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Lady Raiders

By Tiffany Gibson

Assistant News Editor

The Lady Raiders partici-
pated in Think Pink to raise
awareness and funds for breast
cancer while basking in their
victory over Western Kentucky
University.

The game took place on Feb.
17 at 2 p.m. with the Lady Raid-
ers displaying pink uniforms
as a closing to the Think Pink
week of 2008, which began on
Feb. 8.

The pink uniforms were do-
nated by Tommy and Dean
Hodges and were auctioned off
after the game to raise money
for breast cancer research

The Basketball
Coaches Association established
the concept for Think Pink in

Women’s

2007 to focus on the awareness
of breast cancer in athletics and
communities

“We are just glad to be able to
doour part [to raise awareness),”
Rick Insell.

“We are only one of 600 schools

said Head Coach

that are participating this year
in order to raise funds.

In 2007, only 120 schools par-
ticipated in the “Think Pink”
campaign; however, as of now
over 600 basketball teams have
come together for the cause.

In attendance, fans wore pink
to honor breast cancer survivors
and support the WBCA and
Kay Yow Cancer Fund. Actual
members of the audience were
recognized during halftime,
along with a special video clip
displayed on the scoreboard

screens, presenting three breast
cancer survivors.

“I am so pleased with the
crowd and the excitement they
brought to support our wom-
en’s team and raise awareness
for breast cancer,” said Presi-
dent Sidney McPhee.

In addition to support, fresh-
man guard Anne Marie Lan-
ning and sophomore forward
Brandi Brown both have family
members that were diagnosed
with breast cancer

I think it’s good because it’s
helping a good cause and 1 feel
like we're supporting some-
thing special,” Lanning said.

After the game, each player’s
jersey was auctioned off with
the proceeds going to the Kay
Yow Cancer Fund, as well as
the Middle

Center.

[ennessee Medic al

“Everyone has just been more
involved, and by coming out to
see the game and the
of the jersevs, evervone will |
more aware that it can happen
to them,” Brow:

Overall, Think Pink was a
success witl ttendance ot
6,968 fans ncredible
$5,000 raised for sophomore
guard Chelsia Lymon’s pink
jersey, which was ultimately the
highest amount

“I would love to see this as an
annual tradition to continue to
raise awareness for any kind of
cancer including breast cancer,”
McPhee said.

hink Pink’ for breast cancer

e
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Senior Amber Holt, along with her teammates, wore pink jerseys in Sunday’s game against Sun Belt Conference rival Western
Kentucky University. This game was apart of the WBCA's “Think Pink” campaign, which promoted breast cancer awareness.
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Stimulus Package

Responsible spending will be key to
success.
See OPINIONS, 4

New Orleans

Getting back to normal after
Katrina has taken years, and it's
far from complete.

See FEATURES, 6

Lady naidrs had off Lady Toppers
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Movie questions electoral fraud

By Alex Moorman

s News

Contributing Writer

With the recent international wave of disputed elections, and the
presidential contest approaching, many Americans are wondering
how they can be certain their vote will count this November.

David Earnhardt raises the same issue in his new film “Uncount-
ed,” which the MTSU Film Guild will screen Tuesday at 7:45 in
room 221 of the Ned McWherter Learning Resource Center.

Earnhardt, the film’s writer, producer and director, will be on
hand after the film to answer questions, along with Hooper Penu-
el, the administrator of Rutherford County elections, and Donna
Yates, president of the Tennessee Association of Election Officials.

Earnhardt is an Emmy-winning producer and director, and has
produced documentaries, entertainment programs and education-
al videos.

“College students are looking for a cause, so we, the Film Guild,
are trying to get them involved in something that affects all Ameri-
cans,” said Justin Stokes, president of the MTSU Film Guild and
sophomore electronic media production major.

“Uncounted” argues that election fraud changed the outcome of
2004’ election, leading to further fraud in 2006 and threatening

See UNCOUNTED, 3

King, Malcolm X meet in play

t have one without the other.”
By Daniel Potter s

Mullir
Community News Editor

15, who helped orchestrate MTSU's production of the play
from its inception, first read about “The Meeting” while research-
ng Malcolm X

When Luther Buie, interim director of Intercultural and Diver-
sity Affairs, looked to sponsor an event for Black History Month,
“he was the one who pushed me to start this play [here],” Mullins

The disparate views of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X
will meet head-on tonight in the Studio Theatre of the Boutwell
Dramatic Arts Building.

“The Meeting,” a one-act,play by Jeff Stetson, will depict an en
counter between the two men at 7:30 p.m. tonight and Tuesday
night. Admission is free.

said.
Planning for the production began in October, and because the
theatre department’s budget was already set for the year, funding

The performance is directed by Crosby ssociate professor
P y Crosby Hunt, associate p ? instead came from Intercultural and Diversity Affairs.

of speech and theatre. King is played by Alex Clayborn, undeclared
freshman, while Malcolm X is played by Henry Mullins, a senior
in theatre.

Mullins said he hopes “a different type of audience sees this play
— those curious about its politics, as well as fans of pure theatre.

“xar X : o Mullins also expects the play will stir interest in the two men.
We want people to leave with a different perspective,” said stage

manager Alexis Smith, senior theatre major. The play encourages
empathy with both characters, Smith said. “It’s short, but it’s very

“You're going to want to know more about these two historical
characters,. he said. “Malcolm X isn’t talked about.”
“Malcolm X needs to be read about. Malcolm X needs to be talk
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to the point.”

Mullins, said King and Malcolm X “were both working for the
same message. They were both working” to strengthen and unify
“blacks as a people.”

The dynamic between the two “wasn’t a competition.” Malcolm
X is often viewed negatively for advocating black nationalism in
contrast to King’s goal of black integration, Mullins said, but “you

ed about.”
Still, the play is fictional. Both men “do some things that are un-

characteristic of their nature,” Mullins said. “1 wish thev would’ve

.\'t‘c' PREV’E‘V, 1
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Faculty member Lucas
wins John Pleas award

By Faith Franklin

Statt Writer

[his vear’s recipient of the John Pleas Faculty
Award is Marva Lucas, director for academic en-
richment and associate professor for the Depart-
ment of Mathematical Sciences.

Upon learning that she won the award Lucas
felt “humbled.” This is the second year Lucas has
been nominated for the award.

“In my opinion the people in the past who have
been recipients of the award have been outstand-
ing individuals,” Lucas said. “For me to be named
in that group was humbling to me.”

Lucas was notified about the award three weeks
ago by last vear’s recipient, Connie Jones chair
person for elementary and special education

‘Dr. Lucas was selected because of her service
to students that was above the requirements of a

faculty member and department chairman, Jones

said. “We are all pleased about her award and fee
it is well deserved

Prior to becoming the director for academi
enrichment Lucas was the chair of the develop

mental studies department from 2002 to 2006

Lucas also oversees the University Seminar

Program, which provides assistance to aid fresh-
men and transfer students in making the tran
sition to the university. The University Seminar

Program has proven to boost graduation and re

tention rates.

Lucas has also received numerous grants in-
cluding one that has provided ACT preparation
workshops for ethnic minority students.

Most recently she was awarded a Tennessee
Board Regions Access and Diversity grant which
provided academic support for students enrolled
in the Scholars Academy and funds for additional
graduate assistantships for deserving students

Lucas enjoys interactions with students.

“My focus has always been on working with ‘
students who have been admitted to the univer-
sity, but perhaps need additional academic as-
sistance to enhance their chances of successfully
achieving their goals.”

Receiving the award has inspired Lucas, “I have
always worked on behalf of students, sometimes
you run into challenges, [but this award| inspires
you to LCL‘;‘ ;Hlllg.” she said.

The John Pleas Faculty Award was established
n 1997 inn honor of John Pleas, MTSU Professor

of Psychology, who retired in the spring of 2004.

l'he award is presented annually to a minor-
faculty member who has demonstrated excel
lence in teaching, research and service. ‘

Nominees of the award should have a record of
outstanding service and have completed five or
of service at MTSU.

Lucas received her award Feb. 13 at a ceremony,

more vears

which was held in the Tom Jackson Building from
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| Henry Mullins plays Malcolm X, left, in “The Meeting.” Alex Clayborn, right, plays Martin Luther

King Jr. in the play, which runs at 7:30 p.m. tonight and Tuesday in the BDA Studio Theatre.

met more.’

The play is set on Valentine’s Day, 1965 — a weck
before Malcolm X’s assassination

“I think it’s Malcolm’s play,” Hunt said. The
character changes during the play. “He was be
ginning to soften some of his stances.”

“There’s a lot of discussion,” Hunt said, but the
P]‘l\ consists of more than just two men shouting

their [‘]Hln\nphl\‘\. “We worked hard to kL'(l‘ on

pace, he said.

o that end, the play contains various stage
directions to signify' thematic elements and help
break up the dialogue.

Gary Brown, a senior science major, plays the
bodyguard Rashad. “Even though it’s a fictional
event, the thought of the two men meeting and
the conversation” that ensues is “very thought-

}‘ll)\llkil\_}_‘\.w h«' \(H\i
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University celebrates women’s history

By Andy Harper

Feliton ( hie
he Junc \nderson Women Cenle
strives to unite NTSU e \
with its semester lone

en's History NMonth

It 1s wonderful 1o« e
\\H’LVMLIH;:LHL' “';“|'|"“"“"
rv of women. sard Teret lohoso h
for the JAWI( I his vear i ) I i
it offers, there 1< something fon

Ihe theme for the nrontl Fenm
Now.” Johnson <aid the then as cho
to represent the whole ¢oll
and fl\[\lx”:_“'\lm!l st to the "

“"We want peaple to ke

part of women's history. loh
far the student i venient )
ing. Weve had

coming in

Johnson also said <h

Middie

oming to the center mnquint v about the

nonth

| |»|\ 11 ln ||-Q i|< Hest ) { 1" ) ]

ye .H|\v_u|v\[lv

\ '-""]'”'}1 1o the Web site fon the Nation
NWITI

o Women's Thstory Projedt the

titoned Congress in 1987 1o expat d th

reviously denoted Women's Thistory AV

r*l‘ivnilh. cntire month of Nare h

Since then. the National Women's Histo

¢ Month Resolution has been continually

d with bipartisan support bet!

(TR BLERAN

he House l']nl Senale

\Itho \"‘|| the ofhicial Womens | listory

donth s

Narch Johnso \l'-' 1he "lv"l"‘

wm of women's history should he viewed as

s ”-'l‘l" nimnme 11 the

i Wi 4] «‘l!:'l!\”‘(,‘l\ learn abont

ywmen through the studv ol history, sdi
h. k1 ish. anv sub [ 1¢ s

l stouate ot Rol

a Walker, the featured keynote spe

March 11

Walker, black fer
olor Purple

tker, on
ol Alice

it ol they of “Th

Walker is the daughter

| itke her mother, Rebecca Walker is also

i author .||\1l‘i tivist. She has wiitten nu
To Be Real: lell
ind Changing the Face of

Black, White

utobiography of a Shifting S

NCrous I\nnl\‘\_ 110 |llq||lw

ne the lTruth

Femimism and i Jewsl

I
\fter graduating from Yale University in
1992, Walker

Foundation, a nonprofit group that works

co-founded the Third Wawve
(O Support voung women working towards
and social TSt

l«\]ll'}

has done for

sender, racial, economi
Ve are so excited about Re becea,
son said lo see what she
omen and feminism is amazing
F'or more information on Women s His
toryv Month, plcase \nder

son Womer nter an tl lames Umon

visit the June

Tennessee State Univérsity -

3/ ferzaaivie N

'February 21, 7 p.m.
Nikki Giovanni

Race in the 21st century

February 25,7 p.m.
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‘Geri Allen guest lecture/recital

February 27, 7 p.m.
Miss Universal Woman Scholarship
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Rebecca Walker
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Continued from page |
the ontcome of 2008's election
Fvewitness accounts from whistleblowers are backed up by elec-
tion experts in revealing the coalescence of Jim Crow tactics, elec-
Lronnc voting mag hine see urity breac hes, vote count n .:I\n;‘lll.l(ltlll
and illegal behavior by a major voting machine manufacturer, the
film's distributors said
Robert lames Pondillo, an assaciate professor at MTSU teaching
clectionic media communication, is responsible for bringing the
C S |||‘1»\ln.,|m]~.|\
h a large audi-

Pondillo said.

showing the film to suc

It s great that they ae
n heo nsually they just have house patrti

3 '
Farnhardr usually just goes honse to hoase to show the tillm, It's a

1V grasstoots effort
Stokes satd the Film Guild had put up posters and distributed
posteards, as well as publicizing via WMTS student radio and
MITTV. Stokes said he considers it a great opportunity for students
to learn about the status our democracy

Ihe Film Guild believes it is st the federal gov-

movie, Stokes

the '('i‘iIH: gt
rnment that made this a great time to show this
said, s going to b mobtivating students| for a causc

Roth Pondillo and Stokes e e
Pondillo s
ind strong public reaction

I Amencan

t the film to make students un-

omilortahle vd he h \‘w\li‘ il will stimulate interest

s don't caretully examine the voling system here,

Pondillo said, we conld eastlv s i Orange Revolution similar to
the one mm Ukrame in 2005
Stokes said the Filim Guild aims to energize students to act.
We have to get them off the couch, we have to give them a cause

to hight for and todav this is one where they can really make a dif-

Stokes sard 1s students can make a difference.”

In the story “MT disabled students
offered help,” the contributing
writer’s name should have been

printed as Alex Moorman.

Sidelines regrets this error.

Chuck Palahniuk.
Bram Stoker.
George Orwell.

Matt Groening.
Kurt Vonnegut.
Ernest Hemingway.

And you.

Get started at Sidelines.l

slnews@mtsu.edu slstate@mtsu.edu
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OPINIONS

Letters Policy:

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all readers. Please
e-mail letters to slopinio@misuedu, and include your name and a phone
number for verification. Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters. We

reserve the right o edit for grammar, length and content.

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit student-produced
newspaper of Middle Tennessee State University. Sidelines publishes Mon-
day and Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and Wednesday dur-
ing June and July. The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual

writers and not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU

From the Editorial Board:

Katrina continues to affect lives,
media needs to acknowledge this

Media mention of it is about as rare as Osama bin Laden. What-
ever happened to that guy anyway?

“It” is the infamous Hurricane Katrina. You know, that devas-
tating storm in August 2005 that caused more than $82 billion in
damages and claimed more than 1,800 lives?

The same storm also destroyed everything except the physical
life of Aaron Wibright, but what about the lives of all the other
survivors of Katrina?

Who gave these people relief? What about families torn apart?
When can people return to their homes? Where did they go? How
is the reconstruction going?

Why aren’t the major news corporations covering this?

Wibright is not the only person with a story of loss. There are
thousands of people who, years after the event are still affected and
still struggling to survive. And it isn’t just people, its also cities
and homes and years of memories that have been pushed aside by
media corporations who want to air clips of vet another Clinton
Obama debate.

The only thing that has a relatively strong pulse in the wake of
Katrina is the tourism industry. It seems kind of tragic that a state
would be far more concerned with how much money
make from Hawaiian-shirt wearing, Crocs-sporting, fifty-some

they cai

thing bald guys than building homes for their citizens. Now that
would be an interesting story

Even here in Tennessee, relief still continues for those devastated
by the tornados, but how goes the relief? It sure would
know, even if it boils down to a five-minute cli
news.

Now there’s no use in beating a dead horse. B
can't really ignore the elephant in the roon
aside, lack of media coverage of the Katrina aftern
covery, because no one really knows how bad 1t

We, as mass media consumers, never got ans to the questior
posed in news coverage. The matter was simply washed aw:

The irony of this is we, as an editorial board of a newspaper, are
complaining about lack of media coverage. Then again
be noted that we try to do the best we can, but just simply cannot
afford the high-tech and in-depth coverage. But vou, the reader,
probably already knew that.

Faces in
the Crowd

How do you feel about the city
of Murfreesboro’s plan to install
red-light cameras at major
intersections this summer?

t should

Elsey Olivo

“I would not see any problem with it. | am not sure what they
would use the cameras for besides traffic, but | think it's a good
idea.”

-Nathan Elsey, junior digital animation

“If that's going to free up the police to do other jobs, then that
will be a bonus to the community. I'd be more agreeable if you
pay the fine and it not go on your record.”

-Katherine Olivo, senior business economics

Larson Fendley

“I think it's a good thing. It will definitely make Murfreesboro
safer. People should control the urge to run a red light.”
-Brad Larson, sophomore aerospace

“It will be good for roads especially like Rutherford Blvd. It

should make trips to campus a lot safer.”
-Paul Fendley, sophomore basic and applied sciences
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Package unlikely to stimulate economy

The economy is slowing, so much so
that Congress recently approved a stimulus
package in order to alleviate the possibil-
ity of a recession. The slowdown has been
provided by a game that spawned the “sub-
prime” mortgage crisis, which is essentially
Orwellian newspeak for “stuff that needed
to be illegal in the first place.”

It is important to understand that the
type of market economy codified by Adam
Smith, the one on which our model is
based, allowed for government, i.e. “the
people,” to oversee conduct in the private

| sector. The idea that the doctrine of laissez-
| faire gives the right of the government to

regulate business with an eye towards cor-
ruption, such as externalizing costs in the
form of pollution, exploiting labor for all its
worth, consumer fraud, collusion and ma-
nipulating the books is a myth propagated
by capitalist greed-mongers in order to
snow-job an ill-informed public into sur-
rendering its rights.

President George W. Bush has said, and
continues to say, that the United States’
economy is fundamentally sound. (Argu-
bly, this requires a willful suspension of
sbelief: the kind that can be supported
tual contortions and voodoo

but doesn’t hold up too well

¢ ld light of common sense.) The
Onsie widget deficit, trade deficit, and
tanking adollar are ti
eed to support my positior
risis i1s merely a syi IpLos
inderlying cause, of our de

woes fueled by a culture
placency

Some may argue that debt is )
cause it will be offset by econon
sion. While that may be true in some cases
that does not mean that it 1s wise to assum
that it will be necessarily true in all cases
The Great Depression happened.

Wealth and value can be produced in ba

Philosophers an
Ploughmen

By Benjamin Harris
Staff Columnist

e

sically three ways: either by performing the
labor necessary to convert raw materials
into goods, providing services, or by creat-
ing ways to improve the human condition,
for example, innovating technology that in-
creases the efficiency of human labor. The
stimulus package can accomplish none of
these. While it may succeed in providing a
job-creation boost by injecting capital into
the system, any perceived increase in pros-
perity will likely be temporary.

What to do with a stressed system that
1s over-capitalized? Inject more capital/li-
quidity. For example: when investors panic,
the Federal Reserve banks cut interest rates,
encouraging dollar liquidity. The Dow
lones industrial average then shoots up.
Has more value and wealth been added to

¢ market? More likely, inflation is biting
back from the supply side. For example, if

¢'s dollar-denominated portfolio gains 5
percent, but the dollar loses 10 percent, you
have more dollars, but vou have less wealth.
Of course, the government doesn’t figure
food and energy into its “official” core in-

Oh ‘.\\li

data

who needs food and

flation

CNCIrEV anvways?

This sort of monetary policy is compa-
rable to providing a fix for an addict. It’s
quick relief, but there is a substantial risk of
negative consequences.

So, who is to blame for this mess? There
certainlyisalot of finger-pointing going on.
Is it the Bush Administration? Arguably the
Bush Administration has done more to ex-
acerbate the problem in a shorter period of
time than any government in U.S. history,
but it would be an oversimplification to lay
all of the blame there. Is it corporate greed?
Corruption in big business and banking is
a factor. Is it the welfare state, or a lack of
personal responsibility? Rich people aren’t
the only ones capable of being greedy.

The idea that people have the right to live
above their means hits the core of the prob-
lems that must be addressed.

Capital liquidity is no substitute for find-
ing ways to cultivate our human resources
more effectively. America was, at one time,
the leader in innovation and productivity.
That is no longer the case, as evidenced by
the trade deficit. In spite of this, Americans
have maintained a sense of entitlement that
has caused us to become overly complacent
in the technological age. We will eventually
be forced to abandon our state of denial, but
we would be better off if we did so willingly
in order to get down to some much needed
problem solving sooner rather than later.

However, the prevailing climate of op-
posing hard-line ideologies whether they
are economic, religious or political, is poi-
sonous to the type of communication and
cooperation that will be necessary to right
the ship.

Unfortunately, if the history of empire is
any indication, the odds are stacked against
us.

Benjamun Harris is a senior guitar perfor-
mance major and can be reached at bmh2q@
mtsu.edu.

Bonnaroo line-up divides fans

Presence of Metallica leads some to believe that the festival
has gone too far; others welcome departure from “the norm”

By Gregory Rudy

Guest Columnist

The initial lineup for this year’s Bonna
roo Music and Arts festival was
on Wednesday Feb. 6 to both cheers and

released

jeers from would-be Rooers. Once consid

ered by many to lead the pack of summer
jamband festivals, Bonnaroo has moved
in a markedly different direction. Seattle

based grunge rockers Pearl Jam and metal
icons Metallica will occupy two of the three
coveted headliner spots this June 12-15 in
Manchester.

Gauging from the buzz on Internet mes
sage boards and social networking sites,
some people think the change is too drastic
a departure from the 7 year-old festival’s
roots. Music fans haven'’t forgotten Metal-
lica’s Napster fiasco in 2000, and they still
haven’t completely shaken off the image of
the band that sued their own fans. On the
official Bonnaroo message board, where
members were asked who they wanted to see
most out of the initial lineup, only 1 of 13

Managing Editor
Mary Rose Fox*

sidelinesmanager@gmail.com

Sports
Richard Lowe

slsports@misu.edu

Production
\my Jones

sttads@mitsu.edu

I'e \;‘Hl‘.\i\!\ listed Metallica as one of their
top choices. 7 listed Pearl Jam and other
popular mentions included Willie Nelson,
I'he Allman Bros. Band, Robert Plant & Al
son Krauss, Lupe Fiasco and Broken Social

Scene. None of them mentioned controver
stal rapper Kanye West

Electronica egrass, country, hip-hop,
az7 '..H gO5] | WK Music 1in . mvri
i 1 h re E”x\ﬂ'h'd n
Bo | offer the kind
of eclectic lineup that fits the festival's mis

ston, they have 1o« l to reach outward

and book artists that previously would have
I'he recent trend of

bands like Clutch,

never been thought of
booking heavier rocl
Tool and Mastodon is a refreshing change
from when metal went unrepresented at the
granddaddy of all summer music festivals.

This year will be my seventh Bonnaroo
experience. I've seen it change firsthand
over its entire history, and seen differ-
ent traditions stay constant, drop off and
emerge. The traffic and camping amenities
have constantly improved over the years,
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attendance has swelled, shrunk and leveled
out; but the main reason for the festival’s
existence has changed.

Sure, you can always count on mainstays
like the Silent Disco, The Art of Such n’ Such
and the giant mushroom-shaped fountain
being there. A handful of faithful returning
bands like Umphrey’s McGee and Grateful
Dead bassist Phil Lesh will be there to keep
the jamband fans satisfied, but what started
as a festival dominated by one genre has
evolved into a purposefully diverse lineup
so expect a different experience from years
past. Yes, corporate sponsorship has been
invited in to what started as a grassroots
event. Has it changed our state’s biggest and
best music festival for the worse? I'm glad it
has changed as much as it has. I keep going
back every summer because I enjoy seeing
it change and have a different experience
each time.

Gregory Rudy is a junior digital animation
major and can be reached at gwr2d@mtsy,
edu,
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Last week, we were saddened to hear of the catastrophe that oc- ND A L TT%,'E RAIAL
curred across our state. It hit closer to home when a fellow institu- | =4 5 -3 < NEVER HURT 0 ONE...
tion of higher education was badly damaged. Union University was nlonc
very fortunate in that there were no student casualties. In speaking ~ "And Friends Frank Hasenmueller

with Union SGA President Stephen Lynch after he had observed
the damage, he said, “With all of the damage that was done, some-
one should have died.”

MTSU has various student groups attempting to get things to-
gether to assist Union students in their time of need. One key area
that has been brought to my attention that the students are in im-
mediate need of is school supplies. Therefore, the MTSU Student
Government Association will be coordinating with other higher
education institutions across the state to help gather these sup-
plies.

WELL, I'M
BACK.
I

V

e @

Over the next two weeks, we will be collecting school supplies to
include the following: pens, pencils, calculators, notebooks, note- /1
book paper, scissors, highlighters, tape, staplers, staples, book bags,
white-out, etc. MTSU students will be traveling to Union to deliver
these goods over the next two weekends and to assist them with

their efforts to start classes as soon as possible.

“Last-Ditch Effort” www.lde-online.com

We would be much appreciative to have support throughout
the Murfreesboro area in our efforts to assist a fellow Tennessec
community in their time of need. Currently, there are drop-oft
areas designated in Philips Bookstore (MTSU Keathley University
Center), Blue Raider Bookstore (Greenland Dr.), and Office Depot

(Memorial Blvd). We will be adding drop-off areas the further into
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“Lighten Up!”

Katherine Lawn, guest comic

Learn about elders
while there’s time

By Caroline Ruse
Red and Black

My Grandpa was known in
my family as “The Grump.”

He earned the nickname be-
cause he was always telling us
kids to “keep it down.”

“For crying out loud!” he’d
bellow, when something really
annoyed him.

But he wasn’t always grumpy.
He watched The Price is Right
religiously for as long as I can
remember. He loved margaritas,
and when he got drunk, he’d
wave his hands around to make
a point.

Recently, I went home for the
weekend to see my Grandpa,
knowing that his health was get-
ting worse.

My brother and 1 planned to
visit my dad’s apartment, where
my Grandpa lived, around 10
Saturday morning to spend the
day with him. We got the call
just a few minutes before leaving
the house.

He had died early that morn-
ing.

It was hard to believe. Just
months ago, in September, he
was taking shots of tequila with
his four grandchildren on his
90th birthday.

On Christmas Day, we had
eaten popcorn, exchanged jokes
and opened presents.

When I arrived the day of his
death, I could see the empty hos-
pitat bed through the open door
of my Grandpa’s room. They
had brought in the bed just a few
days earlier so he could sit up
comfortably.

Now the blankets and sheets
were folded neatly at its foot.

“He was only in that bed for

three nights,” my dad and his
sister kept saying.

“He didn’t have to suffer. He
was lucky,” they said.

Yes, he was lucky, but I was
not.

I had never had the courage to
ask him more about himself.

I wanted to hear about his ad-
ventures as a pilot in World War
11, about his plane going down
in China.

I wanted to know where he
had traveled in the world as an
international pilot.

I wanted to know how he met
my grandmother.

But I can't tell these stories,

‘because I never heard them. I

never asked.

Since his death, I have found
out more about my grandfather
than I knew during his life. For
starters, his real name was Jack
Stiles Ruse, not John Charles
Ruse, as my family always had
known him. Why he changed
his name is just another ques-
tion I'll never get to ask.

I know I'm not the only stu-
dent at the University who has
lost a special grandparent, but if
yours are still alive and healthy, |
urge you to ask yourselves: How
much do you know about your
grandparents?

1 know they sometimes can be
boring, old-fashioned and hard
of hearing.

Maybe they are even grumps.

But I hope you will find the
patience and the courage now to
find out who they are.

Don’t make my mistake and
wait until they’re gone to find
out who they were.

Red and Black is the University
of Georgia’s independent student

newspaper.
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“Lunchtime”

Student gives opinion
about going to class

Like many people on Sidelines’ staff,
particularly the Opinion writers, I have
received scathing e-mails from Dr. Louie
Haas. If you haven't yet received one and
you write for Sidelines, then you haven't
made it. Haas has a point, though. I rou-
tinely drag myself out of bed at five in the
morning to make it to my German class at
8 a.m. in the BDA - certainly not my fa-
vorite thing to do in the morning, but I'm
trudging right along. We get sick some-
times, yes. It’'s our responsibility, however,
to be mature adults. You can’t miss three
days in a week and expect leniency. Seri-
ously. So, suck it up and go to class. If |
have to, the rest of you should, too. This is
one time when I can honestly say | agree

with Dr. Haas.

-Matthew Hurtt, junior liberal studies

Professor compares past
attendance policies

I found the editorial on absence policies
to be of interest, not because | agree with
it or disagree with it, but rather because
it pretty much sums up the worst of the
thinking on the topic—with not so much as
anod to nuanced perspective

I've been at MTSU nearly 10 vears and
have experimented with attendance poli
cies quite a bit (having them versus not
having them), and would like to offer a
few additional thoughts on the matter.
For my first seven or eight years at MTSU
I had a fairly “typical” (i.e. demanding
attendance policy. Then I started experi

patrickthebeaver@yahoo.com

Martin Fox

Letters to the Editor

menting to see what would really happen
if I didn’t have one. I mean, what would re-
ally happen? Would my classes decay into
chaos? Would I be a party of one keeping
myself company in a vast, empty class-
room? Would student grades improve?
Would they slump? I had to know.

What I have found is interesting, and al
ways pretty much the same. Here is what
happens in a course with no attendance
policy at all:

1) Most students attend class every day.
This shouldn’t be too surprising. All it
means is that the majority of students feel
that money has value. Missing class is ex-
pensive regardless of the reason and most
students know it should be kept to a mini-
mum.

2) A few students—maybe four students
in a class of 20—almost never attend class.
It makes sense, since | would think that 20
percent of any group might not be able to
stand me. So | would prefer that students
who aren’t interested in my boring old self
would go find something truly interesting
to do, and that chronically sick students
would stay home and get well. I mean this
sincerely

3) The few students who never attend
class have the most far-fetched expecta-
tions of the course, and of me. These few
usually interpret the lack of an attendance
policy as a basis for expecting near-infinite

slack” in other areas. They are genuinely
stricken when I tell them that since they
missed their privately-scheduled exam
retake (for which 1 made a special trip to
campus), they don’t get another chance.
This is the toughest part for me. And if

they simply don’t care, then it comes out in
class in the form of cluelessness that causes
evervthing to grind to a halt, literally, while
they “catch up™ on the class’ time

4) All student grades are generally lower.
Particularly the students’ who don’t attend,
but also—get this—everyone else’s as well.
Yes, when the classroom scenery constant-
ly changes (because of student absence),
all students seem not to perform as well.
A student’s presence or absence in class ac-
tually affects, for better or for worse, the
achievement of the class overall.

My purpose here is to show that there
are both good and bad things about having
open classroom attendance, though in my
experience, mostly bad. Here is an incon-
venient truth: that having a low-tolerance
attendance policy may have nothing to do
with being “un-adult” and forcing students
to attend class under pain of whatever, and
everything to do with providing the class-
room environment most conducive to stu-
dent achievement overall.

Remember, as a professor, that’s one of
the things I get graded on.

-Ric Morris, professor of foreign language

Rec Center parking lot
needs to be fixed

I agree with the person who wrote in
with regards to the Rec Center parking lot.
The parking lot is a joke. It is unbelievable
that this is so out of control at such a big
university. Not only do we have trouble
parking close to classes, now we have to
navigate through craters to get to a space.
It really is unacceptable.

-Taylor Dugger, senior educational and
behavioral sciences

Candidate Profiles:

Hillary Clinton
Barack Obama
Mike Huckabee
John McCain
Ron Paul

Send your guest columns to slopinio@mtsu.edu.
Please include your name, major and class.

Sidelines wants to hear your voices about
the important issues. About the issues that
span from our campus to our government.

We are currently looking for compelling
guest columns about the following topics.

Issues:

Global warming
War in Iraq

Gay marriage
National debt
Campaign funding

Student Government:

Who do you support for president?
What student issues are important?
How should SGA help MTSU?

How should the SGA handle funds?

Involved

A
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Do you think Hurricane Katrina’s effect is still an issue?
a) Definitely.
b) Sort of.

¢) Hurricane who?

;o to mtsusidelines.com to answer

etting back to normal

Three years af

Ks b
&

ibright wants to feel at home By Mark Bell
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Hurricane Katrina, Aaron

o

y | k hon ind | s S } to salvage whatever pn\\ih]c from the wreck and then wait weeks while a FEMA representa-

tchin' the stories on television,” he says e, Picking up the pieces is hard when there’s  tive added everything up and compared num-

s et W Bl o Il 1 ¢ Sto 1it, he found out 1 da er of breathing i|.1 high ‘]C\:t’l\ of mold bers. Finally, d_flcl weeks of waiting, FEMA gave

e Bome a it Dibesae atait sl ney S i t ind mildew. A photo f" .-\.drun\ father shows the amount of money to Aaron that the agency
e ecotare Afiee ol oo father Back Bl d brol | : h vearing a protective face mask and rub-  thought was appropriate.

home for Aaron and his family fron ’ )

ber boots while clearing personal belongings, “To be honest, FEMA did me right,” Aaron
hich is now simply debris, from the home.

I'he

N - says. “There were a lot of people who were worse
Up. Aaron, now 25, savs h )

worst of it all was the sentimental off than me who didn’t get any aid.”
we lost,” Aaron points out. “All the pos-
sions just weren’t that important.”

beginning for his life and his fam

¥ ) S What really got to Aaron, he says, was the re-
¢ spen s eariv chiidhood v 8

sponse by the Bush Administration.
“They weren’t on top of things,” he says angri-
ly. “This wasn’t the reaction of a country that is

ment in New Orleans |

fliten ) : tmily pictures of dead relatives, Aaron’s
Oof the day his family we

own baby shoes and his mother’s wedding
home. When that dav £

‘ . dress had been washed away by the storm. suppose to be No. 1 in the world.”
recalls the joy h . Some pictures I'd find and I'd get all ex- Now Aaron is living in Murfreesboro with his
»ml '""1"' : “ ; | cited, but when I went to pick them up and  family while working at Publix, a big change from
| \ | o brush them off, half would be missing,” his days in construction before Katrina.
; \aron says. “It’s hard to lose your memo- He plans to attend MTSU when his financial
“" : ries like that.” situation is more stable.
foc on’s family documented their losses While things are getting back to normal for
' photos that were taken before and  him, he wants people to remember that others are
' ' o fter the storm. This would lateral-  still hurting because of Katrina.
’ ¢ > : " : m to apply and be accepted “All the damage is done,” Aaron says.
. ' ; for aid from the Federal Emergency + “People have given their money, and the
8 ( wement Agency ¥ world goes on. But a lot of people are still
gl : . ucl ron received treasury checks ! hurting psychologically from Katrina.”
i\1}‘ iR A : A oot unters and 100 and $2,300. He also re ‘That’s somcthing we can’t fix,” he
i ubduiigitls! ) e ‘ il e Iavely hotre  $5 300 grant because he says. "ll\‘dhnut the mdnvi(‘iual‘ now anfi
S e hich once held beauti li for a Small Business how they're gonna deal with it in their
Orleans on Aug. 29, 2005 fully polished glass, was in shan 1

d istration loan like the ones own head.”
W | l. vles and covered with mold and ived. This money
€ started packin up the sSui

There are some ways to help, how-
ever. One of the best ways, and what
is becoming one of the most popu-
lar thanks to shows like HBO's Curb

mildew. A thick line on th vas necessary for Aaron to get
dav before the storm hit \aron ¢

= walls of all the rooms down ng and food
recalls. “We got four days worth of

stairs revealed how high the

clothes thinkin® and hopin’ we'd

"
0y

water level had risen

be comin’ back soon.

I didn’t go out and abuse Your Enthusiasm, is taking victims of
ThetraficAaronand his farm It was just crazy scein the money, v,‘(':tylr':;., ].'l.l\i.l Katrina into your own home. .
i faced netting out 6l New O this,” Aaron remembers. “It’s \‘h..,, s and clothes like a lot of Mdn‘v,dggn,ﬂes_ exist to help dis-
leans -\\.|; st '”“_. berinning. of one thing to sec it on televi these other people did,” Aaron placed families find a place to stay,
1 - sion, but to see it with vour

a series of chaotic problems that

says. 1 got things | needed to

such as the Open Your Home

company (www.openyourhome.
com).

eves and feel it in vour heart

live
would shape how they would

Getting the FEMA aid, ac

is somethin’ completely dif
live the rest of their lives

| I ol it ferent.’ cording to Aaron, involved a “Homes are the things that
dN¢ reversd ans, mecat ) i

t t Il tof N [ just felt like, damn, this is long drawn out process. He these people miss the most. |
0 g¢ more i"\"'l"f OUtl Of INCW 3 :

» razv.

Orleans quicker, would do Lo

had to send in a paper that miss a lot of things about home.

I miss waking up and going
into my Kkitchen, seeing my
grass growing out in the front
vard,” Aaron says with a
heavy heart. “I miss go-
ing outside and seeing my
neighbors and riding down
the street about a mile and
half to see my grandma.
“This was suppose to be
the home I grew up in.”

Then be documented
little to hasten the evacuation

. jan the
of families. Chaos spread, B¢

everything

process of he owned
and some families who left :

trying

+

late worried they would

be caught in the worst of

.+

the storm.

Four and a half hours
after this, Aaron arrived
at his uncle’s house in
Mississippi  (the drive
normally took an hour
and a halt). All he and
his familv could do there PHOTO By SArAH LAVERY - FEATURES
was wait out the storm Epitor
St. Louis Cathedral,
located in New Orleans’

French Quarter, stands

triumphant years after

Hurricane Katrina’s

in anguish.

\aron recalls sitting
by the television waiting
for news

We were all worried

wrath.
/ $ / _
G y T e USICO 7:30 p.m. Feb. 20 through 23 at Tucker Theatre
By Rachel Nutt I'hen a voice offstage began narrat-

ng the physical process of conceiving a
child—reminiscent of the opening scene

the 1989 film “Look Who's Talking.”
’ ' b : I'his beginning piqued my interest, and
ghioso ' e i parts of it, peppered with humor, left the

1\'\‘.r;.. } ymedic musical abon
) audience laughing.
couples having babies. Knowing so little . 2
; ‘ , 'he story marched on as we were intro-
had no real expectations for the show

duced to three different couples. First, we

Waiting for the play to begin, 1 chose = E
> I » met Lizzie, played by Tonya Pewitt and

a seat and began scanning over the pro _
: i 5 : Danny, played by Patrick Benneyworth, a

young, unmarried couple in college.

Then, a bed, which represented their
basement apar tment, was "]()\'C‘d to center
stage and Nick, played by Daniel Joyce and

gram. And then it happened. The worst
coughing attack I have ever experienced
took over my body. There | was, practically
convulsing, tears streaming down my face,
and .\\‘nnn.g, to \’\'-.u‘\h a \f)llcgc musical on Pas, pliyed by Augsle Calosssrin, chtie
a Friday night. This performance was go onstage. Both Nick and Pam were gym
teachers and a voung, happily married
couple. And then the bed was moved a final

ing to have to be amazing to brighten my
memory of the night.
And, finally, the play began. But, unlike

. 3 time as we were introduced to Alan, played
most plays, this one didn’t start with ac !

by Alan Smith, and Arlene, played by Tif-
fany Kelley. This couple, the upper-middle
class type, already had three children who
had moved out of their home.

tion from the characters. In fact, the stage

was completely empty as the story began.

Lights cast words like “It’s a boy!” or “It’s
a girl!” on the walls of the theatre. Color

Proro By Arrs Bia swit o - Srans Prorocrane [0 lights danced onstage. A piano melod
: : : : ‘ : , A3 < See F J 7
The cast of MTSU’s “Baby the Musical” performs on opening night. The play is running Feb. 20 through 23 floated, or rather soared, in the air. e¢ FEATURES, 7
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Patrick Benneyworth and Tonya Pewitt perform as one of the musical’s couples, Lizzie and
Danny.

Continued from page 6

Soon it was discovered that each couple was

expecting a baby. The play revolved around the

three different situa

tions of the \HUN(\ and ho

they would handle the challenge that lay bef
each of them Hm play, while handling
l!Ht\uh\ i song. right befor

ception, remained overall lighthearted and

ISSUCS

abortion, unwed parents, and

humorous. g out the crazy bit

Each set of actors was amazingly we wutlandish number was de
Pewitt and Benneyworth as Lizzie and Dani l s Singing Their Song,  as Lizzic
were one of the more humorous couples. Ber plained about all the strangers who

neyworth, as the struggling musician, was |

pat experiences with preg

Hl\'

Cir own

ticularly amazing. He even sported a colorful she went in public. ived by

ladies™ pl:
Mohawk for a portion of the play.
Nick and Pam were ideal as the almost-an
noyingly in love young couple. Their characters
were deepened by the ironic fact that they,

the young, healthy, in-love couple who actually

as person sang. The audience loved this scene

the type of scene that everyone can

talked abou

Nnancy cvery
bers of the ensemble, each L‘.H.hiu,‘\ wround the
stage in bizarre costumes, singing their pa

fore freezing into a funny position while the s

relate to, ar

Oakland Apartments
CALL FOR OUR SPECIALS!!

CD'S * RECORDS
TAPES * JEWELRY

615-904-2544

New & Used CD's - Records
. | asseter Dr
1203 Old Lascassas Pike Murfreesboro, TN 37130

OPEN MON-SAT 11-7
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Murfreesboro, TN 37128

The
Middle Tennessee State University

Nl Aluwr Avpeition

announces . ..

We are now accepting
applications for our newest
, group of Student Ambassadars,
the official hosts of the University.

mem

ext Applications are available at the
1 MTSU Alumni House and at the

wanted children, were the ones who had difficul- is also so humorous that everyone feels united by KUC information desk
ties conceiving. Joyce and Calcaterra portrayed a common appreciation for good comedy
their characters believably, helping portray a An extensive set was not needed to enrich tl

main theme of the play: that things are notalways  experience at all. Most of the scenes cor
what they seem. onlyabed and perhaps a few extra personal |
Smith and Kelley as Alan and Arlene were, first  But | was left desiring nothing, and not |
of all, made to look the part. Their stage makeup cause I have an active imagination. The .
was amazingly-applied, converting them from descriptive songs, colorful costumes anc
young people into uptight, middle-aged parents. choreography were all the enhancement
Their role as the aging couple was perfect. Not only is the story interesting and a lit

And a fundamental quality was, thankfully, usual, but the cast succeeds in mal
possessed by all of the actors. Each had an out-
standing voice.
them sing, as opposed to gritting my teeth until
the end came, like everyone has been forced to do

ence feel sad, laugh and actually 1bo

I actually enjoyed listening to  happens to the characters

a coughing cynic to a complete opt
suggest this play.
while watching some musicals.
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Rick Insell Live tonight 6 p.m. 88.3 FM WMTS

Kermit Davis Radio Show tonight 7 p.m. 106.7 FM WFAN

Proro By Atex Brackwiinig = Starr PHOTOGRAMIER
Freshman forward Emily Queen scored seven points and pulled down five boards in MT ct Belt Conference-leading Western Kentucky. The Lady Raiders are 8-1 at home.

Lady Raiders take down WKU 68-60

Holt, Lymon lead M'T past SBC-leading Hilltoppers for second win in a row

- T s od the 1 IR R AR .
By J. Owen Shipley M T secured the | on lead in
helsta Lymon 3 ]u‘,!h(
e i S O B - St had that range, much like Johnna [Abney| had

SR T ’ iadd R "
When asked on Thursdayv night about how she felt when the using it,” MT head coach Rick Insell said
Lady Raiders ended their two-game losing skid by defeating Sout

) , ‘ : : Holt brietly went cold in the second half it was Lymon who
\labama 66-46, senior Amber Holt replied in a brief mani

. i - Raiders { ‘ vorst pt the Raiders in the game. It seemed she was there to make a
It’s over. I never stopped being confident ' ) ST emed she was there to make

time WKL started gaining momentum.

1 O |
Holt and the Lady Raiders certainly looked confident heading ; ‘
into Sunday test: Thev held ht-point lead over the Hill Isia plaved a tremendous game,” Insell said. “Seven re
1HO DL ¢ S CO1 \ ( Cl Y ) n Ca | <
- Sals £ ihe Firct pes o Sm oy S : int guard position, two steals and 18 points
toppers at the M thel f ) ¢ Pen 1 u : i
bl e e ) R : 2 | against a team hike WKU.
St ( y I ( L 1 L | 1
hall \ notl | 1 lod & mut 10y oredit to Lymon for her second-halt
14 WwWds anothi ors \ : T or IS mmutes | Al
Chels non | came in and pla 't bes
game away before a handful of thrilling plavs by Emily Queen ane ; Lymo me ”‘“_’_\“HH'I t
Holt put MT up ood f ] \ ded, somebody else to step up.
} . I v ' | \ on the 1 4
I'he two swapped big plays in the closing minute to keep WK t 1-1 on the vear, but Holt said there
: I neebosrthat final Ke .
from regaining the lead. A big defensive rebound by Queen of what ' w that final best-of Ihl.(_\;.mu_
would have been the tving g wve M1 the ball with a cha point ! ( beat them the first time, but we beat them this
\ i d\Ve ) | i g gOdl gave 1L « W d CNAang
1 minut I b me and hoj ve'll see them again in the Sun Belt Champi
to run down the clock. After a time out, Holt converted a quick Wi ¢ them again in the Sun Belt any
jump shot that put the Lady Raiders up by four. Two completed v
! INto a defensin ] | Ms
free throws later, it was Queen’s turn again. Another key rebound o
asting as lo

Blue Raiders can't knock off Hilltoppers
to pull off second big upset in three days

By Chris Martin I'he crowd of 3,307 saw the Blue Raid

rive the Hilltoppers all they could |
\ssistant Sports Editor Pl

[he lead changed hands 10

Ihey put forth a valiant effort, but t tme and was tied 11 times
Blue Raiders were denied a chance to topp ‘| n "”I'”’"'-i l"'”".
the two best tcams in the Sun Belt Cont : it B \"“"I s
ence on Saturday when thev lost 71-¢ I junior guard Nigg I,'
Western Kentucky. SKet to try to trim the 69-66 WKI

Middle Tennessce (12-13, 9-6 SB( ’: he got in the l“"""‘ WEKU sophom " lod SCOT 1]
coming off a 76-70 upset of South Alabar l \‘i”““" tripped the b i""‘ Jo four steals and to bounds
on ”IL\lI\(L!\. Before the loss, USA was tied ]"‘m son immediately fouled \L'”}‘-i"‘ ' top of all that, Greer 1s charged with
with WKU (21-5. 13-1 SBC) for the best 1 ut Slaughter made both his free throw nardine Liee throughout most-of the con
cord in the conference. MT was trvi “”'\Hin-.\u(nl\ for the Hilltoppers oSt
k‘(‘\(‘ln('lllil]gIl(bl;«llil|Vlllh'\‘-l haC i lll.ml.!(\’lugt'. WKL head coach Dan I thought Demetrius Green did a great
aged to do—hold a victory over both WK1 n Horn said when asked about the impor ob on Courtney Lee,” Davis said
(,;,d USA. tance of role plavers making plavs. “Wher Desmond Yates, who was named SB(

The Blue Raiders didn't let the Hilltop- -Ourtney Leeis Six for 16, still ends up with  player of the week tor the games from Feb. 4
pers leave the Murphy Center with an ¢a I8, but maybe isn’t his absolute best, [ hay through10, gave the Blue Raiders 17 points,
victory, though. WKU' Courtney e \.I. Slaughter come in and make big frec ve rebounds and a couple of steals.
who l‘ldnk\ WL(”\({ in the league it A throws late...1 think that really helps ou Johinson was third on the team in scoring
II\g. \\nl'cd I8 l‘n[.][u l)u[ ¢||-{ soonsixof le 4m |‘|.|\ with d lot mort “""'b‘!‘ Ny with 10 poinis. e .l]\\l |hh1 foun waﬂxd!hi
shooting while committing six turnovers I'he game was rife with i\'tl‘n‘ Combined three rebounds. but he did turn the ball

“It \l\lIHCHIIL‘ would have told me that both teams committed 47 fouls and shot over eight times
we'd hold Western [Kentucky| to 40 per total of 65 x““- throws ‘ \fter plaving their past two games in the
cent [shooting], we shoot 47 [percent|, out [ wish there wouldn’'t have beer ..‘.;‘ " Vurphy Center, the Blue Raiders will start
rebound them by one and Courtney [Lec free throws shot in that game, and that th twao game road streteh starting with SB(
goes six for 16 to get 18 points, I'd have bet ‘”.; would have had a better flow,” Da West Dhaviston leading Denver (1 O
a lot of money that we were going to win the “:\\ !‘”\';‘l' X ;‘“' e “"" X" " "".‘ “ It e i 2 : ST
game,” MT head coach Kermit Davis said o “ o LSOO SEENR EHSYEIIC IS SCT A0 ORGHY o ' On the heels of a 76-70 upset victory over South Alabama, the

Blue Raiders were unable to topple the SBC's other top team
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MT Baseball ready for
season, stadium not

By Dean Holden

. Contributing Writer

Steve Peterson belicves MTSU has a complete  However, this is an infield that will be missing
baseball team this vear. All he needs now is a 2007 standouts Wayne Kendrick and Matt Ray.
complete baseball field. Kendrick was a leader for the Blue Raiders last

While Head Coach Peterson and the Blue scason, batting a team leading 405 on the year,
Raiders may be nearly readv for the 2008 baseball  and also leading the team in runs scored, dou
season to begin, their home venue is not. Reese  bles, triples and on-base percentage. He is cur
Smith Field is undergoing major renovations rently playing for the Sarasota Reds, the Florida
which are not expected to be completed until late  League atfiliate of the Cincinnati Reds

in the season. Some of the team’s home games Ray, now playing for the Vancouver ( anadians,
may have to be played at alternate locations, such  the Northwest League affiliate of the Oakland A's
as local college or high school fields ed the team in stolen bases with 24 in 2007, and

Since the stands at Smith Field are gone, one  was third itting average, on-base percentage
proposed solution is to add temporary bleach 1
ers next to Flovd Stadium, overlooking the lef Pet dmits the team will miss the pres
side, so that the team can still play {dle inficlders, but he does not see
MTSU. ding. “We never rebuild, we re

Despite this distraction, t
practice, and Peterson is prep: seman Rawley Bishop 1s one
season as head coach of the MT basch. ! Bisho
His aspirations for the season a

“We always have one goa { that RBIs. Bishoj ;
championship, Peterson said ! ) — —

In 2007, the Blue Raiders t I | Proro By Axpy Harper - EpiTor ix CHies
16-14 in the Sun Belt plav. « Even though the baseball season starts Friday, renovations of Reese Smith Field are incomplete.
in the conference. Peterson de i ‘ Blue Raider open the season Feb. 22 at  against Toledo. The arena for this three-game se-
squad as the “best defen ! SO State. Their home opener is Feb. 29 ries has yet to be announced.

with the Blue Raiders

P

Dwight Howard flies to title in All-Star dunk contest

Magic star imp ng-champion, Gerald Green

By Tom Withers t first | thought he was going to take the cupcake, eat itand then
dunk it.” Howard said. “I thought he would have won with that.
Dl e e R dt ) the second round, McCants sat on the top step of the ladder

Ot ‘ led the ball off to a rising Green, who crushed another
Look, up in the sky! It's a |
— super slam dunk champic . |
! 1 ‘ G { tat dder hen Howard stripped off his blue Magic jersey to reveal
A red cape trailing behing Orla ‘ . A2y
. ) e ) show tutt \s the crowd stood, he tied the cape around his
Superman and won perhaps the best dunl ( I
most creative, in NBA history . |
27 : ted i I { time to get the telephone booth,” he quipped.
urday. d
Ted T . . don’t think peo \ ! i a prece of tape to mark Howard’s take-off spot,
Using a variety of props as well as tear Jameer Nelso ] -
=Ne § i S ey ey Ly ) ng start from near mid-court, the Magic’s main
Howard scored perfect 50s from judges on his first two ks b : »
y ; ‘ g H t ! f tinside the tree-throw line and fired down the ball
fore the contest was turned o ) n vo f [
the final round 0 ( 1 l . v
- reverse side of 1 final round, Green performe )& % (s, one
Fans, too, picked the 6-foot-11 Howard, who dispelled an old Ve n performec I“,‘ icrobatic dunks _‘“‘ in
CAv kol peering through 1 cen socks after removing his sneakers. But neither of those
dunking myth: Big men can fly higl
S ; . : [h 0 t N\ wuld top Howard’s last two :
It’s really for the big me Howard said. “Evervbody always ' { < ! ¢ p 1st two efforts. ' »
. 11 A L soand chinkine Johnson, Karl Mals | ¢ First, Howard bounced the ball off the floor, tapped it left-hand-
says, big men can't jump and big men do ook good dunking : | : :
- 2 £ " ind Darrv! Day of S | S cd otf the backboard and dunked with right han ‘or How-
I just tried to add a little bit of my personality. With me being so 48 ' . Ickboare u1~ ed with 1!}\ l{dt( ;\lx l«i H
| 1 i i 1] gay 1 t ird's hnale, N X r miniature Orlando b O xt to
tall, I knew it was going to be tough. I tried to play to the crowd @ I ¢ x(w affixec viniature indo backboard next t
un.” Not to be outdone, G ) 1¢ rim and balanced a ball on it.
and have fun. | 3 : ] [ e
' 1 1 \ it nherwol S L y 1 | owat ‘x\_‘.. 1 from tl h D e » bz y ‘lea A
In any other vear, Minnesota'’s Gerald Green would have casily ; =E d flew 1n from the right side, picked the ball off cleanly
- placed a cupcake with a | 1id slammed it in then only had to wait for fans to text mes-
walked away with his second straight dunking crown, but he was  Placeth d CUPCARC thd ¢ I i ed He then only had t 1 ans to tex l Ri
z { Green soared in and puff tt age a result that seemed to be a no-brainer. Howard won in a land-
upstaged by the amazingly athletic Howard, whose performan ¢ ~ - s ses '
2 de, receiving 78 percent of the vote.
has to rank up there with anything Michael Jordan, Kobe Brvant a ! percent of the vote

d f/ U d / e MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PROFESSION Distinguished Lecture il

| at MTSU present
A 61-hour curriculum desigr

censure as a Profession
esignation (LPC MHSP

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PSYCHOLOG

’Og[’dms ; nts choose from a variety of elecives in th

ale § “‘(]n\'«lw\l.:

Eobls ok nnin B oo by
€1CS SUCT a nd‘,uilm ﬂ NISt

CERTIFICATE OF GRADUATE STUDY IN COUNSELING
PS\CHOLOG\ »

X
1

‘{ rainng h' INdl- Direct from Ireland! :
Their only Tennessee appearance:

rm‘u‘ h muldb efit from aum. unseling [OSIF«Iﬂf-;IhCTHi

AR L NP e
I their non-counseling professions.

k

“Irish Traditional Music in
America—The Golden Era’

Lecture 3:00 p.m. and Concert 7:30 p.m.
' ' '
n DO I‘ Monday, February 25, 2008
i Vo 4 State Farm Lecture Room,

Business and Aerospace Building

COUNSELING.LIPSCOMB.EDU * 615.966.5906

MIDDLE
Free and open TENNESSEE

to the public
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Sun Belt Men’s Basketball

| Eastern Division Standings

#2 #3

@

Western South Middle Western
Kentucky Alabama Tennessee Kentucky
13-1 13-2 9-6 13-2

AN

FLORIBA ATLANTY

&y

Flonda Flonda Troy South
Atlantic International i | Alabama
6-8 5-9 3-12 | 8-7

Sun Belt Women’s Basketball
Eastern Division Standings

“Hp
Middle

Tennessee
11-4

#3

#6

Flonda
International
8-6

Florida
Atlantic

1-13

Hot deals.
Hot ¢ lors.

s

FRock on!
. ~~Exclusive

Verizon Wireless |
music phone

5493te19|ebate

LG VX8350: $99.99 2-yr. price

~ $50 mail-in rebate. With

new 2-yr. activation.

ow your style!

Gleam™ by samsung '

S 99 |
99aﬂer rebate ‘

$149.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in

-

vy 4 rebate. With new 2-yr. activation. j
“Txt your thumbs off! |
4

enV™ by LG Orange, Green or Silver :

$129.99 2 yr. price
— $50 mail-in rebate.
With new 2-yr. activation.

|
ke Work hard, look good! \
. 'BlackBerry® Pearl™ Ppinkor Silver )
99 §249.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate and $100 l
sggmmm yri. price mMak-in repate an ‘

Advanced Device Credit. With now 2 yr. activation
on Nationwide Emall Plan $79.99 or higher.

Shoot hi-res pix & flix!

FlipShot™by Samsung with 3 Megapixel camera

99 $199.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate.
S1 49 afterrebate | With new 2-yr. activation.

S 79 33 rebate

Switch to America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network:"

Free Shipping: Call 1.888.640.8776 Click verizonwireless.com Visit any store

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES I
Open Sundays. Techaidans avaiiable 2t select Jocations.

ANTIOCH DICKSON GALLATIN MURFREESBORD THE VERIZON

5325 Hickory 100 Lowe's Dr 1152 Nashville Pike 1965 Old fort Pwy WIRELESS

Hollow Ln. 615-446-2355 615-452-7800 615-896-2355

61543155 FRANKLIN GOODLETTSVILLE NASHILLE -

BRENTWOOD 420 (0ol Springs Bivd ivergate Vil 4044 Hillsboro fike INSIDE q’,’»‘

Maryland Farms _ 615-771-6448 615-859-2355 615-385-1910

it ColSprngs Gl LEBANON SMYRNA e

COLUMBIA 615-771-79 4‘5‘&‘; ag&sr. 480 Sam Ridley Pwy. W,

375S. lames 15-443- £15-355-6560 BUSINESS

G308 o CUSTOMERS

615 773 1900 PLEASE CALL

prewem— 1.800.VIW.4B1Z

Alcatel-Lucent 0 . (899.4249)
Activation fee/line; $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-+yr. Agmits).
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agme, Calling Plan, rebate form and aredit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not
available everywhere. Rebates take up to 6 weeks. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. Uevice capabilities: Add'l charges & conditions apply. Network details and coverage maps at
verizonwireless.com. ©2008 Verizon Wireless

BEEROROT T ) G T

Basketball

1s for lovers

RHDD |

By ). Owen Shipley
Staff Columnist

T

I am Sportacus

I'm sitting courtside at one
of the best women’s basketball
games ['ve ever seen and I just
can’t seem ta enjoy it. One con-
sistent and nagging thought
keeps running through my
head and preventing me from
relaxing.

“I wish she was here.”

By “she” I mean my girl-
friend, who happened to be out
of town this weekend. Contrary
to popular belief, an obsession
with sports doesn’t have to be
a source of contention in a re-
lationship. In fact, the Miami
Heat, Pittsburgh Steelers and a
hatred for both the Michigan
Wolverines and the New Eng-
land Patriots have made us a
much closer couple than I ever
imagined possible.

When we first moved back to
Murfreesboro from California
and the Cadillac was failing, it
was a Miami Heat playoff game
that kept us smiling as a shade-
tree mechanic struggled to di-
agnose the problem with the
'92 Deville.

This has been something |
have always known, but recent
events have truly conspired to
put the preacher back in my
column. To spread the faith
about not only the joy of shar-
ing sports, but the joy of shar-
ing in general. If you have fun
doing something, share it with
the ones you love. After all, it’s
fun to have fun, but it’s even
more fun to watch the people
you care about having fun.

(Sportacus note: if you en-
joy something illegal or wholly
immoral like grave robbing,
stick to sharing sports and seek
help.)

Last Monday, your faithful
sports editor Richard Lowe Jr.
wrote a touching article in an
attempt to convince more cou-
ples to spend St. Valentine’s Day
at the Murphy Center.

I immediately knew that
destiny had brought this game
my way. After spending all of
Thursday morning purchasing
shiny new MT gear, me and the
lady made the short walk to the
Glass House to prepare for a
thrilling double header of bas-
ketball.

While the game didn’t disap-
point, I can certainly admit that
Sunday’s thriller agains* WKU

L B ARSI S e e

was an easier sell than Thurs-
day’s shellacking of Southern
Alabama. Unfortunately, de-
spite the much better court-
side seat and free soda, I just
couldn’t enjoy it as much alone.
As a sports writer, I have spent
entirely too many games segre-
gated with other sports writers
and separate from the people
who matter: the fans.

The combination of Lowe’s
article, the beauty of watching
a live sports game with the fu-
ture mother of my children in
a crowded student section, and
the fact that it all happened on
Valentine’s Day, made for a life
changing event.

I am here, right now, to tell
all of you that basketball is for
lovers. Football too. Even rock
climbing. Sports are about fun,
they are about rooting and
cheering and if you are in a re-
lationship that doesn’t support
such good times, perhaps you
should rethink it.

Now, I'm not telling all
400,000 of my readers (give or
take 399,000) to go home and
break up with your other. I am
merely proposing that you try a
little harder to include them in
any activity that you enjoy as
much as I do sports.

Saturday night’s record-
breaking NBA slam dunk con-
test, Sunday’s amazing game
and yes, even the best Super
Bowl of all time, were hollow
because the person I love most
wasn't there to share my joy.

Discovering that she was in
Knoxville feeling the same way
only solidified my position.
And I know it’s going to be a
hard sell for some of you, but
for the sake of your well-being I
implore you find a way to share
the things you love with those
you love.

There is nothing better than
the moment when a guy, such as
myself, arrogantly leans over to
explain a rule to his girlfriend
and is corrected by her about it’s
application to the current play.
Once the student becomes the
master, the game, my friends, is
truly on.

J]. Owen Shipley is a senior,

English major and can be reached
at owenshipley@gmail.com.
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