MT Baseball remains
undefeated at 5-0.
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Curtis Nolte blows up a banana-lubricated condom. The MTSU Health Fair celebrated the
opening of the new campus pharmacy yesterday. Booths were set up to teach students and
faculty about healthy living and how to create a better life.
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University spends
$10,000 on ‘vote yes’
advertising campaign

By MICHAEL STONE
Editor in Chief

Events and Transpor-
tations Services signed a
$10,000 contract with Ster-
ling Communications on
Dec. 16, 2008 in an attempt
to sway the student body to
vote yes on a referendum
entitled “All-Access Campus
Improvement Plan”.

According to the contract,
which was approved by Ron

include $3,500-$5,500 for a
Web site, $1,100 for “word-
mark/logo  development,”
$850 for vote yes signs and
$500 for miscellaneous ex-
penses.

John Cothern, senior vice
president, said he supports
Malone’s decision to contract
Sterling Communications, a
Murfreesboro-based mar-
keting firm.

“We had to get the infor-
mation out on how it

would benefit stu-
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dents now and in
the future,” Coth-
ern said.

Cothern said that
he did not believe it

Malone, assistant vice presi-
dent of ETS, the objective
for Sterling Communica-
tions was to “build support
and acceptance, leading to a
positive vote, for a campus
initiative including a parking
garage, street improvements
and transit expansion for the
MTSU campus.”

“The project manager
[from Sterling Communi-
cations| for this particular
endeavor serves as a consul-
tant and an adviser,” Malone
said.

The contract said that the
project manager working on
the plan is to be paid $120
per hour. Other fees includ-
ed in the price of the contract

was wrong for the

“information”  to
have the phrase “Vote Yes”
onit.

“We wouldn't have put the
information out there if we
didn’t support it,” Cothern
said.

President Sidney McPhee
could not be reached for
comment.

The contract said a strat-
egy would be made to “build
support among key student
constituencies, such as Stu-
dent Government Associa-
tion leadership and others
with common interests, who
can help tell the story and
build additional widespread
support.”
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Unuversity staff under fire

Steering Committee proposal could have
effect on some senior, tenured faculty

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Managing Editor

After reviewing the pro-
posed cuts summary and
final report from the Steer-
ing Committee, some fac-
ulty agree with having a
furlough once a month and
beginning post retirement
early if other positions will
be saved.

The summary report said
that having a furlough once

“Now that’s a 5 percent cut
inincome, but if it would go
towards helping people and
keeping them, then I'm all
for it.”

One of the other propos-
als mentioned in the sum-
mary and final report is
suggesting to faculty to be-
gin post-retirement early.
The final report said this
could be done by announc-
ing a 5-year moratorium by

Gebert said the program
consists of faculty members
that want to retire and will
agree to a number of years,
usually 1 to 4, to teach half
time with 15-credit hours
at half salary so their medi-
cal benefits will continue.

Because of the status
of the economy, Gebert
said the number of faculty
thinking about beginning
post retirement is going

a month will save $5
million.
“I'don’t think anybody
wants that and [Presi
dent Sidney] McPhee

wouldnt choose that,
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down because faculty
lost their investments
in the stock market.
“I know a couple of
faculty that were go-

but 1 think it’s
one option,” said

Jane Marcellus, “
journalism  as-
sociate  professor  ginaa
and member of

the Faculty Senate.
“From what [I've
heard, as a faculty
senator it would be handled
fairly.”

Marcellus said that she
would rather not have a fur-
lough but if it can preserve
people’s jobs then she is in
favor of it.

Ed Kimbrell, journalism
professor, said he has talked
to faculty who are also in fa-
vor of the furlough.

“If it would save some
positions at the university
then 1 would be more than
willing,” Kimbrell said.

ing to retire and now

| know a couple of faculty that were going
to retire and now they’ve dropped the idea

approving post-retirement
teaching after June 30.

“Retirement is a choice
that faculty have, [and] not
all the Tennessee Board Re-
gents institutions have used
the post retirement option
that we use at MTSU,” said
Kaylene Gebert, executive
vice president and provost
of Academic Affairs. “That
is another program, which
is under consideration as to
whether we continue that
program or not.”

the stock market crashed.”

ED KIMBRELL
JOURNALISM PROFESSOR

they’ve dropped the whole
idea since the stock market
crashed,” Kimbrell said.
Kimbrell said that
there are two retirement
systems: the Tennes-
see Consolidated Sys-
tem and the Teachers

To read more, visit us online.

www.mtsusidelines.com
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Commuittee crunches mass media

By EMMA EGLI

Assistant News Editor

The Academic and
Instructional Review
workgroup has pro-
posed to create a me- &
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posing it have no
idea what each in-
dividual organiza-
tion is about,” said
ug{ Richard Lowe, a
“ %8 senior mass com-

dia center by merging
Sidelines, WMOT 89.5,
WMTS 88.3, Collage,
WTTV Channel 10 and
Scared Rabbit Records
into one location with
one budget.

The AIR workgroup
has recommended a

number of smaller reduc-
tions that are estimated to
save MTSU a combined
total of at least $4 mil-
lion. One of these smaller
reductions includes the
proposed media center.
“I think the people pro-

munications ma-
jor and general manager
of MTTV. “The idea of
a student media center
would be a good idea
only if every organiza-
tion in that media center
had a shared goal.”
According to the Steer-
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“Yecoras

To read more, visit us online.

www.mtsusidelines.com

ing Committee’s proposed
final report, the combined
budget of the media cen-
ter’s units could be reduced
by about $500,000. It also
said that savings would en-
sue from staff reductions.

onlhe
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Continued from page 1: Health Fair promotes well being

By SPENCER MOHEAD

Staff Writer

MTSU CampusRecreation
and Student Health Services
ht.ld its first unified health
fair yesterday in conjunction
with the ribbon- cutting cer-
€mony for the new campus
pharmau

President Sidney McPhee
attended the 9 a.m. ribbon-
cutting in the atrium of the
Health, Wellness and Recre-
ation Center to commemo
rate the pharmacy, which has
been active since January.

Several student- and
campus-run health organi
zations set up booths in the
main gym of the Rec Cen
ter for the health fair, which
lasted from 11 am. to 4 p.m
According to graduate assis
tant Sara Hughes, 125 stu
dents, faculty and staff had
registered their attendance
at the health fair by the

midpoint at 2 p.m.

“I'm very pleased with
how it’s gone,” said Lisa
Thomason,
Health Promotion.
ple are having fun.”

Members of Professor
Cheryl Ellis’ Teaching Hu-
man Sexuality class present-
ed a number of booths that
instructed the proper use of
contraceptives, the dangers
of sexually transmitted dis
ease and the negative effects
[he
last booth demonstrated its

“Peo-

of alcohol on judgment.

point with a game where

participants attempted to
sink Ping Pong balls into solo

cups while wearing goggles

that simulated inebriation

I'he booths also gave away a
variety ot condoms

Ie —— '
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MT Baha'is hold prayer for imprisoned leaders

By DUSTIN EVANS

I'l
Murfreesl
therford County is

scheduled to host its “In

terfaith Prayer Mec
for the
Baha'it Leaders” on Feb.
26 at 7 p.m.

The prayer meeting, which
is being held in room S118 of

Ling

Satety of Persian

the Business and Aerospace
Building, is in response to
the arrest and impending
trial of seven Baha'i leaders
in Iran.

Fariba Kamalabadi,
Jamaloddin Khanjani,
Afif Naemi, Saeid Rezaie,

Mahvash Sabet, Behrouz

Tavakkoli and Vahid
Tizfahm have all been
charged with espionage

to Israel and are sched
uled to stand trial within
the week. All seven face

director of

Rich Veloz said while
wearing a sandwich
board that read, “Let’s

talk about sex, baby.”

A nutrition trivia pong
game at the Student Dietetic
Association booth gave stu-
dents health tips.

“I learned about nutrition
baby steps,” said Riley Jacks,
a senior elementary educa-
tion major.

The Speech/Language and
Hearing Clinic booth of-
fered free hearing tests and
information about its clinic,
which is one of few facilities
to allow undergraduate stu-
dents practical experience in
their fields.

To read more, visit us online.
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Dr. Pat Spangler performed free eye and blood pressure exams for students at the health fair yesterday.

fact that th

unfounded

Crofts, the

the MTS

ciration

here 1s the fact that they
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will go against

the Islamic government.”
Crofts said that Iran

thinks that Baha'is are

threatening their govern-

are Baha is; [lran| thn
Baha'is

ment because Baha'i is a
newer religious faith in
the country.

“The persecution of

Baha'is has increased
dramatically since the
[Iranian| Revolution of

1979,” said Carol Man-
sour, the spokeswoman
of the Middle Tennessee
Baha’is. “When the |[Is-
lamic]| fundamentalist
clergy took over the coun-

,

923 E. Lytle Street

| [Fees:

(| |*40.00 weekly, first ehild 430.00 weekly,

(| |#15.00 daily, first child additional children

| [+2500 registration fee 11200 dally,

y additional ehildren

| |Activities:

|| |homework help special guests and activites

|| |art. science, music, ect. activities  qualified teachers ‘
‘ (hmd/:uml projects ) |

|| 8ehool Program

Evening Care for Children
Kindergarden through 8th grade

(behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220
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Back to school-do’s

')o get 3 greatcut

(...and DON'TS)

)o ﬁet 3 professmnal massage

Do get a rejuvenating facial

Do get a real manicure
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¢ bodies of Baha'i and
them executed.’

said that the

baha'i faith is a world re-

rofts

igion that strives to unite
il faiths and races from
around the world into a
single human family. She

said that the followers of

Baha'u’llah are found in
every country, making it
“the second-most wide-
spread religion besides
Christianity.”

“This meeting really is
for everybody [and] anyone
who wants to come pray for
human rights and religious

freedom in the world,” Crofts
said. “We are going to have
prayers from all religions;
we want pravers from every

religion represented so that it

is really focus the hu
man issue

Mansour said that the
prayer
to provide solace to the im

meeting would help
prisoned leaders and their
families.

“We are hoping to ease
the suffering of this inci
dent, leading to their re
lease,” Mansour said. “We
believe that prayer has the
power to affect change.”

Crofts said she hnpu the
meeting will also promote

awareness of rellglous perse-
cution, not just in Iran.
“Hopefully it will pro-
mote awareness to the
students on campus and
to members of the com-
munity so that they can
write to their congress-
men - let their congress-
men become aware of the
there so that
put forth some
action to stop that from
happening,” Crofts said.

situation

we can

On Feb. 13, the U.S. House

intro-
which
would condemn the govern-
ment of Iran for sponsor-
ing the persecution of the

of Representatives

duced H. Res. 175,

Baha'is and violating the
International Covenants on
Human Rights.

The Baha'is have been us-
ing America as the place to
defect for quite some time,
Mansour said.

“Middle Tennessee is set
up as a safe haven for refu-
gees,” Mansour said. “Many
Baha'is come to Middle Ten-
nessee as their first stop for
refuge.”

To read more, visit us online.

www.mtsusidelines.com

| Nominate

STUDENT NOMINATION

for

OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARDS

2008-2009

from

(Please Print Full Name of Instructor)

Signature of Nominator

(Department of Nominee)

fora

2008-2009 Outstanding Teacher Award

(Nominees must be full-time faculty members to be eligible)

(Please type or print clearly)

Printed name of Nominator

Please return this ballot to:

Office of E xecutive Vice President and Provost,

111 Cope Administration Building
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Deadline

Monday, March 9, 2009
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MTSU could stop expenditures to Governor’s school

STAFF REPORT

The work group for Aca-
demic and Instructional Re-
view suggested in its final re-
port, released on Feb. 19, that
President Sidney McPhee cut
the expenditures for the Ten-
nessee Governor’s School for
the Arts.

Lynda Hawkersmith, the
assistant director and dean

of students for the Tennes-
see GSFTA was unaware of
the report’s release, how-
ever, she said that she does
not feel that the change will
affect the program.

“We are funded by the
state of Tennessee,” Hawk-
ersmith said. “[The pro-
posed cut] would not shut
down the program.”

Charles Perry, chair of

the Steering Commit-
tee, said McPhee would be
making the final decision
on the matter, and it would
be unfair to comment on
any specifics.

“MTSU has hosted Gov-
ernor’s School for 25 years,”
Hawkersmith said.

She also said that MTSU
has a very strong connec-
tion with the program.

ATM CLASS ACTION NOTICE

ATM that did

o
+
.

» If you have withdrawn cash from an
the fee to be charged on a printed
sign and on the screen, federal law

allows you to recover damages, plus
attorney’s fees and costs

For a FREE consultation call:
PRUSSELL MCWHERTER PLC

Toll Free 1-

not prominently display

888-354-FIRM

VENT HOTLINE 615 483

4000 RCKTWM 401 6TH AVE

c NASHVILL 1203
¢ NASHVILLE TW 3

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION

March 4, 2009
8a.m.-7 p.m.

FREE POPCORN
FREE 8-OZ. COKE

Register to win:
$50 gift cards
$10 gift cards
Coca-Cola t-shirts

Receive a coupon for $1.00 off
your next purchase.

DAY

Dwight's Mini Mart
2nd Floor KUC

Limited quantities.
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Rocketown burns its birthday fuse

By FAITH FRANKLIN

Community News Editor

Rocketown is scheduled
to host its annual birthday
party Saturday to celebrate
six years of building relation-
ships with the teenagers who
visit annually to enjoy music,
skateboarding and coffee.

The party, an all-day event,
will feature skateboarding
and dodgeball competitions
as well as a “Halo II” and
“Super Smash Bros.” compe-
tition, ending with a fashion
show.

“Our

sixth anniversary

of reaching out to teens in
downtown Nashville is a great
[time] for everybody to come
together and see a little bit
of what we provide at Rock-
etown,” said Audra Davis, di-
rector of programming,

Rocketown is a youth
outreach, recreation and
entertainment facility.

“Our mission is to pro-
vide a safe place for teens
where they feel accepted,”
Davis said.

Rocketown also pro-
vides entertainment op-
tions, such as concerts, as

well as after-school and
weekend programming.

“Our after-school pro-
grams are targeted toward
those in high school, but
our concerts are for all ages,”
Davis said. “We have a lot
of college students who vol-
unteer down here who help
with shows and who also
help with some of our men-
toring programs.”

To read more, visit us online.

www.mtsusidelines.com
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Sondra Wilson, SGA presi
dent, and Brandon McNary,
SGA executive vice president
and speaker of the senate,
have both said they support
the referendum.

The referendum includes
the construction — sched-
uled to begin in 2011 — of a
five-story, 830-space park-
ing garage, additional buses
to the Raider Xpress shuttle
system, new bike lanes, im-
provements to MTSU Boule-

vard and the construction of

an entrance to campus from
Wiles Court.

Female Ecstasy users
and non-users needed
for research

Four houses located on
Wiles Court, a residential
neighborhood off Greenland
Drive, and one house near
the road would be directly
affected by the construction
of the entrance.

“As a university, we would
have to purchase those hous-
es,” Malone said.

Students renting houses on
Wiles Court said they were
upset about the entrance’s
construction.

“If they actually do decide
to put the [Wiles Court en-
trance| here, it would be a
pretty big disappointment
on my behalf,” said Jacob
Azmitia, a junior nutrition

Researchers at Vanderbilt
are recruiting Caucasian
females (ages 18-25) who
have used Ecstasy and
those who have not used
Ecstasy to complete a
confidential brain imaging
study. Participants will be
compensated up to $375
for their time in completing
a comprehensive study.
For inquiries or to enroll,

 contact Gavin at

- 615-936-1013.

Drug Abuse.

This study is sponsored by
the National Institute on

major and resident of 802
Wiles Court.

Azmitia said his landlord
owns two houses on the
street.

“They have been pres-
suring him into selling for
a while,” Azmitia said. “He
doesn’t seem too perturbed
about it at the moment, but
you can tell he will eventually
sell when the price is right.”

Nick Menson, a senior
concrete management major,
lives at 1902 Greenland Dr., a
house that would be affected
by the entrance.

“IThe Wiles Court en-
trance| is a misappropria-
tion of funds,” Menson said.
“They need to invest in aca-
demics.”

Adam Weber, a senior
plant and soil sciences ma-
jor and Menson’s roommate,
said he disagrees with the en-
trance.

“I'm a little ticked because
there are programs that are
getting cut,” Weber said.
“I'm an agriculture student,
and theyre thinking about
cutting the Farm Lab.”

The final report from the
workgroup proposing sug-
gestions for budget cuts
within academics at MTSU
included the elimination of
the lab at an estimated sav-
ings of $600,000 for the uni-
versity.

Weber said this would lead
to the elimination of agricul-
tural programs at MTSU.

“Why don’t they take
the money that would go
towards the [entrance]
and fix all the programs
on campus that are going
downhill,” Weber said.
“There are people who are
in degree programs right
now that are facing going
to another school to finish
their degree.”

Today is the last day stu-
dents will be able to vote on
the referendum, as well as in
the SGA elections. To vote,
students must log into their
MTSU webmail accounts
and look for an e-mail from
Gene Fitch, associate vice
president for Student Af-
fairs and dean of Student
Life, entitled “Spring 2009
SGA Elections — Vote Now.”
Further instructions are
within the e-mail.
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OPINIONS

FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

All-Access
campaign
frivolous,

vote no!

MTSU is about to en-
dure about $19 million
in budget cuts from state
appropriations.

University officials are
doing everything pos-
sible to ensure the cuts

don’t affect the “Aca-
demic Master Plan.”
After hearing the

word “academic” in “Ac
ademic Master Plan,”
one would assume the
plan would pertain to,
say, academics. But the
plan has to do with on
campus construction,
and lots of it.

The next ph.i\c the
university is working on
in the Academic Master
Plan is the “All-Access
Campus Improvement
Plan.” This includes the
construction of a park-
ing garage, buying more
Raider Xpress buses and
purchasing houses from
landlords near campus
to build a new entrance.

For this plan to go into
effect, the student body
must first vote in favor
of it. If it passes, fees
will be raised by $5, $15,
$20, $40 and $60 over
the next five academic
school years, increasing
each year.

Itseemskind of strange
that a university about to
make cuts to countless
programs on its campus
would try and persuade
the student body to fund
such projects.

Events and Trans-
portation Services has
already spent at least
$10,000 on “Vote Yes”
advertising.

We, the staff of Side-
lines, can hear the frus-
tration emitting from
programs, such as
WMOT, that are on the
verge of elimination.

Students are told that
the reasoning behind
the Academic Master
Plan is to build a pedes-
trian-oriented campus
with an academic core.
But if there aren’t any
academic programs left,
what difference will aes-
thetic landscapes and
majestic new buildings
make?

“But past students vot-
ed yes on fee increases to
give you better build-
ings,” say university of-
ficials.

Regardless, Sidelines
strongly advises you to
consider voting no.

Voting for the All-Ac-
cess Campus Improve-
ment Plan is scheduled
to conclude tonight at
midnight. To vote, stu-
dents must log into their
webmail accounts and
select the mass e-mail
entitled “Spring 2009
SGA Elections — Vote
Now.”

Don't let rhetoric af-
fect your decision. It’s
just the administration’s
way of trying to con-
vince you that construc-
tion is more important
than academics during
times of tremendous
budget cuts in higher
education.

Why MTSU needs to keep WMOT

The following is a letter
written to President Sid-
ney McPhee concerning the
elimination of WMOT.

I am writing to express
some of my thoughts and
concerns regarding the pos
sible elimination or restruc
turing of WMOT. You have
no doubt received much cor
respondence recently from
members of the community
outlining why they think
WMOT should be saved.

My perspective may be
slightly  different  from
what you've been hearing. |
would like to consider not
only why WMOT should
be saved, but also why it
cannot be eliminated. It
is an issue of permanence.
WMOT 1s unique

ind

valuable far beyond its rele-
vance to MTSU’s academic
structure. One of the few
remaining 24-hour main-
stream jazz stations in the
country, WMOT is legend-
ary and revered by a large
family of artists and listen-
ers nationwide. If the jazz
community loses this sta-
tion, it is gone forever.

It’s my belief that the fi-
nancial problems being
suffered by WMOT stem
from the jazz commu-
nity taking the station for
granted and assuming that
it will always be funded by
MTSU. This situation is
now being exacerbated by
budget cuts. MTSU must
be relieved of the burden
of hinancing a radio station

that it views as having a

limited contribution to its
educational mission while
keeping WMOT on the air
serving the community
that has come to rely upon
its invaluable service.

For the burden of financ-
ing the station to be relieved,
several things must happen.

First, the staff and Board
of Directors of WMOT
need to cultivate a much
higher level of corporate
underwriting and explore
the possibility of writing
grant applications to major
arts funding groups.

Second, WMOTs listeners
need to pledge yearly contri-
butions equal to the amount
of annual costs for satellite ra-
dio or cable music channels.

Third, the artists who
benefit from the exposure

they receive on WMOT
need to pledge yearly con-
tributions that would equal
the amount they would
spend on advertising and
radio promotion.

Organizing this support
base and implementing this
structure will take time,
so I'm asking you to save
WMOT now to afford us the
opportunity to facilitate these
ideas. Eliminating the station
by suddenly cutting funding
without any serious attempt
to save this 40-year tradition
would be unfair to all who
have supported this station in
the paste and have displayed
an interest in seeing WMOT
remain on the air.

Fire a warning shot, but
throw us a lifeline. Give the
Jazz community two years

to restructure the fund-
raising so that MTSU will
no longer have to finance
this radio station. Consoli-
dating the station into one
large department with all
the other media services of-
fered by MTSU would only
serve to dilute and homoge-
nize its mission and destroy
its identity and purpose.
WMOT is a gem that
cannot be lost. Please find a
way to keep WMOT on the
air doing what it has done
so well for so long for so
many in order that it may
be restructured to continue
doing this important, valu-
able and unique job.
Sincerely,
Roger A. Spencer
Director, Nashville Jazz
Workshop

Low student participation hurts MT

Recently, the
Government
held its executive
for the upcoming elections
Being a first-time SGA sen
ator and member, | was ex
cited and looking forward
to it. Already knowing the
majority of the candidates
from working with them
in the senate, [ was curious
to hear what they had to
say regarding the positions
they were running for and
how they were going to lead
the students next year.

First, I want to say that
all the candidates did an
excellent job, but I'm a
little disappointed. As a
previous article in Sidelines
stated a few days ago, these
upcoming SGA elections
will probably be the most
important in quite a while.

There were 15 people at
most at the debate.

Regrettably, student par-
ticipation is a problem that
not only the SGA has, but
other organizations have

Student
ASssoclation

debates

”
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N
Challenges
Ahead

Sam Ashby

as well. In my opinion, for
the SGA to be effective and
to serve the student body
as best we can, we must in-
crease student participation
and student dialogue. Un-
fortunately, posting flyers,
creating Facebook groups
and talking to people isn’t
doing the trick.

We need to rethink the way
we're doing things. We need
to work smarter, not harder.
We need to start using things
such as Twitter, Facebook,
e-mail, etc. more efficiently
and to our advantage.

As of now, the SGA is not

COMICS

allowed to send out mass e
mail messages to students.
'his needs to change.

If we were to send out a
monthly newsletter in an
e-mail
would begin to see an in
creased visibility of the
events the SGA is sponsor
ing and a renewed interest
in getting involved.

Another important issue
that the SGA is currently
facing is an apparent dis
connect between itself and
the administration. For the
organization to work effec
tively and for the best in-
terests of the students, this
should not be happening,

The vice president of Ad
ministration and Public
Affairs, a position among
the SGA executive officers,
can at any time appoint a
legislative liaison. 1 think
it’s time that we do that.

Members have stated be
fore that the job in the past
has consisted of the liaison
sitting in on the meetings

message, students

and posting what was said
on the SGA Web site.

That is not my vision of
a legislative liaison. He or
she needs to be a commit-
ted student who is willing
to ask administration and
university personnel tough
questions. The liaison needs
to be able to follow legis-
lation in the SGA senate
and ensure it is signed and
passed by the vice president
of Student Affairs. He or
she needs to be the effective
backbone for the SGA.

The liaison will be the
mediator between the ad-
ministration and the SGA
during times of lax com-
munication. If the SGA
passes a piece of legisla-
tion that the administra-
tion may have reservations
about, it will be the liaison’s
job to address the admin-
istration’s concern back to
the senate. From there, the
senate will readdress and
rework legislation to ensure
that it is passed.

What I am stressing in
this relationship is cooper-
ation. The administration
and the SGA will, at times,
have different goals in mind
when working together.

What should matter,
though, are the things on
which we agree: the things
we can work on together
that will put the students
first and what can ensure
that MTSU is on the right
path for the future. With
the upcoming year of chal-
lenges, it is my belief that
the legislative liaison will
play one of the most impor-
tant roles in the SGA, along
with the executive officers.

Sam Ashby is a freshman
majoring in liberal arts and
can be reached at sa2s@
mtsu.edu.

To read more, visit us online.

onlihe

www.mtsusidelines.com

‘ “Angry Chicken”

myspace.com/scaredstickless
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sykosake@comcast net

Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes
letters to the editor from all
readers. Please e-mail letters
to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and
include your name and a
phone number for verification.
Sidelines will not publish
anonymous letters. We reserve
the right to edit for grammar,
length and content.

Sidelines is the editorially
independent, non-profit
student-produced newspaper
of Middle Tennessee State
University. Sidelines publishes
Monday and Thursday during
the fall and spring semesters
and Wednesday during
June and July. The opinions
expressed herein are those
of the individual writers and
not necessarily Sidelines or
MTSU.
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DO YOU FEEL YOU
HAVE A VOICE IN
MTSU’S FUTURE?
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JESSICA PACE
aff Writer

Most people know Au
ustana because of songs
ke “Boston,” the piano
en hit that received ex
asive radio play and sold
ore than a million copies.
Thanks to the MTSU
ncert committee, the
dvisited Tucker Theatre
night with new songs
its third album, Can't
e Can’t Hurt, which was
pased in the spring of
D8. The performance
s something of a home-
ming for guitarist Chris
achtleben, who briefly at-
ended MTSU.

Lead vocalist Dan Layus
expressed the band’s love
for playing on college cam-
puses.

“College shows are a
blast,” Layus says. “All the
kids are just wanting to
have a good time.”

Some might say Augusta-
na experienced success in
reverse. The band reached
the top of the Billboard
Heatseekers chart with its
second album, All the Stars
and Boulevards, and sealed
a deal with Epic Records
while the guys were still in
their late teens.

Between performances
on the Late Show with Da-
vid Letterman, The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno and
The Ellen Degeneres Show,
and opening for the likes
of Dashboard Confessional
and Snow Patrol, it was dif-
ficult for the band to both
grasp the recognition as a

By CLARA RASMUSSEN
Contributing Writer

The world witnessed the
inauguration of President
Barack Obama on Jan.
20. Many people took the
trip to Washington , D.C.,
while others stayed home
and enjoyed the moving
moment on TV.

Where were you that
day? On the way to my
international  relations
class, a group of students
was watching the inaugu-
ration from a projector
in the political science
building.

In that moment, hearing
President Obama’s voice, |
thought how lucky I was to
have met him in person.

I had the opportunity
to go to the caRitol \\'l!h
John A. Logan College in
Carterville, Ill. They of-
fered a course involv%ng
a trip to D.C. involvx‘ng
visits to the Pentagon, Su-

reme Court, Arlingtun
Cemetery and meetings
with senators and con-
gressmen. L

But the most exciting
part of the trip was being

reality and realize that the
music industry is not al-
ways kind.

F'hough his career is far
from reaching a stand-
still, Layus has had the
time while on tour to write
with less

SONgs ressure
Ls

and k“gk’\t the whirlwind of
success Augustana quickly
received.

“It’s kind of hard wher

youre in it,’ Layus

“It’s the same as any job
Each milestone is so de
tailed, and it’s hard to see
how lucky we've been day

by day when we're in it

Though grateful for Au
gustana’s popularity thus
far, Layus still has high
expectations for the band
and does not yet think that
it has achieved the level of
success its are capable of.

“I think it’s a healthy mix
of expectations and humil-
ity and drive and luck,”
Layus says. “1 definitely
would never have thought
that our lives would come
to this level. You have a
certain level of expecta-
tions for yourself, but you
can’t expect a certain re-
sponse because there are so
many outside contributors
to how a single does or how
a tour does.”

One thing Layus has
learned between recording,
writing and touring is that
some things are out of his
hands.

“T've stopped blaming my-
self for why a certain thing
flopped or why there weren’t
a lot of people at a show —
maybe they had to study.”

lav B

Augustana comes to MTSU

and plays to promote third album “Can’t Love Can’t Hurt”

By
UF THE WEEK

Dan Layus, lead singer of Augustana performs at Tucker Theatre Wednesday night to promote their new album.

Now, Layus says he hopes
the band stays away from
becoming jaded and has
developed a better sense
of know-how in the studio
and on stage.

“I don’t believe anyone in
this business deserves suc
cess,” Layus says. “If you
take anything too serious
ly, you shoot yourself in the
foot. We expect more from
ourselves than what people
can give back.”

'l‘hough he likes the well
received songs from Can't
Love* Can’t Hurt, Layus ad
mits that singles are often
not necessarily the songs that
are most important to him.

““Twenty Years' came
out really cool — the dy
namics and strings, espe
cially,” Layus says. “1 Still
Ain’t Over You’ is fun to
play live. I like at least half
the record still.”

Even if Layus gets tired
of playing songs from Can’t
Love Can’t Hurt, he says he
is not anxious that all of
Augustana’s early success
signifies that the band has
hit its ptull\.

“I still don’t think
written the best [that | can
write|,” Layus says. “If I
\lltl, l \\()Ul(l l\(' \\UlllL‘(l,
But I look up to Wilco,
[om Petty, Bruce Spring
steen, and they all still have
massive hits.”

Augustana has had little
trouble producing hits in
the past, and Can’t Love
Can’t Hurt is no different
in that and Low’
and “I Still Ain’t Over You”
have already achieved a lot
of recognition. The band
has kept the same sound
with

['ve

“Sweet

a slightly upgraded
formula.
Apart from a new pro

ducer, Mike Flynn, Layus
remarks that the songwrit-
ing has advanced to a more
mature level.

“My perspective is differ

ent,” Layus says. “I think
Can’t Love Can’t Hurt is
way more focused on a

point lyrically.”

Layus converted the
stress of juggling father-
hood and a band breaking
through into song material
and took voice lessons in
an effort to take more care
in performing.

“There was more to take
care of,” Layus says. “There
were people not relying
on me, but I had to pick
up some weight and make
changes. And they were
good ones — they were mo-
tivating and helped me stay
out of a sea of oblivion.”

Layus that some
of this doubt and stress is

says

evident in Can’t Love Can'’t
Hurt and has impacted his

continuously changing
writing process.
Augustana also looks

up to bands that they have
opened for, like the Count-
ing Crows, because of the
band’s ability to remain
grounded in spite of what-
ever fame they achieve. This
is a mentality Layus wants
Augustana to mirror.

“They’ve had so much
commercial success, but
you don’t think of them
like that,” Layus says of the
Counting Crows.

Augustana is straddling a
line between not-quite-there
and greater recognition.

Until they break through
as big as Layus would like,
the band members are just
aiming for continued suc-
cess without losing their
heads along the way.

efore he was our president

Student shares her experience meeting then-Illinois Sen. Barack Obama

Photo courtesy of Clara Rasmussen

Exchange student Clara Rasmussen had the opportunity to meet Sen. Dick Durbin and then-Sen.
Barack Obama. The experience made the inauguration more memorable for her.

introduced to then-Illinois
Sen. Barack Obama.

The Capitol was full
of action and rushing
around, with senators
coming and going. I felt
invisible in the world of
policy-makers, in a place

where the power to change
the future of American
citizens is in their hands.

You could see yourself

becoming one of them, sit-
ting at a nice desk; dressing
in expensive suits; signing
paper after paper; being

somebody.

The Capitol building
had a set-up room with big
windows and many chairs.
We met at least 30 people
from other Illinois colleg-
es. | got a seat close to the
podium in the second row

s0 | could watch every mo

ment that was happening
Evervbody was ,‘l.\‘?k'\‘.
idy for the great moment
Sen. Obama

ed 1into the room Iui

eppe

lowed by Sen. Dick Durbin,

both dressed

in dark suits
and so ['hey

brought with them an at

confident

mosphere of power and
importance that | felt as
soon as they started talk

ing.
Sen. Obama showed so
much intelligence, but

the most important thing
was that he listened care-
fully to the questions be-
ing asked. He was calm
and took a few moments
before he answered, mak-
ing sure nobody would
feel excluded. A man with
so much potential and
great accomplishments, I
thought.

“What are the plans for
veterans and education?”
asked Greg Cassel, a 39
political science major.

“These are the primary
issues that [ am dealing
with,” answered the Sena-
tor.

After the conference we

posed for a group picture
with both but
| really wanted a picture
with just them. Taking a
\iL'L'}‘ breath, 1 asked the
guide if she thought that
taking a picture with only
the senators and me would
be }‘U,\,\ihlc.

After questioning the
senators, she motioned for
me to follow. I was very
nervous but proud. Af-
ter my picture was taken,
| thanked them and we
shook hands.

Paul Rasmussen, 36, also
got to shake hands with
Obama and thought that
he had “a lot of integrity.”

We all had a great dis-
cussion about the senator
on the way back because
he left a wonderful impres-
sion that would not be for-
gotten.

[he trip covered so much
of the past, present and fu-
ture of American history.

Meeting Obama, | was
impressed by his confi-
education, back
ground and his willing-
ness to help people. Those
things have brought him to
where he is today.

senators,

dence,

N Y T — T,
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- Baseball still undefeated after first five games

By ZACH REVES
Assistant Sports Edito

Five games into the base
ball and
Raiders still haven't added

season the Blue

anvthing to their loss col

umn.

For an encore perfor
mance to its three game
sweep of Missour: State

MT earned a 12

over Belmont

10 victory

[uesday and

a 9-8 win over Ten

NEessee
lech vesterday.
Against  Belmont, the

Blue Raiders had to comi

from behind

and into ex
tra-innings to

KCC]

! Jama} - R 1
unblemished

LCOT(
SOPHhOMOTrk shortst
¢
Miller scorched
( [ {
) . {
\ 1IC 1CdC
ICTr wWel
¢ +« DRI —
( \DIS ana
€ WII

when start

sophomore Jud

stoltz gave up five earned

1s on six hits in his two
nnings of work.

However, the MT offense

mounted a comeback, scor-

ing four runs in the fourth

thanks to the power hitting
of wphunwrc left fielder
Bryce Brentz and junior
catcher Drew Robertson.
Brentz went 3-for-5 for the
game with two RBIs and

pProv ided two

RBIs on 2-for-5 hitting.
hman pitcher Brett
up his first

Wilson picked

Robertson
Fres
season and ju

win of th

nior reliever Cotv Woods
earned his second save of
ison as he struck out
Wi ) nning ap
1sk anymore
'.\V‘H\i‘» \!l(i
1C ! Steve Peter
looks very calm
I know
|
{ S
{ ir
de
R
\],,'.'
In
sixtl
fastbali 1
the Blue Raiders the decid
ing runs of the game

“I know Stuart is going

to be aggressive,” Peterson

a7

~ederal Cr 5 ALY

Raising Poss /

ne winner. It was hug
for him, and I know he was
excited.
Other than Meinhart’s
blast, the Blue Raiders had

little offense on the day.

Sophomore guard Anne Marie Lanning drives the lane. Lanning scored five points against FIU

Lady Raiders clinch Sun Belt

STAFF REPORT

l'he Lady Raiders may
have broken their streak
with a loss last week at
Florida Atlantic, but not
their spirit.

In  yesterday’s game
against Florida Interna-
tional, MT tallied up a 74-
54 win. The performance
solidified the
team’s No. 1 seed in the
Sun Belt tournament with
the win, but also left FIU
in the dust, leaving MT at
least a regular-season claim
to the conference title.

[he game started with
a bang, as junior forward
Brandi Brown Kkickstart-
ed the MT offense with
her first five shots, four of

not

only

which came from behind
the 3-point line.

Junior forward Alysha
Clark passed the 30-point
mark for her seventh-
straight game and led the
game with her 32 points.

Junior guard Chelsia
Lymon also got into the
double digits, putting up
14 points throughout the
game. Lymon also shot
3-for-3 in her 3-point
field goal attempts, help-
ing add to MT’s total of
24 makes.

The Lady Raiders led the
way, scoring seven points
only two minutes into the
game. Their lead increased
to 9-2 by 16:51, and the
Lady Raiders never looked
back, staying on top for the

remainder of the first halt

MT went into the locker
room leading off of a jump
er by junior guard Dana
Garrett, to put the |
Raiders up by 41-23.

FIU junior guard Monica
Bosilj attempted to rally the
Golden Panthers, starting
off the second half with her
two-point jumper, but was
immediately countered by
a Lymon 3-pointer.

The Lady Raiders contin
ued to wear FIU down un-
til the buzzer. M’
the final point on a Lymon
foul shot.

The women’s basketball
team will return to the
Murphy Center this Sunday
against Western Kentucky.
Tipoff is at 3:30 p.m.

scored
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gh with his swing during a base hit in MT’s opening series against Missouri Sta

I1s

put
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went Z-1or-5 witl y‘
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By RYLEE PATRICK

Beginning last Monda
the Blue

team hit the gym to begir

Raider footb

three-week iu;!; mat dri

session that wi

during its wi

SCSSI01S

['he

5:30)

4a.1m. cver
Wednesday and Friday to
hone its skills in speed, agil
ity and strength in prepara
tion for the upcoming 2009
that tenta

football season

tively begins with an away

vid 9 Vd (8]

Blue Raider

portion of their tin

weight room a

room while prepai

the upcoming season

the mat drills are a way for

the athletes to

their hard

other.
“Mat drills give every

one the chance to prove to

our coaches how we have

improved over the year,”

showcase

work to each

Sophomore pitcher Nick
Montgomery earned the
win during his three in-
nings of relief, giving up
wo earned runs on four
hits and striking out two.
ontinued his clos-

Woods

dominance, earning his

said Colin Boss, a redshirt
freshman and right guard
or MT.

During mat drills, 1 see

teammates work and
hurt together as a team,” said
sophomore defensive end

mmanuel Perez. “It makes

e feel good to see my team

ates pushing so hard to im-

ove themselves.

In addition to showing the
~-I?-’.’I‘:;:If‘:\ of the team, the
mat drills will also aim to
highlight the areas where the
team needs improvement.

What we need as a team
for the guys on the team
to step up and prove them
We need
up,” Wil-

selves as lmdcr»
1“1'1"}‘!'\' O grow
liams said.

Wil

oy
We need

Boss agreed with

lams and \.‘.ld.

AMMong our

: ]
immates and coaches

eds to come to

\ 1 D¢
Nis S¢asol
1 and
5 | O
} 14
| il
114 .
i . C
) ince and
nce ot therr
' 4 A1t et »
nates. Mat drills are
one of the tools the Blue

Raiders utilizing to

build a solid team in prepa

darc

ration for the 2009 season

Looking ahead to the
upcoming season, several
players said they are an-
ticipating returning to the

third save in as many :
pearances this season.

The Blue Raiders w
return to action witl
three-game series aga
Jacksonville State at Re:
Smith Jr. Field starting Fri
day at 3 p.m.

MT football warms up
winter workouts

field and have their own
hopes for what the new sea-
son will bring.

“I'm looking forward to
playing Clemson for our
first game of the season,”
Williams said. “They are
a strong team and I think
this is a great opportunity
for us to go out there and
everyone how hard
we've worked and how far
we've come as individuals
and as a team.”

Boss said that he be-
lieved this season’s team
had a lot of potential. “I
think what we all want is
to go to a bowl game this
season, he said. “We have
the potential and the abil-
ity to; we just need to go
out there and perform our

show

l\(\[

Other players are just
looking forward to the
excitement of the season.

I’'m looking forward to be-
ing back on the field with
my team and having fun
them,” Perez said.
We work really hard year-
round and we're ready to
hit the field again.”

Mat drills are scheduled
to continue for the next
two weeks, with the fourth
session taking place this
Monday. Following winter
workouts, spring training
will begin March 18th and
will continue until the an-
nual Blue-White game on
April 18th.

with

Men's basketball looks for second road trip win

By ZACH REVES
Assistant Sports Editor

The Blue Raider men’s
basketball team will play its
last road game of the regu-
lar season tomorrow night
as it looks for the season
sweep of Florida Interna-
tional.

With the Sun Belt Cham-
pionships  starting on
March 4, momentum mat-
ters for the Blue Raiders as
they look to remain perfect
against opponents from the

Sunshine State.

In their previous contest
this season on Jan. 10, the
Blue Raiders walked away
with a 68-63 home victory
thanks in part to senior
guard Demetrius Green's
winning 3-pointer.

MT (16-12, 9-7 SBC) is
coming off a 74-68 road
victory against Florida
Atlantic on Saturday that
featured a pair of seniors
fighting for the team’s post-
season life.

Senior guards Kevin
Kanaskie and Eric Al-
len stepped up their game
and led the team out of a
three-game losing streak in
Kanaskie
scored a game-and season-
high 24 points, while Allen
put up his first career dou-
ble-double with 17 points
and 11 rebounds.

However, MT could be a
very different team in this
outing compared to its pre-
vious appearance.

the conference.

Green, who missed a ma-
jority of the game against
FAU with a sprained an-
kle, remains questionable
for tomorrow’s game. He
ranks third on the team
with 11 points per con-
test.

Instead, the Blue Raiders
will look to receive a spark
from junior forward Mon-
tarrio Haddock, who is re-
turning from his one-game
suspension. Haddock, who
leads MT with 5.4 rebounds

per game, has been a mo
mentum booster all season
for the team coming off the
bench.

In MT’s way stands FIU
(11-18, 6-10 SBC),
coming off a 79-66 loss to
Sun Belt co-leader West-
ern Kentucky. The Golden
Panthers five dif-
ferent players who aver-
age more than 10 points a

who 1s

boast

game, but the strength of

FIU lies in its ability to re-
bound the ball effectively.

The team averages 34 re-
bounds a game.

With two games left, the
Blue Raiders remain tied
for sixth place with North
[exas. M
behind the division leading
WKU.

After the road game, the
Blue will return
home to finish the regular

is four games

Raiders
season by hosting long-
time rival WKU Saturday.
Tip-off is scheduled for 7
p.m.
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