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Official numbers tallied

Staff Reports

MTSU’s official student cen-
sus indicates that enrollment
has surpassed the 21,000
plateau that may make it the
second largest school in the
state of Tennessee.

As of Sept. 4, the final head-
count for the fall of 2002 semes-
ter was 21,163 students.

Enrollment figures were sub-
mitted to Bob Glenn, vice
provost of Enrollment
Management and vice president
for Student Affairs, and the
Tennessee Board of Regents.
The figures were submitted by
Sherian Huddleston, director of

R SN

records and interim assistant
vice provost of enrollment
management.

MTSU’s headcount is nearly
1,100 more than the previous
mark of 20,073 students in
2001, which represents a 5.4
percent increase from last year’s
numbers.

The full-time equivalent
record for fall 2002 of 18,150 is
an increase of 1,026, nearly a 6
percent rise from the 17,124
total submitted last year.

Full-time equivalent stu-
dents factor in as part of the
funding formula used by the
TBR to distribute funds.

MTSU’s total fall enrollment

for 2002 includes 16,309 full-
time students, 4,854 part-time
students, 19,160 undergradu-
ates and 2,003 graduate stu-
dents.

More than 3,100 new fresh-
men enrolled this fall, along
with 1,914 new transfer stu-
dents from other universities

A total of 938 students have
enrolled in the Regents Online
Degree program, 454 of which
are new graduate students.

MTSU will soon know if it

has passed the University of

Memphis and moved into sec-

ond behind the University of

Tennessee as the second largest
school in the state. ®
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2002 Enrollment facts and figures

Fall 2002 Fall 2001 °

Total headcount 21,163 20,073

Full-time equivalent i :

First-time freshmen

Graduate 1998 18,432
Male E 1997 18,366
Female 11,525 10,913 1996 17,924
African American 2,428 2,215 1995 17,424
In-state 19,402 18,345 1994 17,120
Out-of-state 1,484 1,458 1993 17,383
Non-resident aliens 277 270 1992 16,787
Regents Online Degree 484 191 1991 15,673

12 years of headcounts

. Inhonor of Sept. 11, MTSU

faculty and staff have orga-
nized a day of remembrance
devoted to honoring the events
of that day and allowing stu-
dents to express their feelings.

Sept. | | in reflection

Deborah Newman teaches a
class titled “Terrorism and the
Criminal Justice System,”
offered for the first time this
semester (12:25 p.m. in Peck
Hall, Room 103B). The class
on Sept. 11 will be devoted to
remembering and discussing
the events of Sept. 11.

“During the class, I will be
asking students to comment

Commemoratlve events

event. I also plan to play one or
two of the most

dents why a particular song
became so popular during that
time.

For more information, con-
tact Newman at 898-2630.

Sept. | | in discussion

Elvira Casal, assistant pro-
fessor of English, will hold a
moment of silence in two of
her classes.

“I will probably start with a
moment of silence and then
invite students to discuss their
memories/impressions of the
event for the first five to 10

For more mbnnauon. con-
tact Casal at 898-2668.

Sept. | | in interaction

Maria Clayton, assistant
professor of English, will hold
a moment of silence at the
beginning of each of her class-
es at 7, 8:05 and 11:20 a.m. in
Peck Hall.

“In advance of that day, 'm
going to ask my students that
they make a concentrated
effort on Sept. 11 to be even
more kind, gracious and gen-
erous to others, as we were
right after the tragic events;
perhaps it will reinforce these

on such questions as how Sept.  minutes of class,” Casal said. good habits once again.”

11 affected their lives or what Her classes will also be talk- For more information, con-

they remember most about the  ing about the tension between  tact Clayton at 898-2585, ¢
R PR A8 2. T2 o #3011
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Office outlines
hazing policies

Punishments
vary according
to severity of

alleged actions

By Stephanie Hill
Staff Writer

Hazing. Just what is it exact-
ly and what is MTSU’s policy on
the subject?

Webster’s Dictionary defines
hazing as “to subject (as a fresh-
man or fraternity pledge) to
treatment intended to put in

ridiculous or disconcerting
positions.”

The Constitution of the
Interfraternity Council of

MTSU defines hazing as the
“action taken or situation creat-
ed by any member of a chapter
intentionally or unintentionally,
on or off fraternity premises, to
produce mental or physical dis-
comfort, embarrassment,
harassment or ridicule. Such
activities and situations include
paddling of any form, creation
of quests, treasure hunts, scav-
enger hunts, excessive fatigue,
physical and psychological
shocks or any other activities of
like and tasteless form.”

“In my opinion, hazing is
anything that causes physical or
emotional harm for the purpose
of joining an organization,” said
Kim Godwin, director of Greek
Life. “Whether that harm be
serious threat, bodily harm or
mental issues, the act is still ille-
gal and the punishment will fit
the severity of the crime.”

Article VI of the constitution
also states, “The IFC believes
that true fraternalism is nur-
tured in an atmosphere of social

and moral responsibility,
respect for duly constituted
authority and loyalty to the
principles of higher education.
While social behavior cannot be
legislated, a fraternity without
morally sound precepts and
practices is not a constructive
influence upon college men.”

“Hazing is a cop-qut for
building brother- or sisterhood
in an organization,” Godwin
said. “It is basically scaring the
individual into liking that orga-
nization. When a fraternity or
sorority breaks this policy,
action will be taken.”

When an organization gets
caught hazing, the matter is
handled swiftly, she said.
Treatment is on a case-by-case
manner and is determined by
how extreme the action was.
Smaller offenses result in edu-
cating the organization, whereas
severe offenses could land the
group on probation or banned
from campus.

“It does not matter if your
organization meets on or off
campus,” Godwin said. “Our
policy is still enforced and if you
are caught hazing, you will be
punished. It is still against the
law no matter where you are.”

The school also has an Office
of Judicial Affairs and
Mediation Services whose mis-
sion is to “promote a learning
environment that is safe, posi-
tive and in which the rights of
all members of the campus
community are respected.”

Their philosophy also states,
“We believe the disciplinary

process is an educational
process as opposed to a punitive
process. The disciplinary

See Hazing, 2

‘Table francaise’ promotes foreign speech

By Michael Haynes
Staff Writer

Qui veut parler frangais?
Who wants to speak French?

At MTSU it is possible for
students to gather at the
Woodmore Cyber Café to do
just that.

“This is an opportunity for
students to speak French with
native speakers,” said Rachel
Courty, a graduate teaching
assistant in foreign languages.

“This is a concept used in a
lot of universities. It encourages
people to chat in French in an
informal setting,”  said
Rosemary Kew, a foreign lan-
guage professor.

Whether students are begin-
ners or more advanced, the
table frangaise offers a relaxed
environment in which to learn
and converse.

“It can work for speakers of

different levels because you get
to listen to spoken French,” Kew
said, “which should encourage
beginners to speak. ... One can
hear and observe the exchanges
between the speakers.”

Photo by Michael Haynes | Staff Photographer
Sophomore Tala Chaiyavong and graduate student Jason
Simpson converse in French at Thursday’s open table.

The table frangaise is open to
students of all majors and abili-
ty levels.

“In the past, we have had

See French, 3
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Dorm renovations disrupt slumbering students in Lyon Hall
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Renovations to the Lyon Hall porch began in late August
and will continue until early November.

Post office:

employees and .1ppm\1nmtd\
10 student workers who staff
the post office.

According to Patty, the time-
liness with which boxes are
assigned at the start of a new
semester actually has to do with
registration, not
\\hi\h 1S

graduating
seniors, a common
misconception.

“After evervbody registers,
the computer goes in there, and
picks up everybody that needs a
box,” she said. “The problem is
that we keep extending the late
payment deadline

“We try to wait as long as we
can, to be sure that everybody
that had

a box the previous

By Lindsay Palmer
Staff Writer

Residents trying to exit
through the rear doorway of
Lyon Hall Aug. 26 found a bar-
ricade set up to keep anyone
from coming in or out.

Renovations began that day
at9am.

The area coordinator, Jerri-
Kaye Mabe, issued a letter to the
dorm residents stating that the
construction would last from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

Sarah Sudak, director of
Housing and Residential Life,
said the project was not sched-
uled to be done before
November.

“The primary work is replac-
ing the back porch,” said Sudak.

She noted that, currently, the
columns supporting the back

porch are crumbling, and that
there is work to be done on the
roof as well.

The residents were warned in
the letter that it might be neces-
sary to cover some of the dorm
windows during certain phases
of the construction.

However, the area coordina-
tor assured the residents that, if
boards were used to cover the
windows, ~ they would be
removed at night to allow a safe
exit in case of a fire.

The letter also stated that if
the residents’ windows were
covered with paper, then in case
of a fire, they should rip off the
paper for a safe escape.

“It doesn’t particularly both-
er me, but it seems like they
could have done it this past
summer when nobody was on
campus,”  said freshman

Suzanne Long.

Several other students voiced
the same opinion.

In response to the residents’
general query on why the reno-
vations were not finished dur-
ing the summer vacation, Sudak
responded that the project had
never been scheduled for the
summer term.

Because of the school’s busy
schedule, the renovations were
intentionally slated to go under-
way in late August, Sudak said.

Until the construction ends
in November, students must
resort to using the side doors if
they are entering from the park-
ing lot.

Construction is slated to end
some time in October. For more
information, contact Sudak at
898-2860. ¢

General delivery causes mixed emotions from students

semester will get their old boxes
back.”

Boxes getting
signed the day fees are due, and
if a student has not paid what he
or she owes, the box is automat-
ically deleted.

According to Patty, the post
office is constantly turning over
boxes when students drop class

start reas-

es or leave school. Therefore, the
process of Js.\ignlng boxes is
ongoing.

“The post office told me |
may not get a box until
semester, but that I should keep
(hL‘Cklng in each week,
Jennifer Whitnall, a
living in Corlew Hall

“I'm kind of OK with it
it kind of

next

said

freshman

but

makes me mad

because my parents don’t want
to send my mail general delivery
because they worry about it get-
ting stolen or something hap-
pening to it,” she said.

Although this is a common
fear among students who must
have their mail delivered gener-
al delivery, Patty said general
delivery is actually quicker than
having a post office box because
the mail is automatically put at
instead of having
to be sorted out to be put into a
box.

According to Patty, some stu
dents prefer general delivery.

“It’s real unusual to watch,
but they get that personal atten
tion, and the window clerks
know them and they know their

the window,

LSU defends anthrax firing

By Kayla Gagnet
The Reveille

(Louisiana State U.)

(U-WIRE) Chancellor
Mark Emmert announced
Tuesday his decision to fire
Steven Hatfill, the recently-
hired biomedical expert whom
the FBI s investigating in con-
nection with last fall’s anthrax
mailings.

The university hired Hatfill
July 1 as the associate director of
the National Center for
Biomedical Research and
Training, a division of
Continuing Education funded
by the U.S. Justice Department.

Emmert placed Hatfill on 30
days paid leave Aug. 2 after the
FBI began searching his
Maryland home.

“In taking this action, the
university is making no judg-
ment as to Dr. Hatfill’s guilt or
innocence regarding the FBI
investigation,” Emmert said in a
statement.

usage

and wrifing?

position in JUB 310

yse in everyday speech

You can get paid for that!

Call 898-2337 for more info or
apply for a copy editing

Must have knowledge of AP style

Emmert’s statement cited
concerns for the university to
fulfill contractual obligations
and maintain academic integri-
ty as reasons for terminating
Hatfill, but would not elaborate.

“It is the university’s policy
and practice to not discuss
specifics of personnel actions,”
he said.

Emmert refused to comment
on Hatfill’s termination in rela-
tion to future hiring proce-
dures.

“We are confident that we
have been thoughtful, objective

and fair in this decision,” he
said.
Emmert said Hatfill has

received the standard 30-day
notice before termination.

Victor Glasberg, Hatfill’s
attorney, said the university
notified him and his client of
the termination but did not give
a specific reason.

He said “simple fairness”
warrants “a more elaborate
explanation as to why a distin-

guished scientist is not allowed
to begin his work.”

Glasberg said Hatfill is not
and has not been considered a
suspect by the FBI.

“l think this is an under-
standable yet regrettable conse-
quence of the defamation that
has plagued Dr. Hatfill for
months,” Glasberg said.

According to media reports,
Hatfill worked for the U.S.
Army  Medical Research
Institute for Infectious Diseases
in Frederick, Md., from 1997 to
1999. USAMRIID is the nation’s
premier bio-warfare research
facility ~where biomedical
weapons such as anthrax are
studied.

Emmert told The Reveille
last month he felt the University
went thr()ugh an appropriate
informal background check
when hiring Hatfill. At the time,
he said the University would
examine the issue of mandatory
bagkground checks in the com-
ing month. 4
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name and they get all excited.
We've had people assigned a
box and they say, ‘I'd rather
come up here (to the window)
and get my mail,”” Patty said.

The long lines at the post
office frequently come in spurts,
according to Patty. The lines are
caused by students rushing to
the post office in between class-
es, she said, and the lines for
general delivery create an extra
line of students.

The best way for students to
avoid long post office lines is to
come earlier in the morning, or
later in the afternoon. Patty sug-
gests not coming during the
middle of the day when the
Keathley University Center is
full of students trying to run

A leacher som |

Goes hungry again tonight

errands in between classes.

“You're always going to have
one or two angry about some-
thing, but generally the students
are great,” Patty said when asked
if there have been any upset stu-
dents or parents.

“We love working with them,
and the parents too, and I think
the main concern is that they
just get their mail. And that’s
our concern too, so we do
everything we can to make sure
they are given adequate mail
service.”

Students who need a post
office box also have the option
of opening one up at a local
post office. Any questions
regarding can be directed to
Patty at 898-2459. ¢

One out of Lvery six children in America
s ving In @ state of poverty. And that's
one oo many American dreams broken
One 100 many Amencan childhoods at
risk, threatened by the daily struggle
o secure enough lood. enough shelter.
enocugh medicine jus? 1o survive Neardy
12,000.000 precious lives hanging in a
brutally uncertain balance Sisteen
percent of all our children — a poveny

rate that's higher than any other age

group But who cares to notice?
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Hazing:

process allows individuals the
opportunity to learn from their
mistakes, while at the same time
protecting the rights of all
members of the university com-
munity.”

“The last reported case on
campus was last November,”
said John Dickerson, assistant
dean for Judicial Affairs and
Mediation Services. “The prob-
lem we have on campus is that
people do not report cases so we
do not have enough evidence on
hazing being a huge problem.”

When an organization gets
caught hazing, the office will
investigate the matter and the

institution officials will set
sanctions forth.

If the sanctions are not
accepted, that organization has
a right to appeal to the
University Discipline
Committee, which hears cases

referred to it by the dean of
Student Life and makes its rec-
ommendations to the vice pres-
ident for Student Affairs.

If the verdict is appealed
back to the University
Discipline Committee, the mat-
ter goes to the Student Appeals
Committee. Examples of sanc-
tions include verbal warnings, a
written reprimand, community
service hours, removal of privi-
leges, suspension and expulsion.
The Judicial Affairs statistics
stated that from summer 2001
to spring 2002, five cases of haz-
ing were reported.

“Hazing is not a huge prob-
lem on campus, although I am
not naive in knowing that it
does not occur,” Dickerson said. 4
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Concert in the

Wright Music
Building

8:45 p.m. -
Candlelight

KUC Knoll

| A moment of silence and reflection will be observed at 9:11 p.m. in
' honor of those who lost their life and risked their life during the
attack last year. The Student Government Association will provide
the candles for the memorial.

All Events Will Take Place on Wednesday, September 11, 2002

12:00 p.m. - Music

Music Hall of the

Memorial on the

MTSU’s Schedule of Events For September 11

In Memory of Those Who Lost Their Life and Those
Who Risked Their Life During Last Year’s Tragedy

» Several faculty members of the MTSU School of Music
will present a concert commemorating the attack on the

_ September 11.

publlc The concert will
Iast between 30 minutes

World Trade Center and
This will

be a free, informal con-
cert and is open to the

m——to one hour.

. During this memorial,

the following agencies will be recognized:

representatives from

MTSU Department of Public Safety

Murfreesboro Police Department

Murfreesboro Fire Department

Rutherford County Emergency Management Agency
Rutherford County Emergency Medical Services
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1
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1
1
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306 SE Broad St. Murfreesboro, TN 37130
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French: Conversation group blurs borders

Continued from |

students and faculty gather to
speak about many topics,” said
Vilay Ly, a graduate teaching
assistant in foreign languages.
“Last semester we had a
business professor and foreign
language professors partici-

pate,” said Ly, who led the con-
versation group during the

spring semester.

Thursday was the inaugural
meeting for the semester.

There were 10 students who
attended, of whom three were
French, two were German and
five were American.

“I've never studied French
until now, and [ came to listen
to the spoken language,” said
Rebecca Hanks, a special stu-

Photo by Michael Haynes | Staff Photographer

Freshman Nicole Brackett, junior Leah Thornhill and
Sophomore Tala Chaiyvong (left to right) discuss topics
in French at the table francaise.

MTTYV looks for fresh faces

By Patrick Chinnery
Assistant News Editor

If you've ever wanted to see
your face on television, now’s
your chance.

MTSU’s student-run televi
sion station will be holding
open auditions for on-air per-
sonalities Sept. 16, 17 and 18.

Host positions for Open Line
With President McPhee, news
anchor and reporter positions
are all looking to be filled.

Open Line will be returning
for its second semester. Last
year’s host, Neil Price, will be
returning as the other man
behind the desk.

Producers are looking to

select two co-hosts as well as
understudies for all three parts.

“It’s a great opportunity for
anyone wants to get
involved with the television sta
tion,” said

who

Terra Grant, station
manager for Channel 10
.\I\U .I\JI]‘”“L' dre

spots on the four-nights-a-week

anchor

news broadcast
In addition to reporters and

.lmhnl'm the show needs l‘x“‘}‘la

with technical experience (o
join the production crew

Lack of experience isn't a
problem

“We need just about every
body,” Grant said.

‘We are trying to open up
our shows so that vou don't

dent taking French classes.
“This is an international set-
ting,” Kew said.
“In the past we've had inter-
national students from other
countries also participate.”

Tonya Tami and Jason
Simpson, foreign language
GTAs, worked with some of the
beginners.

They used hand and verbal
cues to assist with their compre-
hension of French.

Tami, a doctoral student
from France, is at MTSU to
teach, write a dissertation and
take courses related to her dis-
sertation.

This semester she is charged
with leading the discussion
groups.

The table francaise meets on
Thursday afternoons beginning
at 12:30 p.m. in the Cyber Café.

According to Kew, a second
time slot may soon be avail-
able.

For more information about
the table francaise, contact Kew
at 898-2283 or e-mail her at
rakew@mtsu.edu. @

have to be a broadcast major to
get on. We can teach people to
be talent.”

here will be a general inter-
est meeting for anyone with an
interest in Channel 10 Thursday
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 221 of the
Learning Resources Center.

he procedure for launching
new shows as well as details on
the talent auditions will be dis-
cussed at the meeting.

It is mandatory for everyone
who wants to have their own
show that they be present at the
meeting.

For further information,
contact Channel 10 at 898-5050
or Terra Grant at 474-3355. @

Positions open for legislature

Staff Reports

The Tennessee Legislative
Internship Program has several
spots available for internships at
the state Capitol.

The internships will take
place during the 2003 session of
the Tennessee General Assembly
and run from Jan. 13 until May
31, or until one week after the
Assembly adjourns, whichever
occurs first.

The schedule does not coin-
cide with the semester calendar
and spring break is not
observed.

Applicants must be regis-
tered to vote in Tennessee and

must be enrolled as juniors, sen-
iors or graduate students in
degree programs in political sci-
ence, history, law, social work,
administration,  economics,
journalism, sociology or related
fields.

Each intern will be paid a
stipend of $325, plus a one-time
advance payment of $325 to
cover costs incurred. Students
can earn 12 hours of academic
credit for the program. Two
internships are offered, one
through the state that allows
students to earn a letter grade,
and one through the university
that has a pass/fail option.

Interns will be assigned to
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and

work in legislative offices and
committees and will be expect-
ed to work 8:00 am. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Duties will vary, but may
include bill analysis, constituent
work, computer and library
research and
work.

Interns will also be expected
to attend weekly meetings, usu-
ally on Fridays.

Applications can be picked
up in professor Mark Byrnes'
office in Peck Hall room 247,

general office

and must be completed and

returned by Oct. 7.
For more information, call
Byrnes at 898-2351. &
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Fraternity will recruit

By Jason Cox
Managing Editor

The Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity will be allowed to par-
ticipate in recruitment activities
this week.

SAE, which is on social pro-
bation until the fall of 2004,
submitted requests to the
Judicial Affairs and Greek Life
offices, as dictated by the terms
of the probation

Judicial Affairs has “given
[SAE] a lot of leeway,” according
to John Dickerson, assistant
dean of Judicial Affairs and
Mediation Services.

Dickerson said this consider-
ation was given to the fraternity
because the university did not
wish to impede recruitment and
alumni relations.

Under the terms of the pro-
bation, SAE may not host or
sponsor social events with the
exception of approved home-
coming and recruitment activi-
ties until the end of the spring
2003 semester, but still will be
allowed to host philanthropic
events, most notably the Miss
MTSU Pageant, a scholarship
event.

SAE is eligible for review of
social probation in 2003. The
fraternity is on disciplinary pro-
bation until the end of the fall
2004 semester.

Dickerson said the fraternity
is eligible to petition for review
in the fall of 2003 and the spring
of 2004 of the sanctions.

He said these reviews were
added after the fraternity sent a
letter to university President
Sidney McPhee on June 10, fol-
lowing the procedure set in the
Students’ Rights and
Responsibilities  Handbook,
requesting review of the sanc-
tions.

According to Dickerson and
a press release issued by the fra-
ternity, the request disputed the
charge that SAE violated disci-
plinary offense 16A, which is
listed in the handbook as “falsi-
fication, distortion, or misrep-
resentation of information to
the judicial officer or judicial
body.”

“The chapter realizes that it
should be disciplined for its
actions, but feels that it has been
wronged by a heavy-handed
university administration,” SAE
President James Festervand said
in the press release.

“There was never intent to
harm anyone and in retrospect
the fraternity regrets hosting the
event. We want to create a posi-
tive from this situation, learn
from the mistake and grow to be
a better fraternity.”

McPhee designated Bob
Glenn, vice president for

Student Affairs and vice provost
for enrollment management, to
review the matter, Dickerson
said.

“Dr. Glenn felt that [the
sanctions] were appropriate,
but, as a compromise, he asked
that I add a review in the fall of
2003 and the spring of 2004,”
Dickerson said.

Festervand was not available
for comment, but said in the
press release that “the fraternity
realizes that the comments
made at our social event were
inappropriate and we have
apologized for our behavior.”

The disciplinary violations,
in addition to the misrepresen-
tation of information charge,
were disorderly conduct and
consumption of alcoholic bev-
erages on campus.

SAE was charged with, but
found not responsible for, con-
duct dangerous to others.

The sanctions are a result of
events that occurred during the
fraternity’s Paddy Murphy week
last spring, where a roast of fra-
ternity members resulted in sev-
eral SAE members giving
descriptions of sexual encoun-
ters between members of the
fraternity and sorority sisters in
attendance. ®

Science proves attractiveness
increases with alcohol intake

By Dana Dejong
lowa State Daily (Iowa State U.)

U-WIRE) - The concept of
“beer goggles” has finally been
backed up by scientific data.

Thanks to the research of
two Scottish professors, con-
sumers of alcohol now have
proof that a few drinks increas-
es the chance of them finding
someone else attractive — by 25
percent.

In the study, 80 students
from the University of Glasgow
examined photographs of 120
St. Andrews University students
after having a few drinks.

The study was conducted by
professors . Barry Jones of
Glasgow and Ben Jones of St.
Andrews.

Participants rated the attrac-
tiveness of the photos on a scale
of one to seven, with seven hav-
ing the highest attraction factor.
After one to two drinks, men
and women were 25 percent
more likely to find faces of the
opposite sex attractive.

“Everyone knows it is a com-
mon phenomenon,” said Rich
Parizek, manager of The Keg
Shop. “It’s an established fact.”

Barry Tewes, manager of
Paddy’s, agreed this study is not
a big revelation.

“Honestly it doesn’t surprise
me at all. [ see it every week,” he
said. “It's interesting, but it’s

definitely not surprising.”

In the world of science, the
results of the study aren’t new,
either.

“From a  neuroscience
prospective, it’s not surprising,”
said Brian Brooks, graduate
assistant in psychology and
neurosciences at lowa State
University. “Any substance that
alters brain activity alters per-
ceptions.”

The study shows there’s a
relation between drinking alco-
hol and judging facial attrac-
tiveness, Brooks said.

However, he said showing a
relationship between the two is
not adequate to understanding
the brain’s complexities.

“The study brings out more
questions than answers,” Brooks
said.

The Jones’ study suggests
that alcohol stimulates the part
of the brain that determines
attractiveness — the nucleus
accumbens.

Brooks said the amygdala, a
part of the brain that controls
anxiety levels, which is not con-
sidered in the new research, is
suppressed by alcohol.

This in turn reduces anxiety
and lowers inhibitions, he said.
This could have an affect on the
judgment of attractiveness that
wasn’'t considered in the
Scottish study.

“These people have uncov-

ered a perceptual effect for the
‘beer goggle’ effect, but there
may be more to it,” he said.

More research would be
required to find out the mecha-
nisms that change perceptions
and judgment, Brooks said.

Alcohol can affect how indi-
viduals judge how positive a
stimulus is, including an indi-
vidual’s attractiveness, he said.
A few drinks can also make a
situation seem more rewarding
than prior to drinking, Brooks
said.

“The "beer goggle’ effect may
only be one reason there is a
relationship between sexual
activity and alcohol,” he said.
The exact connection is likely
much more complex, Brooks .
said.

Though the specific reason
alcohol has this effect on people
is not known, to Brooks the lit-
tle information known is wor-
thy of consideration.

Based on the new study and
previous studies on the affects
of alcohol on various brain
functions, Brooks has some
advice for those who consume
alcohol.

“Be aware of how profound-
ly alcohol can impair us,” he
said. ¢

U-Wire contributed to this
story.
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than the score indicated.

Dame did it in 1999.

direction. ®

From the Editorial Board
Fan support, defense
encouraged Raiders

When it comes down to it, Middle Tennessee fans
can’t be too unhappy with the 26-3 loss at the
University of Tennessee Saturday. Those who watched
the game knew that the matchup was much closer

For instance, with the exception of the two touch-
downs scored during the first quarter, MT’s defense
kept the Vols out of the end zone for the rest of the
game. This would be an impressive feat for any top
team but, for the Blue Raider defense, this is nothing
short of spectacular. The staff gives its congratulations
to the oft-criticized defense for its best performance in
recent memory, particularly Brandon Lynch, who
knocked the crap out of UT quarterback Casey
Clausen to set up a field goal attempt by the Vols.
Defensive lineman Kareem Bland blocked the field
goal, which has not happened to UT since Notre

These plays and the interception in the end zone by
Muhammad Rashada redeemed the Blue Raiders and
gave the defense a long-overdue confidence boost.

Unfortunately, the critically acclaimed MT offense
sputtered, stalled and just plain sucked at times.
Endrico Hines, who just might do MT more good
lined up at Dwone “No Heisman” Hicks’ spot, could-
n’t get anything done in the air and employed the rush
entirely too often. Despite the criticism, we give props
to Hines, both for being the team’s leading offensive
weapon and for taking responsibility for some bad
plays in the post-game press conference.

While orange dominated the Neyland landscape,
we also thank the masses of blue that populated
Knoxville and the stadium. It would have been really
easy for fans to catch the game on the radio or pay-
per-view television, but MT managed to sell out its
9,000 tickets. It's no 100,000, but it’s a step in the right

isn’t good,

Amber Bryant
Opinions Editor

If our fabulous state
has anything more

detestable than the
Tennessee State Fair, [
haven’t experienced it.
When | was young
and oblivious, I looked
forward to frolicking on
the giant concrete play-
ground each year so I
could ride the pirate ship
that rocks back and
forth. 1 ignored the
moth-eaten pirate with
the demonic face, the
putrid smells and the
sound of the rusty,
grinding chains operat-
ing the machine. Now,
when I see the commer-
cial early in September, I
can’t help but cringe and
flee to my happy place.
Last year, I went
against the voices within
and gave the fair another
chance. 1 breathed
through my mouth and
hoped the smell of sug-
arcoated urine wouldn’t

From the Opinions Editor
Tennessee State Fair

clean fun

permanently adhere to
my skin. Every ride, most
of which were operated
by toothless characters
plucked straight out of
Stephen King’s imagina-
tion, made me feel like
chucking for an entire
day  afterwards. I
attribute my nausea to a
mix of scent and overen-
thusiastic ride operators.
After an evening of dis-
gust, barring the inside
exhibits and the horses, I
bathed with Clorox and
vowed never to go again.

Fair-loving locals are
settling for much less
than is available. Smaller
county fairs are usually
cleaner, quainter and less
expensive. Sure, there are
few or no rides, but that
means the risk of experi-
encing a new kind of
horrifying death isn’t as
great.

Tennessee should give
this annual practice a
good scrubbing before it
permanently suggests we
are as backwoods and
uncivilized as other
inhabitants of the coun-
try think. Going by our
state fair, we all deserve
to be in cages.

Last week, we asked
readers, “Do you think
MTSU has achieved
what the founders
intended?”

Yes, we've grown
# substantially from

Middle Tennessee

Normal School.

No, we've
B declining in quality
ever since 1911.

Sidelines online poll results

(23%)

(0%)

(77%)
The founders couldn’t
have known what

been [l would have been con-

sidered an “achieve-
ment” in the future.

Visit www.mtsusidelines.com to answer this week’s
poll question, “How much money did you spend
to watch the Middle Tennessee-Tennessee game?”
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Attendance not always necessary

I’m Just a Girl

Wendy Caldwell
Staff Columnist

Some classes are boring.
There are times when, after
I've dragged my over-
worked, under-rested body
out of bed, I feel 'm wast-
ing my time. [ fight to stay
awake and I find miyself
wishing I had just stayed in
bed.

This brings me to a rule
I despise: attendance poli-
cies. Some classes have
them; some do not. I agree
that sometimes these poli-

cies are useful. For exam-
ple, a physical education
class that requires physical
activity is one you should
go to in order to get an A.

If, on the other hand,
the class is full of dull
information that you
already know, why should
you be expected to go to
class? You're only going to
be bored while the rest of
the class tries to under-
stand the simple concepts
you've already mastered. If
you were a foreign
exchange student in
Germany, would you go to
an English class? I doubt it.
You'd probably only show
up on test days. Good for
you.

Let’s not forget the sick.

I can’t stand those who
don’t excuse absences for
sickness or family emer-
gencies. For instance, last
semester I obtained a love-
ly case of walking pneu-
monia. Needless to say, I
had to miss some classes.
Most of my professors
were understanding and
forgiving of this. No one
should be expected to go to
class with pneumonia, let
alone get out of bed.
Here’s another factor:
Laziness. We all get lazy
sometimes. Everyone
needs a day off. A day in
bed does wonders, espe-
cially when you've damn
near killed yourself by
overexerting your brain
and staying up studying all

hours of the night. A
month of that and you will
need a day off. If you're
just going to sleep or talk
with your friends the
entirety of the class, don’t
waste everyone’s time.

You're essentially suck-
ing the life force out of the
class. Stay in bed. I'll be
sure to return the favor if
and when I'm in a similar
situation.

This goes for professors
as well, especially mine. If
you're feeling a little over-
whelmed midway through
the semester, take a day off.
I won’t feel cheated.

[ understand atten-
dance policies will proba-
bly be around as long as
the state legislature keeps

holding back money. I'm
fully aware of the mone-
tary benefits. 1 just don’t
care enough to work
myself to the point of
being sick because of it. We
are adults. We know when
we need to be in class.

Attendance  policies
help us get more money,
and, in some instances, are
necessary for success in
class.

However, this isn’t
always the case; therefore,
attendance policies should
not apply to the exceeding-
ly brilliant, ill or lazy. ¢

Wendy Caldwell is a
sophomore math major and
can be reached via e-mail at
VISA717@aol.com.

Christians, atheists: stop slinging mud

By Stephen Brace
Guest Columnist

I’'m appalled at all the
mudslinging. I see this
back and forth “Open your
mind, shut your piehole”
from the Editorial Board
(Sidelines, Sept. 5) disturb-
ing, both in the attitude it
was written, as well as the
individual responses from
the professing Christians
mentioned in the article.

Mudslinging, proclaim-
ing a theory as fact and just
plain hiding behind pretty
names, be it holier-than-
thou Christians or arro-
gant Campus Freethought

To the Editor:

Ludemann.

well-balanced editorial.

Bret Hooper

To the Editor:

J.K. Robbins

Alliance advocates, is no
reason to be smug. I do
believe in the resurrection
of Jesus, but not because I
haven’t examined the
opposing view. I think
Christian apologist
Norman Geisler gives a
brilliant explanation for
the resurrection conflicts
when he writes, “The fact
that various accounts do
not fit together with per-
fect ease should be expect-
ed of authentic testimony
from independent witness-
es. Were the accounts per-
fectly harmonious on the
surface, there would be
suspicion of collusion.

Letters to the Editor
Lecture proves alliance is freely thinking

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary defines “freethinker” as “one
who forms opinions on the basis of reason independently of authority; esp. one
whose beliefs differ markedly from those of an established religion, usually in the
direction of skepticism or denial of established belief”

Mr. Spencer Hyatt, in his letter to Sidelines (Sept. 5), says “The Campus
Freethought Alliance promotes anything but free thought.” From this statement,
one would believe that the CFA promotes the opposite of free thought, which is
unquestioning acceptance of orthodoxy. However, if that be the case, it seems
strange that they would sponsor such an unorthodox thinker as Professor

The very fact that they did bring Ludemann to our campus suggests that their
name is exactly descriptive of them, and that they don’t “deceive people with a false
name,” as Mr. Hyatt charges.

On a related matter, I would like to commend Sidelines for an excellent and

Instructor, Mathematical Sciences

Atheists were also bludgeoned by attacks

In response to Wesley Jackson’s column (Sidelines, Sept. 5) — the battle of sci-
ence vs. religion will always exist. Some extremists will fight one another until the
day they die. Some will attempt to blend the two and find their own personal shel-
ter from the shrapnel that the others fire off. That's understood.

The column in question decided to jump off of the page and jab me in the eye
with its cruel, pointed finger when it stated, “For an atheist, such a calamity as Sept.
11 is meaningless.” Those are some strong words, fella, and one would have to be a
dolt and a dullard to believe such a thing. I'm an atheist and I woke up to the same
news that the rest of the world woke up to a year ago. If someone came into my
room and told me how I was feeling while I watched with my jaw frozen open as
the country’s tallest buildings imploded, taking with them thousands of people, I'd
smack them in the face repeatedly with a whiffle-ball bat. I have friends, as well as
family, in New York City. I immediately wondered if they were all right or not.
When the Pentagon was attacked, I wondered how the country I live in, which gives
me the freedom to choose what I believe in, was going to react to these hostile
actions. With a cowboy in the White House wanting to one-up his pappy, World
War I1I didn’t seem that far from a reality.

You see, atheists have feelings, too. We have the ability to differentiate what we
think is “right” from what we think is “wrong.” Jackson also goes on to say,
“Without God to give life importance as a whole,” atheists don’t think much dif-
ferent of Sept. 11 than the road kill we pass on the road. Atheists do not believe in
“God” or “heaven” or “hell.” Some might have their own personal ideas on what
happens after death, but I'm going to estimate that most atheists believe that this
is all we've got. We live life because we don’t believe in an afterlife like you do. So
who are you to tell us that atheists don’t think much of life? If anyone would care
to answer, please do so promptly. It’s not like we have all eternity.

That the events and order
are described from differ-
ing  perspectives that
depend on personal
involvement of the partici-
pants and some confusion
of detail at an intense and
bewildering moment is
exactly what one would
expect of  credible
accounts.”

I also think it pretty
foolish for 12 apostles and
thousands of disciples who
knew Jesus personally to
face death and persecution
at the hands of the secular
authorities. Better they all
recanted and lived a few
more years in peace than

be fed to lions, burned as
torches and crucified.
Then again, maybe their
actions testify to the truth-
fulness of his resurrection.

The free thinker can
quote Gerd, who is a great
speculator, when he states,
“Im wondering whether
Mark changed something.”
I can quote just as many
scholars who disagree with
him. If free thought is ever
going to be attained, it isn’t
going to come about by
excluding the Christian in
favor of the atheist, or vice
versa. People can be open-
minded, but that doesn’t
mean you have to agree,

nor do you have to sit there
and be told what you
believe is intellectually
defunct or made to feel
inferior.

I think if the CFA truly
supports freedom of
thought in a fair and
objective approach, they
would give equally respect-
ed professors, from oppos-
ing views, an equal amount
of time to “battle it out.” If
they don’t want to present
this type of fair and objec-
tive approach, perhaps
they’re afraid Christians
can be intellectuals and
persuade others to their
faith. &

Sidelines
occasional
watch for

mutton-heads.

If your heart is full
of good intentions,
don’t try to rob a store
— especially one with a
time-delay safe.

Also remember, if
you point a gun at
someone’s head, they
aren't likely to help you
pretend you had noth-
ing to do with the rob-
bery when the cops
arrive. Otherwise, your
experience might be
something like what
happened to Johnathan
Ortega and Miguel
Angel Correa when they
tried to knock off a
Pizza Hut.

The pizza perps
entered the Boston pizza
palace through a side
door early Friday morn-
ing and took the lone
working employee
hostage, tying him up in
the men’s bathroom
when he informed them
he didn’t have the com-
bination to the safe.

Ten minutes later, an
off-duty manager walk-
ing his dog stopped by
the store. Both man and
beast were shown to the
bathroom.

Employee Wilfredo
Rodriguez stopped by
next. After extracting a
promise that he would-
n’t call the cops, the
bungling burglars let
him go.

They should have
made him  pinky-
promise, cross his heart
and hope to die, because
he made a beeline to the
parking lot payphone

WHAT A SCHMUCK!

and dialed 911.

While the police were
en route, the manager
with the safe combina-
tion arrived for work.
He used the combina-
tion for the safe, but
pointed out to the inept
intruders that it would
be 15 minutes before the
door would swing open.
The manager was then
led to the bathroom.

However, when the
police showed up, the
bandit buffoons ran into
the bathroom and
begged the hostages to
let the police think that
the meatball marauders
were themselves prison-
ers. Store manager
Orlando Reyes agreed to
go along with the ruse
and tell the police what
happened.

Outside he went and
told the police the truth.
Johnny Law came in,
made arrests and every-
one went home happy.

Except for
Tweedledum and
Tweedledee, who now
face charges including
kidnapping, attempted
robbery, assault and bat-
tery with a dangerous
weapon and unlawful
possession of a firearm
and ammunition. ¢
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right to edit for gram-
mar, length and content.
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Man should be in pursuit of truth, absolutes

Joshua B. Parman
Guest Columnist

I was quite disturbed by the comic
strip Burnt Orange Peel presented in
the last issue of Sidelines (Sept. 5).

The comic features a conversation
between a student and Vincent van
Gogh as they make their way through a
modern art gallery. Van Gogh is obvi-
ously horrified at what passes for art as
the student explains that art is relative
to redefinition by the creator.

The master artist and student give
up on the argument and surmise that
van Gogh could not call himself an
artist by his own definition of art, and
therefore could not be the judge for
what is and is not art.

The fallacy lies not in what is or is
not to be considered art but in who or
what has the authority to dictate what
is or is not art. The author of the comic
strip merely presents us with two opin-
ions and provides us with no basis for

what is right or wrong.

It seems, in our age, we are prone to
base our opinions, thoughts, ways of
life and everything on the barbaric and
popular ideas of “different is good,” “be
all you can be,” “just do it,” “have it
your way,” “different strokes for differ-
ent folks” and “be yourself” This bla-
tant individualism is a dangerous phi-
losophy that is slowly shading the dif-
ference between right and wrong and,
eventually, will bring ruin on our soci-
ety. Most individuals see it as their
place to throw off the confines of social
structure and traditional concepts of
what is right.

This is more accurately described as
the inability of the individual to accept
responsibility. He sees the amount of
labor and effort required to meet the
undying standards of timeless values
and then fabricates new paradigms of
transient security.

If humans are the end, beginning
and middle of ourselves, if we have no

responsibility to a higher authority, if
we are to define our reasons for living,
our own laws, our own standards, our
own goals, wills, dreams and inspira-
tions, we have indeed lost the vision of
our very purpose for being here.

The most certain facet of life is that
there is a definite truth. To deny
mankind of this is to equate him with
mere nothingness. We see evidence
from life itself.

You deposit $10 in the bank, go
back the next day to find that the bank
decided that they no longer needed
rules and stated your account as having
$8. A teacher decides that the tradi-
tional grading scale is not convenient
for him, so he requires all students to
make a 90 in order to pass the class.

There are millions of other exam-
ples, some not quite so extreme and
others more so. But are these examples
so far-fetched?

In many elementary schools, a stu-
dent is never to be told that he or she is

wrong, only that they are right in a dif-
ferent way. Even at this institution we
are taught in the most diplomatic fash-
ion the pluralistic philosophy (what I
call intellectual sloth) of “whatever is
right for you is what is right; it does not
matter what you believe as long as you
believe it.” Court hearings all over the
world echo with pleas of temporary
insanity and victimization circum-
stances, both of which stem from the
pursuit of the redefinition of right and
wrong. For anyone this should scream,
“Do something!”

But what can be done? Where are
individual freedom and communal law
wed? How can humans be part of
something ‘larger than themselves
without compromising individuality?
Can submission and creativity mix?
How do you balance this cumbersome
and complex equation in a non-con-
frontational way?

The answer is a paradox not unlike
the questions. It comes from an indi-

vidual and fanatical devotion to the
truth. Were each man in pursuit of,
truth, regardless of where it may lead
him, willing to search the ages for the
absolutes and committed to something
higher than his own authority, he
could then stand atop the mountain of
life and shout down to all who care to
listen, “I found it.”

The words would echo through the
valley, between the hills summoning
forth like a great flood every creature to
see the treasure sought since the begin-
ning of time.

The truth lays dormant, earnestly
hoping to be discovered by one brave
enough for its provoking and vulgar
demeanor.

It is waiting for one unafraid to face
the challenge of overcoming the self
and submitting to the absolute. Will
truth have waited for us in vain?

Surely not, for, unlike the man,
truth knows no time. ®

UT dominated. How does that make you feel?
E-mail us at slopinio@mtsu.edu.

After a

Sidelines wants to know.

most a year, the effects still resonate.

Has Sept. 11 aftected your lie]

Call the Features desk at 898-2917
or e-mail slfeatur@mtsu.edu.

Please supply a name, a daytime phone
number and an e-mail address.
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Freethought Alliance makes waves

Campus organization
stands on free speech,
debate, discussion

of student differences

By Kristin Hall
Staff Writer

Mathew Pauley doesn’t think
science turns people away from
religion, but he says that the
way people are taught about sci
ence can be very decisive

“If you take scripture as truly
literal, meaning nothing is figu
rative and evervthing is the
exact word of God nli‘\iUU\l\ a
lot of science and reasoning is

Pauley

gomg o contradict it

said

miming to

the smaller

Pauley the president of
Campus Freethought Alliance,
which promotes pro-science lit
eracy, women’s rights, gay and

rights, race and age

lesbian
rights and First Amendment
rights.

“A lot of CFA
don’t agree with each other,”
Pauley said. “The fact is that we

students in

can discuss these differences.

For many students, keeping
an open mind to qlh'\‘linn\ ot
faith helps to strengthen their
understanding of God.

John Ingle, a freshman, said
he is looking for ways to expand
his horizons and open up
opportunities to freely discuss
religion on campus.

“1 don’t doubt my faith in
anything,” Ingle said, “but I
doubt what I'm told because I
want to search for my own rea-
sons.”

This is the kind of student
the CFA tends to attract.

However, Pauley said, they're
also facing a false interpretation
about what they stand for.

“When [ first found out
about this group,” Ingle said, “I
was really afraid it was an anti-
religious group.”

“We often get an anti-reli-
stigma,” Pauley said,
“which is untrue. We just assert
that one religion is not basically
better than another is. We are
more or less a watchdog group
on campus for infringements of
civil liberty rights.”

Ingle, like others, had a pre-
disposition to groups that pro-
moted science literacy.

“As far as | had been taught,
the word ‘freethought’ had
with

gious

been associated
atheism,” he said.

“You can’t really have a
debate  without different
beliefs,” Pauley said, noting that
CFA tends to cater to atheism.

“We're not that exclusionary of

always

people.

As far as the students already
involved in the group, Pauley
said that many of them came
out of a strict religious back
grnuml and don't I]&\\'\\.lrl;\
agree with their parents or
friends.

“We're not going to ostracize
people or make someone feel
unwelcome,” Pauley said

I'he main benefit of CFA is
the opportunity to talk to other

students, and lecturers, who

have different views and ideas

about religion

Tuesday’s lectur v Gerd
Ludemann, “Th loax of the
Resurrection rved S an
open forum I juestions of
faith and science, and st of
many possidiities | FA will pro
vide to discuss iss spiritu
ality

Ludemann’s lecture brought
out many questions from the
largely student-populated audi-
cnce. I'he
interested in discussing and
debating with the speaker that
the lecture went almost an hour
longer than expected.

Ludemann, who has written
more than 20 books on theolo-
gy and the New Testament, is a
professor at a Lutheran univer-
sity — the University of
Gottingen in Germany — but
renounced Christianity in 1998.

“More or less,” Pauley said,
“he is one of the best intellects
in the field; it just happens he is
not Christian.”

Not all of the students who
attended Ludemann’s lecture
agreed with him by the end, but
others were just interested in
hearing what he had to say.

“I'm not looking for proof
that Jesus wasn’t the Son of
God,” Ingle said. “I'm looking
for an alternate way to look at
things, so that I am better
equipped to see the truth.”

Many students try to keep
those two aspects separate.
Science, to some, has no basis
on divine interpretation and
religion does not affect our
earthly experiences.

Albert Einstein, a man con-
sidered to be one of the most
brilliant minds of the 20th cen-
tury, was often challenged by
journalists to define how he
dealt with religion.

His reply?

“All religions, arts and sci-
ences are branches of the same
tree.”

“Every time there’s a scientif-
ic discovery, it can also speak to

students were so

File photo

the grandeur of a deity

said. “In

keeps making God bigger
One of the reasons CFA

one respect, science

hoping to educate the student
body about different ways t
interpret religion is to decrease

ey C¢ mh orms of
niritualit
We will often voice an opin
1on that goes unheard,” Pauley
Pleased by the 1IcCess ol
nt, Paul ready lookin

ahead to future plans for the
'.Ll'ﬂ'd;‘.

CFA’s next event is a lecture
by Massimo Pigliucci, an assis
tant proiessor of ('u\]n_Q\ and
volution at the University of

n Knoxville.

NRCSSCC

Photo by Erin Barger | Contributor
Gerd Ludemann (left) fields questions during his presentation Tuesday in the Business and Aerospace Building.
Ludemann’s topic, titled “The Hoax of the Resurrection,” is part of a series of speakers sponsored by the Campus
Freethought Alliance. Freethought Alliance member Amanda Cotton (right) discusses topics after the presentation
with fellow students. Organization President Mathew Pauley said his group strives to act as a watchdog for students’
general civil liberties.

“We have to one-up this
event and the best way to do
that is try to make Pigliucci’s
lecture a debate,” Pauley said.

“It really should not be one-
\I\i&'\L‘ hn‘ \.H\i.

It’s less effective that way.” @

New sorority has different outlook

Group stresses ministry over social

By Stephanie Hughes
Staff Writer

The word “sorority” is going
to take on a new meaning this
semester.

For the first time in MTSU
history, a Christian sorority is in
the making. Ailisha Vaughn,
president and co-founder of
Alpha Theta Omega, is excited
about the idea.

When Vaughn, a junior mass
communication major, trans-
ferred to MTSU last fall from
Washington University in St
Louis, Mo., she had no idea
what she was about to be a part
of.

“I never thought that in the
future 1 would be a part of a
Christian sorority,” she said. “It
had to be a work of the Lord.”

The idea of a Christian
sorority formulated within
Ailisha sometime last year when
she was thinking about what she

could do for Christian women.

Vaughn was hoping to devel-
op an organization for
Christian women to promote
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

From that thought, and with
the help of a few friends, Alpha
Theta Omega was born.

Alpha Theta Omega stands
for, “In the beginning, God, to
the end.”

“This means that God is the
first, the middle, and the last,”
Vaughn said.

In other words, God is going
to be a part of everything they
do as a ministry and an organi-
zation.

However, according to
Shalynda Parker, a senior nurs-
ing major and vice president of
Alpha Theta Omega, being a
ministry is more important.

“I want to be able to help
others and minister to people,”
she said. “We aren’t just a soror-
ity or an organization; we are a

ministry.”

Vaughn definitely agrees.

“It does us no good to have
an HI‘LL:”'H/.”H‘” ]l we are not
growing spiritually,” she says.

Part of a ministry is to grow
spiritually. Vaughn has a few
personal goals that will help the
growing process along.

“By the end of the year, |
want every woman involved in
Alpha Theta Omega to have a
stronger prayer life, to know
who she is in God, and to be
growing in Christ,” she said.

The group has goals for this
semester as well. The sorority
plans to work with area church-
es and reach out to the commu-
nity.

“We want to get involved in

our community, especially if

God has given us this blessing,”
Vaughn said.

Alpha Theta Omega plans to
start mentoring programs for
young girls at area churches.

l'hey want to make the sorority
known to the high school senior
girls, especially if they are inter
ested in attending MTSL

The group
unite with other fraternities and
sororities at MTSU.

“MTSU has given us unbe
lievable support. Other fraterni-
ties and sororities have been

also wants to

supportive also,” Vaughn said.

Alpha Theta Omega wants to
return the favor.

“We definitely plan to work
with other organizations on
campus, including sororities
and fraternities. We
show our support to all organi
zations,” Parker said.

Alpha Theta Omega plans to
do community service and co-
sponsor events with other
sororities.

On a deeper level, Vaughn
and Parker want to minister to
their own girls as well.

“I just want to be dedicated
to the organization, give it my
all, and see it grow,” Parker said.

According to Parker, they

want to

plan to get into the ['nll‘lk“ tn'!-
lowship, pray and fast together,
as a .\.ll'\lll;‘

‘We want to i\k‘t"p the focus
on God and the vision He has
given us.”

‘We don't want to stray away
from our purpose,” she said.

Their purpose, and what

they are essentially about, is
summed up in their mission
statement:

Alpha lheta Omega

Christian Sorority Inc. shall be
“a sorority of distinct women

who are not ashamed of the
gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans
1:6). It is a ministry for women
who share the desire to grow in
excellence spiritually, mentally
and socially. Through this min
istry, we will spread the uncom
promising message of Jesus
Christ through discipleship, tel
lowship, and evangelism. We
plan to incorporate the follow-
ing endeavors within our soror-
ity, MTSU, and our communi
ty”

“We want to be known for

something positive,” Parker
said.

‘We have quite a few girls
that have been calling about us
and they all seem excited,”
Parker said

Any woman that wants to be
dedicated and work hard is wel-
come in Alpha Theta Omega.

“We want all women, all
denominations, all ethnic back-
grounds,” Vaughn said.

" The biggest requirement to
be a member is to know Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior.

Vaughn is confident that
God is going to move at MTSU
this semester and in the future.

‘I just know that
going to do something awesome
on this campus,” she said.

When asked if there is a verse
in the Bible that reflects the
group’s ministry, Vaughn point-
ed out the h-lln\\mg Bible verse
from Philippians 4:13: “I can do
all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” @

God is

e




MTSU alumnus publishes book

First tale in series chronicles
Midwest Buffalo Soldier

By Alan Slone

Features Editor

Tennessee’s newest author is
coming back to Murfreesboro.
While it may not be for the

football games, author and
MTSU  alumnus  Michael
Kellum will return to

Murfreesboro to sign his new
book, Buffalo Man, at Hastings
Sept. 13.

“I'm excited,” Kellum said. “1
finally get to do some of the
activities that 1 planned during
the summer months. I'm equal
ly happy to kick off the promo-

tional campaign in my home
town.”
Buffalo Man, the first of a

series of novels, came out after
Kellum writing a
book on the Buffalo Soldiers.

I'he Buffalo Soldiers
the first all African-American
cavalry and earned

was history

were

divisions,

their name from the Comanche
Native Americans in the late
1800s.

l\’cllum \.lini Ili.\ l‘(ll)l\. \\'l\ilc
starting out as a history text,
began to sound a bit too dry.
That’s when the creativity took
over.

“I started this book in the
summer of 1996, Kellum said.
“It took me two vears, off and
on.”

Kellum started writing the
fiction paragraph by paragraph,
and came to a discovery one
dav.
all of

It was like, the sudden,

| th)llgl”. I"ve “.LUI a story
here,” Kellum said

Kellum, an "84 graduate of
MTSU, was just a “normal Joc
on campus, working in the stu
dent union building as a fresh
man, and a campus securit
person in his senior vear

Not a member of any clubs

or fraternities, Kellum was more
interested in the ROTC, which
he graduated from.

“My main focus was to grad-
uate into the Army from the
ROTC,” he said.

He then spent the next 12
1/2 years in the U. S. Army
Infantry, commanding a com-
pany in South Korea and a com-
pany at Fort Knox, Ky.

The company at Ft. Knox
was the 1/10th Calvary, also
known as the Buffalo Soldiers.

When asked about the diffi-
culty of writing a book, Kellum
said the first book is always the
hardest.

I'he book is often very one
dimensional, he said.

I'his, however, makes the fol-
lowing books more interesting
to write due to the \iq‘lh of the
characters that can be covered.

Even thought the book was
just published a few weeks ago,
Kellum has already gotten a

np on the rest of the series.

['ve written the second and
hird books,” he said

'he next book will go to the

publisher next March, accord-
ing to Kellum.

The book gotten a
nationwide release, selling at
most major bookstores, such as
Borders, Hastings,
Waldenbooks and Barnes and
Noble, and is available at
Amazon.com.

Kellum will be signing books
at many places across Middle

has

Tennessee and  Kentucky,
including Winchester,
Tullahoma, Nashville and twice

in Murfreesboro.

Kellum will also be heard on
WMOT later this month, he
said.

He also plans to donate a
book into the Nashville public
library, adding his work to his
hometown’s collection.

When asked what advice he
could give to people trying to
write a book, Kellum answered,
“Be pcr\i\lcm. It’s a cold world
out there; out of 50 to 60 letters,
only two came back. It's very
competitive.” @
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MICHAEL KELLUM

novel

Michael Kellum’s book, Buffalo Man, tells the adventures
of a late 1800s Buffalo Soldier in the Midwest.

(ot an interesting life?

Tell the Sicdelines

features department!

slfeatur@mtsu.edu

898-2917
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1m KAScranton@com-
castnel Ya heard

SALES me!

1995 Jeep Wedding Dress!

Cherokee black Beatiful yet stunning

194 k miles, all fall / winter wedding

power, cold alc dress, a luminous

looks and runs exponent of

good. $3200. See romance. Bra and

Dr. Piekarski in slip included. $499

Mass Comm. 207 or  or best offer. Contact

call B98-2635 Allison for info and

Matching couch and pictures at 874-8232

chair plus navy or email

reciiner. Good cond-  AScranton@com-

tion. Perfect for castnet

apartment. $150 110

890-9566

Washer / Dryertt ir  HELP

$200. Woks great,  WANTED

cHl 854630 ¥ Wanted loving

interested xpenenced

Pioneer Home .

3 childcare workers for
Speakers. 12 sub- church nursery near
woofers with mid

campus. Must be
andhighrange, aw . 1 work Sunday
yeah. $65 or best momings; additional
offer can get yo : hours available in
behin thumpin al the evenings dunng
da way b anoise week. Contact Anne
m 2’;‘;“ or Gina at 8954702
8230 or eritai (no calls after 7 pm

please)
KAScranton@com-
castnet. word!
Color TV. and VCR 120
19 Sanyoolr TV. = CAREER
with remote and ATTENTION
Zenith hi-fi voice STUDENTS!
drected VCR.$125  Great jobs inside,
or best offer. Call Super pay, Fun,
Kilae at 874-8232 or Easy to learn
email at

Paid Weekly Call

Max at 907-3032
Today

Want full time
income with part
time hours?

We ve got it. Log

rent
$350 / month
unfurnished
Sterling Gables
Call Justin @
631-8150

onto Remodeled

www. ACTIONBBS charming duplex 2

com or call toll BR apt

free at Downtown

888-218-8343 Woodbury, 12

140 miles from
M.T.S.U., hard-

MISC. wood floors!, C/

STEEL BUILD- HA, washer

INGS. HUGE dryer hookup

SAVINGS! Must water furnished

sell leftover $525 / month. Call

inventory. Repos 895-0075

Cancellations Near Campus!!

4available. 25 x 4BR / 2BA, all

40, 30 x56 , 50 x appliance includ-

244  BUY NOW ed. microwave

BEFORE STEEL
PRICES
INCREASE! Make
offers! Financing
1-800-22-6335

cabie included
central H/A. Call
Jerry or

Tammie Peiser
@ 352-0444 day

150 or night

APT. FOR 160

RENT HOUSE
Historic house- 2 FOR SALE

BR, hardwood
floors, C/ HA_All
utilities furnished
washer dryer
hook-up, close to

Quit Renting. Y

€an own your owr
pad for les
rent. A couple of

roommates car

s that

M.TS.U. and C

hospital mortgage for you
895-0075 $650 / Say goodbye t
month the landiord and

Apartment for

3 j Diner and cars

3 Portfolio material?
jeck scrubbing Call 615-444-
0841 days, 615-

bs (paintir

apartment rules 1o campus and it
Call Tammy at has washer
812-9906 dryer units. Call
anytime for 896-8031 for
application or call details

during her office
hours between
6-7 p.m. at
893-3000
Cornerstone
Reality

165
ROOM-
MATES

2 roommates
needed for 4
bedroom house
with yard and
deck, 2 bath, 1
block from cam
pus, looking for
R.I.M. majors
please call Cory
at 423-534-8200
or Wade at 501-
9 e-mail

yahoo.com
Roommate need

nonth

4 utilties
No deposit.. No

Ca

utiities.. Close

Rooms For Rent
Great location, 2
story farmhouse
on 400 acres

n - $300
month includes
itilities- Call Josh
(615) 907-5910
Roommate
Wanted! !‘.

share

minutes from
campus. $399
month all utilities
2d. Cal

896-9705. Ask for

Aniji or Wil

170
SUB-
LEASING

4BD/2BR
ipartment avail
All utilities includ-
ed in rent. $335

month. Please call

M.T.S.U. campt
190
SERVICES

Spring Cleaning
egular

ousekeepir

pmisu.edu
898-4050

> 8 mes-

and le.

sage

in home pet care
Going out of town
and don t want to
send your animals
to the vet 1o get
fieas? | will come

wr home

feed/walk your
pets, pull in
newspapers/mail
etc. Call Becky at

/o

wanted for punk.
oll band
Prior band
experience, road
worthy equipment

focKknr

permanent
location In
Nashville
Murfreesborc
area. No
substance abuse

you seriously
rock. Info @ 896-
9290
Wanted
nural painted for

sar showroom

Wall

0 hgh

444-1719
evenings for more
info

Oh My
Goodness! New
weightioss pro-
gram! Caller #2
gets free gift. Call
1-888-218-8343
leave your name,
phone number
and weightloss
goal. What do you
have o loose

5
>

R
s

 8tudents, go by the Jamcs ‘
Union Building, toom 310,
" and fill out the proper forn &

i

- if you wen your FREL. . ilt put the form by noonon friday 80

Classified ad in Sidefines your ad will appeer in the

following week's paper.
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Hotter than a wasabi
on a jalepeno.

Hits sfands each Thursday

Want to know how to get your band/club/movie information into the hands of

21,000 entertainment-hungry studentse
Call the flash* desk at 615.898.2917 or e-mail slflash@mtsu.edu.

Want to write for flash*2 Drop us a line.




MT less lucky
than Lightning

at beating
down UT

-pages 4-5
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MONDAY

B Men'’s Golf
Raising Cane Fall
Classic through the
Tuesday at

Hattiesburg, Miss.

Josh Carrol and Levi Sybert placed 25th and seventh respectively at their
opening meet in the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga this past weekend.

TUESDAY

M Volleyball
Mississippi State
University plays Middle
Tennessee at the
Alumni Memorial Gym
at6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Cross country teams take
seventh, fourth at meet

By David Hunter
Staff Reporter

The Middle Tennessee cross country team
started its 2002 season with a fourth and sixth
place finish in the UTC Opener at the
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga Friday
night.

The men’s team completed the meet with
a fourth place finish that earned them 78
points, only one point behind third place fin-
isher Troy State University. The winner of the

17:06, sophomore Edwin Koech finishing
22nd in a time of 17:16, senior Josh Carroll
coming in 25th at a time of 17:34, and junior
Sean Rabe finishing in 32nd place with a time
of 19:49.

While the men’s team had a lot of experi-
ence coming back on the team, the women’s
team was filled with all new freshmen for
their first meet Friday. The Lady Raiders
completed the race in sixth place out of six
teams with 169 points. The top five included
host UTC, who won the event with a score of

event was  Samford
University, who scored 29
points. Second place went

30 points, second place

“He [SYbert] iS the went to Samford with 46

points, third went to

to Auburn University with type Of runner Wwe Auburn with 56 points,

50 points, then TSU, MT

fourth to Troy State with

and Columbus State need to help Strength- 97 points, and fifth was

University completing the

meet in last place with 142 €n the program-”

points.
The top finisher for MT
was senior Levi Sybert

Columbus State with
144 points.

“The women’s squad
—Dean H'd)’CS is all new this year, so we

MT cross country coach will run a lot of different

who finished the 5-kilo-
meter distance at Moccasin Bend with a time
of 16 minutes, .06 seconds for a seventh place
finish. The time put him 25 seconds behind
the winner of the men’s race Michael Bond
from TSU. Bond completed the course in
15:41.

“Sybert is very solid,” said head coach
Dean Hayes just prior to the meet. “He is the
type of runner we need to help strengthen the
program.”

The next highest finisher for MT was jun-
ior Anthony McGary, who finished in 10th
place with a time of 16:15.

“Anthony has good range,” Hayes said. “He
can run anything from the 800-meter to five
miles.”

The rest of the finishing order for the Blue
Raiders included sophomore Steve Safstrom
finishing 19th in a time of 17:01, junior
Geoffrey Lagat finishing 20th in a time of

THURSDAY FRIDAY

M Martial Arts Club
8:45 p.m. the MAC is
meeting in the
Recreation Center

B Soccer

7:30 p.m

Blue Raiders travel to
Auburn, Ala., to play
Aubum University at

people in the early going
to get a feel for the team,” Hayes said. “Trisha
Devalcourt is an excellent runner, and
Chelsea Taylor and Laura Smith should really
help our cross country program.”

The highest finisher for MT in the two
mile race was Devalcourt, who completed the
event in 25th place in a time of 13:44.

The rest of the finishers for the Lady
Raiders were Taylor who finished 32nd with a
time of 14:28, Smith completing the race in
36th place with a time of 17:08, Rosemary
Okafor finished the race right behind her in
37th place at a time of 18:17. Nicolette Jarrett
and Kerry Barrow brought up the rear of the
field finishing in 39th and 40th place with
time of 18:38 and 19:41.

The next meet for the MT cross country
teams will be Sept. 21 at the Western
Kentucky Invitational in Bowling Green, Ky.,
at 10 am. @

SATURDAY SUNDAY

W Volleyball |
Lady Raiders travel to
Auburn, Ala., 1o play
Aubum University at
the War Eagle
Invitational

M Soccer
Blue Raiders take on
the University of
Alabama at
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
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Presidential scholar picks MT for football

By Justin Ward
Staff Reporter

J.P. Shelly, a walk-on to the MT
football team, has a solid back-
ground in football, and more
specifically, in playing quarterback.

Shelly started
playing  football
when he was seven
years old for the
Una Bears, a local
junior pro team in
Nashville.

He stayed in the
junior pro league
till he was 12.
During this time, he went from
playing tight end and defense to
playing quarterback after the first
year.

“I was never a very good play-
er,” Shelly said. “I was just sur-
rounded by very good players. We
won the city championship a cou-
ple of times in junior pro ball.”

After junior pro, Shelly joined
the middle school football team at
Ezell Harding Christian School,
and the team went 6-2, which is the
best record the team had in its
recent history,

He continued to play quarter-

Shelly

back and also played strong safety
for the middle school team.

Shelly joined the high school
team his freshman year, but was
declared ineligible because he
repeated the seventh grade.

“My parents, along with my
input, held me back,” Shelly said, “I
was young and rather immature.”

Shelly continued to play quar-
terback in high school and got
some playing time his sophomore
year and started one game.

His junior year was when he
started taking over as quarterback.
That year, he won All-Region hon-
ors and All-Statehonorable men-
tion.

Shelly’s senior year was his year
to shine. Under his leadership, the
Ezell Harding football team won
the state championship title for the
first time in the school’s history.
The team beat Cloudland High
School 63-26 in the championship
game.

Shelly’s honors that vear include
All-Region, region offensive MVP,
All-Midstate, All-State in all classi
fications and he was a Mr. Football
finalist.

He was also chosen to play in
the East-West Shrine bowl game.

Woods chooses ‘Little
Middle’ over big schools

By Jared Hastings
Staff Writer

As a senior in high school,
Michael Woods had choices. He
could play in the Southeastern
Conference for
Auburn. He
could play in the
American Coast
Conference for
Clemson. He
could play in
the Sun Belt
Contference?

According to
Woods, the Middle Tennessee
coaching staff made choosing an
SBC school an easy decision.

“When | came on my recruiting
visit, a lot of the coaches showed
me that they really needed me,”
Woods said. “That’s what got me
up here.”

That bit of recruiting has paid
dividends for MT as the junior
from Valdosta, Ga., has been a

Woods

force on defense and special teams
for the past two seasons.

As a defensive back, Woods
played in all 11 games of his fresh-
man campaign, highlighted by a
blocked punt returned for a touch-
down against Louisiana Tech
University.

Last season, while splitting time
between free safety and outside
linebacker, Woods led the team in
tackles (80), while collecting two
interceptions and a fumble recov-
ery, earning him second team All
Conference honors.

This year Woods will split time
again between free safety and out-
side linebacker.

“I'm just going to play wherev-
er the team needs me,” Woods
said. “I just try to go out and play
hard for the team and get some
victories.”

While he’s only a part-time
linebacker, that still hasn’t kept

See Woods, 7

The team went 15-0 his senior
year and the three-year total was
29-8. Shelly went 192 for 316 with
3738 yards and 48 passing touch-
downs. He had a total of 52 touch-
downs and 3,894 yards of total
offense.

“It was an incredible feeling,”
Shelly said. “We had finished sec-
ond in basketball the year before,
so | knew what it felt like to get so
close and fall short. The football
championship really didn’t sink in
for two or three days after it was
over. To know what our team
accomplished is truly amazing.”

Shelly considered quite a few
colleges before deciding on MT. He
looked at Harding University,
Arkansas,  Sewanee, Rhodes
College, Hawaii, Northwestern,
Vanderbilt, Yale and Dartmouth.

He was offered academic schol
arships to Harding University and
Sewanee. MT also offered him a
presidential scholarship for aca
demics.

“It's a local school which 1 am
very familiar with,” Shelly said.
‘The reputation of this school for
athletics and academics was also
something that lured me here. |
wanted to play Division 1-A foot-

ball and here was my perfect
opportunity. I also wanted to play
on a high caliber team. Coach
[Andy] McCollum and his staff
have this program soaring right
now, and I just wanted to be a piece
of that.”

Right now Shelly is behind four
other quarterbacks on the MT
football team and he is working
hard to move up that list. He is the
scout team quarterback and helps
the defense get ready for their
week's opponents.

Shelly is an accounting major
right now and wants to get a busi-
ness degree. He also likes to play
the guitar, the Playstation and
writes a little poetry on the side.

"I was talking to Colby Smith, a
freshman punter here, the other
day and we decided that we need to
leave here with eight rings,” Shelly
said.

“Four of them would be Sun
Belt Championship rings and the
other four would be bowl rings. If
we can accomplish that, then all my
personal ambitions for the team
would be satisfied.

“All I want to do is be the abso-
lute best that I can be.” @
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Sleep Well,
Do Well |

For kids to ao their best in
SChool or at play, they should
get at least nine hours of
Kids
can be Star Sleepers
like Garfield. Vit

http //starsleep nhlbr nih gov

sleep every night

ps and tun activities

for sleep 1t

/

L _
Students
Bank M\

Bank of Murfreesboro
R Financial Services Q

615 Memoriat Boulevard  6045-590-1414
1480 South Church Street 615-890-1123

WWW, B.mk M Lom

www. HometownWorld .com



4 ® Monday, September 9, 2002 ® SIDELINES

Photo by Steve Cross
Staff Photographesr
Sophomore Andrew Moss
(left) shows his MT pride at
the University of Tennessee

game Saturday.
Photos by Kevin Jones

Stafi Photographesr
No. 27 Tyrone Calico (above)
gets hammered from both
sides by UT players. Calico
caught a ball in the end zone
during the game, but he was
declared out. No. 3 Tony
Sutton (right) takes down
UT wide receiver Montrell
Jones at the waist.

MT offense iIncapacitated by UT

By Kasimu L. Harris
.\'hlﬂ»\\fl'l‘h‘l'

In the past two weeks, Middle
Tennesee faced two of the most sto-
ried football teams in the
Southeastern Conference with 14
national titles combined.

“We took two of the top teams
in America to the fourth quarter
with a chance to win,” said Middle
Tennessee head coach Andy
McCollum. “Tennessee closed the
door and finished the game. They
had a tremendous game. They are a
very goud football team.”

In front of 107,672 pL‘()l‘lL'. the
Blue Raiders (0-2) faced the
University of Tennessee Volunteers
(2-0) for the first time ever. It was
the largest crowd the Blue Raiders
have ever played in front of, and the
sixth largest crowd in UT history.

The Blue Raiders traveled to
Kiexville for one reason.

“They didn’t come here to play
McCollum said. “They did
n't come here thinking they could
n't win, They came here to win this
football game.
UT won the
deferred. During the opening kick
off, UT was penalized five yards for
encroachment and was forced to
re-kick. MT’s first drive began at its
20-yard line with several running
plays to Dwone Hicks for short

LI()SL‘.”

coin toss and

gains.

UT’s defense quickly committed
two more penalties during MT’s
drive, including a 15 yard personal
foul penalty that gave MT a first
down.

“We finally got our touches this
game, and we tried to go out there
and run it,” Hicks said. “They just
completely shut us down. There
was nowhere to go so all we got to

do is learn and get better, because if

we can better from this film, we can

do good coming on for the rest of
the season.

MT was not able to capitalize on
the mistakes
punt. The punt by Robert Billings
was the first of three MT punts in
the first quarter

and was forced to

UT’s first drive quickly began on
their 31-yard line with a huge gain.
UT quarterback Casey
completed a 40-yard pass to tight
end Jason Witten. Two plays later,
Houston rushed for a 15
yard touchdown to put UT on the
scoreboard first.

['he MT defense had three take-
aways, two fumbles and one inter-
They also didn’t allow a
100-yard rusher or a receiver. The
first turnover came on UT’s second
drive of the game. The Volunteers
were threatening to score deep in
MT territory.

Clausen

Cedric

ception.

See Football, 7
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Photo by Kevin Jones
Staff Photographer
Randy Arnold,No. 54 (left),
and Tony Sutton, No. 3, work
together to take down the
University of Tennessee’s

Cedric Houston Saturday.
Photo by Amy Jones

Chief Photographer
The MT defensive line
(above) gets ready at the line
of scrimmage to take on the
UT offense.

Photo by Kevin Jones
Staff Photographer
Lightning (right) tries to get
a rise out of the crowd.

2

Defense holds strong in Knoxville

By Brandon Morrison

Assistant Sports Editor
Saturday’s against the

University of Tennessee showcased

game

the best in Middle Tennessee’s
defense.
MT’s defensive line was the

backbone for the defense’s determi-
nation. The defensive line kept
Tennessee’s total rushing yards
down to 137 on 31 attempts. Also,
no individual receiver or rusher got
more than 100 yards total during
the game.

After the game,
Andy McCollum expressed his feel
ings about his team’s performance
over the past two weeks.

“For two weeks in a row, we've
taken two of the top teams in
America to the fourth quarter with
a chance to win,” McCollum said.
“But we just got beat by the fourth
ranked team in America.”

“We had some people grow up

head coach

today,” McCollum said. “We grew
up defensively today.”

lhere were many key players in
MT’s defensive abilities Saturday.

Full safety Will Martin led the
team with six solo tackles and five
assists. Close behind him was line
backer Randy Arnold with 10 cred-
ited tackles.

Linebacker Brandon Lynch
seemed to be all over the field with
two solo tackles and three assists.
two
fumbles by Tennessee in the second
quarter. UT quarterback Casey
Clausen won't forget Lynch any
time soon. Lynch nailed Clausen
for a 10-yard sack that forced UT to
set up a field goal attempt.

Defensive tackle Jerry
Vanderpull had an impressive game
with three tackles.

The highlight of MT’s defensive
achievement was the field goal
block in the third quarter. After an
11-play drive, MT stopped

Lynch also recovered one of

offense cold at
42-yard line. Kicker
Phillip Newman of Tennessee came
in to kick the field goal. Newman
kicked it off, but the defensive line
rose up to block it. As senior line
backer Kareem Bland got his hands
up to block the field goal. It was the
first field goal block against UT
since they played Notre Dame in
1999,

I'he performance level of the
cry from MT's
defense three years ago when M’
was ranked 114th in the nation.
However, McCollum isn’t satified.

“I've got a team in there (the
locker room) that's hurting,”
McCollum said. “They didn’t come
here to play close. They came in
here thinking they were going to
win.”

MT’s next game is Sept. 21
against the University of Kentucky
in Lexington at 12:30 p.m. &

Tennessee's
[ennessee’s

defense is a far
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Proposed changes may affect MT’s athletic teams

By Kasimu L. Harris

Staff Writer
The NCAA Football Study
Oversight committee met in

Indianapolis, Ind., concluding its
two year study, making several rec-
ommendations that will affect the
future of college
football.

The recom-
mendations
include an out-
of-season foot-
ball conditioning
model, and a
plan intended to
increase the
number of eth-
nic minorities
coaching ranks.

At this final in-person meeting,
the FSOC approached closing
stages on its report that will be pre-
sented to the Board of Directors
this fall. The report contains a syn-
opsis of actions that were initiated
to strengthen the sport, including
legislation that increases Division
I-A membership requirements and
policies that provide for stronger
postseason bowl certification.

“This group has determined
that the game is in good shape and
that the changes we’'ve made have
strengthened the sport, but that we
need to continue to monitor and
evaluate issues to ensure the long-

Donnelly

in the football

term viability of football,” said
FSOC Chair Charles Wethington,
president emeritus at the University
of Kentucky to NCAA.

According to the NCAA, a work-
ing group composed of medical
professionals, strength coaches,
athletic administrators, student-
athletes and football coaches devel-
oped the model that is designed to
minimize health and safety risk,
reduce  student-athlete  time
demands and provide adequate
preparation time for the regular
season.

The year is divided into three
calendar periods according to the
model including; Jan. 1 until the
start of summer conditioning,
summer conditioning and presea-
son practice.

Grant Teaff, executive director
of the American Football Coaches
Association, considered the model
“a positive and quick approach that
would have a long-term effect on
student-athlete welfare.”

“The people that made this rec-
ommendation fundamental under-
stand that if a guy trains more and
prepares more like the old saying
about, sweat more in peace, bleed
less in battle,” said Robb Rogers,
head football strength coach at
Middle Tennessee. “If you prepare
more, your chance of injury drops
greatly.”

The first period would allow

eight weeks, which is considered
student discretionary time, the
strength and conditioning coaches
are allowed to monitor the facilities
used by the student athletes for
health reasons only, however, they
may not conduct the workouts.

Eight hours per week of manda-
tory condition-
ing would
remain permissi-
ble beyond the
eight weeks, and
spring practice
would remain in
place.

The second
period, summer
conditioning,
would begin nine weeks prior to a
university'’s first permissible pre-
season practice date. The student-
athlete would have one of the nine
weeks unrestricted. The remaining
eight weeks student-athletes and
prospects may participate in
optional, but recommended weight
training and conditioning activities
administered by the strength and
conditioning coach for a maximum
of eight hours per week.

Also recommended in the pro-
posal is the requirement that sum-
mer conditioning participants will
have mandatory medical examina-
tions. Furthermore, all strength and
conditioning coaches involved in
weight-training and conditioning

Boyd

activities are required to have car-
diopulmonary resuscitation certifi-
cation.

“That person would be vested
with the unchallengeable authority
to cancel or modify workouts for
health and safety reasons,” Teaff
said.

Finally, the beginning of the pre-
season practice will began gradual-
ly, using the 29 practice opportuni-
ty formula. Again the student-ath-
letes will undergo medical exami-
nations. The first five days will have
gradual practices beginning with
the the students only practicing
once a day.

For the first two days, helmets
will be the only protective equip-
ment allowed. The next two days
shoulder pads will be added. On
the fifth day, full pads are allowed
and institutions are not allowed to
conduct two-a-days in succession.

During two-a-day practice ses-
sions, student-athletes will have at
least three hours of recovery time,
during which time meetings or
other athletic activities, except
medical treatment and meals, are

prohibited.
“This model gives five days the
medical experts feel are very

important for acclimatization and
gets rid of the consecutive two-a-
days,” Teaff stated. “It creates an
environment where safety is the
first priority and one in which the

student-athlete has someone look-
ing out for his medical well-being
at all times.”

The NCAA Football Issues
Committee recently endorsed the
proposal and is asking the
Championships/Competition
Cabinet to recommend the propos-
al as emergency legislation for the
Board of Directors to consider in
November.

If the Board approves the emer-
gency measure the model will be
effective beginning January 2003.

Rogers said the NCAA is mov-
ing toward mainstreaming, which
began several years ago wigh the
disbanding of athletic dorms as
well as training tables of designated
cafeterias for athletes that served
more portions, better food and had
longer hours.

“On the other side of the coin,
football coaches are supposed to
know where their kids are all the
time and they are supposed to
never get in trouble,” Rogers said.
“And if they do get in trouble, the
football coach is supposed to be
responsible for them, but yet you
can't keep them all in one place and
do bed checks on them.”

However, many people are con-
cerned with the young men whom
recently passed away at football
practice.

See NCAA 8

Brandon Lynch: fast on the field, quiet off

By Erich Heinlein
Staff Writer

Blue Raider right pony Brandon
Lynch is regarded as a quiet and
polite person, but his performance
on the field
speaks volumes.

“Brandon is
very high
motored on the
field, and a lot of
times we have to
slow him down
and, as a coach, |

have to love Donnelly
that,” said Blue

Raider head coach  Andy
McCollum.

Right pony is merely a fancy
term for outside linebacker.

“The right pony roams the field,
rushes the quarterback but also
drops back and picks off passes,”

McCollum said.

“Just about every team in the
country has that position now,”
McCollum said.

“South  Carolina
Mississippi State uses it, and even
UT has their own version of that
position,” he said.

Instead of just dropping back to
cover a receiver or play free safety, a
pony roams the field and does a lit-
tle bit of both.

The Watertown, N.Y., native is a
young man who has been inspired
most by his parents and teachers.

At the beginning of his high
school career, Lynch had to move to
Augusta, Ga., from Watertown due
to extenuating circumstances.

“I love it,” Lynch said about
playing right pony. “I am used a lot
on third downs, I play as a nickel
back, blitz quarterback along with
being able to pick off a few passes,

uses it,

so | am able to participate in all
facets of the game.”

he play that temporarily made
Lynch famous last year was during
the MT-University of
Lafayette game, when he picked up
a fumble and
touchdown

In high

L'nl”\‘.'(l SUCCESS r~.pu1.||]'. dm'm;.'.

Louisiana
returned it for a

school, Lynch also
his senior vear when he contributed
80 tackles, including 17 against
Northside High School, which was
ranked No. 11 in the country at the
time.

Lynch's second game against a
big time school was the opening
game against the University of
Alabama.

Despite the effort, Lynch was a
little bit disappointed.

“Of course, we are never happy
with a loss, but despite being down
22 points, I am proud to say that we

never quit and that we fought for
four quarters,” Lynch said

In the two games against UT
and Alabama Lynch has had
bined 13 tackles

When

Blue Raiders had s

om

‘il"i"wfl.‘. SChnoo
":w:: competition
among them for Lynch

I'he
Atlantic
Georgia Tech, North Carolina Statq
and Albany State

“Coach Robbins, who recruited

u>l|l|u'tl-\;_ sehool

Coast Conlerence ot

me, made me feel right at home,” he
said. ‘

“They told me that | was going
to be part of something really excit-
ing and they [the coaching staff]
wanted what's best for their players,
so that was a really big draw.” Lynch
said. .

“Brandon is a good person and
we have gotten really close as room-
mates the past three years” said

Blue Raider left Michael
Woods,

Woods sees many good qualities
in Lynch.

‘Whenever | need somebody to
talk whatever, he is

there as a mutual friend,”

pony

OIme to or
Hwavs
Woods said

Lynch, most interestingly, is a
beral arts major.

\lthough [ actually think I am
to change it to English,
Lynch said in his usual respectful
and fairly soft voice.

Lynch said he was inspired by
his sixth grade English teacher,
Mrs. Rinner, who drummed the
fundamentals of English into his
head.

The Blue Raiders’ next game
will be on Saturday, Sept. 21 at the
University of Kentucky. ¢
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Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
Erin Hillstrom goes down low for a dig. Hillstrom led the front
line in kills during the University of Tennessee match.

MT volleyball continues streak

By Jared Hastings
Staff Writer

It was a busy but successful
week for the Middle Tennessee vol-
leyball team as they defeated the
University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga Wednesday night at
home, then followed that with a

weekend win at the Cal's
Steakhouse = Memphis  Tour
nament.

The Lady Raiders took three
straight games (30-22, 30-16, 30-
22) from the UTC Lady Mocs who
left Murfreesboro still looking for
their first win of the season.

Senior outside hitter Erin
Hillsrom led the frontline for MT
with 10 kills. Jennifer Hignite
added a career high nine, as did
junior Karisse Baker.

The career high was a bit of a
surprise to the senior from
Versailles, Ky.

“I didn’t know I had that many

Football: Calico gets only touchdown called back

Continued from 4

Muhammad Rashada intercept-
ed Clausen’s long pass to Leonard
Scott in the end zone. Clausen was
24-0f-29 for 263 yards with a
touchdown and an interception.

“As far as defense goes, we knew
what they were going to do,”
Rashada said. “We watched
enough film and we came out and
played. It wasn’t good enough as a
whole. As a team, we played pretty
good, but we can’t be satisfied with
two losses. Nobody can be happy
about losing. If you can be happy
about losing, then something’s
wrong.”

After the MT punt, UT made
the score 14-0 with a 10-yard
touchdown catch from Clausen to
Witten, who had three catches for
55 yards.

On UT's next drive, MT defen-
sive back Tony Sutton forced a
fumble that was recovered by
Brandon Lynch on the MT 42-yard
line.

Late in the second quarter trail-
ing 17-0, MT’s offense began to
move the ball.

With a mix of plays, MT drove
the ball to the UT 2-yard line. On
the next play, Hines mishandled
the snap and fumbled the ball. UT
recovered the ball on the 4-yard
line.

“That was my fault, that’s all I

can say about it,” Hines said
“There are no do-overs in football,
and that is the great thing about it.
If we execute right there, then it’s
probably a different ball game.

“We came together as a team,”
Hines said. “The defense played a
great game, and you can’t ask them
for much more. The offense sput-
tered a little bit here and there. We
just didn’t capitalize when we
needed to, and it's a credit to the
defense. We learned a lot tonight as
a team.”

Several plays after the MT fum-
ble, Clausen scrambled in to the
MT secondary, alone, yet fumbled
the football. Louis Kemp recovered
at the UT 46-yard line.

With just under a minute to go
before halftime, Hines' long pass to
Tyrone Calico was ruled incom-
plete.

“It would have been a huge
momentum change,” Calico said.
“I felt like I was in, but the ref
called me out. I can’t go against his
call, so I was out.”

Hines was 13-of-23 for 109
yards and led the team in rushing
for the second time with 19
attempts for 63-yards. Hicks had
17 attempts for 33-yards rushing.

“Dwone Hicks is a Heisman
Trophy candidate so everyone is
gunning for him as it is,” Hines
said. “Every game we go into the
whole thing is stop Dwone Hicks

and let the inexperienced quarter-
back, so to speak, beat them. He'll
come to light.”

MT’s offense moved the ball
into the red zone but was not able
to score before the end of the half.

In the third quarter, UT
attempted a field goal that was
blocked by Karrem Bland. It was
the first blocked kick against UT
since Nov. 6, 1999, against Notre
Dame.

Early in the fourth quarter MT
put points on the scoreboard with
a 45-yard field goal by Brian Kelly.

UT's last points came on
defense play late in the game on a
blocked punt that resulted in a
safety, making the score UT 19,
MT 3.

“The blocked punt was inexcus-
able. We've never had one blocked
at Middle Tennessee,” McCollum
said.

UT’s last touchdown occurred
when Hines was sacked in the end
zone, plus the extra point conver-
sion, brought the final score 27-3.

“I have to give congratulations
to Middle Tennessee,” Fulmer said.
“I hope they go the rest of the way
and do well. They are a hard-fight-
ing football team.”

“We got a off week to get
Middle  Tennessee  better,”
McCollum said.

MT’s next game is against the
University of Kentucky Wildcats. ¢

kills,” Hignite said. “It starts with
the setters, Kelly Cannon and Kelly
Quinn.”

Quinn and Cannon together
have a combined total of 35 assists
in a match in which 12 of MT’s 15
roster players saw action. Three of
the Lady Raiders’ five freshmen
saw action with middle blocker
Kimberly Moeller, the designated
libero, standing out in particular.

“She’s one of our best defensive
players back there,” Hignite said.
“She played really well.”

In the first game the Lady
Raiders found themselves down
four before a UTC attack error led
to MT’s first point of the game and
began an impressive rally leading
to the 30-22 win,

In the next game it was MT get-
ting on the board first as Hillstrom
and Baker  blocked Jody
Steinberger’s attack and sent the
Lady Raiders on a 24-11 run, led by
Hignite’s five kills.

In the third game, the Lady
Raiders closed out the match with a
balanced effort as five players
scored kills for the 30-22 game win.

Next the Lady Raiders traveled
to Memphis, where the team began
the tournament with a 3-1 win
over Appalachian State University.
Losing the first game 30-25, the
Lady Raiders won the last three
games 30-25, 30-23, 30-24.

Sophomore Keke Deckard had
her second double-double of the
season with 12 kills and 13 digs.

The Lady Raiders then went to
take on host of the tournament, the
University of Memphis. MT took
the first game 30-20, but the out-
come of the match began to look
dismal for the Lady Raiders as the
Lady Tigers won the next two
games 30-24, 30-18.

Memphis, only one game away
from a win, fell to MT 17-39, 9-15,

See Volleyball, 8

Woods: Attitude valuable

Continued from 4

Woods from garnering national
attention. Last week he was
named to the Butkus Award
watch list. The Butkus Award is
presented annually to the best
linebacker in college football.

Woods’ ferociousness on the
field can be attributed to two
things: heart and heredity. His
attitude and work ethic have
earned him plenty of praise
from the coaching staff.

“[Michael Woods] is just a
natural on the football field and
has a great desire to be the best,”
said head «coach Andy
McCollum. “He’s a fun guy to
coach.”

In regards to heredity,

Woods’ cousin is another hard
hitter playing defense in Middle
Tennessee: Titans linebacker
Randall Godfrey.

With trips to four SEC
schools this year, will there be
any added pressure on the Blue
Raiders this season?

“Coming into the season you
try to win the big games as well
as the Sun Belt teams so you can
make a name for yourself,”
Woods said. “We know we’ve
got four big SEC games on the
schedule but if we play hard and
concentrate we can win.”

After all, why should there be
extra pressure for Woods play-
ing against teams from the SEC?

He could have played there if
he wanted.

1475 S. Church St.
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
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9 am.-11 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
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Volleyball: Lady Raiders take tournament win

Continued from 7

and MT cemented the win.

The last match of the tourna-
ment for the Lady Raiders was
against  Birmingham-Southern
College Saturday.

The first game of the match was
close, as MT barely pulled out a 31
29 win.

BCS refused to be left behind
and one the next match 32-30.

lied up, MT upheld its 3-0
tournament record and five-game
winning streak, ending the tourney
with game score of 30-27, 32-30.

Hillstrom was named to the
tournament All-Team with 21

kills, 23 digs and four service aces.

I'he tournament MVP, MT senior
Katie Thiesen, finished the tourna
ment with 13 kills

I'he Lady Raiders’ next match is

against Mississippi State University

at 6 p.m. tomorrow in the Alumni
Memorial Gym
After that, they travel to

Auburn, Ala., to take on Auburn

University. ®

Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
KeKe Deckard led Middle Tennessee in kills this past weekend.

Hicks goes down at UT

Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer

Saturday, rushing for only 33 yards at Neyland Stadium.

( Dwone Hicks had a disappointing game at Knoxville

NCAA: Diversity in college football coaching ranks issue for NCAA committee

Continued from 6

The young man at Florida, I
talked to Robb Glass [a trainer at
Florida|,” Rogers said. “They did a
workout that they had done before
— a workout that they would do
again. They were walking off of the
field and this young man collapses.
[He| immediately has trainers on
him. I don’t know exactly what
happened to him. I don't think they
still know to this day.

“Was it the workout, was it the
player, was it something the player
ingested, and was it the alignment
of the moon," Rogers said. “Who
knows? I don’t think anyone really
knows at this point.”

Rogers also discussed senior
safety Rashidi Wheeler, who died at
the age of 22 while doing condi-
tioning drills at Northwestern
University last year.

“From what I understood, that
was not a great conditioning test,”
Rogers said.

“It was not something that most
strength and conditioning coaches
would do, because it was too stren-
uous.”

Rogers added that, in his opin-
ion, the FSOC feels as though the
coaches are probably pushing too
hard, and that athletes should be

pushed less and have more time off,
Also, in his opinion, the most off

the-field problems occur from
January until May because the play

ers have more free time.

Rogers also said compliance
issues such as these make it harder
for school like MT to get better and
improve. Because the bigger
schools have postseason play until
January, they continue to practice
for an extra month, and take the

first two weeks of the new year off

already.

During the first two weeks of
school, MT is not allowed to con-
duct any mandatory workouts,
then spring break is considered the
third week of inactivity.

Followed by spring football
practice for four weeks, usually fol-
lowing spring football, light work-
outs are held in preparation for
pro-scout timings.

Under the proposal, those work-
outs will be discontinued and the
student-athletes are required to
work out again until summer con-
ditioning begins, five weeks away.

“Looking at our schedule, and
talking to our compliance people,
that gives us eight weeks and make
us eight weeks in compliance with
this proposal,” Rogers said.

Ellie Kunkel, director of compli-

ance at MTSU, monitors practices
through use of practice logs that
the coaches turn in, verified by stu-
dent-athletes who will sign off on
them periodically.

“We have to rely a lot on the
coaches,” Kunkel said. “The coaches
know the rules and the coaches’
number one priority is to take care
of the student-athletes.

“As far as monitoring it has
never been my philosophy to go out
and police what our coaches do,
and what our student-athletes do,”
Kunkel added. “We put our trust in
our coaches because, in the past,
reputation wise they have account-
able for what they do, and they
adhere to the rules.”

Kunkel said he feels there are a
number of reasons for health-relat
ed risk.

“I don’t think it lies just in how
many times you practice per day,
but in your preparation before you
come to preseason camp,” he said.

“They’re now allowing less
preparation and expecting them
(student-athletes) to be better
acclimated and better conditioned
when they come in,” Kunkel said. “I
thinks it works against itself,

“I'm sure that this new model
has a place in which to protect stu-
dent-athletes, but I also feel that on

the outset here, initially that there
are a lot of other things that are
being missed.”

The Minority Opportunity and
Interest Committee has been
charged with investigating the lack
of ethnic diversity among the
Division I-A football coaching
ranks and providing recommenda-
tions for the FSOC’s consideration.

The research stated that the
number of black head football
coaches has decreased from 4.8
percent in 1995-96 to 2.1 percent in
2001-02. However, the percentage
of black assistant coaches has
increased slightly from 18 percent
to 22.1 percent during the same
time span. .

“The diversity of football stu-
dent-athletes is not reflected in the
people who oversee them,” said
Eugene Marshall, athletic director
at Ramapo College and chair of the
MOIC.

The report presented outlined
four recommendations:

* Increase the pool of ethnic
minority candidates by partnering
with the American Football
Coaches and Black Coaches
Association to develop programs to
recruit ethnic minorities.

* Increase exposure opportuni-
ties for ethnic minority coaches to

work at Division [-A football
camps.

* Provide professional develop-
ment opportunities for ethnic
minority coaches by developing
workshops to help build job prepa-
rations skills for ethnic minority
coaches.

* Strengthen the hiring process
and encourage institutions to
include steps that would ensure a
diverse pool of candidates.

“When we go after quality head
coaches by and in large we try to get
recommendations and stay in with
coaches with winning records,” said
Boots Donnelly, athletic director at
MT.

“More and more universities are
going after quality coaches and we
will see an increase in the hiring of
minority coaches,” Donnelly said.

He added that everyone has a
different criteria for every school
and situation, and that many times
institutions often hire from within
their own ranks and people who
had prior affiliation with the insti-
tution.

The FSOC acknowledged that
the lack of diversity in football
coaching is severe and endorsed the
strategy as well as requesting that it
be furthered reviewed by the
NCAA membership. ¢
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