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Kevin Holman dodges a snowball from his 3-year-old son, Gabriel, on MTSU's campus yesterday. Holman and his family drove more 
than an hour from White House, Tenn. to play in the snow. 

MTSU blanketed in winter 
By STAFF REPORT 

Late Saturday evening, 
MTSU became engulfed 
in a snowstorm that coated 
the Murfreesboro area in 
an average of 4 inches of 
snow. 

High windfall combined 
with increasing precipita- 
tion turned into massive 
snow coverage, which sur- 
prised many residents of 
Rutherford County. 

The National Weather 
Service stated at 12:20 
a.m. Sunday morning that 
2 inches had accumulated 
in as little as one hour. 

The campus awoke 
Sunday morning to fields 
of white, with snowmen 
and tracks of footprints 
showing the campus 
residents winter celebra- 
tions. 

"I got up early to look 
at the snow [and] just to 

Photo by Alex Blackwelder, photography editor 

A snowman greets drivers on Middle Tennessee Boulevard yesterday at the Baptist Collegiate Min- 

istry. Sara Wood, Brent Walker, James and Angelica Cable built the Snowman. 

play in it," said Tiffany 
Scott, a junior animal sci- 
ence major. " I wish it had 
come [Sunday night] so 
that school would be can- 
celled." 

Some     students     have 

found their journeys across 
campus to be quite a chal- 
lenge. 

"I find it to be hazard- 
ous," said Jason Absher, a 
freshman chemistry major. 
"1 am worried for my safety 

and the safety of others." 

Want your snow pic- 
tures published? E-mail 
them to Sidelines for pos- 
sible publication. 

slsubmit@yahoo.com 

Tuition hike raises concerns 
Possible rise in tution causes officials, university president to 
weigh in with responses exposing their point of view 

By DUSTIN EVANS 

Staff Writer 

The strategic work group 
overseeing possible budget 
cuts within academics at 
MTSU released a sugges- 
tion to President Sidney 
McPhee on Feb. 12 show- 
ing the benefits of raising 
tuition in these times of 
economic crisis. 

The report states that if 
an 8 percent tuition in- 
crease were authorized, 
revenue would increase 
by $360 per full-time 
student. It also states that 
if approximately 23,000 
students were to pay this 
increase, it would raise 
an estimated $8.2 mil- 
lion in revenue for the 
university, thus substan- 
tially reducing the $19 to 
20 million of necessary 
budget cuts. 

The recently approved 
congressional stimulus 
package    suggests    state 

universities use the fed- 
eral stimulus money in- 
stead of raising tuition 
costs. 

"A public institution of 
higher education that re- 
ceives funds under this ti- 
tle shall 
use the 
funds 
for ed- 
ucation 
and 
general 
expenditures, and in such 
a way as to mitigate the 
need to raise tuition and 
fees for in-state students," 
according to the Ameri- 
can Recovery and Rein- 
statement Act of 2009, the 
recently signed stimulus 
package. 

Gov. Phil Bredesen said 
in a recent interview that 
he may not wish to accept 
the stimulus money. 

"We are evaluating this 
piece of money, whether it 
makes sense for us to take 

it," Bredesen said to the 
Chattanooga Times Free 
Press. "We may well be one 
of the states that say we 
can't take on that portion 
of it." 

Regardless of the state 
go v - 

lus act will provide mon- 
etary support for college 
students through federal 
allocation. 

Nancy Pelosi, speaker of 
the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, said on her Web 
site, speaker.gov, that the 
legislation will provide an 
increase of the higher edu- 
cation tax credit to a new 
minimum of $2,500, an in- 
crease of the maximum Pell 
Grant by $500. This would 
result in a new maximum 
of $5,350 in 2009 and an 

additional $200 million 
to the national work study 
program. 

"The American people 
expect bold and rapid ac- 
tion," Pelosi said. "That 
will modernize education 
to foster innovation and 
competitiveness in the 
global economy." 

McPhee will make all of 
the final decisions regard- 
ing the Steering Commit- 
tee and the Strategic Work 
Groups' suggestions by 
May 1. 

"It is important to 
note that the informa- 
tion represents a work 
in progress and in no 
way reflects any formal 
decisions that have been 
made by MTSU," McPhee 
said in a letter regarding 
the "Positioning the Uni- 
versity for the Future" 
campaign. 

For further information, 
please visit mtsu.edu/stra- 
tegic. 

Results in: 
students 
vote their 
choice 
McNary elected president, 
students say no to All-Access 
Campus Improvement Plan 

By EMMA ECLI 

Assistant News Editor 

Brandon McNary defeated Steven Ahum for Student 
Government Association president by 656 votes in an 
election that is vital to MTSU's future due to the impact 
of pending budget cuts. 

Other winners in the election include Heather Raw- 
son, executive vice president and speaker of the senate, 
Sarah Ayache, vice president of administration and pub- 
lic affairs, and Patrick Mertes, election commissioner. 

All candidates who ran for positions in the senate 
won. Thirteen seats were left vacant, and no students 
ran for a senate position in the College of Mass Com- 
munication. 

"The first thing 1 will be doing is meeting with Presi- 
dent [Sidney] McPhee," McNary said. "We are going to 
sit down and talk about the most important thing: our 
education." 

McNary said he will try his hardest to make sure that 
MTSU will remain an institution of higher education, 
despite the predicted budget cuts. 

"I also want to make sure everyone has the ability 
and opportunity to speak up and tell us what's on their 
mind," McNary said. "Hopefully we can get a lot of 
great ideas, and we'll move from there." 

Currently, the SGA president gets 100 percent of his 
or her tuition paid for, and McNary said that he will 
take a pay cut in order help the SGA budget. 

"I'm going to have them reduce it to 75 percent," Mc- 
Nary said. "This won't be a permanent change for fu- 
ture presidents, but for my term, I want to save some of 
SGA's money." 

Candidates will not take office until May 1, but until 
then, they will be preparing for their newly appointed 
positions. 

"Right now, I'm just going to start reading up on ev- 
erything," Rawson said. "It's going to be quite a process 
getting there. I've got a lot to learn, and it's going to be 
a challenge to transition." 

Gene Fitch, associate vice president for Student Af- 
fairs and dean of Student Life, said he, as well as the 
previous officers, will be assisting them before they 
lake office. 

f f We are going to sit down 
• • and talk about the most im- 
portant thing: our education." 
BRANDON MCNARY 
SGA PRESIDENTELECT 

"I think that the biggest thing that I emphasize every 
year is that they need to talk to each other," Fitch said. 
"Communication is the key for them to be successful." 

Fitch said he feels confident in the candidates who won 
due to their abundant amount of experience with SGA. 
"Each one of them has experience and has served at 

least one year in the senate," Fitch said. "This will be a 
challenging year for everyone, but I'm looking forward 
to working with them." 

Altum said he was frustrated that more of the student 
body didn't participate in the election considering all of 
the issues that are impacting the school. 

"I think SGA elections don't allow enough time for 
candidates to present their platforms to students," Al- 
tum said. "Out of the entire student body, only 4,000 
actually voted." 

Altum said that although he lost, he will still actively 
fight for things he talked strongly about while running 
his campaign. 

Despite the university spending $10,000 on "vote 
yes" advertising for the "All-Access Campus Improve- 
ment Plan," students shot down the referendum by 380 
votes. 

The improvement plan stated that student fees would 
be raised for the next five years to a capped total of $60 
in order to help pay for a parking garage, additional 
buses and a new entrance to campus. 
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CURRENT EVENTS 
Role Model 
March 2-6 
Monday-Thursday, 7 p.m. & 10 p.m. 
*■'<%, 7 p.m. V V 

Admission: $2 
Location: KUC Theater 

u Decide: Drinking, Driving 
and Consequences 

Held by MTSU Health Promotion 
Department 
An MTSU alum will give a personal 
testimony on how her life changed 
after deciding to drink and drive. 
Monday, March 2, 5-6 p.m. 
Admission: FREE 
Location: KUC Theater 
More Information: call Lisa 

Thompson at 615-494-8704 

Christian Music Society 
Meeting 
For students interested in participating. 
Thursday, March 5 at 7 p.m. 
Location Bragg Mass Communi- 
cation Building, Room 149 
More Information, call Loren Mul- 

raine at 615-904-8364 

Annuals 
With Jessica Lee Mayfield and 
What Laura Says 
Friday, March 6, 8 p.m. 
Admission: $10-$12 
Location: Exit/In 
More Information: exitin.com 

Musical Traditions of Ru- 

therford County Program 
Hear about the various music tradi- 
tions of Rutherford County, featuring 
an exhibit showcasingjohn Work, III 
Thursday, March 12, 7 p.m. 
Admission: FREE 
Location: Heritage Center of 
Murfreesboro and Rutherford County 

More Information: call 615-217-8031 

The Curious Case of Benja- 
min Button 
March 16-20 
Monday-Thursday, 7 p.m. & 10 P m 

Friday, 7 p.m. 
Admission: $2 at KUC Theatre 

CRIME BRIEFS 
AUDIO TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 

Feb. 24, 6:47 p.m. 
Miscellaneous 

GracyHall 

Caller said that there has been an 

ongoing dispute over some property 

Feb. 25, 1:03 a.m. 
Drug Possession 

Alumni Drive 

Bronson Ballew, Joshua Palmer, 

Brian Ricks and Alex Burk were 

arrested for simple possession of 

marijuana and unlawful possession 

of drug paraphernalia 

Feb. 25, 10:35 a.m. 
Theft 
Alumni Memorial Gym 

Subject called and said that some- 

one stole his wallet 

Feb. 25,11:44 p.m. 
Underage Drinking 

Reynolds Hall 

Samma Ahmad was issued a 

state citation for consumption of 

alcohol under the age of 21. and 

Dale Skipworth was issued a state 

citation for contributing to the 

delinquency of a minor. 

Feb. 25, 11:55 p.m. 
Miscellaneous 

Peck Hall 

A smoke detector was activated on 

the second floor of Peck Hall in a 

janitor room. 

Feb. 26, 12:46 a.m. 
Suspicious Person 

Womack Lane Apartments 

Subject called stating that a suspi- 

cious person she reported seeing 

earlier was back in the area of her 

apartment 

Feb. 26, 3:25 a.m. 
Possession of a weapon 

Scarlett Commons parking lot 

Mark Downing was arrested for 

possession of weapons on campus 

Feb. 26,12:31 p.m. 
Vandalism 

Greenhouse lot 

Officer saw subject writing on a 

vehicle's passenger window with lip 

balm  The officer made him clean 

it off 

Feb. 27, 3:01 a.m. 
DUI 

East Main Street 

Mitchell Wood was arrested and 

charged for DUI and implied 

consent. 

Feb. 27, 5:26 a.m. 
Miscellaneous 

Scarlett Commons 

An officer responded to reports of 

a noise complaint 

INSTITUTE 

Training for your Future 
Over 50 campuses worldwide 

Individual studio and lab time 

Over 30 years in education 

Global alumni network of working professionals 

Classes begin April 6th 
Financial Aid is available to those who qualify.' 

www.sae-nashville.com 

Pastime Barber & Billiard Shop 
116 S. Maple St. 
615.893.9808 

Nashville Campus    7 Music Circle North   Nashville   TN 37203 

■■      »^BatT»r 
Phone   615.244 5848 

■ 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 

EDITORIALLY INDEPENDENT 

HELP WANTED 
Sidelines, the student-run newspaper of 
MTSU, Is seeking the following positions 

for the spring semester: 

News reporters 
Feature writers 

Opinion columnists 
Sports writers 
Photographers 

Graphic designers 
Advertising representatives 

Meetings are Mondays and Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
Please attend if you are interested. Mass Comm 269 
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SGA 2009-10 voting results 
President 

Brandon McNary-1,853 

Steve Altum-1,197 

McNary Raw son 

Vice Pres. of Admin. 
and Public Affairs 

Sarah Ayache-1,829 

Erin Johnson-1,249 

Ayache 

College of Liberal Arts senators 
(5 seats available) 

Brittney Sceals-332 

Brandon Thomas-299 

Courtnei Secrest-288 

Samuel Ashby-275 

Samantha Nichols-255 

College of Education, Behavioral Sciences 
(5 seats available) 

Chloe Robinson-472 

JaMichaelSmith-351 

At-Large senators 
(5 seats available) 

Adam Kelly-1.847 

Blake Jenkins-1358 

Michael Roberge-1,329 

Undeclared senators 
(3 seats available) 

Meagan Daugherty-224 

Exec .Vice President, 
Speaker of the Senate 

Heather Rawson-2,049 

Michael Borella-989 

Election 
Commissioner 
(one candidate) 

Patrick Mertes-2,766 

Merles 

College of Business senators 
(5 seats available) 

Aaron Adkisson-349 

Bonnie Hix-305 

Michael Hollis-210 

Kenneth Whorles-179 

College of Mass Conun. senators 
(4 seats available) 

No students ran for senate seat 

College of Basic and Applied Sciences 
(8 seats available) 

Samantha Cobb-407 

Aaron Bertrand-383 

Erika Maclin-371 

Jennifer Lee-361 

Christopher Jones-332 

MattRussell-315 

Jeff Higginbotham-304 

CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION 

DAY 

March 4, 2009 
8 a.m. — 7 p.m. 

FREE POPCORN 
FREE 8-OZ. COKE 

Register to win: 
$50 gift cards 
$10 gift cards 
Coca-Cola t-shirts 

Receive a coupon for $1.00 off 
your next purchase. 

Dwight's Mini Mart 
2nd Floor KUC 

Limited quantities. 

Check into Travel 
Clinic before break 
Student Health Services remin 
make appointments before go 
By FAITH FRANKLIN 
Community News Editor 

Student Health Ser- 
vices' Travel Clinic, which 
opened last fall, is remind- 
ing students and faculty 
members to visit the clinic 
before traveling interna- 
tionally for spring break or 
studying abroad. 

The Travel Clinic is open 
during regular SHS hours. 
It was established in re- 
sponse to MTSU increasing 
study-abroad population, 
said Eric Clark, a university 
physician for SHS. 

"If students are planning 
on going to another coun- 
try, [they should] check with 
us," Clark said. "We will sit 
down and check their itiner- 
ary and see if they need any 
vaccinations or medications 
for their trip." 

Traveling to some coun- 
tries without proper vacci- 
nations can have negative 
consequences, Clark said. 

"It depends on where you 
are going," Clark said. "We 
have a lot ot students who 

are going to underdevel- 
oped countries that are not 
like the United States and 
West Europe, where there 
are a little bit more tropical 
diseases." 

Clark said the biggest 
concern for a student who 
contracts a disease while 
traveling is that the he or 
she could become critically 
ill in a country that does 
not have adequate access to 
appropriate medical care. 

Students are encouraged 
to visit the Travel Clinic 
months before they depart. 

"The earlier the better," 
Clark said. "If students are 
planning on going on a 
trip, the earlier they can let 
us know, the more likely we 
can get all the vaccines in." 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control indi- 
viduals traveling interna- 
tionally should set up an 
appointment with their 
health care provider at least 
four to six weeks before de- 
parting. 

"Many vaccines take 
time to become effective, 

ds students to 
ing abroad 
and some vaccines must be 
given in a series over a pe- 
riod of days or sometimes 
weeks," the CDC's Web site 
said. 

Clark said that another 
thing for students to be 
aware of is the possible 
need for follow-up visits to 
the Travel Clinic after re- 
turning to MTSU. 

"If students are going to a 
country that has high inci- 
dents of tuberculosis we can 
tell them that before they 
leave so they will be aware 
of it," Clark said. "When 
they come back, we can give 
them a TB skin test." 

There is no cost to stu- 
dents for visiting the Travel 
Clinic. 

To make an appointment, 
can call 898-2988 or visit 
mtsu.edu/healthservices. 

Student Health Serivces 
is open Mon-Thu from 
8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
and Fridays from 8 
a.m. until 4 p.m. 

Latest lecture series 
initiates Athena search 
By CORBIN PHILLIPS 
Contributing Writter 

The latest lecture in the 
2009 Spring Honors Lec- 
ture series, "Wisdom and 
Knowledge in Honors 
Education," is scheduled 
to take place today in the 
Paul W. Martin Sr. Honors 
Building Amphitheater. 

The lecture is part of 
a distinguished series 
entitled "Searching for 
Athena: An Exploration 
of Honors and Gifted 
Education." Ada Long, 
founding director of the 
University of Alabama 
at Birmingham's nation- 
ally renowned Honors 
Program, is scheduled to 
present the lecture. 

Long also authors a 
journal called Honors in 
Practice for the Journal of 
the National Collegiate 
Honors Council and is a 
former president of the 
National Collegiate Hon- 
ors Council. 

Today's lecture will fo- 
cus on honors programs 
in college and the K-12 
"gifted" education sys- 
tem. It will also look into 
standardized tests such 
as the ACT and SAT and 
see if they truly represent 
students' knowledge. 

"What we're trying 
to do with this series is 
to look at both of these 
worlds [honors and 
gifted education)," said 
Scott Carnicom, associ- 

ate dean of the Honors 
College. "We want to 
compare and contrast 
them and see what makes 
them different." 

Carnicom said the lec- 
ture is free and anyone is 
welcome to attended. 

Carnicom is scheduled 
to present a lecture on 
March 16 entitled "Por- 
traits of 'Intelligence' in 
Popular Films." 

"Not only are we talk- 
ing about honors educa- 
tion from a philosophical 
standpoint but also from 
a sociological stand- 
point," Carnicom said. 
"As an honors college, 
we aspire to be a national 
leader in honors educa- 
tion. 

Final report available today 
STAFF REPORT scheduled release its final McPhee Friday. To view 

report today. The report, the complete report, visit 
The  Steering  Commit-     which   contains   research mtsu.edu/strategic.       For 

tee,   the   group   oversee-    and suggestions compiled continuing    budget    cut 
ing  possible   budget   cut    by   four   subcommittees, coverage, visit  mtsuside- 
suggestions at MTSU, is    was submitted to Sidney lines.com. 

Urbana University asks for help 
Charity fundraiser to benefit three graduate 
students injured in auto collison in 2007 
STAFF REPORT 

Urbana University in 
Urbana, Ohio is collecting 
donations to aid three Chi- 
nese families who lost their 
children in a fatal car wreck 
on March 8, 2007. 

Nearly two years ago, 
three graduate students 
from Urbana University 
- Bian Jin, Sun Yan and 
Xue Bing - were returning 
from shopping and died in 
a multi-car collision. 

The continuing concern 
for the three students' moth- 

ers is the extensive sums ot 
money they had to borrow 
from friends and families to 
send their children to school, 
along with the costs of the 
funeral arrangements. 

"You return what you 
owe," said Yu Ming, the 
mother of Sun Yan, in an 
interview with CNN. "It is 
the bible of heaven and the 
ground rule of Earth." 

According to the CNN 
interview with the moth- 
ers, the Chinese rarely bor- 
row money from banks, and 

personal debts are taken 
with severity. Filing for 
bankruptcy and making ex- 
cuses are not even an option 
for the people of China. 

Urbana University has 
already raised tens of thou- 
sands of dollars, and they 
have vowed to maintain the 
charity indefinitely. 

Send donations to 
c/o Jim Wilson 
Office of Development 
Urbana University 
579 College Way 
Urbana, Ohio 43078 
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WHERE ARE YOU GOING 
FOR SPRING BREAK? 

onPihe TELL US ONLINE AT 
MTSUSIDELINES.COM FEATURES 

PRINT 
56% 

44 

DO YOU THINK 
SIDELINES SHOULD 
STAY IN PRINT OR 
GO ONLINE ONLY? 

BASED ON VOTES FROM 
MTSUSIDELINES.COM. 
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Chess, one of the oldest games in the world, originated in the Middle Hast, according to luxurychess.com. The word "checkmate" is derived from the Persian phrase "shah mat," meaning "the king is defeated." 

^biautiful checkmate 
Story of classic board game that requires 

critical analysis, provides deadly fun time 
By MICHAEL STONE 
Ediror-m-Chiof 

Most of them will die, 
that is if it's a good game. 

The matches my oppo- 
nent and 1 play are always 
of the utmost quality, at 
least in my opinion. 

There are many who 
would observe our com- 
petitions and laugh within 
the confines of their inge- 
nious heads. 

I'm   playing 
with       white 

chess battles you partici- 
pate in, the more your 
mind transforms into a 
crystal ball. 

Each move affects the 
whole flow of the game, 
and the more games you 
play, the more you re- 
alize what is likely to 
happen. 

Chess is an art that re- 
quires quick and deep 
planning. If you don't de- 
velop tentative blueprints 

and gloat on the inside. 
The object of chess is to 

"checkmate" your oppo- 
nent's king. Checkmate is 
when the threatened enemy's 
king can move to no square 
without being "killed" by 
one of your soldiers or de- 
fended by one of his own. 

As our battle continues, 
I don't attempt to check- 
mate my opponent - he 
and I have developed our 
strategies enough to know 

neither of us 
will    let 

and he's using 
black. Chess 
is often joked 
about as a 
racist game - 
white always 
goes first. 
Chess, 

though, is firm 
on its stance 
for female su- 
periority. The 
queen is pow- 
erful, but the king can do 
no more than attempt to 
not be killed. 

I begin by moving one of 
my eight pawns - D2 to D4. 

My goal is to control the 
center of the compilation 
of black and white squares 
that once weaved together 
make up the battlefield. If 
you control the center, you 
control the game. 

I foresee where the 
game is traveling with 
the first move. The more 

The Chess Club of MT 

Weekly meetings: 
Tuesdays @ 7 p.m. 

Where: KUC 316 

for your moves, your hap- 
hazard, arbitrary choices 
will lead to your demise. 

I form a plan early - to 
"fork" my opponent and 
good friend's rook and 
king with my knight. I 
would attempt to explain 
the term "fork" to you if 
you consider chess an alien 
being. But it would be dif- 
ficult to do so without pro- 
voking a large sigh. 

Success. My plan to fork 
my opponent works. I scream 

an 
early check- 
mate hap- 
pen. 

Instead, I 
try to sway 
the game in 
my favor with 
positioning, 
planning and 
patience. 

About 20 
moves into 
the contest, 

my opponent makes a 
move that I swear to myself 
has happened in a previous 
game. 

Deja vu happens often in 
chess. A frequent player's 
subconscious becomes a 
filing cabinet full of vari- 
ous patterns constructed 
of pawns and rooks, bish- 
ops and knights, kings and 
queens. 

The game is turning to- 
ward my favor, but my 
opponent makes a perfect 

Photo illustration by AJex Blackwelder. photography editor \ 
The names of chess pieces - king, queen, knight, bishop and pawn - originated from the Middle Ages, ac- 
cording lo luxurychess.com. Some believe the game was first brought to Europe during the Crusades. 

move, followed by another 
and then another. He now 
has better control of the 
battlefield. 

My mind quickly rushes 
to the drawing board so 
I may once again be the 
dominating force. 

I sense weakness and 
fear from my opponents 

remaining plastic troops. 1 
capitalize. 

The black king's manner- 
isms convey a longing to 
escape his 8 x 8 prison that 
is a chessboard. But there is 
no room for breaking the 
rules of chess in this formal 
yet casual match. 

I push his king about the 

board until he finally sub- 
mits. 

Checkmate. Beautiful. 
"Good game, man," 

my opponent, Dedrick 
Mitchell, says in the spir- 
it of good sportsman- 
ship. "I think chess is the 
most beautiful game ever 
invented." 

(flUHDfli 
movies, music, nightlife and more 

MUSIC 
March 2 

Mr. Satisfaction @ Club 
527-8 p.m. 

March 3 
Blues Jam @ Club 527 - 
9 p.m. - $5 

March 4 
Nashville All Star Band @ 
Graffiti Bar - 8 p.m. 

Penny Beer/DJ Spins the 
Fun @ Club 527 - 8 p.m. 

March 5 
S.O.S. @ Graffiti Bar - 8 
p.m. 

Behind the Sun (Red Hot 
Chili Peppers Tribute) @ 
Club 527 - 10 p.m. 

March 6 
Losing Hope @ Club 527 

-8 p.m. 

The Middlemen w/ We 
Were the States, Bohan- 
nons @ Wall Street - 9 
p.m. 

Paper Route w/ Former, 
The Compromise, Dear Fu- 
ture @ Club 527 - 9 p.m. 

Christian Bradley @ Graf- 
fiti Bar -10 p.m. 

March 7 
Fuel 2 the Fire @ The 
Boro - 8 p.m. 

Ronnie Pittman Band @ 
Graffiti Bar - 8 p.m. 

Los Cobra w/ Millionaire 
Magicians, Black Catfish 
@ Wall Street - 9 p.m. 

Cold Truth @ Club 527 - 
10 p.m. 

March 8 
The American Life w/ Cal- 
lahan, Sail by the Stars @ 
Club 527 - 7 p.m. 

PacAKracRs @ Graffiti 
Bar-9 p.m. 

OTHER 
March 2 

Joker's Poker @ Graffiti 
Bar - 7 p.m. 

March 3 
Karaoke Contest @ Graf- 
fiti Bar-9 p.m. 

March 4 
Live Trivia @ Wall Street 
8 p.m. 

Submit events to 
slfeatur@mtsu.edu 
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Letters Policy 
Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from 
all readers. Please e-mail letters to sloping 

mtsu.edu and include your name and a phone 
number for verification. Sidelines will not 
Publish anonymous letters. We reserve the 
right to edit grammar, length and content. 

OPINIONS 
Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit 

student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennessee 
State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and 
Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and 
Wednesday during lune and Inly. The opinions ex- 
pressed herein are those ol individual writers and 
not ncccssarilv Sidelines or Ml SI' 

FROM THE 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

Budget cut 
decisions 
needed 
sooner 

The Steering Commit- 
tee, the group overseeing 
possible budget cuts for 
MTSU, is scheduled to 
release its final report 
today. The committee 
will not finalize "sug- 
gestions" on the report 
until May 1. 

The purpose of the 
suggestions is to prepare 
MTSU to receive around 
$19 million less in state 
appropriation funding 
for the upcoming school 
year. 

It seems like the ad- 
ministrators overseeing 
these cuts have already 
made up their minds as 
to what they are going to 
give the ax to but are just 
keeping consistent with 
the word "suggestions" 
to soften the blow. 

One of the "sug- 
gestions" is to cut the 
MTSU all-girl's cheer- 
leading squad, but in 
talking with members of 
the team, it appears the 
squad has already been 
eliminated. The girls 
are not being allowed to 
try out with the other 
two "Spirit Teams," the 
dance team and the co- 
ed cheerleading team, 
during tryouts near the 
end of March. 

The suggestions will 
be finalized on a Friday 
- the first day of final 
exams and near the be- 
ginning of the summer 
break. Releasing the fi- 
nal decisions on this date 
would lessen the amount 
of outcry but still allow 
MTSU administration to 
state that it announced 
the decisions during the 
spring semester. 

A member of the Fac- 
ulty Senate said that uni- 
versity officials make a lot 
of decisions during the 
summer when many stu- 
dents who would be af- 
fected by those decisions 
are not active at MTSU. 
The move as a whole is 
rather disturbing, though 
clever, and will keep pos- 
sibly unpopular cuts un- 
der the radar and out of 
the realm of public dis- 
course. 

So what's the solu- 
tion? 

We at Sidelines call on 
MTSU President Sidney 
McPhee, the Steering 
Committee and all of 
the other committees 
involved in attempting 
to strategize before the 
brunt of the budget cuts 
hit home for a drastically 
increased level of trans- 
parency in terms of the 
budget's real breakdown 
and effects. 

Reports with "sugges- 
tions" are nowhere near 
sufficient and are filled 
with jargon that could 
potentially confuse the 
average student. 

If McPhee is willing 
"to do whatever it takes," 
as he said he would at 
his Town Hall Meeting, 
surely fulfilling his duty 
to students is prefer- 
able for him over cutting 
back his frugal $250,000 
annual salary. 

Lazy students hurt MTSU 
Last week, the student 

body elected its new Stu- 
dent Government Associa- 
tion president. 

Or, rather, roughly 10 
percent of the student body 
did. 

A little more than 3,000 
students voted for the S( IA 
president, with these num- 
bers dwindling .is the posi- 
tions continued. 

Three thousand. In a 
school that has more than 
22,000 students, 1 find it 
disheartening, and regret 
tably laughable, that such 
a small slice of the students 
here would take the time 
to vote Oil something so 
important to MTSU as a 
whole. 

Noting for SGA presi- 
dent probably seems futile 
or idiotic to some students 
who perhaps fail to see the 
connection between whom 
they elect and how tin 
will handle these turbulent 
times. Or perhaps they just 
don't care. 

In this period of budget 
cuts, students also seem le 
thargic or apathetic to the 
severity of what these cuts 
will actually do to campus 
programs. Why is this? 

Are students just fed up 
with all the brouhaha be- 
ing brought up by faculty 
and staff concerning the 
budget? Or are they just 

Desist! Rely! 
Conform! 
Byron Wilkes 
unaware of the real impact 
the administration's fu- 
ture decisions will have on 
them? 

I suspect it's part of a 
larger trend of gross stu- 
dent inactivity on campus. 

(.ranted there are a num- 
ber o\ students who base 
gone above and beyond 
their education's call ol 
duty. 

Mam students are tor 
mally organizing and pro- 
testing the Tennessee Board 
of Regents' proposed shake- 
up of universities across 
Tennessee, even physically 
going to the Capitol and 
making their views known 
to legislators. 

The sad fact is these 
students compose a bleak 
minority. There is only so 
much such a small contin- 
gent of students with lim- 
ited connections can do. 

The languid larger por- 
tion of the student popu- 

lation must make some 
attempt to mobilize itself, 
and it must be done on an 
individual basis. 

Students need to realize 
the only way they can hope 
to have a hand in the uni- 
versity's future is if they get 
involved and start actively 
participating in extracurric- 
ular activities on campus. 

How hard is it really to 
get involved with a single 
college organization? 

If you're interested in 
helping the 
environment, 
there's Stu- 
dents for En- 
vironmental 
Action. 

If you're interested in 
horses, there's the Eques- 
trian Team of MTSU. 

If you're interested in 
global affairs, there's the 
Society for International 
Affairs. 

There is a \eritable laun- 
dry list ol the more than 
200 organizations MTSU 
offers students in which 
they can participate on our 
school's Web site. 

But without students in 
volved in them, mam ol 
these organizations and 
clubs, as well as the edu- 
cational opportunities al 
lorded by them, stand to be 
lost forever in the wake ol 
the school's budget burden. 

It's ironic to me how 
quick people are to judge 
fraternities or sororities for 
being essentially useless on 
campus, existing only to 
party and go to sporting 
events. In reality, the Greek 
population is probably the 
most mobile, interconnect- 
ed and visible student bloc 
on campus. 

Not only do members 
dedicate much of their on- 
campus lives to the organi- 
zation with which they are 

££  How hard is it really to 
^^ get involved with a single 
college organization?" 

affiliated, they routinely 
give their money, time and 
physical effort in philan- 
thropic events that just as 
easily could have never 
happened. 

I realize that Greek or- 
ganizations are private, 
and that membership costs 
money and are at the dis- 
cretion of the association 
involved - I'm not telling 
everyone to go join a fra- 
ternity or sorority. 

It's just amazing to me the 
level of dedication Greeks 
have to their organiza- 
tions when, proportionally 
speaking, they make up 
such a small fraction ol stu- 
dents. Non-Greek students 

could learn a lesson from 
their Hellenic peers. 

If more students got in- 
volved with organizations 
and took the initiative to 
participate, life on campus 
would change drastically. 

There would be an in- 
creased level of connectiv- 
ity between students, with 
networks forming between 
students involved with the 
same groups, and even on 
a larger scale, with clubs 
becoming more and more 

familiar with 
members of 
other like- 
minded clubs. 

Students 
would meet 

new people and form con- 
nections that could last 
into their professional lives 
and prove to be particularly 
valuable. 

It's no secret that having 
a few college organizations 
can't hurt one's resume, but 
why aren't more students 
taking advantage of this? 

Byron Wilkes is a senior 
journalism major and can 
be reached at bdwM&mtsu. 
dill. 

To read more, visit us online. 

www.mtsusidelines.com 

Higher ed revamp coming, be heard 
State Sen. )im Kyle, D- 

Memphis, introduced 
legislation last week that 
would restructure higher 
education by eliminat- 
ing the Tennessee Board 
of Regents and Univer- 
sity of Tennessee systems 
and replacing them with 
a unified system under 
which all higher educa- 
tion institutions would be 
governed. 

SB 2122 - the "Stream- 
lining Higher and Post- 
secondary Education 
(SHAPE) Act" - reads, 
"The Tennessee Higher 
Education Commission 
and the present systems 
of governance of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee sys- 
tem and the [Tennessee) 
Board of Regents system 
shall cease to exist on July 
1, 2010." This legislation 
compels THEC, TBR and 
UT to submit plans for 
restructuring by January 
2010 for consideration 
and possible implementa- 
tion. 

In an interview, Kyle re- 
marked, "All we're trying to 

Hurtt Pride 
Mart Hurtt 

do here is force educators to 
examine themselves, come 
forward with a better way 
and tell us what it is. If they 
can't do that, then we'll do 
it for them." 

Kyle's proposal is not 
the only one that has been 
filed, as Sen. Andy Berke, 
D-Chattanooga, filed a 
similar bill that would es- 
tablish a task force to in- 
vestigate the possibility of 
streamlining higher educa- 
tion and propose recom- 
mendations accordingly. 

The culmination of 
three events likely created 
an environment feasible 
for this discussion: UT 
President John Petersen 
tendered his  resignation 

several weeks ago; TBR 
suspended its search for 
Chancellor Manning's re- 
placement; and Tennessee 
is currently experiencing 
a near $1 billion budget 
shortfall. These factors 
are causing lawmakers to 
think outside the box in 
an effort to both reduce 
costs and increase the ef- 
ficiency of higher educa- 
tion. 

Students should inject 
themselves into this dis- 
cussion. Lawmakers rou- 
tinely allow experts to tes- 
tify before committees on 
the specifics of any given 
piece of legislation. Sens. 
Kyle's and Berke's bills will 
be heard in the Education 
Committee, chaired by 
Delores Gresham, in the 
Senate and in the Higher 
Education Subcommittee, 
chaired by David Hawk, in 
the House. 

Concerned        students 
should  contact  these  leg 
islators  -  and   the   other 
members of these commit 
tees - in order to affect de- 
bate. Surprisingly enough, 

elected officials will not 
only listen to student rec- 
ommendations and opin- 
ions, but they openly wel- 
come them. 

Both sets of bills have 
each been filed in the 
House and Senate and 
will soon be placed on the 
calendar tor their respec- 
tive committees. To find 
these bills online, visit 
capitol.tn.gov. Make sure 
these elected officials un- 
derstand that you want to 
be part of the debate. 

This is an extremely 
important time for higher 
education in Tennessee. 
but lawmakers and e\ 
perts are the only voices 
in this debate. Students 
- who will likely be most 
affected by any signifi- 
cant changes to the ex- 
isting systems should 
actively engage these de 
cision makers. 

The possibility ol merg 
ing the systems might seem 
like an cas\ task on paper. 
as both proposals are only 
about a page in length, but 
the concrete  implications 

of such a proposal are un- 
doubtedly complex. The 
UT offices are located in 
Knoxville, while the offices 
for the TBR are in Nash- 
ville. Resources will likely 
need to be combined and 
services standardized for 
the merger to work effec- 
tively. 

Academic programs and 
courses would need to be 
standardized, as well. At 
present, certain credits 
are non-transferable from 
one system to the other. 
These and other issues 
currently encumber a fa- 
cilitated relationship be- 
tween the systems. 

Make no mistake, merg- 
ing UT and TBR will not 
be easy, but the political 
atmosphere lends itself to 
lawmakers tackling this 
important issue in the very 
near future. Don't let the 
lawmakers and experts 
leave you out of the debate. 

Matthew Hurtt is a se- 
nior history/political science 
major and can he reached at 
Matt.Hurtt@gmail.com. 

COMICS 
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Catch women's basketball 
head coach Rick Insell today 
at Coach's drill at 6 p.m. 

At 8 p.m. Insell will be on 
Sportsline (50+) with Hope 
Hines SPORTS^ 

Baseball team will take on 
Memphis at Reese Smith Jr. 
Field on Tuesday, March 3 
at 4 p.m. and Wednesday, 
March 4 at 3 p.m. 

Lady Raiders finish season with 87-61 win 

<[.iii phofographel 

Junior guard Chelsia Lymon protects the ball from WKU's Vanessa Obafemi in the 87-61 win yes- 
terday in the Murphy Center. 

By CHRIS WELCH 
Sports Editor 

The Lady Raiders put 
their mark on the 2008- 
2009 season with an 87-61 
hometown victory over the 
WKU Lady Toppers yester- 
day. The win sealed their 
place as the regular season 
Sun Belt Conference cham- 
pions and gives them a fur- 
ther advantage in tourna- 
ment play. 

Junior forward Alysha 
Clark, still the nation's 
leading scorer, shot for a 
Murphy Center record 45 
total points in her 39 min- 
utes of play. Clark further 
assisted the team with yet 
another double-double, 
while junior guard Chelsia 
Lymon assisted with her 16 
total points. 

Both sophomore guard 
Anne Marie Lanning and 
junior guard Jackie Picket 
also had good point games, 
scoring 10 and nine points, 
respectively. Lanning also 
had a game-high six as- 
sists, lending her hand to 
the three MT players who 
scored in double digits. 

The Lady Toppers started 

the game with a jumper by 
WKU's Amy McNear. Mc- 
Near and sophomore guard 
Hope Brown led WKU for 
most of the first half. 

Lymon s 3-pointer- 
the first of four-at 15:10 
helped get MT back into 
the game. This put the 
score at 9-5 and sparked 
the Lady Raider charge. 

"Coach [Rick] Insell al- 
ways tells me it's the point 
guard's fault when things 
go wrong, and it's the point 
guard's fault when things 
go right," Lymon said. "So 
when our team was down, 
the only thing I could do 
was knock down my shots." 

Lymon and the rest of 
the Lady Raiders got into 
a groove by eight minutes 
into the game and would 
not turn the lead over again. 
MT went into the half after a 
basket by junior guard Dana 
Carrett, leading 48-28. 

The Lady Raiders defense 
stepped up during the sec- 
ond half, answering almost 
every WKU point with an- 
other Blue Raider basket. 

With a supportive Blue 
Raider Nation cheering the 

team on, the Lady Raiders 
scored 42 percent of their 
field goals in the second 
half, bringing the tally to 
87 total points by the end of 
the night. 

Despite the early diffi- 
culties, the 87-61 win was 
enough to grant the MT 
women's basketball team 
the regular season SBC title. 

"It's tough [to win the 
conference championship]," 
Insell said. "It's a long grind. 
When we went to FAU, they 
outplayed us. They deserved 
to win and they did. 

"It's tough to win a cham- 
pionship and I feel for ev- 
eryone around the country 
who is trying to win one." 

MT enters the Sun Belt 
Championship tournament 
as the No. 1 seed. They will 
face the winner of the No. 8 
Florida Atlantic/No. 9 New 
Orleans game this Saturday 
in Hot Springs, Ark. 

Photo slideshow 
1*4 online 

www.mtsusidelines.com 

Men's basketball drop season finale against rival WKU 
By ZACH REVES 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The Blue Raiders couldn't 
overcome a poor start as 
they fell just short in their 
second half comeback at- 
tempt with a 49-68 loss to 
Western Kentucky Satur- 
day night. 

After trailing 17-39 at 
the half, MT closed within 
four points in the second 
half, but the boys in blue 
couldn't bridge the gap 
with WKU, who clinched 
the Sun Belt Champion- 
ship with the victory. 

In this regular season fi- 
nale, the Blue Raiders fell 
behind early due to a com- 
bination of foul trouble, 
poor shooting and a tooth- 
less defense in front of more 
than 5,100 fans in the Mur- 
phy Center. Despite these 
problems, MT almost came 
back in the second half. 

"We couldn't get over 
the hump in our comeback 
and score those last four 
points," said senior guard 
Kevin Kanaskie who broke 
MT's all-time record for 
games played with his final 
regular season and 122nd 
contest.   "You can't beat a 

team like WKU with the 
first half we had." 

And what a first half it 
was. The Blue Raiders tied 
a season-low for points 
scored in a half with 17. 
MT shot only 28 percent 
from the floor and 20 per- 
cent from behind the three- 
point arc. WKU, however, 
shot 56 percent from the 
floor including 5-for-ll 
trom downtown. 

MT turned it around in 
the second half, out scor- 
ing WKU 32-29. The Blue 
Raiders also shot 57 percent 
from the floor compared to 
WKU's 38 percent. But the 
halftime gap was too large, 
and the effort came a little 
too late. 

"We caved in at the end," 
MT head coach Kermit 
Davis said. "I'm proud of 
our comeback attempt, but 
I can't sugarcoat it, we got 
beat by a rival." 

Davis also said that foul 
trouble hurt his team and 
its momentum all night 
long. Junior forward Des- 
mond Yates, who leads the 
team in points per game, 
fouled out three minutes 
into the second half. Se- 
nior guards Nigel Johnson 

and Demetrius Green also 
collected five fouls in the 
game and were forced to 
watch the rest of it from the 
bench. 

The Blue Raiders were 
led in scoring by junior tor- 
ward Montarrio Haddock 
who totaled 13 points and 
added four rebounds. Ju- 
nior guard Calvin O'Neil 
and Kanaskie both con- 
tributed 10 points and four 
rebounds for the game. 

Senior guard Orlando 
Mendez-Valdez led a bal- 
anced WKU offense with 
19 points, 5 rebounds and 5 
assists. Three other WKU 
starters scored in the dou- 
ble figures. 

The loss ends MT's regu- 
lar season with a record of 
17-13 and 10-8 in the SBC. 
The Blue Raiders end the 
season in fifth place in the 
SBC. 

MT began the first half 
neck and neck with WKU 
until the second time out at 
the 11 minute mark. After 
the break, WKU came out 
on fire with a 16-2 run that 
was fueled by 10 points pro- 
vided by Mendez-Valdez. 
MT could do little to stop 
WKU's superior play from 

the Hilltopper's guards. 
"We had poor perimeter 

play," Davis said. "We were 
ineffective defensively in 
the first half." 

WKU cruised into half- 
time with a comfortable 
39-17 lead. In the second 
half, MT started attacking 
the lane, and WKU had 
little response. A 21-5 run 
was orchestrated by the 
Blue Raiders who closed 
the gap to 44-40 on a steal 
and lay-up play by senior 
guard Eric Allen. 

"Middle [Tennessee] is 
a good basketball team," 
WKU head coach Ken Mc- 
Donald said. "They always 
keep coming back, and they 
never go away easy." 

However, WKU turned 
it around and started mak- 
ing big shots, including an 
AJ Slaughter 3-pointer with 
no time left on the shot 
clock to extend the WKU 
lead to 10. 

1 town the stretch, MTlost 
its fire as the team tailed to 
put in a field goal in the last 
six minutes of play. WKU 
made 7-of-10 free throws in 
that same stretch to finish 
out the game. 

Despite the loss, the Blue 

Photo by l.u Bailey, st.jtr photographer 

Demetrius Green reaches for a layup for the score against WKU 
Saturday in the Murphy Center. 

Raiders will host a first 
round home game in the 
Sun Belt Championship. 
MT will enter the tourna- 
ment as the fifth seed and 

they will host 12th seed 
Arkansas State Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. The Blue Raiders 
defeated ASU 60-57 earlier 
this season. 

MT men's track team champions, women's team clench second place 
By CHRIS WELCH AND 
JAY BAILEY 
Sports Staff 

Men's track and field fin- 
ished first place in the Sun 
Belt Championships at Ar- 
kansas State University last 
weekend with a score of 
131 points placing Western 
Kentucky in second. 

Carl Morgan further im- 
pressed as well earning a 
NCAA provisional mark af- 
ter placing first in the Long 
Jump with a leap of 24-10.00. 
Stanley Gbagbeke came in 
second behind Carl Morgan 
with a personal best 24-06.50 
jump to earn a NCAA provi- 
sional mark as well. 

Morgan and Gbagbeke 
scored a combined 41 points 
for the Men's team in the 
first day of competition. 

An outstanding perfor- 
mance from sophomore 
Festus Chemaoi in both the 
800-meter and the 1 mile 
run helped to secure the Blue 

Raiders' Victory. Chemaoi 
continued to score points for 
the Raiders by placing second 
behind William Songock in 
the 3,000 meter. 

Freshman Roscoe Payne 
impressed crowds plac- 
ing second in the 55-meter 
hurdles with a time of 7.36 
behind Junior DeRay Sloss. 
Sloss placed first with a 
time of 7.36 seconds. 

The women's track team 
placed second of 11 last 
weekend, garnering 93 to- 
tal points in the Sun Belt 
Championships. 

In addition to team ac- 
colades, junior distance 
runner Sarah Nambawa 
was chosen as the Most 
Outstanding Female Field 
Athlete. Nambawa earned 
the award after an eventful 
season in which she shat- 
tered records in the triple 
jump and the 800 meter. 

Nambawa, junior 
Zamzam Singau, and junior 

Brittany Cox highlighted 
the overall performance. 

Senior TraMayne Gill- 
yard took fourth in the 400 
meter sprint, while Ashley 
Comstock finished fifth in 
the mile and 3000 meter. 

"Ashley Comstock really 
made a bigdifference for us," 
said MT track head coach 
Dean Hayes. "It was really 
great to see her do well as a 
senior. Sarah and Zamzam 
were our biggest contribu- 
tors, but I was really proud 
of all our athletes." 

This is the end of the in- 
door season of MT track 
and field. Select athletes 
will travel to Ames, Iowa, 
for the NCAA Last Chance 
Meet next weekend, with a 
possibility of qualifying for 
the NCAA Indoor 

The teams will begin 
their outdoor track eason 
March 21 at Rhodes Col- 
lege in Memphis, at the 
Rhodes Open Meet. 

Photo b) Jay Bailey, KaflfphocopaphcT 
Sophomore Nyeisha Wright (center) sprints down the track in the 55-meter dash in the Murphy 
Center during the MT Valentine Invitational. 
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