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The “American spirit” is a
phrase that has come to symbolize
qualities that include diligence,
resihence and ambition,

The theme chosen by the
National Women's History Project
for Women's History Month 2002
is  “Women Sustaining the
American Spirit.” In this special
section, there are several accounts
of women sustaining and exempli-
fving their “American spirit” by
taking up space and making their
voices heard.

The women spearheading Take
Back the Night are using their right
to free speech and their right to
assemble to take back the night
from predators. Judith Iriarte-
Gross is using her diligence to

From the Editor

American spirit abounds

focus on women in science.
Columnists Callie Elizabeth Butler
and Kelley Anderson are using
their voices to express their opin
ions on feminism and activism.
Women's athletics are using ambi-
tion to achieve gender equality in
university sports.

All around us, women are mak-
ing contributions to our society.
On a large scale, the women who
make the most change are the
movers and shakers willing to lay
everything on the line for their
causes — a quality long associated
with the “American spirit.”

Susan B. Anthony knew what
she was talking about when she
said, “Cautious, careful people
always casting about to preserve

their reputation or social standards
never can bring about reform.
Those who are really in earnest are
willing to be anything or nothing in
the world’s estimation, and pub-
licly and privately,.in season and
out, avow their sympathies with
despised ideas and their advocates,
and bear the consequences.”
Women have a rich history
worth recognizing and a rich future
to cultivate. I hope this special sec-
tion inspires you to appreciate the
women of the past and to become a
crusader for equality of the future.
Don’t tiptoe; be anything or noth-
ing, and bear the consequences for
what you believe in.
Lindsey Turner
Special Section Editor
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Celebrating the Contri

Thursday, March 7

12 p.m. — A lecture titled “Neuroanatomical Evidence for
the Organizational and Activation Effects of Gonadal
Steroids™ will be held in the Davis Science Building, Room
130.

7 p.m. — Jennifer Swann, associate professor of biological
sciences as Lehigh University, will present a lecture titled
“This is Your Brain on Steroids.” The lecture, held in the
State Farm Room of the Business and Aerospace Building,
will pertain to hormonal and pheromonal relationships
between genders and how a variety of social behaviors are
sexually dimorphic.

Friday, March 8

12:30 p.m. - “Graduate/Professional School in Science for
Minorities/Women: Questions and Answers” will be held in
the Hazelwood Dining Room of the James Union Building.
There, several minority and women professors will dine with
interested graduates and undergraduates in an informal set-
ting where they can ask/answer questions. All students are
invited. For more information, contact Amy Jetton at §98

5952.
Monday, March 11

7:30 p.m. — Photographer Jane Screibman will conduct a
slide/lecture presentation in the McWherter Learning
Resources Center, Room 221. Following the presentation, a
reception will be held in the Baldwin Photographic Gallery,
where her photos are on display.

Tuesday, March 12
12:30 p.m. — Maj. Julie Norman, an experienced Army

officer from Fort Knox, Ky., will share her personal experi-
ences in a presentation titled “Women as Leaders.” She will

discuss the importance of professional values and ethics as a
leader in a predominantly male profession. Drinks will be
provided, and attendees are encouraged to bring their own
lunch. For information, contact Todd Overby at 898-2470

Thursday, March 14

11 a.m. — Catherine Middlecamp of the University
Wisconsin-Madison will conduct a lecture titled “What D
Race, Ethnicity and Gender Have |
Thermodynamics?” in the DSB, Room 100, Midd!
explore the connections and relationships bety
nicity and gender and teaching chemist

7 p.m. — Medical scientist Areta b
lecture titled “Who Will Have
Academic Experiences from the g
State Farm Room of the BAS. Kowal-Vern's present
recount her experiences with the |
Center, where she was tired g with m th
als, five of whom were fer
Monday, March 18

12 p.m Dance choreographers Ann Shea and N
Ammerman, Womel horus Direct Angela Tipps, ligl
ing and sound design director Sparkle R ind costur
designer Lori Gann-Smith will present a short lecture prior t
their performance titled “Women's Works in Music, Theats
and Dance - Spirit of ollaboration,” which begins otfic ially
at 12:30 p.m. During the lecture, viewers can have an

mal discussion with the artists involved. Coftee and dessert
will be provided, and those interested in hearing the
will gather in the Tucker Theatre lobby at noon. For mon
information, contact Shea at 898-2640

Wednesday, March 20

3:30 p.m. - The International Poetry Reading will be held

butions of Women
Women's History Month 2002

in the Al nis | hitterent national

ties will t nen poets from

present a lecture ttled
Doctors?: 19th Century ldeas
ficine Fuchman’s lecture will

nd science and how it relates

and the Rest of Us” will be the
rformance artist Kate Bornstein's pre-

¢ Room of the JUB. Bornstein is the
Men, Women and the Rest of Uss
1d pertormance pieces, Born a

nder change and wasn't satis

v omet

v and now identifies as
re informanon, contact

legendering the Self
JUB. Pre-registration 1s
nore mtormaton.

ining Ro f the

quired. Contact Heltord |
luesday, April 23

p.m. — Poet Jessica Care Moore will lead “Soul Food: A
Hendition of Poetry in the LRC, Room 221. Moore gained
! 1995 atter her performance on Showtime at the

since published several books of poetry and
't own publishing company. For more informa-
s Montaque at 904-8418. @
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Women’s athletics move up with Title IX

By Colleen Cox the NCAA fotght to limit Titl .
Editor urisdiction vOCAA o o
n at { y|
sed d call the i he )
iR 1
t
{
) 1
ire the s - File photo
! ¢ AlA Lompiia DRGARALHIRLILS \ ; v R SO S N Lo "'\ Women's volleyball was added so MTSU would be compliant
tutions the first  Kunkel T , " the third prong. HHE I8 ek Title 1X laws enacted in the 1970s.
were very ditterent lurnham said the MT athletics  has three prongs, and as long as one
1 the NCAA, and athletic schol department has tried to implement  of those 1s met, the school is com
ind off-campus recruiting  Title IX since the law was passed in  pliant. The prongs state: 1) athleti-  tunity for members of both sexes women's sports at MT aren't far
prohibited 1972, However, in the mid-'80s, cally related financial assistance be “We have a history of adding behind. According to Turnham
yuring the 1970s and early ‘80s,  the department started looking atit  allocated in proportion to the women's sports,” Turnham said. and Kunkel, the facilities for
numbers of his allows MT to be compliant  women's sports are up to par.
male and temale  with Title IX. In 1993, softball was  Turnham explained that, when she
students partic introduced at MT, and in 1996, just  was the vollevball coach, the team
ipating in intel 1 year after receiving the results of  played in the Alumni Memorial
collegiate ath- the OCR investigation, women's Gym. The volleyvball team now
letics; 2)  all  soccer was implemented plays in the Murphy Center
other benefits Our soccer program was a The soccer team received a new
opportunities direct result of the OCR investig: field and practice facility, and a
and treatment tion,” Turnham said new outdoor track for both men
afforded partic Women's golf was added in fall  and women was built, One thing
ipants of each 2001, and there is a possibility that  the athletics department wants to
sex be equiva- equestrian will be added. do is build a new softball fac
lent; and 3) the [hat is a logical place for us to “We already know and have i
interests  and  go when we decide we need to add  our plan the statement that we
abilities of stu- another sport or financially we can  know and want to get a softball
dents be effec- afford to add,” Turnham said. facility,” Turnham said
tively accom Equestrian currently is a popu Sull, facilities are an area th
modated to the lar club sport with 40 participants, lacking, according to Turn
extent necessary 30 being female. She said the athletics department
Photo from 1974 Midlander  to provide equal While men’s and women’s ath- — — — —
The 1974 women'’s volleyball team received very little funding and attention. athletics oppor-  letics aren’t necessarily equal, See Compliance, 10
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Diverse women chosen as this year’s honorees

Compiled by Lindsey Turner
Special Section Editor

Each vear, the National
Women's History Project
(www.nwhp.org) honors several
women they feel have contributed
to the rich history of women and
America,

This year’s theme, “Women sus-
taining the American spirit,” aims
to celebrate women who have
made major contributions to
American culture and exemplified
what it means to strive for equality,
justice and freedom in everyday
life.

Alice Coachman

Alice Coachman exemplified
her American g
spirit through [
her determi-
nation. In
London,
England, in
1948, during
the Olympics,
Coachman
became  the
f ¢ s #
American
woman to win a gold medal in
track and field.

Coachman broke the previous
world record in the high jump and
challenged long-held assumptions
about women's physical ability to
participate in track and field.

She was born in Albany, Ga., in
1923. Denied access to public train-
ing facilities because of segregation
policies, she ran barefoot on the
back roads of Georgia. She used
strings and ropes tied to sticks to
create makeshift setups to jump
over.

Overcoming the effects of segre-
gation, she won 25 national titles as
well as the Olympic gold.

After her Olympic victory, she
returned to America to train other
women athletes. Her legacy opened
possibilities for future generations
of women to participate and suc-
ceed in track and field.

Coachman has been honored

L
»

Coachman

with memberships in eight halls of

fame, including the National Track
and Field Hall of Fame, the Georgia
Sports Hall of Fame and the Albany
Sports Hall of Fame.

Dolores Huerta

Dolores Huerta’s birth and life
right after the infamous stock mar-
ket crash of 1929 shaped her vision
of the workforce — an issue she
would champion throughout her

life.
Born in Dawson, N.M., in 1930,
Huerta came to admire the

strength, independence and ambi-
tion of her mother, who encour-
aged her to create her own life and
her own sense of purpose.

Huerta graduated
Stockton

from

College in
the 1950s
and  began
teaching in a
farm work-
ers’ commu-
nity. As she

witnessed the
devastating
hunger of her
students, she
realized she
needed to take direct action to
eliminate the brutal conditions of
poverty that defined their lives and
their aspirations.

Huerta began organizing voters
to participate in democratic
reform. In 1962, along with Ceasar
Chavez, she co-founded what
would become the United Farm
Workers Union.  Using non-vio
lence, she organized a successful
boycott of California table grapes
that lasted five years and resulted in
the California table grape industry
signing a three-year collective bar
gaining agreement with the UFW.

She successtully lobbied for the
Agricultural Labor Relations Act,
the first law of its kind in the
United States, which grants farm
workers the right to collectively
organize and bargain for better
wages and working conditions,

Huerta also tried to empower
farm workers with information and
skills to help them secure better liv
ing and working conditions.

Huerta

Patsy Mink

In the face of discrimination,
Patsy Mink became the first
woman of Asian descent to serve in
the House of Representatives

The granddaugter of
Japanese immigrants, Mink was
born in Maui in 1928. She began
her political career when she ran
for student body president in high
school — a daunting task consider
ing the anti-Japanese sentiment

popular at the time. As a result of

the election, she learned the impor-
tance of coalition building.

She enrolled at the University of

Hawaii but transferred to the
University of Nebraska, where she
faced a policy of segregated student
housing. Mink helped end the pol-

- her a

icy of discrim-
ination. She
returned to
the UH and
graduated
with a degree
in zoology
and  chem-
istry. In 1948,
the 20 medical
schools to
which she applied refused to accept
women.

Mink decided to study law and
was accepted by the University of
Chicago because they considered
“foreign student.” She
obtained her doctorate of jurispru-
dence in 1951.

Mink became the first Asian-
American woman to practice law in
Hawaii. In 1956, she was clected to
the  Territorial House of
Representatives. In 1965, she was
elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives and began the first
of six consecutive terms in the
House. She was the first woman of

Mink

color to be elected to Congress and
served 12 total terms
Mink introduced the
prehensive  Early
Education Act and
Women's Educational Equity Act
She also ;‘l.ncni a key role in the
enactment of Title 1X of the Higher

first com
Childhood

authored the

Education Act Amendments
major staple
requiring that women s

|

and opportunities be equal wit

higher education

taciin
men's

Mary Louise Defender Wilsor
Marv Loutse Defe
a Dakotah/Hidatsa storvteller

stories connect the anvient itht

wder Wils

l‘|L\(‘Ill the radition Wit th
modern and all hite torn
i\'h\‘l H\? i
complexity of
America’s his
tory and the
rich diversity
of America s
contemporary
sOCIety
'\\!H}', the
[Hl‘\&\‘

from

gits
down
her great
grandmother,
grandmother
and mother, she uses an ancient
form of storytelling to convey her
view of life's purpose. Her stories
are based on the traditions of the
Dakotah/Hidatsa people in pro
moting peace and respect among

all people.

Wilson

Wilson was born on the
Standing Rock Indian Reservation
in Sheilds, N.D., in October 1930.
From her earliest years, she was
immersed in the stories handed
down through the centuries by sto-
rytellers who kept alive the legends
of the past. Using the Dakotah and
English languages, she began story
telling when she was 11 years old.
Repeating the stories of her elders,
she learned to respect and honor
conflict resolution.

Her life and works blend tradi
tional Dakotah/Hidatsa ways with
those of contemporary America
She uses her storytelling to foster
knowledge and respect for one's
own culture as the bridge to com
munication and respecting the cul
ture of others,

Today, she continues her worl
through radio program
recordings and tells storic
ebrate the idea that ol

Jd11d

connected

of purpose and hi

need to be

Dorothy Height
Born priot
1912 1in Richmo

Hf.‘l:.ihi was
'v\l\()ni\ mn ? 1 i
established her
student witl

|

1
Nl

Height
Vich e {
Counci
]-r;r"'...’ e 1ron
tull and cqua
educational adva
time, Height |
ll:flll\ advocate had be
up as she -\n'Y!-\'«i'--;"‘,w Ivinch
ing, desegregate the armed forces
reform the criminal justice system
and create free access to public

accommodations

Fhat same year, Height began
her work with the National Young
Women's Christian Association
Ihere, she held several leadership
positions. Assuming responsibility
for developing leadership training
activities tor staft

pro

volunteers and

she developed programs to

mote interracial relationships.
Height was one of the major
leaders of the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s. To create a
dialogue about the Civil Rights
Movement, she organized
"Wednesdays in Mississippi,”
bringing together Southern and
Northern white and black women.
Her belief in honoring the diversity
of America is seen in her promo
interfaith interracial

tion of ind

moyements

Gerda Lerner

Born in 192 \'1en Aust
Lerner experien
o power dai
the underg
ment, With !

MPrISsOney

) AN

Lerner

¢d American cit

onviction about the

nce of justice and equality
people was demonstrated by
irticipation Rrassroots,
movements.  She
worked to create an interracial civil
rights movement, tor better schools
in New York City, for peace and

mnmauni

social and

McCarthyism.

Lerner graduated with a Ph.D
York's Columbia
versity in 1966, As a scholar,

hallenged long-held assump

thout women and their sig-
Lerner is
fged as one of the fore
s in the field of wom-
Her work now spans

justice .l\\:dlll\(

n New

| n  history.

books are The
Creation ()f.
Ihe Creation of Feminist
Why History

n her 10
MHA MSIers The

onsciousness and
Muatters.

A\s a teacher, she demands that
re-examine old ideas
about who women are and what
women have accomplished. She has
mentored hundreds of historians.

In 1981, she became the first
woman in 50 years to be elected
president of the Organization of
American Historians, @

students
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RECLAIMING WHAT ONCE WAS THEIR

Take Back the Night strives to empower women and
restore the freedom they've lost in a culture of fear

By Jennifer Cathey
Statt Writer

Concerned women and men will use their right to
free speech April 11 as they march through
Murfreesboro in protest of violence against women.

'he annual Take Back the Night march, held in
many cities across the globe, seeks to bring awareness
to the growing problem of violence against women
namely rape

\pproximately 132,000 women every vear in the
United States report that they have been victims of
rape or attempted rape, and someone is sexually
issaulted every five seconds,

[n a society with statistics like these, gathered from
the National Organization tor Women and the
National Victims Center, it's clear why this vear’s
Sexual Assault Awareness Week is so important. The
events of this year's Sexual Assault Awareness Week
will culminate in the annual march.

['he marches, which began in the 1970s in England
and the United States, are continued now on college
campuses across the nation.

Fennisha Smith, the coordinator for this vear's
I'ake Back the Night rally, said she thinks women sim-
ply aren’t aware of the high rates of sexual assault and
hopes to educate women about the dangers of it.

“I think that it is an eye opener for a lot of women,”
Smith said. “A lot of women probably think that it can
never happen to them.”

Smith said she believes that having the rally at might
is symbolic of women taking back the streets from sex
ual predators.

“The night is a metaphor for fear,” Smith said. “By
having it at night, we're claiming our streets to be safe
at night.”

According to a press release issued by the June
Anderson Women's Center, the sponsor of Take Back
the Night, “By participating in Take Back the Night,
women symbolically reclaim their bodies, their homes,

their workplaces, their strects and their lives by taking
what might otherwise be private experiences of injus-
tice and publicly naming these wrongs; hence, break
ing the silence :

Fhis vear's event 1s going to be a communitywide
rally, with different community organizations and

churches invelved.

We're tryving to get the community involved [
Smith said. “We want to get men involved, as well a
womaen —

Amic Lee King, who, along with her band Cuddl 1
Care, will be plaving at Saturday’s Take Back the Night ‘
benefit concert, said she believes displays like march
ing through the streets are symbolic of women taking
control of their lives

"I thought it was a great idea for women to reclaim
the territory that is too often lost to their harassers and
predators,” King said.

Beth Cameron of Forget Cassettes and Sincerity
Guild, both of which will be plaving at the Red Ros
tor the benefit concert, said she believes the strength ot
the rally itselt lies in the number of women who come
out and support it.

“The more we unite and support cach other, the |
more we can accomplish,” Cameron said

Cameron also warns that, although not ¢ven
woman is a victim of sexual assault, everv woman
should be aware of the horrors of the crime

“Every woman needs to be aware that there are

ways to prevent it,” she said. “Fven it we ourselves
have never been assaulted or raped or abused, we have
to stand up for the women that have or we can not

expect this movement to flourish
Since 1993, Take Back the \I‘:"‘! nas
the MTSU Sexual Assault Awareness Week and

sponsored by the June Anderson Women's Center
The rally will be held April 11 at Central M
School in Murfreesboro. For more inforn

Take Back the Night or sexual assault
JAWC at 898-2193. &

|
|

Photo provided

Students at the University of North Texas march in Denton,
Texas, during their Take Back the Night March April 26, 2001. .




SIDELINES ® Wednesday, March 6, 2002 ¢ 7

Concert at Red Rose to benefit Take
Back the Night, fight against violence

Four bands and sneak peak at
documentary in store for $5

By Jennifer Cathey

| id she teels very strongly

I'ake Back the Night and
vent does for women

It raises awareness because

nen are in the streets ... velling,

lemanding their space

heir respect,” she said. “It is

al, present and ahve

11 way lemmism or
taken into ey
1
1
{ sl ¢s the
ind selt th
h as Take Bacl

'he Sincerity Guild s an
instrumental band. It's pretty
straightforward rock — two guitars,
bass, drums,” she said.

Despite all of Cameron's exper
imenting with music, playing with
Sincerity Guild is still a new experi
ence for her.

“I get to really expand my guitar
playing, and it’s the first band that
I've been in that the majority 1s
male,” she said

Cameron is hoping for a large
turnout for the benefit concert

I hope that it will be a huge
turnout,” she said. “1 will be sur
Prisg d it it’s not.

I'he Take Back the Night bene
fit concert will begin at 8 p.m
March 8 at the Red Rose Cate on
328 W College St In
Murfreesboro

A $5 donation will be taken up
at the door to help benefit Take

Back the \‘w}"” ¢

Photo provided
Beth Cameron, of Forget Cassettes and Sincerity Guild, will perform at Saturday’s benefit for
Take Back the Night that also will feature Cuddle Core and Perfect World of Cranes.



8 ® Waednesday, March 6, 2002 ® SIDELINES

Classrooms to be open
to non-enrolled students

By Patrick Chinnery

Opimons Editor

Female  contributions  to
academia will be the focus of sever
al classes this month, which will be
opened to students and the general
public not originally enrolled.

I'he open classroom
titled “Women in the Curriculum
2002." began Friday with an
English 2330 class, “What makes a
poem teminist?” and will conclude
April 25 with a biology 1030 class,

Fnvironmental Estrogens and
Breast Cancer.”

Every class in the series is open
to the public, and everyone in the
Murfreesboro community is invit-
ed to attend.

Nicole Turrill Welch of the biol
gy department considers the

lasses to be essential to a well-
rounded education.

“I believe it is important to
make the entire campus a much
more open forum,” Welch said.

“I think this [series| is a great
idea to let people on campus know
what’s going on in every depart-
ment.”

SEries,

ol OSSO W' t n «
mail last month from the women s
studies program, asking for volun
teers to open their classes and con-
duct special women's issues lec
tures. Professors from seven differ
ent departments - history. foreign
languages, English, philosophy
women's studies, health and biolo
gy — responded.

Welch said she feels that, while
breast cancer is seen as a [‘rcdnmi-
nantly women's issue, all students
should feel welcome to attend her
lecture

| feel breast cancer is a topic
peaple need to be aware of,” Welch
said.

“When I've taught it in the past,
this lecture has brought the most
interest from past students.”

While most teachers plan on
discussing only female contribu
tions during these classes, Ron
Bombardi of the philosophy
department plans on taking a dif
ferent angle in his series of lectures.

“l plan on taking a post-femi
nist approach,” Bombardi said
“Rather than dedicating an entire

class period to one woman

Photo provided
Transsexual performance
artist Kate Bornstein will be
in Elyce Helford's Women
and the Media class April 3.

philosopher, my approach will be
‘If they come up, they come up. To
get the tull etfect, puuplt need to
attend the whole month’s worth of
le\\t'\.‘

For those with less time on their
all other lectures
events last 30

hands, take note
are one-time and

minutes to an hour. @

Schedule of open classrooms

The following is a schedule of
the open classrooms to be offered as
part of Women's History Month.

“Women and Televised Sports”

Held March 11 from 1:30 to
2:45 p.m., Peck Hall, Room 218.
This class is a part of WMST 3500,
Women and the Media. The lec-
ture will be conducted by Ruth
Chananie.

“Women in contemporary
French public life: A round-
table discussion”

Held March 15, 9:10-10 a.m.,
Boutwell Dramatic Arts, Room
303B. A round-table discussion
led by undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, French and
American, will focus on women
in public life in France.

“Empowering women in infor-
mal settlements as HIV/AIDS
peer educators”

To be held March 21 from 9:30
to 10:45 a.m. in Murphy Center,
Room 100A. The course is part of
HLTH 6100, Health Education
and Behavior.

“Speak up or speak out: How
women and men use language
differently”

Held March 21 from 4:30 to

5:30 p.m., in BDA, Room 307, as
part of FL 6700, Introduction to
Linguistics, taught by Richard
Morris.

“Contributions of Women
Philosophers”

Lasts throughout March, held
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 12:25-1:15 p.m., James
Union Building, Room 202.
Female philosophers will be inte-
grated into this History of
Modern Philosophy course.

“Kate Bornstein: Undoing
Gender”

To be held April 3, 1:30-2:20
p.m., in PH, Room 2I5.
Transsexual performance artist,
author and activist Kate Bornstein
will instruct attendees how to
undo gender as part of WMST
3500 and WMST 2100.

“Environmental Estrogens and
Breast Cancer”

To be held April 25, 8 am. and
9:30 a.m., in PH, Room 103A as
part of BIOL 1030, The lecture
will explore possible causes of
breast cancer, in light of recent
research that has discovered only
5 percent of all breast cancer cases
are genetic. ®

Housing to show ‘strong women’ films through March

More than 10 flicks in store for residents

By Kelley Hire

Contributor

This month’s Residential Life
Film Series focuses on the history
i women

bundle, the

Inl‘gn‘(

aving a
I ¢

Sigourney Weaver stars in Gorillas in the Mist. Wo

sticky ﬂ(H\I'\. the outrageously
priced congessions, the
with the beehive in front of vou

and the loud, giggly pe

wonmnan

Voul.
You can save thos

sanity by watching

Photo provided N at 10

nal
men s

History  Month Blu
(_hannel ) oftered the

v\

ent, and the movi
cational as well

value, Witherow said. @

| -

Oscar-winning Jessica Tandy

Channel

ars in Fried Green Tomatoes,
laying esidence halls on

9 March 10-16 and

24-31

Film showings

March 1-9: Madam
\ld,'.'l' \
sortllas i the Mist,

| Curie, I

16

March  10-16:  Fried
( Che  Jo
‘1.1"!«‘/.\1‘

23 [

! /

March 24-31: Fried
sreett Tonatoes, Marte \
[ 1Ll Story, Erm

Brockovich, Public Law 106
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Compliance:

Continued from 3

vould like to add a couple more

tacilities,

Scholarship mone: for
vomen's sports has drastically
| 'i‘.’A”-&«q over the vears Al

women's budgets have increased

the NCAA allotment

Money has been added to the
omen’s budget for travel and
ood so that women have the same
pportunities as men. For exam
! it only two males stay i a
! | room oad trips, 1t
ould be the same way tor

pointed out that th

[ ssarilyv  the

NC DECAs \ to look at

1 eeds « P im. For

npic oot vould hay
more needs than soc

Dressing  rooms still  need

mprovement but are continually

being upgraded. Seating at track

neets and soccer games along

with marketing ot women's sports
are areas where improvement is
still needed.

‘T don’t think it's major, but
it's moneyv, and, unfortunately,
sometimes it's hard to find those
extra dollars,” Turnham said.

While fan support at women'’s
games isn't very high, Turnham
said she feels this 1s a university
problem. The problem exists at
other schools besides MT as well.

“When | hear things like the
University of Kentucky has taken
1,500 seats from their students
because they weren't showing up
to get the free tickets and they're
now selling them to people who
ire killing to get those tickets, we
aren’'t the only people having
trouble Furnham said. “If
Kentucky Wildcat basketball can't
get students there, then | can see
why we can't.”

MT has hired a person to do
women's promotions in hopes of
fixing the problem. Total equality
between men and women certain
Iv hasn't been achieved because of
['itle [X. Problems such as women
coaches not coaching male sports
still exist. There 1s no NCAA rule
prohibiting this, but it's just not
omething that is seen.

think there are a lot of

ymen qualified to coach men's
YOrts Kunkel said, "but as a
ociety, it's just never happened.
hat's just not been the status quo
it's hard to break into that
Society has just dictated this one
and it's tough to break out of

*

after this, the corporate ladder

will be a piece of [cake

In Army ROTC, you'll get to do stuf th physically and
mentally. In the process, you eV r career, like
thinking on your feet, making smart d A k to your Arm
ROTC representative. YO find there ! g to help
prepare you for getting {

ARMY ROTC Unlike any other colleg: Irse yvou can take.

APPLY NOW FOR PAID SUMMER LEADERSHIP TRAINING
AND ARMY OFFICER OPPORTUNITIES!
For additional information contact the
Military Science Department at (615) 898-2470
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olitical, social activism is necessary work

' Outof Bounds

Kelley
Anderson

Staff Columnist

Women ha

front ol Progressn
ments 11
movem

begmning

thines that ed e wed and

then branchin i
reform

Some  particular focused ot
women's issues,” such as the right
to vote, but others embraced

reform that benefited every men

ber of society, such as child labo

laws, union rights, prohibitios
nti-war  demonstrations ind
mtitrust legislation

Some femimnists h 11
pointed to religion as a torm ol

Why is

Wit and Wisdom

Callie
Elizabeth
Butler

Staff Columnist

|
[

|

I know. It's gotten to me
through the grapevine. They told
me. Yes, I heard.

“Feminist” is regarded by many
as a dirty word. Somehow, some
way, this eight-letter word has
become a term that evokes a variety
of assumptions about those labeled
as such. One of the many times I've
been clued in concerning this reali-

oppression and a means to restrict
the roles or women, but for many
others, it has been a
empowerment and guidance. This
is evident in the Women's
Christian Temperance Movement
that brought to attention the ill
effects of alcohol on the tamil

such as abuse and povern

source ol

F'here were many won
lubs made up mostly of middi
lass women who sought meas
tul work 1S Most 10bs

reserved for men
socialist cause

| !
11

League tormed

the Nationa
ﬂ‘.h[l]‘ 1o Mmas n
wware ol labor

purchasing good
I'he vote wa

in early America

Iv. when taken
\nthony and
Stanton. who conso

efforts into the Nationa
Woman Suftrage Asso
I'he settlement house mo

ment sought to better urban slum

1 place tor children to

kit mothers witl

of her

DeCals
nti-conscrip
ported back to
w vou are a threatto the
! ind the established sys
e deported from

¢ \

Political activism 1s not alwavs

‘feminist’ a di

ty was in one of my English classes
as 1 sat beside another member of
the class who happened to notice a
pin upon my jacket with the word
“feminist” in bold, white letters.

“Ewwww ... you're a feminist?”

“Yes.”

My reply was followed by a
number of stereotypical assump-
tions: feminists hate men, feminists
believe men are beings of a lower
evolutionary ranking and so on.
These common assumptions seem
to circulate throughout the univer-
sity or at least in the majority of my
classes that remain unrelated to
women'’s studies.

This misconception could easily
be put to rest by simply opening a
dictionary.

Feminism is generally, within
the great Webster’s Dictionary,
defined as “the theory of the politi-

cal, economic and social equality of
the sexes.”

In other words, ladies, it you
think vou are equal to a man with
in all spheres of being, you're a
feminist.

[ hate to break the news to you,
but if you think you're equal to that
guy seated beside you, you're one
of us. And gentlemen, if you feel
that the capabilities of women gen-
erally match your own, well, you're
a feminist, too.

Yes, the secret is out — men can
be feminists.

Certainly, there are branches of
feminism that endorse the idea that
males are horrid beings and inferi-
or, but this is not the overall mes-
sage of the feminist movement,
only that of some.

Feminism is primarily a move-
ment aimed toward equality, not

fun t 15 necessary Work

Sometimes apathetic comments
i} I don't wanna hear 11" can b
net with, “Well, I don't wanna say
but | go through the daily chore

{ pointing things out that can b

nalvzed in terms of gender, race

ind class because this is the world |
| in, and my personal experi
are not 1solated events, bur

of a whole and occur in a

patt
itical context

When you've found
it no longer feels like work,
ough it's equally draining (some
but it’s what vou love

vorl
your

work

more
wark becomes a means to an

I'm an advocate of working
from the inside out and the impor
tance of activism within your own
community,

I'here women  being
oppressed in  Afghanistan, and
there are women in Mufreesboro
who are being beaten in the privacy
of their own homes by people who
are supposed to love them. I'm
overusing the word
as not to water

are

weary of

Oppressic mn’ so

word,

domination.

Yet, the media’s attention has
been focused upon only the more
radical side of feminism, embrac-
ing only the sensational and shock
ing elements. These representa-
tions and assumptions are incredi-
bly ﬂ.!\\ ed.

Honestly, feminism has helped
to improve my relationships with
men.

I have found myself better able
to maintain cooperative and com-
municative relationships with the
opposite sex.

This is all due to the fact that |
believe myself equal to any man
and do not allow gender stereo-
types or roles to alter who I present
myself to be.

I feel free within my relation-
ships with men, not confined to a
particular model I feel pressured to

down 1ts meamng, but hving 1n a
state of constant fear 1s oppression

Being the subrect of violence
because of one s gender is oppres
sion. The tear that women experi
ence walking to their car in a mall
parking lot that is all too common
rape culture

longer

Imn a 1S \\“l‘l'k’\\l\)lh

[hese are no women s
ISSues

I'hey affect us all and as has been
said before, “We can't get there
until we all get there.”

[ am in debt to the strong
women and progressive men

whose roles also should be noted)

who have come before me, and |
am even more in debt to the chil-
dren who will come after me.

We must use our privilege to
keep oppression out of our lives by
beginning with the individual and
our own community as a means of
example and a source of support
for the rest of the world, just as the
reformers of the past thought
beyond themselves and helped
progress the equal participation
and status of women. @

again’

subscribe to.

Feminism is a social and politi-
cal movement that empowers
women to be productive within
society and stand up against gen-
der-based injustice. Feminism is a
doctrine that says a woman can
dance along the moon, be the pres-
ident of the United States, cure
cancer, teach children the wonders
of the world or even stay at home
and dedicate her life to her chil-
dren.

Feminism brings together
women of differing nationalities,
cultures, creeds, sexualities, back-
grounds, economic statuses and
ideologies.

Essentially, feminism is the
belief that a woman can be any-
thing, and gender is no barrier.

So, tell me again. Why is “femi-
nist” such a dirty word? @
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Chemistry prof wants to focus on gender

By Lindsey Turner
Special Section Editor

I'he unofficial focus of this
vear's Women’'s History Month
Icnvities s women mn  science
thanks to Chair Judith Iriarte
Crross.,

[riarte-Giross vhe oined
MTSU's departmen st
i 1996, jomed the w tudies
OUNsel soon hired

One thi d was that
ther [ omen

th \ th 1the

1 | n ud

i
1T | n

weyond W HN and cre

lass ivolving gender and s
1 Jackie Eller protessor ol
ociology and tormer director of
the womer studies  program,

asked her to look into a gender and

crence class several vears ago.
Iriarte-Ciross is now working on
creating such a class

She also 1s forming a grant pro
posal to the National Science
Foundation that would allow a
gender equity program for women
in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics, due the end of
March.

Iriarte-Gross has been met with
Some opposition in her «h'P.ll'anlll
regarding her work in gender stud
ies and science.

‘I've heard some comments say
ing, ‘Why are women special?’
Why do vou need to do this?”” she
said. However, she said she thinks
such a class is important because
there are significant reasons why
women don’t traditionally go into
sciences. Among them, she said, are

the facts that women think differ

ently from men, and women like to

work in groups

Irarte-Gross cited a book by
Shetla Tobia titled Theyv Not
Dumb, They're Different, 1in whicl
Fobias conduct tudy that to
lows five non-s \ Tud
four womet M }
hard scien 1 |

‘l””"l the
then expernien
['he womer PO
Ny n 1
annection betwet
I ind |
'he women a
that the |

Or I th {

.m.l)].‘ e najor tactor i this
discrepancy

Fo remedy this, she helps with
the  annual Expanding  Your

Horizons conference for middle
school girls. She became involved
with EYH in Texas, where she orig
inally taught. When she came o
I'ennessee, she noticed there was
no EYH conference in the state and
immediately torming a
group to plan one. Tennessee's first
EYH conference was held in 1997,
and Iriarte-Gross is now planning
the sixth one.
Iriarte-Gross said

began

the confer
ence prompts girls to think about
whether they want to do science as
a career, so they can focus on the
sciences and math in high school
and do well and not have to take
remedial classes when they get 1o
LH”\'\L‘,&',

Having professional women in
sciences mentor the girls and con-
duct workshops allows the girls to
see women doing things they
thought they couldn’t do, Iriarte
Gross said.

“We have to turn away girls

because we do not have the space,
she said. The program's popularity

has exploded, and there are now

250 to 300 middle school girls from
Ul over the mid-Sout!
Inarte-Giross chose a career as a
entist, although she originally
1AL I'i’ 1R} m
| ) n high
i ¢, she
I a
‘<!\Ir|1
us
hen | got
atd. She
hool wrote her
nna donations
held, Inarte
Id them she
intil they
the stu
oss didn't
out of high
ried, had a kid .|lh1gtll
he sard. 1 didn't want
ctary all my life
vears after her high
raduation, Iriarte-Gross
d in Prince George's

nunity College in Marvland,

her interest in chemistry
ed thanks to a mentor she
Kept getting A's in chemistry
ind  thought must be a

henust!™ she said

Intarte-Gross transterred to the
University of Marvland, where she
carned a bachelor’s and a master's
degree

She then enrolled graduate

school at the University of South
Carolina i 1990, At USC, therc
were no women professors of the

sciences, she said, which made it a
little difficult to find a mentor who
understood her dual duties as a stu
dent and as a single mom. She
found a male professor however
who coached her through the pro
COSS,

During her graduate
tantship, she would take her son
(now 29, employed in financial
management) with her to set up
experiments on the weekend. He
didn’t think she had a real job.

“Doing Ph.D. research is work,”
she said. “It’s not a 40-hour a week
job. You can’t tell your reaction
when to stop.”

[riarte-Gross would put 60 to 80
hours per week in her research
sometimes and spend massive
amounts of time writing proposals

dSSIS

and looking for jobs toward gradu
ation,

She received her doctorate
degree three days before her son
got his high school degree. Her dis
imvolved svnthesis and
analysis of the carbon and oxygen
families, which led to four other

sertation

spin-oft projects, one of which only
three people in the world were
doing. It took 48 hours to get an
answer out of one experiment
Compared to  most
schools, including US(

other
MTSU’s
khk'l”i\“'\ \iL"‘-ll“llk’lll 15 lllll\“lk‘
because of the number of women
teaching. About nine of 24 faculty
dre women,

“You don't see that in chemistry
departments,” she said. However,
there is only one woman professor
in physics, Martha Weller, and
none are in the astronomy depart
ment. Iriarte-Gross attributes these
absences mainly to a lack of women
available to fill those slots, not nec-
essarily to any discrimination.

However, Iriarte-Gross warns
against thinking that gender equity
has changed for the better in the
workforce. She worked for a plas-

~_ ST
Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
Judith Iriarte-Gross, right, watches as Joanna Velasquez, a
sophomore chemistry major, creates a tornado in a beaker.

A pl

tics company in Ft. Worth, Texas,
and when the secretary was absent
one day, she — the only other
woman on staff — was asked to
make coffee and answer the phone.

She quit,

Her career path led her to teach,
and she eventually moved to
Middle Tennessee. Her current
research involves making glass at
room temperature. She works
closely with other students and has
mentored two graduate students.

Iriarte-Gross advises students to
make sure they take their time and
find the right research mentor. Her
mentor at USC understood when
she had to do “mom” things and
forewarned her on which faculty
members to take for classes and
which ones to avoid.

Iriarte-Gross said she is still sur-
l’l’l.\k'd that she has a doctorate’s
degree and is teaching chemistry at
a Major university

“"Here I am. I would have never
thought it,” she said. “A former
secretary of Blue Cross Blue Shield.
I'm still amazed at that, and that’s
part of the culture. Women are told
that they can’t do these things.” ®
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