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Initiative to focus on experiential learning

By Nona Kempton
Staff Writer

Slogans and logos designed by two
student groups will be used to build an
identity for the upcoming Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
reaffirmation process for MTSU, uni-
versity officials said.

Marketing and management stu-
dent groups presented advertising
campaigns in a reception held April 22
at the Alumni Center for the official
kick-off of the Quality Enhancement
Plan, one part of the SACS presenta-
tion that MTSU will develop over the
next two years.

“Forty students participated in
developing slogans and themes,” said
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Jill Austin, chair of the marketing

management department and

leader of the quality enhancement
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One of the winning logo designs
for the competition places the
emphasis on experiential
learning. The competition
was part of the university’s
reaccreditation process.

gram for the SACS reaffirmation team,
“and it was difficult to choose a win-
ner.”

I'he seven members of the two stu-
dent groups were awarded a cash prize,
and their designs, as well as parts of the
other campaigns, will be incorporated
into a campuswide advertising cam-
paign this fall to raise awareness of the
SACLS project

The QEP, which involves developing
new strategies for learning, is one com-
ponent of a three-part program that
the university will present to SACS in
2006 to maintain accreditation.

To remain an accredited post-sec-
ondary school, MTSU must reaffirm
every 10 years with SACS, the organi-
zation designated by the U.S.
Department of Education to accredit
schools in the southern United States
and Latin America. Accreditation
means that the university is meeting
SACS standards and entitles the school
to a variety of federal programs includ-
ing financial aid and grants.

The focus for the QEP, chosen from
the results of a campus survey, is expe-
riential learning, Austin said, which is

hands-on, real life experience in a field
of study.

“I think we had almost 500 respons-
es to our survey, Austin said, “and 85
percent of those respondents expressed
some interest in experiential learning.”

The student groups are part of
Melodie Phillips’ undergraduate class
in entertainment marketing and grad-
uate class in applied promotional strat-
egy. Phillips said that designing the
promotional campaigns was part of the
assigned coursework for the students.

“We were asked to help develop
ways to communicate the QEP as part
of the reaffirmation process,” Phillips
said, “so we pulled together logos,

See SACS, 2

Roots
of rock,

blues
examined

By Carrie Hargett
Staff Writer
A panel discussed on
Thursday the development of
race relations and music and
how Nashville fit into the civil
rights movement.

The panel included several
professors and a local newspa-
per columnist,

Participating were professor
Mark Neal from the University
of Texas-Austin, professor
Guthrie Ramsey from the
University of Pennsylvania, pro-
fessor Brian Ward from the
University of Florida,
Gainesville, and columnist Ron
Wynn of The City Paper.

Neal said he was 13 years old
when he fell in love with hip
hop. He never saw hip hop as
different from traditional black
music. It was a continuation of
the music, he said.

“You almost don’t have black
music without James Brown’s
beat,” Neal said.

In the 1960s, most black
singers learned to sing from the
church choir. Neal said he
believes that is the one big dif-
ference between old music and
new music.

@ “Music won't cure cancer,
but it makes you want to cure
cancer,” Ramsey said.

Ward encouraged everyone
to go to the Country Music Hall
of Fame and Museum’s new
exhibit, Night Train to Nashville:
Music City Rhythm & Blues.

“Music brings the races
together,” Ward said.

Music was able to bridge the
race gap during desegregation.
The greatest example was Elvis
Presley, who had 23 R&B hits,
Ward said.

Wynn said that in the 1970s
he would ask different maga-
zines if anyone was writing on a
particular black artist, and if not
he would write about them.

“I got into journalism almost
by accident,” Wynn said.

® Wynn calls himself a “music
nerd” He would work every
Saturday for eight hours in
order to buy a box set when he
was growing up

They all agreed during their
discussion that the current
black musicians are not that dif-
ferent and that modern music
owes a lot to traditional black
music. Many hip hop songs
make references to older artists.

They discussed the idea of
this year being the 50th anniver-
sary of rock ‘n’ roll, but they all
said rock n’ roll has been around

See Music, 2
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(Above) Matt Pelham,

guitarist and vocalist for The
Features, belts his heart out

Thursday during a

performance, which was part
of Music on the Knoll.The

Features, who hail from

Murfreesboro, will kick off a
tour in the United Kingdom

May 24, at Liverpool

University. The tour wraps up
June | at Cambridge Anglia

University.

(Right) A crowd looks on as
The Features - in addition to
Pelham, Roger Dabbs (bass),
Rollum Haas (drums) and

Parrish Yaw (keyboard) -

perform in front of Keathley

University Center.
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2 vice provost
searches over

Staff Reports

After months of searching,
two academics will be joining
the ranks of MTSU's provosts.

Jackie Thomas has been
named the new vice provost for
Academic Affairs, effective June
14.

Abdul S. Rao has been select-
ed to fill the position of the vice

provost for research and dean of

the College of Graduate Studies
beginning July 6.
'homas comes
the—~ University
Maryland Eastern Shore. There,

MTSU

to
from

of

he served as professor and chair
of the English department, as
well as associate vice president
for Academic/Student Affairs.
Thomas also acted as executive
assistant to the president, and as
its interim president.

Rao is a noted researcher and
author, and was formerly senior
associate vice provost for
Research and Graduate Studies
at Drexel University. He also
served as vice dean for Research,
Information Technology and
Biomedical Graduate Studies at
the Drexel University College of
Medicine. ¢

Taskforce studying
transfer student
admission policy

By Stephanie Hill
Staff Writer

In the coming years, admis-
sion standards may be changing
for transfer students who wish
to attend MTSU.

An informational letter from
Vice President of Student
Affairs Bob Glenn was sent to
the Faculty Senate, informing
them of a
possible study
of the matter
changing the
admission
standards
from trans-
fers nccdlng
nine credit
hours to 24
credit hours.

Faculty
Senate President Larry Burriss
the senate has not yet
looked at a resolution to address
the matter.

“However, the discussion
may come up in the fall at the
beginning of my term as presi-
dent,” Burriss said.

“At the beginning of each
Faculty Senate meeting we get
lots of informative letters that

mlld

we look over,” Burriss said.
“This is the case with [Glenn’s]
letter.”

Lynn Palmer, director of
admissions, said an enrollment
taskforce is studying transfer
student standards. The task-
force is composed of faculty and
staff from Admissions, Records,
Housing and Financial Aid.

Currently, transfer students
have to have earned nine hours
and have a 2.0 grade point aver-
age for admission at MTSU. The
proposal is to raise the credit
hours to 24, while maintaining
the 2.0 GPA.

“In theory, this would mean
that students would have
attended a community college
for two semesters, if they are full
time at 12 hours,” Palmer said.
“This change is to encourage
students to take their general
education classes at the com-
munity college before transfer-
ring to MTSU.”

Right now the proposal is in
the discussion stages.

“If it becomes an official
Faculty Senate function, we will
appoint a committee to make

See Standards, 2

SGA proposal could turn detention pond blue

Graham says water feature
could boost school spirit

By Matt Anderson

Contributor

Drive past campus on
Rutherford Boulevard after the
rain and you'll find them — stu-
dents soaking in the temporary
body of water that forms on the
eastern edge of campus.

Students on Greek Row call it
the “Sigma Nu Lake.”

Although students use the
“Sigma Nu Lake” to cool off, it
actually has an important func-
tion on campus, draining
runoff from the parking lots.

“It looks like its being used
for nothing,” said Patti Miller,

Campus Planning director. “But
before it was built, flooding on
campus was much worse.”
According to Miller, the
detention pond, built 10 years
ago, has improved
drainage across campus. Rain
water flows from the lots to the
detention pond, then backflows
through the same pipe into
Sinking Creek. Each new paved
lot on campus creates a lot of
runoff that must be managed.
But if a new proposal by the

greatly

Student Government
Association Senate comes to
fruition, runoff will have to be
redirected to a new location.
The Senate has recently passed a
resolution recommending that
the detention pond be trans-
formed into a real pond com-
plete with a monument that
represents MTSU.

The proposal is the brain-
child of Ashley Elizabeth
Graham, Student Ambassador
President and founder of the
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Traditions Committee  at
MTSU. It is part of a larger push
to increase school spirit on
campus.

“One of the problems with
campus is that there isn't enough
school spirit,” Graham said.

“We don’t have a character
about us,” she said. “Psychology
tells you if you see it and you see
it and see it, it makes you a Blue
Raider all around. Then come

See Pond, 2
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Standards:
Required
hours could
be upped
from 9 to 24

Continued from |

recommendations to the per-
son in charge,” Burriss said.

“We will then send a copy of
the proposal to the entire facul
ty and ask for comments, so we
will be able to see what the fac
ulty thinks and take their
thoughts into consideration.”

University President Sidney
McPhee and the Tennessee
Board of Regents must approve
the proposal.

“We want adequate time to
inform the community colleges
about the changes, if and when
they occur,” Palmer said.
“Ideally, a year would be great,
however we could handle nine
months if needed.”

If a transfer student who did
not have 24 hours applied to
the university, he or she would
be reviewed by admissions and
would have to meet freshman
standards in order to be admit
ted to the university. ¢

Photo by Megan Allender | Staff Photographer
Mark Anthony Neal, Guthrie P. Ramsey Jr. and Ron Wynn
discuss the roots of rock ‘n’ roll and hip hop during a
panel discussion Thursday afternoon on campus.

Music: Nashville’s hip hop
scene dependent on venues

Continued from |

longer than 50 years.

“The Beatles and Elvis

Presley did not create rock ‘n’
roll,” Wynn said.

They ended their discussion
on Nashville and its importance
to the creation of hip hop.
Many artists in Nashville moved

to Atlanta because there are
more nppnr(ullilig‘x‘ down
there. Nashville does have an
emerging hip hop scene, but
there are not enough venues for
it to grow, Wynn said.

The John Seigenthaler Chair
of Excellence and the Country
Music Hall of Fame sponsored
the discussion. @

Visit Sidelines Online
for news updates.

www.mtsusidelines.com
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Photo by Seth Holland | Staff Photographer
Students boogie Thursday night at MTTV’s annual dance party.The event was simulcast on WMTS 88.3.

Group to collect books for

Staff Reports

MTSU’s chapter of Golden
Key International Honour
Society is partnering with
( ampus Community ()ll“'\'.\\.h
to collect books during finals
week to benefit Books for
Africa.

The chapter hopes to collect
older editions of books that the
university faculty will no longer
be teaching with and that the
bookstores are not buying back.

“Since the bookstores won't
buy these books back, many
students throw them away,” said
Golden Key President Brandon

Hanson. “Instead of throwing
the books away, we can send
them to countries where up to
seven students share such
hm)k.\.”

Collection boxes will be sta-

the Keathley
Center near the
and at the main
entrances to most of the major

tioned In
University

bookstore

classroom buildings on campus,
Hanson said.

There are also distribution
boxes at the Midlander office in
the James Union Building,
Room 306, and at the Student
Government Association office,
KUC, Room 208A.

CCO collects books during
buy back to benefit Books for
Africa, Room to Read or St.
Vincent de Paul. They partner
with over 200 colleges and uni-
versities nationwide.

BFA supplies books to the
third world country of Africa
and RTR builds libraries and
supplies books to Indonesia,
Nepal, Cambodia and other
countries. St. Vincent de Paul
helps individuals and families in
crisis here in the United States.

CCO is a self-sustaining
organization that gives 100 per-
cent of its profit, after expenses,
to one of these three organiza-

Pond:
Proposal in
early stages

Continued from |

game day, you'll come to the
game.”

Graham has many ideas for
the pond. She says the chemi-
cals that keep the water clean
also turn it blue. She also sug-
gested filling it with bass fish
and having a fishing contest at
homecoming.

According to Miller, the pro-
posal is “not feasible from an
engineering standpoint.”

“It would look nice, but [the
detention pond] would not be
effective to be a large water fea-
ture,” Miller said.

The pond proposal is still in
the early stages and Graham
has not yet secured funding.
However, according to Graham,
the university’s award-winning
engineering department has
expressed interest in making it
a class project.

“One of my beliefs is that
when more people take owner-
ship of a problem and solution,
they’re more likely to take part in
the outcome,” Graham said. ¢

Africa

tions.

Instead of throwing away or
recycling literally hundreds of
thousands of books throughout
the nation, it becomes a valu-
able resource for thousands of
others in need. Each university
that they partner with decides
which one of the three designat-
ed agencies they would prefer
the books and profits from the
books to go to. The MTSU
chapter decided on Books for
Africa.

If you have books you would
like to donate to this drive, con-
tact Hanson or chapter adviser
Jenny Crouch at 898-2815. ¢

SACS: ‘Portfolio of real experience’ important, Phillips says

Continued from |

slogans and posters.”

Phillips said that her classes
were divided into 11 groups,
and the presentations were on
tables located all around the
Alumni Center. The faculty,
staff and students who attended
the reception were each given
six tickets and asked to vote for
their favorite campaign.

“They could award one
group all six tickets or they
could split them up,” Phillips
said.

The voting resulted in a tie
between two groups from
Phillips’ undergraduate classes.

Phillips said that the seven
members of the two winning
groups were awarded $50 each
for their efforts.

Phillips said the groups had

less then 3 weeks to put togeth
er their presentations, but that
the results were impressive.

“There were so many people
who pleased -and
thought the campaigns were so
well-done in such a short time,”
Phillips said.

University president Sidney
McPhee offered opening
remarks for the reception,
which also featured four stu-
dent speakers who discussed the
value of experiential learning.

Recording industry manage-
ment major Alan Slone told the
group about his experience last
summer working for a music
distributor in Halifax, Nova
Scotia.

“It was really great hands -
on experience,” Slone said. “I
think that when you try to put
‘hands-on’ in a book, it fails.

were Sso

Internships let you see that
angle.”

Slone said that his work last
summer, which he described as
“three months of slave labor,”
was worth it in what he carried
back to the classroom this year.

“It was amazing,” Slone said,
“and I think it’s the best thing
that people can do.”

He also said he will be going
back to work for the same com-
pany after graduation this
month.

Phillips agrees that experien-
tial learning should be a focus
for college students.

“What good is it going to do
to go to an employer and say ‘I
can select from A, B or C on an
exam?” Phillips asked, “but if
you can develop a portfolio or
have real experience to offer,
you will look better [to a

gu
c

* MOVIES *

digital planet

Need
Cash?

We are currently buying used:
DVD’s, CD’s, Electronic
Games, Playstation,
Xbox, Nintendo

All items must be in
excellent condition

WE PAY CASH!

prospective employer| than just
being able to say ‘I got an A in
this class.”

Austin said that the other
students who recounted their
experiential learning were
English major Teresa Pickering,
graduate student Tracy Mintz
and engineering major Aaron
Dudley.

Austin said that their will be
an entertainment event planned
this fall to officially kick-off the
SACS project and to raise
awareness for QEP and experi-
ential learning.

“We will be planning some-
thing that appeals to students,”
Austin said, and committees
will be meeting to plan specific
activities for the event.” She said
that the event would probably
be planned for midterm of the
fall semester. @

Patrick
Fitzwilliam
O’Chinnery

Congratulations,

After you graduate,
you’ll have plenty of time
to take over the world!

We'll miss you,
Manderito!

And your potty mouth, too!
No one at a ‘real job’ will
love you like we do!

Spellers Untie’

Amanda
‘Bad

Maynord
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Smyrna teacher suspended from teaching

Tommy McCrary discovered
to be under investigation
for previous job in Shelby County

By Jason Cox
State and Local News Editor

A Smyrna Middle School
teacher was suspended without
pay when it was learned he was
under investigation for inap-
propriate conduct with a stu-

dent at his previous place of

employment.

Tommy McCrary, a history
and government teacher, as well
as the girls’ basketball coach,
received a letter from Director
of Schools Harry Gill notifying
McCrary of his suspension due
to a “pending licensure pro-
ceeding before the State Board
of Education” for “conduct of a
sexual nature” while McCrary

was employed at Houston High
School in Shelby County. This
letter was dated April 23.

According to Gail Tune,
assistant  superintendent of
human resources and student
services, the attorney represent-
ing the state in the licensure
proceeding called Gill as a cour-
tesy to inform him of the situa-
tion. Tune said the board was
not aware of the investigation of
McCrary’s actions in Shelby
County prior to the call.

Tune said a new system put
in place since McCrary was

hired would greatly cut the
chances of someone else being
hired without the board know-
ing about a pending investiga-
tion or complaint,

Principals will have to con-
tact references at every place an
employee has worked and ask
both the reference and the
applicant a “very lengthy” list of
questions, Tune said, including
whether the applicant had ever
been suspended, had a com-
plaint filed against him or her,
had been reprimanded or had
been fired.

Main Street JazzFest

Photos by Micah Miller | Staff Photographer
(Above) The Don Aliquo Quartet plays at the
Main Street JazzFest Saturday. Aliquo plays sax-
ophone. (Left) A JazzFest patron plays a game
on an inflatable platform. Rain did not dampen
the spirits of fans. Many still showed up to see
Mario Andretti, eat some good food and enjoy
some good music. Performances included local
high school jazz bands as well as saxophonist
Kenny Garrett and his quartet.

* Methodist court
upholds church law

By Joe Mandak
Associated Press Writer

PITTSBURGH (AP) -
United Methodist law clearly
teaches that the practice of
homosexuality is incompati-
ble with Christian teaching,
the highest court in the
denomination ruled

Saturday.

The Judicial Council,
which met during the
denomination’s General

| Conference, said violating
® that .church law could be
cause for removal from
church office.

A delegate from Arkansas
had asked the council to rule
on the matter following a case
in Washington in which a les-
bian minister told her bishop
she was in a committed rela-
tionship with a woman.

The Rev. Karen Dammann
of Washington state had been
charged with  practices
declared “incompatible with
Christian teaching” under
Methodist law.

A jury of 13 pastors from
her region effectively ruled in
March that church Jaw did
not, however, make it a
chargeable offense for homo-
sexual clergy to be sexually
active. They found
Dammann innocent.

Bishop Lawrence
McCleskey, who heads the
Columbia Area Annual
Conference  in South

Carolina, said Saturday’s
decision will not affect the
Dammann case.

He said church law does
not allow the General
Conference or any other
church body to appeal a deci-
sion made by another part of
the church.

However, McCleskey said
the decision clarifies that
somebody in Dammann’s
position could be subject to
church discipline in the
future.

“I think the decision clari-
fied the issue that was on

everybody’s mind,”
McCleskey said.
The  breakdown  of

Saturday’s judicial council
decision was not released, but
it included two dissenting
opinions from members who
believe that the language is
unclear and is not law.

Conservatives praised the
decision by the nine-member
court.

“Church law has been
unchanging  for  three
decades, but increasingly cer-
tain local or regional

See Methodist, 4

Rutherford teachers

In addition, principals will
ask whether they had been pun-
ished or admonished for inap-
propriate use of school comput-
ers or inappropriate socializing
with students. In addition, the
principal will ask the reference
whether the applicant had been
allowed to resign in lieu of ter-
mination or an investigation
and whether the reference
would recommend the appli-
cant for re-employment.

“We’re showing that we’re
making an effort,” Tune said.

She said that a mere com-

plaint on someone’s record
would not automatically dis-
qualify the applicant, but that
inconsistencies between an
applicant’s answers and the ref-
erence’s responses would raise a
red flag.

“It depends on what the situ-
ation was,” Tune said, adding
that she would be interested in
knowing both why the com-
plaint was filed and how it had
been resolved.

Prior to the implementation

See Teacher, 4

Higher taxes
create surplus
of $2 million

By Nona Kempton
Staff Writer

Area growth and a recover-
ing economy are the reasons
that the Rutherford County
school system found itself with
a $2 million dollar budget sur-
plus this year, a school official
said.

Jeff Sandvig, assistant super-
intendent for budget and
finance, said that revenue from
property taxes and local sales
option taxes exceeded the pro-
jection made last fall by the
county finance department.

“When the economy went
south in 2001, we experienced a
major drop [in tax revenue],
Sandvig said. “This year we had
an increase. Our revenue from
the local sales option tax
increased by 11 percent.”

He said that all accounts had
been audited and the surplus
was the direct result of revenue
exceeding expected expenses.

Sandvig said approximately
half the revenue generated from
local sales tax is used for the
school system.

Rutherford County’s local
sales tax, at 2.75 percent, is the
highest local rate allowed by
state law.

The unexpected budget sur-
plus caused controversy this
past week, especially among
school board members who felt
that Rutherford County taxpay-
ers were asked to contribute too
much with a .16 increase in
property taxes last year.

“I think we’ve overcharged
the taxpayers,” school board
member Gary Patton was quot-
ed in the Daily News Journal last
week.

Patton was also quoted as
saying that he thought the
property tax increase was twice
as high as it needed to be.

Sandvig said that about

'$400,000 of the surplus was due

to the property tax increase,
which he said may have been
overestimated when it was
passed last year.

“A .12 increase [per $100
assessed value of property]
would probably have been
right,” Sandvig said.

The school system’s budget
has been described as strained
in numMerous news reports
throughout the school year.

Low teacher pay, school
overcrowding and a shortage of
school resource officers and
nurses have all been blamed on
the tight budget in the 2003-
2004 school year.

“If we had perfect knowl-
edge of our needs each year,
Sandvig said, “we would know
exactly what to budget for.”

Sandvig said the school
board, at a meeting last
Thursday, decided to follow
superintendent Harry Gill’s
suggestion that the $2 million
surplus be applied to the pur-
chase price of land for a new
elementary school in Almaville.

“State law does not allow us
to roll over a surplus from one
year to the next,” Sandvig
explained.

Sandvig pointed out that
using the surplus to supplement
the purchase of land in
Almaville would decrease the
amount the county will have to
borrow to build the school, and
thus lower the amount of inter-
est payment from the operating
budget. ¢

nold differing opinions

on national No Child Left Behind program

By B.). Chaplin
Staff Writer

Even three years after being
signed into law, Rutherford
County educators and princi-
pals still hold starkly contrast-
ing beliefs about the effective-
ness of the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001.

President George W. Bush,
NCLB’s most prominent propo-
nent, described NCLB as “the
cornerstone of my administra-
tion,” adding, “too many of our
neediest children are being left
behind.”

Under NCLB, each state is
required to measure public stu-
dents’ progress in reading and
math in grades 3-8 and at least
once during grades 10-12. By
the 2007-2008 school year,
according to NCLB’s official
Web site, assessments in science
will also be underway.

The results of these tests
must be provided “to give par-
ents easy-to-read, detailed
reports on schools and districts,
telling them which ones are suc-
ceeding and why,” the Web site
explains. The data is then bro-
ken down by race, ethnicity, sex,
English-language proficiency,
migrant status, disability status
and lower-income status.

“In the event of a school’s
continued poor performance,’
the Web site explains, “parents
have options to ensure that their

“It’s caused teachers to teach more
test-taking skills instead of life skills.
We focus more on numbers than we

do [on] the kids.”

— Noelle Bleecker

Cedar Grove Elementary third-grade teacher

children receive the high-quali-
ty education to which they are
entitled.

“That might mean that chil-
dren can transfer to higher-per-
forming schools in the area or
receive supplemental educa-
tional services in the communi-
ty such as tutoring, after-school
programs or remedial classes.”

According to the Web site,
under NCLB states and local
districts are now receiving more
federal funding ($23.7 billion)
than ever before for all pro-
grams under NCLB. The pro-
gram, the Web site purports,
also gives teachers and local
education agencies more flexi-
bility in the use of their federal
education funding.

“As a result, principals and
administrators spend less time
filling out forms and dealing
with federal red tape,” the Web
site says. “They have more time

to devote to students’ needs.”

Not everyone agrees that this
is the case, however. Third-
grade teacher Noelle Bleecker of
Cedar Grove Elementary in
Smyrna said NCLB has actually
caused more paperwork for
teachers and has raised other
problems.

“It’s caused teachers to teach
more test-taking skills instead
of life skills,” she said. “We focus
more on numbers than we do
[on] the kids.”

Bleecker said she agrees that
something needs to be done to
hold more students accountable
for grades, but as far as NCLB
goes, it is “way too much and
way too fast.”

A seventh-grade middle
school reading teacher in
Murfreesboro who asked not tp
be named agreed that students
must be held accountable as
well, but she also added she

believes others share responsi-
bility.

“When are you going to hold
parents accountable?” she
asked. She said other factors
must be addressed before focus-
ing strictly on test scores.

“We've got kids that don’t
know when their next meal is
coming,” she said. “I don’t
know how we’re going to raise
test scores while that’s the
precedence in their life.”

_ Teachers being reassigned or
fired due to new stricter creden-
tial requirements under NCLB
is also a concern, she said.

“It’s really hard to find teach-
ers that want to teach middle
school,” she said. “We’ve got
teachers that are going to work
out of MTSU ... and [will] be
more qualified to teach than
teachers who have been teach-
ing for years.”

Smyrna Elementary
Principal Richard Zago said that
losing teachers is not a problem
at his school.

“All of our teachers are qual-
ity teachers,” he said, but added
that other schools may have
other “issues” to deal with.
NCLB, he said, has “its positive
points and its negative points.”

“When you start looking at
schools that haven’t cared and
now they care because they're
forced to care,” he said, “then

See NCLB, 4
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Teacher: McCrary
hired at last minute

Continued from 3

of the new policy, principals
only had to call two references
per applicant.

McCrary had been hired on
August 5, 2003 - two days
before teachers were required to
report. Tune said that such last-
minute comings and goings are
not that uncommon.

“Generally, principals are
hiring right up to the first day
of school” and for the first few
days of the year, Tune said. She
added that Gill has to sign off
on all new employees.

McCrary would not have
been returning to SMS that year
because his contract was not
renewed. The letter informing
him of this was dated April 1.

McCrary was employed at
HHS from 1999 to 2003. He
resigned on July 31, 2003, citing
his family’s relocation to
Middle Tennessee.

The teacher had come highly

recommended from at least one
faculty member. Julia Barredo
Willhite, now employed at
Bilingual Integrated Services,
strongly recommended
McCrary as “a ‘team player”
and “a welcomed addition” to
any school faculty.

In addition, Linda Kennedy,
principal of Smyrna Middle
School and the person responsi-
ble for contacting references,
evaluating applicants and mak-
ing many of the hiring deci-
sions, recommended McCrary
as having an “excellent” quality
of work.

After graduating MTSU in
1995, McCrary was employed
by Bedford County Schools
from 1995 to 1998, then moved
on to DeKalb County for the
1998-1999 school year prior to
being hired on at HHS. @

Erica Rodefer contributed to
this story.

NCLB: Causing
changes in schools

Continued from 3

that’s a positive.”

Ivan Duggin, principal of
Holloway High School in
Murfreesboro, also said that
NCLB has been helpful.

“With NCLB, because it is so
inclusive, we've looked at these
subgroups in the total school
population to make sure we
haven’t missed anyone,” he said.

“The big thing it’s really
helped us focus on is making
sure every student is a target to
pass.”

Although Duggin said many
changes in his school preceded
NCLB, when it was implement-
ed, teachers still had concerns.

“There would be a feeling
[of] ‘how are we ever going to
get certain students to pass?’” he
said.

Readjusting under NCLB
meant that teachers had to use
different strategies, he said. He
likened the process to a football
or basketball game.

Teachers were able to take a
“look at the game plan” and
“make some changes,” he said.

Rutherford County Schools
spokesperson Jim Mahanes was
away from his office for several
days last week and thus unavail-
able for comment on NCLB,

but Metro Schools Coordinator
of Public Information Craig

Owensby commented on how

Nashville is adjusting.

The big question being
raised, he said, was how are
requirements going to be met.

“I would say the teachers and
the principals in general agree
with the goals,” he said, but
added that “some of the
requirements are difficult to
comply with.”

Controversy NCLB,
Owensby said, was very present
between the school board’s nine
elected officials.

“Definitely there have been
some strongly felt opinions,” he
said. “We've had them both
ways.”

He added that NCLB is still
in its infancy, and its effects —
whether they will be successes
or failures — may not be appar-
ent until a later date.

“Teachers and principals
understand that it’s a living
document and it will be chang-
ing as it progresses,” he said.

“It’s definitely caused a
change in the way we look at
our operations in general,” he
said. “It’s caused a lot of
thought ... a lot of change.” ®
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From the Associated Press

Tax Commission looks at income tax

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
The Tennessee tax study com-
mission, established to take a
thorough look at the state’s tax
structure after four years of bit-
ter and divisive fights in the
Legislature, has agreed on at
least one thing: The sales tax is
too high.

But members say they
haven’t yet decided how to
lower it, given the commission’s
charge to produce a “revenue
neutral” recommendation.

The Tax Structure Study
Commission is supposed to
deliver its official recommenda-
tion in two months. A bill pend-
ing in the Legislature would
extend the deadline to Dec. 31.

“I don’t think any legislators
want to have the report come
out on July 1 and then be in an
election campaign in August,”
said Nashville businessman
Nelson Andrews, chairman of
the 24-member commission
that has been studying state
taxes since February 2003.

At a two-day meeting last
week, the commission members
for the first time began debating
whether a state income tax
should be part of the solution
they recommend to the
Legislature.

Methodist: Issue still unresolved

Continued from 3

jurisdictions have been unwill-
ing to enforce church law,” said
Mark Tooley, a spokesman for
the United Methodist Action
Program of the Institute on
Religion and Democracy, a con-
servative advocacy'group.

Still, Tooley said the question
of homosexual clergy will
remain unresolved until the
General Conference or Judicial
Council passes legislation to
enforce church law.

The Rev. Elaine Stanovsky,
head of the Pacific Northwest
Conference delegation, which
ruled on Dammann’s case, said
the decision could influence
Dammann’s situation.

Dammann is currently on
family leave and awaiting a new
appointment by her bishop, a
process that could be affected
by the clarified interpretation,
she said.

“And the fact that there were
two dissenting opinions contin-
ues to affirm the fact that the
church is not of one mind
about these matters,” she said.

Saturday’s decision does not
seek to define what is meant by
“practice of homosexuality,”
only whether it can be used as
the basis for excluding someone
from ministry.

Traditionalists said the jury
in the Dammann case knowing-
ly ignored church law out of
sympathy for homosexual pas-
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tors. Conservatives came to the
national meeting intent on
finding a way to enforce the gay
ordination ban.

The debate over homosexu-
ality is expected to dominate
the agenda of the conference,
which is held every four years
and runs through May 7.

No one believes that the 8.3
million-member denomination
is about to break apart.

Delegates have rejected pro-
posals more accepting of sexu-
ally active gays by about 60 per-
cent to 40 percent over the
years.

That voting trend is expected
to continue among this year’s
1,000 delegates. @
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In prior meetings, many
members and presenters have
talked about an income tax —
both advocates and opponents
-~ but commission members
have generally been noncom-

* mittal, Andrews said.

After long debates in the
Legislature over what to do
about taxes, the state’s sales tax
rate was raised from 6 percent
to 7 percent on July of 2002.
Local governments can add as
much as 2.75 percent on top of
that, meaning a maximum rate
of 9.75 percent — one of the
highest rates in the nation.

The 2002 tax bill, which
raised other taxes besides the
sales tax, has meant almost $1
billion per year in new state rev-
enue. The study commission
was set up at the same time,
though some conservative legis-
lators argued it would pre-
dictably recommend a state
income tax.

That idea was central to the
long tax debates in the second
term of Gov. Don Sundquist.
Former Sen. Bob Rochelle of
Lebanon, sponsor of an income
tax plan, is among the tax com-
mission members. Andrews said
Rochelle had not advocated an
income tax in prior meetings,
but did so to some extent in last
week’s sessions.

Tennesseans with a decided
anti-state income tax attitude,
Rochelle told the group,
amount to only 13 percent of
the population, according to
past polls. “That’s not very
much,” he said. “But it looks like
a lot when they're all driving
around the state capitol,” a ref-
erence to the favorite mode of
tax protesters during the pro-
tracted legislative debate.

The panel’s charge in the law
that created it is to come up
with a “revenue neutral” recom-
mendation that would make the
state tax system more equitable
and competitive with other
states in recruiting business.

Commission members have
approached the idea of an
income tax rather gingerly.
Andrews said he and staff mem-
bers have already had “a few
callers jumping down our
throat” because they believe an
income tax recommendation is
at hand.

Andrews, a former chairman
of the state Board of Education
who once supported an income
tax proposal by former Gov.
Ned McWherter, said such a
recommendation is not neces-
sarily forthcoming and that
“I've tried to keep an open
mind” on the subject.

But the commission mem-

bers are unanimous in believing
the sales tax rate is too high, he
said.

“We are all agreed on that,”
said Joe Huddleston, a former
state revenue commissioner
who serves on the panel. But
reducing the sales tax would
require raising the lost revenue
elsewhere in order for the pro-
posal to be “revenue neutral,’
and so far the commission has-
n’'t decided how that would be
best done.

“I personally think it comes
down to either an income tax or
some other tax on wealth,” said
Andrews, who said all taxes
basically are levied on either
consumption — as with the sales
tax — or wealth.

Besides an income tax,
Andrews said, options on taxing
wealth include a statewide
property tax, or a vehicle tax
structured so those with higher
value pay a higher tax.

Huddleston said the current
tax system also hits businesses
hard enough that it is difficult
for Tennessee to compete with
other states. Businesses pay the
high sales tax rate on most of
their purchases, he said, and the
state franchise tax — which
amounts to a tax on business
property — is higher than in
other states. ¢

~ Needa
- summer job?
4 | Sidelines is now hiring for the

summer and fall semesters.
up an application in JUB 310.

&

' COMPUTER GAMING |
Murfreesboro LAN Parhy
TheGaminglan.com

Prizes/Music/Food/Fun

Lnreal 2004 & 2003
Battletield 1942
Countersirike
and many others

May 8"‘

PEOPLE DON'T ROAST
MARSHMALLOWS
OVER HEAT VENTS.

FIND THEM AT

RETAILER LOGO

SIDELINES MAKES
MINDS HAPPY,

BRAIN RESEARCH
STUDY
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From the Editorial Board

New screening policy
enough, but too late

What is more surprising: that Rutherford
County has had to again suspend a teacher for
sexual misconduct or that the school board did-
n't know about a pending teaching licensure pro-
ceeding against one of its own from his previous

8ig?

There's no doubt the school board has been
hit with more and more bad publicity for sus-
pension after suspension of teachers accused of a
misdeed. Indeed, Tommy McCrary — who was
suspended after the county learned of an investi-
gation into his conduct while he was a teacher at
Houston High School — is at least the sixth
Rutherford County teacher to either be suspend-
ed this school year or to go to court for offenses
related to inappropriate actions.

At long last and after much embarrassment,
the school board finally put together a compre-
hensive plan to improve screening of applicants
so that problem teachers — such as those who
have been taken to court over sexual misconduct
allegations or those who have been investigated —
are recognized before they are hired.

This isn't to say that a single complaint against
a teacher should be sufficient cause not to hire or
to terminate the employee. These complaints
should be fully investigated as to their legitimacy.

However, it is a huge problem when a school
district fails to learn of an investigation into sex-
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One last thing: This school’s got problems

For the past year, I've been
doing my best to guide Sidelines in
a more professional direction, and
I have to say I'm pleased with how
things turned out. We've investi-
gated claims, covered hard news
and taken stands that other
Rutherford County papers were
too scared — or perhaps too
embedded with local powers — to
report.

Of course, success comes with a
price, and many in the MTSU
community, including Sidelines’
staff, paid for it with our naivete.
Or, for you optimists out there, we
finally lost our blinders.

This year, we've exposed more
than a few school officials and
community members for who
they really are, as opposed to their
public, piles of smiles demeanors.

Who could forget the 8,000 dis-
appearing papers the day we ran a
story about two fraternities owing
the university $160,000?

This still goes down as one of
the biggest bonehead maneuvers
in the history of fraternity hijinks;
it even earned a 2003 Nashville
Scene Boner Award. Within six
hours of the papers magically
walking away, three newspapers
and two television stations were
on campus looking for interviews.

That’s what happens when you

American Bacon

Patrick Chinnery
Editor in Chief

Rutherford County’s esteemed
sheriff, Truman Jones, could stand
to learn the same lesson. Jones,
who must have the thinnest skin
and worst sense of humor of any
elected official ever, got his under-
garments in a twist over a throw-
away line in an editorial.

Having his general counsel
threaten the paper with a libel suit
wasn’t the smartest move, but try-
ing to intimidate the staff with
background checks was just asi-
nine, because courageous journal-
ists love to point out abuse of
power in their weekly columns
read by thousands of voters.

It wasn’t just law enforcement
who didn’t like our characteriza-
tions. After we ran the story
“Faculty, staff shushed by admin-
istrators” in November, one vice
president demanded a meeting to
deny that he had ever “shushed”
any of his staff.

But as one faculty member

entirely familiar with Southern
colloquialisms, I can only assume
the faculty member believed the
vice president to be protesting so
loudly because he had been
caught.

Whether or not that vice presi-
dent did enact a silence rule, there
was far too little serious discussion
on campus about the biggest crisis
this university has faced in recent
memory. There was certainly some
talk, and most people on campus
now know that the president, after
trying to commit suicide, received
a joke of a punishment from the
Tennessee Board of Regents for
sexually harassing his administra-
tive assistant. However, it was
always the exception, rather than
the rule, that people were willing
to take a stand.

Look at the Faculty Senate.
While discussing whether to hold
a vote of no confidence, most sen-
ators took the ignoble route of
burying their heads in the sand,
hoping the problem would pass
them by without having to make
their opinions known. Here’s the
kicker, though. While a vote may
have been delayed, The Problem is
around for months to come. With
a trial date in February 2005, it’s
inevitable that discussion about
what should’ve been done will

pleadings of MTSU ostriches, it’s
not in the best interests of this
university to forget everything
that’s happened simply because
the president remains in office. To
do so would not only excuse his
immoral behavior, but also cor-
rupt the very soul of this institu-
tion. So long as that man sits
behind a desk in the Cope
Administration Building, MTSU
will be viewed as the university
where sexual harassment is toler-
ated at the highest level.

Bottom line — for this universi-
ty to grow, McPhee needs to go.

Sixteen hundred of us won’t be
back in the fall, but as alumni, we
can still have a voice in how this
school’s run. I'm taking my stand
by refusing to donate a dime while
the harasser remains president,
and I encourage others to do the
same. TBR members obviously
haven’t listened to reason, logic or
their consciences during this
whole affair, but a drop in alumni
giving should turn their heads.

I love this school and am
thrilled I spent four years of my
life here. But until the administra-
tion undergoes at least one funda-
mental change, | won’t be back. @

Patrick Chinnery is a graduating

ual misconduct by a teacher until seven months political science major and can be

ifter the teacher is hired pick on the media — everyone else remarked later, “Pigs squeal loud- continue. reached via e-mail at
) It's niu‘ e kth sc.hool it dr it picks up the story. est when they're stuck.” Not being As well it should. Despite the pwc2c@mtsu.edu.
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decided to develop and implement the new poli-
cy, but the fact that McCrary was hired without
the board's knowledge of the investigation is
inexcusable.

Political correctness not nice

never considered {
myself politically correct.

WHAT A SCHMUCK!!!
Sidelines

Fie consensus to agree to dis-

Cave Canem v :
avow certain terms in the

The new policy — which will both ask appli- Then again, I've never hopes of not offending occasional P i
cants and their previous employers comprehen- strove to be politically ' Vl'-n x“ oton | anyone is naive. Someone’s watch for 3
sive questions about the applicant's career and incorrect either. But when N Salftotmst| - always  offended, so it head
whether they had been in trouble in the past — is someone recently stated | comes down to the choice mutton-heads.

a good thing, but it could have easily been too lit-
tle, too late for students, parents and a communi-
ty who expect more of their teachers. ¢

From the Opinions Editor

Liberal media ‘bias’
unfounded, until now

It's the last issue.
We’ve been through a lot
this year, and now my
reign of terror has come

Wendy Caldwell

that I misunderstood the
term “politically correct,” I
was surprised.

In a book review, I stat-
ed that a writer had
attempted to avoid argu-
ments based in political
correctness. My professor
seemed greatly disturbed
by this statement. I'd used
the term politically correct
to refer to cultural views
that could influence or dis-
courage debate. He stated
that it was no more than
the choice to not use par-

about U.S. military policy
soon after Sept. 11, 2001.
All  politics involve
issues of power. The poli-
tics in political correctness
are no different. The
power of political correct-
ness is to punish someone
for a point of view.
Without the use of any
individual offensive words,
Bill Maher, and later Rush
Limbaugh, two men from

of whose offense concerns
you more.

I could’ve found my
professor’s condescending
language and unwilling-

ness to hear my point of

view offensive, but because
I have no political power,
my offense need not con-
cern him. However, the
risks to a student in
offending a professor are
indeed reason for concern.

My professor suggested
that if 1 planned to seri-
ously continue my studies,

Quick — what’s a big-
ger threat to American
security today: bin
Laden’s millions of dol-
lars in hidden bank
accounts or an import-
ed box of Cuban cigars?

Call us crazy, but
millions of dollars that
can be channeled into
the hands of bomb-
wielding, = American-
killing terrorists is a little
scarier than whether
some rich guy wants to

money to, did business
with or traveled to Cuba
without  permission,”
according to a story by
the Associated Press.

2 ¢ Opinions Editor : - A - ; 4 y puff on the finest fatty
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w!‘dlcn.m.t ; '::] "‘:( f)i ing to do with ideas, hav- Fhelr politically incorrect He dldlﬂ seem to find admissions are any indi- investigations? Try
:;;" *Omh ; d p w '(t- , ing no power to influence ideas. it hypocritical to say I cation, the Treasury 10,683 since 1990.
IS WO IENE 1y wis ; : ke ? p thinking. When I said 1 thought needed to adopt his views Department hinks S we Bovwe Bocs thui
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R TR Pve heard countiess y my suggesting P Foreign Assets Control rorism is such a threat?

who repeatedly use this
as the basis for defend-
ing their beloved right-

anti-Bush jokes, all of
which are very amusing.
The best John Kerry joke

than ideas, then why is the
term needed at all?
Using offensive words is

That’s political correctness
as well, the turning of sim-
ple statements or disagree-

Considering my profes-
sor’s poorly formed argu-
ment, it was better advice

late last year revealed
that the Feds have 21
agents actively investi-

It seems to us that
OFAC is still stuck in a
Cold War mindset; the

- 1. h oht.] a matter of manners. Do ments into cause for politically than intellectu- gating violations of the Communists are the
wing leaders whenever any right-leaner can E e Allv - % ; -

h & PR Cm);c ug with is Botox we really need the term offense. ~ ally. i ) United States’ long- most evil people ever,
ti€ meaia: aiscovers ¢ P ’ politically correct to tell us Declaring that one is A student’s successful standing embargo  and all resources must be

of their screw-ups or
flaws in reasoning.
When George W.
Bush’s motives for war
came into question with
the perpetual lack of

and that’s only funny the
first 10 or 12 times.
News coverage may
not be the kiss-ass job
many people expect it to
be, but not all news is

when we’re rude?

The problem is that
political correctness is
something easier felt than
defined. Without a con-
crete definition, it seems

offended asserts the right
to ignore another’s view
and forces the considerate
or fearful to discontinue
sharing opinions.

For the narrow-mind-

advancement in the uni-
versity system can certain-
ly be affected by opinions
of the faculty. The politics
behind political correct-
ness demand that I watch

against Cuba, but only
four — count ‘em, four —
agents tracking down
accounts used to fund
terrorism.
Furthermore,

deployed to stop them
immediately. Bin who?
Oh, you mean the nice
fellow in Asia who tried
to defeat the Red threat
in Afghanistan?

Weaposs of - thalt way.d ¢ : that politically correct ed, claiming offense is a what I say. between 1993 and 2003, We have a lot less to
g('s:,u‘;m;:’ I\llt v[;asnt . n;telz otha ttemptlin'g means whatever is consid-  cheap path to elevate one’s Do 1 feel I have a valid only 93  terrorism fear from a 78-year-old,
ush’s fault. No. Damn to ho e media : A : . R :
: ; ered acceptable in the pol- own unsubstantiated views point about the strong- acc . - %
the liberal media and responsible for our lead- p P I g wccount  investigations  crusty-bearded dictator

itics of society.

above reproach. It also fur-

arm aspect of the political-

were conducted, yielding

of an irrelevant island

their anti-Republican ers’ shortcomings, it’s But considering the ther insulates insecure ly correct? Sure. | only $9,425 in fines. than a 47-year-old,
masterm!nds. tane we held those indi- divisions within American opinions from intelligent Considering the negative For 10 years of work, crusty-bearded jihad-

Running around  viduals accountable for political thought, concepts questioning. emotional response | they collected only waging fanatic who con-
screaming, “The terror-  their actions. of what is politically cor- It’s the debating equiva-  received from my profes- $9.000. Think that’'s trols a world-wide ter-

ists are coming,” isn't

There are no weapons

rect can vary.

lent of pleading the Fifth

sor, should I keep it to

rorism network.

. : : ridiculous? Get ready for
gong to make: Wthle Ofl SRS _destn;]ctlon, Many think that being Amendment. Someone myself? Probably. this.
nation forget that they unless you count the way olitically correct is to be usin the Fifth That would be the : ' 3 ioi ;
¥ cie anin a6 we et 46 foll onee p y S 8 In the same time peri Original article from
only ca ’ - liberal. Often politically Amendment effectively politically correct thing to od, the department has the Associated Press, post-

there isn’t solid proof
that anyone else is com-
ing to get us.

The media isn’t out to
get anybody. We're not
the press terrorists. We
have a job to do, and we
do it.

When people in posi-
tions of power repeated-
ly remind us of why they
shouldn’t hold that posi-

whatever is in our path
to greatness.

There is no liberal
media bias. There just
happens to be an abun-
dance of conservative
nimrods in positions of
power. If Republicans
want what they see as
anti-Bush coverage to
stop, they shouldn’t re-
elect him this year. ®

correct views are seen as
liberal, but it certainly
wasn't a liberal crowd that
cost Bill Maher his
Politically Incorrect show
after he was, well, political-
ly incorrect, in speaking

halts questioning by refus-
ing to offer answers, shut-
ting down the discussion.
Claiming offense effective-
ly shuts down a debate.

To suggest political cor-
rectness is just a general

It's over until June. We'll miss you.

slopinio @ mtsu.edu

do. &

David Cotton is a gradu-
ate student and can be
reached via e-mail at

dpc2b@mtsu.edu.

collected more than $8
million in fines, “mostly
from people who sent

ed April 29, via
www.sfgate.com.

Sidelines online poll results

Last week we asked readers, “Is it time
to reinstate the draft?”
Here's what you had to say:

Yes, America needs
soldiers to fight in

i i i : Iraq and
Editor in Chief Patrick Ch *
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M me;b;m TN 37132 | Sports Editor Colby Sledge | length and content. tive anyway.
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Students take advantage of sunny weather

By Laura Taylor
Staff Writer

The temperature is climbing,
the sun is shining and as spring
classes come to a close, there’s
no better way to celebrate than
to be outside.

MTSU’s campus is a great
place to get together with
friends to throw a Frisbee, take
a dip in the pool, toss a football
or just relax under the shade of
a tree.

Although we still have finals
ahead of us, many students have
decided to take advantage of the
nice weather by spending time
outdoors. Sophomores Mike
Flatt and Adam Swann like to
spend their afternoons playing
Frisbee on the lawn in front of
Peck Hall.

“It’s something to do and it’s
good to be outside,” Flatt says,
“and it’s a lot better than class.”

Since the semester is not
over yet, a lot of students also
like to sit outside to study for
their finals.

Erin Blasingame, a freshman
criminal justice major, stretches
out on a blanket in the grass to
study.

“If 1 have to study, at least I
can do it out here where it’s
nice,” she says.

Other students enjoy spend-
ing time outside with their

Annual

By Erica Rodefer
Features Editor

At this year’s Bonnaroo festi-
val, officials expect 90,000 excit-
ed fans to gather for the sake of
good music and good times.

“I'm all about seeing some
Willie Nelson and Bob Dylan,”
sophomore history major Paul
McKnight, who plans on

canine companions. Senior
Kelly Roberts likes to play fetch
with her and
Capone, on the expansive lawn
in front of the Murphy Center.
She says that it is good exercise
for both her and her dogs.

Gary Hawkins and his
Chihuahua, Chance, like to
move at a slower pace. They
meander around campus taking
in the sights and sounds of stu-
dent life.

“Chance really likes people;
he wants to meet everyone that
passes by,” Hawkins says.

For students who want to
meet new people while partici-
pating in outdoor activities,
there are several student organi-
zations that offer just that.

The newest is the Capture
the Flag Club, which is current-
ly being formed. The organiza-
tion’s president, Reggie Miller,
plans to hold a meeting soon.
The group will meet on a week-
ly basis on campus to play cap-
ture the flag.

The Ultimate Frisbee Club is
another option. Ultimate
Frisbee combines sports like
football, basketball and Frisbee.
The disc is passed up the field
from player to player until it is
eventually caught in the end
zone, president Paul Lindhardt
says.

“The club currently has a

dng\. Sativa

roster of 14 students and prac-
tices Monday, Wednesday and
Sunday from 7 until 10 p.m. on
the old intramural fields next to
the new honors building,”
Lindhardt says.

While many students enjoy a
high level of activity, others like
to just sit back and relax. There
are a variety of ways that stu-
dents can idly spend their time
while hanging out on campus.

Now that the weather has
warmed up, the most obvious
suggestion is the pool. It’s open
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 9 am. to 6 p.m. on
Saturday, and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
on Sunday. That allows a lot of
time for lounging around and
soaking up some sun.

“That’s where I'll be all sum-
mer,” says sophomore Ashley
Richardson. “It’s so relaxing to
lay out by the pool all day.”

Another way to enjoy the
outdoors at MTSU without
breaking a sweat is to watch
someone else do it. The baseball
team still has some games left to
play at Reese Smith Field, and
there are also a lot of intramur-
al sports teams that would be
interesting to watch.

So, to celebrate the begin
ning of summer, get outside
and experience all that MTSU
has to offer.®

Photo by Micah Miller | Staff Photographer

Photo by Seth Holland | Staff Photographer

Above, Matthew Johns and
Emily Thweatt practice on
campus Friday for an
upcoming footbag net
match in Memphis. Left,
Tyler Trout plays volleyball
at a Campus Crusade for

Christ party.

festival offers diverse musical lineup

attending Bonnaroo for the sec-
ond time this year, says.

“l1 want to get away from
town for a while, see some good
music and be entertained,” he
adds.

The third annual three-day
camping and music festival will
be June 11-13, 2004, on a 700-
acre farm in Manchester, Tenn.,
30 miles south of Murfreesboro.

“Last year I had to wait in
traffic for three hours — which is
a lot shorter than a lot of people
had to wait,” McKnight recalls.

For thousands, the music
makes the inconveniences of
sitting in traffic, sleeping on the
ground and three days without
showering worthwhile to thou-
sands of fans each year.

Bonnaroo organizers are

Photo provided by bonnaroo.com
Officials predict 90,000 concert goers at this year’s Bonnaroo music festival.

working on making the festival
more enjoyable for fans with
each vyear.

“We always try
We
improve services every yeal
from the Ken
Weinstein of Big Hassel media
says. “We will be having
and traffic

to improve

things. learn how to

one before,
new
activities, will be
improved.”

“The most important thing
that will be different will be yet
another amazing lineup we have
planned,” Weinstein says.

With notable acts like veter-
an artists The Dead, Trey
Anastasio, Bob Dylan and
Dave Matthews, and fresh
performers Damien
Rice, Burning Spear
and David Byrne, the
festival promises a
little something

that should appeal to everyone.

Willie Nelson and Gillian
Welch, Kings of Leon, Primus,
Gov't Mule, String

(Galactic,

Cheese Incident, Medeski
Martin & Wood, North

Mississippi Allstars and My
Morning Jac ket will also be fea-
tured at this year’s festival.
‘Bonnaroo fans appreciate
great music of all kinds,” Ashley
Capps, who works for one of
the festival's sponsors, A.C.
Entertainment, says in a press
release about the event. “We
want to reinforce that sentiment
with adventurous booking that
builds on a
solid foun-
dation
0 f
grass-
roots

MUSIC FESTIVAL 2004

rock.”
According to those who have
been, Bonnaroo definitely

attracts a diverse group of peo-
ple.

“It’'s a strange environment
—~ a very diverse crowd,”
McKnight points out. “You see a
lot of people on substances and
some that are oddly dressed.”

This year, however, there
should be a reduced number of
people using “substances.”

“Security will be tight.
Nothing illicit or illegal can
come through,” Weinstein says.

Everyone that passes
through the gates will be
searched.

For more information or
tickets to the 2004 Bonnaroo
Festival, go to
www.bonnaroo.com.®

Logo courtesy of bonnaroo.com
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Professor publishes book
about former sharecropper

By Michaela Jackson
Staff Writer

S(‘cmg someone who has
suffered great hardship and loss
triumph over their circum
stances and still find content
ment and joy in life can be one
of the mot rewarding experi
ences a person can have

Lucas Johnson, a professor
of journalism at MTSU, was
gi\'cn [hdl UPP!)I“I”II\ \C\('l.\]
years ago when he met and con
nected with a black 87-year-ol¢
former

sharecropper, Frec
Montgomery.

Johnson and Montgomer)
first crossed paths when
Johnson, who was then a
reporter for Ihc Associated
Prc\s, was .l\.\lgncd O write
story on the Alex Haley mus
um in Henning, Tenn

Haley is famous for writing
the book !\'(H’I.\.

As curator and a life-long
friend of Haley, Montgomery
had quite a story to tell.

Johnson easily understood
why Haley chose to center his
next literary project
Montgomery, but more impor
tantly, Johnson understood the
.\iglllflulma‘ of Montgomery's
life.

Mutual respect immediately
kindled between the two men
The relationship, like a surro
gate grandfather-grandson rela
tionship, was deep and heart
felt.

Haley had intended to write
the story of Montgomery’s life,
but after his death
Montgomery asked Johnson to
take up the project.

The result was Johnson’s first
book, Finding the Good: Two
Men — One Old, One Young

NO TUB, N0 CAR

NO BOYFRIEND,
T0O MUCH STUR

Bt r et

STUDENTS, G0 BY THE TAMES UNION
YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD N SIDELINES. ADS MUST BE RECENED BY NOON ON FRIDAY FOR THE
FOLLOWNG WEEKS PAPER

I didn’t have any

role models.
[Montgomery] has
given me a blueprint
on how to be a man
and how to deal with
life’s problems and

grow stronger.

Lucas Johnson
Journalism Professor

Forever ~Changed by the

ransforming Power of Faith and

I'he book, which is centered
wround Montgomery's life, is a
triumphant story of overcom
ing the bad in life to truly find
the :..ll“‘\!

Johnson also writes of some

of his own struggles in life, such

as growing up in disadvan
"‘1:.11‘(1. neighborhood
Memphis

Ihe umitying theme of the
DOOK IS the special relationsmp
that Montgomery and Johnson
have shared over the years

Johnson acknowledges his

relationship with Montgomery
as a “treasure,” and is grateful
for the influence that
Al }

Montgomery has had on his

life.

Johnson, who had 10 of his
near relatives become victims of
substance abuse over the years,
was in need of direction.

“I didn’t have any role mod-
els,” he admits. “[Montgomery|
has given me a blueprint on
how to be a man and how to
deal with life’s problems and
grow stronger.”

As Johnson shows in Finding
the Good, dealing with life is
rarely easy.

The book soulfully tells of
many of the uphill battles that
Montgomery has faced. He
overcame poverty and racial
barriers to receive an education
(even when it was self-adminis-
tered) and at 71 became the first
black mayor of his town.

Montgomery’s rise to victory
is an inspiring story for the
fighter in everyone.

Apparently, Hollywood has
faith in the power of this story,
too, because film there has been
discussion that Montgomery’s
life could be made into a televi-
sion program.

The poignancy in this story
comes from its I'CI(‘\'JH(C to
every person who reads it: no
matter the situation or circum-
stances, everyone needs to take
time to find the good in their
life if they want to be truly ful-
filled

In the
Montgomery, quoted from the

words of

Knoxville News Sentinel, “You
have to have faith, my child.”
Finding the Good is available
at major bookstores, as well as
at  www.amazon.com, and
directly from the publisher at
www.rutledgehillpress.com. @

BUILDING, ROOM 306, AND FILL OUT THE PROPER FORM IF YOU WANT

fOR STUDENT NON-COMMERCIAL, NON RETAIL PURPOSES ONLY

GooA luck on finals!

Sincevely,

the Features people
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1475 S. Church St.
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Welcome MTSU Students

STUDENT DISCOUNTS
(ID Required)

Phone: (615) 907-4080
8 a.m.-11 p.m. Mon.-Sat.

Students!

SUMMER W O R K

* GREAT PAY * AlLL AGES 1 8+
* CONDITIONS APPLY

* CUSTOMER SALE/ SUPPORT * NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED,WILL TR AIN

CALL ASAP

|
|
l 832-8047

l * FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES

workforstudents.caom
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MT Baseball

Next Game Friday
at New Orleans
First pitch 6:30 p.m.

SPORTS

MT Softball

Next Game Saturday
vs. Louisiana-Lafayette
First pitch 1:00 p.m.
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Golden Panthers snap Lady Raiders’ streak

By Jon Leffew
Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee Lady Raider soft-
ball team traveled to Miami over the week-
end, looking to extend their nine-game win
streak during a four-game series with the
Florida International Golden Panthers.

On Saturday, however, the Lady Raiders
dropped both games of the first double-
header. In the first game, the Golden
Panthers took advantage of three runs in
the bottom of the seventh to escape with
the 5-4 victory.

In the second game, the Lady Raiders
were defeated in a 1-0 pitcher's duel, drop
ping the Lady Raiders to 30-16 overall and
10-4 in Sun Belt Conference play and mark-
ing the first time the team suffered consec-
utive losses since March 22.

Despite the losses, the Lady Raiders can
still set up a conference regular-season
championship showdown (against the
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
weekend) with two wins on Sunday.

next

"These were two tough losses for our
team, but our players are focused and real-
ize what has to be done when we come back
Sunday|,” MT head coach Cindy
told MT Media relations. "OQur

on
Connelly

team has been on a good run, and we have
to regroup and try to start another streak."”

In the first game of Saturday's double-
header, the Golden Panthers took a 1-0 lead
in the bottom of the first after an RBI single
from Marleah Stapf. The Lady Raiders bat-
tled back, scoring four runs in the top of the
second thanks to a leadoff single from
Angie Huebner, three walks, an error and a
hit batsman.

FIU pitcher Kendra Laminack settled
down after the second, however, allowing
just four hits for the rest of the game. MT
threatened again in the sixth, but a flyout
and groundout ended the rally and strand-
ed two runners.

The Golden Panthers then rallied in the
final frame, getting two walks and a fielder's
choice before senior first baseman Cindy
Turek ripped a double to left field that tied
the game at 4.

After two more walks and an MT pitch-
ing change, Turek scored the game-winning
run on a single from Brittany Witherow.

For FIU, Laminack improved her record
to .500 (14-14) with the win by allowing six
hits and four runs in seven innings of work.
Trish White was given the loss for MT, her
first in three decisions, after coming on to
relieve Crystal Bobo in the seventh

Offensively for the Blue Raiders, Kristina
Heib was two-for-three on the day, and
Muriel Ledbetter had two runs batted in.

In the nightcap, fans were treated to less
offense and two brilliant pitching perform-
ances.

FIU's Amanda Nealer tossed a two-hit
shutout to outduel MT freshman pitcher
Ashley Frizzell, who gave up one hit and
struck out six. The only run of the game
came in the fourth, when Murray reached
base on a walk and eventually stole home
with two outs.

Despite the tough loss, Connelly was
impressed with Frizzell's performance on
the mound.

"|Frizzell] was outstanding out there,
and she deserved a better outcome,”
Connelly told MT Media Relations. "She
pitched a great game and has continuously
improved with each outing. Unfortunately,
we couldn’t put together enough offense to
get a win out of it."

The Lady Raiders will look to earn a
series split during Sunday's doubleheader
in Miami before returning home for their
season finale against Louisiana-Lafayette
next weekend. ¢

MT takes two of three against WKU

Rebounds
from 15-3 |
debacle in
first game gy

By Mark Emery and Colby
Sledge
Staff Writer and Sports Editor

Seniors Derek Phillips and
John Williams helped lead the
Middle Tennessee baseball team
past Western Kentucky 8-5
Saturday on Senior Day.

Phillips continued his out-
standing play on the year by
going 3-4, with two home runs
and a career-high five runs bat-
ted in. The two home runs were
the fourth and fifth of the sea-
son for Phillips, who is second
in the Sun Belt Conference in
batting average at .395. Fellow
senior Williams had one of his
best performances of the year,
going 7 1/3 innings with six
strikeouts.

Phillips' homers came in the
first and third innings and gave
the Blue Raiders a 2-1 lead. In
the bottom half of the fourth,
MT opened up the game with
four runs off starter Daniel
Faulkner. Marcus Taylor drew a
one-out walk and moved to sec-
ond on a wild pitch. Troy Harp
then got a two-out single to
score Taylor.

After Taylor's single, Eric
McNamee walked, and Chuck
Akers singled to load the bases.
Phillips again came up with a
big hit as he got a bases-clearing
double to put the Blue Raiders
up 6-1.

The lead held strong until
the eighth when the Hilltoppers
put up four runs of their own.
After a double by Matt Ransdell
and a one-out walk to Tim
Grogan, head coach Steve
Peterson went to the bullpen.
Williams left the game after
throwing more than 120 pitch-
es.

Danny Borne gave up a
three-run  homer to Matt
Gunning that cut the lead to 6-
4. After a hit batsman and a
two-out throwing error by Jeff
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Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer
MT junior Nate Jaggers connects in the Blue Raiders’ 8-5 win over WKU Saturday.

Beachum, WKU scored another
run, making it 6-5.

In the bottom of the eighth,
MT got a couple of insurance
runs. Taylor led off the inning
with a home run off reliever
Greg Durr. Beachum singled
later in the inning and scored
after a triple by Akers to give the
Blue Raiders an 8-5 lead.

After reliever Eric Blevins hit
the first batter he faced in the
ninth, Peterson brought in
Steve Kline, who got Matt
Johnston to ground into a dou-
ble play and then struck out
Grogan to end the game. Kline
picked up his fourth save of the

year.

The win was a complete
turnaround for the Blue Raiders
Friday,

from when the

Hilltoppers scored 12 unan-
swered runs over the last five
innings to crush MT 15-3. Cary
Page hit a three-run home run
in a six-run fifth inning, as
WKU took advantage of Blue
Raider Chris Mobley's lack of
control to take the first game of
the season.

Mobley (6-4) had three wild
pitches and three hit batsmen
on his way to giving up a career-
high eight runs on four hits.
WKU's Grady Hinchman (4-4)
also had control problems in
walking six, but he allowed just
three runs on four hits in seven
innings.

In the final contest of the
three-game series yesterday, the
Blue Raiders scored six runs in
the second and three runs in the

seventh en route to an 11-7 vic-
tory. MT (29-17, 10-8 SBC)
knocked starter Curtis
Morrison out early and held on
for the Blue Raiders' fourth
consecutive series win.

"The game was not out of

reach [after the second
inning)," MT head coach Steve
Peterson told the Blue Raider
Network after the game. "It was
never out of reach. I felt like
Western was going to make
another run once their left-
handers got up."

The game was far from pret-
ty, as the teams combined for
seven errors and a strong wind
played havoc with fly balls
throughout the game. WKU
(23-22, 6-9) attempted to rally
in the ninth, but the game

ended on a deep fly ball to cen-
ter field that settled in Chuck
Akers' glove.

"I know in our dugout
nobody was breathing easy until
that last fly ball hit to Chuck,"
Peterson told the Blue Raider
Network.

B] Church picked up his
third win of the year, giving up
seven runs (three earned) on
nine hits in 5 2/3 innings. Steve
Kline came on for the final 3 1/3
innings for his fifth save.

Morrison (1-2) took the loss
for the Hilltoppers after giving
up seven runs in 1 2/3 innings.

The Blue Raiders travel to
New Orleans next weekend for
a their final road conference
series of the season. Friday's
game begins at 6:30 p.m.®

Rhoden,

Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer
MT pitcher Crystal Bobo delivers as NMSU outfielder
Princess Moore squares to bunt in MT’s 4-1 win April 24.

squad

ready to improve
on strong spring

By Michael Bailey
Staff Writer

After setting the school
record for wins, going unde-
feated in the spring season and
earning multiple individual
honors, the Middle Tennessee
soccer team could easily
become complacent.

According to head coach
Aston Rhoden, however, the
Blue Raiders will enter the 2004
seasoh hungrier than ever.

"We are happy with the
strides we have made, but we
are not satisfied," Rhoden said
last week. "We know the [2003]
season could

more,” Rhoden noted. "Not
that anyone else did not
improve, but they seemed more
confident and relaxed."

Nevertheless, he warned that
not one of the 21 returning
members of the record-setting
2003 club should get too com-
fortable.

"We return a lot of starters,
but in our world what you did
last year has little bearing on
the upcoming year,"” Rhoden
said. "Competition is a given
for us. We don't bring in people
to develop; we bring in athletes
to challenge our players."

Courtney Dunlap, a four-

time All-State

have been
better for
us."
Rhndcn.
the reigning
Sun Belt
Conference
Coach of the
Year, went
on to say the
burning
desire comes

“We are

with the strides we
have made, but we
are not satisfied.”

— Aston Rhoden

Soccer head coach

honoree from
Donelson
Christian
Academy,
headlines the
five newcom-
ers. The All-
American
forward/mid-
fielder set the
state career
goals record

happy

after losing

some games the team "had no
business losing” and knowing
how much his players and staff
have committed to the pro-
gram.

"Nothing surprises me when
I think about all the time and
hard work the players and
coaches devote to achieving our
goals,” he said. "What surprises
me are the inconsistencies
within the team."

The disappointments in the
fall spurned Rhoden to apply all
energies in spring practices and
scrimmages toward maintain-
ing their exceptional efforts
while also elevating less para-

mount performances. The
result was an unblemished
spring record (10-0-1) and

progress from several key play-
ers.
"Claire
Holmes
[Perreault]

Ward, Rachel
and Danielle
improved much

last  season
with 184 and ranks 11th all-
time in the nation in career
goals.

Kayley Forrest rejoins
Franklin High School alumnae
and current Blue Raiders Sara
Wohlhueter and Katy Rayburn
on defense. Forrest earned All-
State honors while leading the
Lady Rebels to back-to-back
state titles in her junior and
senior campaigns.

Halley Dawe, an all-district
performer for Westwood High
School in Austin, Texas, and
Jenny Manis, a goalkeeper from
Pensacola, Fla., will add depth
to the Blue Raider bench.

Rounding out the geograph-
ically-diverse group is well-
traveled Debs Brereton, who
hails from Middlesbrough,
England, and comes to MT via
Northeastern State Umversm

See Soccer, 9

File Photo

MT forward Rebecca Rodriguez looks to pass to Laura
Miguez in a 6-1 win over Birmingham Southern Sept. 21.




SIDEUNES @ Monday, May 3,2004 ¢ 9

ied from 8

in Tahlequah, Okla.

Although competition can
sometimes create division or
contempt within a group, the
Blue Raiders are taking steps to
avoid such growing pains. MT
will begin fall practice in
London, England, where every-
one will be exposed to compa-
rable levels of stress, not just the
newcomers.

Rhoden wants to use the
nine-day trip, over which his
team will train eight days and
play during four, as a bonding
experience in which the girls
will enter from heterogeneous
backgrounds and emerge as a
unified team.

Soccer: Team to visit London

The stiff competition against
top club teams from London,
Manchester and Birmingham
should also help the Blue
Raiders prepare for their jour-
ney through the 2004 schedule,
which begins Aug. 27 at
Southeastern Conference foe
Mississippi State.

"We know there are two ways
for us to get into the NCAA
tournament: win the confer-
ence tournament or get an at-
large berth," Rhoden said. "To
get an at-large berth, you have
to play the SEC, ACC and
Conference USA, but our sights
are set on winning the regular
season championship and the
conference tournament. That's
our mission." ¢

- Ssports@msu.ed
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Employment

Gary Force Acura currently
has an opening for a part-
time receptionist/telephone
attendant to work in our
Cool Springs dealership.The
details are as follows:
Qualifications-applicant must
have a positive, cheerful dis-
position and be comfortable
operating a paging/intercom
system. Applicant must also
be able to operate a |5 line
telephone system with voice
mail. Start as soon as possi-
ble. This position will work
on Fridays from 9 AM to
7PM, and Sat. from 8AM-6PM.
$9 per hour. Locatied at
1634 Westgate Circle in Cool
Springs. Interested individuals
may contact Neal Jennings at
615-377-0500.

Work with children in the
outdoors! Spend the summer
at our resident camps near
Nashville, TN . Looking for
individuals with experience in
horse back riding lessons,
ropes course, lifeguarding, art,
drama and outdoor skills as
well as RNs, EMTs, cooks and
general counselors. Salary
also includes room/board and
paid training. Make a differ-
ence in a child’s life. For more
information see our Website
at www.girlscoutsofcv.org.
Email cdirector@giriscout-
sofcv.org or call 800-395-
5318 or 615-383-0490 ext.
282.

Nannies of Green Hills, LLC
is seeking loving, energetic,
experienced caregivers to fill
several part-time, full-time,
long-term and after school
positions. All families are pre-
screened and ready to meet
you. Interested nannies
should call us at 353-7194 or
352-7967.

Need Money? Student advi-
sors are needed for 120 unit
off-campus MTSU apartment
community. On-site training,
cash referrals and generous
hourly salaries are included.
Call toll free, 1-866-594-5470
to make an appointment with
Kimberly Sanders.

Bartender Trainees
Needed!

#250 a day potential. Local
positions. 1800-293-3985 ext.
305.

Now Hiring Part-time/full-
time front desk associate! All
hours available. Need some-
one to work weekends |,2 &
3rd shift. Need someone to
work Tues/Thurs 3pm-| |pm.
Super 8 Motel in Lavergne. |-
24 exit 64.25 min. from
MTSU. Please apply in person.
Mystery Shoppers Needed!
Earn While you shop!

Call now Toll Free 1-800-467-
4422 Ext. 13400

Male college students needed
for a psychological study of
prison life: $70 per day for |-
2 weeks beginning May |7th.
For further information and
applications, email:

prison.study@wku.edu

Internships

FASTTRACK
INTERNSHIPWork in
Nashville this summer. Make
$630/week. Call 579-4513.

Do you need to prepare for
graduate school? To qualify,
student has to be a low-
income/ first generation or
underrepresented student with
a desire to achieve earning a
PhD. Have a 2.8 GPA and 60
earned credit hours by May
2004. For more information,
contact the MTSU McNair
Scholars located in
Midgett 103 or call 904-8462
for more information.

Opportunities

Need a Calligrapher for invi-
tations. Will pay. Call Matt @
615-516-4393 or 615-319-
3072.

Are you interested in
earning a PhD? Would you
like to have your own per-
sonal research mentor?
Would you like to receive
funding while conducting
research ? Are you interested
in preparation for graduate
studies? If you answered yes
to the above questions, please
contact the MTSU McNair
Scholars Program.The
McNair Program is located in
Midgett 103. Our staff would
like to tell you more about
our distinguished program.
Information may also be
found at:

http://www.m ir

Services

STEEL BUILDINGS. Spring
Clearance. Factory Seconds &
Freight Damaged 20x36, 30x48
Priced to sell w/ financing. No
reasonable offer refused 800-
405-7501.

ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main Street, Suite
121, Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard Accepted.

Sales
Automotive

‘91 Nissan 300zx. Black wigrey
cloth, 5sp., new engine w/ 88k,
117k on body, 99% perfect inte-
rior. A beautiful Z that turns
heads. Asking $6995. 615-243-
6875.

2001 GZ250cc. Green Suzuki
Motorcycle/ kept inside. All
accessories included. $2900.
Please contact: Marsha Mann
615-237-3189.

17" Giovanna racing wheels
with tires, $600 firm. 615-542-
7998.

‘97 Ford Explorer, Eddie Bower,
Fully loaded, 101 k miles $6,000
obo. 6,500 obo w/ system-

Alpine CD, 2-12" infinity subs w/
amp. Please Call 615-498-1099.

‘92 4 DR Ford Taurus-3.8 L V6
SFI-103K, CD, Runs great, Heat
works. No A/C.$1250 obo.615-
217-6945.

‘03 Honda Civic, EX, 2 DR, 5-
speed, 7k, pwr windows, door-
locks, mirrors, sunroof, keyless
entry, spoiler, factory warranty.
$14,850. 931-607-9077. Wk: ask
for Matt 615-883-4333.

‘95 Honda Accord Ex, 170 k, V-
Tec engine, new transmission,
sound system, rims. Must sell.
Call 615-478-2354.

‘98 Camaro for Sale. 68 k miles.
Pw locks, CD, Keyless entry,
Auto, V6. $7,100. Call 931-607-
9077

‘90 Olds Cudass Calais-Good
shape. $800.615-542-1951, leave

msg.

‘91 White Toyota Tercel. Two-
Door Hatchback, Runs nice,
looks nice. 131k First $1,500
takes it. 615-403-3191.

Miscellaneous

Books for Sale for $10 less than
bookstore prices: Legal prob-
lems, Copyright Law, Music
Publishing, Survey of American
popular  music, American
Literature, Artist Management.
Hannah 615-497-1576 or email
hmg2c@mtsu.edu.

Blue sectional with hidabed &
recliner built-in,$300. Queensize
bed with frame,$300. Call Betty
895-9103.

Computer desk $25. GT trick
bike $250 obo. Fender bass and
amp $200 obo. Call Matt @
615-516-4393 or 615-319-3072.

Engagement/Wedding Ring. 1/3
solitaire engagement and wrap
style wedding ring. 24 k gold.
Bought new for $680 asking
$500 obo. Contact Paul 890-
6634.

2-12 in. Blaupunut speakers and
box. 250 watt mtx amplifier.
$200 obo. Call 615-476-4090.

Scuba gear!! Fins, booties, mask.
$200. Call Amanda 653-3046.

Roommate

Nice Duplex, located in
Residential area of South
Nashville on the way to
Mufreesboro. Only 30 min. drive
to MTSU. C/A, ceiling fans, dish-
washer, disposal. Non-smoker.
Call 315-9523 Michael.

Roommate needed in nice
house on Lytle St. $200/month +
utilities. Studio space and
screened-in porch. 867-1993.

Female Roommate needed for
May, June, July at Sterling
University Gables. Rent $330,
Cable included. Call 731-343-
1699.

Roommate wanted. 2 BD house

| block from campus. June.
$297.50 + utilities. Private BD.
Extra attic storage. Big back

yard. Friendly  neighbors.
Contact 217-1920.
Roommate wanted.

$247.50/month, water paid,
other utilities shared. |5 min.
walk from campus, Call Brian
895-7792.

Female roommate needed for
summer months. Close to cam-
pus rental house. Rent $217. Call
615-896-3125 or 931-215-
5482. Ask for Step or Rose.

For Rent

Apt.for rent 2 BD, 2BA, large liv-
ing room w/ fireplace. Water
included, gated, nice community.
Access to exercise room, pool
and Laundry facilities, Call 615-
867-9527.

Apt. for rent Sterling Gables,
4x6 Walk-in closet, private bath
w/ Shower. Prefurnished, near
pool/club house. Take over 2nd
wk. of May. $425mo. Call Adam
410-474-4703.

Recently renovated 3 BD,2 BA
house with central heat and air
within walking distance of cam-
pus. Available june |, 2004.
References required. Call 893-
4768 or 907-1080.

2 BD, 2 BA Brick Garden home
in Black Fox Crossing, just min.
from |-24, Bi-lo, Wal-mart, and
MTSU. Located on quiet cul-de-
sac with wide, open lot to one
side. Vaulted and Tre Ceilings
throughout, landscaped patio in
back. Available early May.
$850/mo. Call 615-525-8762
for more details.

Newer 3 BD 2 BA house for
rent, 5 min. from MTSU.Washer
& dryer included. $870/ month,
includes lawn maintenance.. Call
Neil for more details 615-482-
1941.

Now leasing for May-5 BD
house with walk-in closets, large
screened porch, spacious
kitchen, W/D provided, large
fenced in yard, lawn care provid-
ed, 2 BA, hardwood floors. New
carpet and paint $1500/mo. plus
utilities. Call Matt 456-1793.

New Homes for Rent. 2 homes
near MTSU. 3 BD, 2 BA, walk-in
closet. Available immediately.
Lease thru June, 2005. No pets.
23325 & 2329 Plymouth Ct See
photos: www.ericblum.com or
207-7878.

2 BD Historic apartment. Close
to MTSU-all modern conven-
iences. Centrdl Hear & Air.
Water furnished. $600. 895-
0075.

Subleasing

Need to sublease | BD/IBA
apt. from beginning of May to
end of july $390/mo.
Amenities pool, exercise
room, flaundry facilities & vol-
leyball ct. Electric will be put
in your name. Water fur-

nished! If interested please
call immediately 615-497-
1576, or email
hmg2c@mtsu.edu.

Summer subleaser needed for
room in fully furnished, pool-
side apt. at Seriing University
Gables ASAP !! $330/mo. gets
you access to ho ttub, pool,
workout facility, sand volley-
ball, game room, and free tan-
ning. Washer/dryer,T| inter-
net, & utilities included.
Friendly roommates already
there. Call Nathan 513-739-
2010, email jnj2d@mtsu.edu

Need Male subleaser for a 4
BD 2 BA apt. in Sterling
Gables. Urtilities and electrici-
ty included. Move in May.
$325/month. Call Clay at 865-
660-204| for more details.

Summer subleaseer needed
for a | BD in a 4BD/4BA at
Raiders Crossing, LR,DR,
Kitchen, Wash/Dry., utilities
and cable, high speed inter-
net, pool, workout. $400/
month includes all of the
above. 3 other roommates
gone for the summer; you
will have it to youself. Mid
May until Fall Semester. Call
Carrie @ 865-740-9133, or
Steve @ 865-405-4833.

| BD in a 4 BD apt. for sub-
lease in University Courtyard.
Take over lease ASAP Al
inclusive rent is $355/month.
931-624-3500. Ask for |eff.

Subleaser needed ASAP for
summer!!! | BD/BA. $350/
mo. All utilities paid. W/D
included. Free tanning, pool,
tennis court, exercise room.
Call 615-907-4710 or 731-
607-1444.

Summer subleaser needed. 4
BD 2 BA Aptat Sterling
University. Will pay May and
August rent. Poolview, 24/hr
work out facility. Call Kara
812-5272.

Summer subleaser needed.
Female subleaser for | BD in
a 4BD/2BA at Sterling
University Gables. Early May-
Early August. Rent is $335
including ALL utilities! May's
rent and August’s rent
ALREADY paid! Please con-
tact Elizabeth at 907-7336!

Male subleaser needed for a
4 BD/4 BA apt. @ Raiders
Crossing. Great roommates,
free tanning, work-out facility,
gameroom, pool, hot tub.
$399 rent, includes water,
electric, premium cable, and
T3 internet W/D included.
$11 phone bill. Available in
May. Call Brad at 653-5338.

| BD/ |BA at Raiders
Crossing. Will pay 1/2 first
month’s rent. Call 615-542-
7951, leave msg.

Sterling Gables | BD. Female
roommate wanted.
$350/month, many amenities
& furnished. Call 542-4027.

Room available at Sterling
University Gables. It is a 4 BD

apt. that is furnished. Please
call 615-504-1475 if interest-
ed. Ask for Jennifer.

Male or female subleaser
needed for summer @
Sterling University Gables.
Great roommates!
$350/month. Call David @
498-2513 anytime.

Female Roommate wanted @
Sterling Gables in furnished 4
BD, 2 BA including
washer/dryer. Access to fit-
ness room, tanning bed, pool,
hot tub. Rent $330/month,
includes water electricity, eth-
ernet. Move in ASAP until
August ‘04. Call Megan @
364-6019.

IBD, |BA Apt. to sublease,
across the street from MTSU.
Need someone to take over
lease ASAP. Call Barbra, 481 -
3620.

4BD/ 4BA Apt. Female sub-
leaser needed ASAP!
Awesome roommates! Tennis
court, basketball court, out-
door pool, free tanning.
University Courtyards. Top
floor apartment. $395/
month. All utilities included.
Call 289-7931 if interested.

Do you want to get off
Campus for the summer?
Spacious BD with personal
full bath, clean carpet, fur-
nished(w/washer/dryer) with
ALL utilities included!!!
Share with one respectable
female roommate.
Downstairs unit in University
Courtyard for $485/month!!!
Call for negotiations: 904-
8861 and ask for Jamie L.
Looking to sublease as early
as May 2004.

Pets

Female Cat for sale. She is
very friendly and sweet. She
loves to play. She gets along
with other pets and can be
inside or outside. Please call
Melissa 615-591-7151 or 615-
414-6321.

Female Sugar Glider for Sale
with 4x5 wire Cage, other
cage content included. Asking
$375.A $600 value. Call 615-
519-1637.

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible only
for the first incorrect insertion
of any classified advertisement.
No refunds will be made for par-
tial cancellations. Sidelines
reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement it deems objec-
tionable for any reason.
Classifieds will only be accepted
on a prepaid basis. Ads may be
placed in the Sidelines office in
James Union Building, Room
310, 0r faxed to (615) 904-8193.
For more information call (615)
904-8154. Ads are not ac

over the phone. Ads are free for
students and faculey.
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YeAR-END SPORTS REVIEW

Track, basketball squads
highlight ho-hum season

Sports commentary

Colby Sledge
\'pm ts Editor

. |

Tennessee's

While

Middle
women's athletics enjoyed
unprecedented success this sea-
son, the men finished the year
decidedly average.

Kermit Davis' young basket-
ball team enjoyed a memorable
night at Murphy Center, but the
football team had an entirely
forgettable campaign.

Mardy Scales and the men's
track squad continued to set
school records and compete in
national events, while the coun
try club sports-tennis and golf-
never found their identities in
sub-par seasons.

Now, after much considera
tion, deliberation and procras
tination, here are my men's ath
letics superlatives and lowlights
for the 2003-2004 season.

Best Individual Athlete:
Scales. In a sport that garners
attention only at the Olympics
and various other multination
al events, Scales is this school's
best hope for a world-class ath
lete. After l\unmmg the 2003
NCAA 100-meter OQOutdoor
National Champion last spring
and winning a gold medal in
the 400-meter relay at the Pan
Am Games over the summer,
Scales led the men's team to its
fourth Belt
Conference Indoor title, setting
school and conference records
in the 200-meter dash along the
way.

Scales then finished second
in the nation in the 60-meter
dash, finishing two one-hun-
dredths of a second behind the
winner. Scales, a native of
Franklin, Tenn., and a graduate
of Centennial High School, has
earned five All-American hon-
ors during his time at MT and
will easily leave as one of the

consecutive Sun

most decorated athletes in
school history. Here's wishing
good luck to him at the

Olympic trials in Sacramento,
Calif,, this summer.

Coach of the Year: Davis.
After leading the Blue Raiders
to their first winning season in
four years, Davis coached this
year's squad to 17 wins, the
most victories since the 1997-
1998 season. After losing lead-

ing scorer Mike Dean to a l).m-
ken hand just two days before
the SBC Tournament, the Blue
Raiders defeated host Western
Kentucky 76-62 and almost
upset  eventual uh.lmpﬁnn
Louisiana-Lafayette before
falling 70-66.

Davis' greatest effort this
vear, however, has come after
the season. After landing a top-
25 recruiting class last year that
included starting point guard
Brvan Smithson, Davis has
signed three junior college stars
.n;(l two local high school
standouts over the past three
weeks. Add those }‘l.l\(‘l\ to 6
foot-8-inch behemoth Steve
Thomas, who sat out last year
after transterring from Georgia,
the Blue have a
legitimate chance at making
their first NCAA Tournament

since 1989

and Raiders

Former

of the Year:

coordinator Stewve

Goat
defensive
After
debacle against D-I1 opponent
Atlantic, M1
klh)‘\\h not 1o

Davis the incredible

Florida rans
should have
expect much from the defens
for the rest of the season. The
group finished the season next
to-last in the conferen

vards allowed, includin

4 vards p

ing more than 2

per game, worst SB(
After the loss t« Louisiana
Latayette (mor that later
Davis' fate was sealed. On a pos
itive note, new deiensive coor
dinator Mike Collins' use of
mulllg‘ll defensive backs has
.lf[(.ld\ received _‘xnu;x CVIEWS

this spring

Best Moment:
Full House on Feb. 26. Aaron
Todd's dream easily the
highest point for MT athletics
in recent history, as 11,807 fans
watched the Blue Raiders wal-
lop WKU 73-59. Fans sat in the
aisles as the fire marshal looked
the other way. The month-long
efforts of Todd, who was diag-
nosed with cancer a few months
earlier, did not go unfulfilled as
the entire community rallied
around its university. The
crowd broke the all-time atten
dance record at Murphy Center
set in 1974 and hopefully gave a
glimpse of the future of MT
athletics.

Operation:

was

Worst Moment: While the
football team's last-second sea-
son-opening loss to Florida
Atlantic was gut-wrenching, at
least it wasn't raining. The Blue

Raiders' 57-51 four-overtime
loss to Louisiana-Lafayette on
Nov. 15 may have been the
worst game since the team
entered the Sun Belt in 2000.
Less than 2,500 fans (no matter
what the box score may tell
you) watched in a cold drizzle
as ULL's Jerry Babb, the lowest-
rated passer in the conference
coming into the game, threw
for 435 yards in a game that fea-
tured three MT quarterbacks, a
receiving clinic by Fred Stamps
and a straight-faced lie by the
SBC commissioner's office in
order to proceed with a give-
away celebrating the confer-
ence's new attendance "record."
After the game, Babb was
ecstatic, Andy McCollum was
fuming and Steve Davis was all
but fired.

The "Who Are These Guys?"
Award: The golf and cross
ountry teams in a tie. Dismal
finishes (seventh and eighth in
the conference, respectively),
zero fan base and a lack of out-
standing individual performers
has at least one editor wonder-
ng if a cash-strapped Title-IX
chool really needs these sports.

gets a bye for

nis team

I'he Last Great Hope Award:

eball team, who

I e Das went to
the NCAA Tournament last
vear but has endured an up

g Vhil
and-down season so far. Whil¢

setting an attendance record

was nice (mostly because of the

unabashed bribes of airline
I-shirts), the

likely have

tickets and free

team will most
win at least seven of its remain
Ing nine games t\ld(‘l to earn
an at-large berth if they don't
win the SBC title. This weekend
served as a microcosm of the
season, in which MT was blown
out 15-3 at home Friday before
winning 8-5 Saturday. Will the
real Blue Raiders please stand
up?

All in all, the year wasn't that
bad for men's athletics at
Middle Tennessee. Men's track
maintained its standard of
excellence, the basketball pro-
gram steadily improved and the
baseball team still has a good
chance to make the postseason.
But when we look back in 10
yvears on this season in Blue
Raider men's athletics, this year
will likely be considered simply
average.

We hope. @

Photo by Julie Madewell | Staff Photographer

MT sprinter Mardy Scales is the defending 100-meter outdoor national champion.

Sports commentary

4":)

Matthew Adair
Assistant Sports Editor

‘ Well, we're at the end of the
| road at last, aren't we? Another
| year at Middle Tennessee has
| come to a close, and what a year
| it's been.

MT's women's athletics have
struck their share of high notes
this  year, demonstrating

i impressive athletic talent collec-
tively and individually to bring
the university to new heights in
Sports.

Highest on anyone's list of
best women's performances this
year are easily the Lady Raiders'
basketball team's dynamite vic-
tory in the Sun Belt
Championship, seizing a 79-57
win over Western Kentucky to
take the conference title as well

| asaspot in the NCAA women's
tournament-their first time to
do so since 1998.

The team further amazed
fans by upsetting 12th-ranked
North Carolina 67-62 in the
first round of the NCAA tour-
nament, marking their first

advance to the second round of

tournament play in 21 years.
The that the Lady
Raiders were defeated in their
next match against Notre Dame
lidn't matter to the fans. They
1ad done something that only
women's basketball
squads in school history have
done, and that's easily enough
to make them the best MT
women's team of 2003-2004.
I'he ladies' tennis team had

fact

two other
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its own share of championship
play, although they were defeat-
ed by UALR in the first round
and had to settle for two conso-
lation victories to end in fifth
place.

Many of the team's victories
came with the help of Manon
Kruse and Carien Venter, who
climbed their way to the No. 8
doubles pair in the nation as of
April 27 with a 25-3 record for
the season, with only one of
those losses coming during the
regular season.

Jennifer Klaschka and Laura
McNamara also proved to be a
power to be contended with this
season, taking a win percentage
of 77.7 with a record of 21-6.
The two climbed as high as 48th
in the nation in doubles play,
which they achieved on March
23 after MT beat Bowling Green
4-3 two days before.

From power hitters in ten-
nis, we switch over to power
hitters in softball, where
Cortney Mitchell is proving
herself to be best over-all slug-
ger for the Lady Raiders.

Mitchell was recently award-
ed the distinction of Sun Belt
Hitter of the Week for the third
time this season, and for good
reason. As of April 26, Mitchell
was hitting an average .473, the
third best average in the league
and one which includes 46 runs
scored and 40 runs batted in,
both new school records.

Mitchell ranks third in slug-
ging percentage (.890), seventh
in runs per game (1.05) and
second in home runs (10) this
season, putting her in con-
tention for an All-America title.

For the distinction of MT's
fastest woman, we turn to the
track and field team and

MT junior Ditte Jakobsen and the Lady Raiders were 2003-04 Sun Belt champions.

MT women delight fans
with records, SBC titles

Rosemary Okafor, three-time
SBC Performer of the Week for
the outdoor track and field sea*
son.

Okafor shattered Nadia
Graham's 1996 record time of
55.56 seconds in the 400-meter
dash, running in 52.41 during
the NCAA Championships dure. |
ing the weekend of March 12-
13, a personal best for her for
the indoor track season. Shg
also came within one second of
breaking Dionne Rose's 1994
record of 6.89 in the 55-meter
dash during the Jan. 24 Blue
Raider Invitational.

Outdoors, Okafor set school
records in the 200-meter dash
(23.61) and 800 meters
(2:10.03), while helping her
teammates to beat the NCAA
regional mark in the 400-meter
and 1600-meter relays. |

Rounding things out is the
MT soccer team, which con-
cluded an unbeaten spring sea-
son of 10-0-1, including eight
shutouts, making them the only
unbeaten team on the campus
for the season. 0

The newest side of the Blue
Raiders, the soccer team was
formed in 1996. Coach Aston
Rhoden credited the squad's
resounding success to their pool
of veteran talent an experience
in playing together as a team,
and it looks as though the Blue
Raiders will continue to play as
strongly for the fall as 21 mem-
bers of the team return for play.

With the season winding
down, all of MT's women ath-
letes can look back on the past
year with pride. 2003-2004 has
been packed with plenty to be
loud and be proud about, and
one can only hope that the com-
ing year will be even better.

File Photo

Visit the message boards a
www.mtsusidelines.com.
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