  im m e d ia te  v i c i n i t y  was 

t h r e a t e n e d .  T h is  w as n o t  u n u s u a l ,  a s  i t  w as d o n e  i n  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  W ar, War o f  l 8 l 2 ,  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, and  I n d ia n  

w a r s  i n  t h e  W e s t .

The o n ly  m u s t e r  r o l l  f o r  t h e  S e m in o le  War o f  1 8 5 5 -5 8  

f o r  e a s t e r n  H i l l s b o r o u g h  ( l a t e r  P o lk )  C o u n ty  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n

( W a s h in g to n :  B u re a u  o f  U. S . T o p o g r a p h ic a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  1 9 3 8 ) .
Map c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .

% e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p . c i t . , p .  4 2 ;  L a k e la n d  L e d g e r ,
P e b . 5 ,  1 9 6 1 , p .  D -4 . H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  L e d g e r .

^ M c R ey n o ld s , o p . c i t . , p .  1 7 1 .
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t h e  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  C o u r t  H o u se  a t  P l a n t  C i t y .  I t  com es

fro m  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  l a t e  E r n e s t  B . Sim m ons o f  L u t z .  I t  I s

unknow n w h e re  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t I s  l o c a t e d ,  an d  t h e r e

a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  m any e r r o r s  I n  t h i s  r o l l  w h ic h  I s  a s  f o l l o w s  :

A SEMINOLE WAR MUSTER ROLL

STATE OP FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH.

Know a l l  men by  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s ,  t h a t  w e , t h e  
u n d e r s i g n e d  o f  C a p t .  Wm. B . H o o k e r 's  com pany o f  
v o l u n t e e r s .  I n  s e r v i c e  I n  t h e  S e m in o le  War o f  
1856  I n  F l o r i d a ,  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e , c o n s t i t u t e d  a n d  
a p p o i n t e d ,  s e v e r a l l y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  W il l ia m  B .
H o o k e r  o f  t h e  C o u n ty  o f  H i l l s b o r o u g h  I n  t h e  s t a t e
a f o r e s a i d  o u r  t r u e  an d  l a w f u l  a t t o r n e y  f o r  u s  an d
I n  o u r  nam es I n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  s i g n  t h e  p a y  r o l l s  
f o r  s u c h  p a y  a s  may b e  d u e  t o  u s ,  f ro m  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  o r  f ro m  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  f o r  s u c h  
s e r v i c e  I n  s a i d  com pany a s  a f o r e s a i d ,  a n d  t o  
r e c e i v e  t h e  sam e f o r  u s  ; g i v i n g  an d  g r a n t i n g  u n to  
o u r  A t t o r n e y  f u l l  p o w e r  an d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do and  
p e r f o r m  a l l  a n d  e v e r y  a c t  a n d  t h i n g  w h a t s o e v e r  
r e q u i s i t e  an d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  o b t a i n  s a i d  
p a y ,  w h ic h  I n c l u d e s  a l l  e m o lu m en ts  a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  
w h a te v e r  may b e  d u e  t o  u s  a s  a f o r e s a i d ,  h e re b y  
r a t i f y i n g  a n d  c o n f i r m i n g  a l l  t h a t  o u r  s a i d  
A t t o r n e y  s h a l l  l a w f u l l y  d o ,  o r  c a u s e  t o  b e  d o n e  by  
v i r t u e  h e r e o f ,  a n d  t h i s  P o w er o f  A t t o r n e y  s h a l l  b e  
I r r e v o c a b l e  t o  a l l  I n t e n t s  an d  p u r p o s e s .

I n  w i t n e s s  w h e r e o f  we h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  o u r  
h a n d s  an d  s e a l s  t h i s  t w e n t y - t h i r d  d a y  o f  J a n u a r y ,  
one t h o u s a n d  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  an d  f l f t y - s l x .

1 . A. W. O u n a n t ( S e a l )
2 . H . B . O r r ( S e a l )
3 . G. W. H en d ry ( S e a l )
4 . Jam es  A. Moody ( S e a l )
5 . W il l ia m  B. Moody ( S e a l )
6 . J a c o b  D r i g g e r s ( S e a l )
7 . A ndrew  C an o v a ( S e a l )
8 . H en ry  Brown ( S e a l )
9 . J o h n  O 'N e a l ( S e a l )

1 0 . W il l ia m  W h i t t i e r ( S e a l )
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W itn e s s  H en ry  A. C ra n e

J o h n  I .  H o o k e r ( S e a l )
J o s e p h  M oore ( S e a l )
J o s e p h  M. P e a r c e  ( S e a l )
S . P .  H o w ard , M. D. ( S e a l )
S . P .  H a r v a rd  ( S e a l )
W il l ia m  L . M urphy ( S e a l )

1 1 .  J o h n  M cD onald
1 2 . R ic h a r d  P e l la m
1 3 . Thom as C o l l i n s
1 4 . B e n n e t t  W hldden
1 5 . L uke A. J o h n s
1 6 . P r a n c l s  A. Iv e y
1 7 . J o h n  ( h i s  m ark )  W hldden ( S e a l )
1 8 . B e n ja m in  H i l l i a r d
1 9 . J o h n  H. H o l l in g s w o r t h  ( S e a l )
2 0 .  (Name s c r a t c h e d  o f f )
2 1 .  M a r q u e t te  W hldden
2 2 . W. J .  I v e y
2 3 . J a s .  W. ( h i s  m ark )  Thomas ( S e a l )

L e v i  ( h i s  m a rk )  W eeks ( S e a l )
N a th a n  ( h i s  m ark )  G i l l e y
J a c o b  R . ( h i s  m a rk )  R a u le r s o n

( S e a l )

ACKNOWLEDGED I n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  me t h i s  21 
d a y  o f  A u g u s t ,  I 8 5 6 .

J o h n  C. O a ts 5J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  P e a c e .

T h e re  a r e  o t h e r s  n o t  l i s t e d  on t h i s  m u s t e r  r o l l  known t o  

h a v e  t a k e n  p a r t  I n  t h e  f i g h t i n g .  D i s p a t c h e s  f ro m  Tampa 

n e w s p a p e rs  I n  I 856  show  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  to o k  p a r t  

I n  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  a c t i o n :  C a p t .  W il l ia m  H. K e n d r ic k ,

C a p t .  P r a n c l s  M. D u rr a n e e , L t . J o h n  P a r k e r ,  L t .  Edw ard  T . 

K e n d r ic k ,  L t .  A ld e rm a n  C a r l t o n ,  G en . J e s s e  C a r t e r ,  P v t .  

R o b e r t  P r l n e ,  P v t .  G e o rg e  H o w e ll ,  P v t .  W il l ia m  M c C o llo u g h ,

5"A S e m in o le  War M u s te r  R o l l , "  M is c e l l a n e o u s  A r c h iv e s ,  
H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u s e ,  P l a n t  C i t y ,  P l o r i d a .
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P v t .  J o h n  C. O a t s ,  L t .  S t r e a t y  P a r k e r ,  P v t .  Jam es W h ld d en ,

P v t .  W il l ia m  B r o o k e r ,  P v t .  J o h n  L . S k i p p e r ,  C a p t .  L e s l i e ,

L t .  S p a rk m a n , P v t .  W il l ia m  P a r k e r ,  P v t .  L o t t  W hldden , S g t .  

B o g g e ss  a n d  C o l.  M o n ro e . ^ M ost o f  t h e  f i g h t i n g  d i d  n o t  t a k e  

p l a c e  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty , b u t  a t  p o i n t s  f a r t h e r  s o u th  i n  t h e  . 

s t a t e .

I n  1 8 5 6 , C a p ta in  C a s e y , t h e  A g en t f o r  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  

i n  F l o r i d a ,  w as a u t h o r i z e d  by th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e rn m e n t 

t o  o f f e r  a  p e r  c a p i t a  r e w a rd  f o r  l i v i n g  I n d ia n s  who w ere  

c a p t u r e d ,  o r  i n d u c e d  t o  come i n ,  f o r  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  O k lah o m a. 

The f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s  w e re  t o  b e  p a i d  f o r  I n d i a n s  d e l i v e r e d  

a t  P o r t  B ro o k e  o r  P o r t  M yers :

F o r  e a c h  w a r r i o r — fro m  $250 t o  $500 

F o r  e a c h  woman— fro m  $150 t o  $200 

F o r  e a c h  b oy  o v e r  t e n  y e a r — fro m  $100  t o  $200 

The h i g h e s t  r a t e  w o u ld  b e  p a i d  f o r  " a l l  e x c e p t  th e  i n f i r m ,  

b e d  r i d d e n  a n d  h e l p l e s s ,  i n  w h ic h  c a s e s ,  t h e  r a t e  ( n o t  l e s s  

t h a n  t h e  m inimum  a b o v e )  w o u ld  b e  f i x e d  by  t h e  A gen t o r  B o a r d ."

I f  I n d i a n s  w e re  " s h a m e f u l ly  a b u s e d "  by  th e  w h i t e  man 

i n  t h e  W e s t , ^ th e y  w e re  n o t  m uch b e t t e r  o f f  i n  f r o n t i e r  

F l o r i d a .  The o b v io u s  h a t r e d  by  t h e  w h i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e

P e n i n s u l a r , F e b . 2 - J u n e  2 1 ,  I 8 5 6 .

^P e n i n s u l a r , M arch  2 9 ,  I 8 5 6 .

®Ray A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  The F a r  W e s te rn  F r o n t i e r  I 8 3O- 
1860  (New Y o rk : H a r p e r  a n d  Row, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  2 3 8 .
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S e m in o le s  w as e v id e n c e d  b y  t h e  a c co m p a n y in g  s t a t e m e n t  In  

t h e  F l o r i d a  P e n i n s u l a r , r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t money 

b e in g  o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  c a p tu r e  o f  I n d i a n s  :

T h is  may so u n d  h a r s h ,  b u t  t h e  a n t e c e d e n t s  o f  
t h i s  b lo o d y  r a c e  w o u ld  J u s t i f y  s u c h  c o u r s e .  W hat 
h a s  t h e  S e m in o le  d o n e  t o  c a u se  u s  t o  d e a l  w i th  
h im  w i t h  s u c h  l e n i t y ?  He h a s  n e v e r  s p a r e d  t h e  
tom ahaw k o r  s c a l p i n g  k n i f e ,  when a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f f e r e d .  He h a s  s m i t t e n  u s  from  t h e  l e f t  c h e e k  
an d  we h a v e  t u r n e d  t h e  r i g h t ,  a n d  we h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  h i s  d e a t h f u l  b lo w s ,  an d  now , 
w i th  a l l  t h e  p h i l a n t h r o p y  o f  a  s a i n t , o u r  
G o v ern m en t h a s  e x h i b i t e d  I t s  n e t h e r  e x t r e m i t y , an d  
a f t e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f  t h i s  m an o e u v e r I s  sh o w n , 
we t h i n k  t h a t  som e o f  t h e  b ad  p o l i c y  w i l l  h a v e  
b e e n  r e a c h e d ,  a n d  t h a t  a  c h a rg e  w i l l  b e  t h e  
r e s u l t ,  w h ic h  w i l l  so o n  e r a d i c a t e  t h i s  c u r s e .  I f  
t h e  I n d i a n s  h a v e  d e te r m in e d  t o  r e m a in  I n  F l o r i d a ,  
th e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  t a k e n  a l i v e .  I t  I s  n o t  o u r  
o b j e c t  t o  f o r e s t a l l  p u b l i c  o p i n io n ,  b u t  w i l l  
a w a i t  w i t h  p a t i e n c e  t h e  r e s u l t . 9

The o n ly  I n c i d e n t  t o  o c c u r .  I n  w h a t was t o  becom e 

P o lk  C o u n ty ,  I n  t h i s  f i n a l  S e m in o le  s t r u g g l e  w as an  I n d i a n  

a t t a c k  on t h e  home o f  W illo u g h b y  T l l l l s  on J u n e  l 4 ,  I 8 5 6 . 

The f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  e v e n t  was w r i t t e n  by  C a p ta in  

W il l ia m  B. H o o k e r  an d  p r i n t e d  I n  t h e  F l o r i d a  P e n i n s u l a r  on 

J u l y  5 ,  1 8 5 6 :

On t h e  1 0 th  I n s t .  I  m arch ed  w i t h  a  d e ta c h m e n t  
I n t o  t h e  w o o d s . I n  s e a r c h  o f  I n d i a n s ,  a s  I  
s u p p o s e d  t h e y  w o u ld  make an  a t t a c k  on some p l a c e s  
a t  t h e  f u l l  o f  t h e  m oon , an d  I  w o u ld  b e  on  t h e  
a l e r t  f o r  th e m , a n d  by  c h a n c e  m ig h t come u p o n  
th em  b e f o r e  t h e y  m ade t h e i r  a t t a c k .  We s c o u te d  i 
down t h e  A l a f i a  r i v e r  t o  w h ere  t h e  I n d i a n  t r a i l  
c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  J u s t  ab o v e  R o e 's ,  t h e r e  f i n d i n g ,  
a s  we t h o u g h t ,  I n d i a n  s i g n s ,  o u r  o p i n io n  w as t h a t  
t h e y  h a d  g o n e  s o u th  w i t h  t h e  I n t e n t i o n  o f  m ak in g

^ P e n i n s u l a r , M arch  2 9 ,  I 8 5 6 .
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a n  a t t a c k  on  M a n a te e ,  s o  we f o r c e d  o u r  m a rc h  t o  
t h a t  p l a c e .  When we a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  f i n d i n g  no 
s i g n s ,  a n d  a l l  q u i e t ,  we p r o c e e d e d  b a c k w a rd  f o r  
H o rse  C r e e k ,  a s  i t  w as a  r e s o r t  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  who 
h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e m s e lv e s  
w i t h  p o t a t o e s  t h e r e f r o m .  On r e a c h i n g  i t ,  we m ade 
a  th o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s ,  a n d  f i n d i n g  
n o  p r i n t s  o r  m ark s  o f  t h e  f o e ,  a n d  i t  b e in g  l a t e  
i n  t h e  d a y ,  we h a l t e d ,  a n d  en cam p ed  a n d  s e n t  tw o 
m en t o  P o r t  G re e n  a s  e x p r e s s ,  t o  know n i f  t h e r e  
w e re  an y  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s .

C a p t a in  H o o k er d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  w a i t  l o n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S e m in o le s .  He w r o te  :

A b o u t 12 o ’ c lo c k  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e y  r e t u r n e d ,  
b r i n g i n g  t h e  t h r i l l i n g  new s o f  t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  
T i l l i s  h o u s e  on t h e  m o rn in g  o f  t h e  l 4 t h ,  a b o u t  
7 o ’ c l o c k ,  w h e re  M r. T i l l i s ,  h i s  s o n  an d  
Thom as U n d e r h i l l  f i r e d  on  t h e  I n d i a n s  f ro m  t h e  
i n s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w ou n d ed  5 o f  
t h e m , tw o  o r  t h r e e  m o r t a l l y ;  o n e  o f  th em  s h o t  by  
a  m u sk e t  f e l l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  b u t  h e  g o t  o f f .

The i n j u r y  t o  u s  d o n e  t h e r e ,  w as a  n e g r o  
woman w ounded  i n  t h e  h e a d ;  a l l  t h e  h o r s e s  a b o u t  
t h e  p l a c e  w e re  k i l l e d ,  a n d  a  m u le  w ou n d ed  ; t h e  
I n d i a n s  b a c k in g  o f f  a  l i t t l e ,  a n d  e n c i r c l i n g  
a ro u n d  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t  s t i l l  k e e p in g  up  t h e i r  
f i r i n g ,  w hen a  s u d d e n  s u r p r i s e  se em e d  t o  come 
u p o n  th em  a n d  t h e y  r a n  b r i s k l y  a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d ,  
m ak in g  f o r  a  ham m ock; s o  t h o s e  p e n n e d  up i n  t h e  
h o u s e ,  s u p p o s in g  t h e r e  w as h e lp  c o m in g ,  lo o k e d  
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  P o r t  M ead e , a n d  saw  s e v e n  
m o u n te d  men co m in g  a s  f a s t  a s  t h e i r  h o r s e s  c o u ld  
c a r r y  th e m .

As so o n  a s  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  T i l l i s  h o m e s te a d

t h e y  a s k e d  T i l l i s  w h e re  t h e  I n d i a n s  h a d  g o n e .  He r e p l i e d

" T h ro u g h  t h e  f i e l d . "  No s o o n e r  t h a n  " t h e s e  s e v e n  b r a v e

m en" h e a r d  t h e  w o rd

t h e y  d a s h e d  o f f — f o u r  on o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i e l d  
a n d  t h r e e  on t h e  o t h e r ,  u n t i l  t h e y  cam e up  w i th  
t h e  en em y , w hen t h e  c o n f l i c t  co m m en ced , t e r m i n a t i n g
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I n  t h e  d e a th  o f  L i e u t .  C a r l t o n  a n d  L o t t  W h ld d e n , 
b o t h  o f  C a p t a in  D u r r a n c e 's  co m p an y , a n d  W il l ia m  
P a r k e r  o f  C a p t .  H o o k e r ’ s  co m p an y . T h e s e  m en , 
w i t h  Jo h n  C . O a t s ,  o f  C a p t .  L e s l i e ’ s  c o m p an y , 
a n d  M c C o llo u g h  a n d  H. J .  H o l l i n g s w o r t h  o f  my 
com pany w e re  a l l  e n g a g e d  a g a i n s t  f ro m  40 t o  50 
s a v a g e s .  L i e u t .  C a r l t o n ,  a f t e r  s e c u r i n g  
W il l ia m  P a r k e r ,  w as s h o t  dow n, a n d  g a v e  h i s  g u n  
t o  O a t s ,  s a y i n g :  ” I  am d o n e ,  t a k e  my g u n  a n d
k i l l  o n e . ” O a ts  r a n  up a n d  s a i d ,  ” G iv e  me P a r k e r  
a n d  I  w i l l  t r y  t o  c a r r y  h im  a w a y ."  O a ts  t h e n  
p i c k e d  up P a r k e r  t o  p a s s  h im  a lo n g  t o  C a r l t o n ,  
who I m m e d ia te ly  s a i d ,  ” I  h a v e  g o t  I t ,  t o o . ” So 
h e  l a i d  P a r k e r  do w n , a n d  O a ts  r a n  I n  b e tw e e n  t h e  
I n d i a n s  an d  H o l l i n g s w o r t h ,  w hose  wound a t  f i r s t  
o n ly  a l l o w e d  h im  t o  c r a w l ; g e t t i n g  b e t t e r ,  h e  w as 
a b l e  t o  p u l l  h i m s e l f  up b y  a  s m a l l  t r e e ,  w h e re  
O a ts  h e lp e d  h im  on  h i s  h o r s e ,  a n d  w hen t h e  
I n d i a n s  w o u ld  c h a r g e  th e m . O a ts  w o u ld  p r e s e n t  
h i s  g u n  a s  I f  h e  w e re  g o in g  t o  f i r e  on th e m , 
t h e n  t h e y  w o u ld  f a l l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  I n  t h i s  way 
h e  g o t  o f f  w i t h  t h e  w ounded  H o l l i n g s w o r t h .
D u r in g  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  w o u ld  c u r s e  t h e  
w h i t e  m en— o n e ,  b e h in d  a  s tu m p , b e in g  w o u n d e d , 
c u r s e d  O a ts  a n d  t r i e d  t o  th ro w  r o t t e n  wood I n  
h i s  f a c e ,  t i l l  O a ts  l e f t  h im  f o r  d e a d .  One 
c h a r g e d  on W il l ia m  M c C u llo u g h , a s  I n  a  f l s t y -  
c u f f  f i g h t ,  t h e y  s t r i k i n g  a n d  f e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  
e m p ty  g u n s ,  h a d  I t  r o u n d  a n d  r o u n d ,  t i l l  M cC u llo u g h  
th r e w  down h i s  g u n ,  c le n c h e d  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n ,  
an d  th r e w  h im  down a n d  c a u g h t  a n d  h e l d  h i s  w r i s t s  
u n t i l  D a n i e l  C a r l t o n  r a n  t o  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  
c u t  t h e  I n d i a n ’ s t h r o a t ,  l e a v i n g  h im  f o r  d e a d .
The I n d i a n s  w e re  h e a r d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  t o  s a y ,
"W atch  t h a t  f e l l o w , ” m e a n in g  t h e  w ounded  
H o l l i n g s w o r t h .

C a p t a in  H o o k er c o n t i n u e d :

The l i t t l e  b a n d  l e f t  w i t h  t h e i r  w o u n d e d , 
l e a v i n g  t h r e e  d e a d  men an d  t h r e e  h o r s e s  on  t h e  
b a t t l e g r o u n d ,  a n d  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s a v a g e s  w e re  
w i l l i n g  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  o f f ,  t o o ,  b y  t h e i r  l e a v i n g  
one on t h e  g ro u n d  w i t h  h i s  g u n  b e n e a t h  h im . T h is  
I n d i a n  was a f t e r w a r d s  fo u n d  by  t h o s e  o f  o u r  p a r t y  
who w e n t t o  l o o k  f o r  t h e  d e a 4 , a n d  t h e  d o c t o r  h a d  
h im  h i t c h e d  t o  t h e  a x l e t r e e  o f  t h e  c a r t  a n d  h a u le d  
I n t o  camp f o r  a n a to m ic a l  p u r p o s e s .  I n  t h i s  g a l l a n t  
f i g h t  we h a d  t h r e e  men k i l l e d  an d  t h r e e  w o unded  ; 
O a ts  s l i g h t l y ,  by  a  b a l l  p a s s i n g  n e a r  t h e  l e f t

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



76

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  l e f t  e y e ;  D a n ie l  C a r l t o n ,  w ounded 
i n  t h e  a rm , b e tw e e n  t h e  w r i s t  a n d  e lb o w . T hey 
w i l l  s o o n  r e c o v e r .  H o l l i n g s w o r t h 's  i s  t h e  w o r s t ,  
t h e  b a l l  b e in g  lo d g e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k b o n e ,  
u n d e r  t h e  s h o u l d e r - b l a d e  ; b u t  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  h e  
w i l l  r e c o v e r .

T h e re  w e re  f i v e  w h i t e  men k i l l e d  i n  t h e  T i l l i s  

i n c i d e n t ,  a l l  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  T h ey  w e re  L t .  A ld e rm a n  C a r l t o n ,  

P v t .  L o t t  W h id d e n , P v t .  W il l ia m  P a r k e r ,  P v t .  R o b e r t  P .  P r in e  

a n d  P v t .  G e o rg e  H o w e ll .  S i x t e e n  I n d i a n s  w e re  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  

a t t a c k . 11

O th e r  s k i r m i s h e s  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  o c c u r r e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  

t o  t h e  s o u th  o f  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  a r e a .  By I 858 t h e  w h i t e  

men w e re  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r i d d i n g  c e n t r a l  P l o r i d a  o f  m o st o f  

t h e  S e m in o le s .  Some few  r e m a in e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  K is s im ­

m ee R i v e r ,  b u t  m o st h a d  b e e n  d r iv e n  i n t o  t h e  E v e r g la d e s  o r  

d e p o r t e d  t o  O k la h o m a . The n u m b er o f  S e m in o le s  r e s i d i n g  i n  

s o u t h e r n  P l o r i d a  w as 358 i n  1 9 OO. T h is  n u m b er w as r e d u c e d  t o  

275  i n  1 9 0 8 .^ ^  T oday  m o st  o f  t h e  S e m in o le s  l i v e  on t h r e e  

r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  s o u th  P l o r i d a .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  B r ig h to n  

R e s e r v a t i o n ,  n o r th w e s t  o f  L ak e  O k e e c h o b e e ;  t h e  B ig  C y p re s s  

R e s e r v a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  E v e r g la d e s  n e a r  t h e  T am iam i T r a i l ;  a n d  t h e  

t i n y  D a n ia  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  n e a r  t h e  to w n  o f  D a n ia  on  t h e  s o u th ­

e a s t  c o a s t .  As b e s t  a s  c a n  b e  d e t e r m i n e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t

1 ,0 0 0  S e m in o le s  p r e s e n t l y  (1 9 7 4 )  i n  F l o r i d a .  T h e s e  p e o p le  

w e re  s t i l l  t e c h n i c a l l y  a t  w a r  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n t i l
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1962  w hen t h e y  s ig n e d  a  p e a c e  t r e a t y .  Som e, e s p e c i a l l y  f ro m  

t h e  B r i g h to n  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  a r e  t a k i n g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c -  

s c h o o l  s y s te m  o f  G la d e s  C o u n ty .

I n  i 8 6 0 ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  n o  l o n g e r  p o s e d  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  

s e t t l e r s ,  a n d  f r o n t i e r s m e n  b e g a n  t u r n i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  

to w a rd  g o v e rn m e n t ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  new  c o u n ty .

P o lk  C o u n ty  i s  F o rm ed  

P o lk  C o u n ty  w as b o r n  d u r in g  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  t h e  War 

B e tw e e n  t h e  S t a t e s .  The c o u n ty  w as c a r v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  

r e a c h e s  o f  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  an d  t h e  s o u th w e s t e r n  t i p  o f  

B r e v a rd  C o u n ty . H i l l s b o r o u g h  c o v e re d  m o st o f  t h e  s o u t h -  

c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  o f  F l o r i d a  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  an d  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

c a t t l e  r e g i o n s  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  h a d  l i t t l e  i n  common w i t h  

t h e  b u s i n e s s  an d  s h ip p i n g  i n t e r e s t s  on t h e  w e s t  c o a s t .  The 

a r e a  a ro u n d  Tam pa a lo n e  h a d  f i v e  t im e s  a s  many p e o p le  a s  a l l  

o f  P o lk  C o u n ty . (T h e re  w e re  2 ,5 2 7  p e o p le  i n  H i l l s b o r o u g h  

C o u n ty  i n  t h e  i8 6 0  c e n s u s . T h e  m o st p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n  

f o r  d e s i r i n g  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u n ty  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  

f ro m  some s e c t i o n s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  t o  Tampa was 75 m i l e s .

T h i s  w as a  lo n g  way t o  t r a v e l  by  h o r s e  a n a  b u g g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

w hen t h e r e  w e re  few  good  r o a d s .

l^T h o m as G a s k in s ,  o w n er o f  C y p re s s  K n e e la n d ,  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  P a lm d a le ,  F l a . ,  F e b . l 4 , 1 9 7 4 .

S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  C om m erce, B u re a u  o f  t h e  
C e n s u s ,  E i g h th  C e n su s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i 8 6 0 :  H i l l s b o r o u g h
C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a .
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The i8 6 0  c e n s u s  sh o w ed  t h a t  1 ,3 6 6 ,  o r  m ore t h a n  h a l f ,  

o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  w ere  n a t i v e  F l o r i d i a n s .  

A n o th e r  1 ,0 0 6  w e re  b o r n  i n  o t h e r  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s ,  593 o f  

t h e s e  i n  G e o r g ia .  S i x ty - tw o  p e r s o n s  w ere  b o rn  i n  n o r t h e r n  

s t a t e s  an d  n i n e t y - t h r e e  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  A l l  o f  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  a n d  f o r e i g n  b o r n  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  Tampa a r e a .

T h e re  w e re  a p p r o x im a te ly  500 p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w o u ld  

b ecom e P o lk  C o u n ty ,  a l l  b o r n  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  

F l o r i d a  a n d  G e o r g ia .  A lm o st t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

P o lk  r e g i o n  w as l i s t e d  a s  f a r m e r s  o r  fa rm  l a b o r e r s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  Tampa a r e a  l i s t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m e r c h a n ts .  The num ber 

o f  f o r e i g n  b o r n  i n  t h e  Tampa a r e a  h ad  g r e a t l y  d e c r e a s e d  f ro m  

t h e  358 r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  I 8 5 O c e n s u s . T h i s  i s  p r o b a b ly  

b e c a u s e  Tampa was a  p o r t  o f  e n t r y  f o r  many p e o p le  who re m a in e d  

o n ly  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  a n d  t h e n  m oved t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

Some s o u r c e s  i n a c c u r a t e l y  g a v e  t h e  d a te  c f  P o l k 's  

f o u n d in g  a s  i 8 6 0 ,  b u t  i t  w as a c t u a l l y  i n  I 86 I .  The a c t  

c r e a t i n g  t h e  c o u n ty  was p a s s e d  b y  t h e  F l o r i d a  H ouse o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 8 6 I ,  a n d  s ig n e d  b y  J o h n  B. 

G a l b r a i t h ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u se ; i t  was p a s s e d  b y  t h e  

F l o r i d a  S e n a te  on F e b r u a r y  4 ,  I 8 6 I ,  a n d  s ig n e d  b y  T . J .  E p p e s ,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a te .  I t  w as a p p ro v e d  and  s ig n e d  on

1 5 t
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F e b r u a r y  8 , I 8 6 I ,  b y  M a tth e w  S . P e r r y ,  G o v e rn o r  o f  

P l o r i d a .

P o lk  C o u n ty  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  on  S a t u r d a y ,

A p r i l  1 3 , 1 8 6 1 . O n ly  I 36 p e o p le  I n  t h e  w h o le  c o u n ty  v o te d  

I n  t h e  b a l l o t i n g  w h ic h  e l e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  C o u n ty  C o m m is s io n .

T h is  w as o n ly  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n u m b er who c o u ld  h a v e  v o t e d .  

P o o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  I n d i f f e r e n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  m any o f  

t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e  low  t u r n o u t .

The f i r s t  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  C o m m iss io n  w as 

on J u n e  17a I 8 6 1 . M em bers o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  C o u n ty  C o m m is s io n e rs  

w e re  J o s e p h  M l z e l l e ,  R e a d d ln g  B l o u n t ,  Ja m e s  H a m il to n ,  an d  

I s s a c  W a te r s ,  a l l  c a t t l e m e n .  L . W. C o r n e l i u s  w as c o u n ty  

j u d g e .  P o lk  w as " l a i d  o f f "  I n t o  f o u r  v o t i n g  d i s t r i c t s ,  

c a l l e d  p r e c i n c t s .  The a r e a  t h a t  w as t o  beco m e  M u lb e r ry  was 

I n  p r e c i n c t s  nu m b er o n e  a n d  t h r e e .

The C i v i l  War

The C i v i l  War h a d  l e s s  e f f e c t  on s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  

P o lk  C o u n ty  t h a n  on  m o st a r e a s  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  th o u g h  many 

y o u n g  men e n l i s t e d  I n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A rm y. I n  i8 6 0  a  

m l l l t l a  com pany w as o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  C a p t a in  W. B. V a rn  a s  

I t s  h e a d .  The com pany p r a c t i c e d  d r i l l i n g  a t  t h e  new  c o u n ty

^ ^ P e n l n s u l a r , M arch  2 ,  I 8 6 I .

^ ^ P e n i n s u l a r , A p r i l  2 0 ,  I 8 6 I .

^ ^ P o lk  C o u n ty  R e c o rd  ( B a r t o w ) ,  O c t .  2 8 ,  1 9 2 1 . 
H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  R e c o r d . I t  I s  I n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  
t h a t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  f ro m  t h i s  m e e t in g  a u t h o r i z e  
p a y m e n t o f  s a l a r i e s  an d  m i l e a g e  t o t a l i n g  $ 2 6 .6 0  f o r  c o u n ty  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s .
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s i t e  o f  Mud L a k e . T hey p r a c t i c e d  a t  v a r i o u s  t im e s  " u n t i l

t h e  m ore s e r i o u s  p h a s e  o f  t h e  w a r  c h a n g e d  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e

I n t o  a c t u a l  h o s t i l i t i e s . "  A t t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  o l d  m l l l t l a

com pany w as r e i n f o r c e d  a n d  r e o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  C a p ta in  N. S.

B l o u n t .  T hey  " l e f t  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  B a r to w  a f t e r  a  g r e a t

d i n n e r  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  th em  e a r l y  I n  M a rc h , 1 8 6 2 ." ^ ^

The m em bers o f  t h e  com pany n e e d e d  t o  b e  f o r t i f i e d

w i t h  t h a t  d i n n e r ,  f o r  t h e y  s e t  o u t  on a  m arc h  t h r o u g h  t h e

w oods t o  G a i n e s v i l l e ,  w h e re  t h e y  w e re  m u s t e r e d  I n t o  C o n f e d e r a t e

s e r v i c e  a s  Company E ,  7 th  F l o r i d a  R e g im e n t .  The f o l l o w i n g

m u s te r  r o l l  o f  t h e  com pany w as f u r n i s h e d  b y  G. W. H en d ry  t o

t h e  B a r to w  C o u r l e r - I n f o r m a n t  I n  1 8 9 3 . The n o t a t i o n  " k i l l e d "

w as p l a c e d  a f t e r  t h e  nam es o f  L t .  H en ry  M a n s f i e l d ,  W il l ia m

H o o k e r ,  W. P . R o g e r s ,  A l b e r t  S e w a rd ,  J im  S m ith ,  S im on T u rm an ,

an d  G e o rg e  W o o d ard . " M is s in g  a f t e r  b a t t l e "  w as t h e  n o t a t i o n

a f t e r  t h e  nam es o f  L . W. C o r n e l i u s  a n d  J o e  V a rn :

MUSTER ROLL

N. S . B l o u n t ,  C a p ta in  
J .  W. W h ld d en , F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t  
Z . S e w a rd , S e c o n d  L i e u t e n a n t  
H en ry  M a n s f i e l d ,  T h i r d  L i e u t e n a n t  
Hamp J o h n s o n ,  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t  
W il l ia m  Gay

A ltm a n ,  L uke B ro w n , D a n i e l
B l o u n t ,  J .  J .  C o r n e l i u s ,  L . W.
B l o u n t ,  0 .  R . C a t h c a r t ,  W il l ia m
B u l lo c h ,  A. J .  C rum , D a n i e l
B ro w n , W il l ia m  C o o k , W ils o n
B row n, R ig  C a r l t o n ,  W rig h t
B ra n d o n ,  D ave C a r l t o n ,  R eu b en

19 H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  l 6 .
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D a v i s ,  Edmund 
D a v i s ,  Jam es 
D r i g g e r s ,  H enry  
D u r r a n c e ,  R a f o rd  
E l l i s ,  J a c k  
F l e t c h e r ,  Jam es 
F e r g u s o n ,  D a n ie l  
G a s k i n s ,  Jam es  
G uy , W il l ia m  
H e n d ry ,  W il l ia m  
H e n d ry ,  A l b e r t  
H e n d ry ,  J .  M. 
H e n d ry ,  J .  W. 
H o o k e r ,  W il l ia m  
H o o k e r ,  S te p h e n  
H a n c o c k , M a r t in  
H a n c o c k , Sam 
H u l l ,  S te p h e n  
H i l l a r d ,  W il l ia m  
H i l l ,  H en ry  
J a c k s o n ,  W il l ia m  
J o h n s o n ,  S o l  
J o r d a n ,  D a n ie l  
K e e n , A . J .
K e e n , J im  
H e n ry ,  D. T . 
M cA u ley , R o b e r t  
M cA u ley , W i l l  
M c C le l l a n d ,  S i  
M c C le l l a n d ,  J o e

81

M a rs h , P u t  
M c C le l la n d ,  Mac 
M c C le l la n d ,  W il l ia m  
O 'N e a l ,  Jo h n  
P a t ,  D a v id  
P o l l a r d ,  J o h n  
P i t t s ,  J im  
P a t r i c k ,  V ic k  
P e a r c e ,  T . C.
R o g e r s ,  W. P .
R im e r , A le x  
S ew ard  J im  
S e w a rd , F e l i x  
S e w a rd , A l b e r t  
S m ith ,  J im  
S h e p p a rd ,  W ash 
S h e p p a rd ,  W il l ia m  
T u rm an , Sim on 
U n d e r h i l l ,  J o h n  
V a r n ,  W. B.
V a r n ,  J o e  
W i l l i a m s ,  Lew 
W il l ia m s ,  N a th  
W i l l i a m s ,  Jo h n  
W i l l i a m s ,  J im  
W a ld ro n , D a n i e l  
W h id d en , Max 
W eeks, C a ry  
W o o d ard , G e o rg e

I n  N o v em b er, I 86 I ,  a n o t h e r  e l e c t i o n  w as h e ld  f o r  a  

f u l l  s e t  o f  c o u n ty  o f f i c e r s ,  w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c h o ic e  

o f  H. S .  S ew ard  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  ; J .  J . B l o u n t ,  c l e r k  o f  

t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ;  L . W. C o r n e l i u s ,  J u d g e  o f  p r o b a t e  ; H. L. 

M i t c h e l l ,  s t a t e  s o l i c i t o r ;  E . T , K e n d r ic k ,  s h e r i f f ;  F .  A. 

H e n d ry ,  R e a d d in g  B l o u n t ,  I s a a c  W a te rs  a n d  J o s e p h  M i z e l l e ,  

c o u n ty  c o m m is s io n e r s 21

^ I n f o r m a n t , May 2 5 ,  1893* 

^ H e th e r in g t o n ,  o p . . c i t . ,  p .  2 0 .
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The s h e r i f f  w as ex  o f f i c i o  t a x  a s s e s s o r  an d  c o l l e c ­

t o r .  "He m ade h i s  l i s t s  a n d  k e p t  h i s  b o o k s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  

own c h o ic e  o f  s t y l e ,  a n d  m ade h i s  r e c o r d s  a n d  t u r n e d  o v e r  

m oneys w hen c a l l e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  c o u n ty  c o m m is s io n e r s ."

A f t e r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  M a jo r  B l o u n t ’ s com pany i n  M a rc h , 

1 8 6 2 , W il l ia m  D u r r a n c e  a c t e d  a s  s h e r i f f  and  J o h n  D a v id s o n  

was c l e r k  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r T h e r e  

a r e  n o  r e c o r d s  known t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  c o u n ty  t h a t  g iv e  any  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  up t o  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  "T he  t a x e s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  a n y  one y e a r  

up t o  1866  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s  n e v e r  a m o u n te d  t o  $ 1 ,0 0 0 .  No 

c o u r t s  w ere  h e l d  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s  o f  s t r i f e ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  t a x e s  

c o l l e c t e d  d u r in g  t h a t  t i m e ,  a f t e r  p a y in g  t h e  c o m m is s io n e rs  

a n d  s h e r i f f  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  w ere  u s e d  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  th e  

p o o r  s o l d i e r s '  f a m i l i e s . "  C o m m itte e s  w e re  a p p o in t e d  f o r  e a c h  

c o m m is s io n e r ’ s d i s t r i c t  t o  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e i r  w a n t s ,  an d  th e  

t a x  m oney was t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  th em  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  b y  t h e  

s h e r i f f .  " S p in n in g  w h e e ls  w ere  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s '  

w i v e s ,  a n d  Ja m e s  B. Crum w as e l e c t e d  w h e e lm a k e r  a t  a  c o s t  o f  

$ 8 .5 0  p e r  s p in n i n g  w h e e l ,  a n d  h e  d i d  h i s  w o rk  f a i t h f u l l y  

a n d  h o n e s t l y .

C a t t l e m a n  J a c o b  S u m m erlin  w as e a s i l y  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  

man i n  t h e  c o u n ty  d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. T h e re  a r e  d i f f e r i n g

2 2 i b i d .

23'I b i d . , p .  2 1 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



83
a c c o u n t s  o f  how he  g o t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  c a t t l e  b u s i n e s s .

M ost r e c o r d s  a g r e e  t h a t  h e  i n h e r i t e d  tw e n ty  N e g ro  s l a v e s  

w o r th  a b o u t  $ 1 ,0 0 0  e a c h .  " H a v in g  no  t a s t e  f o r  p l a n t a t i o n  

l i f e ,  h e  t r a d e d  th em  t o  a  Tam pa man f o r  s i x  th o u s a n d  r a n g e  

c a t t l e  w h ic h  w e re  ro a m in g  o v e r  t h e  b r o a d  p l a i n s  s t r e t c h i n g  

fro m  P o r t  M eade t o  t h e  C a lo o s a h a t c h e e  R i v e r . "  I n  t h e  l 8 4 0 ’ s 

a n d  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  he  b u i l t  up a  p h e n o m e n a l  c a t t l e  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  C u b a .^ ^

D u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War S u m m e rlin  was one o f  t h e  p r i n ­

c i p a l  c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  f u r n i s h  b e e f  t o  t h e  C o n f e d e ra c y .  He 

w as a l lo w e d  t o  t a k e  a  d e t a i l  o f  t w e n ty - f o u r  men fro m  among 

t h e  4 th  an d  7 th  P l o r i d a  r e g i m e n t s  t o  h e lp  h im , some o f  whom 

w e re  m em bers o f  C a p ta in  N. S . B l o u n t 's  Company E . S e v e r a l  

o t h e r  c a t t l e m e n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s u p p ly i n g  b e e f ,  b u t  S u m m erlin  

was " e n t r u s t e d  w i th  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t . "  A bou t 

s i x  h u n d r e d  h e a d  a w eek  w e re  d r i v e n  f ro m  t h e  C a lo o s a h a tc h e e  

R iv e r  t o  B a ld w in ,  j u s t  b e lo w  t h e  G e o r g ia  s t a t e  l i n e — a f o r t y -  

d a y  t r i p .  He s e t  up h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  P o r t  O gden on t h e  P e a c e  

R i v e r ,  w h e re  h e  a s s e m b le d  t r a i l  h e r d s  f o r  t h e  lo n g  d r iv e  

n o r t h w a r d . T h u s ,  t h e  lo n g  d r i v e  b e g a n  i n  P l o r i d a  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  b e t t e r - k n o w n  d r i v e  i n  T e x a s  w h ic h  b e g a n  i n

1 8 6 5 .

D u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  tw o y e a r s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  S u m m erlin  

p r o v id e d  t h e  C o n f e d e ra c y  w i t h  2 5 ,0 0 0  s t e e r s ,  f o r  w h ic h  h e

^ ^ D e m o c ra t , O c t .  1 5 , 1 9 7 3 , p .  4 .
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w as t o  b e  p a i d  $8  a p i e c e .  " I n  t h e  e n d ,  p a t r i o t i c  J a k e  

n e t t e d  e x a c t l y  n o t h i n g ,  f o r  n o n e  o f  t h e  am o u n t w as p a id  i n  

c a s h ,  a n d  w hen i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d ,  t h e  c a s h  w as w o r t h l e s s .  

By t h e  f a l l  o f  1863^ b o t h  U n io n  a n d  C o n f e d e r a t e  i n t e r e s t s  

w e re  b e in g  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  b e e f  f ro m  s o u th  P l o r i d a .

When S u m m e rlin  h a d  d i s c h a r g e d  h i s  m e a t - p r o c u r i n g  c o n ­

t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  C o n f e d e ra c y — p r o b a b l y  i n  I 8 6 3 — h e e n g a g e d  i n  

b lo c k a d e  r u n n in g  w i th  C a p t .  J a m e s  McKay o f  T am pa. T h e i r  

s h a l l o w - d r a f t  s id e w h e e l  s t e a m e r ,  c a l l e d  t h e  " S c o t t i s h  Q u e e n ,"  

i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  e lu d e d  Y ankee  g u n b o a ts  on  p a t r o l  b e tw e e n  

Key W est a n d  t h e  D ry T o r tu g a s  " n o  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  t im e s  d u r in g  

th e  l a s t  tw o  y e a r s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. " ^^

T hey c a r r i e d  b o a t l o a d s  o f  S u m m e r l in 's  r a n g e  c a t t l e ,  

"m uch i n  dem and by  t h e  S p a n is h  f o r c e s  t h e n  s t a t i o n e d  i n  

C u b a ,"  a n d  r e t u r n e d  w i th  f l o u r ,  b a c o n ,  s u g a r ,  s a l t  and  

t o b a c c o ,  w h ic h  w e re  s o ld  a t  p rem iu m  p r i c e s  t o  P l o r i d a  s e t t l e r s .  

The p r o j e c t  r e p o r t e d l y  m ade McKay r i c h  a n d  S u m m e rlin  e v e n  

r i c h e r  t h a n  b e f o r e .  N e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r ,  S u m m e rlin  

f o re s a w  i n c r e a s e d  t r a d e  w i t h  S p a n is h -o w n e d  Cuba a f t e r  h o s ­

t i l i t i e s  c e a s e d .  He b u i l t  a  w h a r f  a t  P u n ta  R a s s a ,  w h e re  t h e  

C a lo o s a h a t c h e e  R iv e r  e m p t i e s  i n t o  t h e  G u l f  o f  M ex ico  n e a r

2 ^ 1 b i d .

^ ^ D e m o c ra t , O c t .  2 2 , 1 9 7 3 , p . 4 .
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The c a t t l e  f r o n t i e r  w as i n  f u l l  f lo w e r  i n  P l o r i d a  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W ar. J a c o b  a n d  h i s  s o n ,  Sam S u m m e r lin , 

s t a r t e d  t h e i r  c a t t l e  d r i v e s  n e a r  S t .  A u g u s t in e .  L o c a l  c a t t l e ­

men ro u n d e d  up t h e i r  a n im a ls  a t  s p e c i f i e d  p o i n t s  w h e re  t h e  

S u m m e rlin s  b o u g h t  w h a t t h e y  w a n te d ,  t h e n  m oved o n .  L a rg e  

o p e r a t o r s  b u i l t  p e n s ,  s p a c e d  a t  I n t e r v a l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  

d a y 's  d r i v e .  I n  w h ic h  t h e  a n im a ls  w e re  k e p t  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  

w h i l e  t h e y  a n d  t h e  d r i v e r s  r e s t e d .

One m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  P l o r i d a  a n d  w e s t e r n  

c a t t l e  f r o n t i e r s  w as t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The r a i l r o a d s '  

c o m m e rc ia l  I n v o lv e m e n t  I n  t h e  c a t t i e - t o w n  l i v e s t o c k  m a r k e t  

o f  t h e  W est w as c o n s i d e r a b l e . I n  P l o r i d a ,  t h e  s h i p p i n g  

I n d u s t r y  p l a y e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  r a i l r o a d . The m ain  

P l o r i d a  c a t t l e  t r a i l  com m enced n e a r  S t .  A u g u s t in e  a n d  w e n t 

s o u th w a rd  down t h e  S t .  J o h n 's  R i v e r ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  K iss im m e e  

V a l l e y  I n  e a s t e r n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  s o u th  t o  P o r t  B a s s l n g e r ,  

a ro u n d  t h e  n o r th w e s t  s h o r e  o f  L ake  O k e e c h o b e e  t o  P o r t  

T h o m p so n , t h e n  t o  P u n ta  R a s s a ,  n e a r  P o r t  M y e r s . P r o m  P u n ta  

R a s s a ,  t h e  c a t t l e  w e re  lo a d e d  on s h i p s  f o r  s a l e  I n  C uba o r  

o t h e r  a r e a s .  L a t e r  t h e  s to c k y a r d s  a n d  s h ip p i n g  c e n t e r  

m oved t o  T am pa, w h e re  s l a u g h t e r  h o u s e s  e x i s t  t o  t h i s  d a y .

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, c a r p e t b a g g e r s  d i d  n o t  d e s c e n d  

on P o lk  C o u n ty ,  a s  t h e y  d i d  on some o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e

2 9 ib 3 ^ .

^ ^ R o b e r t  R. D y k s t r a ,  The C a t t l e  Towns (New Y o rk : 
A th e n lu m , 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  7 9 .

^ ^ D e m o c ra t , O c t .  2 2 ,  1 9 7 3 , p .  4 .
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s t a t e .  T h e re  w as a s  o f  y e t  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  a t t r a c t  a n y o n e  o t h e r  

t h a n  c a t t l e m e n  o r  h u n t e r s .  N e g ro  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s  w e re  b y  no  

m eans r a r e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  b u t  no n e  e v e r  h e l d  l o c a l  

o f f i c e  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty .  D u r in g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P o lk  C o u n ty  

w as r e p r e s e n t e d  I n  t h e  U. S . C o n g re s s  f o r  tw o  t e r m s  b y  a 

N e g ro ,  J o s l a h  T . W a lls  o f  G a i n e s v i l l e .  The f i r s t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

o f  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  J o n a th a n  C. G ib b s , was a l s o  a  

N e g ro .  The t h i r d  t im e  W a l l s  r a n  f o r  C o n g re s s  h e  w as d e f e a t e d  

by  a  w h i t e  m an , S i l a s  L . N lb l a c k  o f  C o lu m b ia  C o u n ty .  N ib l a c k  

w as t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  l a t e  S i l a s  S . N lb l a c k  who w as S u p e r in ­

t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty  f o r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .

C a r p e tb a g  r u l e  I n  t h e  s t a t e  c o n t in u e d  u n t i l  I 8 7 8 , 

w hen t h e  D e m o c ra ts  u n i t e d  t o  e l e c t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  D e m o c ra t ,  

G e o rg e  P .  D rew , a s  g o v e r n o r .  The R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  g o v e rn m e n t 

w as c r e d i t e d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f r e e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  I n  t h e  

s t a t e ,  b u t  t h i s  w as n o t  d o n e  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty . I n  f a c t ,

P o lk  C o u n ty  w as a f f e c t e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  by  e i t h e r  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n ts .

T he p o p u l a t i o n  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  I n  I 8 7 O w as 3 , l 6 9 ,  o f  

w h ic h  4 8 l  p e r s o n s  w e re  l i s t e d  a s  b l a c k .  M o st o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  

w e re  f ro m  n o r t h  F l o r i d a  a n d  G e o r g i a ,  w i th  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e

3 2 R e c o rd ,  May 31a 1 9 3 3 . 

^ ^M c N e e ly , o p . c i t . , p .  4 .
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r e s t  c o m in g  f ro m  o t h e r  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s .  O n ly  tw o  i n h a b i t a n t s  

w e re  n o r t h e r n  b o r n ,  a n d  tw e lv e  w e re  f o r e i g n  b o r n . T h e  

1870  c e n s u s ,  h o w e v e r .  I s  n o t  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  v e r y  a c c u r a t e .

Some p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  a s  w h i t e  I n  i8 6 0  a n d  I 88 O w e re  l i s t e d  

a s  b l a c k  I n  1 8 7 0 .^ ^

E a r ly  L i f e  I n  P o lk  

One o f  t h e  b e s t  a c c o u n t s  o f  e a r l y  l i f e  I n  t h e  M ul­

b e r r y  a r e a  com es fro m  a  1933 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  G eo rg e  R . F o r tn e r  

o f  B r a d le y .  F o r t n e r  was b o r n  I n  I r w in  C o u n ty ,  G e o r g i a ,  n e a r  

T i f t o n ,  on  J a n u a r y  8 ,  I 8 5 8 . H is  f a t h e r  w as a  C a p t a in  I n  

t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Arm y. The e l d e r  F o r t n e r  r e m a in e d  I n  G e o rg ia  

f o r  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  t h e n  " w h ip p e d  an d  d i s g u s t e d ,  h e  

c o n c lu d e d  t o  h u n t  new c o u n t r y  a n d  new s u r r o u n d i n g s . "

L e a v in g  home on D ecem ber 2 0 , I 8 6 7 , t h e  f a m i ly  t o o k  n i n e t e e n  

d a y s  t o  r e a c h  o l d  F o r t  S o c ru m , 10 m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

c i t y  o f  L a k e la n d .  " T h e re  was n o t  a  h o u s e  n e a r e r  t o  L a k e la n d  

t h a n  tw o  m i l e s  a n d  n o t  a  r a i l r o a d  n e a r e r  t h a n  G a i n e s v i l l e . "

S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  C om m erce, B u re a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  
N in th  C e n su s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , I 87O: P o lk  C o u n ty , F l o r i d a .
T h i s  w as t h e  f i r s t  c e n s u s  f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty . T h e re  w e re  
s e v e r a l  I n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  n o t e d ,  b u t  t h e s e  w e re  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  
m in o r  I m p o r ta n c e .  M rs . S t e v i e  P o w e l l ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i a n ,  
se em s t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  c e n s u s  t a k e r  w as a  s c a la w a g  who 
d e l i g h t e d  I n  c l a s l f y l n g  c e r t a i n  w h i t e s  a s  b l a c k  I n  h i s  
t a l l y .

^ ^ E l g h th  C e n s u s ,  i8 6 0 ;  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty ;  N in th  
C e n s u s ,  I 87 O: P o lk  C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a ; U. S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f
C om m erce, B u re a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s ,  T e n th  C e n su s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  . 1880  : P o lk  C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a .
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F o r t n e r  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  "w as a  g ro w n  m an" b e f o r e  h e  saw a 

r a i l r o a d  t r a i n ' .

F o r t n e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  two r o a d s  f ro m  

B a r to w  t o  Tam pa, one  by  way o f  M e d u l la ,  s o u th  o f  P l a n t  C i t y ,  

t h e  o t h e r  b y  K eysv i l l e  on t o  T a m p a."  The l a t t e r  r o a d  p a s s e d  

v e ry  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  M u lb e r ry .  When th e  F o r tn e r s  

s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a ,  t h e y  b e g a n  r a i s i n g  c a t t l e ,  w h ic h  

th e y  s o ld  t o  make a  l i v i n g .  The n e a r e s t  s t o r e s  w e re  i n  

B a r to w , w h e re  t h e r e  " w a s n 't  a  p a i n t e d  h o u s e  i n  to w n ."  T h e re  

w e re  o n ly  tw o s t o r e s  i n  B a r to w , o n e  ow ned by  a  D a v id  H u g h e s , 

t h e  o t h e r  by  a  man nam ed C a r p e n te r .  A c c o rd in g  t o  F o r t n e r ,  

" f l o u r  was $ l8 -$ 2 0  a  b a r r e l  o f  200 p o u n d s .  I f  we g e t  o u t  

o f  c o f f e e  o r  to b a c c o  an d  M r. H ughes o r  M r. C a r p e n te r  d i d n ' t  

h a v e  a n y ,  o u r  n e x t  c h a n c e  w as Tampa a n d  t h e r e  w ere  o n ly  f i v e  

s t o r e s  i n  T am pa.

At t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  e r a ,  t h e  a r e a  

w as e x p e r i e n c i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  i t s  g r o w th .  P o lk  C o u n ty  " h a d  

n o b le  an d  g o o d  c i t i z e n s , "  b u t  t h e  c o u n ty  l a b o r e d  u n d e r  m ore 

d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t h a n  a lm o s t  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  

i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a  s te a m b o a t  l a n d i n g  n e a r e r  t h a n  

Tam pa, 50 m i l e s  away an d  n o t  a  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  n e a r e r  t h a n  

G a i n e s v i l l e ,  l6 0  m i l e s  d i s t a n t . L i k e  m o s t  p l a c e s  on th e

" R e m in is c e n s e s  o f  G e o rg e  R. F o r t n e r , "  R e c o rd ,
May 4 ,  1 9 3 3 .

37ibid.
^ ^ F l o r i d a  Im m ig ra n t  ( T a l l a h a s s e e ) ,  1 8 7 7 . No d a te  

g iv e n  on n e w s c l ip p in g  fo u n d  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  
o t h e r  t h a n  y e a r .
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w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  w as b a s i c a l l y  I s o l a t e d  f ro m  

t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld .

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  m o s t  f r o n t i e r  a r e a s ,  t h e  P o lk  a r e a  

d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  f a v o r a b l e  p u b l i c  im a g e  a s  l a t e  a s  1 8 7 7 . As 

i n  t h e  W e s t ,  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e s o r t e d  t o  v i g i l a n t e  

j u s t i c e  t o  d e t e r  c r i m i n a l s .  I t  w as s a i d  t h a t  ’’some p e o p le  

l i v i n g  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  o b j e c t  t o  P o lk  s a y in g  th e y  l i k e  

t h e  c o u n ty ,  b u t  a r e  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "  When a s k e d  why 

th e y  w e re  a f r a i d  t h e y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  " t h e  P o lk  c i t i z e n s  k i l l  

p e o p le  a n d  a r e  n o t  p u n i s h e d  b y  t h e  l a w ."  T h i s  a c c u s a t i o n  

was a n s w e re d  b y  a  man i d e n t i f i e d  o n ly  a s  " P .  S . "  s a y i n g :

I  b e g  l e a v e  t o  c o r r e c t  s u c h  r e p o r t s  b e f o r e  t h e y  
g e t  c o l d .  P e o p le  t h a t  a b id e  b y  o u r  law s  a r e  n e v e r  
m o le s te d  i n  t h e  l e a s t .  Any p e o p le  t h a t  a r e  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  c o u n ty  w e r e ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  v e r y  b a d  
d e s p e r a d o e s ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p le  c o u ld  n o t  l i v e  i n  p e a c e  
a n d  s a f e t y  f o r  th e m . N e a r ly  e v e r y  one o f  th em  w e re  
m u r d e r e r s  o f  t h e  d e e p e s t  d y e ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly  p e o p le  
w e re  a f r a i d  o f  th e m . P o lk  C o u n ty  i s  n o t  a  good  
p l a c e  f o r  b a d  men t o  l o c a t e  i n  a n d  b e g in  t h e i r  
r a s c a l i t y .  We h a v e  a  g o o d  s h e r i f f  a n d  h e  i s  n o t  
a f r a i d  t o  a r r e s t  a  man b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  m u rd e re d  
s o m e o n e .3 9

O th e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  a r e a  w e re  e v e n  m o re  d i s c o u r a g ­

i n g  t o  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  s e t t l e r .  G e o rg e  M. B a r b o u r ,  a  c o r ­

r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  t h e  C h ic a g o  T im e s , v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t o  

t h e  n o r t h  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  J a n u a r y ,  iBBO. H is  j o u r n e y  

to o k  h im  t h r o u g h  S u m te r  a n d  H e rn a n d o  C o u n t i e s ,  b u t  h i s  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  w e re  m ea n t f o r  a l l  o f  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  An 

i d e a  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  a n d  im p r o p e r  d i e t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  c a n  be  

s e e n  f ro m  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n :

39ibid.
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. . . c l a y - e a t i n g ,  g a u n t ,  p a l e ,  t a l l o w y ,  l e a t h e r -  
s k in n e d ;  s t u p i d ,  s t o l i d ,  s t a r i n g  e y e s ,  d e a d  
a n d  l u s t e r l e s s ;  u n k em p t h a i r ,  g e n e r a l l y  to w  
c o l o r e d ;  a n d  s u c h  a  s h i f t l e s s ,  s l o u c h i n g  
m a n n e r .  S im p ly  w h i t e  s a v a g e s — o r  l i v i n g  w h i t e  
m um m ies, w o u ld  p e r h a p s  b e t t e r  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  
d e a d - a l i v e  l o o k s  a n d  a c t i o n s .  Who, o r  w h a t ,  
t h e s e  '*c r a c k e r s "  a r e ,  f ro m  whom d e s c e n d e d ,  o r  
w h a t n a t i o n a l i t y ,  o r  w h a t b e c o m e s  o f  th e m , i s  
on e  among t h e  many u n s o lv e d  m y s t e r i e s  i n  t h i s  
s t a t e .

B a r b o u r  c o n t i n u e d ,  " s t u p i d  a n d  s h i f t l e s s ,  y e t  s l y  an d  v i n ­

d i c t i v e ,  t h e y  a r e  a  b l o c k  i n  t h e  p a th w a y  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

B a r b o u r ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  w as a c c o m p a n ie d

b y  t h e  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t ,  U l y s s e s  S . G r a n t ,  when h e  m ade t h i s

J o u r n e y  a n d  h i s  o b v io u s  h o s t i l i t i e s  to w a rd  t h e  S o u th  w e re

n o t  a t  a l l  uncommon i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .

B a r b o u r  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  hom es o f  t h e  " c r a c k e r s "  i n  much

t h e  sam e w ay :

T h e i r  c a b in s  w e re  b a r e  l o g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w i th  low  
r o o f s ,  n o  d o o r  o r  w in d o w s— m e r e ly  o p e n in g s  o r  
f i r e p l a c e s ;  n o  f i l l i n g  b e tw e e n  t h e  l o g s ,  a n d  
u s u a l l y  n o  f l o o r s  ; no  o u t h o u s e ,  w e l l s  o r  f e n c e s  ; 
an d  no g a r d e n s  o r  p l a n t s ,  e x c e p t  a  s w e e t  p o t a t o  
p a t c h .  A n e a r  l a k e  o r  s p r i n g  s u p p l i e s  t h e i r  
w a t e r ;  h o g s ,  c a t t l e  a n d  game t h e i r  m e a t ;  a n d  
t h e  t o p s  o f  c a b b a g e  p a l m e t t o e s ,  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s ,  
an d  w i l d  f r u i t s ,  fo rm  a lm o s t  t h e i r  o n ly  d i e t  ; 
w h i l e  p e l l e t s  o f  c l a y  e a t e n  a s  s e a s o n i n g  
i n g r e d i e n t  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  n e e d e d  s a l t  an d  
p e p p e r .

^^ G eo rg e  M. B a r b o u r ,  F l o r i d a  f o r  T o u r i s t s , I n v a l i d s  
a n d  S e t t l e r s  (New Y o rk : D. A p p le to n  an d  C o . ,  I b b 2 ) ,  p .  5 4 .

^ ^ I b i d .
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A d i f f e r e n t  v ie w  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a  a r e a  w as g iv e n  b y  E r n e s t  B. Simmons o f  P o r t  M ead e , 

h i m s e l f  o n e  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty ’ s e a r l i e s t  p i o n e e r s .  Simmons 

a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  " e x c e l l e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o f  

P o lk  C o u n ty ."  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  " w e re  s t u r d y ,  

h o n e s t .  G o d - f e a r i n g  men a n d  wom en, who r e s p e c t e d  an d  t r u s t e d  

e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e r e  w e re  n o  lo c k s  on t h e  d o o r s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  

an d  a  m a n 's  w o rd  w as c o n s id e r e d  a s  h i s  b o n d ."  Simmons b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  o f  a l l  t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, 

" t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  who w e re  a t  a l l  r o g u i s h . "  

Simm ons s t a t e d  t h a t  "On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  I  h a v e  o n ly  t o  c a l l  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  s u c h  f a m i l i e s  a s  t h e  B l o u n t s ,  W h id d e n s , D u r r a n c e s ,  

a n d  T i l l i s e s  t o  show  t h e  b é n é f i c i e n t  e f f e c t  o f  good  b l o o d  

a n d  c o r r e c t  e a r l y  t r a i n i n g . S i m m o n s ’ s  v ie w s  w ere  p r o b a b l y  

a s  l o p s i d e d  a s  B a r b o u r ’ s .  The t r u t h  p r o b a b ly  w as so m ew h ere

b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o  a c c o u n t s .

S e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a  was p r o g r e s s i n g  s lo w ly  b u t  

n o t  s u r e l y .  B ad p u b l i c i t y  w as o f  c o u r s e  one f a c t o r ,  b u t  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  f a c t o r  w as t h e  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  t o  

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  

w as n o t  u n l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  A m e ric a n  W e st. S e t t l e r s  came by

c o v e r e d  w ag o n s a n d  w e re  a t  t im e s  m et by  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n s .

E a r ly  n e w s p a p e r s  g a v e  som ew hat s k e tc h y  a c c o u n t s  o f  S e m in o le

42 L e a d e r , A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 1 6 .
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a t t a c k s  on w h i t e  s e t t l e r s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s  t h e r e  w e re  

o n ly  a b o u t  100 S e m ln o le s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  by  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  

t h e  C i v i l  W ar, m o s t  o f  t h e s e  h a d  b e e n  p u s h e d  i n t o  t h e  

E v e r g l a d e s .  By I 8 8 O, t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  t w e n ty - e i g h t  I n d i a n s  

r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n ty .

T h ro u g h  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  re m a in e d  unknow n 

e x c e p t  t o  a  c o m p a r a t i v e ly  few  c a t t l e m e n  an d  o ld  s e t t l e r s .

The p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  l a t e  a s  I 88 O, w as o n ly  3 ,2 0 6 ,  a l l  b u t  13 

o f  whom w e re  s o u th e r n  b o r n ,  an d  o n ly  108 o f  whom w e re  N e g ro .

I t  w as e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  r i c h  l a n d s  an d  d e l i g h t f u l  l o c a t i o n  

c o u ld  n o t  lo n g  r e m a in  u n n o t i c e d ,  an d  i n  t h e  I 88 O' s ch a n g e  

b e g a n  r a p i d l y .  E dw ard  W. H a rd e n ,  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  T im e s -U n io n  

o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e  i n  I 8 8 8 , s t a t e d :  "T he  n e a r e s t  r a i l r o a d  t o  t h i s  

p o i n t  (B a r to w )  t e n  y e a r s  a g o  was m ore t h a n  100 m i l e s ,  a n d  

m a i l s  came n o t  o f t e n e r  t h a n  o n c e  o r  tw i c e  a  w e e k . B y  

1 8 8 3 , t h e  n e a r e s t  r a i l r o a d  was o n ly  15 m i l e s  fro m  B a r to w .

The p o i n t  on  t h e  r a i l r o a d  n e a r e s t  B a rto w  w as c a l l e d  B a r to w  

J u n c t i o n ,  now L ake  A l f r e d .  The l i n e ,  b u i l t  by  H en ry  B. P l a n t ,  

r a n  fro m  J a c k s o n v i l l e  t o  Tam pa.

^^T e n th  C e n su s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  I 88 O: P o lk
C o u n ty  F l o r i d a .

'• '‘i M d .

B a rto w  A d v an ce  C o u r i e r , J u n e  1 2 , I 8 8 8 . T h is  was 
t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r l y  p u b l i s h e d  n e w s p a p e r  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty . I t  
w as p u b l i s h e d  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  one y e a r .  H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  C o u r i e r .
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Tampa

P o s t - w a r  s t a g n a t i o n  I n  Tampa w as o v e rc o m e  i n  I 883  

w hen H en ry  B r a d le y  P l a n t  p u s h e d  h i s  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  I n t o  t h e  

c i t y  f ro m  S a n f o r d .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  V i c e n te  M a r t in e z  Ybor 

m oved h i s  c i g a r  f a c t o r y  f ro m  Key W est t o  a  4 0 - a c r e  s i t e  n o r t h  

o f  to w n  now known a s  Y bor C i ty .  Cuban c lg a r m a k e r s  p o u r e d  

I n  a s  o t h e r  f a c t o r i e s  w e re  s e t  u p .  H a n d r o i l e d  c i g a r s  becam e 

s y m b o l ic  o f  t h e  c i t y .

P l a n t  o p e n e d  t h e  p a l a t i a l  Tampa Bay H o t e l  I n  I 8 9 1 , 

by  w h ic h  t im e  T am p a’ s p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  I n c r e a s e d  m ore  t h a n  6 OO 

p e r  c e n t  I n  a  d e c a d e — p a s t  t h e  5 ,5 0 0  m a r k . By 1 8 9 0 , t h e  c i t y  

h a d  I t s  f i r s t  w a te r w o r k s ,  f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  

f i r s t  p a v e d  s t r e e t s ,  f i r s t  s e w e rs  a n d  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .

R e c o rd  f r e e z e s  o f  1 8 9 4 -9 5  b r o u g h t  snow  a n d  t h e  c i t r u s  

I n d u s t r y  t o  t h e  Tampa a r e a ,  a s  g ro w e rs  m oved s o u t h .  The 

S p a n ls h -A m e r1 c a n  War I n  1898  p u t  3 0 ,0 0 0  t r o o p s  I n  t e n t s  

t h e r e  a w a i t i n g  s h i p s  t o  C uba . The r a i l r o a d  h a d  m ade t h i s  

m ovem ent o f  t r o o p s  p o s s i b l e .  T eddy  R o o s e v e l t  a n d  C l a r a  

B a r to n  w e re  among t h e  n o t a b l e s  on t h e  s c e n e . W h a t  was 

h a p p e n in g  I n  Tampa w as b e in g  p a r a l l e l e d ,  on a  s m a l l e r  

s c a l e .  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty .

47
Tam pa T r ib u n e , F e b . 8 ,  1 9 7 2 , p .  2 4 -A . H e r e a f t e r  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  T r i b u n e .
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T he R a i l r o a d

T he "boom " i n  P o lk  C o u n ty  w as n o t  a s  d r a s t i c  a s  t h a t  o f  

T am pa, b u t  e v e r y  b i t  a s  I m p o r t a n t .  I t  b e g a n  w hen t h e  S o u th  

F l o r i d a  R a i l r o a d  Company p u t  I n  a  b r a n c h  l i n e  fro m  B ar to w  

J u n c t i o n  t o  B a r to w  I n  I 8 8 5 . A p a s s e n g e r  c o u ld  now t r a v e l  

f ro m  New E n g la n d  t o  B a r to w  by  a  s i n g l e  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e

I n  a  196 1  I n t e r v i e w ,  M rs . D a is y  B o o th ,  t h e n  e l g h t y -  

f l v e  a n d  r e s i d i n g  I n  B a r to w , t o l d  r e p o r t e r  Ed M cN eely  o f  t h e  

L a k e la n d  L e d g e r  t h a t  s h e  re m e m b e re d  th e  co m in g  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  

a n d  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k s  w e re  l a i d  b y  I t a l i a n  c r e w s . M rs . B o o th  

w as t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  S t r e e t y  P a r k e r  who w as o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

s e t t l e r s  o f  P o r t  B l o u n t .

S o o n  a f t e r  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  B a r to w  b r a n c h  o f  

t h e  S o u th  F l o r i d a  R a i l r o a d ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  S o u th e r n  R a i l r o a d  

b e g a n  I t s  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  H a rb o r  D i v i s i o n ,  r u n n in g  

f ro m  B a r to w  s o u th  t o  P u n ta  G o r d a ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  70 

m i l e s ,  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  w i th  t h e  s te a m s h ip  l i n e s  

r u n n i n g  t o  Key W est an d  H a v a n a . "T he b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  r o a d  

w as p u s h e d  r a p i d l y  t o  c o m p l e t i o n ,  f o rm in g  t h e  m o s t s o u th e r n  

r a i l r o a d  l i n e  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and  m a k in g  P u n ta  G o rd a  

t h e  m o s t  s o u t h e r n  p o i n t  h a v in g  a  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n . "

T he c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  m e a n t  a  g r e a t  I n c r e a s e  I n  

t h e  v o lu m e  o f  b u s i n e s s  I n  t h e  a r e a  a ro u n d  B a r to w .

C o u r i e r , J u n e  1 2 ,  I 8 8 8 . 

^ ^ L e d g e r , F e b .  5 ,  1 9 6 I ,  p .  D -1 2 . 

5 ^ C o u r i e r , J u n e  1 2 ,  I 8 8 8 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



97

S c a le  o f  M lle s
I   I

Lissiim nee

k K a th le e n

la r to w  J u n c t i o nj a k e l a n d

' i n t e r  H aven

M ed flla

3 a r to w LakeM u lb e r ry

F o r t  Meade$ C h ic o r a

'  (B o w lin g  G re e n

F i g .  8 . — Map o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  i n  I 89O

C h a r le s  L . N o r to n ,  A H andbook o f  F l o r i d a  
(New Y o rk : Longm an, G re e n s  an d  C o . ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,
p .  7 7 .
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The C i t r u s  F r o n t i e r  

The c a t t l e  f r o n t i e r  w as a b o u t  t o  g iv e  way t o  t h e  f a r m ­

i n g  f r o n t i e r .  S t .  A u g u s t in e  w as t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

o r a n g e  b e l t  i n  F l o r i d a ,  w h ic h  e x te n d e d  a lo n g  t h e  S t .  J o h n s  

R i v e r .  The f i r s t  g r e a t  f r e e z e  o f  1035 d ro v e  t h e  t h o u g h t s  

o f  o r a n g e  g r o w e r s  to w a rd  t h e  m ore s o u th e r n  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  a s  

t h e  c i t r u s  f a r m e r s  p u s h e d  s o u th  a lo n g  th e  I n d i a n  R i v e r ,  t h e  

c i t r u s  f r o n t i e r  g r a d u a l l y  m oved to w a rd  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  i n t e r i o r ,  

a n d  P o lk  C o u n ty . Some o f  t h e  f i r s t  c i t r u s  g r o v e s  i n  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a  w e re  p l a n t e d  by  t h e  p i o n e e r  s e t t l e r s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  

i n  1 8 5 0 . E v en  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  was b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  

c o u n ty  i n  I 8 8 3 , t h e  f r u i t  w as p r o d u c e d  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i ­

t i e s  t o  j u s t i f y  h a u l i n g  i t  50 t o  75 m i l e s  t o  T am pa, i n  w agons 

" l a b o r i o u s l y  p u l l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  sa n d y  t r a i l s  by  o x e n ."

From  Tampa i t  w as s h ip p e d  t o  p o r t s  i n  th e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  s e r v e d  by  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s ,  s u c h  a s  S t .  M a r k 's ,  

A p a l a c h i c o l a ,  o r  P e n s a c o l a .

The i n d u s t r y  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d e d  w i th  t h e  b e t t e r  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  g ro w th  o f  m a r k e t s .

The d i s a s t e r o u s  " b ig  f r e e z e "  o f  1 8 9 4 -9 5  w ip e d  o u t  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  a c r e s  o f  g r o v e s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  Damage w as so  

e x t e n s i v e  t h a t  i t  w as n o t  u n t i l  1911  t h a t  t h e  c i t r u s  i n d u s t r y  

r e c o v e r e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  i t  h a d  r e a c h e d  i n  I 8 9 1 , t h r e e  y e a r s

53,'C u t l e r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  4 5 1 .
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i c a l  L i b r a r y .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



t h e  c i t r u s  men o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  t h a t  t h e  f r e e z e  h a d  d o n e  l e s s  

p e rm a n e n t  dam age t o  t h e i r  g r o v e s  t h a n  i n  m o s t  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  b e l t . T h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  c a u s e d  t h e  c i t r u s  f a r m e r  

t o  b e  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  g ro w in g  t h e  f r u i t  i n  F o lk  C o u n ty . 

C i t r u s  i s  o f  p r im e  i m p o r ta n c e  i n  m uch o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  t o d a y .  

O n ly  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n ty ,  w h e re  c a t t l e  r e m a in e d  

k i n g ,  a n d  t h e  s o u th w e s t e r n  a r e a  n e a r  M u lb e r r y ,  w h e re  t h e  

m i n e r a l  b e n e a t h  t h e  s o i l  w o u ld  p r o v e  m ore  v a l u a b l e  t h a n  w h a t 

c o u ld  b e  g ro w n  ab o v e  g r o u n d ,  w e re  u n a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  g ro w th  

o f  t h e  c i t r u s - f a r m i n g  f r o n t i e r .

The c i t r u s - f a r m e r  w as a d v a n c in g  s t e a d i l y  t h r o u g h  

c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ,  b u t  m uch o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  w as s t i l l  

d o m in a te d  by  t h e  cowboy an d  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  J a c o b  S u m m e rlin  w as r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " k in g  

o f  t h e  C r a c k e r s ,  c a t t l e  b a r o n ,  b e n e f a c t o r ,  p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f  

t h e  o p e n  r a n g e — t o  m e n t io n  o n ly  a  few  o f  t h e  nam es a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  h i m . S u m m e r l i n  o f f e r e d  P o lk  C o u n ty  120 a c r e s  i n  B a r to w  

" f o r  c o u n ty ,  s c h o o l ,  a n d  c h u r c h  p u r p o s e s ,  w h ic h  w as g l a d l y  

a c c e p t e d  by  t h e  c o u n ty  c o m m i s s i o n e r s . " 5 7  T h is  a u th o r  t a u g h t  

f o r  tw o  y e a r s  a t  S u m m e rlin  I n s t i t u t e  i n  B a r to w , nam ed i n

56

d e m o c r a t , J u l y  1 9 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  P - 4-A 

'C u t l e r ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  4 5 1 . 

'D e m o c ra t , O c t .  l 8 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  4-A
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h o n o r  o f  t h e  " c a t t l e  k in g "  who d i e d  i n  O r la n d o  i n  1 8 9 3 .

T h e re  w e re  o t h e r  i n f l u e n t i a l  c a t t l e  f a m i l i e s  i n  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a  s u c h  a s  t h e  W h id d e n s , L y k e s ,  P e o p l e s ,  G r i f f i n s ,  an d  

B l o u n t s ,  b u t  n o n e  c o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  " k in g "  on a  l e v e l  w i t h  

J a c o b  S u m m e r lin .

The c i t r u s - f a r m i n g  f r o n t i e r  h a d  p u s h e d  t h e  c a t t l e  

f r o n t i e r  f a r t h e r  s o u t h ,  b u t  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  f r o n t i e r  

w as n o t  o v e r  i n  m uch o f  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  I n  s o u th w e s t  P o lk  

C o u n ty ,  a s  i n  m any p a r t s  o f  t h e  A m e ric a n  W e s t ,  t h e  c a t t l e  

f r o n t i e r  w as a b o u t  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  m in in g  f r o n t i e r .

I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  m i n e r a l  d i s c o v e r y  w as n o t  a s  g la m o ro u s  

a s  t h e  g o l d  o f  S a c ra m e n to  o r  t h e  s i l v e r  o f  t h e  C om stock  

l o d e ,  b u t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  p h o s p h a te  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  w as 

e v e r y  b i t  a s  i m p o r t a n t .  I t  w as t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  o f  p h o s p h a te ,  

c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h a t  w o u ld  l e a d  

t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ity  o f  M u lb e r ry .
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CHAPTER IV

THE DEVELOPMENT OP THE PHOSPHATE INDUSTRY 

The D is c o v e r y

The d i s c o v e r y  o f  p h o s p h a te  I n  F l o r i d a  d i d  m ore t o  

e n h a n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  com m unity  o f  M u lb e r ry  t h a n  

an y  o t h e r  s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t .  No o t h e r  c o u n t r y  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  known p h o s p h a te  r o c k  r e s o u r c e s .  The l im e  

p h o s p h a te  r o c k  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w as fo u n d  so  n e a r  t h e  s u r f a c e  

t h a t  i t  c o u ld  b e  d u g  f ro m  p i t s .  T he p h o s p h a te  i n d u s t r y  

s t a r t e d  n e a r  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  b u t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  

d e v e lo p m e n t  w as t o  b e  i n  t h e  a r e a  a ro u n d  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a .  

By 1 9 2 3 , f i v e - s i x t h s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o u tp u t  o f  

3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o n s  w o u ld  come fro m  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  M ost o f  t h e  

r e m a in d e r  w as m in e d  i n  T e n n e s s e e

The F l o r i d a  p h o s p h a te  b e d s  c o n ta i n e d  g r e a t  s t o r e s  

o f  p h o s p h o ru s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  f o s s i l  b o n e s — " ja w s  o f  r h i n o c e r o s  

a n d  c r o c o d i l e , t e e t h  o f  m a s to d o n  an d  s h a r k ,  r i b s  o f  w h a le  

an d  m y r ia d s  o f  s m a l l  c r u s t a c e a n s  w hose r e m a in s  g iv e  u s  t h e  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e le m e n t  i n  c o m m e rc ia l  f e r t i l i z e r s . i t  was

(New Y o rk ; H o l t  an d  C o . ,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  p7 6 2 5 . 

^ S m i th ,  N o r th  A m e r ic a , p .  2 8 8 .
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10 3
t h i s  t y p e  o f  f o s s i l  b e d  w h ic h  J .  F r a n c i s  L e B a ro n  s tu m b le d  

u p o n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  I 8 8 I .  L e B a ro n , a  c i v i l  e n g in e e r  i n  

t h e  U. S . Army E n g in e e r  C o r p s ,  was s u r v e y i n g  a  c a n a l  r o u t e  

f ro m  t h e  h e a d w a te r s  o f  t h e  S t .  J o h n ’ s R iv e r  i n  s o u th  F l o r i d a  

t o  C h a r l o t t e  H a rb o r  on t h e  G u lf  C o a s t ,  w hen h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  

f o s s i l  b e d s  i n  P e a c e  R i v e r .  L eB aro n  knew  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

t h e  ’’f i n d "  an d  c o n f i d e d  h i s  s e c r e t  o n ly  t o  a  few  w e a l th y  

g e n tle m e n  w h o se  a s s i s t a n c e  he  h o p ed  t o  e n l i s t  i n  s e c u r i n g  and  

d e v e lo p i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  B ut t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  w e re  t i m i d ,  i f  

n o t  s k e p t i c a l ,  a n d  a  g o ld e n  o p p o r tu n i ty  w as l o s t . ^

P r i o r  t o  t h i s  d i s c o v e r y ,  v e ry  l i t t l e  w as known a b o u t  

t h e  g e o lo g y  o f  F l o r i d a .  S u p e r f i c i a l  e x a m in a t io n s  o f  t h e  

F l o r i d a  K eys a n d  some p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  l e d  t o  t h e  

t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  o f  F l o r i d a  w as m e r e ly  a  c o r a l  

f o r m a t i o n  o v e r l a i d  w i t h  s a n d  an d  c l a y — n o t h in g  m ore v a l u a b l e .  

T h is  t h e o r y  h a d  c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n t o  a  s e m b la n c e  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  

f a c t  by  t h e  t im e  t h e  p u b l i c  l e a r n e d  t h a t  p h o s p h a te s  h a d  b e e n  

fo u n d  i n  s o u th  F l o r i d a .  I t  was t h e  s e n s a t i o n  o f  a  d a y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a n d  aw a k e n e d  n o  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t .  I t  w as s u p p o s e d  

t h a t  t h e  p h o s p h a te  d e p o s i t s ,  i f  th e y  e x i s t e d  a t  a l l ,  w e re  

c o n f i n e d  t o  a  s m a l l  a r e a  i n  P e a c e  R i v e r .

M a n u f a c t u r e r ’ s R e c o rd  ( B a l t i m o r e , M d .) ,  A p r i l  I 6 , 
1 8 9 1 . P a r t i a l  c o p ie s  a r e  i n  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  
L i b r a r y ,  an d  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  M rs . J o h n  M i t c h e l l  o f  
M u lb e r r y .
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The d i s c o v e r y  o f  p h o s p h a te  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a s  im m e d ia te  

a n  im p a c t  on F l o r i d a  a s  d i d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o ld  on t h e  

W e st .  T he m in in g  o f  p h o s p h a te  r e q u i r e d  m ore  men a n d  

m a c h in e ry  t h a n  t h e  m in in g  o f  g o l d .  A s i n g l e  m in e r  c o u ld  

m in e  e n o u g h  g o ld  i n  o n e  w eek t o  becom e q u i t e  w e a l t h y . ^

I t  w as p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p o s s ib l e  f o r  one p e r s o n  t o  d i g  en o u g h  

p h o s p h a te  t o  becom e a  r i c h  m an . I t  w as n e c e s s a r y  t o  h i r e  

o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  t o  m ake a  p h o s p h a te  m in e  f u n c t i o n  p r o s p e r o u s l y .

L e B a ro n  e v i d e n t l y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  e n o u g h  m oney t o  m in e  

t h e  p h o s p h a te  h e  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d .  H is  h e s i t a t i o n  i n  b e g in n in g  

o p e r a t i o n s  w o rk e d  t o  t h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  o t h e r  m ore p r o s p e r o u s  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u c h  a s  T . S . M o o rh ead  o f  

P e n n s y lv a n i a .  M o o rh ead  somehow o b t a i n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

L e B a r o n 's  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  b e g a n  p r o d u c t i o n .  He a c q u i r e d  l a n d ,  

i n c l u d i n g  some o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  b e d s  i n  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r ,  and  

i n  M ay, 1 8 8 8 , m ade t h e  f i r s t  s h ip m e n t  o f  p h o s p h a te  t h a t  e v e r  w e n t 

o u t  o f  F l o r i d a . 5

E a r ly  m in in g  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  F l o r i d a ,  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  

W e s t ,  w e re  v e r y  c r u d e .  The p h o s p h a te  w as c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  

r a i l r o a d  o v e r  a  w oo d en  tra m w a y , f o r ,  a s  y e t ,  M o o rh ead  was 

n o t  a  " p h o s p h a te  k i n g , "  a n d  h i s  r e s o u r c e s  w e re  l i m i t e d .

P o w e r f u l  s te a m  d r e d g e s ,  f l e e t s  o f  b a r g e s  a n d  l o f t y  d r a g l i n e s  

s u c h  a s  a r e  s e e n  t o d a y ,  t h e n  f o u n d  p l a c e  o n ly  i n  d rea m s

^ L o u is  B. W r ig h t ,  L i f e  on t h e  A m e ric a n  F r o n t i e r^L _  ,__________ _______ ____
(New Y o rk : C a p r ic o r n  B o o k s , 1 9 7 D  p .  1 6 1 .

^M a n u f a c t u r e r 's  R e c o r d , A p r i l  l 6 ,  I 8 9 I .
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o f  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t .  The r e a l i t y  was a b o u t  tw e n ty  s h o v e l s ,  

a s  many N e g ro e s  a n d  a  m u le .  The t o t a l  s h ip m e n ts  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  

y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n  w e ig h e d  l e s s  t h a n  2 ,0 0 0  t o n s . ^ S u ch  was 

t h e  h u m b le  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  p h o s p h a te  com pany o f  

F l o r i d a — t h e  A r c a d ia  P h o s p h a te  Com pany.

The dem and f o r  p h o s p h a te  w as g r e a t ,  a n d  i t s  v a lu e  

a s  a  f e r t i l i z e r  w as a l r e a d y  known t o  f a r m e r s .  The P e a c e  

R iv e r  P h o s p h a te  Company a n d  th e  D eS o to  P h o s p h a te  Com pany, 

b o t h  on t h e  P e a c e  R iv e r  s o u th  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  B a r to w , 

e n t e r e d  t h e  f i e l d  i n  I 8 8 9 ,  b u t  n o t  e a r l y  e n o u g h  t o  g r e a t l y  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  t o t a l  o u t p u t  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  The e x a c t  f i g u r e s  

w e re  n o t  o b t a i n a b l e ,  b u t  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a l l  

t h r e e  c o m p a n ie s  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  e x c e e d  6 ,0 0 0  t o n s . ^ I t  

w as i n  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  F l o r i d a ' s  n e w ly  d i s c o v e r e d  m in e r a l  

w e a l th  b e g a n  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s .

The t h r e e  p l a n t s  t h e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  w e re  a l l  ow ned by  p e o p le  

o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s . ^ Many m in e s  on th e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  w ere  

ow ned by p e r s o n s  f ro m  t h e  E a s t . ^ T h is  w as a l s o  t r u e  i n  

F l o r i d a .

L e B a ro n * s  d i s c o v e r y  h a d  b e e n  o f  n o d u l a r ,  o r  p e b b le ,  

p h o s p h a te .  "H a rd  r o c k "  o r  " b o u ld e r "  p h o s p h a te  w as d i s c o v e r e d

^P o lk  C o u n ty  News ( B a r to w ) ,  F e b . 6 ,  I 8 9 I .  H e r e a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  N ew s.

^M a n u f a c t u r e r 's  R e c o r d , A p r i l  I 6 , I 8 9 I .

^ B i l l i n g t o n ,  F a r  W e s te rn  F r o n t i e r , p .  2 3 6 .
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i n  M ay, 1 8 8 9 , w hen A l b e r t u s  V o g t a n d  an unknow n N e g ro  h e l p e r  

du g  gypsum  f ro m  a  w e l l  h e  w as d e e p e n in g  on h i s  f a rm  a t  

D u n e l io n  n e a r  O c a la .  V o g t c a r r i e d  t h i s  s t r a n g e - a p p e a r i n g  

gypsum  t o  J o h n  P . D u n n , a n  O c a la  b a n k e r .  Dunn " d id  n o t  h a v e  

m uch f a i t h  i n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  s t u f f , ” a n d  a f t e r  i t  

l a i d  on h i s  d e s k  f o r  som e t i m e ,  s e n t  i t  t o  a  c h e m is t  t o  

p l e a s e  V o g t .  The c h e m is t  s a i d  i t  w as "a  v e r y  r i c h  sa m p le  

o f  p h o s p h a te  o f  l i m e , "  a n d  s a i d  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  w as m uch o f  

a  d e p o s i t ,  " s e c u r e  i t  a s  i t  w as e x c e e d i n g ly  v a l u a b l e . "

Dunn g a v e  V o g t $800 f o r  h a l f  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  l i t t l e  1 0 - a c r e  

f a rm  w h e re  t h e  sa m p le  w as f o u n d .  I t  was n o t  v e r y  l o n g  b e f o r e  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  b o t h  o f  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  f e r t i l i z e r  

m a n u f a c tu r in g  c o m p a n ie s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  B a ld w in  Company 

o f  S a v a n n a h ,  a n d  t h e  B r a d le y  F e r t i l i z e r  Company o f  B o s to n ,  

v i s i t e d  V o g t t o  m ake s u b s t a n t i a l  o f f e r s  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  

p h o s p h a te .

V o g t 's  d i s c o v e r y  w as q u i c k l y  f o l l o w e d  by o t h e r s  n e a rb y  

a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a d j o i n i n g  c o u n t i e s .  N o d u la r  p h o s p h a te  was 

f o u n d  l a t e r  i n  th e  s e a s o n  i n  m any l o c a l i t i e s  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty . 

K now ledge  o f  t h e s e  r i c h  f i n d s — th o u g h  a t  f i r s t  s u p p r e s s e d  by  

l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s — e v e n t u a l l y  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e ,  g e r m i n a t ­

i n g  i n t o  a  p h o s p h a te  f e v e r  t h a t  r a g e d  l i k e  a n  e p id e m ic  th ro u g h  

t h e  1 8 9 0 * s .

° N ew s, F e b .  1 3 ,  I 8 9 I .
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T h is  p h o s p h a te  f e v e r  w as a s  r a m p a n t I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  

I n  1890  a s  g o l d  f e v e r  was I n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1 0 5 0 .^ ^  N e w sp ap e rs  

w e re  f u l l  o f  n o t i c e s  a b o u t  p h o s p h a te .  The P o lk  C o u n ty  News 

on S e p te m b e r  1 2 , 1 0 9 0 ,  r a n  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  " p u r e  h a r d  

r o c k  p h o s p h a te "  l a n d  f o r  s a l e  b y  G eo rg e  W. Land o f  B a r to w .

J .  H. T atum  a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  w a i t i n g  " to  b e  

i n v e s t e d  i n  p r a c t i c a l  m in e r a l  l a n d s  i n  P o l k ,  D e S o to , H i l l s ­

b o ro u g h  o r  M a n a te e  C o u n t i e s .

On S e p te m b e r  1 9 , 1 0 9 0 , i t  w as a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  M a jo r  

B . F .  J o n e s  a n d  I s a a c  W h ita k e r  o f  K a n sa s  C i t y ,  M is s o u r i ,  

h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  B a r to w  t o  v i s i t  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  h ad  b o u g h t  n e a r  

H om eland  on t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r .  J o n e s  s a i d  t h a t  he  was w e l l  

p l e a s e d  w i t h  F l o r i d a  an d  s a i d  t h a t  F l o r i d a ’ s f u t u r e  was a  

b r i g h t  one a n d  " i t  w i l l  h a v e  im m ense w e a l th  f lo w  i n t o  i t s  

b o u n d a r i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p h o s p h a te  l a n d s .

On S e p te m b e r  2 6 ,  1 0 9 0 , t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  News r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h i r t y  c a r s  o f  p h o s p h a te  w ere  b e in g  s h ip p e d  e v e ry  d ay  

fro m  t h e  S o u th  F l o r i d a  R a i l r o a d  d e p o t  i n  B a r to w . I t  was 

s h ip p e d  down t h e  S o u th  F l o r i d a  R a i l r o a d  t o  P u n ta  G o rd a , t h e n  

s h ip p e d  t o  B a l t im o r e  w h e re  some w as r e t a i n e d  f o r  c o m m e rc ia l  

f e r t i l i z e r s ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  i t  w as s h ip p e d  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c
i l l

t o  E n g la n d  a n d  G erm any .

^ ̂ Wright, dp. cit., p. 170..

^ & e w s , S e p t .  1 9 , 1 0 9 0 . 

^ ^ N ew s, S e p t .  2 6 ,  1 0 9 0 .
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A l a r g e  num ber o f  c o m p a n ie s  f i l e d  a r t i c l e s  o f  I n c o r ­

p o r a t i o n  I n  F l o r i d a  I n  I 89O, b u t  o n ly  f o u r  o f  th em  g o t  t h e i r  

p l a n t s  I n t o  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  y e a r . The t o t a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  w as s t a t e d  a s  1 5 ,0 0 0  t o n s ,  b u t  t h i s  was e r r o n e o u s ,  

a s  t h a t  w as t h e  am ount e x p o r t e d  t o  E n g la n d  a lo n e .  L a rg e  

s h ip m e n ts  w e re  m ade t o  G erm any, an d  s t i l l  l a r g e r  q u a n t i t i e s  

w e re  a b s o r b e d  by  A m e ric a n  f a r m e r s  f o r  u s e  a s  f e r t i l i z e r s .

The t o t a l  am o u n t was p r o b a b ly  I n  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  o f  6 5 ,0 0 0  

t o n s ,  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  o u tp u t  o f  some m in e s  b y  th e  known p r o ­

d u c t i o n  o f  o t h e r s .

T h re e  m ore c o m p a n ie s  f i l e d  a r t i c l e s  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  

I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  I n  I 89O. The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was t h e  P o r t  

M eade F e r t i l i z e r  C om pany, n e a r  P o r t  M ead e , w h ic h  b e g a n  o p e r a t i o n  

on F e b r u a r y  1 .  The I n c o r p o r a t o r s  w e re  J .  E . R o b e s o n , Wemps 

J a c k s o n ,  A. P .  W e b s te r  and  C. W. P a r s o n s ,  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  

F l o r i d a .  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by  th e  B lu e  R ock P h o s p h a te  

Company o f  C o v in g to n ,  K e n tu c k y , w h ic h  b e g a n  o p e r a t i o n s  

on J u l y  1 5 . I n c o r p o r a t o r s  w ere  L. N. C r l g l e r ,  A. R . M u l l i n s ,

J .  S . P e n c e ,  E . T . W oodcock and  J .  W. J a n e s ,  n o n e  o f  whom 

w e re  F l o r i d i a n s .  The l a s t  company t o  I n c o r p o r a t e  I n  I 8 9 O 

was th e  F o r t  M eade P h o s p h a te  F e r t i l i z i n g  L and a n d  Im p ro v em en t 

Company o f  F o r t  M e ad e . S ix  c o m p a n ie s , I n c l u d i n g  t h e  F l o r i d a  

P h o s p h a te  Com pany, L t d . ,  f i l e d  a r t i c l e s  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  I n

^ ^ P o lk  C o u n ty  M is c e l l a n e o u s  R e c o rd  Book No. 1 ,  p .  1 9 5 ; 
M a n u f a c tu r e r  ' s  R :e c o rd ,  A p r i l  1 6 , 1891»
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P o lk  C o u n ty  i n  1 8 9 1 .^ ^  By t h e  s p r i n g  o f ' t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e

c o m p a n ie s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  F l o r i d a  h a d  a n  a g g r e g a t e  c a p i t a l  o f

$ 7 ,8 4 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  a n  e s t i m a t e d  d a i l y  c a p a c i t y  o f  2 ,0 0 0  t o n s . ^ ^

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 9 1 , t h e r e  w as a  c o u r t  c a s e  c o n c e r n in g

t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  l e v y  a  r o y a l t y  o f  $1  a  t o n  on a l l

p h o s p h a te  t a k e n  f ro m  r i v e r  o r  s t r e a m  b e d s .  T he B la c k  R i v e r

P h o s p h a te  Company o f  C la y  C o u n ty  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  s t a t e ' s

r i g h t  t o  t h i s  t a x .  T h e i r  m a in  a rg u m e n t w as t h a t  l a n d

n o d u le  m in e s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  p a y  t h i s  t a x ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w as

u n f a i r  t o  r i v e r  n o d u le  m i n e s . J u d g e  W. B. Young o f

J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  i n  a  d e c i s i o n  l a t e r  u p h e ld  by  t h e  s t a t e  su p re m e

c o u r t ,  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  o w n ers  o f  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  w a te rw a y s

h a d  t h e  r i p a r i a n  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  w a te rw a y ,  an d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s o

t a x e d  by  t h e  s t a t e .  T he d e c i s i o n  was h a i l e d  t h r o u g h o u t

t h e  p h o s p h a te  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T he t e x t  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n

i s  a s  f o l l o w s  :

T h is  c a u s e  cam e on t o  b e  h e a r d  u p o n  t h e  d e m u r r e r  
t o  t h e  b i l l  t o  b e  f i l e d  h e r e i n ,  a n d  w as a rg u e d  by  
c o u n s e l .  Upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e r e o f  t h e  c o u r t  i s  
o f  t h e  o p i n io n  t h a t  c h a p t e r  791 o f  t h e  Laws o f  
F l o r i d a ,  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  r i p a r i a n  p r o p r i e t o r s  t h e  
f e e  i n  a l l  l a n d s  c o v e r e d  b y  w a t e r  l y i n g  i n  f r o n t  
o f  an y  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  owned b y  an y  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s i t u a t e d  u p o n  an y  n a v i g a b l e  s t r e a m ,  
a s  f a r  a s  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l .  W h ile  t h e  a c t  
i s  e n t i t l e d  "An A c t f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  c o m m e rc e ,"  
a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  deem ed i t  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
com m erce t h a t  " a l l  su b m e rg e d  l a n d s  an d  w a t e r

^ ^ P o lk  C o u n ty  M is c e l l a n e o u s  R e c o rd  Book N o. 1 ,  p p .  
2 0 7 ,  2 1 9 .

^'^M a n u f a c t u r e r 's  R e c o r d , A p r i l  l 6 ,  1 8 9 1 .

18 ^ . . .
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p r i v i l e g e s  s h o u ld  b e  im p r o v e d ,"  t h e y  g r a n t e d  
" t h e  f u l l  t i t l e  t o  t h e  s a m e ,"  t o  t h e  r i p a r i a n  
p r o p r i e t o r s  t o  i n d u c e  th em  t o  i n c u r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  
o f  m ak in g  t h e  Im p ro v e m e n ts  w h ic h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
deem ed  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  co m m erce .
T h is  seem s t o  b e  t h e  v ie w  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  t h e  
S u p rem e C o u r t  o f  t h i s  S t a t e ,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  i t  h a s  
e x p r e s s e d  a n y  o p i n io n  on  t h e  s u b j e c t .  E n t e r ­
t a i n i n g  t h i s  v ie w  o f  t h e  la w , t h e  c o u r t  d o e s  
n o t  deem  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x p r e s s  an y  o p i n io n  u p o n  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e  S t a t e  owns 
t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  c h a n n e l  o f  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  i n  
w h ic h  t h e  t i d e  d o e s  n o t  ebb  a n d  f lo w .  The c o u r t  
i s  o f  t h e  o p i n io n  t h a t  t h e  d e m u r r e r  i s  w e l l  
t a k e n .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o r d e r e d ,  a d ju d g e d  an d  
d e c r e e d  t h a t  t h e  d e m u r r e r  t o  c o m p l a i n a n t 's  b i l l  
h e r e i n  b e  s u s t a i n e d .  Done t h i s  t h e  3d d a y  o f  
J a n u a r y ,  A. D. 1 8 9 1 .^ 9

On J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  I 8 9 1 , J .  A . F o r t n e r  r e p o r t e d  t h e  

f i n d i n g  o f  r i c h  p h o s p h a te  l a n d  on t h e  A l a f i a  R iv e r  b e lo w  

p r e s e n t - d a y  M u lb e r r y .  T he l a n d  was p l a c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

t h e  W. T . R u t le d g e  C om pany.

The P o lk  C o u n ty  News r e p o r t e d  t h a t  p h o s p h a te  w as 

r a p i d l y  b e c o m in g  o ne  o f  t h e  "m o st g i g a n t i c  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  

w o r l d . "  M ost p h o s p h a te  a t  t h i s  t im e  was b e in g  m in e d  i n  

t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  By M a rc h , I 8 9 1 , t h e r e  w e re  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  p h o s p h a te  c o m p a n ie s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  P o lk  and  

D eS o to  C o u n t i e s .  A r c a d ia  w as c a l l e d  t h e  home o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  

k i n g s .  M ost p l a n t s  w e re  l o c a t e d  a lo n g  t h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  

S o u th  R iv e r  R a i l r o a d .  So im p o r ta n t  w as p h o s p h a te  b e c o m in g  i n  

t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t ,  f ro m  S e p te m b e r  1890

19N ew s, J a n .  2 3 ,  I 8 9 I .
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Ill
u n t i l  M arch  I 8 9 I ,  e v e r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  News h a d  

a  f r o n t - p a g e  a r t i c l e  on p h o s p h a te  a n d  i t s  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  

r e g i o n .

To d e f i n e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  r e g i o n  

o f  F l o r i d a  w i th  a n y th i n g  l i k e  p r e c i s i o n  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  d i f ­

f i c u l t ,  a s  t h e r e  a r e  e n t i r e  c o u n t i e s  i n t e r v e n i n g  b e tw e e n  

d e ta c h e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  know n p h o s p h a te  s t r a t a ;  y e t ,  

i n  a  g e n e r a l  w a y , i t  may b e  s a i d  t o  c o m p r is e  a l l  t h e  c o u n t i e s  

on  th e  G u l f  c o a s t  f ro m  L eo n  t o  L e e ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  a n d  t h e  

c o u n t i e s  o f  P o l k ,  S u m te r ,  M a r io n ,  A la c h u a  a n d  C la y ,  a l l  o f  

w h ic h  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on  t h e  G u lf  s i d e  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  e x c e p t  

t h e  l a s t  n a m e d , w h ic h  i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e . I t  m u s t n o t  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s  

c o n ta i n e d  i n  t h i s  v a s t  t e r r i t o r y  a r e  r i c h  i n  p h o s p h a t i c  

m a t e r i a l ,  f o r  w h i l e  a  few  o f  th e m , n o t a b l y  P o l k ,  D eS o to  an d  

M a r io n ,  h a v e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  d e p o s i t s ,  o t h e r s  h a v e  o n ly  

i s o l a t e d  b e d s  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e .

T y p e s  o f  P h o s p h a te  

The p h o s p h a te s  o f  F l o r i d a  a r e  o f  tw o  d i s t i n c t  f o rm s —  

h a r d  r o c k  o r  b o u l d e r  p h o s p h a te ,  a n d  n o d u la r  p h o s p h a te .

T h e re  a r e  tw o  v a r i e t i e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r — l a n d  n o d u le s  and  

r i v e r  n o d u le s  o r  r i v e r  p e b b l e s ,  b o th  o f  t h e  sam e p h y s i c a l

2 lN e w s , J a n .  2 3 ,  I 8 9 I ;  F e b .  1 3 , I 8 9 I ;  M arch  6 , I 8 9 1 .
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P h o s p h a te
D e p o s i t s

S o u r c e :  E dw ard  A. F e r n a l d ,  F l o r i d a ,
I t s  P ro b le m s  a n d  P r o s p e c t s  
(T am pa: T re n d  H o u se , 1 9 7 2 ) ,  

Map 2 1 . 1 ,  p .  2 4 7 .
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s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  d i f f e r i n g  i n  c o l o r  an d  i n  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

p h o s p h o r i c  a c i d . ^ ^

H a r d - ro c k  p h o s p h a te  i s  u s u a l l y  c ream y  w h i t e ,  p i n k i s h  

w h i t e  o r  l i g h t  b u f f  i n  c o l o r .  I t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  

b o u l d e r s  w i t h  r o u g h ,  u n e v e n  s u r f a c e s  and  o f  a l l  s i z e s  a s s o ­

c i a t e d  w i t h  s o f t  p h o s p h a te  r o c k  o f  i n f e r i o r  g r a d e ,  c a r b o n a te  

o f  l im e ,  s a n d y  o r  c l a y .  The b e s t  o f  i t  t e s t s  v e ry  h i g h ,  

f r e q u e n t l y  o v e r  80 p e r  c e n t  p h o s p h a te  o f  l im e ,  and i n  r a r e  

i n s t a n c e s  s a m p le s  h a v e  a n a ly z e d  90 p e r  c e n t .  H ow ever, i t  

show s g r e a t  l a c k  o f  u n i f o r m i t y .  S p e c im e n s  g i v in g  80 t o  85 

p e r  c e n t  c a l c i c  p h o s p h a te  may b e  t a k e n  f ro m  t h e  same p i t  

a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  o f  no  c o m m e rc ia l  v a l u e ,  th o u g h  so  c l o s e l y  

r e s e m b l i n g  t h e  f o rm e r  i n  c o l o r  a n d  p h y s i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h a t  

o n ly  an  e x p e r t  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  th e m . A s i n g l e  b o u ld e r  o f  

s m a l l  s i z e  w i l l  so m e tim e s  a n a ly z e  70 o r  75 p e r  c e n t  on one 

s i d e  a n d  40 o r  45 on t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  su c h  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  r a r e .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h u g e  r o c k s  a r e  o f t e n  fo u n d  w e ig h in g  a 

t o n  o r  m ore a n d  n e e d  t o  b e  b l a s t e d  w i th  d y n a m i te .  T h e se  a s  

t h e  m in e r s  e x p r e s s  i t ,  a r e  " s t r a i g h t  g o o d s"  a l l  t h e  way 

t h r o u g h . ^ ^

N o d u la r  p h o s p h a te s  w ere  f o u n d  n o w h e re  n o r th  o f  P o lk  

a n d  H i l l s b o r o u g h  c o u n t i e s  w h i l e  " h a r d  r o c k "  was n o t  known t o

^ R o b e r t  R e y n o ld s ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  a u t h o r .  
I n t e r n a t i o n  M in e r a l  a n d  C h e m ic a l  C o r p . ,  B a r to w , F l o r i d a ,
F e b .  1 0 , 1 9 7 4 .

^ ^ P h o s p h a te  F a c t s , ( F l o r i d a  P h o s p h a te  C o . ,  L t d . ,
N o v . ,  1 8 9 2 ) ,  p .  1 7 . P a g e s  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  c a n  be fo u n d  i n  
a  s c ra p b o o k  b e lo n g i n g  t o  M rs . J o h n  M i t c h e l l ,  o f  M u lb e r ry ,  
F l o r i d a .
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e x i s t  s o u th  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h o s e  c o u n t i e s .

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  

p e n i n s u l a  I s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  o f  m o re  r e c e n t  o r i g i n  t h a n  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  p a r t , n o d u l a r  p h o s p h a te  b e g a n  w h e re  t h e  h a r d  r o c k  

l e f t  o f f .  A n o th e r  p e c u l i a r  t h i n g  I s  t h e  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  o f  

o r g a n i c  r e m a in s  I n  t h e  h a r d - r o c k  r e g i o n ,  w h i l e  b o n e s  an d  

t e e t h  o f  l a n d  a n d  m a r in e  a n im a ls  a n d  r e p t i l e s  e v e ry w h e re  

a b o u n d  I n  t h e  n o d u l a r  d i s t r i c t .

T he l a n d  n o d u l e s  a r e  t h e  t y p e  o f  p h o s p h a te  m in e d  I n  

t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a ,  a n d  v a r y  I n  s i z e  f ro m  t h a t  o f  a  p e a  t o  

t h a t  o f  a  w a l n u t .  T hey  a r e  I r r e g u l a r  I n  f o rm ,  a n d  o f t e n  h a v e  

a  p o l i s h e d  s u r f a c e .  I n  m o s t  l o c a l i t i e s  t h e y  a r e  e i t h e r  

w h i t e  o r  b u f f  c o l o r e d ,  b u t  a r e  so m e tim e s  e i t h e r  t a n  o r  l i g h t  

b ro w n .

L an d  n o d u le s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c o n t a i n  a s  m uch a s  75 o r  

80 an d  I n  r a r e  I n s t a n c e s  05 p e r  c e n t  p h o s p h a te  o f  l im e  w i th  

l i t t l e  m ore t h a n  a  t r a c e  o f  I r o n  a n d  a lu m in u m ; b u t  t h e  a v e r a g e  

I s  68 t o  70 p e r  c e n t  p h o s p h a te  a n d  b e tw e e n  1 an d  2 p e r  c e n t  

o x id e  o r  I r o n  an d  a lu m in u m .

P e b b le  p h o s p h a te  I s  t h e  name a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r  

n o d u le s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  th e m  fro m  l a n d  n o d u l e s .  T hey  d i f f e r  

fro m  t h e  l a t t e r  I n  b e in g  d a r k e r  c o lo r e d  a n d  c o n t a i n i n g  a b o u t

25i b l d . , p.  1 8 .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M in e r a l  a n d  C h e m ic a l  C o r p . ,  B a r to w ,  F l o r i d a ,  
F e b .  1 0 , 1 9 7 4 .

^ / p h o s p h a te  F a c t s ,
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10 p e r  c e n t  l e s s  p h o s p h a te  o f  l im e .  The m o st r e m a r k a b le  

d e p o s i t s  o f  p e b b le  p h o s p h a te  ( o r  "b o n e  p e b b l e s , "  a s  t h e y  a r e  

a l s o  c a l l e d )  e v e r  d i s c o v e r e d  w e re  t h o s e  o f  t h e  A l a f i a  a n d  

P e a c e  R i v e r .  I n  I 89 O, i n  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r ,  3 j6 0 0  t o n s  w e re  

t a k e n  f ro m  a  b a r  a b o u t  100 f e e t  w id e  a n d  a b o u t  200 f e e t  l o n g ,  

t h e  d e p o s i t  b e in g  I 8 f e e t  d e e p .  T h is  w as on t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  

t h e  A r c a d ia  P h o s p h a te  C om pany, w h e re  t h e  f i r s t  m in in g  i n  

F l o r i d a  w as d o n e .

By f a r  t h e  m o st e x t e n s i v e  c o n t in u o u s  d e p o s i t  o f  

p h o s p h a te  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w as t h a t  o f  t h e  n o d u l a r  f i e l d ,  w h ic h  

b e g a n  a  l i t t l e  n o r t h  o f  B a r to w  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty  w i t h  a  b r e a d t h  

o f  m any m i l e s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  g r a d u a l l y  d i m i n i s h i n g  w id th  

a lm o s t  w i t h o u t  a  b r e a k  t o  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r . T h i s  f i e l d ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  l a n d  a n d  r i v e r  n o d u l e s ,  a s  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  r e f e r r e d  t o  w as t r a v e r s e d  b y  t h e  A l a f i a ,  M a n a te e  

and  P e a c e  r i v e r s  a n d  t h e i r  m any t r i b u t a r i e s ,  w h ic h  w e re  a s  

r i c h  i n  p e b b le  p h o s p h a te  a s  t h e  c o u n t r y  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e y  

f lo w e d  w as i n  l a n d  n o d u l e s .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w as h i l l y  i n  some p l a c e s ,  b u t  w as g e n e r ­

a l l y  " f l a t  w oo d s" l a n d  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  n u m ero u s  p o n d s  an d  

m a r s h e s .  I n  an d  a ro u n d  t h e s e  m a r s h e s  t h e  p h o s p h a te  m i n e r a l  

w as so m e tim e s  s t r u c k  w i t h i n  a  few  i n c h e s  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  

a n d  r a r e l y  a t  a  g r e a t e r  d e p th  t h a n  3 f e e t .  I n  t h e  m ore 

e l e v a t e d  l a n d s  t h e r e  w as f ro m  3 t o  5 f e e t  o v e r b u r d e n ,  o r

^M a n u f a c tu r e r ' s  R e c o r d , A p r i l  I 6 , I 8 9 I .
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n o n - p h o s p h a te  d i r t ,  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  v a l u a b l e  m i n e r a l .

The o v e r b u r d e n  w as g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  t h a n  3 1 /2  f e e t  t h i c k .

M in in g  t h e  P h o s p h a te  

T h e re  w e re  f o u r  n o d u l a r  p h o s p h a te  m in e s  b u i l t  a b o u t  

9 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  B a r to w  t h a t  w e re  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

l 8 9 0 ’ s .  T h e se  m in e s  w e re  a l l  l o c a t e d  l e s s  t h a n  2 m i l e s  f ro m  

e a c h  o t h e r .  T hey  w e re  t h e  P a l m e t to  P h o s p h a te ,  t h e  K i n g s f o r d ,  

t h e  Bone V a l l e y ,  an d  The L an d  P e b b le  m in e s .  When t h e  r a i l ­

r o a d  f i r s t  e x te n d e d  i t s  l i n e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  im m ense  o u t p u t  o f  

t h e s e  f o u r  p h o s p h a te  m in e s ,  t h e r e  w as a  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  

p o i n t  n e a r  a  l a r g e  m u lb e r r y  t r e e .  T r a i n s  s to p p e d  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  t o  p u t  o f f  f r e i g h t ,  a n d  g o o d s  w e re  f r e q u e n t l y  m ark e d  

" p u t  o f f  a t  t h e  b i g  m u lb e r r y  t r e e . "  A ro u n d  t h i s  t r e e  b e g a n  

a  s m a l l  m in in g  cam p , w h ic h  w o u ld  t a k e  t h e  name M u lb e r ry  fro m  

t h e  o l d  t r e e .  T he f i r s t  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  im m e d ia te  

a r e a  w as a  saw  m i l l ,  w h ic h  w as u s e d  t o  saw  w ood f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h o u s e s .

I n  1893  C. G u s ta v u s  M em m inger o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  

p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  a t  t h e  h e a d w a te r s  o f  t h e  A l a f i a  R i v e r  f o r  t h e  

P a l m e t to  P h o s p h a te  Com pany. I n  l89% h e  d e s ig n e d  an d  b u i l t  

t h e  P a lm e t to  P h o s p h a te  p l a n t  am ong t h e  r i c h e s t  d e p o s i t s  o f  

p h o s p h a te  he  c o u ld  f i n d .  He c a l l e d  i t  M em m inger b u t  t h e

^ ‘̂ P h o s p h a te  P a c t s , p .  1 2 .
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name w as s o o n  c h a n g e d  t o  P a l m e t t o . M e m m i n g e r  was t h e  so n  

o f  t h e  l a t e  C o n f e d e r a t e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y ,  C. G. 

M em m inger, a  C h a r l e s t o n  l a w y e r .

E a r ly  m in in g  p r o c e s s e s  w e re  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  v e r y  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  I n  t h e  h a r d - r o c k  m in e s ,  h a n d  l a b o r  h a d  t o  

b e  r e l i e d  upo n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o rk  " a s  no  d r e d g ­

i n g  m a c h in e s  h a d  b e e n  d e v i s e d  t h a t  c o u ld  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  h a r d  

s t r a t a  o r  d e ta c h  t h e  b o u l d e r s , "  t h o u g h  a t  some o f  t h e  m in e s  

" s te a m  d e r r i c k s  w e re  u s e d  t o  h o i s t  t h e  r o c k  a f t e r  I t  h a d  

b e e n  lo o s e n e d  a n d  p a r t l y  b r o k e n  up w i t h  p i c k s  an d  s l e d g e s ,  

b l a s t i n g  b e in g  r e s o r t e d  t o  I n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  b o u l d e r s .

w h i l e  r a k e s  w e re  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  v e ry  s m a l l  o n e s ,,34

I n  o t h e r  m in e s  n o  m a c h in e ry  w h a te v e r  w as e m p lo y e d . 

P i c k s ,  s l e d g e s ,  s h o v e ls  a n d  w h e e lb a r r o w s  w ere  t h e  o n ly  

Im p le m e n ts  I n  u s e .  Some w h i t e  men w e re  e m p lo y ed  I n  a l l  t h e  

m in e s ,  b u t  I n  m o st o f  th e m , e s p e c i a l l y  I n  t h e  h a r d - r o c k  

d i s t r i c t ,  much o f  t h e  w o rk  w as p e r f o r m e d  by  N e g ro e s .

T h e s e  N e g r o e s ,  l i k e  m o st o f  t h e  w h i t e s ,  h ad  m oved s o u th  from  

G e o r g ia  an d  n o r t h  F l o r i d a  l o o k in g  f o r  w o rk . T h e i r  w ag es  

w e re  $ 1 .2 5  f o r  t e n - h o u r s  w o r k . C o m  

W e s t ,  F l o r i d a  m in e r s  w e re  u n d e r p a i d .

3 2 p o lk  C o u n ty , F l o r i d a ,  D eed R e c o rd  Book ( 1 8 9 3 ) ,  L I I ,  
6 3 5 ;  LTV, 2 7 5 ; I n f o r m a n t ,  N ov. 1 4 ,  1 9 0 0 .

^ % l l l l a m  B. H e s s e l t l n e  a n d  D a v id  L . S m ile y ,  The 
S o u th  I n  A m e ric a n  H i s to r y  (E n g le w o o d  C l i f f s ,  N. J . : P r e n t l c e -
H a l l ,  I n c . ,  I 9 6 0 )  p .  2ÜÜ.
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A f t e r  t h e  m in e r s  rem o v ed  t h e  r o c k  a n d  b r o k e  t h e  l a r g e r  

p i e c e s 3 t h e y  s u b j e c t e d  i t  t o  a  p r o c e s s  t o  e x p e l  m o i s tu r e  

an d  d e s t r o y  a n y  o r g a n i c  s u b s t a n c e  w h ic h  w as a t t a c h e d .  T h is  

was d o n e  i n  k i l n s  o r  i n  d r y in g  c h im n ey s  o r  by  p l a c i n g  t h e  

r o c k  i n  l a y e r s  on  p i l e s  o f  w o o d , "w h ic h  w e re  t h e n  f i r e d  

a n d  co n su m e d .

E a r ly  m e th o d s  o f  n o d u l a r  m in in g  w e re  p r i m i t i v e  by  

t o d a y ’ s s t a n d a r d s ,  y e t  i n  some r e s p e c t s  s i m i l a r  t o  p r e s e n t  

p r a c t i c e s .  I n  t h e  m in in g  a n d  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  l a n d  n o d u l e s ,  

m a c h in e ry  was c h i e f l y  e m p lo y e d . A f l o a t i n g  d i p p e r  d r e d g e ,  

w o rk in g  i n  a  c a n a l ,  w h ic h  i t  d e e p e n e d  an d  e x te n d e d  a s  i t  

re m o v e d  t h e  p h o s p a te  n o d u l e s ,  b r o u g h t  up t h e  p h o s p h a te  an d  

d r o p p e d  i t  i n t o  a  c r u s h e r ,  o u t  o f  w h ic h  t h e  n o d u le s  and  

m a t r i x  ( n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  i n  w h ic h  t h e  p h o s p h a te  i s  e n c a s e d )  

p a s s e d  i n t o  a  r e v o l v i n g  w a s h e r  m o u n ted  on t h e  sam e b a r g e  

w i t h  t h e  d r e d g in g  m a c h in e  an d  c r u s h e r .  From  t h e  w a s h e r  t h e  

m a t r i x  a n d  w a te r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c a n a l ,  w h i l e  t h e  c l e a n  

n o d u le s  w e re  c a r r i e d  by  a  s p i r a l  c o n v e y e r  t o  a  s te a m - h e a te d  

d r y e r  on  a n o th e r  b a r g e .  From  t h e  d r y e r  t h e y  f e l l  o n to  a  

r e v o l v i n g  s c r e e n ,  w h ic h  rem o v ed  any  p a r t i c l e s  o f  a d h e r i n g  s a n d ;  

t h e  t h e n  m a r k e ta b l e  p h o s p h a te  was c a u g h t  up by  e l e v a t o r s  

a n d  d e l i v e r e d  on  b o a rd  r a i l w a y  c a r s  s t a n d i n g  on a t r a c k  

p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  c a n a l .  S team  p o w er d id  i t  a l l ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  

c a p a c i t y  w as 300  t o n s  a  d a y ,  a n d  " a  c a r  l o a d  o f  20  t o n s  c o u ld

^ ̂ M a n u f a c tu r e r  * s  Re c o r d , A p r i l  l 6 , 1 8 9 I .
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b e  r a i s e d ,  w a s h e d ,  d r i e d  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  m a r k e t  i n  f o r t y  

m i n u t e s . ” 37 The c a n a l s  r e f e r r e d  t o  w e re  s im p ly  t r e n c h e s ,  

w h ic h ,  d u e  t o  t h e  low  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  r a p i d l y  f i l l e d  

w i t h  w a t e r .

Q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s  w as a d o p te d  i n  r i v e r  m in in g ,  

w h ic h  r e q u i r e d  f a r  f e w e r  w o r k e r s  t h a n  t h e  l a n d  m in in g .

I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  d i p p e r  d r e d g e  o r  s te a m  s h o v e l ,  a  p o w e r f u l  

c e n t r i f u g a l  pump w as m o u n te d  on  t h e  bow o f  a  b o a t ,  w i t h  a  

s u c t i o n  p i p e ,  8 i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  e x t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  b o t to m  

o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b o a t ,  an d  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  

a d j u s t e d  t o  an y  d e p th  b y  m eans o f  r o p e s  a n d  p u l l e y s  c o n n e c t ­

i n g  i t s  o u t e r  e x t r e m i t y  w i t h  a  s p a r  o r  c a r r i e r .  The p e b b l e s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s a n d  a n d  w a t e r ,  w e re  d raw n  up  w i t h  g r e a t  s p e e d  

a n d  d i s c h a r g e d  i n t o  a  r e v o l v i n g  s c r e e n ,  f ro m  w h ic h  t h e  

w a s h e d  a n d  s e p a r a t e d  p e b b le s  p a s s e d  down a  c h u te  t o  a  b a r g e  

a lo n g  s i d e .  The l o a d e d  b a r g e  w as e i t h e r  to w e d  o r  f l o a t e d  t o  

t h e  e l e v a t o r  o r  s t e a m - h o i s t i n g  a p p a r a t u s ,  an d  f ro m  t h e  b a r g e  

t h e  w a sh e d  p e b b le s  w e n t t o  t h e  d r y e r .  Prom  t h e  d r y e r  t h e y  

w e re  e l e v a t e d  t o  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  d r o p p e d  

o n to  i n c l i n e d  s c r e e n s  o v e r  w h ic h  t h e y  s l i d  i n t o  t h e  s t o r a g e  

b i n s  a n d  w e re  r e a d y  f o r  s h ip m e n t .

37lhid.
^ ^Ib id .
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New S e t t l e r s  a n d  New C o m p an ies

M in in g  n a t u r a l l y  c a u s e d  t h e  v a lu e  o f  l a n d  t o  I n c r e a s e .  

L ik e  g o ld  an d  s i l v e r  I n  t h e  W e s t ,  p h o s p h a te  c a u s e d  t h e  v a lu e  

o f  l a n d  t o  r i s e  r a p i d l y .  " O ld "  s e t t l e r s  s u c h  a s  J .  A . F o r t n e r ,  

I s a a c  W h i t a k e r ,  J a m e s  G. M ax cy , a n d  o t h e r s  b ecam e w e a l th y  

o v e r n i g h t .  L and  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  p a i d  f ro m  50 c e n t s  t o  

$3 a n  a c r e  a n d  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s o l d  f o r  $4 a n  a c r e  I n  

1889  w as s e l l i n g  f o r  $100 a n  a c r e  by  I 8 9 1 . Some o f  t h e  

w e a l th y  f a m i l i e s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  a c q u i r e d  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  a t  

t h i s  t i m e .3 9

Some p h o s p h a te  l a n d  s o l d  f o r  a s  m uch a s  $ 1 ,0 0 0  a n  

a c r e .  The u s u a l  s e l l i n g  p r i c e  w as f ro m  $25 t o  $200 p e r  a c r e  

I n  1 8 9 1 ,  d e p e n d in g  o n  w h e th e r  I t  w as p u r c h a s e d  fro m  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  o w n e r , o r  f ro m  t h e  f i r s t ,  s e c o n d ,  t h i r d ,  o r  f o u r t h  

s p e c u l a t o r .

L a rg e  n u m b ers  o f  s e t t l e r s  b e g a n  m o v in g  I n t o  t h e  a r e a  

I n  t h e  1 8 9 0 * s . Some o f  t h e s e  w e re  f ro m  t h e  N o r th ,  b u t  m o s t  

came f ro m  o t h e r  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s .  M ore s e t t l e r s  m ean t m o re  

w o r k e r s  f o r  t h e  m in e s .  A few  o f  t h e  new s e t t l e r s  w e re  

f o r e i g n  b o r n .  The A g g e l l s ' ( G r e e k ) ,  C r l s t a f a r o ' s  ( I t a l i a n ) ,  

an d  H e n r lq u e z *  ( C u b a n ) ,  c a n  t r a c e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  The e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  f o r e i g n  I m m ig r a t io n  was v e r y  s m a l l  

c o m p a re d  t o  t h e  I n f l u x  o f  C h i n e s e ,  M e x ic a n s ,  C h i l e a n s ,  F r e n c h

^ ^ D eed  R e c o rd  B ook ( 1 8 8 9 - 9 1 ) ,  XXXI-XLIX. 

^ ° I b l d . , ( 1 8 9 1 ) ,  X L V II.
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a n d  o t h e r s  i n t o  t h e  m in in g  c o m m u n i tie s  o f  t h e  We s t . The

f o r e i g n  im m ig r a n ts  t h a t  d i d  come t o  t h e  p h o s p h a te  a r e a  o f

F l o r i d a  w e re  a l l  b a s i c a l l y  C a u c a s ia n  a n d  w e re  r e a d i l y

a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  w i t h o u t  an y  p r e j u d i c e  d e v e lo p i n g .

T h is  w as q u i t e  u n l i k e  t h e  W e s t , w h e re  c e r t a i n  r a c i a l

p a t t e r n s  w h ic h  d e v e lo p e d  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  h a v e  n o t

y e t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  Of c o u r s e ^  t h e  N eg ro  w as n o t  a l lo w e d  t o

a s s i m i l a t e  on  t h e  F l o r i d a  m in in g  f r o n t i e r ,  an d  r e m a in e d  an

" o u t s i d e r "  on  t h e  s o c i a l  l e v e l .  T h is  w as d u e  t o  t h e  l a r g e

n u m b er o f  N e g ro  im m ig r a n ts  i n  t h e  l 8 9 0 ’ s an d  t o  t h e  " S o u th e r n "

c u l t u r e  o f  m o s t o f  t h e  w h i t e s .

W ith  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  new s e t t l e r s  an d  w i t h  n u m ero u s

p h o s p h a te  c o m p a n ie s  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  p r e s e n t e d  a

s c e n e  o f  c o m m e rc ia l  a c t i v i t y  an d  u n d rea m e d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y .

A new im p e tu s  h a d  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  b u s i n e s s  ;

l a b o r e r s  w e re  s u p p l i e d  w i th  s t e a d y  an d  p r o f i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n s

a n d  u p o n  t h e  w h o le ,  p h o s p h a te  a c c o m p l is h e d  m ore i n  t h e  lo n g

r u n  f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty  t h a n  g o ld  o r  s i l v e r  d i d  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a

an d  N ev ad a  a  few  d e c a d e s  e a r l i e r .

By 1 8 9 3 , t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m p a n ie s  h a d  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  i n

P o lk  C o u n ty  :

B a r to w  P h o s p h a te  Company 
P h a r r  P h o s p h a te  Company 
H om eland  P e b b le  P h o s p h a te  Company 
W h ita k e r  P h o s p h a te  a n d  F e r t i l i z e r  Company

^ ^ C h a r l e s  H ow ard S h in n ,  M in in g  Camp's: A S tu d y  i n
A m e ric a n  F r o n t i e r  G o v ern m en t (New Y o rk : H a r p e r  & Row, 1 965)
p p .  2 1 2 -2 1 8 .
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M oore & T atum  P h o s p h a te  Company 
V i r g l n i a - P l o r i d a  P h o s p h a te  Company 
P o r t  M eade P h o s p h a te  Company 
P l o r i d a  P h o s p h a te  Company 
N a t i o n a l  P e a c e  R iv e r  P h o s p h a te  Company 
E x c e l s i o r  P h o s p h a te  Company 
L ak e  H an co ck  P e b b le  P h o s p h a te  Company 
T e r r a c e a  P h o s p h a te  Company 
B one V a l l e y  P h o s p h a te  Company 
L and  P e b b le  P h o s p h a te  Company 
C o w les  & J o r d a n  P h o s p h a te  Company 
W ils o n  B r o s .  P h o s p h a te  Company .
F o o te  C o m m e rc ia l P h o s p h a te  Company^'^

I n  M ay, 1 8 9 3 ,  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  B arto w  C o u r l e r -  

I n f o r m a n t , w h ic h  f o r  y e a r s  w o u ld  b e  t h e  m a in  p a p e r  s e r v i n g  

P o lk  C o u n ty ,  h a d  a s  I t s  s u b t i t l e ,  "T he G r e a t  P h o s p h a te  

J o u r n a l  o f  F l o r i d a , "  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  I m p o r ta n c e  o f  p h o s p h a te  

to  t h e  a r e a . j n  j u s t  t e n  s h o r t  y e a r s ,  p h o s p h a te  h ad  

r e p l a c e d  c a t t l e  a s  t h e  e c o n o m ic  " k in g "  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty . Many 

a c r e s  o f  g o o d  g r a z i n g  l a n d  w e re  du g  up  f o r  t h e  v a lu a b l e  

p e b b le s  b e n e a t h  t h e  s o i l .

P h o s p h a te  L i t e r a t u r e  

Two I n t e r e s t i n g  o ld  poem s I n c l u d e d  h e r e  g iv e  an  

I n s i g h t  a s  t o  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  o f  p h o s p h a te  u p o n  t h e  c i t i z e n s  

o f  t h e  a r e a .  The f i r s t  poem was b y  a n  anonym ous a u th o r ,  

o b v io u s ly  f rx m  DeS o to  C o u n ty . The s e c o n d  p o em , e n t i t l e d  

" P h o s p h a te  R a v in "  w as by  a  man I d e n t i f i e d  o n ly  a s  "Mose 

L i k e ly "  an d  w as d a t e d  " W in te r  H a v e n , J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  I 89O ."

^^ D eed  R e c o rd  Book ( 1 8 9 3 ) ,  LIV-LV 

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , May 1 1 , I 8 9 3 .
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W hat m akes a  c o u n t r y  fam o u s?
Was a  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d  o f  o l d ;

And a  w is e  man q u i c k l y  a n s w e r e d ,
’ T l s  b r i g h t  a n d  s h i n i n g  g o l d .

And s o  I t  w a s ,  a n d  so  I t  I s ,
The w h o le  b r o a d  w o r ld  a r o u n d .

T h a t  c o u n t r y  I s  m o st fam o u s
W here t h e  g r e a t e s t  w e a l th  I s  f o u n d .

J u s t  l o o k  a t  C a l i f o r n i a ,
E re  e i g h t e e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - e i g h t .  

B e f o re  g o ld  w as d i s c o v e r e d  t h e r e ,
Few knew o f  s u c h  a  S t a t e .

B u t w hen t h e  p r o c l a m a t io n
W ent f o r t h  t h e  b r o a d  w o r ld  o ’ e r .

How m any th o u s a n d  s t a r t e d  
To s e e k  t h a t  fam o u s s h o r e .

How I s  I t  now I n  P l o r i d a ,
T h is  b r i g h t  an d  s u n n y  l a n d .

W here p h o s p h a te  h a s  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  
So t h i c k  on e v e ry  h a n d ?

W here p h o s p h a te  h a s  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d ,  
t h e  r i c h e s t  e v e r  f o u n d .

And I n  s u c h  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s ,
’ t l s  p i l e d  up  on e v e r y  h a n d .

You may t a l k  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,
W ith  a  g o ld  m in e  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  ;

B u t s h e ’ s n o t  w i t h  s u n n y  P l o r i d a ,
And h e r  P h o s p h a te  now c o m p a re .

And I f  r i c h e s  m ake a  c o u n t r y  
So fam o u s  a n d  s o  g r e a t .

O f c o u r s e  s o  r i c h  and  f a m o u s .
I t  w i l l  a l s o  m ake a  S t a t e .

And j u s t  h e r e  w i t h i n  o u r  c o u n ty  
(D e S o to  I s  I t s  nam e)

L ie s  g r e a t e r  w e a l th  I n  P h o s p h a te  
T h an  f ro m  C a l i f o r n i a  c a m e .

P o r  f ro m  one p l a n t  J u s t  s t a r t e d .
Not y e t  a  f u l l  y e a r  o ld  

M ore w e a l th  h a s  now b e e n  t a k e n  
T han  a l l  C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  g o l d .
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P h o s p h a te  w i l l  s o o n  b e  t a k e n  
A l l  o v e r  o u r  b r o a d  l a n d .

L ik e w is e  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s —
P o r  t h e r e ' s  g r e a t  d e m a n d .

And b e s i d e s  h e r  P h o s p h a te ,
W hich  e q u a l s  s h i n i n g  g o l d .

The r i c h  f r u i t  o f  t h e  t r o p i c s .
On a l l  s i d e s  we b e h o ld .

O ur o r a n g e s  a r e  t h e  f i n e s t  
T h a t  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d

I n  an y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y .
The w h o le  b r o a d  w o r ld  a r o u n d .

Our l e m o n s ,  l im e s  a n d  g r a p e  f r u i t .
And o t h e r  f r u i t s  m o re  r a r e  ;

The fam o u s f r u i t s  o f  I t a l y  
Can n o t  w i t h  th em  c o m p a re .

And s o o n  o u r  S t a t e  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  
In  w e a l t h ,  a s  s h e  h a s  d o n e

I n  c l i m a t e ,  f r u i t  a n d  f l o w e r s .
And h e r  b r i g h t  h e a l t h - g i v i n g  s u n .

PHOSPHATE RAVIN!

O nce u p o n  a  m id n ig h t  d r e a r y ,  a s  I  p o n d e re d  
w eak  a n d  w e a r y .

O 'e r  many o f  l i f e ' s  p r o b le m s  (w h ic h  I 'v e  n e v e r  
s o lv e d  t o  d a t e ) .

As d e s p o n d e n t  a n d  d e j e c t e d ,  I  p o n d e re d  an d  
r e f l e c t e d

On t h i n g s  q u i t e  c l o s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  my 
im p e c u n io u s  s t a t e .

T h e re  came an  a p p a r i t i o n  l i k e  t h e  h a r b i n g e r  
o f  f a t e

And h i s  o n ly  s a l u t a t i o n  w as t h e  s im p le  w o rd , 
" P h o s p h a te  !"

A h , d i s t i n c t l y  I  re m e m b e r , ' tw a s  t h e  l a s t  n i g h t  
i n  D ecem ber

And my h o u s e h o ld ,  e v e r y  m em b er, u n c o n s c io u s  l a y  
i n  s lu m b e r  s w e e t ;

" 0 ,  w o r l d ! "  I  m u t t e r e d ,  "Who c a n  know t h e  b r e a d t h  
a n d  d e p th  o f  human woe I "

Q uo th  t h e  A p p a r i t i o n  q u i c k l y :  " I  b o r e d  i t  m ore
t h a n  t h i r t y  f e e t  !"

p a g e  w as : "Prom  t h e  A r c a d ia  R e a l  E s t a t e  J o u r n a l . "  T h is  poem
c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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H is  c h e e k s  w e re  p a l e ,  h i s  h e a d  w as b a r e ;  h i s  e y e s  

t h r o u g h  m a t t e d  l o c k s  o f  h a i r  
S h o t f o r t h  a  r e s t l e s s ,  f r e n z i e d  g l a r e .

Thus I  s p a k e :  "W hat f a t e  h a t h  s e n t
T h ee  f o r t h  a  w a n d e r e r ,  a l o n e ;  h a s t  t h o u  n o  

k i n d r e d ,  f r i e n d  o r  hom e?
How m uch o f  h a p p in e s s  h a s t  know n?"

" N e a r ly  e l g h t y - e l g h t  p e r  c e n t ! "
T hus h e  a n s w e r e d .  I n  a  w h i s p e r :  " N e a r ly

e l g h t y - e l g h t  p e r  c e n t  !"

T h u s I  q u i z z e d  h im  ( t o  c a t c h  t h e  t r e n d  o f  h i s  
v a c a n t  t h o u g h t s ) :  " P r a y ,  my f r i e n d .

W hat c o m p e n s a te s  t h e  s o n s  o f  t o l l  who w o rk  
fro m  dawn t o  s e t  o f  s u n ? "

A p o o r  w r e tc h  g r u b s ,  o r  s w in g s  h i s  a x e ,  o r  d i g s  
an d  d e lv e s  " t i l l  h i s  b a c k  b o n e  c r a c k s  

To e a r n  t h e  b r e a d  h i s  h o u s e h o ld  l a c k s  ; b u t  w h a t 
d o e s  h e  g e t ?  t e l l  me— c o m e!"

T h en  r e p l i e d  t h e  s u n - o f - a - g u n !
"T w elv e  d o l l a r s  a n d  a h a l f  a  t o n ! "

" C h i ld  o f  m i s f o r t u n e ,  s p e a k  me f a i r ;  w h a t 
I s  t h a t  gem o f  r a y  so  r a r e ,

" T w i l l  p u r p h a s e  a l l  p o s s e s s i o n s  e l s e , — t h e  
p o w e r and  w e a l t h  w h ic h  a l l  men s e e k .  

D i s t i n c t i o n ,  fam e a n d  m a g i c s ,  w h e re  l i e s  
c o n c e a l e d  t h e  m a g ic  k e y .

W i l l  o pe  e a r t h ' s  t r e a s u r e  h o u s e  t o  m e?"
A s i c k l y  s m i l e  o 'e r s p r e a d  h i s  c h e e k .

As h e  r e p l i e d  I n  a c c e n t s  w eak : " I  fo u n d  I t ,
S i r ,  down o n  P e a c e  C re e k ! "

"Madman, l u n a t i c .  I m b e c i l e — a n s w e r  t o  w h a t 
name y o u  w i l l —

W hat I s  t h i s  t h i n g  o f  w h ic h  y o u  p r a t e ?
W h a t 's  t u r n e d  s o  m any h e a d  o f  l a t e ?

W hat m akes a  man a  b i l l i o n a i r e ,  an d  t a k e s  
fro m  h im  e a c h  c r o s s  an d  c a r e ?

I ' l l  t e l l  I t  n o t ,  I  a s s e r v e r a t e  ! "  n o t  a  
m oment d i d  h e  h e s i t a t e .

B u t p r o m p t ly  g a v e  t h e  a n s w e r  s t r a i g h t .
I n  o n e  s y m b o l ic  w o rd  : "PHOSPHATE!!"

MOSE LIKELY 45

^Mose L i k e l y ,  " P h o s p h a te  R a v in "  ( W in te r  H av en , 
F l a . : J a n .  2 8 ,  1 8 9 0 ) .  O ld  c o p y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  P o lk  C o u n ty  
H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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P o e t r y  i s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e o p le

d u r in g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  w h ic h  i t  w as w r i t t e n ,  b u t  e v e n  b e t t e r

i n d i c a t o r s  a r e  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i b i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  th e y

Jam es  H. D r ig g e r s  w as a  m em ber o f  a  p i o n e e r  f a m i ly  

o f  F o lk  C o u n ty . L ik e  many o f  h i s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  w hen p h o s ­

p h a t e  w as d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  h e  h o p e d  t o  make h i s  f o r ­

t u n e .  H is  w i f e  w en t t o  s t a y  w i th  r e l a t i v e s  i n  G e o r g ia  w h i l e

h e  h u n te d  f o r  a  p r o s p e r o u s  m ine  t o  a s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  w i t h .

He w e n t t o  w o rk  a t  P e b b le  M ine a b o u t  4 m i l e s  fro m  t h e  p r e s e n t

c i t y  o f  M u lb e r r y .  He w r o te  " I  h a v e  g o t  a  jo b  a n d  d o n ' t  h a v e

a n y th i n g  t o  do b u t  t o  t e n d  t o  t h e  c a r s  an d  h o r s e s  a n d  h u n t  

h o g s  a n d  I  h a v e  a  h o r s e  t o  r i d e  a n y w h e re  I  w a n t t o  g o .

Two d a y s  l a t e r  D r ig g e r s  n e x t  l e t t e r  h a d  m ore e x c i t e ­

m en t i n  i t .  The p h o s p h a te  c a m p s , l i k e  th e  m in in g  camps o f  

t h e  W e s t ,  h a d  t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  v i o l e n c e .  D r ig g e r s  s a i d  t h a t  

" S e c t i o n  B o ss  B a i l e y ' s  N eg ro  p l a y e d  s i c k  y e s t e r d a y  m o rn in g ,  

a n d  w hen B a i l e y  an d  th e  r e s t  w as g o n e .  He w e n t i n  t h e  h o u s e "  

w h e re  M rs . B a i l e y  w a s , " c a u g h t  h e r  a n d  b e a t  h e r  p r e t t y  b a d .  

She h o l lo w e d  a n d  he  t u r n e d  h e r  l o o s e  a n d  r u n  o f f .  She 

r e p o r t e d  i t  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  I  s u p p o s e  i n  e i g h t  h o u r s  

t im e  t h e r e  w as 150 men a f t e r  h im ."  He c o n t i n u e d ,  " th e y  ru n

h im  i n  t h e  swamp— i t  come up a  r a i n  a n d  th e y  l o s t  h im , b u t

th e y  c a u g h t  h im  to d a y  a b o u t  70 o r  100 m i l e s  fro m  h e r e . "

L e t t e r ,  Jam es H. D r ig g e r s  t o  M rs . J .  H. D r i g g e r s ,  
J u l y  2 3 , 1 8 9 9 , M u lb e r ry ,  P l o r i d a ,  P r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  M rs . 
Roy G la d n e y .
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He w as c a p tu r e d  b y  t h e  s h e r i f f  a t  I n v e r n e s s ,  who w i r e d  h e  

w o u ld  b r i n g  h im  t o  L a k e la n d  t o  m e e t  t h e  P o lk  C ounty  s h e r i f f .  

D r i g g e r s  w r o te  " t h e r e  i s  g o n e  a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  men t o  L a k e la n d  

t o  m ee t t h e  t r a i n — t h e y  a r e  g o in g  t o  t a k e  h im  and ly n c h  h im —  

e v e r y  man i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  g o n e  t o  L a k e la n d  t o n i g h t . "

D r i g g e r s  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  h e  w a n te d  t o  g o ,  b u t  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  

o f f  a s  h e  w as on  t h e  " n i g h t - r u n . "  He a d m o n ish e d  h i s  w i f e  

" t o  b e  c a r e f u l  up t h e r e  f o r  y o u  know t h a t  i s  a  b ad  p l a c e  f o r  

N e g ro e s  t o  c u tu p  l i k e  t h a t . "^ 7

D r i g g e r s  t i r e d  o f  h i s  J o b  a t  P e b b le  and w o rk ed  f o r  

a  w h i l e  a t  K in g s  f o r d ,  1 m i l e  s o u th  o f  t h e  s i t e  o f  M u lb e r ry .

H is  w i f e  J o in e d  h im  t h e r e ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  lo n g  b e f o r e  h e  

w as o f f  l o o k in g  f o r  a new J o b .  He w en t t o  Tampa w h ere  he  

t o o k  " p l e a s u r e  t h i s  m o rn in g  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  t e l l i n g  you  ( h i s  

w i f e )  t h a t  I  h a v e  g o t  a  J o b .  I  am t o  go t o  work i n  t h e  

m o rn in g  on  t h e  d r e d g e .  P o r t  T am p a."  D r ig g e r s  s a id  t h a t  he 

w o u ld  b e  p a id  $ 2 .7 5  ( p re s u m a b ly  p e r  w eek ) w h ich  was m ore t h a n  

h e  m ade r u n n in g  a  d re d g e  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty .  He s a id  t h e  m a c h in e ry  

w o u ld  " b e  aw kw ard  f o r  me a t  f i r s t — i t  i s  w o rse  th a n  r u n n in g  

a  s te a m  s h o v e l — I  h a v e  n i n e  l e v e r s  t o  h a n d le  b u t  I  am g o in g  

t o  t r y . "  I n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  Tampa a t  th e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  c e n tu r y  w as D r i g g e r ' s  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k ,  " J u s t  d i r e c t  y o u r

^ ^ L e t t e r ,  Jam es H. D r i g g e r s  t o  M rs . J .  H. D r i g g e r s ,  
J u l y  2 5 ,  1 8 9 9 , M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  P r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  M rs . 
Roy G la d n e y .

^ ® L e t te r ,  Jam es H. D r i g g e r s  t o  M rs . J .  H. D r i g g e r s ,  
N ov. 6 ,  1 9 0 0 , M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  P r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  M rs . 
Roy G la d n e y .
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The p h o s p h a te  m in e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r ,  h a d  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  

i n c r e a s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  P l o r i d a  m in in g  

f r o n t i e r .  T h is  p a t t e r n  w o u ld  l e a d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

t h e  tow n o f  M u lb e r ry .
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THE FRONTIER FADES

S m a ll  c o m m u n i t ie s  d e v e lo p e d  a ro u n d  F l o r i d a ' s  

p h o s p h a te  m in e s ,  m uch aa  t h e y  d id  a ro u n d  t h e  g o ld  m in e s  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a .  W ith  f o u r  m in e s  i n  a  r a d i u s  o f  a s  many m i l e s ,  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  to w n  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  b i g  m u lb e r ry  

t r e e , w h e re  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s e d  t h e  A l a f i a  R i v e r ,  w as 

i n e v i t a b l e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  l 8 9 0 's ,  m in e r s  f i r s t  e r e c t e d  s h a c k s  

w i t h  w h a te v e r  m a t e r i a l  w as a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  t h e  new to w n  o f  

M u lb e r ry  r e s e m b le d  a  boom to w n  o f  t h e  o ld  W est and  w as e v e r y  

b i t  a s  w i l d .

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity  w as a  

s a w m il l  w h ic h  " c o u ld  n o t  k e e p  up w i t h  t h e  dem and f o r  b o a r d s  

f o r  new h o u s e s . "  N e a r ly  a l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  

to w n  w e re  m i n e r s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  few  r a i l r o a d  w o r k e r s . ^

I n  1 8 9 5 , M u lb e r ry  w as f o r t u n a t e  t o  g e t  i t s  f i r s t  

d o c t o r ,  A. F . F l e t c h e r  o f  G e o r g ia .  F l e t c h e r  h a d  h i s  h a n d s  

f u l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  due t o  t h e  n um ber o f  s h o o t i n g s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

One e a r l y  o b s e r v e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s

^R e c o r d , D e c . 1 9 , 1 9 3 5 .
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" s h o u ld  c o n t i n u e  a ro u n d  L and  P e b b le  M in e , t h e  d o c t o r  s h o u ld  

h a v e  h i s  h a n d s  f u l l  o f  p a t i e n t s ,  an d  h i s  p o c k e t s  f u l l  o f  

b u l l e t s .

One o f  t h e  m o s t  I n f l u e n t i a l  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  i n  M u lb e r ry  

was L u th e r  N a th a n  P i p k i n ,  b o r n  i n  A lab am a  i n  1866 t o  N a th a n  

a n d  M a rg a r e t  H a r t  P i p k in .  H is  f a m i ly  cam e t o  F l o r i d a  when 

h e  w as s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  o ld  a n d  h o m e s te a d e d  3 m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  

o f  M u lb e r ry  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  M o c k in g b ird  H i l l  a r e a .  He w as 

e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  b u t c h e r  a n d  m e a t  b u s i n e s s  i n  L a k e la n d  an d  

B a r to w  fro m  1889 t o  1 8 9 4 , w hen h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  m e r c a n t i l e  

b u s i n e s s  i n  M u lb e r r y .  T h is  w as t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e  o f  an y  

c o n s e q u e n c e  i n  t h e  new to w n .^

L u th e r  P i p k in  becam e t h e  to w n ’ s l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n  i n  

i t s  f i r s t  y e a r s .  I n  I 8 9 6 , a s  a  m em ber o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  E x e c u ­

t i v e  T e m p era n c e  C o m m itte e , P i p k i n  c i r c u l a t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  

a l l o w  t h e  p e o p le  t o  v o t e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  w a n te d  l i c e n s e d  

s a lo o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y . ^

A n o th e r  p r o m in e n t  p e r s o n  t o  m ake h i s  home i n  M u lb e r ry  

w as Ben H i l l  G r i f f i n ,  S r .  G r i f f i n  w as b o r n  i n  D e c a tu r  C o u n ty ,  

G e o r g ia ,  i n  I 876  a n d  m oved w i t h  h i s  f a m i ly  t o  M u lb e r ry  i n  

1891  b e f o r e  t h e r e  w e re  an y  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  co m m u n ity .

^ I n f o r m a n t , A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 8 9 5 . 

% e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  3 0 9 . 

^ I n f o r m a n t , J u n e  1 0 ,  I 8 9 6 .
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He w as c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  th .e  P a lm e t to  P h o s p h a te  Company f o r  

e i g h t e e n  y e a r s .  He m a r r ie d  S a ra h . G.. Maxcy o f  M u lb e r r y .

T hey  h a d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  I n c l u d i n g  Ben H i l l  G r i f f i n ,  J r . ,  one 

o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  men I n  t h e  s t a t e .  The f a m i ly  m oved t o

E l e c t i o n s

By A u g u s t  1 8 9 6 , M u lb e r ry  was t h e  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  v o t in g  

d i s t r i c t  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  w i th  a  t o t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  f i f t y -  

f o u r  p e r s o n s  I n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  w h ic h  I n c l u d e d  n o t  o n ly  M u lb e r ry  

b u t  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The T e m p era n c e  C o m m itte e  w as e v i ­

d e n t l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  a s  P o lk  C o u n ty  v o te d  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  by  a  

l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  450 d r y  v o t e s  t o  213 w et v o t e s  I n  t h e  

s p e c i a l  A u g u s t e l e c t i o n .  H o w ev er, M u lb e r ry ,  a p p a r e n t l y  

a p a t h e t i c  on  t h e  I s s u e ,  c a s t  o n ly  9 d r y  v o t e s  a s  o p p o se d  t o  7 

w e t  v o t e s .  One p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  low v o t e r  t u r n o u t  

w as t h a t  many p e o p le  h ad  n o t  p a id  t h e i r  p o l l  t a x ,  r e c e n t l y  

p a s s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  I n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  k e e p  N e g ro e s  

fro m  v o t i n g . ^

One m o n th  a f t e r  t h e  v o t e  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  I 896 

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a m p a ig n  was I n  h i g h  g e a r .  The c i t i z e n s  o f  

M u lb e r ry  to o k  a n  a c t i v e  I n t e r e s t  I n  t h e  c a m p a ig n .  On 

S e p te m b e r  1 2 , B y ro n  A s h le y  sp o k e  I n  M u lb e r ry  f o r  t h e  P e o p le s

^ H e th e r ln g t o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  2 4 ? .

^ I n f o r m a n t , J u l y  1 5 , I 8 9 6 ; A ug. 5 ,  I 8 9 6 ; A ug. 1 2 , I 8 9 6 .
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P a r t y ,  f o l l o w e d  on S e p te m b e r  l 4  by  W. H. R e y n o ld s  s p e a k in g  

I n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  D e m o c ra t ic  c a n d i d a t e s .  By l a t e  S e p te m b e r ,  

t h e r e  w ere  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  I n  D i s t r i c t  l 8 .  

I n c l u d i n g  s u c h  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  a s :  L . D. A n d e r s o n ,” Ja m e s  H.

C a r u t h e r s ,  D r .  A. P .  F l e t c h e r , J . A. F o r t n e r ,  J .  G. M axcy ,

L . N. P i p k i n ,  a n d  G. W. W a ts o n .^  I n  t h e  O c to b e r  6 e l e c t i o n  

t h e r e  w ere  s l x t y - n l n e  v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  g o v e rn o r  w i th  W il l ia m  D. 

B lo x h am , t h e  D e m o c ra t ,  r e c e i v i n g  f o r t y - o n e  t o  tw e n ty - o n e  f o r  

A. W. W eeks, t h e  P o p u l i s t  a n d  o n ly  s e v e n  f o r  E . R . G unby, 

t h e  R e p u b l ic a n .  I n  t h e  N ovem ber p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e r e  

w e re  f o r t y - t h r e e  v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  t h e  D em o cra t W ill ia m  J .

B ry a n  an d  o n ly  f o u r t e e n  f o r  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n  W il l ia m  M cK in ley .®  

The o u tco m e  e v id e n c e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u th e r n  p r e f e r e n c e  

f o r  t h e  D e m o c ra t ic  p a r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t y p i c a l  m in e r s  

p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  B ry a n  t h a t  a l s o  p r e v a i l e d  I n  t h e  W e s t . ^

R e p u b l ic a n  s u p p o r t  d w in d le d  t o  n o t h in g  I n  t h e  1900 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  M u lb e r ry  c a s t  f i f t y - s e v e n  b a l l o t s  f o r  

W il l ia m  J .  B r y a n ,  t h e  D e m o c ra t ic  n o m in e e  f o r  P r e s i d e n t .  

T y p i c a l  o f  t h e  d e e p  S o u th  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e r e  w ere  no  

R e p u b l ic a n  v o t e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  p o l l  t a x

^ I n f o r m a n t ,  S e p t .  2 3 ,  I 8 9 6 .

^ I n f o r m a n t , O c t .  7 ,  1 8 9 6 ; N ov. 4 ,  I 8 9 6 . 

^ H e s s e l t l n e  a n d  S m i l e y ,  d p .  c l t . , p .  4 30 . 

I n f o r m a n t , N ov. 7 ,  1 9 0 0 .
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T h e re  h a d  b e e n  m uch t a l k  o f  m o v in g  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  

fro m  T a l l a h a s s e e  t o  a  m o re  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  p r e f e r a b l y  

J a c k s o n v i l l e  o r  O c a la .  T h is  p r o p o s a l  w as p u t  on  t h e  sam e 

b a l l o t ,  a n d  s t a t e  v o t e r s  n a r r o w ly  d e c id e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  c a p i t a l  

I n  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o m b in e d  v o t e s  f o r  o t h e r  l o c a ­

t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a b o u t  6Q p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e . M u lb e r ry  

h a d  l i t t l e  e n th u s i a s m  f o r  m o v in g  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  c a s t  f i f t y -  

f o u r  v o t e s  f o r  T a l l a h a s s e e  a n d  o n ly  tw e lv e  f o r  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  c o m b in e d . 1̂1

B u s in e s s  G row th  

I n  t h e  c lo s i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

c i t i z e n s  f o c u s e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  g ro w th  o f  b u s i n e s s .  

A l l  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n itie s  w e re  g ro w in g  a t  t h i s  t im e .  

N e ig h b o r in g  B a rto w  g o t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  I n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 9 7 .^ ^

I t  w o u ld  b e  t e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  M u lb e r ry  w o u ld  h a v e  t h i s  l u x u r y  

I n  S e p te m b e r ,  1 8 9 7 , F r e d  Gemme, J r . ,  o p e n e d  a b a r b e r  sh o p  

I n  K l n g s f o r d . ^ ^  C i t i z e n s  o f  M u lb e r ry  d e s i r i n g  a  h a i r c u t  

e i t h e r  c u t  t h e i r  own o r  t r a v e l e d  t h e  2 m i l e s  t o  K ln g s f o r d  

u n t i l  1 9 0 1 , when Ed K eene o p e n e d  t h e  f i r s t  " t o n s o r l a l  p a r l o r "  

I n  M u lb e r ry  p r o p e r .

13

^I n f o r m a n t , N ov. l 4 ,  1 9 0 0 .

^ ^ C lty  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , May l 6 ,  1 9 0 7 . 

I n f o r m a n t , S e p t .  1 5 ,  1 8 9 7 .

I n f o r m a n t , M arch  1 3 ,  1 9 0 1 .
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I t  w o u ld  b e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  to w n  w o u ld  h a v e  

i t s  own n e w s p a p e r  t o  h e lp  e n c o u ra g e  t h e  g ro w th  o f  b u s i n e s s .  

H o w ev er, on A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 9 9 , t h e  B a r to w  C o u r i e r - I n f o r m a n t  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  c a r r y  new s f ro m  M u lb e r r y ,  " th e  r a p i d l y  

g ro w in g  co m m u n ity  9 m i l e s  d u e  w e s t  o f  B a r to w  on a  b r a n c h  o f  

t h e  P l a n t  S y s te m ,"  on  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  T he unknow n c o r ­

r e s p o n d e n t  i n  M u lb e r ry  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  " fa m o u s  P a l m e t to  P h o s p h a te  

P l a n t  i s  o n ly  1 /2  m i l e  s o u t h w e s t . K in g s f o r d  P l a n t  i s  2 

m i l e s  s o u t h ,  a n d  Bone V a l l e y  a n d  L and P e b b le  P h o s p h a te  

p l a n t s  a r e  1 1 /2  m i l e s  n o r th w e s t  a n d  n o r t h e a s t . "  He f u r t h e r  

n o t e d  t h a t  " a l l  r o a d s  c r o s s  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  o u r  l i m i t s .  The 

p a y r o l l s  f ro m  t h e s e  f o u r  p l a n t s  a m o u n t t o  $ 1 ,0 0 0  c a s h  p e r  

d a y ."  T h is  d e s c r i p t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  g a v e  t h e  co m m u n ity  a  

p r o m is e  o f  g ro w th  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .

The to w n  w as b o o m in g  b y  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 9 9 . C o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  w as s e e n  e v e ry w h e re .  New r e s i d e n c e s  w e re  b u i l t  by 

many l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D r . A . P .  F l e t c h e r ,  A. J .  

M c A u lla y , W. R . L a n g f o rd  a n d  J .  H. D r i g g e r s .  L . N. C r i g l e r  

o f  B a r to w  a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  f o r  a  new r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n  

on t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  b e s t - d r a i n e d  p o i n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .

C r i g l e r  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e s e  hom es w o u ld  b e  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  

i n s t a l l m e n t  p l a n .  Amos R a n d a l l  a n d  L . M. B a l l a r d  c o m p le te d  

new b u i l d i n g s  f o r  b u s i n e s s  u s e . He n d r y  B . B lo u n t  o f  B a r to w

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 9 9 .
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b o u g h t  o u t  t h e  o n ly  d ru g  s t o r e ,  a n d  tw o  men nam ed P e a r c e  an d  

B o o th  o p e n e d  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  i n  t h e  new  W e b s te r  b u i l d i n g .

H. W. S n e l l  b u i l t  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  n e a r  L u th e r  P i p k i n ' s  s t o r e .

I n  J u l y ,  1 8 9 9 » L . N. C r i g l e r  c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  lu m b e r  

t o  b u i l d  " a t  o n c e "  a  t e n - r o o m  h o t e l  a n d  t h r e e  c o t t a g e s  t o  

r e n t .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  on C r i g l e r ' s  h o t e l  b e g a n  t h e  f i r s t  w eek 

i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 9 . T h e re  w as a  d e f i n i t e  n e e d  f o r  a  h o te ] .  i n  

M u lb e r ry  d ue  t o  t h e  n u m b er o f  p h o s p h a te  men v i s i t i n g  t h e  

a r e a  l o o k in g  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  On th e  sam e d ay  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o t e l  b e g a n ,  J o s e p h  H u l l ,  " fam o u s  i n  t h e  

p h o s p h a te  a n d  f e r t i l i z e r  f i e l d ,  w as i n  to w n  t o  b e g in  b u i l d i n g  

a  f i f t h  p h o s p h a te  p l a n t  f o r  M u l b e r r y . "^9

P h o s p h a te  m in in g  w as g o in g  s t r o n g ,  a n d  f o u r  b o a t  

l o a d s  o f  p h o s p h a te  f ro m  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  w ere  lo a d e d  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  w eek  o f  J u l y .  P a lm e t to  M ine a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  

c l o s e  down i n  A u g u s t  t o  m ove m a c h in e ry  fro m  a n  o ld  t o  a  new 

d r e d g e .  W. W. C la r k  j o i n e d  J o s e p h  H u l l  and  o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  

men p r o s p e c t i n g  f o r  a  s i t e  f o r  a  new p h o s p h a te  p l a n t .  

S t r a n g e r s  co m in g  i n t o  to w n  w e re  s a y in g  t h e  to w n  s h o u ld  c h a n g e  

i t s  name t o  P h o s p h a te  C i t y .  T h e re  w as t a l k  o f  c o m b in in g  

M u lb e r r y ,  K i n g s f o r d  a n d  P a lm e t to  i n t o  one c i t y . 20

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , May 2 4 ,  1 8 9 9 ;  J u n e  1 4 , 1 8 9 9 . 

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , J u l y  1 9 ,  1 8 9 9 ; A ug. 9 ,  1 8 9 9 .
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P i g . 1 2 . — M u lb e r ry  H o te l  a b o u t  1 9 0 0 . 
o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .

C o u r te s y

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



138
The f i f t h  p h o s p h a te  p l a n t  i n  M u lb e r ry  w as o r g a n iz e d  

a s  P r a i r i e  P e b b le  P h o s p h a te  Com pany. J o s e p h  H u l l  was p r e s i d e n t  

a n d  W. W. C la r k  w as g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r . T h e  o u tp u t  o f  th e  

f o u r  o p e r a t i n g  m in e s  w as 1 ,2 0 0  t o n s  e v e ry  d a y  I n  O c to b e r ,

1 8 9 9 . G r e a t  s te a m  s h o v e l s  w e re  I n  u s e  t o  rem o v e  t h e  p h o s p h a te  

f ro m  t h e  e a r t h .  T he d a y  " o f  t h e  w h e e lb a r ro w  a n d  m ule  s c r a p e r "  

w as p a s t .  T h e re  w as t a l k  o f  n e e d  f o r  a n o th e r  r a i l r o a d  due 

t o  t h e  I n c r e a s e d  o u t p u t  o f  p h o s p h a te .  The c o m p a n ie s  w ere  

s a i d  t o  " p a y  good  m o n ey , a n d  m o st o f  t h e  m oney" w as s p e n t  

I n  M u lb e r r y ,  w h ic h  m e a n t t h a t  m o st I te m s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  w ere  

a v a i l a b l e  I n  M u lb e r r y 's  g r o w in g  b u s i n e s s  s e c t i o n .

The m in e s  w e re  b r i n g i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  new to w n , 

b u t  a s  l a t e  a s  S e p te m b e r ,  I 8 9 9 ,  M u lb e r ry  w as s t i l l  r a t h e r  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a c h  b y  r o a d ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e re  n o  r e a l l y  good 

r o a d s  l e a d i n g  I n t o  t h e  c o m m u n ity . The a n n o u n c em e n t on 

S e p te m b e r  20 t h a t  t h e  c o u n ty  b r i d g e  on th e  new r o a d  t o  

B a r to w  w o u ld  b e  c o m p le te d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n th  was a  Jo y o u s  

o n e .  T h is  n e w s , c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t by  J .  J .  P u rd o n , 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  P l a n t  R a i l r o a d ,  t h a t  a  s i t e  f o r  t h e i r  

d e p o t  h a d  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  I n  M u lb e r ry  an d  w o u ld  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  

a t  o n c e ,  " s e t t l e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  tow n  f o r  a l l  

t h e  f u t u r e . "  The d e p o t  s i t e  w as t o  be  o n ly  a  few  y a r d s  fro m

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , A ug. I 6 ,  1 8 9 9 .
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t h e  b i g  m u lb e r r y  t r e e .  T h e se  w e re  s ig n s  o f  a  h e a l t h y  f u t u r e  

f o r  M u lb e r r y ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e re  s t i l l  n o t  e n o u g h  h o u s e s  f o r  t h e  

p e o p le  w i s h in g  t o  l o c a t e  t h e r e ,  a n d  c i t i z e n s  s a i d  t h a t  

a n o th e r  s a w m il l  w as n e e d e d  t o  s u p p ly  t h e  dem and f o r  lu m b e r .

J o s e p h  H u l l 's  new P r a i r i e  P e b b le  M ine w as o n ly  1 /2  

m i l e  fro m  t h e  new d e p o t  s i t e .  A M u lb e r ry  c i t i z e n  i d e n t i f i e d  

o n ly  a s  J .  B. s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w as room  f o r  tw o  m ore p h o s p h a te  

p l a n t s  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  w i t h i n  a  m i l e  o f  M u lb e r r y .  The new 

p u b l i c  b r id g e  c o m p le t in g  t h e  r o a d  b e tw e e n  M u lb e r ry  an d  

B a r to w  was f i n i s h e d  on O c to b e r  2 0 ,  1899» The m u c h -n e e d e d  

s e c o n d  s a w m il l  was b u i l t  i n  e a r l y  N ovem ber o f  t h e  sam e y e a r ,  

a l l o w i n g  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  move a h e a d  a t  a  q u i c k e r  p a c e .

The new s a w m il l  w as t o o  l a t e  t o  h e lp  L . N. C r i g l e r * s  h o t e l  

s i n c e  i t  h a d  b e e n  c o m p le te d  t h e  sam e w e e k . Many p e o p le  

f ro m  B a rto w  w e re  i n v e s t i n g  h e a v i l y  i n  M u lb e r ry  l a n d .

On T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  3» 1 9 0 0 , J .  H. P h i l l i p s ,  an  a u c ­

t i o n e e r  f o r  L . N. C r i g l e r ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a  l a r g e  c ro w d  fro m  

B a r to w , v i s i t e d  M u lb e r ry .  I n  a  few  h o u r s  h e  s o l d  s i x t y - f i v e  

l o t s  i n  to w n  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 ,2 5 0 .  P h i l l i p s  a lw a y s  g a v e  

away a  f r e e  l o t  a t  t h e s e  a u c t i o n  s a l e s ,  an d  J .  C. M o r r i s  d rew  

t h e  lu c k y  n u m b e r . A t n o o n  P h i l l i p s  t r e a t e d  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i -

^ ^ r n f o r m a n t , S e p t .  2 0 ,  1 8 9 9 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , O c t .  2 6 ,  1 8 9 9 .

^ ^ D eed R e c o rd  Book (1 9 0 0 )  L V II ,6 4 - -7 2 ;  i n f o r m a n t ,
A p r i l  1 1 , 1 9 0 0 .
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N ot o n ly  w e re  l a n d  s a l e s  b o o m in g , b u t  b u s i n e s s  I n

M u lb e r ry  w as a l s o  f l o u r i s h i n g  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

L . N. P i p k i n ’ s s t o r e  w as t h e  b u s i e s t  a n d  b e s t  e s t a b l i s h e d .

H is  b o o k k e e p e r  w as W i l l  H ic k s  a n d  o t h e r  e m p lo y e e s  w e re  J o h n

R i s c h e r ,  J o h n  P o t t e r ,  C h a r l i e  D ic k e r s o n  a n d  M rs . H aym an.

H. W. S n e l l  o p e n e d  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  i n  N o v em b er, 1 8 9 9 . B o o th

a n d  P e a r c e  an d  t h e  C o l l i n s  b r o t h e r s  o p e r a t e d  s h o p s  a d v e r t i s i n g

’’w a g o n s , b u g g i e s ,  s h o e s ,  h a r n e s s e s ,  a n d  w a tc h e s  s o l d  a n d

r e p a i r e d . I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 0 0 , L . N. P i p k in  h a d  h i s

s t o r e  e n l a r g e d  by  L . M. B a l l a r d ,  t o  m ake m ore room  f o r  h i s

s t o c k  o f  d r y  g o o d s  a n d  n o t i o n s .  He a l s o  h a d  " C o l o n e l ”

L o g an  a n d  Bob C la x to n  p u t  i n  a n  " in c a n d e s c e n t  g a s o l i n e  v a p o r

l i g h t  m a c h in e "  f o r  h im , a n d  "now h i s  im m ense e s t a b l i s h m e n t
27

l i t e r a l l y  b l a z e d  w i t h  r a d i a n c e . "

H e n d ry  B l o u n t ’ s d ru g  s t o r e  s o o n  h a d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  

a s  S t e v e n s  a n d  R o c k n e r ’ s D rug  S t o r e  o p e n e d  i n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,

1 9 0 0 . D r. A. F .  F l e t c h e r  a l s o  h a d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  w i th  t h e  

o p e n in g  o f  a  p r a c t i c e  by  D r . Ben M organ f ro m  S t a t e s v i l l e ,  

G e o r g ia .  S t .  E lm o G ib s o n ’ s m e r c a n t i l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w as 

d o in g  a  g o o d  b u s i n e s s  a n d  h a d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f ro m  A. W. W inn 

a n d  T had  E n g l i s h . D e V a n e  a n d  P ay n e  w e re  d o in g  a  b u s t l i n g  

b u s i n e s s  i n  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  m e a t  i n  t h e i r  new t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .

27
I n f o r m a n t , S e p t .  2 6 ,  1 9 0 0 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , O c t .  3 ,  1 9 0 0 ; O c t .  1 0 ,  1 9 0 0 .
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T h e i r  r i v a l  w as t h e  M i l l s  B r o t h e r s ,  who h ad  r e c e n t l y  e n l a r g e d  

t h e i r  s t o c k .  I n  e a r l y  1 9 0 1 ,  H e n d ry  B lo u n t  b u i l t  a  new d ru g  

s t o r e ,  an d  t h e  M i l l s  b r o t h e r s  m oved t h e i r  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  i n t o  

t h e  o l d  d ru g  s t o r e .  B o th  b u s i n e s s e s  w e re  s t i l l  v e r y  

p r o f i t a b l e .

L . N. P i p k in  l o s t  o ne  o f  h i s  m o st i n d u s t r i o u s  e m p lo y e e s  

w hen J o h n  B. P o t t e r  w as a p p o in t e d  p o s tm a s t e r  o f  M u lb e r r y .  

P r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  h a d  b e e n  a t  K i n g s f o r d , b u t  t h a t  

w as c l o s e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 9 7 . E . E . W e b s te r  h a n d le d  t h e  m a i l  

i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d .  The a r e a  w as w i t h o u t  an  o f f i c i a l  

p o s t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e  one a t  M u lb e r ry  w as e s t a b l i s h e d  on 

May 1 1 ,  1 9 0 0 , w i t h  P o t t e r  a s  p o s t m a s t e r .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  P o t t e r ' s  a p p o in tm e n t  a s  p o s t m a s t e r ,

C. G. M em m inger, m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  P a l m e t to  P h o s p h a te  P l a n t  i n  

M u lb e r r y ,  r e s i g n e d  f ro m  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h e  h ad  h e l d  s i n c e  t h e  

m in e  w as c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 9 4 . He w as one o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  

o f  p h o s p h a te  i n  M u lb e r r y .  M em m inger d e c id e d  t o  go  i n t o  

l a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d  i n  t h e  n e x t  tw o d e c a d e s  b o u g h t  an d  s o ld  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  a c r e s  o f  v a l u a b l e  p h o s p h a te  l a n d s ,  a  c o u r s e  o f  

a c t i o n  w h ic h  m ade h im  a n  e x t r e m e l y  w e a l th y  m an . ^^

I n  1 9 0 1 ,  b u s i n e s s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow  r a p i d l y  i n  

M u lb e r r y .  The g ro w th  o f  t h e  to w n  m ea n t r a p i d  g r o w th  o f  t h e

I n f o r m a n t , F e b .  6 , 1 9 0 1 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , N ov. 3 ,  1 8 9 7 ; May 2 3 ,  1 9 OO.

I n f o r m a n t , N ov. l 4 ,  1 9 0 0 ;  D eed  R e c o rd  Book ( 1 9 OO- 
1 9 1 7 ) ,  L IV -C L IV .
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lu m b e r  I n d u s t r y  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  T h is  m ea n t a n  I n c r e a s e  I n  

l u m b e r - r e l a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  f i r s t  t u r p e n t i n e  

d i s t i l l e r y .  C o lo n e l  R a lp h  B. L u t t e r low  s o ld  h i s  t u r p e n t i n e  

s t i l l s  I n  n o r t h  F l o r i d a  a n d  came t o  M u lb e r ry  w i t h  m o st o f  

h i s  e m p lo y e e s  t o  b e g in  a  s i m i l a r  b u s i n e s s .  O th e r  b u s in e s s e s  

a l s o  p r o s p e r e d .  Gus DeVane s o l d  h i s  m ea t m a rk e t  t o  M. H. 

H o l l a n d ,  a n d  P r a n k  M ax w ell s o l d  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  b i c y c l e  and  

h a r n e s s  s h o p  t o  h i s  p a r t n e r ,  P . W. W ig g in s .  B o th  s a l e s  w e re  

" p r o f i t a b l e . "  W. W. C la r k  q u i t  a s  S u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  P r a i r i e  

P e b b le  P h o s p h a te  Company f o r  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  a t  Land 

P e b b le  M in e . J .  B . Hud o f  S a v a n n a h  s u c c e e d e d  C la r k  a t  

P r a i r i e  P e b b le .

M ike C row n, t h e  S u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  n e w ly  c o m p le te d  

W in s to n  a n d  Bone V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d ,  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  P l a n t  l i n e  

w h ic h  r a n  f ro m  M u lb e r ry  t o  L a k e la n d ,  s a i d  t h a t  h e  was h a v in g  

t r o u b l e  s u p p ly i n g  en o u g h  f r e i g h t  c a r s  b e c a u s e  " p h o s p h a te  was 

b o o m in g  an d  t h e  m in e s  w e re  s h ip p i n g  h e a v i l y . "33  The r a i l r o a d  

d e p o t  a g e n t  a t  t h i s  t im e  w as R. E . S t y v e n d e r ,  who r e s i g n e d  

I n  D ecem b er t o  t a k e  a  j o b  w i t h  W e s te rn  U n io n  I n  Tam pa. The 

W in s to n  & Bone V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d  b u i l t  a  p a c k in g  h o u s e  I n  

M u lb e r ry  f o r  t h e  c i t r u s  g ro w n  I n  t h e  a r e a .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  a l l  

c i t r u s  I n  t h e  a r e a  h a d  b e e n  s h ip p e d  f ro m  P l a n t  C i t y . 3^

C i t r u s  d i d  n o t  becom e I m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  econom y o f  M u lb e r ry .

3^ I n f o r m a n t , D e c . 1 1 ,  1 9 0 1 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , D ec . 4 ,  1 9 0 1 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , A ug. 7 ,  1 9 0 1 ; D e c . 4 ,  1 9 0 1 .
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I n  1 8 9 9 , t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  a b o u t  5 m i l e s  o f  im p ro v e d  

r o a d s  i n  P o lk  c o u n ty ,  b u t  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  c l a y  r o a d  

fro m  B a rto w  t o  M u lb e r ry  i n  1900 t r i p l e d  t h i s  m i l e a g e .  I t  

w as 1901  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  a u to m o b i le  f o u n d  i t s  way i n t o  

M u lb e r r y .  W. C . S p r o t t  b u i l t  a  new l i v e r y  s t a b l e  a t  t h i s  

t im e  a n d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was p a i d  t h e  " h o r s e l e s s  c a r r i a g e s .

H en d ry  B l o u n t ' s  d r u g  s t o r e  h a d  m et s e v e r e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

w hen S te v e n s  a n d  R o c k n e r 's  d ru g  s t o r e  o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s  

i n  O c to b e r ,  1 9 0 0 ,  an d  s u f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  s e t b a c k  w hen ¥ .  C . 

S p r o t t  o p en ed  a  d ru g  s t o r e  n e x t  t o  h i s  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  i n  

M a rc h , 1 9 0 1 . E ven  m ore t r a g i c  w as t h e  l o s s  o f  B l o u n t 's  i n f a n t  

c h i l d  i n  D ecem b er o f  t h e  sam e y e a r .  T h e s e  r e v e r s e s  f o r c e d  

B lo u n t  t o  c lo s e  h i s  d ru g  s t o r e  an d  a c c e p t  a  p r o f i t a b l e  

p o s i t i o n  a s  b o o k k e e p e r  o f  L u t h e r  P i p k i n ' s  e x p a n d in g  m e r c a n t i l e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

As t h e  p h o s p h a te  c o m p a n ie s  an d  o t h e r  s p e c u l a t o r s  

g r a b b e d  up t h e  l a n d ,  f a r m in g  a n d  r a n c h i n g  d e c r e a s e d  i n  r a t e  

o f  g r o w th .  C a t t l e  r a i s i n g  w as s t i l l  an  i m p o r t a n t  an d  l u c r a ­

t i v e  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  a  r a n c h e r  c o u ld  do b e t t e r  t o  a l l o w  h i s  

l a n d  t o  b e  m in e d  f o r  p h o s p h a te .  C i t r u s  f a r m in g  w as r a p i d l y  

b e c o m in g  a n  im p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h i s ,  t o o ,  u s e d  f o rm e r  

g r a z i n g  l a n d .  B e c a u se  t h e r e  w as m ore m oney i n  p h o s p h a te  

t h a n  i n  e i t h e r  c i t r u s  o r  in  c a t t l e ,  t h e  l a n d  w h e re  p h o s p h a te  

w as m ore e a s i l y  o b t a i n e d  s e ld o m  w as u s e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p u r p o s e s .  C i t r u s  g r o v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  c a t t l e  r a n c h e s  c o u ld  b e

T r i b u n e , J a n .  7 ,  1 9 2 3 ;  I n f o r m a n t , M arch  1 3 , 1 9 0 1 . 

'i n f o r m a n t , M arch  1 3 ,  1 9 0 1 ;  D e c . 4 , 1 9 O I; D ec . 1 1 ,  19 O I.
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fo u n d  w i t h i n  20 m i l e s  o f  M u lb e r ry  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t o  t h e  e a s t .  T h e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  econom y 

o f  t h e  tow n  due t o  i t s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  p h o s p h a te .  C i t r u s -  

men d id  m o st o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  i n  L a k e la n d  an d  t h e  n e w ly  

fo rm e d  tow n  o f  W in te r  H av en .

L ik e  t h e  W e s t ,  c a t t l e  w as n o t  t h e  o n ly  l i v e s t o c k  

r a i s e d  on t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r .  I n  J u n e ,  1 8 9 7 , t h e  B a r to w  

C o u r i e r - I n f o r m a n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  0 .  H. A l b r i t t o n  o f  C h ic o r a  

s o l d  6 ,7 4 3  p o u n d s  o f  w o o l t o  M aas B r o t h e r s  d r y  g o o d s  f i r m  i n  

Tam pa. M r. A l b r i t t o n  h a d  o v e r  1 ,0 0 0  h e a d  o f  s h e e p  on h i s  

r a n c h  a s  o p p o se d  t o  100 h e a d  o n ly  t h r e e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

A l b r i t t o n  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w as a  " f i n a n c i a l l y  p a y in g  i n d u s t r y  

a n d  s o  f a r  h a d  d o u b le d  i t s e l f "  e a c h  y e a r .  C a t t l e  s o l d  f o r  

fro m  $15  t o  $18  a  h e a d  w h i le  s h e e p  s o l d  f o r  a b o u t  $3 a  h e a d . 

P r o b a b ly  due  t o  b o th  e c o n o m ic s  a n d  c l i m a t e ,  A l b r i t t o n ' s  

i d e a  n e v e r  c a u g h t  on among t h e  o t h e r  r a n c h e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

S h eep  r a i s i n g  n e v e r  b ecam e an  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y  i n  s o u t h ­

w e s t e r n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  a v o id i n g  t h e  c a t t l e - s h e e p  c o n t r o v e r s y

w h ic h  s p a r k e d  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  W est 38

F r o n t i e r  V io l e n c e  

A t t e n t i o n  t u r n e d  fro m  b u s i n e s s  and  f a r m in g  w hen t h e  

o u t b r e a k  o f  w a r w i t h  S p a in  i n  I 898  c r e a t e d  som ew hat o f  a  w ar

^^ I n f o r m a n t , J u n e  2 3 , 1 8 9 7 .

^ ^ W r ig h t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p .  2 2 3 - 2 4 .
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f e v e r  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a — d u e i n  m a in  p a r t  t o  t h e  p r o x im i t y  

o f  S p a n is h - o w n e d  C u b a . An a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  B a r to w  C o u r i e r -  

I n f o r m a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  B a r to w  w as a n  e x c e l l e n t  p l a c e  f o r  

"Key W e s te r s "  t o  l i v e  d u r in g  t h e  w a r  an d  t h a t  q u i t e  a  few  

h a d  a l r e a d y  a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  B a r to w  g l a d l y  w e lco m ed  th e m . 

M u lb e r ry  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  h a v e  e n o u g h  hom es e v e n  f o r  i t s  own 

w o r k e r s ,  s o  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  a n y  i n f l u x  o f  s o u th  F l o r i d a  

r e s i d e n t s  o c c u r r e d .  Many a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t r o o p s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

m oney t h a t  w o u ld  come i n t o  t h e  to w n .3 9

T h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  t r o o p s  e v i d e n t l y  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  

N e g ro  t r o o p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  n e a r b y  L a k e la n d  

i n  w h ic h  a  w h i t e  m an , J o a b  C o l l i n s ,  w as s h o t  an d  i n s t a n t l y  

k i l l e d  by  some d ru n k e n  N e g ro  s o l d i e r s .  The N e g ro e s  h a d  

e n t e r e d  a  w h i t e  b a r b e r  sh o p  a n d  dem an d ed  t o  b e  s h a v e d  an d  

w e re  r e f u s e d .  T h ey  came b a c k ,  s m a sh e d  t h e  sh o p  a n d  b e g a n  

s h o o t i n g  t h e i r  g u n s  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  C o l l i n s  a n d  T . F . G r i f f i n  

came o u t  t o  s e e  w h a t  w as g o in g  o n .  G r i f f i n  was g r a z e d  by  a  

b u l l e t  a n d  C o l l i n s  f e l l  d e a d  i n s t a n t l y .  Two N e g ro e s  w ere  

a r r e s t e d  a n d  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  S h e r i f f  D a l l a s  T i l l i s  b y  C o lo n e l  

Y o u n g , t r o o p  co m m an d er. A l l  N e g ro  t r o o p s  w e re  im m e d ia te ly  

d i s a r m e d  a n d  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e i r  c a m p s . T a lk  w as ra m p a n t  

i n  M u lb e r ry  a n d  o t h e r  to w n s  a b o u t  o r g a n i z i n g  a  p a r t y  t o  l y n c h  

t h e  g u i l t y  N e g r o e s .  A s p e c i a l  p o l i c e  g u a rd  o f  f i f t y  men w as

39I n f o r m a n t , A p r i l  3 0 ,  I 8 9 8 .
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p u t  on  d u ty  a ro u n d  t h e  N e g ro  c am p , b o t h  t o  k e e p  th em  u n d e r  

c o n t r o l  a n d  t o  p r o t e c t  th em  f ro m  p o s s i b l e  a n g ry  m o b s .^ °

The tw o  N e g ro e s  w e re  l a t e r  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  t r o o p  com m ander 

f o r  a  m i l i t a r y  t r i a l .  T h is  e v e n t  w as s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  i t  

w as s i m i l a r  t o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The m o st 

n o t a b l e  o f  t h e s e  w as t h e  B r o w n s v i l l e  ( T e x a s )  a f f a i r  o f  1 9 0 6 . 

The L a k e la n d  a f f a i r  e n d e d  i n  t h e  sam e way a s  t h e  B r o w n s v i l l e  

a f f a i r ,  w i t h  t h e  d i s h o n o r a b le  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e  N e g ro e s  w i t h o u t  

a  t r i a l . E v e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h i s  w e re  n o t  r a r e  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h -  

A m e ric a n  War y e a r s ,  d ue  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  N eg ro  t r o o p s  i n  

h o s t i l e  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  an d  b e c a u s e  m any C o n f e d e r a t e  v e t e r a n s  

a n d  s o n s  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e  v e t e r a n s  w e re  com m anding  o f f i c e r s  o f  

r o o p s .

I n  w h a t m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m u rd e r  

o f  J o a b  C o l l i n s ,  C h a r l i e  P in c k n e y ,  a  N e g ro ,  was s h o t  an d  

k i l l e d  f i v e  n i g h t s  l a t e r  w hen som eo n e  came t o  h i s  d o o r  and  

" e m p t ie d  a  l o a d  o f  s h o t  i n t o  h i s  h e a r t . "  P in c k n e y  w as 

e m p lo y e d  a t  K in g s f o r d  m in e  a n d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  a t  h i s  

home l e s s  t h a n  a  m i l e  s o u th  o f  M u lb e r r y .  H is  a s s a i l a n t  w as 

n e v e r  f o u n d .

^ ^ H e s s e l t i n e  a n d  S m ile y ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  48 5 . 

^^I b i d . , p.  434.
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Many A m e ric a n s  a ssu m e  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  a n d  l a w le s s n e s s  

h a v e  b e e n  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  w e s tw a rd  e x p a n s i o n , a n d  t h e  

F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  i s  n o  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s .  E n fo rc e m e n t  o f  t h e  

la w  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  D a l l a s  T i l l i s  who s e r v e d  a s  

s h e r i f f  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  f ro m  I 896  t o  1 9 0 4 . I n  a  1938 i n t e r v i e w  

w i t h  L o y a l  F r i s b i e  o f  t h e  B a r to w  P o lk  C o u n ty  D e m o c ra t ,

T i l l i s  r e c o u n t e d  some o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  I 8 9 6 , 

w hen P o lk  w as l e g a l l y  d r y ,  " l i q u o r  v i o l a t o r s  w e re  t h e  m ost 

f r e q u e n t  o f f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y 's  l a w s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  

w i l d  a n d  w o o ly  p h o s p h a te  s e c t i o n  a r o u n d  M u lb e r r y . "  S h e r i f f  

T i l l i s  s a i d  t h a t  " d r i n k i n g ,  g a m b l in g ,  a n d  k i l l i n g  w e re  t h e  

r e g u l a r  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d ay  a ro u n d  t h e  s t i l l  y o u n g  p h o s p h a te  

m in e s .  F o r e r u n n e r s  o f  t h e  m o d ern  ' j u k e  J o i n t s '  f l o u r i s h e d ,  

an d  t h e  m in e r s  co m in g  t o  to w n  on S a tu r d a y  n i g h t s  t o  s p e n d  

t h e i r  w ag es  w e re  a  d a n g e ro u s  c re w .

As M u lb e r ry  e n t e r e d  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  f r o n t i e r  

s p i r i t  o f  v i o l e n c e  s t i l l  c lu n g  t o  t h e  c o m m u n ity . Much o f  

t h e  v i o l e n c e  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  b l a c k  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  co m m u n ity , 

an d  D r .  F l e t c h e r  w as k e p t  b u s y  " f i x i n g  w ounds o f  m any b l a c k s , 

b r o u g h t  t o  h im  fro m  t h e  L o b b y ,"  t h e  b l a c k  s e t t l e m e n t  w e s t  o f  

t o w n .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Lobby w as a n  u n u s u a l l y  r o u g h  p l a c e  

w as a t t e s t e d  t o  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  i n  1899

A m e ric a n  F r o n t i e r  ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown an d  C o . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,
p . 4 8 o .
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c l o s e d  t h e  r e c e n t l y  b u i l t  N e g ro  s c h o o l  t h e r e .  They f e a r e d  

f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  The new s c h o o l  was t o  b e  

l o c a t e d  " b e y o n d  t h e  c o n ta m in a t in g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  t h e  L o b b y .

The f i r s t  t im e  M u lb e r ry  m ade f r o n t - p a g e  h e a d l i n e s  i n  

t h e  B a r to w  C o u r i e r - I n f o r m a n t  w as on  D ecem b er 6 ,  1 8 9 9 . The 

i n c i d e n t ,  a  s h o o t i n g  m u r d e r ,  w as a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  an  u n u s u a l  

o n e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  Mamie D el o n e , a  N e g ro ,  s h o t  an d  k i l l e d  

L i z z i e  S e s s io n s  a n d  C a lv in  G r a y ,  b o t h  N e g ro e s  f ro m  M u lb e r ry .

The i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  b e c a u s e  G ra y ,  who h a d  b e e n  l i v i n g  w i th  

M iss  D e lo n e ,  l e f t  h e r  f o r  M iss  S e s s i o n s .  T he m u rd e r s  o c c u r r e d  

a t  M iss  S e s s i o n s ’ h o u s e ,  a n d  M iss  D e lo n e  s a i d  sh e  d id  n o t  

m ean t o  k i l l  th e m , j u s t  s c a r e  t h e m . ^7 M iss  D e lo n e  w as t a k e n  

t o  t h e  c o u n ty  j a i l  i n  B a r to w , b u t  t h i s  a u t h o r  w as u n a b le  t o  

f i n d  an y  r e c o r d s  on e i t h e r  h e r  t r i a l  o r  s e n t e n c i n g .

Two w eek s e a r l i e r  a n o t h e r  m u rd e r  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  

M u lb e r ry  a t  L ockw oods Camp on  L and  P e b b le  Company l a n d s .

A N e g ro ,  M o r r i s  W ils o n ,  was s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d ,  an d  a n o th e r  

N e g ro ,  Ed J e n n i n g s ,  w as s h o t  i n  t h e  l e g  a n d  b a d ly  c r i p p l e d  

by  J im  W i l l i a m s ,  a l s o  a  N e g ro ,  "who seem ed  t o  b e  s im p ly  on 

t h e  w a r p a th ,  w a n t in g  t o  k i l l  som ebody  o r  a n y b o d y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  

o f  k i l l i n g . "  The s h o o t i n g  o c c u r r e d  w hen W ils o n  d id  n o t  p a y  

W il l ia m s  40 c e n t s  h e  owed h im . The p o s s e  s e a r c h e d  f o r  W il l ia m s  

w i th  d o g s ,  b u t  h e  was n e v e r  f o u n d .

I n f o r m a n t , N ov. 1 5 , 1 8 9 9 . 
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V io le n c e  a g a in  m ade t h e  news w hen l a t e  on M onday 

e v e n in g ,  J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 0 0 , Sam S m ith ,  a  N e g ro ,  s a n k  a n  ax e  

b l a d e  i n t o  t h e  c h e s t  o f  J o e  H e n d r ic k s ,  w h i t e ,  k i l l i n g  h im . 

S h e r i f f  D a l l a s  T i l l i s  s e n t  h i s  d e p u ty ,  B u r t  C h i l d s ,  and  

tw o  o t h e r  c o n s t a b l e s  t o  t h e  s c e n e .  T hey f o u n d  S m ith  lo c k e d  i n  

a  N eg ro  F re em a so n  lo d g e ,  5 m il e s  w e s t  o f  to w n . The d e p u t i e s  

w e re  t a k i n g  S m ith  b a c k  t o  B a r to w  f o r  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  w h en , 

w h i l e  p a s s i n g  P a lm e t to  M in e , S m ith  w as f o r c i b l y  t a k e n  f ro m  

t h e  d e p u t i e s  a n d  c a r r i e d  o f f ,  ly n c h e d  an d  s h o t .  As w as t y p i c a l  

o f  b o th  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  a n d  t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War S o u th ,

t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  l y n c h in g  w e re  n o t  p u n i s h e d . 49

The y e a r  1902 w as a  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t  y e a r  a s  f a r  a s  

v i o l e n c e  w e n t .  T h e re  w e re  a  few  s t a b b i n g s  a n d  s h o o t i n g s ,  n o n e  

o f  w h ic h  commanded m uch p u b l i c  com m ent. M ost o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  

g rew  o u t  o f  S a tu r d a y  n i g h t  d ru n k e n  b r a w l s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  l a s t  

few  m o n th s  o f  t h e  y e a r  w e re  b a s i c a l l y  u n e v e n t f u l .

T h is  f a l s e  s e n s e  o f  s e r e n i t y  d i s a p p e a r e d  r a t h e r  a b r u p t l y  

w i th  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  one w h i t e  an d  tw o  b l a c k  men i n  M ay,

1 9 0 3 . The i n c i d e n t  w as one o f  M u lb e r r y ’ s m o st n o t o r i o u s ,  a n d  

a s  p i e c e d  t o g e t h e r  f ro m  o ld  n e w s p a p e rs  a n d  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  

o f  S h e r i f f  D a l l a s  T i l l i s ,  t h i s  i s  w h a t h a p p e n e d .  Amos R a n d a l l ,  

a  w h i t e  l i q u o r  d e a l e r  a n d  o p e r a t o r  o f  "a  r e g u l a r  H e l l ’ s  h a l f  

a c r e  o f  v i c e "  a t  M u lb e r ry ,  an d  a  N eg ro  e m p lo y e e ,  H enry  G o ld in g ,

49 I n f o r m a n t , J u n e  2 7 , 1 9 OO.
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t r a c k e d  down B a rn e y  B ro w n , t h e  to w n ’ s  w h i t e  b l a c k s m i t h ,  who 

w as d r i v i n g  h i s  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y  t o  B a r to w ,  " w a y la id  h im  m idw ay 

t h e  j o u r n e y ,  a n d  s h o t  h im  d o w n ."5 0  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  G o ld in g ,  

a n d  a n o t h e r  N e g r o ,  Don K e n n e d y , w e re  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  J u s t i c e  

M. C. C a in  an d  q u e s t i o n e d  r e g a r d i n g  B ro w n ’ s m u rd e r .  T hey 

c la im e d  t h e y  knew  n o t h in g  o f  I t .  T he p e o p le  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  

w e re  l y i n g ,  a n d  " b le w  o u t  t h e  l i g h t s  a n d  t o l d  th em  t o  ’ f e s s  

u p ’ o r  s u f f e r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ."  G o ld in g  b r o k e  down a n d  s a i d  

R a n d a l l  k i l l e d  B a rn e y  B row n. A t 3 :0 0  a .m .  a  c ro w d  o f  t w e n ty -  

f i v e  t o  f i f t y  men m ade a  r a i d  on  R a n d a l l ’ s  p l a c e  f i r i n g  

" h u n d r e d s  o f  s h o t s . "  R a n d a l l  e s c a p e d  a n d  h i d  u n d e r  a  c h u r c h .  

He was fo u n d  a  few  h o u r s  l a t e r  a n d  s h o t  t o  d e a t h .  K ennedy  

w as t a k e n  t o  a  swamp an d  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d ,  an d  G o ld in g  w as 

h u n g  f ro m  t h e  m u lb e r r y  t r e e .5 ^  J o h n  B. M i t c h e l l ,  a  t e e n a g e r  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  G o ld in g  h a n g in g  f ro m  t h e  m u lb e r r y

t r e e . 52

The d i f f i c u l t i e s  h a d  b e g u n  s i x  w eek s e a r l i e r  w hen 

R a n d a l l  b e a t  a  y o u th  nam ed L ig e  C o n n e l l  o v e r  t h e  h e a d  w i t h  a  

g u n  a f t e r  a  d i s p u t e .  T hen  s l x t y - f l v e  s t i c k s  o f  d y n a m ite  w e re  

f o u n d  on R a n d a l l ’ s p o r c h  a  few  n i g h t s  b e f o r e  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  

B a rn e y  B row n. R a n d a l l  a p p a r e n t l y  t h o u g h t  Brown h a d  s o m e th in g  

t o  do w i t h  t h e  d y n a m i te  a n d  k i l l e d  h im . R a n d a l l  w as a b o u t

50 I n f o r m a n t , May 2 0 ,  1 9 0 3 .
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f o r t y  y e a r s  o l d  an d  h a d  come t o  M u lb e r ry  i n  I 896 f ro m  P e n n s y l ­

v a n ia  w h e re  h i s  w i f e  a n d  d a u g h t e r  s t i l l  l i v e d .  S h e r i f f  

T i l l i s  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  know who c o m p o sed  t h e  m pb, a n d  no  

on e  w as e v e r  p u n i s h e d . T h i s  " v i g i l a n t e  j u s t i c e "  was f r e ­

q u e n t  on  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  a n d  n o t  u n h e a rd  o f  i n  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a .

The t h r e e  t h i n g s  w h ic h  a i d e d  t h e  m o st i n  ta m in g  b o t h  

t h e  w e s t e r n  an d  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r s  w e re  r e l i g i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  

a n d  g o v e rn m e n t.  A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  w e re  b e c o m in g  i n s t i t u t i o n a ­

l i z e d  i n  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .

R e l i g i o n

T he M e th o d i s t s  w e re  t h e  f i r s t  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  c h u rc h  

^ n  M u lb e r r y ,  b u t  t h e  B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g .  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  w as b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 8 , s i x  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  

M e th o d i s t s  h a d  a  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g .  The c u r r e n t  p a s t o r  o f  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t ,  R e v . Max W. H o lle y m a n  s t a t e d  t h a t  " E l d e r  

W. M. M cD onald  l e d  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  o f  s i x t e e n  m em bers t o  s e e k  

a n d  r e c e i v e  m em b e rsh ip  i n  t h e  S o u th  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  on N ovem ber 9 ,  I 8 9 8 . "  T h e re  a r e  n o  r e c o r d s  l i s t i n g  t h e  

nam es o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m em bers o r  c o n f i r m i n g  t h e i r  n u m b er 

a t  t h e  t im e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  n o r  i s  t h e r e  an y  r e c o r d  c o n c e r n ­

i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  g ro u p  i n t o  a  r e g u l a r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  

B a p t i s t  C h u rc h .  D u r in g  M c D o n a ld 's  m i n i s t r y ,  w h ic h  e n d e d  i n

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , May 2 0 ,  1 9 0 3 ;  D e m o c ra t , Aug. 2 6 ,  1 9 3 8 ; 
T r i b u n e , A ug. 2 8 ,  1 9 3 8 .
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1 9 0 3 , t h e  c h u rc h  m et one S u n d ay  o u t  o f  e a c h  m onth  a n d  t h e  

f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u s e ,  v a lu e d  a t  $ 4 0 0 , w as b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h ­

e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  w h a t I s  now C a n a l  S t r e e t  a n d  C h u rch  A v e n u e .

By 1 9 0 4 , t h e  co m m u n ity  s t i l l  h a d  v e ry  few  a c t i v e  

c h u rc h m e n , a s  m o st m in e r s  a n d  cow boys w e re  n o t  y e t  t h e  c h u r c h -  

g o in g  t y p e .  H o w ev er, o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n  w as s lo w ly  b e c o m in g  

e s t a b l i s h e d  I n  t h e  y o u n g  c o m m u n ity . The B a p t i s t s  h a d  t h e  

o n ly  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  t h e  M e th o d i s t s  w e re  b u i l d i n g  o n e .  

E v id e n c in g  t h e  I n c r e a s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  I n f l u e n c e ,  a l l  b u s in e s s e s  

I n  to w n  c l o s e d  f ro m  1 1 :0 0  a .m . u n t i l  2 :0 0  p .m . on  T h a n k s g iv in g  

d a y .  A co m m u n ity  T h a n k s g iv in g  s e r v i c e  w as h e ld  a t  t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  

M e th o d i s t  C h u rc h  w i t h  T. E . Y ork  p r e a c h i n g  th e  se rm o n .

The M u lb e r ry  M e th o d i s t  C h u rc h  w as o r g a n iz e d  a s  a  b o d y  

a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  I 8 9 6 . R ev . J .  T . M i t c h e l l  w as l i s t e d  a s  

t h e  f i r s t  m em ber w i t h  s i x  o t h e r  c h a r t e r  m em b ers . The c h u rc h  

f i r s t  o c c u p ie d  a  b u i l d i n g  f o r m e r l y  u s e d  a s  an  I l l e g a l  s a l o o n .

When t h i s  b u i l d i n g  becam e a  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e ,  s e r v i c e s  w e re  

h e l d  I n  a  b u s h  a r b o r  u n t i l  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

b u i l d i n g  I n  1 8 9 6 . The s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  h o u s e d  t h e  c h u rc h  

u n t i l  1904  w hen th e  new c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g ,  c o s t i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , was 

c o m p le te d .  L u th e r  N. P i p k in  p r e a c h e d  s e v e r a l  s e r v i c e s  I n  

t h e  new  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g ,  w h ic h  b ecam e  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  t h e  

c o n g r e g a t i o n  w i t h i n  tw o  y e a r s  a f t e r  I t  was b u i l t .  The

^^Max W. H o lle y m a n , F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  H i s t o r i c a l  
S k e t c h  ( M u lb e r r y ,  F l a . : F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  2 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , May I 8 ,  1 9 0 4 .
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e a r l i e s t - k n o w n  M e th o d is t  p r e a c h e r  i n  M u lb e r ry  w as J .  T . 

M i t c h e l l  i n  I 8 9 6 . B. J .  S um ner f o l l o w e d  h im  f ro m  1896 - 9 8 .

He w as f o l lo w e d  b y  J .  D. M a r t in  u n t i l  1900 a n d  J .  J .  W hidden 

a n d  L . W. H ig g s  u n t i l  1 9 0 2 . R e v . T . E . Y ork  l e d  t h e  c h u rc h  

f ro m  1902  u n t i l  I 9 0 5 . I n  1907  w hen H. P .  B lo c k e r  was p a s t o r ,  

t h e  f i r s t  p a r s o n a g e  was p u r c h a s e d  f o r  $ 1 ,5 0 0  fro m  W. P .

P r a t t  an d  h i s  w i f e .

Due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  M e th o d is t  C h u rc h ,  

t h e  m e m b e rsh ip  o f  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  h a d  d ro p p e d  t o  

s i x  m em bers b y  1904 when E . J .  B a r b e r  w as c a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r .  

D u r in g  h i s  m i n i s t r y  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  b e g a n  m e e t in g  two 

S u n d a y s  o u t  o f  e a c h  m onth  f o r  p r e a c h i n g  s e r v i c e s . At t h e  

c l o s e  o f  B a r b e r ’ s p a s t o r a l  s e r v i c e  i n  1 9 1 0 , t h e  f e l l o w s h ip  

b o a s t e d  e i g h t y - f i v e  m em b e rs .

M rs . E s t e l l e  I .  C h a n d le r  o f  H ope, I n d i a n a ,  g av e  a  

m u s i c a l  c o n c e r t  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  on  F e b r u a r y  2 1 , 1 9 0 5 .

The e v e n t  was c a l l e d  a " h a p p y  a f f a i r "  a n d  was a t t e n d e d  by  a  

l a r g e  c ro w d , i n c l u d i n g  many p e o p le  f ro m  B a r to w . R e v . S . W. 

C h r i s t i a n  f ro m  K e n tu c k y  p i t c h e d  a  b i g  t e n t  i n  M u lb e r ry  tw o  

w eek s l a t e r  a n d  h e ld  g o s p e l  m e e t in g s  t h e r e .  The Women’ s 

M is s io n  S o c i e t y  w as o r g a n i z e d  a t  t h e  M e th o d i s t  C h u rch  i n  May 

o f  t h e  sam e y e a r . 5̂8

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , May I 8 , 1 9 0 4 ; May 2 4 ,  1 9 0 5 ; J u n e  7 ,  1 9 0 5 ;  
M u lb e r ry  P r e s s , J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 5 4 . H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P r e s s .

5 7 H o lle y m a n , o p . c i t . ,  p .  2 .

58 I n f o r m a n t , F e b . 1 5 ,  1 9 0 5 ;  F e b .  2 2 ,  1 9 0 5 ; M arch  1 5 ,
1 9 0 5 ; May 1 0 ,  1 9 0 5 .
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Education

The c i v i l i z i n g  e f f e c t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  b e g a n  t o  m ake I t s  

I m p r in t  on t h e  y o u n g  com m unity  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 9 5 , w hen c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  b e g a n  on t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  I n  M u l b e r r y . 5 9  

The s c h o o l  w as f i n i s h e d  I n  1096 a n d  R . W. P r o c t o r  w as t h e  

f i r s t  t e a c h e r . A  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  w as a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  

K in g s f o r d  and  o p e n e d  I n  1097 w i t h  t h e  w idow o f  W. P .  J o h n s to n  

a s  s c h o o l m i s t r e s s . ^ ^

By the spring of 1099, Mulberry School was going strong 
and Its prospects were bright. Trustees elected for the 
school were M. C. Cain, G. W. Anderson, and L . N. Pipkin.
In 1099 a literary society was organized In connection with 
the school. The society's first program was held on Friday, 
October 6, and Included recitations, music, and d e b a t e . ^3 

Like the schoolhouses of the early West, Mulberry 
School was only a one-room affair with one or two teachers 
who were expected to give Instruction In everything from the 
ABC's to Latin. Nevertheless, It served as a gathering 
place where people met on Friday and Saturday nights to 
practice home-taient plays or to hold song recitals. Sundays

1 0 9 6 .

59 I n f o r m a n t , Aug. 21, 1095.
I n f o r m a n t , J u l y 15, 1096 ; A ug. 5, 1096; A ug. 12

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , S e p t .. 15:, 1097.
I n f o r m a n t , J u n e 14, 1099.

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , O c t . 11, 1099.
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w e re  o c c a s i o n s  w hen y o u n g  p e o p le  c o u ld  " m e e t f o r  a  b i t  o f  

s u r r e p t i t i o u s  c o u r t i n g  u n d e r  p r e t e n s e  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  f o r  t h e  

c h o i r  o r  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  some e x t r a  s e r v i c e  a t  C h r i s tm a s  

o r  E a s t e r .

S c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  M u lb e r ry  f o r  t h e  1 8 9 9 -1 9 0 0  

s c h o o l  y e a r  h a d  r i s e n  t o  e i g h t y  b y  N o v e m b e r, a n d  w o u ld  b e  

e i g h t y - s i x  b y  D ecem b er w i t h  a  p r o j e c t e d  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  one 

h u n d r e d  b y  J a n u a r y .  The h o n o r  r o l l  f o r  N ovem ber i n c l u d e d  

D e l l a  C o l l i n s ,  M ary C o l l i n s ,  E d g a r  W e b s te r  a n d  N ew ton H a l l .  

P r o f e s s o r  Cox a n d  M iss  R o d g e r s  w e re  t h e  t e a c h e r s . A t te n d a n c e  

was h u r t  b y  a n  o u t b r e a k  o f  i n f l u e n z a  t h a t  w i n t e r .^ 5

The f i r s t  m e n t io n  o f  a  M u lb e r ry  s t u d e n t ’ s g o in g  t o  

c o l l e g e  w as i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 0 0 , w hen M is s  C a r r i e  S p e n c e r  l e f t  

t o  a t t e n d  W e sle y a n  F e m a le  C o l le g e  i n  M aco n , G e o r g i a . T h a t  

sam e m o n th  t h e  M u lb e r ry  s c h o o l  r e o p e n e d  w i th  n e a r l y  one 

h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  P r o f e s s o r  Cox w as s t i l l  

h e a d m a s te r ,  b u t  M iss  R o d g e rs  h a d  r e s i g n e d  an d  w as r e p l a c e d  

by  M iss  L o u is e  M o o re . A n o th e r  t e a c h e r  w as n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  

r a p i d l y  g ro w in g  e n r o l l m e n t .  I n  O c to b e r  P r o f e s s o r  Cox w as 

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  f i n d i n g  a  t h i r d  t e a c h e r .  M is s  A l i c e  L in d s e y ,  

f o r  t h e  s c h o o l . i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  f e m a le

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , N ov . 1 5 ,  1 8 9 9 ; D e c . 6 ,  1 8 9 9 .

I n f o r m a n t , S e p t .  2 6 ,  1 9 0 0 .

I n f o r m a n t , S e p t .  1 9 ,  1 9 0 0 ;  O c t .  1 0 ,  1 9 0 0 .
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s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  I n  M u lb e r r y ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  w e re  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

s i n g l e .

A rb o r  D a y , 1 9 0 1 , w as t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  a  p ro g ra m  a t  t h e  

s c h o o l  i n  h o n o r  o f  t r e e s .  The s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  u r g e d  c i t i z e n s  

t o  p l a n t  t r e e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o m m u n ity . D r . F l e t c h e r ,  S t .  

Elm o G ib s o n ,  a n d  L . N. C r i g l e r  e a c h  p l a n t e d  a  l a r g e  num ber o f  

w a te r  o a k s .  C r i g l e r  p l a n t e d  a  d o u b le  ro w  o f  o a k s  r u n n in g  

s o u th  fro m  h i s  M u lb e r ry  H o t e l .  The m a in  t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  

a t  t h e  A rb o r  Day c e l e b r a t i o n  w as n o t  t r e e s ,  h o w e v e r .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  w eek th e  co m m u n ity  w o u ld  v o t e  u p o n  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  

a  s t e p  t h a t  w o u ld  g a in  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m o s t c i t i z e n s  a n d  w ould  

m ark  t h e  o f f i c i a l  b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  Town o f  M u lb e r ry .^ ®

By 1 9 0 2 , i n c r e a s e d  e n r o l l m e n t  a t  M u lb e r ry  S c h o o l  

r e q u i r e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  tw o new t e a c h e r s ,  A. H. D u r ra n c e  

and  M is s  L u la  J o h n s o n .  The s c h o o l  r a n k e d  t h i r d  i n  e n r o l l m e n t  

i n  P o lk  C o u n ty . D u r r a n c e  r e s i g n e d  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 0 3 , t o  

t e a c h  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  was r e p l a c e d  b y  M rs . M. H. T e r r y ,  

a  w idow  fro m  O r la n d o .

S c h o o l  o p e n e d  f o r  t h e  1 9 0 4 -0 5  t e r m  on S e p te m b e r  5 

w i th  a  new f a c u l t y  m em ber. M is s  V e rd a  K e ls e y  o f  L i n n v i l l e ,

(now L ynnv i l l e )  T e n n e s s e e .  She w as h e a d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s

I n f o r m a n t , O c t .  2 2 ,  1 9 0 2 ;  F e b .  2 5 ,  1 9 0 3 . 

I n f o r m a n t , A ug. 3 1 , 1 9 0 4 .
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e f f i c i e n t ,  b u t  n o t  m uch c a n  b e  s a i d  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  many 

o f  t h e  a d u l t s  I n  t h e  c o m m u n ity . M is s p e l l i n g s  w e re  f r e q u e n t  

I n  t h e  M a y o r 's  D o c k e t  w i t h  w o rd s  s u c h  a s  " d l s m l s t e d "  f o r  

d i s m i s s e d ,  " g l l t y "  f o r  g u i l t y ,  " m a r s h e l l "  f o r  m a r s h a l ,  and  

" c o n d u c k "  f o r  c o n d u c t ,  j u s t  a  few  o f  t h e  e x a m p le s .  S in c e  t h e  

" l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n s "  o f  t h e  to w n  c o u ld  do  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  

t h e r e  w as o b v i o u s l y  m uch t o  b e  d e s i r e d  I n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f i e l d .

G o v e rn m e n t

On T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 0 1 , M u lb e r ry  h a d  b e g u n  

a  new  e r a .  The v o t e r s  h a d  " n e a r l y  u n a n im o u s ly "  I n c o r p o r a t e d  

t h e m s e lv e s  I n t o  t h e  Town o f  M u lb e r ry .  The to w n  w as Im m e d ia te ly  

p l a c e d  u n d e r  m u n ic i p a l  law  w i th  a  f u l l  b o a r d  o f  o f f i c e r s .

L . M. B a l l a r d  w as e l e c t e d  m a y o r ,  a n d  L . N. P i p k i n ,  D r .  A. P . 

F l e t c h e r , M. C. C a in ,  H. P . P a y n e ,  and  H. B. B lo u n t  w e re  

e l e c t e d  a ld e r m e n .  T he to w n  m a r s h a l  was S i l a s  C l a r k ,  a n d  

to w n  c l e r k  was J o h n  B. P o t t e r .

I n c o r p o r a t i o n  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  I n e v i t a b l y  m u st b e  

tw o  new b u i l d i n g s — a  to w n  h a l l  a n d  a  J a i l .  M u lb e r ry  s o lv e d  

th e  p r o b le m  b y  c o m b in in g  t h e  tw o  I n  one b u i l d i n g .  The lo w e r  

s t o r y  h o u s e d  a  " s t r o n g  j  a l l "  a n d  t h e  to w n  f a t h e r s  m et u p s t a i r s .

^ I n f o r m a n t , F e b .  1 3 ,  1 9 0 1 .
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Of c o u r s e ,  l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t d i d  n o t  m ean a n  e n d  t o  

t h e  common d i s o r d e r s  o f  a  f r o n t i e r  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  y o u n g  

to w n  s t i l l  h a d  I t s  s h a r e  o f  d r u n k e n n e s s  an d  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t .  

The f i r s t  I te m  on  t h e  M a y o r 's  D o c k e t w as d a te d  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,

1 9 0 1 . W il l  M oore was f i n e d  $5* 5 0  f o r  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t .

M ost o f  t h e  e a r l y  c o u r t  c a s e s  w e re  f o r  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  p r o f a n i t y  

o r  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t ,  th o u g h  c h a r g e s  d i d  I n c l u d e  s u c h  

I te m s  a s  a d u l t e r y ,  k e e p in g  a  h o u s e  o f  1 11  fa m e ,  g a m b l in g ,  an d  

s e l l i n g  g o o d s  on S u n d a y . L . M. B a l l a r d  w as t h e  j u d g e  who 

t r i e d  a l l  c a s e s  I n  1 9 0 1 , a s  h e  w as m a y o r .

I n  1 9 0 2 , H. L . R o c k n e r  w as e l e c t e d  m a y o r . I t  I s  

I n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  

new  m ay o r was t h e  "Town o f  M u lb e r ry  v ^ .  L . M. B a l l a r d , "  

on  F e b r u a r y  1 1 , 1 9 0 2 . E x-M ayor B a l l a r d  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  t o  a  

c h a r g e  o f  s e l l i n g  g o o d s  on S u n d ay  a n d  was f i n e d  $ 4 .5 0 .^ ^

I n  19 0 3  M. C. C a in  was t h e  new m ayor a n d  J .  L . T y so n  

r e p l a c e d  S i l a s  C la r k  a s  to w n  m a r s h a l .  On F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,

M a rs h a l  T y so n  a r r e s t e d  e x -M a r s h a 1 S i l a s  C la rk  on a  c h a r g e  o f  

d r u n k  a n d  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  t o  w h ic h  C la r k  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  

a n d  w as f i n e d  $1 by M ayor C a in .

I n  J u n e ,  1 9 0 3 , L . N. P i p k in  w as m ay o r p r o  tem  f o r  a 

few  d a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  J .  B unyan S m ith  s e r v e d  a s  m ay o r p r o  tem

7 3 c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry ,  M a y o r 's  D o c k e t , F e b .  1 9 ,  1 9 0 1 . 

^^M a y o r 's  D o c k e t , F e b .  1 1 ,  1 9 0 2 .
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f o r  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  y e a r .  M ayor M. C. C a in  h a d  r e s i g n e d  

f o r  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s .  N ot u n t i l  S m ith  o c c u p ie d  t h e  m a y o r 's  

c h a i r  w as t h e r e  e v e r  an y  s e n t e n c in g  o f  c r i m i n a l s  I n  c i t y  c o u r t  

o t h e r  t h a n  a  f i n e .  S m ith  b e g a n  a  " g e t  to u g h "  p o l i c y  c h a r g i n g  

v i o l a t o r s  " w i th  f i n e s  up t o  $100 o r  s i x t y  d a y s  on  th e  s t r e e t s  

a t  h a r d  l a b o r  a n d  I n  j a i l . "  The p o l i c y  e v i d e n t l y  w o rk ed  

s in c e  t h e  num ber o f  a r r e s t s  f o r  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  and  

d r u n k e n n e s s  d e c r e a s e d  by  m ore t h a n  50 p e r  c e n t . The  tow n  

w as a t  l a s t  b e g in n in g  t o  g e t  some s e m b la n c e  o f  law  an d  o r d e r .

I n  1904 S . L . C a u l ln  becam e m ay o r an d  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  

" g e t  to u g h "  p o l i c i e s  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  J .  B. S m ith .  C a u l ln  

c o n t i n u e d  a s  m ayor u n t i l  th e  en d  o f  1905 when L u th e r  N.

P i p k in  o n c e  a g a in  s e r v e d  a s  m ay o r p r o  tem  f o r  a  few  m o n th s .

D i s a s t e r  S t r i k e s  

The y e a r  1902 b r o u g h t  t h e  new to w n  I t s  s h a r e  o f  

d i s a s t e r .  The f ra m e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  M u lb e r ry  w ere  o p en  I n v i t a ­

t i o n s  t o  f i r e .  M ayor L . M. B a l l a r d  was t h e  f i r s t  v i c t i m  

w hen s h o r t l y  a f t e r  m id n ig h t  on J a n u a r y  9 ,  a  f i r e  b e g a n  I n  

som e lo o s e  h a y  I n  a  s m a l l  h o u s e  15 f e e t  b e h in d  h i s  s t o r e .  

B a l l a r d  a n d  h i s  w i f e  l i v e d  on th e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  s t o r e  

b u i l d i n g ,  t o  w h ic h  th e  f i r e  q u i c k l y  s p r e a d .  The b u i l d i n g s  

w e re  a  t o t a l  l o s s  and  t h e y  e s c a p e d  I n  o n ly  t h e i r  n i g h t  c l o t h e s .

^^M a y o r ' s D o c k e t , J u n e  1 3 -D e c . 2 5 ,  1 9 0 3 . 

^^M a y o r 's  D o c k e t , F e b .  1 5 ,  1 9 0 4 -D e c . 2 1 ,  1 9 0 5 .
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B a l l a r d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r e  h a d  s t o c k  v a lu e d  a t  a b o u t  $ 2 ,5 0 0 ,  

o u t  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n d  s a v e d  a b o u t  $ 1 ,0 0 0  w o r th .  

M ayor B a l l a r d  h a d  " n o t  a  c e n t  o f  i n s u r a n c e "  a s  h i s  p o l i c y  

h a d  e l a p s e d ,  a n d  h e  was " g o in g  t o  g e t  a  new p o l i c y "  on t h e  

w e e k e n d . A . H. D e v a n e , who a l s o  l i v e d  o v e r  B a l l a r d ' s  s t o r e ,  

came o u t  p e n n i l e s s .  He b r o u g h t  o u t  h i s  m o n th - o ld  b a b y ,

" b u t  n o t  a  r a g  o f  c l o t h i n g . "  T h e  f i r e  l e a p e d  a c r o s s  t h e  

s t r e e t  a n d  e n g u l f e d  P a y n e ’ s  l i v e r y  s t a b l e ,  a l s o  u n i n s u r e d .

P ay n e  d i d  m anage  t o  s a v e  a l l  h i s  s t o c k ,  h o r s e s  a n d  v e h i c l e s .  

M ayor B a l l a r d  w as g r a t e f u l  " f o r  t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  

c i t i z e n s  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  f i n d  t h e  w o rd s  t o  e x p r e s s "  h i s  g r a t i ­

t u d e  . He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  w as s e t  a n d  h o p e d  t h e  c r i m i n a l

w o u ld  b e  c a u g h t  and  p u n i s h e d .  B a l l a r d  s e t  up  b u s i n e s s  i n  a
78

s m a l l  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  h i s  f o r m e r  s t o r e .

F i r e  a g a in  s t r u c k  t h e  c o m m u n ity  a t  2 :0 0  a .m . ,  M onday , 

M arch  1 7 . W. A. F l o r r i d  c a r r i e d  a b o u t  $500 w o r th  o f  i n s u r a n c e  

on h i s  g e n e r a l - s t o r e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  $ 3 ,0 0 0  on h i s  s to c k  o f  

m e r c h a n d i s e ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  w as a  t o t a l  l o s s .  The M u lb e r ry  

F u r n i t u r e  a n d  Wagon Company n e x t  d o o r  h a d  $300  i n s u r a n c e  on 

t h e  s t o r e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  $700  on t h e i r  s t o c k .  The b u i l d i n g  w as a  

t o t a l  l o s s ,  b u t  t h e y  m an ag ed  t o  s a v e  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  

m e r c h a n d is e

I n f o r m a n t , J a n .  1 5 ,  1 9 0 2 .
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The l a s t  w eek  o f  N o v e m b e r, 1 9 0 2 , a  d e s t r u c t i v e  f i r e  

e x t e n s i v e l y  dam aged  t h e  L and  P e b b le  M in e . I t  s u p p o s e d ly  

b e g a n  f ro m  h o t  r o c k .  The com pany h a d  n o  w a te r  t a n k ,  a n d  t h e  

f i r e  s p r e a d  t o  t h e  m i l l ,  m a c h in e  s h o p s ,  a n d  com pany o f f i c e .  

T hey  d i d  s a v e  some o f  t h e i r  v a l u a b l e  p a p e r s .  "S o  w i l d ,  a n d  

w i t h  s u c h  f o r c e  d i d  f la m e s  l e a p  t h a t  p h o s p h a te  p e b b le  w as 

c a r r i e d  400 y a r d s "  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r .  T he l o s s  w as e s t i m a t e d  

a t  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , a n d  t h e y  h a d  o n ly  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0  w o r th  o f  i n s u r a n c e .

I t  t o o k  tw o  m o n th s  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  dam aged  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  

m l n e . “

C o n t in u e d  G ro w th  

F i r e s  d i d  n o t  s lo w  t h e  g ro w th  o f  new b u s i n e s s e s  i n  

t h e  c o m m u n ity , a n d  i n  190 4 H e n ry  S . B ad co ck  fo u n d e d  a  f u r n i ­

t u r e  s t o r e  t h a t  w as t o  beco m e t h e  l a r g e s t  e m p lo y e r  i n  M u lb e r ry  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m i n e s . A  y e a r  l a t e r ,  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 0 5 , M u lb e r ry  

g o t  a  t h i r d  d o c t o r  w hen E . K. M cM urray an d  f a m i ly  m oved t o  

to w n  fro m  B a r to w . He w as s a i d  t o  b e  a  " s k i l l f u l  p h y s i c i a n , "  

a n d  b o u g h t  t h e  H. B . C a n t e r  p l a c e  f o r  a  r e s i d e n c e .  S h o r t l y  

b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  D r .  M cM u rray , J .  L . W ir t  o p e n e d  t h e  

f i r s t  u n d e r t a k i n g  f i r m  i n  M u l b e r r y . P r e v i o u s l y ,  u n d e r t a k i n g  

s e r v i c e s  c o u ld  b e  f o u n d  o n ly  i n  B a r to w  o r  T am pa, an d  m o st

I n f o r m a n t , N ov. 2 6 ,  1 9 0 2 .

^^W ogan S . B a d c o c k ,  S r . ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  B ad co ck  F u r n i ­
t u r e  C o . ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  M u lb e r ry ,
F l o r i d a ,  A ug . 2 9 ,  1 9 7 3 .
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p e o p le  d i d  n o t  a v a i l  t h e m s e lv e s  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  The d e a d  

w e re  o f t e n  b u r i e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  p o s t - m o r t e m  p r e p a r a t i o n .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  D r . M c M u rra y 's  a r r i v a l ,  L u th e r  N.

P i p k in  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  he  h a d  a r r a n g e d  w i th  Yonge an d  C l in e  

o f  O c a la  t o  p u t  down a b o u t  600 f e e t  o f  w a te r  m a in  an d  c o n n e c ­

t i o n s  f o r  a n y  who a p p ly .  I t  w as P i p k i n ' s  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  w o u ld  

g iv e  M u lb e r ry  a  c h a n c e  t o  e q u ip  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  f i r e  d am ag e . 

P i p k in  a n n o u n c e d  on J a n u a r y  4 ,  1 9 0 6 , t h a t  t h e  m ain  s h o u ld  b e  

c o m p le te d  i n  a b o u t  n i n e t y  d a y s  an d  t h a t  W. J .  W hidden w o u ld  

h e lp  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  M u lb e r ry  w as a t  t h e  same t im e  

c o n te m p la t in g  t h e  l i g h t i n g  o f  t h e  to w n  w i th  e l e c t r i c i t y  " i n  

t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

The town had grown from a few shacks in 1895 to one 
of the largest communities in the county in ten years. 
Education and religion were finding their way into community 
life, but the violent ways of the frontier were not yet dead. 
One of the most conspicuous monuments to the violent past 
(which was by no means finished) was the old mulberry tree 
near the center of town.

L e g e n d s  h a d  g ro w n  a r o u n d  t h i s  m u lb e r ry  t r e e ,  a n d  a s  

e a r l y  a s  19 0 4  p e o p le  w e re  u r g i n g  i t s  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  The B a r to w  

C o u r i e r - I n f o r m a n t  o f  May 1 8 ,  1 9 0 4 , s a i d  t h a t  t h e  " t r e e  h a d  

b e e n  s t r u c k  b y  l i g h t n i n g  a  t im e  o r  tw o ,  r i d d l e d  w i th  b u l l e t s  

m ore  t im e s  t h a n  y o u  c a n  c o u n t  on y o u r  f i n g e r s ,  and  w o r s t  o f

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , J a n .  4 ,  1 9 0 6 ;  A p r i l  1 2 , 1 9 0 6 .
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P i g .  1 3 . — 1908  p o s t  c a r d  sh o w in g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
m u lb e r r y  t r e e .  C o u r t e s y  o f  M rs . Roy G la d n e y .
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a l l ,  a  N eg ro  w as sw ung t o  one o f  i t s  l im b s  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  

o f  a  c e r t a i n  l y n c h in g  b e e . "  T hey s a i d  t h a t  " i f  t h e  a u t h o r i ­

t i e s  o f  M u lb e r ry  a r e  w i s e ,  t h e y  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  o ld  t r e e , "  

an d  e n d e d  t h e  a r t i c l e  w i t h :  "Woodmen s p a r e  t h a t  t r e e , /

T ouch  n o t  a  s i n g l e  b o u g h .",.84

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , May 1 8 , 1 9 0 4 .
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CHAPTER VI

BOOM TIME IN  MULBERRY 

T he B u s in e s s  S c e n e

By A p r i l ,  1 9 0 6 ,  M u lb e r ry  w as s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  l a r g e s t  

p h o s p h a te  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  On a l l  s i d e s  c o u ld  b e  s e e n

new b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  m any

r e c e n t l y  c o m p le te d ,  a n d  c o n t r a c t s  w e re  b e in g  l e t  f o r  new b r i c k  

s t o r e  b u i l d i n g s .  One b lo c k  o f  c e m e n t - b lo c k  b u i l d i n g s  c a l l e d  

t h e  W il l ia m s *  b l o c k  w as a l r e a d y  c o m p le te d .  T he f i r m  o f  

M c K illo p  a n d  S w e a r in g e n  h a d  b e g u n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  

b r i c k  b l o c k .  L u th e r  N. P i p k i n ' s w a t e r  w o rk s  w as a lm o s t  

c o m p le te d ,  t h e  e n g in e s  a n d  pum ps w e re  b e in g  p l a c e d ,  a n d  t h e  

p i p i n g  h a d  b e e n  s e t  i n  a n d  h y d r a n t s  w e re  p l a c e d  i n  c o n v e n ie n t  

p l a c e s  i n  c a s e  f i r e  b r o k e  o u t .  T he w a te r  w o rk s  w as a  p r i v a t e  

e n t e r p r i s e .  P i p k in  w a n te d  t o  b e  s u r e  h i s  s t o r e  d i d  n o t  

b u r n  down a n d  r a n  p i p e s  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  r o o f  on  h i s  s t o r e ,  

t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  so  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  f l o o d  t h e  b u i l d ­

i n g  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  f i r e . ^

^ I n f o r m a n t , A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 9 0 6 .
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M u lb e r ry  now h a d  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  tw o  

d r u g  s t o r e s ,  a n d  a  n u m b er o f  d r y  g o o d s ,  c l o t h i n g ,  an d  s h o e  

s t o r e s .  The to w n  a l s o  h a d  J .  B unyon  S m i t h 's  C o la  B o t t l e  

W o rk s , tw o  l i v e r y  s t a b l e s ,  s e v e r a l  c o l d - d r l n k  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  

a  j e w e l r y  s t o r e ,  t h r e e  r e s i d e n t  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a  m i l l i n e r y  

s t o r e  a n d  a  m e a t  m a r k e t .  M u lb e r ry  w as t h e n  t h e  "m o st I m p o r ta n t  

to w n  I n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p h o s p h a te "  I n  t h e  c o u n ty .  The 

s h ip m e n ts  o f  p h o s p h a te  f ro m  t h e  d e p o t  w e re  s t e a d i l y  I n c r e a s ­

i n g  e a c h  m o n th  o f  t h e  y e a r .  T he W in s to n  & Bone V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d  

h a d  J u s t  l a i d  h e a v y  I r o n  t r a c k s  b e tw e e n  M u lb e r ry  an d  W in s to n  

on t h e  P l a n t  l i n e  a n d  r a n  t h r e e  o f  t h e i r  h e a v y  e n g in e s  

d a l l y  on  t h e  r o u t e ,  g i v i n g  a  m u c h - im p ro v e d  s e r v i c e

T he P r a i r i e  P e b b le  M ine w as t h e  l a r g e s t  p h o s p h a te  m ine  

I n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  P a l m e t to  P l a n t  w as a l s o  v e r y  l a r g e .

T h e re  w e re  e i g h t  p l a n t s  I n  o p e r a t i o n  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  an d  

t h e  p r o s p e c t  w as t h a t  I n  a  s h o r t  t im e  M u lb e r ry  w o u ld  " f i n d  

h e r s e l f  t h e  l a r g e s t  p h o s p h a te  c e n t e r  I n  t h e  w o r l d .

A l l  t h e s e  p h o s p h a te  p l a n t s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w as a  l o t  

o f  m oney c i r c u l a t i n g  I n  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1 9 0 7 , 

t h e  Bank o f  M u lb e r ry  w as e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i t h  L . N. P i p k in  a s  

p r e s i d e n t .  I n  t h e  sam e y e a r ,  E . H. D u d le y  came fro m  B a r to w  

an d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  M u lb e r ry  I c e  W o rk s. D u d le y  d o u b le d  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  o f  h i s  p l a n t  I n  1 9 1 0 .^

^ I b l d .

^ I b l d . 

3

4.H e t h e r l n g t o n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 6 2 .
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O ne o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b o o s t s  t o  b u s i n e s s  I n  t h e  co m m u n ity  

w as t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 0 8 .^ T he to w n  

c o u n c i l  g r a n t e d  a  t w e n ty - y e a r  f r a n c h i s e  t o  Ose 0 .  H u b b a rd  

f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a n  e l e c t r i c a l  s y s te m  on May l 6 ,  1 9 0 ? .^

The com pany  w as know n a s  t h e  M u lb e r ry  E l e c t r i c  C om pany, a n d  

w as p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  Tampa E l e c t r i c  Company i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 2 6 .

A new t w e n t y - y e a r  f r a n c h i s e  w as i s s u e d  t o  Tampa E l e c t r i c  

Company a t  t h a t  t im e  b y  t h e  c i t y . ^

T e le p h o n e  s e r v i c e  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  com m unity  a t  a b o u t  

t h e  sam e t im e  a s  e l e c t r i c i t y .  T he P e n i n s u l a r  T e le p h o n e  

Company o p e n e d  a n  e x c h a n g e  i n  M u lb e r ry  i n  1 9 0 7 . I t  w as t h e  

t h i r d  t e l e p h o n e  e x c h a n g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  P o lk  C o u n ty .

L a k e la n d  a n d  B a r to w  h a d  p h o n e s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 0 2 . T he new 

M u lb e r ry  e x c h a n g e  h a d  t w e n t y - f o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s .  P e n i n s u l a r  

T e le p h o n e  Company w as e v e n t u a l l y  b o u g h t  o u t  b y  G e n e r a l  

T e le p h o n e  a n d  E l e c t r o n i c s  Com pany, w h ic h  now s e r v e s  t h e  a r e a . ^  

T he to w n  c o u n c i l  t o o k  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  

t h e s e  tw o  new c o n v e n ie n c e s .  M ayor J o h n  P o t t e r  w as J o y f u l  

t h a t ,  w h i l e  " b u s i n e s s  i n  som e p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w as i n  a  

d e p r e s s i o n .  M u lb e r ry  w as t h r i v i n g . "  Town C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t  

A. S . M c K illo p  a n d  Town C le r k  W. P . R ead  w ere  g l e e f u l  a t  t h e

^ I n f o r m a n t , May 7 , 1 9 0 8 .

C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , May l 6 ,  1 9 0 7 .

D e n n is  R . C o o p e r ,  The P e o p le  M ach in e  (T am pa; 
G e n e r a l  T e le p h o n e  C o. o f  F l o r i d a ,  1 9 7 D ,  p .  5 8 .
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B a r to w  C o u r l e r - I n f o r m a n t * s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t  w as " a  r e v e l a t i o n  

t o  a n  o u t s i d e r  t o  s e e  t h e  v o lu m e  o f  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t e d  i n  

t h i s  c i t y .

The b u i l d i n g  boom  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  1 9 0 8 , and  i n  M ay,

S t .  Elmo G ib s o n  e r e c t e d  a  b r i c k  d r u g  s t o r e  w h ic h  i s  s t i l l  

s t a n d i n g  to d a y  (1 9 7 4 )  o n  N. W. F i r s t  S t r e e t .  I n  t h a t  sam e 

m o n th ,  tw e lv e  p r o m in e n t  M u lb e r ry  b u s in e s s m e n  o r g a n iz e d  t h e  

M u lb e r ry  F u r n i t u r e  Company w i t h  a  c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n t  o f  

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .  L . N. P i p k in  w as one o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h i s  v e n t u r e ,  

a n d  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  com pany s e t  up o p e r a t i o n s  i n  h i s  b u i l d i n g .

N o th in g  h e lp s  t o  b o o s t  b u s i n e s s  l i k e  a  n e w s p a p e r ,  an d  

f i n a l l y ,  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 0 8 , M u lb e r ry  h a d  i t s  own w e e k ly  n e w s p a p e r ,  

t h e  M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l . The e d i t o r  was L . Z. O v erb ay  an d  

R o b e r t  Q. G resh am  was o w n e r an d  m a n a g e r .  An e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t  a t  

a  n e w s p a p e r  b y  J o h n  B. Howe i n  1 9 0 ?  h a d  f a i l e d  a s  h a d  T . A. 

B i v i n ’ s ,  P h o sp h a ite  E r a , p u b l i s h e d  a t  K in g s f o r d  i n  1 9 0 0 . The 

E ra  an d  H o w e 's  M u lb e r ry  T im es e a c h  o n ly  p u b l i s h e d  a  few  

e d i t i o n s  a n d  c e a s e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t

The J o u r n a l  w as n o t  t o  b e  much m ore s u c c e s s f u l  t h a n  t h e  

T im es o r  E r a . T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w as n o t  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  

o r  c a p i t a l .  A t 4 :0 0  a . m . ,  J u l y  7 ,  1 9 1 0 , f i r e  s t r u c k  t h e

^ I n f o r m a n t , May 7 ,  1 9 0 8 .

^ ° I b i d .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , J u n e  1 1 ,  1 9 0 8 ;  H e t h e r l n g to n ,  o p . c i t . .
p .  1 6 3 .
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P i g .  1 4 . — 1908  p o s t  c a r d  sh o w in g  t h e  A l a f l a  R iv e r .  
C o u r te s y  o f  M rs . Roy G la d n e y .

F i g .  1 5 .— 1908  p o s t  c a r d  sh o w in g  M ain  S t r e e t ,  
M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a .  C o u r te s y  o f  M rs . Roy G la d n e y .
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M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l  b u i l d i n g .  The e n t i r e  p l a n t .  I n c l u d i n g  

a c c o u n t s  a n d  s u b s c r i p t i o n  b o o k s ,  w as d e s t r o y e d .  The o r i g i n  

o f  t h e  f i r e  w as u n k n o w n , a n d  t h e  p l a n t  w as o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  

I n s u r e d .  R o b e r t  Q. G re sh a m , t h e  o w n er o f  t h e  p l a n t  a n d  m a n a g e r  

o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  s a i d  h e  h a d  b e e n  " d o in g  a  f a i r l y  g o o d  

b u s i n e s s . " T h u s , e x a c t l y  tw o y e a r s  a f t e r  M u lb e r ry  g o t  I t s  

f i r s t  r e g u l a r  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  to w n  w as a g a in  w i t h o u t  o n e .

N in e  m o n th s  a f t e r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l  

b u r n e d  dow n, t h e  to w n  g o t  a n o t h e r  n e w s p a p e r .  The M u lb e r ry  

E n t e r p r i s e  w as fo u n d e d  I n  M a rc h , 1 9 1 1 , a n d  w as p u b l i s h e d  f o r  

l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  b y  C o l .  B y ln g to n ,  who w as e d i t o r  a n d  p u b l i s h e r .  ̂

À few  m o n th s  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  

E n t e r p r i s e , t h e  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  b e g a n  p u b l i c a t i o n  I n  M ay,

1 9 1 2 . E . S . F e u e r l l c h t  w as t h e  n e w s p a p e r ’ s m a n a g e r  a n d  w as 

" a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  n e w s p a p e rm a n ."  P rom  t h a t  t im e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t , 

M u lb e r ry  h a s  h a d  a  r e g u l a r  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h o u g h  t h e  nam e o f t e n  

c h a n g e d  w hen a  new o w n er p u r c h a s e d  t h e  p l a n t .

I n  1 9 1 0 , t h e  to w n  w as f i n a n c i a l l y  b o o m in g  e v e n  th o u g h  

i t  was t e m p o r a r i l y  w i t h o u t  a  n e w s p a p e r .  At t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  

f i s c a l  y e a r  on  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 1 0 , t h e  B ank o f  M u lb e r ry  h a d  

a s s e t s  o f  $ 2 7 2 ,4 0 3 .4 6 .  W. P . R ead w as c a s h i e r  a n d  H e n ry  Sapp 

w as n o t a r y  p u b l i c .  The B o a rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w e re  L . N. P i p k i n ,

^ ^ R e c o rd ,  J u l y  8 ,  1 9 1 0 . 
13,.I n f o r m a n t , M arch  2 3 ,  1 9 1 1 ;  J u n e  1 1 ,  1 9 1 2 .

1 ^M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld , May 3 0 , 1 9 1 2 ;  J u l y  1 1 ,  1 9 1 2 ;  
H e t h e r l n g t o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  l 6 4 .
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H. K. M urphy a n d  P . B. H a y n e s . B y  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h a t  y e a r^  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i r m s  w e re  e n g a g e d  i n  b u s i n e s s :  S . R o s in  &

C om pany, I .  S t a l b e r g ,  R . B. W h ite ,  W. G. O v e r s t r e e t ,  H. B. 

B l o u n t ,  S a tC h e 11 a n d  M i t c h e l l ,  P ay n e  a n d  DeV a n e , W olf B a r g a in  

S t o r e ,  W. S . Y a t e s ,  A. M e n d e ls o n ,  W hidden  & W h id d en , H o ugh ton  

C l o th i n g  C om pany, M u lb e r ry  F u r n i t u r e  Com pany, W. W. M a tc h e t t ,  

J .  J .  P e o p l e s ,  0 .  C. P a r r i s h  & C om pany, R . L . B a k e r ,  S . E . 

G ib s o n ,  J .  L. M i l l e r ,  T . C. B a s s ,  P r a i r i e  T r a d in g  Com pany,

W. C. H a r r i s  & C om pany, H. S . B a d c o c k  & Com pany, G eo rg e  

N ic o p o p u lo s ,  S . D a n i e l  a n d  Bank o f  M u l b e r r y . A s  t h e  nam es 

o f  some o f  t h e s e  b u s in e s s m e n  i n d i c a t e ,  t h e  co m m u n ity  was 

d e v e lo p in g  a  b r o a d e r  e t h n i c  b a s e .

The 1910 c e n s u s  sh ow ed  M u lb e r ry  t o  b e  t h e  t h i r d  

l a r g e s t  tow n  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ,  a f t e r  L a k e la n d  a n d  B a r to w . The 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  was 3 j l 6 9  a n d  i n  t h e  to w n  

l i m i t s ,  l , 4 l 8 .  T h e re  seem ed  t o  b e  n o  l e t u p  i n  t h e  g ro w th  o f  

b u s i n e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y .

I n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  m e a n t  g r e a t e r  dem and f o r  h o t e l  

ro o m s .  I n  1 9 0 8 , L . N . C r i g l e r ’ s  M u lb e r ry  H o t e l  r e c e i v e d  i t s  

f i r s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  new W est S id e  

H o t e l ,  r u n  by  M rs . E l l a  F l e t c h e r .  The c o m p e t i t i o n  d id  n o t  

r e m a in  l o n g ,  a n d  i n  D e c e m b e r , t h e  new h o t e l ,  t h e  W est S id e  

S am p le  Room, a n d  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  S . D a n i e l ,  H. M. W ood, and

I n f o r m a n t , J u l y  l 4 ,  1 9 1 0 . 

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , D ec . 2 2 ,  1 9 1 0 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



172
Hamp L e v in g s  w e re  b u r n e d  t o  t h e  g ro u n d .  P i p k i n ' s  w a t e r  m ain  

d i d  n o t  r e a c h  t h a t  p a r t  o f  to w n , a n d  o n ly  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  

h o s e s  a n d  men fro m  P r a i r i e  P e b b le  P l a n t  w e re  t h e y  a b l e  t o  

s a v e  m any o t h e r  n e a r b y  b u i l d i n g s .

M ore t h a n  tw o  y e a r s  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  a  new h o t e l  w as 

c o m p le te d .  The new h o t e l ,  c a l l e d  t h e  J u a n i t a  H o t e l ,  h a d  

t h i r t y  ro o m s f o r  g u e s t s .  The b u i l d i n g  f o r m e r l y  o c c u p ie d  by 

th e  P r a i r i e  T r a d in g  Company w as m oved b e s i d e  t h e  h o t e l  b u i l d i n g  

an d  w as r e n o v a t e d  t o  m ake t h e  h o t e l  l a r g e r .  The e n l a r g e d  

e d i f i c e  w as r e a d y  f o r  o c c u p a n c y  b y  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 1 1 . The 

m a n a g e r  w as R o b e i 't  S c o t t .  The h o t e l  s to o d  w h e re  t h e  Tampa 

E l e c t r i c  Company i s  now l o c a t e d .

One m o n th  l a t e r .  M u l b e r r y 's  t h i r d  h o t e l ,  t h e  E x c e l s i o r ,  

o p e n e d  w i t h  M rs . B e l l e  M a rsh  a n d  h e r  so n  L u c ia n  M arsh  a s  

m a n a g e r s .  T hey r e s i g n e d  i n  J u n e  t o  r u n  t h e  O aks H o te l  i n  

B a r to w , an d  M rs . W il l ia m  H ic k s  t o o k  o v e r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

E x c e l s i o r .

The g ro w in g  c o m m u n ity  h e l d  a n  e l e c t i o n  on  T u e s d a y ,  

J a n u a r y  9 ,  1 9 1 2 , a n d  D r .  H. K. M urphy w as e l e c t e d  m ay o r o v e r  

¥ .  C. S p r o t t  b y  a  v o t e  o f  49 t o  3 9 . The v o te  f o r  m a r s h a l  w a s : 

J o h n  B ro w n in g  5 2 ,  0 .  C. I v e y  2 6 ,  a n d  J .  C. H e n ry  1 2 . H. J .  

K o e rn e r  was e l e c t e d  c l e r k - t r e a s u r e r , an d  E . H. D u d le y  a n d  

W. P . R ead w e re  e l e c t e d  c o u n c i lm e n .

I n f o r m a n t , M arch  2 3 ,  1 9 1 1 ;  J u n e  8 ,  1 9 1 1 .
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D r. H. K. M urphy r e m a in e d  a s  m ay o r o f  M u lb e r ry  f o r  

o n ly  s i x  m o n th s  a n d  r e s i g n e d  I n  J u n e  1 9 1 2 , t o  becom e p o s t m a s t e r ,  

s u c c e e d i n g  J o h n  B. W h ite .  He s a i d  t h a t  h e  " d id  n o t  f e e l  h e  

w o u ld  h a v e  t im e  f o r  b o t h  J o b s .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  M u rp h y 's  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  t h e  M u lb e r ry  

H e r a ld  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  a  new b a n k  I n  to w n . C o l .

S . C. W ils o n  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  C i t i z e n ' s  B ank o f  M u lb e r ry  I n  

J u l y .  The o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  new  b a n k  w e r e ;  E . E . S k i p p e r ,  

P r e s i d e n t ;  G. B . S k i p p e r ,  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t ;  an d  L . C . M orrow , 

C a s h i e r .  The d i r e c t o r s  w e re  E . E . S k i p p e r ,  G. B. S k i p p e r ,

L . S . M o rro w , L . C . M o rro w , W. M. M i l l s ,  J .  Bunyon S m ith ,  a n d  

C o l .  S . G. W ils o n .

The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  n o t e d  t h a t  

W olf A b ra m o v ltz  o f  Tam pa h a d  b e g u n  o p e r a t i n g  a c o n c r e t e - b l o c k  

f a c t o r y  I n  M u lb e r ry .  On May 3 0 ,  1 9 1 2 , h e  h a d  2 0 ,0 0 0  b l o c k s  

I n  t h e  y a r d s  b u t  " w o u ld  n o t  s e l l  th em  u n t i l  h e  had  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ."

The p l a n t  c a p a c i t y  w as 1 ,0 0 0  b l o c k s  p e r  d a y ,  and  A b ra m o v ltz  

h o p e d  f o r  1 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  d a y  I n  t h e  v e ry  n e a r  f u t u r e .  The 

c o n c r e t e  b l o c k s  w e re  m ade o f  " s a n d ,  ce m e n t an d  l i m e . " ^^

A b r a m o v l t z 's  b u s i n e s s  w as d o in g  so  w e l l  by t h e  f a l l  o f  

1912  t h a t  h e  s o l d  h i s  s t o r e  I n  Tampa a n d  m oved t o  M u lb e r ry  

t o  p e r s o n a l l y  o v e r s e e  h i s  f a c t o r y .  He d i d  n o t  l i v e  t o  s e e

2 ^M u lb e r ry  H e r a l d , J u n e  2 0 , 1 9 1 2 . H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  H e r a ld .

^ ^ H e r a l d , May 3 0 , 1 9 1 2 .
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h i s  b u s in e s s  becom e th e  s u c c e s s  he  th o u g h t  w as I n e v i t a b l e .

He was d r i v i n g  h i s  b u ggy  on  t h e  B a rto w  r o a d  I n  N o v em b er, 1 9 1 2 , 

w hen h i s  h o r s e  becam e f r i g h t e n e d  an d  th re w  A b ra m o v ltz  f ro m  

t h e  b u g g y ,  f r a c t u r i n g  h i s  s k u l l  and  b r e a k i n g  b o t h  h i s  arm s and  

l e g s .  He d i e d  s i x  h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t  a n d  w as b u r l e d  

I n  t h e  H ebrew  C e m e te ry  I n  Tam pa.

The d a n g e r s  o f  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y  t r a v e l  on  ro u g h  r o a d s  

w e re  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e in g  e l i m i n a t e d .  D u r in g  t h e  summer 

o f  1 9 1 2 , $464 w as s p e n t  on c o u n ty  r o a d s  I n  M u lb e r ry .  By 

A u g u s t ,  a  B a r to w -M u lb e r ry  a u to m o b i le  l i n e  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

by  t h e  M cCormack Company o f  B a r to w . The "M odel T" F o rd s  l e f t  

B a r to w  a t  7 :3 0  a .m . and  2 :0 0  p .m . f o r  M u lb e r ry ,  w h e re  r a i l r o a d  

c o n n e c t i o n s  c o u ld  be  made t o  Tam pa.

The P l a n t  S y s tem  o f  r a i l r o a d s  becam e p a r t  o f  t h e  new 

A t l a n t i c  C o a s t  L in e  R a i l r o a d  w h ic h  o f f e r e d  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  

M u lb e r ry  t h e i r  f i r s t  r a i l  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e  I n  1 9 1 2 .

M u lb e r ry  h a d  b e e n  a  r a i l r o a d  c e n t e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  b u t  o n ly  

so  f a r  a s  f r e i g h t  w as c o n c e r n e d .  The l i m i t e d  p a s s e n g e r  

s e r v i c e  o f f e r e d  b y  A t l a n t i c  C o a s t  L in e  w as s u p p le m e n te d  by  t h e  

new S e a b o a rd  A i r  L in e  R a i l r o a d  on M arch  9 ,  1 9 1 3 . The S e a b o a rd  

t r a i n s  l e f t  B a r to w  a t  7 :5 5  a . m . ; l e f t  M u lb e r ry  a t  8 :2 0  a .m . ; 

l e f t  N ic h o ls  a t  8 :3 2 ;  a n d  r e a c h e d  P l a n t  C i ty  a t  9 :2 7  an d

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , Nov. 7 ,  1 9 1 2 .

I n f o r m a n t , J u ly  I 8 ,  1 9 1 2 ; A ug. 1 5 ,  1 9 1 2 .
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Tam pa b y  1 0 :2 0 .  T h u s ,  t h e  M u lb e r ry  t o  Tam pa r u n  to o k  e x a c t l y  

tw o  h o u r s . A t P l a n t  C i ty  t h e  t r a i n  m ade c o n n e c t i o n s  w i th  

t r a i n s  t o  W a s h in g to n ,  D. C . ,  a n d  t h e  N o r t h .  The t r a i n  s e r v i c e  

w as d e s c r i b e d  a s  " s t r i c t l y  a  h i g h - c l a s s  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e .

Im p ro v e d  r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e  g a v e  a d d e d  im p e tu s  t o  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  boom , a n d  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  M u lb e r r y ,  t h e  "h u b  o f  P h o s p h a te  T e r r i t o r y , "  

w as t o  h a v e  " a n o th e r  s p o k e  i n  h e r  w h e e l . "  The E x p o r t  P h o s p h a te  

Company w as g o in g  t o  b u i l d  a  p l a n t  3 m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  to w n .

The o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  new p l a n t  w e re  H. L . P i e r c e ,  P r e s i d e n t  ;

H. B. R u s t ,  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  ; H. G. L ow e, T r e a s u r e r ;  an d  

N o r to n  P . W e b er, A s s i s t a n t  T r e a s u r e r  a n d  C l e r k .  The la n d  f o r  

t h e  new p l a n t s  w as p u r c h a s e d  f ro m  L . N. P i p k i n .  A ro u n d  t h i s  

p l a n t  g rew  t h e  to w n  o f  P i e r c e .

P i e r c e  a s  w e l l  a s  B r a d le y  J u n c t i o n ,  N i c h o l s ,  K i n g s f o r d  

a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l e r  m in in g  c o m m u n i t ie s  d e p e n d e d  on M u lb e r ry  f o r  

m uch o f  t h e i r  t r a d e .  T hey  d e p e n d e d  on t h e  w e e k ly  M u lb e r ry  

H e r a ld  t o  k e e p  th e m  a b r e a s t  o f  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s a l e s ,  an d  

o t h e r  i t e m s .  I n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  n a t u r a l l y  m ea n t i n c r e a s e d  

c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  I n  D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 3 , t h e  H e r a ld  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  W i l l  H. B u l l o c h ,  f o r m e r l y  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e r  o f  

t h e  B a r to w  Co u r l e r - I n f o r m a n t ,  who f o r  t h e  p a s t  tw o y e a r s  

h a d  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  Tam pa T im e s , w o u ld  becom e p u b l i s h e r

^ ^ H e r a ld , M arch  1 3 ,  1 9 1 3 . 

^ ^ H e r a l d , J u l y  l 8 ,  1 9 1 3 .
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o f  t h e  H e r a ld  t h a t  m o n th .  B u l lo c h  who h a d  many f r i e n d s  i n  

M u lb e r r y ,  s a i d  h e  was: p l e a s e d  t o  b e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  P o lk  C o u n ty .

The w eek  b e f o r e  C h r i s tm a s  th e ' C 'o u r ie r - I n f o r m a n t  

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  to w n  c o u n c i l  o f  M u lb e r ry  l e t  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  

a  s e w e ra g e  s y s te m .  T he s y s te m  w o u ld  "b e  m o d ern  a n d  c o m p le te  

i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  a n d  a d e q u a te  f o r  a  c i t y  o f  1 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e . "

The s e w e ra g e  b o n d s  w e re  a p p ro v e d  a n d  w o rk  b e g a n  i n  e a r l y  

J a n u a r y ,  1 9 1 4 .^ ^

T he b u s i n e s s  boom c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  1 9 1 4 . The Hub C a fe  

a d v e r t i s e d  r e g u l a r  m e a ls  f o r  35 c e n t s ,  o y s t e r s  i n  a l l  s t y l e s ,  

a n d  w e e k ly  m e a l  t i c k e t s  f o r  $ 5 . The H e r a ld  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  

C h e r o -C o la  B o t t l i n g  Company o f  M u lb e r r y ,  o p e r a t e d  by  H a r r i s  & 

T u r n e r ,  w as d o in g  a  g o o d  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  W. C. S p r o t t * s  

G a ra g e  a d v e r t i s e d  " f i r s t  c l a s s  r e p a i r  w o rk "  on a u to m o b i l e s .^ ^  

By 1914 M u lb e r ry  w as d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  

p h o s p h a te  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d . I n  1912 F o lk  C o u n ty  p r o d u c e d  

48 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s s u p p ly  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l .  O f a  t o t a l  

o u t p u t  o f  2 ,5 7 9 ,8 6 5  t o n s  o f  p h o s p h a te  i n  1 9 1 2 , one t h i r d ,  

o r  7 3 2 ,6 5 1  t o n s ,  w e re  s h ip p e d  a b r o a d ,  c h i e f l y  t o  G erm an y ,

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  B e lg iu m . T h e re  w e re  tw e n ty  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  

i n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  t e n  o f  th em  w i t h i n  4 m i l e s  o f  M u lb e r ry .

3 0 H e r a l d , D e c . 1 2 ,  1 9 13-

3 ^ H e r a i d , J a n .  2 3 ,  1 9 1 4 ;  Menu f ro m  "Hub C a fe "  a b o u t  
1 9 1 5 ,  ow ned b y  M rs . J o h n  M i t c h e l l  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a .
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"T he e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r a p i d  g r o w th "  o f  M u lb e r ry  was "d u e  t o  t h e  

im p e tu s  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  t h i s  p r o f i t a b l e  i n d u s t r y ." 3 3

M ost o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  a r e a  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  w as i n  

C o u n ty  C o m m iss io n  D i s t r i c t  Num ber O n e , r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  E . S . 

W h id d e n . The P o lk  C o u n ty  R e c o r d  s a i d  t h a t  W hidden  r e p r e ­

s e n t e d  t h e  " m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  w e a l t h i e s t  s e c t i o n  o f  P o lk  

C o u n ty ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  w h e re  t h e  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  t h e  

p h o s p h a te  m in in g  o f  t h e  c o u n ty "  w as d o n e .  T he p h o s p h a te  

i n d u s t r y  e m p lo y e d  b e tw e e n  t h r e e - a n d  f o u r - th o u s a n d  men an d  

h a d  b u i l t  up s e v e r a l  t h r i v i n g  to w n s ,  " p r i n c i p a l  o f  w h ic h "

w as M u lb e r r y .  O th e r  to w n s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w e re  M e d u l l a ,

C h r i s t i n a ,  N i c h o l s ,  P e b b l e ,  P i e r c e ,  Bone V a l l e y , a n d  B r a d le y .

R e l i g i o u s  a n d  S o c i a l  L i f e

D u r in g  t h e  boom y e a r s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,

r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  g rew  a lo n g  w i th  b u s i n e s s e s .  

As p r o s p e r i t y  came t o  t h e  c o m m u n ity  o f  M u lb e r ry ,  t h e r e  a l s o  

d e v e lo p e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  c l a s s .  T h e se  w e a l th y  m e r c h a n ts  

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  r e l i g i o n s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

M u lb e r ry  d i d  n o t  s u i t  t h e i r  n e e d s .  Some o f  th e m , l e d  b y  t h e  

B a d c o c k  f a m i l y ,  o r g a n i z e d  a n  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h .  The f i r s t  

E p i s c o p a l i a n  s e r v i c e s  w e re  h e l d  i n  M u lb e r ry  on S u n d a y , May 1 0 ,  

1 9 0 8 ,  i n  t h e  M e th o d i s t  C h u rc h  b u i l d i n g .  P r a n k  M e rc e r ,  a l s o

^^R e c o r d , May 1 5 ,  1 9 1 4 .
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r e c t o r  o f  H o ly  T r i n i t y  E p i s c o p a l  C h u rc h  i n  B a r to w , c o n d u c te d  

t h e  s e r v i c e s . 35 i t  w o u ld  b e  f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  E p i s c o ­

p a l i a n s  w o u ld  h a v e  t h e i r  own c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g .  S t .  L u k e 's  

E p i s c o p a l  C h u rc h  w as f i n a l l y  d e d ic a t e d  on S u n d a y , A p r i l  1 3 ,

1 9 1 3 . The B is h o p  o f  S o u th e rn  F l o r i d a  c o n d u c te d  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  

a s s i s t e d  by  t h e  c h u rc h  r e c t o r .  R ev . P r a n k  M e rc e r .  "The 

B is h o p  w as p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  d o o r  w i t h  t h e  k e y s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  

a f t e r  w h ic h  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  m oved up t h e  a i s l e s  t o  t h e  a l t a r  

r a i l s ,  w h e re  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  d o n a t i o n  w e re  r e a d  by  M r.

H en ry  S . B a d c o c k . M r. A. D. W e st, t h e  o t h e r  w a rd e n ,w a s  a l s o  

p r e s e n t . "  A c l a s s  f o r  c o n f i r m a t io n  w as p r e s e n t e d  by  th e  

r e c t o r ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  a  l a r g e  num ber r e m a in e d  f o r  c o m m u n i o n . 35

The o l d e r  c h u r c h e s  w ere  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  m em b e rsh ip  

a t  t h i s  sam e t im e .  I t  was h o p e d  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  r e l i g i o u s  

i n f l u e n c e  w o u ld  h e lp  c u rb  much o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  f o r  w h ic h  

M u lb e r ry  h a d  becom e n o t e d .  The M e t h o d i s t 's  new c h u rc h  b u i l d ­

i n g  h a d  b e e n  c o m p le te d  i n  1904 and  e x p a n d e d  u p o n  i n  1 9 0 7 .

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rch  r e c e i v e d  a  new p a s t o r  i n  1910 

w hen S . R . S k in n e r  r e p l a c e d  E . J .  B a r b e r .  I n  1 9 1 1 , t h e  

B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  a  p a r s o n a g e  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  c h u rc h  a t  a  c o s t  

o f  $ 2 , 5 0 0 . A $1 ,5 0 0  a d d i t i o n  was m ade t o  t h e  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g ,  

a n d  t h e  m em b e rsh ip  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  s to o d  a t  1 3 4 . D u r in g  t h i s

35I n f o r m a n t , May l 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ; H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .
1 6 3 .

^ ^ H e r a l d , A p r i l  1 7 , 1913-

^ “̂ I n f o r m a n t , May I 8 ,  1 9 0 4 ; P r e s s , J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 5 4 .
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t i m e ,  t h e  c h u rc h  b e g a n  m e e t in g  e v e ry  S u n d ay  f o r  r e g u l a r  

w o r s h ip ,  an d  a  Women’ s  M is s io n a r y  S o c i e t y  w as o r g a n i z e d .  By 

1 9 1 4 , u n d e r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J .  S . D ay , t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  h a d  

grow n t o  150  m em b e rs .

I n  1914  t h e  M e th o d i s t s  d e c id e d  t o  e r e c t  a  new c h u r c h .  

B ish o p  H. C. M o r r i s o n  o f  L e e s b u rg  an d  R ev . J .  R. C aso n  o f  

B a r to w  w e re  i n  M u lb e r ry  on S u n d a y , A p r i l  5 ,  t o  r a i s e  fu n d s  t o  

e r e c t  t h e  new b u i l d i n g .  T hey r a i s e d  $ 6 ,0 0 0  a t  t h e  m o rn in g  

s e r v i c e .  Q u i te  a  few  o f  t h e  m o st i n f l u e n t i a l  m em bers w e re  

n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  m e e t in g ,  a n d  no d i f f i c u l t y  w as e x p e r i e n c e d  

i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  r e m a in in g  f u n d s .  The new c h u rc h  c o s t  b e tw e e n  

$ 1 2 ,0 0 0  a n d  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 .  R ev . G. S . R o b e r ts  w as p a s t o r  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h . I t  w as e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c h u rc h e s  w ere  f i n a l l y  

p l a y i n g  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  co m m u n ity .

The c h u rc h e s  w e re  by  no m eans t h e  o n ly  o u t l e t  f o r  

s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  g ro w in g  to w n . I n  N o v em b er, 1 9 0 8 , t h e  

Odd F e l lo w s  o r g a n iz e d  a  c h a p te r  i n  M u lb e r ry .  T h e i r  c h a p te r  

w as L odge 57 a n d  b o a s t e d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  m em b ers . T h e i r  o p e n in g  

b a n q u e t  w as h e l d  a t  t h e  i l l - f a t e a  W est S id e  H o te l  s h o r t l y  

b e f o r e  i t  b u r n e d .

A n o th e r  new f r a t e r n a l  o r d e r ,  t h e  M u lb e r ry  K n ig h ts  o f  

P y t h i a s ,  L odge  I 8 , m et J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 0 9 , t o  i n s t a l l  new o f f i c e r s

^ ^ H o lle y m a n , o p .  c i t . ,  p .  3-

^*̂ I n f o r m a n t , N ov. 1 9 , 1 9 0 8 .
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i n  t h e i r  new lo d g e  ro o m . M r. H en ry  S . B a d co ck  w as m a s t e r  o f  

c e r e m o n ie s .  S in c e  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w as R o b e r t  E . L e e 's  b i r t h d a y ,

M r. B ad c o c k  l e d  t h e  g ro u p  i n  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  " D i x i e .

The women w e re  n o t  a b o u t  t o  b e  l e f t  o u t ,  an d  i n  M ay,

1 9 1 2 ,  t h e  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  B a r to w  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  

E a s t e r n  S t a r  h ad  come t o  M u lb e r ry  t o  i n s t a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  

t h e  n e w ly  fo rm e d  E a s t e r n  S t a r  o f  M u lb e r r y .  T h e r e  w e re  

t w e n ty - o n e  m em b e rs , i n c l u d i n g  M rs . J o h n  M i t c h e l l ,  t h e  o n ly  

s u r v i v i n g  m em ber.

By 1 9 1 4 ,  M u lb e r ry  h a d  e i g h t  a c t i v e  f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s .  They w e re  t h e  Odd F e l l o w s ,  M a so n s , E a s t e r n  S t a r ,

Woodmen o f  t h e  W o rld , Woodmen C i r c l e ,  Red M en, K n ig h ts  o f  

P y t h i a s  a n d  F r a t e r n a l  U n io n  o f  A m e ric a .

E d u c a t i o n

On J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 0 9 , t h e  new M u lb e r ry  S c h o o l  w as 

d e d i c a t e d .  The d a y  w as t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  R o b e r t  E . 

L e e . W ith  an  o b v io u s  b u r s t  o f  p r i d e  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  t h e  M u lb e r ry  

J o u r n a l  r e p o r t e d  : "W hat m ore  a p p r o p r i a t e  d a y  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n

c h o s e n  f ro m  o u r  c a l e n d a r  t h a n  t h i s  1 9 th  d ay  o f  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  

102d  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  o u r  S o u t h l a n d 's  m o s t h o n o r e d  g e n e r a l ;  t h i s  

i s  t h e  d a y  w hen t h e  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h te r s  o f  D ix i e  s o i l  a r e  

e f f e r v e s c i n g  w i t h  p a t r i o t i s m . "  The J o u r n a l  c o n t i n u e d .

^^M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l , J a n .  2 1 ,  1 9 0 9 . H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  J o u r n a l .

^ ^ H e r a l d , May 3 0 ,  1 9 1 2 .

^ % e r a l d . May 1 5 ,  1 9 1 4 .
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No g r a n d e r  s i g h t  c o u ld  w e l l  g r e e t  t h e  m o r t a l  e y e  
t h a n  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  o f  M u lb e r ry  a s  t h e y  g a t h e r e d  
on t h e  s c h o o l  g ro u n d s  t o  s a l u t e  "O ld  G l o r y . "
" D i x i e , "  t h a t  s o u l - s t i r r i n g  n a t i o n a l  a i r ,  w as s u n g  
a n d  a f t e r w a r d  p l a y e d  on p i a n o  a n d  c o r n e t .  The 
s to r m s  o f  a p p la u s e  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  w e re  a l l  b u t  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s h a k e  M u lb e r ry  t o  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n .

P r o f e s s o r  0 .  J .  M oore w as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e

The new s c h o o l  s to o d  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  

h a l l .  H ig h - s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  h a d  b e e n  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  o ld  b u i l d i n g  

i n  1 9 0 7 ,  an d  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  a l l o w e d  m ore b a d ly  n e e d e d  s p a c e  

f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n . ^ ^  The f i r s t  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  h ig h  s c h o o l  

w e re  L. N. P i p k i n ,  H. S . M c K illo p  a n d  E . S . W h id d e n . T he 

f i r s t  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s ,  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  tw o  g i r l s  a n d  one 

b o y .  T hey w e re  S e lm a  A l l e n e  S m ith ,  Maude D a v i s ,  an d  Jam es  Bond 

G ib s o n .  0 .  J .  M o o re , p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  gram m ar s c h o o l ,  w as 

a l s o  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  M u lb e r ry  H ig h  S c h o o l  i s  

t h e  t h i r d  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ,  p r e c e d e d  by  B a r to w  a n d  L a k e ­

la n d  .

Ja m e s  Bond G ib s o n ,  J r . ,  t h e  f i r s t  m a le  g r a d u a t e  o f  

M u lb e r ry  H ig h  S c h o o l  a n d  y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r  o f  b u s in e s s m a n  

S t .  Elmo G ib s o n ,  w e n t t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  im m e d ia te ly  

u p o n  g r a d u a t i o n  f ro m  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  g r a d u a t e d  

f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  " w h e re  h e  to o k  a  h ig h  s t a n d  i n  a l l  h i s

I n f o r m a n t , F e b . 2 ,  1 9 1 1 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , F e b .  2 ,  1 9 1 1 ;  L e d g e r , F e b .  5 ,  1 9 6 1 .
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c l a s s e s , "  a n d  o p e n e d  up  a  law  o f f i c e  I n  M u lb e r ry .  He fo rm e d  a

p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a  f e l l o w  F l o r i d a  g r a d u a t e .  P r a n k  R l h e r d .

T h e i r  law  f i r m  o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s  I n  J u l y ,  1 9 1 3 .

The s c h o o l  b o a r d  m et A u g u s t 1 ,  1 9 1 0 , I n  B a r to w  t o  name

t h e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e  1 9 1 0 -1 9 1 1  s c h o o l  y e a r .  Thom as B. K irk

w as c o u n ty  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s .  0 .  J .  M oore w as

r e a p p o i n t e d  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  S c h o o l ,  a n d  a l l  t h e

t e a c h e r s  w e re  new o n e s .  They w e re  J .  N. R o d g e r s ,  M iss

V i r g i n i a  C o l l i e r ,  M rs . B r a n n ln g ,  M iss  E s t e l l e  E p p e r s o n ,  a n d

M rs . 0 .  J .  M o o re . T e a c h e r s  a t  t h e  new M u lb e r ry  C o lo r e d  S c h o o l

w e re  W. T . Young a n d  S a d ie  Y oung. The M u lb e r ry  C o lo r e d

S c h o o l  r a n  i n t o  t r o u b l e  o n ly  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  I t  w as o p e n e d ,

a n d  I n  F e b r u a r y , 1 9 1 4 , t h e  s c h o o l  was c lo s e d  by  t h e  c o u n ty

b e c a u s e  I t  d id  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  m o n th ly  a t t e n d a n c e .  The

new s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s ,  C. A. P a r k e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e

s c h o o l ' s  o f f i c i a l s  h a d  b e e n  p a d d in g  t h e i r  r o l l s .  One o t h e r
49c o l o r e d  s c h o o l  I n  t h e  c o u n ty  w as a l s o  c lo s e d .

E d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  w as a  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  f o r  t h e  

w h i t e  c h i l d r e n .  The M u lb e r ry  H ig h  S c h o o l  I n  1914  e n t e r e d  a  

new t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  an  a u d i t o r iu m  s e a t i n g  350 

p e o p le  on  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r  a n d  w i t h  s i x  c la s s ro o m s  on t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r .  The c o s t  w as a p p r o x i m a t e ly  $ 1 2 ,5 0 0 .  "D oc" M cB eth was

^'^H e r a l d , J u l y  4 ,  1 9 1 3 .

^ ^ L e a d e r , A ug. 4 ,  1 9 1 0 . 

I n f o r m a n t , F e b .  1 2 ,  1 9 1 4 .
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t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  t h a t  t i m e . The l a t e  C a r l  S . Cox 

s u c c e e d e d  M cB eth , com ing f ro m  B irm in g h am  S o u th e rn  C o l le g e  i n

1 9 l 4 . He t a u g h t  m ath  a n d  c o a c h e d  t h e  f i r s t  te a m  s p o r t s  i n  

to w n , b a s e b a l l  and  b a s k e t b a l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e in g  h i g h - s c h o o l  

p r i n c i p a l .  T h e re  w e re  no  g r a d u a t e s  i n  1 9 1 2 , b u t  f o u r  i n  1 9 1 3 . 

T hey w e re  L o u is e  Bowman, L o u e 1 1a  Bowman, Hugh D ic k in s o n  and  

E m ily  B a d c o c k . I n  1914 t h e r e  w e re  tw o  g r a d u a t e s ,  D av id  

B is h o p  a n d  L u th e r  N. P i p k i n ,  J r .  The s c h o o l  show ed s te a d y  

t b r e a k  o f  t h e  F i r s t

C rim e a n d  V io l e n c e  

M u lb e r ry  was v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  a  s o u th e r n  c i t y ,  n o t  o n ly  

i n  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  s e n t i m e n t .  The d a y s  o f  t h e  o ld  C o n fe d e r ­

a c y  h a d  b e e n  gone  f o r  n e a r l y  a  h a l f  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  p a r t i s a n  

f e e l i n g  s t i l l  r a n  h i g h .  E v en  th o u g h  b l a c k  an d  w h i te  w o rk ed  

s i d e  by  s i d e  i n  t h e  m in e s ,  t h e r e  w as l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  

b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o  r a c e s ,  a n d  t h e  to w n ’ s n e x t  s i x  y e a r s  w o u ld  s e e  

a s  m uch v i o l e n c e  an d  u n p u n is h e d  c r im e s  a s  i t s  f i r s t  e i g h t  

y e a r s .  A l th o u g h  a l l  s u c h  c r im e s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  r a c i a l  o v e r ­

t o n e s ,  many o f  th em  d i d .

On J a n u a r y  3 0 , 1 9 0 9 , tw o  N e g ro e s  b u r n e d  t o  d e a th  i n  

t h e  M u lb e r ry  j a i l . T hey h a d  b e e n  j a i l e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  e v e n in g  

f o r  d r u n k e n n e s s  by  t h e  m a r s h a l .  The M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e y  w e re  " s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r

50 L e d g e r , F e b . 5 ,  1 9 6 1 .
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own t e r r i b l e  e n d .  W h e th e r  th e y  m ade a  f i r e  t o  warm th em ­

s e l v e s ,  o r  w h e th e r  th e y  a im e d  t o  b u r n  t h e i r  way o u t  w i l l  n e v e r  

b e  k n o w n ,"  a s  no  j a i l e r  was on t h e  p r e m is e s  a t  t h e  t im e .  The 

l i t t l e  f ra m e  b u i l d i n g  w h ic h  s e r v e d  a s  a  j a i l  was s i t u a t e d  "som e 

l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e "  f ro m  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  to w n , a n d  b y  

t h e  t im e  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t o  b e  on f i r e ,  " n o th i n g  c o u ld  b e  

d o n e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  tw o  m en , a s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w as a  m ass  o f  

f l a m e s . "  The tw o  men w e re  p h o s p h a te  h a n d s  f ro m  t h e  n e a rb y  

m in e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  nam es w e re  n o t  know n.

A l i t t l e  o v e r  a  w eek l a t e r ,  on F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1 9 0 9 , 

s i x t e e n - y e a r  o ld  I rm a  N e w e ll  o f  L a k e la n d  w as on h e r  way t o  

s c h o o l  w hen sh e  c la im e d  a  N egro  man t r i e d  t o  r a p e  h e r .  P e e l i n g s  

w e re  h ig h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o le  a r e a ,  an d  i t  was f e a r e d  t h a t  

i n n o c e n t  N e g ro e s  m ig h t  b e  k i l l e d .  On F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  t h i s  a lm o s t  

h a p p e n e d  w hen a  w h i t e  mob was r e a d y  t o  b u r n  C h a r l i e  C ru m p ley  

f o r  t h e  c r im e .  A t t h e  l a s t  m in u t e .  M iss  N e w e l l 's  g r a n d f a t h e r  

a r r i v e d  w i t h  S h e r i f f  Jo h n  L ogan and  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  C ru m p ley  

w as i n n o c e n t  an d  h e  w as s e t  f r e e .  S e v e r a l  N eg ro  s u s p e c t s  

w e re  b e in g  h e ld  i n  L a k e la n d  j a i l .  M r. N e w e ll  h a d  w o rk e d  i n  

M u lb e r ry  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  a n d  a  mob fro m  M u lb e r ry  r e a c h e d  

t h e  L a k e la n d  j a i l  a t  3 :0 0  a .m . ,  F e b r u a r y  1 0 . " I t  was s u s ­

p e c t e d  t h e y  w o u ld  a t t a c k  t h e  j a i l  l a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t . "  S h e r i f f  

L o g an  c a l l e d  t h e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  N e g r o e s .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  S a t u r d a y ,  a  N eg ro  nam ed J a c k  Wade w as i d e n t i f i e d  

p o s i t i v e l y  by  M iss  N e w e ll  a s  h e r  a s s a i l a n t .  A f t e r  h e  was

51• J o u r n a l , J a n .  2 1 , 1 9 0 9 .
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p o s i t i v e l y  I d e n t i f i e d ,  t h e  mob h u n g  h im  f ro m  a  t r e e  a n d  t h e n  

pum ped h im  f u l l  o f  b u l l e t s .  T hey  w e re  g o in g  t o  b u r n  h im , 

b u t  M iss  N e w e ll  s a i d  t h a t  h a n g in g  a n d  s h o o t i n g  w o u ld  b e  

q u i c k e r

Two w eek s  l a t e r ,  i n  a  s u p p o s e d ly  u n r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t ,  a  

f i r e  b r o k e  o u t  i n  t h e  N e g ro  s e c t i o n  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  r a g e d  f o r  

some t i m e ,  d e s t r o y i n g  f i v e  h o u s e s  a n d  o n e  c h u rc h  b e f o r e  t h e  

f la m e s  w e re  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  L . N. P i p k i n ' s  w a t e r  m a in  

d i d  n o t  r e a c h  i n t o  t h e  N e g ro  p a r t  o f  to w n .  A n o th e r  f i r e  

b r o k e  o u t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  M u lb e r ry  i n  A p r i l ,  

c a u s i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  B a r g e r s e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  C h a r le s  

F i s h e r ’ s  b a k e r y  a n d  M rs . E x l e r ’ s m i l l i n e r y  s t o r e .

I n  N o v em b er, 1 9 0 9 , Ed S im s ,  a  N e g ro ,  m u rd e r e d  S . M. 

R edd  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  f l e d  t o  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  w h e re  

h e  w as a p p r e h e n d e d .  S h e r i f f  J o h n  L o g an  r e f u s e d  t o  b r i n g  h im  

b a c k  t o  P o lk  C o u n ty  J a i l  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  some M u lb e r ry  c i t i z e n s  

w o u ld  ly n c h  h im . I n s t e a d  h e  w as b r o u g h t  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  an d  

im p r i s o n e d  t h e r e .  S im s w as l e g a l l y  h a n g e d  on J u n e  3 , 1 9 1 0 ,
C il

a t  B a r to w .

Law e n fo r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  c h u rc h  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

c i t i z e n s  h o p e d  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  c o u ld  b e  c u r t a i l e d  i f  t h e  s a l e  o f  

l i q u o r  w as p r o h i b i t e d .  I n  N o v em b er, 1 9 1 0 , F l o r i d a  v o t e d  on a n

I n f o r m a n t , F e b .  1 1 ,  1 9 0 9 ;  F e b .  1 8 ,  1 9 0 9 . 

I n f o r m a n t , M arch  1 ,  1 9 0 9 ; A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 0 9 . 

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , N ov. 1 0 ,  1 9 0 9 .
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am endm ent t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  s a l e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s .  The 

am endm ent f a i l e d  I n  t h e  s t a t e  b y  a  v o t e  o f  2 2 ,9 3 1  f o r  a n d  

2 7 ,7 0 7  a g a i n s t .  P o lk  C o u n ty  f a v o r e d  t h e  am endm ent b y  a  

m a j o r i t y  o f  m o re  t h a n  BOO v o t e s .  M u lb e r ry  w as t h e  o n ly  

co m m u n ity  I n  t h e  c o u n ty  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  am endm ent w i t h  a  

v o t e  o f  43 f o r  a n d  44 a g a i n s t ,  e v id e n c i n g  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

l i q u o r  I n  t h e  p a r t i a l l y  tam e d  c o m m u n i t y . T h i s  d a s h e d  t h e  

h o p e s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f o r  t h e  t im e  b e in g .

V io l e n c e  a g a i n  came t o  M u lb e r ry  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  

S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  l 4 ,  1 9 1 1 . T h is  I n c i d e n t  c o n c e r n e d  t h r e e  

w h i t e  m en . Ben T u r n e r ,  e m p lo y e d  b y  t h e  g r o c e r y  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  

P r a i r i e  T r a d in g  C om pany, was h e l d  up on  h i s  way home a n d  w as 

l i t e r a l l y  c u t  t o  p i e c e s  by  S . S . D r i g g e r s  a n d  T . C . C a n n o n . 

T u r n e r  d i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M onday a f t e r n o o n .  He w as a p p a r e n t l y  

h a i l e d  an d  k n o c k e d  down w i t h o u t  a  w a r n in g  a n d  w hen h e  a r o s e  

was k n o c k e d  down a  s e c o n d  t i m e . A f t e r  h e  g o t  up t h e  s e c o n d  

t im e ,  h e  r a n  t o  a  n e i g h b o r 's  y a r d  an d  h i d  u n t i l  h e  t h o u g h t  

t h e  men h a d  l e f t . He s t a r t e d  home b u t  w as d r a g g e d  a n d  h e ld  

by  o ne  o f  t h e  men w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  c u t  h im  u p .  He r e g a i n e d  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a f t e r  t h e  c u t t i n g  a n d  I d e n t i f i e d  t h e  tw o  m en.

He s a i d  h e  knew  o f  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k .  D r i g g e r s  and  

Cannon w e re  a r r e s t e d  a n d  t a k e n  t o  t h e  c i t y  j a i l  b u t  w e re  

rem o v e d  t o  t h e  c o u n ty  j a i l  a t  B a r to w  b e c a u s e  o f  m uch t a l k

55 I n f o r m a n t , N ov . 1 0 ,  1 9 1 0 ; N ov. 2 4 ,  1 9 1 0 .
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a b o u t  l y n c h i n g . T h e y  w e re  l a t e r  b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l  a n d

C rim e I n  M u lb e r ry  seem ed  t o  t a k e  a  m ore s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

t u r n  w h e n , on  T u e s d a y ,  A u g u s t 1 5 ,  1 9 1 2 , J o h n  B. W h ite , t h e  

f o r m e r  p o s t m a s t e r  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  w as a r r e s t e d  I n  D o th a n ,  A la b a m a , 

o n - c h a r g e s  o f  e m b e z z l in g  p r i v a t e  fu n d s  l e f t  I n  h i s  c u s to d y  

w hen h e  w as p o s t m a s t e r .  He w as h e ld  u n d e r  $ 1 ,0 0 0  b o n d  t o  

a w a i t  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G ran d  J u r y  a t  Tam pa. W h ite  

h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  " s e t  h i m s e l f  up I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s t a t e  a n d  

n a t i o n a l  b a n k s  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s a v in g s  d e p o s i t o r i e s . "

T h e re  w as a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s a v in g s  b an k  I n  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  W h ite  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  "W h ite  D e p o s i to r y "  

w as s a f e r  a n d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t v a u l t s .  When p a t r o n s  

w a n te d  t o  b u y  a  m oney o r d e r  o r  p a t r o n i z e  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t.

W h ite  w o u ld  t e l l  th em  I t  w as " u s e l e s s  a n d  e x t r a v a g a n t  t o  w a s te  

m oney" I n  f e e s ,  w hen h e  w o u ld  k e e p  " t h e i r  f u n d s  f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g ,  

a n d  n o t  c h a rg e  a n y th i n g  t h e r e f o r . "  He s l i p p e d  away w i t h  a l l  

t h i s  m oney ( t h e  am o u n t w as n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d ) ,  b u t  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  c a p tu r e d  h im  w i th  t h e  h e lp  o f  " I t s  

w i r e l e s s  t e l e g r a p h y . "  W h ite  w as g iv e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

r e t u r n  t h e  m oney I n  l i e u  o f  r e c e i v i n g  a  j a i l  t e r m ,  a n  o p p o r ­

t u n i t y  o f  w h ic h  h e  a v a i l e d  h i m s e l f .

56 I n f o r m a n t , J a n .  1 9 ,  1 9 1 1 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , A ug . 1 5 ,  1 9 1 2 ;  J a c k s o n v i l l e  M e t r o p o l i s , 
A ug. 1 5 ,  1 9 1 2 .
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The m oney was e n t r u s t e d  t o  W h ite  " l a r g e l y  b y  N e g r o e s ,  

who p l a c e d  i m p l i c i t  f a i t h  i n  h im  on  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

h e  w as p o s t m a s t e r . "  The M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  a d d e d  t h a t  " th e

i m p r e s s i o n  l e f t  i n  t h e  d i s p a t c h  t h a t  w h i t e  f o l k s  d e p o s i t e d  

m oneys w i th  W h ite  i s  e r r o n e o u s . The N e g ro e s  d e p o s i t e d  w i th  

e x - p o s t m a s t e r  W h ite  a n d  n o t  w i t h  t h e  p o s t a l  s a v in g s  b a n k .

C rim e r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  m ore  t r a d i t i o n a l  f r o n t i e r

v a r i e t y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 1 4 , w hen tw o  N e g ro e s  w e re  ly n c h e d  f o r

t h e  a t t e m p t e d  s l a y i n g  o f  a  w h i t e  m an , J o h n  C o l l i n s .  The 

N e g r o e s ,  L ew is P e c k  an d  W il l  J o h n s o n ,  th o u g h t  t h a t  C o l l i n s  

w as t h e  man who t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  th em  i n  c o u r t  a n d  was 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n  f o r  i l l e g a l  w h is k e y  d e a l i n g s .  

C o l l i n s  d id  r e s e m b le  t h e  man b u t  h a d  J u s t  moved t o  M u lb e r ry  

s in c e  t h e  C h r i s tm a s  h o l id a y s  a n d  w as em p lo y e d  by M e r i t t  and  

G i l b e r t  Com pany. The men w e re  r e a d y  t o  s l i t  C o l l i n s *  t h r o a t  

w hen a n o th e r  N e g ro  came a lo n g  c a u s i n g  t h e  men t o  r u n .  "N ot 

m ore t h a n  s i x  m en" ly n c h e d  t h e  tw o  N e g ro e s  a n d  l e f t  t h e i r  

b u l l e t - r i d d l e d  b o d i e s  n e a r  t h e  s c e n e  w h e re  t h e y  a s s a u l t e d  

C o l l i n s . No a t t e m p t  was m ade t o  p u n i s h  t h e  m em bers o f  t h e  

l y n c h i n g  mob

îhüuë,ii v i o l e n c e  was s t i l l  a  f a c t  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  

p h o s p h a te  r e g i o n  o f  F l o r i d a ,  i n c i d e n t s  o f  s u c h  v i o l e n c e  w ere  

d e c r e a s i n g .  E d u c a t io n  a n d  r e l i g i o n  w e re  p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e

I n f o r m a n t , J a n .  l 8 ,  1 9 1 4 .
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f o r  t h i s  d e c r e a s e .  The v i o l e n t  a c t s  o f  a  few  d i d  n o t  d e t e r  

b u s i n e s s  and  t h e  b o om -tow n  a tm o s p h e re  c o n t in u e d  u n a b a te d .

M u lb e r ry  was t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  I n  e a r l y  J u n e ,  

1 9 1 4 , a n d  l i t t l e  d i d  an y o n e  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  boom w as a b o u t  

t o  b e  I n t e r r u p t e d .  E v e n ts  t a k i n g  p l a c e  I n  f a r - a w a y  E u ro p e  

w o u ld  h a v e  a  p r o f o u n d  e f f e c t  on t h e  b u s t l i n g  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  

to w n . On J u n e  2 8 ,  1 9 1 4 , t h e  A u s t r i a n  A rch d u k e  F r a n z  F e r d in a n d  

a n d  h i s  w i f e  w e re  a s s a s s i n a t e d  b y  a  S e r b ia n  p a t r i o t  w h i le  

v i s i t i n g  I n  t h e  B o s n ia n  to w n  o f  S a r a j e v o .  The e f f e c t  t h i s  

d o u b le  m u rd e r  w o u ld  h a v e  on t h e  p h o s p h a te  I n d u s t r y  w o u ld  I n  

t u r n  a f f e c t  t h e  w h o le  econom y o f  M u lb e r ry .

t h e  A m e ric a n  P e o p le  ( C h ic a g o :  Rand M cN ally  a n d  C o . , 1 9 6 4 ) ,
p .  1 5 8 .
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CHAPTER V I I  

TOWARD MODERNITY

W o rld  War I  h a d  a  p r o f o u n d  e f f e c t  on  t h e  p h o s p h a te  

a r e a .  I n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 4 , t h e  p h o s p h a te  c o m p a n ie s  b e g a n  l a y i n g  

o f f  e m p lo y e e s .  P r a i r i e  P e b b le  l a i d  o f f  f i v e - h u n d r e d  men on  

A u g u s t  8 b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  on  a  s h o r t  s c h e d u l e .  The 

o t h e r  m in e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  w e re  f o r c e d  t o  do  t h e  sam e t h i n g .

A l l  m in e s  r e m a in e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  w i t h  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  w o rk  

f o r c e s .  The M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  w as f o r c e d  t o  s u s p e n d  p u b l i c a t i o n  

on  A u g u s t  20^  f o r  o v e r  s i x  m o n th s  d u e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m ic  d e p r e s ­

s i o n  t h a t  s e t  i n  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  w a r .

T he d e p r e s s i o n  w as s h o r t - l i v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  t h e  H e r a ld  

re s u m e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  M a rc h , 1 9 1 5 • The p a p e r ' s  new o w n e r -  

m a n a g e r s  w e re  E . S . P e u e r l i c h t  a n d  J .  E . L a n c a s t e r .  A c c o rd ­

i n g  t o  t h e  H e r a l d , b u s i n e s s  w as on  t h e  u p s w in g  a g a in  by  M a rc h ,

191 5 .^

G erm any a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  w a n te d  A m e ric a n  p h o s p h a te ,  

b u t  t h e r e  w e re  n o  s h ip s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  m i n e r a l .  The r e a s o n  

f o r  t h i s  w as t h a t  s h ip p e r s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  c a r r y  f r e i g h t  t h a t

^ I n f o r m a n t , A ug. 1 3 ,  1 9 1 4 ;  A ug . 2 0 ,  1 9 1 4 ;  H e r a l d , 
A ug. 2 0 ,  Ï 9 Ï T :

^ I n f o r m a n t ,  M arch  1 1 , 1 9 1 5 .
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b r o u g h t  h i g h e r  p r i c e s .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t .  I f  E n g la n d  d e c l a r e d  

a  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a b a n d  a g a i n s t  c o t t o n  a n d  f o o d s t u f f s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  

u s e  I n  G erm an y , I t  m ig h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  s h i p  t h e  r o c k . ^

By M ay, 1 9 1 5 , p h o s p h a te  h a d  b e g u n  t o  move a g a i n .

G erm any w as n o t  m o le s t i n g  A m e ric a n  s h i p p i n g ,  an d  t h e  am o u n t o f  

m i n e r a l  e x p o r t e d  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  I n  May was a lm o s t  

d o u b le  t h e  m o n th ly  a v e r a g e  f ro m  J a n u a r y  th r o u g h  A p r i l .  I n  

J u n e ,  H en ry  P i e r c e ,  t h e  p h o s p h a te  m a g n a te ,  a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  

t o  b u i l d  a  r a i l r o a d  f ro m  B a r to w  t o  Tampa t h a t  w o u ld  b e  10 

m i l e s  s h o r t e r  t o  d e e p  w a t e r  t h a n  t h e  S e a b o a rd  l i n e ,  19 m i l e s  

s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  C o a s t  L i n e ,  an d  95 m i l e s  s h o r t e r  

t h a n  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  H a rb o r  a n d  N o r t h e r n  R a i l r o a d .  The 

C h a r l o t t e  H a rb o r  a n d  N o r th e r n  b e g a n  I n  M u lb e r ry  a n d  r a n  100 

m i l e s  s o u th  t o  S o u th  B oca  G r a n d e . ^

I n  J u n e ,  1 9 1 5 , p h o s p h a te  p r o d u c t i o n  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  

I n c r e a s e d  100 p e r  c e n t  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n th s .  U n h a p p i ly  

f o r  t h e  m in e o w n e r , th o u g h ,  r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h t  r a t e s  h a d  r i s e n  

300 p e r  c e n t  s i n c e  A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 4 .^

G erm an f i r m s  h a d  p l a c e d  o r d e r s  f o r  o v e r  4 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  

p o u n d s  o f  p h o s p h a te  by  M a rc h , 1 9 1 6 1 . P o lk  f i r m s  p r o m is e d  

d e l i v e r y  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r an d  w e re  e a g e r l y  w a i t i n g  f o r

3l n f o r m a n t , F e b .  2 5 ,  1 9 1 5 .

^ I n f o r m a n t , May 2 5 ,  1 9 1 5 ;  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 1 5 ;  H e r a l d , 
J a n .  2 3 ,  1 9 1 4 .
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t h e  w a r  t o  come t o  a  c l o s e . ^  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p h o s p h a te  

c o u ld  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  m a k in g  o f  i n c e n d i a r y  d e v i c e s ,  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  t o  e x p o r t  t h e  m i n e r a l  a t  t h a t  t im e .

Of c o u r s e ,  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  w ar b e tw e e n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and  

G erm any i n  1 9 1 7 , a l l  h o p e s  f o r  s e n d in g  p h o s p h a te  t o  Germany w e re  

e n d e d  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  o u r  i n v o lv e m e n t .

The r e s i d e n t s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  h a d  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  " G re a t  

W ar" i n  E u ro p e  w o u ld  b e  a  s h o r t  one s o  t h a t  p h o s p h a te  c o u ld  

b e  s h ip p e d  t o  G erm any o n c e  a g a i n .  P ew , i f  a n y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  

M u lb e r r y ,  d e s i r e d  f o r  A m e ric a  t o  b e  d raw n  i n t o  t h e  w a r ,  b u t  

w hen t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  d e c l a r e d  w ar on G erm any on A p r i l  6 ,

1 9 1 7 ,  M u lb e r r y ,  l i k e  m o s t A m e ric a n  to w n s ,  r a l l i e d  t o  t h e  c a u s e .  

One h u n d r e d  a n d  t e n  c i t i z e n s  o f  M u lb e r ry  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  c o u n ty  

c o m m is s io n e r s  t o  fo rm  a  com pany o f  Home G u a rd s  i n  t h e  to w n .

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m iss io n  a u t h o r i z e d  th e  

f o rm in g  o f  s u c h  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 1 7 .  The com m is­

s i o n e r s  v o t e d  t o  f u r n i s h  u n i f o r m s ,  " t o  c o n s i s t  o f  h a t s ,  s h i r t s ,  

p a n t s ,  a n d  s h o e s ,  p r o v id e d  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  f u r n i s h  

t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e q u ip m e n t . "  Company "A" Home 

G u a rd s  w as t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ,  a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r  c o m m u n itie s  

s o o n  f o l l o w e d  M u lb e r r y 's  l e a d .  The o f f i c e r s  o f  Company "A" 

w e re  a s  f o l l o w s :  J .  W. K e e l ,  C a p t a in ;  A. L . C a m p b e ll ,  F i r s t

L i e u t e n a n t ;  a n d  D. S .  C r a ig  an d  Sim on L o e b , S e c o n d  L i e u t e n a n t s .

^ I n f o r m a n t , M arch  7» 1 9 1 6 .

^ I n f o r m a n t , J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 1 7 ;  F e b .  2 2 ,  1 9 1 8 ; G r a f f  and 
K r o u t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  5 9 2 .
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M ayor E . P .  C a r t e r  o f  M u lb e r ry  o r g a n i z e d  a  R ed  C r o s s  

c h a p t e r  i n  to w n  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 1 7 . The h e a d q u a r t e r s  w as i n  t h e  

D ean e  B u i ld i n g  on  P o lk  S t r e e t  a n d  w as " f u l l  o f  a c t i v i t y . "

M rs . C. C. M a r t in  o f  Tampa h e lp e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  t h e  c h a p t e r .

Many M u lb e r ry  p e o p le  w e re  m em bers o f  th e  e a r l i e r - f o r m e d  

B a r to w  c h a p t e r  a n d  w e re  u r g e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  m e m b e rsh ip  

t o  M u lb e r ry .®

The S e l e c t i v e  S e r v i c e  A c t o f  May, 1917s p r o v id e d  f o r  

a  d r a f t  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Arm y. P o lk  C o u n ty  i n i t i a l l y  

h a d  t o  p r o v id e  277 m en. I t  w as a ssu m ed  t h a t  1 ,2 0 0  o r  1 ,3 0 0  

m en w o u ld  h a v e  t o  b e  e x a m in e d  t o  g e t  277 who w e re  e l i g i b l e .  

E a c h  man w as g iv e n  a  n u m b er a n d  w as c a l l e d  f o r  a  p h y s i c a l  

e x a m in a t io n  i n  t h e  o r d e r  t h e  n u m b ers  came u p .  The f i r s t  man 

c a l l e d  f ro m  M u lb e r ry  was P e r c y  F e w o x . Of t h e  n e a r l y  f i f t y  

M u lb e r r i a n s  c a l l e d ,  o n ly  tw e n ty  d i d  n o t  c la im  an  e x e m p t io n .

The B a r to w  C o u r i e r - I n f o r m a n t  a c c u s e d  C ly d e  A m long , F r a n c i s  

D o s s e y ,  N a th a n  M i l t e r ,  H en ry  M cQ ueen, and  Thom as M. R ih e rd  

fro m  M u lb e r ry  o f  b e in g  d r a f t d o d g e r s . Of t h e  f i r s t  370 men 

c a l l e d  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ,  273  a p p e a r e d  an d  l 4 l  o f  t h e s e  f i l e d  

c la im s  f o r  e x e m p t io n s ,  many o f  w h ic h  w ere  u p h e ld . ^

As o f  S e p te m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 1 7 s J im  M i t c h e l l ,  C h a r le s  L e v i n s ,  

W il l ia m  J o n e s ,  a n d  E th a n  C. A l l e n  o f  M u lb e r ry  h ad  e n l i s t e d  i n

° I n f o r m a n t , J u n e  1 9 ,  1917

^ I n f o r m a n t ,
1 9 1 7 ; S e p t .  3s 1 9 1 7 .

^ I n f o r m a n t , J u l y  2 4 ,  1 9 1 7 ;  A ug. l 4 ,  1 9 1 7 ; A ug. 2 8 ,
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t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  N avy . D r . A l b e r t  P a r k e r  l e f t  M u lb e r ry  an d  

e n l i s t e d  a t  Camp W h e e le r  a s  a  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  D e n ta l  

C o rp s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Arm y. D r . E . H o n e y w e ll f ro m  A t l a n t a  

cam e t o  t a k e  D r . P a r k e r ' s  p l a c e  a s  to w n  d e n t i s t .

I n  M a rc h , 1 9 1 8 , D r. P . L . G o s s ,  M u lb e r r y 's  n e w e s t  

p h y s i c i a n ,  w as e l e c t e d  G ran d  M a s te r - a t - A rm s  o f  t h e  K n ig h ts  o f  

P y t h i a s ,  a t  t h e  t h i r t y - f o u r t h  a n n u a l  c o n v e n t io n  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  

l o d g e ,  w h ic h  w as h e ld  a t  J a c k s o n v i l l e .  D r . G oss l a t e r  e n l i s t e d  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army a n d  w as k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  

w a r .

The w a r  w as a  m a jo r  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  i n  t h e  to w n , 

e s p e c i a l l y  am ong t h o s e  who h a d  lo v e d  o n e s  i n  th e  s e r v i c e .

L i f e ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  t o  go  o n , a n d  p e o p le  d i d  n o t  seem  t o  be 

p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  w a r 's  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  a r e a  

n e w s p a p e rs  g a v e  w e e k ly  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e s  u n t i l  t h e  

w a r 's  e n d .

New R o ad s

The m a in  t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a ro u n d  to w n  i n  t h e  f a l l  

o f  1916  was n o t  t h e  w ar b u t  g o o d  r o a d s .  The Good R oads 

A s s o c i a t i o n  m et i n  M u lb e r ry  i n  D e c e m b e r . The a s s o c i a t i o n  h ad  

b e e n  fo rm e d  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 1 4 , w i t h  A. J .  H o lw o r th y  o f  L a k e la n d  a s  

p e rm a n e n t  c h a i r m a n .  H o lw o rth y  u r g e d  t h e  p e o p le  t o  v o t e  f o r

I n f o r m a n t , O c t .  1 0 , 1 9 1 7 ; N ov. 2 8 , 1 9 1 7 ; D ec . 1 0 ,
1 9 1 7 .

1 9 2 1 .
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b o n d s  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  r o a d s ,  b u t  E . S . W h ld d e n , f o r m e r  c o u n ty  

c o m m is s io n e r  f ro m  M u lb e r r y ,  o p p o s e d  t h i s  m e th o d ,  s a y in g  t h a t  

many p e o p le  w o u ld  p a y  f o r  r o a d s  t h e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  u s e .

J .  E . L a n c a s t e r  w as t h e  c o u n ty  c o m m is s io n e r  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  d i s t r i c t ,  w h ic h  e m b ra c e d  s o u th w e s t  P o lk  C o u n ty .  He 

a n n o u n c e d  i n  M a rc h , 1 9 1 5 ,  t h a t  c o n v ic t  l a b o r  w as p a v in g  t h e  

r o a d  f ro m  L a k e la n d  t o  M u lb e r r y ,  a n d  on t o  B r e w s t e r ,  w i t h  a 

h a rd  s u r f a c e .  T h is  h ig h w a y  w as t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  S t a t e  Road 3 7 . 

The p h o s p h a te  p l a n t s  w e re  h e lp i n g  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  by 

g i v i n g  t h e  c o u n ty  som e o f  t h e  s u p p l i e s .  T he b u s in e s s m e n  o f  

t h e  a r e a  h e a r t i l y  a p p ro v e d  o f  t h e  new r o a d .

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 1 6 , t h e  c o u n ty  c o m m is s io n e r s  w ere  

i n  s e s s i o n  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  w h o le  w eek o f  A p r i l  l 8 . T hey 

a w a rd e d  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  217  m i l e s  o f  s t a n d a r d  a s p h a l t  h ig h w a y s  

a t  a  c o s t  o f  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  T h is  was c a l l e d  t h e  " l a r g e s t  

t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  t h i s  s o r t  e v e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  b y  a n y  c o u n ty  i n  

t h e  S o u t h . "  B onds w e re  n e e d e d  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e s e  r o a d s ,  and  

t h e  v o t e r s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  a p p ro v e d  th em  b y  m ore t h a n  a  

t w o - to - o n e  m a r g in  i n  t h e  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 1 6 , e l e c t i o n .  T he v o t e  i n  

M u lb e r ry  was l4 4  f o r  a n d  8 l  a g a i n s t . P o l k  C o u n t y 's  i n t e r e s t  

i n  b e t t e r  r o a d s  w as p a r t  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d .  I n  1916 C o n g re s s  

p a s s e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  H ighw ay A c t ,  an d  m uch o f  t h e  n a t i o n  was 

p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  im p ro v e d  r o a d s .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , D e c . 7 ,  1 9 1 5 ; D e c . l 4 ,  1 9 1 5 ; H e r a l d , 
D ec . 1 0 ,  1 9 1 5 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , M arch  2 5 ,  1 9 1 5 .

^ ^ H e t h e r in g t o n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 7 5 .
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F i g .  1 6 . — P ro p o s e d  r o a d s  f o r  p a v in g  i n  s o u th w e s t- : ' 
e r n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  M a rc h ,  1 9 1 6 . C o u r te s y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r ­
i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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I n  J u l y ,  1 9 1 7 j  a n  a u to m o b i le  b u s  s e r v i c e  w as e s t a b l i s h e d  

b e tw e e n  B r e w s t e r ,  M u lb e r r y ,  a n d  P l a n t  C i ty  b y  W. 0 .  S p r o t t  o f  

M u lb e r r y .  The b u s  w as " s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m a c h in e s  u s e d  on t h e  

M ackay L in e  b e tw e e n  L a k e la n d  an d  Tampa v i a  P l a n t  C i t y . "

S p r o t t  w as a l s o  o w n er o f  M u lb e r r y ’ s f i r s t  a u to m o b i le  s e r v i c e  

s t a t i o n . I n  l e s s  t h a n  one y e a r ,  t h e  new r o a d s  w o u ld  be  

c o m p le te d ,  m ak in g  t h e  b u s  r i d e  a  sm o o th  o n e .

I n  A p r i l ,  1 9 1 8 , t h e  E d w ard s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company 

c o m p le te d  t h e  r o a d  f ro m  t h e  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  l i n e  t o  P o r t  

M eade b y  way o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  C h i c o r a .  T he E . C. Hum phrey 

Company h a d  a l s o  j u s t  c o m p le te d  a s p h a l t  r o a d s  f ro m  Socrum  

t o  M u lb e r ry  a n d  f ro m  B a rto w  t o  M u lb e r r y .  M u lb e r ry  now h a d  

p a v e d  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  f ro m  t h e  to w n . P o lk  

C o u n ty  w as " p r o u d  o f  i t s  a s p h a l t  r o a d s , "  b u t  m any o f  i t s  

b r i d g e s  l e f t  m uch t o  b e  d e s i r e d .  The b r i d g e  on  t h e  B arto w  

R oad a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  ed g e  o f  to w n  w as b a d ly  i n  n e e d  o f  r e p a i r s .  

The p l a n k s  w e re  l o o s e ,  a n d  w h e n e v e r  a u to m o b i le s  a n d  o t h e r  

v e h i c l e s  p a s s e d  o v e r  th e m , i t  c a u s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n o i s e  w h ic h  

w as " e s p e c i a l l y  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  a t  n i g h t "  b e c a u s e  i t  aw ak en ed  

m any p e o p le  f ro m  t h e i r  s l e e p .  T he tow n c o u n c i l  u r g e d  

C o u n ty  C o m m iss io n e r  J .  A . R o b in s o n  t o  h a v e  t h e  b r i d g e  r e p a i r e d .  

E . H. D u d le y ,  o w n er o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  I c e  W o rk s , w as p r e s i d e n t

I n f o r m a n t , J u l y  1 7 , 1 9 1 7 .
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o f  t h e  to w n  c o u n c i l ,  a n d  D. S . C r a ig  w as tow n  c l e r k  a t  t h e  

t i m e . The  b r id g e  on t h e  B a r to w  Road w as r e p a i r e d  w i t h in  a  

y e a r ,  " p r o v i d i n g  a  q u i e t e r  a n d  s m o o th e r"  r i d e  f o r  t h e  m o to r ­

i s t s  .

As t h e  nu m b er o f  a u to m o b i le  o w n e rs  I n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  b e t t e r  r o a d s  an d  m ore r e g u l a t i o n s  l ik e w is e  

I n c r e a s e d .  On J u l y  1 3 ,  1 9 2 0 , t h e  to w n  c o u n c i l  p a s s e d  a  law  

p r o h i b i t i n g  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  s i x t e e n  f ro m  o p e r a t in g  a n  

a u to m o b i le  u n l e s s  t h e y  w e re  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a  p a r e n t ,  g u a r d i a n ,  

o r  o w n er o f  t h e  c a r .^ ®  A c c o r d in g  t o  m o s t  " o ld  t im e r s "  I n  

M u lb e r r y ,  t h i s  o r d in a n c e  was n o t  s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e d .  In  1 9 2 1 , 

C o u n c ilm a n  A. E . Graham  w as I n s t r u c t e d  b y  th e  tow n  c o u n c i l  t o  

t a k e  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a u to m o b i le  

s p e e d - l i m i t  s i g n s  on to w n  s t r e e t s . T h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e s e  

s ig n s  w as p r o o f  o f  t h e  I n c r e a s e d  u s e  o f  t h e  a u to m o b i le  I n  t h e  

to w n .

I n  t h e  summ er o f  1 9 2 5 , M ayor T. M. R e y n o ld s  and t h e  

c i t y  c o u n c i l  p a s s e d  an  o r d in a n c e  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  c i t y  t o  

b o r ro w  " th e  sum o f  $ 5 9 ,0 0 0  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p a y in g  th e  

c i t y ' s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  Im p ro v in g "  t h e  s t r e e t s  I n  to w n .

I t  w as d e c id e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  w o u ld  v o t e  on A u g u st 25 

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  c i t y  t o  b o r ro w  t h e  m oney f o r

1 9 1 9 .
In fo r m a n t , A p r i l  1 2 , 1 9 1 8 ;  C o u n c i l  M in u te s , J u l y  8 ,

^'^C o u n c i l  M in u te s  , M arch  5 ,  1 9 2 0 .
18

C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , J u l y  1 3 , 1 9 2 0 .

C o u n c i l  M in u te s  3 M arch  8 ,  1 9 2 1 .
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t h e s e  Im p ro v e m e n ts .  The v o t e r s ,  w i th  o n ly  tw o  n e g a t i v e  v o t e s ,  

o v e rw h e lm in g ly  a p p ro v e d  t h e  bo n d  i s s u e  f o r  r o a d  im p ro v e m e n ts .

The Jo b  w as a w a rd e d  t o  t h e  W est C o n s t r u c t io n  Company o f  

C h a t ta n o o g a ,  T e n n e s s e e .  A ls o  a p p ro v e d  by  t h e  v o t e r s  w e re  b o n d s  

t o  r a i s e  $ 2 4 ,0 0 0  f o r  im p r o v in g  a n d  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  w a te r  s y s te m ,  

a n d  $ 8 ,5 0 0  f o r  l i g h t i n g  c e r t a i n  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  b u s in e s s  a r e a .

The e n d  o f  h o r s e  an d  b u g g y  d a y s  came " o f f i c i a l l y "  

i n  M u lb e r ry  on J u l y  1 3 ,  1 9 2 6 , w h en , i n  t h e  w o rd s  an d  s p e l l i n g  

o f  c i t y  c l e r k  E . S .  W h ld d e n , "T he O rd in a n c e  C om m itty  p r e s e n t e d  

a n d  o r d in a n c e  t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h a r d  s e r f i c e d  

s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  M u lb e r ry  p r o h i b i t i n g  A u to m o b ile s  

w i t h o u t  r u b b e r  t i r e s ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v e h i c k l e s  fro m  u s in g  s a i d  

s t r e e t s  t h a t  fay s u c h  u s e  w o u ld  dam age s a i d  s t r e e t s . "  (T he  

e r r o r s  w e re  M r. W h ld d e n * s .)  The o r d in a n c e  p a s s e d  u n a n im o u s ly .^ ^

A f u l l  s e t  o f  t r a f f i c  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e re  s e t  down by  

t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  i n  O rd in a n c e  135 on N ovem ber 9 ,  1 9 2 6 . S p e e d  

l i m i t s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  s e c t i o n  w e re  s e t  a t  15 m .p .h .  "No 

p a r k i n g "  a r e a s  w e re  d e s i g n a t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  how c a r s  w ere  t o  

b e  p a r k e d  a t  c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n s .  S to p  s t r e e t s  w ere  a l s o  l i s t e d  

i n  t h e  o r d in a n c e .  V i o l a t i o n  o f  an y  o f  t h e s e  t r a f f i c  law s  

was p u n i s h a b l e  by  a  f i n e  o f  " n o t  m ore t h a n  $ 1 0 0 , o r  by im p r i s o n ­

m en t a t  h a r d  l a b o r  on a n y  c i t y  w o rk s  f o r  n o t  m ore t h a n  t h i r t y  

d a y s ." 2 2

O c t .  2 7 , 1 9 2 5 ; N ov. 1 3 ,  1 9 2 5 .

C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , J u l y  1 3 , 1 9 2 6 . 

^ C o u n c i l  M in u te s ,  N ov. 9 ,  1 9 2 6 .
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I n  1 9 3 2 , t h e  m a in  r o a d  t o  Tam pa a n d  B a r to w  fro m  M u lb e r ry  

w as w id e n e d  i n t o  a  t h r e e - l a n e  h ig h w a y .  The p o i n t  2 m i l e s  w e s t  

o f  M u lb e r r y ,  w h e re  t h e  h ig h w a y  c r o s s e d  t h e  S e a b o a rd  R a i l r o a d  

t r a c k s  n e a r  P r a i r i e  m in e ,  w as d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  

R e c o rd  a s  " a  v e r y  d a n g e ro u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n . " ^ 3  E v en  to d a y  ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  

t h a t  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s c e n e  o f  m ore s e r i o u s  

a c c i d e n t s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c r o s s i n g  i n  t h e  M u lb e r ry  a r e a ,  

a l t h o u g h  w a r n in g  l i g h t s  a n d  c r o s s i n g  r a i l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t a l l e d .

The r o a d s  i n  s o u th w e s t  P o lk  C o u n ty  h a d  im p ro v e d  g r e a t l y  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  As r e c e n t l y  a s  

19-15 t h e r e  w e re  no  p a v e d  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  f ro m  M u lb e r ry  i n  an y  

d i r e c t i o n .  By 1 9 3 2 ,  p a v e d  h ig h w a y s  l e d  o u t  i n  a l l  f o u r  

d i r e c t i o n s  f ro m  t h e  c i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p a v e d  r o a d  t o  t h e  s o u th  

d i d  n o t  y e t  r e a c h  t h e  H a rd e e  C o u n ty  l i n e .

E d u c a t i o n

B e t t e r  r o a d s  m ea n t t h a t  s c h o o l s  w e re  m ore a c c e s s i b l e  

t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  an d  w i t h  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  P o r t  M eade H ig h  

S c h o o l  on M arch  2 ,  1 9 1 6 , P o lk  C o u n ty  h a d  f i v e  h i g h  s c h o o l s .

T h is  w as m ore  t h a n  an y  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The s c h o o l s  

w e re  B a r to w , L a k e la n d ,  M u lb e r r y ,  W in te r  H a v e n , an d  P o r t  

M ead e . D r . J o h n  A. T h a c k s to n ,  t h e  s t a t e  h i g h - s c h o o l  i n s p e c t o r ,  

w as i n  t h e  c o u n ty  f o r  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  P o l k 's

^ ^ R e c o r d , N ov. 3 0 ,  1 9 3 2 .
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e d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  b e in g  "am ong t h e  b e s t "  i n  t h e  

s t a t e

The 1 9 2 0 ' s  saw  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity  g ro w in g  a lo n g  

w i t h  p o s t - w a r  b u s i n e s s  p r o s p e r i t y .  I n  1 9 2 1 ,  t h e  f i r s t  

e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  H ig h  S c h o o l  y e a rb o o k  w as p u b l i s h e d .

The y e a rb o o k  w as nam ed t h e  M u lb e r ry  T r e e  i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  fam ed  

t r e e  a n d  w as d e d i c a t e d  t o  T . ¥ .  Y a r b r o u g h ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  an d  t o  

t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  f o u r  women t e a c h e r s :  M iss  P e a r l  S h a n k e l ,

M iss  A l i c e  H a l l ,  M is s  A l i c e  T y r e ,  a n d  M rs . P a u l  P a t i c . ^ ^

The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  L u t h e r  N. P i p k i n  d o n a te d  some l a n d  

on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  w h a t i s  now N o r t h e a s t  F i r s t  A venue f o r  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  a  new h i g h  s c h o o l ,  w h ic h  w as c o m p le te d  i n  1 9 2 4 . 

P i p k in  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  s i t e ,  w h ic h  h a d  s i x  c l a s s r o o m s ,  a  

l i b r a r y ,  a n d  a n  a s s e m b ly  room  t h a t  w o u ld  s e a t  I 80 p u p i l s .

The a p p r o x im a te  c o s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w as $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  The 

e n r o l l m e n t  i n  g r a d e s  9 -1 2  w as 1 1 5 . T he c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  w e re  

p r i m a r i l y  o f  a  c o l l e g e - p r e p a r a t o r y  n a t u r e .

F o o t b a l l  becam e  a n  i n t e r s c h o o l  s p o r t  i n  1924 an d  h a s  

b e e n  t h e  c h i e f  s p o r t  i n  M u lb e r ry  e v e r  s i n c e .  M a rio n  W iggs 

was t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f o o t b a l l  te a m . Games w e re  p l a y e d  

on  t h e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  w h ic h  w as a t  t h e  H a y n s w o rth  H e ig h ts  

a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c i t y

I n f o r m a n t , F e b .  2 9 ,  1 9 1 6 ;  M arch  7 ,  1 9 1 6 .

^ ^ L e d g e r , F e b . 5 ,  1 9 6 1 .

^ ^ P r e s s , C l ip p i n g  d a te d  o n ly  " 1 9 2 4 ,"  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d
fro m  M rs . J o h n  M i t c h e l l  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a .

^ ^ M a rio n  W ig g s , p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  
M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  F e b .  I 8 , 1 9 7 4 .
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I n  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1 9 2 5 - 2 6 ,  M u lb e r ry  w as f o r t u n a t e  i n  

t h a t  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  w as s p e n t  on s c h o o l  Im p ro v e m e n ts .^ ®  The com m unity  

w as c o n t i n u a l l y  s t r i v i n g  f o r  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  i t s  s t u d e n t s .

T he c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  a t  M u lb e r ry  H ig h  S c h o o l  r e m a in e d  

v i r t u a l l y  u n c h a n g e d  u n t i l  1 9 3 2 , w h e n , u n d e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  P r i n c i p a l  H. B . M u l lo n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d i v e r s i f i e d  

t r a i n i n g  u n i t s  w as s e t  up u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  C. 0 .  P in c h ,  

C o - o r d i n a t o r .  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  sh o p  an d  o t h e r  c o m m e rc ia l ly  

r e l a t e d  sub,1 e c t s  w as c a r r i e d  on  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  on  P h o s p h a te  

B o u le v a rd  t h a t  i s  now a  s to r e r o o m  f o r  t h e  W. S . B a d co ck  

F u r n i t u r e  C o m p a n y . I n  1 9 3 7 ,  d i v e r s i f i e d  t r a i n i n g  w as c h a n g e d  

t o  a  f u l l - t i m e  c o m m e rc ia l  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .

W ilb u r  H. P u r c e l l  b e c am e  s u p e r v i s i n g  p r i n c i p a l  a t  t h a t  

t i m e .

D u r in g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n .  M u lb e r ry  H ig h  S c h o o l  o p e r a t e d  

a  f u l l  n i n e  m o n th s  w h i l e  many o t h e r  s c h o o l s  h a d  s h o r t  t e r m s ,  

an d  some l o s t  t h e i r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n .  The d i s t r i c t  t a x e s  p a id  

by  t h e  p h o s p h a te  f i r m s  e n a b le d  t h e  h ig h  s c h o o l  t o  s t a y  o p en  

e v e n  w hen t h e  s t a t e  r a n  o u t  o f  m o n e y . M o s t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  

M u lb e r ry  r e c a l l  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  a s  b e in g  l e s s  s e v e r e  i n  t h e i r  

r e g i o n  t h a n  i n  m o s t  p a r t s  o f  F l o r i d a  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n ,  d u e  t o

^ ^ P r e s s , S e p t .  9 ,  1 9 3 2 .

a u t h o r .  L a k e la n d ,  F l o r i d a ,  M a rc h  6 ,  1 9 7 1 . 

®^L e d g e r , F e b .  5 ,  1 9 6 l .
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t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m in e s .  Some men w e re  a b l e  t o  w ork  o n ly  

o ne  o r  tw o  d a y s  a w e e k , b u t  m o s t  h a d  r e g u l a r  j o b s .

F u r t h e r  b u i l d i n g  e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r r e d  I n  t h e  1 9 3 8 -3 9  

s c h o o l  t e rm  w hen M u lb e r ry  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  N um ber T h i r t e e n ,  

a s  i t  w as d e s i g n a t e d ,  v o t e d  t o  b o n d  i t s e l f  55 c e n t s  on th e  

d o l l a r ,  w i th  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t p a y in g  45 c e n t s  p e r  d o l l a r  

on  a  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0  b o n d  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  tw o h ig h -  

s c h o o l  c l a s s r o o m s ,  a  gym , r e - r o o f i n g  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  

t h e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e  c o lo r e d  s c h o o l .  An a u d i t o r iu m -  

c l a s s  room  c o m b in a t io n  was a l s o  a d d e d  t o  t h e  N e g ro  s c h o o l .

The p r o j e c t s  w e re  d o n e  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  W orks P r o g r e s s  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p ro g ra m . S c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  a t  t h a t  t im e  w ere  

J .  W. D a u g h te r y ,  D r. H en ry  P u l l e r ,  a n d  R . N. B ry a n .  The new 

gym a n d  c la s s r o o m s  a t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  w e re  o c c u p ie d  i n  

F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 3 9 . T h e re  w e re  165 s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  h ig h  s c h o o l  

a n d  270  i n  t h e  co m b in e d  e le m e n ta r y  a n d  j u n i o r  h ig h  i n  t h e  o ld  

b u i l d i n g s  on C a n a l  S t r e e t  w h e re  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  now s t a n d s .

E d u c a t io n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity  h a d  come a  l o n g  way fro m  

t h a t  d a y  i n  I 896 w hen R . W. P r o c t o r  w e lco m ed  t h e  f i r s t  s tu d e n t s  

i n t o  t h e  l i t t l e  o n e -ro o m  s c h o o l  h o u s e  i n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  tow n  o f  

M u lb e r r y .  The com m unity  now o f f e r e d  a  go o d  e d u c a t i o n  and  

im p ro v e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity .

3 ^ J a c k  M i t c h e l l ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  a u t h o r .  
M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  F e b .  1 8 , 1 9 7 1 ; R u th  J o h n s o n ,  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  a u t h o r .  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  M arch  2 9 , 1 9 7 1 .

33p r e s s , F e b .  1 7 , 1 9 3 9 ;  N ov. 1 8 ,  1 9 5 5 .
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E d u c a t io n  a n d  r e l i g i o n  w e re  tw o  o f  t h e  m a in  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  

t a m in g  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  j u s t  a s  t h e y  w ere  i n  t h e  

W e s t .

R e l i g i o n

R e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  M u lb e r ry  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y .  The co m m u n ity  saw t h e  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n  o f  i t s  f o u r t h  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h  i n  t h e  summer o f  1917 

when t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rch  w as e s t a b l i s h e d .  R ev . W. P . LaRow e, 

who came t o  to w n  on A u g u s t 2 0 ,  1 9 1 7 , q u i c k l y  b u i l t  up t h e  

m em b e rsh ip  o f  t h e  new c h u rc h  f ro m  f i v e  t o  s e v e n ty  " w o rk in g  

m e m b e rs ."  LaRowe r e n t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  fro m  

t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  a n d  c o n d u c te d  w e e k ly  s e r v i c e s .

The B a p t i s t s  w ere  s t i l l  t h e  l a r g e s t  and m ost a c t i v e  

g ro u p  i n  to w n . The L a d ie s  A id  S o c i e t y  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  

C h u rc h  m et D ecem b er 7 ,  1 9 1 7 , a t  t h e  home o f  M rs . J a k e  L e v in s .  

Among t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w as M rs . T . J .  " M in n ie "  M c L a u lin .^ ^

When M rs . M c L a u lin  d i e d  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 6 9 , s h e  was t h e  o l d e s t  

m em ber o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h . C . L . Hammock was p a s t o r  

o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  i n  1 9 1 7 , a n d  t h e  c h u rc h  r e p o r t e d  a  m em b e rsh ip  

o f  2 2 0 .

^ ^ P r e d e r i c k  J .  T u r n e r ,  R is e  o f  t h e  New W e st: l 8 l 9 -
1829  (New Y o rk : C o l l i e r  B o o k s , 1 9 6 2 , p .  8 9 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , O c t .  1 7 ,  1 9 1 7 ;  N ov. 2 8 , 1 9 1 7 .

^ ^ I n f o r m a n t , D ec . 1 0 ,  1 9 1 7 .

M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  A p r i l  1 ,  1 9 7 1 .

^® H o lley m an , o p . c i t . , p .  3 .
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F i g .  1 7 . —  The M in n ie  M c L a n lln  r e s i d e n c e  a b o u t  
1 9 2 0 . C o u r t e s y  o f  M rs . Roy G la d n e y .
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R e l i g i o n  w as d e f i n i t e l y  p l a y i n g  a  m ore  i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e  

i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity . U n d er t h e  f i v e - y e a r  m i n i s t r y  o f  R ev . C. C. 

E v a n s  f ro m  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 5 ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  r e a c h e d  a  p e a k  

m em b e rsh ip  o f  3 2 8 . By t h i s  t im e  t h e  h o u s e  o f  w o r s h ip  i n c l u d e d  

f o u r  S u n d a y - s c h o o l  ro o m s ,  a n d  w as v a lu e d  a t  $ 6 ,0 0 0 .^ 9

Good f o r t u n e  d i d  n o t  s h in e  on t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u rc h  

d u r in g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  boom o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ’ s .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  seem ed  

a s  t h o u g h  p r o s p e r i t y  an d  boom w e re  b e in g  f e l t  e v e ry w h e re  i n  

to w n  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h .  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  

h a d  s u f f e r e d  a  l o s s  o f  m e m b e rs h ip ,  a n d  b y  1926 h a d  d ro p p e d  

t o  o n ly  189  m em bers c o m p a re d  w i th  328 l e s s  t h a n  tw o  y e a r s  

e a r l i e r .  R e v . Dewey Mann i n h e r i t e d  t h e  t a s k  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  

t h e  c h u r c h ,  an d  b y  1 9 2 8 , t h e  m em b e rsh ip  h a d  g ro w n  t o  2 7 2 .^ ^

A t t h e  r e g u l a r  c h u rc h  c o n f e r e n c e  on A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 2 8 , E . W.

J a c k s o n  m ade a  m o tio n  t h a t  a  new c h u r c h  b e  b u i l t .  P la n s  

w e re  made t o  s e l l  t h e  o ld  p r o p e r t y  f o r  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  an d  p u r c h a s e  

tw o l o t s  f ro m  L . N. P i p k in  on  U n i v e r s i t y  S t r e e t  (now N o r t h e a s t  

F i r s t  A v e n u e ) f o r  $ 3 , 0 0 0 . Th e s e  p l a n s  w e re  n o t  c a r r i e d  

th r o u g h  u n t i l  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r .

On S e p te m b e r  4 ,  1 9 2 9 ,  R. E . R eed  b e g a n  a  m i n i s t r y  

t h a t  w o u ld  l a s t  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h . I t  

w as d u r in g  R e e d ’ s  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g

39ibid.
^ ° I b i d . 
41.F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rch ., M in u t e s , A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 2 8 .
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w as b e g u n .  I n  A u g u s t ,  1933a i t  w as reco m m en d ed  a g a in  t h a t  

c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y  b e  s o l d  a n d  t h a t  a  new h o u s e  o f  w o r s h ip  b e  

c o n s t r u c t e d .  I n  S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 3 4 , t h e  s a l e  w as a u t h o r i z e d  

w i t h  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  b e in g  c o m p le te d  i n  O c to b e r .  The o ld  

b u i l d i n g  w as w r e c k e d ,  an d  t h e  s c h o o l  a u d i t o r iu m  w as s e c u r e d  a s  

a  t e m p o r a r y  p l a c e  t o  h o l d  w o r s h ip  s e r v i c e s . T h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  

c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  J u l y ,  1 9 3 5 ,  a t  w h ic h  t im e  t h e  new 

b u i l d i n g  w as s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o m p le te d .  The c h u rc h  m in u te s  

s t a t e d :

A t t h i s  d a t e  t h e  w indow s t o  o u r  b u i l d i n g  a r e  
b o a r d e d  u p ,  we h a v e  s a w d u s t  f o r  o u r  f l o o r ,  some 
pew s f ro m  t h e  o l d  c h u r c h ,  c h a i r s  a n d  t e m p o r a r y  
b e n c h e s  f o r  o u r  s e a t s ,  t h e  L o rd  o f  G lo ry  f o r  o u r  
F a t h e r  a n d  g r e a t  H e l p e r ,  i n  Whom w i t h  f a i t h  an d  
c o n f i d e n c e  we p r e s s  to w a rd  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e ^ f i n e  
t e m p le  w h ic h  we e r e c t  t o  H is  name a n d  h o n o r . ^3

The b u i l d i n g  w as c o m p le te d  d u r i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  S . E .

M c L a u g h lin  i n  1936 an d  i s  t h e  b a s i c  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t

c h u rc h  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  N o r t h e a s t  S e c o n d  S t r e e t  an d  F i r s t  
44A v e n u e .

M u lb e r ry  M e th o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l e r  b u t  g ro w in g  

m e m b e rs h ip ,  w as p a s t o r e d  by  F r e d  P i x t o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

From  1 9 2 5 -3 1  t h e  M e th o d i s t s  w e re  l e d  b y  R e v s .  W. J .  C h u rc h -  

w e l l ,  J .  E . S h e p h e r d ,  L . B . S im p s o n ,  a n d  J e s s e  E . J o n e s .

E a c h  man s e r v e d  o n e  y e a r ,  e x c e p t  J o n e s  who s e r v e d  t h r e e .

^ ^ H o lle y m a n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 .
lio

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u rch ., M in u t e s , J u l y  2 7 ,  1 9 3 5 .
44H o lle y m a n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  3 .
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D u r in g  th e  p a s t o r a t e  o f  R e v . J .  E . J o n e s ,  t h e  f r o n t  o f  th e  

c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g  w as r e m o d e le d .  J o n e s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  Q u a r te r ly  

C o n f e re n c e  r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  r e p a i r e d  and  

r e m o d e le d  t h e  c h u r c h .  The m en h e l p e d ,  b u t  J o n e s  s a i d  t h a t  

" th e  l a d i e s  d e s e r v e  t h e  c r e d i t .

J . P .  C l a r k  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  a t  M u lb e r ry  M e th o d is t  

C h u rc h  fro m  1 9 3 1 - 3 5 ,  d u r in g  w h ic h  t im e  t h e  M e th o d i s t  c h u rc h  

i n  M e d u l la ,  6 m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  M u lb e r ry ,  w as r a z e d  a n d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

u s e d  t o  b u i l d  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  M u lb e r ry  c h u rc h  w h ic h  was 

c a l l e d  " C la r k  A n n e x ."  C la r k  w as f o l lo w e d  b y  R . T . C a ld w e l l ,  

who p a s t o r e d  f ro m  1 9 3 5 -1 9 4 0 .  C a ld w e l l  i s  t h e  o n ly  m i n i s t e r  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  t o  s t a y  f i v e  y e a r s .  M iss  M arth a  D. 

A lm an s e r v e d  a s  t h e  c h u r c h ’ s f i r s t  d e a c o n e s s ,  b e g in n i n g  in  

1 9 3 8 . On D ecem b er 1 0 ,  1 9 3 9 , t h e  t h i r d  Q u a r t e r l y  C o n fe re n c e  o f  

t h e  M e th o d i s t  C h u rc h  g r a n t e d  C a ld w e l l  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  o r g a n iz e  a 

m i s s io n  a t  S p r in g h e a d  a b o u t  8 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  M u lb e r ry .

The E p i s c o p a l i a n s  w e re  n o t  a s  f o r t u n a t e  a s  t h e  B a p t i s t s  

a n d  M e th o d i s t s .  On J u n e  9 ,  1 9 2 1 , a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  

E p i s c o p a l  c h u rc h  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a n  a d j o i n i n g  d w e l l i n g .  F o r  a 

t im e  t h e  f i r e  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  

s o u th e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The f i r e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  a 

r e n t a l  h o u se  b e lo n g i n g  t o  L . N. P i p k in  a n d  o c c u p ie d  by  th e  

Drowdy f a m i l y .  I t  w as s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  t h e  c h u rc h  b y  a b o u t  35 

f e e t .  When t h e  f i r e m e n  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  f la m e s  h a d  s p r e a d  t o  t h e

^ ^ P r e s s , J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 5 4 . 

^ ^Ibid .
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c h u r c h ,  a n d  I t  was t o o  l a t e  t o  s a v e  t h e  h o u s e .  The f i r e m e n  

" g a v e  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t r y i n g  t o  s a v e "  t h e  c h u rc h  a n d  t o  

k e e p  t h e  f i r e  fro m  s p r e a d i n g  t o  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y .  A c a l l  

f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  was s e n t  t o  B a r to w , a n d  t h a t  c i t y  r e s p o n d e d  by  

s e n d in g  t h e i r  " a u to - h o s e  t r u c k , "  a n d  a  c rew  o f  f i r e m e n .  T hey 

a r r i v e d  a t  a b o u t  s i x - t h i r t y  b u t  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e i r  h o s e  w as t h e  

w ro n g  s i z e  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  M u lb e r ry  h y d r a n t s .  B o th  

b u i l d i n g s  w e re  a  t o t a l  l o s s .  The l o s s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  v a lu e d  

a t  $ 8 ,0 0 0 ,^ ^  m ea n t t h e  en d  o f  r e g u l a r  E p i s c o p a l i a n  w o r s h ip  

i n  M u lb e r ry  f o r  t h i r t y - f o u r  y e a r s  u n t i l  a  new c h u rc h  w as 

b u i l t  i n  1 9 5 4 .

R e l i g i o u s  l i f e  on  t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  

m uch i n  t h e  sam e m a n n e r  a s  i n  t h e  W e st .  B a p t i s t s  an d  M e th o d i s ts  

w e re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  a d h e r e n t s  t o  t h e i r  

f a i t h s .  I n  b o th  r e g i o n s  t h e  f r o n t i e r s m e n  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l t  

c h u r c h e s  w h ic h  w ere  s u p p l i e d  b y  i t i n e r a n t  o r  c i r c u i t - r i d i n g  

B a p t i s t  a n d  M e th o d i s t  p r e a c h e r s . I t  i s  o f  l i t t l e  w o n d e r  

t h a t  t h e  tw o  m a in  c h u r c h e s  i n  M u lb e r ry  i n  197^ w e re  F i r s t  

B a p t i s t  a n d  M u lb e r ry  M e th o d i s t .

L a b o r  T r o u b le  

W h ile  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  g ro w , s o  d i d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  o r g a n iz e d  l a b o r ,  th o u g h  th e  

s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o  e n d e d  t h e r e .  U n io n s w e re  s t i l l

^ "̂ R e c o r d , J u n e  l 4 ,  1 9 2 1 ;

^ ^ W r ig h t ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  7 3 .
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f ro w n e d  u pon  I n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  o f t e n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

n o t  u n fo u n d e d  f e a r  t h a t  t h e y  b r o u g h t  v i o l e n c e .  M u lb e r ry  was 

no  s t r a n g e r  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  u n io n  v i o l e n c e  w as 

n o t  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  p e o p le  w a n te d ,  b u t  i t  seem ed  t o  f i t  i n  

w i th  t h e  t o w n 's  v i o l e n t  p a s t .

I n  1 9 1 9 , M u lb e r ry  w as t o r n  a p a r t  b y  a  m i n e r s '  s t r i k e  

l e d  b y  t h e  M in e r a l  W o rk e rs  U n io n .  On A p r i l  2 6 ,  m ore  t h a n  o n e -  

th o u s a n d  m en h e l d  a  n o o n d a y  p a r a d e  i n  t h e  to w n . The m in e r s  

w e re  w o rk in g  f o r  $ 2 .5 0  a  d a y  f o r  a  t e n -  t o  t w e lv e - h o u r  d a y .

T hey  d em anded  a n  e i g h t - h o u r  d a y  w i t h  a  m inim um  w age o f  37 

c e n t s  a n  h o u r ,  a s  h a d  b e e n  reco m m en d ed  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  War 

L a b o r  B o a rd . The s t r i k e  s p r e a d  r a p i d l y  i n t o  a d j o i n i n g  P o lk  

a n d  H i l l s b o r o u g h  c o u n t i e s  an d  a r o u s e d  s t a t e w i d e  com m ent.

C o u n s e l  f o r  t h e  m in e o w n e rs  w as q u o te d  b y  t h e  Tampa T r ib u n e  

a s  s a y in g  " t h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  g o in g  t o  b e  no  c o n f e r e n c e s  

n o r  an y  a d ju s t m e n t  o f  m a t t e r s  b e tw e e n  m in e o w n e rs  a n d  t h e  

u n io n  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  c o n f e r  a b o u t ,  n o r  i s  t h e r e  

a n y th i n g  t o  d i s c u s s . "  A t a  m ass  m e e t in g  i n  T am pa, G o v e rn o r  

S id n e y  J .  G a t t s  s t a t e d :  " I  know t h e  s t r i k e r s  a r e  r i g h t  ; i f

t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w s  h a d  a n y  r i g h t  on  t h e i r  s i d e ,  t h e y  w o u ld  be  

p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  a r b i t r a t e .

T h e re  w e re  n u m ero u s  d i s o r d e r s  an d  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  

am oun t o f  v i o l e n c e  i n c i d e n t  t o  w o r k e r s  who came i n  t o  t a k e  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  t h e  s t r i k e r s .  M u lb e r ry  w as " s h o t - u p "  by  m in e  g u a rd s

T r i b u n e , A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 1 9 ;  H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 5 ;  
F e d e r a l  W r i t e r ' s  P r o j e c t , F l o r i d a ,  A g u id e  t o  t h e  S o u th e rn m o s t  
S t a t e  (New Y o rk : O x fo rd  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 9 )7  p .  3&9.
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i n  a  p o w e rh o u s e  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  to w n . S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  a  

t r a i n  w as s to p p e d ,  f i r e d  u p o n ,  a n d  t a n k  c a r s  o f  o i l  w e re  

e m p t i e d .  S t r i k e r s  c la im e d  t h a t  t h i s  w as done b y  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s  

t o  p r e j u d i c e  t h e  p u b l i c  a g a i n s t  th e m . F o u r  p e r s o n s  w e re  k i l l e d  

d u r in g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  " n o ta b l y  among th e m , R odney W ils o n ,  m em ber 

o f  a  p r o m in e n t  c o u n ty  f a m i l y , "  who w as s ta b b e d  w h i l e  a c t i n g  

a s  a  p e a c e m a k e r  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y .  On A u g u s t  1 2 , 

f o u r  c o m p a n ie s  o f  Home G u a rd s  w e re  c a l l e d  o u t ,  b u t  n e g o t i a ­

t i o n s  b e tw e e n  o f f i c i a l s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r s ,  

a n d  t h e  s t r i k e r s  l e d  t o  t h e i r  b e in g  d i s m is s e d .  G o v e rn o r  

C a t t s  rem o v e d  S h e r i f f  J o h n  L ogan  f ro m  o f f i c e ,  m uch t o  t h e  

d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty . C a t t s  f e l t  

t h a t  L o g an  h a d  n o t  b e e n  d o in g  e n o u g h  t o  p r e v e n t  v i o l e n c e  

d u r in g  t h e  s t r i k e .  A "mammoth m e e t in g "  was h e l d  i n  B a r to w  

on A u g u s t  24 t o  v o i c e  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r 's  a c t i o n .

J .  M. L a n g f o rd  w as a p p o in t e d  s h e r i f f  b y  C a t t s ,  b u t  s e r v e d  

o n ly  tw o  m o n th s  w hen L o g an  was r e i n s t a t e d  on O c to b e r  2 5 .

F i n a l l y  a  c o u r t  i n j u n c t i o n  w as o r d e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t r i k e r s ,  

a n d  t h e  s t r i k e  w as b r o k e n .  T he s t r i k e  h a d  b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  t h e  men r e t u r n e d  t o  w o rk  a t  a n  i n c r e a s e d  

w age s c a l e  o f  $3 f o r  a n  e i g h t -  t o  t e n - h o u r  d a y .  The s t r i k e  

e n d e d  on  D ecem b er 1 1 ,  1 9 1 9 -^ °

N o th in g  e v e r  d i v id e d  t h e  com m unity  a s  b a d ly  a s  t h e  

m i n e r s '  s t r i k e  o f  1 9 1 9 . M rs . L e s l i e  B . G ib s o n ,  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w

H e t h e r i n g t o n ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  35 : F e d e r a l  W r i t e r ' s  P r o j e c t ,  
o p . c i t . , p .  3 6 9 ; T r i b u n e , A ug. 1 3 ,  1 9 1 9 ;  A ug. 2 5 ,  1 9 1 9 ;
D e c . 1 2 ,  1 9 1 9 .
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o f  S t .  Elmo G i b s o n , , s a i d  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  t o l d  h e r  o f  m any 

p a r e n t s  s e n d in g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  i n  

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f e a r  t h e y  m ig h t  b e  h a rm e d .

M rs . G ib s o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  s t i l l  f a m i l i e s  i n  M u lb e r ry  

n o t  on s p e a k in g  t e r m s  w i t h  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e re  

on o p p o s in g  s i d e s  i n  t h e  1919 s t r i k e . M rs .  J o h n  M i t c h e l l ,  one 

o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  o l d e s t  r e s i d e n t s ,  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  e s t i m a t i o n .

G o v e rn m e n t an d  B u s in e s s  

On T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y - 3 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  to w n  o f  M u lb e r ry  

h e l d  i t s  e l e c t i o n s .  None o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  p u b l i c l y  h a d  t a k e n  

s i d e s  i n  t h e  s t r i k e ,  a n d  i t  w as a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  an  i s s u e  i n  

t h e  e l e c t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  m e n t io n e d  no i s s u e s  i n  

t h e  c a m p a ig n  i n  w h ic h  J .  0 .  W h idden  w as e l e c t e d  m ayor o v e r  

D r .  H. K. M u rp h y . D. S . C r a ig  w as e l e c t e d  to w n  c l e r k  a n d  

t r e a s u r e r ;  D. H un t w as e l e c t e d  m a r s h a l ,  a n d  E . H. D u d le y  a n d  

A. E . G raham  w e re  e l e c t e d  to w n  c o u n c i lm e n .  O th e r  c o u n o ilm e n  

n o t  up f o r  e l e c t i o n  w e re  A. S . M c K i l lo p ,  E . M. W a tt s ,  a n d  

W. C. S p r o t t .

I n  A p r i l ,  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  to w n  c o u n c i l  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  p u r c h a s e  

o f  200 f e e t  o f  "R ed C r o s s "  ( b r a n d )  f i r e  h o s e  t o  b e  s h ip p e d  

im m e d ia te ly  an d  200 f e e t  t o  b e  s h ip p e d  i n  A u g u s t .  The h o s e  

w as p u r c h a s e d  f ro m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  R u b b e r  Company o f  New

a u t h o r .  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  D e c . 6 ,  1 9 7 0 ;  M rs . J o h n  B. M i t c h e l l ,  
p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  M u lb e r r y ,  F l o r i d a ,  A ug. 3 0 ,  
1 9 7 3 .

C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , F e b .  5 ,  1 9 2 0 .
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J e r s e y  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  o f  b e in g  a b le  t o  c u t  down on f i r e  dam age 

i n  t h e  com m unity

On J u l y  1 3 , th e  tow n  c o u n c i l  p a s s e d  O rd in a n c e  107 

u n a n im o u s ly .  O rd in a n c e  107 made i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  a n y o n e  t o ' '  

h a n d l e ,  h a v e  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n ,  o r  a b o u t  h i s  p e r s o n ,  i n t o x i c a t ­

i n g  l i q u o r s  a n d  b e v e r a g e s ,  a n d  " p r e s c r i b i n g  a  p e n a l t y  t h e r e f o r . "  

T h is  w as l o g i c a l ,  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  t h e  E i g h te e n t h  

Amendment t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a d  made t h e  same
54

t h i n g  i l l e g a l  i n  t h e  w h o le  c o u n t r y .  Some c i t i z e n s  f e l t  

i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i s e  l o c a l  law s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  f e d e r a l  

o n e s .  The tow n  w as s t i l l  t h e  s c e n e  o f  an  o c c a s i o n a l  d ru n k e n  

b r a w l ,  m uch t o  t h e  d ism a y  o f  some o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  o f  

t h e  c o m m u n ity .

By 1 9 2 0 , t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  to w n  o f  M u lb e r ry  h a d  

grow n  t o  1 , 4 9 9 . T h e re  w as n o t h in g  s p e c t a c u l a r  a b o u t  t h i s ,  b u t  

i t  w as i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  to w n  w as s lo w ly  b u t  

s u r e l y  a t t r a c t i n g  m ore r e s i d e n t s .

Town e l e c t i o n s  w e re  a g a in  h e l d  on  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 2 1 .

J .  C. W hidden  was r e e l e c t e d  m a y o r , a n d  D. S . C r a ig  was r e e l e c t e d

tow n c l e r k  a n d  t r e a s u r e r .  Jo h n  B ro w n in g  was t h e  new m a r s h a l ,  

a n d  S im on L o e b , H. K. M urphy a n d  R. A. W a te r s  w e re

new tow n  c o u n c ilm e n .  A. E . G raham  a n d  E . H. D u d ley  w e re

^ ^ C o u n c i l  M in u te s , J u ly  1 3 , 1 9 2 0 .
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c a r r y - o v e r  c o u n c i l  m em b e rs . M r. D u d le y  was r e e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  to w n  c o u n c i l  by  t h e  c o u n c i l  m em bers.

The f i r e  w h ic h  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u rch  on 

J u n e  9 ,  1921a e v i d e n t l y  t o u c h e d  o f f  a  f l u r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  a t  

t h e  n e x t  to w n  c o u n c i l  m e e t in g .  The c o u n c i l  a p p ro v e d  an  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  w a te r  m a in  " s o  a s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  h o u s e  

a n d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  i t s  v i c i n i t y . "  They g a v e  D r . H. K, 

M urphy p e r m i s s i o n  t o  c u t  i n  on t h e  w a t e r  m ain  o p p o s i t e  h i s  

r e s i d e n c e  " a n d  r u n  a  l i n e  t o  t h e  r e a r  t h e r e o f  i n  o r d e r  t o  

a s s i s t  i n  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  a  f i r e  t h a t  m ig h t  o c c u r  i n  t h a t  

v i c i n i t y . "  The w a t e r  c o m m itte e  was r e q u e s t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

w h a t  c o u ld  b e  d o n e  i n  t h e  way o f  g i v i n g  b e t t e r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  

t o  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  to w n . F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

w a t e r  w o rk s  was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  r e l e a s e  v a lv e  s o  

t h a t  d i r e c t  p r e s s u r e  c o u ld  b e  h a d  fro m  th e  pump w i t h o u t  i n j u r y  

t o  f i x t u r e s .

A m a jo r  e v e n t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  com m unity  o c c u r r e d  i n  

19 2 1  when Wogan S .  B a d c o c k , S r . ,  b o u g h t  o u t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  a n d  f o u n d e d  t h e  W. S . B adcock  C o r p o r a t i o n .

The f i r m  g rew  t o  b e  t h e  l a r g e s t  b u s i n e s s  i n  M u lb e r ry  o t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  p h o s p h a te  c o m p a n ie s .

I n  1 9 2 2 , t h e  to w n  o f f i c i a l s  w e re  a s  f o l l o w s  : J .  C.

W h id d en , M a y o r; D . S . C r a i g ,  Town C le r k  and  T r e a s u r e r ;

'C o u n c i l  M in u t e s ,  F e b .  8 ,  1 9 2 1 . 

C o u n c i l  M in u t e s ,  J u n e  l 4 ,  1 9 2 1 .

Wogan S . B a d c o c k , P r e s i d e n t  o f  B adcock  F u r n i t u r e  
C o . ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  M u lb e r ry .  F l o r i d a ,  
A ug. 2 9 , 1 9 7 3 .
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D. H u n t ,  M a r s h a l ;  an d  E . H. D u d le y ,  H. K. M u rp h y , E . E . W h ld d en , 

R . A. W a te r s ,  a n d  C. C. P e a r c e  w e re  to w n  c o u n c i lm e n .  C. C. 

P e a rc e  w as a l s o  t h e  t o w n 's  n e w e s t  d o c t o r .  I n  1 9 2 3 , M ayor 

J .  C. W hldden d e c id e d  a g a i n s t  r e e l e c t l o n  a n d  d i d  n o t  r u n .

P .  B . M i l l e r  becam e t h e  new m a y o r , a n d  C r a ig  a n d  H unt r e t a i n e d  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n s .  P e a r c e ,  E . E . W h ld d en , an d  D u d ley  

w e re  s t i l l  c o u n c ilm e n  a n d  w e re  J o in e d  b y  new m em b e rs , H. A.

F o r d  a n d  S . E . B o o th .  J .  T . H a y n sw o rth  w as t h e  new s u p e r i n t e n d ­

e n t  o f  w a te r  w o r k s ,  r e p l a c i n g  Ose 0 .  H u b b ard  who h a d  r e s i g n e d .

On M arch  2 9 , 1 9 2 3 , t h e  to w n  c o u n c i l  a d o p te d  u n a n im o u s ly  

a  r e s o l u t i o n  c h a n g in g  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  M u lb e r ry  t o  m ake I t  

o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  " C i ty  o f  M u lb e r r y . " The to w n  h a d  b e e n  c a l l i n g  

I t s e l f  a  c i t y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  an d  now I t  w as m ade o f f i c i a l .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  w as a p p ro v e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  

s p r i n g  a f t e r  b e in g  I n t r o d u c e d  b y  Thom as W. B r y a n t ,  P o lk  

C o u n ty 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The c h a r t e r  

c h a n g e  was a p p ro v e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  M u lb e r ry  on  S e p te m b e r  2 0 , 

1 9 2 3 , b y  a  v o t e  o f  47 f o r  a n d  0 a g a i n s t .

The boom o f  t h e  t w e n t i e s  b r o u g h t  c o n t i n u e d  a c t i v i t y  

I n  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l .  I n  1 9 2 4 ,  t h e  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  w e re  

e x a c t l y  t h e  sam e a s  I n  1 9 2 3 , u n t i l  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  

C o u n c ilm a n  H. A. F o rd  on M arch  8 . F o rd  m oved t o  G a i n e s v i l l e  

a n d  c i t e d  111  h e a l t h  a s  h i s  r e a s o n  f o r  m o v in g . He w as r e p l a c e d

^ ^ C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , F e b .  9 ,  1 9 2 2 ; F e b .  1 3 ,  1 9 2 3 .

S e p t .  2 0 ,  1 9 2 3 .
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on t h e  c o u n c i l  b y  J .  ¥ .  K e e l .^ ^  A n o th e r  u n e x p e c t e d  c h a n g e  

o c c u r r e d  w hen D. S . C r a ig ,  who h a d  s e r v e d  M u lb e r ry  a s  c i t y  

c l e r k  a n d  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  n e a r l y  a  d e c a d e ,  d i e d  s u d d e n ly  on 

D ecem b er 2 1 , 1 9 2 5 . T he c i t y  c o u n c i l  p a i d  t r i b u t e  t o  h im  f o r  

h i s  f a i t h f u l n e s s  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u ty  a t  t h e i r  J a n u a r y  12 

m e e t in g .  E . S . W hidden was a p p o in t e d  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  u n e x -  

e rm  o f  C r a ig .

The boom saw  new b u s i n e s s e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  M u lb e r ry ,  

a n d  t h e  c i t y  w as b u s t l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .

I n  J u l y ,  1 9 2 6 ,  A. M. S e i g l e r  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  h e  was q u i t t i n g  

h i s  j o b  a s  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  S u c c e s s  F u r n i t u r e  Company i n  

M u lb e r ry  t o  e n t e r  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  an d  em b a lm in g  p r o f e s s i o n  

f o r  h i m s e l f .  He o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  e n d  s t o r e  o f  S t .  

E lm o G i b s o n 's  b u i l d i n g .  "An u p - t o - d a t e  a m b u la n c e ,  e q u ip p e d  

w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  im p ro v e m e n ts"  f e a t u r e d  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  "A. M. 

S e i g l e r ' s  F u n e r a l  P a r l o r s . "  Up t o  t h i s  t i m e .  M u lb e r ry  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  a n  a m b u la n c e  s e r v i c e .

The M u tu a l  S t o r e  w as t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  i n  

M u lb e r ry  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  I t  o c c u p ie d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  

p r e s e n t l y  h o u s e s  M o t s i n g e r 's  H ard w a re  S t o r e .

The M u lb e r ry  ( F o rd )  M o to r  Company o f f e r e d  new  1926 

c a r s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i c e s  : M odel T C h a s s i s ,  $ 3 0 0 ;

^ ° C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , F e b .  6 , 1 9 2 4 ;  M arch  8 , 1 9 2 4 . 

^ ^ C o u n c i l  M in u t e s , J a n .  1 2 , 1 9 2 6 .

P r e s s , J u l y  3 0 ,  1 9 2 6 .
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R o a d s t e r ,  $ 3 6 0 ;  C o u p e , $ 4 5 8 ;  P o r d o r  S e d a n s ,  $ 5 4 5 ; and  a  " t r u c k  

w i t h  s t a r t e r , "  $ 3 7 5 .^ ^

The 1 9 1 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 2 0 's  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  

" u r b a n  f r o n t i e r "  i n  M u lb e r r y .  The c i t y  was a  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  

com m erce b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p h o s p h a te  i n  t h e  im m e d ia te  v i c i n i t y ,  

t h e  c i t r u s  g r o v e s  a n d  c a t t l e  r a n c h e s  w h ic h  w e re  n o t  t o o  

d i s t a n t ,  an d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  h ig h w a y s  w h ic h  

b i s e c t e d  t h e  c o m m u n ity . The u r b a n  p i o n e e r s  i n  M u lb e r r y ,  

a s  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  s e r v e d  a s  i m p o r t e r s  t o  s u p p ly  f a r m e r s  an d  

b u s i n e s s e s  w i t h  m a c h in e r y ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  fo o d  a n d  l u x u r i e s  no  

lo n g e r  p r o d u c e d  on t h e  f a r m s .  Some o f  t h e s e  p e o p le  w e re  

" r e s t l e s s  s e e k e r s  a f t e r  w e a l t h  w h o , d r i v e n  on w ard  by  f a i l u r e  

a t  home o r  t h e  h o p e  o f  g r e a t e r  p r o f i t s "  i n  a  new r e g i o n ,  " d e ­

l i b e r a t e l y  s e l e c t e d  a  p r o m i s in g  f r o n t i e r  com m unity  a s  t h e

s i t e  o f  t h e i r  n e x t  e x p e r im e n t  i n  f o r t u n e  m ak in g IT 6 5

The y e a r  1930  f o u n d  M u lb e r ry  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

1 , 7 7 4 , an d  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  h a d  b r o u g h t  a  h a l t  t o  t h e  boom 

p e r i o d .  H o w e v e r, t h i n g s  w e re  n o t  a s  b a d  i n  t h e  p h o s p h a te  

a r e a  a s  t h e y  w e re  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e re  w e re  

e v e n  some new b u s i n e s s e s  b u i l t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t im e .

I n  N o v em b er, 1 9 3 2 ,  A. J .  P ed d y  o f  L a k e la n d  l e a s e d  

p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  J u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  N i c h o ls  Road w i t h  t h e  Tampa 

H ighw ay (now S t a t e  R oad  6 0 )  a b o u t  a  m i l e  w e s t  o f  M u lb e r ry  on 

w h ic h  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  new c o m m u n ity . P ed d y  h a d

6^ Ib id .

65 B i l l i n g t o n ,  W e stw a rd  E x p a n s io n , p .  7 -
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a l r e a d y  c o m p le te d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  c o m m issa ry  b u i l d i n g  h e  

nam ed A. J .  P ed d y  an d  S o n . (T he  s t o r e  l a t e r  h o u s e d  t h e  M cG innes 

Lum ber Company u n t i l  i t  was d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  i n  1 9 6 8 ) .  P eddy  

p l a n n e d  t o  e r e c t  a  p l a n i n g  m i l l  an d  t u r p e n t i n e  s t i l l  on  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  a n d  t o  em p lo y  a b o u t  f i f t y  men t h e r e .  He a l s o  p la n n e d  

t o  b u i l d  s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s  h o u s e s . A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  d e p r e s s io n  

c a u g h t  up w i t h  P e d d y ,  a s  o n ly  t h e  c o m m issa ry  was b u i l t ,  a n d  

n o t h in g  e v e r  cam e o f  h i s  p l a n n e d  c o m m u n ity .

I n  1 9 3 5 ,  t h e  R. H. C la r k  E q u ip m e n t Company e s t a b l i s h e d  

a n  o f f i c e  i n  M u lb e r r y .  The co m p an y , s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g ,  s u p p l i e d  

t h e  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  w i t h  s p e c i a l i z e d  m in in g  a n d  p r o c e s s in g  

m a c h in e r y .  S e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f  p u m p s, s c r e e n i n g  e q u ip m e n t ,  s e v e r a l  

l i n e s  o f  v a l v e s ,  w i r e  r o p e  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  r u b b e r  p r o d u c t s  

w e re  c a r r i e d  by  t h e  c o m p a n y .

P e o p le  i n  M u lb e r ry  w e re  m ore t h a n k f u l  t h a n  e v e r  f o r  

p h o s p h a te  d u r in g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n .  T he v a l u a b l e  m in e r a l  h a d  

s p a r e d  them  m uch o f  t h e  ag o n y  e x p e r i e n c e d  by  o t h e r  a r e a s .

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ’ s p e o p le  b e g a n  t o  w o n d e r  how m uch l o n g e r  

t h e  p h o s p h a te  on  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  s o  d e p e n d e n t  w o u ld  h o ld  o u t .  

T hey  w e re  r e l i e v e d  t o  r e a d  P r a n k  P . S t o c k b r i d g e ' s  b o o k .

So T h is  i s  F l o r i d a , p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 8 , w h ic h  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

p h o s p h a te  m in e s  o f  w e s t e r n  P o lk  c o u n ty  c o n ta i n e d  en o u g h  

p h o s p h a te  r o c k  t o  s u p p ly  dem and a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f

^ ^ L e d g e r , F e b .  5 ,  1 9 6 I .
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c o n s u m p tio n  f o r  150 y e a r s . T h e  b e s t  e s t i m a t e s  to d a y  a r e  

t h a t ,  by  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  m o st o f  th e  a r e a  

m in e s  w i l l  b e  n e a r l y  d e p l e t e d .

I n  1938  t h e r e  w as t a l k  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  s h ip  

c a n a l  40 m i l e s  lo n g  t o  c o n n e c t  M u lb e r ry  w i th  Tampa B ay . T h is  

w o u ld  b e  d o n e  t o  f u r n i s h  w a te r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  p h o s p h a te  

f ro m  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m in e s .  S u c h  a  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c h e a p e r ,  b u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  n e v e r  g o t  u n d e r ­

way

P r o s p e r i t y  a n d  th e  a u to m o b i le  w e re  c a u s in g  M u lb e r r i a n s  

t o  v e n t u r e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c i t y  t o  s h o p .  The p r o x im i ty  o f  

B a r to w  a n d  L a k e la n d ,  b o th  w h ic h  h ad  b e e n  c o u r t i n g  M u lb e r ry  

s h o p p e r s  s i n c e  t h e  m id  1 9 2 0 ' s ,  l e d  t o  m uch c a p i t a l  f lo w in g  

f ro m  M u lb e r r y . M u lb e r ry  b u s in e s s e s  w e re  a d v e r t i s i n g  "T ry  

M u lb e r ry  F i r s t "  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  "m oney s p e n t  i n  o t h e r  to w n s 

n e v e r  com es b a c k  t o  b u y  b e t t e r  e q u ip m e n t  f o r  home s c h o o l  

b u i l d i n g s  a n d  g r o u n d s . "  The m e r c h a n ts  u r g e d  t h a t  " c o o p e r a t io n  

w as t h e  k e y  n o t e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  c o m m u n i t ie s ."  T hey s a i d  

t h a t ,  " i f  M u lb e r ry  m ak es y o u r  p a y c h e c k  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e n  M u lb e r ry  

h a s  e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h a t  c h e c k .

E a r n in g  m oney i n  one p l a c e  and  s p e n d in g  i t  i n  a n o th e r  i s  a  

s lo w  b u t  s u r e  m ean s o f  k i l l i n g  t h e  g o o s e  t h a t  l a y s  t h e  g o ld e n

^ ^ P ra n k  P . S t o c k b r i d g e  a n d  J o h n  H. P e r r y ,  So T h is , i s  
F l o r i d a  ( J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ;  J .  H. P e r r y  C o . ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  1 6 3 .

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  2 1 .
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G g g . T h i s  sum s up  one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

d e c l i n e  I n  M u lb e r r y . t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 6 0 * s .

By t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  M u lb e r ry  w as l i k e  m o s t  o t h e r  s o u th e r n  

to w n s .  T h e re  w e re  n o  m ore  S a tu r d a y  n i g h t  s h o o t  o u t s ,  mob 

l y n c h l n g s  o r  v i o l e n t  l a b o r  s t r i k e s . The r u g g e d  f r o n t i e r  

l i f e  was t h e n  o n ly  a  mem ory I n  t h e  m in d s  o f  t h e  t o w n ’ s o l d e r  

c i t i z e n s ,  some o f  whom h a d  come t o  t h e  a r e a  s i x t y  y e a r s  

e a r l i e r  by  h o r s e b a c k  o r  I n  c o v e re d  w ag o n .

A C h a n g in g  S o c i e t y

Much h a d  h a p p e n e d  I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c e n t u r y .  By 

l 8 4 l  t h e  c a t t l e  f r o n t i e r  h a d  p u s h e d  I n t o  t h e  c o u n ty  b r i n g i n g  

t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s .  W ith in  a  few  y e a r s  p i o n e e r  f a r m e r s  

h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t s  a lo n g  t h e  A l a f l a  an d  P e a c e  

r i v e r s .  I n  I 8 6 I ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  was f o rm e d ,  b r i n g i n g  g o v e rn m e n t 

a n d  a  s e m b la n c e  o f  law  a n d  o r d e r  t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  I n  I 8 8 I  

p h o s p h a te  was d i s c o v e r e d  I n  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r ,  a n d  t h e  p e r i o d  

o f  t h e  m in in g  f r o n t i e r  h a d  b e g u n .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  

r a i l r o a d  p u s h e d  I t s  way th r o u g h  t h e  c o u n ty  on I t s  way t o  

Tam pa.

By t h e  en d  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h e  c i t r u s  

I n d u s t r y  m oved I n t o  t h e  a r e a  a n d  w i th  I t  a  g ro u p  o f  p i o n e e r s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  by  Ray A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n  a s  t h e  " e q u ip p e d  f a r m e r s .

P r e s s , F e b .  2 0 ,  1 9 4 1 .

^ ^ B l l l l n g t o n ,  W estw ard  E x p a n s io n , p .  6 .
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T h e se  p e o p le  s e t t l e d  i n  m o s t  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  e x c e p t  t h e  

M u lb e r ry  a r e a  w h e re  m in in g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  

i m p o r t a n c e .

I n  1901  M u lb e r ry  w as i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  to w n , b r i n g i n g  

m ore law  a n d  o r d e r  t o  t h e  co m m u n ity  a n d  f u r t h e r  d i m i n i s h i n g  

th e  f r o n t i e r  a tm o s p h e r e .  The n e x t  tw e n ty  y e a r s  saw  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  w h a t B i l l i n g t o n  c a l l e d  t h e  " u r b a n  f r o n t i e r .

T h is  p e r i o d  o f  t im e  saw  a  g r a d u a l  d e c r e a s e  i n  v i o l e n c e ,  

c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y ,  u n t i l  

by  1921  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  r e a c h e d  a  p e a k .  The 1 9 2 0 's an d  

1 9 3 0 '8  b r o u g h t  p e r i o d s  o f  boom a n d  d e p r e s s i o n ,  b u t  m ore 

i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e y  b r o u g h t  t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  a u to m o b i le .  The 

f r o n t i e r  w as f a s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  b u t  i t s  m em o rie s  a n d  l e g a c i e s  

w e re  n o t .

The f r o n t i e r  i n  s o u th w e s t  F l o r i d a  d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  

t h e  sam e l i n e s  a s  f i r s t  s e t  down b y  F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u r n e r  

i n  h i s  " f r o n t i e r  t h e s i s , "  t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t o f  th e  

A m e ric a n  s e t t l e r  w e s tw a rd  e x p l a i n s  A m e r i c a 's  d e v e lo p m e n t.

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  was s o u th w a r d ,  h o w e v e r ,  

n o t  w e s tw a r d .  The p a t t e r n  was s i m i l a r ,  th o u g h  n o t  i d e n t i c a l .  

Ray A l l e n  B i l l i n g t o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  s e v e n  f r o n t i e r  

" z o n e s . The  i n i t i a l  z o n e  w as t h a t  o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e r ,  and  

f o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  d i d  n o t  a p p ly  t o  F l o r i d a ,  a l t h o u g h  

th e  S p a n is h  p r o b a b ly  d i d  o b t a i n  some f u r  i n  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .

"^^I b i d . 
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a n d  l a t e r  h u n t e r s  d i d  d e p l e t e  t h e  n u m b ers  o f  a l l i g a t o r s  i n  

s o u th  F l o r i d a  by  s k in n i n g  th em  f o r  t h e i r  h i d e s .  The warm 

c l i m a t e  m e a n t l e s s  f u r  on  t h e  a n im a ls  an d  l e s s  n e e d  f o r  f u r  

f o r  c l o t h i n g  b y  t h e  s e t t l e r s .

The s e c o n d  f r o n t i e r  w as t h a t  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  f r o n t i e r ,  

a n d  i n  e s s e n c e  t h i s  w as t h e  f i r s t  f r o n t i e r  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  

B i l l i n g t o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  f r o n t i e r  w as t h e  m in in g  f r o n ­

t i e r  f o l l o w e d  by  t h e  p i o n e e r  f a r m e r s .  I n  t h e  a r e a  a ro u n d  

M u lb e r r y ,  t h e s e  tw o f r o n t i e r s  w e re  r e v e r s e d ,  w i th  t h e  f a r m e r s  

a r r i v i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  m i n e r s . The f i f t h  f r o n t i e r  zone  w as t h a t  

o f  t h e  " e q u ip p e d  f a r m e r " — i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  c i t r u s  f a r m e r ,  

a l t h o u g h  h i s  e f f e c t  on  t h e  im m e d ia te  M u lb e r ry  a r e a  was 

n e g l i g i b l e .  The " u r b a n  f r o n t i e r "  d i d  n o t  b e g in  a t  any  s e t  

t im e  i n  M u lb e r r y ,  b u t  c a n  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  name 

f o r  t h e  e r a  o f  t h e  1 9 1 0 ’ s a n d  1 9 2 0 's . The s e v e n th  f r o n t i e r  

z o n e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B i l l i n g t o n ,  w as t h a t  o f  t h e  " to w n  f r o n t i e r . 

When a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  W e s t ,  t h i s  m ea n t t h a t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  a  

s t r i n g  o f  to w n s  l a y  a  r e g i o n  w h e re  t h e  f r o n t i e r  p r o c e s s  s t i l l  

o p e r a t e d ;  t o  t h e  e a s t  l a y  a  f u l l y  s e t t l e d  r e g i o n .  I n  a p p ly ­

i n g  t h i s  t o  F l o r i d a ,  o n e  m u s t  e x c h a n g e  th e  w ord  " s o u th "  f o r  

" w e s t"  a n d  " n o r th "  f o r  " e a s t . "  I f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  was 

a p p l i e d  t o  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ,  t h e n  M u lb e r ry  w as s t i l l  i n  t h e  l a s t  

p h a s e  o f  f r o n t i e r  d e v e lo p m e n t  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  1 9 5 0 .

E v en  i n  1 9 7 4 , t h e  p e o p le  o f  s o u th w e s t e r n  P o lk  C o u n ty ,  

a n d  m o s t  o f  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  w e re  s t i l l  f i e r c e l y

74 I b i d . , p .  8 .
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i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  o f t e n  u n w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  up m any o f  t h e i r  o ld  

i d e a s .  T hey  w e re  n o t  W e s t e r n e r s ,  t h e y  w e re  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  

t h o u g h  n o t  o f  t h e  g e n t e e l  T id e w a te r  o r  C h a r l e s t o n  v a r i e t y .  

T h e i r  f a t h e r s  an d  g r a n d f a t h e r s  f o u g h t  I n d i a n s  an d  c l e a r e d  

t h e  l a n d  u p o n  w h ic h  many o f  th em  s t i l l  l i v e d .  Some c i t i z e n s  

s t i l l  o b t a i n e d  m ore o f  t h e i r  m ea t f ro m  t h e  w oods and  m ore o f  

t h e i r  s t a p l e s  f ro m  t h e i r  g a r d e n s  t h a n  fro m  t h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s .  

T h e r e  w ere  v e r y  few  men o v e r  f o u r t e e n  who d i d  n o t  own t h e i r  

own r i f l e  o r  s h o tg u n .  T h is  w as a lm o s t  a s  t r u e  o f  th e  b l a c k s  

i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  i t  w as o f  t h e  w h i t e s .

By 1974  t h i n g s  h a d  v i s i b l y  c h a n g e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  fro m  

t h i r t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  New b u s i n e s s e s ,  h ig h w a y s ,  m in e s ,  and 

hom es h ad  b e e n  e r e c t e d ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p le  k e p t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a ­

l i s t i c  l i f e s t y l e s .  E ven  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w as a b o u t  t o  c h a n g e .  

D e s c e n d a n ts  o f  o r i g i n a l  f a m i l i e s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  an  overw helm ­

i n g  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 0 . The boom i n  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a  w h ic h  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  D is n e y w o r ld  in  th e  

e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s  show ed  s ig n s  o f  e r a s i n g  a l l  v e s t i g e s  o f  t h e  l a s t  

f r o n t i e r  e a s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i .  Many new r e s i d e n t s  fro m  

o t h e r  s t a t e s  b e g a n  m o v in g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s ,  

p r o m is in g  a  c o s m o p o l i t a n  a tm o s p h e re  i n  p l a c e  o f  one  o f  t h e  

l a s t  s t r o n g h o l d s  o f  t h e  " F l o r i d a  c r a c k e r . "  T he f r o n t i e r  was 

g o n e ,  i t s  s p i r i t  w as g o i n g ,  b u t  i t s  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  

a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  A m e ric a n  e x p e r i e n c e .

^^T hom as G a s k i n s ,  o w n er o f  C y p re s s  K n e e la n d ,  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  P a lm d a le ,  F l o r i d a ,  F e b .  l 4 ,  1 9 7 4 .
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CHAPTER VIII

MULBERRY AS A MODEL FOR TEACHING 

LOCAL HISTORY

An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  an y  h i s t o r i c a l  w o rk  i s  r e s e a r c h .  

I n  m o s t w o rk s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  m e th o d  o f  how t h i s  r e s e a r c h  

i s  o b t a i n e d  i s  u s u a l l y  " r e l e g a t e d  t o  p r e f a c e s  an d  f o o t n o t e s . "  

The " h o w - t o - d o - i t " p ro b le m s  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  by  many h i s t o r i a n s  

t o  b e  o n ly  i n c i d e n t a l  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p . ^ T h is  a u th o r  

f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  i s  i n  i t s e l f  i m p o r t a n t ,  

b u t  i t  beco m es much m ore i m p o r t a n t  w hen i t  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  a s  a  

p a ra d ig m ,  o r  m o d e l ,  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .

When an  e d u c a t o r  " p o s s e s s e s  i d e n t i f i a b l e  f o c u s e s  an d  

a  f ra m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  w h ic h  r a t i o n a l i z e s  t h e m ,"  i t  c a n  b e  

s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a s  a  m o d e l f o r  t e a c h i n g .  O th e r  t e a c h e r s  c a n  

m o d el t h e m s e lv e s  a f t e r  h i s  s t a n c e  to w a rd  l e a r n i n g .  F o r  

c e n t u r i e s  men h a v e  p r o p o s e d  g e n e r a l  s t r a t e g i e s  d e s ig n e d  t o  

s o c i a l i z e  c h i l d r e n  to w a rd  a n  im p ro v e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o r  t o  

p r e p a r e  c i t i z e n s  who w i l l  d e v e lo p  a  b e t t e r  s o c i e t y .  T o d a y , 

h o w e v e r ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  m o d e ls  a r e  b e in g  u s e d  " i n  t h r e e  w a y s : 

f o r  m ak in g  c u r r i c u l u m  p l a n s ,  a s  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s

^Gene W is e ,  A m e ric a n  H i s t o r i c a l  E x p l a n a t i o n s  (Hom ew ood, 
1 1 1 . : The D o rs e y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  v i i .
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i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  a s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n s t r u c ­

t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s .

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  m any t e a c h i n g  m o d e ls  d e v e lo p e d  f o r

u s e  i n  t h e  c la s s r o o m .  T h is  a u t h o r  c a n n o t  t a k e  c r e d i t  f o r

o r i g i n a t i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y  m o d e l ,  b u t  a s  b e s t  a s  c a n  b e  d e te r m i n e d ,

t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  i n q u i r y  m o d e l  w r i t t e n  f o r  u s e  i n  l o c a l

h i s t o r y . The i n q u i r y  m o d e l w as d e v e lo p e d  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r

s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  b y  J .  R ic h a r d  Suchm an fro m  a  g e n e r a l

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m e th o d s  e m p lo y e d  b y  c r e a t i v e  r e s e a r c h

p e r s o n n e l .  He d e v e lo p e d  a  t r a i n i n g  p ro g ra m  i n  s c i e n t i f i c

i n q u i r y  a n d  l a t e r  c r e a t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t e a c h i n g ,

b u i l t  a ro u n d  t h e  i n q u i r y  t r a i n i n g  c o n c e p t s . ^ Suchm an b e l i e v e d

t h a t  t h e  g o a l s  o f  h i s  " I n q u i r y  T r a i n i n g  M odel"  w e re

t o  d e v e lo p  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  s k i l l s  o f  s e a r c h i n g  an d  
d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  l o g i c  a n d  
c a u s a l i t y  t h a t  w o u ld  e n a b le  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  t o  
i n q u i r e  a u to n o m o u s ly  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e l y ;  t o  g i v e  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  a  new a p p ro a c h  t o  l e a r n i n g  b y  w h ic h  th e y  
c o u ld  b u i l d  c o n c e p t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  
c o n c r e t e  e p i s o d e s  a n d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s  b e tw e e n  v a r i a b l e s  ; a n d  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on  tw o 
i n t r i n s i c  s o u r c e s  o f  m o t i v a t i o n ,  t h e  r e w a r d in g  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  i n h e r e n t  
i n  a u to n o m o u s  s e a r c h i n g  a n d  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g . ^

, o p .  c i t . , p p .  5 ,  7 .

% b i d . ,  p .  1 3 7 .

V .  R ic h a r d  S u ch m an , The E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l  T r a in i n g  
P ro g ra m  i n  S c i e n t i f i c  I n q u i r y . R e p o r t  o f  t h e  U. S .  O f f i c e  o f  
E d u c a t i o n ,  P r o j e c t  T i t l e  V I I I ,  P r o j e c t  216 ( U rb a n a :  The
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  2 8 .
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The I n q u i r y  m o d e l  b e g in s  w i t h  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  

i n q u i r y  i s  " t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  m e a n i n g . " 5  Suchm an f e l t  t h a t  "man 

f e e d s  h i s  e x p a n d in g  i n t e l l e c t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n q u i r y . "  

T h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  c a r r i e d  on t h r o u g h  " t h r e e  i n t e r a c t i n g  a n d  

c o m p le m e n ta ry  f u n c t i o n s :  ( 1 )  e n c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,

( 2 )  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  d a t a  o b t a i n e d ,  ( 3 )  r e o r g a n i z i n g  o n e ’ s own 

k n o w le d g e .

E d u c a to r  Thom as Kuhn r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  

m o d el i n  h i s  b o o k .  The S t r u c t u r e  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  R e v o l u t i o n s .

Kuhn c o n te n d e d  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  a d d r e s s e d  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  th r o u g h  

p a r a d i g m s ,  w h ic h  w e re  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e .  T h e se  p a ra d ig m s  

u n d e rw e n t  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  p e r m i t t e d  new u n d e r s t a n d in g s  on th e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r . ?

G ene W ise a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  h i s t o r i a n  who 

th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  v ie w s  o f  Suchm an a n d  Kuhn c o u ld  b e  a p p l i e d  

t o  h i s t o r y  a s  w e l l  a s  s c i e n c e .  W hat Kuhn c a l l e d  " p a r a d i g m s , "  

W ise c a l l e d  " e x p l a n a t i o n - f o r m s ."  I n  h i s  b o o k ,  Kuhn d e v e lo p e d  

w h a t h e  c a l l e d  " s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  i n q u i r y . "  W ise p u t  K u h n ’ s 

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  i n q u i r y  t o  w o rk  i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  h i s  b o o k .

^ J .  R ic h a r d  S u ch m an , "A M o d e l f o r  t h e  A n a l y s i s  o f  
I n q u i r y , "  i n  A n a l y s i s  o f  C o n c e p t L e a r n i n g , H e r b e r t  J .  
K la u s m e ie r  an d  C h e s t e r  W. H a r r i s ,  e d s . [New Y o rk : A cad em ic
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  1 7 8 .

^ J .  R i c h a r d  S u ch m an , I n q u i r y  Box: T e a c h e r ’ s H andbook
( C h ic a g o :  S c i e n c e  R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t e s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  1 .

^Thom as K uhn , The S t r u c t u r e  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  R e v o l u t i o n s  
( C h ic a g o :  U n iv .  o f  C h ic a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  I b O - b l .
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A m e ric a n  H i s t o r i c a l  E x p l a n a t i o n s » b y  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  

i n t o  c a s e  s tu d i e s .®

T h is  a u t h o r  p r e f e r r e d  t o  b a s e  h i s  m o d e l on  Suchm an*s 

w o rk . S u ch m an ' s s t r a t e g y  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a n  i n q u i r y  m o d el was 

b a s e d  on th e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r m a t . " F i r s t ,  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  e n c o u n te r s  

w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ;  s e c o n d , t h e  s tu d e n t  

w as l e d  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  p u z z l i n g  s i t u a t i o n ;  an d  t h i r d ,  h e  

w as p ro m p te d  t o  e x a m in e  h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  i n q u i r y . "  The s t u d e n t  

w as h e lp e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  how h e  i n q u i r e d  and  

f o r m u la t e d  m ore e f f e c t i v e  w ays o f  i n q u i r i n g

The t h r e e  s t e p s  i n  S uchm an*s s t r a t e g y  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  

im p le m e n te d  i n  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  m o d e l i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

The r o l e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  e x t r e m e ly  i m p o r t a n t .  He m u st l e a d  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  i n i t i a t e  i n q u i r y  a s  o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  The 

t e a c h e r ’ s r o l e  b e g in s  w i th  i d e n t i f y i n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e  

p ro b le m  t o  b e  r e s e a r c h e d .  T h i s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  i s  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  

e n c o u n te r  w i th  t h e  p r o b le m .  The t e a c h e r  m u s t  t h e n  h e lp  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  move i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o b le m ,  t h a t  i s ,  

t h e  a c t u a l  i n q u i r y  th r o u g h  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  c o l l e c t i n g  an d  

a n a ly z i n g  d a t a ,  a n d  g e n e r a t i n g  a  h y p o t h e s i s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  

t e a c h e r  m u st l e a d  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  p r o c e s s  th ro u g h  

w h ic h  h e  o b t a i n e d  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  an d  t h r o u g h  s u c h  a n a l y s i s  

t o  d e te r m in e  i f  a  m o re  e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g y  c a n  be  d i s c o v e r e d .

W is e , o p .  c i t . ,  p .  v i i i .

^ J o y c e  a n d  W e i l ,  o p . C i t . ,  p .  1 3 9 .
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T he p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e a c t i o n  t o  S u c h m a n 's  m o d el r e q u i r e  

t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r :

1 .  I n s u r e s  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  p h r a s e d  so  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n  b e  a n s w e r e d  I n  y e s  o r  no  and  t h a t  
t h e i r  s u b s t a n c e  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  do 
t h e  I n q u i r y .

2 .  A c ts  t o  p r o v id e  a  f r e e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t .

3 .  R e sp o n d s  t o  l e a r n e r ' s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
I n f o r m a t io n  a n d  p r o v id e s  m a x im a l s t i m u l u s  f o r  
I n q u i r y  by  f o c u s i n g ,  r e f o c u s i n g ,  o r  su m m a riz in g  
t h e  I n q u i r y .

The s o c i a l  s y s te m  o f  S u c h m a n 's  m o d e l  I s  h i g h ly  s t r u c t u r e d .

The t e a c h e r  " I s  t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r a c t i o n  and  p r e s c r i b e s  

t h e  I n q u i r y  p r o c e d u r e s .  H o w e v e r, t h e  no rm s o f  I n q u i r y  a r e  

t h o s e  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n .  I n t e l l e c t u a l  f r e e d o m ,  an d  e q u a l i t y . "

The o p t im a l  s u p p o r t  s y s te m  " I s  a  p r e p a r e d  s e t  o f  c o n f r o n t i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  a n d  a  t r a i n i n g  a g e n t  who u n d e r s t a n d s  p r o c e s s  and  •. 

s t r a t e g i e s  o f  I n q u i r y .

T h u s  f a r  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  d e a l t  w i th  g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  

n o t  s p e c i f i c s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  I s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

M u lb e r ry  a n d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a .  F iv e  e x a m p le s  o f  how e a c h  

p h a s e  o f  t h i s  m o d e l  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  I n  g e n e r a l ,  

a n d  M u lb e r ry  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e .  The 

f i v e  e x a m p le s  o f  s o u r c e s  o f  I n q u i r y  u s e d  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

m o d e l w e re  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  I n  any  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h .  T h e se  f i v e  c o n c e r n  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts ,  

n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a p s , o r a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  s l i d e s .

10 I b i d . , p .  1 3 9 .
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S o u rc e  o f  I n q u i r y :  P u b l i c  D ocum ents

P h a se  One— E n c o u n te r in g  t h e  P ro b le m

The p ro b le m  i s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  do o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  

w i th  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts .  I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  

t o  p l a c e  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l  b e f o r e  t h e  c l a s s  a s  a f o c a l  p o i n t  

f o r  b e g in n i n g  t h e i r  i n q u i r y .  An e f f e c t i v e  m eans o f  a c h i e v i n g  

t h i s  g o a l  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  f i l e .  I n  a s s i g n i n g  

r e s e a r c h  i n  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  w o u ld  make a v a i l ­

a b le  a  lo n g  l i s t  o f  p l a c e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  v i s i t ,  so  a r r a n g e d  

t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o r  d e l e t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s o u r c e s  w o u ld  n o t  

d i s r u p t  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n .

A f i v e - b y - e i g h t  c a r d  f i l e  i s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c la s s r o o m .  

S o u r c e s  a r e  a lp h a b e t i z e d  o r  g r o u p e d  by  u n i t s  o f  w o rk .

I n d i v i d u a l  s o u r c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w o u ld  f r e q u e n t l y  a p p ly  t o  s e v e r a l  

u n i t s .

I n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  e a c h  p l a c e  i s  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  a  t e n -  

p o i n t  s y s t e m . O b t a i n i n g  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  i n  a  p e r s o n a l  f i l e  

a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h i s  t e n - p o i n t  p l a n  p l a c e s  

a t  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  f i n g e r t i p s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

r e f r e s h  h i s  memory a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

e x c u r s i o n s  a n d  th e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  f u t u r e  v i s i t s .

I t  a l s o  e n a b le s  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  h a v e  a  g u id e  f o r  

h i s  i n q u i r y  p r o b le m .

^ C e i l i n g s ,  o p . c i t . , p .  3-
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I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a c h  p l a c e  I n c l u d e s  l o c a t i o n ,  

t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r , p e r s o n  t o  c o n t a c t ,  w hen t o  c a l l ,  l e n g t h  o f  

v i s i t ,  maximum num ber o f  s t u d e n t s  a c c e p t a b l e ,  m a t e r i a l s  an d  

s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  a  b r i e f  re su m e  o f  w h a t s h o u ld  be  s e e n .  

T h e re  i s  a l s o  s p a c e  f o r  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  t r i p  a f t e r  i t  i s  t a k e n  

an d  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  com m ents a n d  i m p r e s s i o n s .^ ^

I n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h i s  s y s te m ,  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  

H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  s e r v e s  a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p le .

The t e n - p o i n t  s y s te m :

1 . L o c a t i o n — P o lk  C o u n ty  C o u r t  H o u se , P . 0 .  Box 6 0 ,  

B a r to w , F l o r i d a  3 3 8 3 0 . P e r h a p s  a  n o t e  a b o u t  d i s t a n c e  a n d  

t r a v e l  t im e  c o u ld  be  i n c l u d e d .  An a c c u r a t e  a d d r e s s  i s  h e l p f u l  

i n  c o r r e c t l y  r o u t i n g  t h a n k - y o u  l e t t e r s  a n d  r e q u e s t s  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

2 .  T e le p h o n e  n u m b er— 8 l 3 - 5 3 3 - l l 6 l ,  E x t e n s i o n  2 3 5 .

A c o m p le te  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b er I n c l u d i n g  e x t e n s i o n  n u m b e r , i f  t h e r e  

i s  o n e ,  i s  a  t i m e s a v e r .

3 . C o n ta c t  p e r s o n — M rs . S t e v i e  Lou P o w e l l ,  L i b r a r i a n  

a n d  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i a n .  G e t t h e  f u l l  n am e , w i th  t i t l e ,

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  i n  c h a rg e  o f  h a n d l i n g  y o u r  ty p e  o f  

r e q u e s t .  T h is  h e lp s  i n  f u t u r e  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  an d  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  w r i t t e n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

4 . Time t o  c a l l — 8 a .m . t o  5 p . m . ,  Monday th r o u g h  

F r i d a y .  T h is  i s  m e r e ly  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  h o u r s  o f  t h e
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p e r s o n  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  I n v o lv e d .  S in c e  many i n s t r u c t o r s  

h a v e  l i t t l e  f r e e  t im e  d u r in g  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y , a  n o t a t i o n  a b o u t  

S a tu r d a y  i s  h e l p f u l .

5 .  L e n g th  o f  v i s i t — U n l i m i t e d ,  p r e f e r a b l y  b e f o r e  

n o o n .  Many o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  sa y  how much t im e  

t h e y  c a n  g i v e , a n d  some e v e n  h a v e  a  t im e d  t o u r .  M ost o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l  f i t  t h e  t im e  l i m i t  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  

c o n v e n ie n c e ,  b u t  i t  i s  b e s t  w hen  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  t r i p  t o  s p e c i f y  

t h e  t im e  o f  a r r i v a l  a n d  d e p a r t u r e .  F a i l u r e  t o  do so  c a n  

u p s e t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n s  a n d  may in v o lv e  p r o lo n g e d  w a i t i n g  

u p o n  a r r i v a l  w h i l e  an  e s c o r t  o r  g u id e  i s  l o c a t e d .

6 .  Num ber o f  s t u d e n t s — No m ore  th a n  s i x  a t  a  t im e .  

Many p l a c e s  c a n  h a n d le  an  a v e r a g e - s i z e d  c l a s s  an d  som e c a n  

t a k e  c a r e  o f  l a r g e r  n u m b e rs . The maximum n u m b er i s  w o r th  

k n o w in g  i f  tw o o r  m ore t e a c h e r s  w is h  t o  p l a n  a n  e x c u r s i o n  

t o g e t h e r .  W here a  s o u r c e  can  acco m m o d ate  o n ly  a  few  v i s i t o r s ,  

s u c h  a s  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y ,  a r r a n g e m e n ts  c a n  be  m ade f o r  

an  i n t e r v i e w  o r  t o u r  by  a  c l a s s  m em ber o r  c o m m itte e  who c a n  

r e p o r t  b a c k  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c l a s s .

7 . M a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e — M ic r o f i lm  o f  o l d  c o u n ty  

n e w s p a p e r s .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C e n su s  r e t u r n s ,  P o lk  C o u n ty  d e e d  

a n d  r e c o r d  b o o k s ,  o l d  m ap s , g e n e a lo g y  r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  s o u t h e r n  

s t a t e s ,  c e m e te r y  r e c o r d s ,  c o u n ty  a n d  com m unity  h i s t o r i e s ,  

v a r i o u s  F l o r i d a  h i s t o r i e s ,  l e d g e r s  a n d  f i l e s  o f  o l d  a r t i c l e s ,  

a n d  c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r  i te m s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Many 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  s u p p ly  e x p l a n a t o r y  b o o k l e t s ,  f o l d e r s .
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p i c t u r e s ,  c h a r t s ,  o r  s o u v e n i r  m a t e r i a l s .  A few  a r e  a b le  t o  

s u p p ly  m o tio n  p i c t u r e s ,  f i l m s t r i p s ,  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  w h ic h  

may b e  u s e d  f o r  p r e - p l a n n i n g  o r  e v a l u a t i o n  w o rk . C are  s h o u ld  

b e  t a k e n  t o  n o t e  i n  t h e  p e rm a n e n t  r e c o r d  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e s e  

m a t e r i a l s  seem  b i a s e d  i n  any  p a r t i c u l a r  d i r e c t i o n .  I f  

b i a s e d ,  t h e  c l a s s  s h o u ld  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  b i a s .

8 . S e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e — X e ro x in g  an d  p h o t o s t a t i n g  o f  

m a t e r i a l s ,  r e s e a r c h  by  t h e  c o u n ty  h i s t o r i a n ,  a d v ic e  a n d  h e lp

i n  f i n d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e se  s e r v i c e s  o f t e n  i n c l u d e  w i l l i n g n e s s  

t o  g r a n t  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t o  c o n d u c t  g r o u p s  t h r o u g h  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

to  p r e p a r e  s p e c i a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e c o r d s  o f  p e r i o d i c  

o r  s e a s o n a l  e v e n t s  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  c o l l e g e  g r o u p s .

Some o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  s e n d  a  l e c t u r e r  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  as  

p a r t  o f  th e  p r e - p l a n n i n g .  Some p r e f e r  g r o u p s  a t  c e r t a i n  t im e s  

o f  t h e  d a y .  A l l  s p e c i a l  i n f o r m a t io n  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  s h o u ld  

becom e p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d .

9 .  T r ip  o u t l i n e — How m ic r o f i lm  m ac h in e  i s  o p e r a t e d  

a n d  how f i l m  i s  f i l e d ,  how t o  r e s e a r c h  g e n e a lo g y ,  l e c t u r e  on 

l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t w as s e e n  a n d  done  i s  

an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e rm a n e n t  f i l e .  A b r i e f  o u t l i n e  o f  

t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  a  t o u r  i s  g o o d  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  i n  y e a r s  to  

com e. I t  can  h e lp  i n  m ak in g  w is e  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  f u t u r e  

e x p e r i e n c e s .

1 0 . D a te s  o f  t r i p s ,  o t h e r  com m ents— F e b r u a r y  8 , 1 1 ,

1 2 ,  1 3 , 14 a n d  l 8 ,  1 9 7 4 . V i s i t s  w e re  t o  o b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l  on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  s o u th w e s t e r n
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P o lk  C o u n ty . I t  I s  w is e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  r e c o r d  f o r  f u t u r e  

r e f e r e n c e  t h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  t r i p s ,  t h e  g ro u p s  o f  s tu d e n t s  

i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  h i s  own im p r e s s i o n s  o r  com m ents.

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  i s  o n ly  

o n e  o f  many p l a c e s  t h a t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  i n q u i r y  a b o u t  

p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts .  O th e r s  i n c l u d e  th e  M u lb e r ry  C i ty  H a l l ,  

o t h e r  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  C o u r t  H o u se , t h e  p o l i c e  

s t a t i o n ,  a n d  F l o r i d a  S o u th e r n  C o l le g e  l i b r a r y  t o  name a 

few .

P h a se  Two— I n q u i r y  T h ro u g h  Q u e s t io n i n g ,  C o l l e c t i n g  and 
A n a ly z in g  D a ta ,  a n d  G e n e r a t i n g  H y p o th e s e s

P h a se  One show ed  th e  s t u d e n t s  e x a c t l y  w h e re  t o  go  a n d  

w h a t t o  e x p e c t  i n  t h e i r  e n c o u n te r  w i t h  t h e  p r o b le m .  T h rough  

t h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  t h e  p u p i l s  g r a d u a l l y  a n d  c u m u l a t i v e ly  l e a r n  

t h a t  h i s t o r y  i s  a way o f  w ork  a s  w e l l  a s  a  bo d y  o f  i n f o r m a t io n .  

"A g e n u in e  n o t i o n  a b o u t  h i s t o r i c a l  m e th o d  c a n  b e  s u p p l i e d  a t  

an  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  s c h o o l i n g ;  b u t  i t  n e e d s  t o  b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  

a n a l y s i s  an d  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  becom e f u l l y  u n d e r s to o d  

a n d  f u n c t i o n a l . The h i s t o r i c a l  m e th o d  h a s  many a s p e c t s  

w h ic h  m u s t b e  s t r e s s e d  a n d  r e p e a t e d  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c irc u m ­

s t a n c e s ,  an d  t h e  u s e  o f  a n  i n q u i r y  m o d el i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  

c a n n o t  b e  o v e re m p h a s iz e d .

The i n q u i r y  t h r o u g h  q u e s t i o n i n g  c o u ld  c o n ta i n  q u e s t i o n s

s u c h  a s :

^^B row n an d  T y r r e l l ,  o p . c i t . , p .  7-
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W here a r e  t h e  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts  f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty  p r i o r

to 1 8 6 1?
Why was t h e  g ram m ar i n  t h e  e a r l y  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts  so

p o o r?

Why w e re  t h e r e  i n a c c u r a c i e s  i n  t h e  IB 70 c e n s u s ?

Why a r e n ’ t  t h e r e  an y  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  b e y o n d  I 8 9 0 ?

Why d o e s  t h e  c o u n ty  k e e p  a  r e c o r d  o f  l a n d  s a l e s ?

Why a r e n ' t  t h e r e  an y  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty

i n  i 8 6 0 ?

Why i s n ’ t  t h e r e  a n y  m e n t io n  o f  I n d i a n  l a n d  o w n e r s h ip  

i n  t h e  D eed R e c o rd  Book o f  P o lk  C o u n ty ?

The d a t a  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

l i b r a r y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  be  done by  t a k i n g  n o t e s ,  s i n c e  no  

m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  c h e c k e d  o u t .  I n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o v e , t h e  s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  d i s c o v e r  t h r o u g h  i n q u i r y  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts  f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty  p r i o r  t o  

1 86 1  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o u n ty  w as n o t  fo rm e d  u n t i l  t h a t  y e a r .  M rs . 

P o w e l l  t e l l s  th em  t h a t  e a r l i e r  r e c o r d s  c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  

H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty  C o u r t  H ouse a t  P l a n t  C i ty  b e c a u s e  P o lk  

C o u n ty  h a d  e a r l i e r  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  H i l l s b o r o u g h  C o u n ty . The 

s t u d e n t s  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  

r e c o r d i n g  t h e  e a r l y  d o c u m e n ts  w as n o t  v e r y  h i g h  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  p o o r  gram m ar t h e y  u s e d .  I n a c c u r a c i e s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  I 870 

c e n s u s  b e c a u s e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M rs . P o w e l l ’ s  t h e o r y ,  t h e  c e n s u s  

t a k e r  w as a  p e r s o n  who d e l i g h t e d  i n  e m b a r r a s s in g  some o f  t h e  

f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  b y  c a l l i n g  th em  b l a c k  w hen th e y  w e re
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a c t u a l l y  w h i t e .  The s t u d e n t s  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  no  

c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  b e y o n d  I 89O b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  

r e l e a s e d  by  t h e  B u re a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s .  T hey d i s c o v e r  t h a t  

r e c o r d s  o f  l a n d  s a l e s  a r e  k e p t  s o  t h a t  t h e  c o u n ty  w i l l  know 

who t o  t a x  a n d  who t o  s e e  i f  some s o r t  o f  a r b i t r a t i o n  b eco m es 

n e c e s s a r y .  T hey a l s o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  

f o r  P o lk  C o u n ty  f o r  i8 6 0  a n d  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  s i n c e  P o lk  h a d  n o t  

y e t  b e e n  f o rm e d ,  i t s  c e n s u s  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r o l l s  o f  e i t h e r  

H i l l s b o r o u g h  o r  A la c h u a  c o u n t i e s .  The s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  s u rm is e  

t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  c o u n ty  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  an y  I n d i a n  l a n d  

c la im s  o r  t h e r e  w e re  no  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  c o u n ty .  S in c e  t h e y  

c a n  s e e  fro m  c e n s u s  r e t u r n s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  a t  l e a s t  a  few  

I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  r e a c h  t h e  c o n c lu s i o n  t h a t  

t h e  c o u n ty  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  c la im s  t o  l a n d  o w n e r s h ip .

When t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n a ly z e  t h e i r  d a t a ,  t h e y  a r r i v e  a t  

c e r t a i n  c o n c lu s i o n s  o r  h y p o t h e s e s .  T h e se  m ig h t  i n c l u d e :  

t h e r e  w e re  no s c h o o l s  i n  e a r l y  P o lk  C o u n ty ;  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  

i n  t h e  a r e a  l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  new c o u n ty ;  t h e r e  was 

p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  N e g ro e s  a n d  I n d i a n s  ; t h e  c o u n ty  im p o se d  a  

t a x  on l a n d ;  a n d  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d o n e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  a c c u r a c y  

o f  some p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts .

P h a s e  T h r e e — A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  I n q u i r y  S t r a t e g y

An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  s t r a t e g y  o u g h t t o  e m p h a s iz e  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m ore e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  

d e te r m in e d  i f  t h e  s t r a t e g y  u s e d  w as e f f e c t i v e ,  o r  i f  i t  

w as i n  n e e d  o f  im p ro v e m e n t .  I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



237

t e a c h e r  t o  k e e p  I n q u i r y  t u r n e d  b a c k  o n to  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t s e l f .  The t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  n o t  t r y  a n d  d e f e n d  

th e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n q u i r y  fro m  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  s h o u ld  r e s p o n d  t o

q u e s t i o n s  f ro m  th e  s t u d e n t s  i n  s u c h  a  way a s  t o  t u r n  t h e

s tu d e n t s *  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e i r  own p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h i n k i n g  a n d  t o  

th e  p r o c e s s  w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  p l a c e  o f  o r  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  w h ic h  w as e m p lo y e d  i n  p h a s e  tw o .

I n  t h i s  e x a m p le ,  i f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  q u e s t i o n s  w e re  t h o u g h t  

by th e  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  o r  n o t  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e i r  

r e s e a r c h ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  d i s c a r d e d  i f  b e t t e r  o n e s  c o u ld  be  

d e c id e d  u p o n . A l s o ,  i f  t h e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  i n q u i r y  d i d  r e s u l t

i n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o r  a u to n o m y  i n  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e n  i t  w as s u c c e s s ­

f u l .  H o w e v e r, i f  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  a r r i v e d  

a t  t h e  h y p o th e s e s  f ro m  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e n  i t  was n o t  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  a n d  c h a n g e s  s h o u ld  be  m ad e . I f  t h e  t e n - p o i n t  s y s te m  

a id e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  i n q u i r y  b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  

i n  p h a s e  tw o  d i d  n o t  g e n e r a t e  i n q u i r y  a n d  a n a l y s i s  t h e n  t h e  

t e n - p o i n t  s y s te m  c a n  r e m a in ,  b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  m u st b e  c h a n g e d .  

I f  t h e  w h o le  s y s te m  f a i l e d  t o  g e n e r a t e  an y  a n a l y s i s  o r  h y p o ­

t h e s e s ,  t h e n  i t  s h o u ld  a l l  b e  d i s c a r d e d  a n d  a  new i d e a  d raw n  

u p . H o w e v e r, s i n c e  t h i s  a u t h o r  know s t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

s y s te m  w o rk e d  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  i t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  be o f  v a lu e  i n  

t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .

^ 5 jo y c e  a n d  W e il ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 4 9 .
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S o u rc e  o f  I n q u i r y :  N e w sp ap e rs

P h a s e  One— E n c o u n te r in g  th e  P ro b le m

The s t u d e n t s  m u st f i n d  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r

c o m m u n i ty 's  p a s t ,  a n d  d e te r m in e  w h a t s o r t  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  th e y

c a n  o b t a i n  f ro m  t h e s e  n e w s p a p e r s .  As w i th  t h e  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l

f o r  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts ,  a  f i l e  s h o u ld  a g a in  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  I n

t h i s  c a s e  t h e  t e n - p o i n t  s y s te m  i s  a l s o  u s e d  an d  i s  i d e n t i c a l

t o  t h e  one u s e d  f o r  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts ,  a s  t h e  n e w s p a p e rs  a r e

a l s o  on f i l e  i n  t h e  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .  The

s t u d e n t s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  g iv e n  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  i n f o r m a t io n  a s

i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p r o b le m .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  a l s o  g iv e n  i n f o i ’m a t io n

a b o u t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n ty  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  B a r to w ,

L a k e la n d ,  a n d  W in te r  H aven p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  a s  a l l  h a v e  some

o l d  n e w s p a p e rs  on f i l e  a n d  on m ic r o f i l m .

P h a s e  Two— I n q u i r y  T h ro u g h  Q u e s t io n i n g ,  C o l l e c t i n g  an d  
A n a ly z in g  D a ta ,  a n d  G e n e r a t i n g  H y p o th e s e s

I n q u i r y  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  n e w s p a p e rs  c o u ld  i n c l u d e  th e  

f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :

When w as t h e  f i r s t  n e w s p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ?

Why w a s n ’ t  t h e r e  o n e  b e f o r e  t h i s ?

How do we know w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  r e p o r t i n g  i s  a c c u ­

r a t e ?

W hat p o l i t i c a l  v ie w s  d i d  t h e s e  p a p e r s  h o ld ?

W hat w as t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r l y  p u b l i s h e d  n e w s p a p e r  i n  

M u lb e r ry ?

W hat c a n  n e w s p a p e rs  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  e a r l y  l i f e  i n  t h e  

co m m u n ity ?
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As w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p le  f o r  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n ts ,  a l l  

d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f ro m  t h e s e  n e w s p a p e rs  m u st be  do n e  b y  n o te  

t a k i n g .  M ost o f  t h e  I n f o r m a t io n  m u st b e  o b t a i n e d  f ro m  

m ic r o f i lm  r o l l s  I n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  T h ro u g h  I n q u i r y ,  t h e  s tu d e n t s  

l e a r n  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  a b o v e  q u e s t i o n s .  They l e a r n  t h a t  

t h e  f i r s t  n e w s p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  I n  t h e  c o u n ty  was t h e  B arto w  

A d v an ce  C o u r i e r , p u b l i s h e d  I n  B a r to w  I n  1 8 8 8 . The s tu d e n t s  

c a n n o t  b e  s u r e  why t h e r e  w as n o t  o n e  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  t h i s ,  

b u t  t h e  m o s t  o b v io u s  r e a s o n s  a r e  l a c k  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  

d em an d . T he s t u d e n t s  d e te r m in e  a c c u r a c y  I n  r e p o r t i n g  by 

c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e  r e s e a r c h .  T h a t  I s ,  t h e y  co m p are  c e r t a i n  I te m s  

s u c h  a s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  o f f i c i a l  g o v e rn m e n ta l  a c t i o n s  a n d  c e r t a i n  

p r i c e s  on l a n d  e t c .  w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e s  g iv e n  I n  t h e  p u b l i c  

d o c u m e n ts  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  r e s e a r c h e d .  The s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be  

q u i c k  t o  d i s c e r n  a  s t r o n g l y  p ro -D e m o c ra t  b i a s  I n  a l l  o f  th e  

l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty . C h e c k in g  t h e  m ic r o f i lm  

t h e y  w i l l  f i n d  th e  e a r l i e s t  n e w s p a p e r  f o r  M u lb e r ry  w as t h e  

M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  o f  1 9 1 2 . T h is  w o u ld  n o t  b e  e n t i r e l y  a c c u r a t e ,  

a s  t h e  M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l  p u b l i s h e d  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  s e v e r a l  

m o n th s  I n  1 9 0 9 ,  b u t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w o u ld  n o t  f i n d  t h a t  I n f o r m a t io n  

I n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  f i l e s  t h e r e .  T h is  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  b y  th e  

t e a c h e r  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  n e e d  t o  c h e c k  m ore th a n  one s o u rc e  t o  

d e te r m in e  a  f a c t .

T he l a s t  q u e s t i o n  I s  t h e  m o st I m p o r ta n t  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

N e w sp a p e rs  t e l l  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  e a r l y  l i f e  I n  a n y  co m m u n ity . 

The s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n jo y  r e a d i n g  t h e  p r i c e s  I n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .
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a n d  a n n o u n c em e n ts  o f  m e e t in g s ,  r a l l i e s ,  r e v i v a l  m e e t in g s ,  

f a i t h - h e a l e r s  a n d  o t h e r  g r o u p s .  T hey w i l l  b e  am azed  a t  t h e  

a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h e  N eg ro  a n d  o f  t h e  low  e s te e m  i n  w h ic h  he  w as 

h e l d .  They w i l l  q u i c k l y  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e rs  g av e  a  n e a r l y  

c o m p le te  s t o r y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  to w n .

A f t e r  a n a ly z i n g  th e  d a t a  fro m  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  s t u ­

d e n ts  g e n e r a t e  c e r t a i n  h y p o t h e s e s .  Among t h e s e  a r e  t h a t  

n e w s p a p e rs  g iv e  a  f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  

a n d  ec o n o m ic  l i f e  i n  t h e  co m m u n ity . They a l s o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  

n e w s p a p e rs  a r e ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  v e ry  b i a s e d  i n  w h a t th e y  r e p o r t .  

They s e e  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  was much lo w e r  a n d  t h a t  

p u b l i c  r a c i a l  s l u r s  w e re  n o t  o n ly  t o l e r a t e d ,  b u t  f r e q u e n t l y  

e x p r e s s e d .

P h a se  T h re e — A n a ly s is  o f  I n q u i r y

I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n q u i r e  a s  t o  

how w o u ld  th e y  know i f  th e  B a r to w  A dvance C o u r i e r  was t h e  

f i r s t  p a p e r  i n  t h e  c o u n ty  a n d  t h a t  t h e  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  was 

t h e  f i r s t  i n  M u lb e r ry ?  They w o u ld  be  e n t i r e l y  c o r r e c t  t o  a s k  

s u c h  a  q u e s t i o n .  The t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  t h e n  rem o v e  th o s e  q u e s ­

t i o n s  fro m  th e  i n q u i r y  a t  t h a t  t im e  b e c a u s e ,  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  

B a r to w  A dvance C o u r i e r  was t h e  f i r s t  p a p e r  i n  t h e  c o u n ty ,  

t h e r e  i s  n o t h in g  on t h e  m ic r o f i lm  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  w a s .

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  M u lb e r ry  H e r a ld  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r l y  

p u b l i s h e d  p a p e r  i n  M u lb e r ry  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  f a l l a c y  i n  s u c h  a  

q u e s t i o n .  The P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  h a s  no c o p ie s  

o f  t h e  M u lb e r ry  J o u r n a l , t h e  a c t u a l  f i r s t  p a p e r  i n  M u lb e r ry .
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The t e a c h e r  c an  r e i n t r o d u c e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  l a t e r  t o  p r o v id e  

f u r t h e r  I n q u i r y  u n t i l  s u c h  t im e  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  I s  r e a c h e d .

T h ro u g h  a n a ly z i n g  t h e i r  I n q u i r y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  c o n s t a n t l y  

l e a r n  t o  Im p ro v e  u p o n  t h e  I n q u i r y  m e th o d . Q u e s t io n s  w h ic h  a r e  

u n a n s w e r a b le  a t  f i r s t  o f t e n  becom e a n s w e r a b le  a f t e r  a d d i t i o n a l  

I n q u i r y ,  t h u s  p r o m o t in g  a c c u r a c y  I n  h i s t o r i c a l  I n q u i r y .

S o u rc e  o f  I n q u i r y :  Maps

P h a s e  One— E n c o u n te r in g  t h e  P ro b le m

The p r o b le m ,  b a s i c a l l y  s t a t e d .  I s  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  

m aps t e l l  a b o u t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y . The g e o g ra p h y  o f  M u lb e r r y ,  a s  

o f  an y  c o m m u n ity . I s  an  I m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  I t s  h i s t o r y .  The 

r i v e r s , sw am ps, p h o s p h a te  p i t s ,  m in e r a l  w e a l t h ,  a n d  c l i m a t e  

a r e  j u s t  a  few  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  m aps show a b o u t  t h e  d e v e lo p ­

m en t o f  a  co m m u n ity . O ld  m aps a r e  a v a lu a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y ,  a n d  d i s p l a y  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  w h ic h  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity . "No l o c a l  h i s t o r y  s tu d y  w i l l  h a v e  

maximum e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w i t h o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  m ap s . P r o f i c i e n c y  

I n  r e a d i n g  m aps a n d  I n t e r p r e t i n g  map s y m b o ls  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  

s k l l l s " ^ ^  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a  

h e lp  p r o m o te .  O r i e n t i n g  th e  p u p i l s  t o  t h e  M u lb e r ry  o f  t h e  

p a s t  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  M u lb e r ry  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  I s  an  I m p o r ta n t  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  m ap s .

F o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  " e x p la n a t i o n - f o r m "  I n  h i s t o r i c a l  

I n q u i r y ,  t h i s  a u t h o r  h a s  c h o s e n  f i v e  m aps sh o w in g  th e  M u lb e r ry

^^B row n a n d  T y r r e l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .
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a r e a  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  I n  h i s t o r y .  T h e se  maps may b e  

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  e a c h  s t u d e n t ,  o r  by  m o d ern  m eans o f  r e p r o d u c ­

t i o n ,  s l i d e s  may be  made fro m  t h e  m aps so  t h a t  th e y  c a n  b e  

d i s p l a y e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  v i e w in g .  W h ic h e v e r  m eth o d  I s  u s e d ,  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  w i l l  come up w i t h  many o f  t h e  sam e q u e s t i o n s .

P h a s e  Two— I n q u i r y  T h ro u g h  Q u e s t io n i n g ,  C o l l e c t i n g  a n d  
A n a ly z in g  D a ta ,  a n d  G e n e r a t i n g  H y p o th e s e s

A v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n q u i r y  q u e s t i o n i n g  I s  e m p lo y e d  

h e r e ,  a l l o w i n g  th e  s t u d e n t s  t o  come up w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  f ro m  

t h e  m ap s , a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  I n  th e  

c l a s s r o o m . T h e  s t u d e n t s ’ q u e s t i o n s  m ig h t  I n c l u d e  th e  f o l l o w ­

in g :  W ere t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  F l o r i d a  t h e  sam e I n  1765 a s

to d a y ?  ( F i g . 1 9 ) ;  W hat nam es on th e  1 794  map a r e  s t i l l  I n  u se  

to d a y ?  ( P i g .  2 0 ) ;  W hat s e t t l e m e n t s  w e re  t h e r e  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  

I n  1 8 8 2 , a n d  w h a t do t h e y  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  l i f e  I n  t h e  a r e a  

a t  t h a t  t im e ?  ( P ig .  2 1 ) ;  W here w as t h e  n e a r e s t  r a i l r o a d  t o  

M u lb e r ry  I n  1886? ( F i g .  2 2 ) ;  W hat w as t h e  name o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

fro m  B a r to w  t o  P u n ta  G o rd a  I n  1 8 8 6 ?  ( F i g . 2 2 ) ;  W hat c a n  y o u  

l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  F l o r i d a  l a n d ?  ( P ig .  2 3 ) ;  How 

a c c e s s i b l e  w as M u lb e r ry  b y  a u to m o b i le  I n  1917? ( F i g .  2 3 ) .

A ]1 o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  a n s w e re d  by  lo o k in g  a t  

t h e  m aps on th e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  m ig h t  n o t  b e  

e q u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  map r e a d i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  m u st b e  t a k e n

^ I t  I s  v e ry  e f f e c t i v e  I f  t h e  t e a c h e r  p r o v id e s  a  
c u r r e n t  map o f  t h e  a r e a  b e in g  s t u d i e d ,  so  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  com­
p a r e  t h e  p a s t  w i th  t h e  p r e s e n t .  L o c a l  g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n s  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p ly  t h e s e  m ap s .
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F l o r i d a

F iK . 1 9 . — Map o f  F l o r i d a  d raw n  f o r  t h e  M a rc h , 1 7 6 5 , 
e d i t i o n  o f  L ondon M a g a z in e . C o u r t e s y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r ­
i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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F i g .  2 0 . — 1794  map o f  F l o r i d a  b y  L a u r ie  an d  W h i t t l e  
o f  L o n d o n . C o u r t e s y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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P i g .  2 1 . — 1882  R and M cN ally  map o f  s o u th e r n  F l o r i d a .  
C o u r te s y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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? l g .  2 2 . — R a i l r ô a d s  i n  s o u th w e s t e r n  F l o r i d a  a b o u t  1 8 8 6 . 
C o u r te s y  o f  Thom as G a s k i n s .
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P î g .  2 3 .'— A s p h a l t  r o a d s  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  I n  1 9 1 7 .
C o u r t e s y  o f  P o lk  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y .
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I n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  t h e  t e a c h e r .  D u r in g  t h i s  s e c o n d  p h a s e ,  

i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  rem em b er t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  o n ly  t o  h e lp  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  i n q u i r e ,  a n d  t o  b e  s u r e  n o t  t o  do t h e  i n q u i r i n g  

f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The t e a c h e r  c a n  k e e p  th e  i n q u i r y  m o v in g  by  

m a k in g  new i n f o r m a t i o n  ( i . e . ,  new m aps) a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c l a s s ,  

a n d  b y  " f o c u s i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b le m  e v e n t s  o r  r a i s i n g  q u e s ­

t i o n s  .

P h a s e  T h r e e — A n a l y s i s  o f  th e  I n q u i r y  S t r a t e g y

The s t u d e n t s  d e c id e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e i r  i n q u i r i e s  

t a u g h t  th em  a n y th i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e .  I f  t h e r e  w e re  some 

m aps t h a t  w e re  n o t  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  i n q u i r y  p r o c e s s ,  th e y  w e re  

d i s c a r d e d  a n d  new o n e s  b r o u g h t  i n .  The s t u d e n t s  may d e c id e  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h e y  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  know t h a t  

t h e i r  m aps do n o t  sh o w . I t  i s  t h e  d u ty  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  

t e l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h e re  t o  f i n d  m aps t h a t  w i l l  a n s w e r  t h e i r  

q u e s t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  way t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  d o in g  s o  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  becom e i n v o lv e d  i n  

f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  m aps a s  a  s o u r c e  f o r  l o c a l  

h i s t o r y .

S o u r c e  o f  I n q u i r y :  O r a l  H i s to r y

P h a s e  One— E n c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  P ro b le m

O r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  name g iv e n  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

a c q u i r i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  by  c o n d u c t in g  p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  c i t i z e n s  h a v in g  a  f i r s t - h a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f

^ ^ J o y c e  a n d  W e il ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  149
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c e r t a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s .  The u s e  o f  p o r t a b l e  c a s s e t t e  

r e c o r d e r s  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e s  t h i s  m eth o d  o f  i n q u i r y .  The 

p ro b le m  i s  f o r  t h e  s tu d e n t s  t o  o b t a i n  c o m p le te  a n d  a c c u r a t e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  d u r in g  t h e i r  i n t e r v i e w .  To a c h ie v e  t h i s  g o a l ,  

t h e y  "m u s t e s t a b l i s h  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c iv e  to  

f r e e  a n d  u n i n h i b i t e d  d i s c u s s i o n . "  The s t u d e n t  i n t e r v i e w e r s  

m u st c o n s t a n t l y  " s t r i v e  to  o b t a i n  f ro m  t h e  i n f o r m a n t  a n  e a s y  

f lo w  o f  a c c u r a t e  i d e a s ,  f a c t s ,  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s . The  u se  

o f  t h e  t e n - p o i n t  s y s te m  f o r  e a c h  i n t e r v i e w  i s  h e l p f u l .  I n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  a n  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  some m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s y s te m  

a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  b e lo w .

1 . L o c a t i o n — Tom G a s k i n 's  C y p re s s  K n e e la n d ,  P a lm d a le ,  

F l o r i d a .  T h is  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  tw o - h o u r s  

d r i v i n g  t im e  f ro m  M u lb e r ry  on U. S . H ighw ay 2 7 ,  a b o u t  40 

m i l e s  s o u th  o f  S e b r in g .

2 .  T e le p h o n e  N o .— 8 1 3 -6 7 5 -2 9 5 2 .

3 . C o n ta c t  p e r s o n — Thomas G a s k in s ,  S r .

4 . T im e t o  c a l l — 8 a .m . t o  7 p . m . ,  s e v e n  d a y s  a

w e e k .

5,. L e n g th  o f  v i s i t — U n l i m i te d .

6 .  N um ber o f  s t u d e n t s — no m ore t h a n  tw e n ty  a t  any

o ne t i m e .

7 . M a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e — P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  

Thomas G a s k in s ,  S r .  G a s k in s  s e t t l e d  on  P i s h e a t i n g  C reek  

f o r t y  y e a r s  ag o  w hen i t  was f r o n t i e r  w i l d e r n e s s  much l i k e

l ^ T y r r e l l ,  T ape  R e c o rd in g  L o c a l  H i s t o r y , p .  2 .
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M u lb e r ry  h a d  b e e n  f i f t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h a t .  He r e l a t e s  s t o r i e s  

o f  I n d i a n s ,  c o w b o y s, a n d  f r o n t i e r  l i v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  by  h im  

a s  w e l l  a s  s t o r i e s  h e  h e a r d  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r  who h a d  s e t t l e d  on 

t h e  P e a c e  R iv e r  n e a r  A r c a d ia  i n  t h e  l 8 8 0 's .  G a s k in s  made h i s  

own h o u s e  o u t  o f  h a n d - r i v e d  c y p r e s s  s h i n g l e s  a n d  s t i l l  l i v e s  

i n  i t  w i t h  h i s  w i f e .  He e v in c e s  t h e  e x tr e m e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  

o f  a  b y g o n e  e r a .

8 . S e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e — O r a l  i n t e r v i e w  a n d  p i c t u r e

t a k i n g .

9 .  T r ip  o u t l i n e — T o u r o f  G a s k i n 's  s h o p ,  home a n d  

m useum , a s  w e l l  a s  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w .

1 0 .  D ate  o f  t r i p ,  o t h e r  com m ents— F e b . l 6 ,  1 9 7 ^ .

V i s i t  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  g iv e s  th e  s t u d e n t s  a  v i v i d  m e n ta l  p i c t u r e  

o f  how l i f e  m u st h a v e  b e e n  on th e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r .

O f c o u r s e ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  G a s k in s  i s  o n ly  one 

i n s t a n c e  o f  an  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w .  T h e re  a r e  p e o p le  l i k e  h im  i n  

n e a r l y  e v e ry  c o r n e r  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

P h a s e  Two— I n q u i r y  T h ro u g h  Q u e s t io n i n g ,  C o l l e c t i n g  an d  
A n a ly z in g  D a ta ,  a n d  G e n e r a t i n g  H y p o th e s e s

By q u e s t i o n i n g  p e r s o n s  s u c h  a s  G a s k in s ,  s t u d e n t s

becom e a w a re  o f  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t h ro u g h  i n q u i r y .

T h is  i s  o ne  e x a m p le  w h e re  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  i s  made m o st

e x p l i c i t  t o  th e  s t u d e n t .  When q u e s t i o n i n g  som eone who o b v io u s ly

h a s  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e

h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  i s  a  v i b r a n t ,  l i v i n g  t h i n g .  I t  i s  no

l o n g e r  s o m e th in g  w r i t t e n  by som eone e l s e  a b o u t  s o m e th in g  t h a t

i s  n o t  c o n t i n g e n t  w i th  c u r r e n t  l i f e .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



251
The tw o  c h i e f  m e th o d s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  by  

i n t e r v i e w  a r e  t h e  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n q u i r y  a n d  t h e  t o p i c a l  

i n q u i r y .  I n  t h e  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l ,  a s  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  

Thom as G a s k i n s ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s p e a k  f r e e l y  

a n d  i n  d e t a i l  a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  O f t e n ,  

b e c a u s e  h e  r e l a t e s  i n c i d e n t s  a s  h e  rem e m b e rs  th e m , h i s  

a c c o u n t  i s  r a m b l in g  an d  c o n t a i n s  m any i r r e l e v a n c l e s . The 

m a jo r  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  m e th o d  i s  t h a t  t h e  I n f o r m a n t  f r e ­

q u e n t l y  d i s c l o s e s  p a r t i c u l a r s  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  

r e v e a l .  The s tu d e n t  i n t e r v i e w e r  i s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  t o  

t h e  i n t e r v i e w . T h i s  a u th o r  s im p ly  l e f t  a  t a p e  w i t h  G a s k in s  

and  a s k e d  h im  t o  r e c o r d  t h i n g s  a s  he  t h o u g h t  o f  th e m , a n d  t h e n  

l a t e r  p i c k e d  up t h e  t a p e .  T h is  i s  n o t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  i f  t h e  

i n t e r v i e w e r  h a s  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  h e  w a n ts  a n s w e r e d ,  a s  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  t h e  c a s e  w i th  t h e  t o p i c a l  a p p r o a c h .

I n  t h e  t o p i c a l  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  

s p e c i f i c  t o p i c s .  The s tu d e n t  i n t e r v i e w e r s  g o  i n t o  t h e  

i n t e r v i e w  k n o w in g  e x a c t l y  w h a t t h e y  a r e  g o in g  t o  a s k ,  and  

do n o t  v a r y  a p p r e c i a b l y  f ro m  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  fo rm  o f  q u e s t i o n -  

lng .21

A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t e r v i e w i n g  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  s i f t  th r o u g h  t h e i r  I n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

fo u n d  o u t  b y  o b t a i n i n g  f ro m  l i v i n g  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r  rem e m b ra n c e s  

o f  t h e  p a s t .  A f t e r  a n a ly z i n g  t h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  f ro m  a l l  t h e

p. 5.
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I n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p r o p o s e  c e r t a i n  h y p o t h e s e s  o f  w h a t 

t h e y  f e e l  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  h a v e  sh o w n . T h e i r  h y p o t h e s e s ,  

i f  t h e i r  i n t e r v i e w s  w e re  i n c o n c l u s i v e  o r  c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  m ig h t  

b e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e s  w e re  to o  o l d  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a c c u r a t e  

s o u r c e s  o f  i n q u i r y .  H o p e f u l l y ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  an d  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  th r o u g h  o r a l  

i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  v a l i d  m eans o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .

P h a s e  T h r e e — A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  I n q u i r y  S t r a t e g y

I f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  w e re  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  

b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  w o rk . M ore t im e s  t h a n  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  

th e y  w i l l  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  some o f  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  w e re  i r r e l e ­

v a n t  a n d  t h r o u g h  t r i a l  a n d  e r r o r  t h e y  w i l l  d e v e lo p  m ore e f f e c ­

t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s .

The o r a l  i n t e r v i e w  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d  by 

t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e m s e lv e s .  A t a p e  c a n  b e  p l a y e d  i n  c l a s s  by  th e  

i n s t r u c t o r  a n d  i n q u i r y  w i l l  r e s u l t  f ro m  l i s t e n i n g  t o  th e  t a p e .  

The i n s t r u c t o r  may h a v e  made t h e  i n t e r v i e w  h i m s e l f ,  o r  h e  

m ig h t  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  i t  fro m  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e .  C o lu m b ia  

U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  p r e p a r e d  a  l i s t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  o r a l  h i s t o r y  w h ic h  r e l a t e s  

t o  a  n u m b er o f  t o p i c s .  Among t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i s t e d  a r e  

t h e  A m e ric a n  P s y c h i a t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w i th  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  t h e  

r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  p s y c h i a t r y  ; t h e  E l e u t h e r i a n  M i l l s - H a g l e y  

F o u n d a t io n ,  w i t h  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r y ;  t h e  F o rd  

M o to r  Com pany, w i t h  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  t h e  l i f e  a n d  t im e s  o f
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H e n ry  F o r d ;  a n d  t h e  J o h n  P . K ennedy  l i b r a r y ,  w i th  m ore t h a n

150  i n t e r v i e w s  on P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y ’ s l i f e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a -  
22

t i o n .

R e c o r d in g s  s u c h  a s  t h e s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e c o r d i n g s  t a p e d  

by t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e m s e lv e s ,  c a n  b e  p l a y e d  b e f o r e  a  c l a s s  w i th  

much e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  The r e s e a r c h e r  m u s t  t a k e  s p e c i a l  c a re  

t o  m ake s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s o u n d  q u a l i t y  on  th e  t a p e s  i s  g o o d . I t  

w as t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h i s  a u t h o r  t h a t  much g o o d  i n f o r m a t io n  was 

l o s t  b e c a u s e  o f  p o o r  so u n d  q u a l i t y  on th e  t a p e s  m ak in g  them  

h a r d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  o f  l i t t l e  v a lu e  i n  t h e  c la s s r o o m .

T h is  e x p e r i e n c e  w as an  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p le  o f  how a n a ly z i n g  th e  

i n q u i r y  s t r a t e g y  l e d  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  m ore e f f e c t i v e  

s t r a t e g y .  F u t u r e  r e c o r d i n g s  by  t h i s  a u th o r  w i l l  b e  c h e c k e d  

a t  i n t e r v a l s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a u d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t a p e s  i s  

s u c h  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  a  c la s s r o o m  s i t u a t i o n .

S o u rc e  o f  I n q u i r y :  S l i d e s

P h a s e  O ne— E n c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  P ro b le m

S l i d e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  e i t h e r  a s  a  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g  o p e r a ­

t i o n ,  w h e re b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  f o r  u s e  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  

l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  o r  a s  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  p r o g ra m , w h e re  t h e  t e a c h e r  

i n v i t e s  i n q u i r y  f ro m  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The d a t a - g a t h e r i n g  o p e r a t i o n  

p r o v id e s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

i n q u i r y  t h r o u g h  r e s e a r c h ,  w h i l e  t h e  t e a c h e r - p r e p a r e d  s l i d e

O r a l  H i s t o r y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , a  r e p o r t  fro m  th e  
O r a l  H i s t o r y  R e s e a rc h  O f f i c e  o f  C o lu m b ia  U n i v e r s i t y  (New Y ork  : 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



254
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n v i t e s  i n q u i r y  a s  t o  t h e  "how" an d  "w hy" o f  

g a t h e r i n g  s l i d e s .  T he p r o b le m  h e r e  i s  f o r  th e  s t u d e n t  t o  

o b t a i n  s l i d e s  w h ic h  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  

i n  t h e  c la s s r o o m .

The d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  g o o d  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n v o lv e s

a  n u m b er o f  f a c t o r s  i n c l u d i n g  " f o r m a t ,  a u d io  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,

i n t e n d e d  u s e ,  b u d g e t ,  s c r i p t ,  s o u r c e  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  p r o d u c t i o n

The s t u d e n t s  w ork

o u t  a  s y s te m  w h e re b y  th e y  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  own s l i d e  p ro g ra m .

P h a s e  Two— I n q u i r y  T h ro u g h  Q u e s t io n i n g ,  C o l l e c t i n g  a n d  
A n a ly z in g  D a ta ,  a n d  G e n e r a t i n g  H y p o th e s e s

The s t u d e n t s  f i r s t  i n q u i r e  a s  t o  w h a t m akes g o o d  

m a t e r i a l  f o r  s l i d e s  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  They b e g in  by  t a k i n g  

p i c t u r e s  o f  any  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  t h e y  c a n  f i n d .  The a r c h i t e c ­

t u r e  o f  a  tow n c a n  o f t e n  t e l l  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y .  I n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  M u lb e r ry ,  w hen th e  s t u d e n t s  s e e  p i c t u r e s  o f  some o f  

th e  h o m es , th e y  becom e aw a re  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s t a n d a r d  

o f  l i v i n g  i n  M u lb e r ry  i s  n o t  v e ry  h i g h .  A lo o k  a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

s e c t i o n  o f  tow n w o u ld  show t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  

t o  b e  a  d e c l i n i n g  e co n o m y . S l i d e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  

A l a f i a  R iv e r  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  n a v i g a t i o n  i s  no l o n g e r  p o s ­

s i b l e ,  a  f u r t h e r  c a u s e  f o r  d e c a y .  P i c t u r e s  o f  p h o s p h a te  

o p e r a t i o n s  show t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  d u r in g  s u c h

23 A r th u r  L . S m ith ,  " P r o d u c in g  th e  S l id e  S h o w ,"  
T e c h n ic a l  L e a f l e t  4 2 ,  H i s to r y  N ew s, XXII No. 6 ( J u n e ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  1 .
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o p e r a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  p i c t u r e s  o f  l a n d  m in e d  d e c a d e s  ago  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h e  lo n g - r a n g e  r e s u l t s  o f  m in in g  on th e  l a n d .

A f t e r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t a k e n  p i c t u r e s  o f  e v e r y  f e a s i ­

b l e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  o r  a r e a ,  t h e y  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  e a r l y  

s c e n e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n ity . I f  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o v id e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c a m e ra  e q u ip m e n t ,  t h i s  can  b e  done r i g h t  on cam p u s. O th e r w is e ,  

t h e  s tu d e n t  e i t h e r  r e n t s  a  c a m e ra ,  o r  h i r e s  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  

som eone s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  p h o to g r a p h y .  Im a g in e  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  

r e s u l t i n g  fro m  s l i d e s  s h o w in g  a  p i c t u r e  o f  M ain S t r e e t  i n  

M u lb e r ry  w i th  h o r s e s  a t  th e  h i t c h i n g  p o s t ,  o r  o f  an  o l d  

d r e d g e  on P e a c e  R i v e r ,  o r  o f  t h e  c i t r u s  t r e e s  a f t e r  t h e  " b ig  

f r e e z e "  o f  1 8 9 5 , o r  o f  J .  D r i g g e r s  s t a n d i n g  i n  a  d r a g l i n e  

b u c k e t ,  o r  o f  F o r t  M eade i n  IBBO. A l l  o f  t h e s e  s c e n e s  a r e  

p h o to g r a p h s  o b t a i n e d  fro m  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  com m unity  a n d  r e p r o ­

d u c e d  a s  s l i d e s  f o r  v ie w in g  i n  t h e  c la s s r o o m .  T h ese  s l i d e s  

c a n n o t  s t a n d  a lo n e — t h e r e  m u s t  b e  i n f o r m a t io n  g iv e n  a b o u t  

th em . "Who o r  w h a t i s  th e  s u b j e c t ;  w h e re  an d  when was t h e  

s c e n e  m ade? C o m p le te  i n f o r m a t i o n  m u s t accom pany  th e  v iew  i f  

i t  i s  t o  s t a n d  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

c o m p le te  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  w h a te v e r  

i n f o r m a t io n  i s  known s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  by  th e  s tu d e n t  g i v i n g  

th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c o m b in in g  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

w i th  o r a l  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  i s  an  e x c i t i n g  o n e .  When an  

" o l d - t i m e r "  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  some p a s t  i n c i d e n t ,  a  s l i d e  o f

^^B row n an d  T y r r e l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  7 .
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t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t  o r  o f  a  p e r s o n  I n v o lv e d  h e i g h t e n s  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  v i e w e r s .  S t o r i e s  o f  r e f u g e e s  fro m  j u s t i c e  

h i d i n g  i n  swamps becom e r e a l  w hen th e  c l a s s  i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  

a  p i c t u r e  o f  some o f  t h e  sw am p lan d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  O ran g e  g r o v e s  

a n d  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  b o th  becom e m ore v i v i d  w hen p r o j e c t e d  on th e  

s c r e e n .  T a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  can  o f t e n  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  s l i d e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  When Tom G a s k in s  s p o k e  on t a p e  a b o u t  b u i l d i n g  

h i s  own home o u t  o f  c y p r e s s  l o g s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a p p r e c i a t e  

s e e i n g  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w h i l e  G a s k in s  t a l k s  a b o u t  i t .

When h e  s p o k e  o f  t h e  o l d  h ig h w a y  th r o u g h  P o lk  C o u n ty  t o  

A r c a d ia ,  a  s l i d e  o f  t h e  r e m a in s  o f  t h a t  h ig h w a y  g i v e s  t h e  

c l a s s  an  e x c e l l e n t  i d e a  o f  w h a t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  lo o k e d  l i k e .

The h y p o t h e s e s  r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h  d e v e lo p in g  a  s l i d e  

p ro g ra m  a r e  t h a t  s l i d e s  a r e  o f  u s e  n o t  o n ly  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  

th e  l o c a l  p a s t ,  b u t  t o  s e r v e  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

p r e s e r v a t i o n .  The s t u d e n t  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o t  o n ly  t h e  "how 

an d  w hy" o f  i n q u i r y ,  b u t  t h e  v a lu e  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  

th e  p r e s e n t  ( a n d  t h e  p a s t )  f o r  u s e  by f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s .

P h a se  T h r e e — A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  I n q u i r y  S t r a t e g y

When th e  s t u d e n t s  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  own s l i d e  show s a n d  

p r e s e n t  th em  b e f o r e  t h e  c l a s s ,  t h e y  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  t w ic e  t h e  

am oun t o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  a s  w hen t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  d o e s  th e  

p r e p a r i n g .  The s t u d e n t s  m u st i n q u i r e  a s  t o  w h e re  t o  g e t  th e

^^Thom as G a s k i n s ,  o w n er o f  C y p re s s  -K n e e la n d , p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ,  P a lm d a le ,  F l o r i d a ,  F e b .  l 4 ,  1 9 7 4 .
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s l i d e s ,  how t o  p r e s e n t  th e m , w h e th e r  t h e y  a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  

r e l e v a n t ,  an d  w h a t  u s e  c a n  h e  m ade o f  th e m  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

When t h e  s t u d e n t s  w a tc h  a  c l a s s m a t e ’s p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e y  

i n q u i r e  a s  t o  h i s  s o u r c e s ,  m e th o d s ,  e t c . ,  s o  t h a t  by t h e  t im e  

t h e  u n i t  i s  c o m p le te d ,  e a c h  s t u d e n t  w i l l  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  a b o u t  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  u s e  

o f  s l i d e s .

I f  c e r t a i n  s l i d e s  do n o t  s u i t  t h e  i n t e n d e d  p u r p o s e ,  

t h e y  a r e  e i t h e r  rem o v e d  o r  u s e d  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t .

"Few i f  an y  s l i d e  p r o d u c t i o n s  a c h ie v e  p e r f e c t i o n  u p o n  f i r s t  

a s s e m b l y . T i m e  s h o u ld  b e  a l l o w e d  f o r  r e m a k e s ,  a d d i t i o n s  

a n d  d e l e t i o n s .  I f  t h i s  i s  d o n e ,  i t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  

am o u n t o f  s t r a t e g y  r e v i s i o n  u s u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  p h a s e  

t h r e e .

G e n e r a l  A p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  M o d e l

The f i v e  e x a m p le s  o f  a  h i s t o r y  i n q u i r y  m o d e l t h a t  

h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  a r e  o n ly  a  s m a l l  s a m p le  o f  w h a t c a n  

b e  d o n e  w i th  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  T h is  m o d e l i s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  an d  

i s  m o s t u s e f u l  f o r  a t t e m p t s  t o  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  some m e th o d s  

o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .  I t  h e l p s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n a ly z e  t h e i r  

own i n q u i r y  a n d  co m p are  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m e th o d s  

o f  i n q u i r y .  A t t h e  sam e t im e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o d el i s  a p p l i ­

c a b l e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  a n  o p e n -e n d e d  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  

i n q u i r y ,  a  r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  t h e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  o n e 's  own r e s e a r c h
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by o t h e r s ,  a n d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e x a m in e  i t  o n e s e l f .  C o n se ­

q u e n t l y ,  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  t r a i n i n g  m o d e l s h o u ld  b e  

" im p ro v e m e n t i n  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  an d  i n  t h e  o p e n n e ss  

o f  t h e  s e l f  to w a rd  new p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  new p o s ­

s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  d a t a  an d  r e l a t i n g  t o  o t h e r  p e o p le  

o v e r  i t .

T h is  m o d e l w as d e s ig n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t e a c h  c o l l e g e  

s t u d e n t s  t o  im p ro v e  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  

an d  t o  n u r t u r e  a  s p i r i t  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  i n  

l e a r n i n g .  T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  v a l u e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  tw o a r e  

s o  p r e d o m in a n t  a n d  c l e a r  t h a t  an y  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  seem  

s u b o r d i n a t e .

I n  some a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  o r  i n  som e c o l l e g e s ,  

a  u n i t  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  m ig h t  n o t  p ro v e  e f f e c t i v e ,  b u t  i t  i s  

w o r th  e x p e r i m e n t in g  w i t h  t o  b e  s u r e . S u ch  an  e x p e r im e n t  w ou ld  

n o t  b e  w i t h o u t  i t s  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  M a t e r i a l s  f o r  s tu d e n t  u s e  

i n  som e a r e a s  m ig h t  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d .  S tu d e n t  i n t e r e s t  

m ig h t  n o t  be  a s  h i g h  i n  some p l a c e s  a s  i n  o t h e r s , th o u g h  i t  

c a n  b e  m ade h i g h e r  i f  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  an d  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  M o t i v a t i o n  i n  a  h i s t o r y  c l a s s  

c o u ld  b e  e n h a n c e d  g r e a t l y  b y  c e n t e r i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y  

p r o j e c t s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  on t h e  s tu d y  o f  

t h e  r e g i o n . P r o p e r l y  p l a n n e d ,  a n y  u n i t  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  w i l l  

f o c u s  on  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s k i l l s ,  a n d  h e lp  f a m i l i a r i z e

^ ^ H a e f n e r ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  3 8 3 .
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s t u d e n t s  w i th  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r im a ry  s o u r c e s  I n  t h e i r  a r e a .  

"W h a te v e r  p r o m is e s  t o  h e lp  r e s o l v e  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  p ro b le m  o f  

'd e p t h  w i t h i n  b r e a d t h ' I n  t h e  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e  I s  w o r th  

t r y i n g  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y , n o  m a t t e r  how d i f f i c u l t .

T h e re  a r e  a  n u m b er o f  m o d e ls  by  w h ic h  a  t e a c h e r  c a n  

t e a c h  o t h e r  t h a n  by  l e c t u r e .  The c o l l e g e  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r  m u s t  

" b r in g  h i s  v e n e r a t e d  l e c t u r e  n o t e s  u p - t o - d a t e  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  

r e c e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h . "  He m u st r e a s s e s s  h i s  m e th o d s  

a n d  p u r p o s e s ,  r e - e m p h a s l z e  f u n d a m e n ta l  c o n c e p t s ,  t a k e  a d v a n ­

t a g e  o f  t h e  v a lu e s  o f  b i o g r a p h y , m ax im iz e  t h e  u s e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

I n q u i r y ,  a n d  s t i m u l a t e  c r e a t i v i t y  I n  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  He m u st 

n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  many o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  becom e h l g h - s c h o o l  

c la s s r o o m  t e a c h e r s  who s h o u ld  b e  "m ore e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h e r s  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  h i s  I n s t r u c t i o n ." ^ * ^

The s t o r y  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a  I s  a  p a r t  

o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  A m e r ic a ,  j u s t  a s  a l l  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  I s  a  p a r t  

o f  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y .  T h is  s t o r y ,  an d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  m o d el o f  

how I t  c a n  b e  u s e d ,  c a n  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  a n y  c o l l e g e  t e a c h e r  o f  

h i s t o r y .  N a t u r a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  I t s  n a r ro w  s c o p e .  I t  I s  m ore 

v a l u a b l e  t o  h i s t o r i a n s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  a n d  t h e  

Im m e d ia te  v i c i n i t y .  Any o f  t h e  f i v e  c o l l e g e s  I n  P o lk  C o u n ty  

c o u ld  u s e  t h i s  m o d e l t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  n o t  o n ly  how t o  

u s e  h i s t o r i c a l  I n q u i r y ,  b u t  t o  n u r t u r e  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d

%̂ b ld .
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In d e p e n d e n c e  i n  l e a r n i n g  w h i l e  f i n d i n g  o u t  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  t h e  

p a s t  o f  w h e re  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g .

The s p e c i f i c  e x a m p le  o f  M u lb e r ry  a n d  f r o n t i e r  F l o r i d a  

c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  a  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  s o u th w e s t e r n  P o lk  C o u n ty , 

an d  a  m o d el f o r  t e a c h i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .  I t  c a n  a l s o  b e  

u s e d  i n  an  A m e ric a n  h i s t o r y  s u r v e y  c o u r s e  t o  t e a c h  g e n e r a l i ­

z a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  A m e ric a n  f r o n t i e r .  The s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  

t h e  F l o r i d a  f r o n t i e r  an d  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  a r e  n u m e ro u s , 

a s  t h i s  s tu d y  h a s  sh o w n . The u s e  o f  t h i s  s t o r y  a s  a m ic ro c o sm  

o f  f r o n t i e r  A m e ric a  c a n  b e  a  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t  i n  an y  A m e ric a n  

h i s t o r y  c l a s s .  T h is  u s e  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  b o th  a s  a  m ic ro c o sm  

a n d  a s  a  t e a c h i n g  m o d e l ,  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y — n o t  o n ly  i n  P o lk  

C o u n ty ,  b u t  i n  c o l l e g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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