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ABSTRACT

ENCOUNTER CRITICISM: IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT 

THROUGH PROSE FICTION 

by W il l ia m  P a t r i c k  R i l e y

This  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n t e g r a t e s  s e l e c t e d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o lo g y  w i t h  c e r t a i n  ap­

p r o a c h e s  t o  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  and t e a c h i n g  p r o s e  f i c t i o n  t o  

f o r m u l a t e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .  A c r i t i c a l  method d e s ig n e d  

t o  p rom ote  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  a p ­

p r o a c h e s  l i t e r a r y  works t o  b le n d  r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c ­

t o r s ,  c l o s e  i n t e r n a l  a n a l y s e s ,  and p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and 

a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T h is  method i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  an a n a l y t i c  

and p e r s o n a l  e s s a y  on J o s e p h  C o n r a d ' s  V i c t o r y . T h is  s t u d y  

a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  how s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  can s t i m u l a t e  

e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  u s e  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .

The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  draws on t h e  w r i t ­

i n g s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  and h u m a n i s t i c  t h i n k e r s  to  s u g g e s t  why 

c e r t a i n  im b a la n c e s  i n  c o n te m p o r a r y  A m erican  l i f e  make t h e  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  i d e n t i t y  a 

d i f f i c u l t  b u t  n e c e s s a r y  t a s k .  My a rgum en t  t h e n  d e f i n e s  

i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  as  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  o f  i n n e r  b e i n g ,  

p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Be­

c a u s e  i n n e r  b e i n g  i s  t h e  w e ak e s t  and m ost  t h r e a t e n e d  f a c e t  

o f  i d e n t i t y ,  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  em phas ize  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t .
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E s s e n t i a l  t o  such  deve lo p m en t  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  t o  be s e l f - c o n s c i o u s ,  t o  p e r c e i v e ,  v e r b a l i z e ,  and 

communicate  a s  many f a c e t s  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Thus, 

t o  s t i m u l a t e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  e d u c a t o r s  sh o u ld  s t r e s s  

t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s c o v e r y ,  and  c r e a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  mean­

i n g s  i n  what s t u d e n t s  l e a r n .

The s e co n d  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  d e s c r i b e s  how 

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  can  p ro m o te  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e .  

T h i s  p a r t  r e l a t e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  d i s c o v e r ­

i n g  and c r e a t i n g  o n e ' s  i d e n t i t y  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  q u a l i t i e s  

t h a t  make f i c t i o n  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t i m u l a t o r  and 

s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and shows t h e  p a r a l l e l s  b e ­

tw e en  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and f i c t i o n a l  s t u d y .  Here encoun­

t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i s  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  method t h a t  b r i n g s  t h e  

p e r s o n a l ,  s u b j e c t i v e  s e l f  t o  b e a r  i n  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y  and 

t h e r e b y  p ro m o te s  n o t  o n ly  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g ro w th ,  b u t  emo­

t i o n a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m a t u r i t y  a s  w e l l .

By a d d in g  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  t r a ­

d i t i o n a l  c r i t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s ,  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  s t r e s s e s  

t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  c e n t r a l  t o  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  w e l l  

and  m e a n i n g f u l l y ,  v iew s  f i c t i o n  as a n  i n t e g r a t i v e - d i s r u p t i v e  

complex ,  and f o c u s e s  on t h e  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n s  be tw een  l i f e  

and f i c t i o n .  T e c h n i c a l l y ,  t h i s  method em phasizes  t h e  u n i t y  

o f  form and m ean in g ,  t h e  i m p l i e d  a u t h o r ,  p o i n t  o f  v iew ,  and 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  a u t h o r ,  h i s  work,  and t h e  

r e a d e r .
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The t h i r d  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  employs an  e s s a y  on 

Jo s e p h  C o n r a d ' s  V i c t o r y  t o  e x e m p l i f y  how e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i ­

cism can  be u sed  by a  p r a c t i c e d  s t u d e n t  o f  f i c t i o n  a s  an 

e x t e n s i o n  o f  a n a l y t i c  c r i t i c a l  methods o r  as  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

t o  them. T h is  e s s a y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  u n d e r s t a n d ­

i n g  o f  t h e  n o v e l ' s  i d e a s  and t e c h n i q u e s ,  w h i l e  i n t e g r a t i n g  

p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  ex­

p l i c a t i o n .  I n  d o in g  s o ,  t h i s  exem pla ry  e s s a y  s u g g e s t s  t h e  

v a l u e  o f  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c i d e n t a l l y  v e r b a l i z ­

i n g ,  o r g a n i z i n g ,  and com m unica t ing  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and 

a p p l i c a t i o n s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  shows t h a t  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  

t e a c h i n g  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p ­

ment i n t o  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s .  The f o u r  f a c e t s  o f  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  p r o v i d i n g  a  r e l a t i v e l y  

open c la s s ro o m  e n v i r o n m e n t .  F i r s t ,  s t u d e n t  g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  

i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  a r e  u s e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  

c o u r s e ' s  s t r u c t u r e  and o b j e c t i v e s .  Second ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  

l i m i t s  h i s  r o l e s  a s  e x p e r t  and fo r m a l  a u t h o r i t y  and 

s t r e s s e s  h i s  r o l e s  a s  f a c i l i t a t o r  and p e r s o n .  T h i r d ,  t h e  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n  g r a d u a l l y  becomes t h e  c e n t r a l  

c l a s s ro o m  a c t i v i t y .  F o u r t h ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  and s t u d e n t  work 

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i v e  p r o c e s s .

I n  sum, t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h as  i n t e r r e l a t e d  t h e  e x i s ­

t e n t i a l  emphasis  on t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  knowledge and
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e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  need  f o r  and n a t u r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  

and c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  p r o s e  f i c t i o n  t o  d e v e lo p  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m  and t o  s u g g e s t  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  i t s  e f f e c t i v e  im­

p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n t e g r a t e s  some p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e x i s ­

t e n t i a l i s m  and e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o lo g y  i n t o  a s t u d y  o f  

w r i t i n g  abou t  and t e a c h i n g  p r o s e  f i c t i o n .  These  p r i n c i p l e s  

c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a ­

t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  i d e n ­

t i t y  d eve lop m en t  i s  a l s o  known as  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  f u l l  

humanness ,  v a l u e  deve lo p m e n t ,  autonomy, f u l l  g ro w th ,  and 

s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t .  Such  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  emerge from 

o n e ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t a k e  

p l a c e  when one  becomes s e l f - c o n s c i o u s ,  f r e e l y  e x p r e s s e s  h i s  

i n n e r  n a t u r e ,  and makes r e s p o n s i b l e  c h o i c e s .  One i s  g i v e n  

an e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  he m us t  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  

e s s e n c e ,  i t s  m ean ing  and v a l u e .

The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x p l o r e s  t h e  im­

b a l a n c e s  and i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  o f  co n tem p ora ry  Am erican  l i f e  

and d i s c u s s e s  why t h e y  make i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p ­

ment an  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l .  By l i n k i n g  

t h e s e  im b a la n c e s  and i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  w i t h  c e r t a i n  p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r e m is e s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

man, t h i s  p a r t  a l s o  d e f i n e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l

1
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i d e n t i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n  

i n  g e n e r a l  and t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  c u r ­

r i c u l a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  show t h a t  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm ent  i s  a  

v i a b l e  c o n c e p t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  l e a r n i n g  and t e a c h i n g .

The second  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a p p l i e s  t h e  p r o ­

c e s s  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  and c r e a t i n g  o n e ' s  i d e n t i t y  t o  f i c ­

t i o n a l  s t u d y .  I t  does so  by  l i n k i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  to  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  q u a l i t i e s  which make f i c t i o n  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t  s t i m u l a t o r  and s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  I t  

a l s o  shows t h e  p a r a l l e l s  be tw een  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and 

t h e  s t u d y  o f  f i c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  se co n d  p a r t  e x p l a i n s  

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .  A method o f  s t u d y i n g  and t e a c h i n g  

f i c t i o n  b a se d  m a i n l y  on W a l t e r  J .  S l a t o f f ' s  With R e sp e c t  t o  

R e ad e rs :  D im ens ions  o f  L i t e r a r y  R e s p o n s e , e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i ­

c ism b r i n g s  t h e  p e r s o n a l ,  s u b j e c t i v e  s e l f  t o  b e a r  i n  l i t ­

e r a r y  s t u d y  and t h e r e b y  p ro m ote s  n o t  o n l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

g row th ,  b u t  e m o t io n a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m a t u r i t y  a s  w e l l .

I n  d o in g  s o ,  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  e x t e n d s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s ­

p l a c e s  o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  m e th o d s .  I t  u t i l i z e s  p a r t i c u l a r  

works so  as  t o  i n t e g r a t e  r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  c l o s e  

and c a r e f u l  i n t e r n a l  a n a l y s e s ,  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s ,  and p e r ­

s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

The t h i r d  p a r t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  en ­

c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i n  an a n a l y t i c  and p e r s o n a l  e s s a y  on 

J o s e p h  C o n r a d ' s  V i c t o r y . T h is  e s s a y  shows b o t h  my
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com petence  a s  a  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  and my t h o u g h t s  and f e e l ­

i n g s  a s  a u n i q u e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  and a p p l y i n g  a  

l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  To a c h i e v e  t h e s e  e n d s ,  I  g i v e  a  gen­

e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how I  a p p ro a c h  t h e  n o v e l  and i n  t h e  

p r o c e s s  s y n t h e s i z e  C o n r a d ' s  i d e a s .  I  a l s o  p r e s e n t  t h e s e  

i d e a s  and t h e n  r e s p o n d  t o  and a p p ly  them to  m y s e l f .

L a s t l y ,  I  do an e x te n d e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  V i c t o r y  t o  show how 

my a p p ro a c h  and C o n r a d ' s  i d e a s  i n t e r r e l a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  an 

e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  f i c t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  p a r t ,  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x p l a i n s  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g ,  shows why i t  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  

i d e n t i t y - d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p ro a c h  t o  f i c t i o n ,  and d e m o n s t r a t e s  

how i t  can  be  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s .  F i r s t  o f  

a l l ,  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  p r o v i d e s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  open 

c l a s s r o o m  s i t u a t i o n  and a tm o s p h e r e .  S t u d e n t  g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  

i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  s t r u c ­

t u r e .  Second ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  d e -e m p h a s iz e s  h i s  r o l e s  a s  ex­

p e r t  and f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t y  and em phas izes  h i s  r o l e s  a s  f a c i l ­

i t a t o r  and p e r s o n .  T h i r d ,  p a s s i v i t y  and boredom a r e  m i n i ­

m ized  by  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  and o t h e r  fo rm s o f  

g ro u p  in v o lv e m e n t .  F o u r t h ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  a c t i v e l y  i n ­

v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i v e  p r o c e s s .

The f i n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  draws c o n ­

c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  can  p l a y  i n  

t h e  s t u d y  and t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  and
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u n i v e r s i t y  E n g l i s h  c u r r i c u l u m ,  a b o u t  how i t  c a n  p l a y  t h a t  

r o l e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  and m e a n i n g f u l l y ,  and a b o u t  why i t  

s h o u ld  p l a y  t h a t  r o l e .

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was prom pted  by  a  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much f r u i t l e s s n e s s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  and t e a c h i n g  

o f  f i c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l u m  b e c a u s e  what i s  e s ­

s e n t i a l l y  a  d eep  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n ,  i s  

o f t e n  c o r r u p t e d  i n  c r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g ,  l e c t u r e s ,  and c l a s s ­

room d i s c u s s i o n s  by  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  make f i c t i o n ,  f i r s t  and 

f o r e m o s t ,  an o b j e c t  t o  be c a t e g o r i z e d ,  c l a s s i f i e d ,  and a n ­

a l y z e d .  W hile  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  has  i t s  p l a c e  and can ,  i n  f a c t ,  

deepen  and e n r i c h  o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  

t h a t  p l a c e  s h o u l d  b e  s e c o n d a r y  t o  showing s t u d e n t s  how t h e  

s t u d y  o f  f i c t i o n  c a n  have d i r e c t  and p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  on 

t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s .  I f  g e t t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  u t i l i z e  f i c t i o n  

f o r  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  becomes c e n t r a l  t o  o u r  

s t u d y  and t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n ,  I  am c o n v in c ed  t h a t  t h e  

c u l t u r a l  im p a c t  o f  f i c t i o n  upon c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and g r a d ­

u a t e s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .

Having  l o n g  s t u d i e d  f i c t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  i d e n t i t y  

d e v e lo p m en t ,  I  was p rom pted  t o  w r i t e  a  t h e s i s  v e r i f y i n g  

Wayne C. B o o t h ' s  i d e a  i n  The R h e t o r i c  o f  F i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

m odem  c r i t i c a l  em phas is  on a u t h o r i a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  and im­

p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  i l l u s i o n a r y ,  t h a t  an a u t h o r  i s  a lm o s t  a lw ays
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s e e k i n g  t o  communicate  h i s  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  and t o  

c o n v in c e  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  t h e i r  v a l u e .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  

a u t h o r  i s  s e e k i n g  r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e s ,  and i f  t h e  r e a d e r  a r ­

t i c u l a t e s  h i s  r e s p o n s e s ,  t h e  r e a d e r  c a n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  

and c r e a t e  h i m s e l f .  S l a t o f f ' s  With R e sp e c t  t o  Readers  

s t i m u l a t e d  my t h i n k i n g  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e .  

W ith  h i s  i d e a s  i n  m ind ,  I  saw i n  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and e x i s ­

t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g y  p r i n c i p l e s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  

and t e a c h i n g  f i c t i o n  as  s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .

I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o c u s e s  on f i c t i o n ,  b r i n g s  

t o  b e a r  i d e a s  from p h i l o s o p h y  and p s y c h o l o g y ,  and has  a  

d e f i n i t e  p e d a g o g i c a l  s l a n t .  My hope i s  t h a t  i t s  t h r e e ­

f o l d  n a t u r e  w i l l  add s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  work a l r e a d y  done 

on t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and e x i s ­

t e n t i a l  p s y c h o lo g y  to  f i c t i o n  and t o  e d u c a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  

I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  shows t h a t  f i c t i o n  i s  n o t  

m e r e ly  v a l u a b l e  i n  and f o r  i t s e l f  as  a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

b u t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a  f a c i l i t a t o r  o f  i d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p ­

m en t .  F i c t i o n  and i d e n t i t y  d eve lop m en t  a r e  t o  be s t u d i e d  

and t a u g h t  t o g e t h e r .

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

W hile  t h i s  s t u d y  i m p l i e s  t h e  b r o a d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a p p l i ­

c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  c o n c e p t ,  i t  does  n o t  e l a b o r a t e  on 

s u c h  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  b u t  a d h e r e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and
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i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  c o n c e p t  as  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  

u n iq u e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  f i c t i o n .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  does n o t  s e e k  to  su b ­

s t i t u t e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y ­

c h o lo g y  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  f i c t i o n ,  n o r  does  i t  p r o p o s e  

s t u d y i n g  o n l y  f i c t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  i d e n t i t y  c o n c e p t  5 

a l l  f i c t i o n  i s  open t o  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c a l  a p p ro a c h .

N e x t ,  my e s s a y  on V i c t o r y  i s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e n d e d  

a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  l i t e r a r y  s c h o l a r s h i p .  I  

have m e r e ly  p i c k e d  a  work t h a t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m e a n in g f u l  

t o  me t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how a  p r a c t i c e d  s t u d e n t  o f  f i c t i o n  

m ig h t  b r i n g  h i m s e l f  s u b j e c t i v e l y  t o  b e a r  on l i t e r a t u r e .

F i n a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  on  u s i n g  

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i n  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s  i s  ba sed  i n  p a r t  on 

p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  such  c o u r s e s ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  b a se d  on a  s y s t e m a t i c  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d y  o f  

s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  i n  s u c h  c o u r s e s  b u t  on t h e  l o g i c a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  and s e l e c t e d  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g .

BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

A m a jo r  p r e m i s e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  

w i l l  f i n d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  f i c t i o n  o f  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e  n o t  as  a  

means o f  a c q u i r i n g  c u l t u r a l  and a e s t h e t i c  knowledge and 

n o t  m e r e l y  a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n a l y s i s .  A l th o u g h
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b oth  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  have v a l u e ,  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  and 

a p p l y i n g  f i c t i o n  p e r s o n a l l y  and s u b j e c t i v e l y  and t o  a  

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  d i s c o v e r i n g  and c r e a t i n g  o n e ' s  i d e n t i t y  

t h r o u g h  t h o s e  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  m ost  

e n r i c h i n g  p r o c e s s e s .

I t  a l s o  assumes t h a t  su c h  an a p p ro a c h  i s  o f  s p e c i a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  s t u d e n t  who l i v e s  i n  an 

e r a  i n  which t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t a s k  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  an  i d e n t i t y  

i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t .  The a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m  i s  b e s t  i n s p i r e d  i n  a  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  

s i t u a t i o n  i s  q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t ,  F o r  a  t e a c h e r  m e r e ly  t o  t e l l  

s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f r e e  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  and d i s c u s s  f i c ­

t i o n  p e r s o n a l l y  and s u b j e c t i v e l y  i s  n o t  enough;  he m ust  

c u l t i v a t e  an a tm o sp h e re  i n  which  f reedom  and o p e n n ess  a r e  

c e n t r a l ,

PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTING DATA

1 .  E x te n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  m a jo r  w r i t i n g s  o f  e x i s ­

t e n t i a l i s m  and e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o lo g y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  im­

p o r t a n c e  and n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  c o n c e p t .

2 .  C a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e o r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

s tu d y  and t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S l a t o f f ' s  With 

R e sp e c t  t o  R eaders  and  works he recommends a s  u s e f u l  i n  

d e f i n i n g  r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e .
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3 .  A th o r o u g h  s t u d y  o f  C o n r a d ' s  V i c t o r y  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  

a  s u r v e y  o f  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  n o v e l  and o f  C o n r a d ' s  a e s t h e t ­

i c  t e c h n i q u e s .

A s p e c i f i c  s t u d y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  and r e l a t e d  i d e a s  a s  means o f  

p r o m o t in g  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .



CHAPTER II

INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT

Many w r i t i n g s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  and h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h i a ­

t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  s o c i a l  co m m en ta to rs ,  

and e d u c a t i o n i s t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p ­

ment can  and p e r h a p s  s h o u l d  be  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  con­

t e m p o r a r y  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c ­

u l a .  These w r i t e r s  a r r i v e  a t  r a t i o n a l e s  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  

by i n t e g r a t i n g  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  Am erican  c u l ­

t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  and e d u c a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  

w i t h  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r e m is e s  a b o u t  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  man and a b o u t  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  w or ld  

a ro u n d  him. I n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  t h e s e  a n a l y s e s  and p r e m i s e s  

p r o v i d e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  d e f i n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  

d eve lop m en t  a s  a  v i a b l e  c o n c e p t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  l e a r n i n g  and 

t e a c h i n g .  These w r i t e r s  e i t h e r  im p ly  o r  d i r e c t l y  a s s e r t  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t  i n t o  Am erican  

e d u c a t i o n  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  im b a la n c e s  and i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  t h a t  

d o m in a te  c o n te m p o ra ry  A m erican  l i f e .

An i n d i v i d u a l  v a l u e  vacuum, accom pan ied  by v a r y i n g  

d e g r e e s  o f  p a s s i v i t y ,  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  and a p a t h y ,  i s  empha­

s i z e d  i n  some o f  t h e s e  w r i t i n g s  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p rob lem  o f  

m o d em  A m erican  s o c i e t y .  T h is  vacuum h as  r e s u l t e d  from a

9
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•I

g r a d u a l  " u p h e a v a l  i n  s t a n d a r d s  and v a l u e s " A and a s u b s e ­

q u e n t  " t o t a l  c o l l a p s e "  o f  a l l  s o u r c e s  o f  v a l u e s  o u t s i d e
2

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  We a r e  t h u s  i n  l imbo be tw een  o l d  sy s te m s  

o f  v a l u e s  t h a t  have  f a i l e d  and new ones  t h a t  have  n o t  y e t  

evolved.-^  W a l t e r  Lippmann p e r c e i v e d  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h i s  

l imbo i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s  as a  co nseq u e n ce  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

r e l i g i o n ' s  l o s i n g  i t s  c e r t a i n t y ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  and r e l e v a n c y .  

He saw t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  American  l i f e  to  be f u l l  o f  "va ­

cancy"  and " c o n t r a r y  moods" b e c a u s e  many p e o p le  a r e  c a u g h t  

be tw een  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  "an  e n d u r i n g  

o r th o d o x y "  and t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l i v i n g  w e l l  " w i t h o u t
£l

t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  which an o r th o d o x y  would p r o v i d e . "  Con­

s e q u e n t l y ,  a s  E r i c h  Fromm o b s e r v e s ,  many p e o p le  l i v e  i n  "a  

s t a t e  o f  m o ra l  c o n f u s i o n  i n  which  v a l u e  judgments  and t h e  

e t h i c a l  norms a r e  e x c l u s i v e l y  m a t t e r s  o f  t a s t e  o r  a r b i t r a r y  

p r e f e r e n c e "  i n s t e a d  o f  m a t t e r s  o f  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  and ex-  

p e r i  e n c e . ^

^R o l lo  May, Man 's  S e a rc h  f o r  H im s e l f  (New York: New 
Am erican  L i b r a r y ,  1953)» P» v i i .

2
Abraham H. Maslow, Toward a  P s y c h o lo g y  o f  B e i n g , 2nd 

ed .  (New York: Van N o s t ra n d  R e i n h o l d , 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  10.

^Abraham H. Maslow, R e l i g i o n s , V a l u e s . and Peak 
E x p e r i e n c e s  (Columbus: Ohio S t a t e  U niv .  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 ^ ) ,  
p .  8 3 .

^A P r e f a c e  t o  M o ra l s  (New York: M acM il lan ,  1929)» 
p p .  3 - 7 .

% a n  F o r  H im s e l f  (G reenw ich ,  Conn . :  F a w c e t t ,  19^-7)» 
p .  15.
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T h is  emergence o f  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a r b i t r a r y  " l i f e ­

s t y l e s "  i n s t e a d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  v a l u e - b a s e d  i d e n t i t i e s  has 

o c c u r r e d  b e c a u s e  m odem  m an 's  r e s p o n s e s  t o  h i s  v a l u e  

vacuum have b e e n  dom inated  by v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  conform ­

ism ,  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y ,  e x t e m a l i z a t i o n ,  and e sc a p i sm .  C l a r k  

M ous takas  p o i n t s  t o  an  e x c e s s i v e  em phas is  on " e x t e r n a l  d i ­

r e c t i o n s  and v a l u e s  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  s t a t u s ,  

p r e s t i g e ,  and power" t h a t  has r e s u l t e d  i n  " t h e  d e t e r i o r a ­

t i o n  o f  m ean ing ,  t h e  breakdown o f  v a l u e s ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  machine  f o r  man, o f  p rogram  f o r  p e r s o n ,  o f  

mass f o r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o f  m o d e l in g  and co p y in g  f o r  i n v e n t i n g  

and c r e a t i n g . " ^  David R iesm a n 's  e a r l i e r  s t u d y  o f  contempo­

r a r y  American  s o c i e t y  r e v e a l s  how i t s  " o u t e r - d i r e c t e d "  

n a t u r e  has  l e d  t o  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  and o t h e r s .  He p i c t u r e s  

t h e  dom inant  c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  as  one " i n  which  p e o p le  s y s ­

t e m a t i c a l l y  q u e s t i o n  th e m s e lv e s  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s  o f  o t h e r s "  and shows how i t  has  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e i r  

f e e l i n g  p a s s i v e ,  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  o r  a p a t h e t i c  ab o u t  b o t h  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  v a l u e  deve lopm en t  and m e a n in g f u l  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e -  
7

l a t i o n s h i p s .'

^P e r s o n a l  Growth (Cambridge,  M a ss . :  Howard A. D oyle ,  
1969)» PP« 1* 27 .  See a l s o  A l b e r t  Camus, " E n c o u n te r  w i t h  
A l b e r t  Camus," i n  A l b e r t  Camust L y r i c a l  and C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s , 
ed .  P h i l i p  Thody,  t r a n s .  E l l e n  Conroy Kennedy^ (New Yorks 
V in ta g e  Books,  1970) ,  p .  35; W il l ia m  B a r r e t t ,  I r r a t i o n a l  
Man (Garden  C i t y ,  N .Y .:  Doubleday ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  3*

7The L o ne ly  Crowd (New Haven: Yale  U n iv .  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  
p .  2 5 6 . See a l s o  May, pp .  2 5 -26 ;  Fromm, p p .  2^9 -25 0 .
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W hile  v i e w in g  t h e s e  t r a i t s  a s  deh u m an iz ing  i n  them­

s e l v e s  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e i r  e x t r e m i t y ,  some com m enta to rs  

on o u r  v a l u e  dilemma s e e  them a s  l o g i c a l  co n seq u e n ce s  o f  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  have accompanied  and i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  

s temming from m odem  m a n 's  b e i n g  s t r i p p e d  o f  t r a d i t i o n s ,  

cu s to m s ,  and b e l i e f s  f o r m e r l y  b a s i c  t o  h i s  s e n s e  o f  an a d ­

e q u a t e  s e l f .  Lippmann was among t h e  e a r l i e s t  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  

one o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s - - a  t rem endous  e x p l o s i o n  o f  knowledge 

and change  and mass m e d ia  t h a t  bombard t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  

a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  e x t e r n a l s  and p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  He a s s e r t e d  

t h a t  amid t h i s  " d i s s o n a n c e  composed o f  a  th o u sa n d  v o i c e s "  

comes t h e  d i f f i c u l t ,  y e t  n e c e s s a r y ,  t a s k  o f  d e v e l o p in g
O

" i n n e r  g u i d a n c e . "  C a r l  R. Rogers  adds  t h a t  t h i s  bombard­

ment has now re a c h e d  t h e  v a lu e  l e v e l :  " D iv e r g e n t  and con­

t r a d i c t o r y  v a l u e  c l a i m s "  have d i s o r i e n t e d  c o n te m p o ra ry  man 

and n e c e s s i t a t e d  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  "a  sound  o r  m e a n in g f u l

v a l u e  a p p ro ach "  t h a t  c a n  be s u s t a i n e d  amid t h e  g r e a t  f l u x
9

t h a t  i s  upon u s .  But  modem man has r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  i n n e r  s t r e n g t h  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  I n s t e a d ,  a s  A r t h u r  W. Combs, 

Donald  Snygg, and  o t h e r s  have p o i n t e d  o u t ,  he has t a k e n

Q
Lippmann, pp .  6 l , 102, 1 31 .

9
" V a l u i n g , "  i n  P e r s o n  to  P e r s o n , e d s . C a r l  R. Rogers 

and B a r r y  S t e v e n s  (New York: P o c k e t  Books,  1 9 6 ? ) ,  p .  5 .
See  a l s o  E r i c h  Fromm, Escape  f rom Freedom (New York: H o l t ,  
R i n e h a r t  & W ins ton ,  19^1)> PP* 1 ^ 1-205 ;  E r i k  H. E r i k s o n ,  
I d e n t i t y : Youth and C r i s i s  (New York: W.W. N o r to n ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  
p .  50;  May, pp .  ^8 -^9 •
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what he  t h i n k s  i s  a  l e s s  a n g u i s h i n g  r o u t e — s u p e r f i c i a l

l i v i n g  and a u t o m a t o n - l i k e  c o n f o r m i t y  t h a t  t e n d  t o  make

him r i g i d ,  n a r ro w ,  and o v e r l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  s e l f - d e f e n s e ,

t r a i t s  which  " a r e  t h e  v e r y  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  what  a f l u i d ,
10open,  dynamic m odem  s o c i e t y  r e q u i r e s . "

Accompanying t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n g u i s h ,  a n o t h e r  

power h as  p l a y e d  an  e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  d i s s u a d ­

i n g  m o s t  o f  Am erican  s o c i e t y  from r e s p o n s i b l e  development  

o f  t h e  i n n e r  s t r e n g t h  e s s e n t i a l  to  a c h i e v i n g  a  m e a n in g f u l  

v a l u e  a p p ro a c h  based  on s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  and e x p e r i e n c e .  The 

p r i m a r y  f o r c e  a t  work i n  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h i s  d eve lopm en t  i s  

o u r  overw helm ing  em p has is  o n  s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  and consumer m a t e r i a l i s m .  I t s  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  

has l i m i t e d  m a n 's  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  on h i m s e l f ,  on h i s  i d e n ­

t i t y ,  on h i s  v a l u e s ,  and on h i s  r e l e a s e  and u s e  o f  h i s  
11i n n e r  e n e r g i e s .  As P a u l  T i l l i c h  n o t e s ,  "The m a n - c r e a te d

world  o f  o b j e c t s  h a s  drawn i n t o  i t s e l f  him who c r e a t e d  i t

and who now l o s e s  h i s  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  i t .  He has s a c r i -
12f i c e d  h i m s e l f  t o  h i s  p r o d u c t i o n s . "  Thus, i f  t h e  m odem  

A m erican  has any  i d e n t i t y  a t  a l l ,  i t  i s  m ost  l i k e l y  a

1 0A r t h u r  W. Combs and Donald  Snygg ,  I n d i v i d u a l  
B e h a v i o r : A P e r c e p t u a l  A pproach  to  B e h a v i o r , r e v .  ed .
(New York: H a r p e r ,  1959)» P- 189.  See  a l s o  A l v i n  T o f f l e r ,  
F u t u r e  Shock (New York:  Random House,  1970) ;  P a u l  T i l l i c h ,  
Courage To Be (New Haven: Y a le  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p .  62.

■^Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f , p .  14 .

12T i l l i c h ,  p. 139.
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" s p e c i a l i z e d - t e c h n o l o g i c a l "  one ,  n o t  " t h e  u n i v e r s a l i s t -  

h u m an is t "  i d e n t i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a  m e a n in g f u l  l i f e  i n  t h e

T h is  w id e s p r e a d  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n - - c o u p l e d  

w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  vacuum and w i t h  a  h i g h l y  complex and e v e r -  

c h a n g in g  s o c i e t y  and w i t h  r e a c t i o n a r y  t e n d e n c i e s  to w a rd  

conform ism  and s u p e r f i c i a l  v a l u e s - - h a s  l e f t  m odem  man i n  

a  h i g h l y  p r e c a r i o u s  c o n d i t i o n  i n  which he need s  a  s t r o n g  

s e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  h u t  t e n d s  t o  l a c k  t h e  im pe tus  

o r  encouragement  t o  f o r m u l a t e  i t .  Such p e r s o n a l i t y  f r a g ­

m e n t a t i o n  h as  l e d  t o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  d i s t u r b i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  modem A m erican  s o c i e t y .  T he re  e x i s t s  a  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  

s e e  th e  s i z e  and c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  w o r ld  as 

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  and p o w e r l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e

i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h u s  l e s s e n i n g  h i s  s e n s e  o f  " w o r th  and d i g n i -  
14t y .  Accompanying t h i s  v iew  i s  t h e  l o s s  o f  " t h e  s e n s e

o f  t h e  t r a g i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  human l i f e "  which i m p l i e s

a  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s ,  d e s t i n y ,  f reedom ,  and n e e d s  o f

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . ^

T h is  u n n a t u r a l  d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e

a n d  human r e l a t i o n s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a c t o r  i n  p e o p l e ' s

l o s s  o f  " t h e  i n n e r  c a p a c i t y  t o  a f f i r m , t o  e x p e r i e n c e  v a lu e s
16a n d  g o a l s  a s  r e a l  and p o w e r f u l  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s . "  We must

13l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  ^

^ E r i k s o n ,  p .  38.  

* % a y ,  p .  6 5 .

■^May, p p .  4 9 -5 1 .  

1 ^May, p .  185.
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b e  a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  o u r s e l v e s  and t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r

a t t e n t i o n  and e f f o r t s  t o  u s e  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  e f f e c t i v e l y .

S i n c e  we a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  o t h e r s  as  c e n t r a l  t o

o u r  v a l u e s  and a c t i o n s  and f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be a l o n e

w i t h  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  l o n e l y ,  we c a n n o t  e a s i l y  l i s -
17t e n  t o  any  i n n e r  v o i c e s .  S in c e  " o u r  c u l t u r e  l e a d s  t o

a n  u n c o n c e n t r a t e d  and d i f f u s e d  mode o f  l i f e ,  h a r d l y

p a r a l l e l e d  anywhere  e l s e , "  i t  keep s  u s  from t h e  i n t e n s e
1 Rf o c u s  germane t o  d e v e l o p i n g  an  a f f i r m i n g  c a p a c i t y .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  w h i l e  a l l  t h e s e  f o r c e s  have sn o w b a l l e d  

i n t o  an i c y  b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  m odem  m a n 's  a ch iev e m e n t  o f  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  t h a t  can g i v e  h i s  l i f e  s p i r i t u a l  

q u a l i t y ,  t h e y  have  r e s u l t e d  i n  such  p o w e r f u l  a n x i e t i e s  and 

i n  such  r e s i d u a l  s i d e  e f f e c t s  a s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  i n t e r p e r ­

s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  and ab o u n d in g  and d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  m e n t a l  

h e a l t h  p ro b lem s  t h a t  some p e o p l e  have  begun p r i v a t e l y  

c o u n t e r a c t i n g  them t h r o u g h  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y ,  s e l f - c r e a t i o n ,  

and m e a n in g f u l  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  in v o lv e m e n t .  A l ­

th o u g h  he f a i l s  t o  p l a c e  enough em phas is  on t h e  i n n e r  

g ro w th  f a c e t s  o f  t h i s  i n t e g r a t i o n  o r  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t s  

s u p e r f i c i a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  from i t s  s u b s t a n t i a l  o n e s ,  

W il l ia m  G l a s s e r  h a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  u s e f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d  o u r  

g r a d u a l  movement i n t o  an " i d e n t i t y  s o c i e t y "  where  what one

^F rom m , Man F o r  H i m s e l f , p p .  16^ - 1 6 8 ; May, p .  26.
1 RE r i c h  Fromm, The A r t  o f  Loving  (New Yorks Bantam 

Books, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  91*
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i s  i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  what one

d o e s , where  t h e r e  i s  much c o n c e rn  f o r  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s  and

human p o t e n t i a l ,  and where  t h e  young a r e  r e j e c t i n g  g o a l s

t h a t  do n o t  " i m m e d ia t e l y  and d i r e c t l y "  r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  
19b a s i c  h u m an i ty .  7 T h is  em erg ing  " s o c i e t y "  p u t s  t h e  

" q u a l i t y "  o f  l i f e  f i r s t  and a c c e n t u a t e s  " s o c i a l  and i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l  i n v o lv e m e n t "  a s  t h e  b e s t  method o f  a c h i e v i n g  

a f u l f i l l i n g  i d e n t i t y . 2<̂

I n  v iew  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  a n x i e t i e s  stemming from 

t h e  d e h u m a n iz in g  e f f e c t s  o f  modern American  l i f e ,  t h i s  

movement to w ard  an i d e n t i t y  d eve lopm en t  fo c u s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

t o  c o n q u e r i n g  t h e s e  a n x i e t i e s .  U n l i k e  f e a r ,  a n x i e t y  l a c k s  

a d e f i n i t e  o b j e c t ;  b u t  f e a r  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  from

a n x i e t y .  I n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  s e n s e ,  " a n x i e t y  i s  t h e  s t a t e  i n
21which  a  b e i n g  i s  aware  o f  i t s  p o s s i b l e  n o n b e in g . "  When

t h e  power  o f  n o n b e in g  becomes so s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l

c a n n o t  a f f i r m  h i m s e l f ,  he s u f f e r s  t h e  p a i n  o f  " d e s p a i r . "

T i l l i c h  s e e s  l i f e  a s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  e f f o r t ,  f o r  t h e  m ost  p a r t
22s u c c e s s f u l ,  t o  a v o id  d e s p a i r .

T i l l i c h  p o i n t s  o u t  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  a n x i e t i e s  i n  human 

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  man m ust  q u e l l  t o  a v o id  d e s p a i r .  F i r s t ,

■^W ill iam G l a s s e r ,  The I d e n t i t y  S o c i e t y  (New York: 
H a rp e r  & Row, 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  2 6 - 3 6 .

2 0 I b i d . ,  p .  15-

2 ^ T i l l i c h ,  p .  25* See a l s o  May, pp .  33-35*

22Tillich, pp. 5^-56.
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" th e  a n x i e t y  o f  f a t e  and d e a t h "  makes one f e e l  a  " l a c k  o f  

u l t i m a t e  n e c e s s i t y . "  Second ,  " t h e  a n x i e t y  o f  e m p t in e s s  

and m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s "  t h r e a t e n s  m a n 's  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  Emp­

t i n e s s  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t s  o f  

o n e ' s  l i f e ;  w h i l e  m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s  i s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  t h r e a t  

t o  s p i r i t u a l  i d e n t i t y  i t s e l f .  F i n a l l y ,  " t h e  a n x i e t y  o f  

g u i l t  and con d em na t ion "  t h r e a t e n s  m a n 's  m o r a l  c h o i c e s .

When man f a i l s  t o  make r e s p o n s i b l e  m o ra l  c h o i c e s  o r  when 

he f e e l s  a m b i g u i t y  be tw een  good and e v i l ,  he f e e l s  g u i l t .

E x t e n s i v e  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  l e a d  t o  c o n d e m n a t i o n - - a  s e n se  o f
23"m ora l  n o n b e i n g . "  J

T i l l i c h  has  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  w h i l e  f a t e  and d e a t h

a n x i e t y  do m in a ted  a n c i e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and m o r a l  a n x i e t y

p e rv a d e d  t h e  m id d l e  a g e s ,  t h e  m odem  humanism o f  t h e  En-

l i g h t m e n t  b r o u g h t  t h e  p red om in an ce  o f  s p i r i t u a l  a n x i e t y .

Of c o u r s e  a l l  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  have been  p r e s e n t  and e f f e c t i v e

i n  each  e r a  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  were

e le m e n t s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  a n x i e t y  d u r i n g  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  t h e
24R e f o rm a t io n ,  and among t h e  m y s t i c s ,  But m o d em  human­

i s m ' s  a c c e n t  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  as  "a  u n i q u e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  i n c o m p a r a b l e ,  i r r e p l a c e a b l e ,  and o f  i n f i n i t e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e "  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  s a l v a t i o n  and

23T i l l i c h ,  pp .  4 2 - 5 2 .

^ T i l l i c h ,  p p .  5 7 -6 0 .
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r e n u n c i a t i o n  t o  be  r e p l a c e d  by  s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n ,  " t h e

c o u ra g e  to  b e . "  ^

D u r in g  m os t  o f  t h e  modern e r a  man has been  s u c c e s s f u l

i n  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h i s  c o u ra g e  by

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and ways o f  l i f e  t h a t  made

i t  l e s s  n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n f r o n t  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  s p i r i t u a l

m e a n in g s .  But as  we have moved d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h

c e n t u r y ,  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  o f  a n x i e t y  r e l i e f  have  g r a d u a l l y

l o s t  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  and t h e  d eh um an iz in g  c o n d i t i o n s

and s o l u t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  have  ensued .

Thus o u r  g e n e r a l  i n a b i l i t y  t o  cope w e l l  w i t h  t h e  a n x i e t y  o f

e m p t in e s s  and m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s  has  a f f l i c t e d  o u r  age  w i t h

"a  l a c k  o f  p u r p o s e ,  l a c k  o f  m ean in g ,  l a c k  o f  commitment on
27t h e  p a r t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s . "  ' We have l o s t  what  i s  most  e s ­

s e n t i a l  t o  ove rcom ing  t h e s e  l a c k s - - " a  m e a n in g f u l  w or ld  and
28a  s e l f  which  l i v e s  i n  m ean ings  ou t  o f  a s p i r i t u a l  c e n t e r . "

The s o l u t i o n s  o f  conform ism , s u p e r f i c i a l  l i v i n g ,  and 

m a t e r i a l i s m  have s e r v e d  o n ly  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  i n s e c u r i t y  

and s t r a i n  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h i s  l o s s  b e c a u s e  we have  f u r t h e r  

l o s t  t o u c h  w i t h  o u r  i n n e r  s e l v e s  by r e l i n q u i s h i n g  o u r

^ T i l l i c h ,  pp .  1 9 - 2 0 . See a l s o  May, p .  39*

2 6 T i l l i c h ,  p .  62,
27' C a r l  R. R o g e rs ,  Freedom t o  L ea rn  (Columbus, Ohio: 

C h a r l e s  E, M e r r i l l ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  271.

28T i l l i c h ,  p. 139*
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29c e n t e r  o f  v a l u i n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  7 Many p e o p le  l a c k  a c l e a r  

s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  and f e e l i n g s .  They c a n n o t  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  why t h e y  o f t e n  f e e l  empty and l o n e l y  d e s p i t e  b e i n g  

s u c c e s s f u l  c o n f o r m i s t s  and m a t e r i a l i s t s .  They f a i l  t o  s e e  

t h a t  w h i l e  man n e e d s  m e a n in g f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  o t h e r s

to  h e lp  o r i e n t  h i m s e l f ,  he a l s o  n e e d s  a s e n s e  o f  meaning
30and f u l f i l l m e n t  i n  and th r o u g h  h i m s e l f .  Many p e o p le  th u s

rem a in  somewhat empty and l o n e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  o v e r l y

d e p e n d e n t  upon s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  f o r  t h e i r

i d e n t i t i e s  and a r e  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a l i e n a t e d  from t h e i r  au-
31t h e n t i c  s e l v e s  and u n i q u e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .

T h e re  a r e  s i m i l a r  im b a la n c e s  and  i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  i n  

c o n te m p o ra ry  e d u c a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  and  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  t e n d  to  compound t h e s e  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p rob lem s  r a t h e r  t h a n  to  h e l p  remedy them. 

S e v e r a l  e d u c a t o r s  a s s e r t  t h a t  o u r  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  d e a l i n g  

e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e s e  p rob lem s s tem  from a  l a c k  o f  "co n ­

v i c t i o n s "  a b o u t  what i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i v e  w e l l  and mean-
32i n g f u l l y  " i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i o l e n t l y  t u r b u l e n t  w or ld .

Thus many e d u c a t o r s  have t a u g h t  w e l l  what i s  e a s i e s t  to

29̂ R ogers ,  " V a l u i n g , "  p p .  1 1 -1 2 .  See a l s o  Fromm,
Escape  from Freedom . p .  2 0 6 .

-^May, p p .  1 4 -2 8 ,
31M o u s ta k a s ,  p .  1 .
32J Malcolm S. MacLean and E s t e r  Raushen,  " G e n e ra l  

E d u c a t i o n  f o r  S t u d e n t s , "  i n  G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n , ed .  N e lson  
B. Henry (C h icag o :  U n iv .  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p .  1 6 9 ,
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t e a c h  f a r  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  w o r th  and 

r e l e v a n c y - - i n f o r m a t i o n ,  f a c t s ,  and knowledge— and have 

done f a r  to o  l i t t l e  i n  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  u s e  t h e s e  f u n d a ­

m e n t a l s  to  d e v e lo p  p e r s o n a l  m ean ings  t h a t  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  

l i v e s  and b e h a v i o r .  ^

T h is  o v e re m p h a s is  on fu n d a m e n ta l  c o g n i t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  

and n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  a f f e c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  p a r a l ­

l e l  them have h e lp e d  f ra g m e n t  a  s t u d e n t ' s  r e s p o n s e s  a s  a
lk

" t o t a l  o rg an ism "  o r  "whole b e i n g . S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  have  

i n v a l i d a t e d  t h e  w id e ly  h e ld  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  t h e  deve lopm en t  

o f  m e n t a l  s k i l l s  and a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  l e a d  t o  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e m o t io n a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  and m a t u r i t y .  Lewis 

B. Mayhew's r e s e a r c h  a t  M ic h ig a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  r e v e a l e d  

l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  a t t i t u d e  change  and g row th  o f  

knowledge,  ^ w h i l e  P h i l i p  E. J a c o b  i n  a  much more e x t e n s i v e  

s t u d y  went even  f u r t h e r  t o  show t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a lm o s t  no

- ^ F o r  f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  s e e  P e r c e i v i n g , B e h a v i n g . 
Becoming, ASCD 1962  Yearbook Committee (W ash ing to n ,  D .C . :  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S u p e r v i s i o n  and C u r r icu lu m  D evelopm ent ,
NEA, 1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  184 j Combs and Snygg,  p .  383; Benjamin  S, 
Bloom, e d . ,  Taxonomy o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  O b . i e c t iv e s — Handbook 
I :  C o g n i t i v e  Domain (New Yorks David McKay, 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p p . 34, 
166; David R. K ra th w o h l ,  Ben jam in  S. Bloom, and Betram B. 
M as ia ,  Taxonomy o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  O b j e c t i v e s —Handbook I I :  
A f f e c t i v e  Domain~TNew York: Dav id  McKay, 19 64 ) ,  p .  l£T

J  K ra th w o h l ,  Bloom, and M a s ia ,  p p .  7» 14.  See a l s o  
J .  Samuel B o i s ,  The A r t  o f  A w a r e n e s s , secon d  ed .  (Dubuque,
Iowa: Wm. C. Brown C o . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  37*

-^"And i n  A t t i t u d e s , "  i n  E v a l u a t i o n  i n  t h e  B a s ic  
C o l l e g e  a t  M ich igan  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , ed ,  P a u l  L. D r e s s e l
(New York: H a r p e r ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p p .  214-231 .
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e v id e n c e  t h a t  c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  p rod u ce  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

change  i n  s t u d e n t s '  v a l u e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y .

George F. K n e l l e r  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c u r ­

r i c u lu m  m ust  h e lp  f a c i l i t a t e  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm ent  i n  t h e s e  

a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  o u r  f a i l u r e  t o  do so i s  com­

p o u n d in g  m o d em  m a n 's  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  p r o b le m s .  

A l s o ,  " t h e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  emphasis  on v o c a t i o n a l i s m , 

a p p l i e d  a r t s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m ,  and o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  t r a i n ­

i n g "  i s  h a v in g  "a  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  on e d u c a t i o n  a s  a

p e r s o n a l ,  a e s t h e t i c ,  academ ic  e x p e r i e n c e ,  v a l u a b l e  i n  i t s
37own r i g h t  and l i b e r a t i n g  i n  i t s  e f f e c t s . " ^ '

Two b a s i c  p ro b lem s  r e l e v a n t  to  t h e s e  w eaknesses  need  

t o  be c o r r e c t e d  b e f o r e  w id e s p r e a d  p r o g r e s s  can  be made t o ­

ward g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  p rogram s t h a t  a r e  m e a n in g f u l  t o  

c o n te m p o ra ry  s t u d e n t s .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ' s  

s i t u a t i o n  has changed from a  d e s i g n  " i n t e n d e d  t o  e d u c a t e  a 

s o c i a l l y  and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  homogeneous group  o f  young men 

f o r  t h e  law ,  t h e  c h u rc h ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o r  f o r  l i v e s  o f  

c u l t u r a l  l e i s u r e "  t o  one i n  which t h e r e  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  v a r ­

i a t i o n  among s t u d e n t s  " i n  s c h o l a s t i c  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i n  

s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  i n  c r e a t i v i t y  and e n e rg y ,  i n  e m o t io n a l  

d e p t h  and s t a b i l i t y . "  The p rob lem  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  to o

J P h i l i p  E. J a c o b ,  Changing  V a lues  i n  C o l l e g e  (New 
Yorks H a r p e r ,  1957)*

- ^ E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and E d u c a t i o n  (New Yorks P h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  195 8 ) ,  p p .  ^0-^-1.
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many rem n a n ts  from t h e  o l d  d e s i g n  i n h e r e n t  i n  o u r  g e n e r a l  

e d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l a ,  as  w e l l  as  i n  o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  c o l ­

l e g e  t e a c h e r s . - ^  The seco n d  d i f f i c u l t y  s tem s  from t h e  

p r e v a l e n t  i d e a  t h a t  we c a n n o t  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e  c o g ­

n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  b e c a u s e  w h i l e  

t h e  "A ch ievem en t ,  com pe tence ,  and p r o d u c t i v i t y "  m easu red  

by t h e  f o r m e r  a r e  " p u b l i c  m a t t e r s , "  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

" b e l i e f s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a l u e s ,  and p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s -  

t i c s "  r e v e a l e d  by  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  " p r i v a t e  m a t t e r s . " ^ 7 

H o p e f u l l y ,  t h i s  s t u d y ' s  e x a m in a t io n  o f  c e r t a i n  e x i s t e n ­

t i a l  and h u m a n i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a p ­

p r o a c h e s  t o  l i f e  and i t s  s u b s e q u e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  

d eve lopm en t  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p o i n t  

o f  v iew .

A l th o u g h  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  r e a c h e d  c o n te m p o ra ry  s i g n i f i ­

can c e  and w id e s p r e a d  e x p o s u re  t h r o u g h  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n ­

t u r y  w r i t i n g s  o f  M a r t i n  H e id e g g e r ,  G a b r i e l  M a r c e l ,  K a r l  

J a s p e r s ,  J e a n - P a u l  S a r t r e ,  and A l b e r t  Camus, i t s  r o o t s  

b e g i n  w i t h  S o re n  K i e r k e g a a r d ' s  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  H e g e l ' s  v iew  

t h a t  " p u r e  t h o u g h t  and i t s  d eve lopm en t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o n l y

g e n u in e  r e a l i t y . " Some o f  i t s  r o o t s  a r e  a l s o  i n h e r e n t  i n
jLlO

t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  F r e d e r i c h  Wilhelm N i e t z s c h e .  F o r

•^MacLean and Raushen,  p .  171.
39•^ K r a th w o h l ,  Bloom, and M a s ia ,  p .  17- 
AOE r n s t  B r e i s a c h ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  

(New York: Grove P r e s s ,  19&2), p .  15-
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K i e r k e g a a r d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  t h i n k e r  can  n e v e r  f o r g e t  h i m s e l f  

t h e r e  i s  no s u c h  r e a l i t y  a s  " p u r e  t h o u g h t . "  I n s t e a d ,  

t r u t h  i s  f a r  more " s u b j e c t i v e  and inw ard"  t h a n  i t  i s  "ob­

j e c t i v e  and s y s t e m a t i c , "  making  "Human c h o i c e ,  d e c i s i o n ,  

and a c t i o n "  f a r  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  " t r i c k s  o f  r e a s o n . "

From t h e s e  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s ,  K i e r k e g a a r d  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  

p h i l o s o p h y ' s  p r i m a r y  c o n c e rn  s h o u ld  be w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

e x i s t e n c e ,  o f  s u b j e c t i v e  b e in g  o r  i d e n t i t y .

C e n t r a l  t o  m a n 's  e x i s t e n c e  i s  h i s  " p a r t i c u l a r "  e t h ­

i c a l  r e a l i t y ;  a n y t h i n g  " a b s t r a c t "  has no r e a l i t y  f o r  t h e  

s u b j e c t i v e  b e i n g .  While  " e t h i c a l  s e l f - c o n t e m p l a t i o n "  i s  

t h e  c e n t r a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  b e in g ,  i t  m ust  have an  i n t e r p e r ­

s o n a l  im p e tu s  stemming from " i n f i n i t e  i n t e r e s t "  i n  and i n -
Il ovo lv em en t  w i t h  o t h e r s .  Beyond t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  one c an n o t  

d e v e lo p  an  " E x i s t e n t i a l  System" b e c a u s e  " p e r s i s t e n t  s t r i v ­

in g "  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  " t h e  e x i s t i n g  s u b j e c t ' s  e t h i c a l  v iew  o f  
2x3

l i f e . "  J K i e r k e g a a r d  a d d s ,  th o u g h ,  t h a t  su c h  an  a p p ro a c h  

t o  l i f e  n e c e s s i t a t e s  " f a i t h "  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  gap be tw een  " t h e  

i n f i n i t e  p a s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n w a rd n e s s  and t h e  ob ­

j e c t i v e  u n c e r t a i n t y . "  W ithout  r i s k  i n  t h e  hope o f  s p i r i t ­

u a l  m ean ing  and f u l f i l l m e n t  t h r o u g h  an  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f

2 x i
B r e i s a c h ,  p p .  25 -26 .

U p
S o re n  K i e r k e g a a r d ,  "The S u b j e c t i v e  T h i n k e r , "  i n  

R e a l i t y , Man, and E x i s t e n c e : E s s e n t i a l  Works o f  E x i s t e n ­
t i a l i s m ,  ed .  H . J .  Blackham (New York: Bantam Books, 19^5)» 
pp .  3 ^ - 4 6 .  H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  R e a l i t y .

^ K i e r k e g a a r d ,  "An E x i s t e n t i a l  System i s  I m p o s s i b l e , "  
i n  R e a l i t y , p .  19-
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e t h i c a l  s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  i n v o lv e m e n t ,

man may end by b e i n g  overwhelmed b y  t h i s  " o b j e c t i v e  un-
kii,

c e r t a i n t y "  to  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a n x i e t y  and even  d e s p a i r .

While  ech o in g  many o f  K i e r k e g a a r d ' s  i d e a s  on e x i s ­

t e n c e  and s u b j e c t i v e  b e i n g ,  N i e t z s c h e  em phas izes  m an 's  

f a i l u r e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  v a l i d i t y  and h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  

f a i l u r e  t o  become a n  a u t h e n t i c  p e r s o n .  He a s s e r t s  t h e  

a b s o l u t e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  " a c t i o n s "  and  " v a l u a t i o n s "  

a s  t e s t i m o n y  to  t h e  need  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  e t h i c a l  g row th ,  

b u t  l a m e n t s  t h a t  man " a d o p t s "  most  o f  h i s  v a l u e s  from 

o t h e r s  and th u s  l i v e s  " i n  a  haze  o f  i m p e r s o n a l  and h a l f -  

p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n s . "  J N i e t z s c h e  s e e s  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  as  

t r a g i c  b e c a u s e  man c a n n o t  have s p i r i t u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n

h i s  l i f e  u n l e s s  he " s t a n d s  p e r s o n a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  p r o b -  
46l e m s . "  Man can a c h i e v e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  o n l y  when he "comes 

t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  w i t h  h i s  "whole b e in g "  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  

t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  p ro b lem s  o f  l i f e — " t h e  w i l l  t o  t r u t h . "

L i f e  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  s e n s e l e s s  and m e a n i n g l e s s  u n l e s s  man 

g e t s  a s  c l o s e  as  p o s s i b l e  t o  h i s  a u t h e n t i c  s e l f  a s  t h e
[ i n

means t o  t r u t h .  ' T h is  judgment  i s  ba sed  on N i e t z s c h e ' s

K i e r k e g a a r d ,  " T r u t h  i s  S u b j e c t i v e , "  i n  R e a l i t y , 
p p .  2 4 -2 8 .

^ N i e t z s c h e ,  "The Dawn o f  Day,"  i n  R e a l i t y , pp. 56-57*
46 N i e t z s c h e ,  "We F e a r l e s s  O n es ,"  i n  R e a l i t y , p .  6 8 .
47 N i e t z s c h e ,  "The Geneology o f  M o r a l s , "  i n  R e a l i t y , 

p p .  87 -9^ •
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view  t h a t  a l l  s o - c a l l e d  " f a c t s "  c o n t a i n  " e l e m e n t s  o f  i n ­

t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  t h a t  " T r u t h  i s  a lw ays  a  s u b j e c t i v e  c r e a ­

t i o n ,  knowledge a lw ays  c o n t a i n s  e v a l u a t i o n , "  and t h a t

s c i e n t i s m  i s  p r e v a l e n t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  u s e f u l  and "n o t
kR

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h . "  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  

man must  c u l t i v a t e  a n a l y t i c ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e ,  and e v a l u a ­

t i v e  t h i n k i n g  s k i l l s  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  g rowth  and be s k e p -
ko

t i c a l  r e g a r d i n g  m o ra l  v a l u e s .  7 He m ust  a l s o  acknowledge 

t h a t  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  mere i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n d u l g e n c e s .  

T r u th  i n v o l v e s  " c r e a t i v e  commitment ."  One s h o u ld  t h u s  l i v e  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m o r a l  and s o c i a l  sy s te m s  he e v o lv e s  from 

h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ;  he sh o u ld  a l s o  make t h e  knowledge he 

a c c e p t s  have c o n se q u e n c e s  i n  h i s  l i f e .  F o r  N i e t z s c h e ,  

e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  o n e s e l f  and w i t h  o n e ' s  l i f e  i s  an  

u l t i m a t e  n e c e s s i t y .-^0

Working from t h e s e  K i e r k e g a a r d i a n  and N i e t z s c h e a n  

p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  e x i s t e n t i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  

have  b ro a d e n e d  and deepened  them enough t o  pav e  t h e  way 

f o r  t h e i r  u s e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  new a p p ro a c h  t o  p s y c h o lo g y .  

M a r t i n  H e id e g g e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  em phas izes  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  i n  t h e  a c h iev e m e n t  o f  e x i s t ­

e n ce .  A c c o rd in g  t o  him, one can  a c h i e v e  a s e n s e  o f

48 B r e i s a c h ,  p .  42 .

^ N i e t z s c h e ,  "The W i l l  t o  P o w er ,"  i n  R e a l i t y , p .  9 6 , 
- ^ B r e i s a c h ,  p p .  49 -5 0 •
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i n t e g r a t i v e  communion w i t h  "B e ing"  o r  God i f  he l i v e s  i n  

t h e  m anner  o u t l i n e d  b y  K i e r k e g a a r d  and N i e t z s c h e  " so  t h a t  

t h e  a w a re n e s s  o f  and o p en ness  t o  Being  i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  

each  a c t  and t h o u g h t . "  To do s o ,  man m u s t  a v o id  " t h e  

abandonment o f  h i m s e l f  to  t h e  everyday"  by d e - e m p h a s iz in g  

m a t e r i a l  and s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and a c c e p t i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  

o f  s e l f - c r e a t i o n .  R e le v a n t  t o  t h i s  v i e w p o i n t  i s  G a b r i e l  

M a r c e l ' s  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  communion i s  a c h i e v e d  o r  n o t  

a c h i e v e d  t o  t h e  d e g re e  t h a t  one  opens o r  c l o s e s  h i s  su b -  

j e c t i v e  s e l f  t o  e x p e r i e n c e .

I t  i s ,  however ,  K a r l  J a s p e r s '  em phas is  on " f reedom " 

and " P o s s i b i l i t y "  t h a t  b r i n g s  one c l o s e r  t o  what  has  

e v o lv e d  as  c e n t r a l  t o  m odem  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  Freedom r e ­

s u l t s  from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  "coming t o  t h e  b a s i s  i n  him­

s e l f  i n  t h e  medium o f  r e f l e c t i o n , "  w h i l e  i t s  a c h ie v e m e n t  

c o n f r o n t s  him w i t h  p o s s i b i l i t y - - " t h e  form i n  which  I  p e r ­

m i t  m y s e l f  t o  know a b o u t  what I  am n o t  y e t ,  and a  p r e p a ­

r a t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  i t . "  J a s p e r s  adds t h a t  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  

fu n d a m e n ta l s  w e l l  one must  p a y  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e

" s o u r c e s  o f  human c o m m u n i c a b i l i t y , " f o r  one grows m o s t l y
<53

t h r o u g h  h i s  e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r s .  ^

- ^ B r e i s a c h ,  pp .  81 -9 2 .

- ^ " O u t l i n e  o f  a n  E ssay  on  t h e  P o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Onto­
l o g i c a l  M y s t e r i e s  and t h e  C o n c r e t e  A pproaches  t o  I t , "  i n  
R e a l i t y , p .  1 6 9 .

Reason and E x i s t e n z , "  i n  R e a l i t y , p p .  129-131*
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T his  c o n d i t i o n  o f  f reedom  and p o s s i b i l i t y  l e a d s  one 

t o  m odem  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ' s  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e - - J e a n - P a u l  

S a r t r e ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " e x i s t e n c e  p r e c e d e s  e s s e n c e , "  t h a t  

"man f i r s t  o f  a l l  e x i s t s ,  e n c o u n t e r s  h i m s e l f ,  s u r g e s  up

i n  t h e  w o r l d —and d e f i n e s  h i m s e l f  a f t e r w a r d s .  Man i s
Ll

n o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  wha t  he makes o f  h im s e l f . " - ^  M an 's  l i f e  

t h u s  has no f i x e d  c o n t e n t ;  h i s  b i r t h  does n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

make him " s o m e th i n g . "  Freedom and p o s s i b i l i t y  a r e  n o t  j u s t  

f a c t o r s  i n  h i s  l i f e ;  t h e y  e n t a i l  t o t a l  o b l i g a t i o n  and r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i m s e l f .  S a r t r e ' s  u l t i m a t e  view i s  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  "no hope f o r  any m ean ing  and r e g u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  

w or ld"  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h ich  i n d i v i d u a l s  c r e a t e .  He con­

c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  o f  o b j e c t s  w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  e n c l o s e  

and dehumanize t h o s e  who s e e k  t o  e s c a p e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  

and t h a t  t h i s  e n c l o s u r e  and  d e h u m a n iz a t io n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  

v a r y i n g  d e g re e s  o f  a n x i e t y  and d e s p a i r . ^  Man must  i n s t e a d  

f i n d  e f f e c t i v e  m ethods  o f  l i v i n g  i n  and t h r o u g h  t h i s  

c o n d i t i o n .

A l th ou g h  he t h i n k s  S a r t r e  o v e r l y  p e s s i m i s t i c  a b o u t  

m a n ' s  dilemma and weak i n  h u m a n i s t i c  c o n c e r n s ,  A l b e r t  

Camus d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who

-̂ E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , t r a n s .  B e rn a rd  Riesman (New Yorks 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  194-7)» p .  1 8 .  See a l s o  K n e l l e r ,  
p .  19;  Gordon E. B ige low ,  "A P r i m e r  o f  E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , "  
i n  The World o f  I d e a s s E s s a y s  f o r  S t u d y , e d s .  M ic h a e l  
W. A l s s i d  and W il l i a m  Kenney (New Yorks H o l t ,  R i n e h a r t ,
& W in s ton ,  196*0 , p .  204.

-^Breisach, pp. 99-101.



28

a c c e p t s  h i s  f reedom  and p o s s i b i l i t y  and shows t h e  d e s t r u c ­

t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  m a n ' s  g e n e r a l  f a i l u r e  to  do s o .  F i r s t ,  

l i f e  must  have  m ean ing  and p u r p o s e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ;  he 

m ust  ju d ge  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  i s  w o r th  l i v i n g  and a s c e r ­

t a i n  why o r  why n o t . - ^  Camus acknowledges  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  

t h e  " e x i s t e n c e  p r e c e d e s  e s s e n c e "  d ic tu m  and s e e s  s u b j e c t i v e  

s e l f - c r e a t i o n  a s  t h e  o n ly  p o s s i b i l i t y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  he con­

c l u d e s ,  man "can  u n d e r s t a n d  o n ly  i n  human t e r m s , "  and

m eaning  c a n  come o n l y  w i t h i n  "The fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  my
57i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e , " - "

F o r  Camus, e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ' s  g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  

t h a t  i t  b e g i n s  by p i c t u r i n g  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a c k  o f  meaning
KO

and "ends up by f i n d i n g  a  m ean ing  and d e p th  i n  i t . "

D e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  i t  

one s u f f e r s  a  s p i r i t u a l  d e a t h  t h a t  makes o n e ' s  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p  t o  t h e  w or ld  a lm o s t  as  " a b s u r d "  as  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  

u l t i m a t e l y  makes i t .  Camus d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  human c o n d i ­

t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m y t h i c a l  S i s y p h u s , condemned to  p u s h  a 

r o c k  up a  h i l l  w h i l e  t h e  gods push  i t  back  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  

p o s i t i o n .  One can n e v e r  a c h i e v e  a  t o t a l  and c o m p le te  i d e n ­

t i t y ;  a l l  h i s  e f f o r t s  a t  s p i r i t u a l  m eaning  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r

- ^ A l b e r t  Camus, "The Myth o f  S i s y p h u s , "  i n  The Myth 
o f  S i s y p h u s  and O t h e r  E s s a y s , t r a n s .  J u s t i n  O 'B r i e n  (New 
Yorks V i n t a g e  Books,  1955)* P* 3»

5 7 I b i d . ,  pp .  3 8 - ^ 2 .

58Ibid., p. 31.
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l i m i t a t i o n s .  But he c an  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m ean ing  

i n  t h e  e f f o r t  i t s e l f ;  he can  become " s u p e r i o r  t o  h i s  

f a t e .

I n  a n o t h e r  work A l b e r t  Camus a n a l y z e s  what can happen 

when man e i t h e r  f a i l s  t o  make t h i s  e f f o r t  o r  m i s c o n s t r u e s  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  " r e b e l l i o n "  t h a t  i s  b a s i c  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  The "proud s e a r c h  f o r  a b s o l u t e s "  i s  

t h e  main  d eh u m a n iz in g  f o r c e  i n  b o t h  c a s e s . ^  F o r m a l i z e d  

m o r a l i t y ,  r e l i g i o n s '  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  " i m a g i n a r y  m ean ings"  

t h a t  p r e v e n t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a u t h e n t i c  o n e s ,  c o n f o r m i t y ,  

c o l l e c t i v i s m ,  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  a r e  a l l  a b s o ­

l u t e s  t h a t  a r i s e  o f t e n  from m a n ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  e x e r c i s e  h i s  

freedom a t  a l l .  But t h e y  can  a l s o  r e s u l t  when h i s  f r e e ­

dom i s  an  a b s o l u t e ,  when he r e f u s e s  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  l i m i t  

freedom  " d i s c o v e r s  i n  i t s e l f — a  l i m i t  where  m inds  m ee t  and,  

i n  m e e t i n g ,  b e g i n  t o  e x i s t .

When man a c t s  w i th  co m p le te  f reedom ,  h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  

e f f o r t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  t o  h i s  w i l l ,  

h i s  u l t i m a t e  e f f o r t  t o  m u rd e r  t h a t  m a j o r i t y . ^  Camus

-^C am us , "The Myth o f  S i s y p h u s , "  p .  91*

^ ° The R e b e l , t r a n s .  Anthony Bower (New York: V in t a g e  
Books, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  59-

6 l I b i d . ,  p p .  6 9 -1 2 4 ,  234.

6 2 I b i d . , p .  2 2 .

6 3 I b i d . ,  p p .  4 2 ,  1 6 0 .
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c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  w h i l e  m a n 's  s e a r c h  " f o r  t h e  u n i t y  h i s  e x i s ­

t e n c e  l a c k s "  must  f o c u s  on h i s  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  h i s  " i n ­

t e r i o r  r e a l i t y , " i t  m ust  have a s  i t s  u n d e r l y i n g  p r i n c i p l e  

t h a t  "we must  l i v e  and l e t  l i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  what we 

a r e . "  S in c e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  m odem  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  

d ev e lo p m e n t  s tem s  from f r u s t r a t i o n s  a b o u t  m ean ing  and f u l ­

f i l l m e n t  and b e c a u s e  t h e  human c o n d i t i o n  i s  i n c o m p l e t e ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ,  and w a s t e f u l ,  b e c a u s e  o f  e v i l ,  Camus 

i m p l i e s  t h a t  we c a n n o t  deny o u r  b a s i c  h u m a n i ty  f o r  t h e  

s a k e  o f  any  a b s o l u t e  o r  s u p e r f i c i a l  o r d e r . ^

Most com m enta tors  on e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  a s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

p o s i t i o n  c o n c u r  t h a t  i t  has  b een  a  m a j o r  f o r c e  i n  e n l a r g i n g  

t h e  sco pe  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  b a s i c  h u m an i ty .  E x i s ­

t e n t i a l i s m  i s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  a  

p h i l o s o p h y  p e r  s e  b u t  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a p p r o a c h  o r  m etho ­

d o lo g y  t h a t  s e e k s  t o  overcome m odem  d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  and 

t h e  d r i f t  tow ard  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  mass s o c i e t y  by f i n d i n g

ways " t o  a l l o w  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  f r e e s t ,  and  m ost  g e n u in e  ex-
66p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  human p e r s o n a l i t y . "  T h is

a p p ro a c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  a l l  a b s t r a c t  knowledge m ust  u s e
6 *7" p e r s o n a l ,  s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e "  a s  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n .

^ C a m u s , The R e b e l . p p .  252,  2 62 -2 6 5 .

^ I b i d . ,  p p .  2 3 - 2^ .

^ K n e l l e r ,  p p .  v i i i - x i .  See  a l s o  B a r r e t t ,  p .  32; 
B r e i s a c h ,  p p .  212-217 .

^ M a s l o w ,  p .  9* See a l s o  B a r r e t t ,  pp .  1 ^ -19 ;
K n e l l e r ,  p .  26.
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I n  f a c t ,  such  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  b a s i c  t o  l i f e  b e c a u s e ,  a s  t h e  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  t e l l  u s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  

and a c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  c a n  g iv e  l i f e  m ean ing .

S p e c i f i c s  c e n t r a l  t o  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  m ean ing  i n c l u d e  

" a s p i r a t i o n ,  i n v o c a t i o n ,  r e s p o n s e ,  p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and c r e a t i v e  engage-
Z'Q

m e n t . "  While  a c k n o w le d g in g  t h a t  man must d e a l  w i t h  " a  

d e t e r m i n a t e  s i t u a t i o n "  i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  e x i s t e n ­

t i a l i s t s '  emphasis  on " e x i s t e n c e  as an  o b j e c t  o f  i n q u i r y "  

and on l i v i n g  a s  a p r o c e s s  o f  becoming d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  

s e c o n d a r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and  a l s o  m a n 's  p o t e n t i a l  

t o  t r a n s c e n d  o r  i n t e g r a t e  i t  i n t o  h i s  i d e n t i t y . ^  E r n s t  

B r e i s a c h  e x c e l l e n t l y  sum m ar izes  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

e x i s t e n t i a l  a p p ro a c h  t o  l i f e :  " t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t a n t  

overcom ing  o f  what  man i s  a t  a  g iv e n  moment i n  f a v o r  o f  a 

r i c h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y ;  t h e  n e v e r - e n d i n g  b r e a k i n g  t h r o u g h  t o  an 

im m edia te  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i f e ;  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e s  

a g a i n s t  t h a t  which h as  a l r e a d y  been f o r m u l a t e d  l i k e  p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n s ,  d o c t r i n e s ,  and w o r ld  v iew s ;  i n  s h o r t ,  n e v e r  t o  

know t h e  answ er  b e f o r e  t h e  prob lem  h a s  been e x p e r i e n c e d ;

L O
Blackham, "An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  E x i s t e n t i a l  T h in k ­

i n g , "  i n  R e a l i t y , p p .  ^-13* See a l s o  K n e l l e r ,  pp .  6 1 -6 2 ;  
B r e i s a c h ,  pp .  221-223*

^Kneller, p. 35.
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n e v e r  t o  be a  p r i s o n e r  t o  a once  formed s e l f ,  a  r o u t i n e
70w o r ld ,  a n  e a s y  secondhand  l i f e . " '

The complex t a s k  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n t o  

t h e  r e a lm  o f  r e a l i s t i c  p o s s i b i l i t y  has  been  assumed by a 

number o f  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who l a b e l  them­

s e l v e s  b o t h  " e x i s t e n t i a l "  and " h u m a n i s t i c . "  They have 

ev o lv e d  a p p r o a c h e s  and p r i n c i p l e s  a b o u t  human i d e n t i t y  

t h a t  b u i l d  upon t h o s e  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s .

They s e e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  human i d e n t i t y  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  a s  

i n t e g r a l  t o  c o n te m p o r a r y  l i f e  a s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s e x u a l i t y  was 

i n  F r e u d ' s  d ay .  Working from t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  v a l u e s  

a r e  no l o n g e r  h i e r a r c h i c a l  and o b j e c t i v e  b u t  r e l a t i v e  and 

based  on i n d i v i d u a l  judgment  and u t i l i t y ,  t h e y  t a k e  i s s u e  

w i th  B. F. S k i n n e r  and t h e  b e h a v i o r i s t s ' s c i e n t i f i c  p s y ­

c h o lo g y  t h a t  would d e v e lo p  a  sy s tem  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  a b s o l u t e
71v a l u e s  and c o n d i t i o n  s o c i e t y  t o  l i v e  by them . B. F. 

S k i n n e r  a d m i t s  t h a t  b e h a v i o r i s t s  a r e  w ork ing  t o  f o r m u l a t e  

"a c a r e f u l  c u l t u r a l  d e s i g n "  t h a t  would c o n t r o l  " t h e  i n ­

c l i n a t i o n  t o  b e h a v e — t h e  m o t i v e s ,  t h e  d e s i r e s ,  t h e  

w i s h e s .

^ ° B r e i s a c h ,  p .  23^ .  See a l s o  Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f ,
pp.  2 0 3 - 20 1̂-.

^ I g o r  A. C a ruso ,  E x i s t e n t i a l  P s y c h o lo g y  (New York: 
H e rd e r  & H e r d e r ,  1 9 6 ^ ) ,  p .  x i .  See a l s o  P e r c e i v i n g , p .  8^ .

^ Walden Two (New York: M acM il lan ,  1 9 ^ 8 ) ,  p .  262,
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Many e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  r e f u t e  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  

" a l l  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  c a u se s  o f  b e h a v i o r  l i e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  and t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t e r n a l  s t i m ­

u l u s  t h a t  b e h a v i o r  t a k e s  p l a c e , "  They s e e  t h e  b e h a v i o r ­

i s t s  ' emphasis  on " r e c o n d i t i o n i n g "  and " c o n d i t i o n i n g "  as  

d e h u m a n iz in g ,  a s  "making o u t  o f  man an  o b j e c t "  n o t  f o r  t h e  

s a k e  o f  " u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and p r e d i c t i o n "  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  

t h e  s a k e  o f  power and c o n t r o l . ^  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e s e  e x i s ­

t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  " t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  

l i v e s  a r e  d e te r m in e d  by t h e  f o r c e s  o f  l i f e  i s  o n l y  one s i d e  

o f  t h e  t r u t h ;  t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h a t  we d e t e r m i n e  t h e s e  f o r c e s  

a s  o u r  f a t e . "  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  f o c u s  upon 

" t h e  e x i s t i n g  p e r s o n  and emphasize  t h e  human b e i n g  as  he 

i s  e m e r g in g , becom ing" t h r o u g h  h i s  i n n e r  n a t u r e ' s  e x p e r ­

i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r s .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  "Man's  p a r t i c u l a r
7kn a t u r e  i s  h i s  power to  c r e a t e  h i m s e l f . "  They a r e  c o n ­

v i n c e d  t h a t  " t h e  way to  u n d e r s t a n d  i s  from w i t h i n "  and t h a t  

man n e e d s  "a  c l i m a t e  f r e e  from t h r e a t  to  s e l f "  where  

" c h o i c e  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  c o r e  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e .  ^

^ R o g e r s , Freedom t o  L e a r n , p p .  2 60 -265 .

^ R o l l o  May, " E x i s t e n t i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , "  i n  E x i s t e n t i a l  
P s y c h o l o g y , ed.  R o l lo  May (New York: Random House,  1969)» 
p p .  1 1 - 2 6 .  See a l s o  C a ru so ,  p .  x i x ;  Fromm, Man F o r  Him­
s e l f , p .  220; R o g e rs ,  P e r s o n  to  P e r s o n , p .  x .

" ^ C a r l  R. R og e rs ,  "Two D iv e r g e n t  T r e n d s , "  i n  E x i s ­
t e n t i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , ed. May, pp .  8 5 - 8 9 .
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One s t u d y  s u g g e s t s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  em phases .  In  

t h i s  s t u d y  t h e  c o n d i t i o n e d  c o n f o r m i s t s  t h e  b e h a v i o r i s t s  

would c r e a t e  c o u ld  cope l e s s  w e l l  w i t h  s t r e s s ,  had l e s s  

o f  a  s e n s e  o f  competence  and p e r s o n a l  ad eq u a cy ,  were  l e s s  

open and f r e e  i n  e m o t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  and had l e s s  i n s i g h t

i n t o  t h e i r  own m o t i v e s  and b e h a v i o r  t h a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r -
76s o n s .  Yet b e h a v i o r i s m  i s  c u r r e n t l y  f a r  more p r e v a l e n t

i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c i r c l e s  t h a n  i s  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o lo g y .

B e h av io r i sm  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  o u r

t e c h n o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  t h a t  would " r u t h l e s s l y  e x c lu d e  a l l

t h e o r y  o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  r e a d s  p u r p o s i v e n e s s ,  e t h i c a l
77m ean ing ,  o r  p e r s o n a l  communion i n t o  n a t u r e . " ' '  I t  i s  a 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  r e f u s e s  t o  acknowledge  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t e d ­

n e s s  o f  s c i e n c e  and humanism, t h a t  r e f u s e s  t o  se e  t h a t  

w h i l e  "Humanism can  g a in  from s c i e n c e  m ethods  which  would 

i n c r e a s e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  

s c i e n c e  can  g e t  f rom humanism t h e  v a r i e d ,  p r o v o c a t i v e ,  and 

q u e s t i o n - a w a k e n i n g  r i c h n e s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e . " ' ' 7® 

Most e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  contem­

p o r a r y  m a n 's  f a i l u r e  t o  c u l t i v a t e  su c h  r i c h n e s s  i s  t h e

^ R .  S.  C r u t c h f i e l d ,  " C o n f o r m i ty  and C h a r a c t e r , "  
Am erican  P s y c h o l o g i s t , 10 (1 9 5 5 ) •  1 9 1 -198 .

77'T h eod o re  Roszak ,  Where t h e  W a s te la n d  E n d s : P o l i t i c s  
and T ra n sc e n d e n c e  i n  P o s t i n d u s t r i a l  S o c i e t y  (Garden C i t y ,  
N.Y.s D oub leday ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  ^ 7 8 .

"^W ilson  Van Dusan, "The N a t u r a l  D ep th  o f  Man," i n  
P e r s o n  to  P e r s o n , p p .  2 1 5 -2 16 .
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d i r e c t  c a u se  o f  h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  p r o b ­

lems and l i m i t a t i o n s ,  s i n c e  what  he i s  d o in g  i s  r e p r e s s i n g
79o r  b l o c k i n g  o f f  f a c e t s  o f  h i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  7 They demon­

s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h y  p e r s o n  i s  one who i s  w ork ing  t o ­

ward s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  ( f u l l  humanness,  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  

autonomy, f u l l  g ro w th ,  and s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t )  t h r o u g h  t h e  

f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s  i n n e r  n a t u r e .  Man i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

from a n im a ls  by h i s  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s ,  r e a s o n ,  and i m a g i n a t i o n  

and sh o u ld  u s e  t h e s e  powers t o  c r e a t e  an " e s s e n c e "  f o r  

h i m s e l f .®0

I f  man f a i l s  t o  u s e  h i s  powers  t o  move tow ard  s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  he f i n d s  n o t  j u s t  s t a g n a t i o n ;  b u t  " p e n t - u p  

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s "  t h a t  can  b r i n g  on a n x i e t y ,  m o r b i d i t y ,  de -
O 1

s p a i r ,  and d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  

t h i n k e r s  c o n c l u d e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  anxie ty ,,  and  c r e a t i v i t y  

a r e  two s i d e s  o f  t h e  same c a p a c i t y .  Those who have  t h e  

c o u ra g e  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s  r e s i s t  d e s p a i r  by 

t a k i n g  a n x i e t y  i n t o  t h e m s e lv e s  and t u r n i n g  i t  i n t o  c r e a t i v e  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who f a i l  t o  d i s c o v e r  and c r e a t e  

t h e m s e lv e s  s e t t l e  down " t o  a f i x e d ,  l i m i t e d  and u n r e a l i s t i c  

s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n "  and s u f f e r  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  and t y p e s  o f

"^May, " E x i s t e n t i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , "  p .  79- See  a l s o  
Maslow, p .  8 .

Of)
Maslow, p p .  2 ^ -2 5 ;  Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f , 

p p .  17, 36 ,  ^ 8 .
Q <4

May, M an 's  S e a rc h  f o r  H i m s e l f , pp .  22 ,  83;  Fromm, 
Man F o r  H i m s e l f , p .  218.



36
O p

n e u r o s i s .  Thus ,  a s  Abraham H. Maslow a s s e r t s ,  p s y c h i c  

s i c k n e s s  r e s u l t s  n o t  o n l y  from m a n ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  s a t i s f y  

h i s  " b a s i c  needs  f o r  l i f e ,  f o r  s a f e t y  and s e c u r i t y ,  f o r  

b e l o n g i n g n e s s  and a f f e c t i o n " ;  i t  a l s o  o c c u r s  when p e o p le  

warp ,  s u p p r e s s ,  o r  deny t h e i r  i n n e r m o s t  s e l v e s .  Maslow 

c a l l s  what  o c c u r s  " i n t r i n s i c  g u i l t "  t h a t  s tem s  from an 

" i n t r i n s i c  c o n s c i e n c e "  more d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  human p e r ­

s o n a l i t y  t h a n  t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s u p e r e g o  o f  F r e u d . ^

Maslow a d d s ,  however ,  t h a t  i m p u l s e s  and t e n d e n c i e s  

to w ard  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t ,  th ou g h  i n s t i n c t i v e ,  a r e  weak and 

c an  be drowned o u t  by h a b i t ,  by wrong c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  

tow ard  them, by t r a u m a t i c  e p i s o d e s ,  and by  m i s d i r e c t e d  

e d u c a t i o n .  S e c o n d ly ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s p e c i a l  t e n d e n c y  i n  

W es te rn  c u l t u r e  t o  c o n s i d e r  o u r  b a s i c  i n s t i n c t i v e  n e ed s  

bad o r  e v i l ;  t h u s  many c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n t r o l ,  i n ­

h i b i t ,  o r  s u p p r e s s  them. Fo r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  many p e o p le  

have  no a u t h e n t i c  i d e n t i t y  and l i t t l e  power  t o  make t h e i r  

own d e c i s i o n s  and c h o i c e s  w e l l  i n  a n  e r a  i n  which c o n d i ­

t i o n s  demand t h e s e  and r e l a t e d  q u a l i t i e s  f o r  m e a n in g f u l  

l i v i n g .  Because  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  so  p e r v a s i v e ,  

T i l l i c h  seems a c c u r a t e  i n  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  m odem  man i s

^ T i l l i c h ,  p p .  6 6 - 6 8 ; R o l lo  May, The Meaning o f  
A n x i e ty  (New Yorks Ronald P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  p . 356; Combs 
and S ny g g , p .  ^5 .

® % as lo w ,  p .  177- See a l s o  Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f ,
p .  1 6 2 .

^ M a slo w ,  p. 164,
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s t i l l  aware o f  what h e  has l o s t  and s t i l l  has  a b a s i c  u r g e  

to w a rd  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n . 8-̂

S e v e r a l  h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p o i n t  out  t h a t  t h e  

m a j o r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  o r  wrong a t t i t u d e  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e  t h a t  

r e s t r i c t s  t h a t  u r g e  f rom  coming t o  l i f e  i s  t o  e q u a t e  an  

emphasis  on i t  w i t h  s e l f i s h n e s s  and s e l f - a b s o r p t i o n .  These  

q u a l i t i e s  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  Ju d e o -  

C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n - - a  t r a d i t i o n  which d e f i n e s  a l o v i n g  

p e r s o n  as one who p l a c e s  God a nd  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  and above  

h i m s e l f  and f r e e l y  g i v e s  h i m s e l f  t o  God and o t h e r s .  Ac­

c o r d i n g  to  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  h a p p in e s s  and f u l f i l l m e n t  come 

o n l y  th r o u g h  su c h  l o v e .  H u m a n is t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s s e r t  

t h a t  u n d e r  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e ,  h a rm o n iou s ,  and b a l a n c e d  

c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e  would be no n e e d  t o  

emphasize  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  a s  t h e  key  t o  b e in g  a  l o v i n g  

p e r s o n .  But  u n d e r  t h e  im b a lan c ed  and i n c o n g r u e n t  c o n d i ­

t i o n s  u n d e r  which  we l i v e ,  many p e o p le  c a n n o t  a c t u a l i z e  

t h i s  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l  u n l e s s  th e y  a r e  a c t i v e l y  e n ­

gaged  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  

t h e s e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  o n ly  t h r o u g h  g e n u in e  

s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  y i e l d s  v a l u e  c l a r i t y  can  anyone go on 

to  g a i n  g e n u in e  knowledge  o f  o t h e r s  and t h u s  r e l a t e  w e l l  

t o  them. S e l f i s h n e s s  and e x c e s s i v e  s e l f - c o n c e r n  r e a l l y

85Tillich, p. 135.
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come from a n  i n n e r  s e l f - h a t r e d ,  A h e a l t h y  s e l f - i n v o l v e ­

ment  s t e m s  f rom a sound e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o n e ' s  own w o r th .  

W ithou t  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  we w i l l  n o t  f e e l  a  g e n u in e  b r o t h e r ­

hood w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  hu m an i ty ;  we w i l l  have f r ag m en ted
86p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and o f t e n  r e l a t e  m e c h a n i s t i c a l l y  t o  o t h e r s .

P e r h a p s  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ' s  v a l i d i t y  w i l l  become 

c l e a r e r  a s  we s y n t h e s i z e  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  

i d e a s  on w ha t  p r o c e s s e s  and q u a l i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  e f f e c t i v e  

and m e a n in g f u l  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  some o f  

which  have  a l r e a d y  been  m e n t io n e d .  T h i s  s y n t h e s i s  w i l l  

p i c t u r e  s u c h  deve lopm ent  a s  a  p a r a d o x i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  

i n n e r  b e i n g ,  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s .  As May n o t e s ,  g e n u in e  i d e n t i t y  development  

a c h i e v e s  a  medium be tw een  g row ing  p u r e l y  i n  o n e ' s  i n n e r  

w o r ld  and " d i s p e r s i n g  o n e ' s  s e l f  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and
O O

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  u n t i l  o n e ' s  b e i n g  i s  e m p t ie d ."

Man can  t h u s ,  Fromm a s s e r t s ,  "be f r e e  and y e t  n o t  a lo n e ,

c r i t i c a l  and  y e t  n o t  f i l l e d  w i t h  d o u b t s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  and
88y e t  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  m a n k in d ,"  The em phas is  g iven  

0(1

Maslow, pp .  10 -21 ;  Fromm, The A r t  o f  L o v i n g , 
p p .  v i i ,  ^ 9 - 5 1 ;  May, M an 's  S e a rc h  f o r  H i m s e l f , p p .  87, 
178-179 ;  R o g e r s ,  Freedom t o  L e a r n , p .  27^•

^ " E x i s t e n t i a l  Bases  o f  P s y c h o t h e r a p y , "  i n  E x i s ­
t e n t i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , ed .  May, p .  76.  See  a l s o  T i l l i c h ,  
p .  187; The Committee on t h e  O b j e c t i v e s  o f  a  G e n e r a l  E duca ­
t i o n  i n  a F r e e  S o c i e t y ,  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  a  F r e e  S o c i e t y  
(C am bridge ,  M a s s . :  H arvard  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 ^ ) ,  P« 10*

88 E sc a p e  from Freedom, p .  257.
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i n  t h i s  s y n t h e s i s  t o  t h e  i n n e r  "being o f  i d e n t i t y  r e f l e c t s  

t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  when i n n e r  "being i s  weak, a l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  

a r e  e q u a l l y  weak and t h a t  i t  i s  i n n e r  b e in g  t h a t  i s  most 

t h r e a t e n e d  by c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and by t h e  

r e s u l t a n t  d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  i n t o  c o l l e c t i v i s m  and 

c o n f o r m i t y .

I n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  s e n s e ,  a  m an ’s i n n e r  b e in g  i s  h i s

u n iq u e  s p i r i t u a l  p a t t e r n  o f  " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  t e m p e r a m e n ta l ,

a n a t o m i c a l ,  p h y s i o l o g i c a l ,  and b i o c h e m i c a l  n e e d s ,  c a p a c -
90i t i e s ,  and r e a c t i o n s . "  T h is  p a t t e r n  i s  " a u t h e n t i c "  and 

m e a n i n g f u l l y  f u l f i l l i n g  o n l y  i n s o f a r  a s  i t s  i n t e g r a t e d  

segm ents  emerge from o n e ' s  own s e l f  a s  s u c h ,  from o n e ' s  

e x p e r i e n c e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  from o n e ' s  c o n s c io u s  c h o ic e  

and a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  h i s  v a l u e s  and a c t i o n s .  Man must  av o id  

w o rk in g  from a  p r e c o n c e i v e d  s t r u c t u r e .  F o r  t h i s  emergence 

t o  o c c u r ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m ust  do t h r e e  t h i n g s  t o  c u t  h i s  

" p s y c h o l o g i c a l  u m b i l i c a l  c o r d , "  F i r s t ,  he  must  c o n f r o n t  

t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  and p r o f u n d i t y  o f  l i v i n g ,  a s  opposed to  

t h e  s h a l lo w  and s u p e r f i c i a l  l i f e .  He m ust  s e c o n d ly  a v o id  

u s i n g  a c t i v i t y  as  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s .

F i n a l l y ,  he m ust  a v o id  a l l o w i n g  e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  t o  d i s p l a c e  

h i s  i n n e r  b e i n g ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t .  I n  t h e s e  ways t h e  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  can  m in im iz e  h i s  becoming an " o b j e c t ” o r  b e in g  re d u c e d

8 9 T i l l i c h ,  p .  112,

^°Maslow, p .  185* See  a l s o  May, M an 's  S e a r c h , p .  79; 
Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f , p .  20.
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t o  a  mere s p e c k  i n  a  mass s o c i e t y .  The moments and e x p e r i ­

ences  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d  t h e s e  r e f u g e s  from s e l f  a r e  t h u s  what
91g i v e  man h i s  a u t h e n t i c  e s s e n c e .

An i n t e g r a t e d  o r g a n i c  u n i t y  o r  w h o le n ess  i s  a l s o  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a  g e n u in e  i d e n t i t y .  The p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  

and f u t u r e  a r e  v iewed as  segm en ts  o f  o n e ' s  s e l f ,  n o t  as 

s e p a r a t e  f a c e t s  o f  t im e  i n  o n e ' s  l i f e .  The f u t u r e  i s  j u s t  

as much a p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  as  i s  t h e  p a s t .  O n e ' s  p o t e n ­

t i a l  f o r  g ro w th  i s  j u s t  a s  i n t e g r a l  t o  him as what he i s  a t  

p r e s e n t .  He l i v e s  i n  s u s p e n s i o n  be tw een  t h e s e  f a c e t s  o f

h i m s e l f ,  b u t  f e e l s  them a l l  a c t i v e  w i t h i n  him a t  t h e  same
92t i m e .  An i n d i v i d u a l  g row ing  t h r o u g h  an a u t h e n t i c  s e l f ­

hood a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h i n k i n g ,  f e e l i n g ,  and a c t i n g  a s  a  

u n i f i e d  p r o c e s s  o f  i n s e p a r a b l e  s e g m en ts .  One o f  t h e s e  

a s p e c t s  o f  b e in g  may be p r e v a l e n t  a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,

b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  p r e s e n t  and e x e r t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n -  
93f l u e n c e .

•^May, M an 's  S e a r c h , pp .  7 9 -8 1 ,  100 -104 .  See  a l s o  
Abraham H. Maslow, " E x i s t e n t i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , "  i n  E x i s t e n ­
t i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , e d .  May, p .  54;  C a r l  R. R ogers ,  On Becom­
i n g  a P e r s o n  (B o s to n ;  Houghton M i f f l i n ,  1 9 6 l ) ,  p p .  1 8 8 - 1 8 9 ; 
Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f , p p .  80,  95,  97;  H e id e g g e r ,  "Being  
and Time,"  p p .  25^ ,  257; G a b r i e l  M a r c e l ,  "S k e tch  o f  a  
Phenomenology and a  M e tap h y s ic  o f  Hope,"  i n  R e a l i t y , pp .  
191,  194.

^ 2Maslow, P s y c h o lo g y  o f  B e i n g , p .  10;  K n e l l e r ,  p .  67;  
H e id e g g e r ,  "Be ing  and T im e,"  p .  279*

93^ S t e p h e n  M. Corey ,  " P s y c h o l o g i c a l  F o u n d a t io n s  o f  
G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n , "  i n  G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n , p .  59;  May,
Man' s S e a r c h , pp .  80 ,  94; B o i s ,  p .  22.



The u n i f i e d  p a t t e r n  o f  a  f u l f i l l i n g  i d e n t i t y  i s  n o t  

so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  e v e r  t o t a l l y  d e f i n i t e  and c o m p l e t e .  I n ­

s t e a d ,  i t  i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  becoming and b u i l d i n g  t h a t  p e r ­

vades  o n e ' s  l i f e  from b e g i n n i n g  t o  end .  D e s c r i b i n g  su ch  

a p r o c e s s  i s  t h u s  c e n t r a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

a u t h e n t i c  i n n e r  b e i n g .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  r e q u i r e s  

t h e  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  m ed i ­

t a t i o n  t h a t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  i n t r o s p e c t i o n ,  k e en  o b s e r v a ­

t i o n ,  and i n t u i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n .  Modem man n e e d s  t h e  

co u ra g e  and s t r e n g t h  n o t  o n ly  t o  f a c e  what  he f i n d s  w i t h i n  

h i m s e l f  b u t  a l s o  t o  c r e a t e  what he d oes  n o t  f i n d  b u t  wan ts  

and n e e d s .  One must  know and a c c e p t  h i s  p r e s e n t  n e e d s ,

v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,  and p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  b e -
o£|,

f o r e  he  can e f f e c t i v e l y  embark on s e l f - c r e a t i o n .  He c an  

th e n  b e g i n  t o  a c t u a l i z e  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  t o  u s e  m ean in g ­

f u l l y  h i s  v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and s e n s i t i v i t i e s ;  t o  make i n ­

t e l l i g e n t  c h o i c e s  among a l t e r n a t i v e s  when c o n f l i c t s  a r i s e ;  

t o  e l i m i n a t e  q u a l i t i e s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  t h a t  he p o s s e s s e s  

b u t  now d i s l i k e s ;  and t o  c r e a t e  q u a l i t i e s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  

t h a t  he  ad m ire s  b u t  l a c k s .  He i s  a l s o  f r e e  t o  open h i m s e l f  

t o  new e x p e r i e n c e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  may l e a d  t o  new 

c h a r a c t e r  d i m e n s io n s .

• ^ F o r  f u l l e r  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  s e e  Lippmann, p .  1^7;  Fromm, 
The A r t  o f  L o v in g , p .  18;  Van Dusen,  p p .  228-232 ;  G l a s s e r ,  
pp .  1 1 6 - 1 2 7 1 H e i d e g g e r ,  "Be ing  and T im e ,"  p .  260 .
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F o r  a u t h e n t i c  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  t o  

o c c u r  t o  any  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n t  u n d e r  c o n tem p ora ry  c o n d i ­

t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n o t  enough t o  become s e l f - a w a r e ,  to  c u l t i v a t e  

a  vague ,  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  s e n s e  o f  s e l f ;  one must  become 

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s ,  a b l e  t o  v e r b a l i z e  and communicate a s  many 

f a c e t s  o f  h i m s e l f  as  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h i s  m anner  he c a n  ex­

p e r i e n c e  h i m s e l f  as  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s  i n n e r  w o r ld .  L ipp -  

mann e x c e l l e n t l y  d e f i n e s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a s  " th e  

S o c r a t i c  d i a l e c t i c  o f  t h e  s e l f "  i n  which  we a r e  a b l e  " t o  

o b s e rv e  o u r  own f e e l i n g s  a s  i f  t h e y  were o b j e c t i v e  f a c t s ,  

t o  d e t a c h  o u r s e l v e s  from o u r  own f e a r s ,  h a t e s ,  and l u s t s ,  

t o  examine them , name them ,  i d e n t i f y  them, u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  

o r i g i n ,  and f i n a l l y  t o  ju d g e  them" so t h a t  we become t h e
Q  c

m a s t e r s  o f  o u r  m o t i v e s .  ^
We can  t h e r e b y  l e a r n  from t h e  p a s t  and p l a n  f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e .  We c an  s e e  o u r s e l v e s  as  o t h e r s  s e e  u s  and have  

empathy w i th  o t h e r s .  S e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a l s o  e n a b le s  one 

t o  b o l s t e r  h i s  s e l f - i m a g e ,  t o  g a i n  a r e l a x e d  s p i r i t  from 

t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e  him t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  b e s t  

p a r t s  o f  h i m s e l f  and t o  overcome t h e  w o r s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

he i s  a b l e  t o  f e e l  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  h i m s e l f  t h r o u g h  h i s  im­

p ro ved  a b i l i t y  t o  t h i n k  and f e e l  w i th  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  c l a r ­

i t y ,  and c o h e r e n c e .  He a l s o  becomes h i g h l y  open to

■^Lippmann, p .  147* See a l s o  May, Man 's  S e a r c h , 
p .  74; N i e t z s c h e ,  "The W i l l  t o  Po w er ,"  p .  113; Camus,
"The Myth o f  S i s y p h u s , "  p .  20; Rogers ,  P e r s o n  t o  P e r s o n , 
p .  284.



43

e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a u s e  he f e e l s  c o n f i d e n t  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o

r e l a t e  i t  t o  h i s  p r e s e n t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  and o f  t h e

w o r ld  a ro u n d  h im . - ^

Of c o u r s e ,  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h a s  i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s .

One c a n n o t  a lw ays  comprehend h i m s e l f  a s  an e n t i t y  and

o f t e n  can  o n l y  g r a s p  a s p e c t s  o f  h i m s e l f  which  he w i l l

o n l y  be  a b l e  t o  i n t e g r a t e  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o

s u b c o n s c i o u s  and u n c o n s c i o u s  f o r c e s  a t  work w i t h i n  him

t h a t  he c a n n o t  b r i n g  t o  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  No m a t t e r

how c o n c e n t r a t e d  and i n t e g r a t e d  o n e ' s  f e e l i n g s ,  t h o u g h t s ,

a c t i o n s ,  and i m a g i n a t i o n ,  he  canno t  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  t h e  au -
97t h e n t i c  s e l f  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t h r o u g h  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  what s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  can do 

m e r i t s  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  u se  i n  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t .

The s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  d i s c o v e r y  an d  c r e a t i o n  o f  a g e n ­

u i n e  i n n e r  b e in g  can  o c c u r  o n l y  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  t h e  

s u f f i c i e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  f u n d a m e n ta l  human n e e d s  

" f o r  s a f e t y ,  b e l o n g i n g n e s s ,  l o v e ,  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  s e l f ­

e s t e e m ."  One must  f i r s t  o f  a l l  r e c o g n i z e  and  c o n s c i o u s l y  

work t o  g r a t i f y  t h e s e  n e e d s .  The b a s i c  c o n f l i c t  one m ust  

f a c e  i n  t h i s  t a s k  i s  be tween  e n l a r g e d  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s ,  

m a t u r i t y ,  f reedom ,  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and m a n ' s  t e n d e n c y

■^May, M an 's  S e a r c h , p p .  73» 9 0 ,  l 4 l ;  M a l t z ,  p p .  43 ,  
58;  Combs and Snygg, p .  243; E r i k s o n ,  C h i ld h oo d  and S o c i e t y  
(New York: W.W. N o r to n ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p .  2 8 2 .

^ B r e i s a c h ,  p .  113*



t o  remain a  c h i ld  a n d  c l i n g  t o  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  of* p a r e n t s  

a n d  p a r e n t a l  s u b s t i t u t e s .  W h i l e  u l t i m a t e l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  

dependency  i s  o f t e n  used  as a  f l i g h t  f ro m  a n x i e t y .  I n h i b i ­

t i o n s ,  r e p r e s s i o n s ,  and c h i l d h o o d  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  f a c ­

t o r s  in  k e e p i n g  one from i n n e r  growth .  The more t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  a n d  dependency  do m in a te  the  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  more 

n a r ro w  and r i g i d  i s  h i s  a p p r o a c h  to  l i f e ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  

h e  i s  l e s s  a b l e  t o  p r o f i t  f ro m  e x p e r i e n c e .  One m u s t  have 

t h e  p o s i t i v e  view o f  s e l f  t h a t  need g r a t i f i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  

t o  be open t o  exper ience .^®

Maslow gives  u s  an e x c e l l e n t  i d e a  o f  the q u a l i t i e s  

i n h e r e n t  i n  i d e n t i t y  d eve lopm en t  when h e  d i s c u s s e s  the  

d i f f e r e n c e s  between "need m o t i v a t e d "  a n d  "g row th  m o t i ­

v a t e d "  p e o p l e .  F i r s t  he p o i n t s  out  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  our a g e ,  

t h a t  many p e o p le  do n o t  f i t  i n t o  e i t h e r  c a t e g o r y ;  th ey  have 

good  need s a t i s f a c t i o n  but f a i l  to  grow toward s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  and a r e  somewhat a n x i e t y - r i d d e n  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  l i v e  o n  " c o a s t i n g  v a l u e s . "  While need g r a t i f i c a t i o n  

i s  merely t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t e n s i o n s ,  g rowth  i s  n e v e r  

s a t i s f y i n g  and i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  f r u s t r a t i n g .

T h e  e x te n t  t o  which one i s  n e e d  m o t i v a t e d  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  

t o  which o n e  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  h i s  env ironm en t ,  s i n c e  n e ed s  

c a n  be s a t i s f i e d  o n l y  by o t h e r  p e o p le .  The g r o w t h

o8
Maslow,  P sy ch o lo g y  o f  B e i n g , p .  21;  May, M an 's  

S e a r c h , p p .  166-167;  Fromm, A r t  o f  L o v i n g , p. 8 ;  P e r c e i v ­
i n g , pp. 185 -187 .
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m o t i v a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  d e t e r m i n e s  h i m s e l f  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  a s  o u t l i n e d  e a r l i e r .  P r e o c c u p ie d  w i th  

h i s  n e e d s ,  t h e  p e r s o n  p r i m a r i l y  need  m o t i v a t e d  i s  l e s s  a b l e  

t o  h e a r  l o s s e s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  " a d v e r s e  e x t e r n a l  c ircum­

s t a n c e s "  t h a n  i s  t h e  growth m o t i v a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  While  

one who i s  need m o t i v a t e d  l o v e s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  o u t  o f  g r a t ­

i t u d e  f o r  u s e f u l n e s s ,  one who i s  g r o w th  m o t i v a t e d  can l o v e  

t h e  whole p e r s o n  a n d  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  " o b j e c t i v e ,  i n t r i n s i c  

q u a l i t i e s . "  The g r o w th  m o t i v a t e d  p e r s o n  i s  t h u s  f r e e  t o  

b e n e f i t  f ro m  empathy w i th  o t h e r s ,  f r e e  to  p l a n  th ro ug h  h i s  

e n c o u n t e r s ,  to  d i s c o v e r  h i m s e l f ,  t o  s e l e c t  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  

t o  d e v e l o p ,  and t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  l i f e  o u t l o o k .  The need 

m o t i v a t e d  man t e n d s  t o  p r o j e c t  " h i s  own sys tem  o f  c l a s s i ­

f i c a t i o n ,  m o t iv e s ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and a b s t r a c t i o n s "  on t h e  

r e a l  w o r l d ,  but a  g row th  m o t i v a t e d  o ne  can come much c l o s e r  

t o  s e e i n g  i t  as i t  i s . ^

Each  o f  t h e s e  m o t i v a t i o n s  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  deg ree  and  

f r e q u e n c y  r a t h e r  t h a n  an a l l  o r  none a f f a i r .  Maslow's  

g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e  i n  t h e  movement f rom  one m o t i v a t i o n  t o  

t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h a t  " S a f e t y  n e e d s  a r e  p r e p o t e n t  o v e r  g r o w t h  

n e e d s . "  When g r o w th  d e l i g h t s  and s a f e t y  a n x i e t i e s  a r e  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  g row th  a n x i e t i e s  and s a f e t y  d e l i g h t s ,  we 

grow f o r w a r d  to w ard  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  Man h a s  bo th  a

■^Maslow, P s y c h o lo g y  o f  B e in g , p p .  3 0 -3 8 .  See a l s o  
May, M a n 's  S e a r c h , p p .  206-207 ;  Combs and Snygg ,  pp. 2 4 0 -  
242; M a l t z ,  pp. 4 - 3 3 ;  R o g e rs ,  Freedom to  L e a r n , p .  295.
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f e a r  o f  and a  need  f o r  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e .  While  f u l f i l l m e n t  

o f  t h i s  n e ed ,  Maslow t e l l s  u s ,  c an  r e d u c e  a n x i e t i e s  by- 

r e n d e r i n g  them " f a m i l i a r ,  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  m an a g ea b le ,  con­

t r o l l a b l e , "  some s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  i s  too  p a i n f u l  t o  b e a r .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  v a l u e  sys tem  m ust  s e e k  t o  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  t h e  w or ld  i n s o f a r  as  p o s s i b l e  and d e fe n d  a g a i n s t  i t
~  100  i n s o f a r  as  n e c e s s a r y .

S in c e  t h e  m a jo r  a s p e c t  o f  i n n e r  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm ent  

i s  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  v a l u e s ,  i t  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  e x p l a i n  v a l u i n g  a s  i t  o c c u r s  i n  g row th  m o t i ­

v a t e d  p e o p l e .  As one group o f  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and ed u ca ­

t i o n i s t s  a s s e r t s ,  su c h  p e o p le  "h av e  s i n c e r e  b e l i e f s  and 

v a l u e s  w i th  a  h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  c l a r i t y  and have t h e  c o u rag e  

o f  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s .  These  b e l i e f s  and v a l u e s  a r e  n o t

j u s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  a b s t r a c t  i d e a s  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  deep and
1 01c o n s i s t e n t  c o n v i c t i o n s  which a f f e c t  a c t i o n s . "  Rogers

p o i n t s  o u t ,  however ,  t h a t  su c h  d e p t h  and c o n s i s t e n c y  a r e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  " v a l u e  d i r e c t i o n s "  and n o t  o f  s p e c i f i c  

v a l u e s ,  which a r e  h e ld  t e n t a t i v e l y  and s u b j e c t  t o  change 

th r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e  and g row th .  A c c o r d in g  t o  Rogers ,

" f u l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  p e o p le "  have  a  " f l e x i b l e ,  f l u i d "  v a l u ­

in g  p r o c e s s  i n  which a c c u m u la te d  e x p e r i e n c e s  b l e n d  w i t h  

t h e  new im p ac t  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e n c o u n t e r  t o  s t i m u l a t e  a

^■^Maslow, P sy c h o lo g y  o f  B e i n g , p p .  ^-7—̂9» 6 3 -6 6 .
1 01 P e r c e i v i n g , p p .  198 -1 99 .  See a l s o  K e l l e y ,  p .  19; 

K ra thw oh l ,  Bloom, and M as ia ,  p .  ^ 4 .
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v a l u e  s y n t h e s i s  o r  t h e  emergence o f  a  new v a l u e .  Such a

v a l u i n g  method  i s  s e l f - e n h a n c i n g  o n l y  t o  t h e  d e g re e  t h a t

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  open t o  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  t h o s e  who have

a g r e a t  o p e n n e s s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  " a  com m onal i ty

o f  v a l u e  d i r e c t i o n s "  t h a t  p r o v i d e  a  model  f o r  t h o s e  who

l a c k  su c h  o p e n n e s s  to  work to w a rd .  These v a l u e  d i r e c t i o n s

a r e  " s i n c e r i t y ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  s e l f - d i r e c t i o n ,  s e l f -

know ledge ,  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i v i t y ,
1 0 2and l o v i n g  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "

This  v a l u i n g  p r o c e s s  and t h e  v a l u e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  

emerge from i t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  what  a lm o s t  a l l  w r i t e r s  

on i d e n t i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e - - t h a t  d e s p i t e  a  n e c e s s a r y  emphasis  

on i n n e r  b e i n g ,  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  developm ent  i s  p r e ­

d o m in a n t ly  " i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e ,"  e v o l v i n g  from and i n t e r ­

p e n e t r a t e d  by o n e ' s  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 

e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r s .  D i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  s e l f  

n o t  o n ly  l e a d s  one t o  t h i n k  w e l l  o f  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  t o  t h i n k  

w e l l  o f  o t h e r s  and t o  s e e  t h e i r  im p o r t a n c e  t o  h i s  i d e n t i t y .  

As M a r t i n  Buber  c o n c l u d e s ,  what i s  c e n t r a l  t o  i d e n t i t y  " i s  

n e i t h e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b u t  man w i t h  man,

1 0 ?
. R o g e r s ,  " V a l u i n g , "  pp .  1 2 - 2 1 .  See a l s o  Thomas S. 

S z a s z ,  "Moral  Mans A Model f o r  H u m an is t i c  P s y c h o l o g y , "  i n  
C h a l l e n g e s  o f  H u m a n is t i c  P s y c h o l o g y , ed. James F. T. 
D u g e n ta l  (New York: M cGraw-Hil l ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  50;  C a ru so ,  
p p .  125-131 ;  May, M an 's  S e a r c h , p p .  l 4 9 - l 6 2 ,  203; Maslow, 
P s y c h o lo g y  o f  B e in g , p p .  159-163 .  181-183 .
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108c o m p le t in g  one  a n o t h e r  i n  m u tu a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n . "  J The

o n ly  way an i n d i v i d u a l  can grow, S a r t r e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  i s

f o r  h i s  i n n e r  b e i n g  " t o  t r a n s c e n d  i t s e l f  i n  o r d e r  t o  make
104known t o  i t s e l f  by means o f  o t h e r  r e a l i t i e s  what i t  i s . "

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  e x i s t e n t i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  and p s y ­

c h o l o g i s t s  s t r e s s  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

i n v o lv e m e n ts  a s  t h e  means t o  an a u t h e n t i c  and co m p le te  

s e l f h o o d ,  b e c a u s e  o n l y  t h r o u g h  them i s  new m ean ing  c r e a t e d  

and r e c o g n i z e d .  T i l l i c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w h i l e  most  e x i s t e n ­

t i a l i s t s  a r e  n o t  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  r e l i g i o u s ,  t h e y  a c h i e v e  

b o th  a  s e n s e  o f  God and a communion w i t h  God t h r o u g h  i n t e r -  

s u b j e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y  g ro w th .  They i n t e g r a t e  " s e l f -  

a f f i r m a t i o n  a s  o n e s e l f  and s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n  a s  a  p a r t , "  

e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  a c t  a s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  " i n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  

deve lopm ent  o f  m an k ind ."  T h i s  i n t e g r a t i o n  l e a d s  them t o  

God, t o  " b e i n g - i t s e l f ,"  t o  t h e  "g ro u nd  o f  b e i n g , "  t h r o u g h  

f a i t h .  They t h e r e b y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  power o f  b e i n g  which 

s u p p l i e s  t h e  c o u ra g e  t o  a f f i r m  th e m s e lv e s  d e s p i t e  t h e
1 0 *)t h r e a t  o f  n o n b e in g  and t h e  a n x i e t i e s  t h a t  accompany i t .

^ 0% a r t i n  B uber ,  "What I s  Man?" i n  R e a l i t y , p .  234.
See a l s o  M a u r ic e  M er leau  P o n ty ,  "Phenomenology o f  P e r ­
c e p t i o n , "  i n  R e a l i t y , pp .  353-369;  Camus, " I n t e r v i e w , "  
i n  L y r i c a l  and  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s , p p .  3 ^ 6 -3 ^7 ;  E r i k s o n ,  
I d e n t i t y , p p .  22-23*

1 04 " B e in g  and N o t h i n g n e s s , "  i n  R e a l i t y , pp .  317*
327, 3^1* See  a l s o  R og e rs ,  Freedom t o  L e a r n , p .  228 .

105Tillich, pp. 107, 123-124, 15 6-1 7 6.
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Buber  and Fromm s u g g e s t  t h a t  l o v e ,  a  g e n u in e  i n t e r ­

p e r s o n a l  communion, i s  t h e  model  f o r  an  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  

t h a t  l e a d s  t o  God. A c c o r d in g  t o  B uber ,  man must  r e g a r d  

h i s  f e l l o w  man a s  a " p e r s o n , "  n o t  as  an " i n d i v i d u a l "  o r  

a s  an " o b j e c t , "  an  " i t . "  He must  c o n c e n t r a t e  n o t  on " d i f ­

f e r e n t i a t i n g "  h i m s e l f  f rom o t h e r s  b u t  on " e n t e r i n g  i n t o  

r e l a t i o n "  w i t h  them. The " I "  has  no " r e a l i t y "  u n l e s s  i t  

i s  " s h a r i n g "  w i t h  a "T hou ,"  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .  I n  t h i s  way 

one i s  l i v i n g  h i s  h u m a n i ty ,  o f  which  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i s
A f\£.

an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  b u t  n o t  t h e  w hole .  Working from t h e s e  

i d e a s ,  Fromm g i v e s  a  more s p e c i f i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  g e n u in e  

l o v e .  I t  i s  a  l o v e  which  does n o t  e n t a i l  s u b m i s s io n  o r  

dominance b u t  has  i t s  b a s i s  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  o n e ' s  i n t e g r i t y  

and i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  P r a c t i c i n g  s u c h  lo v e  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  

key  s o u r c e  o f  o n e ' s  s t r e n g t h ,  w e a l t h ,  and power a s  a  p e r ­

so n .  Fromm c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a u t h e n t i c  l o v e  a s  "an  a c t i v e  

c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  l i f e  and growth  o f  t h a t  which  we l o v e . "

I t  r e q u i r e s  a n  i n v o l v e d  r e s p o n s e  t o  " t h e  n e e d s ,  e x p r e s s e d  

o r  u n e x p r e s s e d ,  o f  a n o t h e r  human b e i n g . "  I t  a l s o  c a l l s  f o r  

a  " r e s p e c t "  f o r  t h e  b e lo v e d  so t h a t  he " s h o u ld  grow and 

u n f o l d  a s  he i s . "  F i n a l l y ,  one m us t  do h i s  u tm o s t  t o  know 

t h a t  p e r s o n  a s  w e l l  a s  he  can .  Fromm seems j u s t i f i e d  i n  

v i e w in g  su c h  l o v e  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y  i n  s e l f h o o d :

106" I  and Thou,"  i n  R e a l i t y , p p .  317,  327, 3*H. See 
a l s o  R ogers ,  Freedom t o  L e a r n , p .  222.
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" I n  t h e  a c t  o f  l o v in g  I  f i n d  m y s e l f ,  I  d i s c o v e r  m y s e l f ,
107I  d i s c o v e r  u s  b o th ,  I  d i s c o v e r  man."

Maslow e f f e c t i v e l y  p l a c e s  g e n u in e  l o v e  and t h e  i n t e r -  

s u b j e c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  i d e n t i t y  i n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  p o s s i b l e  

c o n t e x t  when he d e s c r i b e s  t h e  r o l e  "peak  e x p e r i e n c e s "  p l a y  

i n  t h e i r  emergence .  He d e f i n e s  s u c h  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  " t h e  

t o t a l  im m ers ion  o f  s e l f "  i n  su c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  " l o v e ,  

t h e  m y s t i c  o r  n a t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  p e r c e p t i o n ,  

t h e  c r e a t i v e  moment, t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n s i g h t ,  t h e  o r g a s ­

mic e x p e r i e n c e . "  D u r ing  them t h e r e  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  

o r  co m p le te  a b s o r p t i o n  i n  t h e  whole  w i t h o u t  com p a r iso n ,  

e v a l u a t i o n ,  o r  judgment .  A p eak  e x p e r i e n c e  e x e m p l i f i e s  

C h r i s t ' s  p a ra d o x  o f  l o s i n g  o n e s e l f  t o  g a i n  o n e s e l f .  I t  

n e e d s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  beyond i t s  own i n t r i n s i c  w o r th .  

D i s o r i e n t a t e d  i n  sp a c e  and t i m e ,  t h e  p e r s o n  u n d e r g o i n g  a 

p eak  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  c au g h t  up i n  a  world  u n t o  i t s e l f  where 

t h e  " e s s e n c e  o f  r e a l i t y "  i s  c a p t u r e d  more p r o f o u n d l y  t h a n  

i s  n o r m a l l y  t h e  case. '* '0®

Maslow a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  p e a k  ex­

p e r i e n c e s .  Viewing t h e s e  h a p p e n in g s  a s  " a c u t e  i d e n t i t y  

e x p e r i e n c e s , "  he a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e y  c a u se  one t o  f e e l  t h a t  

he h as  i n t e g r a t e d  h i m s e l f ,  t h a t  he has merged a l l  a s p e c t s

■*'0 ^Fromm, A r t  o f  L o v in g , p p .  17* 19* 2 2 -2 6 .  See  a l s o  
B ub e r ,  " D i a l o g u e , "  i n  R e a l i t y , p .  224.

•*'°®P s y c h o lo g y  o f  B e i n g , p p .  73* 7 9 - 8 1 .  See a l s o  
B r e i s a c h ,  p .  128} May, M an 's  S e a r c h , p p .  120,  182.
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o f  h i m s e l f .  One t h u s  f e e l s  an  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o t e n ­

t i a l i t i e s  and h i s  a c t u a l i t i e s  and a t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o f  h i s  

l i m i t a t i o n s .  The more a  p e r s o n  u n d e rg o e s  peak  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

t h e  more he f e e l s  " f r e e  o f  b l o c k s  and i n h i b i t i o n s ,  f r e e  t o  

be  more e x p r e s s i v e ,  more  n a t u r a l ,  more u n c o n t r o l l e d  and 

f r e e l y  f l o w i n g  o u t w a r d . "  Peak  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e r e b y  h e lp  

p e o p le  become " s e l f - a c c e p t i n g  and i n s i g h t f u l . "  They a r e  

t h e n  f r e e  t o  implement a  " s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  c r e a t i v i t y "  

i n  which t h e i r  d e e p e r  s e l v e s  emerge b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n

p o s i t i v e l y  c h a l l e n g e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  u n -
109known, t h e  m y s t e r i o u s ,  and  t h e  p u z z l i n g .

T h is  s y n t h e s i z e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  c l e a r l y  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  how i t  i s  a  complex and p a r a d o x i c a l  i n t e g r a ­

t i o n  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  i n n e r  s e l f h o o d ,  e x p e r i e n t i a l  en­

c o u n t e r s ,  and l o v i n g  a nd  deep i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

Moustakas  has  summarized w e l l  t h e  f a c e t s  o f  t h i s  i n t e g r a ­

t i o n .  One must  f i r s t  h a v e  a s e n s e  o f  " b e l o n g i n g , "  t h e  

f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h i s  b a s i c  n e ed s  t h a t  " e s t a b l i s h e s  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s e . "  S e c o n d ly ,  one n e e d s  to  e v o lv e  a s e n s e  

o f  " b e i n g , "  a p r o c e s s  o f  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  i n  which he " d i f ­

f e r e n t i a t e s  and i d e n t i f i e s  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  by  r e s p e c t i n g  

h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e . "  He must  a l s o  

engage i n  "becoming";  h e  must  open h i m s e l f  t o  new p o s s i ­

b i l i t i e s  f o r  in v o lv e d  g r o w th .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  p e r s o n

^•°% aslow, Psycho log?/- o f  B e in g , p p .  107, 1 3 7 -13 8 .
See a l s o  Fromm, Man F o r  H i m s e l f , p .  221 .
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s e r i o u s l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  i d e n t i t y  d eve lopm en t  must  a c h i e v e  an 

i n t e g r i t y  t h a t  s tem s  from an  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  " b e f i t t i n g "
110o r  b a l a n c i n g  o f  s e l f  and o t h e r s  and s e l f  and e x p e r i e n c e .

U s in g  t h e  i d e a s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and 

p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  many e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and o t h e r s  c o n ce rn e d  

a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  have drawn c o n c l u s i o n s  t h a t  s u p ­

p o r t  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm en t  can  

and p e r h a p s  sh o u ld  be an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  

c o l l e g e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l a .  Many o f  them c o n c u r  

w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  one com m it tee :  "The f u l l e s t  

p o s s i b l e  f l o w e r i n g  o f  human p o t e n t i a l  i s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  o u r  r e a s o n  f o r  b e in g .  W hateve r  we d e ­

c i d e  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f u l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  m ust  become a t  once  t h e  g o a l  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .

A l th o u g h  a g r e e i n g  i n  p r i n c i p l e  w i t h  t h o s e  who a s s e r t  

t h a t  t h i s  g o a l  i s  b e s t  f u l f i l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

e s s e n t i a l  knowledge ( f a c t s  and i d e a s ) ,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s ,  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l

110M o u s ta k a s ,  p p .  17» 73* See a l s o  C h a r o l o t t e  B u h le r ,  
"Human L i f e  a s  a  Whole a s  a  C e n t r a l  S u b j e c t  o f  H u m an is t i c  
P s y c h o l o g y , "  i n  C h a l l e n g e s , p .  8 6 ; K e l l e y ,  p .  51;  E r i k s o n ,  
C h i ldhood  and S o c i e t y , p p .  2 6 3 - 2 6 8 .

111 P e r c e i v i n g , p .  2. See a l s o  K ra th w o h l ,  Bloom, and 
M a s ia ,  p p .  171-172 ;  K n e l l e r ,  p .  90;  Maslow, R e l i g i o n s , 
p p .  -̂8 , 5 7 ;  MacLean and Raushen, p .  172.
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112p e r s o n a l i t y  and c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s ,  e x i s t e n t i a l  and hu­

m a n i s t i c  t h i n k e r s  on e d u c a t i o n  a r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t o  

a c h i e v e  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  w e l l  t h e  a c c e n t  m ust  be on " p e r ­

s o n a l  m e a n in g s , "  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  s e l f  t h r o u g h  

what  one l e a r n s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e y  s u g g e s t ,  l e a r n i n g  i s  n o t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  u n l e s s  i t  a f f e c t s  b e h a v i o r .  And t h e  more p e r ­

s o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i s ,  t h e  more 

l i k e l y  i t  i s  t o  a f f e c t  b e h a v i o r .  The more p e r t i n e n t  and 

a p p l i c a b l e  i t  i s ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h a t  what one l e a r n s  w i l l  

s t i c k  w i t h  him. I n  f a c t ,  l e a r n i n g  i t s e l f  i s  v iew ed as  

n o t h i n g  more t h a n  " t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  and d i s c o v e r y  o f  p e r ­

s o n a l  m e a n in g s . "  E d u c a t i o n  must  t h e r e f o r e  a c t i v e l y  engage 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  "world  o f  f e e l i n g ,  b e l i e v i n g ,  u n d e r s t a n d ­

i n g ,  h o p in g ,  w i s h i n g ,  d ream ing ;  h i s  w o r ld  o f  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  

d e s i r e s ,  w a n t s ,  n e e d s . " J M a r t i n  S c h u r e r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

such  a  p e r s o n a l i z e d  emphasis  i s  e s s e n t i a l  l e s t  we d i c h o t o ­

mize and f ra g m e n t  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  b e c a u s e

b e h a v i o r  i s  "embedded i n  a  c o g n i t i v e - e m o t i o n a l - m o t i v a t i o n a l
1 141m a t r i x  i n  which  no t r u e  s e p a r a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e . "

^ • ^ E a r l  J .  McGrath , L i b e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  P r o ­
f e s s i o n s  (New York: T e a c h e r s  C o l le g e  P r e s s ,  1959)> PP* 
18-25;  Committee  on G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  a  F r e e  S o c i e t y ,
PP. 7 3 - 7 5 .

-̂ P e r c e i v i n g , p p .  6 8 - 6 9 , 102. See a l s o  B r e i s a c h ,  
p .  159;  Combs and Snygg, p p .  1*19 , 195» 371; M o u s ta k a s , 
p ,  3 3 ; Corey ,  p .  53-

^ Handbook o f  S o c i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , v o l .  1 (Cambridge,  
M ass . :  A d d iso n -W es ley ,  195*0» p .  123.  See a l s o  B o i s ,  p .
1 0 .



E x i s t e n t i a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we m ust  l o o k  

c a r e f u l l y  a t  m o t i v a t i o n  and a t  t h e  k i n d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  m ost  m o t i v a t i n g  and v a l u a b l e .  S t u d e n t s  

sh o u ld  be m o t i v a t e d  and o r i e n t a t e d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e i r  f o r ­

m al  and i n f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  p u r ­

p o s e s  t h e y  d i s c o v e r  and c r e a t e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  Corey does 

w e l l  i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  i n t i m a t e  and p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  

o f  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  o v e r lo o k e d  i n  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n .  

I n s t e a d ,  " M o t i v a t i o n  becomes a  p rob lem  o f  g e t t i n g  s t u d e n t s

t o  se e  t h a t  what  someone e l s e  h as  d e c id e d  t h e y  sh o u ld  l e a r n
1 •) e

i s  w o r th  l e a r n i n g . " J
J a c o b ' s  s t u d y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t e a c h i n g  i n  g e n e r a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  "which  d e a l s  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  ( i d e n ­

t i f i c a t i o n  and d e f i n i t i o n )  and r e c a l l  o f  f a c t s  has  l i t t l e  

i n f l u e n c e  on b e h a v i o r . "  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  " l e a r n i n g  grow­

i n g  o u t  o f  p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t  and commitment i s  l i k e l y
1 “1 A

t o  make a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b e h a v i o r . "  One g roup  o f  e d u c a ­

t i o n i s t s ,  h a v in g  h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  " c o g n i t i v e "  

o b j e c t i v e s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  most  

e f f e c t i v e  i n  p r o m o t in g  such  m e a n i n g f u l ,  p e r s o n a l  l e a r n i n g .  

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  emphasize  s k i l l s  and a b i l i t i e s  

t h a t  h e lp  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m a i n t a i n  " h i s  i n t e g r i t y  as  an 

i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o n . "  Such s k i l l s  and a b i l i t i e s  must

11 5̂Corey ,  p .  53* See a l s o  K ra th w o h l ,  Bloom, and 
M as ia ,  p .  58;  M o u s ta k a s , p .  4 3 .

■'■^Jacob, p. 174.
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p rom ote  " p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g , "  s y n t h e s i z i n g ,  and t h e  a p p l i c a ­

t i o n  o f  knowledge t o  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and new 

s i t u a t i o n s .

Horace T. Morse r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  e x i s ­

t e n t i a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  when he d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  be tw een  

t r a d i t i o n a l  " l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n "  and what " g e n e r a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n "  s h o u ld  b e .  L i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  p u t s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  

c o n t e n t  f i r s t ,  w h i l e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  p u t s  t h e  " l e a r n e r  

a s  human b e i n g "  f i r s t .  L i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  has  a  f i x e d  con­

t e n t ;  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  has a  v a r i e d  one .  L i b e r a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  i m p a r t s  o u r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  and s t i m u l a t e s  t h e  

deve lopm en t  o f  powers o f  c r e a t i v e  and r e f l e c t i v e  t h o u g h t ,  

b u t  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e v e lo p s  t h e  " i n d i v i d u a l  on a  b r o a d e r  

s c a l e - - i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  and p e r s o n a l - - w i t h  a s  f u l l  

an i n t e g r a t i o n  as  p o s s i b l e  among t h e  f a c e t s  o f  a  l e a r n e r ' s  

e x p e r i e n c e  and  b e h a v i o r . "  While  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  " p u r ­

i s t i c , "  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ' s  u l t i m a t e  i n t e n t  i s  " p r a g m a t i c "
1 1 ft

on t h e  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .

I f  t h e s e  f a c e t s  o f  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  emphasized  

i n  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  im b a la n c e s  and 

i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  American  l i f e  can  become 

l e s s  i n s i s t e n t  and t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  d i s c o v e r y  and

^■■'■̂ Bloom, e d . ,  p p .  4 0 -4 2 ,  1 2 2 , 1 6 6 .
A A Q

" L i b e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  and G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n :  A P r o b ­
lem o f  D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n , "  i n  G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n : C u r r e n t  
I d e a s  and C o n c e r n s , ed .  James G. R ice  (W ash ing ton ,  D .C . :  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  H ig h e r  Educa t ion-NEA, 1964) ,  p p .  8 - 9 .
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c r e a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  c an  become more a c t i v e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  s t u d y  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s u b ­

s t a n t i a l  body o f  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

to  m odem  l i f e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  development  and t h e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  c o l l e g e  and 

u n i v e r s i t y  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l a .  The g e n e r a l  em­

p h a s i s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  w r i t i n g s  i s  on t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  

t h e  p e r s o n a l  and  s u b j e c t i v e  d im e n s io n s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  to  

t h e  b e s t  a ch iev e m e n t  o f  a  m e a n in g f u l  and f u l f i l l i n g  l i f e .



CHAPTER III

ENCOUNTER CRITICISM

Having examined i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm ent  and  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  American l i f e  

and e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  now 

d e s c r i b e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m — a p e r s o n a l  and s u b j e c t i v e  

a p p ro a c h  to  t h e  s t u d y  and t e a c h i n g  o f  p r o s e  f i c t i o n  t h a t  

f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y .  T h is  a p p r o a c h  a c c e n t u a t e s  t h e  q u a l ­

i t i e s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f i c t i o n  w h ich  make i t  a 

p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t i m u l a t o r  and s o u r c e  o f  i d e n t i t y  

d e v e lo p m e n t .  I t  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  

and f a c t o r s  c e n t r a l  t o  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  w e l l  and m ean ing­

f u l l y ,  v iew s  l i t e r a t u r e  as  an  i n t e g r a t i v e - d i s r u p t i v e  com­

p l e x ,  and c a l l s  f o r  a  f o c u s  on t h e  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n s  

b e tw ee n  l i f e  and f i c t i o n .  The u n i t y  o f  form and m ean ing ,  

t h e  i m p l i e d  a u t h o r ,  n a r r a t i o n  and p o i n t  o f  v iew ,  and t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  a u t h o r ,  r e a d e r ,  and  work a r e  con­

c e p t s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .

I n  e m p h a s iz in g  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  f i c t i o n  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  

works from t h e  p r e m is e  t h a t  t o  u s e  f i c t i o n  w e l l  f o r  s e l f -  

d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  we must  s t u d y  and t e a c h  i t  a s  

a  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  l i f e  t o  be  r e a d ,

57
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w r i t t e n  a b o u t  and d i s c u s s e d  f rom a s u b j e c t i v e  and p e r s o n a l  

p o i n t  o f  v iew .  Such a  p r e m is e  does n o t  mean t h a t  t h o s e  

who p r a c t i c e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  wish  t o  d i s p l a c e  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r i c a l  and a n a l y t i c  a p p ro a c h e s  

t o  f i c t i o n .  R a th e r ,  i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  a s  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  

t h e s e  a p p ro a c h e s  t h a t  can be u s e d  i n  i t s  v a r i o u s  modes by 

s c h o l a r s ,  c r i t i c s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and b e g i n n i n g  s t u d e n t s  a s  a 

way t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  r o l e  f i c t i o n  can p l a y  i n  t h e i r  s e l f ­

deve lopm en t  .

E n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n  i t s  m ost  e x t e n s i v e  

mode s t u d i e s  p a r t i c u l a r  works so a s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  r e l e v a n t  

h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  c l o s e  and c a r e f u l  i n t e r n a l  a n a l y s e s ,  

p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s ,  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

The p rob lem  o f  m odem  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  n e c e s s i t a t e s  

t h i s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i s ,  a s  N a th an  A. S c o t t  p o i n t s  o u t ,  o u r  

c u l t u r e ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  d i s c o v e r  o r  c r e a t e  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  "a 

v a l u a b l e  o r  an  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  f u n c t i o n . "  S c o t t  a s s e r t s  t h a t  

t h e  m a j o r  t a s k  o f  m o d em  c r i t i c i s m  s h o u ld  be t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  t h e  " u n iq u e  and i n d i s p e n s a b l e  r o l e  i n  t h e  human economy 

t h a t  i s  p l a y e d  by i m a g i n a t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h a t  c a n  be 

p reem p ted  by  n o t h i n g  e l s e . "  Susan  S o n ta g  a rg u e s  c o n v in c ­

i n g l y  t h a t  s u c h  a  d e f i n i t i o n  m ust  somehow merge " t h e  tw in  

a s p e c t s  o f  a r t :  a s  an  o b j e c t  and as  a  f u n c t i o n ,  a s  a r t i f i c e

■'■"The C o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f  V i s i o n  i n  t h e  P o e t i c  A r t :
The R e l i g i o u s  D im en s io n ,"  i n  L i t e r a t u r e  and B e l i e f : E n g l i s h  
I n s t i t u t e  E s s a y s , ed .  M. H. Abrams (New York: Columbia 
U n iv .  P r e s s ,  195 8 ) ,  p p .  108-109»
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and a s  l i v i n g  form o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a s  t h e  ove rcom ing  and

s u p p l e m e n t i n g  o f  r e a l i t y  and a s  t h e  making e x p l i c i t  o f

fo rm s o f  e n c o u n t e r i n g  r e a l i t y ,  a s  autonomous i n d i v i d u a l
2

c r e a t i o n  and a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  phenomenon."

M. H. Abrams ' h i s t o r i c a l  e x a m in a t io n  o f  c r i t i c i s m ' s  

d eve lopm ent  and  o f  p r e v a l e n t  c o n te m p o ra ry  c r i t i c a l  i d e a s  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  m e r g e r  has  n o t  y e t  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  a l ­

t h o u g h  we have  r e a c h e d  a  p o i n t  a t  which  i t  c an  and p e r ­

haps  sh o u ld  o c c u r .  He f i r s t  p o i n t s  o u t  " t h e  m im e t ic  

o r i e n t a t i o n — t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  a r t  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  an 

i m i t a t i o n  o f  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e , "  as  t h e  b a s i c  c o n c e p t  

from which a l l  o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  v iews have  stemmed. While  

s h a r i n g  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  P l a t o  and A r i s t o t l e  d i s a g r e e d  

a s  t o  w h e th e r  a r t  i s  a  world  u n to  i t s e l f ,  " i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  

s t a t e s m a n s h i p ,  b e i n g ,  and m o r a l i t y . "  P l a t o  c la im e d  t h a t  

a r t i s t i c  q u e s t i o n s  " c a n  n e v e r  be  s e p a r a t e d  from q u e s t i o n s  

o f  t r u t h ,  j u s t i c e ,  and  v i r t u e , "  w h i l e  A r i s t o t l e  d e s c r i b e d  

a r t  a s  a  p u r e l y  a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  p o l i t ­

i c a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  P l a t o ' s  c o n t e n ­

t i o n  p r e v a i l e d  as  o f  t h e  l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  

p r a g m a t i c  t h e o r i e s  o f  S i r  P h i l i p  S id n e y  and o t h e r s  began  

t h e i r  r e i g n .  A c c o r d in g  to  them, a  l i t e r a r y  work was an 

" i n s t r u m e n t "  f o r  c r e a t i n g  "m ora l  and s o c i a l  e f f e c t , "  and

2
Susan S o n ta g ,  " A g a in s t  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  i n  A g a i n s t  

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and O t h e r  E ssa y s  (New York: D e l l ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,
p.  ko.
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i t s  v a l u e  was judged  a s  t o  how w e l l  i t  a c h i e v e d  t h a t  end .  

The r e s u l t  was " s u b t l y  r a t i o n a l i z e d  n e o - c l a s s i c  i d e a l s  o f  

l i t e r a r y  c r a f t s m a n s h ip . " - ^

A l th o u g h  t h e  p r a g m a t i c  a p p ro a c h  h as  had t h e  l o n g e s t  

d u r a t i o n  and g r e a t e s t  number o f  f o l l o w e r s ,  t h e  " e x p r e s s i v e "  

t h e o r y ' s  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  i t s  r i g i d  c o n c e p t i o n s  a bou t  

l i t e r a r y  v a l u e s  has  made a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  

c r i t i c i s m .  By e m p h a s iz in g  t h e  w r i t e r  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  m a j o r  

g e n e r a t o r  o f  " b o t h  t h e  a r t i s t i c  p r o d u c t  and t h e  c r i t e r i a  by 

which  i t  i s  to  be  j u d g e d , "  Wordsworth and o t h e r s  were a b l e  

t o  show how l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a s h a r e d  e x p e r i e n c e  be tw een  t h e  

w r i t e r  and  t h e  r e a d e r - - h o w  t h e  w r i t e r  works t o  a f f e c t  t h e  

r e a d e r  and how t h e  r e a d e r  e n t e r s  " i n t o  t h e  mind and h e a r t "  

o f  t h e  w r i t e r  a s  a  p e r s o n .  But  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

o f t e n  l e d  away from t h e  works t h e m s e l v e s  t o  an  emphasis  on 

t h e  b i o g r a p h i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s  r e l e v a n t  

t o  them.

The " o b j e c t i v e  t h e o r y "  d e v e lo p e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  

e x c e s s e s  o f  t h i s  e m p h a s i s .  I t  " r e g a r d s  t h e  work o f  a r t  i n  

i s o l a t i o n  from a l l  t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  p o i n t s  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  

a n a l y z e s  i t  a s  a  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  e n t i t y  c o n s t i t u t e d  by i t s  

p a r t s  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  and s e t s  o u t  t o  jud g e  i t

% .  H. Abrams, The M i r r o r  and t h e  Lamp (New Yorks W.
W. N o r to n ,  1953)» PP« 8 - 2 1 .

LlIbid., pp. 22-23•



61

s o l e l y  "by c r i t e r i a  i n t r i n s i c  t o  i t s  own mode o f  b e i n g ,

One would l i k e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  t h e o r y  would i n t e g r a t e  

what  came b e f o r e  i t  and n o t  d e g e n e r a t e  i n t o  e x c e s s e s  i t ­

s e l f ,  b u t  such  h as  n o t  been  t h e  c a s e .  I n  v i e w in g  t h e  work 

a s  a  p u r e l y  a e s t h e t i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  many m odem  c r i t i c s  and 

s t u d e n t s  have b e e n  l e d  t o  a p u r i s t i c  c r i t i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m  

t h a t  o v e re m p h a s iz e s  " l i t e r a r y  a p p r e c i a t i o n , "  c r i t i c a l  j u d g ­

m en ts  on a  w o r k ' s  a r t i s t i c  m e r i t s  and d e m e r i t s ,  and t h a t

a s s e r t s  i n  i t s  m os t  ex trem e  form t h a t  "No b e l i e f s  a r e  r e l e -
£

v a n t  t o  a e s t h e t i c  a p p r e c i a t i o n . "

As R obe r t  M. Adams a s s e r t s ,  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  has c u l t i ­

v a t e d  " i n t e n s i t y  o r  s e n s i t i v i t y  f o r  i t s  own sa k e "  and has 

t h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  an  ab y ss  be tw een  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t i e s  them­

s e l v e s  and t h e i r  e f f e c t s  upon and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  t h e
7

r e a d e r  a s  a  p e r s o n .  Morse Peckham seems a c c u r a t e  i n  h i s  

v iew  t h a t  t o  f o c u s  e x c l u s i v e l y  on j u d g i n g  a  w o r k ' s  a r t i s t i c  

v i r t u e s  o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f  i s  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  h i n d r a n c e  im a g i -
Q

n a b l e  t o  t h e  a d e q u a te  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  work o f  a r t , "  Why 

^Abrams, p .  26,

^Abrams, " F o rw a rd ,"  L i t e r a t u r e  and B e l i e f , pp .  v i i i -  
i x .  See f o r  example ,  John  Crowe Ransom, The W o r ld ' s  Body 
(B a to n  Rouge: L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p ,  3^3 s 
I .  A. R i c h a r d s ,  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  (London: 
R o u t l e d g e  and Kegan P a u l  L t d . , 19 2 6 ) ,  p p .  11-25*

7' S t r a i n s  o f  D i s c o r d : S t u d i e s  i n  L i t e r a r y  Openness 
( I t h a c a ,  N .Y .:  C o r n e l l  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p p .  189-190 ,  
21 0 - 2 1 2 .

^Man' s Rage f o r  Chaos ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  C h i l t o n ,  19& 5)* 
p .  312.
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t h e n  does  modern c r i t i c i s m  p e r s i s t  i n  t h i s  f o c u s ?  One 

l o g i c a l  v iew  i s  t h a t  "a  p r e t e n s e  a b o u t  u n i v e r s a l  a d a p t a ­

b i l i t y "  among many c r i t i c s  has  c lo u d e d  t h e  t r u t h - - t h a t
o

l i t e r a r y  r e l e v a n c y  and i n t e n s i t y  a r e  h i g h l y  s u b j e c t i v e .

T h i s  s u b j e c t i v i t y  r e m a in s  t r u e  even  i n  r e a d i n g  a  work i n  

which t h e  a u t h o r  has  e f f e c t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  "a  common b a se  

o f  human s y m p a th ie s  and  v a l u e s " ;  t h e r e  a r e  a lw ay s  c o n f l i c t s  

b e tw een  what w r i t e r s  s a y  and what r e a d e r s  b e l i e v e  o r  have
t od i s c o v e r e d  t o  be t r u e .

These  and o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  m ust  be  i n t e g r a l  

t o  any d e f i n i t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ' s  u n i q u e  r o l e  i n  human de ­

v e lo p m en t  t h a t  s e e k s  t o  b l e n d  l i t e r a t u r e ' s  h e r e t o f o r e  

d i c h o to m iz e d  a s p e c t s  i n t o  a  p a r a d o x i c a l  complex.  We c an no t  

m e r e ly  acknow ledge ,  a s  Abrams d o e s ,  t h a t  r e a d i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  

i n v o l v e s  o u r  "whole b e i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  complex o f  common 

s e n s e  and m o r a l  b e l i e f s  and v a l u e s  d e r i v e d  from o u r  e x p e r i ­

ences  i n  t h e  w o r l d , "  Such c u r s o r y  acknowledgement  does n o t  

keep  Abrams from l a t e r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  a  l i t e r a r y  work 

s h o u ld  be r e a d  " f o r  i t s  own s a k e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e

t r u t h s  i t  may communicate  o r  t h e  m o r a l  and s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  
11i t  may e x e r t , "  I n s t e a d ,  we must  b e g i n  w i t h  W a l t e r  J .  

S l a t o f f ' s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  "Works o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e

^Adams, p .  212.
10Abrams,  "F o rw a rd ,"  p .  x ,
11 Abrams, " B e l i e f  and t h e  S u s p e n s io n  o f  D i s b e l i e f , "  

i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and B e l i e f , p .  11 ,
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i m p o r t a n t  and w o r thy  o f  s t u d y  e s s e n t i a l l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  can
12be r e a d  and can e n g e n d e r  r e s p o n s e s  m  human b e i n g s . "

Our t a s k  i s  t h u s  n o t  o n l y  t o  lo o k  a t  t h e s e  works 

t h e m s e lv e s  b u t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  them i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o u r ­

s e l v e s  a s  r e a d e r s .  F o r  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o  o c c u r ,  we 

m ust  somehow i n c o r p o r a t e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  r e s p o n s e s  and 

p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n t o  o u r  a n a l y s e s  o f  

f i c t i o n  w i t h o u t  d i s t o r t i n g  t h e  works t h e m s e l v e s .  We 

s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  w i t h  Abrams and S l a t o f f  t h a t  " u n v e r b a l ­

i z e d  a t t i t u d e s ,  p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  s e n t i m e n t s ,  and d i s p o s i ­

t i o n s "  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  g i v e  l i t e r a r y  

a n a l y s i s  i t s e l f  v i t a l i t y  and m ean ing .  J We can t h e n  b e g i n  

t o  s e e  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f i c t i o n  t h a t  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  g r e a t  engagement and in n u m e ra b le  p o s s i ­

b i l i t i e s  i t  can  e n g en d e r  a s  a  s t i m u l a t o r  and s o u r c e  o f  

i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  S l a t o f f  p r o v i d e s  an  e x c e l l e n t  sum­

mary  o f  t h e s e  t r a i t s  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  how s i g n i f i c a n t  a  p e a k  

e x p e r i e n c e  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  can be :

As one r e a d s  one has t h e  f e e l i n g  one i s  moving 
i n t o  and t h r o u g h  so m e th in g  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
movement w i t h i n  o n e s e l f — a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  v a r i e d ,  
complex ,  and r i c h  m e n t a l  and e m o t io n a l  s t a t e s  
u s u a l l y  i n v o l v i n g  e x p e c ta n c y ,  t e n s i o n s  and r e ­
l e a s e s ,  s e n s a t i o n s  o f  a n x i e t y ,  f e a r ,  and d i s ­
c o v e r y ,  s a d n e s s ,  sudden  e x c i t e m e n t s ,  s p u r t s  o f

^ 2W a l t e r  J .  S l a t o f f ,  W ith  R esp ec t  t o  R e a d e r s : 
D im ens ions  o f  L i t e r a r y  Response  ( I t h a c a ,  N . Y . : C o r n e l l  
Un iv .  P r e s s ,  1970)» P- 3*

•'•-̂ Abrams, "Belief," pp. 16-17; Slatoff, pp. 35» 68.
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hope ,  warmth, o r  a f f e c t i o n ,  f e e l i n g s  o f  d i s ­
t a n c e  and c l o s e n e s s ,  and a m u l t i t u d e  o f  m o to r  
and s e n s o r y  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  movement, rhy thm ,  
and im a g e ry  o f  t h e  work,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  a c t i v i t i e s  and r e s p o n s e s — r e c o g n i t i o n ,  com­
p a r i s o n ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  judgm en t ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  
r e f l e c t i o n - u s u a l l y  spoken  o f  a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l .
Very few e x p e r i e n c e s  engage o n e ' s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
i n  so many ways and g i v e  one su c h  a s e g s e  t h a t  
s o m e th in g  i s  g o i n g  on w i t h i n  o n e s e l f .

T h is  d e s c r i p t i o n ' s  a c c e n t  on t h e  r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s  

p o i n t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f i c t i o n  has  no r e a l  l i f e  o t h e r  

t h a n  t h a t  w h ich  o u r  minds  g iv e  i t ,  none  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  

which  o u r  t o t a l  b e i n g s  b r i n g  t o  l i f e  i n  i t .  The power 

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  a r o u s e  o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n s  so c o m p l e t e l y  i s  

what  a l l o w s  i t  t o  c o n f r o n t  u s  " f a r  more a c u t e l y "  t h a n  

o t h e r  a r t  forms w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  o f  i d e a s ,  b e l i e f s ,  a t t i -  

t u d e s ,  and m e a n in g s .  ^ As A l b e r t  Camus s a y s ,  g r e a t  l i t e r ­

a r y  works a f f o r d  man t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  " o f  ove rcom ing  h i s

phantoms and a p p ro a c h in g  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  naked  r e a l -  
1 6i t y . "  B ecause  t h e s e  i n t e n s e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  a r e  v i c a r ­

i o u s ,  t h e y  p e r m i t  u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  d i s c o v e r y  and 

c r e a t i o n  o f  s e l f  w i t h o u t  t h e  e m o t io n a l  a n x i e t i e s  t h a t

S l a t o f f ,  pp .  6 - 7 .  See a l s o  A l e k s a n d r  I .  S o l z h e n i t ­
s y n ,  The N ob le  L e c t u r e  on L i t e r a t u r e , t r a n s ,  Thomas W. 
W hitney  (New York: H a r p e r  & Row, 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  3; R i c h a r d s ,  
p p .  3 2 -3 5 .

l 5 S l a t o f f ,  p .  2k.
^ " T h e  Myth o f  S i s y p h u s , "  i n  The Myth o f  S i s y p h u s  and 

O t h e r  E s s a y s , t r a n s .  J u s t i n  O 'B r ie n  (New York: V in t a g e  
Books,  1 9 5 5 ) .  p .  8 5 .



17would accompany d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e .  

Simon 0 .  L e s s e r  p o i n t s  o u t  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  draw u s  t o  

f i c t i o n .  I n  l i f e  we must  e n d u re  many d e p r i v a t i o n s ,  d i s ­

s a t i s f a c t i o n s ,  and c u l t u r a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  sco p e  and 

d e p t h  o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  R ead ing  f i c t i o n  h e l p s  u s  t r a n ­

scen d  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  and i n  p a r t  com pensa te  f o r  them 

i m a g i n a t i v e l y .  We c a n  t h u s  i n d i r e c t l y  s a t i s f y  o u r  p o w e r f u l  

e m o t io n a l  n e ed  f o r  an  e x p e r i e n t i a l  d e p t h  and sc o p e  t h a t  

m o t i v a t e s  i d e n t i t y  g ro w th ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e l i e v e  some o f  o u r  

a n x i e t i e s  and a s s u a g e  some o f  o u r  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  and 

f  e a r s

We a r e  c a p a b le  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e s e  g ro w th - p r o m o t in g  

ends b e c a u s e ,  a s  S l a t o f f  d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  when we r e a d  f i c t i o n  

we f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  p a r a d o x i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a t  

once a  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  and a  d e ta c h e d  s p e c t a t o r  

o f  i t .  We b o t h  g i v e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  s t o r y  and b r i n g  o u r ­

s e l v e s  to  b e a r  upon i t .  B ecause  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  

v a r i a t i o n s  i n  how i n v o l v e d  o r  d e t a c h e d  we a r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  a  s p e c i f i c  work o r  p a r t s  o f  t h a t  work ,  we can  l e a r n  

so m e th in g  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s  i f  we lo o k  c l o s e l y  a t  o u r  r e ­

s p o n s e s .  F o r  exam ple ,  does a  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  m e r e ly  

a t t r a c t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  o r  do we f e e l  g e n u in e  c o n c e rn  f o r

^ S l a t o f f ,  p .  3^i W al lace  A. Bacon and R o b e r t  S.
B re e n ,  L i t e r a t u r e  a s  E x n e r i e n c e  (New York: M cGraw-Hil l ,  
1 9 5 9 ) .  p .  2b.

1 RF i c t i o n  and t h e  U n co nsc io u s  (B o s to n :  Beacon P r e s s ,  
1 9 5 7 ) .  PP* 35-39* See  a l s o  Bacon and B reen ,  p p .  1 9 - 2 0 ,
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him? Does he s u p p o r t  o r  n o u r i s h  o u r  s e n s e  o f  s e l f ,  o r  does

he t h r e a t e n  i t ?  We a r e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  i n  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n

b e c a u s e  we a r e  n o t  m e r e l y  v ie w in g  an  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  a r e

f e e l i n g  t h e  a c t  o f  o b s e r v i n g  i t .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  f u l l e s t

and d e e p e s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  l i t e r a r y  in v o lv e m e n t  may b r i n g

a b o u t  a  h e i g h t e n e d  s e n s e  o f  s e l f  t h r o u g h  t h i s  r i c h  and
19v a r i e d  c o m b in a t io n  o f  i n v o lv e m e n t  and d e ta c h m e n t .  7

What a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n  r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s  c a u se

su c h  a  b l e n d i n g ?  D. W. H a rd in g  s t r e s s e s  two e le m e n t s  i n

human p s y c h o l o g y  t h a t  l i n k  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  f i c t i o n a l

e x p e r i e n c e .  Fo rem ost  i s  t h e  " s im p le  h o r r o r  and d i s t r e s s

t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  h a p p e n in g  t o  l i v i n g  p e o p l e ,  whom he

v a l u e s  a s  f e l l o w - b e i n g s  and whose s u f f e r i n g s  he can

i m a g i n e . "  Second i s  " h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  s i m i l a r  t h i n g s
20may have happened t o  h im ."  These f a c t o r s  combine,  a s

o t h e r s  have  n o t e d ,  t o  i n v i t e  "us  t o  move o u t  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,

t o  g e t  i n t o  an  ' a c t , ' t o  be a n o t h e r  s e l f  i n  a  f i c t i v e  
21d ram a ."  Norman H o l l a n d  and o t h e r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  s u c h  an 

i n v i t a t i o n  can  l e a d  u s  t o  a  p e a k  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n  im a g in a ­

t i v e  i n v o lv e m e n t  we i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  " c e a s e  t o  p ay  a t t e n ­

t i o n  t o  what i s  o u t s i d e  t h e  work o f  a r t "  to  t h e  p o i n t  where

^ S l a t o f f ,  p p .  3 7 -^ 6 .  See a l s o  L e s s e r ,  p .  1^0.
20 " P s y c h o l o g i c a l  P r o c e s s e s  i n  t h e  Reading o f  F i c t i o n , "  

B r i t i s h  J o u r n a l  o f  A e s t h e t i c s , 2 ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  135*
21 Reuben A. Brower and R icha rd  P o i r e r ,  I n  D e fen se  o f  

Read ing  (New Yorks E. P .  D u t t o n ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  11.
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we fo c u s  w h o l l y  on i t  and " b e g i n  t o  l o s e  t r a c k  o f  t h e

b o u n d a r i e s "  be tw een  o u r s e l v e s  and what  we a r e  r e a d i n g .

As i n  o t h e r  p e a k  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h i s  in v o lv e m e n t  b l u r s  "Our

ego b o u n d a r i e s  be tw een  s e l f  and n o t - s e l f ,  i n n e r  and o u t e r "

and l e a d s  t o  an  " u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s e l f "  i n  which  "we a b so rb
22and become a b s o rb e d  i n t o  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e . "  An

i m p o r t a n t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a u t h o r

i n  w r i t i n g  h i s  work has  p l a y e d  upon t h i s  p r o c e s s  t o  shape

o u r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  f i t  h i s  v i s i o n ,  he c a n n o t  go v e rn  t h e i r

s t r e n g t h  and i n t e n s i t y ,  n o r  t h e  v a l u e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  and a t t i -
21 .t u d e s  we b r i n g  to  b e a r  on t h e  work. J These  s u b j e c t i v e  

d im e n s io n s  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  work a r e  what 

make p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n  v i a b l e  and e s s e n ­

t i a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y .

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  we need  t o  examine f u r t h e r  t h e  

r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s  as  b o t h  an  i n t e g r a t i v e  and d i s r u p t i v e  ex­

p e r i e n c e  i n  which  b o t h  f a c t o r s  work t o g e t h e r  t o  form a 

p a r a d o x i c a l  complex t h a t  p r o v i d e s  s t i m u l a t i o n  and m a t e r i a l s  

f o r  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n .  A c co rd in g  t o  L e s s e r ,  

a  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  p ro m o te s  an ego i n t e g r a t i o n ,  a  h a r ­

mony among v a r i o u s  p s y c h i c  s t a t e s ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  " t e n d e n c y

22 Norman H o l l a n d ,  The Dynamics o f  L i t e r a r y  Response 
(New Yorks Oxford U n iv .  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp .  6 6 , 78 -11 9 .  See 
a l s o  L e s s e r ,  p p .  4-9 > l 6 l ; S l a t o f f ,  p p .  5 0 -5 9 ;  J e a n - P a u l  
S a r t r e ,  L i t e r a t u r e  and E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , t r a n s .  B e rn a rd  
F rech tm an  (New York: C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  19^9)> P* 50.

^ S l a t o f f ,  pp .  6 1 - 6 3 . See a l s o  H o l l a n d ,  p .  151.
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t o  se e  a p rob lem  from e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  p o i n t  o f  v ie w ,  to  

b a l a n c e  demands,  t o  ha rm on ize  c l a im s  and c o u n t e r - c l a i m s . "  

Thus t h e  "moments o f  r e v e l a t i o n "  t h a t  r e s u l t  from t h i s  

b a l a n c i n g  l e a d  t o  a  "more c o m p le te  s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e "  t h a n  

i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d i n a r y  l i f e .  When we " a n a l o g i z e "  a  l i t ­

e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  and " o u r  own e m o t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s , "  we

d i s c o v e r  " p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  harmony which  t h e  ego
oh.

m ig h t  o v e r l o o k . "  The l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  

e m o t io n a l  " p u r i t y  and c l a r i t y "  stemming from o u r  f e e l i n g  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r ' s  o r d e r i n g  and s t r u c t u r i n g  powers "a s  th o u g h  

t h e y  were o u r  own." While  o u r  em o t io n s  a p p e a r  l e s s  i n t e n s e  

t h a n  i n  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e s  " b e c a u s e  we d o n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  a c t  

on them ,"  t h e y  a r e  a c t u a l l y  s t r o n g e r  b e c a u s e  o u r  m o to r  i n ­

a c t i v i t y  l e a d s  t o  a  g r e a t e r  engagement  o f  o u r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

and e m o t io n a l  s e l v e s .  We a r e  t h e r e b y  f r e e  t o  a c c e p t  and

t r a n s c e n d  what we f i n d  o f  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  f i c t i o n  r a t h e r
ok

t h a n  s u p p r e s s  o r  ju d g e  t h a t  knowledge .

We c a n  a c h i e v e  t h i s  end ,  how ever ,  o n l y  b e c a u s e  w r i t e r s  

m in im ize  a n x i e t i e s  which would be a  p a r t  o f  s i m i l a r  e x p e r i ­

en ces  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  They make p r o t a g o n i s t s  t a k e  o u r  

b u rd e n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  upon t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  

same t im e  d i s g u i s i n g  and c o n c e a l i n g  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  be tw een

p£j.
L e s s e r ,  p p .  80,  84,  93* See  a l s o  Bacon and B reen ,  

p p .  46 ,  51-

^Holland, pp. 101-102. See also Harding, pp. 144-
145.



69

t h e  s t o r y  and o u r  l i v e s  by o r i e n t i n g  " o u r  i n t e r e s t  n o t  t o ­

ward a c t i o n  b u t  to w ard  p e r c e p t i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g . "  We 

a s  r e a d e r s  a r e  t h u s  a b l e  t o  have a  s e n s e  o f  " m a s te r y  o r  

c o n t r o l "  o v e r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a u s e  " o u r  d e s i r e s ,  f e a r s ,  

and i n n e r  c o n f l i c t s "  have been  o b j e c t i f i e d  and e x t e r -  

n a l i z e d  i n  i t .  T h i s  i n t e g r a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  r e a d i n g  f i c ­

t i o n  f o r  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

so e s s e n t i a l  t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  e s p e ­

c i a l l y  i n  t h a t  f i c t i o n  " t r a n s l a t e s  what  was i n t e r n a l  and 

amorphous,  o r  to o  c l o s e  t o  be s e e n  c l e a r l y ,  i n t o  so m e th in g  

o u t s i d e  o u r s e l v e s  e a s y  t o  p e r c e i v e ;  a s e r i e s  o f  images d e ­

l i n e a t i n g  a s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n ,  i t s  c a u s e s ,  and i t s  c o n s e -  
27q u e n c e s . "  ' P e r h a p s  by r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  w e l l  and by 

r e s p o n d i n g  to  and a p p l y i n g  i t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  we may be b e t t e r  

a b l e  t o  employ s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  e f f e c t i v e l y  u n d e r  o t h e r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  As Peckham p o i n t s  o u t ,  i n  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  

we a r e  exposed  " t o  t h e  t e n s i o n s  and p rob lem s  o f  a  f a l s e  

w or ld"  so t h a t  we may e n d u re  e x p o s in g  o u r s e l v e s  " t o  t h e
qO

t e n s i o n s  and p ro b lem s  o f  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d . "

B ecause  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  r e a d i n g  f i c ­

t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e g re e  t o  which  one i s  i n ­

v o lv e d  o r  d e t a c h e d ,  we need  to  l o o k  more p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h e

L e s s e r ,  pp .  13^» 150.  See a l s o  Bacon and B reen ,
p.  60 .

27 L e s s e r ,  p .  151.

^Peckham, p. 31^* See also Slatoff, p. 127.



70

i n t e g r a t i v e  e f f e c t s  l i t e r a t u r e  can  p ro d u c e  o r  f a i l  t o  p r o ­

d uce .  H o l lan d  d e m o n s t r a t e s  how p r e c i s e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  f i c ­

t i o n  s tem from t h e  a u t h o r ' s  i n t e r p l a y  o f  " a n x i e t y - a r o u s i n g "  

and " d r i v e - g r a t i f y i n g "  s i t u a t i o n s .  Some w r i t e r s  a c c e n t u a t e  

t h e  l a t t e r ,  some t h e  f o r m e r .  Some m in g le  t h e  two e q u a l l y .

Some a u t h o r s  e x e r c i s e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h i s
29i n t e r p l a y ;  some e x e r c i s e  v e r y  l i t t l e .  7 W r i t e r s  o f t e n ,  

however ,  employ " s t r a t e g e m s "  which  " i n t e n s i f y  i s s u e s  and 

y e t  d e a l  w i t h  them i n  a  way which  m in im iz e s  a n x i e t y . " Fo r  

i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  sometimes c o n c e a l  " a n x i e t y - p r o d u c i n g  l a y e r s  

o f  meaning"  from c o n s c i o u s n e s s  b u t  communicate  them " t o  t h e  

u n c o n s c io u s  w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  v i v i d n e s s . "  They a l s o  " d i s ­

t a n c e "  and "b in d "  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  " t o  keep o u r  i n v o lv e m e n t
30from b e in g  to o  com ple te ." -^  A l l  o f  t h e s e  i n t e g r a t i v e  

e f f e c t s  o f  f i c t i o n  combine t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  c o n c r e t e  u n i v e r ­

s a l  e s s e n c e  o f  an e x p e r i e n c e ,  "a  f i c t i o n a l  t e l e s c o p i n g  o f  

t im e "  t h a t  a i d s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

human c o n d i t i o n ,  F i c t i o n  h e l p s  u s  com pensa te  f o r  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  o u r  l i v e s  a r e  o f t e n  t o o  c h a o t i c  and move too  s l o w l y

f o r  us  to  s e e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h  a  s a t i s -
31f y i n g  d e g re e  o f  c l a r i t y ,

S a r t r e  t h e r e f o r e  seems a c c u r a t e  i n  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  

t h e s e  i n t e g r a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f i c t i o n  l e a d  t o  an

29H o l l a n d ,  p .  307 ,  3° L e s s e r ,  pp .  1 7 3 -1 7 8 ,
0 4J L e s s e r ,  p .  169* See a l s o  S a r t r e ,  p .  160,
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a e s t h e t i c  jo y  which emerges from t h e  "meanings"  we d i s c o v e r

i n  a  work,  from t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  " th e

g i v e n  i n t o  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  and t h e  f a c t  i n t o  a  v a l u e .

I t  i s  when we t u r n  t o  examine t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  m eanings

t h a t  we f i n d  t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  f i c t i o n  m i n g l i n g

w i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a t i v e ,  t h a t  we s e e  how f i c t i o n  c an  d i s o r i e n t

us  and c r e a t e  e m o t io n a l  and c o g n i t i v e  t e n s i o n s  w i t h i n  o u r
3 3

"h ig h  w a l l s  o f  p s y c h i c  i n s u l a t i o n . nJJ Such t e n s i o n s  o c c u r

b e c a u s e  " t h e  most  p a s s i o n a t e  a f f i r m a t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e

show an a w are n es s  o f  a l l  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  can be

u r g e d  a g a i n s t  them" t o  c r e a t e  an  a t t i t u d e  "o f  p o i s e d  and
34

s u s t a i n e d  a m b i v a l e n c e . " ^

As E r n s t  K r i s  shows,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  a m b iv a le n c e  we 

c a n n o t  sp e ak  o f  t h e  meaning  o f  a  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  

R a th e r ,  we can  o n ly  s p e c i f y  o u r  " r a n g e  o f  r e s p o n s e s "  and 

o r g a n i z e  t h o s e  r e s p o n s e s  i n t o  " c l u s t e r s . "  When we do s o ,  

we d i s c o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f i v e  t y p e s  o f  a e s t h e t i c  

a m b i g u i t y - - t h e  " i n t e g r a t i v e , "  t h e  " c o n j u n c t i v e , "  t h e  " a d d i ­

t i v e , "  t h e  " p r o j e c t i v e , "  and t h e  " d i s j u n c t i v e . "  When a 

w o r k ' s  " m a n i fo ld  m eanings  evoke and s u p p o r t  one  a n o t h e r , "  

we have  " i n t e g r a t i v e "  a m b i g u i ty .  Though m u l t i p l e ,  t h e  

m ean ings  a r e  u n i f i e d  i n t o  one complex p e r s p e c t i v e .  Second 

i s  " c o n j u n c t i v e "  a m b ig u i ty ,  i n  which " th e  s e p a r a t e  m ean ings

- ^ S a r t r e ,  pp .  5 9 -6 0 .  -^Peckham, p .  313*
34J L e s s e r ,  p .  8 ? .
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a r e  j o i n t l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . "  " A d d i t iv e  

a m b ig u i ty "  i s  somewhat l e s s  u n i f i e d  i n  t h a t  t h e  s e p a r a t e  

m ea n in g s ,  th o u gh  " a l t e r n a t i v e , "  a r e  o n l y  t o  some e x t e n t  

i n c l u d e d  one  i n  t h e  o t h e r .  The most  s u b j e c t i v e  a m b i g u i ty  

i s  t h e  " p r o j e c t i v e "  k in d  i n  which  " c l u s t e r i n g  i s  m in im al  

so t h a t  r e s p o n s e s  v a r y  a l t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r . " 

F i n a l l y ,  we have " d i s j u n c t i v e "  a m b i g u i ty ,  w h ich  i s  d i s r u p ­

t i v e  b e c a u s e  " th e  s e p a r a t e  meanings  f u n c t i o n  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  

o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  a l t e r n a t e s ,  e x c l u d i n g  and i n h i b i t i n g  

e ac h  o t h e r .

S in c e  i t  i s  t h e  m u l t i p l e  m ean ings  and m u l t i p l e  l a y e r s  

o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  f i c t i o n  p roduced  b y  t h e s e  a m b i g u i t i e s  

t h a t  e n r i c h  and i n t e n s i f y  o u r  r e s p o n s e s  and make p o s s i b l e  

o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  S l a t o f f  seems j u s t i f i e d  i n  a s s e r t i n g  

t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  what  we need  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  i n  c r i t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s .  We sh o u ld  be most  engaged by  t h e  c o n f l i c t s ,  

s t r a i n s ,  t e n s i o n s ,  o r  a m b iv a le n c e s  i n  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  a t t i ­

t u d e s ,  v a l u e s ,  o r  f e e l i n g s .  Here l i e s  a  w e a l t h  o f  p o s s i ­

b i l i t y  f o r  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n .  L i t e r a t u r e  

has  been s t u d i e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  i t s  p a t t e r n s  and f o r  i t s  

u n i f y i n g  a s p e c t s ,  w h i l e  i t s  " d i s o r d e r l y ,  d i s r u p t i v e ,  and  

e x p l o s i v e "  ones have  been  o f t e n  i g n o r e d .  But we must  n o t  

n e g l e c t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  p l a y e d  b y  u n i t y ,  harmony,

^ E m s t  K r i s ,  P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  E x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  A r t  (New 
York: I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  P r e s s  , 19 5 2 ) ,  pp.  2^4 -2^5 •  
See  a l s o  I .  A. R i c h a r d s ,  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  (London: R out-  
l e d g e  & Kegan L t d . ,  1 9 2 9 ) .  p .  2^7; Adams, p .  13*
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r e s o l u t i o n ,  p a t t e r n ,  and o r d e r  i n  f i c t i o n .  They a r e  e s ­

s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  become s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  and  to  

p r o f i t  from t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  f i c t i o n  w i t h  minimal  

a n x i e t y .  What we must  a l s o  s e e  abou t  t h e  i n t e g r a t i v e  c h a r ­

a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f i c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e y  p r o d u c e  an i n t e n s i t y  

and e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  sh o u ld  s t i m u l a t e  and promote  p e r s o n a l  

g ro w th .  While  t h e  work comes t o  r e s t ,  o u r  s p i r i t s  shou ld  

n o t  come to  r e s t  b u t  r a t h e r  s h o u ld  be d e e p l y  moved to  

c a r r y  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  beyond t h e  work i t s e l f  and 

t o  o u r s e l v e s  and  t h e  w o r ld .  Viewing t h e  i n t e g r a t i v e -  

d i s r u p t i v e  complex i n  t h e s e  ways ,  we c a n  b e s t  implem ent  

f i c t i o n ' s  power to  a c t i v a t e  t h e  human p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p e r ­

s o n a l  d e p th  and scope  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and  c h a r a c t e r .

A n o th e r  c r i t i c a l  t e n d e n c y  t h a t  m u s t  be overcome b e ­

f o r e  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  c an  be an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  s tu d y  

and t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n  i s  t h a t  o f  v i e w in g  t h e  l i t e r a r y  

work a s  an o b j e c t  t o  be  a n a l y z e d ,  as  so m e th in g  a p a r t  from 

l i f e  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  as a  human e x p r e s s i o n  to  be 

r e sp o n d ed  t o  and u n d e r s t o o d .  The t h e o r y  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t ­

i c i s m  c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  view o f  S l a t o f f  and o t h e r s  t h a t  f o r  

l i t e r a t u r e  t o  have a u n iq u e  and  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  r o l e  i n  human 

l i f e  we need  t o  emphasize  t h e  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n s  be tw een  

l i f e  and l i t e r a t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between 

them. S l a t o f f  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  p a r a l l e l s :

36Slatoff, pp. 1^, 126-127.
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" L i t e r a t u r e ' s  c h i e f  r e l e v a n c e  and c o n n e c t i o n  i s  w i t h  l i f e  

and e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o t  n a r r o w l y  d e f i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  

t im e  and s p a c e ,  b u t  as  ways o f  f e e l i n g ,  a c t i n g ,  and t a l k ­

i n g  and t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  knowledge,  and a w a re -
37n e s s  t h a t  a  human b e i n g  has  a c q u i r e d , " - ^ '  The e x t e n t  t o  

which  we s t r e s s  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  as t h e y  o c c u r  

i n  f i c t i o n  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  we enhance  i t s  v a l u e  t o  

h um an i ty .  The e x t e n t  t o  which we a c c e n t  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  from l i f e  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  we damage i t s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e .

We c a n n o t ,  however ,  n e g l e c t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s t r u c ­

t u r e ,  form, and t e c h n i q u e  i f  we a r e  t o  p i c t u r e  l i t e r a t u r e  

a s  u n iq u e  and i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f e a t u r e s  

t h a t  make i t  s o .  But we sh o u ld  d e a l  w i t h  them o n l y  i n s o f a r  

a s  t h e y  make t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  so m e th in g  r i c h e r  and 

d e e p e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e ,  e v e r y d a y  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

t h e y  sh o u ld  h e lp  us  t o  s e e  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  an 

e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  l i f e  u n iq u e  and v a l u a b l e  " i n  

i t s  m y s t e r i o u s  w h o le n e s s ,  i n  t h e  number o f  e le m e n t s  em­

b r a c e d ,  and i n  t h e  v a r i e t y  and c l o s e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p . " - ^  To a c h i e v e  t h e s e  d im e n s io n s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  u s e s

- ^ S l a t o f f ,  p p .  1 6 7 -168 ,  1 8 3 . See a l s o  Bacon and 
B reen ,  p p .  7i 6 1 ; S o n ta g ,  p .  30; L e s s e r ,  p .  293; S o l z h e n i t ­
s y n ,  p .  19;  A l b e r t  Camus, The R e b e l , t r a n s .  Anthony  Bower 
(New York: V in t a g e  Books, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  2 6 9 .

OQ
Brower and P o i r e r ,  p .  9* See a l s o  H o l l a n d ,  pp,

108,  157» l 6 l 5 Abrams,  " B e l i e f , "  p .  30.



a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  c l a r i f y ,  i n t e n s i f y ,  and e x te n d  

t h e  p r i m a r y  d a t a  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e  so t h a t  o u r  d u l l e r  

p e r c e p t i o n s  may he  s h a r p e n e d  and o u r  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  ex­

t e n d e d .  The " u n i t y ,  o r d e r ,  and f u l l n e s s "  o f  l i t e r a r y  

e n c o u n t e r s  n o t  o n l y  make them e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e m s e lv e s  

h u t  " e v a l u a t i o n s "  o f  t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  h r i n g  t h e  

"m ixed ,  u n c e r t a i n ,  and c o n fu s e d "  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  o f  

r e a l  l i f e  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e .  We as  r e a d e r s  t h e r e b y  f i n d  i n  

l i t e r a t u r e  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  " t h e  c o n c r e t e  and t h e  a b s t r a c t ,

t h e  s e n s u o u s  and t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  t h e  a c t u a l  and t h e  i d e a l "
3 o

n o t  p o s s i b l e  i n  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e .  7 E n c o u n t e r i n g  su c h  a 

s y n t h e s i s  i s  i n  i t s e l f  an  i m p o r t a n t  f a c i l i t a t o r  o f  i d e n ­

t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  which  em p has ize s  t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  an 

i n t e g r a t e d  u n i t y  w i t h i n  o n e s e l f  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  w h ich  f i c ­

t i o n  p r o v i d e s .

F i c t i o n a l  u n i t y — t h e  b l e n d i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t i v e  and 

t h e  d i s r u p t i v e ,  o f  t e c h n i q u e  and c o n t e n t — i s  c e n t r a l  t o  

b o t h  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  c r a f t  and t o  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  r e s p o n s e s .  As 

C l e a n t h  Brooks n o t e s ,  " t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e rn  o f  c r i t i c i s m  i s  

w i t h  t h e  p rob lem  o f  u n i t y — t h e  k in d  o f  whole  which  t h e  l i t ­

e r a r y  work forms o r  f a i l s  t o  fo rm ,  and t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e
U-0v a r i o u s  p a r t s  t o  e ac h  o t h e r  i n  b u i l d i n g  up t h i s  w h o le . "

-^B acon  and B re en ,  p p .  8 - 1 0 ,  60 ,  120.  See a l s o  Camus, 
The R e b e l . p .  269; H o l l a n d ,  p p .  102-103;  Abrams, " B e l i e f , "  
p .  30; H a r d in g ,  p p .  13 7 -138 .

^®"My C r e d o ! , "  Kenyon Review, 13 ( W in te r  1951) i 72.
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The " c o h e re n c e "  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  e f f e c t i v e  u n i t y  g i v e s  u s  

a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on " c e r t a i n  human a c -  

t i o n s  and r e a c t i o n s ,  r e s p o n s e s  and v a l u a t i o n s . "  S e v e r a l  

w r i t e r s  emphas ize  t h e  i n t e g r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  form 

and c o n t e n t  o r  m ean ing  as  t h e  key t o  t h e  u n i t y  and c o h e r ­

ence  o f  f i c t i o n .  Jo yce  Cary  a s s e r t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  "Your 

form i s  y o u r  m ean ing ,  and y o u r  m ean ing  d i c t a t e s  t h e  form .  

But what you t r y  t o  convey i s  r e a l i t y — t h e  f a c t  p l u s  t h e  

f e e l i n g ,  a  t o t a l  complex e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  r e a l  w o r ld .  I f  

you make y o u r  scheme too  e x p l i c i t ,  t h e  f ram e  work shows and

t h e  book d i e s .  I f  you h i d e  i t  to o  t h o r o u g h l y ,  t h e  book has
h?no meaning  and t h e r e f o r e  no fo rm ,"  The f u n d a m e n ta l  p r i n ­

c i p l e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  i s  t h a t  i n  a m e a n in g f u l  l i t e r a r y  ex­

p e r i e n c e  t h e  c o n t e n t  does n o t  overwhelm t h e  form ,  w h i l e  t h e  

form does n o t  o v e r r u n  t h e  c o n t e n t .

What t h e  r e a d e r  e n c o u n t e r s  i n  g r e a t  f i c t i o n  i s  t h u s  

a  t o t a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  v i s i o n  a s  i t  emerges i n  

and t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  work as  a  u n i t y  o f  form and 

m ean ing .  Modern c r i t i c i s m ,  th o u g h ,  has  d i s c o u n t e d  t h e  

a u t h o r ' s  v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  i t s  c r i t i c a l  em phasis  on " a u t h o ­

r i a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  and i m p e r s o n a l i t y . "  I t  i s  no l o n g e r

C l e a n th  B ro ok s ,  "O rgan ic  Theory  o f  P o e t r y , "  i n  
L i t e r a t u r e  and B e l i e f , p .  71.

Ll?" I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Jo y c e  C a ry ,"  i n  W r i t e r s  a t  Work: 
P a r i s  Review I n t e r v i e w s , ed .  Malcolm Cowley (New York: 
V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  55- See a l s o  Camus, The R e b e l , 
p .  27; L e s s e r ,  p .  295; S c o t t ,  p .  13^; Adams, p .  2,
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a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  a w r i t e r  t o  t e l l  a  r e a d e r  so m e th in g ;  he must  

a lw ays  show him. The a u t h o r  s h o u ld  p r o v i d e ,  a s  P e r c y  Lub­

bock p o i n t s  o u t ,  an  o b j e c t i v e  e x p o su re  to  t h e  t h o u g h t s ,  

f e e l i n g s ,  and o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o r  n a r r a -  

t o r s .  J T ak ing  a  s i m i l a r  s t a n c e ,  E, M, F o r s t e r  a f f i r m s  

t h a t  when t h e  w r i t e r  o p e n ly  comments on h i s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  he

does harm and g u i d e s  t h e  r e a d e r  away from them and to  th e  
44w r i t e r ' s  mind.  What he f a i l s  t o  n o t e  i s  t h a t  most

r e a d e r s  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  s e e k i n g  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  mind t h r o u g h

t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  As Camus t e l l s  u s ,  " t h e  a r t i s t

commits  h i m s e l f  and becomes h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  w o rk ,"  The
45w r i t e r  and h i s  work a r e  i n  i n t e g r a t i v e  communion, S a r t r e  

adds  t h a t  r e s p o n s e s  t h e  a u t h o r  g e n e r a t e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  and a c t i o n s  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a d  u s  t o

r e f l e c t  upon t h e  a u t h o r i a l  v i s i o n  t h a t  emerges t h r o u g h  
46them,

^ The C r a f t  o f  F i c t i o n  (New York: C h a r le s  S c r i b n e r ' s  
Sons ,  19 2 1 ) ,  p .  18£,

44 /A s p e c t s  o f  t h e  Novel (New York: H a r c o u r t ,  B ra ce  &
World, 1927)» P> 8 2 .  See a l s o  J e a n - P a u l  S a r t r e ,  " F r a n c o i s
M aur iac  and F r e e d o m ," i n  L i t e r a r y  and P h i l o s o p h i c a l  E s s a y s ,
t r a n s , A n n e t t e  M ic h e l s o n  (New York: C o l l i e r ,  1955)» P ’ 9;
Mark S c h o r e r ,  "Techn ique  as  D i s c o v e r y , " i n  E ssay s  i n  Modem
L i t e r a r y  S t u d y , ed .  Ray B, W est ,  J r .  (New York: H o l t ,
R i n e h a r t  & W ins to n ,  19 52 ) ,  p ,  196,

^ " T h e  Myth o f  S i s y p h u s , "  p .  72 .  See a l s o  E r i c h  
Fromm, The A r t  o f  Loving  (New York: Bantam, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  14,

46 L i t e r a t u r e  and E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , p .  72. See a l s o  
S c o t t ,  p .  128.
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F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  Wayne C. Booth b e l i e v e s  t h a t  one 

c a n  so o v e re m p h as iz e  t e c h n i q u e  i n  g e n e r a l  and o b j e c t i v i t y  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  a b s o l u t e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  

t h a t  he c a n  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  job  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  i s  t o  

go " b e n e a th  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  t o  o b t a i n  a r e l i a b l e  

v iew  o f  a  c h a r a c t e r ' s  mind and h e a r t "  i n  o r d e r  t o  communi- 

c a t e  as  e f f e c t i v e l y  as  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  a u t h o r  and t h e  r e a d e r  i s  o f  m a jo r  

im p o r t  i n  a t h o ro u g h  e x p e r i e n c i n g  o f  any l i t e r a r y  work.  As 

Booth  n o t e s ,  " t h e  a u t h o r ' s  v o i c e  i s  n e v e r  r e a l l y  s i -  

l e n c e d . "  A u t h o r i a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  o r  i m p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  l l -  

l u s i o n a r y ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  v a r i o u s  r h e t o r i c a l  d e v i c e s  and 

t e c h n i q u e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  no m a t t e r  how much showing ( o b j e c ­

t i f y i n g )  a  w r i t e r  d o e s ,  he  i s ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  s t i l l  t e l l i n g  

( c o n v e y in g  m e a n in g ) .  A k e y  t e r n  i n  B o o t h ' s  rem arks  a b o u t  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  t h e  a u t h o r  and t h e  r e a d e r  i s  "im­

p l i e d  a u t h o r " :  t h e  v e r s i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  t h e  a u t h o r  s e e k s  t o

communicate  to  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  work t h r o u g h  a
ko

g r a d u a l l y  a c h ie v e d  o v e r a l l  view o f  t h a t  work,  7 E n c o u n te r  

c r i t i c i s m  a p p ro a c h e s  f i c t i o n  w i th  t h e  v iew  t h a t  t o  ex ­

p e r i e n c e  a  work w e l l  and t o  employ p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  and

^ T h e  R h e to r i c  o f  F i c t i o n  (C h icag o :  Univ .  o f  Chicago 
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) .  P* 3*

I b i d . ,  p ,  6 0 .  See a l s o  L o u is  D, Rubin ,  J r . ,  The 
T e l l e r  i n  t h e  T a le  ( S e a t t l e :  U n iv .  o f  W ash ing ton  P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  157.

^Booth, p. 71.
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p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  m e a n i n g f u l l y ,  we must  g i v e  

s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r - r e a d e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  to  

what t h e  i m p l i e d  a u t h o r  c o n v ey s ,  and t o  t h e  m ethods  used  

t o  s o l i d i f y  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and  t o  communicate  e x p e r i -  

e n t i a l l y  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  v i s i o n .

E n c o u n te r  c r i t i c i s m  a l s o  c o n c u r s  w i t h  B o o t h ' s  i d e a  

t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  w r i t e r  h i m s e l f  who must  d e c i d e  "What to  

d r a m a t i z e  f u l l y ,  what t o  summarize  and what t o  h e i g h t e n . "  

How o b j e c t i v e  he  d e c i d e s  t o  be sh o u ld  depend upon t h e  

w r i t e r ' s  p u r p o s e s  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  work and n o t  upon any 

c r i t i c a l  l a w s . How " i n v o lv e d  o r  d e ta c h e d "  t h e  i m p l i e d  

a u t h o r  i s  a l s o  depends  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w o rk .^ 9 As Louis  

D. Rubin,  J r .  a d d s ,  a u t h o r i a l  p r e s e n c e  i s  u n a r t i s t i c  o n ly  

when i t  h i n d e r s  t h e  f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  p a r -  

t i c u l a r  work.  One m ig h t  go beyond Rubin t o  s a y ,  i n  more 

s p e c i f i c  t e r m s ,  t h a t  a u t h o r i a l  p r e s e n c e  i s  u n a r t i s t i c  when 

a  r e a d e r  i s  u n a b l e  t o  b o t h  w a tch  w i t h  and watch  a  c h a r ­

a c t e r .  Norman Fr iedman summarizes  t h e  c r u c i a l  c o n c e rn s  

i n  t h e  f i c t i o n a l  e n c o u n t e r  t h a t  s tem from t h e s e  p o i n t s :

" t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  v a l u e s  and a t t i ­

t u d e s ,  t h e i r  embodiment i n  h i s  work,  and t h e i r  e f f e c t  upon 

t h e  r e a d e r .

^ 9Booth ,  p p .  64, 83- 

Rubin,  p .  34.

" P o i n t  o f  View i n  F i c t i o n :  The Development  o f  a 
C r i t i c a l  C o n c e p t , "  PMIA, 70 (1955)* l l 6 l .
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I n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  complex ,  as Boo th  n o t e s ,  "The a u t h o r

c r e a t e s  a n  image o f  h i m s e l f  and a n o t h e r  image o f  h i s

r e a d e r ;  he  makes h i s  r e a d e r ,  a s  he makes h i s  s e co n d  s e l f ,

and t h e  most  s u c c e s s f u l  r e a d i n g  i s  one  i n  which  t h e  c r e a t e d
S3s e l v e s ,  a u t h o r  and r e a d e r ,  c a n  f in d  c o m p le te  a g re e m e n t . " ^ - '  

W r i t e r s  c an  do s o ,  a s  Abrams p o i n t s  o u t ,  o n ly  b y  w ork ing  

from t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  human r a c e ' s  " c e n t r a l  m o ra l  c o n ­

s c i o u s n e s s "  i s  so u nd .  They c a n  t h e r e b y  d e t e r m i n e  "which  o f  

o u r  b e l i e f s  w i l l  be c a l l e d  i n t o  p l a y ,  t o  what d e g r e e ,  and 

w i t h  what  e m o t i o n a l  e f f e c t . "  As ide  f ro m  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  

d im e n s io n s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and r e s p o n s e  m en t io n ed  e a r ­

l i e r ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  to  m erg e  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  

h i m s e l f  m ost  o f t e n  o c c u r s  e i t h e r  when t h e  w o r k ' s  " su b ­

s t a n c e  i s  to o  i n a d e q u a t e l y  human to  engage  o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  

i n t e r e s t "  o r  when o u r  c o n s e n t  i s  r e q u i r e d  " to  p o s i t i o n s  so 

i l l i b e r a l ,  o r  e c c e n t r i c ,  o r  p e r v e r s e  t h a t  t h e y  i n c i t e
Kh.

c o u n t e r b e l i e f s .

B ecause  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  merge h i m s e l f  and 

h i s  r e a d e r  and b e c a u s e  a c e n t r a l  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  r e s p o n s e s  to  

l i t e r a t u r e  i s  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  we a re  e n c o u n t e r i n g  

a n o t h e r  human b e i n g ,  t h e  a u t h o r ,  who i s  t r y i n g  t o  commu­

n i c a t e  w i t h  u s ,  n a r r a t i o n ,  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  and r h e t o r i c a l  

d e v i c e s  and t e c h n i q u e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  them  m e r i t  s p e c i a l

*53-'- 'Booth, p .  138. See a l s o  S a r t r e ,  L i t e r a t u r e  and 
E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , p .  71.

-^Abrams, "Belief," pp. 17-28.
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a t t e n t i o n  i f  we a r e  t o  u s e  f i c t i o n  w e l l  t o  p rom o te  i d e n ­

t i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t . " ^  I n  f a c t ,  o u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  and a b i l i t y  

t o  su sp en d  d i s b e l i e f  and " s u b o r d i n a t e  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  o u r  

own e x p e r i e n c e  to  t h e  t a s k  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e "  

o f  th e  work  depend t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  upon o u r  a w are n es s  o f  

t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  f i c t i o n . ^  We must  be  aware  o f  how t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  n a r r a t o r s  r e l a t e  t o  s p e c i f i c  

e f f e c t s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a  g iv e n  n a r r a t o r  d r a m a t i z e d  i n  

h i s  own r i g h t  o r  a r e  h i s  b e l i e f s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s h a r e d  

by  t h e  a u t h o r ?  I n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s ,  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  

t h e s e  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  may be  a c h i e v e d  w i t h i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

n a r r a t o  r .

The s i g n i f i c a n t  c r i t i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m odem  

emphasis  on showing o v e r  t e l l i n g  has  b een  a  g r e a t e r  con­

c e r n  w i t h  p o i n t  o f  v iew .  Fr iedm an comments t h a t  " ' P o i n t  o f  

View' i s  becoming one  o f  t h e  most u s e f u l  c r i t i c a l  d i s t i n c -  

t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  f i c t i o n  t o d a y . "  Mark 

S c h o r e r  a d d s  t h a t  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  i s  n o t  m e r e ly  a  r h e t o r i c a l  

d e v ic e  f o r  d r a m a t i c  e l e v a t i o n  by n a r r o w in g  o r  b r o a d e n i n g  

t h e  r e a d e r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  b u t  a l s o  " a  means tow ard  p o s i t i v e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e m e ."  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n s
CJO

t h e m a t i c  i m p l i c a t i o n s ;  i t  a l s o  " d i s c o v e r s "  them. Cary

- ^ S l a t o f f ,  p p .  93-99* See a l s o  Bacon and B reen ,  
pp .  81-113*

"^B acon  and B re e n ,  p .  l 6 ^ .  - ^ F r i e d m a n ,  p .  I l 6 l .

"^Schorer, p. 19^*
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ack n ow led g es ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  " t h e  o n l y  t r u t h  t h a t  a
59w r i t e r  can  g i v e  i s  a  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ."

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  w r i t e r s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  p o i n t  o f  v iew 

i n  f i c t i o n ,  Henry  James was c o n ce rn e d  m a i n l y  w i th  f i n d i n g  

t h e  p r o p e r  " v e s s e l  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  t h r o u g h  which t o  p r e ­

s e n t  a s  deep a  v iew  o f  l i f e  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

s i t u a t i o n . ^ 0 He added t h a t  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t s  

o f  v iew  i n  a  work a r e  t h o s e  which  t r a n s m i t  a  d i r e c t  im- 

p r e s s i o n  o f  l i f e .  The work s h o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o c u s  on 

a c h a r a c t e r  whose c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  " f i n e  i n t e n ­

s i f i c a t i o n  and wide e n la r g e m e n t"  and who i s  b o th  a  d r a m a t i c  

p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r k ' s  c o n f l i c t s  and an o b j e c t i v e  o b s e r v e r  o f  

them. B u i l d i n g  on Jam es '  t h e o r y ,  Lubbock emphasized  

p o i n t  o f  v iew  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  t e c h n i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

m odem  c r i t i c i s m .  We s h o u ld  be  c o n ce rn e d  m a in ly  w i t h  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  o u r  e x p o su re  t o  t h e  t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  and 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a r r a t o r s . ^  R ich a rd  M. Eas tman n o t e s  

t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e r n  i s  pa ram oun t  when we r e a l i z e  t h a t  p o i n t

“59- " J o y c e  C ary ,  A r t  and R e a l i t y : Ways o f  t h e  C r e a t i v e  
P r o c e s s  (New York: H a rp e r  & B r o t h e r s ,  195^T» pp .  116-117 .

^ The P r i n c e s s  Casamassima (New York: C h a r l e s  S c r i b ­
n e r ' s  S o n s , 1 9 0 8 ) ,  p .  i x .

^ " T h e  G r e a t  Form,"  i n  Henry J a m e s ' The F u t u r e  o f  t h e  
N o v e l , ed .  Leon E d e l  (New York: Random House,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  2 9 .

^ 2James ,  P r i n c e s s , p .  x i i .

^Lubbock, p. 186.
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o f  v iew  i s  a  m a jo r  method t h r o u g h  which  t h e  a u t h o r  can
Ah.

c o n t r o l  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  judgment  o f  t h e  a c t i o n .

S e v e r a l  l i t e r a r y  t e c h n i q u e s  i n t e g r a l  t o  n a r r a t i o n  and 

p o i n t  o f  v iew  a l s o  m e r i t  a t t e n t i o n .  As Booth  n o t e s ,  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  " p a t t e r n s  o f  im a g e ry  and symbol" i s  im­

p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  a l l o w s  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  r e v e a l  ju d g m e n ts ,  

e s t a b l i s h  t o n e s ,  and mold r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e s .  These  p a t t e r n s  

a r e  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  what  t h e y  s u g g e s t  a b o u t  t h e  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  n a r r a t o r  o r  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  whom t h e y  a r e  a s s o c i ­

a t e d . ^  Because  an  a u t h o r  can  make n a r r a t o r s  u n r e l i a b l e  

o r  s e m i - r e l i a b l e ,  s u c h  as  t h e  b a r b e r  i n  L a r d n e r ' s  " H a i r c u t "  

and J a s o n  i n  F a u l k n e r ' s  The Sound and t h e  F u r y , Rober t  

S c h o le s  and Rober t  K e l lo g g  s t r e s s  n a r r a t i v e  i r o n y  as  a 

t e c h n i q u e  germane t o  p o i n t  o f  view c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  A 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  n a r r a t i v e  has  f o u r  p o i n t s  o f  views t h e  n a r ­

r a t o r ' s ,  t h e  r e a d e r ' s ,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s ,  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ' .

N a r r a t i v e  i r o n y  r e s u l t s  from a  " d i s p a r i t y  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g "
66among t h o s e  f o u r  v i e w p o i n t s .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  demands 

r e a d e r  in v o lv e m e n t  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  i l l u s i o n  o f  

r e a l i t y  b u t  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s  o f  t h a t  i l ­

l u s i o n .  T ec h n iq u e  i s  t h u s  d i r e c t l y  t i e d  t o  m ean ing  i n  t h e

^ R i c h a r d  M. Eas tm an,  A Guide t o  t h e  Novel  (San  F r a n ­
c i s c o s  C h a n d le r ,  1965)» P* 3^ .

65B o o th ,  p .  272.

^ The N a tu re  o f  t h e  N a r r a t i v e  (New Yorks Oxford  U niv .  
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  2^0 .
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f i c t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  Such i r o n y  can a l s o  be u se d  t o  

c r e a t e  c o n s c i o u s  a u t h o r i a l  a m b i g u i t i e s  ( m u l t i p l e  m eanings  

and m u l t i p l e  a t t i t u d e s  toward  c h a r a c t e r s )  and p a r a d o x e s .

Two o t h e r  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  p o i n t  o f  v iew a r e  

i n t e r i o r  monologue and f o c a l  s h i f t s ,  As R o b e r t  Humphrey 

a s s e r t s ,  i n t e r i o r  monologue s e e k s  t o  c a p t u r e  b o t h  t h e  v e r ­

b a l  and n o n - v e r b a l  f l o w  o f  a  n a r r a t o r ' s  m ind.  What t h e  

t e c h n i q u e  a c h i e v e s ,  he  a dd s ,  i s  u s u a l l y  known as  s t r e a m  o f  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  f r e e  a s s o c i a t i o n —b a se d  on 

memory, g u id e d  by t h e  s e n s e s ,  and  g iv en  " e l a s t i c i t y "  by

th e  i m a g i n a t i o n  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t o r - - i s  c e n t r a l  t o
6 7i n t e r i o r  monologue,  ' We a r e  t h u s  a b le  t o  s e e  "no t  o n ly

what  someone t h i n k s  b u t  th e  way i n  which he t h i n k s "  t h r o u g h

t h i s  " l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  made to  a p p e a r  l i k e  unmedi-  
68a t e d  t h o u g h t , "  The w r i t e r ' s  c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  th o u g h t  f l o w  

p e r m i t s  him t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  p o i n t  o f  v iew i n d i r e c t l y ,  t o  

b l e n d  h i m s e l f  w i th  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  A f i n a l  r h e ­

t o r i c a l  d e v i c e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

p o i n t  o f  v iew  i s  t h e  o m n i s c i e n t  a u t h o r ' s  u s e  o f  f o c a l  

s h i f t s  b o t h  t o  s u g g e s t  meanings  and t o  g i v e  h i s  work an 

a r t i s t i c  symmetry i t  m ig h t  o t h e r w i s e  l a c k .  Such s h i f t i n g  

a l l o w s  t h e  o m n i s c i e n t  a u t h o r  t o  j u x t a p o s e  key s c e n e s  and

6 7' S t ream  o f  C o n sc io u sn e s s  i n  th e  Modern Novel  (Los 
A n g e le s :  U n iv .  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p , ^3•

^ R u b i n ,  p ,  1 6 6 ,
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convey  h i s  m ean ings  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  t h r o u g h  i m p l i c a t i o n  and 

t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  th r o u g h  d i r e c t  

commentary.

Our c o n c e rn  w i t h  p o i n t - o f - v i e w  t e c h n i q u e s  s h o u ld  en­

a b l e  u s  t o  s e e  how t h e  w r i t e r  m erges  h i m s e l f  and h i s  work 

t o  p r o v i d e  an e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r  b o th  w i t h  h i m s e l f  as 

a  p e r s o n  and w i t h  l i f e .  The w r i t e r ' s  u l t i m a t e  g o a l ,  as  

S a r t r e  s e e s  i t ,  i s  " to  y i e l d  h i m s e l f  w i t h o u t  seem ing  t o  do

s o . "  The w r i t e r  " n e i t h e r  f o r e s e e s  n o r  c o n j e c t u r e s ;  he 
6 qp r o j e c t s . "  7 W a l t e r  J .  Ong p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  a r e  what  make r e a d i n g  

f i c t i o n  an  I -Thou  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t  and communion 

b e tw een  r e a d e r  and a u t h o r .  The v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  " th e  s p e a k e r  

w e a rs  a mask" i s  what  g e n e r a t e s  and makes " i n s i s t e n t "  

r e a d e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and r e s p o n s e .  The r e a d e r  must  engage 

i n  r o l e - p l a y i n g ;  he must  t a k e  " th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h i n  

who i s  n o t  h i m s e l f . "  A l i t e r a r y  e n c o u n t e r ,  i n  f a c t ,  i s  a 

s t i m u l u s  and s o u r c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  g ro w th  b e c a u s e  i t  demon­

s t r a t e s  " t h e  d i s t a n c e  and re m o te n e s s  w hich ,  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,
70i s  p a r t  o f  e v e r y  human a t t e m p t  t o  com m unica te ."  P e r h a p s  

by  l e a r n i n g  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f i c t i o n  w e l l ,  we may be b e t t e r  

a b l e  t o  communicate  and l e a r n  from o u r  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e s  

and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

^ L i t e r a t u r e  and E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , pp.  32 ,  4 l .

^ " V o i c e  a s  a  Summons f o r  B e l i e f , "  i n  L i t e r a t u r e  and 
B e l i e f , p p .  8 4 -8 9 .
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A n o th e r  p a r a l l e l  be tw een  l i v i n g  and e x p e r i e n c i n g  l i t ­

e r a t u r e  t h a t  emerges from t h e  i n t e r a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  a u t h o r ,  

t h e  work, and t h e  r e a d e r  i s  t h a t  i t  g i v e s  u s  a  s e n se  o f

" A c t u a l i t y ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  an e v e n t  w i t h  i t s
71e m o t io n a l  q u a l i t y  and enjoym ent  o r  s u f f e r i n g , " '  While

t h e  r e a d e r  f o l l o w s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  b r i n g i n g

t o  i m a g i n a t i v e  l i f e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r

work ,  t h a t  r e a l i t y  i s  " r e f r a c t e d "  t h r o u g h  t h 6  r e a d e r ' s

p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s t u d e n t s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  may

acknowledge  w i th  B rooks  t h a t  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e
72a r e  p r i m a r i l y  s e l f - r e v e l a t i o n s .  As S l a t o f f  adds ,  we need

t o  b r i n g  t o  b e a r  on o u r  l i t e r a r y  e n c o u n t e r s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

t h e  " r e a d i n g  s e l f "  and t h e  " p e r s o n a l  s e l f "  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e -
73l a t e d ,  t h a t  one i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r , lJ I n  d o in g

s o ,  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  becomes c e n t r a l  t o  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y .

P e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s

t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  wha t  H a rd in g  d e c l a r e s  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t

t o  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y — t h e  r e a d e r ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f

what  th e  a u t h o r  p r e s e n t s ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f  and t h e

a u t h o r ' s  v a l u e s  and a t t i t u d e s  as  conveyed th r o u g h  t h e
74e v e n t s ,  c h a r a c t e r s ,  and a c t i o n s .

71' B a c o n  and B re e n ,  p .  7- 

^ " O r g a n i c  T h eo ry  o f  P o e t r y , "  p .  7 6 .

"^Slatoff, p. 55* ^Harding, p. 139-



87

I f  we a r e  t o  a p p ro a c h  f i c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  ways, i f  we 

a r e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a  mode o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  

i n t e n s i t y  o f  w h ich  o f t e n  t h r e a t e n s  and  c h a l l e n g e s  o u r  c u s ­

to m a ry  manner o f  s e e i n g ,  t h i n k i n g ,  and f e e l i n g  w i t h  m in im al  

a n x i e t y — i f  we a r e  t o  do t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  we must  i n t e g r a t e  

what we have d e s c r i b e d  a b o u t  f i c t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a b o u t  t h e  

w r i t e r  and h i s  t e c h n i q u e s ,  w i t h  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  ways i n  which  a  r e a d e r  i s  d e ta c h e d  

and i n v o lv e d  i n  a  l i t e r a r y  work .  T h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  b e c a u s e  f o r  a n  a u t h e n t i c  l i t e r a r y  e n c o u n t e r  to  

p r o v i d e  "an im p e tu s  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  and s e l f - r e a l i z a ­

t i o n , "  i t  m ust  f i r s t  come t o  u s  as " a n  a e s t h e t i c  moment o f
7^r e v e l a t i o n  o r  d i s c l o s u r e . "  ^ Thus we need  t o  r e i t e r a t e  

h e r e  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  a  s p e c t a t o r  l o o k i n g  a t  e v e n t s  f i n d s  

h i s  v a l u e s  and a t t i t u d e s  m o d i f i e d  and e x te n d e d ,  a s  w e l l  as 

r e f l e c t e d  by them .  H a r d in g ,  i n  f a c t ,  shows how " t h e  de ­

t a c h e d  and d i s t a n t  e v a l u a t i o n "  t h a t  we make o f  f i c t i o n a l  

e v e n t s  "may be  more f o r m a t i v e  t h a n  e v e n t s  i n  which we t a k e  

p a r t "  beca u se  i t  o f t e n  a v o id s  " t h e  b l u r r i n g s  and b u f f e r i n g s  

t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t  a c t i o n  b r i n g s . "  The r e a d e r  i s  t h u s  a b l e

t o  s e e  e v e n t s  i n  "a  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t "  t h a n  he can  i n  d i r e c t  
76e x p e r i e n c e .

7 <̂C la rk  M o u s t a k a s , P e r s o n a l  Growth (Cambridge,  M ass . :  
Howard A. D o y le ,  1 9 6 9 )» P* 19*

^ H a r d i n g ,  pp.  1 3 5 -136 .
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But t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h e  r e a d e r  must  

a l s o  he somewhat i n v o lv e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and i n  t h e  

e v e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  Such in v o lv e m e n t  c an  he m ost  s u c c e s s f u l  

i f  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  he i s  w i l l i n g l y  p a r t i c i p a t ­

i n g  " i n  a  c o n v e n t io n  o f  com m unica t ion ,  i n  an a c c e p t e d  

t e c h n i q u e  f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  c h ances  o f  l i f e , "  He w i l l  

t h e n  he c a p a b l e  o f  engagement  i n  even  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  modes 

o f  f i c t i o n  ( s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n ,  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  g h o s t  s t o r i e s ,

and s u p e r n a t u r a l  n a r r a t i v e s ) ,  a s  v e h i c l e s  f o r  d i s c o v e r i n g
77e x p e r i e n t i a l  r e a l i t i e s . '  At t h e  same t im e  he i s  im a g in ­

i n g  and becoming i n v o lv e d  w i t h  a  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  f u l l  p e r ­

so n ,  t h e  r e a d e r  must  acknowledge  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  be tw een  h i s  

" v e r b a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s "  a b o u t  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r  and " the  p s y ­

c h o l o g i c a l  e n t i t y  o r  l i v i n g  b e i n g ,  " '7̂  He must  a l s o  q u a l i f y  

h i s  f i c t i o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t s  by  r e c o g n i z i n g  " t h a t  t h e  s u b ­

t l e s t  and most  i n t e n s e  em p a th ic  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e

o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  i s  so m e th in g  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from h a v in g
79t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f . " ' 7

With t h e s e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  mind we can  b e t t e r  

e s t a b l i s h  how we sh o u ld  become i n v o l v e d  i n  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n ,  

I n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  c o n t e x t  o f  in v o lv e m e n t  we s h o u ld  n o t  s e e k  

to  become m e r e ly  a p a s s i v e  s h a r e r  o f  a u t h o r i a l  p o i n t  o f  

v iew ,  Reading  f i c t i o n  s h o u ld  be "an a c t i v e  r e v e l a t i o n , "

"^Harding, p. 139- "^Slatoff, p. 15*
"^Harding, p. 1>5»
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n o t  a  " p a s s i v e  t o l e r a t i o n . " We sh o u ld  n o t  m e r e ly  i n t e g r a t e  

t h e  c o n f l i c t s  we e x p e r i e n c e  t o  a  l e v e l  o f  a c c e p t a n c e .  I n ­

s t e a d ,  we sh o u ld  e x p e c t  them t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h o u g h t  and f e e l ­

i n g  and a t  t im e s  t o  be so s p i r i t u a l l y  d i s r u p t i v e  a s  t o  s p u r
O a

v a l u e  d e v e lo p m e n t .  H a rd in g  shows t h a t  t h e  te rm s  " i d e n t i ­

f i c a t i o n  and v i c a r i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e "  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  s p e ­

c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r s  and e v e n t s  a r e  "vague and l o o s e . "  I t  i s  

b e t t e r  t o  u se  more s p e c i f i c  te rm s  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  

v a r i a t i o n s  one f i n d s  i n  r e a d e r  in v o lv e m e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  

ways i n  which we e x p e r i e n c e  f i c t i o n a l  e v e n t s  and c h a r a c t e r s  

r e f l e c t  t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  ways i n  which we l i v e  and r e l a t e  

t o  o t h e r s .  We m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  s p e c i f y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  o u r  

i n v o lv e m e n t  w i t h  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s  " r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  resem ­

b l a n c e s , "  " a d m i r a t i o n , "  "a  model f o r  i m i t a t i o n , "  o r  "ab-
C M

s o rb e d  e m p a th y . "

F i c t i o n a l  i n v o lv e m e n t  seems t o  c a l l  f o r  us  t o  lo o k  

i n t o  o u r s e l v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t o  a w o r k ' s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  " f o r  

i t  i s  we who r e c r e a t e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and g i v e  them a s e n s e  

o f  r e a l i t y . "  Our "w ishes  and d e f e n s e s "  a r e  i m p l i c i t  i n  

t h i s  r e c r e a t i o n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

becomes "a c o m p l i c a t e d  m i x t u r e  o f  p r o j e c t i o n  and i n t r o j e c -
82t i o n . " T h is  f a c t  sh o u ld  c a u t i o n  us  a g a i n s t  m o d i f y in g  t h e

O a

S l a t o f f ,  p ,  168; Bacon and B reen ,  p .  70; Kenneth  
Burke ,  The P h i l o s o p h y  o f  L i t e r a r y  Form (B a ton  Rouge: 
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n iv .  P r e s s , 1 9 ^ 1 ) .  p» 321.

81Harding, pp. 140-14-2, 82Holland, pp. 277-280.
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c h a r a c t e r s  and e v e n t s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  work to  s u i t  o u r  

" p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s . "  T h i s  c a u t i o n  can  b e s t  be o b s e r v e d  i f  

we a v o id  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  sym pathy ,  o r  p i t y  f o r  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  emotions b l u r  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and t h u s  im p a i r  o u r  judgm ents  o f  them. I n ­

s t e a d ,  i f  we can  a c h i e v e  "an e m p a t h e t i c  in v o lv e m e n t "  w i t h  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  we w i l l  be a b l e  b o t h  t o  f e e l  f rom t h e i r  

p o i n t s  o f  v iew  and t o  u n d e r s t a n d  them w i t h o u t  becoming them 

i n  any r e a l  s e n s e ,  U s in g  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  o u r  f e l t  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  " d i s r u p t i v e "  em o t ion s  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  sh o u ld  

" e x c i t e "  i n  u s  " i n t e g r a t i v e  r e s p o n s e s , The r e a d i n g  p r o ­

c e s s  t h u s  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  b lend  o f  s e l f - i n v o l v e m e n t  and d i s ­

t a n c e  from s e l f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  so 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm ent  i n  c o n te m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y ,

Thus f a r  t h i s  s t u d y  has d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  numerous ways 

t h a t  f i c t i o n ,  v iewed a s  bo th  an  i n t e g r a t i v e  and d i s r u p t i v e  

i m a g i n a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i n t e r p e n e t r a t e s  l i f e ,  can  s t i m ­

u l a t e  and p r o v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f ­

c r e a t i o n .  Above and beyond t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  o t h e r  

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e a s o n s  why f i c t i o n a l  a n a l y s e s  sh o u ld  i n c l u d e  

p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

L i o n e l  T r i l l i n g  shows, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  how modem  l i t e r a t u r e  

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  Such

^-^Bacon and B re en ,  pp. 2k, 31 > kj; S l a t o f f ,  p .  52; 
H a r d in g ,  p ,  1^5;  R i c h a r d s ,  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , p p .  257, 
2 7 0 ,
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l i t e r a t u r e  has "a  s h o c k i n g l y  p e r s o n a l "  n a t u r e ,  a  " s p e c i a l  

i n t e n s i t y  o f  c o n c e rn  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e " ;  i t  a sk s  us  

more q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s  t h a n  i t  does  a b o u t  o u r  c u l -
OJl

t u r e .  A b r o a d e r  c o n c e rn ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  b e ­

tween  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a b o u t  l i t e r a r y  e f f e c t s  and t h e  

a c t u a l  e f f e c t s .  As F a u s t  shows, i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  hoped 

among w r i t e r s  and t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  t h a t  r e a d i n g  and 

s t u d y i n g  g r e a t  l i t e r a r y  works " w i l l  i n d u c e  a wide range  

o f  p r o f i t a b l e  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  m a j o r  p rob lem s  o f  man and 

h i s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e . B u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

m odem  l i f e  and e d u c a t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  chap ­

t e r  s u g g e s t  t h a t  more t h a n  t o  hope must  b e  done f o r  t h i s  

r e f l e c t i o n  to  o c c u r ;  we m ust  a c t  t o  p rom ote  i t s  f r e q u e n t  

o c c u r r e n c e .  T h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  a b s t r a c t s  "a number o f  s h a r p  

and d e e p l y  f e l t  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  meaning  o f  t h e  human 

s t o r y  t h a t  c o n t r o l  o u r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  w or ld  t h a t

l i e s  b e f o r e  him" does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  he a u t o -
86m a t i c a l l y  makes u s e  o f  them.

E n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s e e k s  to  p r o v i d e  an 

a p p ro a c h  t o  f i c t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  s t u d e n t s  o f  l i t ­

e r a t u r e  t o  u s e  t h e  i n s i g h t s  i t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s

gk
L i o n e l  T r i l l i n g ,  Beyond C u l t u r e ; E ssa y s  on L i t e r a ­

t u r e  and L e a r n in g  (New Yorks V i k i n g  P r e s s ,  19^577 p .  8 .
o cl

^ F a u s t ,  p .  103. See  a l s o  S a r t r e ,  L i t e r a t u r e  and 
E x i s t e n t i a l i s m , p .  159*

86Scott, pp. 120-123-
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i d e n t i t y  d ev e lo pm en t  and t o  p r o v i d e  a l s o  a  m e th o d o lo g y  f o r  

d o in g  s o .  B ecause  f i c t i o n  m ost  o f t e n  p r o v i d e s  " d i a g n o s e s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  r e m e d ie s "  r e g a r d i n g  knowledge o f  t h e  human con-
Q r p

d i t i o n ,  ' i t  i s  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .  These 

d i a g n o s e s  s h o u ld  p rom pt  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  r e l a t e  them t o  h i m s e l f  

and t o  h i s  w o r l d .  Both  i n  d o in g  t h i s  and i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  

t h e  work i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e a d e r  m us t  do what s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ­

i s t s  s e e  a s  h i g h l y  v a l u a b l e  t o  l e a r n i n g :  u s e  c o g n i t i v e  

s k i l l s  t o  a c h i e v e  e m o t io n a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  g ro w th  by

t r a n s l a t i n g  " h i s  b e h a v i o r  i n t o  a  s e t  o f  v e r b a l  t e r m s  de-
88s c r i b i n g  t h e  v a l u e  i n v o l v e d . "  B oth  i n  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s

and i n  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  "meanings"

one d i s c o v e r s  come th r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  as  one t r a n s f o r m s

t h e  complex m e n t a l  and e m o t io n a l  s t a t e s  g e n e r a t e d  by  t h e

r e a d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o  s o c i a l ,  m o r a l ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  
89t e r m s .  7 T h i s  p r o c e s s  e x e m p l i f i e s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  as 

i t  works i n  p r o m o t in g  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  and 

i n  making  one g r o w t h - m o t i v a t e d .

These c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  n e c e s s i t a t e  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  

o f  s p e c i f i c  m ethods  p o s s i b l e  f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  p e r s o n a l  r e ­

s p o n s e s  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i t h  c r i t i c a l  

a n a l y s e s ,  We do n o t  b e g in  by c o n s c i o u s l y  r e a d i n g  w i t h  t h e

^ B r o o k s ,  " O rg a n ic  Theory  o f  P o e t r y , "  p .  75*
O O

K ra th w o h l ,  Bloom, and M a s ia ,  p .  51*

^Holland, p, 12. See also Sontag, pp. 31-3^*



mind tu r n e d  in w a rd ,  a s k i n g  "Where a r e  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  

m y s e l f ? "  Of c o u r s e ,  we do so u n c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  subcon­

s c i o u s l y  i n  a l l  o u r  r e a d i n g .  But c o n s c i o u s l y  t h i s  a s p e c t  

o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  comes o n ly  a f t e r  c l o s e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

work i t s e l f .  W ithout  t h i s  c l o s e  s t u d y ,  we may d i s t o r t  o r

m is u s e  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  b e ca u se  t h e  p e r s o n a l
90r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  " e x t r i n s i c  o r  d e r i v a t i v e .

L e s s e r  shows how b o th  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i t s e l f  and p e r s o n a l

r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  s e c o n d a r y  f a c e t s  o f  l i t e r a r y

e x p e r i e n c e .  The p r i m a r y  p r o c e s s  i s  " i n  f o l l o w i n g  th e

s t o r y  as  i t  d e v e lo p s  and  i n  g r a s p i n g  i t s  m a n i f e s t  m e a n in g ."

Where e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  d i f f e r s  from L e s s e r ' s  view i s

i n  i t s  b e l i e f  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h i l e

done " i n c i d e n t a l l y "  i n  r e a d i n g ,  can  and sh o u ld  be  p r a c t i c e d
91" s y s t e m a t i c a l l y "  i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  l i t e r a t u r e .

I n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  a  work a  c r i t i c  t e s t s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r ' s  r e v e l a t i o n s  "by a k in d  o f  s y m p a th e t i c  and 

c r i t i c a l  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  and r e a c t i o n s "  found i n  

i t .  But when he s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e s  p e r s o n a l  r e ­

sp o n s e s  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h i s  

a n a l y s i s ,  he i s  do ing  what  Bacon and Breen  s a y  sh o u ld  be 

done i n  l i t e r a r y  in v o lv e m e n t :  he i s  g o in g  beyond mere " a t ­

t r a c t i o n  and r e p u l s i o n "  r e s p o n s e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  on " t h e  r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  t h e  t e x t  and l i f e , "  and e n t e r t a i n i n g

90  /- 917 Bacon and B reen ,  p .  56.  7 L e s s e r ,  p .  195*
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" i m p l i c a t i v e  s p e c u l a t i o n s  t h a t  b ra n c h  o u t  from t h e  t e x t , "  

The r e a d e r  can  engage  i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  can examine 

t h e  a u t h o r ' s  i d e a s  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  b e h a v i o r  and l i n k  

them to  h i m s e l f  and h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  he i s  r e s p o n d ­

i n g  t o  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  n o t  t h r o u g h  a c t s  b u t  t h r o u g h  

a t t i t u d e s , ^

C e n t r a l  t o  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ' s  m e th od o log y  i s  a 

p e r s o n a l  and  s u b j e c t i v e  v e r s i o n  o f  what  L e s s e r  and H o l lan d  

t e r m  " a n a l o g i z i n g " - - m a k i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a l l u s i o n s ,  p a r a l ­

l e l s ,  e c h o e s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and j u x t a p o s i t i o n s  be tw een  t h e  

w o r k ' s  i d e a s  and c h a r a c t e r s  and t h e  r e a d e r ,  T h i s  t e c h n i q u e  

h e l p s  "shed l i g h t  on o u r  e x t e r n a l  p rob lem s  o r  g i v e  form t o  

o u r  i n t e r n a l  o n e s , "  a s  we d i s c o v e r  i n  a  work " i d e a s ,  mem­

o r i e s ,  and f a n t a s i e s  which a r e  an a lo g o u s  t o  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e m , " ^  A n a l o g i z i n g  i s  a p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y  v i a b l e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  a n a l y s i s  and 

p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r a c t i ­

t i o n e r ' s  a n a l o g i e s  a r e  " c l o s e l y  bound by  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r
oh,

e v e n t s  w h ich  i n s t i g a t e "  them,

H aro ld  B, Dunkel  has f o r m u l a t e d  a  f i c t i o n  i n v e n t o r y ,  

one  a r e a  o f  which  i s  " s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t , "  The p o i n t s  f o r  

r e s p o n s e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r

92'  Bacon and B re en ,  pp .  9 - 1 0 .

^ L e s s e r ,  pp .  2^1-243;  H o l l a n d ,  p .  3 3 1 ’

• ^ L e s s e r ,  p .  204.
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s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  t h r o u g h  l i t e r a r y  en­

c o u n t e r s  i f  a n a l o g i z i n g  i s  u se d  w e l l :

(1)  F e e l i n g  t h a t  I  am d e v e l o p i n g  my p e r s o n a l i t y .
(2)  F e e l i n g  t h a t  my r e a c t i o n s  have become r i c h e r

and more s e n s i t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n  I  
have r e a d .

(3)  G a in in g  e x p e r i e n c e  which  adds  d e p t h  t o  my 
p e r s o n a l i t y .

(^ )  Having my a t t e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t o  t h i n g s  I  have  
n e v e r  t h o u g h t  much a b o u t  b e f o r e .

(5)  Knowing t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  my r e a d i n g  many t h i n g s
i n  l i f e  w i l l  become more m e a n in g f u l  and i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  t o  me,

(6)  F i n d i n g  a p t  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i d e a s  which  I  have 
f e l t  b u t  have n e v e r  b e en  a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  so 
w e l l  m y s e l f .

(7)  G e t t i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  k in d  o f  p e r s o n  
I  want  t o  b e .

(8)  G e t t i n g  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  o f  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i ­
ence by r e a d i n g  which  b r o a d e n s  my h o r i z o n s ,

(9)  Becoming a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  p e o p le  and p l a c e s  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  w i t h  which  I  am f a m i l i a r .

(10) Be ing  s t i m u l a t e d  e m o t i o n a l l y .
(11) B e ing  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  t h i n k  more d e e p l y .
(12) B e ing  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n .
(13) B e ing  e n co u rag ed  t o  s t a n d  by  my i d e a l s ,
(14) G e t t i n g  c o u ra g e  and i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  l i v e  w e l l .  ^

Stemming from t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and a l s o  r e l e v a n t  t o  

a n a l o g i z i n g  a r e  some p e r s o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  r e a d e r  employ­

i n g  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  m ig h t  a s k  h i m s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  work: ( l )  Do I  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  a u ­

t h o r ' s  i d e a s  o r  v iew  o f  a  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t  o r  c h a r a c t e r ,  and 

why? (2)  Did t h e  a u t h o r  show me so m e th in g  a b o u t  m y s e l f  o r  

a b o u t  l i f e  o f  which  I  was p r e v i o u s l y  unaware?  (3)  I f  so ,

95^ H a r o l d  B, D unke l ,  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Human­
i t i e s  (W ash in g ton ,  D .C . :  A m erican  C o u n c i l  on E d u c a t i o n ,  
1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  P- 301.
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how m ig h t  I  u t i l i z e  t h a t  i n s i g h t ?  (^ )  Did t h e  a u t h o r ' s  

i d e a s  o r  my e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r  o r  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  a l t e r  my t h i n k i n g  o r  f e e l i n g  i n  any  way? (5)  Did  

my e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  work r e i n f o r c e ,  a f f e c t  somewhat,  o r  

change s i g n i f i c a n t l y  what I  have l e a r n e d  from p e r s o n a l  ex ­

p e r i e n c e s  o r  my p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e s ?  (6)  I f  

s o ,  how?

To i n t e g r a t e  t h e i r  an sw e rs  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  i n t o  

t h e i r  a n a l y s e s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  c an  employ t h e  mode 

which a d a p t s  h e s t  t o  t h e i r  n e e d s  and i n t e r e s t s .  While  t h e  

most  e x t e n s i v e  mode would be  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h o r o u g h  

c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  work w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r ­

s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  su c h  scope  i s  n o t  a lw ays  

p o s s i b l e  and m ig h t  p l a c e  a  f r u s t r a t i n g  bu rden  upon t h e  

w r i t e r .  I f  one i s  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  he h as  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  

work w e l l ,  he m ig h t  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  much o f  t h e  t e x t u a l  e x ­

p l i c a t i o n  and f o c u s  on t h o s e  a s p e c t s  m ost  r e l e v a n t  t o  him­

s e l f .  He c o u ld  b r i e f l y  summarize  t h o s e  r e l e v a n t  a s p e c t s  as 

t h e y  o c c u r  i n  t h e  work and c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  e n e r g i e s  a lm o s t  

c o m p l e t e l y  on h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and t h e  p e r s o n a l  and 

s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  them. On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  one 

f e e l s  a  need  t o  do a  t h o r o u g h  w r i t t e n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  work, 

he may have  l e s s  s p a c e  and e n e rg y  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  d imen­

s i o n s  and may want  t o  be v e r y  s e l e c t i v e  i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  o n ly  

t h e  m ost  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  im m ed ia te  o n e s .  Such a  w r i t e r  on
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f i c t i o n  may be a b l e  t o  overcome t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i f  he 

f o c u s e s  h i s  a n a l y s i s  and r e s p o n s e s  on a c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r  

o r  i d e a  i n  a  work. A n o th e r  mode o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  o f  f i c t i o n  who have p e r s o n a l  r e ­

s p o n s e s  and s e e  p e r s o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b u t  p r e f e r  o r  f e e l  

com pel led  t o  keep them t o  t h e m s e l v e s .  B ecause  w r i t i n g  o u t  

t h e s e  c o n c e rn s  p rom otes  b e t t e r  i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  o f  them, 

t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  can t r a n s c e n d  t h e i r  r e l u c t a n c e  by  g e n e r a l i z ­

in g  t h e i r  comments so t h a t  t h e y  d i s g u i s e  t h e i r  a c t u a l  p e r ­

s o n a l  n a t u r e .  I f  even t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  d i s t u r b s  them, t h e y  

can c o n f i n e  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  work.

These f i n a l  modes a r e  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e ,  a s  R ich a rd s  

shows,  "The p e r s o n a l i t y  s t a n d s  b a l a n c e d  b e tw ee n  t h e  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  whole  f a b r i c  o f  i t s  p a s t  e x p e r i ­

ences  and d e v e lo p e d  h a b i t s  o f  mind,  What i s  b e in g  s e t t l e d

i s  w h e th e r  t h i s  new e x p e r i e n c e  can  o r  c a n n o t  be  t a k e n  i n t o
96t h e  f a b r i c  w i t h  a d v a n t a g e . "  F o r  some p e o p l e ,  t h e  p e r ­

s o n a l i t y  " r e c o n s t r u c t i o n "  needed  to  do so i s  v e r y  g r e a t .  

Thus o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p rom ote  i d e n t i t y  d ev e lo p m en t  and t h e  

u s e  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  a r e  a s  l i m i t e d  a s  t h e  openness  

t o  e x p e r i e n c e  and t o  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  p e o p l e .  As s e v e r a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  r e v e a l ,  many 

p e o p le  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a b l e  "phenomenal  s e l f "  t h a t  r e s i s t s

^ P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , p .  303*
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change  by i g n o r i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  a r e

i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  i t  o r  by  s e l e c t i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s  i n  such

a  way as  t o  c o n f i rm  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s e l f  th e y  a l r e a d y  p o s -  
97s e s s .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  s t u d y ' s  em phasis  on how t h e  f i c t i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  m in im iz e s  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  t h a t  cause  s u c h  r e s i s t ­

a n c e ,  t h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  m ust  s t i l l  be  viewed as  a  l i m i t i n g  

f a c t o r  i n  f i c t i o n  a n a l y s i s  i t s e l f ,  a s  w e l l  as  i n  p e r s o n a l  

r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n .

O th e r  p rob lem s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  co nnec ted  w i t h  en­

c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  a l s o  m e r i t  d i s c u s s i o n .  As R ic h a r d s  

shows, t h e  r o o t  prob lem  i s  how " t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  what i s  

n o t  germane t o  t h e  m eaning"  o f  a  work may a f f e c t  o u r  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  i t .  P e r s o n a l  memories may s t e e r  o n e ' s  r e s p o n s e  

t o  a  r e m i n i s c e n c e  i n s t e a d  o f  t o  t h e  work. A t r a i n  o f  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  does  n o t  s p r i n g  from t h e  meaning b u t  i s  "an 

a c c i d e n t a l  b y - p r o d u c t  o f  a  r e a d i n g  which does n o t  r e a l i z e  

t h e  meaning" may i n t e r v e n e .  The i n t r u s i o n  o f  " t h e  hobby­

h o r s e  o r  o b s e s s i o n "  must  a l s o  be watched  f o r .  A l th ou g h  

a n a l o g i z i n g  o r  com par ing  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  w i t h  f e e l i n g s  

a c t i v e  i n  t h e  work f a c i l i t a t e s  i d e n t i t y  deve lop m en t  and 

p r o v i d e s  "a  s t a n d a r d ,  a  t e s t  f o r  r e a l i t y , "  we m u s t  be c a r e ­

f u l  n o t  t o  a l l o w  " r e c o l l e c t e d  f e e l i n g s "  e i t h e r  t o  " o v e r ­

whelm and d i s t o r t "  t h e  work o r  t o  c a u s e  us t o  l o s e  to u c h

977 ' A r t h u r  W. Combs and Donald Snygg, I n d i v i d u a l  Be­
h a v io r s  A P e r c e p t u a l  A pproach  to  B e h a v i o r , r e v .  ed .  "(New 
Yorks H a r p e r ,  1959)> p* 159*
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w i t h  i t  a s  a  t o t a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  We must  keep  i n  mind t h a t  

t h e  work " e x i s t s  p e rh a p s  t o  c o n t r o l  and o r d e r  such  f e e l i n g s  

and to  b r i n g  them i n t o  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  t h i n g s , n o t  

m e r e ly  t o  a r o u s e  th em ."  I n  b r i e f ,  o u r  r e s p o n s e s  and a p ­

p l i c a t i o n s  sh o u ld  c a l l  i n t o  p l a y  o n ly  knowledge,  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s ,  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  which a r e  " g en u in e  and r e l e v a n t "

and which " r e s p e c t  t h e  l i b e r t y  and autonomy o f  t h e  work";
98t h e y  must  n o t  d i s t o r t  t h e  c o n t e x t .

Even i f  we a r e  a b l e  to  a v o i d  a l l  t h e s e  p i t f a l l s ,  

R ic h a rd s  a d d s ,  we must  be aw are  o f  o u r  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  make 

" s t o c k  r e s p o n s e s . "  A l th o ug h  s u c h  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  l e g i t i m a t e  

and n e c e s s a r y  a s p e c t s  o f  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  and a r e  o f t e n  

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  a u t h o r ,  t h e y  can be " d i s ­

a d v a n ta g e o u s  and even d a n g e ro u s"  when t h e y  " g e t  i n  t h e  way, 

and p r e v e n t ,  a  r e s p o n s e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n . "  

Responses  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  m os t  a p p r o p r i a t e  when th e y  

a r e  made t o  t h e  sco p e  and d e p t h  o f  t h e  work as  a whole  and 

t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which each  p a r t  i s  i n t e g r a l  to  t h e  whole .  

We must  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  

t o  i s o l a t e d  f r a g m e n t s .  R i c h a r d s  seems j u s t i f i e d  i n  v iew in g  

t h e  c h i e f  c a u se  o f  b o th  t h e s e  " i l l - a p p r o p r i a t e  and s t e r e o ­

ty p ed "  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  and t h e  i n t r u s i o n s  and 

d i s t o r t i o n s ,  a s  " w i th d ra w a l  f rom e x p e r i e n c e , "  t h e  n a r r o w in g

• ^ R i c h a r d s ,  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , pp .  236-2^0 .  See 
a l s o  S l a t o f f ,  p p .  7 7 -78 .
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o f  s e l f h o o d  t h a t  Combs and Syngg s e e  as  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f

many p e o p l e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y  n e ed s  t o

f o c u s  on " a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e v o k in g  and d e v e l o p i n g  
99r e s p o n s e s . " 77

We can l o g i c a l l y  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m s  and l i m i ­

t a t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a r y  r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n  s tem from t h e  

p ro b le m s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  and 

g r o w t h - m o t i v a t e d  enough t o  d i s c o v e r  and c r e a t e  o u r  i d e n ­

t i t i e s .  L e s s e r  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  i n  a n o t h e r  way 

when he t e l l s  u s  t h a t  we must  acknowledge  t h e  s u b c o n s c i o u s  

and u n c o n s c i o u s  d im e n s io n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  l i t e r a r y  i n t e r p r e ­

t a t i o n  and r e s p o n s e  and i n  d o in g  so  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  l i m i t s  

o f  o u r  c o n s c i o u s  i n t e l l e c t  and i t s  power t o  c o n t r o l .

T hese  p o i n t s  p a r a l l e l  t h i s  s t u d y ' s  e a r l i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

t h a t  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  be s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  and t o  know and 

c r e a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  a b i l i t y  has e q u a l  l i m i t s  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  o u r  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e s  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p s  .

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  what  

j u s t i f i a b l e  c l a im s  can  we make f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  t o  be 

w ro ug h t  by e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ?  They a r e  t h e  same c la im s  

t h a t  H o l lan d  makes f o r  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  g e n e r a l .  We 

c a n n o t  sa y  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  has  a  " l o n g - t e r m  m o r a l  e f f e c t "

- ^ R i c h a r d s ,  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , pp .  2 ^ 1 -2 ^ 6 .

^ 00L e s s e r ,  p .  300,
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on most  r e a d e r s  o r  t h a t  i t  d i r e c t l y  c a u s e s  any  pe rm anen t  

change  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s .  But  we can  a s s e r t  t h a t  i t  

"may open f o r  u s  some f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  mind so  t h a t  g row th
101from i t  and o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  rem ains  p o s s i b l e , "

F i c t i o n ,  a s  Bacon and B reen  show, can  a c h i e v e  t h i s  end b e -
1 0 2c a u s e  i t  p ro m o tes  empathy ,  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  and a w a r e n e s s .  

P e rh a p s  t h i s  s t u d y  has  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  f i c t i o n ' s  

u n i q u e  and i n d i s p e n s a b l e  r o l e  i n  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  

maybe i t s  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  numerous t h e o r i s t s  and 

i t s  e x t e n s i o n  o f  them i n t o  t h e  r ea lm  o f  i d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p ­

ment  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  We may be a b l e  

t o  f i n d  i n  t h i s  s y n t h e s i s  and e x t e n s i o n  i d e a s  t h a t  make 

o u r  s t u d y  and t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n  more m e a n in g f u l  and e f ­

f e c t i v e  t h a n  t h e y  m ig h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e .  C o n c e iv a b ly ,  i n  

t h e s e  ways t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  g ro w th  th r o u g h  

l i t e r a t u r e  c a n ,  more t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  become a c t u a l i t i e s ,

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  em phas is  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  on t h e  

a d d i t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p ­

p l i c a t i o n s  t o  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  has  n o t  i n  any  way l o s t  

t o u c h  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e  i t s e l f  as  i t s  c e n t r a l  c o n c e r n .  As 

S l a t o f f  s a y s  i n  h i s  c a l l  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  e m p h a s i s ,  i t  does  

n o t  mean t h a t  we a l l o w  " l a x  im p r e s s io n i s m "  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  n o r  do we t u r n  t h a t  s t u d y  i n t o  m o ra l  

i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  p s y c h o t h e r a p y .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  means t h a t  we

■̂'‘Holland, pp. 33^-3^0. ^^Bacon and Breen, p, v.
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rem a in  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  work we a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g

and r e s p o n d i n g  t o ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t im e  b r i n g i n g  o u r -
103s e l v e s  t o  b e a r  upon t h e  work.

The c o n v i c t i o n  emphasized  h e r e  i s  t h a t  we can  b e s t  

a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  i f  we a r e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  c o n ce rn ed  w i t h  

f i c t i o n  a s  an  i n t e g r a t i v e - d i s r u p t i v e  complex t h r o u g h  which  

we e n c o u n t e r  c a p t u r e d  e s s e n c e s  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e  and 

w i t h  f i c t i o n  as  a  u n i t y  o f  form and meaning  i n  which  t h e  

i m p l i e d  a u t h o r  u s e s  n a r r a t i o n ,  p o i n t  o f  v ie w ,  and r e l a t e d  

r h e t o r i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  b r i n g  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  work, and t h e  

r e a d e r  t o g e t h e r .  We m ust  a l s o  be  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  p sy c h o ­

l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  r e a d e r  i n v o lv e m e n t  i n  and de tachm en t  

from t h e  f i c t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s u b ­

j e c t i v e  d im e n s io n s  o f  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  t h a t  a r e  o f t e n  i g ­

n o r e d  i n  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  an  e r a  i n  which 

m os t  i n d i v i d u a l s  must  be s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  

and c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s  t o  l i v e  r i c h  and m ean ing­

f u l  l i v e s ,  we need  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  p a r a l l e l s  be tw een  t h e  

f i c t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  i d e n t i t y  e x p e r i e n c e  and to  

u t i l i z e  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  f i c t i o n  which  s t i m u l a t e  and p r o ­

v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  g ro w th .

103Slatoff, p. 1 6 8.



CHAPTER IV

ENCOUNTER CRITICISM OF JOSEPH CONRAD'S

VICTORY

Jo s e p h  C o n r a d ' s  V i c t o r y  p r o v i d e s  a  p r o v o c a t i v e  and 

moving l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  m e r i t s  t h o r o u g h  a n a l y s i s ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  one r e a c h e s  t h r o u g h  i t .  Conrad h a s  e f f e c ­

t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  modes o f  i n v o lv e m e n t -  

d e ta ch m en t  t h r o u g h  d r a m a t i c  s h i f t s  o f  f o c u s  and o t h e r  r h e ­

t o r i c a l  d e v i c e s  t o  p rom pt  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  

some s i g n i f i c a n t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s .

A c h a r a c t e r ' s  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  r e f e r s  to  t h e  

v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  cau se  him 

t o  i n v o l v e  h i m s e l f  i n  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s  and t o  d e t a c h  him­

s e l f  from o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s .  While  t h e  n o v e l  f o c u s e s  on 

A xe l  H e y s t ' s  a m b i v a l e n t  and p a r a d o x i c a l  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t -  

d e ta c h m e n t ,  i t s  t h e m a t i c  u n i t y  v e r y  much depends upon  t h e  

r e a d e r ' s  b l e n d i n g  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s '  modes w i t h  

H e y s t ' s .  As F r e d e r i c k  R. K a r l  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  t h e  m o s t  

t h o r o u g h  p u b l i s h e d  commentary on V i c t o r y . C o n r a d ' s  m ajo r  

t h e m a t i c  i n t e n t  i s  t o  p r o b e  " t h e  i r o n i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  th e  

c o n f l i c t  be tw ee n  a t h e o r e t i c a l  v iew  o f  l i f e  which  a d v o c a te s
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w i t h d r a w a l  and a  p r a c t i c a l  v iew o f  l i f e  which  a c c e p t s
i

e v e n t s  a s  t h e y  a r e  e n f o r c e d  upon o n e , "

K a r l  does  n o t  go f a r  enough b e y o n d  h i s  emphasis  on

t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  u n i t y  p r o v i d e d  by " f o u r  s im u l t a n e o u s  l e v e l s  
o

o f  a c t i o n , " '  We sh o u ld  f u r t h e r  a n a l y z e  how Conrad b l e n d s  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  modes o f  i n v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  t o  g i v e  t h e  

n o v e l  t h e m a t i c  u n i t y ,  But s t r u c t u r a l  u n i t y  and t h e m a t i c  

u n i t y  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e y  go t o g e t h e r  

so  w e l l  i s  what makes V i c t o r y  such a  p r o v o c a t i v e  l i t e r a r y  

e x p e r i e n c e .  The f o u r  l e v e l s  o f  a c t i o n  K a r l  s t r e s s e s  th us  

m e r i t  a t t e n t i o n  i n  any s t u d y  o f  V i c t o r y , They a r e  " ( l )  

H e y s t ,  t h e  H e rm i t ,  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  h i s  

f a t h e r ;  (2 )  H ey s t  com m itted  t o  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  Lena; (3 )  

H ey s t  b e i n g  s l a n d e r e d  by Schomberg a s  t h i e f  and m u r d e r e r ;

(4 )  H eys t  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  p l o t t i n g  by Schomberg and J o n e s .

My a n a l y s i s  o f  V i c t o r y , th o u g h ,  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  th e  

s e c o n d a r y  r o l e  o f  t h e s e  l e v e l s  o f  a c t i o n  and th e  p r i m a r y  

r o l e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ modes of  i n v o l v e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t .  

When s h i f t s  o f  fo c u s  from one l e v e l  o f  a c t i o n  to  a n o t h e r  

o c c u r ,  t h e y  a r e  m a in ly  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ modes o f  i n v o l v e m e n t - d e t a c h ­

m en t ,  T h u s ,  t h e  r e a d e r ’s  t a s k  i s  t o  s y n t h e s i z e  t h i s

F r e d e r i c k  R. K a r l ,  The R e a d e r ' s  Guide t o  J o s e p h  
C o n ra d , r e v .  ed ,  (New Yorks F a r r a r ,  S t r a u s ,  and G i r o u x ,  
1969), p .  70.

^ I b i d . ,  p .  8 6 .  ^ I b i d .
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i n f o r m a t i o n  and  t o  g a i n  a  f u l l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  C o n r a d ’s 

o u t lo o k  on t h e  q u e s t i o n s  he wan ts  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  

w h i le  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h i s  n o v e l .  These a r e  n o t  o n l y  q u e s ­

t i o n s  a b o u t  in v o lv e m e n t  and d e ta c h m e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  q u e s t i o n s  

abou t  t h e  p a r t  c i r c u m s t a n c e  o r  chance  can p l a y  i n  a  p e r ­

s o n ' s  l i f e ,  a b o u t  h i s  n eed  and a b i l i t y  t o  cope  w i t h  e v i l ,  

and u l t i m a t e l y  abou t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  human 

v a l u e s  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  amora l  o r  nonhuman 

v a l u e s .

An e x a m in a t io n  o f  C o n r a d ' s  g e n e r a l  v iews on t h e  l i t ­

e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  l e n d s  f u r t h e r  v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  a rgum ent  

t h a t  V i c t o r y  c a l l s  f o r  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  p o i n t s  o f  v iew  and 

a r e s p o n s e  t o  and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by t h a t  

s y n t h e s i s .  A work o f  f i c t i o n  i s  t o  Conrad a c a p t u r e d  e s ­

se n ce  o f  l i f e  b e c a u se  i t  i s  c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  " p e r i s h a b l e
k

a c t i v i t y "  i n t o  " i m p e r i s h a b l e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s . "  F i c t i o n  i s  

viewed a s  "human h i s t o r y  . . . b a sed  on t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  

forms and t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  phenomena."^  But Conrad 

acknowledges  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e s e  forms and 

o b s e r v a t i o n  t o  g iv e  h i s  r e a d e r  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  human expe­

r i e n c e .  K a r l  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  su ch  d i f f i c u l t y  s tem s  from 

C o n r a d ' s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a e s t h e t i c  d i s t a n c e  and

h
Jo s e p h  Conrad,  "Henry James:  An A p p r e c i a t i o n , "  i n  

Notes  on L i f e  and L e t t e r s  (New York: Doubleday ,  Page  &
C o. ,  1 9 2 1 ) ,  p .  13.

^Ibid., p. 1 7 .
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a u t h o r i a l  i m p e r s o n a l i t y  to  p r e s e r v e  " the  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  t h e  

' h a l f - k n o w l e d g e '  n e c e s s a r y  to  a l l  p o i n t s  o f  v iew ."^

The i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  l o g i c a l l y  f o l l o w s  from t h i s  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e  i s  t h a t  no o n e  c h a r a c t e r  speaks f o r  th e  a u t h o r ,  

n o r  do i s o l a t e d  a u t h o r i a l  comments c o n s t i t u t e  a t o t a l  p o i n t  

o f  view on any  idea  o r  c h a r a c t e r .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  r e a d e r  m ust  

work to  b l e n d  a l l  f a c e t s  of t h e  n o v e l —b o t h  s t r u c t u r a l  and 

t h e m a t i c - - b e f o r e  he c a n  make a n y  judgments  a bou t  i t s  mean­

i n g  o r  a b o u t  i t s  m e r i t s  as a w o rk  o f  a r t .  Conrad a d d s  t h a t  

w h i l e  he o f t e n  d i s t a n c e s  h i m s e l f  from h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  and 

t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  h e  i s  not i n d i f f e r e n t  to w a rd  them. He

s t r u c t u r e s  them and comments u p o n  them w i t h  "a c o n s c i e n -
7

t i o u s  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  of  my own s e n s a t i o n s . "

In  o t h e r  words, Conrad em ploys  a e s t h e t i c  d i s t a n c e  f o r  

optimum d r a m a t i c  i m p a c t  to  g iv e  o n l y  th e  i l l u s i o n  o f  a u ­

t h o r i a l  i m p e r s o n a l i t y ,  which t h e  r e a d e r  s h o u l d  n o t  m i s t a k e  

f o r  a c t u a l  a u t h o r i a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  Conrad has  v e r y  d e f i ­

n i t e  f e e l i n g s  about t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l

q u e s t i o n s  he  r a i s e s  i n  V i c t o r y , even  th o u g h  he rem a ins
0

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  c r y p t i c  o r  n o n c om m it ta l  on some p o i n t s ,

^ K a r l ,  p .  32.
7

J o s e p h  Conrad, " A u th o r ' s  N o t e , "  Typhoon and O t h e r  
S t o r i e s  (Garden  C i t y ,  N.Y.:  D oub leday ,  D o ran  & Co. ,  1929)> 
p . i x .

O
F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  on C o n ra d 's  a u t h o r i a l  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e ,  s e e  Wesley C a r r o l l ,  "The  N o v e l i s t  a s  A r t i s t , "  
Modem F i c t i o n  S t u d i e s  , 1 ( F e b r u a r y  1955) » 2 - 8 .
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p e r h a p s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e  t o  and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  i s s u e s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  own l i f e .

As W. F. W rig h t  p o i n t s  o u t ,  C o n r a d ' s  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  i n

e a c h  work was " to  p r o v i d e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  from which a  r e a d e r
o . .

c o u ld  lo o k  a t  r e a l i t y . " 7 Conrad,  i n  f a c t ,  i s  more e x p l i c i t

a s  t h e  i m p l i e d  a u t h o r  i n  V i c t o r y  t h a n  he i s  i n  many o f  h i s  

o t h e r  w orks .  He makes numerous g e n e r a l i z e d  comments on t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  and on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  

t h a t  m igh t  have b een  d r a m a t i z e d  o r  made more  i m p l i c i t .

The n o v e l ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  n o t  dom ina ted  by  such  e x p l i c i t ­

n e s s ,  much o f  which  a p p e a r s  n e c e s s a r y  to  g i v e  th e  numerous 

f o c a l  s h i f t s  and complex c h a r a c t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o r g a n i c  

u n i t y .  Wesley C a r r o l l  may be a c c u r a t e  i n  a t t r i b u t i n g  much

o f  C o n r a d ' s  d i r e c t n e s s  t o  a  c o n c e rn  f o r  c a p t u r i n g  " t h e
10' i d e a l '  v a l u e  o f  t h i n g s ,  e v e n t s ,  and  p e o p l e . "  Yet  Conrad 

d o e s  n o t  c a r r y  t h i s  c o n c e r n  so f a r  t h a t  he n e g l e c t s  making 

t h e  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  r e a l  and d r a m a t i c .  K a r l  i s  s t r e s s ­

i n g  t h i s  f a c t  when he em phas izes  C o n r a d ' s  s k i l l  i n  c r e a t i n g  

" t h e  sem blance  o f  e v e n t s  l i v e d  and f e l t  so t h a t  t h e i r  o r -
11g a n i z a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  c o m p l e t e l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  r e a l i t y , "  

B e fo re  t u r n i n g  t o  a n a l y s i s  o f ,  r e s p o n s e  t o ,  and ap­

p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  one n eed s  t o  examine f u r t h e r  th e  

t e c h n i q u e s  Conrad u s e s  i n  V i c t o r y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e a d e r

^ Romance and T ragedy  i n  J o s e p h  Conrad (New York: 
R u s s e l l  & R u s s e l l ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  1.

^Carroll, p. 6. ^ K a r l , p. 36 .
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w i t h  an  e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r .  The m a jo r  c o n c e rn  o f  t h i s  

s t u d y  i s ,  a s  I  have s a i d ,  t h e  p r im a cy  o f  t h e  t h e m a t i c  u n i t y  

p r o v i d e d  by t h e  b l e n d i n g  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ' modes o f  

i n v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s t r u c ­

t u r a l  u n i t y  o f  K a r l ' s  f o u r  l e v e l s  o f  a c t i o n .  I n t e g r a t i o n  

i s  a c h i e v e d  a s  each  s h i f t  o f  f o c u s  s u p p o r t s  o r  c o r r e c t s  

a n o t h e r ,  a s  i t  i n t r o d u c e s  new m a t e r i a l ,  new e l e m e n t s ,  new 

e f f e c t s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  as  Conrad merges  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  o v e r ­

a l l  p o i n t  o f  v iew  w i t h  h i s .  As t h e  b l e n d i n g  p r o c e s s  t a k e s  

p l a c e  i n  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  mind,  i t  compels  him t o  become i n ­

v o lv e d  n o t  o n ly  i n  C o n r a d ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  b u t  a l s o  

i n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  r e a d e r  g r a d u a l l y ,  

and p e r h a p s  o n ly  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  r e a d i n g s ,  becomes t h e  c e n t e r  

o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a s  Conrad g u i d e s  him t h r o u g h  a p r o c e s s  o f  

d i s c o v e r y .  Because  t h i s  p r o c e s s  r e q u i r e s  b o t h  t im e  and 

p a t i e n c e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  p o s i t e d  h e r e  i s  n o t  a  c a s u a l  b u t  an 

i d e a l  one who has c a r e f u l l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  work.  The i n t e ­

g r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  be somewhat i d e a l i s t i c  and 

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n e v i t a b l y  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  e v e ry  r e a d e r .

One f a c e t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  what  K a r l  c a l l s  a  " d e l v ­

i n g  i n t o  a t t e n d a n t  and a n t e c e d e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  p r o d u c e
12an e f f e c t  o f  power n o t  s p e e d . "  But r h e t o r i c a l  d e v i c e s  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  g r a d u a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  e v e n t s  and i d e a s  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  b l e n d i n g  p r o c e s s  i n h e r e n t  i n  V i c t o r y .

'*‘2Karl, p. 2^9.
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F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s u b t l e  p o i n t  o f  v iew  a l t e r a t i o n s  

w i t h i n  many o f  t h e  f o c a l  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  enhance  t h e  n o v e l ' s  

d r a m a t i c  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  A n o th e r  t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  h e i g h t e n s  

V i c t o r y ' s  d r a m a t i c  im pac t  and h e l p s  r e v e a l  m eaning  i s  

C o n r a d ' s  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  p r e s e n t .  As K a r l  

d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  one o f  C o n r a d ' s  m ost  e f f e c t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  

t h e  i n t e g r a t i v e  p r o c e s s  i s  h i s  s k i l l  i n  making  " t r a c e s  o f  

p a s t  t im e  r e a c t  upon  and combine w i t h  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s . " ^  F i n a l l y ,  Conrad employs a m b i g u i ty ,  i r o n y ,  and 

p a ra d o x  t o  r e v e a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  modes o f  i n v o lv e m e n t -  

d e ta c h m e n t ,  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  modes, and u l t i m a t e l y  t o  p r o ­

mote  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  V i c t o r y .

By combin ing  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  t e c h n i q u e s  

u se d  i n  V i c t o r y  w i t h  a  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  in v o lv e m e n t  and d e ta c h m e n t  r a i s e d  

by t h e  n o v e l ,  I  c an  now a n a l y z e  V i c t o r y  i t s e l f  a s  an ex­

p e r i e n t i a l  l i t e r a r y  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  l i f e  and re sp on d  t o  and 

a p p l y  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  t h a t  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l s  t o  me. The 

i n s i g h t s  p r o v i d e d  by my e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  V i c t o r y  a r e  e s p e c ­

i a l l y  m e a n in g f u l  t o  me b e c a u s e  t h e y  have m o d i f i e d  and 

c l a r i f i e d  some o f  my a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  my own e x p e r i e n c e s .

By u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t  be tw een  w i th d r a w in g  from l i f e  

and m e e t in g  l i f e  as  i t  comes,  e s p e c i a l l y  as  t h i s  c o n f l i c t

^ K a r l ,  p .  68 .



o c c u r s  i n  H e y s t ,  I  have g a in e d  some i n s i g h t s  i n t o  l i f e ' s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  t r a g i c  n a t u r e  and i n t o  m an 's  f r u s t r a t e d  e f f o r t s  

t o  g i v e  h i s  l i f e  o r d e r ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  m eaning ,  and s p i r i t u a l  

q u a l i t y .

Forem ost  o f  t h e s e  d i s c o v e r i e s  i s  l i f e ' s  p r e c a r i o u s ­

n e s s — how f a t e ,  c h a n c e ,  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  can  v i c t i m i z e  one. 

As i f  t h i s  f a c t  were  n o t  enough, man has been  b u rd ened  w i th  

o t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  His  p o i n t  o f  v iew  tow ard  h i s  f e l l o w s  

and tow ard  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i s  a lw ay s  l i m i t e d  by h i s  i n ­

a b i l i t y  t o  p e n e t r a t e  o t h e r s  o r  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  ou tw ard  

b e a r i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n n e r  p e r s o n .  Through h i s  own n a r ro w n e s s  

o f  mind,  he can  a l s o  compound t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  b r i n g  

a b o u t  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  an  a l r e a d y  fog g y  p e r c e p t i o n .  Conrad 

a l s o  shows t h a t  p o i n t  o f  view l i m i t a t i o n s  may e v e n t u a l l y  

l e a d  t o  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  d i s t r u s t ,  and f r u s t r a t i o n  i n  

o n e ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

I  f i n d  C o n r a d ' s  emphasis  on how l i f e ' s  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  

c a n  v i c t i m i z e  one  p r o v o c a t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  h e l p s  me t o  p u t  i n  

p e r s p e c t i v e  my e a r l y  l i f e  as j u s t  such  a v i c t i m .  Having  

b e en  h u r t  by l i f e ' s  u n c e r t a i n t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  d e a t h  o f  

my l o v i n g  m o th e r  and t h e  a b d i c a t i o n  o f  my weak f a t h e r  from 

p a r e n t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t h r o u g h  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a b u se  

and u n l o v e  i n  a  f o s t e r  home, I  t e n d e d  t o  w i th d raw  from i n ­

v o lv em en t  b e c a u s e  I  f e l t  i n s e c u r e ,  abn o rm a l ,  and f e a r f u l  

o f  b e in g  h u r t .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  I  f e l t  a n g u is h e d  a t  t h e
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a b y s s  be tween m y s e l f  and o t h e r s ,  I  wanted  lo v e  and a 

s e n s e  o f  b e lo n g i n g .  Because  o f  my v i c t i m i z a t i o n  and sub­

s e q u e n t  w i t h d r a w a l ,  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  b a s i c  n e e d s  had 

t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e n s e  f o r  me.

Thus,  when I  was a b le  t o  r e l a t e  t o  o t h e r s  who were 

v e r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and t o l e r a n t  o f  me, I  demanded an  i n ­

t e n s i t y  and i n t i m a c y  p o s s i b l e  o n l y  o v e r  an ex ten d ed  p e r i o d  

w i t h  a  few p e o p l e .  I  f e l t  m ost  a c u t e l y  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

know o t h e r s  w e l l  t h a t  Conrad s u g g e s t s  i s  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r ­

i s t i c  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  I  a l s o  d i s t o r t e d  t h e  l i t t l e  

knowledge t h a t  I  had o f  them by  a t t r i b u t i n g  q u a l i t i e s  to  

them t h e y  l a c k e d ,  q u a l i t i e s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

o f  my i n t e n s e  n e e d s  f o r  lov e  and b e l o n g i n g n e s s ,  W ith  such 

h i g h  b u t  u n r e a l i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and i n t e n s e  b u t  abnormal  

e m o t io n s ,  I  came down hard  when I  e v e n t u a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  how 

f a l s e  my p o i n t  o f  v iew  was. As Conrad s u g g e s t s  c a n  happen,  

I  m is u n d e r s to o d  my f r i e n d s ,  j u d g i n g  them by f a l s e  c r i t e r i a ,  

I  g r a d u a l l y  d i s t r u s t e d  them and ended up f e e l i n g  f r u s ­

t r a t e d  a t  n o t  h a v i n g  my needs  met  a s  w e l l  a s  I  f e l t  t h e y  

s h o u l d  have b e e n ,  C o n ra d ' s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e s e  t r a g i c  

a s p e c t s  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e  have g i v e n  me a b e t t e r  con­

s c i o u s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e s e  f a c e t s  o f  my own e x p e r i e n c e s ,

By r e l a t i n g  my e a r l y  l i f e  t o  C o n r a d ' s  t r e a t m e n t  i n  

V i c t o r y  o f  l i f e ' s  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  and t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  

human r e l a t i o n s ,  I  can  a l s o  c o n c u r  w i t h  Conrad on t h e
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v a l i d i t y  o f  some o f  H ey s t  S e n i o r ' s  p h i l o s o p h y .  L i f e  i s  

f u l l  o f  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  and i m p e r f e c t i o n ;  d e a t h  can make i t  

a b s u r d  and m e a n i n g l e s s .  There  may n o t  be  enough jo y  and 

m ean in g  i n  o n e ' s  f r a g m e n te d  l i f e  t o  com pensa te  him f o r  a l l  

he m ust  e n d u re  t o  win  t h e  l i t t l e  v o u c h s a f e d  him. Conrad 

h i m s e l f  p o i n t s  o u t  s e v e r a l  t im e s  m a n 's  n e ed  f o r  " i l l u s i o n s "  

o f  j o y ,  p u r p o s e ,  w o r t h ,  and f a i t h  i n  o t h e r s  j u s t  t o  keep 

l i v i n g .  He a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  how s e l f - d e c e p t i v e  t h o s e  i l ­

l u s i o n s  can  b e .

I  som etim es  f i n d  t h e s e  c y n i c a l  o u t l o o k s  p e r v a d i n g  my 

l i f e ,  At  t i m e s  I  am d i s t r e s s e d  b e c a u s e  I  w ish  f o r  an 

o r d e r ,  a  w h o le n e s s ,  a  u n i t y  t h a t  i s  j u s t  n o t  t h e r e .  I  

som etim es  d e s p a i r  o v e r  t h e  gap b e tw een  my p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

good and t h e  a c t u a l  good I  d o , a s  w e l l  a s  o v e r  t h e  f l a w s  

i n  e v e r y t h i n g  I  and o t h e r s  do and c r e a t e ,  I  a l s o  o f t e n  

w o nd e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  t i m e ,  e n e rg y ,  and a n g u i s h  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

my a c h ie v e m e n t s  a r e  m e a n in g f u l  and  joyous  enough t o  b a l a n c e  

o u t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when I  acknowledge  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  I  a t t a c h  

t o  them i s  n o t  " a u t h e n t i c "  i n  a ny  o b j e c t i v e  s e n s e ;  i t  i s  a  

p r o d u c t  o f  my i l l u s i o n s .  I  am a l s o  h u r t  when my f a i t h  i n  

o t h e r s  i s  n o t  r e a l i z e d  i n  e v e ry d a y  l i v i n g ,  a s  w e l l  as  f r u s ­

t r a t e d  when my f a u l t s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  make me acknowledge 

w h a t  I  would r a t h e r  f o r g e t — t h a t  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  p e r h a p s  un ­

w a r r a n t e d ,  a  n e c e s s a r y  i l l u s i o n  c r e a t e d  t o  ward o f f  d e ­

s p a i r ,  But  I  s e e  t h i s  c r e a t i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  p u r p o s e ,  w o r th ,
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j o y ,  and meaning  a s  b o t h  t h e  b u r d e n  and t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  

h u m a n i ty .  We as  human b e i n g s  g i v e  r e a l i t y  i t s  e s s e n c e ,  

i t s  m ean ing ,  i t s  v a l u e .  W ithou t  t h a t  c r e a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  

a  s p i r i t u a l  v o i d .

I t  i s  n o t  a s  e a s y ,  however ,  t o  c o n v e r t  t h e  o t h e r  

t r a g i c  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e  t h a t  Conrad c o n f r o n t s  us  w i t h  i n  

V i c t o r y  t o  a  p o s i t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Many o f  t h e s e  come i n  

t h e  form o f  t h e  a m o r a l ,  im m ora l ,  o r  dehumanized p e o p l e  we 

f i n d  i n  t h e  n o v e l :  t h e  h y p o c r i t i c a l ,  s e l f i s h ,  and s e l f ­

d e lu d e d  Schomberg; t h e  p e r v e r s e ,  a m o ra l ,  s e n s u a l  e v i l  o f  

R ic a r d o ;  t h e  s i c k ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e v i l  o f  J o n e s ;  and t h e  

a u t o m a t i c  p rag m a t i sm  o f  Wang, Conrad shows how s u c h  p e o p l e  

t e n d  t o  s h i e l d  o r  j u s t i f y  t h e s e  u l t i m a t e l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  

t r a i t s .  By d o in g  s o ,  he has  i n c r e a s e d  my a w are n es s  o f  t h e  

p r o f o u n d  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  knowing t h a t  p e o p le  p o s s e s s  su c h  

q u a l i t i e s  and o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  them once t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s ­

t i c s  s u r f a c e .  But  what had t h e  g r e a t e s t  im p a c t  on me was 

t h a t  Conrad made t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  so r e a l  t h a t  I  be g an  t o  

s e n s e  how each  o f  t h e i r  n e g a t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  was t o  a  l i m i t e d  

e x t e n t  p r e s e n t  i n  me a t  t im e s  and how I  so u g h t  t o  c o n c e a l  

o r  j u s t i f y  them, H is  e f f e c t i v e  d r a m a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  dev ­

a s t a t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e s e  t r a i t s  made me c o n s c i o u s  o f  my 

n e e d  t o  m in im ize  and e v e n t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  t h e i r  im p a c t  on 

my v a l u e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
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T hrough  Heyst  Conrad a l s o  d r a m a t i z e s  i n  V i c t o r y  how 

t h e  p a s t  e x e r t s  su c h  a  p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p r e s e n t ,  

H ey s t  i s  g i v e n  a p a r e n t  who sh a p e s  him i n  h i s  image w i t h  

a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  h i s  n a t u r a l  tem­

p e ra m en t  and  w i th  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and t h a t  s t i f l e  g r a t i ­

f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  b a s i c  human n e e d s .  Any su c h  s t r o n g  

c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  Conrad d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  i s  d a n g e ro u s  b e c a u s e  

human c h a r a c t e r  s h o u l d  a lw ays  be emerg ing  from e x p e r i e n c e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  b e in g  sh a p ed  from p r e c o n c e i v e d  n o t i o n s  o r  from 

e x t e r n a l l y  imposed v a l u e s ,  l e s t  p e r s o n a l  g r o w th  be com­

p l e t e l y  sm o th e re d  o r  be s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d .

My e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  Heyst  a s  he e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e s e  i d e a s  

h as  made me c o n s c io u s  o f  my own p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a t ­

t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s .  I  can f e e l  empathy w i t h  H e y s t ' s  

e x t r e m e l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  n o t  b e c a u se  I  have e x p e r ­

i e n c e d  i t  b u t  b e c a u s e  I  have e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  o p p o s i t e - -  

l i t t l e  o r  no c o n d i t i o n i n g .  I  have b e e n  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  

t o  d i s c o v e r  my i n n e r  p r o p e n s i t i e s  and t o  sh a p e  my i d e n t i t y  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  them th r o u g h  my e x p e r i e n c e s .  A l th o u g h  my 

b a s i c  n e e d s  have n o t  been  s t i f l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i n n e r  con ­

f l i c t s  b e tw e e n  c o n d i t i o n e d  v a l u e s ,  n a t u r a l  t em p era m en t ,  

and e x p e r i e n c e s ,  I  have  s u f f e r e d  from a  l a c k  o f  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  i n  w h ic h  t o  f u l f i l l  them. I n  s h o r t ,  e n c o u n t e r i n g  

H ey s t  as  a n  o p p o s i t e  has  made me s e e  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  

b e f o r e  t h a t  my l i f e  h a s  been  to o  f r e e ,  too  o p e n ,  to o  much
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o f  a  t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m y s e l f .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  i t  

h a s  had to o  l i t t l e  d i r e c t i o n  and to o  l i t t l e  s e n s e  o f  u n i t y  

and communion w i t h  my f e l l o w s . On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  

d e h u m an iz in g  e f f e c t s  o f  H e y s t ' s  c o n d i t i o n i n g  i n  V i c t o r y  

have  i n c r e a s e d  my s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  f a c e t s  o f  

my ex trem e l a c k  o f  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  I  have  become v e r y  open 

t o  e x p e r i e n c e  and a d a p t a b l e  t o  f l u c t u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I  f e e l  a lw ays  re a d y  t o  grow, t o  t r y  new t h i n g s  o r  c o n s i d e r  

new i d e a s  o r  a p p ro a c h e s  to  l i f e .  At t h e  same t im e ,  I  am 

g r a d u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  v a l u e s  based  upon my i n n e r  n a t u r e  

and  e x p e r i e n c e s  and l i v i n g  by  them w i t h  some s e n s e  o f  

s t a b i l i t y ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  communion. My 

i n c r e a s e d  a w are n es s  t h r o u g h  H eys t  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  t h a t  one 

m u s t  be c o n s c i o u s  enough o f  t h e  f o r c e s  a f f e c t i n g  h i s  i d e n ­

t i t y  t o  ju d g e  how w e l l  t h e y  f i t  him. To w h a te v e r  e x t e n t  

p o s s i b l e ,  he  must  c o n t r o l  t h e s e  f o r c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a l l o w  

them to  c o n t r o l  him.

Thus,  by e n c o u n t e r i n g  t h e s e  v a r i e d  t r a g i c  d im e n s io n s  

o f  V i c t o r y  t h r o u g h  C o n r a d ' s  v i s i o n ,  I  have b e en  a b l e  t o  

know m y s e l f  b e t t e r .  But s e v e r a l  c r i t i c s  have m i s c o n s t r u e d  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Axel H e y s t ' s  t r a g e d y  i n  V i c t o r y  and have  

jud g ed  t h e  n o v e l  l e s s  m e a n in g f u l  t h a n  i t  t r u l y  i s .  Thomas 

Moses,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s t r e s s e s  how "Chance b l u r s  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y "  and s e e s  H e y s t  as  " a  good man b r o u g h t  down by
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i  i i
chance  and o t h e r  p e o p l e . "  While  Conrad e x p l o i t s  t h e s e  

p a r t i a l  t r u t h s  t o  c r e a t e  sym pathy  f o r  H e y s t  and t h e r e b y  

t o  em phas ize  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  him more t h a n  j u d g in g  him, Con­

r a d ' s  u l t i m a t e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h a t  H e y s t ' s  ap ­

p r o a c h  t o  l i f e ' s  t r a g i c  a s p e c t s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  d e h u m a n iz in g .  That  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  i n  

H e y s t  and t h a t  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  go a g a i n s t  him make him 

no l e s s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i m s e l f .  I n  f a c t ,  H e y s t ' s  t r a g e d y  

s te m s  i n  p a r t  from h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  him­

s e l f ;  t h i s  ex t re m e  s k e p t i c  f a i l e d  t o  be s k e p t i c a l  a b o u t  

t h i s  imposed s k e p t i c i s m  u n t i l  i t  was to o  l a t e .

I  a g r e e  w i t h  C o n r a d ' s  i m p l i e d  judgment  h e r e .  D e s p i t e  

t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  g i v e n  u s ,  we m u s t  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  o u r s e l v e s .  Only t h e n  can  we p r o g r e s s  by  b u i l d i n g  up 

t h e  hu m an iz in g  d im e n s io n s  o f  what we a r e  g i v e n  and by con­

q u e r i n g  t h e  d eh um an iz in g  o n e s .  When we a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  

t h e s e  ways,  we a r e  a l s o  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  do w i t h  o u r  l i v e s  

w h a te v e r  we choose  t h a n  i f  we b lam e o t h e r s  o r  God o r  f a t e  

f o r  o u r  l i m i t a t i o n s  and d e f i c i e n c i e s .  We a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  

s u c h  f r e e  c h o i c e s  b e c a u s e  o u r  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  makes 

u s  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  e x e r t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  o u r s e l v e s  and o v e r  

w h a te v e r  c o n f r o n t s  u s .  A l s o ,  a m a j o r  p a r t  o f  b e i n g

Thomas Moses, J o s e p h  C o n ra d ; Ach ievem ent  and  D e c l i n e  
(Hamden, Conn . :  Archon Books'] 1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  l 4 l , 1 5 6 . See 
a l s o  A l b e r t  J .  G u e ra rd ,  Conrad t h e  N o v e l i s t  (Cambridge,  
M a s s . :  H a rv a rd  Univ .  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  pp .  273-275 ;  K i n g s l e y  
Widmer, " C o n r a d ' s  P y r r h i c  V i c t o r y , "  T w e n t i e t h  C e n tu r y  
L i t e r a t u r e , 5 ( O c to b e r  1959)> 124.
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r e s p o n s i b l e  i s  n o t  a c c e p t i n g  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  w h a te v e r  we 

e n c o u n t e r ,  w h a te v e r  o t h e r s  would have  u s  b e l i e v e ,  however  

o t h e r s  would have u s  l i v e .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  i s  

o f t e n  t h e  v e r y  p e o p l e  who f a i l  t o  q u e s t i o n  and t h e r e b y  

e x e r c i s e  w h a te v e r  c o n s c i o u s  c o n t r o l  i s  p o s s i b l e  o v e r  t h e i r  

d eve lop m en t  who s e e k  t o  p a s s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

n e g a t i v e  co n seq u e n ce s  o f  t h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  someone o r  some­

t h i n g  e l s e .

Through Heyst  and h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Lena, Conrad 

h as  a l s o  conv inced  me t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  so much t h e  t r a g i c  

n a t u r e  o f  l i f e  t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  and a p ­

p r o a c h  I  t a k e  to  i t ,  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  I  r e a c h  r e g a r d i n g  i t .  

H e y s t ' s  d e ta c h e d  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  h i s  e x c e s s i v e  i d e a l i s m ,  h i s  

r e f u s a l  to  l i s t e n  o f t e n  enough t o  t h e  p r o m p t in g s  o f  h i s  

n a t u r a l  tem peram en t ,  and h i s  a b s o r p t i o n  i n  w e ig h in g  t h e  

c o s t s  o f  in v o lv e m e n t  combine to  dehumanize  him by  r e s t r i c t ­

i n g  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  l o v e  and t h e r e b y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

somewhat t r a n s c e n d i n g  l i f e ' s  t r a g e d i e s  th r o u g h  a  s p i r i t u a l  

q u a l i t y  n o t  e n t i r e l y  u n l i k e  L e n a ' s ,  Conrad i s  n o t ,  how­

e v e r ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  d e ta ch m en t  i n  i t s e l f  i s  dehumaniz­

i n g .  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  he a s s e r t s  i n  t h e  " A u t h o r ' s  

Note"  t o  V i c t o r y  t h a t  i t  acco m p an ie s  m a n 's  "power o f  en-  

d u ra n c e "  i n  making him " a d a p t a b l e "  t o  l i f e ' s  t r a g e d i e s .  J

• ^ V i c t o r y  (G arden  C i t y ,  N .Y . :  D oubleday ,  Page  & Co . ,  
1915)» P* x .  F u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h i s  work w i l l  be n o t e d  
p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  t e x t .
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As my s p e c i f i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  n o v e l  w i l l  show, t h e  e x t r e m ­

i t y  o f  H e y s t ' s  d e ta c h m e n t  u l t i m a t e l y  c a u s e s  h i s  i n v o l v e ­

ments t o  b e  e q u a l l y  e x t r e m e ,  and t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  what  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  l i v i n g  i s  an i n t e g r a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  two.  Conrad has c l e a r l y  shown me t h a t  e i t h e r  

extreme c a n  be e q u a l l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  o n e ' s  h u m an i ty ,  d e t ­

r i m e n t a l  t o  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s .

C o n r a d ' s  v i s i o n  i n  V i c t o r y  t h u s  has  p o s i t i v e  i m p l i ­

c a t i o n s  f o r  me s temming from H e y s t ' s  c h a r a c t e r .  I  may 

be a b l e  t o  cope w i t h  e v i l ,  t o  manage l i f e ' s  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  

and o t h e r  t r a g i c  f e a t u r e s  and t o  come away w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  

l i f e ' s  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  o n ly  i f  my a t t i t u d e  and a p p ro a c h  

a re  so u n d .  I  c a n  have i d e a l s ,  b u t  I  must  s e e  them as  su ch  

and n o t  e x p e c t  them n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  p a r a l l e l  r e a l i t i e s .  I  

must s a t i s f y  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p r e s s  my b a s i c  n e e d s  f o r  l o v e  

and human communion. I  must  i n t e g r a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i c h o t o ­

mize t h e  v a r i e d  a s p e c t s  o f  my o f t e n  a m b i v a l e n t  and p a r a ­

d o x i c a l  c h a r a c t e r .  As K a r l  p o i n t s  o u t ,  Conrad i s  t e l l i n g  

me t h a t  I  m ust  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  "m ora l  c o u ra g e  i n  c o n f r o n t i n g
1 fid i f f i c u l t y  i s  f i n e r  t h a n  com ple te  w i t h d r a w a l . "  I t  i s  

a l so  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  as  W i l l i a m  W al lace  

B a n c r o f t  d e c l a r e s ,  t h a t  " s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  and d i g n i t y "  come 

only  f rom a  s e n s e  o f  "Human S o l i d a r i t y "  and t h a t  "m ora l

l6Karl, p. 265.
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17d e g r a d a t i o n "  e n su e s  w i t h o u t  t h a t  s e n s e .  I n  s h o r t ,  I  

must  acknowledge t h a t  I  c a n n o t  s e p a r a t e  m y s e l f  from o t h e r s  

and from t h e  community and e x p e c t  t o  l i v e  even  a  s a t i s f a c ­

t o r y ,  much l e s s  m e a n i n g f u l ,  l i f e .

I  w ish  n e i t h e r  t o  i d e a l i z e  n o r  t o  make s u p e r f i c i a l  

t h e s e  p o s i t i v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  Conrad s t r e s s e s  i n  V i c t o r y  

t h e  p ro fo u n d  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a c h i e v i n g  sound a t t i t u d e s  and 

a p p r o a c h e s .  He rem inds  me t h a t  i n  w h a te v e r  m e a n in g f u l  i n ­

s p i r a t i o n  I  f i n d  t h e r e  w i l l  he  some d e g re e  o f  i l l u s i o n  and 

s e l f - d e l u s i o n .  He l e a v e s  me w i th  no o t h e r  c h o ic e  t h a n  to  

av o id  H e y s t ' s  a l o o f n e s s  and t o  seek  a  sound i d e n t i t y ,  f o r

" t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f  t h e  a h su rd  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  world
1 8r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  o f  a l l . "  I  m ust ,  

Conrad a l s o  i m p l i e s ,  y i e l d  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a c t i o n ,  i n ­

v o lv em en t ,  commitment, and m o r a l  c o u ra g e  d e s p i t e  i n c o m p l e t e  

and i m p e r f e c t  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  s u c h  y i e l d i n g  p r o v i d e s .  My 

u l t i m a t e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  V i c t o r y  i s  t h a t  Conrad has d rama­

t i z e d  w e l l  i n  i t  t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  a p p ro a ch  to  l i f e  and 

t h e  i g n o b i l i t y  o f  i t s  o p p o s i t e .

I n  d e r i v i n g  C o n r a d ' s  a u t h o r i a l  v i s i o n  from V i c t o r y  

and i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  my g e n e r a l  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s ,

I  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  n o v e l  as  a  d r a m a t i c  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  o f  

f o c a l  s h i f t s  employed to  g u i d e  me t o  b le n d  H e y s t ' s  mode o f

17' W il l ia m  W a l la c e  B a n c r o f t ,  J o s e p h  C o n ra d t H is  P h i l o s ­
ophy o f  L i f e  (New York* H a s k e l l  House, 1 9 ^ ) ,  pp. 8 - 9 .

■'■^Widmer, p .  126.
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i n v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  w i t h  t h e  modes o f  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r ­

a c t e r s .  My a n a l y s i s  w i l l  emphas ize  t h e  f o c a l  s h i f t s  most  

s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  d i s c o v e r i n g  C o n r a d ' s  i d e a s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

n o v e l ' s  i n t e g r a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  d e v e lo p  H e y s t ' s  

c h a r a c t e r ,  L e n a ' s  c h a r a c t e r ,  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  O th e r  

f o c a l  s h i f t s  w i l l  be summarized as  t h e y  come to  show how 

t h e  n o v e l ' s  m in o r  c h a r a c t e r s  r e l a t e  t o  i t s  two c e n t r a l  

f i g u r e s  and t h e r e b y  g i v e  a  t o t a l  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

C o n r a d ' s  v i s i o n .

P a r t  one o f  V i c t o r y , t h e  b r i e f e s t  o f  t h e  f o u r  p a r t s ,  

c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e n  f o c a l  s e c t i o n s  and i s  t h e  o n ly  p a r t  n o t  

c o n t r o l l e d  by t o t a l l y  o m n i s c i e n t  n a r r a t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,

Conrad employs a  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  

i s l a n d  where p a r t  o f  t h e  n o v e l ' s  a c t i o n  o c c u r s  and has  

him r e l a t e  much o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  he has o b t a i n e d  abo u t  

Axe l  Heyst  from o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  g o s s i p ,  and c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  

C a p ta in  D av id so n ,  who, a s  a  l o c a l  boatman t r a v e l l i n g  t h e  

i s l a n d s ,  has  had numerous e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  H e y s t .  A t  t im e s ,  

however ,  t h i s  n a r r a t o r ' s  comments have to o  much d e p t h  t o  

be t a k e n  as  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h i n l y  d i s g u i s e d  om nis ­

c i e n c e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  whole i s  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

g i v i n g  an  i n d i r e c t  v iew  o f  Heyst  and i n  p r o v i d i n g  a lm o s t  

a l l  o f  t h e  e le m e n t s  t o  be d e v e lo p ed  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  p a r t s . ^

^ F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  s e e  K a r l ,  p p .  2^8-2^9»
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Conrad opens  t h e  n o v e l  w i th  t h e  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  s l i m  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw ee n  " t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and t h e  m y s t i c a l "  ( p .  l ) .  

These r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  in v o lv e m e n t  and d e ta ch m en t  a r e  t o  

be c e n t r a l  t o  H e y s t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  and t o  t h e  m eaning  o f  t h e  

n o v e l .  Conrad conveys  t h i s  p a radox  by h a v in g  h i s  n a r r a t o r  

r e f e r  t o  t h e  " v e r y  c l o s e  c h e m ic a l  r e l a t i o n  be tw een  c o a l  and 

d iamonds"  (p .  l )  and t h e n  by h a v in g  him d i s c u s s  two b a s i c  

p o i n t s  o f  v iew on  c o a l .  The g r e a t  amount o f  i t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  make i t  v a l u a b l e  a l s o  makes i t  a  b u rd e n ;  y e t  i t  i s  f a s ­

c i n a t i n g  as " t h e  supreme commodity o f  t h e  age" (p .  l ) .  The 

n a r r a t o r  t h e n  em phas izes  H e y s t ' s  p e c u l i a r  c h a r a c t e r ,  h i s  

" p e r s i s t e n t  i n e r t i a "  (p .  l )  as he l i v e s  a lo n e  on t h e  i s o ­

l a t e d  i s l a n d  where  he was m anager  o f  t h e  now d e f u n c t  T ro p ­

i c a l  B e l t  Coal Company. "His  n e a r e s t  n e i g h b o r  . . .  an 

i n d o l e n t  v o lc a n o "  (p .  2) i s  n e x t  i n t r o d u c e d ,  a  symbol which 

w i l l  be r e i t e r a t e d  as  t h e  n o v e l  d e v e l o p s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  

a m b i v a l e n t  m i x t u r e  o f  d e ta c h m e n t  and in v o lv e m e n t  i n  H e y s t ,  

T h is  symbol may a l s o  be t a k e n  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  b l e n d  o f  d e ­

s t r u c t i v e  and c r e a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  i n  H e y s t ,  s i n c e  v o l c a n i c  

f i r e s  a r e  d e s t r u c t i v e ,  b u t  v o l c a n i c  e a r t h  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r ­

i l y  f e r t i l e .

O t h e r  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  e x ten d  o u r  i n s i g h t  

i n t o  H e y s t ' s  mixed c h a r a c t e r .  The n a r r a t o r  m e n t io n s  t h e  

p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Heyst  w i t h  " t h e  books l e f t  him by h i s  

f a t h e r "  (p .  2 ) ,  which h a u n t  h i s  i d e n t i t y  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o
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t h e  d e ta c h m e n t  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  made h i s  l i f e  a  s e r i e s  

o f  " a i m l e s s  w a n d e r in g s"  (p .  3)« N ex t ,  however ,  t h e  r e a d e r  

i s  c o n f u s e d .  How c o u ld  a  man o f  i n e r t i a  and a i m l e s s  wan­

d e r i n g  he  c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  a  " s t r i d e  fo rw a rd "  ( p .  3) "bo im­

p ro v e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  A l s o ,  how c an  t h e  r e a d e r  

r e c o n c i l e  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  be tw een  H eys t  as  " e n c h a n te d "  (p .  k) 
and as  a  " U t o p i s t "  ( p .  5) w i t h  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  " T h e r e ' s  

n o t h i n g  w o r th  knowing b u t  f a c t s "  (p .  5 ) ?  Conrad a p p a r e n t l y  

i s  l e a d i n g  one b a ck  t o  t h e  o p e n in g  s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

ambiguous c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and t h e  m y s t i c a l ,  o f  

in v o lv e m e n t  and d e ta c h m e n t .  Yes ,  a s  t h e  n a r r a t o r  c o n c l u d e s ,  

"There  i s  no r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  H ey s t  was i n  any way a 

f i g h t i n g  man" ( p .  6 ) .  But  t h e r e  a r e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  h i s  

l i f e  i s  n o t  t o t a l l y  i n e r t  o r  d i r e c t i o n l e s s  e i t h e r .

Such  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  made e x p l i c i t  a s  Conrad f o c u s e s  

t h e  n a r r a t i o n  on H e y s t ' s  in v o lv e m e n t  w i t h  M o r r i s o n ,  a  

t r a d e r  w i t h  " to o  much a l t r u i s m "  (p .  7 ) ,  a " t r u e  h u m a n i t a r ­

i a n  and r a t h e r  a s c e t i c  t h a n  o t h e r w i s e "  (p .  8 ) .  H e y s t  a c ­

c i d e n t a l l y  m e e ts  M o r r i s o n ,  who i s  i n  d e s p a i r  b e c a u s e  h i s  

b r i g  h as  been s e i z e d  and b e c a u s e  he has  no money t o  b a i l  i t  

o u t .  A t  f i r s t ,  n o t  knowing t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  H ey s t  i s  

m e r e ly  shocked  by  h i s  d i s t r e s s e d  lo o k  and m anner  and t h e n  

s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  h i s  d e p r e s s e d  m e n t a l  and e m o t io n a l  s t a t e .  

Heyst  m an ag es ,  th o u g h ,  t o  keep  h i s  d i s t a n c e ,  t o  c o n c e a l  

somewhat t h i s  sh o ck  and sym pa thy ,  b u t  he r e s p o n d s  more
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o p e n ly  when he  l e a r n s  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  a  c o n f i d e n c e  

game o f t e n  p u l l e d  by  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  H eys t  shocks  

M o r r i s o n  by l e n d i n g  him t h e  money; b u t  when M o r r i s o n  ex­

h i b i t s  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  o f  g r a t i t u d e ,  H eys t  t r i e s  t o  t o n e  

down h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t ; he  m e r e ly  wan ts  " t o  be o f  u s e "  (p .

1 2 ) .  Conrad t h e n  summarizes  t h i s  f a c e t  o f  H e y s t ' s  mode 

o f  i n v o l v e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t : "No d e c e n t  f e e l i n g  was e v e r  

s c o r n e d  by H e y s t .  But he was i n c a p a b l e  o f  ou tward  c o r d i ­

a l i t y  o f  m anner ,  and he f e l t  a c u t e l y  h i s  d e f e c t "  (p .  1 ^ ) .

Conrad a l s o  e f f e c t i v e l y  u s e s  M o r r i s o n  a s  a  c o n t r a s t  

t o  H ey s t  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  M o r r i s o n ' s  s e l f - d e n y i n g  t e n d ­

e n c i e s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  H e y s t ' s  t e n d e n c y  t o  be s e l f - p r o t e c t i v e .  

M o r r i s o n ' s  commitment t o  h i s  t r a d i n g  e n d e a v o r s ,  d e s p i t e  

h i s  l am en t  o v e r  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  make money, i s  t h e  

a n t i t h e s i s  on t h e  " u n a t t a c h e d ,  f l o a t i n g  e x i s t e n c e "  o f  

H e y s t  (p .  1 ^ ) .  H e y s t  em phas izes  t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e i r  e n c o u n t e r ,  w h i l e  M o r r i s o n  s e e s  i t  a s  a  f a c e t  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s a l  o r d e r  o f  d i v i n e  p r o v i d e n c e .  T h e i r  r a t i o n a l e s  

f o r  k e e p in g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and l o a n  a  s e c r e t  a l s o  r e f l e c t  

c h a r a c t e r  c o n t r a s t —M o r r i s o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  i n t e g r i t y ,  

H ey s t  t o  a v o id  p u b l i c i t y  a s  M o r r i s o n ' s  " h e a v e n ly  m essen ­

g e r "  (p .  15 )•  But t h i s  s e c r e c y  l e a d s  t o  a  rumor s p r e a d  by 

t h e  l o c a l  i n n k e e p e r  Schomberg t h a t  H e y s t  has  g r e a t  power 

o v e r  M o r r i s o n  and i s  d e v o u r i n g  him a s  a  s p i d e r  would a  

f l y .  T h is  i r o n i c  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  H e y s t ' s  i n v o lv e m e n t  and
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Sch om b erg 's  s l a n d e r i n g  o f  i t  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e s  my v iew ­

p o i n t  on j u s t  what  Conrad i s  s a y i n g  a b o u t  in v o lv e m e n t  and 

d e ta c h m e n t .  Conrad i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  

fo r m e r  i s  a lw ay s  v i r t u e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a lw ays  v i c e .

The i r o n i c  im p a c t  d eep en s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  as  

Schomberg a b u s e s  human n a t u r e ' s  " g e n e r a l  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  

b e l i e v e  an e v i l  r e p o r t , "  w h i l e  H ey s t  r e m a in s  " s e r e n e l y  

u n c o n s c io u s "  o f  t h a t  a b u se  ( p .  17 )•  When M o r r i s o n  im poses  

a  p a r t n e r s h i p  on H ey s t  i n  a  c o a l  m in in g  company o u t  o f  an 

e x c e s s i v e  s e n s e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n  and  t h e n  d i e s  on a  t r i p  home, 

one a s p e c t  o f  H e y s t ' s  emphasis  on d e ta c h m e n t  b lo s s o m s .  

In v o lv em en t  b r i n g s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and some f e a r  o f  " r e ­

p ro a c h "  (p .  18) i f  so m e th in g  goes  wrong.  Even th o u g h  

M o r r i s o n ' s  d e a t h  was f a r  from H e y s t ' s  f a u l t ,  Conrad u s e s  

Sch om b erg 's  rumor t h a t  H eys t  c aused  t h a t  d e a t h  t o  e x te n d  

o u r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  complex i n t e r - r e l a t e d n e s s  o f  in v o lv e m e n t  

and d e ta c h m e n t .  Conrad f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p s  t h i s  theme when 

he s h i f t s  f o c u s  and p r e s e n t s  C a p ta in  D a v i d s o n ' s  p o i n t  o f  

v iew  on H eys t  a s  i s l a n d  r e c l u s e ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  w h a r f  

r e a d i n g  one o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  b o o k s .  D av idson  had gone t o  

t h e  i s l a n d  s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  H eys t  wanted t o  l e a v e  a f t e r  t h e  

com pany 's  d em ise ;  b u t  H ey s t  t e l l s  him o f  h i s  " t a s t e  f o r  

s o l i t u d e "  (p .  2 3 ) ,  w h i l e  D av idson  n o t e s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  H ey s t  

s e e k s  t o  keep from o t h e r s — one c a n n o t  s p e a k  " f a m i l i a r l y "  

t o  h im .
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But t h e  M o r r i so n  e x p e r i e n c e  h as  wrough t  a t  l e a s t  one

s i g n i f i c a n t  change  i n  H e y s t ;  he i s  now "done w i t h  f a c t s "

(p ,  2^) b e c a u s e ,  as W righ t  n o t e s ,  he has  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he

can  no l o n g e r  s e p a r a t e  them from t h e  d e c e p t i v e  and em ot ion-
20c h a rg e d  c o n t e x t s  i n  which  he e x p e r i e n c e s  them. The 

M o r r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  comment t h a t  " a p p a r ­

e n t l y  H ey s t  was n o t  a h e r m i t  by tem p eram en t"  (p .  26) and 

h i s  f o r e b o d i n g  o f  th e  " t r o u b l e "  H e y s t ' s  i n c o m p l e t e  d e t a c h ­

ment from t h e  w o r ld  may b r i n g — a l l  s e r v e  t o  c l a r i f y  th e  

l o g i c  o f  H e y s t ' s  change r e g a r d i n g  f a c t s .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

Conrad a l s o  b r i n g s  us c l o s e r  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

H ey s t  and h i s  f a t h e r  by h a v in g  H e y s t  r e t u r n  to  t h e  m a in land  

t o  p i c k  up h i s  f a t h e r ' s  b e l o n g i n g s ,  most o f  which a r e  

bo o ks .  Conrad i n t e g r a t e s  t h i s  e v e n t  w i t h  H e y s t ' s  b e in g  

" to u c h e d "  by D a v i d s o n ' s  d eep  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  h i s  odd l i f e  

s i t u a t i o n .  . The j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  two o p p o s in g  i n ­

c i d e n t s  i s  a n o t h e r  way o f  p o i n t i n g  ou t  t h e  a m b iv a l e n t  

n a t u r e  o f  H e y s t ' s  c h a r a c t e r .

The f i f t h  c h a p t e r  s u s t a i n s  C o n r a d ' s  fo c u s  on David­

s o n ' s  v i e w p o i n t ,  b u t  t h i s  t im e  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  to  H e y s t ' s  

r e i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  h i m s e l f  on a  r a t i o n a l e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  

r e g a r d i n g  M o r r i s o n — t h e  r e s c u e  o f  Lena from a m i s e r a b l e  

e x i s t e n c e  and from Schom berg 's  l u s t f u l  c l u t c h e s .  A l l  t h i s  

comes i n  a  w e l l - d r a m a t i z e d  g r a d u a l  r e v e l a t i o n .  As Dav idson

20Wright, p. 101.
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s e e k s  Heyst  a t  Schom berg 's  h o t e l ,  he e n c o u n t e r s  an  ominous 

a tm o sp h e re  t h e r e — " s o l i t u d e ,  s h a d e ,  and  gloomy s i l e n c e - -  

and a  f a i n t ,  t r e a c h e r o u s  b r e e z e "  (p .  29 )•  D av idso n  i s  

c o n ce rn e d  t h a t  Heyst  i s  m i s s i n g  from t h e  h o t e l ,  b u t  Schom­

b e r g  d i s m i s s e s  t h a t  c o n c e rn  t o  h id e  h i s  em bar rassm en t  a t  

what has  o c c u r r e d .  D a v i d s o n ' s  sym pathy ,  a ro u s e d  by " t h e  

s o r d i d  c o n d i t i o n s  and b r u t a l  i n c i d e n t s "  (p .  3 2 ) c o n n e c te d  

w i t h  l a d y - o r c h e s t r a  t o u r i n g  g r o u p s ,  p r e p a r e s  f o r  H e y s t ' s  

a c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  Lena.

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Mrs .  Schomberg,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  

p e r m i t s  h e r  husband t o  t r e a t  h e r  w i t h  i n d i f f e r e n c e  and even 

d i s t a s t e ,  and t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  r e g a r d  h e r  as  "an  

au to m a to n ,  a  v e r y  p l a i n  dummy" (p .  3 3 ) — a l l  combine to  

c r e a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d r a m a t i c  i r o n y .  T h i s  o c c u r s  when D av idson  

l e a r n s  from h e r  o f  H e y s t ' s  r e s c u e  o f  t h e  g i r l  and when he 

i s  shocked  a t  h e r  r o l e  i n  e f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  e s c a p e .  Of 

c o u r s e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  l e a r n s  t h a t  she  was m e r e ly  a c t i n g  t o  

p r o t e c t  h e r  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  as  a  w i f e  b e c a u s e  Schomberg 

was s e e k i n g  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  o f  Lena. But Mrs. S c ho m b erg 's  

mixed c h a r a c t e r  h e i g h t e n s  t h e  d r a m a t i c  im pac t  o f  H e y s t ' s  

a m b i v a l e n t  c h a r a c t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as  D av idson  r e a c t s  w i t h  

d i s b e l i e f ,  d o u b t s  t h a t  Lena w i l l  be c o n t e n t  on Samburan,  

and v iews H e y s t ' s  a c t  as  "madness"  ( p .  37) • Mrs. Schom­

b e r g  ' s  a c t i o n s  a l s o  e x h i b i t  a n o t h e r  c a s e  i n  which  d e t a c h ­

ment can s u d d e n l y  s h i f t  t o  i n v o l v e m e n t .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,
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i d e n t i t y  i s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  w he reas  i n  H e y s t ' s  c a s e  a  t e m p e ra ­

m e n t a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  i s  a t  work.

Conrad t h e n  s h i f t s  h i s  r e v e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  h y p o c r i t i ­

c a l  and s e l f i s h  n a t u r e  o f  S ch o m b erg 's  v a l u e s .  P r e t e n d i n g  

a  c o n c e r n  f o r  " t h e  good name o f  h i s  house"  (p .  39)» Schom­

b e r g  now c u r s e s  H ey s t  o u t  o f  j e a l o u s y  and t h e n  t w i s t s  

H e y s t ' s  g oodness  t o  make i t  seem l i k e  s e l f i s h n e s s  and d e ­

c e i t .  Such t w i s t i n g  u n d e r s c o r e s  how H eys t  h i m s e l f  has 

a l lo w e d  h i s  n a t u r a l  p r o p e n s i t i e s  to w a rd  in v o lv e m e n t  t o  be 

t w i s t e d  t o  d e ta c h m e n t ,  e x c e p t  i n  s u c h  ex trem e  c a s e s  as 

t h o s e  o f  M o r r i s o n  and Lena.  A l th o u g h  t h e  s c a n d a l  was 

w i d e ly  d i s c u s s e d  and many t o o k  S c h o m b erg 's  s i d e ,  t h e  n a r ­

r a t o r  and D av idson  d i s c o u n t  any s e x u a l  m o t iv e  and c on c lu d e  

t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  "was i n  i t s  e s s e n c e  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  a  d i s ­

t r e s s e d  human b e in g "  (p .  4 2 ) .

We l e a r n  more a b o u t  H ey s t  and Lena t h r o u g h  D av idson

i n  c h a p t e r  s i x .  Upon c a l l i n g  D av idson  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  " to  

p r e s e r v e  a p p e a r a n c e s "  (p .  4 4 ) ,  H ey s t  s t r e s s e s  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e s c u e .  H is  s t a t e m e n t  " I  a l lo w e d  m y s e l f  

t o  be  tem p ted  i n t o  a c t i o n "  (p .  45) i m p l i e s  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  a l l  a c t i o n ,  a l l  i n v o lv e m e n t  i s  " s i n f u l "  p e r  s e .  Heyst  

i s  a l s o  c y n i c a l  b e c a u s e  " t h i s  wor ld  i s  e v i l  upon t h e  whole" 

(p* 4 5 ) ;  y e t  he r e i t e r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  " i n t e l l i g e n t  o b s e r v a ­

t i o n  o f  f a c t "  (p .  46)  i s  no l o n g e r  a  s a t i s f y i n g  r e f u g e  from

t h e  " s i n s "  o f  a c t i o n  and c y n ic i s m .  Conrad ,  however ,  n e v e r
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f a i l s  t o  b a l a n c e  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  de tachm en t  o f  Heyst  

w i t h  h i s  t e m p e r a m e n ta l  d r i v e  to w ard  in v o lv e m en t  i n  c a s e s  

i n  which h u m a n i t a r i a n  v a l u e s  prompt him, n o r  does he f a i l  

t o  j u x t a p o s e  t h i s  a m b iv a le n ce  w i t h  someone e l s e ' s  mode o f  

i n v o l v e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t ,

Here Mrs .  Schom berg’s d e f e n s e  of  " h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  

l i f e "  (p .  47)  i s  r e i t e r a t e d ,  w h i l e  Heyst  t e l l s  D av id so n  

t h a t  he a c t e d  b e c a u s e  L e n a ' s  p l i g h t  "was a  c a se  o f  od io u s  

p e r s e c u t i o n "  (p .  ^ 7 ) .  When Heyst  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  he  and 

Lena "can s a f e l y  d e f y  t h e  f a t e s  on t h e  i s l a n d "  ( p .  ^ 7 ) ,  

h i s  judgment  i s  more t h a n  an i r o n i c  f o r e b o d i n g  o f  t r a g i c  

e v e n t s .  I t  b r i n g s  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  f a c e t s  o f  H e y s t ' s  c h a r ­

a c t e r  i n t o  p a r a d o x i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  as t h e  r e a d e r  b e g in s  t o  

e x p e r i e n c e  them t h i s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  n o t  as c o n t r a d i c ­

t i o n s  b u t  a s  a  complex p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a l i t y ,  D a v i d s o n ' s  

c o n c l u d in g  rem a rk ,  "Funny n o t i o n  o f  d e f y i n g  t h e  f a t e s - - t o  

t a k e  a  woman i n  to w !"  (p ,  k?), f u r t h e r  h e i g h t e n s  t h e  d r a ­

m a t i c  im p a c t  o f  t h i s  r e a l i t y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  he i s  t h i n k i n g ,  

i s  n o t  a man e n t a n g l e d  w i t h  a  d i s t r e s s e d  woman t h e  h e i g h t  

o f  in v o lv e m en t?  M eanw hile ,  Schomberg k e e p s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  

a l i v e  w i t h  d i s t o r t i o n s ,  He te rm s  H e y s t ' s  p u r s u i t  o f  o u t -  

o f - t h e - w a y  f a c t s  " s p y i n g , "  c a l l s  H e y s t ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

M o r r i s o n  r o b b e r y  and m u rd e r ,  and s e e s  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  Lena 

a s  k i d n a p p i n g .
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P a r t  one o f  t h e  n o v e l  t h e n  ends  w i t h  an a p p a r e n t l y  

u n r e l a t e d  comment which  fo re sh ad o w s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  

a m o ra l  Jo n e s  and R ic a rd o ;  D av idson  s u s p e c t s  g a m b l in g  a t  

S ch o m b erg 's  p l a c e  and i s  amazed t h a t  Schomberg would p e r ­

m i t  i t .  T h i s  deve lo p m en t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  numerous s h i f t s  

i n  a c t i o n  t h a t  add an a u r a  o f  m y s t e r y  and s u s p e n s e  t o  t h e  

n o v e l  and t h a t  i n t i m a t e  t h e  f r a g m e n te d  n a t u r e  o f  knowledge 

and e x p e r i e n c e .

Conrad moves t o  t o t a l  o m n is c ie n c e  i n  p a r t  two and 

t h e r e b y  f r e e s  h i m s e l f  t o  t a k e  t h e  r e a d e r  d e e p l y  i n s i d e  

H e y s t ,  i n t o  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r e s c u i n g  Lena, and i n t o  t h e  

p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  s h a p i n g  h i s  v a l u e s .  

H ey s t  has  come t o  S c ho m berg 's  f u l l  o f  " t h o r o u g h  d i s e n c h a n t ­

m ent"  (p .  53) w i t h  l i f e  b e c a u s e  he has v i o l a t e d  h i s  vow o f  

d e ta c h m e n t  t h r o u g h  h i s  i n v o lv e m e n t  w i t h  M o r r i s o n .  He f e e l s  

"a  s o r t  o f  shame b e f o r e  h i s  own b e t r a y e d  n a t u r e "  (p .  53)*

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he has  e x p e r i e n c e d  f a i l u r e  once he d i d  become 

i n v o l v e d ,  a  f a i l u r e  t h a t  he compounds i n t o  g u i l t  o v e r  Mor­

r i s o n ' s  d e a t h .  But now, we d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t  i s  more t h a n  

h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n c e rn  t h a t  i s  g o in g  to  compel him t o  r e s c u e  

Lena .  His " t a s t e  f o r  s i l e n c e "  i s  overcome by a  " s e n s e  o f  

l o n e l i n e s s "  ( p ,  5*0 a t  t h e  v e r y  moment he i s  r e a d y  t o  r e ­

nounce  t h e  w o r ld  c o m p l e t e l y .  He i s  p l a g u e d  by " th e  shock  

o f  s h a r p  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t h a t  l a c e r a t e  o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 

o u r  f e e l i n g s "  ( p .  5^ ) •
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E n t e r i n g  S c h om berg 's  domain t o  q u e l l  h i s  shock ,  Heyst  

f i n d s  t h e  m u s i c a l  g ro u p  making t e r r i b l e  music  and h i s  

t e m p e ra m e n ta l  sympathy  moves him t o  p i t y  t h e  o r c h e s t r a  

l a d i e s  a s  " e x p l o i t e d ,  h o p e l e s s ,  d e v o id  o f  charm and g r a c e "  

(p .  5 8 ) .  T h i s  r e s p o n s e  i s  m e r e ly  a  p r e l u d e  t o  t h e  "im­

p u l s e "  t h a t  compels  him t o  i n v o lv e m e n t  w i t h  Lena.  F i r s t ,  

he o b s e r v e s  h e r  as  u n iq u e  among t h e  f l o c k ;  s e co n d ,  he s e e s  

h e r  b e i n g  a b u se d .  U l t i m a t e l y  he i s  " se d u ce d "  by t h e  "amaz­

in g  q u a l i t y "  o f  h e r  v o i c e  (p .  6 l ) .  The o b v io u s  l a c k  o f  

a n y t h i n g  t o  s i n g  a b o u t  i n  h e r  l i f e  p e n e t r a t e s  t o  t h e  p l a c e  

i n  H ey s t  "where o u r  u n e x p r e s s e d  l o n g i n g s  l i e "  (p .  6 l ) ,  At 

t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  C o n r a d ' s  v iew  t h a t  

one may t r y  t o  shape  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  f i t  p r e c o n c e i v e d  

n o t i o n s  o r  e x t e r n a l l y  imposed v a l u e s ,  b u t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i l l  

sometimes " l a c e r a t e "  them and l e a d  one i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i ­

r e c t i o n .

E v id e n ce  o f  t h i s  anomaly a p p e a r s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n e x t  

c h a p t e r  when Conrad p r e s e n t s  an i r o n y  r e l a t e d  t o  H e y s t :  

"Those dreamy s p e c t a t o r s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  a g i t a t i o n  a r e  t e r ­

r i b l e  once t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a c t  g e t s  h o ld  o f  them" (p .  6 3 ) .  

Conrad i s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h o s e  who p r a c t i c e  

ex treme d e ta ch m en t  a r e  o f t e n ,  i r o n i c a l l y  enough,  com pe l led  

by t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n s  t o  an e q u a l l y  ex t rem e  in v o lv e m e n t .

As W righ t  p o i n t s  o u t ,  H ey s t  g e t s  i n v o lv e d  i n  t h e  ex trem e  

and r e s p o n d s  m e l o d r a m a t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t
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i n v o lv e m e n t  b e c a u s e  he f a i l s  t o  p e r c e i v e  " t h a t  h i s  own 

s o l i t a r i n e s s  o f  mind l e t s  him i m a g i n a t i v e l y  e n t e r  t h e  minds 

o f  o t h e r s  who a r e  s i m i l a r l y  i s o l a t e d  and t h a t  t h a t  im a g in a ­

t i v e  c r e a t i o n  compels  him t o  i d e n t i f y  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e i r  

d e s t i n y , " 21

Conrad u s e s  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t o  p r e s e n t  th e  

b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  H ey s t  and Lena.

H ey s t  i s  overwhelmed w i t h  "immense s a d n e s s "  a s  sh e  t e l l s  

him o f  h e r  l i f e  i n  " th e  h o p e l e s s  g r i p  o f  p o v e r t y "  ( p ,  6^ ) .  

Her  a m b i v a l e n t  r e a c t i o n  t o  H eys t  r e f l e c t s  h i s  c o n f l i c t i n g  

p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s .  His " f r i e n d l i n e s s "  a t t r a c t s  h e r  a t  

f i r s t  b e c a u s e  she  has  n e v e r  had a f r i e n d ,  and she  l i k e s  h i s  

" q u i e t ,  p o l i s h e d  manner"  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t r a s t s  t o  Schom­

b e r g ' s  c o a r s e n e s s  and v u l g a r i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l a t e r  i n  

t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  Lena s e e s  a  c o ld  d e ta ch m en t  i n  H e y s t ,  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  manner  o f  s p e a k i n g  a s  i f  he were "amused 

w i t h  p e o p le "  (p ,  6 9 ) .

Conrad has  a l s o  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  h e r  mixed r e ­

a c t i o n s  t o  Heyst  w i t h  H e y s t ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  h i s  commit­

ment t o  d e ta c h m e n t  and t h e i r  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g  

f e e l i n g s  knowing h e r  e n g e n d e r s .  He s e e s  h e r  d e s p e r a t e  i n  

h e r  d e s p a i r  and c a n n o t  "d e fen d  h i m s e l f  from com pass ion"

( p ,  6 5 ) -  He s e n s e s  i n  h e r  sm i le  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  " d e c e iv e " ;

2^W rig h t ,  p , 103.  See a l s o  M orton  Z a b e l ,  "Conrad:  
Chance and R e c o g n i t i o n , "  Sewanee Review , 53 (19^5)» 15>



132

y e t  i t  "had g i v e n  him su c h  an  a r d o u r  t o  l i v e  which  was v e r y  

new t o  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e "  (p .  6 6 ) .  Her m ost  p o w e r f u l  e f f e c t ,  

t h o u g h ,  i s  t o  b l u r  t h e  m e n t a l  v i s i o n  t h a t  has  l e d  him t o  

ex t rem e  d e ta c h m e n t ,  t h a t  o f  " s e e i n g  l i f e  o u t s i d e  t h e  f l a t ­

t e r i n g  o p t i c a l  d e l u s i o n  o f  e v e r l a s t i n g  hope ,  o f  conven­

t i o n a l  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n ,  o f  an  e v e r - e x p e c t e d  h a p p in e s s "

( p .  6 7 )• I n  r e l a t i n g  to  h e r ,  he i s  no l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  em­

p l o y  " h i s  s k e p t i c a l  mind” t o  p r e v a i l  o v e r  h i s  " f u l n e s s  o f  

h e a r t , "  even  th ough  he r e a l i z e s  " t h a t  he  had engaged him­

s e l f  by a  r a s h  p r o m is e  t o  an  a c t i o n  b i g  w i t h  i n c a l c u l a b l e  

c o n se q u e n c e s"  (p .  6 8 ) .

A f t e r  g i v i n g  L e n a ' s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  H eys t  and h i s  r e ­

a c t i o n  t o  h e r ,  Conrad b e g in s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a b a s i s  f o r  

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  which  sh e  i s  t o  s e e k  f u l f i l l m e n t  

and t o  be i n s p i r e d  t o  in v o lv e m e n t  t h r o u g h  H e y s t ' s  l o v e .

H er  e a r l i e r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a  need  f o r  f r i e n d s h i p  and t e n d ­

e r n e s s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i m p l i e s  t h i s  mode o f  in v o lv e m e n t -  

d e ta c h m e n t .  But s h e  i n t e n s i f i e s  i t  when s h e  s a y s ,  " T h e r e ' s

n o t h i n g  so l o n e l y  i n  t h e  w or ld  a s  a  g i r l  who h as  g o t  t o

l o o k  a f t e r  h e r s e l f "  (p .  7 0 ) .  N e x t ,  a l t h o u g h  sh e  has  been

c a l l e d  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  sy m b o l ic  names o f  Alma f o r  s o u l  and

Magdelan  f o r  renewed s p i r i t ,  sh e  r e q u e s t s  him t o  name h e r  

and he d o e s ,  c a l l i n g  h e r  Lena.  I n  e s s e n c e ,  he i s  t o  g i v e  

h e r  a new i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  h i s  l o v e .  Knowing what he  does 

o f  H e y s t ,  t h e  r e a d e r  wonders i f  he w i l l  be  a b l e  to  p r o v i d e
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t h i s  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t .  C onrad ,  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  i r o n i c  

j u x t a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  n o v e l ,  a t  f i r s t  l e a d s  one t o  s u s p e c t  

he m ig h t ,  Heyst  r e a c h e s  a  s e n s e  o f  communion w i t h  h e r  when 

he t a k e s  h e r  hands  and "was a f f e c t e d ,  a lm o s t  s u r p r i s e d ,  t o  

f i n d  them so warm, so r e a l ,  so l i v i n g  i n  h i s  g r a s p "

( p ,  7 1 ) ,  But Conrad ends t h e  c h a p t e r  w i t h  H eys t  a l o n e ,  

h i s  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  once a g a i n  overwhelmed by "a 

sys tem  o f  r e s t l e s s  w and er in g s"  whereby he c o u ld  p a s s  

th r o u g h  l i f e  w i t h o u t  s u f f e r i n g  and a lm o s t  w i t h o u t  a  s i n g l e  

c a r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d - - " i n v u l n e r a b l e  b e c a u s e  e l u s i v e "  (p .  7 4 ) ,  

Conrad has a l s o  ended c h a p t e r  two t h i s  way a s  a 

l e a d - i n  t o  th e  n e x t  one ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  which  r e v e a l s  

t h e  r o o t s  o f  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o u t l o o k  and i t s  r e s u l t a n t  

d e ta c h m e n t .  H e y s t ' s  f a t h e r ,  a  n i h i l i s t i c  c y n ic  who advo­

c a t e d  a b s o l u t e  m o r a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  f reedom ,  had a 

t h r e e - y e a r  d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  on an  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  H e y s t ,  

who had n e v e r  known h i s  m o th e r ,  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  " p r o ­

found m i s t r u s t  o f  l i f e "  (p .  7 6 ) ,  an e x c e s s i v e  i n d u l g e n c e  

i n  t h o u g h t s  on t h e  c o s t  o f  i n v o lv e m e n t ,  and a  c h o i c e  t o  

d r i f t  a s  "my d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  l i f e "  (p ,  7 6 ) ,  I n  c o n t r a s t  

t o  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v iew ,  Lena s t a n d s  ou t  as  " t h e  most r e a l  

i m p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s  d e ta c h e d  e x i s t e n c e - - s o  f a r "  ( p .  7 6 ) ,

The r e a d e r ' s  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  Heyst  and h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

t o  Lena i s  su sp en ded  midway i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  and rem a ins  

su sp en d e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  f i v e  c h a p t e r s  o f  p a r t  two.  I n s t e a d ,
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Conrad r e t u r n s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  h y p o c r i t i c a l ,  s e l f i s h ,  

and now s e l f - d e l u d e d  Schomberg and t h e n  i n t r o d u c e s  the  

r e a d e r  t o  t h e  a m o ra l ,  s e n s u a l  e v i l  o f  R ica rd o  and t h e  

a m o ra l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e v i l  o f  J o n e s ,

S ch o m b erg 's  v iew  o f  Lena and how he c o n f r o n t s  l o s i n g  

h e r  t o  H eys t  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  c h a p t e r  

t h r e e .  S e n s in g  L e n a ' s  weak p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  a n d  b e in g  

s e l f - d e l u d e d  a b o u t  h i s  own " p e r s o n a l  f a s c i n a t i o n "  (p ,  77) t 

S c ho m berg 's  ego i s  d e a l t  a  s e v e r e  blow when Lena r e b u f f s  

h i s  a d v an c es  and when H ey s t  seems t o  w in  h e r  w i t h  a p p a r e n t  

e a s e .  T h i s  blow n o t  o n l y  compels  him t o  h e i g h t e n  h i s  a b u s e  

o f  Heyst  b u t  t o  d e v e lo p  a  d e s i r e  f o r  r e v e n g e  t h a t  i s  amen­

a b l e  t o  " r e c k l e s s  e x p e d i e n t s "  and t o  become open t o  "moral  

w eakness"  and c o r r u p t i o n  (p .  8 0 ) ,  Schom berg 's  c o n f r o n t a ­

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  overw helm ing  e v i l  powers o f  R ica rdo  and J o n e s  

i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  c h a p t e r s  o f  p a r t  two e v e n t u a l l y  m o t i v a t e s  

him t o  combine a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  t r a i t s  a s  a  means of  g e t ­

t i n g  r i d  o f  t h i s  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  and u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  p a i r  

and o f  g e t t i n g  back  a t  Heyst  and Lena. He does s o  by t e l l ­

i n g  R ic a rd o  t h a t  Heyst  has  much money h id d e n  on Samburan 

and by r e i n f o r c i n g  h i s  l i e  w i t h  a  summary o f  a l l  h i s  p r e ­

v io u s  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  H e y s t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  and a c t i o n s .  His  

m o t i v a t i o n s  a r e  so  s t r o n g  t h a t  Schomberg becomes e l o q u e n t  

and h i g h l y  p e r s u a s i v e ,  e a s i l y  a b l e  to  overwhelm a l l  Ri­

c a r d o ' s  a p p r e h e n s i o n s . Schomberg even d e t a i l s  how t o  g e t
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t o  Samburan and a g r e e s  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  means,  

Conrad ends  p a r t  two w i t h  t h e  v o l c a n o  as  a p a r a d o x i c a l  

symbol t o  fo re sh ad o w  t h a t  b o th  d e s t r u c t i o n  and c r e a t i o n  

a r e  g o in g  t o  o c c u r  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  scheme.

But t h e s e  l a s t  f i v e  c h a p t e r s  o f  p a r t  two a l s o  d e t a i l  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  J o n e s  and R ica rd o  t h a t  a r e  go in g  

to  a f f e c t  H eys t  and Lena when t h e  f o u r  come t o g e t h e r  on 

t h e  i s l a n d ,  A s i c k l y  "g en t lem a n  a t  l a r g e "  (p .  85)  who 

a b h o r s  women, " p l a i n  Mr. J o n e s "  (p .  85) a c t s  w i th  co ld  

c a l c u l a t i o n  upon a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  w h ich  "he 

depends  upon h i m s e l f ,  a s  i f  t h e  w o r ld  were  s t i l l  one g r e a t ,  

w i ld  j u n g l e  w i t h o u t  law" (p ,  9^)* Conrad employs t h e  

images  o f  " s t a r v e d  s p e c t r e "  (p .  98) and "wicked g h o s t "

(p .  100) t o  s u g g e s t  J o n e s ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e v i l .

While  J o n e s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r a t i o n a l e  and 

does  most o f  t h e  p l o t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  a d v e n t u r e s ,  R ica rd o  

" s e r v e s "  him by d i s c o v e r i n g  a d v e n t u r e s  t o  b r i n g  J o n e s  o u t  

o f  h i s  p e r i o d i c  f i t s  o f  l a z i n e s s  and boredom and by  do ing  

much o f  t h e  d i r t y  work i n  t h e i r  p l o t s ,  R ica rdo  i s  a  p u re  

a m o r a l i s t  who t a l k s  e i t h e r  n o n c h a l a n t l y  o r  p l e a s u r a b l y  o f  

k i l l i n g .  As R ic h a rd  C u r i e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  i n  R i c a r d o ' s  eyes 

man e x i s t s  t o  be e x p l o i t e d ,  w h i l e  human l i f e  i s  " t h e  m e r e s t
pp

t r i f l e . "  R ica rdo  h i m s e l f  a t t r i b u t e s  h i s  t r a i t s  t o  a l a c k  

o f  t a m e n e s s ,  I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  su ch  a  l a c k  i s  a l u s t  f o r

22 J o s e p h  Conrad and h i s  C h a r a c t e r s  ( F a i r  Lawn, N . J . : 
E s s e n t i a l  Books,  1958) ,  p ,  2^-9.
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s e n s u a l  power and w i l d n e s s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n t i m a t i n g  

s e n s u a l  e v i l  when Conrad l i k e n s  R ica rdo  t o  "an enormous 

s a v a g e  c a t "  ( p .  10*0, R ica rd o  t a k e s  an e q u a l l y  i r o n i c  

p r i d e  i n  h i s  commitment t o  J o n e s  as  a  "gen t lem an"  b e c a u s e  

t h e  l a t t e r  i s  c l e v e r ,  h a s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  lo o k  and m anner ,  

and r e a c t s  c a l m l y  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .

P u t t i n g  R ica rd o  and Jo n e s  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  r e a d e r  can 

s e e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  S ch o m b erg 's  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

" i n d e e d  w e l l  matched  i n  t h e i r  enormous d i s s i m i l a r i t y ,  i d e n ­

t i c a l  s o u l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i s g u i s e s "  (p .  1 0 8 ) .  Conrad a l s o  

u s e s  Schomberg t o  im p ly  t h a t  t h e i r  modes o f  in v o lv e m e n t -  

d e ta ch m en t  a r e  a t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  end o f  a  continuum o f  w o r t h .  

D e s p i t e  h i s  own i m m o r a l i t y ,  h y p o c r i s y ,  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  and 

s e l f - d e l u s i o n ,  Schomberg i s  g i v e n  s u f f i c i e n t  m o ra l  s e n s e  

t o  be  a p p a l l e d  a t  R ic a rd o  and J o n e s ' s  a m o r a l i t y  and d i s ­

r e s p e c t  f o r  l i f e ,  and Schomberg can  s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  o f  o b v i o u s l y  immoral  a c t s .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  c h a p t e r s  o f  p a r t  t h r e e ,  Conrad 

s h i f t s  t h e  f o c u s  back  t o  H eys t  on t h e  i s l a n d  and p r o v i d e s  

f u l l e r  deve lopm ent  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  im p a c t  on 

him. He a l s o  p r e s e n t s  Wang, t h e  s e r v a n t  t o  Heyst  whose 

a u tom ato n  p rag m a t ism  i s  b u t  a n o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  v i c ­

t i m i z e s  Heyst  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  be  d e t a c h e d .  L e n a ' s  c h a r ­

a c t e r  i s  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p ed  i n  t h i s  h a l f  o f  p a r t  t h r e e  a s  

H e y s t ’s a m b iv a le n ce  l e a d s  h e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  a t  which  sh e  i s
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u n c e r t a i n  t h a t  he can  m ee t  h e r  n e e d s ,  even  th o u g h  she  i s  

d e e p l y  com m itted  t o  him. I n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h i s  

p a r t ,  Conrad e f f e c t i v e l y  b l e n d s  J o n e s  and R ic a rd o  i n t o  t h e  

complex r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  H eys t  and Lena and u s e s  Wang 

t o  c o m p l i c a t e  H e y s t ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  e v i l  duo. 

I n t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  d r a m a t i c  deve lop m en ts  Conrad i n t e g r a t e s  

many o f  h i s  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  t r a g i c  n a t u r e  o f  human ex- 

p e r i  e n ce .

I n  t h e  o p e n in g  c h a p t e r  Heyst  i s  p r a c t i c i n g  " s o l i t a r y  

m e d i t a t i o n "  (p .  1^1) i n  an  a t t e m p t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  v a c ­

i l l a t i o n  be tw een  t h e  d e ta ch m en t  h i s  f a t h e r  had imposed and 

h i s  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  to w ard  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i n v o lv e m e n t .  The 

i s l a n d  i s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  b e c a u s e ,

as  K a r l  n o t e s ,  i t s  m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  d e s o l a t e  and t h e  i d y l l i c
23r e f l e c t s  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  " H e y s t ' s  own d e s i c c a t e d  s p i r i t . "

I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  where  much o f  h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  de ta ch m en t  

has  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  H eys t  c a n n o t  s e e  what r e a l l y  makes him b e ­

come i n v o l v e d ,  b u t  a t t r i b u t e s  i t  t o  h a v in g  "a  l o t  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  Adam" (p .  1^-1) i n  h i m s e l f .  Adam h e r e  i s  sym bo l ic  

o f  " A c t i o n - - t h e  f i r s t  t h o u g h t ,  o r  p e rh a p s  t h e  f i r s t  im­

p u l s e ,  on e a r t h "  (p .  1 ^ 2 ) .

As an  im p e tu s  to w a rd  a v o i d i n g  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and 

to w a rd  making h i s  l i f e  "a  m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  a l o o f n e s s "  (p .

1 4 2 ) ,  H eys t  r e c o l l e c t s  t h e  d e a t h - b e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  h i s

^Karl, pp, 263-264.
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f a t h e r  i n  which  he was t o l d  " to  c u l t i v a t e  t h a t  form o f  

con tem pt  which  i s  c a l l e d  p i t y "  and t o  "Look on--make no 

sound" (p .  1 4 2 ) .  P e e l i n g  s o r r y  f o r  o t h e r s  i s  "contemp­

t u o u s "  b e ca u se  i t  a l l o w s  one t o  d e t a c h  h i m s e l f  from a 

g e n u in e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a b s u r d i t y  and m e a n i n g l e s s ­

n e s s  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  d e a t h ,  t h e  young Heyst  u n d e r s t a n d s  

a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f u n e r a l ,  t h a t  makes m a n 's  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

t o  t h e  world  r i d i c u l o u s  and w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  Heyst  c h o o ses  d e ta c h m e n t  t o  a v o id  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i th  

su ch  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The " s o u l "  i n  t h e  t h i n g s  h i s  f a t h e r  

l e f t  him c o n t i n u e s  t o  d o m in a te  Heyst  d e s p i t e  h i s  e x p e r i ­

en ces  a lo n g  " t h e  b r o a d ,  human p a th  o f  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s "

(p .  144) and d e s p i t e  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  " s p i r i t u a l  

s t a r v a t i o n "  (p .  145) D av id so n  f e a r e d  he would e v e n t u a l l y  

s u f f e r .

A f t e r  t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  H e y s t ' s  e n ig m a t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  

Conrad p r e s e n t s  Wang, a  c h a r a c t e r  s i m p le  and d i r e c t  a s  a  

s e r v a n t ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  an i n e x p l i c a b l e  m y s t i q u e ,  a  d i s ­

t a n c e  from h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n c e r n s  u n l i k e  t h e  h y p o c r i s y  o f  

Schomberg, t h e  a m o r a l i t y  o f  R ica rd o  and J o n e s ,  o r  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  d e ta ch m en t  o f  H e y s t .  Conrad 

summarizes  t h i s  m y s t iq u e  when he has  H ey s t  envy " t h e  

Ch inam an 's  o b e d ie n c e  t o  h i s  i n s t i n c t s ,  t h e  p o w e r f u l  s im­

p l i c i t y  o f  p u r p o s e  w h ich  made h i s  e x i s t e n c e  a p p e a r  a lm o s t  

a u to m a t i c  i n  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  p r e c i s i o n  o f  f a c t s "  ( p .  1 4 8 ) ,
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I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  " p r a c t i c a l  and a u t o m a t i c "  q u a l i t i e s  

(p-  1 5 0 ) ,  e v i d e n t  i n  Wang's  commandeering t h e  keys  and 

i s o l a t i n g  h i m s e l f  and h i s  w i f e  on a  l i t t l e  g a rd e n  p l o t ,  

fo re sh ad o w  a c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  be u n f a v o r a b l e  t o  H ey s t  i n  

h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  R ica rd o  and J o n e s ,  Wang w i l l  b e ­

come i n v o l v e d  o n l y  on t h e s e  l e v e l s ,  n e v e r  on a  p e r s o n a l  

and i n t i m a t e  b a s i s ,  and o n l y  when t h e r e  i s  no t h r e a t  t o  

h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  C h a p te r  two i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a t t e r  o n e ,  a s  Wang o b s e r v e s  H ey s t  w i t h  t h e  

g i r l  and c o n s i d e r s  " t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  good 

and e v i l  which  had t o  be  w a tched  f o r  w i t h  p ru d e n c e  and 

c a r e "  ( p .  151) b e c a u s e  h e r  a r r i v a l  i s  a  m y s t e r i o u s  and 

u n u s u a l  e v e n t .

C h a p te r  t h r e e  f o c u s e s  on L e n a ' s  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t - 

d e ta ch m en t  t h r o u g h  h e r  r e s p o n s e s  to  H e y s t ' s  r e v e l a t i o n s  

ab o u t  h i s  d e t a c h e d  p e r s p e c t i v e .  E q u a l ly  i m p o r t a n t ,  th o u g h ,  

a r e  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  what t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e  o f  

C o n r a d ' s  o u t l o o k  on H e y s t ,  F o r  example ,  Conrad has  p r e v ­

i o u s l y  s a i d  t h a t  Heyst  i s  by n a t u r a l  tem peram ent  a  humani­

t a r i a n .  Now he comments t h a t  H ey s t  " c o u ld  n o t  h e l p  b e in g  

t e m p e r a m e n t a l l y ,  from lo n g  h a b i t  and s e t  p u r p o s e ,  a  s p e c ­

t a t o r  s t i l l "  ( p .  1 5 2 ) .  P a u l  L, W iley  seems a c c u r a t e  i n  

p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  " a r t i f i c i a l i t y "  o f  t h i s  " tem peram ent"  

as  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  Heyst  " t h e  f a l s e  h e r m i t ,  h i s  i d e a l s  b e l i e d
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by h i s  s e n s e s . "  H e y s t ' s  i n n e r  war  b e tw een  t h i s  a r t i f i ­

c i a l  d e ta ch m en t  and h i s  n a t u r a l  im p e tu s  tow ard  in v o lv e m en t  

i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  d r a m a t i z e d  when he  must  c o n f r o n t  Lena o p e n ly  

a s s e r t i n g  h e r  dependency  on him f o r  h e r  i d e n t i t y .  F i r s t ,  

he s e e s  a s  a  " r e p r o a c h "  h e r  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  i f  he were to  

s t o p  t h i n k i n g  o f  h e r  sh e  would c e a s e  t o  e x i s t .  The prob lem  

i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  b e c a u se  w i t h  e ac h  moment o f  communion " sh e  

seemed t o  abandon  so m e th in g  o f  h e r s e l f  t o  him" (p .  155)*

On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  h e r  a b d i c a t i o n  o f  s e l f - r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

p a r a l l e l s  t h e  d e tach m en t  o f  H e y s t ,  b u t  h e r  i d e n t i t y  i s  n o t  

t h a t  s i m p l e .  Conrad,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  q u e s t i o n s  w h e th e r  t h a t  

a b d i c a t i o n  i s  " s t u p i d i t y  o r  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  weakness o r  

f o r c e — o r  s im p ly  an abysm al  e m p t i n e s s ,  r e s e r v i n g  i t s e l f  

even i n  moments o f  co m p le te  s u r r e n d e r "  (p .  1 5 8 ) .  E v en tu ­

a l l y  Conrad i n t e g r a t e s  a l l  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  Lena, 

b u t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  c h a p t e r  t h r e e  Conrad r e t u r n s  t o  Heyst  

and h as  Heyst  r e v e a l  t o  Lena more o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  i n f l u ­

e n ce .  Heyst  a l s o  t e l l s  h e r  h i s  v iew  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  M o r r i s o n .  O b v io u s ly ,  t h e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  Lena a r e  g o in g  

t o  come m a in ly  from h e r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  and 

a c t i o n s  o r  i n a c t i o n s  o f  H e y s t .

While  H ey s t  d i s p l a y s  some improvement i n  s e l f -  

knowledge i n  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  he a l s o  s e e k s  t o  r e t r e a t

^ ^ P a u l  L. W iley ,  C o n r a d ' s M easure  o f  Man (Madison: 
Univ .  o f  W isco n s in  P r e s s ,  195*0 » pp- 151-15^ .
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im p a c t  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  id e a s  and  even a s s e r t s  t h a t  "There  

i s  so m e th in g  o f  my f a t h e r  in  e v e r y  man who l i v e s  l o n g  

enough" (p .  l 6 l ) .  The p a r t  o f  t h a t  " so m e th in g "  emphas ized  

h e r e  i s  man s e e n  as " a n  u n f o r e s e e n  a c c i d e n t "  who c an no t  

p o s s i b l y  f i n d  enough j o y  and m ea n in g  i n  l i f e  t o  com pensa te  

him f o r  a l l  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  he m u s t  go t h r o u g h  t o  g e t  them. 

B ecause  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n  many p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c e  o n l y  a f t e r  

a  l i f e t i m e  o f  e f f o r t  came to  H e y s t  e a r l y ,  he cho se  t o  a v o id  

t h e  e f f o r t ,  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  joy a n d  meaning  i t  m ig h t  b r i n g ,  

and t h e r e b y  a v e r t  t h e  agony o f  t h e  g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  be tw een  

t h e  two.

T h is  p e r s p e c t i v e  causes  e v e n  H e y s t ' s  l i t t l e  s e l f -  

knowledge t o  t a k e  a d i s t o r t e d  d e p a r t u r e  when he f a i l s  to  

g i v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  em phas is  to  h i s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  m o t iv e s  i n  

h e l p i n g  M o r r i s o n .  I n s t e a d ,  he s p e a k s  t o t a l l y  as  h i s  f a t h e r  

m ig h t  have ,  s e e i n g  M o r r i s o n  as  " s o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  

t h e  g r e a t  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  Grea t  Jo k e "  ( p ,  1 6 3 ) and c l a i m i n g  

t h a t  he became i n v o l v e d  with  him b e c a u s e  "What c a p t i v a t e d  

h i s  f an c y "  ( p .  1 6 3 ) was t h a t  h e ,  t h e  ep i to m e  o f  d e ta c h m e n t ,  

s h o u l d  have b e en  c a l l e d  upon t o  a i d  a d i s t r e s s e d  p e r s o n ,  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  he th e n  c l a im s  t h a t  he i s  s t i l l  t h e  image o f  

h i s  f a t h e r ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  l a c k  o f  g e n iu s  and a l e s s e n i n g  o f  

s c o r n ,  d e s p i t e  what he  has j u s t  done f o r  Lena.  H is  o n ly  

u n d i s t o r t e d  a d m is s io n  i s  to  " su p p o s e "  t h a t  " t h e  s i g h t  o f



142

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r e s s  was d i s a g r e e a b l e  t o  me" (p .  1 6 4 ) ,  

The i r o n y  o f  H e y s t ' s  s e l f - d i s t o r t i o n s  r e a c h e s  i t s  h e i g h t  

when Conrad comments on how Lena gave  Heyst  " a  g r e a t e r  

s e n s e  o f  h i s  own r e a l i t y  t h a n  he had e v e r  known i n  a l l  h i s  

l i f e "  ( p .  1 6 4 ) .  P e r h a p s  H eys t  has  t r i e d  to  d i s t a n c e  him­

s e l f  from Lena w i t h  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  so t h a t  she  w i l l  n o t  

e x p e c t  t o o  much o f  him, so t h a t  sh e  w i l l  p r e p a r e  h e r s e l f  

t o  a c t  on h e r  own i f  n e c e s s a r y ,

Such d i s t a n c i n g  and L e n a ' s  r e s p o n s e s  t o  i t  r e a c h  a 

c l im ax  i n  c h a p t e r  f o u r ,  i n  which  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Mor­

r i s o n  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  H eys t  becoming d e f e n s i v e  as  Lena b e ­

comes more open a b o u t  h e r  n e e d s ,  Conrad e f f e c t i v e l y  

i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  a s s e r t i o n s  and r e s p o n s e s  

t o  d r a m a t i z e  t h e  a m b iv a le n c e  i n  t h e i r  modes o f  i n v o l v e -  

m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t , F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  H eys t  d i s p l a y s  f a c e t s  o f  

h i s  n e e d s  and m o t i v a t i o n s  when he t a k e s  p r i d e  i n  h i s  mas­

c u l i n e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  woman and when he a d m i t s  a s e n s i ­

t i v i t y  t o  M o r r i s o n ' s  d e l i c a t e  f e e l i n g s  and h i s  e f f o r t  n o t  

to  damage them, Lena,  m eanw hi le ,  has  r e sp o n d ed  t o  H e y s t ' s  

e a r l i e r  r e v e l a t i o n s  w i t h  "an i r r e s i s t i b l e  d e s i r e  t o  g i v e  

h e r s e l f  up t o  him more c o m p l e t e l y ,  by some a c t  o f  a b s o l u t e  

s a c r i f i c e "  (p .  1 6 8 ) ,  S in c e  t o  h e r  H ey s t  seems so dehuman­

i z e d ,  "a  s t r a n g e  b e i n g  w i t h o u t  n e e d s "  (p ,  1 6 6 ) ,  she  s e n s e s  

t h a t  t h i s  a c t  may be  t h e  o n l y  way t o  win h i s  lo v e  and s u b ­

s e q u e n t  commitment t o  h e r .  I n  a n sw er  t o  C o n r a d ' s  q u e r y
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i n t o  h e r  m o t i v e s ,  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Lena may t h e r e b y  be  a b l e  

t o  f i l l  h e r  "abysm al  e m p t i n e s s , "  w h i l e  employing  i n s p i r a ­

t i o n  and f o r c e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  overcome h e r  e x p e r i ­

e n t i a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  h e r  w e ak nesses  and h e r  f e a r s .

Her  im p e tu s  tow ard  su c h  a c t i o n  i s  m o m e n ta r i ly  q u e l l e d ,  

t h o u g h ,  when H eys t  r e i t e r a t e s  h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  " rem a in  

f r e e  from t h e  a b s u r d i t i e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e "  ( p .  1 6 6 ) ,  b u t  ad ­

m i t s  t h a t  l i f e  has  a  way o f  p r o v o k i n g  i n v o lv e m e n t .  He a l s o  

a d m i t s  t h a t  when he does  become i n v o l v e d  he becomes com­

m i t t e d  t o o ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  commitment— " T r u t h ,  

work ,  a m b i t i o n ,  l o v e  i t s e l f " — a r e  p e r h a p s  " o n ly  c o u n t e r s  

i n  t h e  l a m e n t a b l e  o r  d e s p i c a b l e  game o f  l i f e "  (p .  1 6 7 ) .  

W hile  somewhat u p l i f t e d  h e r e ,  Lena i s  h u r t  by H e y s t ' s  

b e l i e f  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  s h a r e  deep  communions w i t h  

o t h e r s ;  t h e r e  can o n l y  be " a p p e a r a n c e s "  ( p .  1 6 7 ) .  She i s  

m os t  sh o c k ed ,  however ,  when H eys t  m e n t io n s  M o r r i s o n  by 

name f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  b e c a u s e  s h e  had h e a r d  S chom berg 's  

d i s t o r t i o n s  a b o u t  H e y s t ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M o r r i s o n  back 

a t  t h e  h o t e l .

The p u z z l e  o f  H e y s t ' s  c h a r a c t e r ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  L e n a ' s  

f e a r s  and w e a k n e s s e s ,  d i s o r i e n t s  h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  on H e ys t ;  

s h e  i s  n o t  s u r e  whom to  b e l i e v e .  Above a l l ,  sh e  s e e s  h e r ­

s e l f  a s  a n o t h e r  M o r r i s o n  i n  H e y s t ’s  l i f e  and f e a r s  t h a t  

"he sh o u ld  grow w eary  o f  t h e  b u rd e n "  (p .  1 7 2 ) .  H e y s t  h a s ,  

a f t e r  a l l ,  s a i d  t h a t  what he d i s l i k e d  most  a b o u t  M o r r i s o n
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was " t h a t  he c o u ld  do n o t h i n g  w i t h o u t  me" (p .  1 6 6 ) ,  And 

has  sh e  n o t  r e v e a l e d  h e r  g r e a t  dependency  upon H eys t?  The 

t a l k  was,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  he had m urdered  M o r r i s o n .  M igh t  

he n o t  do t h e  same t o  he r?  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  she i s  com m it ted  

t o  H eys t  and must  b e l i e v e  i n  him, b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  d o u b t s  

and f e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s t r a n g e  o u t l o o k .

Heyst  h i m s e l f ,  m eanw hi le ,  s e e s  i n  h e r  comments and 

r e a c t i o n s  t h e  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  and 

y e t  he r em a in s  w i t h  h e r  even when she  r e q u e s t s  him t o  

l e a v e .  H ey s t  i s ,  on t h e  one ex trem e ,  a  m e lo d ra m a t i c  i d e a l ­

i s t  who f e e l s  f r u s t r a t e d  o v e r  t h e  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  and im­

p e r f e c t i o n s  o f  l i f e .  He s e e s  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  i n  h i s  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  Lena o r  to  e n t e r  i n t o  a  s t r o n g  

communion w i t h  h e r ,  t h e  p a i n  o f  which i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  b e ­

c a u s e  she  h a s  b ro k en  i n t o  h i s  h e a r t  and made him v u l n e r a b l e  

t o  "shame, a n g e r ,  s t u p i d  i n d i g n a t i o n s ,  s t u p i d  f e a r s - -  

s t u p i d  l a u g h t e r ,  s t u p i d  a c t i o n s "  (p .  1 7 2 ) .  Now he f e e l s  

i m p e r f e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  sh e  has  doub ts  a b o u t  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  and 

may n e v e r  be  a b l e  t o  have co m p le te  f a i t h  i n  him. T h is  d u a l  

i m p u r i t y  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i s ,  f o r  H eys t ,  what  makes l i f e ' s  

g i f t s  "a  d e l u s i o n  and a s n a r e "  (p .  17^)* On t h e  o t h e r  e x ­

t r e m e ,  H ey s t  s e e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  p a s s i o n l e s s  man, one who has  

n e v e r  k i l l e d  o r  lo v e d  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  v i c a r i o u s l y .  P a s ­

s i o n l e s s  and i d e a l i s t i c ?  These  a r e  h i s  ex t rem es  a s  he s e e s  

h i m s e l f ,  b u t  i n  r e a l i t y  H eys t  p o s s e s s e s  a  s u p p r e s s e d
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p a s s i o n  f o r  j u s t i c e  and lo v e  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  a t  t im e s  

h i s  f a t h e r ’s p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  and t h e  i d e a l s  t h a t  

accompany i t .  T h i s  p o t e n t i a l  p a s s i o n  f o r  j u s t i c e  and lo v e  

may he what c a u s e s  him t o  be h u r t  by t h e  i r o n y  he s e e s  i n  

Schom berg 's  l i e s  and d i s t o r t i o n s  and t o  draw c l o s e r  to  

Lena,  n o t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  b e a u t y  b u t  b e c a u s e  "she  has  

a  s p e c i a l  g r a c e  i n  t h e  i n t i m a c y  o f  l i f e  . . . t h e  s e c r e t  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w h ich  e x c i t e s - - a n d  e s c a p e s "  (p .  1 7 7 ) .

Conrad has  w r i t t e n  e l s e w h e r e ,  "Wherever  he s t a n d s ,  

a t  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o r  end o f  t h i n g s ,  a  man has t o  s a c r i f i c e  

h i s  gods to  h i s  p a s s i o n s  o r  h i s  p a s s i o n s  t o  h i s  g o d s , "

By e m p h as iz in g  t h e  ex trem es  o f  i d e a l i s m  and p a s s i o n l e s s ­

n e s s  i n  H e y s t ,  Conrad c l e a r l y  makes t h i s  c o n f l i c t  c e n t r a l  

t o  H e y s t ' s  mode o f  i n v o l v e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t . Lena f u r t h e r  

a c c e n t u a t e s  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  i n  H ey s t  i n  c h a p t e r  f i v e  when 

s h e  s e d u c t i v e l y  i m p l o r e s  him t o  lo v e  h e r  f o r  h e r s e l f  and 

o n l y  f o r  h e r s e l f  i n  a  l i f e t i m e  commitment.  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  

i s  what H e y s t ' s  p a s s i o n  t e l l s  him to  do ,  b u t  h i s  t h o u g h t s  

and f e e l i n g s  a r e  i n  f l u x .  He i s  b o th  d i s t u r b e d  by a l a c k  

o f  knowledge and  i n t u i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  women and to rm e n te d  by 

t h e  ex trem es  o f  h i s  f e e l i n g s  r e g a r d i n g  h e r ,  ex t re m e s  t h a t  

s tem  from " t h e  i m p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s "  (p .  1 8 3 ) .

He d e s i r e s  " h e r  c o n s t a n t  n e a r n e s s " ;  b u t  when s h e  i s  n o t  

n e a r ,  she  becomes "so vagu e ,  so e l u s i v e  and i l l u s o r y "  

o<
- '"Henry James:  An A p p r e c i a t i o n , "  p .  16,
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(p .  1 8 3 ) .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  when dom ina ted  by h i s  p a s s i o n s ,

H ey s t  f i n d s  l i f e ' s  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  p r o m p t in g  in v o lv e m e n t  

r a t h e r  t h a n  l e s s e n i n g  i t .  Such d o m in a t io n  does  n o t  p r e ­

v a i l ,  however ,  a s  Heyst  r e t r e a t s  f rom " i n t e l l e c t u a l  im­

p r e s s i o n s  . . . r e f l e c t e d  i n  movements o f  c a r n a l  em ot ions"  

(p .  180) t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  books and t o  t h e  d ic tu m  t h a t  "Of 

t h e  s t r a t e g e m s  o f  l i f e  t h e  most  c r u e l  i s  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n  

o f  l o v e "  (p .  1 8 0 ) .

Such v a c i l l a t i o n ,  a s  i t  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  t h e  s i n g l e -  

minded a m o r a l i t y  o f  R ica rdo  and J o n e s ,  i s  b u t  one i m p l i c a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  H e y s t  i s  g o i n g  to  have w i t h  them i n  

t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  p a r t  f o u r .  A n o th e r  i s  h i s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  

i r o n i c  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  " N o th in g  can  b r e a k  i n  on us  h e re "

(p .  1 8 4 ) .  But t h e  m a jo r  f o r e w a r n i n g  o c c u r s  when H eys t  

r e a d s  a  p a s s a g e  from h i s  f a t h e r ' s  w r i t i n g  w h ich  a d m i t s  t h a t  

men w i t h  " c r i m i n a l  i m a g i n a t io n "  have  a g r e a t e r  a w aren es s  o f  

l i f e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  "a  p e a c e f u l ,  r e s i g n e d  c a s t "  (p .  I 8 l ) .  

H eys t  S e n i o r  a l s o  a s s e r t s  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  " i t  i s  e a s i e r  

t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  m i s f o r t u n e  o f  mankind t h a n  i n  i t s  w icked­

n e s s "  (p .  1 8 1 ) .  I n  an e a r l i e r  r em a rk ,  Heyst  h i m s e l f  a c ­

knowledges  h i s  " g r e a t  d e l i c a c y  i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  inhuman 

e v i l "  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  L e n a ' s  e x p r e s s e d  f e a r  o f  "w ic k e d n e ss"  

(p .  179)* But Conrad l e a d s  me t o  s u r m is e  t h a t  t h i s  f e a r  i s  

s e c o n d a r y  t o  L e n a ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  win H e y s t ' s  l o v e  

t h r o u g h  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y .



1^7

H e y s t ' s  a m b i v a l e n t  c h a r a c t e r  and h i s  l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and h a n d le  e v i l ,  L e n a ' s  im pe tus  to w a rd  win­

n i n g  lo v e  t h r o u g h  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  and t h e  am ora l  e v i l  o f  

R ica rdo  and J o n e s  come t o g e t h e r  i n  p a r t  f o u r  t o  c o m p le te  

C o n r a d ' s  i d e a s  on t h e  t r a g i c  d im e n s io n s  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e  

and to  b a l a n c e  them w i t h  an a u t h o r i a l  v i s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p o s i ­

t i v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  c o n q u e r in g  o r  

t r a n s c e n d i n g  them . Conrad i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  

R ica rd o  and J o n e s  i s  g o in g  t o  c l im a x  i n  su ch  a b a la n c e d  

v i s i o n  when he h a s  t h e  a s t o n i s h e d  and b a f f l e d  H ey s t  r e c o l ­

l e c t ,  m ost  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  t h e  P o l y n e s i a n  myths " o f  amazing 

s t r a n g e r s ,  who a r r i v e  a t  an i s l a n d ,  gods o r  demons, b r i n g ­

in g  good o r  e v i l  t o  t h e  in n o c e n c e  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s — 

g i f t s  o f  unknown t h i n g s ,  words n e v e r  h e a rd  b e f o r e "  (p .  1 8 8 ) ,  

W ith  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  R ica rdo  and Jo n e s  i n  c h a p t e r  s e v e n  

o f  p a r t  t h r e e ,  Conrad b u i l d s  upon t h i s  i m p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

f i n a l  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h i s  p a r t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

drama o f  p a r t  f o u r .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  c h a p t e r  s e v e n  Conrad 

b l e n d s  w i t h  t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  chance  o r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e  i n  s h a p i n g  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  a s  he r e l a t e s  

how R ica rd o  and J o n e s  s u r v i v e d  o n l y  by lu c k  s i n c e  t h e  winds 

and c u r r e n t s  had th row n  them o f f  c o u r s e  and s i n c e  Schomberg 

had f i l l e d  one o f  t h e i r  j a r s  w i t h  s a l t  w a t e r .  E q u a l l y  im­

p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  H e y s t ' s  b a f f l e d  and d i s t u r b e d  

r e s p o n s e s  t o  R ica rd o  and J o n e s .  He does  n o t  know what t o
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make o f  R i c a r d o ' s  ab u se  o f  t h e  s e r v a n t  P ed ro  o r  o f  J o n e s ' s  

p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  a p p e a r a n c e s  and  h i s  e d u c a te d  b u t  l i f e ­

l e s s  v o i c e .

I n  c h a p t e r  e i g h t  H ey s t  a s s e r t s  m e r e ly  t h a t  " n o t h i n g  

p l e a s a n t "  (p .  20^)  can  come from t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  b u t  n e v e r ­

t h e l e s s  f e e l s  drawn c l o s e r  t o  Lena b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  "He no 

l o n g e r  b e lo n g e d  t o  h i m s e l f .  T h e re  was a  c a l l  f a r  more im­

p e r i o u s  and a u g u s t "  (p .  2 0 2 ) .  He vows t o  f o c u s  h i s  a t ­

t e n t i o n  on  h e r  and  away from t h e  new a r r i v a l s .  He i s  

d i s t u r b e d ,  th o u g h ,  by t h e  gap he s e e s  be tw een  them b e c a u s e  

d e s p i t e  h i s  r e v e l a t i o n s  sh e  c a n n o t  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e  " p e ­

c u l i a r  s t a g n a t i o n "  (p .  20^) i n h e r e n t  i n  him from h i s  l i f e  

o f  d e ta c h m e n t .  Lena c o n t r a s t s  t o  him i n  t h a t  h e r  a p p ro a c h  

to  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  more p o s i t i v e  and d e te r m in e d  t h a n  

h i s  and i s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to  t h e  s t r a n g e r s .  She w i l l  work 

t o  hold him as l o n g  as  s h e  can and n o t  a l l o w  h i s  s e l f ­

c o n ta in m e n t  to  i r r i t a t e  h e r  d e s p i t e  t h e  a b y s s  i t  sometimes 

p l a c e s  be tw een  them. Her  o u t l o o k  has a r i s e n  from a  jo y  

and m ean ing  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e .

The n i n t h  c h a p t e r  f i n d s  Lena s t i l l  w i t h o u t  c o n c e rn  

about  t h e  am ora l  duo, w h i l e  H e y s t ' s  f e a r s  mount when he 

d i s c o v e r s  h i s  r e v o l v e r  m i s s i n g  and c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  t h e  

p r a g m a t i c ,  a u to m ato n  Wang— who h a s  been  r u n n i n g  amuck i n  

obvious  d i s t r e s s  s i n c e  t h e  s t r a n g e r s '  a r r i v a l — h as  s t o l e n  

i t  to  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f .  Of c o u r s e ,  Heyst  does  n o t  t e l l  Lena
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n o c e n t  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  h i s  a p p r e h e n s i o n s .  The gap be tw een  

them i s  r e i t e r a t e d  when Lena r e a c t s  to  what  she  m i s i n t e r ­

p r e t s  a s  d i s t r u s t  o f  h e r ,  when i n  r e a l i t y  he i s  a s k i n g  h e r  

i f  she  saw Wang i n  t h e  room t h a t  n i g h t .  The f o c u s  o f  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  th ou g h ,  i s  on how t h i s  i n c i d e n t  h e i g h t e n s  H e y s t ' s  

g e n e r a l  s e n s e  o f  " t h e  g e n e r a l  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  o f  human l i f e "  

(p .  2 1 1 ) .  The o u t s i d e  w o r ld  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  t h r e a t  t o  

h i s  d e t a c h e d  i d e a l .  F i r s t ,  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  S c ho m berg 's  

s l a n d e r ,  n e x t  t h e  s t r a n g e r s '  a r r i v a l ,  now t h e  r e v o l v e r  

s t o l e n — a l l  p r o v i d e  a  " m ora l  s t a b  i n  t h e  back  . . . t h a t  so 

c r u e l l y  seemed t o  have t a k e n  some o f  h i s  s t r e n g t h  from him" 

(p .  2 1 3 ) '  The i m p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  h i s  im­

p e t u s  t o  p r o t e c t  Lena h a s  d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  a p a t h y  b e c a u se  

t h e  winds o f  f a t e  have blown to o  much o f  a  s to rm  i n  h i s  

d i r e c t i o n .

Conrad u s e s  R icardo  and J o n e s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r  o f  

p a r t  t h r e e  to  i l l u s t r a t e  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  i r o n i e s  how n a r ­

row p o i n t s  o f  v iew  based  on p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  and u n q u e s t i o n ­

i n g  f a i t h  i n  o t h e r s  can d i s t o r t  r e a l i t y  and l e a d  t o  human 

s u f f e r i n g .  He do es  so by f i r s t  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  " p a s s i v e  

r e n u n c i a t i o n "  o f  Heyst  w i t h  t h e  " a c t i v e  w a r e f a r e "  o f  R ica rdo  

and t h e n  by d e m o n s t r a t i n g  how b o t h  ex t re m e s  can  be  e q u a l l y  

b l i n d i n g .  While  Jo n e s  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  t r u t h  o f  S chom berg 's  

s t o r y ,  R ic a r d o — t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a  s i m p le ,  u n q u e s t i o n i n g  f a i t h
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i n  t h o s e  t o  whom he commits h i m s e l f — c o m p u l s i v e l y  a t t r i b ­

u t e s  H e y s t ' s  s e l f - p o s s e s s i o n  t o  a  g u i l t y  c o n s c i e n c e  and 

t h e  h id d e n  money. F o r  Conrad,  t h e  i r o n y  o f  b o t h  R ica rdo  

and J o n e s ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  a n a l y z i n g  Heyst  i s  "a  s t r i k i n g  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n t r u t h  o f  a p p e a r a n c e s ' '  ( p .  219)*

A f u r t h e r  i r o n y  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  r a t i o n a l e s  b e h in d  

t h e i r  commitment t o  t h e  v e n t u r e — Jo n e s  o u t  o f  mere boredom, 

R ica rd o  o u t  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n  t o  r e l i e v e  t h a t  boredom and o u t  

o f  h i s  own l u s t  f o r  a c t i o n .  L i f e  i s  n o t  " p r e c a r i o u s "  

enough u n d e r  norm al  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  5 men o f t e n  make i t  more 

so w i t h  t h e i r  a r b i t r a r y  c h o ic e s  and ju d g m e n ts .  At t h e  end 

o f  p a r t  t h r e e  R ica rdo  and J o n e s ' s  c o n f u s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  Heyst  d i s o r i e n t s  them t o  t h e  p o i n t  a t  which  

t h e  i r o n i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  s p e c u l a t i o n s  im p ly  t h e  t o t a l  

a b s u r d i t y  o f  what i s  h a p p e n in g .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  c an n o t  

r e c o n c i l e  H e y s t ' s  a t r o c i o u s  and tame " t r e a c h e r y "  (p .  221) 

w i t h  h i s  " a m o u r "  o f  " s o l i t u d e "  (p .  2 2 2 ) .  I s  he r e a l l y  

f r e e  "from common f e e l i n g s "  (p .  221 )?  I s  he " a  c o l d ­

b lo o d ed  b e a s t "  (p .  227 )?  W i l l  he  " s t a r t  p r a n c i n g  when one 

d i d n ’t  e x p e c t  i t "  (p .  227)?  J u s t  how a r t f u l  i s  H eys t?

B u i l d i n g  upon t h i s  r i d i c u l o u s  b u t  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  

Conrad e f f e c t i v e l y  b l e n d s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  

w i t h  p r o v o c a t i v e  i n s i g h t s  and i r o n i c  j u x t a p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  

f i n a l  p a r t  o f  V i c t o r y  to  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  v a r i e d  modes o f  

in v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  and t o  im p ly  an  u l t i m a t e  p e r s p e c t i v e
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on what  t h a t  i n t e g r a t i o n  means.  T h is  i n t e g r a t i o n  and i t s  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  w e l l  d r a m a t i z e d  by  v a r i o u s  f o c a l  s h i f t s  

t h a t  n o t  o n ly  c r e a t e  s u s p e n s e  b u t  i n t e r r e l a t e  t o  r e v e a l  

c h a r a c t e r  c o n f l i c t s  and m o t i v a t i o n s  and t h e i r  m eaning .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  Conrad b e g i n s  p a r t  f o u r  w i th  R i c a r d o ,  who i n  

f r u s t r a t i o n  o v e r  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  " s i z e  up" H ey s t  (p .  232) 

c r e a t e s  t h e  " i l l u s i o n "  t h a t  he can  r e a d  Lena r a t h e r  e a s i l y  

and t h e n  l o s e s  s e l f - c o n t r o l  and a t t a c k s  h e r .  But b e f o r e  

u n v e i l i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  c l a s h  be tw een  R ica rdo  and  Lena, Conrad 

u se s  Wang's  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  l e a v i n g  t o  im p ly  some t h i n g s  

abou t  H e y s t .  F i r s t ,  Wang views Heyst  a s  n o t  o n l y  " d i sa rm ed  

b u t  h a l f  v a n q u i s h e d "  ( p .  237)» r e i t e r a t i n g  t h a t  H e y s t ' s  

h a b i t u a l  de ta ch m en t  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t .  

Second,  Heyst  i s  "doomed" (p .  2 3 7 ) i  which  i m p l i e s  a key  

v i e w - - H e y s t  a s  a  v i c t i m  r a t h e r  t h a n  a b e n e f a c t o r .

Such a v i e w p o i n t  on Heyst  s e r v e s  t o  i n t e n s i f y  L e n a ' s  

r o l e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  H ey s t  as  i t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  h e r  

s t r u g g l e  w i t h  R i c a r d o .  She knows t h a t  H eys t  i s  d i sa rm e d ,  

t h a t  he i s  d e t a c h e d  and w i l l  t h u s  f i n d  a c t i o n  d i f f i c u l t ;  

she  ev en  s e n s e s  s o m e th in g  o f  t h e  i r o n y  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

But ,  u n l i k e  Wang, sh e  i s  drawn c l o s e r  t o  H ey s t  b e ca u se  o f  

them r a t h e r  t h a n  f a r t h e r  away; he ne ed s  h e r  l o v e  more t h a n  

he m ig h t  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  b u rd e n s  w e ig h in g  upon him. I n  con ­

t r a s t  t o  h e r  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Schomberg, Lena i s  i n s p i r e d  

a g a i n s t  R ica rd o  by more t h a n  " t h e  f o r c e  o f  i n s t i n c t "
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(p .  2 3 8 ) :  "She was no l o n g e r  a l o n e  i n  t h e  w o r ld  now. She 

r e s i s t e d  w i t h o u t  a  moment o f  f a l t e r i n g ,  b e c a u s e  sh e  was no 

l o n g e r  d e p r i v e d  o f  m o ra l  s u p p o r t ;  b e c a u se  s h e  was a  human 

b e in g  who c o u n te d ;  b e c a u se  sh e  was no l o n g e r  d e f e n d i n g  h e r ­

s e l f  a l o n e ;  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  had b e en  b o m  i n  

h e r — t h e  f a i t h  i n  a  man o f  h e r  d e s t i n y ,  and p e r h a p s  i n  

th e  Heaven which  had s e n t  him so w o n d e r f u l l y  t o  c r o s s  h e r  

p a th "  ( p .  2 3 8 ) .

T h e re  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o b v io u s  i r o n i e s  i n  t h i s  a s s e r ­

t i o n  i n  l i g h t  o f  how Heyst  has r e l a t e d  t o  h e r  t h u s  f a r ;  

i n  p a r t  i t  i s  one  o f  t h e  " i l l u s i o n s "  Conrad m en t io n ed  e a r ­

l i e r  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  hum an i ty .  At t h e  same t im e ,  

th o u g h ,  i t  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a c e t  o f  L e n a ' s  

c h a r a c t e r ,  a  p o s i t i v e  a p p ro a ch  t o  l i f e  t h a t  s e r v e s  t o  

c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  n e g a t i v i t y  o f  S cho m b erg 's  h y p o c r i s y  and 

s e l f i s h n e s s ,  o f  R ica rdo  and J o n e s ' s  am ora l  e v i l ,  o f  Wang's 

a u t o m a t i c  p rag m a t i sm ,  o f  t h e  c y n i c a l  n i h i l i s m  o f  Heyst  

S e n i o r ,  and o f  H e y s t ' s  v a c i l l a t i o n  be tw een  d e ta c h m e n t  and 

in v o lv e m e n t .

Some c r i t i c s  im p ly  t h a t  Lena i s  m e r e ly  a  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  

i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  C o n r a d ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  f e m i n i n i t y ,  b u t  

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  and t h e  n o v e l  r e v e a l s  h e r  c o u n t e r ­

a c t i v e  r o l e  and  c o n f i rm s  K a r l ' s  judgment t h a t  she  i s  "a 

p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e  who a c t s  i n t u i t i v e l y  on what  she  knows and

pXWidmer, p. 12^; Guerard, pp. 273-275*
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f e e l s ,  " 2^ She l e a r n s  o f  R ica rd o  and J o n e s ' s  p u r s u i t  o f  

t h e  n o n e x i s t e n t  ho a rd  o f  money. Even th o u g h  R i c a r d o ' s  

b e l i e f  i n  S ch o m b erg 's  l i e s  and d i s t o r t i o n s  d i s t r e s s e s  Lena,  

h e r  f a i t h  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a r e  b o l s t e r e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s l a c k e n e d  by t h e  a p p a l l i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Her  commitment en­

compasses a  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what i s  h a p p en in g  

to  h e r  and t o  H e y s t  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  

o r  n o t  Heyst  a c t u a l l y  l o v e s  h e r .  Her commitment i s  n o t  

m e r e ly  a vague  e m o t i o n a l  d e s i r e  t o  work h e r s e l f  and Heyst  

o u t  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  she c r e a t e s  " D u p l i c i t y "

(p .  2 4 3 ) — a p l o t  i n  which  sh e  p r e t e n d s  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i th  

R ic a rd o  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  p l u n d e r .

Conrad f u r t h e r  d r a m a t i z e s  L e n a ' s  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t -  

d e tach m en t  by p o i n t i n g  o u t  s u p e r f i c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a f ­

f i n i t i e s  b e tw ee n  h e r  and R ica rd o  and by a c c e n t u a t i n g  t h e  

i r o n i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  them, Lena i s  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  an a u r a  

o f  s e c u r i t y  and t r u s t  i n  d e a l i n g  w i th  R ica rd o  b e c a u s e ,  l i k e  

him, sh e  i s  n o t  " t a m e ,"  and s h e  a l s o  f o l l o w s  a " g e n t l e m a n . "  

Both  o f  t h e s e  r e s e m b la n c e s  a r e  i r o n i c  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  con­

t r a s t  o f  v a l u e s  b e h in d  them. Lena p o s s e s s e s  t h e s e  t r a i t s  

o u t  o f  com m itted  l o v e ,  R ica rdo  as  a r e s u l t  o f  a  s c o r n  and 

d e f i a n c e  o f  l i f e .  Conrad has once a g a i n  shown t h e  d i s ­

p a r i t y  be tw een  a p p e a r a n c e  and t r u t h  and t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  

a s i n g l e  p o i n t  o f  v iew i n  p e r c e i v i n g  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y .  At

27Karl, p. 261.
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t h e  same t i m e ,  Conrad r e v e a l s  a n o t h e r  f a c e t  o f  Lena: h e r  

a c t i o n s ,  h e r  i n v o lv e m e n t ,  and t h e  d a n g e r s  accompanying them 

combine to  b r i n g  a s o r t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  awakening  t o  h e r ,  a  

s e n s e  o f  w o r t h .  But t h e  image o f  t h e  sun  " a l l  a q u i v e r  

w i t h  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  s e t  t h e  e a r t h  on f i r e ,  t o  b u m  i t  t o  

a s h e s "  (p .  2^9)  i n t i m a t e s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  h e r  

a c t i o n s .

I n  c h a p t e r  f o u r  Conrad shows t h a t  Lena i s  g o in g  t o  

c a r r y  h e r  d e c e p t i v e  t a c t i c s  a  s t e p  f a r t h e r ;  s h e  i s  g o in g  

t o  a c t  as  much as  she c a n  on h e r  own. Even t h o u g h  sh e  

l a c k s  a  p l a n  and loo k s  o n l y  t o  s e c u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  s a f e t y ,  

she  d i s t r u s t s  H e y s t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  on  h e r  know ledge .  Her  

judgment  a p p e a r s  v a l i d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  h e r  knowledge would 

m e r e l y  a g g r a v a t e  H e y s t ' s  a l r e a d y  e x t rem e  s e n s e  o f  l i f e ' s  

a b s u r d  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  and p e r h a p s  move him t o  f u r t h e r  de ­

t a c h m e n t .  Lena  a l s o  d i s p l a y s  a  d e s i r e  t o  g i v e  h e r s e l f  

away, " t h e  s w e e tn e s s  o f  s u r r e n d e r "  (p .  252) .  Lena i s  t h u s  

p r e p a r e d  to  a c t  on h e r  own f o r  H e y s t ' s  sake  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  

h e r  committed  l o v e  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  s h e  can a t o n e  f o r  t h e  

t r o u b l e  she  h a s  caused  him and t h a t  s h e  can e v e n t u a l l y  win 

h i s  l o v e  and p r o t e c t i o n .

E f f e c t i v e  d r a m a t i c  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p a r i t i e s  

among H e y s t ' s ,  L e n a ' s ,  and t h e  c r i m i n a l s '  p o i n t s  o f  v iew  

o c c u r s  i n  c h a p t e r  f i v e ,  when H e y s t  r e l a t e s  h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  

J o n e s  and R ic a r d o  t o  L ena .  H e y s t  i s  d i s t u r b e d  t h r o u g h o u t
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t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n  by L e n a ' s  seem ing  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  some­

t h i n g  e l s e  and f e e l s  f r u s t r a t e d  a t  n o t  b e in g  a b l e  to  know 

h e r ,  t o  p e n e t r a t e  h e r  m ind .  M y s t i f i e d  by  J o n e s ' s  comments, 

Heyst  a l s o  f e e l s  f r u s t r a t e d  b e c a u s e  he c an n o t  " p e n e t r a t e  

t h e i r  i n n e r  m ean ing  and o u t e r  b e a r i n g "  (p .  2 6 3). S e v e r a l  

f a c t o r s  b a sed  on t h e  c o n f l i c t  be tw een  H e y s t ' s  h a b i t u a l  and 

i n g r a i n e d  d e ta ch m en t  and h i s  t e m p e r a m e n ta l  in v o lv e m e n t  com­

b i n e  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  a n g u i s h  o f  t h e s e  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  He i s  

d i s t r e s s e d  n o t  o n l y  by h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  b u t  a l s o  by  h i s  

d i s o r i e n t a t i o n  when c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  " e v i l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i n ­

s t i n c t i v e  s a v a g e r y ,  arm i n  arm" (p .  2 6 9 ) .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  

h i s  g u i l t  would be u n b e a r a b l e  s h o u ld  he k i l l  someone,  even 

i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  But b e c a u s e  o f  Lena, he c a r e s  more a b o u t  

how t o  h a n d le  t h e  c r i s i s  t h a n  he would o t h e r w i s e ;  he c a n n o t  

be o p e n ly  d e f i a n t  o f  t h e i r  i n t r u s i o n .

H e y s t ' s  a n g u i s h  i s  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  b e c a u s e  a  fu n d a ­

m e n ta l  n eed  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  t o  " p e n e t r a t e "  o t h e r s  and 

n o t  t o  a c c e p t  "o u tw ard  i m p r e s s i o n s "  (p .  259)•  I r o n i c a l l y ,  

t h e  c o n f l i c t s  c a u se d  by  m an 's  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p e n e t r a t e  o t h e r s  

i s  t h e  v e r y  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  J o n e s ' s  

comments t o  H ey s t  c o m p l e t e ly  e s c a p e  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  p e r c e p ­

t i o n .  How can he know t h a t  Jo n e s  i s  j u d g i n g  him on Schom­

b e r g ' s  d i s t o r t i o n s  when Jones  t e l l s  him t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  

" p u r s u e  t h e  same ends" (p .  2 6 2 ) and t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  a r e  

eq u a l  i n  m o ra l  r e p r e h e n s i b i l i t y ?  A l s o ,  he can  s e e  i t  o n ly
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a s  an  e r r o r  i n  "d ip lo m acy "  when R ica rd o  and Jo n e s  a r e  d i s ­

t u r b e d  o v e r  h i s  news t h a t  Wang has  l e f t  armed.

I n  H e y s t ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Lena,  t h e r e  i s  a  s i m i ­

l a r  d i s t a n c e  s i n c e  h i s  v iew  o f  a c t i n g  a s  h e r  p r o t e c t o r  

c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  h e r  o b j e c t i v e  and m ethod ,  b o th  o f  which 

Conrad r e v e a l s  f u r t h e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  H eys t  

s e e s  h e r  a s  " to o  good f o r  s u c h  c o n t a c t s ,  and n o t  s u f f i ­

c i e n t l y  equ ipped"  ( p .  2 6 0 ) .  But  h a v in g  become " M i s t r e s s  

o f  h e r s e l f  from l o v e ,  from n e c e s s i t y ,  and a l s o  b e c a u se  o f  

a  woman's v a n i t y  i n  s e l f  s a c r i f i c e "  (p .  2 5 6 ) ,  Lena f o c u s e s  

a l l  h e r  e n e rg y  on t h e i r  c r i s i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  more she  

l e a r n s  o f  H e y s t ' s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and s e l f - d o u b t s .  She 

n a t u r a l l y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o n c e a l  h e r  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  R icardo  

and t h e  knowledge i t  b r o u g h t  h e r .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  th o ug h ,

Lena s e e s  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  t o r m e n t  H eys t  so m e th ing  

n o b l e  t h a t  f o r t i f i e s  h e r  commitment t o  him, so m e th in g  sh e  

c a n n o t  hope t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  "some e x a l t e d  and d e l i c a t e  d e ­

s i r e  o f  h i s  s u p e r i o r  s o u l "  ( p .  2 7 0 ) .  With t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n ,  

Conrad has  conveyed a  t o t a l  s e n s e  o f  h e r  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t -  

d e t a c h m e n t .

While  Conrad d e s c r i b e s  R ica rd o  and J o n e s ' s  growing  

a p a r t  and u s e s  t h e i r  c o n f l i c t s  and c h a r a c t e r s  t o  imply  t h e  

t r a g i c  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  l i m i t e d ,  d i s t o r t e d ,  and s u p e r f i c i a l  

p o i n t s  o f  v iew  on e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t  i s  H e y s t ' s  d e e p e n in g  f r u s ­

t r a t i o n  and d e s p a i r ,  c o u n t e r a c t e d  by L e n a ' s  i n c r e a s i n g
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d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  a c t  f o r  them, t h a t  b r i n g  t h e  n o v e l  c l o s e r  

t o  b o t h  i t s  c l i m a c t i c  a c t i o n  and u l t i m a t e  m e a n in g s .  H eys t  

r e a c h e s  t h i s  n e g a t i v e  s t a t e  when Wang d e n i e s  h i s  p l e a  o f  

s a n c t u a r y  f o r  Lena,  which  would have g i v e n  him " a  f r e e r  

hand"  (p .  2 8 6 ) .  He a l s o  d e s p a i r s  o v e r  t h e  " u n r e a l i t y "  o f  

what  i s  h a p p e n in g  t o  them, s e e i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  "a  Shadow i n ­

h a b i t e d  by Shades"  (p .  2 8 8 ) ,  p o w e r l e s s  t o  p r o t e c t  Lena, 

u n a b l e  to  en d u re  h i s  l a c k  o f  power .  H is  m e ta p h o r s  im p ly ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  dehum an iz ing  q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  h i m s e l f  

and i n  t h o s e  a round  him. But  Lena i s  becoming a  f u l l e r  

human b e in g  h e r e  by h a r n e s s i n g  h e r  " fu n d  o f  d e v o t e d ,  con­

c e n t r a t e d  p a s s i o n "  ( p .  282) a g a i n s t  t h e s e  sh a d e s  i n  hope 

o f  emerging  " t r i u m p h a n t  and humble" from " t h e  v e r y  t h r e s h ­

o l d  o f  in fam y" (p .  2 9 0 ) .  W ith  Heyst  a t  h i s  w e a k e s t ,  Lena 

w i l l i n g l y  a b s o r b s  t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  di lemma: 

"Woman i s  t h e  t e m p t e r .  You t o o k  me up from p i t y .  I  th r e w  

m y s e l f  a t  you" (p .  291)* D e s p i t e  t h e  ominous c l o u d s  g a t h ­

e r i n g  a rou n d  t h e  v o lc a n o  t h a t  seem to  d i s m i s s  H e y s t ' s  hope 

f o r  mercy ,  Lena a s s e r t s  h e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  s u c c e e d  and 

h e r  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  w in n in g  H e y s t ' s  f o r g i v e n e s s  and  l o v e .

S t i l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  H e y s t ' s  and L e n a ' s  o u t l o o k s  on 

t h e i r  c r i s i s  emerge i n  c h a p t e r  n i n e ,  a t  t h e  end o f  which 

R ica rd o  t a k e s  Heyst  t o  Jo n e s  f o r  a more p r o fo u n d  c o n f r o n t a ­

t i o n  t h a n  t h e i r  f i r s t .  The ominous s o l i t u d e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  

makes H e y s t  t h i n k  o f  what t h e  e v i l  p a i r  i s  p l o t t i n g  now,



158

b u t  he d i s m i s s e s  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  b e c a u s e  any c l a s h  "would 

f i n d  him d isa rm e d  and s h r i n k i n g  from t h e  u g l i n e s s  and deg­

r a d a t i o n  o f  i t  a l l "  (p .  29*0- Conrad th u s  r e i t e r a t e s  t h e  

m e lo d r a m a t i c  i d e a l i s m  t h a t  has  l e d  H eys t  t o  a h y p e r s e n s i ­

t i v e  c o m p u ls io n  t o  e sc a p e  l i f e ' s  h a r s h  r e a l i t i e s .  His 

s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  b e in g  a v i c t i m  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  becomes more 

v a l i d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he i s  j u s t i f i a b l y  s a r c a s t i c  when he 

s p e c u l a t e s  t h a t  i f  he su c c e e d e d  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  s c o u n d r e l s  

th e  g o s s i p  would be t h a t  he  "murdered t h e s e  u n o f f e n d i n g ,  

sh ip w re ck e d  s t r a n g e r s  f o r  s h e e r  fu n k "  (p .  2 9 8 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

when R ica rd o  i n  L e n a ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n v i t e s  him to  v i s i t  Jo nes  

a g a i n ,  H e y s t ' s  " s t a t e  o f  do u b t  and d i s d a i n  and a lm o s t  de ­

s p a i r "  (p .  3 0 1 ) r e g a r d i n g  h i m s e l f  moves him t o  c o o p e r a t e  

a lm o s t  i n d i f f e r e n t l y .  Lena ,  m eanw hi le ,  a s s e r t s  a  f a i t h  i n  

a d i v i n e  p r o v i d e n c e  t h a t  makes H e y s t  wonder w h e th e r  she i s  

m e r e ly  i n n o c e n t  o r  a p r i m i t i v e  s p i r i t  f r e e  from t h e  i n f l u ­

ences  t h a t  c an  t a k e  one away from su ch  a s i m p l i s t i c  p h i ­

l o s o p h y .  But Conrad i m p l i e s  t h a t  h e r  in n o c e n c e  i s  s im p ly  

s e c r e t i v e n e s s  and t h a t  h e r  p r i m i t i v e  s p i r i t  i s  "a  b l i n d i n g ,  

h o t  g low  o f  p a s s i o n a t e  p u r p o s e "  ( p .  3 0 2 ) t h a t  no e x t e r n a l  

f o r c e  s e e m in g ly  can  t h w a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when she  p l o t s  to  

s t e a l  R i c a r d o ' s  k n i f e  to  b o l s t e r  t h e i r  d e f e n s i v e  s i t u a t i o n .

Conrad e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e s e n t s  i n  c h a p t e r  t e n  an  i r o n i c  

j u x t a p o s i t i o n  to  L e n a ' s  r e s o l v e  and H e y s t ' s  s t a t e  o f  mind 

i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r .  While  p r e p a r i n g  t o  go w i t h
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R ic a r d o  to  m ee t  J o n e s ,  H ey s t  t e l l s  Lena o f  h i s  p l a n  t o  sav e  

h e r  and p e rh a p s  h i m s e l f — a p l a n  t h a t  s h e  seems t o  a g r e e  to  

w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n .  She i s  t o  p u t  h e r  b l a c k  d r e s s  and p u r p l e  

v e i l  on and h i d e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t .  He w i l l  s i g n a l  h e r  w i th  

c a n d l e s  when i t  i s  s a f e  t o  r e t u r n ;  i f  s h e  s e e s  no s i g n a l ,  

s h e  i s  t o  s t e a l  away a t  dawn, assuming t h a t  he i s  d e ad ,  and 

s t a y  w i th  Wang i f  s h e  c an  u n t i l  she  c a n  s i g h t  and s i g n a l  

D a v i d s o n ' s  s t e a m e r .  Midway i n  H e y s t ' s  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h i s

p l a n ,  Conrad i m p l i e s  t h e  i r o n y  o f  i t  t h r o u g h  an i n c i d e n t

i n  which  Lena t o u c h e s  H e y s t ' s  hand as  i f  to  make s u r e  o f  

h i s  r e a l i t y  and r e m a in  i n s p i r e d .  But H e y s t ' s  r e a c t i o n  to  

h e r  to u c h  i s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n ;  he f e e l s  " a lm os t  

unmanned" by t h e  em o t io n  evoked by "a  s t r a n g e ,  i n t i m a t e  

s e n s e  o f  a l l  h e r  p e r s o n "  (p .  3 0 7 )• I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  seems t o  prompt  a c t i o n  i n  Lena, who i s  to  

h i d e ,  and d i s o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  H e y s t ,  who i s  t o  a c t  i n  t h e i r  

b e h a l f .  But a s  R ic a rd o  l e a v e s  Heyst  w i t h  Jo n e s  and goes 

" o n  t h e  t r a c k "  (p .  309)» Conrad i m p l i e s  t h a t  i t  i s  Lena

who i s  g o in g  t o  a c t ,  n o t  H e y s t .

I n  c h a p t e r  e l e v e n  Conrad b r i n g s  i n t o  t h e  open  t h e  

d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  p o i n t  o f  v iew  and c h a r a c t e r  c o n f l i c t s  b e ­

t w e e n  Heyst  and J o n e s .  As he d id  e a r l i e r  w i t h  Lena and 

R i c a r d o ,  Conrad d r a m a t i z e s  t h e s e  d i s p a r i t i e s  and  c o n f l i c t s  

by  a c c e n t u a t i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tween H ey s t  and J o n e s  and 

t h e n  by showing t h e  i r o n y  o f  t h e  v a l u e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t
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t r a n s c e n d  t h o s e  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  Conrad has a l ­

r e a d y  e x h i b i t e d  i n  p a r t  two t h e  b a s i c  p a r a l l e l  between 

H e y s t  and J o n e s — t h a t  Jon e s  i s  as  e x t r e m e  and a s  a m b iv a l e n t  

i n  h i s  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  a s  H e y s t .  Jones 

jumps from f i t s  o f  l a z i n e s s  i n t o  i n t e n s e  a d v e n t u r e s ,  w h i l e  

H e y s t  moves from e x t r e m e  p e r s o n a l  i s o l a t i o n  t o  i n t i m a t e  

h u m a n i t a r i a n  a c t i o n .  But t h e i r  m o t i v a t i o n s  and r e s u l t a n t  

a c t i o n s  c o n t r a s t .  J o n e s  a c t s  o u t  o f  boredom t o  f l a t t e r  h i s  

s e n s e  o f  power and c l e v e r n e s s ;  bu t  H e y s t  i s  s p u r r e d  by a n  

i r r e p r e s s i b l e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  tem peram ent  t o  h e lp  c e r t a i n  

p i t i a b l e  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s .

H e y s t ' s  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m ,  th ou g h ,  i s  o n ly  one p a r t  o f  

h i s  d u a l  n a t u r e .  I t  i s ,  i n  t r u t h ,  i n  h i s  de tachm ent  t h a t  

H e y s t  p a r a l l e l s  Jo n e s  most d i s t i n c t l y .  As K a r l  a s s e r t s ,  

" J o n e s ' s  p h y s i c a l  w eakness  i s  a  c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  H e y s t ' s  i n ­

c a p a c i t y  t o  a c t ,  and h i s  s i c k n e s s  o f  mind  a complement o f
28H e y s t ' s  u n d ev e lo p ed  s o c i a l  s e n s e . "  The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  

p a r a l l e l ,  tho u gh ,  i s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  one— how Heyst 

S e n i o r ' s  i d e a s  e x p l a i n  b o th  H e y s t ' s  p a r t i a l  de tachment  

an d  J o n e s ’s t o t a l  a m o r a l i t y .  K a r l  h a s  done w e l l  i n  p o i n t ­

i n g  out  t h e  t h r e e  c o m p a r i s o n s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  F i r s t ,  b o t h  

H e y s t  and Jo n es  e x p e c t  "a  c e r t a i n  g i v e n  world . . .  a s o c i ­

e t y  which w i l l  l e a v e  them t o  t h e i r  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n . "  

Second,  b o t h  e x h i b i t  an  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  b a se d  on p e r s o n a l

28Karl, p. 260.
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w i s h e s .  T h i r d ,  "Both view t h e  world . . . as a  sh a b b y
29a f f a i r  which i s  b e s t  l e f t  a l o n e  on i t s  own t e r n s . "  7

I n  c h a p t e r  e le v e n  Conrad  p u t s  t h e s e  p a r a l l e l s  to  

work .  A l th o u g h  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a r e  demon­

s t r a t e d  i n  t h e i r  m utua l  d i s l i k e  o f  " v i o l e n c e  and f e r o c i t y "  

( p .  312) and i n  t h e i r  acknowledgement  o f  l i f e ' s  p r e c a r i o u s ­

n e s s  and a b s u r d i t y ,  t h e y  r e a c t  much d i f f e r e n t l y  when t h e i r  

i d e n t i t i e s  a r e  t h r e a t e n e d .  J o n e s  i s  p r o n e  to  d i r e c t  ac­

t i o n ;  he does n o t  m ere ly  s e e  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  " c r u d e "  and 

t h a t  t h e y  " g o r g e  and d i s g o r g e "  (p .  316) b u t  a c t s  t h i s  way 

h i m s e l f  when n e c e s s a r y .  A l s o  J o n e s ' s  homosexual  p s y c h o s i s  

t h a t  compels him toward p e r v e r s e  a c t i o n s  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  i t s  

dehum an iz ing  e f f e c t s  to  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  t h a t  

i n c r e a s e s  H e y s t ' s  de tachm ent  a s  he i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

J o n e s ' s  r e v e l a t i o n s  and v a l u e  judgm ents .

Heyst  d o e s  f i n d  enough co u rag e  t o  c o n f r o n t  J o n e s  w i th  

t h e  r i d i c u l o u s n e s s  o f  S ch o m b erg 's  l i e s  and d i s t o r t i o n s  and 

t h e  r e a s o n s  b e h i n d  them, b u t  J o n e s ' s  f a i t h  i n  R i c a r d o  and 

h i s  commitment t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  make him deny H e y s t ' s  p o i n t s  

u n t i l  Heyst r e v e a l s  Lena t o  h im .  By t h i s  t im e ,  however,  

H e y s t  i s  too  " b e w i ld e r e d "  ( p .  321) and "dead  o f  w e a r i n e s s "  

( p .  3 2 2 ) to  f e e l  a n y th in g  b u t  bo th  p h y s i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  

s t a g n a t i o n .  The a b s u r d i t y  a n d  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  a r e  to o  much 

t o  overcome o r  even c o n f r o n t ;  th ey  add up to  "an  incom pre­

h e n s i b l e  d ream , o r  p e rh ap s  a n  e l a b o r a t e  o t h e r - w o r l d  joke"

29Karl, p p . 258-259.
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(p .  3 2 1 ) .  The i r o n i e s  c u l m i n a t e  when J o n e s  p o i n t s  o u t  Lena 

i n  t h e  house  tow ard  which  he and Heyst  a r e  h e a d in g  t o  f i n d  

R ic a r d o .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  sh e  i s  " s e e m in g ly  w i t h o u t  s t r e n g t h ,  

y e t  w i t h o u t  f e a r ,  t e n d e r l y  s t o o p i n g "  ( p .  32 2 ) .  H e y s t  seems 

t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  she  has  no f a i t h  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  f o r  

h e r  and seems t o  s e e  t h a t  l a c k  o f  f a i t h  a s  j u s t i f i e d ,  e s ­

p e c i a l l y  when he f e e l s  " t h e  shame o f  g u i l t — a b s u r d  and 

maddening" (p .  323)-

The fo c u s  s h i f t s  i n  c h a p t e r  tw e lv e  t o  Lena, t o  h e r  

second  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  R ic a rd o ,  and t o  J o n e s ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

Conrad f i r s t  g i v e s  an  i m p o r t a n t  summary o f  L e n a ' s  r a t i o n a l e  

i n  d i s o b e y i n g  H eys t  t o  s t e a l  R i c a r d o ' s  k n i f e .  P e rv a d e d  by 

a  vague  s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e  and m eans ,  Lena n e v e r t h e l e s s  f e e l s  

a  p o w e r f u l  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  a c t  i n  H e y s t ' s  b e h a l f ,  n o t  m a in ly  

b e c a u s e  i t  has  t o  be done and H e y s t  c a n n o t  do i t  b u t  a l s o  

b e c a u se  o f  "a  f o r c e  t h a t  was o u t s i d e  h e r  and more worthy"

(p .  324) t h a t  one m ig h t  r e c o g n i z e  as h e r  lo v e  o f  H e y s t ,  a s  

t h e  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t y  he has b r o u g h t  t o  h e r  l i f e .  She has  

no d e s i r e  t o  u s e  t h e  k n i f e  h e r s e l f ,  m e r e l y  to  p o s s e s s  i t  

so t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  be u s e d  on H e y s t .  G u i l t  i s  a l s o  r e i t ­

e r a t e d  a s  a f a c t o r  i n  h e r  a c t i n g  f o r  H e y s t ;  she  f e e l s  " s i n "  

i n  h a v in g  th row n  h e r s e l f  i n t o  H e y s t ' s  a rm s .  She s e n s e s  

h e r s e l f  a  b u rd e n  upon H eys t  and wants  t o  redeem h e r s e l f  

t h r o u g h  t h i s  a c t i o n .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  th o u g h ,  she  hop es  h e r  

a c t i o n s  i n  H e y s t ' s  b e h a l f  w i l l  g e t  him t o  s t o p  c a r i n g  f o r
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h e r  m e r e ly  o u t  o f  " c u r i o s i t y  and p i t y "  ( p ,  3 26 ) ;  she  w an ts  

him t o  v a l u e  h e r  as  h e r s e l f ,  a s  a  g e n u in e  p e r s o n  i n  h e r  

own r i g h t .

A f t e r  making  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  Conrad u s e s  them i r o n i c a l l y  

t o  d r a m a t i z e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  j u d g i n g  o t h e r s  on 

t h e  same b a s i s  as  one ju d g e s  h i m s e l f .  He does  so by h a v in g  

R ic a rd o  m is ju d g e  Lena a g a i n .  R ica rd o  t h i n k s  t h a t  she  i s  a s  

" s i c k "  o f  H e y s t  a s  he i s  o f  J o n e s ,  He a l s o  f e e l s  t h a t  sh e  

w an ts  t o  l i v e  f o r  h e r s e l f ,  j u s t  a s  he now wants  t o  l i v e  f o r  

h i m s e l f  w i t h  Lena,  Lena,  i n  f a c t ,  u s e s  R i c a r d o ' s  i n c r e a s ­

i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i m s e l f  and i n  h e r  t o  g e t  c l o s e r  t o  h e r  

o b j e c t i v e .  She g e t s  t h e  k n i f e  i n  h e r  h a n d s ,  b u t  t h e n  r e c ­

o g n i z e s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  h e r  in v o lv e m e n t ;  she  c o u ld  n o t  

u s e  i t  a g a i n s t  anyone even i f  h e r  l i f e  depended upon i t .

Her q u i c k  s u c c e s s  a l s o  s h a k e s  h e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  w eakness ;  

sh e  can  o n l y  hope " to  keep  m urd e r  q u i e t  and  d i s a rm e d "  u n t i l  

sh e  r e g a i n s  h e r  " f o r t i t u d e "  (p ,  330 )•  At t h i s  p o i n t  Conrad 

u s e s  d r a m a t i c  s u s p e n s e  and p a r t i a l  r e v e l a t i o n  v e r y  w e l l ,  A 

s h o t  from t h e  d o o r  i n  which  Heyst  i s  s t a n d i n g  g r a z e s  R i­

c a r d o ,  Running ,  he a s k s  Lena t o  s t a b  H e y s t ,  The c h a p t e r  

ends  w i t h  t h e  r e a d e r  w onde r ing  w h e th e r  H e y s t  has  d i s a rm e d  

J o n e s  and done t h e  s h o o t i n g .

But i n  c h a p t e r  t h i r t e e n  he q u i c k l y  l e a r n s  t h a t  Jo n e s  

a c t u a l l y  f i r e d  o v e r  H e y s t ' s  s h o u l d e r  and t h e n  r a n  o f f .  But 

t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  much more d i s t r e s s i n g  t h a n  i n t i m a t e d
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i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r .  The b u l l e t  t h a t  g r a z e d  R ica rdo  

a l s o  f a t a l l y  wounded Lena i n  t h e  c h e s t .  B e fo re  L e n a ' s  

a c t u a l  d e a t h  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  Conrad p r o v i d e s  

an  i n t e g r a t e d  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  H eys t  and 

i m p l i e s  how t h e  t i t l e ,  V i c t o r y , i s  t h e  k ey  to  t h e  a u t h o r i a l  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w  on t h e s e  e v e n t s .  Not knowing she  h as  been  

wounded, H e y s t  has  n e v e r t h e l e s s  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  by h i s  f a i l ­

u r e  t o  a c t .  He now p e r c e i v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  w or ld  t h a t  

h a s  p l o t t e d  a g a i n s t  him b u t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  con­

d i t i o n i n g  o f  him. A l l  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p o s s e s s i o n s  "seemed 

shadowy, u n s u b s t a n t i a l ,  t h e  dumb a c c o m p l i c e s  o f  an  amazing 

d r e a m - p l o t  e n d in g  i n  an i l l u s o r y  e f f e c t  o f  awakening  and 

t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e v e r  c l o s i n g  h i s  e y es  a g a in "  (p .  3 3 3 ) ’ 

P e r h a p s  H e y s t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  has  n o t  b een  a l t e r e d  by t h e  

e v e n t s ,  b u t  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i t s  fu n d a m e n ta l  a b s u r d i t y  

i n  r e l a t i o n  to  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  one .  Fo r  

i n s t a n c e ,  he  can  now ju d g e  L e n a ' s  a c t i o n s  w e l l  and adm ire  

h e r  f o r  h e r  " r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s "  and h e r  p ro f o u n d  s e l f -  

know ledge .

L e n a ' s  p a r a d o x i c a l  mode o f  i n v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  i s  

j u s t  as i m p o r t a n t  a s  H e y s t ' s  new s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as  Conrad b l e n d s  i t  w i t h  h e r  p a r a d o x ­

i c a l  " v i c t o r y "  i n  which sh e  has c a p t u r e d  " t h e  v e r y  s t i n g  

o f  d e a t h  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  lo v e "  (p .  335) • Conrad b e a u t i ­

f u l l y  p i c t u r e s  h e r  mode when she a s k s  t h e  newly  a r r i v e d
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D avidson  to  g i v e  h e r  " t h e  sym bol  o f  h e r  v i c t o r y "  (p .  3 3 5 ) .  

t h e  k n i f e .  She g i v e s  i t  t o  H e y s t ,  s a y i n g  " K i l l  nobody"

(p* 335)* Conrad t h u s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  man can a c t  t h r o u g h  

lo v e  a g a i n s t  e v i l  and n o t  become e v i l  h im s e l f .  But  t h e r e  

i s  even  more t o  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  he makes th r o u g h  Lena. She 

has  a c h ie v e d  n o t  so  much a s p i r i t u a l  communion w i t h  Heyst  

as  a  s e n s e  o f  God, a  s e n s e  o f  m ea n in g  and w or th  t h a t  Conrad 

s u g g e s t s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  v a l u e  i n  t h e  f ac e  o f  a l l  t h e  n e g a ­

t i o n  l i f e ' s  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  and  l i m i t a t i o n s  b r i n g ,  Conrad 

q u a l i f i e s  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  i ro n y  i n  h e r  v i c -  

t o r y - - H e y s t  i s  s t i l l  i n c a p a b l e  o f  g e n u in e  lo v e  b e c a u s e  " h i s  

f a s t i d i o u s  s o u l "  ke ep s  " t h e  t r u e  c r y  o f  love  f rom  h i s  l i p s  

i n  i t s  i n f e r n a l  m i s t r u s t  o f  l i f e "  (p .  336).  Conrad h e re  

r e v e a l s  how d i f f i c u l t ,  p e r h a p s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  

c h a r a c t e r  g row th  i s  once one h a s  b een  c o n d i t i o n e d  a c e r ­

t a i n  way and has  f o l lo w e d  t h a t  way w i th o u t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  a  

lo n g  t im e .

Lena,  however ,  i s  n o t  a m ere  a u t h o r i a l  spokesman f o r  

C o n r a d ' s  v ie w s .  Her  a c t i o n s  a n d  v iew s  a re  n o t  a l l  p o s i ­

t i v e .  She has a c t e d  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  as K a r l  p o i n t s  o u t ,  

t o  a c h i e v e  " d i g n i t y  th r o u g h  l o v e , " 3^ bu t  h e r  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  

i s  t o  u s e  t h a t  l o v e  a s  a r e f u g e  from r e a l i t y ,  a s  an e s c a p e  

i n t o  a  s e c u r e  i l l u s i o n .  L ike  H e y s t ,  Lena s e n s e s  t h a t  t h e  

w o r l d ' s  r e a l i t i e s  a r e  to o  h a r s h  and u n c e r t a i n  t o  c o n f r o n t

3°Karl, p. 260.
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w e l l  f o r  v e r y  lo n g .  Conrad t h u s  has  h e r  d i e  f e e l i n g  " s u r ­

r e n d e r ” and r e l i e f ,  " a t  p e a c e , "  t a k e n  " i n t o  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  

o f  H e y s t ' s  i n n e r m o s t  h e a r t "  (p .  3 3 6 ) .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  

Thomas Moses i s  a c c u r a t e  i n  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  " t h e  terms o f  

L e n a ' s  v i c t o r y  a r e  a g a i n s t  l i f e . " ^  But  i n  a l l  i t  i s  a  

d u a l  and p a r a d o x i c a l  t r i u m p h .  While  h e r  v i c t o r y  i s  " t r i ­

umphant" i n  g i v i n g  h e r  l i f e  meaning  and w o r t h ,  i t  i s  a l s o  

" t r i u m p h a n t "  as  an e s c a p e  from l i f e .  Conrad may he i m p l y ­

in g  t h a t  s u c h  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t y  can  be s u s t a i n e d  on ly  i n  

some r e f u g e ,  l e s t  i t  be  d e s t r o y e d  by  new e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  

e v i l  and f a t e .

Such a  p a r a d o x i c a l  d e d u c t io n  was p e r h a p s  so d i s t r e s s ­

in g  t o  Conrad t h a t  he f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o v i d e  t h e  

f i n a l  c h a p t e r  as  an e x p e d i e n t  "w ork ing  o u t  o f  s u r f a c e  a c ­

t i o n .  " 32 As Moses p u t s  i t ,  t h i s  e n d in g  i s  " e v i d e n c e  o f
33C o n r a d ' s  d e s p e r a t i o n  o v e r  an i n s o l u b l e  p r o b l e m . C o n r a d  

may a l s o  have  so u g h t  t o  b l u n t  t h e  im p a c t  o f  a n  overwhelm­

i n g l y  p a i n f u l  l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  While  t h e r e  i s  an i n ­

c o n g ru e n c e  be tw een  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  n o v e l  

and t h i s  l a s t  c h a p t e r  t h a t  i s  o f f e n s i v e  to  many c r i t i c s '  

a e s t h e t i c  t a s t e s ,  I  f i n d  t h i s  c h a p t e r  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b l e n d i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  modes o f  i n v o lv e m e n t -  

d e ta c h m e n t .  Conrad e f f e c t i v e l y  employs i t  t o  b a la n c e  h i s  

v i s i o n ,

31Moses ,  p .  142. 32K a r l ,  p .  267.

33Moses ,  p .  108.
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The c h a p t e r  f o c u s e s  on  D a v i d s o n ' s  r e p o r t  a t  a  m e e t in g  

w i th  a  h ig h  o f f i c i a l  o f  what  he knows o f  t h e  f i n a l  e v e n t s  

on Samburan. Conrad a c c e n t s  n o t  o n l y  D a v i d s o n ' s  humani­

t a r i a n  c o n ce rn  t h r o u g h o u t  b u t  a l s o  Mrs.  S c h om b erg 's  r e p o r t  

to  D av idson  o f  " h e r  s u s p i c i o n s "  t h a t  R ica rd o  and Jo n e s  were 

g o in g  t o  Samburan t o  c a u s e  t r o u b l e .  She was a f r a i d  Lena 

m igh t  be  b ro u g h t  back  n e a r  h e r  h u sb a n d .  H e y s t ' s  q u e e m e s s  

has p rom pted  D av idso n  to  keep  an eye  on him, and D a v i d s o n ' s  

vague  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t  s e r v e s  t o  s p u r  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  

d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when Heyst  t e l l s  

D av id so n ,  " . . .  woe to  t h e  man whose h e a r t  has  n o t  l e a r n e d  

w h i l e  young t o  h op e ,  to  l o v e — and t o  p u t  i t s  t r u s t  i n  l i f e "  

(p» 339)» I  s e e  a g a i n  t h a t  Heyst  h a s  g a in e d  much s e l f - k n o w ­

l e d g e  b u t  has u n d e rg o n e  l i t t l e  c h a r a c t e r  g ro w th ;  i t  i s  t o o  

l a t e  f o r  him; now he can  o n l y  l a m e n t  h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  W righ t  

c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  H e y s t  l o g i c a l l y  b u m s  h i m s e l f  w i th  L e n a ' s

body b e c a u s e  "He i s  u n p r e p a r e d  to  s t a r t  a f r e s h "  and b e c a u se
3 ^4-t h e  r e a l i t y  Lena b ro u g h t  him d ie d  w i t h  h e r .  Conrad,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  u s e s  t h e  f i r e  t o  c o n n o te  H e y s t ' s  p u r i f y i n g  com­

munion w i th  Lena,  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  and r e g e n ­

e r a t i o n ,  c o n d i t i o n s  which  Heyst  c an  a c h i e v e  o n ly  i n  a 

sy m b o l ic  s e n s e .  A f t e r  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Conrad h as  D av idson  add 

how Wang k i l l e d  P e d r o ,  how Jo n es  s h o t  R ic a r d o ,  and how 

Jon e s  d i e d  m y s t e r i o u s l y  i n  t h e  w a t e r .  D av idson  c o n c lu d e s

-^Wright, p. 106.
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t h a t  " n o t h in g "  f u r t h e r  can he  done.  W ith  t h e s e  f i n a l  

r e v e l a t i o n s ,  Conrad h as  o b v i o u s l y  emphas ized  t h e  d e s t r u c ­

t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  sy m b o l ic  

f i r e  p u r i f i c a t i o n  m o t i f .

I  have fou nd  t h i s  b a l a n c i n g  o f  a p p a r e n t  o p p o s i t e s  i n  

i r o n i c  and p a r a d o x i c a l  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  C o n r a d ' s  b e s t  and most  

p e r v a s i v e  m ethod f o r  making V i c t o r y  a  p r o f o u n d l y  r e a l i s t i c  

and p r o v o c a t i v e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i th  l i f e .  A l th o u g h  

a c h i e v e d  o n l y  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  i n  t h i s  f i n a l  c h a p t e r ,  t h i s  

b a l a n c i n g  i s  what h a s  t u r n e d  my t h o u g h t s  and em ot ions  back  

t o  t h e  m ean ings  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  t h e  

v a r i o u s  modes o f  i n v o l v e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t . I n  n e g l e c t i n g  

t h i s  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  some c r i t i c s  have f a i l e d  t o  s e e  t h i s  

b a l a n c i n g  e f f e c t  and have t h e r e b y  som etim es o v e r s i m p l i f i e d  

C o n r a d ' s  v i s i o n ,  e x t r a c t i n g  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  

w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  H o p e f u l l y ,  

t h i s  s t u d y ' s  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  o f  V i c t o r y  i n v a l i d a t e s  t h e  i n ­

c o m p le te  comments o f  such  c r i t i c s .

Through su c h  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y ,  I  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  I  hav e  

come f u l l  c i r c l e  i n  my e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  V i c t o r y . 

F i r s t ,  I  have  g i v e n  a  g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  my a p p ro a c h  

t o  t h e  work t h a t  s t r e s s e s  C o n r a d ' s  u s e  o f  f o c a l  s h i f t s  and 

r e l a t e d  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  g u id e  t h e  r e a d e r  to  b l e n d  t h e  v a r ­

i o u s  modes o f  in v o lv e m e n t - d e t a c h m e n t  and t h e r e b y  d i s c o v e r  

t h e  a u t h o r i a l  v i s i o n  o f  V i c t o r y . F i n a l l y ,  I  have  b r o u g h t  

my t e c h n i c a l  and t h e m a t i c  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r  i n  an
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e x te n d e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  how Conrad has  made V i c t o r y  an e f f e c ­

t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  i m a g i n a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  me, how he 

has  p rovoked  my r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s .  I  have  been  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p r e s s e d  by C o n r a d ' s  r e a l i s t i c  d r a m a t i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  o f t e n  ambiguous ,  i r o n i c ,  and p a r a d o x i c a l  c o m p l e x i t y  

o f  human c h a r a c t e r  and human e x p e r i e n c e .  P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,

I  have  b een  moved m ost  by C o n r a d ' s  v i s i o n  o f  how n o b l e  and 

m e a n in g f u l  i t  c an  be  t o  y i e l d  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a c t i o n ,  

i n v o lv e m e n t ,  commitment, and m o ra l  c o u ra g e  d e s p i t e  t h e  i n ­

co m p le te  and i m p e r f e c t  f u l f i l l m e n t  s u c h  y i e l d i n g  o f t e n  

p r o v i d e s .  Through V i c t o r y  I  can  s e e  more c l e a r l y  how and 

why I  have  som etim es  been  r e l u c t a n t  t o  meet  t h e s e  n e c e s ­

s i t i e s  and how I  may be b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  do so i n  t h e  f u t u r e .



CHAPTER V

TEACHING FICTION VIA ENCOUNTER CRITICISM

I f  c o n te m p o ra ry  s t u d e n t s  a r e  g o in g  t o  r e a d  f i c t i o n  

e f f e c t i v e l y  and f i n d  m eaning  i n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  and a p p l y i n g  

i t  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f ­

c r e a t i o n ,  m os t  o f  them w i l l  need  t o  e n c o u n t e r  a  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  enough f o r  a  

t e a c h e r  o f  f i c t i o n  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  i t s  c o n te m p o ra ry  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t o  r e l a t e  i t  t o  

t h e  f i c t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t o  t e a c h  s p e c i f i c  works a c c o r d i n g  

to  i t s  emphases ,  and t o  o f f e r  s t u d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

w r i t e  a b o u t  f i c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  m etho d o lo g y .  While  

t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  p e r h a p s  e s s e n t i a l ,  t h e y  

may have  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  u n l e s s  t h e  t e a c h e r  f o s t e r s  a  c l a s s ­

room and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a tm o sp h e re  o f  f reedom  and o p e n n e s s .

F o u r  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  f r e e  and 

open c l a s s r o o m  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a tm o s p h e r e .  F i r s t ,  s t u ­

d e n t  g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  

i n t o  t h e  c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e .  Second ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  f o r e m o s t  

a  r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and a  c o u n s e l o r  t o  them.

T h i r d ,  p a s s i v i t y  and boredom a r e  m in im ized  by s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  and g roup  in v o lv e m e n t .  F i n a l l y ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  i s  a  m u tu a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  b o th  t h e  s t u d e n t  and

170
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t h e  t e a c h e r .  The t e a c h e r ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  works t o  u s e  

o n l y  when n e c e s s a r y  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c l a s s ­

room s i t u a t i o n  i n  which  he i s  t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  o f  c u l t u r e  

and knowledge t h r o u g h  t h e  l e c t u r e  method and t h e  s o l e  

e v a l u a t o r  o f  how w e l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  have  a b so rb e d  t h a t  

knowledge and c u l t u r e .

Because  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  i s  so i n t e g r a l  t o  

e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  u s e  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i n  

p r o s e  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s ,  i t s  f o u r  f a c e t s  and t h e  r a t i o n a l e  

b e h in d  them m e r i t  s p e c i f i c  e x p l a n a t i o n .  T h ere  i s  a  n e e d ,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  be c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e  

on which  t h e s e  f o u r  f e a t u r e s  a r e  b a s e d ,  o f  t h e  most  r e l e ­

v a n t  and s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and e m o t io n a l  s k i l l s  and 

a b i l i t i e s  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  c u l t i v a t e ,  and o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  

t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e  b u t  t r a n s c e n d  t h r o u g h  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  

and s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  t h o s e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r o s e  

f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s .  We s h o u ld  a l s o  g i v e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to  

t h e  s i x  r o l e s  t h a t  make a  c o m p le te  t e a c h e r ,  t o  t h e  means by 

w hich  t h e s e  r o l e s  may be h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  t o  p r o ­

m ote  c e r t a i n  s k i l l s  and o b j e c t i v e s ,  and t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a  t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  be  d e v e l o p i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  

t h i s  r o l e  i n t e g r a t i o n  w e l l .  We a l s o  need  t o  e x p lo r e  t h e  

r e a s o n s  why s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  and group  i n v o l v e ­

m ent  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o  t e a c h i n g  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  

S t r a t e g i e s  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  and f o r  making them
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e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  a l s o  m e r i t  c a r e f u l  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

F i n a l l y ,  s i n c e  a  s t u d e n t ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  a l s o  germane t o  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g ,  we m ust  c o n s i d e r  how i t  can  b e s t  

be  r e l a t e d  t o  o v e r a l l  e v a l u a t i o n  i n  a  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e .

L e a r n i n g  i s  o u r  f i r s t  c o n c e rn  b e c a u se  i n  a  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  c l a s s r o o m  l e a r n i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e a c h i n g ,  i s  o u r  

f o c a l  p o i n t .  The l e a r n i n g  emphasized  by e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i ­

cism i s  t h e  l e a r n i n g  we a r e  c o n ce rn e d  w i th  h e r e .  I t  i s  

l e a r n i n g  a p p ro a c h e d  "a s  a  l i v i n g  in v o lv e m en t  w i t h  l i f e ,  as 

a  commitment t o  v a l u e s ,  as  s e l f - s e a r c h i n g ,  a s  l i s t e n i n g  to  

l i f e , "  a s  s e e k i n g  " a u t h e n t i c  r e l a t e d n e s s "  t o  o t h e r s .  When 

a p p ro a c h e d  i n  t h e s e  ways, l e a r n i n g  becomes " s i g n i f i c a n t ,  

m e a n i n g f u l ,  e x p e r i e n t i a l "  b e c a u s e  i t  e n t a i l s  " f e e l i n g s  and 

p e r s o n a l  m e a n in g s . "  Such l e a r n i n g  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  

v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t  and s e l f - i n i t i a t i o n .

I t  i s  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  p e rv a d e s  t h e  whole p e r s o n  and makes
2

a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  h i s  b e h a v i o r .  I t  i s  l e a r n i n g  how t o  

l e a r n ,  e x p a n d in g  o u r  "ways o f  p e r c e i v i n g  so t h a t  new 

e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  s e e n  f o r  what t h e y  a r e  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  

i n t o  t h e  p e r c e p t u a l  f i e l d "  t h r o u g h  " t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own

•1

C l a r k  M o u s ta k a s ,  P e r s o n a l  Growth (Cambridge ,  M a s s . :  
Howard A. D o y le ,  1 9 6 9 )» P* ix*

O
C a r l  R. R ogers ,  Freedom t o  L ea rn  (Columbus, Ohio :  

C h a r le s  E. M e r r i l l ,  19&9), p p . ”"?-5-
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s t r i v i n g  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d in g . " - ^  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  f i c t i o n ,  as 

two c r i t i c s  n o t e ,  l e a r n i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  can  b e s t  o c c u r  

when t h e  s t u d e n t  becomes d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  w i th  t h e  work and 

r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  demands " t h e  h i g h e s t  a l e r t -  

n e s s  and t h e  f i n e s t  s e n s i b i l i t y . "

T h is  s t u d y  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  such  engagement  and r e c o g ­

n i t i o n  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  most  e f f e c t i v e l y  when we ap p ro a ch  

l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  f i c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  and s u b j e c t i v e  

ways t h r o u g h  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g .  C a r l  R. Rogers 

d e m o n s t r a t e s  how s t u d e n t s  " i n v e s t  more o f  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  

t h e i r  e f f o r t ,  work h a r d e r ,  and r e t a i n  and u s e  more o f  what 

t h e y  have l e a r n e d "  i n  c o u r s e s  t h a t  engage  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  

and s t i m u l a t e  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  p e r s o n a l  m e a n in g s .^  Two 

e x c e l l e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  one i n  r e l a ­

t i o n  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g row th ,  t h e  o t h e r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

e m o t io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  a p p ro a c h  

t o  l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s  and a b i l i t i e s  i n  b o t h  a r e a s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

i f  we a r e  t o  r e a c h  a  p o i n t  a t  which f e e l i n g s  and p e r s o n a l  

m ean ings  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o  l e a r n i n g .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  

works Benjamin  S, Bloom i m p l i e s  t h a t  we must  c u l t i v a t e  t h e

^P e r c e i v i n g , B e h a v in g , Becom ing , ASCD 19 6 2  Yearbook 
Committee (W ash in g to n ,  D.C.s A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S u p e r v i s i o n  
and C u r r ic u lu m  Development ,  NEA, 1 9 6 2 ) ,  pp .  1 8 3 , 195« See 
a l s o  R o ge rs ,  p .  1 6 3 .

4 Reuben A. Brower  and R ic h a rd  P o i r i e r ,  I ii  D e fense  o f  
Reading  (New Yorks E. P. D u t t o n ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  4 .

^Rogers, p. 9 5 . See also Perceiving, p. 154.
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" c o g n i t i v e  domain" f i r s t  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  " h ig h  d e g re e  o f

c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  as  opposed  t o  t h e  " a f f e c t i v e  domain" and
£

i t s  "low l e v e l  o f  a w a r e n e s s . "  E n c o u n te r  c r i t i c i s m ' s  

o b j e c t i v e  o f  p r o m o t in g  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and 

s e l f - c r e a t i o n  t h r o u g h  f i c t i o n  p a r a l l e l s  t h i s  v iew  i n  t h a t  

f o r  such  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  t o  be p o s s i b l e  s t u d e n t s  

must  f i r s t  know t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  work i t s e l f  and t h e n  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  t h e i r  m eanings  and i m p l i c a t i o n s .  S e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

i t s e l f  c a l l s  f o r  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  v e r b a l i z e d  o r d e r i n g  o f  

o u r  r e s p o n s e s  to  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a  work.

Bloom 's  h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

a c t i v i t y  p a r a l l e l s  r a t h e r  w e l l  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s  and 

a b i l i t i e s  we can u t i l i z e  i n  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  a b o u t ,  and 

d i s c u s s i n g  f i c t i o n .  We a r e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e d  t o  remember o r  

r e c a l l  t h e  e le m e n t s  o f  a  work as  t h e y  o c c u r .  This  a c t i v i t y  

f i t s  t h e  "knowledge"  c a t e g o r y  o f  B loom 's  taxonomy. Our 

n e x t  o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  comprehend t h e  work,  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  

b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t  and t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  i t  w i t h o u t  

f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  S e v e r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  

however,  f o r  u s  t o  r e a c h  t h i s  l e v e l .  We may need  t o  make 

f a i t h f u l  and a c c u r a t e  p a r a p h r a s e s  o f  t h e  work,  t o  " t r a n s ­

l a t e . "  We m ust  do m ore ,  th o u g h ;  we m ust  " i n t e r p r e t , "  which 

e n t a i l s  " r e o r d e r i n g , "  r e a r r a n g i n g ,  o r  g i v i n g  " a  new v iew  o f

^Benjam in  S. Bloom, e d . , Taxonomy o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  O b je c ­
t i v e s —Handbook I s  C o g n i t i v e  Domain (New York: David McKay, 
195 6 ) ,  p .  19*
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t h e  m a t e r i a l , "  But  f i c t i o n  has  s u b t l e  d im e n s io n s  t h a t  

r e q u i r e  " e x t r a p o l a t i o n , "  d i s c e r n i n g  " i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  con­

s e q u e n c e s ,  c o r o l l a r i e s ,  e f f e c t s , "  I n  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  

as  w e l l  a s  i n  B loom 's  h i e r a r c h y ,  t h e  n e x t  d im en s io n  i s  

" a p p l i c a t i o n , "  r e l a t i n g  t h e  m ean ing s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  work 

t o  " c o n c r e t e  and p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s "  o u t s i d e  i t .  I f  we 

w ish ,  however,  t o  maximize  o u r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i th  

t h e  s t o r y ,  we need  t o  u t i l i z e  b o t h  " a n a l y s i s "  and " sy n ­

t h e s i s . "  We s h o u ld  f i r s t  b r e a k  down t h e  work " i n t o  i t s  

c o n s t i t u e n t  e le m e n t s  o r  p a r t s  so t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  h i e r ­

a r c h y  o f  i d e a s  i s  made c l e a r , "  We can  t h e n  a r r a n g e  and 

combine t h e  w o r k ' s  e le m e n ts  and p a r t s  " i n  su ch  a way as  to  

c o n s t i t u t e  a p a t t e r n  o r  s t r u c t u r e  n o t  c l e a r l y  t h e r e  b e ­

f o r e . "  F i n a l l y ,  we r e a c h  a  p o i n t  a t  which  we a r e  c a p a b le  

o f  j u d g in g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  work as  an a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i ­

ence ,  j u d g in g  how w e l l  i t  has  done what  i t  s e e k s  t o  do.

We may a l s o  judge  t h e  work by " e x t e r n a l  c r i t e r i a , "  s e e k i n g

t o  d e t e r m i n e  how t r u t h f u l  i t  i s ,  how v a l i d  o r  r e l e v a n t  i t s
7

i d e a s  a r e ,  how much p e r s o n a l  w o r th  t h e y  c o n t a i n .

Bloom goes on  to  p o i n t  o u t  which i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s  

a r e  m os t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  e m o t io n a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  

s i n c e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  two domains i s  t h e  most  

l a s t i n g  and m e a n in g f u l .  The s e l f  i s  a c t i v e  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  t h e  i d e a s  a r e  n o t  j u s t  consumed o r  c r i t i c i z e d  b u t

^Bloom, pp. 32, 204-207.
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u s e d .  The c r e a t i v e  engagement o f  s e l f  p r e d o m i n a t e s ,  

t h o u g h ,  i n  s y n t h e s i s ,  which  m o t i v a t e s  t h e  t h i n k e r  t o  

" p r o j e c t "  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n t o  h i s  l e a r n i n g .  Such p r o j e c ­

t i o n  can f u r n i s h  much i n t r i n s i c  m o t i v a t i o n .  But  e m o t io n a l  

a c t i v i t y ,  "where v a l u e s ,  l i k i n g  and  e n j o y i n g  (and t h e i r  

a b s e n c e  o r  c o n t r a r i e s )  a r e  t h e  c e n t r a l  p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d , "  

i s  p e rh a p s  b e s t  s t i m u l a t e d  by e v a l u a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  

i n  e v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  we sometimes b e g i n  t o  a c q u i r e  new knowl­

edge ,  t o  make "a  new a t t e m p t  a t  c o m p re h en s io n  o r  a p p l i c a -
Q

t i o n ,  o r  a  new a n a l y s i s  o r  s y n t h e s i s . "  A l th o u g h  a e s t h e t i c  

judgm ents  can p ro m o te  t h e s e  ends i n  f i c t i o n a l  s t u d y  a t  

t i m e s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  n e a r l y  as  p o w e r f u l  and p e r v a s i v e  a s  

judgm en ts  o f  t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  v a l i d i t y ,  r e l e v a n c y ,  and p e r ­

s o n a l  w o r t h  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a  w o r k ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and mean­

i n g s .  I n  f a c t ,  a e s t h e t i c  judgm ents  can  i n h i b i t  and  a r e  

o f t e n  i n t e n d e d  t o  b lo c k  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  judgm ent .

But i t  i s  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  

t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  and  s u b j e c t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  can  b e s t  b r i n g  

t h e  a f f e c t i v e  h i e r a r c h y  i n t o  f u l l  and deep  p l a y  i n  l i t e r a r y  

s t u d y .  The t h r e e  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  who o u t l i n e  t h i s  domain 

im p ly  t h a t  such  p l a y  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u se  each  p h a s e  o f  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y  h a s  an e m o t io n a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  e q u a l  

im p o r t .  Thus, a s  w i th  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i e r a r c h y ,  we can  

s e e  how each  a r e a  o f  t h e  a f f e c t i v e  domain works i n  r e l a t i o n

^Bloom, pp. 167-18^.
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t o  f i c t i o n a l  s t u d y  and d i s c u s s i o n .  At f i r s t  we must  be

w i l l i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  o r  pay  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  work.  I n  do in g

s o ,  o u r  d e g r e e  o f  r e c e p t i v i t y  can  r a n g e  from mere s u p e r ­

f i c i a l  a w a re n e s s  to  " c o n t r o l l e d  o r  s e l e c t e d  a t t e n t i o n . "  

Second,  we m ust  re s p o n d  t o  t h e  work. Our f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  

may be  mere  " a c q u i e s c e n c e , "  b u t  we sh o u ld  move t o  v o l u n t a r y  

r e s p o n s e  and t h e n  f i n d  " s e l f - r e i n f o r c i n g  q u a l i t i e s "  i n  t h e  

work t h a t  make o u r  r e s p o n s e s  s a t i s f y i n g  o r  m e a n in g f u l .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  we s h o u ld  be j u s t  as  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  d i s ­

t u r b i n g  d im e n s io n s  we s e e  i n  t h e  work.

As we r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and a c t i o n  and t o  t h e

m ean ings  t h e y  g e n e r a t e ,  we b e g i n  t o  b r i n g  o u r  v a l u e s  t o  

b e a r  upon t h e  work and have t h o s e  v a l u e s  t e s t e d  by t h e  

l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  We b e g i n  t o  s e e  i f  what we v a l u e  

o u r s e l v e s  o r  f i n d  v a l u a b l e  i n  t h e  work embodies s im p le  

a c c e p t a n c e ,  mere  p r e f e r e n c e ,  o r  some d e g re e  o f  p e r s o n a l  

c o n v i c t i o n  o r  commitment.  We can  ju dg e  which  d im e n s io n  

i s  p r e s e n t  by  t h e  amount o f  t i m e ,  e n e rg y ,  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s ,  

o r  a c t i o n  we i n v e s t  i n  what we e n c o u n t e r  i n  t h e  s t o r y .

Once we e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  work as  a  w ho le ,  we b e g i n  t o  o r ­

g a n i z e  o u r  v a l u e  f e e l i n g s .  We s e n s e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

and f o c u s  o u r  em ot ions  on t h e  dom inant  o r  p e r v a s i v e  o n e s .

We f i n a l l y  come t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h i s  v a l u i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  domain when we c o n c e p t u a l i z e  o u r  f e e l i n g s  i n  v e r b a l  

o r  sy m b o l ic  t e r m s .  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  e n c o u n t e r
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c r i t i c i s m  i s  m os t  i m p o r t a n t .  The r e a d e r  and t h e  p e r s o n  

become u n i f i e d  a s  one who c an  e x p r e s s  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  d i s ­

c u s s i o n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  and judgments  and t h e n  o r ­

g a n i z e  them i n t o  so m e th in g  o f  a  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y .

What t h i s  a f f e c t i v e  p r o c e s s  and i t s  u s e  i n  f i c t i o n a l  

s t u d y  prom ote  i s  o u r  deve lo p m en t  o f  an i d e n t i t y  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  by v a l u e s ,  " t h e  b a s i c  t h r e a d s  o r  s e t s  o f  o r i e n ­

t a t i o n s  which a c c o u n t  f o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i s p a r a t e  

b e h a v i o r "  and u l t i m a t e l y  by  a  v a l u e  complex,  " t h e  p r i n ­

c i p l e s  and i d e a l s ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c r e d o ,  which  p r o v i d e  an 

i n t e g r a t i o n  and c o n s i s t e n c y  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  

l i v e s . "  T h is  v a l u e  complex emerges o n ly  f rom a l i f e  i n

which " t im e  and e x p e r i e n c e  i n t e r a c t  w i th  a f f e c t i v e  and
g

c o g n i t i v e  l e a r n i n g s . " ^  Both  t y p e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  can be  em­

p lo y e d  i n  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s  t h a t  s t r e s s  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,

t o  a c h i e v e  J e a n  P i a g e t ' s  t h r e e  f u n d a m e n ta l  e d u c a t i o n a l  ob ­

j e c t i v e s :  t h e  deve lo p m en t  o f  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g ,  n o t  j u s t

memory; t h e  en couragem en t  o f  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ;  and t h e
10s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  l e a r n i n g .

Because  o f  s o c i a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  im b a la n c e s  and i n ­

c o n g r u e n c i e s ,  we can  b e s t  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  ends  i n  t e a c h i n g

g
'D a v id  R. K ra th w o h l ,  Benjamin  S. Bloom, and B e r t r a m  B. 

M as ia ,  Taxonomy o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  O b j e c t i v e s - - Handbook I I :  
A f f e c t i v e  Domain~TNew York: David McKay, 196k), p p .  9 ^ -1 6 5 .

10As d e s c r i b e d  i n  A r t h u r  A. C a r i n  and Rober t  B. Sund, 
D e v e lo p in g  Q u e s t i o n i n g  T ech n iqu es  (Columbus, Ohio: C h a r l e s  
E. M e r r i l l ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  2T.
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f i c t i o n  by  c u l t i v a t i n g  i n  o u r s e l v e s  and i n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  

t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  s e l f - g r o w t h  t h a t  Rogers  s t r e s s e s :  " c r e a ­

t i v i t y ,  i n i t i a t i v e ,  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ,  s e l f ­

a c c e p t a n c e ,  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g . "  T hese  q u a l i t i e s  can  emerge 

w e l l  i f  we i n t e g r a t e  s e l f - e x p l o r a t o r y  o b j e c t i v e s  i n t o  

s t u d e n t  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  and d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f i c t i o n .  We must  

p r o v i d e  a  c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e  and c l a s s r o o m  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  

s t i m u l a t e  t h e  s t u d e n t  " t o  examine h i m s e l f ,  h i s  h um an i ty ,  

t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  a r e  s h a p i n g  h im."  At t h e  same t im e  we 

s h o u l d  p rom o te  " u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  sh a p e  

human b e h a v i o r  i n  g e n e r a l "  a s  t h e y  emerge from t h e  f i c t i o n  

and g e t  t h e  s t u d e n t  to  u s e  them t o  d e v e lo p  s k i l l  i n  a n a ­

l y z i n g  t h e  " p e r s o n a l  c o n ce rn s"  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  f i c t i o n .

We must n o t ,  however ,  g e t  him so a b s o r b e d  i n  t h i s  s k i l l  

t h a t  he n e g l e c t s  a n  e m p a th e t i c  " a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  ego-  

c o n c e m s  o f  t h o s e  a bou t  him" and o f  t h o s e  he  e n c o u n t e r s  

i n  t h e  f i c t i o n .  I n  c o m b in a t io n ,  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u ld

h e l p  b r i n g  abo u t  " c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  d i g n i t y  and worth"  and
11" b e l i e f  i n  t h e  d i g n i t y  and worth  o f  o t h e r s . "

I f  we a r e  t o  promote  t h e s e  e n d s  e f f e c t i v e l y  and 

a c h i e v e  maximal  c o g n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  l e a r n i n g s ,  we 

m u s t  work t o  know o u r  s t u d e n t s  a s  p e r s o n s  a s  much a s  we 

c a n  w i t h i n  g iv e n  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  and  t o  i n t e g r a t e  what we

11 R o g e rs ,  p p .  20-32.  See a l s o  P e r c e i v i n g , p p .  81-  
90 ;  Bruce Joyce  and Marsha W eil ,  Models o f  T each in g  
(Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  32^.
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d i s c o v e r  a b o u t  t h e i r  g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l ­

i t i e s  i n t o  o u r  t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  im p a c t  and 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t e a c h i n g  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  we 

s h o u ld  r e s p e c t  them a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e s e  ways and r e c o g ­

n i z e  how t h e y  i n t e r p e n e t r a t e  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and p e r s o n a l  

i d e n t i t y .  We can  b e g in  by  s e e k i n g  t o  know them and by 

u t i l i z i n g  t h a t  knowledge i n  o u r  t e a c h i n g .  Because  we must  

do so e a r l y  i n  a  c o u r s e  and can o n l y  a c h i e v e  su c h  knowledge 

on a  p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  b a s i s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  i f  a t  

a l l ,  we may do b e s t  to  employ v a r i o u s  s u r v e y s ,  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  

o r  w r i t i n g  a s s ig n m e n t s  t o  g e t  a  g rou p  d i a g n o s i s  o f  s t u d e n t  

g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s .  But b e c a u s e  we 

a r e  l i v i n g  i n  an e r a  p e rv a d e d  by a n x i e t i e s  stemming from 

m an’s s e a r c h  f o r  m ean in g ,  we f i r s t  need  t o  d e te r m in e  how 

much o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d e n t s  s u f f e r  from t h e s e  a n x i e t i e s .

We can  t h e n  b e g i n  t o  s e e  how much em phasis  we m ust  g i v e  t o  

t h e  i d e n t i t y  c o n c e p t  and t o  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  and t o  s e e  

how much t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  c an  e n a b le  s t u d e n t s ,  as

Rogers  p u t s  i t ,  " to  g r a p p l e  d i r e c t l y  and p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h
12t h e  p rob lem  o f  t h e  m ean in g  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s . "  Two p s y ­

c h o l o g i s t s  have  d e v i s e d  a n  " E x i s t e n t i a l  A n x i e ty  S c a l e "  and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  r e l i a b i l i t y  as  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m easu re  o f  

s t u d e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on p e r s o n a l  m eaning  and r e l a t e d  con­

c e r n s  o f  p u r p o s e ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  i n v o lv e m e n t ,  g o a l s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,

12Rogers, p. 31^.
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and v a l u e s . ^  I  have  found i t  t h e  m ost  u s e f u l  m easu re  

a v a i l a b l e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  

in fo rm  p o i n t s  o f  v iew  on c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c i e t y ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  

and t h e  s t u d y  and t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n .

I n  u s i n g  t h i s  s c a l e  we may d i s c o v e r  t h a t  many s t u ­

d e n t s  have  few, i f  any, c o n s c i o u s l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  g o a l s  o r  

v a l u e  o b j e c t i v e s  above and beyond a  s u p e r f i c i a l  l e v e l .  Be­

c a u se  o f  t h i s  v e r y  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  o u t l o o k ,  i t  seems 

more v a l u a b l e  t h a n  i t  m ig h t  o t h e r w i s e  be  t o  have  them 

examine g o a l  and v a l u e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and o r d e r  them a c ­

c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s .  S in c e  we a r e  d e a l i n g  

t h r o u g h  f i c t i o n  w i t h  e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  l i f e — 

w i t h  p e o p l e ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  v a l u e s ,  g o a l s ,  and m o t i v a -  

t i o n s - - w e  need t o  know t h e s e  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  however  weak 

t h e y  may b e ,  i f  we a re  t o  s t i m u l a t e  m e a n in g f u l  s t u d e n t  i n ­

v o lv e m e n t ,  r e s p o n s e ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n  by  r e l a t i n g  them to  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  work u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I n  t h i s  way we a r e  

b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  make t h e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  o c c u r s  a u t h e n t i c  and 

r e l e v a n t  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  b e c a u se  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a

work i s  b r o u g h t  c l o s e r  " t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which  what has
i I l

been  l e a r n e d  w i l l  be u s e d . "  H a ro ld  B. Dunkel p r o v i d e s  a

13•^Lawrence R. Good and K a t h e r i n e  C. Good, "A P r e l i m i ­
n a r y  M easure  o f  E x i s t e n t i a l  A n x i e t y , "  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  Re­
p o r t s , 3k (197*0.  72-7k.

Ik
S te p h e n  M. Corey,  " P s y c h o l o g i c a l  F o u n d a t io n s  o f  

G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n , "  i n  G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n , ed .  N e lson  B. 
Henry (C h icag o :  Univ .  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p .  67.
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15u s e f u l  i n v e n t o r y  w h ic h  s t u d e n t s  can  u se  t o  r a n k  g o a l s ,

and C. W. M o r r i s  h a s  f o r m u la t e d  an  e x c e l l e n t  s u r v e y  f o r
1 6t h e  o r d e r i n g  o f  v a l u e  p r e f e r e n c e s .  A l th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  

some o v e r l a p p i n g  i n  t h e  two i n s t r u m e n t s ,  b o t h  have enough 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  t o  m e r i t  u s e .  M o r r i s ' s  s u r v e y  

p r o v i d e s  a  p a r a g r a p h  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  on e ac h  v a l u e ,  b u t  

D u n k e l ' s  i n v e n t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o n ly  o f  one s e n t e n c e  g o a l s .

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  s t u d e n t s  m ig h t  f i n d  th e  M o r r i s  a p p ro a c h  

f a r  more p r o v o c a t i v e  t h a n  D u n k e l ' s .

As t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  we may a l s o  f i n d  u s e f u l  knowl­

edge  about  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s .

We c o u ld ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a sk  them to  l i s t  t h e i r  b a s i c  i n t e r e s t s  

and t o  w r i t e  about  t h e i r  m os t  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a  

g e n e r a l  way. But t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  and  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s  may b e  i m p l i c i t  enough i n  t h e  o t h e r  s u r v e y s  f o r  us 

t o  g e n e r a t e  t h e i r  r e v e l a t i o n  i n  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s .  We 

s h o u l d ,  how ever ,  w an t  to  know a t  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  a  c o u rs e  

w ha t  our s t u d e n t s '  i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  i n  r e l a ­

t i o n  to  f i c t i o n  i t s e l f .  Dunkel  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  f i c t i o n  i n ­

v e n t o r y  t h a t  a c c o m p l i sh e s  t h i s  t a s k  v e ry  w e l l  i f  m o d i f i e d  

i n  p a r t  t o  a p p ly  t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  l i f e .  I t s  n in e  c a t e g o r i e s  

c o v e r  j u s t  a b o u t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  from w h ic h  

1 <̂
H aro ld  B. D u nk e l ,  G e n e ra l  E d u c a t io n  i n  t h e  Human­

i t i e s  (W ashing ton ,  D .C . t  American  C o u n c i l  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
19^7)»  pp.  2 0 - 3 0 .

16V a r i e t i e s  o f  Human V a lue  (Chicago:  U n iv .  o f  Chicago 
P r e s s ,  1956) , pp. 1 5 - 1 9 .
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s t u d e n t s  c a n  v iew  f i c t i o n :  (1) R e l a x a t i o n  and P a s t i m e ,

(2 )  E sc ap e ,  (3) A s s o c i a t i o n a l  V a l u e s ,  (4)  I n f o r m a t i o n — 

I n t i m a t e  P e r s o n a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  (5) I n f o r m a t i o n —S o c i o - C i v i c  

M a t t e r s ,  (6)  I n f o r m a t i o n —P h i l o s o p h y  o f  L i f e ,  (7)  I n fo rm a ­

t i o n - A d d i t i o n a l  I t e m s ,  (8)  T e c h n i c a l - C r i t i c a l ,  and (9)
1 7S e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t . C a t e g o r i e s  (3 )  t h r o u g h  (7) and c a t e ­

g o r y  (9) a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  domain o f  en­

c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  how s t u d e n t s  have  a l r e a d y  

b e en  u s i n g  f i c t i o n  f o r  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n .

We can  f u r t h e r  know o u r  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  

f i c t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e r i e n c e s  by h a v in g  them w r i t e  

an e s s a y  on a s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  c h o o s in g  i n  which t h e y  ap­

p r o a c h  t h e  work i n  w h a te v e r  way t h e y  w ish .

T his  a s s ig n m e n t  may a l s o  s e r v e  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p u r ­

p o s e ;  i t  may r e v e a l  how w e l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p e r c e i v e ,  t h i n k ,  

and e x p r e s s  th e m s e lv e s  i n  g e n e r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

f i c t i o n .  T h is  knowledge i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

t e a c h e r  m u s t  " c r e a t e  i d e a t i o n a l  l i n k a g e s  be tw een  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t ' s  own c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  and t h a t  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  

t o  be t a u g h t . "  A l th o u g h  t h e  t e a c h e r  can  u s e  a  s t u d e n t ' s  

m o t i v a t i o n a l ,  v a l u e ,  and s e n s o r y  o r i e n t a t i o n s  i n  su c h  c r e a ­

t i o n ,  he n e e d s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on m a tc h in g  " th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y  w i t h  l e a r n e r s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s . "  The s t u d e n t ' s  l e v e l  o f  " c o g n i t i v e  c o m p le x i ty "

17Dunkel, pp. 297-301.
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i s  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  su c h  m a t c h i n g .  The t e a c h e r  sh o u ld

a d j u s t  t h e  amount o f  s t r u c t u r e  i n  a  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  complex-
1 fii t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  de v e lo p m e n t  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s .

S e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  f o u r  s t a g e s  o f  

c o m p l e x i t y  and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  e ac h .  S t u d e n t s  

i n  t h e  l o w e s t  s t a g e  have  f i x e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e s p o n s e ,  an 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  v iew  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which  s t r e s s e s  r i g h t  

and wrong, and t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  p e rv a d e d  by 

s t e r e o t y p e s .  They r e q u i r e  a  r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l - s t r u c t u r e d  

l e a r n i n g  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  b u t  w i th  " a  s t r e s s  on s e l f - d e l i n e a t i o n  

and n e g o t i a t i o n . "  Those a t  t h e  second  s t a g e  t e n d  a c t i v e l y  

t o  r e s i s t  a u t h o r i t y  and c o n t r o l  and t o  " d i c h o to m iz e "  

t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t .  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  c o u r s e  s t r u c ­

t u r e  n e e d s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  " n e g o t i a t i o n  i n  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s  and d i v e r g e n c e  i n  deve lopm ent  o f  r u l e s  and con­

c e p t s . "  A l th o u g h  t h i r d - s t a g e  s t u d e n t s  have  "some d i f f i ­

c u l t y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  t a s k  o r i e n t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

c o n c e rn  w i t h  t h e  deve lopm ent  o f  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s , "  

t h e y  a r e  s t a r t i n g  " t o  b a l a n c e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and t o  b u i l d  

c o n c e p t s  which  b a l a n c e  d i f f e r i n g  p o i n t s  o f  v iew  and i d e a s . "  

Such s t u d e n t s  sh o u ld  have  a f a i r l y  open c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e  

w i t h i n  which  t h e y  can work to w a rd  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  and a t  

t h e  same t im e  b u i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  g r a d ­

u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r  and f e l l o w

■^Joyce and Weil, pp. 168, 298-299*
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s t u d e n t s .  B ecause  t h e y  have "a  b a l a n c e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  w i th  

r e s p e c t  t o  t a s k  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  i n t e r ­

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s , "  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  a r e  

a d a p t a b l e  t o  any s t r u c t u r e .  Such s t u d e n t s  p r o f i t  m o s t ,  

however ,  from s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  e n v i ro n m e n ts  c h a r ­

a c t e r i z e d  by i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  and complex c o g n i t i v e  and 

a f f e c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s  and in v o lv e m e n t s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  i d e a s

and r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  which  deepen  and b r o a d e n  t h e i r  
19i d e n t i t i e s . 7

The c a r d i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  i n  m a tc h in g  s t u d e n t s  and

s t r u c t u r e s  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  a t  a  low c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l  p r o f i t

most  f rom h i g h  s t r u c t u r e  and t h o s e  a t  a  h i g h  l e v e l  g a i n

t h e  m ost  from low s t r u c t u r e .  We, however ,  must  t a k e  c a r e

n o t  t o  s t r a i g h t - j a c k e t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a t  a  low l e v e l .  We

m ust  a lw ay s  be w ork ing  t o  i n d u c e  them " to  p r o g r e s s  toward
20c o m p l e x i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y . "  I n  o t h e r  w ords ,  we g r a d ­

u a l l y  move from an  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a 

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  s i t u a t i o n  as  open and f r e e  as 

t h e  s t u d e n t s  can  p r o f i t  f rom . A l th o u g h  we may p r e f e r  t h e  

o p e n -e n d ed  e s s a y  on a  work t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  s t u d e n t s '  

c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l s ,  we may a l s o  f i n d  a  b r o a d e r  method more

■^Joyce  and W ei l ,  pp .  3 0 3 -3 0 ^ .  See a l s o  David E. 
Hunt ,  "A C o n c e p tu a l  L ev e l  M a tch in g  Model f o r  C o o r d i n a t i n g  
L e a r n e r  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i t h  E d u c a t i o n a l  A p p r o a c h e s , "  
I n t e r c h a n g e : A J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s , 1 (1 9 7 0 ) ,  
68- 7 0 .

90 Jo y c e  and W ei l ,  pp .  303» 306.  See a l s o  Bloom, 
p .  37;  Hunt ,  p .  7 6 .
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r e l i a b l e ,  David  E, Hunt s u g g e s t s  s i x  b r i e f  e s s a y  a s ­

s ig n m e n ts  we can u s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l s :  ( l )  

"What I  t h i n k  a b ou t  r u l e s  . . (2 )  "When I  am c r i t i ­

c i z e d  . , (3)  "What I  t h i n k  a b o u t  p a r e n t s  . .

( ^ )  "When someone d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  me . , (5 )  "When I  am
21n o t  s u r e  . . (6)  "When I  am t o l d  what to  do . . . . "

A l l  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  know o u r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e s e  

g e n e r a l  ways a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e  and t o  

u s e  t h a t  knowledge i n  t h a t  c o u r s e  can  f a c i l i t a t e  l e a r n i n g  

by h e l p i n g  them a c h i e v e  what J .  Samuel Bois  c a l l s  "seman­

t i c  b a l a n c e , "  I t  i s  " t h e  h e a l t h y  s t a t e  o f  a p e r s o n  who 

f u n c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  optimum ra n g e  f o r  h i s  a g e ,  h i s  educa ­

t i o n ,  h i s  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  h i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  f u t u r e ,  and

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  e nv iro n m en t  i n  which he  happens 
22t o  b e . "  Because  what we t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s t u ­

d e n t s  o f t e n  d e t e r m i n e s  how we t e a c h ,  we sh o u ld  be aware 

t h a t  t o  want  g e n u i n e l y  t o  d i s c o v e r  and u se  knowledge o f  

s t u d e n t s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  h e a l t h y  s t a t e  we must  r i d  o u r ­

s e l v e s  o f  any  s t r o n g  t e n d e n c y  we m ig h t  have t o  d i s t r u s t  

s t u d e n t s .  We c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  

have  to o  l i t t l e  wisdom t o  know what i s  b e s t  f o r  them; t h a t  

s t u d e n t s  t e n d  t o  s e e k  t h e  e a s y  way o u t ;  o r  t h a t  i f  n o t  

com pe l led  t o  be i n d u s t r i o u s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  w a s t e  t im e  i n

"^Hunt ,  p .  71- 
22The A r t  o f  A w a re n e s s . 2nd ed.  (Dubuque, Iowa: Wm.

C. Brown Co. ,  1970)> p« ^1•
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t r i v i a l i t y  and f r i v o l i t y .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  we s h o u ld  n o t  

s t r e s s  a s  o u r  p r i m a r y  t a s k  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o ­

ward v i r t u e ,  c o e r c i n g  them to  p u r s u e  i t .  I f  we c o n t i n u ­

a l l y  a p p ro a c h  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e s e  ways,  we may w e l l  c o n t i n u e  

i n  o u r  c y n ic i s m  b e c a u s e  we may f u r t h e r  c u l t i v a t e  i n  s t u ­

d e n t s  t h e  v e r y  q u a l i t i e s  such  a p p ro a c h e s  seek  t o  e l i m i ­

n a t e .

I n s t e a d ,  a s  s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  p o i n t  o u t ,  we as  

t e a c h e r s  need  t o  p r o c e e d  "on t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  we can  

h e l p  s t u d e n t s  l i v e  w i s e l y ,  u s e f u l l y ,  and h a p p i l y  by i d e n ­

t i f y i n g ,  s u p p o r t i n g ,  and u s i n g  t h e i r  own d r i v e s  and ex­

p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  and e m o t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s ,  t h e i r  

f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a b o u t  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  and  a b o u t  

l i f e ,  a l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n . I f  we c o n c u r  

on t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n ,  t h e n  we s h o u l d  se e  t h a t  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m  i s  j u s t  a s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t e a c h i n g  f i c t i o n  as  i t  

i s  t o  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  f i c t i o n .  One s u g g e s t i o n  a p p l i c a b l e

t o  t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  t o  a p p ro a c h  s t u d e n t  c r i t i c a l  e f f o r t s
ph.

d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y .  A n o t h e r  i s  t o  b u i l d  a  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e

a ro u nd  works  "w h ich  a r e  on s t u d e n t s '  l e v e l  o f  s e n s i b i l i t y  

and c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  i n t e r e s t s  and p r o b le m s .

^■^Malcolm S .  MacLean and E s t h e r  Raushen,  " G e n e ra l  
E d u c a t i o n  f o r  S t u d e n t s , "  i n  G e n e ra l  E d u c a t i o n , p p ,  173 -18^ .

ph,
Brower and P o i r e r ,  p .  17.

2 ‘S^Simon 0 .  L e s s e r ,  F i c t i o n  and t h e  U n c o n sc io u s  (Bostons  
Beacon P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  301.
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I f  we s t r u c t u r e  o u r  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e s e  ways,  we show 

s t u d e n t s  t h a t  we p r i z e  them as  p e r s o n s  by knowing and u s ­

i n g  t h e i r  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t  m ean ing ,  t h e i r  v a l u e s ,  g o a l s ,  

i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s .  We a l s o  e n a b le  them t o  b e g in  

s e n s i n g  and f e e l i n g  what  i s  g o in g  on w i t h i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

what t h e y  a r e  f e e l i n g ,  what  t h e y  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g ,  and how 

t h e y  a r e  r e s p o n d i n g  when t h e y  s t u d y ,  a n a l y z e ,  and d i s c u s s  

f i c t i o n . ^

I n  s e e k i n g  t o  t e a c h  f i c t i o n  so  t h a t  t h e  most  s i g n i f ­

i c a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  r e s p o n d i n g  and 

v a l u i n g ,  s e l f - e x p l o r a t o r y  o b j e c t i v e s ,  and s t u d e n t  g o a l s ,  

v a l u e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and c o g n i t i v e  l e v e l s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  

and m e a n i n g f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d ,  we m ust  d e s c r i b e  and e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  r e l a t i v e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  t h e  

t e a c h e r ' s  s i x  p o s s i b l e  r o l e s s  e x p e r t ,  f o rm a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  

s o c i a l i z i n g  a g e n t ,  ego i d e a l ,  p e r s o n ,  and f a c i l i t a t o r .  

W i l b e r t  J .  McKeachie c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h i s  end by  d e s c r i b i n g  

t h e  "m ajor  g o a l s "  o f  each  r o l e ,  t h e  " c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s k i l l s "

n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r fo rm  each  r o l e ,  and t h e  " m a jo r  s o u r c e s  o f
2*7s t u d e n t  m o t i v a t i o n  (and  f e a r ) "  i n h e r e n t  i n  e ac h  r o l e .

J u s t  a s  we r e l a t e d  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  h i e r a r c h i e s  

t o  f i c t i o n a l  s t u d y ,  we c an  r e l a t e  M c K e a c h ie ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n s

C a r l  R. Rogers and B a r ry  S t e v e n s ,  P e r s o n  t o  P e r s o n  
(New Yorks P o c k e t  Books, 1 9 6 7 ) 1  p« 12.

^ T ea ch in g  T i p s : A Guidebook f o r  t h e  B e g in n in g  C o l l e g e  
T e a c h e r  ( L e x i n g to n ,  M a s s . :  D.C. H e a th  & C o . , 1969)* pp- 
3 7 -5 2 .
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t o  t h e  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m ,  as  w e l l  a s  b r i n g  i n  p e r t i n e n t  i d e a s  o f  o t h e r s .

As e x p e r t ,  t h e  f i c t i o n  t e a c h e r ' s  t a s k  i s  o f t e n  t o  t r a n s m i t  

knowledge ab o u t  w r i t e r s  and t h e i r  works and p e r h a p s  about  

l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  he must  a l s o  e x p l a i n  

" t h e  c o n c e p t s  and p e r s p e c t i v e s "  germane t o  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t ­

i c i s m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  i d e n t i t y  d ev e lo pm en t  and 

i t s  r a t i o n a l e .  Depending  upon t h e  s t u d e n t s '  e x p e r i e n c e  

w i th  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  he w i l l  have  t o  e x p l a i n  and demon­

s t r a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  

sh o u ld  be  as  l i m i t e d  as  p o s s i b l e ,  g o in g  o n l y  so f a r  as 

n e c e s s a r y  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  " s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o n c e p t s  which  form
pO

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n - p r o c e s s i n g  sys tem "  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y .  

A l th o u g h  s c h o l a r l y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l ,  and a n sw e r in g  q u e s t i o n s  r e l e v a n t  t o  

f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

s k i l l s  o f  t h e  e x p e r t  r o l e ,  some t e a c h e r s  may w ish  t o  draw 

t h e  p o i n t s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  t o  w h a te v e r  e x t e n t  t im e  

and s t u d e n t  backg rou n ds  make p o s s i b l e .  However he  im p le ­

ments  h i s  e x p e r t i s e ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  i n  t h i s  r o l e  s h o u ld  be 

aware t h a t  he i s  a p p e a l i n g  t o  a  s t u d e n t ' s  " c u r i o s i t y ;  need  

f o r  a c h i e v e m e n t ;  i n t r i n s i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o n t e n t ;  ( f e a r  o f  

b e i n g / a p p e a r i n g  s t u p i d ;  f e a r  o f  b e in g  sn o w e d ) . "  With t h i s  

a w a r e n e s s ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  m ig h t  do b e s t  t o  assume a  p o s t u r e  o f

^Joyce and Weil, p. 1 6 5.
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s h a r i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  one o f  i m p o s i t i o n ; h i s  e x p e r t i s e  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  a  r e s o u r c e  f o r  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  so m e th in g  he 

u s e s  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e i r  m in d s .

Some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  fo rm a l  a u t h o r i t y  a r e  

as  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m  as  a r e  t h o s e  o f  h i s  r o l e  a s  e x p e r t ,  b u t  he  sh o u ld  

s h a r e  them w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  as  much as  p o s s i b l e .  He 

s h o u l d  make c l e a r  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  

c o u r s e  and how t h e y  a r e  t o  be  a c h i e v e d .  He must a l s o  

d e t e r m i n e  how much s t r u c t u r e  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  t o  have  a c c o r d ­

in g  t o  what he  knows a b o u t  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  n a t u r e  and 

number o f  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  and t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  

t h o s e  a s s i g n m e n t s .  I f  he e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  im­

m e d i a t e l y ,  he  can p r e p a r e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e a r l y  f o r  t h e  s e l f -  

e v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  i s  t o  accompany t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n .  He 

sh o u ld  a l s o  make t h e  s t u d e n t s  aware  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l ­

i t i e s  f o r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  w o rk s ,  f o r  in v o lv e m e n t  i n  

c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and t h e  r o l e s  t h a t  such  s t u d y  and i n ­

vo lv em en t  p l a y  i n  m u tu a l  e v a l u a t i o n .  I t  i s  g r a n t e d  h e r e  

t h a t  many c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  f e e l  d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e i r  i n ­

s t r u c t o r  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and t h a t  many 

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  g r a d e s .  They f e a r  

b e in g  l o s t  o r  engaged i n  i r r e l e v a n c i e s ; t h e y  f e a r  f a i l u r e .  

At t h e  same t i m e ,  however ,  t h i s  s t u d y ' s  p r e m i s e  i s  t h a t  

t h e  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  work tow ard  i n t e r d e ­

p e n d enc e  and d e -e m p h a s iz e  g r a d e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  what t h o s e



191

g r a d e s  r e f l e c t  i n  t h e  way o f  s t u d e n t  s e l f - c r e a t i o n  and

s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  a b o u t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  t h i n k  and f e e l  and t o

e x p r e s s  h i s  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  o r a l l y  and i n  w r i t i n g .

As two t e a c h e r - c r i t i c s  a s s e r t ,  we sh o u ld  u s e  o u r  e x p e r t i s e

and f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t y  o n ly  i n s o f a r  as  t h e y  h e lp  us  work w i t h
29s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  f o r  them o r  o v e r  them. 7

The s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r  o f  f i c t i o n  who u t i l i z e s  

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  can  a l s o  work w e l l  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a s  a  

s o c i a l i z i n g  a g e n t ,  b u t  o n l y  i f  he m a i n t a i n s  h i s  p o s t u r e  o f  

s h a r i n g  and r e s t r a i n s  any  t e n d e n c y  t o  im pose .  As he  g u i d e s  

l i t e r a r y  s t u d y ,  he can make s t u d e n t s  aware  o f  i t s  v a l u e  i n  

and f o r  i t s e l f .  Even th o u g h  he may n o t  w ish  t o  go so f a r  

a s  t o  c o n v e r t  s t u d e n t s  t o  a  l i t e r a t u r e  m a j o r ,  he c an  p r o ­

mote  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y  a s  a  m e a n in g f u l  p a s t i m e  o r  a v o c a t i o n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ' s  d i m e n s io n s .  What­

e v e r  d i r e c t i o n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  demands and 

rew ard s  o f  s t u d y i n g  f i c t i o n  t a k e ,  he w i l l  be p r o m p t in g  t h e  

s t u d e n t ' s  need  t o  c l a r i f y  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  and c a l l i n g .

By c o n v e y in g  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  and v a l u e  o f  t h e  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  and e m o t i o n a l  g row th  t h a t  l i t e r a r y  s t u d y  f a c i l i ­

t a t e s ,  t h e  f i c t i o n  t e a c h e r  can  a l s o  f u n c t i o n  as  so m e th in g  

o f  an  ego i d e a l  t o  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  He can  a p p e a l  t o  t h e i r  

d e s i r e s  f o r  i n v o l v e d  i n t e r e s t ,  f o r  a  m odel ,  and f o r  "a  

p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  i d e a l s "  by d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e

297Brower and Poirer, p. 8,
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v a l u e  o f  and h i s  commitment t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t o  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m ,  and t o  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  B e in g  t h e  ego 

i d e a l  o f  o n e ' s  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  n o t ,  however ,  be  c e n t r a l  

t o  o n e ' s  t e a c h i n g ,  n o r  s h o u l d  i t  be an  end i n  i t s e l f .

R a th e r ,  one s h o u l d  do t h i n g s  t h a t  may make some s t u d e n t s  

adm ire  him as  p a r t  o f  h i s  t o t a l  e f f o r t  t o  a c h i e v e  maximal  

s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  

im p lem en ts  t h e  app ro a ch  and m e th o d o lo g y  o f  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m .

A l th o u g h  many c o l l e g e  t e a c h e r s  f u n c t i o n  w e l l  as e x ­

p e r t s  and  f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and even  as  s o c i a l i z i n g  

a g e n t s  and ego i d e a l s ,  many f a i l  t o  f u n c t i o n  e q u a l l y  w e l l  

i n  what t h i s  s t u d y  assumes t o  be  t h e  two most  s i g n i f i c a n t  

r o l e s ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  as p e r s o n  and t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  f a c i l i t a t o r .  

Be ing  a  p e r s o n  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  McKeachie p o i n t s  o u t ,  

n o t  o n l y  v a l i d a t e s  o u r  hu m an i ty ;  i t  a l s o  v a l i d a t e s  t h a t  o f  

o u r  s t u d e n t s .  When we r e v e a l  o u r s e l v e s  i n  ways which c l a r ­

i f y  o u r  i d e n t i t i e s  beyond o u r  r o l e s  a s  t e a c h e r s  and a r e  

" t r u s t w o r t h y  and warm enough t o  e n c o u ra g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  be

open as  w e l l , "  we l e t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  know t h a t  we v a l u e  them
30as  p e o p l e ,  n o t  a s  " p r o d u c t s . " ^

As Rogers shows,  a t e a c h e r ' s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t u d e n t s  as 

a p e r s o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  p ro m o t io n

30J McKeachie ,  p .  51- See a l s o  George F. K n e l l e r ,  
E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and E d u c a t io n  (New Yorks P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
L i b r a r y ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  115.
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o f  l e a r n i n g .  I f  we a r e  "open"  w i t h  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  i t  means 

t h a t  o u r  main  t a s k s  a r e  " c l a r i f y i n g ,  s t i m u l a t i n g ,  a c c e p t ­

i n g ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g . "  These  a c t i v i t i e s  t e n d  t o  c r e a t e  a 

" p r o d u c t i v e "  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  which o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  " d i s ­

c o v e r i n g ,  e x p l o r i n g ,  e x p e r i m e n t i n g ,  s y n t h e s i z i n g ,  d e r i v i n g  

i m p l i c a t i o n s . "  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  i f  we a r e  " c l o s e d "  t o  

o u r  s t u d e n t s  as  p e r s o n s  o u r  e n e r g i e s  a r e  o f t e n  d i r e c t e d  

o n l y  t o  " j u d g i n g ,  d i r e c t i n g ,  r e p r o v i n g ,  i g n o r i n g ,  p r o b i n g ,  

o r  p r i m i n g . "  Such p r o c e d u r e s  t e n d  t o  g e n e r a t e  o n l y  t h e  

" r e p r o d u c t i v e "  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  " p a r r o t i n g ,  g u e s s i n g ,  a c q u i ­

e s c i n g ,  r e p r o d u c i n g  f a c t s ,  and r e a s o n i n g  from g i v e n  o r  

remembered d a t a . " - ^  Even when we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  

a t  low c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l s  who can h a n d le  w e l l  o n l y  su ch  r e ­

p r o d u c t i v e  t a s k s , we can b e s t  p rom ote  t h e i r  g row th  t o  more 

p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  by r e l a t i n g  t o  them as  p e r s o n s .  I n  

d o in g  s o ,  we can  l e s s e n  t h e i r  f e a r  o f  f a i l u r e  and t h e i r  

a n x i e t i e s  a b ou t  l e a r n i n g .

The t e a c h e r  who would r e l a t e  t o  h i s  s t u d e n t s  as  a 

p e r s o n  must  v a l u e  p e o p le  f i r s t  and h i s  s u b j e c t  s e c o n d .  He 

must  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  " t h e  whole l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  h i s  

s t u d e n t s " ; he must  be a  s t u d e n t  o f  p s y c h o lo g y ,  no m a t t e r  

what h i s  s p e c i a l i t y ,  f o r  t o  r e l a t e  t o  s t u d e n t s  a s  a  p e r s o n  

means t o  be p r e p a r e d  t o  a c t  as  a  c o u n s e l o r  t o  them i n  c a s e

■^Rogers ,  p .  118. See  a l s o  P e r c e i v i n g , p p .  1^5 ,  168- 
1 6 9 ; Leda S a u l n i e r  and T e r e s a  S im ard ,  P e r s o n a l  Growth and 
I n t e r p e r s o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . s  P r e n t i c e -  
H a l l , 1 9 7 3 ) ,  pp .  112-113 .
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32one i s  c a l l e d  upon i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y .  Such a  t e a c h e r

s h o u ld  be g r o w t h - m o t i v a t e d  i n  h i s  own r i g h t .  Then he can

be r e l a t i v e l y  n o n - d e f e n s i v e  a b o u t  h i m s e l f ,  r e a l  and g e n u in e

i n  h i s  s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  c l o s e  t o  h i s  f e e l i n g s ,  and

w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  them h o n e s t l y .  He can  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  non-

p o s s e s s i v e  c a r i n g  f o r  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  can  v a l u e  h i s  s t u d e n t s '

f e e l i n g s ,  o p i n i o n s ,  and i d e n t i t i e s ,  can  t r u s t  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,

and i s  c a p a b le  o f  a s e n s i t i v e  empathy w i t h  h i s  s t u d e n t s '
33f e e l i n g s  and p ro b le m s .  ^

A l th o u g h  c u l t i v a t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  i n  o u r ­

s e l v e s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e f f e c t i n g  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t e d n e s s  t o  

o u r  s t u d e n t s  and f a c i l i t a t i n g  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  them—n o t  

to  m e n t io n  t h e i r  v a l u e  t o  a l l  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s — we must  

be aw are  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  t o  r e l a t e  w e l l  t o  

s t u d e n t s  as p e r s o n s  we must have  a  p o s i t i v e  v iew  o f  human­

i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  I n  s h o r t ,  we need  to  " p e r c e i v e  human b e ­

in g s  a s  b a s i c a l l y  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  t r u s t w o r t h y ,

f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g ,  and r e s p o n s i b l e "  d e s p i t e  o u r  e n c o u n t e r
34

w i th  numerous m a l a d j u s t e d  and i n a d e q u a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  To 

p rom ote  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  i n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  when we f i n d  them 

l a c k i n g  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  r e l a t i n g  t o  them 

as p e r s o n s .  Thus,  we must  p o s s e s s  f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  "a

3 2MacLean and Raushen,  p .  178,

- ^ R o g e r s ,  pp.  1 06 -1 1 ^ .  See  a l s o  P e r c e i v i n g , p .  2^2.
3 4
J Perceiving, p, 1 6 5 >
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s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  and  c o n c e r n  f o r  human v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,
35b e l i e f s ,  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and u n iq u e  ways o f  p e r c e i v i n g .

Of c o u r s e ,  s i n c e  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  d im en­

s i o n s ,  t h o s e  who t e a c h  i t  sh o u ld  be  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e s e  s e n ­

s i t i v i t i e s  and c o n c e r n s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  have t h e  im pe tus  

tow ard  d e v e l o p i n g  them.

I f  we a r e  c o n s c i o u s l y  g rowing  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  q u a l i t i e s ,  

s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,  and  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  h e l p  u s  r e l a t e  to  s t u d e n t s  

as  p e r s o n s  a t  t h e  same t im e  we a r e  f u l f i l l i n g  o u r  o t h e r  

f o u r  r o l e s  a s  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  we w i l l  t h e n  be a b l e  

t o  implement  o u r  u l t i m a t e  r o l e ,  t h e  one  most i n t e g r a l  t o  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h a t  o f  

f a c i l i t a t o r .  McKeachie p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  r o l e  we 

a r e  s e e k i n g  " t o  p rom ote  c r e a t i v i t y  and g row th  i n  s t u d e n t s '  

own t e r m s ;  t o  h e l p  overcome o b s t a c l e s  t o  l e a r n in g . " - ^  To 

a c h i e v e  t h e s e  e n d s ,  we m ust  be a b l e  t o  open s t u d e n t s  t o  

l i t e r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t o  sh a r p e n  t h e i r  a w are n es s  o f  t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t s  and s k i l l s  t h a t  can be d e v e lo p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  to  u s e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  and a 

p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  a p p r o a c h  t o  h e lp  s t u d e n t s  overcome t h e  

p i t f a l l s  o f  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s ,  r e s p o n s e ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n  

and t h e r e b y  g a i n  t h e  i n s i g h t s  t h a t  can  p rom ote  p e r s o n a l  

g ro w th  t h r o u g h  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n .  T h e re

- ^ P e r c e i v i n g , p .  11*4-.

-^M cK eachie ,  p .  51* See a l s o  R ogers ,  p p .  16*4—165; 
M o u s ta k a s ,  p p .  62-6*4-.
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a r e ,  a s  George F. K n e l l e r  a s s e r t s ,  t h r e e  fu n d a m e n ta l  co n ­

c e r n s  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t a t o r :  ( l )  t o  t r e a t  " s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i n  

such  a  way as  t o  d i s c o v e r  i t s  t r u t h  i n  f r e e  a s s o c i a t i o n " ;

(2)  t o  c r e a t e  i n  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t h e  "autonomous f u n c t i o n i n g  

o f  mind" t h a t  d e v e lo p s  a " f r e e ,  c h a r i t a b l e ,  s e l f - m o v i n g "  

p e r s o n a l i t y ;  and (3)  t o  f i n d  " e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h i s  s t u d e n t s  

ho ld  s o m e th in g  t o  be t r u e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have co n v in c ed  them­

s e l v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  t r u e . "  Above and beyond t h e s e  c o n c e r n s ,

t h e  f a c i l i t a t o r  a lw ays  keeps  i n  mind t h a t  " t h e  h i g h e s t
37e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l  i s  m an 's  s e a r c h  f o r  h i m s e l f . " ^

A l th o u g h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  m e th o d s ,  and c o n c e rn s  o f  t h e  

f a c i l i t a t o r  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  o f  

f i c t i o n  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h i s  s t u d y  does  n o t  m a in ­

t a i n  t h a t  o u r  r o l e s  as  f a c i l i t a t o r  and as p e r s o n  can o r  

n e c e s s a r i l y  must  be o u r  o n l y  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  a s  t e a c h e r s  o f  

f i c t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  r o l e s  as 

d e s c r i b e d  s h o u ld  be i n t e g r a t e d  w i th  t h e s e  two main r o l e s  i n  

s u c h  a  way t h a t  each  t e a c h e r  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  works t o  make 

l e a r n i n g  as  e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  a s  he i s  c a p a b le  o f .  

H is  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  s h o u ld  b e ,  however ,  t o  emphasize  t h e  

r o l e s  o f  p e r s o n  and f a c i l i t a t o r  t o  a  p o i n t  a t  which t h e  

o t h e r  r o l e s  a r e  n o t  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  o r  r e s t r i c t i v e  o f  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  e f f e c t s  t h e s e  two c e n t r a l  r o l e s  can  have .

37^ K n e l l e r ,  p .  116. See a l s o  R o g e rs ,  p p .  16^-165 ;  
M o u s ta k a s ,  p p .  6 2 - 6 ^ ;  Joy c e  and W ei l ,  pp .  207 -20 9 .
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S in c e  t h e  t h r u s t  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t o  g e t  

s t u d e n t s  t o  d i s c o v e r  and communicate  t h e  p e r s o n a l  m eanings  

t h a t  emerge from t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e v e n t s ,  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  and 

i d e a s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a  work o f  f i c t i o n ,  we need  t o  c o n s i d e r  

f u r t h e r  how t h i s  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  p rom o tes  su c h  d i s c o v e r y  

and com m unica t ion .  L i o n e l  T r i l l i n g  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  f a r  to o  

many t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  t e n d  to  d i s t r u s t  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  

s tem  from t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  " s e n s e  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  a  p e r s o n , "  

which  i n  t u r n  c a u s e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  d e v e lo p  a  " g r a v e ,  

d e n s e ,  and r e s i s t a n t "  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  

i d e a s . A n o t h e r  r e s u l t  o f  su ch  d i s t r u s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t  a v o id s  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  and r e v e l a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  

m e a n in g s ,  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h u r t  such  d i s t r u s t  

b r i n g s ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  t e a c h e r s  have  i g n o r e d  o r  d i s ­

co u ra g ed  su c h  e x p l o r a t i o n  and r e v e l a t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y

have  s t r e s s e d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  and i m p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  i d e a s  
3 9and e v e n t s .  '

But t h e  t e a c h e r  who a c c e n t u a t e s  t h e  p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  

r o l e s  can  r e c t i f y  t h e  damage done by such  t e a c h e r s  i f ,  as  

Rogers  n o t e s ,  he " r e l i e s  upon t h e  d e s i r e  o f  each  s t u d e n t  

t o  implement t h o s e  p u r p o s e s  which have  m ean ing  f o r  him as

- ^ Beyond C u l t u r e : E s sa y s  on L i t e r a t u r e  and L e a r n in g  
(New York: V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1965)> p- 5-

- ^ A r t h u r  W. Combs and Donald Snygg, I n d i v i d u a l  Be­
h a v i o r :  A P e r c e p t u a l  A pproach  t o  B e h a v i o r , r e v .  ed .  TNew 
York: H a r p e r ,  1959)» p .  3$5- See a l s o  K ra th w o h l ,  Bloom, 
and M a s ia ,  p . 6 l .



198

t h e  m o t i v a t i o n a l  f o r c e  b e h in d  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e a r n i n g "  and i f  

he  c r e a t e s  an " a c c e p t a n t  c l a s s r o o m  c l i m a t e "  f o r  s t u d e n t  

i d e a s  and e m o t io n s .  To c r e a t e  t h i s  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  p e r s o n -  

f a c i l i t a t o r  must  c h a l l e n g e  h i s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h o u t  t h r e a t e n i n g  

them and m ust  t r e a t  e ach  s t u d e n t  "a s  an  i n d i v i d u a l  o f  d i g ­

n i t y  and i n t e g r i t y . "  He m u s t  a l s o  be  warm, f r i e n d l y ,  and 

a c c e p t i n g  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  as  he  i s  and m us t  g e n e r a t e  c l a s s  

d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  which  t h e  s t u d e n t  h i m s e l f  a r r i v e s  a t  an

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and r e l a t e s  i t  t o  him-
4 ls e l f .  I n  t h e s e  ways t h e  p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  n o t  o n l y  p r o ­

m o te s  s t u d e n t  m o t i v a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  

b r o a d e n  and deepen  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n s  and t o  become c o n s c io u s  

o f  n e e d s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and v a l u e s  he d i d  n o t  know 

he  had .

The p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  i n  a  f i c t i o n  c o u r s e  b a sed  on 

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  can  b e s t  c r e a t e  t h e  a tm o sp h e re  n e c e s ­

s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  su c h  m o t i v a t i o n  and s t i m u l a t i o n  i f  he works 

to w ard  a c la s s ro o m  s i t u a t i o n  d om ina ted  by s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  

d i s c u s s i o n s  and o t h e r  forms o f  group  in v o lv e m e n t  su ch  as  

r o l e - p l a y i n g  and psychodram a.  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  

a s  Rogers d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  more t h e  s t u d e n t  p a r ­

t i c i p a t e s  r e s p o n s i b l y  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  more

^ ° R o g e r s ,  p p .  164-165 .
kl Combs and Snygg, pp. 3 8 8-3 9 3. See also Perceiving,

p. 105.
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l a s t i n g  and m e a n in g f u l  t h e  l e a r n i n g  i s .  The more we en­

c o u ra g e  him t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  g u id e d  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t h e  more 

he can  d e v e lo p  t h e  v e r y  q u a l i t i e s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m e a n in g f u l  

l i t e r a r y  e n c o u n t e r s — " t h e  h a b i t  o f  i m a g in in g  and an a t ­

t i t u d e  o f  r e a d i n e s s  to w a rd  t h e  n o v e l ,  t h e  unknown, and t h e  

o r i g i n a l . W h e n  a  s t u d e n t ' s  n e ed  f o r  in v o lv e m e n t  i s  

m e a n i n g f u l l y  f u l f i l l e d  i n  an e f f e c t i v e  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  

n o t  o n l y  does  he  become more open t o  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  he a l s o  

s e n s e s  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  h i s  i d e n t i t y .  He s e n s e s  t h a t  he  

i s  p r i z e d  as a  s e p a r a t e  p e r s o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  p e r s o n -  

f a c i l i t a t o r  g i v e s  him t h e  freedom t o  e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  own 

f e e l i n g s  and t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  i n

d o in g  so  and i f  he  e m p a t h e t i c a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  and v a lu e s
k k

them.

As E a r l  C. K e l l e y  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  l i m ­

i t e d  s e l f - c o n c e p t  t h a t  many s t u d e n t s  have  d e r i v e d  from a 

c u l t u r e  p e rv a d e d  by an  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  e d u c a t i o n  and a con­

f o r m i s t  s o c i e t y  h as  l e d  to o  many o f  them t o  be mere  r e ­

c i p i e n t s  o f  knowledge r a t h e r  t h a n  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  

l e a r n i n g .  T h i s  c o n d i t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  

emphasis  on s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  and g ro u p  i n v o l v e ­

m e n t s .  U n le s s  we p rom o te  grow th  t h r o u g h  such  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  a l i e n a t e d  from o u r  s t u d e n t s  and o u r

^ R o g e r s ,  p .  162.  ^ P e r c e i v i n g , p .  1^3.
k k

Rogers and  S t e v e n s ,  p .  3» See a l s o  K ra th w o h l ,
Bloom, and M a s ia ,  p .  81 .
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s t u d e n t s  from u s .  Only when s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n v o lv e d  and f e e l  

t h e m s e lv e s  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i ­

e n ce s  w i l l  t h e y  "become a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  and l e a r n  as  w e l l  as 

we w ish  them t o  do .  J On t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  where  b o t h  t h e  

c o g n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  o f t e n  q u i t e  complex,  

t h i s  need  f o r  c o o p e r a t i v e  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  even g r e a t e r  t h a n  on o t h e r  l e v e l s  b e c a u s e  

"Much more m o t i v a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  much more a c t i v i t y  and 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  and 

more o p p o r t u n i t y  m ust  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

g a i n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  he u s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  m is -  

u s e s ."

L e t  u s  now c o n s i d e r  t h e  p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r ’s s t r a t ­

e g i e s  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  m o t i v a t i o n  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s  t h a t  employ e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .  McKeachie 

p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  t h r e e  p ro b lem s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n :

( l )  g e t t i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  (2) m aking  p r o g r e s s  ( o r  making

t h e  s t u d e n t  aware o f  p r o g r e s s )  to w a rd  c o u r s e  o b j e c t i v e s ,
Zj,7

and (3) h a n d l i n g  t h e  e m o t io n a l  r e a c t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t s .

I n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p ro b lem s  we must  be m ost  

c o n s c i o u s  o f  o u r  q u e s t i o n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ;  we must  f i r s t  

be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  o u r  q u e s t i o n s  b u i l d  " s t u d e n t  s e l f - e s t e e m

^ E a r l  C. K e l l e y ,  "The F u l l y  F u n c t i o n i n g  S e l f , "  i n  
P e r c e i v i n g , p p .  1 1 -1 7 .

li-6Krathwhol, Bloom, and Masia, p. 77.
^McKeachie, p. 38.
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and c r e a t i v i t y , "  as  w e l l  a s  p rom ote  s t u d e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
LQ

o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  and e m o t io n a l  g row th .

We must  rem a in  aware  t h a t  o u r  p r i m a r y  t a s k  as  t e a c h e r s  

o f  f i c t i o n  i s  t o  e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f i c t i o n  a s  

f u l l y  and d e e p l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  by k e e p i n g  t h e  v a l u e  complex 

t h e y  d i s c o v e r  and e x p e r i e n c e  i n  f i c t i o n  i n  c o n t e x t  and 

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  and n o t  a l l o w i n g  t h a t  r i c h  and u n i q u e  e x p e r i ­

ence  t o  d e g e n e r a t e  i n t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  human
L\.q

n a t u r e ,  h i s t o r y ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  o r  p s y c h o lo g y .  '  We can a t  

t h e  same t im e ,  however ,  do what many e d u c a t i o n i s t s  f e e l  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  d i s c u s s i o n — 

nam ely ,  u s e  a p p r o p r i a t e  comments and q u e s t i o n s  so t h a t  

s t u d e n t s  a p p ro a c h  t h e  work a s  a  r e a l  p rob lem  i n  u n d e r s t a n d ­

i n g  and comm unica t ion  t h a t  n e e d s  s o l u t i o n  and t h e n ,  a s  t im e  

p e r m i t s , i n v o l v e  them i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  what t h e y  have 

u n d e r s t o o d  by a l l o w i n g  them t o  d e b a t e  s o c i a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  and 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  emerge from t h e  work, as  w e l l  a s  

t h e  p e r s o n a l  i s s u e s  t h e y  d i s c o v e r  i n  them . ^ 0

48 C a r i n  and Sund, p .  111.

^ B r o w e r  and P o i r e r ,  p p .  1 8 -20 ;  Norman H o l l a n d ,  The 
Dynamics o f  L i t e r a r y  Response  (New York:  Oxford Univ.
P r e s s ,  1 9 ^ ) ,  p .  328.

^ F o r  f u l l e r  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  s e e  R o ge rs ,  p p .  130-131»
162; K ra th w o h l ,  Bloom, and M a s ia ,  p .  55;  W i l l ia m  G l a s s e r ,  
The I d e n t i t y  S o c i e t y  (New York: H a r p e r  & Row), p .  113; 
M o u s ta k a s ,  p .  55;  C a r in  and Sund, p .  102; P e r c e i v i n g , 
p p .  146-148 .
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Our f o r e m o s t  p rob lem  i n  g e n e r a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t o  

overcome t h e  m e n t a l  s e t  o f  p a s s i v e  r e c i p i e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  many s t u d e n t s .  The f i r s t  m e e t i n g  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

t h i s  r e g a r d .  The p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  s h o u l d  c r e a t e  t h e  e x ­

p e c t a t i o n  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  d e f i n e  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

c o u r s e  open  t o  d i s c u s s i o n ,  e x p l a i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  

and r e i t e r a t e  i t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e .  S e a t i n g  i n  a 

c i r c l e  i s  h e l p f u l .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  overcome t h e  

s t u d e n t s '  f e a r  o f  b e in g  wrong e a r l y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e ,  One 

way i s  t o  b e g i n  w i th  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  have  no r i g h t  o r  wrong 

a n s w e r s , such  a s  "How do you r e a c t  to  t h i s  work?" o r  "What 

im p r e s s e d  you m o s t  a b o u t  i t ? "  a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  a n a l y z -
KA

i n g  i t .  While  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  n o n - d i r e c t i v e  

e m o t i o n a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e s p o n s e s  and t h e  c o n c e rn  we 

d e m o n s t r a t e  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a s  p e r s o n s  by t h e  s u r v e y s  we 

t a k e  do much t o  p rom ote  s t u d e n t  in v o lv e m e n t ,  we need t o  go 

beyond t h e s e  p r e l i m i n a r y  "shows" i f  we a r e  t o  be  a u t h e n t i c  

p e r s o n s - f a c i l i t a t o r s , S e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  a s s e r t  t h a t  

t h e  b e s t  way t o  do t h i s  e a r l y  i n  a  c o u r s e  i s  t o  e x e r c i s e  

r e s t r a i n t  by l i s t e n i n g  w e l l  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s '  r e s p o n s e s  

and i m p r e s s i o n s  t o  o u r  o p e n -e n d ed  q u e s t i o n s .  Such l i s t e n ­

i n g  sh o u ld  be " c r e a t i v e ,  a c t i v e ,  s e n s i t i v e ,  a c c u r a t e ,  em-
*52p a t h i c ,  and n o n - j u d g m e n t a l . P r e f e r a b l e  to  a n a l y z i n g  o r

-^M cK eachie ,  pp.  5 5 -5 6 .
*52J R o ge rs ,  p .  227. See a l s o  Joyce  and W ei l ,  p .  266; 

Combs and Snygg, p .  395;  C a r in  and Sund,  p .  1^ ,



203

e v a l u a t i n g  e ac h  r e s p o n s e  i s  e n g e n d e r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s  

by  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  as a  means o f  p r o v o k in g  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  

and moving them tow ard  a  p e r s o n a l  s y n t h e s i s  o f  i d e a s .  Such 

g u id e d  s t u d e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  seems t o  make t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  

more m e a n in g f u l  t h a n  i f  i t  s tem s  from a t e a c h e r ' s  a s s e r t i o n  

o f  " t r u t h "  as  an  e x p e r t  o r  a u t h o r i t y .

A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i s  h a n d l i n g  w i t h  c a r e  s t u d e n t  f a i l u r e  t o  a n sw er  a q u e s t i o n  

o r  answ ers  t h a t  r e q u i r e  f e e d b a c k .  Two t h i n g s  can be done 

when a  s t u d e n t  f a i l s  t o  answ er  a  q u e s t i o n .  F i r s t ,  t h e  

t e a c h e r  can  e x p l a i n ,  c l a r i f y ,  o r  r e p h r a s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Second ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  can  add i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m ig h t  e l i c i t  

an answ er  and t h e n  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n .  J I f  t h e  s t u ­

d e n t  c a n n o t  a n sw er  b e c a u s e  he h a s  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  f a c t s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  su c h  an  an sw er ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  can  r e f e r  him t o  

t h e  work i t s e l f  o r  f i l l  i n  t h e  v o i d  h i m s e l f .  When t h e  

s t u d e n t ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  u n c l e a r  o r  ambiguous,  t h e  t e a c h e r  

sh o u ld  r e s t a t e  i t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o r  r e j e c ­

t i o n .  The t e a c h e r  a s  p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  m ust  be  p a t i e n t  

and n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  a n sw er  t o  come as  q u i c k l y  a s  he m ig h t  

f o r m u l a t e  i t .

I f  we u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  

f e e d b a c k  d i c t a t e d  by q u e s t i o n s  which  a r e  d i v e r g e n t  b u t  n o t  

open -end ed  o r  n o n - d i r e c t i v e ,  we can h a n d le  t h i s  p h a s e  o f

-^Carin and Sund, p. 37. -^McKeachie, p. 58.
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f a c i l i t a t i o n  w e l l .  P o s i t i v e  f e e d b a c k  r e i n f o r c e s  and s u p ­

p o r t s  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  a n sw e r ,  and g i v e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  by 

u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  good p o i n t s  advanced  by t h a t  a n sw e r .  I n  

g i v i n g  n e g a t i v e  f e e d b a c k ,  we must  be  c a r e f u l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

"be tw een  t h e  p e r s o n  and h i s  b e h a v i o r . "  The p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  

g i v i n g  n e g a t i v e  f e e d b a c k  m ust  a l s o  be  " c o n s t r u c t i v e " ;  he 

sh o u ld  n o t  be d i s r e s p e c t f u l ,  c o n t r o l l i n g ,  o r  d o m in e e r in g  

b u t  s h o u l d  u s e  t h i s  f e e d b a c k  t o  h e l p  t h e  s t u d e n t . ^  O th e r  

t h a n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  s t u d e n t  g row th  i n  t h e s e  ways, f e e d b a c k  

can  be u se d  t o  g u id e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  by c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  

p ro b le m ,  i n t e r p o s i n g  g u i d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o r  comments, em­

p h a s i z i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  o r  sum m ar iz in g  where 

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  h as  a r r i v e d . ^
F o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  such  g u id a n c e  o r  s t r u c t u r i n g  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  m os t  e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  d i s c u s s i o n s .

I n  t e a c h i n g  f i c t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  as  a  p r e l u d e  t o  p e r ­

s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n ,  we m ust  g u i d e  t h e  d i s c u s ­

s i o n  so  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  d o n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  l a t t e r  r e a lm  

u n t i l  t h e y  have  d w e l le d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  t o  have 

e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  work w e l l .  We m ust  s t e e r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  

r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  e a r l y  i n  

t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  t h e  work i t s e l f  t o  keep  them r e l e v a n t .

We s h o u l d  a l s o  t r y  t o  make t h o s e  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s

- ^ S a u l n i e r  and S im ard ,  p .  9 3 . See a l s o  C a r in  and 
S u n d , p . 34.

"^McKeachie ,  pp .  57-58*
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s p r i n g  from t h e  work i t s e l f  and n o t  be an a c c i d e n t a l  

b y - p r o d u c t  o f  i t .  Nor s h o u l d  we a l l o w  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  and 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  overwhelm and d i s t o r t  t h e  work o r  t o  su p ­

p l a n t  i t s  c e n t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  I n  t h e s e  ways we 

may a l s o  be a b l e  t o  g e t  s t u d e n t s  t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e i r  " s t o c k  

r e s p o n s e s "  and have  them r e s p o n d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t o  t h e  work 

as  a  w hole .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  must  be  g u id e d  o r  

s t r u c t u r e d  so t h a t  i t  does  n o t  g e t  d i s o r i e n t e d  from t h e  

c o u r s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  A n o th e r  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  

n e c e s s i t a t e s  s u c h  g u id a n c e  o r  s t r u c t u r i n g  i s  t h a t  most  

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  t o d a y  do n o t  have  s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  

i n  g ro u p  i n t e r a c t i o n  o r  enough s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  t o  p a r t i c i ­

p a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  and m e a n i n g f u l l y  i n  e x t r e m e ly  op en-ended
57o r  n o n - d i r e c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s .

We a s  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  v i a  en­

c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  must  t h u s  be  c o n s c io u s  o f  g e n e r a l  methods 

and t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  we can  u s e  t o  g u i d e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  d i s ­

c u s s i o n s  o f  f i c t i o n  i n  which  o u r  b e g in n i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  

f a i r l y  o p e n -e n d e d .  The t h r e e  p h a s e s  o f  H i l d a  T a b a ' s  model 

f o r  t e a c h i n g  t h i n k i n g  e s t a b l i s h  an  e f f e c t i v e  h i e r a r c h y  f o r  

g e n e r a t i n g  s t u d e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a  f i c t i o n a l  work.  We 

must f i r s t  c o n c e r n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  key  p o i n t s  

i n  t h e  work,  u s i n g  su c h  q u e s t i o n s  a s  "What d i d  you see?  

n o t i c e ?  f i n d ? "  We s h o u ld  n e x t  g e t  them t o  e x p l a i n  t h e

“̂ McKeachie, p. 66.
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i d e n t i f i e d  i n f o r m a t i o n :  "Why d i d  s o - a n d - s o  happen?"  The 

f i n a l  p h a s e  i s  t o  p ro v o k e  s t u d e n t s  t o  make i n f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  

t h e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  p i e c e  o f  f i c t i o n  by a s k i n g  "What does  

t h i s  m ean?";  "What p i c t u r e  does i t  c r e a t e  i n  y o u r  m ind?" ;
t' Q

"What would you conclude?""^ B r i e f l y  s t a t e d ,  when we r e ­

g a r d  f i c t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n  as  a  p rob lem  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

we sh o u ld  g u id e  s t u d e n t s  as  we would i n  any  o t h e r  p r o b le m ­

s o l v i n g  s i t u a t i o n  t o  i n t e g r a t e  f a c t s ,  f o r m u l a t e  h y p o t h e s e s ,  

amass r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e ,  and draw and e v a l u a t e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  

D i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f a c t s  o f  a work i s  n e c e s s a r y  o n l y  

when t h e y  meet i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  e m o t io n a l  r e s i s t a n c e .  We 

can  b e s t  u s e  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  p a r a l l e l  and e x e m p l i f y  t h e

t h i n k i n g  s k i l l s  e s s e n t i a l  to  w r i t t e n  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,
59r e s p o n s e ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n .  7

S e v e r a l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  g u i d i n g  

a  d i s c u s s i o n .  Some e d u c a t i o n i s t s  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  when 

q u e s t i o n s  a r e  n o t  o pe n -e n d ed ,  t h e y  sh o u ld  be " g ro u p -  

o r i e n t e d "  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t e d  t o  one p e r s o n .  However,  

t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  mass r e s p o n s e .  A wide r a n g e  o f  

s t u d e n t s  sh o u ld  be  a l lo w e d  o r  c a l l e d  upon t o  an sw e r .  The 

t e a c h e r  s h o u l d  a d j u s t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  to  t h e  l a n g u a g e  and 

c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  The q u e s t i o n s  s h o u ld  

a l s o  be p o se d  a s  p ro b lem s  which t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  knows o r

-^As d e s c r i b e d  i n  Joy c e  and W eil ,  p p .  123-127* 

-^M cKeachie ,  p .  63*
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s e n s e s  w i l l  be m e a n in g f u l  t o  h i s  s t u d e n t s  based  on h i s  

knowledge o f  t h e i r  g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  

and e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  g e n e r a l  and i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  f i c t i o n .

S i n c e  t h e  f o c u s  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a  p i e c e  o f  f i c t i o n  

i s  on u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  i t s  v a r i o u s  

e le m e n t s  and t h e i r  m ean ing  as  a  w hole ,  o u r  q u e s t i o n s  sh o u ld  

be " d i v e r g e n t , "  sh o u ld  have  no c u t - a n d - d r i e d  a n sw e rs ,  and 

s h o u l d  p ro v o k e  v a r i e d  r e s p o n s e s  o f  a  complex n a t u r e . ^

The more e x t e n s i v e  and complex t h e  work i s , t h e  more 

s t r u c t u r e  and g u id a n c e  we need  t o  g iv e  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  

M c K each ie ' s  " d e v e lo p m e n ta l "  a p p r o a c h  i s  u s e f u l  f o r  d i s ­

c u s s i n g  complex s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  most n o v e l l a s  

and n o v e l s .  We b r e a k  down t h e  work i n t o  p a r t s ,  g e t  t h e  

c r u c i a l  f a c t s  o f  each  p a r t  c l a r i f i e d ,  and t h e n  i n t e r r e l a t e  

them. Some o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  may be 

made c l e a r  t o  s t u d e n t s  from t h e i r  r e a d i n g  and o t h e r s  may 

have  to  be e x p la in e d  by t h e  t e a c h e r ,  b u t  most  o f  them 

s h o u l d  emerge from t h e  s t u d e n t s '  answers  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  

q u e s t i o n s .  A l th ou g h  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  d i r e c t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

to w ard  f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o m p re h en s io n  o f  t h e  work, t h e y  

s h o u ld  o n l y  g u id e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a l o n g  c e r t a i n  l i n e s  and 

s h o u l d  n o t  be d e s ig n e d  t o  " m a n i p u l a t e "  them to  a c c e p t  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r ' s  i d e a s  on t h e  work,  even  th o u g h  t h e y  may even­

t u a l l y  do so i n  p a r t  o r  on t h e  w ho le .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  t e a c h e r

^°Carin and Sund, pp. 31-33» 115; McKeachie, p,
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s h o u ld  c a p i t a l i z e  on p o i n t s  o f  d i s a g r e e m e n t  o r  c o n t r o v e r s y  

so t h a t  t h e y  may c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  t h e  work and promote  m e a n in g f u l  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a ­

t i o n s .  The p e r s o n - f a c i l i t a t o r  may wish  t o  a c t  a s  " d e v i l ' s  

a d v o c a te "  o r  m e r e l y  he one who p o i n t s  up d i f f e r e n t  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e s .  He co u ld  a l s o  r e f e r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s p e c i f i c s  i n  

t h e  work, c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d ,  and compare t h e  

e v id e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  v a r i o u s  a rg u m e n t s — a l l  i n  an e f f o r t  

t o  make t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  one r a t h e r  t h a n  a 

c o m p e t i t i v e  o n e . ^

I n  sum, u n l e s s  we a s  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  e n c o u n t e r  a 

r a r e  g ro up  o f  s t u d e n t s  who can h a n d l e  o p e n -en ded  d i s c u s ­

s i o n s  w i t h  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  

group  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  we m us t  q u a l i f y  o u r  emphasis  on o u r ­

s e l v e s  a s  p e r s o n s - f a c i l i t a t o r s  and b r i n g  t o  b e a r  o u r  o t h e r  

r o l e s  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f  e x p e r t  and 

f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t y .  We m ust  do s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  s e t  t h e  

a g en d a ,  c a l l  t h e  m e e t in g  to  o r d e r ,  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  work f o r  

d i s c u s s i o n ,  and p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e s  d i s ­

c u s s i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  We s h o u l d  a l s o  h o ld  up c r u c i a l  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  work f o r  s t u d e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  r e s p o n s e ,  and 

a p p l i c a t i o n ;  c l a r i f y  and r e i t e r a t e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e

d i s c u s s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when s t u d e n t s  s t r a y  from them; sum-
6 2m a r i z e ,  m e d i a t e ,  and c l a r i f y  d i f f e r e n c e s .

^ M c K e a c h i e ,  pp.  5 5 - 6 2 .

^^cKeachie, pp. 52-53; Combs and Snygg, p. 395*
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D e s p i t e  t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  i n t e r r e l a t e  

w i t h  o u r  r o l e s  as  p e r s o n  and f a c i l i t a t o r  i n  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  

f i c t i o n  c o u r s e s  t h a t  u se  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  as t h e i r  b a s i s ,  

t h e s e  two r o l e s  s h o u l d  be a s  i n t e g r a l  t o  s t u d e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  

a s  t h e y  have  been t o  a l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y ,  The l e c t u r e - o r i e n t e d  f i c t i o n  i n s t r u c t o r  

u s u a l l y  b a s e s  f i n a l  g ra d e s  s o l e l y  on h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

s t u d e n t s ’ c r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s ,  a l t h o u g h  he may g iv e  s h o r t  

q u i z z e s  on c r i t i c a l  t e r m i n o l o g y  o r  s p e c i f i c  works and em­

p l o y  e s s a y  e x a m in a t io n s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  

t e a c h e r  o f  f i c t i o n  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  e v a l u a t e s  s t u ­

d e n t  w r i t i n g s  as  a  m a jo r  p a r t  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  f i n a l  g r a d e s ,  

he  a l s o  i n v o l v e s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e s e  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  He 

s e t s  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e ,  makes 

comments on  t h e  p a p e r s  b a se d  on t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s ,  g i v e s  

a  g r a d e ,  and e x p l a i n s  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  b e h in d  i t .  He a l s o  

d o e s  two t h i n g s  Rogers  deems n e c e s s a r y  t o  e v a l u a t i o n s  

t h a t  p rom ote  l e a r n i n g  and p e r s o n a l  g ro w th .  He f i r s t  makes 

i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  e v a l u a t i o n s  r e f l e c t  as  a c c u r a t e l y  as  p o s ­

s i b l e  h i s  h o n e s t  o p i n i o n s  b u t  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  " i n d i c a t e  

t h e  a b s o l u t e  w or th  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  w ork ."  Second,  he 

f o l l o w s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  f e e d b a c k  d e s c r i b e d  i n  o u r  e a r l i e r  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .  I n  d o in g  s o ,  he 

em p h a s ize s  t h a t  he  i s  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e
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s t u d e n t ' s  t h i n k i n g  and w r i t i n g ,  " n o t  t h e  s t u d e n t  a s  a 
,,63p e r s o n .

But t h e  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r  o f  f i c t i o n  v i a  en­

c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  a l s o  g e t s  t h e  s t u d e n t  i n v o l v e d  i n  e v a l ­

u a t i n g  h i s  own t h i n k i n g  and w r i t i n g .  He does  so by  h a v in g  

t h e  s t u d e n t  w r i t e  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  

e v a l u a t i o n s  i n  which  t h e  s t u d e n t  j u d g e s  how w e l l  t h e  

t e a c h e r  h a s  a p p l i e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  t o  h i s  p a p e r .  He may 

a l s o  he r e q u i r e d  t o  l i s t  t h e  m e r i t s  and d e m e r i t s  o f  h i s  

w r i t i n g  a s  an im p e tu s  tow ard  improvement .  The t e a c h e r  

s h o u ld  r e p l y  t o  h i s  r e s p o n s e  b e f o r e  t h e  s t u d e n t  w r i t e s  

a g a i n .  To g e t  s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  e v a l u a t i v e  

p r o c e s s ,  we must  do more t h a n  e x p l a i n  and r e i t e r a t e  to  t h e  

s t u d e n t  how s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n  can p rom ote  l e a r n i n g  and p e r ­

s o n a l  g r o w th ,  do more t h a n  g e t  him t o  p e r c e i v e  how h i s  

m i s t a k e s  c r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  new l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

Because  we a l s o  want  t h e  s t u d e n t  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g  t o  r e l a t e  

h i s  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a l u e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and e x p e r i ­

en ces  t o  t h e  f i c t i o n ,  we have to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  we 

a c c e p t  and r e s p e c t  him as  a  p e r s o n  and t h u s  g a in  h i s  a c ­

c e p t a n c e  and r e s p e c t .  I n  b r i e f ,  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  d im e n s io n s  

o f  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  emphasized  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  g e t t i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  m e a n i n g f u l l y  i n v o lv e d  i n  

e v a l u a t i o n .

^Rogers, p. k j .
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We must  move t h e  s t u d e n t  away from h i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  

m e n t a l  s e t  o f  b e in g  s t i m u l a t e d  and l e d  i n  h i s  l e a r n i n g  a l ­

most  c o m p l e t e ly  by h i s  t e a c h e r s .  Only when we do t h i s  can  

we g e t  him away from v i e w in g  g r a d e s  as  t h e  b e - a l l  and end- 

a l l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  The a n x i e t i e s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  e v a l u a t i o n  

w i l l  t h e n  be m in im ized  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  p r i m a r y  m o t i ­

v a t i o n  t o  l e a r n  w i l l ,  a s  Rogers  p o i n t s  o u t ,  s tem from t h e

s e n s e  t h a t  he i s  w o rk in g  " f o r  t h e  b e s t  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  him-
6ks e l f "  as  a p e r s o n .  I n  g u i d i n g  him t o  t h i s  end ,  we as  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  v i a  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i ­

c ism can  a l s o  g e t  him t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  m e a n i n g f u l l y  i n  

e v a l u a t i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t  and h i s  

t e a c h e r  as  a d i s c u s s i o n  l e a d e r .  The t e a c h e r ,  t h o u g h ,  must 

e s t a b l i s h  c r i t e r i a  f o r  b o th  e v a l u a t i o n s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  

so t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  c o n s c i o u s  o f  b o t h  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l ­

i t i e s  and t h o s e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r .  The s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  w r i t e  

t h e  e v a l u a t i v e  e s s a y  a t  m i d - s e m e s t e r  and one n e a r  t h e  end 

o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h e  t e a c h e r  may w ish  t o  d e v i s e  and u s e  

a  c h e c k l i s t  f o r  b o th  e v a l u a t i o n s .  One em phasis  s h o u ld  be 

on how c a r e f u l l y  t h e  s t u d e n t  h a s  r e a d  t h e  works i n  p r e p a r a ­

t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a s  w e l l  as on how e f f e c t i v e l y  he 

has  l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  f i c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t e a c h e r  g u i d a n c e .  The 

s t u d e n t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be  en co u rag e d  t o  s u g g e s t  ways i n  which  

t h e  s t u d e n t  can  im prove  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and ways t h e

6k Rogers, p. k j .
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t e a c h e r  can  b e t t e r  g u i d e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  The t e a c h e r  must  

work as  w e l l  a s  he can  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  q u a l i t y  and p r o g r e s s  

o f  s t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  so t h a t  he can  e v a l u a t e  t h a t  p a r ­

t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  o v e r a l l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  each  

s t u d e n t  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h i s  s t u d y  acknowledges  t h a t  i t s  p r o ­

p o s a l s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n  v i a  

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  im p lem en ted .  I t  i s  

o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  change t h e  m e n t a l  s e t s  

o f  many s t u d e n t s  from p a s s i v e  r e c i p i e n t  t o  h i g h l y  in v o lv e d  

p a r t i c i p a n t ,  from d ep endency  t o  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c y ,  and from 

e x t r i n s i c  m o t i v a t i o n s  t o  i n t r i n s i c  o n e s .  Some f a c u l t y  

members '  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and te m p e ra m e n ts ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  

l a c k  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e ,  g r o w t h - m o t i v a t i o n ,  o r  

t h e i r  l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  group  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  r e s t r i c t  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n .  There  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t im e  and e n e rg y .  How many o f  

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  can  we and 

o u r  s t u d e n t s  m ee t  and s t i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  c o u r s e  o b j e c ­

t i v e s  w i t h o u t  o v e r t a x i n g  o u r  m e n ta l  and e m o t io n a l  sy s te m s?  

I t  i s  a l s o  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  do 

what s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  c a u t i o n  us  a g a i n s t  t o  a  c e r t a i n  

e x t e n t ;  t h e y  g i v e  " g r e a t e r  p rom inence  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  k in d s  

o f  l e a r n i n g  g o a l s  and s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r ' s



213

e n v i ro n m en t ,  w h i l e  n e g l e c t i n g  o t h e r  g o a l s  and p o t e n t i a l l y  

u s e f u l  a s p e c t s  o f  s i t u a t i o n s . "

T h is  s t u d y  s u g g e s t s ,  how ever ,  t h a t  t h e  overw helm ing  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  im b a la n c e s  and i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  

i n h e r e n t  i n  c o n te m p o ra ry  e d u c a t i o n  and s o c i e t y  demands t h e  

e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  and 

t e c h n i q u e s  and o u r  b e s t  e f f o r t s  t o  overcome t h e  p rob lem s  

r e l e v a n t  t o  them. We as  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  t h u s  need t o  

i n t e g r a t e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  and t h e  f o u r  f a c e t s  o f  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  i n t o  o u r  c o u r s e s  t o  p rom ote ,  

t o  w h a te v e r  e x t e n t  i s  p o s s i b l e  and p r a c t i c a l ,  s t u d e n t  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  The c la s s ro o m  can  

t h e n  become a p l a c e  where t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  

w i t h  b o th  t h e  t e a c h e r  and t h e  f i c t i o n  and where  t h e  t e a c h e r  

i s  e q u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  s t u d e n t  and t h e  f i c t i o n .  

I n  t h e s e  ways we c an ,  as  s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  s u g g e s t ,  

p rom ote  " a c t i v e ,  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  m u t u a l l y  s t i m u l a t i n g  r e l a -  

t i o n s "  among f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s .  P e rh a p s  we and o u r  

s t u d e n t s  can  t h e n  combine a l l  t h r e e  o f  Soren  K i e r k e g a a r d ' s  

modes o f  e x i s t e n c e .  We and t h e y  can  be  " a e s t h e t i c "  th r o u g h  

deep in v o lv e m en t  i n  t h e  im m ed ia te  w o r l d ,  o b s e r v i n g  and 

t h e o r i z i n g .  Our and t h e i r  " e t h i c a l "  mode can  come t o  l i f e  

when we become l e s s  s p e c t a t o r  and t h e o r i z e r  and more maker

^ J o y c e  and W eil,  p .  5-

^MacLean and Raushen, p .  183.
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o f  c h o i c e s  and commitments .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  modes can 

c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e  " r e l i g i o u s "  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  which  a l l  o f  

u s  g a i n  an  a c t i v e  s e n s e  o f  w h o leness  and u n i t y  w i t h  o u r -
£  rp

s e l v e s ,  s o c i e t y ,  and God. '

^ E r n s t  B r e i s a c h ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  (New 
York: Grove P r e s s ,  1 96 2 ) ,  p .  21.



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

T his  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h as  examined some o f  t h e  im b a la n c e s  

and i n c o n g r u e n c i e s  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  American l i f e .  I t  has  

a t t e m p t e d  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  

and e x i s t e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g y  t h a t  d e f i n e  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  

d ev e lo p m en t  and r e l a t e  i t  t o  l e a r n i n g  and t e a c h i n g .  T h is  

s t u d y  has  a l s o  e x p lo r e d  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  as  a means o f  

u s i n g  f i c t i o n  t o  p rom ote  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n .  

I t  has  emphasized  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  t o  p rom ote  

e f f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  s t u d e n t  u s e  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i ­

c i sm .  Now, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  seem j u s t i f i e d .

A s u b s t a n t i a l  body o f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  and 

h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  

s o c i a l  com m en ta to rs ,  and e d u c a t i o n i s t s  r e v e a l s  t h e  im p o r ­

t a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  d eve lopm en t  t o  c o n te m p o ra ry  

Am erican  l i f e  and t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t ’s a p ­

p l i c a t i o n  t o  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p ro g r a m s .  These w r i t i n g s  p o i n t  o u t  s e v e r a l  key  r e a s o n s  

why t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  

i d e n t i t y  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  i n  m o d em  Amer­

i c a n  s o c i e t y .  Forem ost  o f  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  i s  t h e  p e r v a s i v e ­

n e s s  o f  an  i n t e n s e  c o n f o r m i t y  and o u t e r - d i r e c t i o n  i n  which

215
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t h e  i n n e r  s e l f  i s  o f t e n  d i s p e r s e d  i n  t h e  d e lu g e  o f  r a p i d  

change ,  a  v a s t  ra n g e  o f  c h o i c e s ,  and to o  much i d e n t i f i c a ­

t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s .

The m a jo r  conseq uence  o f  t h i s  i n t e n s e  c o n f o r m i ty  and 

o u t e r - d i r e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  p e o p le  l i v e  

i n  a v a l u e  vacuum, accompanied  by v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  p a s ­

s i v i t y ,  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  and a p a t h y .  I n s t e a d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

v a l u e - b a s e d  i d e n t i t i e s ,  t h e y  p o s s e s s  o n l y  i n d i v i d u a l l y  

a r b i t r a r y  " l i f e - s t y l e s "  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  

v a l u e  vacuum w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  conform ism ,  s u p e r ­

f i c i a l i t y ,  e x t e r n a l i z a t i o n ,  and e sc a p i sm .  Modern s o c i e t y ' s  

overw helm ing  emphasis  on s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  p o l i t i ­

c a l ,  and consumer m a t e r i a l i s m  accom panies  t h i s  v a lu e  vacuum 

i n  l i m i t i n g  m a n 's  p o i n t  o f  v iew  on h i m s e l f ,  on h i s  i d e n ­

t i t y ,  on  h i s  v a l u e s ,  and on h i s  r e l e a s e  and u s e  o f  h i s  

i n n e r  e n e r g i e s .  I n  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h i s  em phas is  h a s  l e d  t o  

t o o  much s t r e s s  on v o c a t i o n a l i s m , a p p l i e d  a r t s ,  p r o f e s s i o n ­

a l i s m ,  and o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  t r a i n i n g .  There  h a s  a l s o  b e en  

to o  much s t r e s s  on i n f o r m a t i o n ,  f a c t s ,  and knowledge and 

to o  l i t t l e  on employing  t h e s e  b a s i c s  t o  d e v e lo p  p e r s o n a l  

m ean ings  and v a l u e s  t h a t  b e n e f i t  s t u d e n t s ' l i v e s  and a f f e c t  

t h e i r  b e h a v i o r .

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a l s o  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  

s o c i a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  im b a la n c e s  t h e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  

need f o r  and n a t u r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  deve lopm en t
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m e r i t  t h e  c l o s e  s t u d y  o f  t e a c h e r s  i n  g e n e r a l .  The d i s ­

s e r t a t i o n  a l s o  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  s h o u l d  he aw are  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  p e r ­

s o n a l  and s u b j e c t i v e  d im e n s io n s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t h e  b e s t  

a ch iev e m e n t  o f  a  m e a n in g f u l  and f u l f i l l i n g  l i f e .  They 

sh ou ld  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  c o n c e p t  t h a t  each  i n ­

d i v i d u a l  i s  g i v e n  an  e x i s t e n c e  o f  f reedom  and p o s s i b i l i t y  

and t h a t  each  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  knowing and c r e a t i n g  h i s  

e s s e n c e ,  h i s  i d e n t i t y ,  h i s  a u t h e n t i c  s e l f ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  

i n n e r  n a t u r e ' s  e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r s  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  They s h o u l d  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v iew  o f  

h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h a t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  g e n u in e  s e l f -  

knowledge and g r o w t h - m o t i v a t i o n  can anyone go on t o  g a i n  

knowledge o f  o t h e r s  and t h u s  r e l a t e  t o  them w e l l .

I n  f a c t ,  e d u c a t o r s  s h o u ld  know t h a t  w h i l e  i n d i v i d u a l  

i d e n t i t y  i s  an i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  i n n e r  b e i n g ,  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i ­

ence ,  and  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  em­

p h a s i z e  i n  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  t h e  w eakes t  and m ost  t h r e a t e n e d  

a s p e c t - - i n n e r  b e i n g .  Many e x i s t e n t i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  and 

h u m a n i s t i c  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  show t h a t  i n n e r  b e i n g  i s  a u t h e n t i c  

o n ly  i n s o f a r  a s  i t s  i n t e g r a t e d  segm ents  emerge from o n e ' s  

own s e l f  as  s u c h ,  from o n e ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

from o n e ' s  c o n s c i o u s  c h o i c e  and a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  h i s  v a l u e s  

and a c t i o n s .  Many o f  t h e s e  t h i n k e r s  a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  

l i f e - l o n g  p r o c e s s  o f  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n  can
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o c c u r  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n t  u n d e r  c o n te m p o ra ry  c o n d i t i o n s  

o n l y  i f  one i s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s ,  i f  he  i s  a b l e  t o  c o n d u c t  a  

S o c r a t i c  d i a l e c t i c  o f  s e l f  i n  which  he v e r b a l i z e s  and com­

m u n ic a t e s  a s  many f a c e t s  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I n  o t h e r  

w o rd s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  must c u l t i v a t e  a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  m e d i t a ­

t i o n  t h a t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  i n t r o s p e c t i o n ,  k e e n  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  

and i n t u i t i o n .

A n o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c l u s i o n  a b o u t  i d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p ­

ment i s  t h a t  t h o s e  m ost  a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  i t  a r e  o f t e n  

t h e  ones  who c o n t r i b u t e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t h e  w or ld  and who 

a r e  t h e  most p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  h e a l t h y .  To a c h i e v e  t h e s e  

ends t h e y  m ust  s a t i s f y  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p r e s s  t h e i r  fu n d a ­

m e n t a l  human n e ed s  and t h e r e b y  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  

They can  t h e n  become g r o w t h - m o t i v a t e d ,  f r e e  t o  b e n e f i t  from 

empathy w i t h  o t h e r s , f r e e  t o  p l a n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e n c o u n t e r s , 

t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t o  s e l e c t  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  t o  de ­

v e l o p ,  and t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  l i f e  o u t l o o k .  They hav e  a  

f l e x i b l e  p r o c e s s  o f  v a l u i n g  and g r e a t  o p e n n ess  t o  e x p e r ­

i e n c e .  G ro w th -m o t iv a te d  p e o p le  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  numerous 

i n t e n s e  p eak  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  which t h e y  become so t o t a l l y  

immersed i n  some a c t i v i t y  t h a t  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s  e s s e n c e  

more p r o f o u n d l y  t h a n  i s  n o r m a l l y  t h e  c a s e .

These  p o i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  need  f o r  and n a t u r e  o f  

i d e n t i t y  l e a d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  e d u c a t o r s  s h o u l d  em­

p h a s i z e  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d i s c o v e r y ,  and c r e a t i o n  o f
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p e r s o n a l  m eanings  i n  what s t u d e n t s  l e a r n .  E x i s t e n t i a l  and 

h u m a n i s t i c  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  more p e r s o n ­

a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  an e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i s ,  t h e  more 

l i k e l y  i t  i s  t o  a f f e c t  b e h a v i o r ;  t h e  more p e r t i n e n t  and 

a p p l i c a b l e  an e x p e r i e n c e  i s ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h a t  what  one 

l e a r n s  w i l l  s t i c k  w i t h  him. E d u c a to r s  t h u s  n e ed  t o  be 

h i g h l y  c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t  m o t i v a t i o n  and t o  a c c e n t u a t e  

s k i l l s  and a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  p ro m ote  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  s y n t h e ­

s i z i n g ,  and t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  knowledge t o  p e r s o n a l  ex ­

p e r i e n c e  and new s i t u a t i o n s .  To a c h i e v e  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  

c o l l e g e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ram s  sh o u ld  be r i c h  and 

v a r i e d ,  sh o u ld  p u t  t h e  l e a r n e r  a s  human b e in g  above  con ­

t e n t ,  sh o u ld  p rom ote  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on 

a  b road  s c a l e — i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  and p e r s o n a l - - a n d  

u l t i m a t e l y  sh o u ld  be  p r a g m a t i c  on t h e  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .

A n o th e r  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  

t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  sh o u ld  be  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  th e  

p r o c e s s  o f  i d e n t i t y  deve lo p m en t  and o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  ob­

j e c t i v e s  t h a t  a r e  a  l o g i c a l  c o n seq uence  o f  i t .  T h is  s p e ­

c i a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  sh o u ld  s tem  from an a w aren es s  t h a t  p ro se  

f i c t i o n ' s  u n iq u e  q u a l i t i e s - - t h e  v a r i e d ,  complex,  and r i c h  

m e n ta l  and e m o t io n a l  s t a t e s  i t  s t i m u l a t e s ;  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  

e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  r a i s e  p r o f o u n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i ­

c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and e t h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s — e n a b le  i t  t o  p rom pt  th e  

d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y .  To
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employ t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  t o  a c h ie v e  t h i s  end, however ,  

t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  sh o u ld  emphasize  them i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e s ,  

s h o u l d  s t r e s s  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  and f a c t o r s  

c e n t r a l  t o  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  w e l l  and m e a n i n g f u l l y ,  sh o u ld  

a c c e n t u a t e  what makes f i c t i o n  an i n t e g r a t i v e - d i s r u p t i v e  

com p lex ,  and s h o u l d  focus  on the  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n s  be tw een  

l i f e  and  f i c t i o n .  T e c h n i c a l l y ,  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  sh o u ld  

e m p h a s iz e  th e  u n i t y  of  fo rm  and m e a n in g ,  t h e  i m p l i e d  a u t h o r ,  

n a r r a t i o n  and p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  

t h e  a u t h o r ,  h i s  work, and t h e  r e a d e r .

I n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e s e  emphases,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  f i c t i o n  c a n  b e s t  be  u s e d  to  p rom ote  i d e n ­

t i t y  deve lo p m en t  i f  i t  i s  s t u d i e d  and  t a u g h t  a s  a u n iq u e  

e x p e r i e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  l i f e  t o  b e  r e a d ,  w r i t t e n  a b o u t ,  

and d i s c u s s e d  f ro m  a s u b j e c t i v e  and p e r s o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v iew .  

T h is  m ethod ,  c a l l e d  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m ,  i n  i t s  most  e x t e n ­

s i v e  mode s t u d i e s  p a r t i c u l a r  works s o  as  t o  i n t e g r a t e  

r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  c lo s e  a n d  c a r e f u l  i n t e r n a l  

a n a l y s e s ,  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e s ,  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p ­

p l i c a t i o n s .  By d o in g  so and t h e r e b y  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  

h i t h e r t o  d ic h o to m iz e d  a s p e c t s  of  f i c t i o n a l  s t u d y ,  e n c o u n t e r  

c r i t i c i s m  b r i n g s  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  c l o s e r  t o  c r e a t i n g  f o r  

l i t e r a t u r e  a u n i q u e  and i r r e p l a c e a b l e  f u n c t i o n ,  an i n d i s ­

p e n s a b l e  r o l e  i n  human e x p e r i e n c e .

S t u d e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  can a l s o  b e n e f i t  from 

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  i f  t h e y  become a w a re  o f  t h e  p a r a l l e l s
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between t h e  f i c t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  d i s c o v e r i n g  and c r e a t i n g  o n e ' s  i d e n t i t y .

The m a jo r  p a r a l l e l  emerges from s e e i n g  t h a t  when we r ea d  

f i c t i o n  we f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  p a r a d o x i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

b e in g  a t  o n c e  a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  and a d e ta c h e d  

s p e c t a t o r  o f  i t .  We a r e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  i n  r e a d i n g  f i c t i o n  

b eca u se  we a r e  n o t  m e r e l y  v i e w in g  an e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  a r e  

f e e l i n g  t h e  a c t  o f  o b s e r v i n g  i t .  The r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s  t h u s  

p a r a l l e l s  t h e  b le n d  o f  s e l f - i n v o l v e m e n t  and d i s t a n c e  from 

s e l f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  so n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  i d e n t i t y  d eve lopm en t  i n  c o n te m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y .

J u s t  a s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  g i v e s  u s  some s e n s e  o f  

m a s te r y  o r  c o n t r o l  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  f i c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a  s i m i ­

l a r  s e n s e  b ecau se  o u r  d e s i r e s ,  f e a r s ,  and i n n e r  c o n f l i c t s  

a r e  o f t e n  o b j e c t i f i e d  and e x t e r n a l i z e d  i n  i t .  F i c t i o n  a l s o  

p a r a l l e l s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  t h a t  i t  t r a n s f o r m s  t h e  

c h a o t i c  and  s low -m oving  n a t u r e  o f  a c t u a l  l i f e  t o  e n a b le  u s  

t o  see  p a t t e r n s  and  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h  a  s a t i s f y i n g  d e g re e  

o f  c l a r i t y .  The p r o c e s s  o f  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  p e r s o n a l  

r e s p o n s e ,  and p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  b r i n g s  

abou t  t h e s e  p e r c e p t i o n s  a l s o  e x e m p l i f i e s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

I t  t r a n s f o r m s  t h e  complex m e n t a l  and e m o t io n a l  s t a t e s  

g e n e r a t e d  by th e  r e a d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o  s o c i a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  

and i n t e l l e c t u a l  t e r m s .

F o r  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  c r i t i c a l  e n c o u n t e r  t o  be used  

e f f e c t i v e l y  and m e a n i n g f u l l y ,  we must  a l s o  know t h a t  a
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c e n t r a l  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  t h e  con ­

s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  we a r e  e n c o u n t e r i n g  a n o t h e r  human b e in g ,  

t h e  a u t h o r ,  who i s  t r y i n g  t o  communicate  w i t h  u s .  The 

a u t h o r  m erges  h i m s e l f  and h i s  work t o  p r o v i d e  an  e x p e r i ­

e n t i a l  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  b o t h  h i m s e l f  as  a  p e r s o n  and l i f e ;  

he y i e l d s  h i m s e l f  w i t h o u t  seem ing  t o  do s o .  With t h i s  

a w a r e n e s s ,  we a s  r e a d e r s  sh o u ld  i n v o l v e  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a c ­

c e p t i n g  o r  r e j e c t i n g  what t h e  a u t h o r  p r e s e n t s ,  t h e  e x p e r i ­

ence  i t s e l f ,  and t h e  a u t h o r ' s  v a l u e s  and a t t i t u d e s  as 

conveyed t h r o u g h  t h e  e v e n t s ,  c h a r a c t e r s ,  and a c t i o n s .

We m ust  acknow ledge ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  

t h e  c r i t i c a l  e n c o u n t e r  sh o u ld  n o t  c o n s c i o u s l y  o c c u r  u n t i l  

we have  c l o s e l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  work i t s e l f ,  l e s t  we d i s t o r t  

o r  m is u s e  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  A f t e r  such c l o s e  

s t u d y ,  we s h o u ld  a n a l o g i z e —make c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a l l u s i o n s ,  

p a r a l l e l s ,  e c h o e s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and j u x t a p o s i t i o n s  b e ­

tw een  t h e  w o r k ' s  i d e a s  and c h a r a c t e r s  and o u r s e l v e s .  I n  

d o in g  s o ,  we need  t o  be c a r e f u l  t o  u t i l i z e  o n l y  p e r s o n a l  

know ledge ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and a n a l o g i e s  which  a r e  genu ine  and 

r e l e v a n t  and which r e s p e c t  t h e  l i b e r t y  and autonomy o f  t h e  

work.  Our r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  s h o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  be  

a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  as  p o s s i b l e  by stemming o n ly  from t h e  s c o p e  

and d e p t h  o f  t h e  work a s  a  whole o r  from t h e  c o n te x t  i n  

which  each  p a r t  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  whole .  I f  we o b se rv e  

t h e s e  c a u t i o n s ,  we w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  we a r e  o n l y  as  l i m i t e d
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i n  employ ing  l i t e r a r y  r e s p o n s e  and a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  we a r e  

i n  b e i n g  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  and g r o w th - m o t iv a t e d  enough t o  

d i s c o v e r  and c r e a t e  o u r  i d e n t i t i e s .

My e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  J o s e p h  C o n r a d ' s  V i c t o r y  

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h a t  t h i s  method can  he u se d  e f f e c t i v e l y  and 

m e a n i n g f u l l y  by a  p r a c t i c e d  s t u d e n t  o f  f i c t i o n  as  an e x ­

t e n s i o n  o f  a n a l y t i c  c r i t i c a l  m ethods  o r  as  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  

t o  them. He can  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  he has  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  w o r k ' s  i d e a s  and t e c h n i q u e s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n d  t o  and a p p l y  what  he h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  

and t h e r e b y  know h i m s e l f  and h i s  w or ld  b e t t e r .  P e r h a p s  h i s  

r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  s t r o n g  enough to  m o t i ­

v a t e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  change  i n  h i s  b e h a v i o r  o r  a t  l e a s t  

p r o v i d e  an. im p e tu s  to w ard  s u c h  a chan ge .  I  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  

e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  can  p rom o te  p e r s o n a l  g ro w th  b e t t e r  t h a n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c r i t i c a l  methods b e c a u s e  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  f i c t i o n  

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c i d e n t a l l y  v e r b a l i z e s ,  o r g a n ­

i z e s ,  and communicates  h i s  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s .

But f o r  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  t o  have optimum i m p a c t ,  

i t  must  have  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d ,  as  opposed  t o  t e a c h e r -  

c e n t e r e d ,  t e a c h i n g  a s  i t s  b a s i s ,  so t h a t  e v e ry o n e  w i l l  f e e l  

f r e e  and open enough t o  be h i m s e l f  i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  and 

d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  f i c t i o n  a s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g ,  l e a r n i n g  and t h e  l e a r n e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  

t e a c h i n g  and t h e  t e a c h e r  a r e  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s .  L e a r n in g  

s h o u ld  be  a p p ro a c h e d  as  a  l i v i n g  in v o lv e m e n t  w i t h  l i f e ,
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as  a commitment t o  v a l u e s ,  a s  s e l f - s e a r c h i n g ,  a s  l i s t e n i n g  

t o  l i f e ,  as  s e e k i n g  a u t h e n t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  

C h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t  

and s e l f - i n i t i a t i o n ,  s u c h  l e a r n i n g  sh o u ld  engage t h e  

l e a r n e r ' s  f e e l i n g s ,  y i e l d  p e r s o n a l  m ea n in g s ,  and a f f e c t  

b e h a v i o r .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  s tem s  from s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  i s  l e a r n i n g  how t o  l e a r n ,  ex p an d in g  t h e  

s t u d e n t ' s  modes o f  p e r c e p t i o n  so t h a t  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  can 

b r o a d e n  and deepen  h i s  i d e n t i t y .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  su c h  

l e a r n i n g  must  e n t a i l  b o t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g row th  and e m o t io n a l  

deve lo p m en t  and must  f o l l o w  h i e r a r c h i c a l  p a t t e r n s .  Both 

t h e  c o g n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  p a t t e r n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  two s e p a ­

r a t e  s t u d i e s  p a r a l l e l  r a t h e r  w e l l  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 

e m o t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  r e a d i n g ,  d i s c u s s i n g ,  and 

w r i t i n g  a bou t  f i c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m ethod o lo gy  o f  en­

c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m .

I f  we a r e  t o  a c h i e v e  maximum d eve lopm en t  o f  b o th  

c o g n i t i v e  and a f f e c t i v e  s k i l l s  and a b i l i t i e s  and c u l t i v a t e  

t h e  k i n d s  o f  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  

d i s c o v e r y  and c r e a t i o n  o f  s e l f ,  we m ust  work t o  know s t u ­

d e n t s  a s  p e r s o n s  a s  much as  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  g i v e n  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  and t o  i n t e g r a t e  what  we d i s c o v e r  a b o u t  t h e i r  

g o a l s ,  v a l u e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  i n t o  f i c t i o n  

c o u r s e s .  Because  we c an  a c h i e v e  su c h  knowledge on a  p e r s o n -  

t o - p e r s o n  b a s i s  o n ly  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  t im e ,  i f  a t  a l l ,
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e a r l y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  we may do b e s t  t o  employ v a r i o u s  s u r ­

veys and p r e l i m i n a r y  w r i t i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s  t o  g e t  a  d i a g n o s i s  

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a s  a  g r o u p .  One f a c t o r  t h a t  we need t o  be 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  i s  a  s t u d e n t ' s  l e v e l  o f  c o g n i t i v e  

c o m p l e x i t y ,  b e c a u se  we can  m a tch  i t  w i t h  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  

s t r u c t u r e  we g i v e  t o  h i s  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  G e n e r a l l y ,  

t h e  l o w e r  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and 

v i c e - v e r s a .  The o v e r a l l  o b j e c t i v e  s h o u ld  be t o  in d u c e  t h e  

s t u d e n t  t o  p r o g r e s s  to w a rd  c o m p le x i ty  and f l e x i b i l i t y  by 

employing  l e s s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e  and more s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g .

A m a j o r  c o n v i c t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h a t  i f  we a p p ro a c h  s t u ­

d e n t  c r i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  and b u i l d  f i c t i o n  

c o u r s e s  a round  works which  a r e  on s t u d e n t s '  l e v e l s  o f  s e n ­

s i b i l i t y  and c o n ce rn ed  w i t h  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  i n t e r e s t s  and 

p r o b le m s ,  we show them t h a t  we p r i z e  them as p e r s o n s  and 

e n a b le  them t o  b e g in  t o  s e n s e  and f e e l  what i s  g o in g  on 

w i t h i n  t h e m s e lv e s  when t h e y  s t u d y ,  d i s c u s s ,  w r i t e  a b o u t ,  

re s p o n d  t o ,  and a p p ly  f i c t i o n .  We c a n  a l s o  p ro m ote  t h i s  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  s t u d e n t s  when we u s e  o u r  e x p e r t i s e  p r i ­

m a r i l y  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  by assum ing  a  p o s t u r e  o f  

s h a r i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  one o f  i m p o s i t i o n  and when we d i s c o u r ­

age s t u d e n t  dependency  on us a s  fo rm a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who make 

them l e a r n .

However, we sh o u ld  f u n c t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  a s  p e r s o n s  and 

f a c i l i t a t o r s  i n  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g .  We must  be open
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w i t h  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  t o  r e v e a l  o u r s e l v e s  i n  ways which  c l a r ­

i f y  o u r  i d e n t i t i e s  beyond o u r  r o l e s  as  t e a c h e r s , and t o  

be  a c c e p t i n g ,  t r u s t i n g ,  warm, and f r i e n d l y  enough t o  en­

c o u ra g e  s t u d e n t s  to  be open  as  w e l l .  As f a c i l i t a t o r s ,  we 

m ust  u s e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  and a p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  

a p p ro a c h  t o  f i c t i o n  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  overcome t h e  p i t f a l l s  

o f  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  and t o  d i s c o v e r  f i c t i o n ' s  g ro w th -  

p ro m o t in g  i n s i g h t s  i n  f r e e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  We s h o u l d  t h e r e ­

f o r e  g u id e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  a  c l a s s ro o m  s i t u a t i o n  dom ina ted  

by s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  and  o t h e r  forms o f  group 

i n v o lv e m e n t ,  such  as  r o l e  p l a y i n g  and psychodram a.  This  

s i t u a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  b e c a u s e  t h e  more t h e  s t u d e n t  p a r ­

t i c i p a t e s  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  , t h e  more l a s t i n g  and 

m e a n in g f u l  t h e  l e a r n i n g  i s .  The i d e a l  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t a t o r  

i s  t o  maximize  c h a l l e n g e  a t  t h e  same t ime he m in im iz es  

t h r e a t .

A f u r t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  

i n a d e q u a t e ,  l i m i t e d ,  o r  empty s e l f - c o n c e p t  t h a t  many s t u ­

d e n t s  have d e r i v e d  from a  c u l t u r e  p e rv a d ed  by a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

e d u c a t i o n  and conformism h a s  made f a r  too many o f  them 

p a s s i v e  r e c i p i e n t s  and f a r  to o  few  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

T h is  c o n d i t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  an  emphasis  on s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  and g ro u p  in v o lv e m e n t .  I t  demands 

t h a t  we as  t e a c h e r s  o f  f i c t i o n  be  h i g h l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  o u r  

q u e s t i o n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  B ecause  m o s t  s t u d e n t s  have i n ­

s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  g ro u p  i n t e r a c t i o n  and n o t  enough
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s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  and m e a n i n g f u l l y  

i n  e x t r e m e l y  o p e n -en d ed  and n o n - d i r e c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  we 

need  t o  u s e  q u e s t i o n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  g u id e  and s t r u c t u r e  

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s .  We a l s o  need t o  e x e r c i s e  such  g u id a n c e  

so t h a t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  b a s e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  

on a  s u f f i c i e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  work t o  keep them ap­

p r o p r i a t e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  more e x t e n s i v e  and complex 

t h e  work i s ,  t h e  more gu id an ce  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  we need  t o  

g i v e  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .

I n  d raw in g  t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  

t e a c h i n g ,  I  a cknow ledge  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  chan g in g  t h e  

m e n t a l  s e t s  o f  many s t u d e n t s  from p a s s i v e  r e c i p i e n t  t o  

i n v o l v e d  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  from d ep endency  t o  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c y ,  

and from e x t r i n s i c  t o  i n t r i n s i c  m o t i v a t i o n s .  But I  b e l i e v e  

we c an  move s t u d e n t s  tow ard  t h e s e  new p e r s p e c t i v e s  i f  we 

a l s o  i n v o l v e  them i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e v a l u a t i o n .  They need 

t o  a p p l y  c o u r s e  s t a n d a r d s  to t h e m s e l v e s  a s  w r i t e r s  and  d i s ­

c u s s i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Even i f  we g e t  them in v o lv e d  i n  

t h e s e  e v a l u a t i o n s  and c a r r y  o u t  a l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  some p ro b le m s  

may p e r s i s t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  o u r  b e s t  e f f o r t s  a t  s t u d e n t -  

c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  a r e  demanded b y  t h e  im b a la n c e s  and i n ­

c o n g r u e n c i e s  o f  con tem pora ry  e d u c a t i o n  and s o c i e t y .

I n  sum, t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  

and n a t u r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  has  l i n k e d
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i t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  f i c t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  

a s  a  means o f  p r o m o t in g  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n ,  

and e x e m p l i f i e d  how i t  can be  used  by an e x p e r i e n c e d  s t u ­

d e n t  o f  f i c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  s t u d y  s u g g e s t s  how t h e  

s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g  o f  f i c t i o n  can  prom ote  t h e  e f ­

f e c t i v e  and m e a n in g f u l  u s e  o f  e n c o u n t e r  c r i t i c i s m  by a 

v a r i e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  and how i t  can  i n  i t s e l f  s t i m u l a t e  

s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  and s e l f - c r e a t i o n .
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