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Restructuring continues

ticipate fully in groups or committees that

££ QUOTE OF THE DAY 73

“People want to find a “meaning”
in everything and everyone.
That’s the disease of our age, an
age that is anything but practical
but believes itself to be more
practical than any other age.”

Pablo Picasso

Details
surface
On VisItor
assault

By ROZALIND RUTH
Community News Editor

The female visitor who reported she
had been assaulted and robbed in a
campus parking Jot on Monday night
is now being questioned by MTSU
police because of new details.

It was originally reported in a cam-

" pus wide e-mail that the victim said
she had been attacked in the James
E. Walker Library parking lot; how-
ever, the victim has now said the
attack could have occurred in the
Rutherford lot.

 The woman also told police she had
gone to Middle Tennessee Medical
Center after regaining consciousness,
but Buddy Peaster, chief of police, said
MTSU police were unable to find any pa-
perwork confirming that information.

Peaster said the female, a Motlow
State Community College student, told
police that at approximately 7:15 p.m,,
she was walking through the library lot
but later said she was in the Rutherford
lot, when the two males approached
her, and one of them took hold of
her arm.

Peaster said the alleged victim report-
ed she pulled away, fell to the ground
and lost consciousness for approxi-
mately 30 minutes. When she regained
consciousness, she noticed that several
of her personal items were missing.

The report was filed after the victim’s
father called to report his daughter’s
claims. Police were able to talk to her on
Monday and again on Tuesday night.

Peaster said MTSU police have yet
to identify any suspects in the case.

This case is under investigation
by the MTSU Department of Public
Safety. Anyone with any informa-
tion regarding this incident is asked to
contact the MTSU Police Department
at 615-898-2424.

Senator
focuses on
education

By MATTHEW HAMMITT
Staff Writer

Sen. Jim Tracy, R-Shelbyville, visit-
ed campus Monday to speak about his
intents to focus education if successful
in his campaign for the seat Rep. Bart
Gordon D-Tenn., 6th district, plans to
relinquish in the U.S. Congress.

“You can never put enough mon-
ey into education,” Tracy said.

Tracy, who has served in the
state senate since 2004, is running
in the Republican primary race
for a chance to compete for the
6th Congressional District of the
U.S. House of Representatives gen-
eral election, which is scheduled
for November.

Numerous colleges begin preparing
proposals for tentative university revamp

By ROZALIND RUTH
Community News Editor

With the deadline to submit ideas to the
provost’s ‘office approaching, colleges have
been brainstorming how to make changes
concerning their own institutions, and de-
partments have been offered the chance to
provide suggestions on how to facilitate the
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impending restructuring

Diane Miller, interim executive vice presi-
dent and provost of MTSU, plans to give a pro-
posal suggesting how changes should be made
to fulfill requirements for college restucturing, -
and has asked that faculty, staff and students‘

voice their ideas.
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are organized to discuss the points of the
report and then to make recommendations
either through committees or whatever
-representation they have in the process,”
Miller said.
Miller said that the decision of how col-
* leges organize personnel to submit ideas
was left to the college faculty members, but
groups of all sizes have met with Miller’s
office and more are welcome to provide in-
put about the Positioning the Umversxty for

the Future Initiative.

“They have been asked to review the vari-
ous points in the president’s report, to par-

RESTRUCTURING, PAGE 3

Raiders take the ‘ice’

Student programmmg brmgs ice skatmg rmk to campus

By TAYLOR HIXSON
Staff Writer

MTSU Student Programming
brought a faux ice-skating rink Mon-
day night to the James Union Build-
ing, allowing students a chance to ice-
skate for free.

Therink, which was rented through
Artificial Ice Events, was made of sev-
eral pieces of a cutting-board-type of
plastic that fit together like a jigsaw
puzzle and was coated with a special
lubricant to simulate the same speed
and glide of real ice. .

Greg Feiling, coordinator for
MTSU Student Programming, said
student programming chose to do
the ice rink event because of its novel
appeal and because students often do
not have an opportunity to ice skate
in the area.

“Studentprogrammingeventsallow
students to have a release on campus,
instead of going to a bar and drinking
themselves silly,” Feiling said.

Ten minutes before the event
was scheduled to begin, the lobby
of the JUB was packed with more
than 450 students, many with their
own skates, waiting to skate on the
40-by-20-foot ice rink, which was
constructed and put together in the
Tennessee Ballroom.

Katie Smith, freshman mass com-
munication major, said she does not
usually come to events sponsored by
student programming, but that this
event caught her attention.

“This is something different, and
not a lot of people get to do this,”
Smith said.

Jessie Bailey, University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga college student, said she
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Caitlin Queen, sophomore education and behavioral science major, skates on
the faux ice rink in the James Union Building on Monday night.

heard about the event through a friend
and came see Beat Repeat, but she was
alittle wary of the ice-skating rink.
“It looks kind of scary,” Bailey said.
Beat Repeat, a local dubstep elec-
tronica group, served as disc jockeys
for the evening, providing music for

the students to dance and skate to.
Katelynne Jones, sophomore basic
and applied sciences major and resi-
dent assistant at Womack Lane, said
she was glad MTSU was using the stu-
dent activity fees for something cool.
“As much as I like inflatables in

front of the [Keathley Umvermty
Center], this is way more interesting,”
Jones said.

Ice-skaters were required to sign
a waiver before getting on the ice,
and numerous people stood along
the barrier to watch and laugh at the
ones that fell.

Ryan Hug, senior mass communi-
cation major and concert committee
chair for MTSU Student Program-
miing, said student programming
did not know how popular ice-
skating would be, and next time

‘they would try to accommodate

more people.

Feiling said that larger events, like
the ice-skating rink, happen a couple
of times a month, but student pro-
gramming has something going on
almost every day.

He said the total cost for the artifi-
cial ice rink, light production and DJs
cost more than $4,000, which was
paid with using student activity fees.

Gene Fitch, associate vice presi-
dent of Student Affairs and dean of
Student Life, said that without the
student activity fee events like Up
‘til Dawn, MTSU Homecoming and
movies on campus would not be able
to take place. He said the student ac-
tivity fee, is designed to entertain stu-
dents with activities other than just
going to class.

“Who says you can’t have fun also,”
Fitch said.

Brion Dixon, sophomore mass
communications major, said she was
not going to the event, but did not
mind the fee going towards it.

“Other people can have fun on my
dime,” Dixon said.
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upcoming

By MARIE KEMPH
Campus News Editor

Student Government Associa-

executive officer positions intro-
duced what their goals and initia-
tives would be to improve student
life on campus during a debate
Monday night.

The SGA elections officially be-
gan last week, and candidates are
competing for executive positions
for the 2010-2011 academic year.

While roughly 50 students at-
tended the debate, Debra Sells, vice

Jacob Whittenburg, (from the left) Brandon Batts, Brandon Thomas and Samantha president for Student Affairs and

tion candidates campaigning for

Candidates debate for

election

vice provost for ‘Enrollment and
Academic Services, said she hoped
more people would have attended
theannual debate session as the SGA
represents the voice of the students.

“I am confident that one of
these years this auditorium will
be filled with students,” Sells said.
“Every student needs to come out
and hear what it is that the candi-
dates that they are considering has
to say.”

Incumbent SGA President
Brandon McNary said it felt
strange to sit in the audience as
a spectator.
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Honors fraternity produces ‘The Curious Savage'

STAFF REPORT

Alpha Psi Omega, the dra-
matic arts honors fraternity, is
set to open its production of John
Patrick’s “The Curious Savage”
tonight at 7:30.

David McQuiston, senior theater
major and director of the production,

said the play is an outlandish com-
edy that he hope will be the best two
hours of the audiences’ semester.

“It is a wide range of characters
that are always bringing something
new to the story,” McQuiston said. “I
just want to get some good laughs.”

McQuiston said the show is about

has inherited a large sum of money.
Her children then place her in a rest
home in order to find the spot where
she hid the money.

“Getting to play the crazy old
lady is just fantastic,” said Stephanie
Freeman, senior theater major who
is playing Mrs. Savage. “1 think this
comedy is very family based, but it

has a lot of sentimental humor, and
hopefully you’ll leave with a little
tear in your eye — or a smile.”

This production marks a major
moment for the director. McQuis-
ton said The Curious Savage was
the first play that he ever worked
on — and is the reason he became a
theater major.

Freeman said her moment on the
stage is also special for her. She re-
cently transferred to MTSU from
the University of Alabama to pur-
sue her dreams in theater.

“The Curious Savage” is scheduled
for performances through Saturday,
curtain for each performance is set
for 7:30 p.m.

a little old lady, Mrs. Savage, who
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Robert Earl Keen

‘with special guest Randy Rogers Band

TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 0 AMN -

By ALEX MOORMAN
Editor-in-chicf
The two MTSU stu-

dents who were selected as
semifinalists in the mtvU
Oscars Red Carpet Corre-
spondent Contest did not
make it into the final three
but said they are happy to
have had the experience.

“I would not change any-
thing we did,” Nicki De-
Croce, junior EMC major,
said. “It is always better to
stand out than to do what
everybody else is doing.”

The semifinalists,” De-
Croce and Tony Holt, se-
nior EMC major, video was
judged based on votes cast
by registered- MTV.com
members, according to the
contest’s rules of entry.

“I don’t think they did
it based on votes, other-
wise I think the boy who
stripped down to his un-
derwear would have won,”
DeCroce said.

The winners of the con-
test were set to be given a
chance to report live from

- the 82nd annual Academy
Awards in Los Angeles, on
March 7. ,

“I think the academy
wanted to hear from people
that stated their credentials
instead of people who took
a more creative approach,
like we did,” DeCroce said.

Students from colleg- “It’s been really good to
es and universities from see the entire university get
across the country en- behind us,” Holt said.

mm courtesy of MTTV

tered the competition,
and only 10 teams reached
the semifinals.

DeCroce said while she
was proud they reached the
top 10, after seeing the way
the university backed them,
she wished they could have
brought a win to MTSU.

Students turned down for final three

Tony Holt and Nicki DeCroce, both members of MTTV, were chosen in the top 10 by mtvU for their
Oscars Red Carpet Correspondent Contest but were not chosen in the final three.

petition and we obviously
didn’t do it,” DeCrose said.
“It was a good experience
though, . even though we
didn’t win, we had fun.”
DeCroce said ‘that she
didn’t expect the university
to give them so much sup-
port but that after the con-
test, she was really proud
to have been from MTSU.

The official contest rules
require a team of two col-
lege students to produce a
two-minute video showing
why they would be the best
candidates to represent -
their college and commu-
nity on the red carpet.

“I don’t know what [the
judges] wanted, but I think
they wanted something be-
fore they even'had the com-
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The lecture was part of the university’s po-
litical science forum series and allowed at-
tendees to ask questions about issues they were
concerned with, in order to learn more about
the candidate. ‘

Tracy said he wants to make an effort to
bring more funding to MTSU because it has
been underfunded for the last few years in com-
parison to other universities in the state like
The University of Memphis or the University
of Tennessee.

“MTSU hasn’t been funded correctly for a
long time,” Tracy said. '

Tracy said constituents are primarily con-
cerned with two key areas of legislation: the
economy and national security. He said he in-
tends to address these issues if elected.

The senator said that the Obama administra-
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ate jobs and allow the free market to improve
the economy.

Tracy said he thought it is a good idea to re-
form the cost of health care, and said the social-
ization of health care was not in the best inter-
est of citizens. _

“I don’t care what poll you look at,” Tracy
said. “The majority of people are against gov-
ernment takeover of health care.”

Tracy said he agrees with measures that
would require people who receive aid through
government assistance and entitlement pro-
grams, such as TennCare, to pass a drug test
before receiving benefits. .)

The lecture was part of the university’s politi-
cal science forum series and allowed political
science students and other interested parties to
listen to and ask questions of the candidate.

The 6th Congressional District seat is set to
be vacated by Rep. Bart Gordon, who has held
the seat since 1985 and has announced his. re-
tirement following the end of his current term.
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CRIME BRIEFS

Feb. 19, 2:18 p.m.

Theft

James E. Walker Library

A complainant reported that a cell
phone was stolen from the building.

Feb. 20, 1:45 a.m.

Alcohol

Alumni Drive

Brandon W. Smith, 20, was issued a
state citation for underage consump-
tion of alcoho! and violation of the

open container law.

Feb. 20, 1:45 a.m.

Alcohol

Alumni Drive

Rodney R. Phillips, 20, was issued a
state citation for underage consump-

tion of alcohol.

CURREN

Feb. 20, 2:36 a.m.

Alcohol

Alumni Drive

Benjamin L. Bass, 18, was arrested and
charged with his first offense of driving
under the influence and violation of

the implied consent law.

Feb. 20, 3:21 p.m.

Traffic

Recreation Center Parking

A complainant reported their Nissan
Pathfinder was involved in a hitand

run accident in the parking lot.

Feb. 20, 9:11 p.m.
Disorderly Conduct

Murphy Center

A complainant reported a fight in the
Hall of Fame parking lot.

EVENT

Feb. 21, 12:28 a.m.
Warrant

Blue Raider Drive

Brandon Antron Dubose, 23, was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant for
failure to appear in court and issued a
citation for financial responsibility.

Feb. 21, 2:54 a.m.
Alcohol

Davis’ Market, East Main Street
Gatlin Joseph Brown, 19, was issued
a citation for underage consumption

of alcohol and violation of the open

. container law.

Victoria Greer Stephens, 20, was is-
sued a citation for underage consump-
tion of alcohol. )
Andrew Dale Moore, 20, was issued a
citation for underage consumption

of alcohol.

Free Legal Clinic

Feb. 25, 6:30 p.m.

‘Location: June Anderson Women’s
Center
“Call JAWC to make appointment with
an atrorney 898-2193. '

Seussical the Musical
Feb, 26 and 27, March 5 and 6,
7:30 p.m.

Feb. 28, 2 p.m.

Location: The Arts Center of
Cannon County

Admission: $8 adults, $5 students

Three Blind Wines

Feb. 26

Location: The Factory at Franklin,
Jamison Hall

Admission: $25 per person, 21 and up

Intercollegiate Horse
Show
Feb. 26 through 28

Location: Tennessee Miller Coliseum

Gospel Music Extrava-
ganza Benefit Program
Feb. 28, 8 to 10 a.m

Location: Alumni Memorial Gym

Admission: free

Red Cross Blood Drive
March 1, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: KUC Room 322

Lecture: Gloria Steinem
March 2, 4:30 p.m.

Location: James Union Building, Ten-
nessee Ballroom

Admission: free

MTSU Lady Raiders and
United Way benefit for
United Way of Ruther-
ford and Cannon Coun-
ties

March 2, 6 to 8 p.m.

Location: Toot’s

Admission: free

SGA Elections:
March 2 through 4

American College Dance
Festival Southeast
Conference

March 7 through 9, 8 a.m. to 5§
p-m.

Various campus locations

Community Celebration
of United Way of Ruther-
ford and Cannon Coun-
ties

March 9, 11:30 a.m.

Location: World Qutreach Church
Admission: $10

R.SV.P. required by Feb. 25

Events Pblicy

Sidefines welcomes current campus and
community events submitted by all readers.
Please e-mail events to sicampus@mtsu.edu
or sinews@mtsu.edu, and include the name,
date, time and location of the event, as well
as your name and a phone number for verifi-
cation. We reserve the right to refuse events
at our discretlon as our space is limited.

Sidelines Is the edltorlally independent,
non-profit student-p of
Midd!e Tennessee State University. Sidelines
pubilshes Monday and Thursday during the
fall and spring ser and Wednesd:
during June and July. The events listed are
not fly d with Sideli
or MTSU,

ELECTION
FROM PAGE 1

“For me, it’s bittersweet,” McNary said.
“'m graduating, and I'm leaving a place
that I love.”

McNary said that although the number
of students who voted in last year’s SGA
elections shattered previous records, he
hopes this year will be even better.

“Everybody’s voice deserves to be
heard,” -McNary said. “If youre voice
isn’t heard — then it’s like the presiden-
tial election — if you don’t vote then
don’t complain.”

Candidates running for student body
president are: Samantha Nichols, senior
organizational communications major;
Brandon Thomas, sophomore politi-
cal science major; Brandon Batts, senior
recreation administration and business
management major; and Jacob Witten-
berg, junior philosophy major.

All four candidates currently serve
as senators.

“I have a passion for serving students,

and it’s something I want to continue do-
ing,” said Sen. Thomas of the College of
Liberal Arts. “I also want to prove that the
SGA is not Greek oriented.”

Sen. Nichols of the College of Liberal
Arts said that although school administra-
tors have the final say in making decisions
about issues that directly affect students,
they should still be involved with as much
of the process as possible.

“I want to put the students first,” Nich-
ols said. “I know that Brandon McNary has
done an amazing job, but I think that I can
do an even better job.”

Sen. Wittenberg of the College of Liberal
Arts said that many students have felt alien-
ated from the SGA ever since the “Vote Yes”
campaign for the All Access Campus Im-
provement Plan, and if elected, he would
do as much as possible to fix the situation.

Read the full story with
pictures from the event
online at
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“I have been having con-
versations with individu-
als, small groups and large
groups, including depart-
ments and whole colleges,”
Miller said.

Miller said she had asked
individuals and groups
who wanted to participate
in the decision-making
process to meet with her in
February, so that she can
submit the finalized sug-
gestions to the president by
the end of March.

“I certainly cannot com-
plain about the chance that

we’ve had to voice our opin-’

ions,” said Mark Byrnes,
associate dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts.

“There have been plen-
ty of opportunities to
give feedback.”

Byrnes said that the lib-
eral arts committee com-
prises a combination of
department chairs, faculty
and staff members, and it
is working to prepare a re-
port for Miller’s office.

“The provost has been quite
open, she’s had all sorts of meet-
ings with individual faculty and
entire departments,” Byrnes
said. “I think everybody who’s
wanted a chance to say what
they think about this has had
the opportunity to do so.

In addition, Byrnes said,
the College of Liberal Arts
invited its faculty and
staff to participate in an
online survey, and that
those results would be in-
cluded in the committee’s
final report.
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RAIDER NOTES

 Now Hiring Note Takers!
 Anply Online Today!

| 814 S. CHURCH ST. SUITE 110

(615) 809-2584
 RAIDERNOTES.COM

STUDENT NOMINATION
for
OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARDS
2009 - 2010

Phota by Jay Bailey, photography editor
Murfreesboro crews work on tearing down the water tower in between Ewing Boulevard and Bell Street on Tuesday.

..AA)N'-

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

I Nominate

Researchers at Vanderbilt are
recruiting healthy Caucasian
individuals, ages 18 to 25, who

have used Ecstasy recreationally
to complete a confidential brain
imaging study. |

(Please Print Full Name of Instructor)

from

(Department of Nominee)

for a

2009 - 2010 Outstanding Teacher Award

(Nominees must be full-time faculty members to be eligible)
(Please type or print clearly)

Participants will be
compensated up to $375 for
their time in completing a
comprehensive stuay.

Printed name of Nominator

Signature of Nominator

Please return this ballot to:

Office of Executive Vice President and Provost
111 Cope Administration Building
Murfreesboro, TN 3713

This study is sponsored by the National Institute on Drug Abuse.

For inquiries or to enroll,

DEADLINE:

contact chrlstma at 615-936-1380

Mondav. March 8, 2010

»
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Check MTSUSIDELINES.COM
for more information on
upcoming games and other
sporting events at MTSU.
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MT’s freshman forward J T. Sulton blocks the Jaguars freshman for:~rd Javier Carter shot in the Murphy Center last Saturday.

Sun Belt championship on the line

in Blue Raiders’ final games

By JACOB WELLS
Staff Wrirer

MT heads to South
Florida Thursday to face a
struggling FIU squad.

Losers of six straight,
FIU and head coach Isiah
Thomas are looking to
play the role of spoiler as
MT works toward its first
regular season conference
championship.

The Blue Raiders (16-11,
11-5 SBC) are involved in a
three-way tie for the regu-
lar season crown with Troy
University (16-11, 11-5) and
the University of North
Texas (19-8, 11-5 SBC).

With only two games left
in the season, MT will like-
ly have to win both of them
in order to have a chance at
the automatic birth in the
National Invitational Tour-
nament, which is awarded
to the Sun Belt Conference
regular season champion.

Troy has won three
straight, including a win
over MT last Thursday
night. North Texas is on
a six-game winning streak
as it sits on top of the West
Division of the Sun Belt.

Western Kentucky, Flori-

da Atlantic, Arkansas State

and Louisiana-Lafayette
are all still in the chase
for the championship as
well. All four teams are
10-6 in the conference,
putting them only one
game behind MT, Troy and
North Texas.

MT is coming off of an
81-54 win over South Ala-
bama on Senior Night
Saturday night at Murphy
Center.  Senior forward
Desmond “Boogie” Yates
was a non-factor, scoring
only five points and col-
lecting two rebounds in 15
minutes of action due to
early foul trouble.

MT’s bench was critical
in the win, however, out-
scoring the Jaguars bench
43-5. Senior Calvin O’Neil
led MT in scoring with 15
while senior Montarrio
Haddock added 14 points
and seven rebounds.

Junior Tim Williams led
USA (15-14, 7-10) in scor-
ing with 17 points.

FIU fell 77-74 to Florida
Atlantic (14-13, 10-6) at
home last Thursday. The
Golden Panthers were led in
scoring by junior Tremayne
Russell with 18, while se-

Photo by Jay Bailey, phorography editor

MT’s freshman forward ) T. Sulton attempts to score while being
blocked by the Jaguars freshman forward Javier Carter

last Saturd ay.

nior JC Otero contributed
15 points and 16 rebounds
in the losing effort.

MT’s final game of the
season will be played in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., against

Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity on Feb. 27. The Sun
Belt Conference Tourna-
ment will be played in
Hot Springs, Ark. between
March 6 and 9.

Preseason critical to Titans’ long-term success

We're still nearly two months away from the
NFL draft, but in this part of the country that’s as
good a time as any for pro football offseason talk.

The Tennessee Titans are entering a free agency
period that may be one of, if not the most, critical
offseasons the franchise has seen.

Hesitating to call it “rebuilding,” the team has

serious work to do defensively, with long-time |

mainstays like Keith Bulluck and Kyle Vanden
Bosch having expiring contracts and likely head-
ing into the market. Add Nick Harper, Stephen
Tulloch and Tony Brown into the mix, restricted
or unrestricted, and you're looking at potentially
having to rebuild an entire unit.

Even coming off a season where the team ranked near
the bottom of the league in most defensive categories,
it would certainly serve the Titans best if they could
at least keep some of those guys, especially the RFAs

like Tulloch and Brown.

The defensive end position might be replaceable through the
draft, as ends like Florida’s Carlos Dunlap and USC’s Everson

Useless
Information
Stephen Curley

Te read more, visit us online.

www.mtsusidelines.com

Griffin being projected to still be around when
the Titans pick at No. 16 or 17 in the draft.

It might have been possible to pick up a line-

backer in the second round to step in right away
should Bulluck’s situation not get resolved.
Too bad the team doesn’t have a pick in the
second round.

In Harper’s situation, there’s at least one option on the
table. The San Diego Chargers are reportedly shopping
around All-Pro cornerback Antonio Cromartie in an effort
to get a running back after releasing future hall of famer
LaDainian Tomlinson. It’s a long shot, but if there’s a way to
make that happen, say involving LenDale White and a draft
pick, it needs to be seriously considered.

MT golf hits
a knockdown

Impressive round lifts

women’s golf into sixth place

STAFF REPORT

The Blue Raider women’s golf team put up its third-
best tournament score in history to finish tied -for
sixth Tuesday at the Kiawah Island Intercollegiate
tournament in Kiawah Island, S.C. '

MT posted a score of 296 to finish behind the Uni-
versity of Miami, the University of Minnesota, Au-
gusta State University, Oral Roberts University and

East Carolina University.

“Everyone stepped up and contributed for the fin-
ish,” said head coach Chris Adams. “I am very proud
of how this young squad played in our first spring
tournament, especially with the talent at this event.”

Junior Morgan Hale tied her career low in the third
round, posting a 2-under-70. She also posted the
third-best three-round score in MT history, shooting
a l-under-215. The score was good enough to finish
third, and just two strokes off the lead.

Freshman Olivia Love added a 73 in the third round,
finishing a 10-over-226. Fellow freshman Stephanie
Smith finished with a 12-over-228. ’

Senior Clara Leathers posted her best score since
her sophomore season, shooting a 77 for the day to

finish with a 231.

The Blue Raiders return to action March 7 when the
team travels to Augusta, Ga., to compete in the Ad-
ministaff Lady Jaguar Intercollegeiate tournament.

Blue Raider
tennis team

By STEPHEN CURLEY
Sports Editor

The Blue Raider men’s
tennis team swept a dou-
bleheader against Brown
University and Tennessee
Tech University 5-2 and
6-1, respectively Tuesday,
rebounding from a slow
start to the season.

The defending Sun
Belt Conference cham-
pions improved to 3-8 in
their first action at home
this season.

“The message was just to
keep competing and keep
fighting,” said head coach

David McNamara.
The Blue Raiders domi-
nated doubles action

against Brown, sweeping
all three games 8-5 to earn
the point.

Junior John Peersled MT
from the No. 1 position,
winninga close first set 7-6.
The Melbourne, Australia,
native then made quick
work of Bears senior Na-
thaniel Gorham in the sec-
ond set 6-1, improving to
7-2 individually.

“We started off playing
top-10 teams right off, so
it’s really good to see the
guys come through and
get a few good wins under
their belt,” Peers said.

The only match of the
day to even make it to a
third set was sophomore
Richard Cowden tak-
ing on Bears freshman
Timmy Klanke.

Junior Victor Melo con-
tinued to <impress, roll-
ing to a straight set vic-
tory 6-1 and 6-4. The
Maringa, Brazil, native
has been on a hot streak
as of late, winning six
matches in a row and earn-
ing Sun Belt Player of the
Week honors.

“[Peers] and [Melo] are
probably the two leaders

takes it home

on the team, and if they
play well, they win,” Mc-
Namara said. '

The Blue Raiders saw
similar results later in
the day against Tennessee
Tech, winning two of three
doubles’ matches to imme-
diately go up 1-0.

The pair, Peers  .and
Melo, dismantled Tech’s
pair, junior Josh Girling
and freshman Nicholas
Stafford, 8-3 while junior
Kyle Wishing and sopho-
more Matthew Langley
struggled to an 8-6 victo-
ry over the Golden Bears’
junior Lloyd Harris and
sophomore Alex Chen.

“The doubles were a
challenge,” McNamara
said. “We got ourselves
in a situation there where

it was closer than it
needed to be.”
MT followed up the dou-

bles’ contests by winning
all but one of the singles’
matches, highlighted by

‘Peers again handily defeat-

ing another No. 1 in Chen.
Both sets ended with a
score of 6-2.

“John  played really
well today, and has been
playing well for the last
three weeks or so,” Mc-
Namara said. “We neéd
him to keep doing what
he’s doing.”

Sophomore No. 3 Rich-
ard Cowden sealed the win
for the Blue Raiders in per-
haps the most competitive
match of the day, narrowly
defeating Tech junior Jus-
tin Kirstein in two 7-5
sets.

Again only one match
made it to a third set,
when  Langley edged
out Harris to end the
day’s action.

The Blue Raiders will
competeagainSundaywhen
the team travels to Vander-
bilt University to take on
the Commodores.
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Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all read-
ers. Please e-mail letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu and
include your name and phone number for verification.
Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters. We re-
serve the right to edit grammar, length and content.

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit

student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennessee
State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and
Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and
Wednesday during June and July. The opinions
expressed herein are those of individual writers
and not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU.

NASA's launch-freeze detrimental to new tech

End of Shuttle Program, Obama’s cancelation of Constellation Program will damage innovation

Maker of
happenings
Paul Bernardini

Exploration is absolutely
the pinnacle step in a coun-
try’s onward pursuit for.
developing new technolo-
gies, maintaining a distin-
guished presence on the
international stage, and en-
suring advancements for
the future.

With the recent redirection
- of NASA, we are hindering
the one entity in our gov-
ernment that has repeatedly
done good for this country,
and it is unsettling to see
a public unresponsive and
utterly unaware.

Sept. 16, 2010, will mark
the final mission for the Space
Shuttle Program. After that
date, manned space explora-
tion will be non-existent in
the U.S.

The last time America sent
a person to the moon was in

the early ‘70s. The Constel- .

lation Program, which has
recently been eliminated by
‘President Barack Obama’s
2010 budget, not only held
7,000 jobs for Americans,
but was finally going to
send man back to the moon

Photo courtesy Paul Bernardini

Mass communication students in last semester’s “Remote Teleproductions: Topic NASA” class filmed two separate launches — one of the Aries 1-X
rocket and another of the shuttle Atlantis ~ at John F. Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. Atlantis’ launch was the sixth to last for the
shuttle program. After the four remaining launches take place, NASA is planning on not sending another person into space for 10 to 15 years.

and beyond.

" The government is replac
ing the program with nothing
morethan encouragingwords
for the private sector to take
over manned space flights.
It’s projected under this new
legislation that it will be 10 to
15 years until we send anoth-
er person into orbit, meaning
that’s 10 to 15 years NASA
won't be developing new

technologies, which equate
into new jobs, better finan-
cial markets and potential
life-saving products.
“SpinOff” is a magazine
that NASA has been pub-
lishing since 1976. The pub-
lication sheds light on the
1,400 different products
that have been produced
for space exploration, and
soon thereafter, construc-

tively incorporated into our
consumer markets.

Satellites, for instance, have
allowed for possibilities of
immediate communication
throughout the globe, in-
cluding the technology nec-
essary for cell phones. That’s
right — the smart phone that
some of you are using right
now to check what NASA
stands for is all thanks to the

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.
NASA has given us — some-
times directly and sometimes
indirectly — things such as
solar panels, memory foam

mattresses, pacemakers, ar-

on Xbox-Live,

Forty years before we put a
man on the moon, Americans
would have thought some of
these ideas to be completely
preposterous. Now, 40 years
later, after accomplishing the
seemingly impossible, people
have not only stopped caring,
but we have a government that
has decided to put all further
celestial flights to an abrupt
halt. Yet, our nation has been
reaping the benefits from the
programsbehind those flights
for the past 40 years with
dwindling appreciation.

NASA was once an institu-
tion that schools would pause
classes in order to watch
launches. They made head-
lines daily, and the public was
actively involved.

There are only four shut-
tle launches left in the Space
Shuttle Program. I am sure
that less than half of the
greater public knows when
the last one was and certainly
doesn’t know what is next on
NASA’s agenda.

Our generation can do a
lot, and our capabilities are
endless. But without becom-
ing informed on what and
who produces many of the
products that we deem nec-
essary, and without helping
the continuance of these ad-
vancements, we will end up
slawly entertaining ourselves
down a very slippery slope.

tificial hearts, home-security
systems, flat-screen T'Vs, ul-
trasound scanners, Velcro,
oxygen tanks and the head-
set you are screaming into

Paul Bernardini is a junior
- public relations major.

He can be reached at
pbernardini@yahoo.com

By Kyle Patterson
Stalf cartoonist

“Seattle Spew”

Well we ried acting
exefted, do you feel
any less bored?

megapencil5@yahoo.com

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD |
Recent assault raises safety concerns

Security needs to prioritize
pedestrian safety over tickets

With a student popula-
tion as big as MTSU’s, crime
is going to happen. There’s
simply no way to prevent
itall.

One such crime hap-
pened on Monday night,
as a female visitor to the
university’s campus was al-
legedly assaulted and then,
while unconscious, had
her personal items stolen
from her.

The incident happened
in the Rutherford Parking
Lot. We strongly encourage
university planners to look
into increasing the lighting
in the area, which now only
exists on the building’s front
side. The library is open un-
til midnight on weeknights,
so when late-night stud-
iers emerge from it to walk
to their cars, they should
be able to do so with more

peace of mind.

Another thing that might
assist in lowering the crime
all over campus, is a repri-
oritization of campus po-
lice. While we recognize that
speed traps on Alumni Drive
bring in revenue from tickets,
we think that keeping an eye
on areas highly trafficked by
pedestrians warrants more
security than a speed-bump-
laden road. '

Yet another device that
can assist in lower crime
rates is for students to uti-
lize the free 24-hour police
escort system. It’s something

that students rarely take
advantage of, but it’s bet-
ter to be safe than sorry. To
request a police escort, call
615-898-2424.

Many students feel secure
at the university, as if it were
their second home. Incidents
like this remind us that we
should pay more attention to
our surroundings — and take
extra precaution.

If you have any safety
concerns about MTSU’s
campus that you feel need
to be addressed, please
let us know by e-mailing
slopinio@mtsu.edu.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Sarah Palin living hypocrisy

Man, Sarah Palin sure has changed in the last few years.

She now claims to be a tea-bagger who is being paid $100,000 to
tell others not to pay taxes, and it is their duty to not pay them.

Yet as mayor, Palin was known as the earmark queen of Alaska.
When she left office, she had her town of 6,700 people possessing
about $3,000 each, a total of $20 million in taxpayer dollars. Do a
search on how much debt Palin left her town.

Now she is going to China and Nashville telling people that they

' need to clean up government and stop paying taxes.

She is a joke, one who didn’t know her own town’s newspaper.

And Nashville should be ashamed to have her to come to the
city and speak about taxes and government.

She is worse than George W. Bush ever was. He almost took the
country into a depression that President Barack Obama is trying
to clean up after receiving a balanced budget of more than $200
million from the Clinton Administration.

—B.E. Meadows, Livingston, Tenn., resident

Vegan options like real thing

Thank you for the feature on the new bakery in Murfreesboro,
Get Sconed (“Locals go home, ‘Get Sconed, Sidelines, Feb. 3).

As stated in the article, the restaurant recently started offering a
number of different vegan doughnuts, desserts and lunch items.
Not only are these new vegan items lower in fat, cholesterol-free,
and free of eggs and dairy, but also they taste great.

Regular customers say they taste just like regular doughnuts,
and they can’t believe they are free of eggs and dairy products.

Now more than ever, it’s easier to eat in a way that’s better for
the animals, the planet and your health. Every year, more than
10 billion land animals are used for food in the U.S. The United
Nations has said that, “Livestock’s contribution to environmenta}l
problems is on a massive scale..The impact is so significant that it
needs to be addressed with urgency.

To learn more about a plant-based diet, visit TryVeg.com or
check out “Veg Murfreesboro” on Facebook to see a free listing of
vegetarian restaurants in Murfreesboro.

—Kenny Torrella, senior recording industry tmajor
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Disorders sometimes

warrant re-d1agnosis

It seems that it has always
been the case: People hold
interpersonal behaviors to a
general standard that their
society upholds, and those
that do not fit these stan-" §
dards are usually ostracized
from whatever society that
holds them.

The forms of societal re-

¥

An outlier’s

form of psychosis.

Basically, the only real
common trend that you find
among those that are diag-
nosed with Asperger’s Syn-
drome is that they are mod-
erately to severely socially
awkward, which probably
supports the idea that it re-
ally is just a category used to

jection have varied over the voice identify those who do not fit
course of human history, and into society.
it seems that in these modern Guy Anderson An interesting and im-

times, those that do not fit

the mold are diagnosed with

a psychological condition rather than being
banished or subject to witch-hunts.

-While it should be said that a lot of the
identified conditions and disorders that have
resulted from the advancements of psychia-
try seem to be supported by scientific empir-
icism, there still seems to be quite a few that
are by-and-large socially constructed and
are used as proverbial “diagnostic dustbins”
to lump misfits into large, vague categories.

There is one disorder that comes to mind
when thinking about such dustbins. Asperg-
er's Syndrome, which is now considered
to be a mild variant of autism, varies very
little in terms of diagnosis to autism. The
only major difference being is those with
Asperger’s Syndrome should be largely free
from any sort of developmental delay or
disturbance; this is generally ignored by
most professionals. '

While most professionals in both academia
and in clinical practice view Asperger’s Syn-
drome as being a valid condition, there is
actually little research to support its exis-
tence; the research that does exist seems to
gradually contradict itself as one compares
the results of the articles that were published
prior to the turn of the millennium to those
published close to present day.

No common brain abnormalities or genet-
ic markers can be found among those that
have been diagnosed, despite earlier research
claiming that males with the condition have
larger heads than average. But this could per-
haps be compared to the once-widely-held,
now-debunked belief. that schizophrenics
have smaller heads than average.

Behaviors also vary widely among the
population to the point where there really
is no typical clinical profile. A person with
Asperger’s Syndrome could range from be-
ing a very bright yet extremely shy young
boy, to a dull, disruptive student who touch-
es people inappropriately, to an adolescent
who actually does have normal interper-
sonal insight and yet still acts very socially
_ inappropriate due to a subtle, untreated

portant thing to note is that
there really isn’t any sort of

therapy or medication used to directly treat

Asperger’s Syndrome. Those who are di-
agnosed with this condition are generally
subject to treatment directed towards their
comorbid problems, such as anxiety and
ADHD, which is another disorder that could
very well be considered a social construct,
but I'll leave it alone for now.

Since all sorts of individuals with differing
problems can get diagnosed with Asperg-
er’s Syndrome, the neurological diversity
that would be generated from it-would en-
sure that there really wouldn’t be any ef-
fective, specific form of treatment for the
supposed condition.

While anti-depressants may greatly help
one diagnosed individual with their mood
swings and anxiety, it could very well make
another diagnosed individual chronically
drowsy and pre-diabetic. Atypical anti-
psychotics could have the converse effect for
both individuals.

One has to ask oneself, what is really the
point of all of this? Why should people rec-
ognize the existence of a certain condition
when there is no typical psychological pro-
file, no features or characteristics binding
the diagnosed population together, and no
specific, proven method of treatment?

Perhaps it is because treatment isn’t the

point; maybe the very purpose of such condi- -

tions is to identify the societal misfits, segre-
gate them and leave it at that. Or if you think
that is just being just a teensy bit paranoid, it
still isn’t solving anything for the individu-
als who have to go through this ordeal.
From this, it could be said that perhaps
professionals and laypeople alike should re-

‘evaluate the importance of such disorders,

as well as fully acknowledge that treating
psychiatry as a way to identify and label the
odd ones out is probably more trouble than it
is worth.

Guy Anderson is a graduate student
in experimental psychology. He can
be reached at gaa2d@mtsu.edu.

Comments from
WWw.mtsusidelines.com

“I usually stop in mid-sentence when the packing-up starts and let the whole class
wonder what they missed. Often, I am about to mention the content of a quiz
or upcoming assignment. I hold the class to it in any case. The behavior usually
corrects-itself, depending on whether the perpetrators are fast learners or not.”

-A professor on “Be patient, waitfive more minutes,” Feb. 17

“If every other person was bearing arms, it is unlikely that she would have

even attempted this. In cases where others have had guns and stopped

shooters there has not been a problem with innocent bystanders being hit.”
-Anonymous on “Tragedy echoing like a bell in the dark,” Feb. 14

SERVICE
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MTSU National Women’s History Montt

Tuesday, March 2

al 4: 3 n |

Book signing and reception will immediately follow

Special Thanks To Our Sponsors:

National Women'’s History Month Committee
June Anderson Women’s Center
Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence

Distinguished Lecture Fund
Esther Seeman Fund
Black History Month Committee
Peck Fund
Women in Action
School of Journalism
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ot just for the faint of ‘art

y

Warhol and others leave impression in Todd Art Gallery

By QUINTIN PARKER
Contributing writer

I’'m standing in front of Andy
Warhol’s silkscreen depiction of
Albert Einstein. I'm not in New
York City at the Museum of Mod-
ern Art, nor am I at New York’s
acclaimed Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art. 'm in MTSU’ Todd
Art Gallery.

Currently on display at the Todd
Art Gallery is an exhibit called
“Prints” that not only shows the
intricacies and variations in dif-
ferent styles of printmaking, but
also shows different artists’ takes
on these styles. Pieces by everyone
from Warhol to Rembrandt can
currently be found hanging on the
gallery walls. :

Christie Nuell, a faculty mem-
ber in the art department, is the
exhibit’s curator.

“This is probably the first time
Rembrandt’s ever been on cam-
pus,” Nuell jokes, as she speaks
fondly of the show.

Nuell is not only overseeing the
exhibition, but she is also the pri-
mary organizer of the whole event.
Both an artist and art enthusi-
ast herself, she contacted numer-
ous art collectors, the majority of
whom are from the Middle Ten-
nessee area. However, art collec-
tors weren’t the only ones to con-
tribute works to the show.

Mark Hosford, a printmaking
professor at Vanderbilt, contrib-
uted one of his own works to the
show. Hosford has garnered na-
tional attention for his screenprint
style. While imaginative and al-
most childlike, the pieces he pro-
duces have an underlying dark
quality about them.

“He’s really an outstanding art-
ist,” Nuell says of Hosford. “So I
really wanted to include him in the
show; I contacted him, and he was

more than happy to oblige.”

The only collector Nuell con-
tacted outside of the Middle Ten-
nessee region was Bill Hesterberg,
who lives in Chicago. Hester-
berg provided several origi-
nal wood engravings by famed
wood engraver and ornithologist
Thomas Bewick.

“Bill owns a small press in his
basement,” Nuell says. “He’s an
avid Thomas Bewick collector, and
it was incredibly gracious of him
to send us these engravings.”

In addition to the Bewick en-
gravings and the Rembrandt
and Warhol prints, gallery-goers
can also view remarkable works

by famed artists such as Manet

and Renoir.

Needless to say, the exhibit has
been well-received by students.

“It’s nice to see that students are
responding so well to the show,”
Nuell says. “When you do a show
like this, you never really know if
people are going to get it.”

Nathan Henris, junior graph-
ic design major, is one of many
students thrilled about the
print show.

“I think it’s a very good repre-
sentation of printmaking,” Hen-
ris says. “It’s got a great variety of
pieces that range from lithography
to etching to silkscreen.”

Henris also expressed his
thoughts on how he, as a graphic
designer, is going to be affected by
the exhibit.

“In terms of graphic design, look-
ing at printmaking like this helps

‘you come up with a good compo--

sitional mode,” Henris says. “It’s
nice to see the hand-made quality,
and the work that goes into it.”

While graphic design and art
students are likely to be strongly
affected by a show of such magni-
tude, they aren’t the only ones who
can appreciate or enjoy it.

Photos by Jilfian Dixon, contributing photographer

Students explore the Todd Art Gallery’s “Prints” exhibit, which highlights local and a few national printmakers work. Of
the prints seen below is a print of Andy Warhol’s silkscreen depiction of Albert Einstein.

Michael Clapper, sophomore nu-
trition major, was overwhelmed by
the exhibition and recommends
that students of all concentrations
come by to see it.

“m not an art student,” Clap-
per says. “But it’s incredible to see
all of these artists that I've always
heard about right in front of me;
you can go to the art museums and
see them, but to have such easy
access to them is mind blowing
to me.”

The show is open and scheduled
to run through March 4. Even
those who don’t enjoy art will ap-
preciate being in the same room
as some of the great artists your
high school art teachers talked
endlessly about.

Finder's Keepers

unclaimed treasures, goods

By EMMA EGLI
Features editor

Standing in front of an
endless sea of flash drives, I
wonder if the previous own-
ers have ever given much
thought to the fact that their
$15 2GB storage device they
carelessly left in the library
might be sold in the future
for 50 cents.

This ugly green knit hat
could have been someone’s
favorite winter accessory,
but it’s now laying in a pile
with about 20 others. Tables
are full of forgotten items
like these, all part of Stu-
dent Union’s annual lost and
found sale in the Keathley
University Center

“This is something that
we do every year because we
have so much stuff and we
need to get rid of it,” says Jen-
nifer Kirk, assistant director
of student unions and pro-
gramming. “All the stuff we
sell here has been in the lost
and found for nine months.”

So these items have been
sitting in the elusive lost and
found room, unclaimed and
unloved for months. Their
owners have made no at-
tempt to claim them, and the
student workers have had no
luck contacting them either.

“Most of the stuff here
is stuff we dont have con-

tact information for,” Kirk
says. “With things like flash
drives, we try to find the stu-
dent’s information so we can
e-mail or call them.” -

I can understand why a
student wouldn’t go out of
their way to find their miss-
ing pair of cheap sunglasses,
but surveying the room, I see
other items of relative value.

“The announcement on
Pipeline mentioned cell
phones,” says Kristina Cast-
erline, a graduate student.
“l was definitely drawn
to that.”

Items of significant worth
are kept in a safe some-
where in the KUC, the
location of which Kirk
wouldn’t divulge.

“Everything is kept locked
in the safe and only my stu-
dents have special 1.D. access
to it,” Kirk says.

I asked Kirk if the rumor
I had heard of someone pur-
chasing an iPhone last year
for $5 was true.

“Oh 1 don’t doubt it,” Kirk
says with a grin.

She then surveys the room
and asks, “Did we sell that
Playstation yet?”

How someone misplaces a
normally $130 game console
and then makes no effort to
locate it is beyond my compre-
hension, but I guess the phrase

“It came in a suitcase with
a bunch of other stuff)”
Kirk says, responding to
my puzzled look, “includ-
ing brand new clothes
and underwear.” :

While Casterline peruses
around the tables of jewelry,
calculators and coats, she
tells me “this is making me
want to make a trip down
to Scottsboro.”

You know when you are
waiting at the baggage claim
carousel and that lone tat-
tered bag makes it around
numerous times, yet no one
ever claims it? You almost
feel sorry for it, wondering
what will happen to- this
poor orphaned piece of lug-
gage and all its contents.
The Unclaimed Baggage
Center of Luggage in Scotts-
boro, Ala., is the answer to
this question.

With the same concept as
the lost and found sale at the
KUC, the center takes the
“finder’s keepers” concept
to a much grander scale.

The store advertises that
“if searching for bargains
is your passion and the
thrill of discovering a one-
of-a-kind = treasure makes
your heart race, come
on a shopping adventure
like no other.”

UNCLAIMED, PAGE 10

' Lost and found sale reveals

»
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Phota courtesy of morguefile.com
MTSU’s professors give students encouragement for their
future in both life and education.

Words from

the Wisest

MTSU professors give advice
on student’s earning education

By CAROLYN JONES
Contributing Writer

Wise, scholarly, worldly, sophisticated, versed, geeky,
difficultand heartless—these words might describe how
students think of college professors. But whether you see
your professor as a mentor or as a pain in the neck, most
ofthem offer morethanjust PowerPointslides; theyoffer
valuable advice.

LouisHaas,anMTSU historyprofessor,isananimated
man full of stories. His boisterous tales that mix Ameri-
ca’s history with his personal anecdotes often interrupt
the syllabus.

He received his bachelor’s in history in 1980 from the
University of Southern Indiana - the first in his fam-
ily to go to college — and when he decided to pursue
his education further by going to graduate school, he
sought out the advice of his professors.

When he asked one of them how to be successful in
graduate school, she gave him the best advice he had
ever received in college — tenacity.

“At the time, I thought that was the most dumb-ass
thing anyone could have said,” Haas says. “But in ret-
rospect, I realize it was quite profound.”

He soon realized after starting graduate school at
Ohio State University that endeavor was something
that takes more fight and hard work than intelligence.
By taking the advice of his professor and being tena-
cious, he was able to compete with and even surpass
the “brainiacs” from Cornell and Yale.

To today’s students, Haas advises that school be
taken seriously.

' TEACHERS, PAGE 10

‘Crazy Heart' a song you
can not stop hummmg

By MATTHEW HAMMITT
Staff Writer
“Crazy Heart” is an en-

gaging and rewarding effort
from first-time director and
screenwriter Scott Cooper,
who demonstrates a restraint
in execution many directors
never develop.

It’s a film with an excellent
soundtrack, most of which
was crafted specifically for the
movie. It’s a film filled with
solid performances from vet-
eran actors like Robert Duvall,
Maggie Gyllenhaal, and Colin
Farrell. And yet, for all of the
impressive building materi-
als employed in the construc-
tion of the film, credit for its
success begins and ends with
Jeft Bridges.

Jeff Bridges is an actor. He’s
neither an impressionist nor a
showman. His performances
are not distractingly quirky
or self aggrandlzmg He does

<oy
3
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not execute his roles with a
wink, a nod or an unspoken
acknowledgment of his own
talent. He isn’t an actor you
could believably accuse of
pandering to award voters.

In “Crazy Heart,” Jeff
Bridges delivers a perfor-
mance becoming of him-
self, which is an admirable
feat and its own reward.

Bridges plays Bad Blake,
a 57-year-old singer-song-
writer who has seen his

fortune and a measure of

his fame pass him by. He
still tours the country to

- small crowds of passionate

and attentive listeners who
litter the dimly lit floor
space of our nation’s dive
bars and bowling alleys.

It isn’t a glamorous life-
style, but it provides Blake
with the means to keep
moving. This transient
lifestyle emancipates him
from forming allegianc-

es to anyone other than
cigarettes, alcohol, and
country music.
Unbeknownst to Blake, a
song he wrote at the peak of
his success would predict his
eventual fall from grace. The
song, appropriately titled
“Flyin’ and Fallin,” finds
Bridges elucidating how easy
it is to confuse the desperate
isolation of his existence for
vagabond freedom:.
HEART, PAGE 10
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Fanatics

Mon through Fri Happy Hour
4:30-7 p.m.

$2 domestic drafts

$3.75 house wines

Two for one well drinks

Blue Rooster

Thu Ladies’ Night, no cover
charge for ladies, 50 cent drafts
Thu chrough Sat two for one domestic
drafts & wines till 9 p.m.

Sun- $3.50 margaritas

527

Wed through Sun penny beer till 12
am.

50-cent mixed drinks cill 10 p.m.

Emporium
Thu Ladies’ Night

$2 jello shots for month of Jan
Liquid Smoke

Sat & Mon $2 Yuengling .
Wed Pint Night $2.75 pine drafts

88

Mark & Pat’s Handlebar
Tue two for one drafts

Thu $1.50 longnecks

Fri Karaoke

Gentlemen Jims (East
Main & Greenland)
Happy Hour 2-8 p.m. everyday
$1.75 domestic bottle

$7.50 bucket for 5

$3 pitchers for draft

Tue & Thu $3 pitchers all day

Dugger’s

Happy Hour 11 2.m.-8 p.m.
$2.50 wells, wines, margariras
$1.99 domestic pitts on draft

Coconut Bay Café
Happy Hour till 10 p.m.

Two for one draft, wine, well, marga-

~ ritas

Sat $5 pitchers
Sun $2 longnecks

WHEN [ REALIZED |

HAD THE POWER TO

CONTROL MYSEL

Events Policy

Sidelines welcomes current campus and community events submitted by all readers.
Please e-mall events to slfeatur@mtsu.edy, and include the name, date, time and location of
the event, as well as your name and a phone number for verification. We reserve the right to
refuse events at our discretion as our space is limited.

Sidelines Is the editorially Independent, non-profit student-produced newspaper of Middle
Tennessee State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and Thursday during the fall and
spring semesters and Wednesday during June and July, The events listed are not necessarily
associated with Sidelines or MTSU.
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UNCLAIMED
FROM PAGE 8

The center buys unclaimed
baggage and cargo by the
truckload and then sells the
new and pre-owned items —
designer clothing, electronics
and sporting goods — at a frac-
tion of the cost.

While it is thrilling to find
cheap treasures, I'm left feel-
ing a little sorry for the previ-
ous owners. What if they really
loved that hand-knit scarf their
grandmother gave them or had
a panic attack when they real-
ized they had misplaced their
$100 graphing calculator?

“I think it’s only fair,” says
Ryan Wilson, a freshman com-
puter science major. “They had

a chance to go pick it up from
lost and found before this.”

Not to mention, all the
money made from the items
sold is donated to the Habitat
for Humanity “Blitz Build”
campaign, which is sponsored
by the Office of Leadership &
Community Service.

“The rest of the stuff not
sold, like glasses, I'll take to the
Lion’s Club because they can
make new glasses out of them,”
Kirk says. “The clothes I gener-
ally take to the Salvation Army
or Goodwill, and the calcula-
tors we will donate to the math
or economics department.”

So it’s almost like a win-win
situation for both sides - buy-
ers get a great deal and previous
owners unknowingly donate to
worthy causes.

HEART
FROM PAGE 9

“It’s funny how fallin’

‘feels like flyin’/ for a little

while,” Blake sings, slow-
ly coming to terms with
how quickly the ground
is approaching.

Veteran record produc-
er T. Bone Burnett, who
wrote or co-wrote many of
the songs performed in the
film, curated the movie’s
soundtrack. Burnett em-
ployed a workmanlike ap-
proach to the film’s music,
forgoing collaboration with
more recognizable country
artists to tip his hat to the
genre’s unsung heroes, the
writers behind the songs.

Burnett, along with fel-
low songwriters John

" Goodwin, Bob Neuwirth,

and the late Steve Bru-
ton, who died before the
film’s release, wrote all of
the songs Bad Blake takes
on tour throughout the
film. He places those songs
alongside tracks by coun-
try musicians who would
find in Blake a kindred
spirit, artists like Buck
Owens, Waylon Jennings,
and Townes Van Zandt.

The music of the film
cultivates a believable cul-
ture, a culture Bridges
inhabits confidently. All
of the performances Bad
Blake gives in the movie are
Bridges’ own.

Bridges’ voice, one that
creaks and quavers and
sounds like a man with a
mouthful of cotton, is aged
to perfection.
weary vocals lend cred-
ibility to the appropriately
titled “The Weary Kind,”
a song written by Blake in
the movie and by former-
rodeo-competitor-turned-
songwriter Ryan Bingham

in actuality that proves to-

Bridges’ -

be Blake’s salvation.

Blake comes across as
what most people would
describe as “a good man.”
He is polite and compli-
mentary to the musicians
he plays with-and gracious
and accommodating to his
fans, but his addictions of-
ten prevent him from be-
ing able to deliver on his
good nature.

Bridges pulls off a sur-
prisingly sober turn as an
alcoholic. Many alcoholic
characters in movies vacil-
late between being loqua-
cious lunatics and delu-
sional delinquents. They
are, often suspiciously
vibrant and wild for per-
sons slavishly devoted to
a depressant. Bridges for-
goes the flamboyance and
instead delivers Blake to
the audience as a man who
is grounded in reality and
close to the soil, even if it’s
because he’s spent so much
time face down in the dirt.

The supporting cast
provides some very good
performances, none more
engaging than Maggie Gyl-
lenhaal as Jean Craddock,
a small-town reporter in
Santa Fe whose candid in-
terview with Blake gives
way to romantic entangle-
ment. Like the audience,
Jean gets swept up in the
whirlwind of Blake’s charm
and ease of character. Also
like us, she remains on her
toes, vigilant about Blake’s
alcoholism, waiting for the
other shoe to drop.

For all the accolades and
mantle-piece  decoration
it has earned Bridges, ul-
timately “Crazy Heart” is
just another movie about
drinking and sinning, lov-
ing and losing. It’s like a
song youve heard a mil-
lion times before. But it’s
sung so sweetly that it gets
inside your head. You’ll be
humming it for days.

TEACHERS

FROM PAGE 9

“See it as a job with a
40-hour-a-week commitment
and realize it’s work —hard-ass
work at that,” Haas says. “Put it
first in your life because all the
other things you want to put
first later will only stand bet-
ter with the more you know.
In today’s world, your high
GPA shows how easy you are to
train in any field, but it is im-
portant to be passionate about
your subject.”

Lisa Moore, communication
studies professor and an MTSU
alumna, gives a woman’s in-
sight and creates a comfort-
able atmosphere for her stu-
dents to open up in her classes
with her gregarious and laid
back disposition.

The best piece of advice she
ever received from a professor
was that there is just too much
information to memorize it all,
and you have to know how to
research to find the answers
you seek. Moore would tell her
students now that the most
important thing you can learn
to do in college is think-past
the obvious.

“Amanda DiPaolo, a profes-
sor of political science, might
not meet the typical stereo-

types for a college professor
if you saw her perched at the
front of her class on a stool sip-
ping her coffee and adorning a
Nashville Predators hockey
jersey. Because of her young
spunk, she gives guidance
to students in a modern,
relatable way.

She received her bachelor’s
degree from St. Thomas Uni-
versity and brought her know]-
edge and Canadian accent to
America when she went to Syr-
acuse University for her Ph. D.
A professor she had at Syracuse
gave her the best advice in re-
gards to finishing her daunting
dissertation — just get it done!
Remember this isnt your
magnum opus, it is just the
means to an end to starting a
lifelong process of academic
research, which is exactly what
she did.

DiPaoloremindsher students
that the most important thing
they can do is to be in love with
their subject and take classes
they will be interested in.

“I tell my pre-law students
all the time not to get bogged
down in the minors and the
specific course work with the
mindset that it will impress law
schools,” DiPaolo says. “It is
your GPA they are looking for,
not that you minored in history
or philosophy.”



