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Five different
grading systems
NOow In use

By Michaela Jackson

Associate News Editor

Beginning next fall, high
school students may have to
work harder to maintain honor
roll status. A task force com-
missioned by the Tennessee
State Board of Education
recently issued a report recom-
mending that the Tennessee
schools standardize the per-
centage range of letter grades.

According to the report, in
the state of Tennessee, “There
are currently five different per-
centage scale ranges used in the
determination of an ‘A’ letter
grade and 16 different percent-
age scale ranges used in the
determination of a ‘B’ letter
grade.”

The new standards will
require students to achieve a 93
percent to earn an ‘A, and 85
percent to earn a ‘B, a 75 per-
cent to earn a ‘C’ and a 70 per-
cent to earn a ‘D!

The reasoning behind the
standardization stems from the
requirements of the HOPE
scholarships. According to the
report, “Tennessee code speci-
fies that HOPE scholarship eli-
gibility shall consist of a final
overall unweighted high school
grade point average of at least
3.07

Since a 3.0 is a ‘B’ average,
standardizing what percent
average constitutes a ‘B’ puts all
Tennessee high school students
on an equal footing.
Additionally, the entire state
will now operate using an
unweighted grade point aver-
age.

In order to reward students
for taking more difficult cours-
es, a modified weighting system
will allow for the addition of
three points to the semester
average of honors and national
industry certification courses,
and five points to the semester
average of advanced placement
and international baccalaureate
courses, according to the
report.

“I think it’s nice in general,”
said Jeri  Birkhofer, a
Rutherford county school-
teacher, speaking of the new
system. “It will level the playing
field”

Despite  the  benefits,
Birkhofer is concerned about
the effectiveness of the new
guidelines.

“You feel like someone is
coming in and just mandating
something else. There are
already so many regulations,
like standardized tests. Is this
just one more thing?” she said.

“It's always something,” she
said. “People will weasel around
the regulations, anyway.”

Birkhofer does recognize the
need for the standards regard-
ing HOPE scholarship regula-
tion.

“In a way, it’s positive
because of the HOPE scholar-
ships. Right now, it’s very hard
to determine who should get
them,” she said.

As far as how the new stan-
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By DeAnn Currey
Staff Writer

U2’s Bono said it would change music more
than any invention since the electric guitar.

A full-length album will include around 15
songs, but an iPod can hold up to 10,000. Users
can import their own CDs, purchase songs
through iTunes or download songs through other
means.

The shuffle feature randomizes play, regardless
of genre, whether a song is country, hip-hop or
Scandinavian electro-boogie.

The iPod has certainly arrived at MTSU.
Students can be seen walking to and from class
with white headphones flowing out from their
pockets, and at Blue Raider Bookstore miniature
iPods run between $250-$300.

Recording industry professor John Hill’s iPod
holds a wide variety of music, from Bach’s “B
minor mass” to K.D. Lang to Dr. Music, an out-
of-print jazz-rock band from Canada.

“It’s a pretty wide mix,” Hill said. “I'm certain-
ly enjoying mine.”

Linebaugh provides
resumé software
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the formula for granola-rock musicality
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Junior computer information systems major
Bryan Young's iPod collection is more conven-
tional. While walking to work on campus, Young
listened to Dave Matthews Band’s “Sugar Will,” an
unreleased song he downloaded.

Young doesn’t listen to his iPod while he stud
ies, but some think it can be an educational tool

According to Research Machines, a supplier of
education software, iPods can be used not only to
download music, but they can also be used as a
learning tool. A student can record notes, practice
oral presentations and store various files.

Also according to Research Machines, by
allowing students to be able to record their notes
and store various files, the iPods can help students
learn foreign languages by allowing them to hear
themselves saying the words or phrases over. This
is also helpful for students who may be new to a

country.

1Pods also allow teachers to be creative in their
teachings. Using an iPod allows a teacher to
See iPod, 2
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Student claims
Health Services
mistreated him

By Dana Owens
Staff Writer

An MTSU student filed a
complaint with the university
and the Better Business Bureau
against Health Services for
unnecessary fees.

Josh Holliday, a non-tradi-
tional student, claims he was
misinformed about fees while
visiting MTSU Health Services
in a letter to the Better Business
Bureau. Holiday said he went to
Health Services for a prescrip-
tion for an antibiotic, Keflex, to
heal a pimple under his arm.
During the visit, he said he
believes he was unjustly charged
$61 for six blood tests that were
performed without his consent.

Holliday said he had
received a prescription for the
same drug last semester he only
paid $11. However, it is unclear
whether Holliday had been test-
ed when he received the med-
ication previously.

“She was carrying on like a
used car salesman, repeatedly
trying to sell me a bigger and

more  expensive  model,”
Holliday of the nurse in a letter.
“It was unbelievable!”
Describing himself as a “very
low-income” person, Holliday
said he was shocked when he
was told not only would he be
charged a fee for the tests, but
the doctor also wanted to per-
form several more tests.
According to Holliday’s let-
ter, the doctor came across
problems in his blood work that
warranted. further tests, which
would mean extra fees.
Holliday sent a letter of com-
plaint to Robert Glenn, vice
president of student affairs, on
Jan. 29. Though Holliday did
not respond to e-mails and
phone calls for comment, he
wrote in the letter that the doc-
tor “told me — never asked my
permission ~ she was going to
run a couple of blood tests on
me. She never stated they were
going to cost me any.”
According to Rick Chapman,

See Health, 2

Performance benefits
rape recovery center

By Esparonda Waller

Staff Writer

MTSU’s theater department
will perform The Vagina
Monologues to raise awareness
about violence against women
and to support the Rape
Recovery and Prevention
Center in Murfreesboro.

T'here will be two perform-
ances on Feb. 13 and 14 at 7:30
p.m. in the Tucker Theatre.

According to the V-Day Web
site, the organization stages
large-scale benefits, films, and
campaigns to educate and
change attitudes toward vio-
lence against women. The films
include the documentary “Until
the Violence Stops.”

V-Day was founded in 1998
as an outgrowth of playwright
Eve Ensler’s Obie-Award win-
ning play “The Vagina

Monologues.”

Ensler said that hundreds of
women told her their stories of
rape, domestic battery and
other violent acts.

“The Vagina Monologues is
about feeling comfortable with
yourself,” said speech and the-
ater  professor  Deborah
Anderson. “It’s saying this is
who we are, we have to like it,
and appreciate it.”

“V-Day is an awareness cam-
paign that helps women
become more aware of the pos-
sibilities of rape and it helps
men see the violence that
women experience,” Anderson
said.

Valentine’s Day is pro-
claimed as V-Day until the vio-
lence stops. The ‘V’ stands for

See Show, 2

A jazztastic evening

Staff Reports

The Linebaugh Library
System has installed resumé-
building software in the
Murfreesboro and Smyrna
Libraries. Use of the software is
free, and users can access the
program on all library comput-
ers.

“It gives people a place they
can come, at no charge to them,
to create a professional resume
to use in their search for
employment,’ said Pete Wood, a
clerk at the Murfreesboro
branch.

The user-friendly software
includes such features as sample
resumes in many professional
fields and free resumé pointers,
according to a press release
issued by the Linebaugh Library
System.

Additionally, according to
the press release, the program

L DB TR T T

This week's poll question at
www.mtsusidelines.com

Should single people feel left out on
Valentine's Day?

offers job listings, letter-writing
advice, general writing help,
federal employment informa-
tion and a guided virtual inter-
view process. Other features
include a salary-finding option,
with which users can find jobs
in specific pay ranges.

The service has been popu-
lar, according to Wood. “I usu-
ally help several people a day
[with the resume software].”

The service is receiving posi-
tive feedback as well.

“We have a number of com-
ments from people who appre-
ciate our service,” Wood said.

The service appears to be
working. Patrons have been
successful in finding jobs using
the software.

“I've had a couple of people
come back and tell me that they
got a job. It makes you feel great
knowing that you helped some-
one,” Wood said. ¢
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MTSU’s Jazz Ensemble and the Middle Tennessee Jazz Orchestra perform
Wednesday night with jazz composer, arranger and pianist Jim McNeely.
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Show: Women will read
“Vagina Monologues’

Continued from |

victory, Valentine and vagina.

The organization hosts cam-
paigns worldwide by inviting
members of colleges, universi-
ties and communities around
the world to raise money and
awareness.

“We are a college campaign
because we're not doing the
event professionally. Ensler
gives MTSU the script without
making us pay for anything,
Anderson said. “Participants
can perform the monologues
for three nights, but we’re per-
forming two nights because we
only had two openings.”

Thirty-eight women audi-
tioned for the event, and 26
were selected. When the mono-
logues are performed on a col-
lege campus, only women can
be in the performance. Men
cannot participate in acting, but
they may help out in other areas
if needed.

Each woman the
monologues from the script.
Choral members will perform a
dialogue. Monologues are based
on true stories of rape victims.

“There are several mono-
logues that will be performed ...
‘Under the Burka' is about the
burkas that Afghan women have
to wear,” Anderson said. “The
woman talks about how she isn’t

reads

allowed to touch her daughter,
and how she is repeatedly beat-
en. ‘They Beat the Girl Out of
My Boy’ is about a boy who
struggles to find his gender.”

In 2004, volunteer activists in
the United Stated and around
the world presented over 2000

" organization

V-Day benefit events. Events
have been held in Iraq, but they
have been shut down.

“There are two organizations
that benefit from the event,”
Anderson said. “MTSU donates
10 percent to ‘The Iraqi
Women'’s Fund, Ensler’s benefi-
ciary, and we were able to
choose our own beneficiary,

The Rape Recovery and
Prevention Center in
Murfreesboro, which  will

receive 80 percent of proceeds.”

Anderson noted that she
chose the prevention center
because she wanted to do an
that involved
women and represented this
year’s theme, “Until the
Violence Stops.”

“V-Day is an awareness cam-
paign that helps people realize
that using the word ‘vagina’ is
not bad language,” she said. “It
encourages victims of rape and
other violent acts to speak up
and tell what happened to
them.”

According to Anderson, |
out of 3 women have been sexu-
ally abused or raped. In fall 2004
in Cairo, V-Day began to work
in depth to build networks for
women and girls.

In seven years V-Day has
raised over $25 million.
Advance tickets can be pur-
chased at the theatre and dance
ticket office in the Boutwell
Dramatic Arts Building. Tickets
are $10 for the public and $5 for
MTSU students. They may also
be purchased at the door on the
nights of the events. ®

—

awareness of sexually transmitted diseases, abstinence education and consequences of unprotected sex.

iPod: Shuftling could break niches

Continued from |

record plans, record
meetings and organize to-do
lists.

Some students just like their
iPod for the convenience.

“I have an iPod because it is
very convenient for me,” sopho-
more accounting major Tiffany
Osborne said. “It is smaller than
a Walkman, and you do not
have to carry around a bunch of
CDs.”

“I like my iPod because it
gives me something to do on
my very long walks around
campus,” said Neil McKenzie, a
sophomore accounting major.

The first iPod was released in
2001, but Hill thinks its roots
date back to the 1970s.

Glenn Gould, a Canadian
classical pianist, advocated con-
sumers having their own elec-
tronic equipment to have more
control over the music they
consume. :

“A lot of his ideas about
interactivity and about technol-
ogy in general have come about
because the iPod is sort of an
outgrowth of what he was talk-
ing about,” Hill said. “Average
consumers would be able to
pick and choose things that they
wanted to consume musically.”

Electronic media professor
Roger Heinrich welcomes the
new technology and was pleased
that iPods have “taken over col-
lege campuses.” @
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“I think that iPods will affect
the artist the most in a negative
way because they will have to
work harder to put better cuts
on their CDs instead of having
just a couple of ‘hit’ songs on an
album.” Heinrich said.

CD sales are on the decline,
but Hill said it’s too early to say
whether this could lead artists
back to more album-oriented
music.

“Popular music has become
more disposable and more
niched,” Hill said.

Hill attributed declining
sales to illegal downloading and
diminishing quality, but said
lack of music education is a fac-
tor too.

“We have a whole generation
coming up that in' many cases
has had no music education at
all,” Hill said. “You have listeners
who in many cases [are| not as
intelligent and informed as peo-
ple may have been earlier.”

“MTV pushes things toward
people, and MTV is about mar-
keting.”

The shuffle feature could
change the way people listen to

music, depending on how peo
ple use it, Hill said. If an iPod
shuffles artists like Metallica,
Johnny Cash and Public Enemy,
niches could be less concrete.
But if users shuffle Metallica,
Pantera and Norweigian death
metal, the niches will remain,

Hill said.

“Youre just  shuffling
between variations in the

niche,” Hill said.

“I think [shuffling] repre-
sents young people wanting to
make their Hill
said. “[Instead of]| ‘here’s a CD
you've got to listen to it in this
order.”

Bono's love for the iPod may
be over the top, but Hill thinks

own choice,

Bono might be onto something.

“It is a real change in terms
of personal stereo and what the
consumer is able to listen to and
organize,” Hill said. “I don’t
know if it’s going to be as mon
umental as the electric guitar,
which sort of drove all of pop
music for the 10 or 50
years.” @
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Kirk Armstrong, with the MTSU health, physical education, recreation and safety department, demonstrates
effective condom usage to Caroline Chambers and Amy Nance at Tunnel of Love, an event to increase student

Health: Doctors required to inform
patients of additional procedures

Continued from |

the director of health services,
there is no charge for MTSI
students to see a doctor or to
get a prescription. The charges
apply only when additional
testing or medication is need
ed.

Due to patient confidential
ity, Chapman could not com
ment on Helliday's procedure

General practice calls for
the doctor to inform the
patient if there will be fees for

tests, though the

additional

procedures differs on a case by

case Dasis
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I'here have been instances

Chapman said, when students

have been refunded due to
misimtormation of fees or sery
ices.

When  visiting  Health
Services, students are required

to sign in before they see a doc
tor. There is a notice in the
which

patient check-in area

clearlv warns students to be
prepared for unexpected med
1cal expenses.

A list of patient’s rights is
MTSU Health

Services Web site. These I|§[|ll\

histed on the

include “information regard-

ing fees for services,” and “to be

Showing Th

informed of any research
aspect of... care and the right
to refuse.

\fter mvestigating the mat-
ter, Robert Glenn said he con-
cluded that Holliday should
have been that fees
always apply when visiting a
doctor’s office.

He said that he does “not
believe the situation warrants
any action on part of [the stu-
dent life] office.”

Holliday still hopes to have
the removed from his
school account as he feels the
doctor deceived him. @
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Grades: Legislature
* must approve new rules

Continued from |

dards will directly affect
dents, Birkhofer said, *
just gonna have to adjust.

stu-

They

will need to focus, and know the

guidelines. My concern is how

grades are given to kids and if

they are equitable.”

Scott Hurt, an assistant
director in the MTSU admis-
sions department, views the
guidelines in terms of evaluat
ing prospective students.

“I think anything that is uni-
form is a whole lot easier. It’s a

I'hey're

lot more simple when things are
uniform,” Hurt said.

“I think this will help univer-
sities state-wide — not just us,

but every other university In
Tennessee,” he said.
Hurt expressed concern

about cementing a completely

unweighted grade point average

system across the state.

“It would affect people who
in high school now. We

would probably hear from a lot

of parents.” @
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Tuesday ‘

RIME LOG

I'hursday, Feb. 3 - 4:35 a.m.

Wood Felder Parking Lot

Harassing/threatening phone calls
Subject reported harassing phone call

from a male who threatened to

roommate “just like the other

on campus.”

rape her

I'hursday, Feb. 3

Nicks Hall

Theft under $500
Complainant stated that someonc

entered his room during Christmas

break, stole two CD’s and unplugged his

refrigerator.

7:30 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 4 - 12:13 a.m.
Scarlett Commons
Underage Alcohol Consumption

Area Coordinator advised that he
received a noise complaint regarding a
party with possibly both alcohol and
drugs present. Citations issued to Tim
Blue of Womack Lane G-21 and to Keith
Christmas of Scarlett Commons 623.
Friday, Feb. 4 - 2:13 a.m.
Nicks Hall
Theft under $500

Fire extinguishers were discharged
and vandalized. Two fire extinguishers
were reported missing from the second
floor.

Friday, Feb. 4 - 2:16 p.m.
Family Apartment D
Vagrancy/Trespass warning

Subject called to advise that a black

Compiled By
Michaela Jackson - Associate News Editor

male was banging on her door and win-
dow.

Friday, Feb. 4
Greek Row
Vandalism under $500
Subject advised that someone vandal-
s red Camaro.

2:41 p.m.

Feb. 4
Business and Aerospace Building
Theft under $500

Student filled out report in reference

Friday, 3:02 p.m.

to stolen wallet
Friday, Feb. 4

McHenry Hall
Suicide threat

9:30 p.m.

Student threatened to commit suicide
by overdose and was transported to the
(.'I]‘L‘l"\_’,('l]k\ room
Saturday, Feb. 5 - 1:59 a.m
Corlew Hall
Underage Alcohol Consumption

Subject issued state citation for

underage alcohol consumption.

Saturday, Feb. 5 - 11:41 p.m.
Scarlett Commons
Assault

Officer went
look for fight suspects

to Scarlett Commons to

Monday, Feb. 7
Reynolds Hall
Theft under $500

Report filed for stolen

12:19 a.m.

clothes in

Redeem this Coupon for

$100 Cash

at move-in!

*cancol be used In conjunction with any other offer Expires 2/28/05

OFOY/

Reynolds laundry room.

Monday, Feb. 7 - 12:58 a.m.
Drug Abuse/Possession/Sale/Delivery of
Marijuana

Scarlett Commons

Robert L. Robinson was arrested for
felony possession of marijuana with
intent to resell and three counts posses-
sion of a loaded weapon on campus.
Christopher S. Schader was charged with
felony possession of marijuana with
intent to resell.

Monday, Feb. 7 - 3:33 p.m.
Nicks Hall
Burglary
Subject requested officer in reference
to his books being stolen.

Tuesday, Feb. 8 - 1:04 a.m.
Student Recreation Center
Assault
Individual was breaking up a fight at
an MTSU soccer game and was bitten.

Tuesday, Feb. 8 - 1:18 p.m.
James Union Building
Theft over $500

Camera reported stolen from
Sidelines/Midlander office after yearbook
closed in July 2004.

Tuesday, Feb. 8 -
Cummings Hall
Theft under $500

Student had iPod stolen from dorm
room. @

4:28 p.m.
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From the Editorial Board

Show people a little respect:
tips for the iPod aficionado

Unless you've been living under a rock, you've prob-
ably seen someone walking around campus to the beat
of the music on his or her iPod. The popularity of the
portable music player has grown tremendously, and
with two additional versions of the device now avail-
able — the iPod Mini and the Shuffle — it’s safe to say
the iPod has become a mainstay of the modern music
lover.

Unfortunately, it seems that with every new device
comes new annoyances. Internet chat rooms (and par-
ticularly instant messenger software) gave the world
the shorthand known as Netspeak, much to the bane
of people who appreciate language.

The proliferation of the Web cam has given birth to
Web sites where frightening-looking people dance for
all the world to see, whether it wants to or not.

The iPod, for all its novelty and convenience, can
prove to be a frustrating, if not absolutely grating, irri-
tation when trying to interact with people who can't
stand to part with their little music boxes.

So for the benefit of everyone, the Editorial Board
offers the following advice to iPod owners everywhere:

Keep your music to yourself. We all have different
tastes, and your favorite mix of Metallica might drive
the Winnona Ryder fan next to you to kill someone -
probably you.

On that note, don’t dance while listening to your
iPod. Yes, most of us have seen the commercials of the
silhouettes grooving to popular tunes. However, you
probably don’t have nearly as good a sense of rhythm
as the people who were used to create those ads. Spare
yourself some embarrassment and keep your arms and
legs to yourself.

Most importantly, show a little respect to people
when they talk to you. You will not suffer terribly if
you have to take your headphones out of your ears for
a minute or two to have a conversation with a friend or
to otherwise communicate with another human
being. Turn down the volume, look us in the eye, and
pay attention to the person waving you down.

Who knows? You might even have as good a time
talking and listening to someone as you would have
had listening to the hit single you just bought for 99
cents on iTunes. ¢

Winston Churchill once said,
“No one pretends that democracy
is perfect, or all-wise. Indeed, it
has been said that democracy is
the worst form of government,
except all those other forms that
have been tried from time to
time.”

And the spreading of democra-
cy is our new supposed reason for
being in Iraq right now.

There is a great deal of excite-
ment and uncertainty regarding
last month’s elections in Iraq — the
first multi-party election since

1924.
Larry Elder and Joseph Farah,
both writing for

www.WorldNetDaily.com, report-
ed the enthusiasm and grateful-
ness of the Iragi people to U.S.
troops for procuring free elec-
tions. These elections represent a
dream-come-true for many, and a
death knell for the terrorist insur-
gents.

According to the International
Republican
association the political party), 49
percent of the Iraqi people believe
the country, with its new begin-

Institute (with no

nings of democracy, to be going in
the right direction. Around 39
percent of Iraq thinks the country
is going in a bad direction, though

Thursdays

Wesley Jackson
Staff Columnist

most of the concern here is toward
security issues. Regardless, the
majority of the Iragi people (65

percent) were excited for the
opportunity to vote.

Larry Elder, in his Feb. 3 article,
quoted several newspapers that
had talked to Iraqis about the Jan.
30 election. One Baghdad Sunni
engineer was quoted saying,
“Everybody feels that he is human
today and can have a free voice ... |
think today will show these terror-
fsts lost their chance in this coun-
try ... | want to thank the U.S. sol-
diers for bringing this to Iraq.”

There are several inspiring sto-
ries to be added to comments like
this. There are anecdotes of people
in Iraq standing in line for hours
for the privilege to vote, about the
elderly being rolled out in their
wheelchairs to let their voices be
heard, thanking the American

troops and children playing soccer
in the streets, celebrating their new
freedom. But not everyone is so
excited. Along with the excitement
for new voting rights, there is a lot
of tension in the air.

One Iraqi blogger, “Diary from
Baghdad,” wrote in broken English
last week, “removing [Saddam)|
was a dream to me, I still have
hope for the future ... the possibil-
ity of being killed now is much
more higher than in Saddam’s
days ... I voted, yes, I'm happy to
do it but still I don’t know the
result of this election whether will
be better or worse to Iraq.”

I also visited “The Indepundit,”
a blog site used by many U.S. sol-
diers. It really is helpful to read
what these men and women have
to say — they’re on the front lines
in a way that CNN is not. While
there is a great deal of optimism
among our troops, there is likewise
much uncertainty. It's easy to be
motivated to topple an evil dicta-
tor.

What is difficult is establishing
a lasting, peaceful culture? There
are still a lot of doubt whether or
not this can actually happen in
Iraq, whether the people are ready.

Winston Churchill also said
that, “The best argument against

—Letters to the Editor—
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Democracy gives Iraqis opportunity

democracy is a five-minute con-
versation with the average voter.”
Exactly.

It would be easy to say the Iraqi
people weren’t ready for democra-
cy. It’s easy to say these new elec-
tions will turn out to be complete
failures; that these new freedoms
were not worth the price of
American blood.

But you know, talk to us aver-
age American voters and see if we
look all that worth fighting for. We
don’t. And yet we've flourished,
not, I believe, because we have a
silver-bullet form of government,
but because we have a form of
government that allows freedom
for opportunity.

This is what has been given to
the Iraqi people. For better or
worse, those freedoms for oppor-
tunities, such as the new schools
opening and the flourishing of
free-press publications, provide
hope for a better future.

And in this world of sin and
woe, that hope is the only thing
worth fighting for, worth dying
for. ®

Wesley Jackson is a senior
English major and can be reached at
wtj2b@mtsu.edu.

From the Opinions Editor

What’s up, doc: Study shows

carrots may previ ent cancer

Remember how your
mother always told you to
eat your vegetables, rat-
tling off a list of reasons
why you should obey her
infinite wisdom? Add one
more reason to the list:
eating carrots may help
fight cancer.

Scientists at the University of Newcastle upon
Tyne have discovered that a natural pesticide found
in carrots called falcarinol, reduces the occurrence of
cancer in laboratory rats by a third. Lead researcher
Kristen Brandt is excited about the discovery and
intends to test other vegetables and fruits for cancer-
fighting properties.

No one’s entirely sure how effective falcarinol will
be in humans, but the chance that a few servings of
food one should be eating anyway can keep the radi-
ologist and surgeon at bay is certainly something
worth looking in to.

Ironically, some of the low-carb diets that have
been popular amongst people trying to starve off
those extra pounds have cut carrots from the menu.
Why? Because everyone’s favorite rabbit food has a
high glycemic (sugar) index, and sugars are prohibit-
ed to the carb-conscious.

Dieticians have been warning for some time of
the risks of the long-term use of a low-carb diet, and
the discovery of the newest potential benefits of eat-
ing your fruits and veggies puts one more nail in the
coffin of such health fads.

Of course, who eats a raw carrot plain? I'd like to
see more investigations, ones that replicate real-life
situations. Will compounds in your ranch dip inter-
fere with the preventative properties of falcarinol? If
you cook your carrots to make stew, will you also be
cooking away anything that can help you stay
healthy? We eat so many different things in a single
day that the different reactions that can take place
inside the body can lead to any number of benefits or
problems.

Still, the chance that something so simple can
help so much is something to take note of. So load up
your plate and chomp away: you might thank your-
self for it later. &

Matthew Adair
Opinions Editor

Matthew Adair is a sophomore art education major
and can be reached at matt.adair@gmail.com.

Bush unwise in spending
too little on too much

Trying desperately to renounce the
“spends like a liberal” label, the George W
Bush Administration proposed their $2.57
trillion budget for the 2006 fiscal year on
Monday. The proposed budget would
eliminate 150 federal programs, and reduce
funds for many more, including veterans’
affairs and education.

Among the many outrageous cuts pur-
posed, the Environmental Protection
Agency faces a 6 percent decrease. These
monies would primarily be cut from
storm-water run-off projects and air puri-

ty standards. An upgrade to the some of

the country’s nearly century old sewage
systems has been slashed as well. Don't
worry. I mean, who needs clean air or water
anyway?

After crusading for No Child Left
Behind, and leaving it $27 billon under
funded, the Bush Administration wants the
nation’s literacy program for under-privi
leged families, Even Start, terminated. In
addition to whole educational programs
being wiped out, the science and technolo-
gy budget will likely lose $877 million.

Medicaid would also be hit hard. An
expected $45 billion will be sliced off,
effecting more than 45,000 people in
Tennessee alone.

This, combined with the uncertain
future of TennCare, would leave an even
larger number of Tennesseans without any
healthcare at all.

A wide variety of programs are being
reduced. Some of the president’s proposals
would reduce spending on veterans and
“poor people.” Far-reaching effects on the
Tennessee Valley Authority and the struc-
ture of the military will be felt as well.

On the bright side, Tennessee has
received some extra finances. Bush has
allocated $500,000 each for the Memphis
Biotech Foundation and the Museum of
Appalachia. The Sam Davis Memorial

(This Title for Rent)

Gretchen Jenkins

Staff Colunimst

Association will receive $100,000 as well.
Unfortunately, that does nothing but take
one \l&'}‘ forward to the many more \‘k'p\
already taken backwards over the last four
years.

Here's the icing on the cake: Bush has
failed to incorporate any funding for our
troops in Iraq after September. Last year, he
budgeted for the war inadequately. This
year, he isn’t even budgeting. Our men and
women in uniform deserve better. How can
you push a war and gain the American
peoples’ support, when you don’t even sub-
sidize your own pl'npn\.ll\f

It is true that federal spending needs to
decrease. If not, this year's administration
might break its own record for driving up
the federal deficit. But why pull it from
programs that are actually needed and
used? Why not cut from somewhere else?
Why not eliminate the tax cuts?
Reaganomics has already had its trial run,
and it was a dismal failure.

Congress has until October to revise the
budget, but don't worry; Even if they don't,
it will all be worth it. In return for a per-
manent tax cut, we will only have to sacri-
fice clean air and water, literacy and health-
care. We can afford that, can’t we?

Gretchen Jenkins is a freshman political
major and can be reached at
gmj2d@mtsu.edu.
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Arguments against

Forrest unfounded
To the Editor:

Brandon Bouchillon's criticism of Nathan
Bedford Forrest is full of drama and showmanship,
but short on any sort of judgment. He seems to
believe that Forrest has been convicted of three sepa-
rate crimes against humanity. I believe a response to
Bouchillon's opinion is an order.

Having ties to slavery was common for “heroes”
on both sides of the Mason-Dixon line. This is not a
pleasant fact, but it is true. Should the Lincoln
Memorial be torn down because his famed
Emancipation Proclamation intentionally excluded
all the slaves in the Union slaves states (which include
Washington, D.C., Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland
and Missouri)?

As to the surrender of Ft. Pillow, it never hap-
pened. Major William Bradford, commander of the
Union forces at the time, refused Forrest's demand
for unconditional surrender (Wyeth 323). Whatever
happened at Ft. Pillow, Mr. Bouchillon says himself
the events surrounding the attack on Ft. Pillow is still
hotly debated, and he has no business reporting his
opinions on the battle as fact.

Forrest did serve as the head of the Klu Klux Klan
until 1869, but Bouchillon ignores, or is ignorant of,
the fact that Forrest gave orders to disband the
organization (Chalmers 19). Why did he do this? He
believed the clan had become perverted in its aims
and its methods; perhaps he disapproved of the
“fabled night rides, cross burnings and even lynch-
ings” every bit as much as Bouchillon does.
Ultimately, the KKK was very secretive about its busi-
ness, and Bouchillon's speculation is just that, specu-
lation.

If Forrest were living, bringing such unsubstanti-
ated claims to bear would be considered libel, and as
a journalist, Bouchillon ought to understand this.
Our society has not “let this one slip through,” we
have considered actual facts and found Forrest to be
a worthy hero.

Brandon Ennis
Freshman

Politics play no part
when hiring professors

To the Editor,

More than one recent opinion column has pon-
dered the reasons that the proportion of left-leaning
and right-leaning university professors seems to be
skewed in favor of the left. While I am unaware of
any statistics that confirm this suspicion, I will say
that I share the same suspicion, especially in the case
of the Liberal Arts. It fs true that if university faculty
were a random cross-section of the American people,
we would expect departments to be split roughly 50-
50. So why aren't they?

Is this another liberal plot to spread liberalism? I
have served on numerous search committees and I
can confidently say that the list of no-no questions is
so long that when a hiring decision is made, it is
based on the candidate's merit and nothing else —
just as it should be. Questions about politics, marital
status, children, religion and a whole slew of other
topics are off limits at the interview and in interview-
related discussions. You might think you can guess a
candidate's political leanings by looking over his or
her research record for political undertones, but pro-
fessors are notorious for loving topics that they also
disagree with, so that is hardly a safe bet. Safe to say
the hiring practices are politically unbiased.

But if the apparent "liberal majority” at MTSU is
not a result of biased hiring procedures, then what
causes it? | propose a much better question: Why do
fewer right-leaning individuals apply for university
teaching jobs to begin with?

Ric Morris
Associate Professor of Spanish and Linguistics
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Blue Raiders finish homestand with North Texas

By David Hunter
Senior Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee men’s basketball team
heads out west this Saturday, but tonight MT wel-
comes Sun Belt Conference foe North Texas.

Last Saturday night, the Blue Raiders ended a
three-game home losing streak with an 82-69 vic-
tory over Florida International. MT (14-9, 4-5)
will be looking to continue its winning ways
against fourth-place SBC West team UNT (11-9,
4-5) at Murphy Center.

The Mean Green are also coming off a victory,
in which UNT defeated New Mexico State 79-67
Leonard Hopkins, who averages 17.5 points pe:
game (sixth place in the SBC), UNT
Hopkins dropped in 24 points in the win on
Saturday.

Calvin Watson is second on the team with 12.7
points per game. The Mean Green have not been
on a two-game winning streak since Dec
2004.

l(‘.hi\

Hopkins,” MT head coach Kermit Davis said. “Just
two athletic guys that shoot the ball from three,
can take it off the dribble, and both of them com-
bine to average 31 or 32 a game. So the key to their
team is depth in their perimeter players.”

In its only meeting last season, UNT defeated MT
at the Super Pit in Denton, Texas, 69-64 on Feb. 12.
Tipoff for tonight's game is at 7:30 as part of the
doubleheader with the Lady Raiders taking on
Denver earlier in the night.

The second game of the weekend has the Blue
Raiders traveling to Denver, the toughest home
environment in the SBC. The Pioneers are 9-1 this
season at home, with the only loss coming against
Stanford, 54-50, on Dec. 13.

Before the season started, the Pioneers were
picked to finish last in the SBC West. Right now,
7,8-1. Part of the
of center Yemi Nicholson.

Denver holds the top spot at 14

reason 1s the play

Last ‘.\'\‘g!z Nicholson \\ll(t1 28 In th‘ A\)'Tl

tisiana-Latavette on

Plaver of the Week for

victory ovei Saturday.

Nicholson was named SB(

“They’ve got as good as wings, some of the best

tandem wings in the league in Watson and

By Casey Brown
Staff Writer

There is a point at which all
of us must become independ-
ent and realize our potential.

Like many of us, Middle
Tennessee  tennis  player
Jennifer Klaschka has realized
that time is now.

Both on the court and off,
Klaschka has  matured
immensely in her three-and-a-
half years at MTSU. With a
coaching change occurring at
the beginning of the season,
she could not have picked a
better time.

As a young girl in Germany,
Klaschka was a quick study.
Her talent was recognized
right away, and she was soon
inundated with free court time
and other perks. In her forma-
tive years, she admired fellow
Germans Boris Becker and

Steffi Graf.

“Steffi was great. I liked her
because she was a fighter,”
Klaschka said.

Now it seems as though the
senior has adopted that quality
for herself. Last fall, Klaschka
was ranked No. 63 nationally
in the ITA poll, and she has fol-
lowed up with two impressive

singles wins to open the spring

season.

In the first match of the sea-
son against Linda Johannson of
Belmont, she fought back from
a first-set deficit to win in a
tiebreak. The sailing was a bit
smoother in her match against
Troy, but the 6-1, 6-2
just another
Klaschka's emerging toughness.

indicator of

“I've changed a lot since I've

been here. I've realized how

important it is to always be

fighting on the court,”

Klaschka said.

Men’s tennis squad

By Mark Emery
Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee men’s
tennis team returns home after a
tough road trip, in which they
won two out of three matches.

“I am fairly pleased that we
came out 2-1 on the road trip,”
head coach Dale Short said. “I
felt like we had a chance to beat
Louisville. If we had played them
at home, | feel nine out of 10

times we would beat them.”
Now the Blue Raiders prepare
for a four-match homestand at

the Racquet Club. Their first of

four matches at home will be
against Georgia Tech, who cur-
rently ranks No. 35 in the
nation. The Yellow Jackets are 3-
0 on the season and have won
their matches 7-0 each time.

Of the nine players on the GT
roster, they only have one senior
and one junior. They are led by

See Denver, 6

score 1S

Photo by Rachelle Morvant | Chief Photographer
MT senior Jennifer Klaschka (center) has become the leader for the Lady Raiders. From left: Player assistant

Laura McNamara, Claudia Szabo, Ann-Kristin Siljestrom, Klaschka, graduate assistant Carien Venter, Ana Maria
Cibils and Jacqui Williams (not pictured: Emily Vest and head coach Neil Stapp).

Klaschka serves as binding force after coaching change

As part of her transforma
tion, Klaschka has also gradu
ally slipped into the role of
team leader. Fitting this mold

has

important since the departure

become much

morg

of former head coach Randy
Holden on Jan. 31, five day
before the team’s first match
“I'm definitely ready to step
up,” Klaschka said. "My job is
to support everyone, watch
the matches and help out the
coach however [ can’
Klaschka acknowledges the
difficulties that can come with a
sometimes unenviable position.
“Sometimes you want to
have a bad attitude. But as part
of the team, vou realize how
important it 1s for everyone
else that vou have a positive
attitude,” Klaschka said.
Perhaps most importantly,
she accepts the challenge of

being a strong role model for

Photo by Rachelle Morvant | Chief Photographer
MT’s Marcus Morrison (right) and his teammates battle for a loose ball against FIU.

Lady Raiders look
to halt losing streak

By Jori Rice
Staff Writer

MT senior Patrice Holmes
averages 14.6 points per game,
which makes her the leading
Middle Tennessee women’s scorer.
basketball team will take on
North

more

Holmes also named
2004-05 SBC Preseason Player
of the year. She is first in career
steals at MT (299) and third in
assists (411).

Tia Stovall helps
Holmes a great deal. Stovall
averages 13.2 ppg and is the
leading rebounder with 5.6 per

was
this
Belt

Denver and Texas

weekend for Sun

Conference action.
On Thursday, MT will play
Junior

the Lady Pioneers for another

SBC game. However, the Lady

Raiders have to refocus after two

\l'.llalilf losses on the I\\.l\{.

Last Thursday, MT lost to game.
Western Kentucky 71-67 in Then, sophomore Krystle
overtime. Then, on Saturday, Horton comes in with an aver-

the Lady Raiders went to Miami  age of 11.6 ppg. Horton is sec-
ond in rebounds with 5.4 and is
also second in steals with 2.1 per
game.

Another sophomore who

contributes is Chrissy Givens.

to play Florida International
and were defeated 66-55.

“It was a disappointing loss,”
MT head coach Stephany Smith
said. “Our effort and execution
were all poor.” Givens averages 10.3 ppg and is
Although the Lady Raiders second in assists with 2.8 per
had trouble Monday night and game.

Meanwhile, Denver (4-17, 2-7

SBC) will look to improve its

last Thursday, there are still a
few advantages in MT’s favor.
record.

Junior Venice Adams leads the
Lady Pioneers with 11.5 points
game and senior Tasha
Jones adds 9.8.

The Lady Pioneers average 52

First, the game against the Lady
Pioneers will be played at home
in MT's territory.

MT (14-7, 6-2 SBC) is look

ing for a victory, and the team

per
per

will look for big games this

weekend from two talented

See Slide, 6

upperclassmen.

vounger players. That means
refusing to give up and playing
every point with intensity.

On the court, I've learned
when I'm down to get myself
up again and play well,

that
n E\L'I
quest for a successful season
Raider ¢ a spe
relationship that reaches

{

evond the confines ol a team

Everyone helping out

each other, and that's the way
it should be. We really ave
good relationship with ea
other,” Klaschka said

"We £0 out toge ther
not only teammates
are friends. It couldn’t be bet
ter,” she added

Klaschka also has help in the
hc\ld \H.ul\

form of mnterim

See Klaschka, 6

Photo by Rachelle Morvant | Chief Photographer
MT’s Krystle Horton is averaging | 1.6 points per game.

returns to face Georgia Tech, Furman

Jose Luis Muguruza, a sopho-
more, who is currently ranked
No. 25 in the nation in men’s
singles.

“Anytime you play at home,
it’s an advantage,” Short said.
“They are very talented team,
but having a young team and
playing on the road can be diffi-
cult for any team.”

Georgia Tech will be the
third-ranked opponent the Blue
Raiders have faced early in the

season. Short said he believes time. Short said two years ago

MT lost to (;(‘Ulgl.l

team and can be very dangerous.”
lech at

this helps the team in the long
run.

“It’s critical. T think we have
the talent to be a Top 25 team,”
Short said. “I think it is impor-
tant to expose the players often
to as good a schedule as we can
and put them in [a] situation
where they can improve.”

Last year, the Blue Raiders lost
5-2 to Georgia Tech on the road.
They are 5-4 against them all-

home in a close 4-3 match
The following day, MT will

)

play Furman, who is 2-3 on the
season. Their three losses on the
season have all come against
Southeastern Conference oppo
nents. They lost at No. 3 Florida,
No. No. 36

Alabama.

4 Georgia and

“We can’t look past Furman,”
Short said. “They are a talented

Furman will play one more
SEC opponent before arriving
in Murfreesboro. They will first
take on Vanderbilt, then play
MT the following day.

Both matches will be played
Club of
Murtreesboro. The matches will

al the I(‘t\qucl
take place on Saturday and
Sunday and will start at noon
both lL\_\'\ L 2
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By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

Over the past two weeks, the
Basketball
\ssociation’s Nashville Rhythm

American

team has been shoved into the
local spotlight, leaving many
Middle Tennesseans a little con
fused and asking, “We have a
professional basketball team?

When did this happen?’

I'he prevalence of the question
Mmay surprisce hose familiar with
the | ground breaking
histon « LU dMmMe atmos
pl 1 “v|1ln(i
) - original

Lsten
COo-owner
nd v Anthony made
imer of 2004
when sl d the first female
coach for men'’s professional

baske 1

Why dont we see women

coaches in the NBA?” Anthony

told the media over the sum
mer. “Women deserve to dream
freely without being knocked
out by the glass ceiling that
floats quietly and deceptively
above our heads.”

McElhiney, also

as “Ashley Mac” to her

.\\]1]\'\
known
fans, was Vanderbilt University’s
former 5-foot-6-inch star point
guard and member of VU’'s
1,000-point club.

After her graduation in 2003,
McElhiney continued to

basketball

coaching

\('C‘\
out playing and
opportunities.
McElhiney was working with
her former VU coach Jim Foster
for Ohio State when she got the
call from Anthony.

“Ashley

coach,

will be an amazing

Anthony said after
McElhiney’s hire. “She’s driven,
fearless, open and excited about
this opportunity.”

I'he

initial press of

Lady

By Casey Brown
Staff Writer

Middle Tennessee will take a spotless
record on the road for matches against
Louisville on Friday and New Mexico on
Saturday at Louisville.

Coach Neil Stapp’s squad has posted
two wins so far on the season, a 5-2 deci-
sion over Belmont and a 4-3 victory over
Troy. This weekend figures to be the first
true test for the Lady Raiders.

“Louisville has a good program, and
their facility is quite a bit different,”

Photo by Jay Richardson | Photo Editor
Ann-Kristin Siljestrom won her
second straight match against Troy.

Stapp said. “There are three really fast
courts, and as a team, we'll have to adjust
to the \pct‘d.n

The Cardinals enter Friday’s match
with a No. 75 Intercollegiate Tennis
Association ranking, their first appear-
ance in the rankings in more than two
vears. Last weekend, UL upset North
Carolina State squad 5-2 before falling to
No. 59 Marshall in a five-hour show-
down.

“We are looking to move up higher in
the rankings, and are pleased to be on the
national stage,” Cardinal head coach
Greg Davis told UL Media Relations.

Louisville’s only other loss this season
came to No. 14 Kentucky, and the team
now holds a 7-2 record on the season.

Leading the way for the Cardinals are
Leslie Stewart, Kelly Taylor and Ariana
Marshall.

The Lady Raiders will face the difficult
task of playing against Louisville and
New Mexico on consecutive days. The
Lobos currently rank No. 32 after drop
ping six spots following the I'TA Indoo
Championships last week.

“New Mexico is definitely a deep team.
They should be our toughest competi-
tion so far this season,” Stapp said.

Despite a 0-3 record, UNM boasts a
powerful lineup. Anchoring the squad is
junior Maja Kovacek, currently ranked
No. 24 nationally. Also ranked in singles
for the Lobos is sophomore Iva Gersic at
No. 66. The doubles team of Kovacek and

aiders begin weekend road trip

Gersic is currently No. 4 in the nation.

For the Lady Raiders, much is still up
in the air two matches into the season.
Senior Jennifer Klaschka is expected to
play No. 1 singles.

The first two contests have teatured
senior Ana Marie (1 N fol-
loswe ™ sen-
ior Emily Vest, sophomore Jacqui

Williams and freshman Ann-Kristin
Siljestrom, respectively. Klaschka and
Siljestrom have paired in doubles action,
as have Cibils and Vest at No. 2 and
Williams and Szabo at No. 3.

“To be honest, I'm not sure about our
lineup at this point,” Stapp said. “But I
will say that I'm extremely pleased with
my six girls."®

McElhiney’s coaching job may
David
Lipscomb’s Allen Arena, but it

have drawn fans to
was the unique family atmos-
phere and exciting basketball
play that got fans hooked on the
Rhythm.

In the first ABA warm-ups
before a game, it’s not unusual
to see children running around
on the gym floor, grabbing balls
for players and trying to shoot
in the same style as their tower-
ing role-models.

Throughout the games, the
family-fun atmosphere seems to
rub off on the players. On Jan.
29, fans seated courtside were
treated to a few of the Kansas
City Knights’ karaoke rendition
of “Kung Fu Fighting,” complete
with karate moves, as they
assembled at the free-throw line.

In addition to the unique
atmosphere, the ABA has a few

playing rules exclusive to the
When an
turnover in

league. offensive

the backcourt
occurs, the backboard is lit, sig
nifying the 3-D rule.

A 3-D play allows the new
offensive team to gain an extra
point off any play immediately
following the turnover.

The rule might sound a little
odd, but so did the three-point
line when it was first introduced
by the ABA. The line, however,
was eventually adapted into all
mainstream basketball.

The unique rules and exciting
atmosphere are a treat for fans,
but Rhythm basketball has a
serious business side.

“In minor league basketball,
you've really got to have work
ethic and motivation,” Rhythm
assistant coach Scott Flat said.
“In college [basketball|, you have

a plethora of coaches standing

Photo by Katy Hamlett | Staff Photographer
Ashley McElhiney became the first female coach for a men’s pro team in May 2004.

over you and encouraging you.
In the minor leagues, you have
two coaches for the whole team,
SO ‘\nll‘\c got to bung your own
motivation and work ethic. It's
hard to coach effort.”

While most players are living
out a dream of getting paid to
play basketball, the ABA salary
is certainly a harsh reality check.

‘An NBA player may make
double in a year what our entire
team salary cap is,” Flatt said.

The ABA salary issue took

center stage two weeks ago
when former VU star Matt
Frieji signed -a two-game,
$10,000 contract with the
Rhythm. Anthony was con-
cerned about the team salary

cap and told McElhiney not to
play Frieji in his second sched
uled game.

I'he confrontation that fol

lowed seemed to be the

g unique atmosphere to Nashville

-— an &
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The Rhythm compete in the ABA’s Blue Division.

Rhythm’s shot heard round the
world. Anthony attempted to
fire McElhiney for playing Frieji
and during the Jan. 29 game and
t told the coach in front of the
crowd that she needed to leave
the gym.

McElhiney told the press that
though the series of events was
unfortunate, she is “committed
to moving forward with the
Rhythm.”

Last Saturday, McElhiney’s for-
mer high school in Gleason,
Tenn., hosted the Rhythm as they
took on the St. Louis Flight.

More than 1,200 fans turned
out to see McElhiney’s home-
coming and McElhiney herself

seemed ready to continue mov-
ing forward with her coaching
career.

“I couldn’t ask for a better
turnout,” McElhiney said. “The
support that [Gleason’s| given
me and support from the team
really means a lot.”

For those eager to see coach
McElhiney in action or to wit-
ness an ABA unique five-point
play, the Rhythm is hosting
“College Night” at David
Lipscomb’s Allen Arena this
Friday. Admission for students
is only $5 and fans are welcome
to call the Rhythm office at 279-
6666 for more information. 4

Chow becomes new Titans offensive coordinator

By Teresa M. Walker
\P Sports Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Titans coach Jeff
Fisher may have given quarterback Steve McNair
another reason to return for the 2005 season by
hiring Norm Chow on Wednesday as Tennessee’s
new offensive coordinator.

Fisher lured Chow, 38, away from Southern
California where he helped the Trojans win two
consecutive national championships.

Fisher said he has no doubts that Chow can
handle NFL defenses despite spending 32 years
coaching in the college ranks.

One of Chow’s top priorities is “to keep a quarter-
back on his feet and keep him from getting knocked
down,” Fisher said Wednesday at a news conference.

‘Obviously, we share similar opinions. So that’s
one thing that’s going to be a paramount priority
of ours is to keep the pocket clean and keep Steve

Klaschka: More responsible

from getting hit.”

McNair had bone grafted onto his sternum
Dec. 28 after missing six starts and parts of two
others last season. He has said he will wait to
decide whether he should retire from the NFI
after 10 seasons.

Fisher said he believes McNair will return. The
quarterback met with Chow on Friday, and
McNair’s recovery is nearly complete.

“I believe that this decision put a little more
bounce in his step than he’s had,” Fisher said of
McNair. “He’s doing very well right now, and I
know he’s excited about this.”

Chow said the timing for this move was right. His
hiring comes a week after the Trojans signed a
recruiting class ranked among the best in the nation.

“Everybody understands it’s an opportunity for
me and my family to get to the highest level of
football, and they understand the excitement that
we have,” Chow said during a conference call.

Chow replaces Mike Heimerdinger, who was
hired as the New York Jets’ offensive coordinator
last month

This is Chow's first job in pro football after 27 sea-
sons at BYU, a season at North Carolina State and the
last four at USC. Chow had some NFL opportunities
in the past, but never pursued them. Asked about
reports of friction with USC coach Pete Carroll,
Chow said there was nothing to that talk.

All of that is exaggerated. I owe a lot to Pete
He knows that. He knows how 1 feel. 1
We

Carroll

know how he feels can't control anything

else,” Chow said.
A US

tant head coach George Henshaw

alumnus, Fisher also interviewed assis
ind quarter
backs coach Craig Johnson off his own staff. He
initially met with Chow for four hours a tew days
before national signing day on Feb. 2, then had a
lengthy final interview in Nashville last Friday.

Fisher said he was impressed with Chow’s abil

Denver: Nicholson, Billups lead Pioneers

ity to teach young players and pointed out that
Chow has coached three Heisman Trophy win-
ners, including the most recent in Matt Leinart.
He also noted that Chow’s offense has ranked in
the top 10 nationally in 15 of the last 21 years.
“We know which direction our offense wants to
go, and | felt without any question in my mind
that he’s the right guy to get us there,” Fisher said.
T'he Titans are facing a tough offseason and are
at least $21 million over the 2005 cap. If McNair
returns, that means the Titans might consider
making one more run at a Super Bowl before cut-
ting expensive veterans in favor of younger players.
“As we enter some lean times or some challeng-
ing times over the next couple of years, ... we're
going to have some younger players playing, and
it makes sense to be able to have an offensive sys-
tem where you can have younger players on the
field and get them productive as soon as possible,”

Fisher said. @

Continued from 5

Neil Stapp, who has worked
with the Lady Raiders previous-
ly and has received praise from
his team.

“He really knows the sport,”
Klaschka said. “I have a great
feeling about him.”

With her teammates and her

coach sharing the load, Jennifer
Klaschka won’t be alone this
season. However, her newfound
independence comes in handy
off the court as well.

“I've learned to do a lot of
things on my own, like just wash-
ing my clothes and waking up on
time,” Klaschka said. “My mom
used to always do that for me” @

Slide: MT travels to UNT

Continued from 5

PPE.

MT will play the the Lady
Pioneers in a doubleheader
with the men’s team, who will
square off against Denver.

UNT (11-10, 6-3 SBC)
recently suffered a loss against
Louisiana-Lafayette 86-79.

Junior Erika Bobo is UNT’s
leading scorer with 12.8 ppg.

Sophomore Mia Ajekwu also
averages 11.3 ppg. The Lady
Mean Green has home court
advantage over the Lady
Raiders.

MT will play UNT on Saturday
in Denton, Texas at 5 pm. @

Continued from 5

the second time in three weeks
for his performance. Nicholson
leads the SBC in blocked shots
(3.05) and is second in
rebounding (8.4) and field goal
percentage (.607).

“They're just playing with a
lot of confidence,” Davis said.
“Right now, Yemi Nicholson
may be the MVP of our league.
He is probably the most domi-
nant big guy in our league and
just had two tremendous
games last weekend.”

Rodney Billups leads the
SBC in assists with 6.86 per
contest, and Erik Benzel is sec-
ond in the SBC in three-point-
ers made (3.14).

This will be the Pioneers’ third
game this week. On Monday,

they beat Northern Colorado 72-
53, and tonight they travel to
Western Kentucky.

In their only meeting last sea-
son, MT beat Denver 65-48 at
the Murphy Center on Feb. 14.

“We've had a lot of success
against Denver in the past, but
I know they're playing proba-
bly better than anybody in
league right now,” Davis said.

The Blue Raiders know that
these two games are very
important to keep improving
their SBC standing,

“This weekend is a crucial
stretch for us,” MT junior for-
ward Marcus Morrison said. “We
really need to be 2-0 to keep our-
selves in the hunt for a title.”

Last week, Morrison scored a
career-high 26 points, includ-
ing 22 in the second half in the

FIU victory.
During Davis’ stay at Middle

Tennessee, the Blue Raiders
have been known to make that
important  February run.

Overall, the team is 9-5 during
that mouth. Last season, the
MT was 5-2, including win
ning four in a row.

MT feels that the team is
ready to make the push, espe
cially after the FIU win.

“We know what’s coming, we
know what we got to do,” MT
guard Bryan Smithson said.
“We’ve had a little rough end of
January, but were ready to step it
back up. It’s a whole new season
once you get into the conference
tournament, so we're just trying
our seed high enough.”

Tipoff for Saturday’s game is
5p.m. @

climate control

It's simple

Heat and cool your
home smartly with
ENERGY STAR® to
reduce your home
energy use.

energystar.gov.
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Leffew's

Losers!

By Jon Leffew
Assistant Sports Editor

In the spirit of camaraderie, teamwork,
sportsmanship and fair play ... I often puke.

I'm much more comfortable recognizing
and ridiculing the complete idiots in the world
of sports, those who find themselves in the
spotlight for all the wrong reasons.

So, with sincerest apologies to Sally
Anthony, Jose Canseco and Freddie Mitchell,
it’s time to hand out this week’s co-Leffew’s
Loser awards.

When I sat down to think about who
deserves the first award, I first thought of a tal-
ented football player with record-breaking
potential who should be in jail.

Nope, not O.].

Jamal Lewis (who is ironically not the most
dangerous Baltimore Raven with the last name
of Lewis) recently reported to a prison camp in
Florida to serve a four-month sentence after he
used a cell phone to set up a drug deal.

The incident, which occurred when Lewis
was at the University of Tennessee, is yet
another black mark on a talented star’s record.

Lewis led the NFL in rushing in 2003 with
2,066 rushing yards and currently holds the
record for most rushing yards in a game, with
295.

However, his penchant for being a buffoon
completely overshadows his talent, and if it
weren't for a “plea bargain,” Lewis could possi-
bly be serving up to 10 years in prison.

Instead, he will be through at the “work
camp” in plenty of time for the Ravens 2005
season.

It should be noted that no drugs ever
changed hands in the incident, but that doesn't
take away from the fact that Lewis, though
physically gifted, possesses very little upstairs.

While Lewis is dumb enough to hold this

week’s award all by himself, another famous
athlete made a late run.

Sharing the title with Lewis is another gifted
athlete who should probably be in jail, a
famous basketball player who is extremely
overpaid.

Nope, not Kobe.

Latrell Sprewell, who seemed to be recovered
after attempting to choke his coach in 1997,
made the news again prior to this season after
claiming that his $14.6 million contract was
not enough money.

Sprewell even had the gall to claim that he
would not be able to feed his family.

Unless Spree’s children dine on Bentley’s
and diamonds (which wouldn’t surprise me),
he has reclaimed his title as the NBA's biggest
idiot.

To  further support my claim,
www.ESPN.com’s Jeff Merron recently found
Sprewell to be the NBA's most overpaid player.

For the $14,625,000 he’s making this year,
12.5 points, 2.45

Sprewell is averaging

rebounds and 2.2 assists per game.

Even worse, his Timberwolves, which boast
one of the most talented lineups in all of bas-
ketball and were picked by many to win this
year's title, are currently 24-25 overall.

Congratulations, Latrell.

Even though you didn’t set up a drug deal, at
least Lewis decided to show up for his team
this year, rushing for more than 1,000 yards
and seven touchdowns in limited action.

| hope you both enjoy the award — plane
tickets (in coach) straight out of the limelight
and into the real world. @

Jon Leffew is a sophomore history major. He
can be reached at jal3p@mtsu.edu.

Blue Raiders host OVC foes
1n

MT Valentine Invitational

/ 1N >
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MT’s VanTonio Fraley finished first in the 55-meter dash in last weekend’s meet.

By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

The competition at this week-
end’s indoor track Valentine
Invitational at Murphy center
promises to be anything but
lovely, as some of the best colle-
giate athletes in the country pre-
pare for a showdown in the dis-
tance and long jump events.

In addition to regular
Murphy Center competitors
Western Kentucky and the
University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, the Blue Raiders
will also host former Ohio
Valley Conference rival Eastern
Kentucky and current Sun Belt
rival South Alabama.

I'hough Saturday’s
Invitational will only be the
USA Jaguars' second meet of the
indoor season, the team’s per-
formance at the Indiana
Invitational two weeks ago has
created buzz in the SBC around
the upcoming event.

“South Alabama has really got
good distance runners,” MT
head coach Dean Hayes said.
“Two of their runners from
Uganda took first and third at
Indiana.”

The Jaguars actually have a
trio of sophomore distance run-

ners this season hailing from
Uganda: Tony Okello and broth-
ers Harry and Stephen Larubi.
Okello took first place in the
mile run at the Hoosier races
while Harry Larubi posted a Sun
Belt best time of 8:28 in the
3000-meter run and Stephen
Larubi broke USA’s school
record in the 800-meter dash.

Larubi’s 8:28 time in the
3000-meter run may suffice for
a Sun Belt high mark, but EKU’s
freshmen prodigy Jacob Korir
posted an 8:12 in the event two
weeks ago at the McCravy
Memorial meet in Kentucky.

“I'm really looking forward to
some great battles between
[EKU and USA],” Hayes com-
mented.

UTC is also bringing some
competition to the distance
runs with the Southern
Conference’s Indoor Player of
the Week, Steven Kocsis. The
Canadian native broke his own
school record by seven seconds
when he clocked an 8:13 in the
3000-meter event at the
McCravy Memorial meet.

While the men are running in
circles around Murphy Center
in the distance events, the
women’s spotlighted races for
the meet are the sprints.

The Lady Raiders and the
Hilltoppers will meet for the
fourth time this
Murphy Center in what promis-
es to be a battle for the dashes.

Last weekend at the MT
Open, WKU'’s Carita Cole land-
ed first place in the 200-meter
dash when she squeaked by
MT’s Tiffaney Owens by one-
hundredth of a second.

At  the Blue Raider
Invitational in January, Cole
beat out MT runners Kerry
Barrow and Antranette Springer
to take first in the 400-meter
event. But Stringer retaliated at
the most recent Open, taking
first place in the dash, followed
a little more than a second later
by WKU'’s Aimee Wellerding.

The women’s sprint events
this weekend may be a preview
of the finals at the SBC compe-
tition in two weeks.

“WKU is always solid,” Hayes
said. “It'll probably be WKU,
[MT] and North Texas in the
Sun Belt Championship race.”

So this Saturday, students are
encouraged to drag their respec-
tive sweethearts, snuggle-bun-
nies, sugar-pics and pookies to
Murphy Center to witness some
of the best showdowns colle-
giate track has to offer.
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Employment

You determine your own hours, your own
pace and your own compensation. Great
way to work around your current sched-
ule, earn extra money and try a new
financial services career. For more infor-
mation...Valeric 904-1817 or 943-8274.

The Tennessee Louis Stokes Alliance for
Minority Participation is secking student
tutors for the following ETIS courses:
Statics, Instruments and Controls,
Technical Drawing, Industrial Electricity.
Please contact Barbara Knox at 898-5311
for more information, Jones Hall Room
333.

Need Money? Student advisors are need-
ed for 120 unit off-campus MTSU apart-
ment community. On-site training, cash
referrals and generous hourly salaries are
included. Call toll free, 1-866-594-5470
to make an appointment with Kimberly
Sanders.

Now hiring full-part time for front desk
help. All shifts open. Please apply in per-
son, prefer experience. 1-24 - cxit 64
Waldron Road. Super 8 LaVergne. 615-
793-9999.

Five Senses Restaurant & Bar is now hir-
ing cooks, requirements - good listener,
hard working and quick learner. Apply in

Wrson between 2-4 pm Tu. - Fr. 1602
. Northfield Blvd. Suite 515
(Georgetown Park)

CHILD CARE

Nursery caregiver, $7.00/hour, Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
Competitive wages, great environment.
Must be over 18 years of age, have expe-
rience with young children and provide
excellent references. Apply in person at
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church,
1267 N. Rutherford Blvd.

FUN IN THE SUN!
Lifeguards wanted in North Myrtle Beach
“Will train”, no experience

Apply www.nsbslifeguards.com

Campus energy drink wanted. Hard work

ays off with new exclusive veruduct not
?ound in  stores! ill  train
teachable /motivated candidates. Call
Omar 828-0460 for interview.

EARN 7,467 THIS SUMMER! Did you
wait too long to find a great summer job
last year? If so, call John @ FASTRACK
615-394-2134 for more information.

PT positions available. Earn $10/hr +
commissions, work 20-24 hr/wk, includ-
ing weckends and evenings. This is a sales
position for local fire departments in local
counties. Earnings paid weekly. Valid
drivers license and reliable transportation
required. Call 615-893-8773.

Mystery Shoppers Needed! Earn while
you shop. Call toll free now 1-888-255-
6040.

For Rent

4 BD, 3.5 BA condo for lease. 3,000 sq.
feet. Washer and dryer in unit. $1,200 a
month + small deposit. Available ASAP.
Call Valerie for details. 943-8274 or 893-
0809.

NEWLY REMODELED CONDO FOR
RENT. 4 BDRM/2 FULL BATH -
WASH/DRY INCL. WALKING DIS-
TANCE TO MTSU. $900/MONTH.
CALL 804-3817.

4 BD 2.5 BA condo for lease. 3,000 sq.
feet. Washer and dryer in unit. $1,200 a
month + small deposit. Available imme-
diately. Call Valerie for details.
943-8274 or 893-0809.

New 3 BR, 2BA House, CH/A, stove
refrig, D/W, washer/dryer,, screened
back porch, lImile from campus.
$975/mo. $500 deposit, 1 yr. lease, no
pets. 895-0075, 417-4009.

Gor friends? Looking for an apartment?
4 BR/2 BA, remodeled apartment; very
close to campus; $295 per month / per
bedroom. 615-758-9298.

Walk to MTSU from this beautiful house
on Greenland Drive. This house 1s ready
for your new and exciting 2005 Academic
Year. Available 2/1/05. Fantastic
Location, Quiet environment, Spacious
rooms for 4 students as a group.$300 x 4
+ 1/4 udlities. $350/person security
deposit + lease. Circle dnve, patio, 2-car
carport, hardwood floors, new carpets,
new roof, refrigerator, Built-in oven,
washer n’ dryer, dishwasher, central H/A,
fireplace, gas logs. Call 898-2005.

Miscellaneous

Steel Buildin
Prepare for Almanac’s Harsh Winter
Forecast! Garages and Equipment
Storage 20x30, 20x26, and 30x52.
Quick Assembly!
CALL for Details
1-800-405-7501

New Poetry Anthology!
Collective Works of the
SWEET TEA POETRY CIRCLE
(Meredit Aaronson, cditor)
www.sweetteapoetrycircle.com

Opportunities

VINYL SOUP is looking for very serious
Drummer and Keyboardist to Tour. Must
be able to rehearse once a week. We are

based in Franklin. www.vinylsoup.com.
Call 615-397-9634 or 931-682-3878.

Flash is looking for talent to perform in a
“Girl’s Rock Flash show in March 2005.
If interested, contact Brandon 898-2917.

Are you an Undergraduate student inter-
ested in pursing a PhD? If so, we would

like to talk to you. Undergraduate
rescarch is beneficial for prospective PhD
candidates. To find out more information
visit www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair for quali
fving critena.

Flash is looking for talent to perform in a

“Girls Rock™ Flash show in March. If

interested, contact Brandon 615-898

2917.

The Anointed Ladies of Alpha Thera
Omega Christian Sorority will be hosting
an informational for undergraduate and
graduate students. The informational will
be Sat. Feb 19, 2005 ar the KUC. Call
Alisha Vaughn at 615-893-1012 for info

Bassist NEEDED. Established band in
need of talented and committed bass
blayer. Must be melodic and solid. Must
ave own equipment. Must be serious
and positive. Call Ryan @ 615.653.2456
www.mellmusic.com

Pets

Free hemingway kittens. One black, one
white, one mixed. 931-505-5002

Roommates

Female non-smoker roommate needed for 3
BR, 2 BA flat. 1 block from campus. $300
per month including utdlites. Call Toni @
615-476-5916

Responsible female roommate needed 1o
share new house. room has never been lived
in! 3 BR, 2 BA w/ garage not far from
MTSU campus. For more information,
please contact Ellyn at 615-419-6696

CONDO NEAR MTSU FOR LEASE 4
bedroom, 3.5 bath condo for lease. 3,000
sq. ft. Washer and dryer in unit. $1,200 a
month + small deposit. Avail. immed. call
Valeric for details. 943-82-74 or 893-
0809.

Mature female roomates sought to occupy
new 2 bed cottage with private entrance,
located 2 blocks from MTSU.
$375/month includes heat/air, water,
clectricity and cable TV. 1 yr lease, $500
deposit. No pets. 615-364-1004.

Female roomate needed ASAP to share 3
BR, @ BA house in stone gate subdivision,
located off S. Rutherfod 5 minutes from
MTSU campus. Washer/Dryer included,
with high speed internet & 2 car gate. Very
nice, brand new house with vaulted ceil-
ings. Rent $325/mo plus 1/3 utilities.
Call 615-585-4802 or 731-693-9595 for
more info.

Female looking for female roommate. 10
min from MTSU in a town house. Private
bath, and walk in closet. $350 includin,
utlities. Needs to be neat. 584-0797, as
for Rachel.

Roomates needed to share 3bd /2ba home
in M’boro. Incl. all utlities $450/mo
(7f§§gnn & $400/mo (unfunr.) 615-867-

Responsible female roommate wanted to
share a 3bd, 2 bath house located] block
from campus. All hardwood floors, dish-
washer, W/D included. house is very clean
and in great condition. Kitchen, dining
rm, dining rm, living rm, good size front&
back vard, carport & shed. Rent is
$325/mo plus 1/3 uldlites. $200
deposit. No pets. Call 615-419-0802 for
appt

Sales

2000 Chrysler Concorde LXI: silver with
charcoal interior; one owner; purchased
new; excellent condition. Call 615-563-
2399 or 898-2623 for more info.

Microwaves and dorm refrigerator for sale
in great condition. $50 each obo. Call
Jullian 907-1807

1988 Chevy Blazer for sale. Great condi-
tion. 4x4, 4 dr. §5,500 obo. Need to
Sell!! 931-592-2494.

I'wo Cheap Computer desks. One desk type
with cabinets overhead. One is a stand type
with 1 drawer, no cabinets. $30 for both
Email: deb_mtsu@yahoo.com. Call 615-
563-4488 after 5:30.

For Sale. 8 ft. pool table descent condinon
and accessories. One set of normal balls, one
set of clear balls. Eight sticks including a
short stick. Love the table but moving. $350
or best offer. Call and leave a message. Joe @
904-2035

'wo white semi-new microwaves for sale.
$20 cach. Great condinon. Just moved into
place with built in microwave. Call Andrea at
364-0634

1992 Buick Century, runs great! Only 108k
miles, new battery, power steenng pum, 4
new tires, CD player, good air& heat. Only
$2,000-OBO. Call cell (615) 525-6249
LEAVE MESSAGE.

Services

ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main St. Suite 121
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard Accepted.

MTSU student needs ride to campus and
back. In the Manchester arca. Call 931-
723-8177 or email rnb2f@mtsu.cdu.

Sublease

University Courtyard sub-lease 1 bed-
room, 1 private bath in 4 bed unit. Coed.
Jan through Aug. available now-
Furnished. Utlities included. $375 /month
or best offer-Kevin at 615-429-7929.

Sublease for the University Courtyard. Call
615-48-1531 to move in immediately.

Subleaser needed for room in 2 bed apart-
ment at Campus Crossing. Less than actu-
al rent, will pay $100 of each month’s rent

or first month when you move in. Fully
furnished, high speed internet, own bath-
room, shower, 24 hour computer lab and
fitness room. Next to greek row. Call Mark
901-487-2716.

Room available for sub-lease in a 3 bed
apartment for a male at Campus Crossing.
For info call Campus Crossing about apt
K-203.

Female Subleaser needed for 3BR/3BA
apartment at Campus Crossing. Lease
ends July 31, 2005. Apartment is tully fur-
nished, w/ W & D. Rent is $439/mo
(udlities included) Call Chelsca @ 615-
364-5355 or email cms3k@mtsu.cdu

Female roomate nceded. University
Gables. 1bd/bath in 4bd apt. Fully fur-
nished, 24 hr internet, pool, fitness room,
w/d. Rent is $5K (utilities included). Will
give $200 or pay half rent. No Deposit.
Call Evelyn @ 6155-631-6220 or email
emm2q@mtsu.cdu

Sub-leaser needed for apt. at Campus
Crossing. Less than actual rent!! High
speed internet, fully furnished, own bath-
room, free tanning, shuttle bus to school,
24 hr. computer lab and fitness center. Call
Mark 901-487-2716.

3 bd/2 bath, looking for one more roo-
mate. Rent is $325 plus utilitics. No pets.
Very close to Campus, on Beu St. Living
room, dining room +kitchen, fully fur-
mished, w/hardwood floors. Call Nichole
@ 419-0802.

Travel

Condo in Myrtle Beach for Spring
Break! Sheraton Broadway Plantation
Resort. March 5-12, 2005, 7 nighes. 1

BR (sleeps 4) $90/night with minimum
of 4 nights
615-975-4792

Bahamas Spring Break Cruise! Includes
Mcals, MTVu Celebrity Parties! Panama
City, Daytona $159! Cancun, Jamaica,
Acapulco, $499! Award Winning
Company!
www.springbreaktravel.com
1-800-678-6386

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible only for the
first incorrect insertion of anvy classified
advertosement. No refunds will be made for
partial cancellations. Sidelines reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement it deems
objectionable for any reason. Classifieds will
only be accepred on a prepaid basis. Ads may
be placed in the Sidelines office in Mass
Comm, Room 269, or faxed to (615) 904
8193. For more informanon call (615) 904-
8154. Ads are not accepted over the phone.
Ads are free for students and faculry.
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Get in the know with Verizon Wireless

Whether you're snapping, TXTing or calling, Verizon Wireless keeps you IN the know with the stuff
Calling to your Verizon Wireless family and friends — across campus or across the country — from th
plan minutes for $39.99 monthly access with a new 1-yr. Customer Agreement. Plus, when you sig

It's easier than ever to stay connected to the people, places and things that matter most. Drop by any

, ® VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES
Open Santoye.

\ BRENTWO0D FRANKLIN GALLATIN GOODLETTSWILLE HERMITAGE HIC

‘ Maryland Farms Kroger Complex 420 Cool Springs Bivd. Shops of Village Green Mall 5036 Old Hickory Bivd. Ac

| 832-2355 446-2355 771-6448 452-7800 859-2355 902-6015 Hic
73

[ Cool

f m-7191M

’ *Our incl. 2.31% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly), unmgmqnwm , & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1“1.8!) gov't taxes and our surcharges could add 6% 1o 28% to your bill. Activation fee/line

‘ IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calli & credit approval. $175 termination fee per line, up to 45¢/min. after allowance, other charges & restrictions. Usage rounded to the next full minute. Offers and co

fees apply; may require connection in National Enhanced Services Coverage Area n( details, ooveraoe limitations & maps at venzovmreles com. Limited time offers. While supplies last. ©2005 Verizon Wireless.
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