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Sigma Nu nationals issued court order

Staff Reports

Rutherford County has
issued a court order to Sigma
Nu national headquarters for
documents pertaining to the
investigation on claims of haz-
ing at the MTSU chapter.

“Depending on the informa-
tion the headquarters can pro-
vide to us, this will affect
whether criminal charges will
be filled,” said Buddy Peaster,
MTSU police chief.

According to Peaster, the
investigation conducted by the
national office was able to

obtain the specifics of the hazing
incidents and both the names of
the perpetrators and victims.

“Typically, many times pri-
vate companies or non-profit
organizations need a judicial
order to release information
because some records might
not necessarily fall under the
open records act,” Peaster said.

The incident of hazing has
become a focus to both univer-
sity administration and state
law to be viewed as criminal
acts, Peaster said.

“We feel like this is a respon-
sibility,” Peaster said. “Have
there been any criminal acts, we

will review them. We will have
conversations with the victims,
and depending on their inter-
ests and takes on following up,
we will work with the victims to
have a final resolution in crimi-
nal court.

Concerning the revocation of
the Theta lota charter, both the
chapter and the university are
working to reverse the national
decision.

“We are helping the chapter
gather letters of appeal and
assisting both the active and
alumni chapter to work with the
nationals to bring Sigma Nu
back to campus,” said Gentry

McCreary, director of Greek Life.

Judicial Affairs conducted a
preliminary investigation into
the allegations, but a more
thorough investigation was
conducted last year, McCreary
said. MTSU will work with
Sigma Nu to conduct a univer-
sity investigation when the
information the national office
holds becomes known.

“If we receive the names, we
will conduct an investigation,
and they will be brought before
Judicial Affairs,” McCreary said.
“Hazing is against MTSU stu-
dent policies and against the
law, and we will run the respon-

sible individuals through the
judicial system and hold them
accountable.”

While the office of Greek Life
has no formal power to conduct
an investigation, Gentry said
the office always works in part-
nership with Judicial Affairs.

“As for the charter being
revoked, we are working to get
that decision reversed, but if, in
the end, the national office
decides that it is best, we will
support  their  decision,
although we disagree with it
McCreary said.

According to a press release
issued by Sigma Nu nationals,

the fraternity will stand with
their decision to revoke the
Theta Iota charter, following
their investigation.

“Sigma Nu Fraternity always
seeks to work in partnership
with host institutions, and we
did so in this matter,” said John
Pitts, Sigma Nu national presi-
dent in the press release.

“Our decision is in keeping
with the fraternity’s fundamen-
tal principles. We look forward
to the day when Sigma Nu can
be re-established at Middle
Tennessee State University,”
Pitts said. @

MTSU redefines
HOPE standards;
students bhenefit

By Faith Franklin
Staff Writer

A simple form may prevent
Tennessee HOPE Scholarship
recipients from receiving their aid
in the future.

This may cause less aid for stu-
dents since the HOPE Scholarship
recently rose from $1,500 a semes-
ter to $1,900.

The increase in money is due
to additional
funding that
passed on to the
students.

Beginning
this spring, all
MTSU HOPE

every student gets that informa-
tion.”

“Communication is always an
issue. [There is] no way to make
students get on the Internet and
read; we always try to get as much

information to our students as
possible,” Chambers said.
In the past, the HOPE

Scholarship had required a 19 on
the ACT, but it now requires a 21.
An exception was made for stu-
dents who received a 19 or 20 and
have a 3.0 GPA.

When  the
scholarship was
formed, it gave
no leeway to
students whose
grades fell, and
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incoming fresh- . .  NSlarahine
alwwsanm_[ﬂme.s scholarships.
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Understandir:; as much mfom\ation to stud i
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Last semester, the university
sent out a form to HOPE recipi-
ents about the award. “[The state-
ment] does not obligate [the stu-
dent] to anything, it just makes
them aware of [scholarship]
rules,” said David Chambers, asso-
ciate director for Financial Aid.

The HOPE has been beneficial
to many MTSU students, but
some students have lost their
scholarships due to their lack of
knowledge of certain rules.

“A lot of students come in say-
ing ‘I didn’t know’ or ‘nobody
told me,” said Chambers. “[The
Statement of Understanding] is
just our way of making sure that

Lottery Scholarship. At MTSU, if a
student fail a course, they can
retake it and the failing grade is
wiped out of their GPA.

Originally, students would lose
their Lottery Scholarship if they
failed one class. Now students are
able to repeat one class through-
out their college career before they
lose their scholarship.

Students may not be aware of
the rules required to keep their
scholarship and sometimes suffer
unnecessary consequences.

“[For instance] if you start full-
time and go below full-time, you

See HOPE,3
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No. 6 Felicia Stancil, No. 111 Destiny Broughton and No. 9 Veronika Gulvin compete in the ABA BMX Volunteer National on Saturday at the Tennessee

Road construction to add sidewalks, greenery

Photo by Chris Barstad | Photography Editor

Construction is an ongoing process on Middle Tennessee Boulevard. The construction stretches from Mercury
Boulevard to East Main Street. It is projected to be complete by August

By Josh Hudgon
Staff Writer

An irrigation system will be installed
on Middle Tennessee Boulevard
between East Main Street and Mercury
Boulevard in addition to the landscape
design of the area as part of the ongo-
ing construction to widen the road.

Lose and Associates, a civil engineer-
ing, city planning, architecture and
landscape firm, has priced the work at
$42,500.

“[Lose and Associates is] currently
working with the city to modify the
area for a median and sidewalks, mak-
ing the campus more accessible by foot
from the surrounding areas” said
David Coode, Senior Vice President of
Lose and Associates.

The project is set to begin in early
April and end in early June in order to
“take advantage of this year’s planting
season,” city engineer Chris D. Griffith
said.

According to a proposal presented
to Mayor Tommy Bragg and the City

e
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Council, the landscape design would
mirror what was constructed on
Medical Center Parkway near I-24 and
the proposed site for the new hospital.

Construction to widen Middle
Tennessee Boulevard between East
Main and Mercury began in early 2006
and should be completed by August of
2007. The construction will widen the
two-lane road to four or five lanes as
well as bicycle lanes and sidewalks. The
expansion of the road will extend
down to Broad Street.

The construction was initiated due
to the high volume of traffic the road-
way experiences from many residents
and visitors who travel on it regularly.
By adding extra lanes to the road, traf-
fic congestion will be less of a problem
and commuters can reach their desti-
nation in a more timely manner.

The total project cost has been esti-
mated at nearly $9 million.

“I think the project is justified and
necessary to compensate for the
growth MTSU is and will experience
over the next few years” said Phil
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Pagel, a senior nursing student. “I just
wish they would hurry up and finish it.
I avoid going down that road because
of the construction.”

In regards to the landscape design,
Katelin Leedham, a senior psychology
major, said, “I like the idea of landscap-
ing [that area]. Some parts of
Murfreesboro are in need of an
upgrade, and this is one of them.”

Some students had a different idea
on how to handle the landscaping.

“I think it would be interesting if
they landscaped the area as part of a
class at MTSU,” said Jessica Doyle, a
senior public health major. “Or just
put in a rock garden, something that is
low maintenance that would not need
to be watered.”

Lose and Associates has been behind
several projects in the Murfreesboro
area, including the landscape and
architectural design of the new park-
ing lot on South Rutherford Boulevard
and the entrances to campus across
that street.
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Students plan Gulf trip as
altematlve sprmg break

By Andy Harper — M el o Db sl
Campus News Editor with I! ‘uls for memmn .aveﬁ pplying doesn't re ,um any
possibly have a third group work xperience, just a positive attitude
Instead of beach-party Spring <t ' homeless or domesti nd a will to give back”
Breaks, MTSU !\““‘L'HV‘..L‘,.‘:” alter abuse center for children. Demonbrun  said ‘Students
native trip to the Mississippi gulf Plans for official projects ha hould bring an open mind.”
this March not been finalized, but the office Davs consist of working on the
The trip, sponsored by Student is working with the various cor wious projects, but groups will
Organizations and Community porations in the area who ar o do a lot of breakout exercises
Service, is a volunteer based trip helping with reconstructio | tl s that it
dlllmg the first week of March. I,L'?Hl‘;\l'xl!” said g experit that
Students will travel to the gl!“ The last alternative-bi : tudent
and aid in hurricane relief. was onlv five dav
\\cnhd.xlnp.huz‘iu-guvltnngl gulf trip is planned to be | Ihe Student Organizations and
nally in fall of 2005 said Matt 3.0 Three vans b Sansnon fimunity Service pavs for the
Demonbrun, coordinator for the g denic o0 the nit T, ost for the trip. The only money
trip and graduate assistant for e s required from student
\“MC”[ ““’i‘””i‘”!““\ J.nd Jn(”]llv\l‘ o " 1\ V"L‘Jl\ .HI..E \h\-mim: Money
Community  Service. “After .4 Joave Mississippi the foll It will probably be between
watching recent television spe- ing Friday [Marc| morning,”  $100 and $150,” Demonbrun »
(Lll\: we decided to do another l);'mnnlmzlv a4 said. “But to lower the cost we try
sEp, 'he trip is available to both to get everyone together as a

T'he group of 21 students, three
of which are group leaders, will
split into three teams to work on
more projects.

“There is still a lot of clean-up
left, so we want to have a team
help with that,” Demonbrun said.

undergraduate and graduate stu
dents. undergraduate
students will be allowed to apply

group and hang out and cook

I'his vear, dinner.”

\pplications are now available
the Student Life

Keathlev University Center Room

3261 &

for the group leader positions, in  in office,
an attempt to gear the trip more

towards the undergraduates,
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Restaurant smoking ban
proposed for Tennessee

By Woody Baird
Associated Press

GERMANTOWN, Tenn. (AP)
- Pausing over a plate of pork bar-
becue, Neil Harkavy gave two
simple reasons he believes smok-
ing should be banned in
lennessee restaurants.

“It’s unhealthy, No. 1" he said,
“and it doesn’t smell good.”

I'hat pretty well sums up the
feelings of many nonsmokers who
will be watching the state
Legislature this year as it debates
how to protect people from sec-
ond-hand smoke.

A new legislative session is
under way, and lawmakers are
expected to take up several pro-
posals aimed at restricting smok-
ing in public places.

Two of the most contentious
issues will be proposals to ban
smoking in restaurants and to give
local governments the authority
to regulate public smoking in
their own communities.

Harkavy, having lunch at a
Germantown restaurant, said he
liked that idea.

“Local know
more than the Legislature about
what the people in their areas
would like,”

gover nments

he said.
Germantown, a Memphis sub
urb, is one of several Tennessee
cities that have debated banning
smoking in restaurants, only to be
blocked by the Legislature’s exclu-
ive control over smoking rules.
Historically, anti-smoking crit-
s have struggled in Nashville
vhere pro-tobacco forces and
heir lobbyists are tough competi-
\merican  Lung
on a national report
for smoke-free
n |

have

ird rating states
Nineteer states some

estrictions on smoking in restau
rants, the association says
I'H)Pn'u‘m\ of 1\};‘}“(! rules on
smoking in public are encouraged
by a smoking ban in state-owned
the
And Sen.
Paul Stanley, R-Germantown, said

he will ask fellow lawmakers again

buildings approved by

|L‘::,|\Llll1rc last session.

this year to let cities and counties
set their own rules for public
smoking,

Smoking should be banned in
restaurants, Stanley said, to pro-
tect the health of nonsmokers,
including children, and to make
dining out more enjoyable for
people bothered by cigarette
smoke.

Stanley said he will not propose
a smoking ban for bars, however.

“It is imperative that we clearly
define the difference between a
bar and a restaurant,” he said. “I
believe when you go into a bar,
you know what atmosphere
you're walking into.”

A business that makes most of
its money on alcohol is a bar,
Stanley said, while a restaurant
sells mostly food.

Such distinctions don’t sit well
with the Tennessee Restaurant
Association, which argues that its
members should not have to deal
with smoking bans unless all
other business in the state do also.

Ne're businesses no different
from any other retail businesses
out there,” said association
President Ronnie Hart. “Why do
you want to single out restau-
rants?”

Hart said his group will also
oppose efforts to give local gov-
ernments the authority to set anti-
smoking rules.

“We've got 95 counties in
Tennessee, and if they all want to
create their own nonsmoking laws
and rules and regulations, how in
the world are you ever going to
keep up with all of them?” he said.

The Legislature took away most
local control over public smoking
in 1994 when it passed a law that
was billed as an attempt to keep
tobacco away from children and
The law also barred
local governments from regulat-
ing tobacco use more tightly than
the state does.

Germantown has pressed state
lawmakers for several years for
more authority to set anti-smok-
ing rules.

Walker Taylor, owner of a bar-
restaurant called the

teenagers.

becue

Germantown Commissary, was a
longtime and outspoken critic of
the city’s anti-smoking efforts, but
he made his business smoke-free
last year.

Taylor worried that a smoking
ban for Germantown restaurants
would send customers to his com-
petitors in neighboring towns,
including Memphis.

That hasn’t happened.

“Business is up. I think people
are getting more and more used to
(smoking bans). Most workplaces
now require people to go outside
to smoke and I have no problem
with that,” Taylor said.

But Tayor still doesn't like gov-
ernment imposed smoking bans
for private businesses, at the state
or local level. “I didn’t like the gov-
ernment coming in and telling me
how to run by business,” he said.

Taylor, a nonsmoker, said he
banned smoking because smokers
were trashing his restaurant,
sometimes even leaving burning
cigarettes on the furniture.

“I'm not going to have some-
body burn the restaurant down,”
he said. “The smokers have
nobody to blame but themselves.
They don’t have to clean up their
mess. We have to clean their mess

up:

Despite the optimism felt by
some smoking critics, House
Speaker Jimmy Naifeh, D-
Covington, has said he expects a
“pro-business attitude” to limit
further moves to restrict indoor
smoking.

Naifeh is expected to follow tra-
dition and send anti-smoking
proposals to the tobacco-friendly
Agriculture Committee, though
smoking critics say such measures
are matters of public health, not
agriculture.

Stanley said lawmakers will be
faced with heightened public con-
cerns over the health hazards of
indoor smoking and recent moves
by other states around the country
to restrict smoking in public
places, including restaurants.

“Clearly,” he said, “second-hand
smoke is dangerous,” he said. ®
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Photo by Michael Binkley | Contributing Photographer
Patrick Allen, far left, places the final board on the wheelchair ramp project in Nashville
The project took five volunteers and four hours to complete

Pi Kappa Phi constructs
‘ramp for MTSU alumna

major, four hours to complete

“It kind of started around as an idea that we
kicked around over the summer that we proposed
at our chapter meeting,” Allen said. "B

| Staff Reports

Two members of Pi Kappa Phi fraternity aided

| United Cerebral Palsy last Friday in Nashville to it then th

help build a wheelchair ramp for Beth Hopkins, a
2006 sociology graduate.

“It was a great opportunity to help out our fellow
students and give back to our community,” said
Michael Binkley, senior media design major. “Also,
it was a great way to help bring awareness to Push
America, our fraternity’s philanthropy which helps
raise empathy and awareness for individuals with
disabilities.”

The project took five volunteers, including
Binkley and Patrick Allen, junior electronic media
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guys really got excited at it took off

According to Allen, Hopkins was really apprecia
tive of all the help given to her by the community

“She was especially happy that Pi Kappa Phi
could help because of the friendship that has exist
ed between her and our fraternity and especially
with Push America,” Allen said. “The
ing thing was starting w rlh nothing
ning of the day, and, by the
progress.” 4
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2006-07 Student Health Insurance Plans
Developed for the Middle Tennessee State University Students

Approved by The Tennessee Board of Regents
Student Insurance Committee

Features include:
¢ Covered charges at the Student Health Center paid at 100% with no deductible
v Coverage for inpatient and outpatient hospital expense such as: surgery, physician's
visits, diagnostic testing, prescriptions and other services
Y Your choice of plans and health care benefits
v Reasonable premiums - see brochure and enrollment form for coverage & payment
options

Brochures & Enroliment Forms available at the:
» Student Health Center
» www.healthbenefitconcepts.com or calling 1-800-463-2317
» on-ine enroliment at www.gmsouthwest com

This insurance plan does have certain limitations and exclusions. For complete detail see policy on file at the
Tennessee Board of Regents.
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Got a news tip or stor
Idea?

Any critism, concerns,
or praise?

questions

Contact the news team in the
Mass Comm building 269...

...or by phone at
ext. 2336 or ext. 5436...

...or by e-mail at
slnews@mtsu.edu

Continued from 1

automatically lose [your schol-
arship],” Chambers said.

Since students are unaware of
certain rules they “might drop a
class they weren’t doing [well] in
fand not really know that it is
\going to cost them their lottery
\money,” Chambers added.
| This situation can be avoided if
|the student is informed. This is
why the Lottery Statement of

scholarship,”

The

Understanding is so important for
students to not only sign, but to
also read and understand.

“[It is] another way of commu-
nicating information to our stu-
dents and hopefully avoiding any
kind of thing where they lose their
Chambers
“They might not have to if they
had only come and talked to
[Financial Aid] first”

Statement of
_Understanding lists the enroll-

Graphic by Chet Overall | Graphic Designer

News: “HOPE informs students” 3 RS

ment, GPA and time require-
ments associated with the HOPE
Scholarship.

Students who did not fill out
the Statement of Understanding
did receive their aid this semester,
but the form clearly states that
“you must submit this Statement
of Understanding before your
2007-2008 Tennessee Education
Lottery Scholarship will be credit-
ed to your account.” @

said.

Warmer climate affects Tennessee gardeners

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP

\ nation The

al arborist group has updated the US.  plants
Department of Agriculture's plant har-  temperatur
diness zone map, placing most of Thi
Tennessee warmer category tha I
because of recent climate patterns. plant

The National Arbor Day Foundation maps
used climate data that showed many spenc
areas have shown a warming trend work
since 1990 when the USDA last UP\‘“’:K Bot
ed its plant hardiness zone map Ocea

The maps divide the country into 10 Adn

zones based on average temperatures.

zones are used to identit vhal 1 began

he USDA's
Middle
=
1 NE
irm )
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\tmospherig [he Natioi
fata. The 10 Foundation's new

nented since offi

keeping records in 1880
rvive at the \ yme within t

the last 15 vears.

1990 zone map shows

all of the state in Zone vhere plants

acceptable to plant.

ennessee and the

he climate has gotten so much
warmer since (1990)," he said. "Our
inderstanding is that the USDA has
een working on an update for years,

such as camellias and cypress trees are

'he foundation created the revised
map after its members kept asking
ibout an update and providing feed-

ws  back about species that were thriving
fegrees.  in areas contrary to the USDA zones,
spokesman Woody Nelson said.

beginning back in 2003. They never get

around to announcing when they'll get
it done. In the meantime, millions of
people want to plant trees and gardens,
and we just wanted to get on with it."

A warming climate has benefited
some area nurseries.

"We can sell more places," said
Natalia Boyd, daughter of the owner of
Flower City Nursery in Smartt, just
outside McMinnville, an area known
for its nurseries. "The spectrum has
broadened. We can ship azaleas and
things like that further north." &

Campus Briefs

Free Stones River
Chamber Players concert
on Jan. 29

The Stones River chamber Players will per-
form the second of its annual three-concert
series at MTSU on Jan. 29 at 7:30 p.m. in Hinton
Hall of the Wright Music Building.

"The title of the program, "Two, Four, Six,
Eight,' describes how the program will unfold
to the audience,” Todd Waldecker, M TSU pro-
fessor of clarinet and co-director for the
group, said.

The concert will feature the music of com-
posers such as Beethoven, Stravinsky and
Maxine Warshauer.

Paul Osterfield, professor of composition at
MTSU, will also debut his piece entitled
"Divertimento” for winds, piano and double
bass. Reed Thomas, MTSU director of bands
will also conduct the final piece of the evening.

The concert is free and open to the public. For
more information contact the MTSU McLean
School of Music at 898-2493.

Step into spring with the
Raider RoundUp

The Raider RoundUp will take place Jan. 23 at
11:30 a.m.

The Raider RoundUp is a bimonthly program
where the presidents of MTSU student organi-
zations or their representatives are invited to
have lunch with Dr. Gene Fitch, associate dean

Leadership, said. "We have good discussions on
how we can fix problems on campus and what
student life should be like for our students.”

A variety of topics will be discussed at the
meeting with past topics at the Raider
RoundUp, including athletics and campus plan
ning.

Free lunch will be provided. For more infor
mation contact Collette Taylor at 898-5812

Free Rape Aggression
Defense Class For Women

The Rape Aggression defense class will begin
on Thursday, Jan. 25. The system teaches defen
sive concepts and self-defense tactics.

"RAD is a comprehensive course for women
that begins with awareness, prevention, risk
reduction and avoidance” and progresses on to
the basics of hands-on defense training, accord
ing to a press release. "The class will provide
women with the knowledge to make an educat-
ed decision about resistance.”

The class will be held every Thursday, from
Jan. 25 to March 1 between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m
According to a press release, "the class is being
offered free of charge to all MTSU students, fac
ulty and staff as well as the general public.”

Also, a workbook/training manual will b
provided to each student, and the class will be
held at the MTSU Public Safety Training Room
located at 1412 East Main Street.

Enrollment is limited; for information or to
enroll call RAD Instructor David Smith at 615
494-8855.

Boston Brass has performed internationally
and has been featured on the "CBS Morning
Show”" and National Public Radio's
"Performance Today." "The five-man ensemble
performs more than 100 concerts each year,
transcending genres to present everything from
classical to jazz with precision and enthusiasm,”
according to a press release.

This concert is free and open to the public.
For more information contact Tim Musselman
at 615-898-2493 or tmusselm@mtsu.edu.

Electrify the Leader
Within

The fourth annual Blue Raider Leadership
Summit will be held February 2-3, 2007 in
Manchester, TN.

T'his year’s conference will be student led, and
is an opportunity for students to learn about the
principles and techniques of effective leadership
and network with other students.

This year’s theme is “Electrifying the Leader
Within” and will feature topics such as the rules
of respect, the content of character, conflict
management, and how to motivate others.

Nancy Hunter Denney will serve as the con-
ferences’ keynote speaker. Denney is the author
of the “How to /Hl}:f Your Life and 1 L\Id&‘l’.\hip?

| Insights on How to Maximize Your
Influence.” Denney’s focus will be on how to
influence others towards a greater social good.

['he Blue Raider Leadership Summit is open
to all MTSU students and costs $10 per person.
['he group will depart at 2:00 p.m. of Friday, Feb
2, and return by 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb 3. All

February to bring Job Fair

The annual MTSU Summer Job and
Internship Fair will be held Wednesday, Feb. 7
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Tennessee
Room of the James Union Building. More than
60 employers are expected to be on campus to
greet and talk to students.

The Nashville College to Career Fair will be
held Tuesday, Feb. 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. at the Tennessee State Fairgrounds.
Admission 1s free, but you'll need a ticket to
enter. Tickets are available at the MTSU Career
and Employment Center located in KUC 328.
More than 400 employers from business, gov-
ernment and education will be represented.

For more information on either job fair con-
tact the MTSU Career and Employment Center
at 898-5732.

Heath and Wellnes pro-
gram begins Monday

The Health and Wellness Program exclusively for
MTSU faculty and staff will begin its spring session
with an orientation meeting at 11 a.m. Monday, Jan
22 in Room 121 of Cason-Kennedy Nursing
Building. The 10-week program has reached its limit
for the spring session, but enrollment for the sum-
mer session (June 4- August 17) is open.

Members of the MTSU community who have
enrolled in the program will receive extensive coach-
ing in exercise, nutrition, mental health and high per-

s = < o D and registration fees are due to the formance training in the workplace. The program
of Student Affairs, dean of Student Life and . applications and regi e S e < : : e
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(OPINIONS

From the Editorial Board

MTSU not going far enough,
HOPE monies should help all

Without the HOPE Scholarship, getting a college education
would not even be feasible to some. Without the support it provides,
many recent high school graduates would not have much to look
forward to other than a constant struggle to stand out in the crowd-
ed job market.

However, in order to reward those who deserve it and help those
who need it, the Tennessee Lottery needs to spend less time fretting
about grade point average standards and more time widening the
distribution of their funds. It is not a matter of a lack of money, so
why can't the scholarship be dispersed to those who really need it?

Rather than being punished for letting a GPA slip, students should
be rewarded with a larger scholarship for higher grades, much like
the Stafford Loans requirements.

After the first 24 credit hours, the GPA requirement should also
be maintained at a 2.75 rather than a 3.0 to ensure that students are
at least making an honest attempt. A 3.0 sounds easy enough — that
is, unless you're forced to work a full-time job and must incessantly
try to find a balance between maintaining a GPA and affording the
basic necessities of life.

If a student’s grades slip below the required GPA, they should go
through a probation period until their grades improve — a change
which has been recently initiated — and be given a second chance.

Though MTSU is working with the folks who dole out the schol
arship, certain aspects of a college student’s life should be taken into
account. Rather than limiting the scholarship to only 120 credit
hours, it should be increased slightly in recognition that most stu
dents change their major or simply wish to take several extra classes
for personal growth.

Without the option of recovering from a mistake, so many of the
same students who are already being left out of the higher-education
arena may crack under the pressure.

Why not, instead, give students the funds, the support and
opportunity to get their college education?

—— Letter to the E(iitor ———

Mankind must repent to ensure survival |
To the Editor:

I am addressing this e-mail to many of you local editors
While you will probably discount it, since I'm sending it to all,
I hope you will at least read it.

My take on the world today:

Planet Earth, this place I call home, is being shot at with mis-
siles from Satan the Devil at an increasingly alarming rate. In
this email, I hope to point to several of these, and ask:

Is there hope for mankind?

Just a few moments ago, I was told that a video site where |
had downloaded some uplifting songs was being degraded
with pornography by others, so much so, that 1 was in danger
of being linked to that evil.

And so, can we escape this evil, which bombards us from
almost every direction we turn?

A man stands up for what is right, and he is ridiculed on TV
as if he had in actuality murdered someone.

A man lashes out and uses an unwise remark, and he, too, is
condemned harshly. And rightly so; yet, when such pressure is
brought as to blackmail him, is that not wrong also? -

Congress lashes out at President George W. Bush and he
lashes back in anger, yet, not one solution is offered by either

Yet, what the president doesn't seem to understand is that,
although Satan is seemingly in control of this world, God only
allows him to go so far, as in the case with Job.

And so this gets us to the Bible, the True Word of God, which
not many believe anymore. Yet, I, for one, still embrace it with
passion, as I see in it our own solution in saving the human
race.

If we then acknowledge God, then we understand what the
Bible is saying in this startling fact: America, you, too, will
someday be a weak, insignificant power, just as is England
today, and what is happening in Iraq is destined to get even
worse.

Why?

Because, daily, we continue to break the laws of God. If we
don’t read the Bible, then surely we know little about God’s
Law, and the Ten — great - Commandments which would save
us in this dire time of need.

It talks about a time when the King of the South will attack
a King of the North with ferocity; yet, that King of the North
will strike back with a much greater power, and, then, our
Third World War will have begun in earnest.

So why send more American troops to Iraq to be killed
needlessly? If we as a nation will not heed and will not listen,
then it is inevitable that the civil war in that nation will drag us
into the dust. '

What I am trying to say is this fact of life: if we change not,
when we are told in God’s word to change the directions of our
lives for a more righteous way of living, then it is a foregone
conclusion that God keeps His Word, and that many here in
the now great and affluent United States will ultimately die in
our sins, many being slaughtered even more viciously than
what the madmen in Iraq are now visiting upon that nation.

God help us to see; to open our eyes; to kneel on our knees
and ask God for help in seeing all of this with the clarity that
only the great God can impart.

Everett Corbin
Halls Hill Pike, Murfreesboro
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Treatment denies girl dignity, rights

Raising children with disabilities is never
casy, but for most families, giving more of
themselves than they ever expected to is a small
price to pay for knowing that their child will
live as fulfilling a life as is possible. For one
family, however. caring for their child has gone
far outside the realm of what most of us would
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eatment to slow her growth. whicl
1ed until recently, after her parents de
treatment a success. Ashle NOW
inches and weighs 75 pounds as a result of t
procedure, stunting her height by about a f

and her weight by around 50 pounds
Ashley’s parents had to argue the case for the
“Ashley treatment” to a panel of medical ethi

cists, who agreed that the procedures were in
the young girl’s best interests, that the parents
concerns that an older, taller, heavier daughter
would be more difficult for them to properly
care for were reasonable and that it was better
to spare Ashley the physical discomfort of

puberty as she is mentally incapable of under
standing what she is going through.
Her family also has a history of breast can

cer, and it was felt that removing Ashley’s
breasts before they developed would spare her

from developing or having to go through treat
ment for that discase.

With so many concerns, it is easy to think
that Ashley’s parents are acting out of love and
doing the right thing for their child. Caring for
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1 type of severe brain

{ her parents to ask for
refer to
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Fair And
Unbalanced

Matthew Adair
Staff Columnist

children with such severe disabilities is an
immense responsibility and can place a great
deal of strain on the family as everyone
rearranges their lives to accommodate a family
member that is unable to care for themselves.

However, Ashley’s parents have gone far out-
side of the realm of moral behavior into a
realm of thinking that disregards Ashley’s
essential humanity. This girl is a conscious
being and is mentally aware, even if her body
ind brain lack the ability to express that aware-
ness. Inside of her mind, she knows, on a very
asic level, that she is a person, and that there

re other people in the world who can interact
vith her — her parents say that she is “alert and
ware of her environment” on the blog they
established to discuss Ashley’s treatment.

\s a conscious mind, whatever the state of
her body might be, we owe Ashley the same
moral dignity that we would give any other
human being. We expect parents to adapt and
meet the needs of their children, to be self-sac-
rificing and clever in order to help their child
get the most out of life. Ashley, however, has
been adapted to suit her parents, her body
made to fit what her parents are capable of
doing for her, instead of them finding new
ways to expand their capacity for care-giving.

It would be inconceivable to take away
someone’s arms and legs, even if they had been
paralyzed from birth and unable to use them.
We would never deny a person with autism the
right to interact with other people, even
though we know that they will never develop
the same social skills as someone who is not

autistic. We could not bring ourselves to take
away the eyes of those who are blind, the vocal
cords of those who are mute or the ears of
those who are deaf, even though all these
organs could do is provide a source of tissue
that could become diseased. We most certainly
would never dream of lobotomizing anyone
with severe brain damage, even if those parts
had become useless, even if doing so would not
take away anything the person would have
been incapable of, anyway.

We act in such a way because we are more
than just complex organic machines, devices
whose parts can be removed or altered if we
want to. Even when our brain lacks the capac-
ity for logic, or the ability to judge, at our very
core we know that we exist. Even if we are
unable to communicate our feelings, we still
have them, and others must consider how we
might feel before acting on our behalf, because
that is the morally correct thing to do.

I do not know how Ashley feels, and I
understand that neither I, nor anyone else, will
ever really know. Perhaps her parents are cor-
rect, and that she would have been scared and
unable to cope with her body as it grew,
changed and responded to pain, disease or dis-
comfort. Perhaps they are correct in believing
that what they did was in her best interest.

However, I cannot help but wonder if Ashley
would have been soothed by the embrace of
her mother while having her period for the
first time, or if she would have been fascinated
by seeing herself change. I wonder if she is
aware enough to have felt joy if her father told
her she was beautiful while he used all his
strength to help support her while giving her a
bath. None of us will ever know, of course, and
for that reason more than anything else, the
“Ashley treatment” should be seen for what it
is: a failure of conscience.

Matthew Adair is a senior art education
major and can  be reached at
matt.adair@gmail .com.

Punishing “obscenity” not solution

”\l‘ gl(‘.ll state of ennessee 1s
in the national eye once again
It's stll
edible” road kill legislation, or try
ing to ban the sale of any violent
video games within the state
Dickson
Jackson, a Democrat, has assumed
the position of “Supreme Arbiter
of All Things Inappropriate” in
our fair state.

In a dL‘leL‘dh

This time, it's not for our

state  senator  Doug

Republican
move, he's introduced a bill to fine
television broadcasters
$50,000 for airing
advertisements, specifically those
for the “Girls Gone Wild
series. We may now rest assured
this man is keeping us safe from
the big, scary boobies

Jackson anticipates intense sup
port from parents and family
types, who are afraid that this
rampant display of breasts will
corrupt the youth, render working
men idle and possibly cause the
gum disease known as gingivitis

up to

l‘[‘\\(’l\\

\ Hi(‘n

He would do well to remember,
however, the segment of the pop
ulation that has neither small chil
dren, nor is offended by things
such as breasts,

Humor aside, Jackson's legisla
tion is troubling for several rea
sons. First, it offers a rather nebu
lous definition of “obscene.”
which could easily apply to all of
MTYV, Comedy Central or perhaps
“Sex and the City) a mature,

Middle Tennessee
State University
1301 East Main Street PO. Box 8
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Tenacious E

Evan Barker
Staff Columnist

hour-long show that airs during
prime time. Instead, Jackson picks
the most flagrant offender of all,
the 30-second late-night com-
mercials during which “Girls
Gone Wild” videos are advertised.

I'his is a prime example of what
may be called the ‘slippery slope.

[n this situation, one small step
leads to many others, with the car
toon snowball effect, which always
spirals out of control

In this case, however, it's not
funny. By relegating what should
be a personal decision to the con
trol of the shadowy Federal
Communmnications Comimission,
parents would actually be short
changing themselves the right to
conduct their own business

What else does Doug Jackson
call obscene?

I'he Coyote may no longer get
to chase the Roadrunner, because
such violence is unsuitable for
television.  Stephen
Colbert’s criticism of the religious
right may be heresy, and therefore,
too hot for TV.

Are these examples outlandish?

children’s
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Certainly. You can bet your bot-
tom dollar, however, that some-
where, someone is getting good
and offended by “Looney Tunes,
and someone else is tremendously
tweaked by Stephen Colbert. You
can't please everyone.

The Tennessean’s editorial board
refers to this as “Censorship Gone
Wild” and I agree. The slippery
slope is an applicable way to
describe the potential that this leg-
islation has to sterilize our media.

Every time some self-righteous
chap tries to do away with mature
TV content, or ban violent video
games, a huge group of people
loudly agree. They think that since
they're bothered by what they see,
nobody else should have to see it.
Ihe problem is that these people
aren't the only ones watching TV,
and that they have a choice to do
it if they want to.

Color me conservative, but 1
believe in taking responsibility for
one'’s own children. If you don't
want them watching mature con-
tent, then block everything but

Sesame Street,” or don’t buy
extended cable. If you don’t want
them playing Grand Theft Auto,
then don’t buy it.

The not your
babysitter, and you can’t have con-
trol over what other people watch.
Your kids may be exposed to
material you find questionable,
but this will only happen if you

television is

Letters Policy

content.

or MTSU.

leave them completely unsuper-
vised in front of the TV. Either
way, the onus is on the parent to
control their own household, not
to whine about what their kids are
seeing while unsupervised in the
other room.

Exercise your right to turn off
the TV. I personally think that Bill
O'Reilly is a schmuck, so I exercise
my right not to watch his show. I
don’t cry to the FCC to take Fox
off the air because he annoys me.
Someone else might want to
watch.

The “Girls Gone Wild” ads are
ridiculous, and  somewhat
demeaning to women. They’re
brash, and annoying, in my hum-
ble opinion, but that's why God
invented the ‘power’ button on the
remote control. The fact remains
that these ads run late at night, on
channels that primarily air edgy
material. Your kids only see this
stuff if you allow it.

If your 9-year-olds are up at
11:30 watching Comedy Central
unsupervised and they see one of
these ads, then your problem is
not the television broadcasters.
Your problem is that you're an
idiot, and you forfeit the right to
complain about it.

Evan Barker is a junior music
performance major and can be
reached at ehb2d@mtsu.edu.

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all readers. Please e-
mail letters to slopinio@misu.edu, and include vour name and a
phone number for verification. Sidelines will not publish anony-
mous letters. We reserve the right to edit for grammar, length and

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit student-produced
newspaper of Middle Tennessee State University. Sidelines publishes
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday during the fall and spring semes-
ters and Wednesday during June and July. The opinions expressed
herein are those of the individual writers and not necessarily Sidelines
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Career outlook promusing for graduates

MTSU graduates have
better chance finding
employment in 2007

By Becca Cook
Staff Writer

As graduation draws closer,
seniors are beginning to look for
jobs in the “real world.”

According to the Job Outlook
2007 on the MTSU Employment
Center Web site, the class of 2007
has an even better chance of find-
ing a job than in previous years. In
fact, MTSU graduates might even
stand a chance at finding the per
fect entry-level job.

The top 10 degrees in demand
at the bachelor degree level are
accounting, business, administra
tion/management, computer sci
ence, electrical engineering,
mechanical engineering, infor
mation sciences and systems with
marketing/marketing manage
ment, computer engineering, civil
engineering
economics/finance

and

With a degree in accounting,
there are several job opportunities
awaiting a new graduate.
Employers in banking, account-
ing and utility companies are
seeking out accounting graduates.

What about the college stu
dents who are graduating with a
master’s degree? The top five mas-
ter level degrees are master of
business administration, electrical

engineering, computer science,
computcr engineering Jnd
mechanical engineering.

Graduates with a computer sci-
ence degree of any kind are in
high demand.

I have the degree, but what are
the employers looking for in
potential employees?

Companies are looking for new
college graduates for a variety of
reasons. They would rather have a
fresh, young and motivated man
or woman than someone who has
been burned by the business after
being in it so long. They want
fresh ideas and the cutting-edge
skills the college graduates of 2007
can offer.

It’s imporl.mt to have more

than just a degree to win that
prized job. Employers are looking
for potential workers with great
communication skills,
and interpersonal skills.

For those anxious seniors that
are worrying about their grade
point average, as long as you keep
above

honesty

a 3.0, you should be fine.
Although a high GPA is impor-
tant,
qualities to work on such as com-
puter and organizational skills.
hrow in teamwork skills, creativ-
ity and some bilingual skills and
L'm}’lll\\‘l\ will be

there are more important

chasing you
around the job market

However, the biggest road
block for a new wllcgc gmdu.m 1S
experience. It has been said before
and will be said again. The biggest
opportunity you have while
college is doing as many intern
field-related perel
jobs as possible

This is the bigges
builder you can do while

ship or

lege and it will mal
searching a lot easier
By getting this ex
you graduate, yo
tinct advantage o
dates in the harsl
Well,

know what employers are

I have the degree, and |

ooking

for, but where do | find them?
There are many ways to find a job
from an on-campus interview to
advertisements in the local news
paper. Remember those student
organizations you joined as a
freshman? Now is the time to take
advantage of those networks you
created to get an interview with
the company of your choice.

T'he first step in job searching is
to know who is hiring and then
research to find a potential
employer. Once you have gotten
the job interview, it is time to
spice up that resume with all your
new work experience. Finally, a
well-prepared college graduate
will ace their interview. Be sure to
wear the appropriate attire and be
ready to respond to questions. It’s

By Zachary Roe

Contributing Writer

Religion is big at MTSU.

There are large numbers of
religiously-based groups — mostly
from different Christian tradi-
tions — who call MTSU their
home and who are very active on
campus and in the community.
One lesser known group, though
they are equally devoted and
active, is Hillel.

Hillel is the Jewish student
organization here on campus.
The name is taken from a man
who was regarded as one the
greatest sages of the Second
Temple period, 1st century C.E.
Hillel is non-denominational,
and the members span the Jewish
spectrum from secular to
Orthodox.

There are about 60 students on
campus who identified them-
selves as Jewish when registering
at MTSU, but there are only
about 10 to 15 members of Hillel.
The group’s small membership is
attributed to a lack of visibility
on campus — whenever flyers
have been placed on campus they
have been torn down by students
within hours — and fear from
more secular Jews that belonging
to Hillel would require them to be
more religiously observant.

On the first issue, Hillel will not
be deterred. They have every
intention of continuing to make
their presence known as best as
possible.

Regarding the second issue, all
are welcome at Hillel, regardless
of observance level. As stated
before, Hillel membership is
comprised of Orthodox, Reform,
Conservative, and secular Jews.

Despite their small numbers,
Hillel is involved in an abundance
of activities and offers many
opportunities to those who wish

MTSU Hillel President Jonathan King and graduate student McFall Castleman join the Muslim Student Association

Ramadan

to become involved. Each week, a
different member will host a
Shabbat gathering in their home
where there is food, friendship
and conversation.

There are a variety of guest lec-
tures planned for this semester
covering topics such as Jewish
history, Israel and more. Plans for
a Hillel Birthright Israel trip - a
national program that sends
Jewish college students to their
homeland for free — are also in
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In 2006, ExecuNet, an executive
search firm, found that 77
of recruiters run searches of can
didates on the Web to screen
applicants; 35 percent of these
same recruiters say they've elimi

percent

nated a candidate based on the

information they uncovered.
Faith-based,

or, essentially,

security clearance
any organization
that is mindful of its image can
and most likely will, access
evaluate profiles on social net
working sites during pre-screen
ing of candidates.

As long as you don't have pic
tures of yourself as a contestant in
a wet t-shirt contest, you should
be safe. After all, internet net

and

Hillel unites MTSU’s religious minority

the works.

Aside from organized events,
many members of Hillel get
together on a regular basis to go
out to eat, go to the movies or just
enjoy each other’s company.

For those who go to services,
there is carpooling to Nashville
available every week since there
are no \\'nngoguc% mn
Murfreesboro.

Hillel also hosts joint activities
with other groups; for example,

working is still a potential way to

onnect with people who may, in
it I t your career.
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the Jan nion Building, there
will be a Summer Jobs and

Internships fair. Even if vou're not
|

teetering on the brink of gradua

tion, landing the perfect summer
job or internship could be your
l\LkL'l to, one day, s Ormg vour
dream job

On Feb. 13, the Tennessee State

Fairgrounds is hosting a College
fair.

Though tickets are required, jun

to Career and Teacher

jors, seniors, grad students and
dumni can pick up free tickets in
the Career and Employment
Center.

So, class of 2007, the opportu
nities ahead of you look pretty
good. Just make sure to buff up
and you will find
yourself enjoying the

always dreamed of, complete with

your resume

job vou
401k retirement plan
and the company car. ®

your own

following a Sephardic Jewish tra-
dition (Sephardic refers to Jews of
Spanish and Arab decent), Hillel
cooked a meal for the Muslim
Student Association so they could
break their fast during Ramadan.

When asked why Hillel was
important for her, McFall
Elisheva Castleman, an MTSU
English graduate student, said, “1
grew up in a small Jewish com-
munity in the South, and it is easy
for Southern Jews to feel like they

ﬂhuva'aon/ nitiative

~ Strong work ethic
»@umputer Skl"S

Friendiyloutgomg
- Well-mannered/polite
Creativity

' -"GBA (3.0 or better)
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MTSU Career and Employment center. The Employment Center hosts job fairs and pro-

Photo by Jessica Haynes | Guest Photographer

for iftar, the breaking of the fast for the Muslim holiday

are alone amongst the sea of

evangelical Christians here in the
Bible Belt. It was refreshing to
meet others Jews at MTSU who
had similar experiences growing
up as a Jew in the South.”

McFall’s sentiments are felt by
many. They feel it is important to
have a community of fellow
Jewish people who can relate to
the experience of living as a Jew in
the predominantly Christian
southern United States.

Though Hillel is obviously
geared toward the Jewish students
on campus, students of all faiths
are welcome to be involved.
Many non-Jewish students come
to Hillel as a way to learn about
Jewish life and faith.

The national Web site for Hillel
states that the organization is “the
largest Jewish campus organiza-
tion in the world. The
Foundation for Jewish Campus
Life provides opportunities for
Jewish students at more than 500
colleges and universities to
explore and celebrate their Jewish
identity through its global net-
work of regional centers, campus
foundations and Hillel student
organizations. Hillel is working to
provoke a renaissance of Jewish
life”

Hillel's mission is to enrich the
lives of Jewish undergraduate and
graduate students so they may
enrich the Jewish community and
the world. Hillel student leaders,
professionals and lay leaders are
dedicated to creating a pluralistic,
welcoming and inclusive environ-
ment for Jewish college students
where they are encouraged
grow intellectually, spiritually and
socially.

Hillel helps students find a bal-
ance in being distinctively Jewish
and universally human by
encouraging them to pursue
“tzedek” (social justice), “tikkun
olam” (repairing the world), and
Jewish learning, and to support
Israel and global Jewish people-
hood. Hillel is committed to
excellence, innovation, accounta-
bility and results

Anyone interested in learning
Hillel or about
becoming involved can contact
Jonathan King, president, at
jbk2p@mtsu.edu, or Zachary
vice-president,at
zsr2a@mtsu.edu. ¢

more about

Roe,
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BMX madness in Middle Tennessee

By Clarence Plank
Sports Editor

Murfreesboro, Tenn. — The Tennessee Miller
Coliseum hosted the American Bicycle
Association BMX Volunteer National January 19-
21 this past weekend.

This was the first time that the ABA has held a
national in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The nationals
were original scheduled to be in Chattanooga,
Tennessee this past weekend, but things fell through.

BMX has been around for years and has grown
slightly in popularity over the years in some states
just not here in Murfreesboro.

BMX is something that the whole family can do
together because it is not impossible for the par
ents to pick a bike and start competing in the
many different stages the ABA has to offer.

“The family aspect of it is what makes it grow,”
President of ABA Clayton Johns said. “We're in
our second generation right now. It’s a great place
for the dads to get involved with the kids because
they want vou to be.”

Clayton has been president of ABA since 1981, and
the ABA has over 60,000 members nationa wide

Mark Mitchell, who has been competing for
nine years, and he enjoys being apart of the ABA

Its always a good family environment. There’s
parents helping kids, families helping families

Mitchell said. “It’s not just for kids, there are a lot

of adults that get involved in riding and they are
looking for advice to help them along.”

he ABA 1977 in
California for many people that may not know
anything about this organization or who have for

was started in southern

gotten about BMX racing.

I'here are over 1100 tracks nation wide wher
anyone can go to ride.

It does not matter about being sponsored or
the individual is serious about competing or
regular bases

Most sponsors help with entry fees, hotel and
some travel expenses.

Both young and old compete in individual class
es for trophies and points that help them move up
in the ABA ranking system.

The door is open for men, women, boy and
girls, but it depends on the rider’s ability. All riders
start off as a novice, and after they are successful in
winning eight races, they move on.

Riders at this level move into intermediate class
after 25 wins they move on to the expert classes

and later pro.

Each individual starts out as a novice and goes at
his or her own speed to improve as they get more
track time.

Jason Carnes races in the veterans’ professional
class, which is the over-thirty class and used to
race in the AA pro class. He has been with the
ABA for ten years.

Carnes has won five national titles in the veterans’
class, and helps out with fundraisers with the ABA.

Another racer is J.J] Moore from Cleveland,
Tenn., who raced on Friday and Saturday, but he
failed to make the main event for his class.

Moore runs the track in Cleveland and he came
here with some of the kids from his track.

“We did a lot better today, than Saturday,
Some of the kids won their events.
We are happy to represent our track just like all
the other tracks. Were happy to get these kids out
of town for the weekend to let them come out

Moore \\Hd

here and race.

With the BMX track or skate parks, it gives chil-
dren opportunities to stay out of trouble.

“This keeps a lot of kids out of trouble,” Moore
said. “It gives them something to do. They didn’t

have BMX so gave them something to do
because they are not into team Sports.

Owner of the Athens, Tennessee track Marc
l"L\L\’? talked about how the trach '.’.i‘m"( hL‘ i\
from helps t kids i his community stay out of

uble

BMX ( only sport in the

15-year old mar

n i'lﬂp(h'

1 son. Lheres no other sport in
YOUu Know
Children’s

'he kids that

vhere vou can do that. Do
Ray Rhodes for the Department of
¢s? He loves us,” Preskitt said
trouble come out and take up riding and

nto trouble anymore.
Athens,
and

s a track in [ennessec

Cleveland lennessee ( h.lt!.lnnl»g.!
['he track in Nashville i1s sanctioned

under a different group.

1ENNESsSee.

T'he other group is the National Bicycle League

The events that were this weekend help build
points to help showcase riders on a national level
in hopes of making the USA team in the 2008
Summer Olympics next year.

Even though some things have changed to make
BMX itself more appealing to the Olympic com
mitty, which sets a standard for all countires to
follow. The points are tallied up starting from 240

Photo by staff photographer Jay Richardson

the first bank in the track. Both racers did not make the final cut in their moto for the main event

10 points all the way to zero. The
‘cleve points is by winning their
motos

1 three motos and with each
moto they have to place in

A racer competes
the top three in order to
get points.

I'hey have the chance to receive a lot of points
a day here or there

All races that are held on Saturday and Sunday
are two competely different events so, a racer has a

even if they miss

chance to bring their point totals up in the nation-

The AA professional groups are the ones who
race for the money. Saturday winnings was
rumored to be 5,000 dollars.

Each racer recieves a trophy to stamps that can
be redeemed at the venders that travel with the
ABA BMX national tour.

First place finish has a payout of 15 dollars to
the younger kids and they can use the stamps to
buy extra gear of give back the stamps for cash.

The ABA BMX tour hopes to come back to
Murfreesboro, Tenn. next year, but only time will

al competition.

tell if they will be back this early in the year. @

MT splits against Arkansas teams

Freshman Desmond Yates and senior Tim Blue watch Arkansas State player as they move in to defend him from getting a free shot in the game. MT lost to ASU 54-51 on Wednesd

By Wesley Mize
Staff Writer

Middle Tennessee men’s basketball team
recently took on Sun Belt Conference oppo-
nents reigning from the state of Arkansas.

The Blue Raiders split the series picking up
a win on the road at Arkansas-Little Rock
university on January 20 which was preceded
by a home loss to Arkansas State three days
earlier.

MT came into the ASU game a hot-shoot-
ing team but were cooled off quickly once
they set foot in Murphy Center last
Wednesday night.

Middle Tennessee starting guard shot 2-22
from the field including a 1-13 performance
from Kevin Kanaskie. The result was close
thanks to a solid defensive effort and 23
points from Desmond Yates, but MT couldn't
overcome their shooting woes and fell to ASU
by a score of 54-51.

Kanaskie is the team’s leading scorer at just
over 12 points per game and one of the Sun
Belt’s leaders in 3-point percentage at 41 per-

PR RRRIERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRNNNRCRROOOOI////msmmm =

cent, but the Indians held Kanaskie to only 1-
9 from beyond the arc.

“When you get that kind of guard play in
college basketball, you can’t beat anybody,”
Blue Raider head coach Kermit Davis said.
“You can't beat anybody in the country when
you have that poor guard play offensively.”

Middle Tennessee (as of the Akransas State
game) holds a 4-4 record in Sun Belt
Conference play this season. The four wins
have come on the road but all four losses have
come inside Murphy Center.

“Our team was 43-18 at home going into
tonight’s game,” Davis said. “This season, we
have beat Belmont, Tennessee State and
Indiana State here and those are teams doing
very well. It's hard to explain. You've got to
look at the stats. We gave up 47 percent
tonight, on the road trip we gave up 34 per-
cent. We've always been a pretty good offen-
sive team at home. We've tried to do some
things different. Our team met extra at Kyle's
Young’s apartment, and watched extra tape,
we’ve done it all. We've just got to win a game
at home. We've got to get better guard play,

Photo by staff photographer Megan Allender

idy

and we'll start winning at home again.”

Arkansas State was led by Adrian Banks’ 17
points, while Isaac Wells finished with 16.
Yates' 23 points tied his career high.

The Blue Raiders were able to extend their
road winning streak to five on Saturday night
by picking up a 61-60 win at Arkansas-Little
Rock. Yates once again led MT with 15 points,
but his biggest play may have come on the
defensive end.

UALR was underneath it's own basket with
less than a second remaining looking for a
inbound pass to the rim for a tip-in basket,
but Yates was able to deflect the pass away and
seal the victory for MT.

MT led by 18 with 8 minutes remaining,
but UALR was able to knock down shots and
give themselves several chances to win the
game with under a minute to go.

Rashad Jones-Jennings brought UALR to
within one after a slam dunk with 55 seconds
remaining in the game. After a Kanaskie
missed, the Trojans regained possession with

See Basketball, 8

I am Sportacus

). Owen Shipley
Staff Columnist

- 4id
MTSU's stadium’s
half-empty; why?

Two things matter in Middle Tennessee sports, the Tennessee Titans
and... the Tennessee Titans. In an area that boasts several major cities,
three professional sports teams, several colleges with athletic programs,
and a non-existent rivalry with Knoxville (shouldn’t we hate the Vols on
principle?) the only team that can pull in a consistent crowd didn’t make
the playoffs this year and hasn't finished a season above .500 since 2003?
Why this unflinching support for the Flaming Thumbtacks?

Recently one of my professors asked a student from Nashville what
the aristocrats on the hill think of us valley people.

His answer was simple, “Honestly? We don’t think about
Murfreesboro. Like, at all”

He wasn'’t lying. What's worse is that even Murfreesboro doesn’t think
about Murfreesboro. Thursday night the Lady Raiders (ranked number
20 in the NATION) dismantled Arkansas State. 82-54 and less than
5,000 people saw it happen.

More people read the score on accident as they searched the
Tennessean for Sudoku puzzles than actually attended the game.

Sitting in my office/at the bar as I read my daily (sports) news, I start-
ed ranting about this phenomenon. Everyone said the same thing, “this
is a football state”

Ok, fine. I can buy that. But if it’s such a football state, then why is
there enough room left over at Floyd Stadium during most MT games
to hold a Promise Keepers Convention?

I honestly don’t know. The Raiders fought their way to their highest
ever ranking, won a co-conference champion title, and played in a
Division I-A bowl game. Did they win it? No, but 'm not sure that hav-
ing about 25 MT fans in attendance helped their chances very much.

Remember, we are talking about a team that was supposed to be years
away from even thinking about national attention or bowl games.

Which brings us back to the earlier problem, Nashville doesn’t even
know Murfreesboro exists (except for the drug dealers, of course) and
the kids in Murfreesboro are apparently so wrapped up in Principe’s
intro to philosophy class that they are starting to question whether they
exist either.

That's the best solution I can garner. Weak as it may be I can’t under-
stand how this major metropolitan area could be so apathetic. The glass
is always half empty around here.

Go to a show, a movie, or a game of any sort. Where are all the peo-
plez Some bands, some movies, and of course the Titans are immune to
this problem but doesn’t that prove that the people exist? What do they
do the rest of the week?

What got me started on this rant? The Nashville Predators. After see-
ing them play two weeks ago, and reading an article about their owner
being unhappy with attendance I decided to see just how well the team.

I knew they were leading their division but I've heard so little about
them that I figured that wasn’t a big deal.

But after checking ESPN.com’s NHL power rankings I saw that they
are apparently the number one team in hockey.

What has this dramatic rise in prominence done for their attendance?
According to espn.com it’s shot up, of course.

See Sportacus, 8
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Senior James Thomas is going into his spin for the-hammer toss. Last year Thomas broke his record three times last season

Track Team finds local success

The Blue Raider track team earned 11 total victo-
ries this weekend, defending their home turf at the
Blue Raider Invitational held in the Murphy Center.

Against a strong field with teams like Illinois,
Western Kentucky, and Southern Mississippi, junior
Carlos Morgan won the long jump event with a mark
or 25-5, the best mark by a blue raider this season,
and also finished second in the triple jump with a
mark of 48-5.25.

Morgan’s teammate Juan Walker finished second
in the long-jump event with a mark of 24-11.5, but
Walker also earned two victories of his own.

Juan won the 55-meter hurdles with'a time of 7.24,
and also won the 200-meters with a time of 21.65.

Freshman Phillip Tanner placed sixth in the 200-
meter event with a time of 22.80. Senior Jermaine
Burton placed second in the 400-meter event with a
time of 49.16, behind teammate Sean Waller, who
ran unattached because he is only eligible for the out-
door season.

The Men’s mile relay team won the mile event with
a time of 3:15.20. On the women’s side, freshman
Brittany Cox continues to impress, winning the
weight throw again with a mark of 54-9, a week after
she broke the team record for the same event. Cox
also placed second in the shot put with a mark of 41-
10.

Sophomore Stephanie Tamgho won the long
jump with a mark of 19-5 and placed second in the
triple jump with a mark of 41-4.75.

In the running events, Middle Tennessee finished
first and second in the 400-meter event, as senior
Veronica Patterson won the event with a time of
58.64 and teammate Shanna-Kay Campbell followed

her with a time of 57-16

Iceca Epps won the 55-meter hurdle with a time of
8.14, and Tiffany Owens won the 200-meter event
with a time of 25.30
went to Kentucky for

ompeted in several

Last \\L'L’.L\ \hliL“U [ennessec
the Kentucky Invitational and
events.

In only the second mect of her \n}]q_:v\.uu'r COX

1 | "
ieft her ma n Blue

has already Raider indoor
“‘.1\1\

COX, set a school record 1n the \\L]gill throw event
at the Kentucky Invitational, held at Kentucky
University tl

Her throw broke Meaghan Byrd'’s school record by

this past weekend

three inches, posting a mark of 56-3.

Fellow freshman Melyn Thompson finished
eighth in the shot put with her mark of 44-8.

On the men'’s side, Juan Walker was lights out, win
ning the 60-meter dash with a time of 6.77 against a
very strong field.

Walker also secured an NCAA provisional time in
the 60-meter hurdles, as he finished second with a
time of 7.77, just two-hundredths off Jasper Demps’
school record.

After all this, Walker was still not finished, posting
a second place finish in the long jump event with a
mark of 24-7 and sixth in the triple jump event with
a mark of 48-10.

Senior All-American Orlando Reid finished sec
ond in the 200-meters, with a time of 21.37, just
short of an NCAA provisional mark..

The Blue Raider track team travels to Champaign,
Illinois next week to participate in the Carle Health
Alliance Invite. @

Dwight's Minimart

EAT

DRINK

Blue Raider baseball to face
nine NCAA-seasoned teams

Middle Tennessee baseball diamond will see plen
ty of action this coming season as the Blue Raiders
will be playing 28 home games this season along,
with 15 conference games. :

MT announced its new schedule last year, which
includes five different teams Sun Belt home games.

The Raiders’ schedule includes nine teams, which
reached the NCAA Tournament within the last four
years.

Middle Tennessee will have an early start on the
competition within the Sun Belt Conference as they
play two weeks earlier, since Florida Atlantic and
Louisiana-Monroe have been added into the SBC
this year.

They open their season with Jacksonville State
University on February 16 through 18 and Bowling
Green February 23-25 at Reese Smith Field.

The Blue Raiders have played Jacksonville State
nine times in the last 11 seasons, which includes a
three-game series within the last four years.

Both teams were 6-6 in the last four meetings.

Last year, MT swept JSU on the road to start the
2006 season. Jacksonville State played in the NCAA
Tournament in two of the last three years, including
2006.

This season will be the first meeting between MT
and Bowling Green, who finished the season with a
26-27 and 11-16 in the Mid-American Conference
record.

Between the series with JSU and BGSU, the Blue
Raiders will travel to Birmingham, Ala. for a two
game series with Samford on February 20- 21.

Then MT commences their road trip with eight
games, a couple of single games against Lipscomb
(Feb 28), Belmont (Mar 7) and a three game series
against Missouri State (Mar 2-4) and Troy (Mar 9-
11).

MT has played MSU seven of the last eight seasons
and is currently 16-4 against the Raiders. MSU
played in the 2003 College World Series.

[toy, on the other hand, won the regular season, as

well as the SBC tournament in its first scason in the
league.

The Trojans swept the Raiders in all four of their
meetings, including the SBC tournament champi
onships game.

Then MT return home for the longest home stand
of the season, with five games against Southern
lllinois March 13-14 and Louisiana-Lafayette March
16 through 18.

ULL has faced Middle Tennessee 20 times in the
last four years, including eight games in the Sun Belt
Championships.

They have taken two-of-three in the regular season
from Middle in the last four years, but won the last
seven-of-eight in the SBC Tournament. The Ragin’
Cajuns has played in six of the last 10 NCAA
Tournaments,

On the road the Blue Raiders will be playing
against Arkansas State (March 23-25), Arkansas-
Little Rock (April 6-8), South Alabama (April 20-22),
and Florida International (March 11-13).

The Blue Raiders will be ready to face FAU (May 4-
6) and ULM (Mar 30-Apr 1), as well the rest of the
SBC foes, like New Orleans (Apr 13-15) and Western
Kentucky (May 17-19).

FAU has played in the NCAA Tournament six out-
of-eight times and made it to the Super Regional in
2002, while WKU made it in 2004, with Middle
Tennessee.

The in-state rivalry heats up when Middle
Tennessee plays Memphis (Mar 20-21), Austin Peay
(Mar 27, Apr 10), Tennessee Tech (Apr 3-4), Belmont
(Mar 7, Apr 25) and Lipscomb (Feb 27, May 9).

Vanderbilt will be playing their first game in
Murfreesboro on April 18, with Middle Tennessee
traveling to Nashville for two games on March 28
and May 8. Vanderbilt has appeared in two of the last
three NCAA tournaments.

The season opener at Reese Smith Field starts at 3
p-m. on February 16 against ]SU.¢

Middle Tennessee dominates SBC

By Cody Gibsor

B

-

Middle Tennessee made a state
ment Thursday after beating
Arkansas State and pushing their
conference winning streak to 14
games.

I'he second place team in the
Sun Belt, Arkansas State, visited
Murfreesboro and was disman
tled 82-54

The first half score appeared
close at 32-39

Yet,

turnovers in  the

with nearly twenty
half
,Arkansas State was hanging on

with hot shooting.

first

['he second half was a different
story. The Blue Raiders contin-
ued the intensity on defense and
held the Indians to merely 33 per-
cent.

MT coach Rick Insell attributed
the team’s success from their abil-
ity to press.

However, he was not pleased
with the team’s effort in the first
half citing a lack of focus. Insell
thinks this team still has room to
IMprove.

“I wasn't upset with anything |
except for the fact we did not play ’ AWK

W

B9

-

intelligent basketball,” he said.
“They were changing defense, and

Photo by Jay Richardson | Staff Photographer

ves the ball down the

GRADUATE

Sophomore Starr Orr mo

court so she can take a shot

Coffee -

Snacks - Cigarettes
Coke, Pepsi, Sundrop, Redbull

Sodas

DAILY SPECIAL

Little Cindy’s Sandwich
Bag of Lays or Rays Chips
20 oz soda
ALL FOR ONLY $3.49

KEATHLEY UNIVERSITY CENTER,
ROOM 200
PHONE: 898-5562
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM to 7PM

we were out of sync. It was very
poor thinking on our part. We
are a lot better team than that, We
are able to put a lot of pressure on
the ball, and that gives teams a lot
of problems.”

[he dynamic duo of Chrissy
Givens and Amber Holt again put
up tremendous numbers in the
victory

Givens had 27 points with six
assists and five steals. The pres-
ence she had on the defensive end

Freshman Chelsia Lymon passes the ball across the court to an

helped spark the Blue Raiders.

Givens believes keeping up the
intensity the entire game is the
key to the success of the club, so
far this season.

“We just stay motivated to
press,” she said. “It is fun to press.
We treat it almost like a game see-
ing who can get the most steals.”

Holt was solid on the inside
with 19 points, seven rebounds,
and four steals of her own.

ther Lady Raiders as

Brandi Brown scored 12 points
coming on four three pointers.

Overall, the Lady Raiders , con-
tinue their winning streak into
double digits.

I'his brings the record in con-
ference to 7-0. This is the best start
in school history for Middle
lennessee with a record of 15-3.

MT travels to North Texas last
weekend and the results will be
Wednesday's edition. ®

Photo by Jav Richardson

Staff Photographe

Middle Ter nessee beats ASU 82-54
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INTRAMURAL SPORTS
CHAMPIONS
FALL 2006

Ultimate Frisbee

Men’s Open

Sand Volleyball

Meéh’s Open

Kappa Alpha

Effin All-Stars

on occer

IFCA PIKE A

IFCB Sigma Pi*

Men’s Open A Team 1*

Men’s Open B Better Than Sex

Sorority / Women’s A D Pi

Co-Rec A Hot Pockets

Co-Rec B Northeast Southcentral United
Flag Football

Men’s A Dem Whyte Boyz

Men’s Open C-Town Players

Men’s B Prime Time

Co-Rec Team Drink

Co-Rec Team Drink

*The 2 mentioned above are Sunday
Sorority / Women’s A D Pi

Night League Winners

IFCA
IFCB

Indoor Volleyball

Kappa Alpha
Pi Kappa Phi

Men’s The Effin All-Stars
Co-Rec TBA
Sorority Chi Omega
Women’s How Now Brown Cow
IFC A Sigma Pi
IFCB Sigma Nu
Dodgeball Tournament
Women’s Kappa Delta
Men’s The Effin All-Stars
IFC SAE (1)
Co-Rec The Incredibles
Basketball
Men'’s Tha Show
Table Tennis
Kokou Houng

participants over the past four years. The Raiders finished the season 30-25

File photo
The Blue Raiders are looking forward to playing against the nine NCAA tournament

Basketball: MT split SBC games

Continued from 6

blocked two attempts at a game
winning basket for UALR with
the second block sailing out of
bounds to set up Yates' game sav-
ing deflection.

With the Middle
Tennessee improves to 5-0 on the
road in SBC games, tying the
school record for most consecu

win,

tive road league wins at any point

in the season.
Davis moved passed Charles

Greer for fourth on the school’s
all-time wins list with win No. 77.

MT hopes to extend their con
ference road win streak to six
when they travel to North Texas
on Thursday.

Middle Tennessee returns to
Murfreesboro to host Louisiana-
Lafayette on January 27 at 7 p.m.

Then they play a non-confer-
ence game against South Dakota
State on January 29 in Bookings
South Dakota.

The Raiders are currently 10-10
, 5-4 in the Sun Belt Conference.

*

Sportacus: Team lacking fans

Continued from 6

According to espn.com it’s shot
up, of course.

Overwhelmed by the recent
success of the Predators, atten
dance at the Gaylord
Entertainment Center has “leapt”
from 25th in the nation last year
to 23rd 1n 06-07, season.

T'he No. 1 team in the country
actually averages playing in front
of 445 more fans on the road
than at home.

I know this is a student paper
and I'm supposed to cover only

college athletics but I consider
this to be an epidemic that affects
every facet of life in Middle
Tennessee.

I'he Lady Raiders are on a hot
streak and deserve more than
4,400 fans. Go to
goblueraiders.com, read about
their success, and check out a
game. @

J. Owen Shipley is a Senior(ish)
English major at MTSU. You can
contact him or read a backlog of
articlest yspace.com/lamsportacus.

Up 'Til D
Friday, January 26th
Opentothe Public from 7 p.m. - Midnight

Campus Recreation Center
95 per Person or 5 St. Jude Letters

*Live Entertainment

*Hypnotist
*Free Food

*Human Foosball
*Inflatable Games

*Patient Guests Speakers
* Great Door Prizes

" Singled-Out

*Step Performances
*Eating Contests

And Much More!

The Army ROTC
as an Officer. a

pader’s Training Course is a paid 4

leader of the US. Army

-week summer expenence that

ENROLL IN ARMY m&& *

|
BECOME AN ARMY 0

For more information, visit Forrest Hall. Room 1, or contact Major Giles at 898-2470 or cgiles@mtsu.edu.
VISIT THE ARMY ROTC BOOTH AT THE MTSU SUMMER JOBS & INTERNSHIP FAIR ON FEB. 7

U S ARMY
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