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ABSTRACT

THE POTSDAM CONFERENCE: A TEACHING STRATEGY

INVOLVING PRIMARY DOCUMENTATION

by M ichael J .  Sweeny

T his  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h o ld s  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t  i n  c o l l e g e  

l e v e l  American H i s to r y  su rv e y s  s h o u ld  be ex p o sed  to  p r im ary  

docum ents to  h e lp  him i n t e r p r e t  e v id e n c e  and p r e s e n t  

c o n c lu s io n s  no m a t t e r  what f i e l d  o f  endeavor  he fo l lo w s  

a f t e r  h i s  c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  

t h e  fo rm a t  t h a t  would work b e s t  w ould  be one i n  w hich  th e  

p r im a r y  documents a r e  in te rw o v e n  i n t o  th e  t e x t  and  n o t  one 

i n  w h ich  th e  s t u d e n t  h as  to  go to  t h e  ap p en d ix  o f  a  book  o r 

to  t h e  l i b r a r y  to  o b t a i n  th e  docum ents.

A 186 page  p a p e r  was d e v e lo p e d  p r e s e n t i n g  a  s e l e c t e d  

g roup  o f  p r im a ry  documents c o v e r in g  th e  Potsdam  C o n fe re n c e .  

The p r i n c i p a l  s o u rc e  o f  th e s e  m a t e r i a l s  was t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  Fo r e i g n  R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n ited  

S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l i n  (The Potsdam C o n fe re n c e )

1 9 4 5 , Volumes I  and I I .  T h is  was supp lem en ted  by  m a t e r i a l s  

from  new spapers  and  s e v e r a l  m em o irs .

S e l e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  was made to  p r e s e n t  a 

b a l a n c e d  view o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  w h i le  em p h a s iz in g  i s s u e s



M ichael J .  Sweeny

w hich  seemed l i k e l y  to  i n t e r e s t  th e  s t u d e n t s .  They were 

th e  f a t e  o f  Germany, th e  f i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  P o l i s h  

p rob lem , p la n s  f o r  d e f e a t i n g  Jap an  and th e  p o s tw a r  s e t t l e ­

ment w i th  t h a t  c o u n t ry ,  and th e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n f lu e n c e  and 

v iew s o f  H arry  S. Truman. The th r e e  o f f i c i a l  documents 

i s s u e d  by t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  th e  P r o c la m a t io n ,  th e  Communique 

and th e  P r o to c o l ,  were a t t a c h e d  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .

T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was t e s t e d  i n  t h r e e  c o u r s e s  a t  

M iddle  T ennessee  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  in  th e  summer o f  1982.

Each s tu d e n t  was g iv e n  a p r i n t e d  copy o f  t h e  Potsdam  p a p e r .  

The s tu d e n t s  were g iv e n  one week to  com ple te  an e s s a y  on one 

o f  f i v e  t o p i c s .  They th e n  took  a  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  and 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  to  see  i f  th e y  r e a d  t h e  p ap e r  and 

answ ered  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  w hich  among o t h e r  t h in g s  i n q u i r e d  

i f  th e y  would have gone to  th e  l i b r a r y  and  r e a d  th e  main 

t e x t  o f  th e  docum ents.

R e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  a  document was d ev e lo p ed  t h a t  was 

a p p l i c a b l e  to  a l l  g ra d e s  and  s e x e s .  The s tu d e n t s  p e r fo rm e d  

v e ry  w e l l  on th e  e s s a y  and  r e a d  th e  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s .  They 

much p r e f e r r e d  th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  th e  docum ents i n  th e  t e x t  

r a t h e r  than  i n  an a p p e n d ix  o r  t h e  l i b r a r y .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

I n  F e b ru a ry ,  1945, U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l in  

Delano R o o s e v e l t ,  B r i t i s h  P r im e  M in i s t e r  W inston  S. 

C h u r c h i l l ,  and R u ss ia n  P rem ier  Jo se p h  S t a l i n  m e t a t  Y a l ta  on 

th e  Crimea f o r  a m a jo r  w artim e c o n f e r e n c e .  A number o f  

i s s u e s  w ere  d i s c u s s e d  in c lu d in g  E a s t e r n  Europe an d  Germany, 

and a s e r i e s  o f  im p o r ta n t  a g re e m e n ts  w ere  r e a c h e d .  As t im e  

e la p s e d  i t  became obvious to  t h e  W este rn  Powers t h a t  R u s s ia  

was n o t  l i v i n g  up to  some o f  t h e  a g re e m e n ts ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r e e  

e l e c t i o n s  i n  P o la n d .

C h u r c h i l l ,  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b l e s  in  March 

and A p r i l  o f  1945, d is c u s s e d  t h e s e  p rob lem s w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  

R o o s e v e l t .  The P r e s i d e n t  was o f  th e  b e l i e f  t h e  v a r io u s  

p rob lem s c o u ld  be r e s o lv e d .  On A p r i l  12, 1945, R o o se v e l t  

d i e d .  H is s u c c e s s o r  was H arry  S . Truman, who a s  V ic e -  

P r e s i d e n t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  kep t in fo rm e d  o f  th e  p ro b lem s  

r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  Y a l ta  c o n f e r e n c e .

The P r e s i d e n t  was e n l i g h t e n e d  a b o u t  th e  prob lem s a s  

he r e a d  t h e  c a b le s  and l i s t e n e d  to  t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

a d v i s o r s .  C h u r c h i l l ,  in  a c a b l e  on May 9 , 1945, co n v in ced  

Truman t h a t  ex c h a n g in g  d ip lo m a t ic  n o t e s  would n o t  s o lv e  t h e

1
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problem s among th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  and th e  

S o v ie t  U nion. A c o n f e r e n c e  among them was n e c e s s a r y  to  

r e s o l v e  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  S t a l i n  a g re e d  and Potsdam , a  su b u rb  

i n  t h e  S o v ie t  S e c to r  i n  B e r l i n ,  Germany, was chosen  as t h e  

c o n fe re n c e  s i t e .  T h is  became th e  l a s t  W orld War I I  

c o n f e r e n c e .

A number o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  a g reem en ts  w ere re a c h e d  a t  

Potsdam  in v o lv in g  Germany, P o la n d ,  I r a n ,  Turkey , A u s t r i a ,  

J a p a n ,  and o t h e r  a r e a s .  T h ree  m ajo r  documents w ere  i s s u e d :  

t h e  P r o c la m a t io n ,  Communique, and P r o to c o l .  The P ro c lam a­

t i o n  c a l l e d  upon J a p a n  to  s u r r e n d e r .  The Communique, w h ich  

was r e l e a s e d  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce , 

l i s t e d  th e  t o p i c s  c o v e re d  a t  t h e  c o n fe re n c e .  The P r o to c o l ,  

r e l e a s e d  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  c o n ta in e d  t h e  fo rm a l ag reem en ts  

r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .

Robin George C o llin g w o o d  i n  h i s  c l a s s i c ,  The I d e a  o f  

H i s t o r y , s a i d  t h a t  " e v e r y  h i s t o r i a n  w ould a g re e  . . . t h a t  

h i s t o r y  i s  a  k in d  o f  r e s e a r c h  o r  i n q u i r y . "  He f u r t h e r  

s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  p ro c e e d s  by " t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e v id e n c e :  

w here  e v id e n c e  i s  a c o l l e c t i v e  name f o r  t h i n g s  w hich s i n g l y  

a r e  c a l l e d  docum ents. . . . "^  Henry S t e e l e  Commanger i n  A 

S tudy  o f  H i s to r y  q u o te s  w i th  f a v o r  C a r l  B e c k e r 's  s ta te m e n t

■^Robin George C o llin g w o o d , The Id e a  o f  H i s to r y  (New 
York: O xford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1957, A Galaxy Book), pp .
9 - 1 0 .
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2
t h a t  " e v e r y  man i s  h i s  own h i s t o r i a n . "  And he says  t h a t

we a l l  do i n  a  c ru d e  f a s h io n  w hat p r o f e s s i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n s

do. We c o l l e c t  e v id e n c e ,  o r g a n iz e  i t ,  d r e s s  i t  up w i th
3

drama and  a r t ,  and i n t e r p r e t  i t .

Numerous s tu d e n t  m anuals such  as  t h o s e  by J u l e s  R. 

B enjam in , Norman C a n te r ,  and o t h e r s  a g re e  t h a t  th e  u s e  o f  

p r im a ry  documents by t h e  s tu d e n t s  f o r  w r i t i n g  i s  v e ry  

im p o r t a n t .  Y e t ,  i n  m ost i n s t a n c e s ,  s t u d e n t s  i n  h i s t o r y  

c o u r s e s  on th e  j u n i o r  h ig h ,  h ig h  sc h o o l  and  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

c o l l e g e  l e v e l s  n o rm a lly  l e a r n  by r e a d in g  te x tb o o k s ,  

l i s t e n i n g  to  l e c t u r e s ,  w a tch in g  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  and 

o th e r w is e  r e c e i v i n g  p r e - d i g e s t e d  se c o n d a ry  m a t e r i a l s .  There  

have b e e n  some e f f o r t s  a t  p ro d u c in g  m a t e r i a l s  a l lo w in g  th e  

s tu d e n t  to  use  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l s ;  i n  two i n s t a n c e s ,  p r im a ry  

s o u rc e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  main t e x t  o f  t h e  book . The 

H arv ard  U n i v e r s i t y  S tu d ie s  P r o j e c t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  p r im a ry  

m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  main t e x t .  In  one o f  t h e i r  w o rk s ,  The 

Am erican R e v o lu t io n ,  C r i s i s  o f  Law and C hange, th e  e d i t o r s  

w r i t e ,  " t h e  book a id s  th e  s tu d e n t  i n  d e v e lo p in g  a  c l e a r e r  

id e a  and  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  i s s u e s  in v o lv e d  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  

c o n f l i c t . " ^  The Amherst P r o j e c t ,  sp o n so re d  by  Amherst

2
Henry S t e e l e  Commanger, A S tudy  o f  H i s to r y  

(Columbus, Ohio: C h a r le s  E. M e r r i l l  Books, I n c . , 1966) , p .
15.

3 I b id .
4Donald W. O l i v e r  and F red  M. Newmann, The Am erican 

R e v o lu t io n ,  C r i s i s  o f  Law and Change (New York: Xerox
C o rp o r a t io n ,  15 6 7 ) ,  back  co v e r .
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C o l le g e ,  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e s  p r im ary  so u rce  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  

m ain t e x t .  The Van N o s tra n d  A n v il  p ap erb ack  s e r i e s  fo llo w s  

th e  fo rm a t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  p r im a ry  so u rce  m a t e r i a l  a t  the  

end  o f  th e  main t e x t  o f  t h e i r  b o o k s . Norman G raeb n e r  in  

C old  War Diplomacy 1945-1960 , an A n v il  p a p e rb a c k ,  p r e s e n t s  a 

b r i e f  su rv e y  o f  Am erican f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  w i th  p r im a ry  source  

m a t e r i a l  l o c a t e d  i n  th e  back  o f  t h e  book. I n  t h i s  app roach , 

t h e  s tu d e n t  must s to p  and s e a rc h  f o r  th e  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l ,  

r e a d  i t  and th e n  r e t u r n  t o  th e  main t e x t .

I t  i s  th e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  the  

s tu d e n t s  i n  th e  sophomore c o l l e g e  l e v e l  Am erican H i s to r y  

c o u r s e  s h o u ld  be ex p o sed  to  p r im a ry  documents t o  h e l p  them 

u n d e r s t a n d  more how to  i n t e r p r e t  e v id e n c e  and p r e s e n t  

c o n c lu s io n s  no m a t t e r  w hat f i e l d  o f  endeavor th e y  fo l lo w  

a f t e r  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  c o n te n t io n  o f  

t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  fo rm at t h a t  would work b e s t  would 

be one i n  w hich t h e  p r im a ry  documents a r e  in te rw o v e n  i n t o  

t h e  t e x t  and  n o t  one i n  w hich  th e  s tu d e n t  h a s  to  go t o  the  

ap p en d ix  o f  a book o r  to  t h e  l i b r a r y  to  o b t a i n  th e  documents.

Any number o f  e v e n ts  in  American H i s to r y  c o u ld  be 

chosen  to  dev e lo p  su ch  a  p r im ary  so u rc e  document f o r  th e  use 

o f  th e  s t u d e n t .  Potsdam  h a s  been chosen  s in c e  i t s  d e c i s io n s  

c o n t in u e  t o  a f f e c t  A m e r ic a 's  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and th e  l i f e  o f  

many p e o p le  i n  th e  w o r ld  to d ay  th ro u g h  a d iv id e d  Germany, a 

P o l i s h  p rob lem , a T u rk is h -R u s s ia n  c o n t e s t  o v e r  th e  

D a r d a n e l l e s ,  and a c o n t in u in g  n u c l e a r  w a r fa r e  c o n t r o v e r s y .
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The f i r s t  and most t im e-consum ing  p a r t  o f  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  was c r e a t i n g  th e  document p r e s e n t i n g  th e  

p r im a ry  s o u rc e s  on th e  Potsdam C o nference  to  t h e  s tu d e n t s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  so u rc e  f o r  th e s e  m a t e r i a l s  was t h e  U n ited  

S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l i n  (The Potsdam C onfe rence )

1 9 4 5 , Volumes I  and I I  (W ashington: U n ited  S t a t e s  Govern­

ment P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1960). T h is  i s  a  m a ss iv e  work 

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  two l e n g th y  vo lum es. T h is  was su p p lem en ted  by 

n ew spaper  m a t e r i a l s  from  th e  p e r i o d  and by p r im a ry  so u rc e  

m a t e r i a l s  from  s e v e r a l  memoirs o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in c lu d in g  

th o s e  by P r e s i d e n t  Truman and M arsha l Ahukov, and  by 

m a t e r i a l s  from  s c h o l a r l y  works on th e  p e r io d .

N e i th e r  o f  th e  m ajo r  works on th e  Po tsdam  C onference  

by H e r b e r t  F e i s  and C h a r le s  Mee p r e s e n t  any p r im a ry  

m a te r ia ls ." *  Thus, i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  a u t h o r  to  choose 

w h ich  m a t e r i a l s  w ere m ost a p p r o p r i a t e .  S e l e c t i o n  was made 

w i t h  th e  i d e a  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a  b a la n c e d  view  o f  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e ,  w h i le  a t  th e  same t im e  e m p h as iz in g  th e  i s s u e s  

w h ich  seemed most l i k e l y  to  i n t e r e s t  th e  s t u d e n t s  i n  an 

i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o l l e g e  American H i s to r y  s u rv e y .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  

f o u r  i s s u e s  w ere s e l e c t e d :  th e  f a t e  o f  Germany now t h a t  t h e

H e rb e r t  F e i s ,  Between War and Peace The Potsdam 
C o n fe ren ce  ( P r in c e to n :  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 960);  C h a r le s
Mee, J r . ,  M eeting  a t  Potsdam (New York: M. Evans and
Company, 1975) .
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war i n  Europe was o y e r ;  t h e  f i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  P o l i s h  

problem ; th e  p l a n s  f o r  d e f e a t i n g  J a p a n  and th e  s e t t l e m e n t  

w i th  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  t h e  war; and  th e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

in f lu e n c e ,  and v iew s o f  U n ited  S t a t e s  P r e s i d e n t  H arry  S. 

Truman. F i n a l l y ,  th e  t h r e e  o f f i c i a l  docum ents i s s u e d  by  th e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  t h e  P ro c la m a t io n ,  t h e  Communique, and t h e  

P r o to c o l ,  w ere  a t t a c h e d  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .

Having chosen  th e  m a t e r i a l ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  

a u th o r  to  p r o v id e  th e  s tu d e n t s  w i t h  some g u id a n c e .  The 

f i r s t  c h a p te r  o f  th e  t e s t i n g  document was a  summary o f  th e  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  Europe i n  1945 , a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n  o f  why th e  

co n fe ren c e  was c a l l e d ,  an  overv iew  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  i t s e l f  

and th e  docum ents i t  i s s u e d ,  and a n  e x p la n a t io n  to  th e  

s tu d e n t s  ab o u t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  in  w h ich  th e y  would p a r t i c i p a t e .  

I n t r o d u c to r y  an d  t r a n s i t o r y  s ta t e m e n t s  by th e  a u th o r  w ere  

n e c e s s a r y  th ro u g h  th e  n i n e  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a p t e r s .  In  a l l  o f  

t h i s  th e  p r i n c i p l e  was fo l lo w e d  t h a t  th e  a u th o r  sh o u ld  

p ro v id e  enough e x p l a n a t i o n  to  th e  s t u d e n t s  so th ey  c o u ld  

u n d e r s ta n d  th e  docum ents . At th e  same t im e ,  an a t t e m p t  was 

made to  g ive  no i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  documents th e m se lv e s  

s in c e  t h a t  was t h e  e s s e n t i a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  i n  th e  

e s s a y  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  e x e r c i s e .

F i n a l l y ,  h a v in g  p roduced  a  186-page  document t h e  

a u th o r  had t h e  document p r i n t e d  and  bound a t  th e  M iddle  

Tennessee S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r in t  Shop. Thus, each  s t u d e n t  

was fu rn i s h e d  w i t h  a p e r s o n a l  copy o f  th e  Potsdam Document.
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The d i s s e r t a t i o n  was th e n  f i e l d  t e s t e d  i n  t h r e e  

A m erican H is to r y  s u rv e y  c l a s s e s  on th e  campus o f  M idd le  

T e n n essee  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  summer o f  1982. The 

c l a s s e s  were t a u g h t  by  Dr. Newell S. Moore, D r. J e r r y  

B r o o k s h ir e ,  and Dr. D avid  Rowe. S i x t y - f i v e  s tu d e n t s  r e a d  

th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  and co m p le ted  a  number o f  academ ic  

e x e r c i s e s .  They w ere  g iv e n  a c h o ic e  o f  one o f  f i v e  t a k e -  

home e s s a y s  c o v e r in g  an  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e :  

th e  f a t e  o f  Germany a t  Potsdam; P o la n d  a t  t h e  c o n fe re n c e ;  

J ap an  a t  th e  c o n fe re n c e  ( t h i s  d e a l t  w ith  t h e  o r i g i n s  and th e  

i s s u a n c e  o f  th e  Potsdam  P r o c la m a t io n ,  which c a l l e d  upon 

J a p a n  to  s u r r e n d e r ) ; t h e  views o f  th e  Am erican P r e s i d e n t  

H arry  S. Truman; o r  compare and c o n t r a s t  t h e  communique and 

p r o t o c o l .  The s t u d e n t s  were to  do a  fo u r -  t o  e i g h t - p a g e  

e s s a y ,  w o rth  s i x t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  grades.**

The s tu d e n t s  w ere  g iv en  one  week to  co m p le te  t h e  

e x e r c i s e .  On th e  day t h e  e s sa y s  w ere  r e t u r n e d ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  

p e r fo rm e d  two i n - c l a s s  e x e r c i s e s .  A m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  

and an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  were a d m in i s t e r e d ,  w hich w ere  

d e s ig n e d  to  se e  i f  t h e  s tu d e n t s  r e a d  th e  P o tsdam  Document in  

g e n e r a l  and d id  n o t  j u s t  fo l lo w  t h e  e s sa y  g u i d e l i n e s .  A 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  a number o f  i t e m s ,  e . g . ,  i f  they

£
The r e a d e r  w i l l  f i n d  c o p i e s  o f  each  o f  th e s e  

e x e r c i s e s  and a  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  c o n c lu d in g  
c h a p t e r  o f  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  b e g in n in g  on page  196.
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w ould have gone to  th e  l i b r a r y  and r e a d  th e  m ain t e x t  o f  th e  

docum ents .

Thus, t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t r a c e d  th e  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  

Potsdam C o n fe ren ce ,  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o c e e d in g s ,  and th e  

c o n c lu s io n .  Most o f  th e  m a t e r i a l s  c o m p ile d  f o r  s t u d e n t  u se  

a r e  from t h e  a c t u a l  documents coming from  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  

Some new spaper co v erag e  from  th e  New Y ork Times h a s  been  

in c lu d e d  to  g iv e  th e  s tu d e n t  an id e a  o f  p u b l i c  c o v e ra g e  o f  

t h e  c o n f e re n c e .  The s tu d e n t s  w ere g i v e n  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l  

w i th o u t  any  comments from  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  

f i e l d .  They w ere n o t  in fo rm ed  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n s  o r  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o ls  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d ip lo m acy .  T h is  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  h as  g iv e n  t h e  s tu d e n t  a n  i n - d e p t h  s tu d y  i n t o  

t h e  in te rw o rk in g s  o f  a  d ip lo m a t ic  c o n f e r e n c e ,  an e x e r c i s e ,  

w h ich  would b e  p r o h i b i t i v e  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  to  do i n  c l a s s  

s i n c e  he i s  u n d e r  a r i g i d  t im e  l i m i t  t o  cover  v a s t  amounts 

o f  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  Am erican H is to r y  s u r v e y  c o u r s e .

The r e a d e r  sh o u ld  b e a r  i n  m ind th e s e  documents w ere  

n o t  made p u b l i c  u n t i l  1960, f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  

c o n f e re n c e .  Thus, w hat t r a n s p i r e d  was k e p t  from  th e  p u b l i c  

a t  th e  t im e .  The a u th o r  l e f t  th e  code symbols su ch  as 

"TOP SECRET" AND "MOST SECRET" in  t h e  docum ents to  g iv e  th e  

r e a d e r  a " f e e l "  f o r  th e  document. T h e se  documents were 

m a in ly  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b le s  o r  t e l e g r a m s ,  and  th e  code  symbols 

a r e  im p o r ta n t  i n  d e te rm in in g  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  who w ould
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r e a d  them. In  some c a s e s  code "EYES ONLY" a p p e a r s  and t h a t  

means th e  document was f o r  t h e  ey es  o n ly  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t .

The n e x t  t e n  c h a p te r s  c o n s i s t  o f  th e  documents 

com p iled  f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s .  The f i n a l  c h a p te r  

d e a l s  w i th  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  f i e l d  t e s t  w hich  in c lu d e s  

sam ple e s s a y s  and r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t ,  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  and  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  F i n a l l y ,  c e r t a i n  

c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  r e a c h e d  from t h i s  r e s e a r c h .



CHAPTER II

SUMMARY OF THE POTSDAM CONFERENCE

The y e a r  1945 fo u n d  th e  w ar  i n  Europe and i n  th e  

P a c i f i c  c o n t in u in g .  On F eb ru ary  11 , 1945, th e  Y a l t a  

(Crim ea) C onference  i n  t h e  S o v ie t  Union, a t t e n d e d  by  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t ,  B r i t i s h  Prim e 

M in i s t e r  W inston S. C h u r c h i l l  and R u ss ia n  P rem ie r  J o s i p  

S t a l i n ,  ended  and i s s u e d  an o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  t a l k s ,  

r e f e r r e d  to  as a  communique. Among th e  i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  

th e  c o n fe re n c e  w e re :  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  Germany, th e  o c c u p a t io n

and c o n t r o l  o f  Germany; a  d e c l a r a t i o n  on l i b e r a t e d  E u ro p e ; 

P o land ; Y u g o s la v ia ;  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  O r g a n iz a t io n ;  and 

g e n e r a l  u n i t y  f o r  p e a c e  a f t e r  th e  w a r .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  

Y a l ta  o r  Crimea C o n fe re n c e  problem s a r o s e .  A communist 

governm ent came i n t o  pow er in  Rumania. T h is  was a v i o l a t i o n  

o f  th e  American and  B r i t i s h  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  D e c l a r a t i o n  on 

L i b e r a t e d  Europe, a g re e d  upon a t  Y a l t a .  The D e c la r a t i o n  h a d  

e x p r e s s e d  th e  v iew s o f  t h e  U nited  S t a t e s ,  G rea t  B r i t a i n  and  

th e  S o v i e t  Union on c o u n t r i e s  l i b e r a t e d  from  th e  r u l e  o f  

H i t l e r ' s  Germany.

Prim e M i n i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  began  

in fo rm in g  R o o s e v e l t  t h a t  t h e  R u ss ia n s  were p u t t i n g  a

10
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communist government in  P o la n d .  T h is  was d e f i n i t e l y  a 

v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  Y a l ta  o r  Crim ea agreem ent on P o lan d . There 

were two P o l i s h  governm ents i n  1945, one i n  London composed 

o f  e x i l e s  and one in  Warsaw form ed a f t e r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  

th e  c o u n t ry  from N azi r u l e .  The Y a l t a  o r  Crim ea agreem ent 

on P o lan d  c a l l e d  f o r  f r e e  e l e c t i o n s .  The R u s s ia n s  were n o t  

l i v i n g  up to  t h a t  ag reem ent f o r  f r e e  e l e c t i o n s .  In  A p r i l ,  

1945, t h e  American Ambassador to  th e  S o v ie t  Union, W.

A v e r e l l  H arrim an , s e n t  a m essage to  P r e s i d e n t  R o o se v e l t  

s a y in g  th e  R u ss ian s  were n o t  a l lo w in g  th e  Am erican Navy 

a c c e s s  t o  Gdynia, P o land , a s  a g re e d  to  a t  Y a l t a .

On A p r i l  12, 1945, t r a g e d y  s t r u c k  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  

o f  A m erica. F r a n k l in  D. R o o s e v e l t  d ie d .  A fo rm er S e n a to r  

from  M is s o u r i ,  V ic e - P r e s id e n t  H arry  S. Truman, assumed th e  

o f f i c e  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  Truman, V ice -  

P r e s i d e n t  f o r  o n ly  two and t w o - th i r d s  m onths, had  been  k e p t  

i n  the  d a rk  on f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  m a t t e r s  by R o o s e v e l t .  Thus, 

t h e  man from M is s o u r i  had  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l e a r n i n g  to  do 

when he  became th e  t h i r t y - t h i r d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n ited  

S t a t e s .  In  do ing  so he became aware o f  th e  prob lem s t h a t  

h a d  a r i s e n  s in c e  th e  Y a l ta  (Crim ea) C o n fe re n c e .

Upon S t a l i n ' s  i n q u i r y ,  H arrim an s a i d  th e  b e s t  way to  

show c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  be tw een  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and R u ss ia  

was to  s e n d  th e  R u ss ian  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r y ,  V y ach es lav  

M olotov , to  th e  San F ra n c is c o  C o n fe ren ce  cor th e  o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  U n ited  N a t io n s .  M olotov  s to p p e d  o f f  in
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W ashington , D .C ., f o r  two m ee tin g s  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  Truman on 

h i s  way to  San F r a n c i s c o .  At th e  second  one Truman b l u n t l y  

t o l d  the  R u s s ia n  t h a t  h i s  c o u n t ry  w ould  have  no p rob lem s 

w i th  the  U n i te d  S t a t e s  i f  th e  R u ss ia n s  w ould  s im ply  c a r r y  

o u t  t h e i r  e n d  o f  th e  ag reem en ts  r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  Y a l ta  

(Crimea) C o n fe re n c e .  He t o l d  them to  q u i t  v i o l a t i n g  t h e s e  

ag reem ents  an d  th e r e  w ould  be no p rob lem s be tw een  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  and R u s s ia .  The b l u n t  la n g u a g e  u p s e t  M olotov. 

However, P r e s i d e n t  Truman d id  n o t  a p o lo g iz e  f o r  h i s  to u g h  

t a l k .

T h ings  d id  n o t  im prove. R u s s ia  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  

V ienna a f t e r  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  e a s t e r n  A u s t r i a  from N a z i  

r u l e .  They would n o t  a l lo w  e i t h e r  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o r  

G re a t  B r i t a i n  e n t r y  i n t o  V ienna. On May 6 , 1945, C h u r c h i l l  

s e n t  a c a b le  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman s u g g e s t i n g  a  c o n fe re n c e  

w ould  be a  good way t o  s o lv e  t h e s e  p rob lem s w i th  th e  S o v i e t  

Union. C h u r c h i l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s e n d in g  m essages  o r  c a b l e s  

h a d  n o t  b een  s u c c e s s f u l .

Two days l a t e r  th e  war i n  Europe en d ed  w i th  t h e  

German s u r r e n d e r .  The n e x t  day P r e s i d e n t  Truman s e n t  a  

Top S e c re t  message t o  C h u r c h i l l ,  a g r e e in g  w i t h  th e  P rim e 

M i n i s t e r ' s  s u g g e s t io n  f o r  a c o n f e r e n c e .  The F rench  w ere  

e x c lu d e d  from  the  e n t i r e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s .  A number o f  

i n c i d e n t s  be tw een  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and F ra n c e  d u r in g  and  

a f t e r  World War I I  l e d  to  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  The F rench  

r e f u s e d  to  l e a v e  S t u t t g a r t ,  Germany. The American
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Commanding G enera l o f  the  S i x t h  Army, J a c o b  L. D e v e rs ,  had 

t o l d  th e  F rench  t ro o p s  to  l e a v e  th e  c i t y .  But G e n e ra l  

De G au lle  h ad  o r d e r e d  the  t r o o p s  to  re m a in  t h e r e .  P r e s id e n t  

Truman, th ro u g h  d ip lo m a t ic  c h a n n e ls ,  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  to  

G eneral De G au lle  t e l l i n g  him  s u p p l i e s  t o  th e  F re n c h  were 

b e in g  s to p p e d .  The French t r o o p s  th e n  l e f t  th e  c i t y .

A nother i n c i d e n t  o c c u r re d  i n  J u n e ,  1945, when t h e  F rench  

t r i e d  to  make a b o r d e r  change i n  the  A o s ta  V a l le y  i n  n o r th ­

w est I t a l y .  A gain , P r e s id e n t  Truman was in fo rm e d  o f  t h i s  

and he s e n t  a l e t t e r  to  De G a u l le  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  d i s g u s t  

w i th  t h i s  a c t i o n .  Though De G a u l le  c o r r e c t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  

France was n o t  i n v i t e d  to  th e  upcoming c o n f e r e n c e .

To p r e p a re  f o r  the  c o n fe re n c e  P r e s i d e n t  Truman s e n t ,  

in  May, 1 9 45 , H a rry  Hopkins an d  Joseph  D av ies  on d ip lo m a t ic  

m is s io n s .  H opkins , a  form er a d v i s o r  to  R o o s e v e l t ,  was sen t  

to  Moscow. There h e  would c o n f e r  w i th  S t a l i n  on a  number o f  

i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n fe re n c e .  D a v ie s ,  a  fo rm e r  

Ambassador to  Moscow, was s e n t  to  London to  d i s c u s s  v a r io u s  

i s s u e s  w i t h  C h u r c h i l l .  S t a l i n  now a g re e d  to  a c o n fe re n c e  

a l s o .

The R u ss ia n s  were p l a c e d  in  c h a rg e  o f  c h o o s in g  a 

l o c a t i o n  f o r  th e  m e e t in g .  They chose a  su b u rb  o f  B e r l i n  in  

th e  S o v ie t  S e c to r  c a l l e d  Potsdam . R u s s ia  h ad  l i b e r a t e d  

B e r l in ,  a n d  the  c i t y  was to  b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t o r s :  

American, B r i t i s h  an d  S o v ie t .  L a te r  th e  F rench  w o u ld  a lso  

r e c e iv e  a  s e c t o r .  The h o u s in g  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  d e le g a te s
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would be i n  B a b e ls b e rg ,  so u th w e s t  o f  Potsdam, Germany, i n  

th e  S o v ie t  S e c to r .  An American p r e s i d e n t  does n o t  m e re ly  

a t t e n d  a  c o n f e r e n c e .  M ajor G e n e ra l  F loyd L. P a rk s ,  Am erican 

Commanding G enera l  o f  t h e  B e r l i n  D i s t r i c t ,  was g ra n te d  

p e rm is s io n  from th e  R u ss ia n s  to  c h e c k  o u t  th e  h o u s in g  

c o n d i t io n s  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  Truman and  th e  Am erican d e l e g a t i o n .  

Major G en e ra l  P a rk s  w ould  i n  a  d e t a i l e d  memorandum, w hich  

h a s  b een  in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  make some recom m endations  

on h o u s in g  and l o c a t i o n  f o r  th e  m e e t in g .  Communication 

equipm ent was n e e d e d  f o r  th e  A m ericans  to  keep  th e  Am erican 

d e l e g a t io n  in  c o n t a c t  w i th  W ash ing ton , D .C ., and  o th e r  

i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  However, to  i n s t a l l  t h i s  eq u ip m en t,  

p e rm is s io n  from th e  R u s s ia n s  was n e e d e d .  The American 

Ambassador to  Moscow, H arrim an , s e n t  a  n o te  m arked "URGENT 

AND TOP SECRET" to  t h e  S o v ie t  A s s i s t a n t  F o re ig n  Commissar 

Vyshinsky s e e k in g  p e r m is s io n  to  i n s t a l l  t h i s  equ ipm ent, 

which was q u ic k ly  g r a n t e d .

The agenda f o r  th e  c o n f e r e n c e  was a n o th e r  

d i f f i c u l t y .  The B r i t i s h  s e n t  a l i s t  o f  p ro p o se d  to p ic s  to  

th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  A m erican S t a t e  D epartm ent o f f i c i a l s  

a n a ly z e d  t h i s  l i s t  and  made t h e i r  comments known to  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman. The U n i te d  S t a t e s  would make fo u r  m a jo r  

agenda p r o p o s a l s  on th e  f i r s t  day o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e .  The 

S o v ie ts  w ould  n o t  r e v e a l  t h e i r  l i s t  u n t i l  th e  c o n fe re n c e .

The P r e s i d e n t  t r a v e l e d  by t r a i n  from W ashing ton , 

D .C ., to  Newport News, V i r g i n i a ,  to  b o a rd  th e  A ugusta  on
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J u ly  6, 1945, f o r  a  s e a  voyage to  A ntw erp , Belgium . T h is  

voyage gave th e  P r e s i d e n t  n i n e  days to  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e ,  w hich was s c h e d u le d  J u ly  16, 1945. The 

P r e s i d e n t  a r r i v e d  i n  B elgium  on J u ly  15 , 1945, and th e n  took 

a p la n e  to  B e r l i n .

The s t a r t  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  was d e la y e d  one day 

b e c a u se  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  s u f f e r e d  a  m i ld  h e a r t  a t t a c k ,  b u t  th e  

p u b l i c  w ould  o n ly  be  t o l d  by th e  news m ed ia  t h a t  S t a l i n  was 

d e la y e d .  The c o n fe re n c e  began  on J u ly  17, 1945, and ended 

on A ugust 2 , 1945.

There  w ere t h i r t e e n  o f f i c i a l  p l e n a r y  m e e t in g s .  At 

f i r s t  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w ere  P r e s i d e n t  Truman, B r i t i s h  Prim e 

M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l ,  and P re m ie r  S t a l i n .  Truman was made 

cha irm an  f o r  th e  m e e t in g s  b e c a u se  he was t h e  o n ly  h ead  o f  

s t a t e  a t t e n d i n g .  On J u ly  26 , 1945, th e  c o n f e r e n c e  r e c e s s e d  

to  a l lo w  B r i t i s h  P rim e M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  t o  r e t u r n  to  

London to  w a i t  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s .  Under th e  B r i t i s h  

sy s tem , t h e  p a r t y  w i th  th e  m ost s e a t s  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  form s 

th e  governm ent. C h u r c h i l l ' s  p a r t y  l o s t ,  and th e  new Prime 

M in i s t e r  was Clement A t t l e e ,  who a t t e n d e d  th e  r e su m p t io n  o f  

th e  c o n fe re n c e  on J u l y  28, 1945.

On J u ly  26 , 1945, t h e  Potsdam  P r o c la m a t io n  was 

i s s u e d  to  th e  w o r ld ,  s ig n e d  by th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  G re a t  

B r i t a i n ,  and C hina . I t  c a l l e d  upon J a p a n  t o  g iv e  up o r  face  

e x t e n s iv e  d e s t r u c t i o n .  The p ro c la m a t io n  was i s s u e d  on th e  

f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  t e s t  o f  an a to m ic  bomb, b u t  d id  n o t  r e f e r
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d i r e c t l y  to  th e  bomb. The o f f i c i a l  m e e tin g s  w i t h  th e  h e a d s  

o f  governm ent a g a in  s to p p e d  f o r  two days , J u ly  2 9 , 1945, to  

J u l y  30, 1945, b e c a u se  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  became i l l .

At i t s  c o n c lu s io n  on A ugust 2 , th e  c o n f e re n c e ,  a s  in  

th e  c a se  o f  th e  Y a l t a  (C rim ea) C o n fe re n c e ,  i s s u e d  a  

communique to  th e  w o r ld .  The c o n fe re n c e  a l s o  p r e p a r e d  a  

p r o t o c o l .  A p r o t o c o l  p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  th e  o f f i c i a l  ag reem en ts  

r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  The communique r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a 

number o f  v i t a l  i s s u e s  w ere  d i s c u s s e d  a t  Potsdam : 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c o u n c i l  o f  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s ;  th e  p o s t ­

w ar t r e a t m e n t  o f  Germany; r e p a r a t i o n s  from Germany; d i s p o s a l  

o f  t h e  German navy  and m erch an t  m ar in e  f l e e t ;  t h e  t r a n s f e r  

o f  a  c i t y  (K o e n ig sb e rg )  to  th e  S o v ie t  Union; f a t e  o f  war 

c r i m i n a l s ;  s i t u a t i o n  o f  A u s t r i a ;  f u t u r e  o f  P o la n d ;  

c o n c lu s io n  o f  p e a c e  t r e a t i e s  w i th  v a r io u s  c o u n t r i e s  and 

ad m iss io n  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  i n t o  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s ;  

t e r r i t o r i a l  t r u s t e e s h i p s ;  a l l i e d  c o n t r o l  com m issions in  

Rumania, B u l g a r i a ,  and H ungary; t r a n s f e r  o f  German p o p u la ­

t i o n ;  and m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  P a c i f i c  a g a i n s t  J a p a n .

The p r o t o c o l  c o v e re d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  th e  

p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t io n e d  t o p i c s .  However, i t  a l s o  c o n ta in e d  

some w hich w ere  n o t  r e p o r t e d  to  th e  p u b l i c  im m e d ia te ly .

These in c lu d e d :  o i l  equ ipm ent i n  Rumania; i n t e r n a t i o n a l

zone o f  T a n g ie r ;  t h e  B lack  Sea S t r a i t s ;  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n l a n d  

w ate rw ays; I r a n ;  European  i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  c o n fe re n c e ;  

d i r e c t i v e s  to  m i l i t a r y  commanders on a l l i e d  c o n t r o l  c o u n c i l
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fo r  Germany; and  use  o f  a l l i e d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s a t e l l i t e  

r e p a r a t i o n s  o r  w ar t r o p h i e s .  The p r o to c o l  was f i n a l l y  

r e l e a s e d  to  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  1947 b e c a u se  m ost o f  th e  a g r e e ­

ments m e n tio n e d  in  i t  h ad  been  c a r r i e d  o u t .

R a re ly  a r e  d ip lo m a t ic  c o n fe re n c e s  n e a t  and o r d e r l y .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  Potsdam  C onference  w ere  c e r t a i n l y  

in c o m p le te .  F or  exam ple , t h e r e  was a  compromise on th e  

w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d .  The P o l i s h  Government would 

a d m i n i s t e r  fo rm er  German t e r r i t o r y  u n t i l  a  German p eace  

c o n fe re n c e  was h e ld ,  b u t  t h i s  German p eace  c o n fe re n c e  was 

n e v e r  h e l d .  The A l l i e d  C o n tro l  C o u n c il  i n  B e r l in  was to  

dea l w i t h  v a r io u s  p ro b le m s ,  p o l i t i c a l  and econom ic. The 

S o v ie ts  i n s t e a d  i n s t a l l e d  t h e i r  own governm ent.

The r e a c t i o n  to  Potsdam has  v a r i e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s .  

The c o n f e r e n c e  was made in t o  a  t e l e v i s i o n  m otion  p i c t u r e  and 

shown o n  th e  N a t io n a l  B r o a d c a s t in g  C o rp o ra t io n  on A p r i l  8, 

1976, u n d e r  th e  t i t l e ,  "Truman a t  P o tsd am ."  T.V. Guide 

w ro te ,  "The l a s t  summit c o n fe re n c e  o f  W orld War I I  was h e l d  

a t  Po tsdam , n e a r  B e r l i n ,  in  J u ly  1945. . . . The c l a s h  o f  

th e se  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w i l l  be d ra m a t iz e d  i n  'Truman a t  

P o tsd a m , ' on NBC, T hursday , A p r i l  8 . " 1

There have  b een  two m ajo r  books on th e  Potsdam 

C o n fe ren ce .  One was by H e r b e r t  F e i s ,  Between War and P e a c e : 

The P o tsdam  C o n fe ren ce  ( P r in c e to n ,  New J e r s e y :  P r in c e to n

1T.V. G u id e . A p r i l  3, 1976, p .  11.
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U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1960).  F e is  had a c c e s s  to  th e  Potsdam  

P ap ers  b e f o r e  th e y  w ere p u b l i s h e d .  H is  book c o v e r s  th e

c o n f e re n c e  on a t o p i c a l  b a s i s .  The a u t h o r  does n o t  f u l l y

cover  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  Potsdam p r o c la m a t io n ,  w h ich  c a l l e d  

upon J a p a n  to  g iv e  up . H is so u rc e s  a r e  docum ented, u n l ik e

C h a r le s  M ee's  book on Potsdam . The F e i s  book p r e s e n t s  a

b a la n c e d  a cco u n t  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e .

A nother  work on th e  c o n fe re n c e  i s  by C h a r le s  L. Mee, 

J r . ,  M ee tin g  a t  Po tsdam  (New York: M. Evans and Company, 

I n c . ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  T h is  book was u sed  as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  th e  

t e l e v i s i o n  movie, "Truman a t  P o tsdam ."  M ee 's  book la c k s  

d o c u m e n ta t io n .  D ocum enta tion  e n a b le s  t h e  r e a d e r  to  check 

o u t  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  s o u rc e s  and  e n a b le s  s t u d e n t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s ,  

and o t h e r s  an o p p o r tu n i t y  to  look  up a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l .

Mee s p e n d s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  tim e d e s c r i b i n g  th e  v a r i o u s  

p a r t i c i p a n t s .  M ee 's  book has  been  d e s c r i b e d  as p o p u la r  

h i s t o r y .  This means th e  book was w r i t t e n  f o r  th e  g e n e r a l  

a u d ie n c e  r a t h e r  th a n  a  s tu d e n t  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c .  

U n t i l  t h e  R ussian  Government opens up t h e i r  documents on 

t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a  co m p le te  book on t h i s  s u b j e c t  w i l l  rem ain  

i m p o s s i b l e .

Your t e x tb o o k  by C u r r e n t ,  W i l l ia m s ,  and F r e i d e l  

c o n ta in s  th e  f o l lo w in g  on th e  c o n fe re n c e :

A t the Potsdam  c o n fe re n c e  ( J u ly  1945) T ru m a n  c o u ld  
s e c u r e  few s a t i s f a c t o r y  ag reem ents  on q u e s t io n s  

• i n v o l v i n g  o c c u p ie d  and  l i b e r a t e d  c o u n t r i e s . . D e s p i te  th e  
f a i l u r e  a t  Potsdam , Trum an 's  s e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  James
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F. B y rn es ,  c o n t in u e d  in  a  c o n c i l i a t o r y  f a s h io n  to  se e k  
accommodation w i t h  th e  R u s s ia n s .

The Potsdam c o n fe re n c e  p r o v id e d  f o r  a  C o u n c il  o f  
F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  to  d r a f t  t r e a t i e s  w i th  I t a l y  and  th e  
fo rm er  Axis s a t e l l i t e s . 2

On th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  t h e  P o tsdam  p r o c la m a t io n ,  w hich  

y o u r  te x tb o o k  r e f e r s  to  as t h e  P o tsdam  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h e  

f o l lo w in g  i s  s a id :

A t a  m ee tin g  o f  A l l i e d  l e a d e r s  i n  Po tsdam , Germany, 
i n  m id -J u ly  1945, P r e s i d e n t  H a r ry  S Truman (who h a d  
su cceed ed  R o o s e v e l t )  r e c e i v e d  w ord  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  a to m ic  
t e s t  was s u c c e s s f u l .  He and Prim e M i n i s t e r  Clement 
A t t l e e  (who had  su cceed ed  C h u r c h i l l )  i s s u e d  th e  Potsdam  
D e c la r a t io n  u r g in g  the  J a p a n e s e  to  s u r r e n d e r  o r  f a c e  
u t t e r  d e v a s t a t i o n .3

Your te x tb o o k  c o n ta in s  an  e r r o r .  C lem ent A t t l e e  d id  

n o t  s ig n  t h e  Potsdam D e c l a r a t i o n .  P rim e M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  

s i g n e d  th e  document a s  n o te d  i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  c a b le  m arked 

"MOST SECRET" he s e n t  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman.

Prim e M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Truman

MOST SECRET WHITEHALL [B a b e ls b e rg ]  , J u ly  25 , 1945.
MY DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, I  th a n k  you f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  

o f  J u l y  25. . . .
I  r e t u r n  t h e  copy o f  t h e  P o tsdam  P ro c la m a t io n  to  

Japan  by the  Heads o f  Governments o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  
the  U n ite d  Kingdom, and th e  R e p u b l ic  o f  C h in a , w h ich  I  
r e c e i v e d  from you  y e s te r d a y .  I  am w i l l i n g  to  s ig n  i t  on 
b e h a l f  o f  His M a je s t y 's  Governm ent i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  form ,

2
R ich a rd  N. C u r r e n t ,  T. H a rry  W il l ia m s ,  and F ra n k  

F r e i d e l ,  American H i s t o r y :  A S urvey  Volume I I :  S in ce  1 8 6 5 , 
5 t h  ed . (New York: A l f r e d  A. K nopf, 1979),  p .  724.

3Ibid., p. 713.
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and I  hope you w i l l  i s s u e  i t  as you p ro p o se  w henever you 
choose  and as  soon as p o s s i b l e .

•  •  •  •

Yours v e ry  s i n c e r e l y ,  WINSTON S. CHURCHILL4

H i s t o r i a n s  c a l l  th e  p re c e d in g  document a  p r im a ry  

so u rc e .  T ha t means i t  came from  W inston S. C h u r c h i l l ,  n o t  

from any o t h e r  s o u rc e .

E x p la n a t io n  t o  th e  S tu d e n ts  
About t h i s  E x e rc is e

T h is  e x e r c i s e  w i l l  ex p o se  th e  r e a d e r  to  p r im a ry  

so u rce  m a t e r i a l s .  D ip lo m a t ic  c a b le s ,  w i th  v a r io u s  codes and 

m arkings such  as  t h e  one p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  "MOST SECRET," 

a r e  r e p r i n t e d  as  th e y  were r e c e i v e d  by th e  v a r io u s  

o f f i c i a l s .  The m ark ings  h ave  been  re p ro d u c e d  to  g iv e  th e  

r e a d e r  an id e a  how th e  document ap p ea red  when t r a n s m i t t e d  to  

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c i a l .  The e x e r c i s e  w i l l  g iv e  th e  r e a d e r  

an id e a  how the  in te r w o r k in g s  o f  d ip lom acy and f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y  t a k e  p l a c e .

The r e a d e r  w i l l  have a  view o f  d ip lom acy  t h a t  t h e  

p u b l i c ,  a t  t h t  t im e ,  d id  n o t  w i tn e s s .  One m ust remember 

th e s e  c a b l e s  d id  n o t  r e a c h  t h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c  u n t i l  I9 6 0 ,  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  As n o te d ,  y o u r  t e x tb o o k  

p a id  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  t o p i c .  T here  a r e  many r e a s o n s

4
U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  

R e la t i o n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  The C onference  o f  B e r l i n  (The 
Potsdam C o n fe re n c e ) ,  1945, I I  (W ashington: U n i te d  S t a t e s
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p . 1279. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  
as  Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I .



21

f o r  t h i s ,  b u t  m o s tly  s p a c e .  The a u th o r s  o f  y o u r  te x tb o o k  

s im p ly  d id  n o t  have th e  space  to  go i n t o  d e t a i l  on many 

h i s t o r i c a l  t o p i c s .  T h is  e x e r c i s e  w i l l  expose  th e  r e a d e r  to  

one to p i c  i n  American h i s t o r y  and  g iv e  th e  r e a d e r  ex p o su re  

to  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l .  Some a u th o r s  have th e  r e a d e r  e i t h e r  

lo o k  a t  t h e  b ack  o f  t h e i r  book o r  m e re ly  t e l l  t h e  r e a d e r  to  

s e e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o u rc e  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  c o n te n t s  o f  th e  

p r im a ry  document. T h is  e x e r c i s e  w i l l ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  g iv e  th e  

r e a d e r  a  f e e l i n g  o f  "y o u  a r e  t h e r e "  w i th  th e  d ip lo m a ts  and  

h eads  o f  governm ent.

H i s t o r i a n s  w ould  t r e a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n tio n e d  

c a b le  from  C h u r c h i l l  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Truman i n  one o f  t h r e e  

ways: th e y  w ould, i n  t h e i r  book o r  a r t i c l e ,  p a r a p h r a s e  th e

Prime M i n i s t e r ' s  announcem ent he  was s ig n i n g  th e  Potsdam  

P r o c la m a t io n ;  th ey  w ould  w r i t e  t h a t  C h u r c h i l l  s i g n e d  th e  

p ro c la m a t io n  and in  a  f o o tn o te  i n d i c a t e  f o r  th e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  

th e  Prim e M i n i s t e r ' s  c a b l e  s e e  Document No. 1249 i n  Volume 

I I  o f  t h e  F o re ig n  R e la t io n s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  The 

C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l in  (The Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce ,  1945) ; o r  i n  a 

f o o tn o te  w r i t e ,  " se e  ap p en d ix  o f  t h i s  book f o r  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  

o f  t h e  C h u r c h i l l  c a b le  to  Truman."

The r e a d e r  i n  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  w i l l  n o t  have  to  go to  

Volume I I  o f  th e  F o re ig n  R e la t i o n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  The 

C o nference  o f  B e r l in  (The Potsdam  C o n f e r e n c e ) , 1945 to  r e a d  

th e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  Document 1249, th e  number a s s i g n e d  to  th e  

C h u r c h i l l  c a b l e  o f  J u l y  25, 1945, to  Truman. T h e re  w i l l  be
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a t e s t  on t h i s  m a t e r i a l :  65 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  g r a d e  w i l l  come

from  an e s s a y  and 35 p e r c e n t  from s h o r t  answ er and m u l t i p l e  

c h o ic e  q u e s t io n s .

Throughout th e  p a p e r  a b b r e v i a t i o n s , symbols and 

code names w i l l  be  u se d .  A l i s t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s .

L i s t  o f  A b b r e v ia t io n s ,  Symbols 
and Code Names

The e d i t o r s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P a p e rs  u s e d  many 

a b b r e v i a t i o n s ,  symbols and code nam es. The f o l lo w in g  a r e  

th e  ones u s e d  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Some a r e  o b v io u s  and  

a r e  n o te d ,  " s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y . "

AGWar—A d ju ta n t  G e n e ra l ,  War D epartm en t

EYES ONLY— Communications i n d i c a t o r  u s e d  on m essages 
w hich w ere to  r e c e i v e  e x t r e m e ly  l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

FAT MAN—An a tom ic  bomb o f  th e  im p lo s io n  type  ( th e  
ty p e  d ropped  on N ag asak i;  p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t e d  as an 
e x p e r im e n ta l  d e v ic e  i n  New Mexico on J u ly  16 , 1945).

NKVD--People' s C om m issar ia t  f o r  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  
( S o v ie t  U n io n ) .

OPERATIONAL PRIO RITY --self e x p l a n a t o r y .

P— Document symbol u sed  by th e  B r i t i s h  D e le g a t io n  to  
th e  B e r l i n  C onference  on p a p e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p le n a r y  
m e e t in g s .

PERSONAL--self e x p la n a to r y .

S - l — Code name f o r  th e  a to m ic  bomb.

S A --N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  S torm  Troops (Germany).

SECRET--self e x p la n a to r y .

SHAEF--Supreme H e a d q u a r te r s ,  A l l i e d  E x p e d i t io n a r y  
F o r c e .
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S S --N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  E l i t e  Guard (Germany).

SD--Communications i n d i c a t o r ,  S e c u r i t y  S e rv ic e  o f  
t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  E l i t e  Guard (Germany).

TERMINAL— code name f o r  th e  B e r l i n  C o n fe ren ce ,  J u ly  
16 —A ugust 2, 1945.

to p s e c — top s e c r e t .

TOP SECRET--self e x p l a n a t o r y .

URGENT— s e l f  e x p la n a to r y .

VICTORY--Communications i n d i c a t o r  u s e d  on o u tg o in g  
m essages  from th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  D e le g a t io n  a t  th e  B e r l i n  
C o n fe ren ce  (a VICTORY-IN number was a l s o  a s s ig n e d  to  
incom ing  m essages)  .

W A R --M ilitary  com m unications i n d i c a t o r .

^Potsdam P a p e r s , I I ,  p p .  x x x v i i - x l i .



CHAPTER III

GENESIS OF THE POTSDAM CONFERENCE

In  t h e  S p r in g  o f  1945 d isa g re e m e n t  em erged on th e  

d ip lo m a t ic  f r o n t  among th e  m a jo r  powers t h a t  had d e f e a t e d  

Germany. A Communist governm ent was i n s t a l l e d  in  Rumania, a  

c l e a r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h -A m e r ic a n  v iew  o f  th e  

D e c l a r a t i o n  on L i b e r a t e d  Europe a g reed  upon a t  th e  F e b ru a ry ,  

1945, Y a l t a  o r  Crimea C o n fe re n c e .  The D e c la r a t io n  on 

L i b e r a t e d  E u ro p e ,  a g re e d  upon b y  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  G re a t  

B r i t a i n ,  and th e  S o v ie t  Union, r e a d :

V

DECLARATION ON LIBERATED EUROPE

We have  drawn up and s u b s c r ib e d  to  a  D e c l a r a t i o n  on 
l i b e r a t e d  Europe. T h is  D e c l a r a t i o n  p r o v id e s  f o r  
c o n c e r t i n g  th e  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  t h r e e  Powers and f o r  
j o i n t  a c t i o n  by them i n  m e e t in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
econom ic problem s o f  l i b e r a t e d  Europe i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  
d e m o c ra t ic  p r i n c i p l e s .  The t e x t  o f  th e  D e c l a r a t i o n  i s  
a s  f o l l o w s :

The P re m ie r  o f  t h e  Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  
R e p u b l ic s ,  th e  Prim e M i n i s t e r  o f  th e  U n i te d  Kingdom, and 
th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica h av e  
c o n s u l t e d  w i th  each  o t h e r  i n  th e  common i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  
p e o p le s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  and  th o se  o f  l i b e r a t e d  
E urope . They j o i n t l y  d e c l a r e  t h e i r  m u tu a l  a g reem en t to  
c o n c e r t  d u r in g  th e  tem p o ra ry  p e r io d  o f  i n s t a b i l i t y  in  
l i b e r a t e d  Europe th e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e i r  t h r e e  governm ents  
i n  a s s i s t i n g  the  p e o p le s  l i b e r a t e d  from  th e  d o m in a t io n  
o f  N azi Germany and  th e  p e o p le s  o f  th e  fo rm e r  A xis  
s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s  o f  Europe to  so lv e  by d e m o c ra t ic  means 
t h e i r  p r e s s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  -and economic p ro b le m s .

24
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The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  o r d e r  i n  Europe and th e  
r e b u i l d i n g  o f  n a t i o n a l  econom ic l i f e  m ust be a c h ie v e d  by 
p r o c e s s e s  w hich  w i l l  e n ab le  t h e  l i b e r a t e d  p e o p le s  to  
d e s t r o y  th e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s  o f  N azism  and  F asc ism  and to  
c r e a t [ e ]  d e m o c ra t ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  own c h o ic e .  
T h is  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  A t l a n t i c  C h a r t e r - - t h e  r i g h t  
o f  a l l  p e o p le s  to  choose th e  fo rm  o f  governm ent tinder 
w hich th e y  w i l l  l i v e — th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  s o v e re ig n  
r i g h t s  and s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  t o  th o s e  p e o p le s  who have 
b een  f o r c i b l y  d e p r iv e d  o f  them by  th e  a g r e s s o r  n a t i o n s .

To f o s t e r  th e  c o n d i t io n s  i n  w hich t h e  l i b e r a t e d  
p e o p le s  may e x e r c i s e  th e s e  r i g h t s ,  t h e  t h r e e  governm ents 
w i l l  j o i n t l y  a s s i s t  th e  p e o p le  i n  any E uropean  l i b e r a t e d  
s t a t e  o r  fo rm er  Axis s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e  i n  Europe where i n  
t h e i r  judgm ent c o n d i t io n s  r e q u i r e  (a)  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i n t e r n a l  p ea c e ;  (b) to  c a r r y  o u t  emergency 
m easures  f o r  th e  r e l i e f  o f  d i s t r e s s e d  p e o p le ;  (c)  to  
form  i n t e r i m  governm enta l a u t h o r i t i e s  b o r a d ly  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  d em o cra t ic  e le m e n ts  i n  th e  p o p u la t i o n  
and p le d g e d  to  th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
th ro u g h  f r e e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  governm ents  r e s p o n s iv e  to  th e  
w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le ;  and (d) t o  f a c i l i t a t e  where 
n e c e s s a r y  th e  h o ld in g  o f  such e l e c t i o n s .

The t h r e e  governm ents w i l l  c o n s u l t  th e  o t h e r  U n ite d  
N a t io n s  and  p r o v i s i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  o t h e r  governm ents 
i n  Europe w here m a t t e r s  o f  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  to  them a re  
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

When, i n  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g overnm en ts ,  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  any European l i b e r a t e d  s t a t e  o r  any fo rm er  
A xis s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e  in  Europe make su ch  a c t i o n  
n e c e s s a r y ,  th e y  w i l l  im m e d ia te ly  c o n s u l t  t o g e t h e r  on th e  
m easures  n e c e s s a r y  to  d i s c h a rg e  th e  j o i n t  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t i e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n .

By t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  we r e a f f i r m  o u r  f a i t h  i n  th e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  A t l a n t i c  C h a r t e r ,  o u r  p le d g e  i n  th e  
D e c l a r a t i o n  by  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s ,  and o u r  d e te r m in a t io n  
to  b u i l d  i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  o t h e r  p e a c e - lo v in g  n a t i o n s  
a w o r ld  o r d e r  u n d e r  law, d e d i c a t e d  to  p e a c e ,  s e c u r i t y ,  
freedom  and th e  g e n e r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  mankind.

In  i s s u i n g  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  th e  T hree  Powers 
e x p re s s  th e  hope t h a t  th e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  th e  
F rench  R e p u b lic  may be a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  them i n  th e  
p ro c e d u re  s u g g e s t e d .1

U n ite d  S t a t e s  Departm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  D ip lo m a t ic  P a p e r s  The 
C o nference  a t  M a lta  and Y a l ta  1945 (W ash ing ton : U n ited
S t a t e s  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e , 1 9 5 5 ) ,  p p .  971-973. 
H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as  FRUS: Y a l ta .
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V y ach es lav  M o lo to v , th e  R u s s ia n  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r y ,

had h i s  own v ie w s  on t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a P o l i s h  governm ent.

M o lo to v 's  i d e a s  were c o u n t e r  to  t h o s e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  th e
2

Y a l ta  (Crimea) ag reem en t on P o lan d .  The Y a l t a  (Crim ea) 

communique w h ich  c o n t a i n e d  a p r o v i s i o n  on P o la n d  and was 

s ig n e d  by th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  and th e  S o v ie t  

Union re a d :

VI

POLAND

We came to  th e  Crimea C o n fe ren ce  r e s o l v e d  to  s e t t l e  
o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  Poland. We d i s c u s s e d  f u l l y  a l l  
a s p e c t s  o f  th e  q u e s t i o n .  We r e a f f i r m  o u r  common d e s i r e  
to  see e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t ro n g ,  f r e e ,  in d e p e n d e n t  and 
d e m o c ra t ic  P o land . As a r e s u l t  o f  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  we 
h av e  a g re e d  on the  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  which a  new P o l i s h  
P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f N a t io n a l  U n ity  may be  formed 
i n  such a manner a s  t o  command r e c o g n i t i o n  by th e  t h r e e  
m a jo r  p o w ers .

The ag reem en t r e a c h e d  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :
A new s i t u a t i o n  h a s  been c r e a t e d  i n  P o la n d  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  h e r  c o m p le te  l i b e r a t i o n  by t h e  Red Army. This  
c a l l s  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Government w hich c a n  be more b r o a d ly  b a s e d  th a n  was 
p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  th e  r e c e n t  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  w e s te rn  P o land . 
The P r o v i s i o n a l  Government w h ic h  i s  now f u n c t io n i n g  in  
P o lan d  s h o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  be r e o r g a n iz e d  on a b r o a d e r  
d e m o c ra t ic  b a s i s  w i t h  the i n c l u s i o n  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  
l e a d e r s  f ro m  Poland  i t s e l f  and  from P o le s  a b ro a d .  This 
new Government s h o u ld  then be c a l l e d  t h e  P o l i s h  
P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f N a t i o n a l  U n ity .

M. M olo tov , Mr. Harrim an an d  S i r  A. C la rk  K e r r  a re  
a u t h o r i z e d  a s  a Commission to  c o n s u l t  i n  th e  f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e  i n  Moscow w i t h  members o f  th e  p r e s e n t  
P r o v i s i o n a l  Government and w i t h  o th e r  P o l i s h  d e m o c ra t ic  
l e a d e r s  f ro m  w i th in  Po land  and  from a b ro a d ,  w i th  a  view 
to  th e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  the  p r e s e n t  Government a lo n g  
t h e  above l i n e s .  T h i s  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f

^ K e ith  Eubank, The Summit C o n fe re n c e s :  1919-1960
(Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p. 106.
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N a t io n a l  U n i ty  s h a l l  be p le d g e d  to  th e  h o ld in g  o f  f r e e  
and  u n f e t t e r e d  e l e c t i o n s  as soon as  p o s s i b l e  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  and s e c r e t  b a l l o t .  I n  t h e s e  
e l e c t i o n s  a l l  d e m o c ra t ic  and a n t i - N a z i  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  
have  th e  r i g h t  to  ta k e  p a r t  and t o  p u t  fo rw a rd  
c a n d i d a t e s .

When a P o l i s h  P r o v i s io n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l  
U n ity  h as  b e e n  p r o p e r ly  formed i n  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  th e  
above , th e  Government o f  th e  U .S .S .R . , w hich  now m a in ­
t a i n s  d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  p r e s e n t  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Government o f  P o lan d ,  and th e  Government o f  th e  U n i te d  
Kingdom and  th e  Government o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w i l l  
e s t a b l i s h  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  th e  new P o l i s h  
P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity ,  and  w i l l  
exchange Am bassadors by whose r e p o r t s  th e  r e s p e c t i v e  
Governments w i l l  be k e p t  in fo rm ed  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
P o lan d .

The t h r e e  Heads o f  Government c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  
e a s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  o f  Po land  sh o u ld  fo l lo w  th e  Curzon L in e  
w i th  d i g r e s s i o n s  from  i t  i n  some r e g io n s  o f  f i v e  to  
e i g h t  k i l o m e t r e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  P o la n d .  They r e c o g n iz e  
t h a t  P o lan d  m ust r e c e iv e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a c c e s s io n s  o f  
t e r r i t o r y  i n  th e  n o r t h  and w e s t .  They f e e l  t h a t  th e  
o p in io n  o f  t h e  new P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  
N a t io n a l  U n i ty  sh o u ld  be sough t i n  due c o u r s e  on th e  
e x t e n t  o f  t h e s e  a c c e s s io n s  and t h a t  th e  f i n a l  d e l i m i t a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d  s h o u ld  t h e r e a f t e r  
a w a i t  th e  P eace  C o n fe re n c e .3

B r i t i s h  Prim e M in i s t e r  W inston  C h u r c h i l l  n o t e d  i n  a 

March 13, 1945, c a b le  to  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  Delano 

R o o s e v e l t  t h a t  M olo tov  must be s to p p e d  from s e t t i n g  up a 

communist governm ent i n  P o lan d .  The B r i t i s h  Prim e M i n i s t e r  

u rg e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  to  a p p ea l  d i r e c t l y  to  Jo se p h  S t a l i n ,  

S o v ie t  P re m ie r .  R o o s e v e l t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he w ould  do so 

u n le s s  " a l l  e l s e  f a i l e d . " ^  There w ere o t h e r  e v e n ts  t h a t  

s t r a i n e d  A l l i e d  r e l a t i o n s .

3FRUS: Y a l t a , pp. 973-974.

^"Eubank, The Summit C o n fe re n c e s , pp . 106-107.
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On A p r i l  2 , 1945, Am erican Ambassador to  th e  S o v ie t  

Union, W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an , in fo rm e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  t h a t  the  

S o v ie t s  w ere  h i n d e r i n g  American p r o g r e s s  in  a p p r a i s i n g  bomb 

damage i n  a r e a s  u n d e r  S o v ie t  c o n t r o l  and  f o r b id d in g  th e  navy 

a c c e s s  to  Gdynia, w hich  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  P o lan d .

"B oth  p r o p o s a l s , "  he s a i d ,  "w ere a g re e d  to  a t  Y a l ta .

James V. F o r r e s t a l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  Navy, a f t e r  

a t t e n d i n g  th e  S ta te -W ar-N avy  M eeting  o f  A p r i l  2 ,  1945, n o te d  

i n  h i s  d i a r y  t h a t  R u ss ian -A m erican  r e l a t i o n s  were 

"c ru m b l in g .

P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  was i n  Warm S p r in g s ,  G e o rg ia ,  

s in c e  March 30, 1945, r e s t i n g  from  h i s  jo u rn e y  to  t h e  Y a l t a  

(Crimea) C o n fe re n c e .  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  News S e r v ic e ,  on 

A p r i l  12, 1945, r e c e i v e d  a  m essage from  W hite House 

S e c r e t a r y  S tev e  E a r ly  and  p a s s e d  i t  a lo n g  on i t s  news w ir e  

a t  5 :47  p .m . :

FLASH WASHN-------------------- FDR DEAD7

V ice  P r e s i d e n t  H arry  S. Truman was th e  n e x t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e
Q

U n ite d  S t a t e s .

5FRUS: Y a l t a , p .  992.

^ W a lte r  M i l l i s  w i th  E. S. D u f f i e ld ,  The F o r r e s t a l  
D ia r i e s  (New York: The V ik ing  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  p .  IF!

7R o b e r t  J .  Donovan, C o n f l i c t  an d  C r i s i s  The 
P re s id e n c y  o f  H arry  S. Truman 1945-1948 (New York: W. W.
N orton  & Company, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p . 7.

g
H arry  S. Truman, Year o f  D e c is io n s  Memoirs by H arry

S . Truman (New York: S ig n e t  p a p e rb a c k ,  1965),  p .  15.
H e r e a f t e r  c i t e s  a s  Truman, Memoirs, I .
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S t a l i n  w an ted  to  know how R u s s ia  c o u ld  show i t s

a p p r e c i a t i o n  tow ards th e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t .  American

Ambassador to  Moscow, H arrim an , s u g g e s te d  t h a t  M olo tov  be

in c lu d e d  i n  th e  R u ss ia n  d e l e g a t io n  to  th e  San F r a n c is c o

C o n fe re n c e ,  which was to  be h e ld  on th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e

U n ite d  N a t io n s .  S t a l i n  a g re e d  to  sen d  h i s  F o re ig n  
9M in i s t e r .

H arrim an  l e f t  f o r  W ashing ton , D .C .,  to  a s s i s t  

Truman and o b se rv e  i f  th e  new P r e s i d e n t  had  a  g ra sp  o f  th e  

p rob lem s s i n c e  the  Y a l t a  C o n fe ren ce .  However, th e  

M is so u r ia n  was on to p  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  much to  H a r r im a n 1s 

s u r p r i s e .  Truman h a d  r e a d  a l l  o f  th e  c a b l e s  betw een Moscow 

and W a s h in g to n .^

M olo tov  s to p p e d  o f f  i n  W ashing ton , D .C .,  on h i s  way 

to  San F r a n c i s c o .  On th e  ev e n in g  o f  A p r i l  22 , Truman went 

to  B l a i r  H ouse, w here  im p o r ta n t  v i s i t o r s  s t a y ,  to  p ay  a 

c o u r t e s y  c a l l  on th e  R u s s ia n .  L a t e r ,  C h a r le s  E. B oh len  

w ro te  a memorandum o f  t h i s  m ee tin g :

Memorandum o f  C o n v e rs a t io n  by Mr. C h a r le s  E. B ohlen , 
A s s i s t a n t  to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e

WASHINGTON, A p r i l  22 , 1945.
P a r t i c i p a n t s : The P r e s i d e n t

Mr. S t e t t i n i u s  
Mr. M olotov

^ C h a r le s  E. B o h len ,  W itness  to  H i s to r y  1929-1969 
(New York: W. W. N o r to n  5c Company, 1973) , p . 210.

^W . A v e re l l  H a r r im a n ,  America and R u ss ia  i n  a 
Changing W orld (New York: Doubleday 6c Company, 1971) ,
p . 40.
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Ambassador H arrim an 
Mr. Pav lov  
Mr. Bohlen

The P r e s i d e n t  g r e e t e d  Mr. M olotov  warmly and  s a i d  he 
was g l a d  to  welcome him to  the  U n i te d  S t a t e s . A f t e r  an 
exchange o f  a m e n i t i e s  and  q u e s t io n s  i n  r e g a r d  to  Mr. 
M o lo to v 's  t r i p  by  a i r ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  t h a t  he  w ish e d  
to  t e l l  Mr. M olo tov  t h a t  he had th e  g r e a t e s t  a d m i r a t io n  
f o r  M arsha l S t a l i n  and th e  S o v ie t  R e p u b l ic  and t h a t  he 
hoped t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  which P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  h ad  
e s t a b l i s h e d  be tw een  o u r  two c o u n t r i e s  would be  m a in ­
t a i n e d .  Mr. M olo tov  s a i d  h e  b ro u g h t  g r e e t i n g s  from  
M arshal S t a l i n  an d  t h a t  h e  was v e ry  p l e a s e d  to  h e a r  
p e r s o n a l l y  from th e  P r e s i d e n t  t h a t  h e  in te n d e d  to  
c o n t in u e  th e  p o l i c y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  w h ich  had b een  t h a t  o f  
P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t .  The P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  he s to o d  
s q u a r e ly  b e h in d  a l l  commitments and  ag reem en ts  t a k e n  by 
our l a t e  g r e a t  P r e s i d e n t  and t h a t  h e  would do e v e r y t h i n g  
he c o u ld  to  fo l lo w  a lo n g  t h a t  p a th .  Mr. M olotov  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  Government and p e o p le  o f  t h e  S o v ie t  U nion s h a re  
t h a t  hope and he  was s u re  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  work o u t  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  any d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich l a y  in  th e  p a t h .
The P r e s i d e n t  a g r e e d  and s a i d  t h a t  we must work o u t  
th e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Mr. M olotov r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a good b a s i s  i n  t h e  Dumbarton Oaks 
p la n  and  th e  Crim ea [Y a l ta ]  d e c i s i o n s .  The P r e s i d e n t  
r e p e a t e d  t h a t  he s to o d  by th e  d e c i s i o n s  and i n t e n d e d  to  
c a r r y  them o u t .  Mr. M olotov e x p r e s s e d  h i s  a g re e m e n t  and  
added t h a t  th e  Crimean d e c i s io n s  w e re  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r  
to  overcome any d i f f i c u l t i e s  which h a d  a r i s e n .  The 
P r e s i d e n t  th en  s a i d  he w ish e d  to  m e n t io n  th e  m ost 
d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  Crimean d e c i s i o n s  and 
t h a t  was the  P o l i s h  m a t t e r .  He s a i d  t h a t  th e  p r o p e r  
s o l u t i o n  o f  the  P o l i s h  q u e s t io n  was o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  
b ec a u se  o f  i t s  e f f e c t  on American p u b l i c  o p in io n  and  
t h a t  i n  h i s  o p in io n  i t  was th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  t h a t  f a c e d  
u s .  Mr. M olotov r e p l i e d  t h a t  he knew t h i s  was an 
im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  f o r  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  b u t  t h a t  i t  
would be  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  i t  was ev en  more i m p o r t a n t  f o r  
th e  S o v i e t  Union; t h a t  P o lan d  was f a r  from th e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  b u t  b o r d e re d  on th e  S o v ie t  U nion and t h i s  P o l i s h  
q u e s t io n  was t h e r e f o r e  v i t a l  f o r  them . He added t h a t  i n  
i t s  l a r g e r  a s p e c t s  th e  P o l i s h  q u e s t i o n  had become f o r  
our  p e o p le  th e  symbol o f  t h e  f u tu r e  developm ent o f  o u r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  He r e p e a t e d  t h a t  he i n t e n d e d  
to  c a r r y  o u t  to  th e  f u l l ,  b o th  the  Dumbarton Oaks 
p r o p o s a l s  and th e  Crimean d e c i s io n .  He s a id  t h e r e  were 
a number o f  m inor m a t t e r s  i n  r e s p e c t  to  San F r a n c i s c o  
which he hoped t h a t  th e  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r s  w ould b e  a b le  
to  s e t t l e  h e re  i n  W ash ing ton . Mr. M olo tov  r e p l i e d  t h a t  
he th o u g h t  an ag reem en t c o u ld  e a s i l y  be  re a c h e d  on th e s e



31

p o i n t s  p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  views o f  th e  S o v ie t  Union w ere 
t a k e n  in t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  t h a t  th e y  
s h o u ld  d is c u s s  a l l  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  f u r t h e r ,  to  w hich  Mr. 
M olo tov  ag reed .  Mr. M olotov o b s e rv e d  t h a t  t h e  S o v ie t  
Government a t t a c h e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  im portance  to  th e  San 
F r a n c i s c o  C o n fe re n c e .  The P r e s i d e n t  s a id  t h a t  th e  
A m erican p e o p le  d i d  l i k e w i s e .  Mr. Molotov rem ark ed  t h a t  
w i th  t h e  m i l i t a r y  developm ents  o f  r e c e n t  w eeks , 
p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  become even more im p o r ta n t  th a n  th e y  
had  b een  b e f o r e .  The P r e s i d e n t  a g re e d  and s a i d  t h a t  was 
one r e a s o n  why he  had  w an ted  to  t a l k  to  him. Mr.
M olo tov  s a id  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s io n s  between th e  t h r e e  
Heads o f  S t a t e  h a d  a lw ays b een  f r u i t f u l  and h a d  l e d  to  
good a g reem en ts .  Mr. M olotov th e n  in q u i r e d  w h e th e r  th e  
ag reem en ts  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  F ar  E a s te r n  s i t u a t i o n  made 
a t  Y a l t a  s t i l l  s to o d .  The P r e s i d e n t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  th e y  
d id  and r e p e a te d  t h a t  he i n te n d e d  to  c a r ry  o u t  a l l  o f  
th e  ag reem ents  made by P r e s i d e n t  R o o se v e l t .  He then  
p ro p o se d  t h a t  t h e y  d r in k  a  t o a s t  to  the  h e a l t h  o f  
M arsha l S t a l i n  t o  w hich  Mr. M olotov  r e p l i e d  t h a t  th e y  
s h o u ld  d r in k  a  t o a s t  t o  th e  t h r e e  Heads o f  S t a t e ,  
P r e s i d e n t  Truman, Prim e M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  and  M a rs h a l l  
S t a l i n .

The c o n v e r s a t i o n  th e n  became g e n e ra l  w i th  a  t o a s t  
d runk  t o  th e  t h r e e  Heads o f  S t a t e .  During t h i s  
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  how ever ,  Mr. M olo tov  rem arked t h a t ,  as he 
had  t o l d  Ambassador H arrim an , h e  o n ly  e x p e c te d  to  spend  
a few days in  San F r a n c i s c o .

A lso ,  th e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  he hoped b e f o re  to o  lo n g  to  
see  M arshal S t a l i n  and p e rh a p s  v i s i t  him in  R u s s ia  o r  
to  r e c e i v e  him h e r e  a s  a  g u e s t .  Mr. Molotov s a i d  he 
knew th e  M arshal was a l s o  e a g e r  t o  meet P r e s i d e n t  
Truman. 11

A no ther  m e e t in g  be tw een  M olotov and th e  P r e s i d e n t  

was h e l d  t h e  n e x t  d ay ,  t h e  2 3 rd .  Truman in fo rm ed  th e  

M in i s t e r  t h a t ,  i f  h i s  c o u n t r y  d e s i r e d  any economic a i d  from  

th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  on P o la n d  had to  b e  c a r r i e d  on 

th e  b a s i s  o f  American p r o p o s a l s .  The P o l i s h  i s s u e ,  the  

P r e s i d e n t  s a i d ,  was one  o f  p u b l i c  o p in io n .  Am erican s u p p o r t

U n ited  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s :  Europe 1945, V (W a sh in g to n :
U n ited  S t a t e s  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1967), p p .  235- 
236. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  FRUS 1945, V.
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would b e  v i t a l  i n  o r d e r  to p e r s u a d e  C on g ress  to  g r a n t  R u ss ia  

t h i s  a i d .  Truman w an ted  th e  S o v ie t s  to  im plem ent th e  Crimea 

d e c i s io n .

M olotov s a i d  these  d i f f i c u l t i e s  c o u ld  be  w orked  o u t .

S t a l i n ,  h e  n o te d ,  h a d  given h i s  views i n  p r e v io u s  c a b l e s .

The same fo rm ula ,  S t a l i n  b e l i e v e d ,  c o u ld  be im plem ented  in

t h e  c a se  o f  P o lan d . The P r e s i d e n t  rem in d e d  the  M i n i s t e r

t h a t  an agreem ent h a d  been r e a c h e d  and i t  on ly  n e e d e d

im p le m e n ta t io n .  ^

A number o f  P o les ,  M olo tov  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  w orked

a g a i n s t  t h e  R u ss ian  Army. Truman s a id  h e  was n o t  c o n c e rn e d

w i th  p rop ag an d a . S t a l i n  must b e  in fo rm e d ,  s a id  t h e

P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  R u s s i a  had f a i l e d  to k e e p  up i t s  en d  o f  th e

Y a l t a  A greem ents. Bohlen, who t r a n s l a t e d  f o r  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,
13w ro te  i n  h i s  memoirs th a t  M o lo to v  " t u r n e d  a  l i t t l e  a s h y ."

Truman r e p e a t e d  t h a t  t h e  only  way f o r  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  

to  c o n t in u e  on a b a s i s  of f r i e n d s h i p  was to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  

a g re e m e n ts  on a m u tu a l  b a s i s ,  " n o t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  one-way 

s t r e e t . S t u n n e d ,  Molotov r e p l i e d ,  " I  have n e v e r  been  

t a l k e d  to  l i k e  t h a t  i n  my l i f e . " ^  The M is s o u r ia n  sh o t

12 Truman, Memoirs, I ,  p p .  70-71.

^ B o h le n ,  W itness  to  H i s to r y  1 9 2 9 -1 9 6 9 , p .  213.
14 Truman, Memoirs, I ,  p .  82.
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b a c k ,  " C a r ry  o u t  y o u r  ag reem en ts  and  you won’ t  g e t  t a l k e d  to  

l i k e  t h a t . " 16

T h a t a f t e rn o o n  th e  P r e s i d e n t  met w i th  v a r io u s  

m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and  in fo rm ed  them o f  h i s  m e e t in g  t h a t  

m orn ing  w i t h  M olotov. The A m erican s ,  he  n o t e d ,  were 

p r e p a r e d  t o  c o n t in u e  w i th  t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  C onference  "an d  

i f  t h e  R u s s ia n s  d id  n o t  w is h  to  j o i n  us th e y  c o u ld  go to  

h e l l . " 17

There  were o t h e r  p ro b lem s  among th e  A l l i e s .  The

German Army in  N o r th e rn  I t a l y  b egan  to  s u r r e n d e r .  The

Germans c o n t r o l l e d  th e  n o r t h e a s t  c o m e r  o f  th e  A d r i a t i c ,

w h ich  in c l u d e d  T r i e s t e  and V enz ia  G i u l i a  o r  th e  I s t r i a n  
18r e g i o n .  Y ugoslav  p a r t i s a n s  w ere u n d e r  t h e  command o f

l 6 I b i d . , p .  82.

17FRUS 1945 , V, p p . 2 5 2 -2 5 3 .  The M is s o u r i a n 's  
s t r o n g  w ords tow ards  th e  R u ss ia n  M i n i s t e r  d id  n o t  go 
u n n o t i c e d .  U n ite d  P r e s s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  A l l e n  D rury w ro te  i n  
h i s  d i a r y  a t  th e  San F r a n c i s c o  C o n fe re n c e  t h a t  M olotov 
c o n f e r r e d  w i th  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  Edward R. S t e t t i n i u s  
on v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s .  "M olotov c o m p la in ed  to  S t e t t i n i u s  t h a t  
'n o  man" h a d  e v e r  g iv e n  him  such  a  d re s s in g -d o w n  a s  he 
r e c e i v e d  from  H arry  Trum an." A l le n  D ru ry , A S e n a te  J o u r n a l  
1943-45 (New York: M cGraw-Hill C o . ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  p .  402.
H a rr im a n ,  who was i n  th e  n e x t  room d u r in g  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  
b e tw een  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and M olo tov , w ro te  l a t e r  t h a t  he was 
" a  l i t t l e  ta k e n  ab ack  . . . when t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a t t a c k e d  
M olo tov  so  v i g o r o u s l y .  I  suppose  i t  was t r u e  t h a t  M olotov 
h a d  n e v e r  been  t a l k e d  to  so b l u n t l y  b e f o r e  by a  f o r e i g n e r . "  
W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an and E l i e  A b e l,  S p e c i a l  Envoy to  
C h u r c h i l l  and S t a l i n  1941-1946 (New Y o rk : Random H ouse,
1 9 7 5 ) ,  p p .  "453 - 4 5 4 .

18L i s l e  A. Rose, Dubious V i c t o r y  The U n i te d  S t a t e s  
a n d  t h e  End o f  World Mar I I  (K ent,  O hio: The Kent S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1973), p .  120.
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J o s ip  T i t o ,  T i to  had r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from  a  v i s i t  to

Moscow. These p a r t i s a n s  ru sh e d  i n t o  th e  a r e a  and  g a in e d

c o n t r o l .  T h is  a c t i o n  c a u s e d  American S t a t e  D epartm ent

o f f i c i a l s ,  i n c lu d in g  Jo se p h  Grew, to  f e a r  t h a t  T i t o  was
19d o ing  t h i s  f o r  t h e  R u s s ia n s .

The s i t u a t i o n  i n  A u s t r i a  was b le a k .  A p r o v i s i o n a l

governm ent, w i th  th e  b l e s s i n g  o f  th e  R u s s ia n s ,  was b e in g
20e s t a b l i s h e d  in  A u s t r i a  u n d e r  a  s o c i a l i s t ,  K a r l  R enner.

The S o v ie t s  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  Renner a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e s p i t e  a

p l e a  from  W ashington to  h o ld  up any a c t i o n .  A nglo-A m erican

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were d e n ie d  ad m iss io n  to  V ienna . T h is

i n c r e a s e d  a l l i e d  s u s p ic io n s  o f  R u s s i a ' s  p u rp o se  tow ard  
21A u s t r i a .

The American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on th e  A l l i e d  C o n t ro l  

Commission i n  B u lg a r i a  and  Rumania, M ajor g e n e r a l  John  Crane 

and B r i g a d i e r  G en e ra l  C o r t l a n d  T. S c h u y le r ,  r e p o r t e d  to  th e  

P r e s i d e n t .  They t o l d  h im  o f  th e  R uss ian  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  th e s e  

c o u n t r i e s .  This co n f irm ed  H arr im an 1s m ajor f e a r  a s  f a r  as

19Waldo H. H e in r i c h s ,  J r . , American Ambassador 
(B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown and  Company~ 1966), p .  374.

20 U n ited  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  the  U n ite d  S t a t e s : European A d v iso ry
Commission; A u s t r i a ,  Germany, 1945 , I I I  (W a sh in g to n :
U n ite d  S t a t e s  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p p .  9 4 -9 5 .

21 H e rb e r t  F e i s ,  C h u r c h i l l ,  R o o s e v e l t ,  S t a l i n :  The
War They Waged and th e  P eace  They Sought ( P r i n c e t o n :  
P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1967), ppT 623-625.
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R ussian  d e s ig n s  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
22E urope .

The time h a d  a r r i v e d  f o r  a m ee ting  among th e  m ajo r

a l l i e s ,  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  B r i t a i n  and t h e  S o v ie t  Union.

C h u r c h i l l  made a  s u g g e s t io n  t o  th e  P r e s i d e n t  on May 6 th .

The B r i t i s h  Prime M in is te r  w r o t e ,  " .  . . m a t t e r s  can  h a r d ly

be c a r r i e d  f u r t h e r  by c o r re sp o n d e n c e  and t h a t ,  as soon as

p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be a  m e e t in g  o f  t h r e e  heads  o f  
23gov ern m en t."  Truman a g r e e d  and th i s  was n o te d  i n  h i s  May 

9 th  c a b le  to  C h u r c h i l l  w hich r e a d :

P r e s i d e n t  Truman to  P r im e  M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l

[W ash in g to n ,]  9 May 1945.

TOP SECRET

31. Your m essages 34 and  35.
I  am in  agreem ent w i t h  your o p in io n  t h a t  a  m e e t in g  

o f  th e  th r e e  h e a d s  o f  governm ent w ould b e  d e s i r a b l e  i n  
o r d e r  to  g e t  a c t i o n  on t h e  q u e s t io n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  
t h r e e  governm ents  upon w h ic h  e i t h e r  a  d e c i s io n  o r  a 
common u n d e r s ta n d in g  h a v e  n o t  been r e a c h e d .

I  v e ry  much p r e f e r  t o  have the r e q u e s t  f o r  such  a 
t r i p a r t i t e  m e e t in g  o r i g i n a t e  from M a rsh a l  S t a l i n  and n o t  
from e i t h e r  one o f  u s .  P e rh a p s  you h a v e  means o f  some 
k in d  w i th  w h ich  to  e n d e a v o r  to  induce S t a l i n  to  s u g g e s t  
o r  r e q u e s t  su ch  a  m e e t in g .

I n  th e  meantime i t  i s  my p re s e n t  i n t e n t i o n  to  a d h e re  
to o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y alta  a g re e m e n ts ,  an d  to  
s ta n d  f i r m ly  on our p r e s e n t  announced a t t i t u d e  tow ard  
a l l  t h e  q u e s t io n s  a t  i s s u e .

22 U n ited  S t a t e s  D ep ar tm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  the  U n i te d  S t a t e s  The C onference  o f  B e r l i n  (The 
Potsdam C o n fe ren ce )  1945, I  (W ash ing ton : U n i te d  S t a t e s  
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p. 3. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as  
Potsdam P a p e r s , I .

2 3 I b i d . , p .  4.
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In  o r d e r  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  a  p o s s i b l e  t r i p a r t i t e  
m ee tin g  i n  the  n o t  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e ,  I  w ould be v e ry  
p le a s e d  to  have f ro m  you a  l i s t  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  
you c o n s id e r  i t  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  us  to  b r i n g  
up f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and a l s o  s u g g e s t io n s  as  to  m e e t in g  
p l a c e s .

There s h o u ld  now be no v a l i d  e x c u s e  f o r  S t a l i n ' s  
r e f u s i n g  to  come w e s t  tow ard  us .

In  r e g a r d  to  t im in g ,  i t  w i l l  be e x t r e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  me to  a b s e n t  m y se lf  from  W ashington  b e f o r e  th e  en d  
o f  th e  f i s c a l  y e a r  (30 J u n e ) , b u t  I  p r o b a b ly  w i l l  b e  
a b l e  to  g e t  away a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e . 24

Thus, t h e  m a c h in e ry  began  to  t u r n  f o r  a m e e t in g  o f  

th e  t h r e e  m a jo r  p o w ers .  C h u r c h i l l  s e n t  a  c a b le  on May 11 , 

e x p r e s s i n g  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman a  f e a r  t h a t  S t a l i n  m igh t 

t h i n k  th e  a l l i e s  w ere "g an g in g  up" on h im .

P r e s i d e n t  Truman to  Prime M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l

[W ash in g to n ,]  11 May 1945 .
TOP SECRET

36. Your Number 40.
I  w ould  much p r e f e r  to  have S t a l i n  p ro p o se  th e  

• m e e tin g  and  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  w o r th  w h i le  to  en d e a v o r ,  
th ro u g h  o u r  A m bassadors , to  induce  h im  to  p ro p o se  t h e  
m e e t in g .  I f  su ch  an e f f o r t  f a i l s ,  we can  th e n  c o n s i d e r  
o u r  i s s u i n g  an i n v i t a t i o n  j o i n t l y  o r  s e v e r a l l y .

When and  i f  s u c h  a m e e tin g  i s  a r r a n g e d ,  i t  a p p e a r s  
t o  me t h a t  i n  o r d e r  to  a v o id  any s u s p i c i o n  o f  o u r  
"g a n g in g  up" i t  w ou ld  be a d v an tag eo u s  f o r  us to  p r o c e e d  
t o  th e  m e e t in g  p l a c e  s e p a r a t e l y .

When th e  c o n fe re n c e  e n d s ,  i f  my d u t i e s  h e r e  do n o t  
make i t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  I  s h a l l  be v e ry  p l e a s e d  to  make a  
v i s i t  to  E ng land  w here  you and I  may d i s c u s s  f u l l y  o u r  
common i n t e r e s t s  a n d  p ro b lem s.

I  am f u l l y  i n  ag reem en t t h a t  th e  n e x t  few months 
w i l l  d e c id e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  consequence t o  th e  
w hole  w o r l d . 25

24I b i d . , p . 4 .

25I b i d . , p .  8 .
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The F rench  were n o t  i n v i t e d  to  th e  upcoming m e e t in g  

due to  v a r io u s  i n c i d e n t s  d u r in g  th e  w ar .  The American 

Commanding G enera l  o f  th e  S i x t h  Army Group, Jacob  L. D ev ers ,  

on A p r i l  27, had  o rd e re d  t h e  F ren ch  Army to  le a v e  S t u t t g a r t .  

The American p la n  would c a l l  f o r  th e  A m ericans to  c o n t r o l  

th e  c i t y  and th e  F rench  f o r c e s  to  move f u r t h e r  so u th .

G e n e ra l  de L a t t r e  de T a s s ig n y ,  t h e  l o c a l  F ren ch  Commander,

s a i d  h e  was under  G enera l C h a r le s  De G a u l l e ' s  o r d e r s  to
26rem ain  i n  the  c i t y .  The Commanding G e n e ra l  o f  the

A m erican F o rc e s ,  Dwight D av id  E ise n h o w e r ,  in fo rm e d  th e

P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  i n c i d e n t .  I n  t u r n ,  th e  P r e s i d e n t  in fo rm ed

G en era l  De G a u l le .  The A c t in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  Jo se p h

Grew, n o t i f i e d  S t e t t i n u s  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n .  The S e c r e t a r y  o f

S t a t e  was a t t e n d i n g  th e  San F r a n c i s c o  C o n fe re n c e .  A copy o f

E is e n h o w e r 's  l e t t e r  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman and th e  t e x t  o f  th e

P r e s i d e n t ' s  message to  G e n e ra l  De G a u l le  w ere  in c lu d e d  i n

th e  c a b le  to  S t e t t i n u s :

The A c tin g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  
to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e

W ash in g to n , May 1 , 1945. 
19. There fo l lo w s  th e  t e x t  o f  a  m essage from 

P r e s i d e n t  to  G enera l  de G a u l le :

"G enera l E is e n h o w e r 's  m essage to  you  r e g a rd in g  
S t u t t g a r t ,  d a te d  A p r i l  2 8 th ,  h a s  j u s t  b een  b ro u g h t  to  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  In  a m a t t e r  o f  t h i s  im p o r ta n c e  I  must be 
f r a n k  in  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I  am sh o ck ed  by th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
y o u r  Government i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  and i t s  e v i d e n t  i m p l i c a ­
t i o n s .  A lso I  am d e e p ly  c o n c e rn e d ,  i n  v iew  o f  th e

^T ru m a n , M emoirs, I ,  p .  238.
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p u b l i c i t y  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  th e  m a t t e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry  from 
French  s o u r c e s ,  t h a t  th e  Am erican p u b l i c  w i l l  become 
aware o f  w h a t has a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  a s  I  know t h i s  
w ould awaken a s to rm  o f  r e s e n tm e n t  w hich  would be  m ost 
u n f o r t u n a t e  i n  i t s  r e s u l t s .

I f  t h e  tim e h a s  come, i n  your o p in io n ,  when th e  
F rench  Army i s  to  be  c o n s id e r e d  as  engag ed  i n  c a r r y i n g  
o u t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  d e s i r e s  o f  th e  F rench  Government, th en  
an e n t i r e  re a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  command w i l l  have  to  b e  made, 
b u t  I  s h o u ld  d e p lo r e  such a  c r i s i s  and I  am c e r t a i n  i t  
w ould be d e e p ly  r e g r e t t e d  by  you and y o u r  G overnm ent."

G e n e ra l  E is e n h o w e r 's  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  28 to  w h ich  
r e f e r e n c e  was made i n  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  m essage r e a d  as  
f o l l o w s :

"As y o u  a r e  aw are ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w ere  i s s u e d  by 
G enera l  D evers  to  G enera l  De L a t t r e  de T a ss ig n y  to  
e v a c u a te  S t u t t g a r t  b ecau se  t h i s  c i t y  was i n  th e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  zone o f  th e  S e v e n th  Army, and  was u r g e n t l y  
needed  a s  a  l i n k  i n  the  s u p p ly  and com m unica tions  sy s tem  
s u p p o r t in g  th e  c u r r e n t  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  Army.
I  r e g r e t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  b e c a u se  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  
d i r e c t  f rom  you G en era l  De L a t t r e  h a s  d e c l i n e d  to  obey 
t h e  o r d e r s  o f  h i s  army group commander.

I  am in fo rm e d  t h a t  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  G en era l  
De L a t t r e  w ere  to  h o l d  S t u t t g a r t  and a l l  o t h e r  t e r r i t o r y  
o c c u p ie d  by  th e  F i r s t  F rench  Army u n t i l  t h e  F rench  zone 
o f  o c c u p a t io n  has  b een  d e l i m i t e d .  I  am s u r e  you m ust 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  S t u t t g a r t  i n  c o n n e c t io n  
w i t h  any F re n c h  zone o f  o c c u p a t io n  d id  n o t  e n t e r  th e  
minds o f  e i t h e r  G en era l  D evers  o r  m y s e l f ,  as  t h i s  i s  a 
m a t t e r  e n t i r e l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  scope o f  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
w hich  i s  l i m i t e d  to  th e  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  o f  o u r  common 
enemy, Germany.

Under t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , I  must o f  c o u rse  a c c e p t  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  as  I  m y se lf  am u n w i l l i n g  to  ta k e  any 
a c t i o n  w h ich  w ould reduce  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  
m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  Germany, e i t h e r  by w i th h o ld in g  
s u p p l i e s  f rom  th e  F i r s t  F ren ch  Army o r  by  any o t h e r  
m easures  w h ich  w ould  a f f e c t  t h e i r  f i g h t i n g  s t r e n g t h .  
M oreover, I  w i l l  n e v e r  p e r s o n a l l y  be a  p a r t y  to  
i n i t i a t i n g  any ty p e  o f  s t r u g g l e  o r  q u a r r e l  betw een  y o u r  
governm ent and t r o o p s  under my command, w hich  c o u ld  
r e s u l t  o n ly  i n  w eakening  bonds  o f  n a t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  as 
w e l l  as th e  exem plary  s p i r i t  o f  c o o p e r a t io n  t h a t  h a s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  a c t i o n s  o f  F rench and Am erican f o r c e s  
i n  the  b a t t l e  l i n e .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  I  am s e e k in g  a n o th e r  
s o l u t i o n  f o r  th e  m a in ten an ce  o f  the  S e v e n th  Army.
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I  b e l i e v e  th e  i s s u a n c e  d i r e c t  to  t h e  F i r s t  F rench  
Army o f  o r d e r s  b a se d  on p o l i t i c a l  g ro u n d s  w h ich  run  
c o u n te r  to  th e  o p e r a t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iv e n  th ro u g h  
th e  m i l i t a r y  c h a in  o f  command, v i o l a t e s  th e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  w i th  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  governm ent t in d e r  w hich 
French  d i v i s i o n s ,  armed and eq u ip p ed  b y  th e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  governm ent, were to  be  p la c e d  u n d e r  t h e  Combined 
C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f  whose o r d e r s  I  am c a r r y i n g  o u t  i n  t h i s  
t h e a t e r  o f  o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  was w i th  co m p le te  f a i t h  in  
t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d in g  t h a t  I  h av e  so l o n g  and so  e a r n e s t l y  
s u p p o r te d  F rench  r e q u e s t  f o r  armament f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
d i v i s i o n s .

I n  th e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  I  c a n  do n o t h i n g  e l s e  
than  f u l l y  to  in fo rm  th e  Combined C h ie f s  o f  S t a f f  o f  
t h i s  deve lo p m en t,  and t o  p o i n t  o u t t h a t  I  can  no  lo n g e r  
co u n t w i th  c e r t a i n t y  upon th e  o p e r a t i o n a l  u s e  o f  any 
French  f o r c e s  th ey  may c o n te m p la te  e q u ip p in g  i n  the  
f u t u r e .  I  r e p e a t  t h a t  I  have  no know ledge o f  th e  
p r o b a b le  d e c i s io n s  t h a t  may r e s u l t  f ro m  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
go ing  fo rw a rd  betw een y o u r  governm ent and B r i t a i n  and 
th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c o n c e rn in g  a  f u t u r e  F rench  zone o f  
o c c u p a t io n  i n  Germany. C o n seq u en tly  t h e  em b arra ssm en t  I  
am now e x p e r ie n c in g  i n  s u p p ly in g  and  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  th e  
S ev en th  U.S. Army, and i n  c o o r d i n a t io n  m i l i t a r y  
o p e r a t i o n s  in v o lv in g  th e  F i r s t  F ren ch  Army, seems to  me 
the  more r e g r e t t a b l e . "27

F ranco-A m erican  r e l a t i o n s  were s t r a i n e d  a g a i n  in  

Ju n e  when De G a u l le  a t te m p te d  t o  make some m inor c o r r e c t i o n s  

i n  th e  F r a n c o - I t a l i a n  b o r d e r .  A f t e t  th e  w a r  was o v e r  th e  

French  l e d  by C h a r le s  De G a u l le  a t t e m p te d  to  a n n ex  p a r t s  o f  

th e  A osta  V a l le y  i n  n o r th w e s t  I t a l y .  T h is  r a n  c o u n t e r  to  

G en e ra l  E i s e n h o w e r 's  o r d e r  t h a t  a l l  F re n c h  t ro o p s  l e a v e

27 U n i te d  S t a t e s  D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o r e ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s :  Europe 1 9 4 5 , IV (W ashington:
U n ite d  S t a t e s  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1968),  p p .  682- 
683. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as FRUS 1 9 4 5 , IV.

28 Guy de Carmoy, The F ren ch  P o l i c i e s  o f  F r a n c e , 
t r a n s .  by E la in e  P. H a lp e r in  (C hicago: U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Chicago P r e s s ,  1970),  p .  19.
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Truman h e a r d  o f  t h i s  and i n s t e a d  o f  h a v in g  o t h e r  

members o f  governm ent h a n d le  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  M is s o u r ia n  

d ec id ed  to  in fo rm  De G au lle  i n  a d i r e c t  manner. The 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  l e t t e r  was s e n t  th ro u g h  th e  American Am bassador, 

i n  F ra n c e ,  J e f f e r s o n  C a f fe ry :

The A c t in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  to  the  Ambassador 
i n  F ran ce  (C a f fe ry )

W ash ing ton , June 6 ,  1945--5  p.m.

2565. 1. P le a s e  d e l i v e r  to  G enera l de G a u lle
im m ed ia te ly  fo l lo w in g  com m unica tion  to  h im  from P r e s i ­
d e n t  Truman:

2. "My d e a r  G e n e ra l :  You h av e  by t h i s  tim e no
doubt seen  th e  message f ro m  t h i s  Government which was 
communicated to  your F o r e ig n  M in i s t e r  y e s te r d a y .  I  w ish  
to  a p p e a l  to  you  d i r e c t l y  in  t h i s  m a t te r  and  to  n o t i f y  
you w i t h  w hat g r e a t  c o n c e rn  and how s e r i o u s l y  I  v iew  th e  
a c t i o n  o f  t h e  1 s t  F rench  Army in  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  Cuneo 
in  n o r th w e s t  I t a l y .

3. T h is  Army, u n d e r  t h e  command o f  G e n e ra l  
E isenhow er,  t h e  Supreme A l l i e d  Commander on th e  W este rn

. .F r o n t ,  i g n o re d  o rd e r s  i s s u e d  f o r  th e  o c c u p a t io n  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  A l l i e d  M i l i t a r y  Government i n  I t a l y  
u n d e r  F i e l d  M arshal A le x a n d e r ,  th e  A l l i e d  Commander i n  
I t a l y .  More r e c e n t l y  t h e  fo l lo w in g  e v e n ts  have ta k e n  
p l a c e :  On May 30 G enera l  Doyen, commanding th e  F re n c h  
Army i n  th e  A lps  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  to  G enera l C r i t t e n b e r g e r , 
commanding t h e  U.S. IV C orps  in  N o r th w e s te rn  I t a l y ,  
r e f e r r i n g  to  an a t te m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  A l l i e d  M i l i t a r y  
Government i n  t h e  P ro v in c e  o f  Cuneo. The l e t t e r  en d s  
w i th  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a r a g ra p h :

4. 'F r a n c e  can n o t c o n s e n t  t h a t  a m o d i f i c a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  h e r  w i l l  would b e  made i n  th e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  o f  
a f f a i r s  in  t h e  A lps M a r i t im e s .  T h is  would be  c o n t r a r y  
to  h e r  honor and  h e r  s e c u r i t y .  I  have b e e n  o r d e re d  by 
th e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  th e  F rench  R e p u b lic  to  
occupy and a d m in i s t e r  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  T h is  m is s io n  
b e in g  in c o m p a t ib le  w ith  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  an A l l i e d  
m i l i t a r y  agency i n  the  same r e g io n ,  I  f i n d  m y se lf  
o b l ig e d  to  o ppose  i t .  Any i n s i s t e n c e  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
would assume a c l e a r l y  u n f r i e n d l y  c h a r a c t e r ,  even a  
h o s t i l e  c h a r a c t e r  and c o u l d  have g rave  c o n s e q u e n c e s . '
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5 .  On Ju n e  2 G eneral C r i t t e n b e r g e r  r e c e i v e d  a n o th e r  
l e t t e r  from G e n e ra l  Doyen r e f e r r i n g  to  h i s  p r e v io u s  
l e t t e r .  F o l lo w in g  i s  th e  t e x t :

6. ' I  h av e  s e n t  to  G e n e ra l  J u in  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  copy 
o f  th e  l e t t e r  I  asked  M ajor Rogers to  d e l i v e r  to  you. I  
b e g  to  l e t  y o u  know t h a t  I  have  j u s t  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  o f  
th e  f u l l  a p p r o v a l  g iven  by  th e  C h ie f  o f  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Government o f  t h e  French R e p u b l ic .

7. 'G e n e r a l  de G au lle  h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  me to  make as  
c l e a r  as p o s s i b l e  to  the A l l i e d  Command t h a t  I  have 
r e c e i v e d  th e  o r d e r  to  p r e v e n t  th e  s e t t i n g  up o f  A l l i e d  
M i l i t a r y  Government in  t e r r i t o r i e s  o c c u p ie d  by o u r  
t r o o p s  and a d m in i s t e r e d  by  u s  by a l l  n e c e s s a r y  means 
w i th o u t  e x c e p t i o n . '

8. T h is  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  v e ry  b l u n t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  French Government to  m a in ta in  i t s  
f o r c e s  c o n t r a r y  to  the  o r d e r  o f  th e  A l l i e d  Supreme 
Commander an d  i n  d i r e c t  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  
w hich  I  a c c e p t ,  and I  know you w i l l  a g r e e ,  as  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  A l l i e d  Govern­
m ents  in  p r e s e r v i n g  a h a rd  won p e a c e ,  nam ely  th e  
av o id a n c e  o f  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  to  a c c o m p lish  p o l i t i c a l  
e n d s .

9 . The m essages  above r e f e r r e d  to  a l s o  c o n ta in  t h e  
a lm o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e  t h r e a t  t h a t  F re n c h  s o l d i e r s  b e a r i n g  
Am erican arms w i l l  combat American and  A l l i e d  s o l d i e r s  
whose e f f o r t s  and  s a c r i f i c e s  have so r e c e n t l y  and 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  F ran ce  
i t s e l f .

10. I n d e e d ,  t h i s  a c t i o n  comes a t  t h e  tim e o f  th e  
v e r y  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  our l a n d in g s  i n  Normandy w hich s e t  
i n  m otion  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h a t  l i b e r a t i o n .

11. The p e o p le  o f  t h i s  c o u n try  have  o n ly  th e  
f r i e n d l i e s t  m o t iv e s  and f e e l i n g s  to w ard  F ran ce  and i t s  
p e o p le ,  b u t  I  am su re  t h a t  th e y  w ould be p ro fo u n d ly  
shocked  i f  t h e y  were made aware o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  
a c t i o n  which y o u r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  p re su m a b ly  w i th  
y o u r  p e r s o n a l  a p p ro v a l ,  h av e  t h r e a t e n e d  to  t a k e .  B e fo re  
I  a c q u a in t  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  w i th  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  I  b e g  o f  you t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t t e r ,  w i t h ­
draw your t r o o p s  from th e  a r e a  and a w a i t  an o r d e r l y  and  
r a t i o n a l  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  w h a te v e r  u l t i m a t e  c la im s  y o u r  
Government f e e l s  im p e lled  t o  make. Such a c t i o n  c a n n o t  
f a i l  to  advance  r a t h e r  th a n  red u ce  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  
F ra n c e  and a t  t h e  same t im e  o p e r a te  to  t h e  im m ediate  
ad v a n ta g e  and w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  French p e o p le .

12. W hile  t h i s  t h r e a t  by  the  F re n c h  Government i s  
o u t s t a n d in g  a g a i n s t  American s o l d i e r s ,  I  r e g r e t  t h a t  I  
h ave  no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  to  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  no
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f u r t h e r  i s s u e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  equipm ent o r  m u n i t io n s  can be 
made to  F rench  t r o o p s .  R a t io n s  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  be 
s u p p l i e d .  S ig n e d .  H a rry  S. T r u m a n ."29

30De G au lle  gave i n  to  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  demand. This

i n c i d e n t  was d i s t u r b i n g  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  R o b e r t  D. Murphy,

p o l i t i c a l  a d v i s o r  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  w ro te  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t ,

when De G au lle  r e q u e s t e d  to  b e  in c lu d e d  a t  th e  m e e t in g  in

Potsdam , Truman "saw to  i t  t h a t  h i s  r e q u e s t  was n e v e r  even
31c o n s id e re d  f o r m a l l y . "  The w ar in  Europe ended i n  May, 

1945.

29FRUS 1945 , IV, pp. 734-735.
30 Donovan, C o n f l i c t  an d  C r i s i s  The P r e s id e n c y  o f  

H arry  S. Truman 1 9 4 5 -1 9 4 8 , p .  58. The F ren ch ,  a f t e r  World 
War I ,  had been  g iv e n  a u t h o r i t y  from th e  League o f  N a t io n s  
to  manage p r e s e n t - d a y  S y r ia  an d  Lebanon o r  th e  L e v a n t .  The 
A l l i e s  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  in d ep en d en ce  o f  S y r i a  and  Lebanon as 
s o v e re ig n  n a t i o n s .  The F ren ch  were d e te rm in e d  to  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  r i g h t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I n  May, 1945, De G a u l le  and  a 
number o f  F rench  t r o o p s  la n d e d  in  B e i r u t ,  Lebanon. The 
U n ite d  S t a t e s  u rg ed  t h e  F ren ch  to  o b se rv e  th e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  
th e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  The B r i t i s h  s u p p o r te d  th e  Am erican 
p o s i t i o n .  The F rench  w ith d re w  from th e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  
B r i t i s h  la n d e d  t ro o p s  i n  B e i r u t .  P r e s i d e n t  Truman, a t  a  May
31 s t a f f  m e e tin g ,  n o t e d ,  "Those French o u g h t  to  be ta k e n  o u t  
and c a s t r a t e d . "  D ia ry  o f  Eben A. A yers , e n t r y  May 31, 1945, 
a s  q u o te d  i n  Donovan, C o n f l i c t  and C r i s i s  The P r e s id e n c y  o f  
H arry  S. Truman 1 9 4 5 -1 9 4 8 , p p .  58-59.

31 R o b ert  D. Murphy, D ip lom at Among W a r r io r s  (New 
York: Pyramid Books, p a p e rb a c k ,  1965), p7 321. Aben A.
A yers ,  A s s i s t a n t  W hite  House P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y ,  w ro te  i n  h i s  
d i a r y ,  "The P r e s i d e n t  h i m s e l f  commented one m orn ing  r e c e n t l y  
t h a t  de G au lle  had i n s u l t e d  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  and h i s  
t ro o p s  had  k i l l e d  A m ericans a n d  he [Truman] c o u ld  n o t  f o r ­
g iv e  him f o r  th o se  t h i n g s . "  Aben A. A yers  d i a r y  e n t r y  o f  
J u ly  7, 1945, as q u o te d  in  Donovan, C o n f l i c t  and C r i s i s  The 
P re s id e n c y  o f  H arry  S. Truman 1945-194d, p .  59.



43

L a te r  in  th e  month two d ip lo m a ts  w ere g o in g  to

Moscow an d  London. The p u rp o se  was to  p r e p a r e  f o r  a

p o s s i b l e  m ee ting . E a r l i e r  H arrim an and B ohlen  b e l i e v e d  i t

would b e  good f o r  S o v ie t-A m erican  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  H a rry

H opkins, form er a d v i s o r  to  R o o s e v e l t ,  b e  s e n t  to  Moscow f o r
32d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  S t a l i n .  Jo seph  E. D a v ie s ,  fo rm er  

American Ambassador to  Moscow, was s e n t  to  B r i t a i n  to  

d i s c u s s  v a r io u s  i s s u e s  i n  p e r s o n  r a t h e r  v i a  d ip lo m a t ic  

c a b l e . 33

H opkins, b e f o r e  h i s  d e p a r tu r e ,  c o n f e r r e d  w i th  

Truman. The P r e s i d e n t  t o l d  th e  fo rm er a d v i s o r  to  R o o s e v e l t ,  

t h a t  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  had  c a r r i e d  o u t  i t s  commitments and 

R u ss ia  was e x p e c te d  to  do t h e  same. " I  t o l d  H a r r y , "  w ro te  

the  P r e s i d e n t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  "h e  cou ld  u s e  d ip lo m a t ic  

la n g u a g e ,  o r  he c o u ld  use  a  b a s e b a l l  b a t  i f  he th o u g h t  t h a t
' '  Q /

was p r o p e r  approach  to  Mr. S t a l i n . "  The l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  

m ee ting  was su g g e s te d  by t h e  R ussian  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r ,  

M olotov. Molotov s e n t  h i s  message to  th e  American 

Ambassador in  Moscow, W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an , w hich  r e a d :

32H arrim an , America and R u ss ia  i n  a  Changing W orld ,
p .  40.

33Potsdam P a p e r s , I ,  p .  63.
34 Robert H. F e r r e l l ,  e d . , O ff t h e  R ecord  The P r iv a t e  

P apers  o f  H arry S. Truman (New York"! H a rp e r  & Row, 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1980), p . 31.
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The S o v ie t  F o re ig n  Commissar (M olotov) t o  th e  
Ambassador in  th e  S o v ie t  Union (H arrim an)

[ T r a n s l a t i o n ]

PERSONAL AND Moscow, May 26 , 1945.
TOP SECRET

DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: Today, d u r in g  th e  c o n v e r s a t i o n
b e tw een  M a rsh a l  J .  V. S t a l i n  and Mr. H opkins i t  was 
m e n t io n e d  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  a  p la c e  f o r  th e  p e n d in g  m e e t in g  
o f  t h e  Heads o f  Government o f  o u r  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  i n  th e  
m essag e  o f  J .  V. S t a l i n  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman th e  r e g io n  
o f  B e r l i n  was spoken o f .  For th e  p u rp o se  o f  a c c u ra c y  I  
m u s t  t e l l  y o u  now t h a t  m en tion  was made o f  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  
a  m e e t in g  n o t  i n  th e  ab o v e  m en tioned  m essage b u t  in  my 
a n sw e r in g  t e l e g r a m  to  Mr. Joseph D av ies  who, r e f e r r i n g  
to  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  r e c e n t l y  r a i s e d  
t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  a m e e t in g  o f  th e  two h ead s  o f  Government 
a n d  a l s o  o f  a  p la c e  o f  t h i s  m e e t in g .  «

S i n c e r e l y  y o u rs ,  V. MOLOTOV

Upon t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  H o p k in s - S ta l in  t a l k s ,  th e  Am erican 

Am bassador in  Moscow s e n t  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e s e  c o n v e r s a t io n s  to  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman:

The Ambassador i n  the  S o v ie t  Union
(H arrim an) t o  th e  P r e s i d e n t

TOP SECRET [Moscow,] 8 Ju n e  1945.
Now t h a t  H a r ry  h a s  l e f t ,  I  th o u g h t  you m ig h t w an t me 

t o  g iv e  you a  b r i e f  r e p o r t  on h i s  v i s i t .
There i s  no  doubt when we saw S t a l i n  t h e  f i r s t  t im e

t h a t  he was g r a v e ly  c o n c e rn e d  o v e r  th e  a d v e r s e  d e v e lo p ­
m en ts  d u r in g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months i n  th e  r e l a t i o n s  
b e tw e e n  o u r  two c o u n t r i e s .  A f i r m  p o s i t i o n  w hich 
P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  to o k  b e fo re  he d ie d  and  you have 
t a k e n  on s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  h a s  had i t s  e f f e c t .  He showed, 
how ever ,  t h a t  he  d id  n o t  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  b a s i s  o f  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  In  t h e  e a r ly  t a l k s  he  to o k  t h e  
o f f e n s i v e  i n  c o m p la in in g  about o u r  m isd eed s  and 
a g g r e s s i v e l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  we d id  n o t  w ish  to  d e a l  
on a  f r i e n d l y  b a s i s  w i t h  the  S o v ie t  Union, she was 
s t r o n g  enough t o  look  a f t e r  h e r s e l f .  He was c l e a r l y  
g l a d  to  see  H a r ry  and a c c e p te d  u n q u e s t i o n i n g l y  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  you s e n t  him  as  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  d e s i r e  to

^ Potsdam Papers, I, p. 85.
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work w i th  him  ( S t a l i n ) .  H arry  d id  a  f i r s t  r a t e  jo b  i n  
p r e s e n t i n g  y o u r  views and in  e x p l a i n i n g  th e  most 
im p o r ta n t  m a t t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  P o la n d ,  w hich were 
c a u s in g  us c o n ce rn .

I  am a f r a i d  S t a l i n  does n o t  and n e v e r  w i l l  f u l l y  
u n d e r s ta n d  o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  f r e e  P o la n d  as a  m a t t e r  o f  
p r i n c i p l e .  He i s  a  r e a l i s t  i n  a l l  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s ,  and 
i t  i s  h a rd  f o r  him to  a p p r e c i a t e  o u r  f a i t h  in  a l l  o f  h i s  
a b s t r a c t  p r i n c i p l e s .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him to  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  why we sh o u ld  w an t to  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  S o v ie t  p o l i c y  
i n  a c o u n try  l i k e  P o la n d ,  w hich  he c o n s id e r s  so 
im p o r ta n t  to  R u s s i a ' s  s e c u r i t y ,  u n l e s s  we have some 
u l t e r i o r  m o tiv e .  He d o e s ,  how ever, a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  he 
m ust d ea l  w i th  th e  p o s i t i o n  we have t a k e n  and , in  
a d d i t i o n ,  f rom  a l l  r e p o r t s  we have f ro m  i n s i d e  P o lan d , 
h e  needs o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  and t h a t  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ' s  in  
o b t a i n i n g  a s t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  
c o u n try .

I  b e l i e v e  I  t o l d  you t h a t  I  was c e r t a i n  M olotov d id  
n o t  r e p o r t  to  S t a l i n  a c c u r a t e l y  and i n  f a c t  t r u t h f u l l y  
i n  a l l  c a s e s .  This was b ro u g h t  o u t  a g a i n  [ in ]  our  
t a l k s .  I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  M olo tov  i s  f a r  more 
s u s p ic io u s  o f  us and l e s s  w i l l i n g  to  v ie w  m a t t e r s  i n  o u r  
m u tu a l r e l a t i o n s  from  a b ro a d  s t a n d p o i n t  th a n  i s  S t a l i n .  
The f a c t  t h a t  we w ere a b le  to  see  S t a l i n  s i x  t im es  and 
d e a l  d i r e c t l y  w i th  h im  was a  g r e a t  h e l p . I f  i t  w ere 
p o s s i b l e  to  s e e  him more f r e q u e n t l y ,  many o f  o u r  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  c o u ld  b e  overcome.

A lthough  th e  ag reem en t to  s t a r t  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  
w i t h  th e  P o le s  in  Moscow i s  a  b i g  s t e p  fo rw a rd ,  I  am 
a f r a i d  t h a t  we w i l l  h av e  t r o u b l e  w i th  M olo tov  when i t  
comes to  w ork ing  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  th e  Warsaw Government. He p o s s i b l y  w i l l  n o t  c o n t in u e  
i n  th e  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  r e c e n t  t a l k s  and  t h e  P o le s  them­
s e lv e s  w i l l  a l s o  be d i f f i c u l t .  I  h o p e ,  how ever, to  be  
a b l e  to  h a n d le  th e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  f o r  my p a r t  i n  such  a 
way t h a t  we can  e i t h e r  come to  a  c o n c lu s io n  o r  p o i n t  up 
th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r l y  so  as  to  make i t  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  you to  come to  a c o n c lu s io n  w i th  S t a l i n  
when you m eet him w i th  C h u r c h i l l .

The t a l k s  abou t t h e  F a r  E a s t ,  I  f e e l ,  were o f  r e a l  
v a lu e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S t a l i n ' s  ag re e m e n t to  ta k e  up w i th  
Soong in  th e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s  
a f f e c t i n g  C hina  in  th e  Y a l ta  a g re e m e n t ,  and a l s o  h i s  
agreem ent to  a l lo w  t h e  G e n e r a l i s s im o 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
to  go in to  M anchuria  w i t h  th e  R u ss ia n  t r o o p s  to  s e t  up 
C hinese  N a t io n a l  Government A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

The l a s t  t a l k ,  on v o t in g  p r o c e d u r e ,  was most 
i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  S t a l i n  had  n o t  u n d e r ­
s to o d  a t  a l l  th e  i s s u e s  be tw een  u s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  
M o lo to v 's  e x p la n a t io n  and d e fe n se  o f  t h e  S o v ie t
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p o s i t i o n ,  S t a l i n  w a iv ed  [waved] him a s id e  and  a c c e p te d  
o u r  p o s i t i o n .  He s t a t e d ,  how ever, he d id  n o t  
c o n s id e r  t h a t  "a  c o u n t ry  i s  v i r t u o u s  b e c a u se  i t  i s  
s m a l l . "  And he had  a  good d e a l  to  say  a b o u t  th e  
t r o u b l e s  s m a l l  n a t i o n s  have  made i n  th e  w o r ld .  T h is ,  
he s a id ,  he  was q u i t e  re a d y  to  s t a t e  p u b l i c l y  as  w e l l  as 
p r i v a t e l y .  He e x p r e s s e d  e m p h a t i c a l ly  h i s  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  
to  a l lo w  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n 's  i n t e r e s t s  to  be a f f e c t e d  by 
such  c o u n t r i e s .

In  c o n c lu s io n ,  I  f e e l  t h a t  H a r r y 's  v i s i t  has  b e e n  
more s u c c e s s f u l  th a n  I  h a d  hoped . A lthough  t h e r e  a r e  
and  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  be many u n s o lv e d  p rob lem s w i th  th e  
S o v ie t  Government, I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  v i s i t  h as  p ro d u ced  
a  much b e t t e r  a tm osphere  f o r  y o u r  m e e t in g  w i th  S t a l i n .

P h y s i c a l l y  H arry  s to o d  th e  t r i p  r e a s o n a b ly  w e l l .
The s t r a i n  o f  th e  f i r s t  week to o k  a  l o t  o u t  o f  him, and 
i t  was a good th in g  t h a t  he h ad  a few days to  r e s t  up 
b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  home.

B o h le n 's  p r e s e n c e  w as, as  u s u a l ,  m ost h e l p f u l . 36

May 27 , 1945, found  D av ies  in  London. He gave th e

B r i t i s h  Prime M in i s t e r  a  m essage from  P r e s i d e n t  Truman w hich

p o i n t e d  o u t  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a  m e e tin g  to  overcome th e

d isa g re e m e n ts  t h a t  a ro s e  from  th e  d e c i s io n s  a r r i v e d  a t  th e

Y a l t a  C onference  h e ld  e a r l i e r  i n  th e  y e a r .  The m essage w en t

on to  say  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  in t e n d e d  to  c a r r y  o u t

R o o s e v e l t ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and  s t r i v e  tow ards  p eace  upon th e

c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  w ar. Truman w an ted  to  c o n f e r  w i th  S t a l i n
37p r i o r  to  th e  s c h e d u le d  c o n f e r e n c e .

C h u r c h i l l  was v eh em en tly  opposed  to  any p r e ­

c o n fe re n c e  be tw een  th e  Am erican l e a d e r  and S t a l i n .  The 

Prime M in i s t e r ,  a f t e r  he calm ed down, in fo rm ed  D avies  t h a t  

he was u p s e t  t h a t  Truman w an ted  to  e x c lu d e  him from  th e

36I b i d . , pp. 6 1 -6 2 . 

3^ I b i d . , pp . 64 -66 .
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p r e - c o n f e r e n c e  m ee tin g . What w o r r ie d  B r i t a i n  was b e in g  l e f t

o u t  o f  any  d i s c u s s io n s  w i t h  the  m a jo r  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  w o r ld
38and  b e in g  d e n ie d  f u l l  p a r t n e r  s t a t u s  a t  Postdam.

The two men th e n  p ro c e e d e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  v a r io u s

s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Europe r a n g in g  from r e l a t i o n s  w i th  C h a r le s

De G au lle  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  v ie w  of E urope  as a w h o le .  The

d a te  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  d is a g re e m e n t  among th e

l e a d e r s ;  J u l y  15, o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  was a g re e a b le  w i t h  S t a l i n

and  Truman. The B r i t i s h  Prim e M i n i s t e r ,  i n  h i s  June  6,

1945, c a b l e ,  a c c e p te d  J u l y  15 as t h e  d a te  f o r  t h e

c o n fe re n c e .  He i n d i c a t e d  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman t h i s  was b e in g
39r e l a y e d  to  S t a l i n .

33W il l ia m  D. Leahy, I  Was T h e re  (New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1950), p .  379.

39Ibid., pp. 92-93.



CHAPTER IV

ARRANGEMENTS FOR HOUSING AND PREPARING THE 

AGENDA FOR THE CONFERENCE

Housing was o f  im p o r ta n c e  t o  C h u r c h i l l ,  and he n o te d  

t h i s  i n  h i s  c a b le  o f  June 9 , 1945, t o  P r e s i d e n t  Truman:

Prim e M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman 

TOP SECRET LONDON, 9 June  [1 9 ]4 5 .

Prime M in i s t e r  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman. P e r s o n a l  and 
to p  s e c r e t .
Number 82.

W hile I  have a g re e d  i n  p r i n c i p l e  to  o u r  t r i p l e  
m e e t in g  in  B e r l i n  on J u l y  1 5 th ,  I  hope you w i l l  a g re e  
w i th  me t h a t  th e  B r i t i s h ,  A m erican and  R u ss ia n  d e le g a ­
t i o n s  s h a l l  have e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  q u a r t e r s  a s s ig n e d  to  
them and have t h e i r  own g u a rd s ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  
a f o u r t h  p la c e  p r e p a r e d  i n  w hich  we meet to  c o n f e r .  I  
c o u ld  n o t  a c c e p t  as a t  Y a l t a  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  we go to  
B e r l i n ,  over which i t  i s  a g re e d  we a r e  to  have  t r i p l e  o r  
w i th  th e  F rench  q u a d ru p le  p a r i t y ,  m e re ly  as  g u e s ts  o f  
t h e  S o v ie t  Government and  a rm ie s .  We sh o u ld  p ro v id e  
e v e r y th in g  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  and b e  a b l e  to  m eet on e q u a l  
te rm s .  I  sh o u ld  l i k e  t o  know how you  s ta n d  a b o u t  this.-*-

U n ite d  S t a t e s  D ep ar tm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l i n  (The 
Potsdam C onference)  1945, I  (W ashing ton : U n ite d  S t a t e s
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1960),  p p .  9 4 -9 5 .  H e r e a f t e r  
c i t e d  as  Potsdam P a p e r s , I .  The R u s s ia n s  had c o n t r o l  o f  
B e r l i n  b ecau se  R o o se v e l t  a l lo w e d  G e n e ra l  E isenhow er to  
advance to  th e  E lbe  R iv e r ,  w hich  i s  s o u th  o f  B e r l i n ,  and 
l e f t  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  Germany f o r  th e  S o v ie t  f o r c e s .  T h is  was 
done f o r  m i l i t a r y  p u rp o s e s .  R o b ert  J .  Donovan, Co n f l i c t  and 
C r i s i s  The P re s id e n c y  o f  H a r ry  S. Truman, 1945-1^48 (New 
York: W. W. N orton & Company, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  52.

48
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Prim e M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  s e n t  a  c a b le  d a te d  June 23, 1945, 

t o  P r e s i d e n t  Truman. I t  c o n ta in e d  a r e p l y  to  th e  Prim e 

M in i s t e r  f ro m  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  on h o u s in g  f o r  th e  c o n fe re n c e .  

I t  read :

P r im e M in i s t e r  C h u rc h i l l  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Truman 

TOP SECRET LONDON, 23 June  1945.

P r im e  M in i s t e r  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman. P e r s o n a l  and 
top s e c r e t .
Number 98.

R efe ren ce  my 94.
a .  S t a l i n  h a s  r e p l i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

" I  have r e c e i v e d  your m essage  o f  th e  1 7 th  Ju n e .
1. The d e l e g a t io n s  w i l l  b e  housed  as  you p ro p o se  in  

your m essage and a s  was a r r a n g e d  i n  th e  Crimea. Each 
d e l e g a t i o n  w i l l  h av e  i t s  own c lo s e d  t e r r i t o r y  u n d e r  a  
regime r e g u l a t e d  a t  the d i s c r e t i o n  o f  th e  head  o f  th e  
d e l e g a t i o n .  The a r e a  in  w h ic h  th e  t h r e e  d e l e g a t io n s  
w i l l  b e  housed i s  B a b e lsb e rg ,  s o u th e a s t  o f  Potsdam .
There w i l l  be a  f o u r t h  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  j o i n t  s e s s i o n s — 
the  P a l a c e  of t h e  German Crown P r in c e  i n  Potsdam.

2 . M arshal Zhukov w i l l  b e  in  B e r l i n  on June 2 8 th .  
The advance  p a r t i e s  o f Montgomery and E isenhow er s h o u ld  
be s e n t  i n  about t h i s  time t o  r e c o n n o i t r e  and ta k e  o v e r  
the  b u i l d i n g s  i n  B a b e ls b e rg .  M ontgom ery 's and 
E is e n h o w e r 's  ad v an ce  p a r t i e s  w i l l  be a b l e  to  o b t a i n  on 
the  s p o t  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  in f o r m a t io n  and f u r t h e r  
d e t a i l s  about t h e  b u i ld in g s  from  G e n e ra l  K ruglov , who i s  
known t o  your p e o p l e  from Y a l t a .

3. Not f a r  f ro m  the a r e a  where th e  d e l e g a t io n s  w i l l  
be h o u s e d  th e re  i s  a good a i r f i e l d  i n  t h e  sm a ll  v i l l a g e  
Kladov, which c o u l d  a lso  be u s e d  as a  l a n d in g  ground .

b . I  have i n s t r u c t e d  Montgomery to  send an advance  
p a r ty  t o  B a b e ls b e rg  as soon a s  p o s s i b l e  to  r e o c n n o i t r e  
and t a k e  over t h e  b u i ld in g s  a l l o t t e d  to  th e  B r i t i s h  
D e l e g a t i o n .2

M ajor  G eneral Floyd L. P a r k s ,  American Commanding 

G e n e ra l  o f  t h e  B e r l i n  D i s t r i c t ,  was g r a n te d  p e rm is s io n  from

^Potsdam  P a p e r s . I ,  P. 11 8 .
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th e  R u ss ian s  to i n s p e c t  th e  h o u s in g  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  th e  

P r e s i d e n t  and h i s  g ro u p .  The f o l l o w in g  i s  a  memorandum 

w hich c o n ta in s  e x c e r p t s  from M ajo r  P a r k 's  v i s i t  to  B e r l i n :

Memorandum by th e  Commanding G e n e ra l ,
U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e c t o r ,  B e r l in  

D i s t r i c t  ( P a r k s )

EXCERPT FROM MAJOR GENERAL PARKS' REPORT 
OF VISIT TO BERLIN, JUNE 24, 1945

1. F o llo w in g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iv e n  me on 1 6 th  J u n e ,  
1945, I  d e p a r te d  a t  1600 h o u r s  F r a n k f u r t  t im e ,  22nd June 
and a r r i v e d  a t  Tem pelhof A ird ro m e  1900 h o u rs  Moscow 
tim e, same day. Moscow tim e  i s  n o t  u se d  i n  B e r l i n  by 
th e  S o v ie t  t ro o p s  and  I  a g r e e d  to  i t s  u se  by th e  U.S. 
f o rc e s  i n  B e r l i n  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  c o n fu s io n .  I t  i s  one 
hour e a r l i e r  th a n  double  summer tim e u se d  a t  F r a n k f u r t  
and t h r e e  hours  e a r l i e r  th a n  G reenw ich t im e .

2 . L t .  Gen. V la s ik ,  D epu ty  to  Col. Gen. K rug lov , 
met me a t  th e  a i rd ro m e .  Gen. K rug lov  i s  C h ie f  o f  
S e c u r i ty  f o r  M arsh a l  S t a l i n  a n d  i n  ch a rg e  o f  a r r a n g e ­
ments f o r  th e  B ig  Three c o n f e r e n c e .  P e rm is s io n  was 
g iven  to  s e t  up t h e  r a d io  com m unica tions  to  e s t a b l i s h  
d i r e c t  c o n ta c t  w i t h  SHAEF, am ple  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was 
p ro v id e d ,  and a i r c r a f t  and c re w s  were c a r e d  f o r  a t

. Tempelhof a i rd ro m .
3. My s t a f f  and I  w ere c o n d u c te d  by Gen. V la s ik  to  

B a b e lsb e rg  by way o f  U nter den L in d en ,  B randenburg  
G ates ,  T i e r g a r t e n ,  and th e  G runew ald  F o r e s t .  I  
c o n f e r r e d  im m ed ia te ly  w i th  Gen. K ruglov  a t  h i s  Head­
q u a r t e r s ,  and a l s o  p r e s e n t  w e re  Gen. V la s ik  and Maj .
Gen. G o r l in s k y ,  Commandant a n d  S e c u r i t y  O f f i c e r ,  G r e a te r  
B e r l in  D i s t r i c t ,  who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  a r ra n g e m e n ts  a t  
Y a l ta .

4 . G eneral K ru g lo v  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  R u ss ia n s  h ad  
in te n d e d  to  be t h e  h o s t s  and  h a d  s e l e c t e d  B a b e lsb e rg  to  
accommodate th e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t i e s  b ecau se  i t  was a  
community o f  f a i r l y  p r e t e n t i o u s  r e s id e n c e s  and had  
co m p a ra t iv e ly  l i g h t  bomb dam ages. He a l s o  p o in t e d  o u t  
t h a t  i t  was c o n v e n ie n t  to  th e  Crown P r i n c e ' s  p a la c e  a t  
Potsdam, where t h e  c o n fe re n c e  i t s e l f  i s  to  be  h e l d  and 
t h a t  th e  r o u te s  from  th e  b i l l e t i n g  a r e a  to  th e  c o n fe re n c e  
b u i l d i n g  were e a s i l y  p r o t e c t e d  an d  p o l i c e d .

5 .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  as h i s  a u t h o r i t y  e x te n d e d  to  
a rrangem en ts  f o r  th e  c o n fe re n c e  o n ly  and th e s e  a r r a n g e -

; .m ents  w ere c o n f in e d  to  th e  B a b e ls b e rg -P o ts d a m  a r e a ,  he 
cou ld  n o t  d i s c u s s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  B e r l i n  D i s t r i c t  i t s e l f  
by U.S. t ro o p s .  G e n e ra l  K ru g lo v  p rom ised  to  a r r a n g e  f o r
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me a  c o u r te s y  c a l l  on M arsh a l Z h u k o v 's  C h ie f  o f  S t a f f ,  
o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a t  which m e e t in g  I  m ig h t  
a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  any  i n s t r u c t i o n s  h a d  been 
r e c e i v e d  from Moscow p e r m i t t i n g  d i s c u s s io n s  r e l a t i v e  to  
B e r l i n  i t s e l f .

6 .  Gen. K rug lov  i n d i c a t e d  on a  map th e  b i l l e t  a r e a  
w h ic h  would b e  tu rn e d  o v e r  to  t h e  U .S . f o r  e x c l u s iv e  
occupancy  o f  c o n f e r e e s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and g u a rd .  
E v e ry th in g  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a  would b e  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  U.S. a n d  o u ts id e  o f  t h i s  compound t h e  S o v ie ts  
w ou ld  m a in ta in  s e c u r i t y  an d  g u a rd .  I  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
a p p ro x im a te ly  400 to  450 o f f i c i a l s  would b e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  
a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  number o f  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  t o  c a t e r  to  
them; t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  be w e l l  o v e r  1 ,000  
o t h e r  t ro o p s  f o r  th e  s u p p ly ,  m a in te n a n c e ,  g u a r d ,  e t c .  
and  t h a t  I  f e l t  th e  a r e a  was too s m a l l .  Gen. K ruglov 
e x p r e s s e d  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  a t  the  s i z e  o f th e  U .S . p a r t y  
and  s t a t e d  t h a t  Mr. H opkins had e s t i m a t e d  t h e  number to  
be 150 . He h a d  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a l i s t  o f  U.S. o f f i c i a l s  
b u t  assumed t h a t  ap p ro x im a te ly  t h e  same num ber would 
come t h a t  came t o  Y a l ta ;  th e y  h ad  p la n n e d  t o  r u n  the  
c o n fe re n c e  s i m i l a r  to  t h e  Y a l ta  m e e t in g  and w e re  
i n s t a l l i n g  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h e  same s i g n a l  com m unication  
f a c i l i t i e s .

7. When I  p o in te d  o u t  to  Gen. Kruglov t h a t  i t  w ou ld  
be n e c e s s a r y  t o  b eg in  t r u c k  movements o f  t e n t a g e ,  
r a t i o n s ,  p e t r o l ,  e t c .  a t  once  and t h a t  we d e s i r e d  to  u s e  
t h e  r o u t e  D e s s a u -B e r l in ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h i s  w ou ld  be  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n d  would b e  a r r a n g e d .  I  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  
we d e s i r e d  to  i n s t i t u t e  a i r  c o u r i e r  s e rv ic e  be tw een  
B e r l i n - H a l l e - F r a n k f u r t  a t  once, u s i n g  the d i r e c t  r o u te  
to  H a l l e  and h e  s a id  t h i s  would b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .

8 .  Gen. K ru g lo v  s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  the  a i r f i e l d  a t  
Gatow (Kiadow) was only  s i x  m ile s  from  Po tsdam , i t  had  
b e e n  d e s ig n a te d  a s  the  te rm in u s  f o r  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  I  
s t a t e d  t h a t  we h a d  no o b j e c t i o n s  i f  i t  was a d e q u a te  f o r  
C-54s and t h a t  I  would h a v e  our a i r  o f f i c e r  i n s p e c t  i t .
I  h a v e  no r e p o r t  from my a i r  o f f i c e r  y e t ,  b u t  I  flew 
o v e r  Gatow l e a v i n g  B e r l in  and i t  a p p e a r s  e v e n  b e t t e r  
th a n  Tempelhof a s  to a p p ro a c h e s ,  l e n g t h  o f  runw ays, e t c .  
B oth  a r e  sod f i e l d s .

9 .  Gen. K ru g lo v  s t a t e d  th a t  h e  would h a v e  the  m otor  
e c h e lo n  o f  my r e c c e  p a r t y  m et th e  fo l lo w in g  d a y  a t  th e  
j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  B e r l in  Ringbahn a n d  th e  D essau  A utobahn .

10 . My s t a f f  and I  w e re  c o n d u c te d  to a  b i l l e t  by 
Gen. K ruglov . I t  was c o m p le te ly  o u t f i t t e d  w i t h  beds and  
c l e a n  l i n e n .  S in c e  our r a t i o n s  h a d  n o t  a r r i v e d  from th e  
a i r d ro m e ,  he s e n t  over r a t i o n s  f o r  u s  and a  co o k  to 
a s s i s t  ou r  co o k . He a l s o  s e n t  me a  case  o f  w in e  and 
G e n e ra l  V la s ik  s e n t  me some champagne. The m e a l  was 
d e l i c i o u s .
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11 . Maj . Gen. G o r l in s k y  c o n d u c te d  me th ro u g h  th e  
b i l l e t s  o f  th e  U.S. compound on S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g ,  June  
23. There a r e  abou t 70 h o u s e s ,  w e l l  b u i l t ,  b u t  o l d ,  
w i th  one to  two b a th s  e a c h ,  and t h e  S o v ie t  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a r e  i n  th e  m id s t  o f  c o m p le te ly  r e n o v a t i n g  them , 
p ro m is in g  to  com plete  i t .  The m a j o r i t y  a r e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  
homes, a few b e in g  l a r g e  enough f o r  VIPs. The one e a r ­
m arked f o r  P r e s i d e n t  Truman i s  o l d - f a s h i o n e d ,  b u t  
s p a c i o u s . O th e r s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  th e  v a r io u s  h i g h  m i l i t a r y  
and c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  a re  n e a r b y .  They w i l l  b e  a d e q u a te  
f o r  t h e  s h o r t  s o jo u rn  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  i f  th e  p a r t y  i s  
s m a l l .  A h a s t y  survey  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  from 500-600 
i n d i v i d u a l s  can  be h o u sed ,  t h i s  f i g u r e  i n c l u d i n g  
o r d e r l i e s  and  mess a t t e n d a n t s .  T he re  w i l l  n o t  be enough 
h o u se s  i f  450 o f f i c i a l s  a r r i v e  and a l th o u g h  t e n t a g e  can 
h e lp  to  some e x t e n t ,  i t  i s  n o t  a s o l u t i o n .  The m a t t e r  
w i l l  be s o lv e d  o n ly  i f  t h e  U.S. S e c t o r ,  B e r l i n  D i s t r i c t ,  
o r  t h e  Z e h le n d o r f  p r o t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  i s  t u r n e d  o v e r  to  us 
and t h e  e x c e s s  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e i n .

12. I  c o n f e r r e d  a g a i n  w i th  C o l.  Gen. K ru g lo v  a t  
1230. A te le p h o n e  m essage was r e c e i v e d  d u r in g  t h i s  
c o n fe re n c e  t h a t  th e  m otor  s e r i a l  o f  my r e c c e  group h ad  
a r r i v e d  a t  th e  b o rd e r  an d  was in  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  a g r e e d  50 
o f f i c e r s ,  175 EM and 50 v e h i c l e s .  I  r e q u e s t e d  Gen. 
K ru g lo v  to  p a s s  only  th e  a g re e d  num ber. I t  d e v e lo p e d  
l a t e r  i n  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  g iv e  th e  
a u t h o r i t y  w hich  he had p ro m ise d  y e s t e r d a y  f o r  o u r  t r u c k s  
to  u s e  th e  D e s sa u -B e r l in  Autobahn f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  
r e s u p p ly .  He d id  say, how ever,  t h a t  th e  S o v i e t  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a g re e d  to  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  a i rd ro m e  by o u r  
c o u r i e r  p l a n e s .

13 . G e n e ra l  K ruglov , a t  1300 h o u r s ,  e s c o r t e d  me 
th ro u g h  th e  Crown P r i n c e ' s  p a la c e  i n  Potsdam  where t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  i t s e l f  w i l l  b e  h e ld .  W hile  I  h av e  n o t  s e e n  
o t h e r  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  L t .  C o l .  P a n tu h o f f ,  who i s  my 
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  i n f i n i t e l y  
b e t t e r  th a n  a t  Teheran o r  Y a l t a .  T h e re  i s  a  l a r g e  
v a u l t e d  b a n q u e t  h a l l  i n  w h ich  a ro u n d  t a b l e  w i l l  be  
p l a c e d  f o r  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  and t h e r e  i s  sp ace  i n  th e  
w ings f o r  o f f i c e s ,  com m ittee  rooms, c o n fe re n c e  rooms, 
e t c .  The S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t i e s  have p u t  th e  b u i l d i n g  and  
g rounds  in  e x c e l l e n t  shape  .

14 . As no in fo rm a t io n  had b een  r e c e i v e d  a s  to  
v i s i t i n g  M arsh a l Zhukov 's  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  I  p ro p o s e d  to  
d e p a r t  f o r  F r a n k f u r t  a t  1500 h o u rs .  J u s t  b e f o r e  l e a v in g  
f o r  t h e  a i rd ro m e ,  I  r e c e i v e d  a m essage  t h a t  M arsha l 
Z hukov 's  C h ie f  o f  S t a f f  w ou ld  meet me a t  t h e  a i rd ro m e .

15 . He m et me a t  Tem pelhof and  I  e x p r e s s e d  my 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  a t  h i s  c o u r t e s y  f o r  coming to  s e e  me i n  
o r d e r  to  save  my time an d  th an k ed  h im  f o r  t h e  c o r d i a l  
h o s p i t a l i t y  I  h a d  r e c e i v e d  from C o l.  Gen. K ru g lo v .  I
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t o l d  him  t h a t  th e  o n ly  d i f f i c u l t y  I  h a d  a t  th e  moment 
was in  o p e r a t in g  t r u c k s  be tw een  B e r l i n  and Dessau f o r  
s u p p ly  o f  r a t i o n s ,  g a s o l i n e ,  t e n t a g e ,  e t c .  He s t a t e d  
h e  had  no a u t h o r i t y  f o r  p e r m i t t i n g  more th a n  50 v e h i c l e s  
i n  th e  R ussian  zone b u t  t h a t  th e  50 w hich  had  e n t e r e d  
B a b e ls b e rg  would b e  p e r m i t t e d  to  o p e r a t e  betw een  B e r l i n  
a n d  D essau fo r  s u p p ly  p u r p o s e s .  F e e l i n g  t h a t  Gen. 
K r u g lo v 's  s ta te m e n t  was s u f f i c i e n t ,  I  d id  n o t  m ention  
t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a i r c r a f t  t o  him. However, as  I  was 
b o a r d in g  my p l a n e ,  and  a f t e r  th e  d e p a r tu r e  o f  th e  C h ie f  
o f  S t a f f ,  G o r l in sk y  an d  t h e  F i e l d  Commander a t  Tempelhof 
s t a t e d  i t  would b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  g e t  p e r m is s io n  f o r  th e  
a i r c r a f t  to  r e t u r n .  A f t e r  much d i s c u s s io n  I  t o l d  
G e n e ra l  G o r l in sk y  I  w ou ld  r e t u r n  and th e  c o u r i e r  p la n e  
w o u ld  r e t u r n ,  and t h a t  we w ould send  a  r a d i o  message f o r  
t h e  in fo rm a t io n  o f  Gen. K rug lov  g iv in g  th e  ETA. I  
s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  r o u t e  w ou ld  be d i r e c t  from  H a l le  to  
B e r l i n  and th a t  i t  w o u ld  be i m p r a c t i c a b le  f o r  me to  
s e c u r e  p e rm is s io n  f rom  Moscow e v e ry  t im e  a p la n e  was 
f lo w n  to  B e r l in  w i t h  s u p p l i e s .  He a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  
adv an ce  n o t i c e  o f  ETA w o u ld  be  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and s a i d  
t h a t  agreem ent w ould  be r e a c h e d  a f t e r  my r e t u r n  to  
B e r l i n  a s  to  p ro c e d u re  t h e r e a f t e r ,  w hereby no n o t i c e  
w o u ld  have to  be g iv e n .

16. We d e p a r te d  Tem pelhof a t  1600 h o u r s ,  Moscow 
t im e  and f lew  o v e r  Swan I s l a n d  i n  th e  H avel R iv e r ,  t h e  
a l l e g e d  home o f  G o e b b e ls ; w i th  one o r  two e x c e p t io n s ,  
t h e  h o u ses  on Swan I s l a n d  a r e  s e v e r e ly  damaged. We f le w  
t h e  d i r e c t  ro u te  f ro m  B e r l i n  to  H a l l e ,  o b s e rv in g  th e  
A u to b a h n . One a r c h  b r i d g e  o v e r  a  r a v in e  had  been  b low n, 
an d  t h e r e  a re  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o v e rh ead  b r i d g e s  which have 
b e e n  dropped on t h e  A utobahn . At 1645, Moscow tim e ,
I  n o t e d  th e  head o f  th e  column o f  my m o to r  s e r i a l  on th e  
A utobahn abou t t h r e e  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  [ th e ]  E lb e  R iv e r .

TT. At H a lle  I  s to p p e d  and gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  my 
C h ie f  o f  S t a f f  and a r r i v e d  a t  F r a n k f u r t  a t  1745 F ra n k ­
f u r t  t im e .

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Recommend a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  Crown P r i n c e ' s  
p a l a c e  a t  Potsdam a s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  th e  B ig  Three 
c o n f e r e n c e .

2. Recommend t h a t  t h e  S o v ie t  p la n  f o r  a compound o f  
b i l l e t s  f o r  the  U .S. c o n f e r e e s  a t  B a b e ls b e rg  be a c c e p te d .

3. Recommend e x p e d i t i o n  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  to  make 
a v a i l a b l e  U.S. S e c t o r ,  B e r l i n  D i s t r i c t ,  f o r  q u a r t e r i n g  
an d  b iv o u a c k in g  o f  s u p p ly  t r o o p s ,  m inor o f f i c i a l s ,  p r e s s ,  
e t c .  as t h e r e  i s  no room f o r  them a t  B a b e ls b e rg .  I f  
a d ju s tm e n t  o f  a l l  zo n es  o f  o c c u p a t io n  i s  n o t  e f f e c t e d
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on 1 J u ly ,  p r e s s u r e  s h o u ld  be  b ro u g h t  to  b e a r  to  p e rm it  
e r e c t i o n  o f  camps and  b iv o u a c s  i n  Z e h le n d o r f  which 
a d jo in s  B a b e ls b e rg  and  i s  s u re  to  be p a r t  o f  the  U.S. 
z o n e . We u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  im m ediate 
r e c o n n a is s a n c e  in  B e r l i n . 3

The American Ambassador i n  t h e  S o v ie t  Union s e n t  a 

m essage , d a ted  Ju n e  25, 1945, to  th e  A s s i s t a n t  F o re ig n  

Commissar f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  Andrey Y anvaryev ich  

V ysh insky , on t h e  n eed  f o r  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  communication 

equ ipm ent f o r  t h e  c o n fe re n c e :

The Ambassador i n  t h e  S o v ie t  Union (H arrim an) 
to  th e  S o v i e t  A s s i s t a n t  F o re ig n  

Commissar (V yshinsky)

URGENT AND TOP SECRET Moscow, June  25, 1945.
No. 362a

DEAR MR. VYSHINSKI: I  have r e c e i v e d  a n o th e r  u r g e n t
c a b le  from G e n e ra l  E isen h o w er r e p e a t i n g  th e  r e q u e s t s  
t h a t  I  s u b m i t te d  to  you  i n  my l e t t e r  o f  Ju n e  23 w i th  
r e g a r d  to  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  Z e h le n d o rf  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
camp s i t e s ,  t h e  use  o f  th e  H a l l e - B e r l i n  Autobahn w i th o u t  
s p e c i a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  e a c h  c a s e ,  and a u t h o r i t y  to 

. . i n c r e a s e  th e  s i z e  o f  G en e ra l  P a r k s 1 p a r t y  a t  B a b e lsb e rg .
The most p r e s s i n g  m a t t e r  i s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  

v e r y  h igh  f re q u e n c y  r a d i o - t e l e p h o n e  t e r m in a l  and t e l e ­
ty p e w r i te r  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the  B e r l i n  a r e a  w i th  a r e l a y  
p o i n t  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Luckenwalde n e a r  B e lz ig .  These 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  ta k e  c o n s id e r a b l e  t im e ,  and we a re  a f r a i d  
t h a t  i f  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  do n o t  s t a r t  a t  once we w i l l  
b e  unab le  to  have  them co m p le ted  by th e  t im e  the  B e r l i n  
co n fe re n c e  o p e n s .  M ajor G en era l  Frank B. [E .]  S to n e r  
an d  a s p e c i a l  group o f  S ig n a l  Corps p e r s o n n e l  have b een  
s e n t  from W ashing ton  to  make th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  and th ey  
a r e  now w a i t i n g  a t  F r a n k f u r t  f o r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to  
p ro c e e d  to  B e r l i n .

I t  would be  v e ry  h e l p f u l  i f  a u t h o r i t y  c o u ld  be 
i s s u e d  to  th e  l o c a l  S o v ie t  Commander in  B e r l i n  to  g r a n t  
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  such  o p e r a t i o n s  as  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  in  B e r l i n  
i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n fe re n c e .  As G e n e ra l  
E isenhow er p o i n t s  o u t ,  i t  i s  tim e consuming and cumber­
some to  have to  o b t a i n  p e r m is s io n  from Moscow in  each

•̂ Potsdam P a p e r s . I ,  pp . 121-125.
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i n s t a n c e  r e g a r d in g  th e s e  i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  m a t t e r s .
I  w ou ld  be m ost g r a t e f u l  fo r  an e a r l y  r e p l y .  .
S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  W. A. HARRIMAN

The A s s i s t a n t  F o re ig n  Commissar d i d  not w a s te  any

tim e  in  r e p l y i n g  to  th e  A m bassador 's  m e ss a g e .  P e rm is s io n

was g ra n te d  to  th e  A m e r ic a n 's  r e q u e s t :

The S o v i e t  A s s i s t a n t  F o r e ig n  Commissar (V yshinsky) 
to  t h e  Ambassador in  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n  (H arrim an)

[ T r a n s l a t i o n ]

URGENT AND SECRET Moscow, June 2 6 ,  1945.

DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR, W ith  r e f e r e n c e  to y o u r  l e t t e r  
o f  Ju n e  25 in  w hich  you p o i n t  ou t t h a t  among t h e  
p r e p a r a t o r y  m easures  f o r  t h e  m e e tin g  t h e  most u r g e n t  i s  
the  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  h ig h - f r e q u e n c y  r a d i o  te le p h o n e  s t a t i o n  
and o f  a  t e l e t y p e  system , t h e  P e o p l e ' s  C om m issaria t  has 
g iven  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  t h e  S o v ie t  m i l i t a r y  o rg a n s  i n  
B e r l in  t o  g e t  i n  touch  im m e d ia te ly  w i t h  G eneral Parks 
on t h i s  m a t t e r  and , a f t e r  h a v in g  f i x e d  the num ber o f  
the  com m unica tions  group h e a d e d  by M a jo r  G enera l  Frank 
B. [E .]  S to n e r ,  to  p e rm it  t h i s  group t o  p ro ceed  to  
B e r l i n .  c

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  [ e t c . ]  A. VYSHINSKI3

P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  Agenda

P r e s i d e n t  Truman, i n  h i s  May 9 , 1 9 4 5 ,  c a b le  to  

C h u r c h i l l ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  B r i t i s h  d ra w  up a l i s t  o f
g

i t e m s  to  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  th e  m e e t in g .  On May 29, t h e  

B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  in  W ash ing ton , Lord H a l i f a x ,  n o t i f i e d  the 

A c t in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  t h a t  th e  Prime M in i s t e r  w ou ld  be

4 I b i d .  , pp. 126-127.

5 I b i d . , p . 131.

6I b i d .  , p .  4.
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d i s c u s s in g  a  l i s t  o f  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  the  c o n f e r e n c e .  The 

American D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  P r e s i d e n t  

Truman, made a  d e t a i l e d  s tu d y  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  p r o p o s a l s  and 

o f f e r e d  t h e i r  v iew s .  T h is  s tu d y  was fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  

P r e s i d e n t  i n  a  June 14 , 1945, memorandum from  Jo se p h  C.

Grew, A c t in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  The memorandum from  Grew 

and the  S t a t e  D epartm ent s tu d y  re a d :

The A c t in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

SECRET [WASHINGTON,] June 14, 1945.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

S u b je c t :  Comments on Prime M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l ' s
S u g g e s te d  T o p ic s  f o r  D isc u ss io n  a t  th e  N ext 
M e e tin g  o f  t h e  Heads o f  Government

W ith  my memorandum o f  May 30 s u b m i t t in g  Prim e 
M i n i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l ' s  s u g g e s te d  l i s t  o f  s u b j e c t s  f o r  
d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  h ead s  o f  g o v e rn ­
ment I  o f f e r e d  to  sen d  you th e  D e p a r tm e n t 's  comments 
t h e r e o n .  A memorandum commenting upon th e  t o p i c s  i s  now 
a t t a c h e d .

W h ile  i n  g e n e r a l  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  c o v e re d  b y  Mr. 
C h u r c h i l l  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and  d e a ls  w i t h  a  number o f  
p ro b lem s  r e q u i r i n g  u r g e n t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  fo rm  o f  
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  I  f e e l ,  i s  u n f o r tu n a t e :  Mr. C h u r c h i l l ' s
l i s t  i s  so drawn a s  to  g iv e  th e  ap p e a ra n c e  l a r g e l y  o f  a  
b i l l  o f  c o m p la in ts  a g a i n s t  th e  S o v ie t  Government, which 
seems h a r d l y  t h e  p r o p e r  app ro ach  to  th e  fo r th c o m in g  
m e e t in g .  P resu m ab ly  he w ould  wish to  rew ord  h i s  l i s t  o f  
s u b j e c t s  p r i o r  to  any communication o f  i t  to  M arsh a l 
S t a l i n .  F u r th e rm o re ,  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  p rob lem s m e n tio n ed  
by Mr. C h u r c h i l l  seem to  be on the  way to  s e t t l e m e n t  and  
may w e l l  be s o lv e d  b e f o r e  y o u r  m e e tin g .

I  am h a v in g  p r e p a r e d  i n  th e  D epartm en t:

(1 )  A s u g g e s te d  l i s t  o f  q u e s t io n s  w hich  you may w ish  
to  b r i n g  up f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  to g e th e r  w i t h  p e r t i n e n t  
memoranda. These w i l l  in c lu d e  th e  two p o i n t s  r a i s e d  i n  
your memoranda o f  J u ly  [June  ] 9 c o n c e rn in g  p ro c e d u re  to  
f a c i l i t a t e  i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  views on th e  term s o f  th e  
E uropean  Peace S e t t l e m e n t s  and the T w e n ty -f iv e  Y ear 
T re a ty  f o r  th e  d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  o f  Germany.
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(2) A f u l l  s e t  o f  d e t a i l e d  memoranda on p o l i c y  w i th  
re g a rd  t o  th e  s u b j e c t s  s u g g e s te d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Prim e 
M in i s t e r ;

(3) A com plete  s e t  o f  memoranda c o v e r in g  v a r i o u s  
p o l ic y  q u e s t i o n s  w hich  c o n c e iv a b ly  may be  r a i s e d  by 
M arshal S t a l i n  o r  may a r i s e  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
and

(4) A f u l l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p e r t i n e n t  maps.

JOSEPH C. GREW

[A ttachm ent]

MEMORANDUM

B r i t i s h  Agenda

1. P o la n d
(a) Main q u e s t io n .
(b) R u s s ia n  a c t i o n  

in  h a n d in g  over  Germany 
t e r r i t o r y  to  Po land  
b e fo re  p e a c e  s e t t l e m e n t  
and w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  
e i t h e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  
B r i t i s h  G overnm ents.
2 . Germany. I n t e r -  
A l l  i e 3 ~ p o l i c y  and 
m ach inery  a s  r e g a rd s  
Germany i n c l u d i n g

(a)  C o n d i t io n s  and 
t im ing  f o r  b r in g in g  
in to  f o r c e  o f  
o c c u p a t io n a l  z o n e s .

Comments

No comment r e q u i r e d  p e n d in g  
outcome o f  t a l k s  i n  Moscow and  
f u r t h e r  s tu d y  o f  Mr. H o p k in s ' 
r e p o r t .

As you a re  aw are t h i s  s u b j e c t  
i s  now u n d e r  d i s c u s s io n  be tw een  
th e  G overnm ents. The S t a t e  and  
War D epartm en ts  a r e  n o t  
p r e p a r e d  to  d e f e r  i n d e f i n i t e l y  
t h e  w i th d ra w a l  i n to  t h e  z o n e s .  
A c c o rd in g  t o  A r t i c l e  6 o f  th e  
p r o t o c o l  on th e  zones o f  
o c c u p a t io n ,  t h i s  p r o t o c o l  i s  to  
go i n t o  e f f e c t  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  
w i t h  th e  s i g n i n g  o f  th e  
s u r r e n d e r  i n s t r u m e n t .  The 
P rim e M in i s t e r  has now a g re e d  
t h a t  t h i s  s h o u ld  be done, and 
t h a t  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  
A u s t r i a n  zones  sh o u ld  b e  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  a r ra n g e m e n t .  I t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o g r e s s  
w i l l  be a c h ie v e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  so  t h a t  th e
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(b) E s ta b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a  German Government 
o r  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n s  .

q u e s t io n  w i l l  n o t  have to be 
f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r e d  a t  the 
fo r th co m in g  m e e t in g .

Comments

(1) I t  i s  recommended t h a t  
t h i s  Government p ropose  the 
r e s t o r a t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  Germany 
o f  l o c a l  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  
th ro u g h  e l e c t i v e  c o u n c i ls  and 
p ro c e e d  f o r t h w i t h  to  pu t t h i s  
p r o p o s a l  i n t o  e f f e c t  in  the  
U n i te d  S ta te s  zo n e .

(2) I t  i s  recommended t h a t  
t h i s  Government p ropose  the 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  th e  whole o f  
Germany o f  n o n -N a z i  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  w ith  r i g h t s  o f  
assem bly  and o f  p u b l i c  d i s c u s ­
s io n  and p ro c e e d  fo r th w i th  to  
p u t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i n to  e f f e c t  
in  t h e  U nited  S t a t e s  zone.

(3) I t  i s  recommended t h a t  
t h i s  Government p ro p o se  the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p re ­
s e n t a t i v e  and e l e c t i v e  
p r i n c i p l e s  i n t o  r e g i o n a l ,  p r o ­
v i n c i a l  and s t a t e  (Land) 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  r a p id ly  as 
r e s u l t s  o f  l o c a l  s e l f -  
government seem  to  w arran t  
t h i s  f u r t h e r  s t e p .

(4 )  I t  i s  recommended t h a t  
t h i s  Government oppose the 
c r e a t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t e  i n t e ­
g r a t e d  German a d m in i s t r a t i v e  
and p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t i e s  
c o in c id in g  w i t h  th e  fo u r  zones 
o f  o c c u p a t io n  an d  f a v o r ,  on 
th e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  use  of 
c e n t r a l  German a d m in i s t r a t i v e  
m ach in e ry , i n  so  f a r  as 
p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  t h e  despa tch  o f  
b u s in e s s  above th e  p r o v in c ia l  
o r  s t a t e  l e v e l .  I t  i s  in  
consequence f u r t h e r  
recommended t h a t  t h i s  Govern­
ment oppose t h e  p a r t i t i o n  o f 
Germany, e i t h e r  de f a c to  o r  de 
j u r e , a long  t h e  l i n e s  o f  the
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(c )  Feed ing  o f  
Germany a s  a w h o le .

(d) D isp o sa l  o f  d i s ­
p la c e d  p e r so n s  in  
Germany e s p e c i a l l y  
R u s s i a n s .

(e )  Problem  o f  
German r e p a r a t i o n  w i th  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  to  
R u ss ia n  h a b i t  o f  
s t r i p p i n g  b a re  
t e r r i t o r i e s  which th e y  
c o n t r o l .

( f )  D isp o sa l  o f  
German f l e e t  and 
m erch an t  s h ip s .
3. A u s t r i a .

(a )  E s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  
zo n es ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
V ienna, and o f  C o n tro l  
Commission.

zones o f  o c c u p a t io n .
(5) I t  i s  recommended th a t  

t h i s  Government oppose  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  f o r  th e  tim e 
b e in g  o f  a  c e n t r a l  German 
Government i n  c o n t r a d i s t i n c ­
t i o n  to  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  
such  c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
a g e n c ie s  a s  would s e r v e  th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  C o n t r o l  
C o u n c il .

Comments

No comment on th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  
th e s e  i t e m s . P e r t i n e n t  
memoranda a r e  b e in g  p r e p a r e d .

The European A dv iso ry  
Commission h a s  been  d ead lo ck ed  
f o r  some t im e  i n  c o m p le t in g  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  on zones and  
o c c u p a t io n a l  m ach inery  f o r  
A u s t r i a .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  
r e s u l t s  from  th e  S o v i e t  
G overnm ent 's  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  
i n  zon ing  V ienna  f o r  o c c u p a ­
t i o n  by  th e  f o u r  P o w e rs , the  
c i t y  l i m i t s  be d e l i n e a t e d  as 
th e y  w ere b e f o r e  1938 (w hich 
would le a v e  no a i r f i e l d  i n  our 
V ienna z o n e ) , w h i le  we p r e f e r  
u se  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  w id e r  
l i m i t s  o f  th e  c i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
th e  s u b u rb s ,  w i th  an a i r f i e l d  
in  o u r  z o n e . The War D e p a r t ­
ment h as  i n s i s t e d  upon h a v in g  
a d e q u a te  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  V ienna,
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(b) R e c o g n it io n  o f  
an A u s t r ia n  Government 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  to  a l l  
A l l i e d  Governments.

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a i r f i e l d s ,  and 
has  n o t  b een  w i l l i n g  to  
a c c e p t  th e  a i r p o r t  o f f e r e d  by 
th e  S o v ie t  Government. To 
s o lv e  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  
m i l i t a r y  m i s s io n s  o f  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s ,  U n ited  Kingdom 
and F rance  h av e  gone to  Vienna 
to  su rv ey  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and 
make recom m endations  to  th e  
European A d v iso ry  Commission, 
w hich i t  i s  hoped , w i l l  l e a d  
to  a s e t t l e m e n t .

W hile t h e  ag reem ent on 
c o n t r o l  m a c h in e ry  f o r  A u s t r i a  
and a p r o t o c o l  on zones 
( e x c lu s iv e  o f  V ienna) have  n o t  
y e t  been f o r m a l l y  recommended 
by th e  E u ro p ean  A dviso ry  
Commission, t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  
sh o u ld  n o t  p r e s e n t  g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y ,  once  th e  V ienna

Comments

zone i s  a g r e e d  upon. I f  the  
p r e s e n t  s u rv e y  le a d s  to  a  
r a p i d  a g re e m e n t  on V ienna, the  
European A d v is o ry  Commission 
can p re su m a b ly  make i t s  
recom m endations  a t  once i n  a 
form  in  w h ich  th e  f o u r  g o v ern ­
ments w i l l  a p p ro v e .

T h e re fo re  t h i s  q u e s t io n  
may o r  may n o t  r e q u i r e  d i s c u s ­
s io n  i n  t h e  m e e t in g ,  depending  
upon dev e lo p m en ts  in  th e  n e x t  
few w eek s .

I t  i s  recommended t h a t  t h i s  
Government a g r e e  to  g iv e  prompt 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  th e  q u e s t io n  
o f  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  
Renner Government a f t e r  th e  
zones o f  o c c u p a t io n ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  V ienna , a re  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  d e l i n e a t e d  and 
o u r  t ro o p s  h a v e  tak en  up t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n s  a c c o r d in g ly  and 
a f t e r  an a g re e m e n t  on i n t e r -  
A l l i e d  c o n t r o l  m achinery  has 
been  c o n c lu d e d  and p u t  i n t o
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(c )  F ee d in g  o f  
A u s t r i a .
4. Y u g o s la v ia

M ain ten a n ce  o f  
s t a t u s  quo  w i th  r e g a r d  
to  Y u g o s l a v - I t a l i a n  and 
Y u g o s la v -A u s t r ia n  
f r o n t i e r s  p e n d in g  peace 
s e t t l e m e n t .

5. B a lk a n s
(a )  R u s s ia n  

b e h a v io u r  g e n e r a l l y  in  
Rumania, B u lg a r i a  and 
Hungary.

(1) As r e g a rd s  
t r e a tm e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  and 
American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
on C o n t r o l  Commission.

(2) As r e g a rd s  the  
s e t t i n g  up o f  p u p p e t  
g overnm ents  in  th o s e  
c o u n t r i e s .

e f f e c t .  We s h o u ld  a l s o  
s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  th e  R enne r  
Government s h o u l d  p r e p a r e  to  
h o l d  e l e c t i o n s  as  soon a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n  o f  t h e  O ccupying  Powers, 
f o r  a c o n s t i t u e n t  a s se m b ly .

As regards  t h e  T r i e s t e  and  
C a r in th ia  q u e s t i o n s  an  a d e ­
q u a te  s e t t l e m e n t  has  now been  
re a c h e d  w hich  w i l l  make i t  
p o s s ib l e  to  c o v e r  t h i s  t o p i c  
v e r y  b r i e f l y .  The s t a t u s  quo 
sh o u ld  be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  
r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  K l a g e n f u r t  
r e g io n .  No z o n e  o f  o c c u p a t io n  
sh o u ld  be g i v e n  to  Y u g o s la v ia  
an d  in  the f i n a l  p eace  s e t t l e ­
m ent th i s  a r e a  w i l l  be  
r e t a i n e d  by A u s t r i a .  More 
im p o r ta n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w o u ld  be 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y a l t a  
p r i n c i p l e s  t o  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  
regim e which h a s  been  s e t  up 
i n  Y u g o s lav ia .  Our recommen­
d a t io n  as s e e n  a t  th e  moment 
w ould  no t be  f o r  fo rm a l 
t r i p a r t i t e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  u n d e r  
t h e  Y alta  f o r m u la  i f  Y u g o s lav s  
c o u ld  th e m se lv e s  be in d u c e d  to  
move in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  s in c e  
t h e  Government and p o l i t i c a l  
i n to l e r a n c e  o f  th e  P a r t i s a n s  
i s  cause f o r  some r e a l  c o n c e rn .

A lthough t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i t h  i t s  
t h r e e  s u b -h e a d in g s  c o v e r s  th e  
m ain  p o in ts  t h e r e  s h o u ld  be 
some d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  t r e a t ­
m ent between them  as r e g a r d s  
t h e i r  im p o r ta n c e .  S u b -h e a d in g
(3 )  (removal o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
equipm ent) h a r d l y  seems 
a p p r o p r ia t e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  
betw een the  H ead s  o f  S t a t e s  
s i n c e  p ro b a b ly  th e  w o r s t  p a r t  
o f  i t  has a l r e a d y  ta k e n  p l a c e .
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(3) As r e g a rd s  
rem oval by S o v ie t  
a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  equipm ent 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Rumania 
u n d e r  the g u i s e  o f  
b o o ty .

(b) Q u e s t io n  o f  
co n c lu d in g  p e a c e  
t r e a t i e s  w i t h  th ese  
m in o r  enemy s t a t e s  
w i t h  a view t o  w ith ­
d raw al of R u ss ia n  
a rm ie s  of o c c u p a t io n .

I t  would seem  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  d i s c u s s io n s  in  
r e s p e c t  o f  t h i s  p o in t  t a k e  
p la c e  on th e  d ip lo m a t ic  l e v e l .  
S in ce  A nglo-A m erican i n t e r e s t s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  the 
Y a l t a  D e c l a r a t i o n  on L i b e r a t e d  
Europe i n  Rumania r e q u i r e  th a t  
we have a  g r e a t e r  s h a r e  i n  the 
A l l i e d  C o n t r o l  Commissions and 
o t h e r  A l l i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  th e  
S o v ie t  Government s h o u ld  be 
in d u c e d  to  a g r e e  t h a t  f u t u r e  
A l l i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s  b e  on a g e n u in e ly  
t r i p a r t i t e  b a s i s .  J o i n t  
d e c i s io n s  s h o u ld  be t a k e n  
r e g a r d in g :

1. The manner o f  t h e  
e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  a r m i s t i c e  
ag reem en ts  i n  th e  seco n d  
p e r io d .

2. A p ro g ram  f o r  t h e  
w i th d ra w a l  o f  S o v ie t  t r o o p s  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  fo u r  N a t io n s '  
ag reem en t a t  Moscow on O ctober  
30, 1943.

3. The im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  
th e  Crimea D e c l a r a t i o n  on 
L i b e r a t e d  E u ro p e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  in  th e  m a t t e r  
o f  e l e c t i o n s .  •

4. The c o n c lu s io n  o f  
p eace  t r e a t i e s  and r e e s t a b l i s h ­
ment o f  d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s .

5 . The r e c o g n i t i o n  and 
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  n o n - e x c lu s io n  and e q u a l  
a c c e s s  in  econom ic r e l a t i o n s  
be tw een  fo rm e r  s a t e l l i t e s  and 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h is  s e c t io n  
r e q u i r e s  re w o rd in g  i n  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  M a rsh a l  S t a l i n ' s  
p ro p o s a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e g u l a r  
d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s .  
E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  whole p rob lem  
in  th e  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s  i s  to 
d e te rm in e :

1. Are th e y  r e a l l y  
in d e p e n d e n t .
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6. P e r s i a  
Q u e s t io n  o f

m utual w i th d ra w a l  o f  
t r o o p s .
7. I t a l y ,  G reece and 
Turkey

(a )  R e - d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  o u r  p o l i c y  a n d  
i n t e r e s t s  in  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s .

(b)  C o n c lu s io n  o f  a 
peace  t r e a t y  w i t h  I t a l y .

2. I s  th e  S o v ie t  Army to  
r e m a in .

3. I f  we a c c e p t  l e s s  th a n  
r e a l l y  t r i p a r t i t e  a u t h o r i t y  
c a n  we o b t a i n  f i rm  a s s u r a n c e s  
o f  n o n -e x c lu s io n  f o r  o u r  
r i g h t f u l  a c t i v i t i e s .
5B A lb an ia

A s h o r t  t o p i c  on A lb a n ia  
m ig h t  be added  worded as  
f o l l o w s :

Agreement on p a r a l l e l  
a c t i o n  r e g a r d in g  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  an A lb a n ia n  Government. I t  
w o u ld  be d e s i r a b l e  f o r  th e  
t h r e e  Governments to  r e a c h  
ag reem en t to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
n o  a c t io n  w i l l  be t a k e n  w i th  
r e s p e c t  to  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
an  A lb an ian  Government w i th o u t  
p r i o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n .

No comment upon th e  w o rd in g  o f  
t h i s  s e c t i o n .
T hese  to p i c s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
w h a t  we p ro p o se d  b u t  a  
s e p a r a t e  agenda  in  r e g a r d  to  
I t a l y  m ight be s u g g e s te d  as 
f o l l o w s :

1. Review o f  t r i p a r t i t e  
p o l i c y ,  th e  U.S. o b j e c t i v e s  
b e i n g  the  e a r l y  p o l i t i c a l  
in d ep en d en ce  and econom ic 
r e c o v e r y  o f  I t a l y .

2. I t a l y ' s  a d m iss io n  to  
t h e  ranks  o f  th e  U n ite d  
N a t i o n s .

3. Im m ediate r e v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  s u r r e n d e r  te rm s ,  k e e p in g  
o n l y  c o n t r o l s  e s s e n t i a l :

a) to  c o v e r  A l l i e d  
m i l i t a r y  r e q u i re m e n ts  a s  lo n g  
a s  A l l i e d  f o r c e s  rem ain  i n  o r  
o p e r a t e  from  I t a l y ;

b) to  im plem ent t h e  p le d g e  
t h a t  the  p e o p le  w i l l  h av e  an 
un tram m eled  c h o ice  o f  t h e i r  
fo rm  o f  governm ent;
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8 . R u s s ia n  a c c e s s  to  
th e  s e a .

(a )  Agreements o f  
M on treux  Convention  
( i f  r a i s e d  by t h e  
R u s s i a n s ) .

(b) S p e c ia l  
i n t e r e s t s  r e g a r d in g  
e n t r a n c e s  to  th e  B a l t i c  
( i f  r a i s e d  by th e  
R u s s i a n s ) .
9 .  G e n e ra l

(a )  R e fu sa l  o f  
S o v i e t  Government to  
a l lo w  Y a l t a  d e c l a r a t i o n  
on  l i b e r a t e d  E urope  to 
b e  a p p l i e d  to  c o u n t r i e s  
i n  w hich  they  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d .

c) to  s a f e g u a r d  d i s p u te d  
t e r r i t o r i e s  w i t h i n  th e  1939 
f r o n t i e r s  a g a i n s t  s e t t l e m e n t s  
f o r c e d  e i t h e r  by t h e  I t a l i a n s  
o r  r i v a l  c la im a n ts  p e n d in g  the 
f i n a l  p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

4. N e g o t i a t i o n  i n  th e  
n e a r  f u t u r e  o f  a  d e f i n i t i v e  
p e a c e  t r e a t y ,  p e r m i t t i n g  the  
I t a l i a n s  to  tak e  p a r t  i n  d i s ­
c u s s io n s  a t  an e a r l y  s ta g e  
r a t h e r  th a n  b e in g  f o r c e d  to  
s ig n  a t r e a t y  a l r e a d y  
n e g o t i a t e d  in  a l l  d e t a i l s  by 
th e  v i c t o r i o u s  p o w e rs .
I t  w ould  be  p r e f e r a b l e  t h a t  
t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  n o t  b e  p la c e d  
upon th e  agenda u n l e s s  s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  b y  th e  
S o v i e t s . I f  th e  M o n treu x  
C o n v en tio n  and e n t r a n c e s  to  
th e  B a l t i c  a re  d i s c u s s e d  i t  
m igh t a l s o  be d e s i r a b l e  to  
in c lu d e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  on 
R u ss ia n  a c c e s s  to  t h e  P e r s i a n  
G u lf  th ro u g h  I r a n .

D i f f i c u l t i e s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  
have  a r i s e n  in  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  
and A u s t r i a .  In  A u s t r i a ,  the  
S o v ie t  Government h a s  
p e r m i t t e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
P r o v i s i o n a l  A u s t r i a n  Govern­
m ent w i th o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  
u s .  The j o i n t  o c c u p a t i o n  
p l a n s  f o r  A u s t r i a  a r e  d i s ­
c u s s e d  above under  3 (a)  [ . ]  

W ith r e s p e c t  t o  
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  now somewhat im p ro v e d .  For 
some w e e k s , th e  S o v i e t  Govern­
ment r e f u s e d  to g r a n t  p e r m is ­
s io n  f o r  o u r  m i s s io n  to  
p ro c e e d  to  th e  s e a t  o f  th e  
C ze ch o s lo v ak  Governm ent a t  
K o s ice  and  c a n c e l l e d  a b r u p t ly  
p l a n s  w hich  had b e e n  u n d e r  way 
f o r  some tim e  to  s e n d  th e  
d ip lo m a t i c  co rps  f ro m  London 
to  K o s ic e .  However, th e  Benes
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(b) R e f u s a l  o f  
S o v ie t  Government to  
a l lo w  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
th e  P re s s  t o  f u n c t io n  
f r e e l y  in  c o u n t r i e s  
under  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

(c) T r a n s f e r  o f  
German p o p u l a t i o n  from  
Poland  and 
C z e c h o s lo v a k ia .

Government has  now moved to  
P rague  and our m is s io n  p r o ­
ceed ed  from London to  P rag u e  
a b o u t  June  1. We do n o t  a s  
y e t  have much in fo r m a t io n  
ab o u t  th e  c o n d i t io n s  t h e r e  and 
c o n s e q u e n t ly  a r e  n o t  y e t  re a d y  
to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  
s t a t u s  o f  C ze ch o s lo v ak ia  
sh o u ld  be d i s c u s s e d  a t  th e  
mee t i n g .

No comment as to  th e  i n c l u s i o n  
o f  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  on th e  
agenda .

W hile  we do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
i t  w ould  be d e s i r a b l e  to  r a i s e  
th e  P a l e s t i n e  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  
t im e  and  i t  i s  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  
i s  a p p a r e n t ly  n o t  th e  i n t e n ­
t i o n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  Government 
to  do so ,  a memorandum on th e  
s u b j e c t  w i l l  be p r e p a r e d  f o r  
u se  i n  c a se  th e  S o v ie t s  s h o u ld  
b r i n g  th e  m a t t e r  up f o r  d i s ­
c u s s io n .  A memorandum on th e  
c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  
L e v an t  S t a t e s  f o r  use  i n  c a s e  
th e  S o v ie t  Government i n t r o ­
duces th e  s u b j e c t  i s  a l s o  b e in g  
p r e p a r e d .  I t  i s  f e l t ,  how ever,  
t h a t  s i n c e  i t  h a s  been p u b l i c l y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
Government to  en d eav o r  to  r e a c h  
a s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  in  
the  ab se n c e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  F ra n c e  and th e  Levan t 
S t a t e s  i t  would b e  d e s i r a b l e  to 
a v o id  d i s c u s s io n s  o f  i t  i n  th e  
m e e t in g  o f  the  B ig  T h r e e .7

^Po tsd am  P a p e r s , I ,  pp. 164-173
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P r e s i d e n t  Truman was to  l e a v e  f o r  th e  c o n fe re n c e  on 

J u l y  7, 1945. P r i o r  to  h i s  d e p a r tu r e  he  took a c r u i s e  on 

J u l y  4, 1945, w i th  a  number o f  f r i e n d s ,  a id e s ,  and  a d v i s e r s .  

Two days l a t e r  a  memorandum from h i s  a d v i s e r s ,  John  S nyder, 

Samuel Rosenman and George A l le n ,  was r e c e iv e d  c o v e r in g  th e  

i s s u e s  they  d i s c u s s e d  on t h a t  c r u i s e .  The c o n c lu d in g  

p a r a g ra p h  o f  t h e  memorandum e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman would be  s u c c e s s f u l  a t  Potsdam: "We t h in k

t h a t  as  a w e l l  known M is s o u r i  h o r s e  t r a d e r ,  the  American
Q

p e o p le  e x p e c t  you to  b r i n g  som eth ing  home to  them ."

8Ibid., p. 228.



CHAPTER V

PRESIDENT TRUMAN TRAVELS TO POTSDAM AND 

SETTLES IN FOR THE CONFERENCE

On F r id a y ,  J u ly  6, P r e s i d e n t  Truman and  h i s  group

l e f t  W ashignton , D .C . ,  f o r  Newport News, V i r g i n i a ,  by way o f

t r a i n .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  t r a i n  a r r i v e d  th e  n e x t  day  on

S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  7, and  from t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  t h e y  went to

th e  p o r t .  There he  and h i s  p a r t y  b o a r d e d  th e  A ugus ta  bound

f o r  Antwerp, Belgium.^" The U .S .S .  P h i l a d e l p h i a  jo in e d  t h e

Augus t a  and s a i l e d  ahead o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s h ip  ( t h i s

p ro v id e d  f o r  a smooth r id e  f o r  th e  P r e s i d e n t  an d  h i s  group) .

There  was no d e s t r o y e r  o r  a i r  e s c o r t  f o r  the  v o y ag e  to
2

Europe o r  th e  r e t u r n  t r i p .

U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o r e ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l in  (The 
Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce)  1945, I I  (W ash in g to n : U n i te d  S ta te s
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p p .  4 -5 .  H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  
as  Potsdam P a p e r s , I I .  The e d i t o r s  o f  th e  P o tsdam  P a p e r s , 
I I ,  n o te  t h a t  L ie u te n a n t  W il l ia m  M. R igdon , U .S .N . ,  s e rv e d  
as  P e r so n a l  S e c r e t a r y  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman and com p iled  a 
"Log o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  T r ip  t o  t h e  B e r l i n  C onference  ( J u l y  
6 , 1945 to  A ugust 7 , 1 9 4 5 ) ."  

o
I b i d . ,  p .  5 .  At t h e  end o f  t h e  day, P r e s i d e n t  

Truman w ro te  in  h i s  d ia ry ,  " .  . . 1  h a v e  to  make [ th i s  t r i p ]  
- -w in ,  lo s e  o r  d raw --an d  we m ust w in .  I 'm  n o t  w ork ing  f o r  
any i n t e r e s t  b u t  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I  [am] 
g iv in g  n o th in g  away excep t t o  save  s t a r v i n g  p e o p le  and ev en
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D uring  th e  t r i p  th e  P r e s i d e n t  an d  h i s  a id e s  s t u d i e d

background  p a p e rs  on v a r io u s  t o p i c s  t h a t  m ight be d i s c u s s e d

a t  th e  C onference  an d  s o c i a l i z e d  w i th  t h e  crew o f  th e

Augus t a . On Sunday, J u l y  15, th e  Augus t a  docked a t  A ntw erp ,

Belgium. There  a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l s  from B elgium  and

from the  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  i n c lu d in g  G en e ra l  E isenhow er,

g r e e t e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  h i s  g roup . Then th e  American

d e le g a t io n  l e f t  by t h e  way o f  a u to m o b ile  f o r  a t h i r t y - f i v e

m ile  t r i p  to  th e  a i r p o r t  in  B r u s s e l s .

F iv e  hours  l a t e r  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p la n e  la n d e d  a t
3

Gatow A i r p o r t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  th e  B r i t i s h  S e c to r  o f  B e r l i n .  

B e r l i n  was one h u n d re d  t e n  m i le s  i n s i d e  th e  S o v ie t  zone o f  

Germany. The A m ericans ,  B r i t i s h ,  and S o v ie t s  w ere i n  c h a rg e  

o f  c e r t a i n  s e c t o r s  o f  B e r l i n .  L a te r  th e  F rench  r e c e i v e d  a
4

s e c t o r  i n  B e r l i n .

L ie u t e n a n t  W il l i a m  M. Rigdon, P e r s o n a l  S e c r e t a r y  to  

th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  d e s c r i b e d  th e  jo u rn e y  from  th e  a i r p o r t  to  

B a b e lsb e rg :

We p a s se d  th r o u g h  a s e c t i o n  o f  Potsdam  e n r o u te  from  
Gatow to  B a b e ls b e rg .  P a r t  o f  the  r o u t e  was g u a rd ed  by  
Am erican and B r i t i s h  t r o o p s ,  b u t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e

th e n  I  hope we can o n l y  h e lp  them to h e l p  th e m s e lv e s ."  
Truman D ia ry ,  J u ly  7 , 1945, in  R obert F e r r e l l ,  O ff  th e  
Record The P r iv a t e  P a p e r s  o f  H arry  S. Truman (New York: 
H arp e r  & Row P u b l i s h e r s ,  1980), p .  49. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  
F e r r e l l ,  O f f  th e  R e c o rd .

^ I b i d .  , pp. 6 - 8 .
4

R o b e r t  J .  Donovan, C o n f l i c t  and  C r i s i s  The 
P re s id e n c y  H arry  S. Truman 1945-1948 (New York: WT W.
N orton  & Company, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p . 59.
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r o u t e  was p a t r o l l e d  by g re e n -c a p p e d  S o v ie t  f r o n t i e r  
guardsm en as  t h i s  was a S o v i e t - c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a . 5

I t  was h e r e  th e  A m erican, B r i t i s h  and S o v ie t  

d e l e g a t i o n s  would l i v e  d u r in g  th e  d u r a t i o n  o f  th e  

c o n f e r e n c e .  Rigdon d e s c r ib e s  th e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  th e  

A m e r ic a n - B r i t i s h  d e l e g a t i o n s :

The A m erican and B r i t i s h  d e l e g a t i o n s  to  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  w ere  housed  i n  B a b e ls b e rg  i n  l i t t l e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  " i s l a n d s "  w i t h i n  t h e  S o v ie t - o c c u p ie d  zone 
[ s e c t o r ]  o f  G r e a t e r  B e r l i n .

The P r e s i d e n t  and p a r t y  a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  a s s i g n e d  
q u a r t e r s  in  B a b e ls b e rg .  B a b e ls b e rg  i s  a su b u rb  o f  
B e r l i n ,  a b o u t  12 m ile s  s o u th - w e s t  o f  th e  c i t y ,  be tw een  
B e r l i n  and Potsdam . I t  l i e s  a lo n g  w in d in g  G r i e b n i t z  
Lake and i s  i n  a  t h i c k l y  wooded a r e a .  I t  h a s  a  p l e a s a n t  
c l i m a t e  a t  t h i s  tim e o f  th e  y e a r ,  w i th  an a v e ra g e  mean 
t e m p e ra tu re  i n  th e  low 60*s .  The town was q u i t e  p o p u la r  
w i t h  t h e  Germans as  a summer r e s o r t .  . . .6

Rigdon c o n t in u e s  t o  d e s c r ib e  P r e s i d e n t  T rum an 's  l i v i n g

q u a r t e r s  and  h i s  s t a f f :

The P r e s i d e n t ' s  q u a r t e r s  a t  No. 2 K a i s e r  S t r a s s e  
( c a l l e d  th e  " L i t t l e  W hite H ouse") was a  t h r e e - s t o r y  
s tu c c o  r e s i d e n c e .  . . .  I t  i s  r i g h t  on Lake G r i e b n i t z  
and  i s  s u r ro u n d e d  on t h r e e  s i d e s  by g ro v es  o f  t r e e s  and  
s h ru b b e ry  fo rm in g  a v e ry  b e a u t i f u l  g a rd e n  t h a t  r e a c h e s  
down to  the  l a k e .  The house  was s t r i p p e d  o f  i t s  
f u r n i s h i n g s  d u r in g  th e  w ar b u t  h a d  b e e n  r e f u r n i s h e d  by  
th e  R u s s ia n s .

I t  was n i c e l y  f u r n i s h e d  d u r in g  o u r  s t a y  b u t ,  l i k e  
m ost E uropean homes, th e  b a th ro o m  and b a t h i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
w ere  w h o lly  in a d e q u a te .  Nor was i t  s c r e e n e d ,  so t h a t  
th e  m o sq u ito s  gave us a  "w o rk in g  o v e r"  d u r in g  o u r  f i r s t  
few n i g h t s  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  w e a th e r  h a d  c o o le d  somewhat.

The P r e s i d e n t  o c c u p ie d  a s u i t e  on th e  seco n d  f l o o r  
( n o r t h  s i d e ) , c o n s i s t i n g  o f  bedroom , s i t t i n g  room, 
o f f i c e  and b r e a k f a s t  room. He a l s o  h ad  a p r i v a t e  su n -  
p o rc h  o u t s id e  h i s  o f f i c e .  . . .

^ Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  8. 

6 I b i d . , pp .  8 -9 .
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The P r e s i d e n t  m a in ta in e d  h i s  own mess a t  B a b e ls b e rg ,  
em ploying  F i l i p i n o  cooks  and  s te w a rd s  b ro u g h t  from  the  
Potom ac. . . .7

The J o i n t  C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f  and o f f i c i a l s  from the

A m erican  S ta te  D epartm en t,  Rigdon w ro te ,  w ere  housed  n e a r

Trum an 's  q u a r t e r s .  The com m unications  c e n t e r  and map room

w ere l o c a t e d  i n  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  l i v i n g  a r e a  w i th  w ire

s e r v i c e  to  F r a n k f u r t  and W ash ing ton . P rim e M in i s t e r

C h u r c h i l l ' s  q u a r t e r s  w ere  l o c a t e d  a t  23 R i n g s t r a s s e ,  two

b lo c k s  from th e  L i t t l e  W hite  House. The B r i t i s h  q u a r t e r s

w ere s i m i l a r  to  th o se  o f  th e  A m ericans; how ever, th e y  were
Q

"a  b i t  b e t t e r  f u r n i s h e d  th a n  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s . "  S t a l i n  

l i v e d  i n  th e  same c i t y  a n d  was a b o u t  a  m i le  from P r e s id e n t  

T rum an 's  r e s i d e n c e .  Thus, th e  Am erican an d  B r i t i s h  

d e l e g a t i o n s  had  to  make a  t h r e e - m i l e  j o u r n e y  to  Potsdam  f o r
q

th e  m e e t in g s ,  w h i le  S t a l i n  had  a  s h o r t e r  jo u rn e y  to  t r a v e l .

I b i d . ,  p .  9. I n  h i s  d i a r y  f o r  J u l y  16, P r e s id e n t  
Truman w ro te  h i s  im p re s s io n  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  the  
c o n f e re n c e :  "The house a s  were a l l  o t h e r s  was s t r i p p e d  o f
e v e r y t h i n g  by t h e  R u s s ia n s —n o t  even  a t i n  spoon l e f t .  The 
A m erican  commander, how ever, b e in g  a man o f  en e rg y ,  caugh t 
th e  R u ss ia n  l o o t  t r a i n  an d  r e c o v e re d  enough f u r n i t u r e  to 
make t h e  p la c e  l i v e a b l e .  N o th in g  m a tch es .  We have a  two 
to n  German s id e  b o a rd  i n  t h e  d in in g  room and  a  F rench  
C h ip p en d a le  t a b l e  and c h a i r s —maybe a m ix tu re  o f  b o th .
There  i s  a b i r d s e y e  m aple w ard robe  and an oak  c h e s t  m atch ing  
th e  two ton  s id e  b o a rd  i n  my b e d  room. I t  i s  c o m fo r ta b le  
enough a l l  round  b u t  w hat a  n ig h tm a re  i t  w ould  g ive  an 
i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t o r . "  F e r r e l l ,  O f f  th e  R e c o rd , p .  50.

8Ibid., p. 10.
^ Ib id .
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As th e  Am erican and B r i t i s h  d e l e g a t i o n s  s e t t l e d  i n  

f o r  the  e v e n in g  th e  r e p o r t e r s  f i l e d  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  f o r  the  

n e x t  d a y ' s  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  n ew sp ap e rs .  The New York Times 

would g iv e  i t s  r e a d e r s  f r o n t  page co v erag e  o f  th e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  B e r l i n  i n  th e  Monday, J u ly  16, 

e d i t i o n .  On th e  seco n d  page o f  t h a t  e d i t i o n  a  s m a l l  s t o r y ,  

s e n t  by w i r e l e s s  w i th  a J u ly  15 d a t e l i n e ,  d e s c r ib e d  th e  

c r e a t u r e  co m fo rts  o f  th e  d e l e g a t e s :

I c e  P l a n t  R e q u i s i t i o n e d  
F o r  Potsdam  C onferees

By W ire le s s  to  The New York Times

BERLIN, J u ly  15--T he d e le g a te s  to  th e  Big Three 
c o n fe re n c e  in  Potsdam  w i l l  have a l l  t h e  c o m fo rts  
o c c u p y in g  t ro o p s  can p r o v i d e .

A B e r l i n  i c e  p l a n t  h as  been ta k e n  o v e r  to  in s u r e  
t h a t  th e y  do n o t  want f o r  c o ld  d r in k s ,  and t h e r e  a re  
a d e q u a te  s to c k s  o f  b o u rb o n , g in ,  S c o tc h ,  verm outh , w ines  
and l i q u e r s  to  p l e a s e  e v e ry  t a s t e .

F o r  th e  f i r s t  meal th e  mess o f f i c e r ,  J a j . John E. 
Lennox o f  B oston , s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ould  be m elons , 
b e r r i e s ,  l e t t u c e  h e a r t s ,  tom atoes  and  a l l  t h in g s  G I 's  
dream o f  e a t i n g .  The t e n - t o n  m obile  r e f r i g e r a t o r s  w i l l  
h o ld  c h o ic e  m eats  f o r  th e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y .

M eals  w i l l  b e  s e rv e d  i n  Old W orld s i l v e r ,  f i n e  
g la s s w a re  and r i c h  l i n e n s  s a lv a g e d  from  B e r l i n ' s  
r u i n s .10

The Monday, J u ly  16, 1945, e d i t i o n  o f  th e  New York 

Times c a r r i e d  on th e  same page a s t o r y  by T an ia  Long 

d e s c r ib in g  th e  m e e t in g  room where the  d e l e g a t i o n s  would 

d is c u s s  t h e  v a r io u s  t o p i c s  c o n c e rn in g  Europe and th e  w o rld .  

The s t o r y  w i th  a J u l y  15 d a t e l i n e  re a d :

"^The New York T im es, J u ly  16, 1945, p .  2 .
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L e a d e rs  W i l l  Meet in  B le a k  Room 
In  Potsdam  to  S e t t l e  R e i c h ' s  F a te

Truman, S t a l i n  and  C h u r c h i l l  W i l l  E n t e r  by 

S e p a ra te  D oors— R u ssian s  Daub in  S t a r  

f o r  C loud i n  P a i n t i n g  a s  Symbol

By TANIA LONG 
By W ir e le s s  to  The New York Times

BERLIN, J u ly  15--T h e  Big T hree  l e a d e r s  w i l l  b eg in  
t h e i r  s e r i e s  o f  h i s t o r i c  c o n fe re n c e s  tom orrow in  a l a r g e  
o a k - p a n e le d  room i n  a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  th e  R u s s ia n s  have 
s p e c i a l l y  o u t f i t t e d  f o r  th e  o c c a s io n  in  t h e  Potsdam 
a r e a ,  w e s t  o f  B e r l i n .  [P re s s  s e r v i c e s  s a i d  t h a t  the 
m e e t in g s  would be h e l d  i n  a p l a c e  o f  th e  fo rm e r  K a is e r .  ]

The room, m e a su r in g  ab o u t f i f t y  by f o r t y  f e e t ,  
c o n t a i n s  l i t t l e  f u r n i t u r e  beyond a  b i g ,  ro u n d  t a b l e ,  
c o v e re d  in  d a rk  r e d  c l o t h ,  and t h e  c h a i r s  r e q u i r e d  to  
s e a t  t h e  th r e e  c h i e f s  and members o f  t h e i r  s t a f f s .
T he re  a r e  f i f t e e n  c h a i r s  around  t h e  t a b l e  and  the  t h r e e  
in  w h ich  P r e s i d e n t  Truman, P re m ie r  S t a l i n  an d  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  w i l l  s i t  s t a n d  o u t  by t h e i r  g r e a t e r  
s i z e  an d  by c u p id s  p e rc h e d  on t h e i r  b a c k s .

The som bem ess  o f  th e  r o o m - - i t s  c o l o r  scheme i s  d a rk  
r e d ,  b l a c k  and g o l d - - i s  u n r e l i e v e d  by g ro u p s  o f  
A m erican , B r i t i s h  and  R u ss ian  f l a g s  p l a c e d  a t  the  top o f  
th e  p a n e l i n g  and by two immense c h a n d e l i e r s  o f  wrought 
i r o n  an d  g la s s  e i g h t  f e e t  in  d ia m e te r  and s i x  f e e t  in  
h e i g h t ,  each w i th  t h i r t y  l i g h t  b u l b s .

The room h a s  a v a u l t e d  r o o f  w i t h  oak beams b u i l t  
b e tw een  beams p a i n t e d  w h i te .  A t one end a  window t h i r t y  
by f o r t y  f e e t  lo o k s  o u t  on a  l a n d s c a p e d  g a rd e n .

The c o n fe re n c e  room has t h r e e  e n t r a n c e s .  Each o f  
th e  l e a d e r s  w i l l  e n t e r  by a d i f f e r e n t  door f o r  the  f i r s t  
m e e t in g .  They w i l l  be fo llo w e d  by members o f  t h e i r  
s t a f f s .  Only th e  t h r e e  C h ie fs  o f  S t a t e  w i l l  be d r iv e n  
up th e  drivew ay to  th e  t e r r a c e  o f  th e  h o u s e ,  p a s s in g  
t h ro u g h  the  main g a t e s .

Each Has C o n s u l t in g  Room

A t one end o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  room i s  a  d o o r  l e a d in g  
to  Mr. C h u r c h i l l ' s  p r i v a t e  c o n s u l t i n g  room an d  o f f i c e ,  
where h e  can m eet w i th  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  and d i s c u s s  w ith  
them problem s from  th e  B r i t i s h  v ie w p o in t .
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Beyond t h i s ,  b u t  n o t  c o n n e c te d  w ith  i t ,  i s  Mr. 
Trum an's c o n s u l t i n g  room, f u r n i s h e d  w i th  a  d e sk ,  t a b l e s  
and c o m f o r ta b le  c h a i r s .  Mr. Truman's o f f i c e  c o n t a i n s  a 
number o f  books i n  E n g l i s h .  Among th e  b o o k s  a r e  Mahan's 
"The I n f l u e n c e  o f  S ea  Power Upon H i s to r y , "  w hich  h a s  
s e v e r a l  u n c u t  p a g e s ; Homer L e e ' s "The V a l o r  o f  
I g n o r a n c e , "  s e v e r a l  co p ies  o f  W il l  L i v in g s to n  C o m fo r t 's  
n o v e ls  a n d  an a s s o r tm e n t  o f  "W esterns"  a n d  n o v e l s  o f  the 
N in e te e n  H undreds. A lso among them i s  M a r th a  D odd 's  
book on B e r l i n ,  "Through Embassy Eyes."

Each o f  th e  t h r e e  le a d e r s  h a s  h is  own s u i t e  o f  rooms 
in  th e  b u i l d i n g  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  o f f i c e .  Mr. 
C h u r c h i l l ' s  i s  s e p a r a t e d  from h i s  c o n s u l t i n g  room. He 
l i v e s  i n  a n o th e r  w ing  tu rn e d  o v e r  to t h e  B r i t i s h .  Mr. 
Truman's i s  d i r e c t l y  above h i s  o f f i c e  an d  i s  r e a c h e d  by 
a  sm a l l ,  n a r ro w  s t a i r c a s e .  E a c h  s u i te  c o n s i s t s  o f  a 
bedroom, s i t t i n g  room and b a t h  and has a  s m a l l  p r i v a t e  
d in in g  room  n e a r  b y . P r e s i d e n t  Truman's d i n i n g  room i s  
n e x t  to  h i s  c o n s u l t i n g  room a n d  has o n ly  f o u r  c h a i r s  and 
a sm all t a b l e .

Mr. T ru m an 's  rooms are  f u r n i s h e d  i n  a  n o n d e s c r i p t  
mahogany.

In  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  c a n  be  r e a c h e d  
th rough  a  lo n g  n a r ro w  c o r r i d o r  i s  a huge d i n i n g  room in  
which th e  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the  m e e t in g s  w i l l  e a t .  
The room i s  b i g  enough to  s e a t  f i f t y  and i s  d e c o r a t e d  
w i th  l i g h t  w a l lp a p e r  w i th  a p a t t e r n  o f f l o w e r s  and  
p h e a s a n t s .

R u s s ia n s  Switch Symbols

A p a i n t i n g  in  t h e  room showed a dark  c l o u d  o v e r  a  
v e s s e l ,  a n d  th e  R u s s ia n s  th o u g h t  th a t  t h i s  was n o t  r i g h t  
a t  a tim e l i k e  t h i s ,  so  they removed th e  c l o u d  and  
s u b s t i t u t e d  a  l a r g e ,  s h in in g  s t a r ,  which t h e y  s a y  i s  
sym bolic  o f  R ussian-A m erican  u n i t y ,  s in c e  a  s t a r  ap p e a rs  
p ro m in e n t ly  i n  each  n a t i o n ' s  h e r a l d r y .

On t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  a r e  tw e lv e  rooms 
o u t f i t t e d  a s  o f f i c e s  and one, t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l ,  i s  a 
message c e n t e r .  H ere a re  t e l e t y p e s  and t e l e p h o n e  
s w i tc h b o a rd s  which w i l l  c o n n ec t  the  Big T h re e  w i t h  th e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .H

T a n ia  Long, "L e a d e rs  W il l  Meet in  B le a k  Room In  
Po tsdam  to  S e t t l e  R e ic h 's  F a te ,"  t h e  New York T im e s , Monday 
J u l y  16, 1945, e d i t i o n ,  p .  2.
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P r e s i d e n t  Truman l e a r n e d  on Monday, J u ly  16 , t h a t  
12S t a l i n  h ad  n o t  a r r i v e d .  The r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e la y  was

t h a t  S t a l i n ,  who was s i x t y - s i x  y e a r s  o ld ,  had  s u f f e r e d  a
13m ild  h e a r t  a t t a c k .  The P r e s i d e n t  r e c e iv e d  B r i t i s h  Prime

M in i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  i n  th e  m orn ing . The news a c c o u n ts  

r e p o r t e d  t h i s  was a  c o u r t e s y  c a l l . ^

W ith t h i s  d e la y ,  P r e s i d e n t  Truman to u r e d  B e r l i n . ^  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, Henry L. S t im so n ,  r e c e i v e d  in  B e r l i n  a

12 Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  11.

■ ^ F e r r e l l ,  O ff  th e  R e c o rd , p .  50. S t a l i n  was s i x t y -  
s i x  y e a r s  o l d  a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  Po tsdam  C o n fe re n c e .  He 
would d ie  i n  1953.

14The New York T im es , J u l y  17, 1945, p .  1 .  Truman 
r e c o rd e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y  o f  h i s  m e e t in g  w i th  C h u r c h i l l  a t  
11 A .M .: "He was on t im e  to  t h e  d o t .  H is  d a u g h te r  t o l d
Gen. Vaughan he h a d n ' t  been  up so e a r l y  i n  te n  y e a r s  I I ' d  
been  up f o r  f o u r  and  one h a l f  h o u r s .  We had  a m ost p l e a s a n t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  He i s  a  m ost ch a rm in g  and a  v e ry  c l e v e r  
p e rso n - -m e a n in g  c l e v e r  i n  th e  E n g l i s h  n o t  th e  K en tucky  
s e n s e .  He gave me a  l o t  o f  hooey a b o u t  how g r e a t  my c o u n try  
i s  and how he lo v e d  R o o s e v e l t  and  how he i n te n d e d  to  lo v e  me 
e t c .  e t c .  W ell .  I  gave him as  c o r d i a l  a  r e c e p t i o n  a s  I  
c o u ld —b e in g  n a t u r a l l y  ( I  hope) a p o l i t e  and a g r e e a b l e  
p e r s o n .  I  am s u re  we can g e t  a lo n g  i f  he d o e s n ' t  t r y  to  
g ive  me to o  much s o f t  so ap .  You know s o f t  soap i s  made o f  
a sh  h o p p er  l y e  and i t  b u m s  to  b e a t  h e l l  when i t  g e t s  i n to  
th e  e y e s .  I t ' s  f i n e  f o r  c h ig g e r  b i t e s  b u t  n o t  so good f o r  
ro se  co m p lex io n s .  But I  h a v e n ' t  a  r o s e  com plex ion . We 
s t r u c k  a 'b lo w  f o r  l i b e r t y '  when he  l e f t  i n  S c o tc h —n o t  th e  
r i g h t  b ra n d  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  as  th e  o l d  V.P. Ja c k  G a m e r  can 
t e s t i f y .  The pho to  men had  a  f i e l d  day when he l e f t . "  
F e r r e l l ,  O ff  th e  R e c o rd , pp . 5 1 -5 2 .

15 F e r r e l l ,  O f f  th e  R e c o rd , p .  52. Truman r e c o rd e d  
h i s  im p re s s io n s  o f  B e r l i n  i n  h i s  d i a r y :  "Then we w en t on to
B e r l in  and saw a b s o lu t e  r u i n .  H i t l e r ' s  f o l l y .  He o v e r ­
re a c h e d  h i m s e l f  by t r y i n g  to  t a k e  i n  too  much t e r r i t o r y .  He 
had no m o ra ls  and h i s  p e o p le  b a c k e d  h im  up . N ever d id  I  see  
a more s o r f o w fu l  s i g h t ,  n o r  w i t n e s s  r e t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  n th  
d e g re e .  The m ost s o r ro w fu l  p a r t  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  th e
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c a b le  marked "TOP SECRET, URGENT" from  George L . H a r r i s o n ,  

S p e c i a l  C o n s u l ta n t  to  S tim so n  and A c t in g  Chairm an o f  th e  

I n t e r i m  Committee on a to m ic  e n e rg y .  This c r y p t i c  message 

d e a l t  w i th  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  d eve lopm en t o f  th e  a to m ic  bomb 

( o p e r a t e d  on t h i s  morning) . I t  n o t e d  t h a t  c o m p le te  r e s u l t s  

a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ;  how ever, i t  seems the  t e s t  was 

s u c c e s s f u l .  A l o c a l  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  was i s s u e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  

p r e s s ,  f o r  th e  "MANHATTAN" p r o j e c t ,  th e  name a s s ig n e d  to  t h e  

developm ent o f  t h e  bomb, w h ich  was a  s e c r e t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p u b l i c .  The p r o j e c t  d i r e c t o r ,  Dr. L e s l i e  R. G ro v es ,  th e  

c r y p t i c  message s t a t e d ,  was p l e a s e d  w i th  the  t e s t .  The 

m essage was f i r s t  d e l i v e r e d  to  S t im s o n 's  a id ,  C o lonel 

W il l ia m  H. K y le .  At 7 :30  P.M. S tim so n  took t h i s  message to  

th e  L i t t l e  W hite  House.

The P r e s i d e n t  and S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e ,  James F. 

B ry n es ,  seemed p l e a s e d .  The m essage read :

The A c t in g  Chairman o f  th e  I n t e r i m  Committee 
( H a r r i s o n )  t o  the  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

War (S tim son)

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 16 Ju ly  1 9 45 .

d e lu d e d  H i t l e r i a n  p o p u la c e .  Of c o u r s e  the R u s s ia n s  have 
k id n a p p e d  th e  a b l e  b o d ie d  an d  I  su p p o se  have made 
in v o lu n ta r y  workmen o f  them . They h ave  a lso  l o o t e d  e v e ry  
h ouse  l e f t  s t a n d i n g  and h a v e  s e n t  t h e  lo o t  to  R u s s ia .  B u t 
H i t l e r  d id  th e  same th in g  t o  them. I t  i s  th e  Golden Rule i n  
r e v e r s e - - a n d  i t  i s  n o t  an u p l i f t i n g  s i g h t .  W hat a p i t y  t h a t  
th e  human an im al i s  n o t  a b l e  to  p u t  h i s  moral t h in k in g  i n t o  
p r a c t i c e !  We saw o ld  men, o l d  women, young women, c h i l d r e n  
from t o t s  to  t e e n s  c a r r y i n g  p ack s ,  p u sh in g  c a r t s ,  p u l l i n g  
c a r t s ,  e v i d e n t l y  e j e c t e d  by  the  co n q u e ro rs  an d  c a r r y in g  w h a t  
th e y  c o u ld  o f  t h e i r  b e lo n g in g s  to  nowhere in  p a r t i c u l a r . "  
F e r r e l l ,  O ff t h e  R eco rd , p .  52.
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URGENT
WAR 32887. For C olonel K y le 's  EYES ONLY fro m  

H a r r i s o n  f o r  Mr. Stim son.
O p era ted  on t h i s  m orning. D ia g n o s is  n o t  y e t  

co m p le te  b u t  r e s u l t s  seem s a t i s f a c t o r y  and a l r e a d y  
e x c e e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  Local p r e s s  r e l e a s e  n e c e s s a r y  as  
i n t e r e s t  e x te n d s  g r e a t  d i s t a n  ~ ~ ’ e a s e d .
He r e t u r n s  tomorrow. I  w i l l

document
1 3 6 0 n  F o o t n o t e  2 f o r



CHAPTER VI

THE FIRST WEEK AT POTSDAM, JULY 17, 1945, 

TO JULY 22, 1945

B e r l in - - T u e s d a y ,  J u ly  17, 1945

P rem ie r  S t a l i n  p a i d  a c o u r te s y  c a l l  on P r e s i d e n t  

Truman around noon. The P r e s i d e n t  w ro te  i n  h i s  d ia ry  o f  th e  

m e e t in g :

I  t o l d  S t a l i n  t h a t  I  am no d ip lo m a t  b u t  u s u a l l y  s a id  
y e s  & no to  q u e s t io n s  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  a l l  th e  argum ent.
I t  p l e a s e d  him.

We had lu n c h ,  t a l k e d  s o c i a l l y ,  p u t  on a r e a l  show 
d r in k in g  t o a s t s  to  e v e ry o n e ,  th e n  had  p i c t u r e s  made in  
t h e  back  y a r d . l

The P r e s i d e n t  and  h i s  s t a f f  l e f t  f o r  th e  f i r s t

p l e n a r y  m e e tin g .  A f t e r  s t i l l  and m otion  p i c t u r e s  were made
2o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  th e  m e e t in g  s t a r t e d  a ro u n d  5 :00  P.M.

The m ajo r  p rob lem  f o r  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  was t r a n s l a t i o n .  Any 

d isa g re e m e n t  o v e r  th e  R u s s ia n  word f o r  i t s  E n g l i s h

R obert H. F e r r e l l ,  O ff  th e  R ecord  The P r iv a t e  
P a p e rs  o f  H arry  S. Truman (New York: H a rp e r  & Row
P u b l i s h e r s , 1980), p . 52 . H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  F e r r e l l ,  O ff  
th e  R e c o rd .

2
U n ited  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  

R e la t i o n s  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l i n  (The 
Potsdam  C onference 1945 , I I  (W ashington: U n i te d  S t a t e s
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1960), p .  12. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  
as Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I .
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3
e q u i v a l e n t  was s e t t l e d  a t  th e  t a b l e .  Truman w r o te  y e a r s  

l a t e r  a b o u t  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  p ro b le m s :

I  was im p re s se d  w i th  [B o h le n 's ]  a l e r t n e s s  to  
sh a d in g s  and e v a s io n s  in  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  S t a l i n ' s  
rem arks  to  me by S t a l i n ' s  own i n t e r p r e t e r  [V la d im ir  
N ik o la y e v ic h ] ,  P a v lo v .  F r e q u e n t ly ,  Bohlen w o u ld  c o r r e c t  
th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  made by P a v lo v  and c l a r i f y  o b sc u re  
m ean in g s .  S t a l i n ,  to o ,  a p p r e c i a t e d  Bohlen*s 
p e r fo rm a n c e ,  f o r  he would sm ile  e a c h  tim e B o h len  
c o r r e c t e d  P a v lo v .4

P r e s i d e n t  Truman was t h e  o n ly  C h ie f  o f  S t a t e  a t  th e  

c o n fe re n c e  and  a t  S t a l i n ' s  s u g g e s t io n  was made c h a i rm a n .^

The p r im ary  o b j e c t i v e  o f  th e  f i r s t  p l e n a r y  m e e tin g  

was to  l i s t  t o p i c s  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  i n  f u t u r e  s e s s i o n s .  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman made h i s  f i r s t  p r o p o s a l ,  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a C o u n c i l  o f  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r s . ^  The P r e s i d e n t  s a id :

One o f  the  m ost u r g e n t  p rob lem s i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  
f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  f a c in g  us to d a y  i s  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  some p ro c e d u re  and  m ach inery  f o r  th e  deve lopm en t o f  
peace  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and t e r r i t o r i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  w i th o u t  
which t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n fu s io n ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic 
s t a g n a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  th e  s e r i o u s  d e t r im e n t  o f  
Europe an d  th e  w o r ld .  7

3
H a r ry  S. Truman, Year o f  D e c is io n s  Memoirs by H arry

S . Truman (New York: S ig n e t  p a p e rb a c k ,  1965),  p . 387.
H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as Truman, M emoirs, I .

4H a r ry  S. Truman, "TRUMAN BIDS U.S. BE FIRM TO 
SOVIET," t h e  New York T im es , J u l y  31, 1959, p .  3 . This  
a r t i c l e  was a  c o p y r ig h t  a r t i c l e  f o r  th e  N o rth  A m erican  
Newspaper A l l i a n c e .

^ R o b e r t  D. Murphy, D iplom at Among W a r r io r s  (New 
York: P y ram id  p a p e rb a c k ,  1965), p . 305.

6I b i d .  , p .  52 .

^Truman,  M e m o i r s , I ,  p .  3 8 0 .



79

The c o u n c i l  w ould be  composed o f  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s  

from th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  R u s s ia ,  France a n d
g

China. The se c o n d  p r o p o s a l  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Truman d e a l t  w i t h  

th e  c o n t r o l  o f  Germany. T h is  p r o p o s a l  c o v e re d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

and economic p r i n c i p l e s  o f  how Germany would o p e ra te  i n  th e  

f u t u r e .  P r e s i d e n t  Truman p r e s e n t e d  h i s  t h i r d  p ro p o sa l  on 

th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  Y a l t a  d e c l a r a t i o n  on l i b e r a t e d  

Europe . The Am erican p r o p o s a l  c a l l e d  f o r  th e  immediate 

d ip lo m a t ic  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  and th e  c o n c lu s io n  

o f  p eace  t r e a t i e s  w i th  them. The f i n a l  p r o p o s a l  was t h e  

a d m iss io n  o f  I t a l y  i n to  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

A l l  were r e f e r r e d  to  t h e i r  f o r e ig n  m i n i s t e r s .

S t a l i n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  S o v ie t  l i s t  o f  t o p i c s :  

d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  German m erch an t f l e e t ;  r e p a r a t i o n s  f ro m  

I t a l y ;  t r u s t e e s h i p  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  from  th e  d e f e a te d  n a t i o n s ; 

q u e s t io n  o f  d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s  a n d  

th e  governm ent o f  S pa in ;  q u e s t io n  o f  T a n g ie r ,  S y r ia  and 

Lebanon, and t h e  em igre P o l i s h  Government i n  London,

England .

C h u r c h i l l  th en  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  l i s t  o f  t o p i c s :

European peace  s e t t l e m e n t ;  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  Y a l ta  

d e c l a r a t i o n  on l i b e r a t e d  E u ro p e ; war c r im e s ;  P o lan d ; P o l i s h

8I b i d . , p .  380.

^Potsdam  P a p e r s . I I ,  pp . 5 2 -5 3 .

10I b i d . , p p .  54-56 .
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w e s te r n  f r o n t i e r ;  t r a n s f e r  o f  German p o p u l a t i o n  from  P o lan d

a n d ^ C z e c h o s la v a k ia ;  I t a l y  and th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  a  p eace

t r e a t y ;  rem oval o f  o i l  equ ipm ent in  Rumania; Turkey ; and

I r a n .  The S o v ie t  and B r i t i s h  to p ic s  w ere  r e f e r r e d  to  th e

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s  a t  th e  c o n fe re n c e  f o r  f u r t h e r  s tu d y .

C h u r c h i l l  s a i d  t h e i r  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s  c o u ld  g iv e  them  two

o r  t h r e e  t o p i c s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  f u t u r e  m e e t in g s .

" I  d o n ' t  want j u s t  to  d i s c u s s , "  s a i d  Truman, " I  w ant

to  d e c i d e . " Y o u  w ant som eth ing  in  t h e  b a g  e a c h  d a y ,"
12r e p l i e d  C h u r c h i l l .  The tim e  f o r  f u t u r e  m e e t in g s  was s e t

a t  4 :0 0  P.M. The f i r s t  m e e t in g  a d jo u rn e d  a t  6 :55  P.M. The
13P r e s i d e n t  and h i s  p a r t y  l e f t  f o r  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s .

B e r l in - -W e d n e s d a y , J u ly  18 , 1945

The second  p l e n a r y  m ee tin g  began  a t  4 :0 0  P.M. A f t e r  

much d i s c u s s io n  i t  was a g r e e d  to  use  1937 a s  th e  g e o g r a p h i ­

c a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Germany. As P r e s i d e n t  Truman p o i n t e d  o u t ,  

t h e y  w ould be d i s c u s s in g  w hat Germany p o s s e s s e d  a f t e r  World 

War I  and w hat was s e t t l e d  by  th e  V e r s a i l l e s  T r e a ty  o f

11I b i d . ,  p .  63. 

12I b id .

13I b i d . , p .  12.
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1919 14 The shaded  a r e a s ,  i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  map, i n d i c a t e
15Germany as o f  December 31, 1937:

E sth on ia

Latvia

D en m a rk L ithuania/Ireland

G rea t ) N e th e r la n d s  
Britain

S* 1P o la n d  S i  tO\ i
R u s s i aG erm an y

F rance

P o rtu g a l  
/

S p a in

C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  \
l' ' .  - '- - j

S w itzerland ')— x Austr,aJ  Hungary <
’■** ~ ---------  ' x   '

i " '  — \
I Italy Yugoslavia < J

C o rs ic a i  V  \  ^(B u lgaria

P o land  was th e  n e x t  t o p i c .  The S o v ie t  d e l e g a t io n  

p r e s e n te d  i t s  p r o p o s a l  on P o la n d .  Sergey  Goulunsky,

E x p e r t  C o n s u l ta n t ,  r e a d  t h e  S o v ie t  s t a t e m e n t  to  th e  Heads o f  

Governm ent:

P ro p o sa l  by t h e  S o v ie t  D e le g a t io n  

[ T r a n s l a t i o n ]

DRAFT SUBMITTED BY THE SOVIET DELEGATION JULY 18

THE STATEMENT OF THE HEADS OF THE THREE 
GOVERNMENTS ON THE POLISH QUESTION

^ I b i d .  , p .  96.
15A l f r e d  M. de Z a y as ,  w i th  a fo rw a rd  by R o b ert  

Murphy, Nemesis a t  Potsdam : The A nglo-A m ericans and th e
E x p u ls io n  o f  th e  Germans (London: R o u tled g e  & Kegan Pau l
L t d . ,  p a p e rb a c k ,  19 7 9 ) ,  p . x x v i .
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In  v iew  o f  the  s e t t i n g  up on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  
d e c i s io n s  o f  th e  Crimea C onference  o f  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  
P o l i s h  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n i ty  and i n  v iew  o f  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  and by 
G re a t  B r i t a i n  o f  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  P o la n d ,  which 
p r e v i o u s l y  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  b e tw een  P o lan d  and th e  S o v ie t  
U nion , we a g re e d  t h a t  t h e  Governments o f  G re a t  B r i t a i n  
and  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica as w e l l  a s  th e  Govern­
m ents  o f  o t h e r  U n ited  N a tio n s  s h a l l  s e v e r  a l l  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  th e  governm ent o f  A rc is z e w s k i .  We deem i t  
im p e ra t iv e  to  re n d e r  to  the  P r o v i s i o n a l  P o l i s h  G overn­
m ent o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity  th e  n e c e s s a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  the  
im m ediate  t r a n s m is s io n  to  i t  o f  a l l  s t o c k ,  a s s e t s  and 
a l l  o th e r  p r o p e r t y  b e lo n g in g  t o  P o lan d , w h ic h  s t i l l  i s  
a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  governm ent o f  A rc i s z e w s k i  and  o f  
i t s  o r g a n s , i n  w h a tev er  form t h i s  p r o p e r t y  may b e  and no 
m a t t e r  w here o r  a t  whose d i s p o s a l  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  may 
p ro v e  to  b e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  moment. The t r a n s f e r  o f  t h i s  
p r o p e r t y  to  any i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  any  k in d  o r  to  p r i v a t e  
p e r s o n s  i s  f o rb id d e n .

We a l s o  found i t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  th e  P o l i s h  armed 
f o r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  navy and th e  m e rc h a n t  m a r in e ,  now 
s u b o r d in a t e d  to  the  governm ent o f  A rc i s z e w s k i ,  s h o u ld  be 
s u b o r d in a t e d  to  th e  P r o v i s i o n a l  P o l i s h  Governm ent o f  
N a t io n a l  U n i ty ,  which [ w i l l ? ]  d e te rm in e  t h e  f u r t h e r  
m easu res  to  be  taken  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  th e s e  arm ed f o r c e s ,  
men o f  war an d  m erchan t s h ip s .  16

A f t e r  some d i s c u s s io n ,  th e  B r i t i s h  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  

p r o p o s a l  on P o la n d .  I t  r e a d :

P ro p o s a l  by th e  B r i t i s h  D e le g a t io n

[BABELSBERG, J u l y  19 , 1945.] 

[DRAFT OF A STATEMENT ON POLAND]

(1) We have  tak en  n o te  w i th  p l e a s u r e  o f  th e  a g r e e ­
m ent r e a c h e d  among r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o les  f ro m  P o la n d  and 
a b ro a d  w hich  has made p o s s i b l e  t h e  f o rm a t io n ,  in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  the  d e c i s io n s  r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  Crim ea 
C o n fe re n c e ,  o f  a P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  
N a t io n a l  U n i ty  r e c o g n is e d  by t h e  Three P o w ers .  The 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by th e  B r i t i s h  and th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
Governments o f  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  P o l i s h  
P r o v i s i o n a l  Government has  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  w i th d ra w a l  o f

1 6 I b i d . , p .  1 1 1 0 .
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t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  from th e  fo rm er  P o l i s h  Government i n  
London, w h ich  no lo n g e r  e x i s t s .

(2) The B r i t i s h  and  U n i te d  S t a t e s  Governments 
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  p r o p e r ly  
a c c r e d i t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s io n a l  
Government t h e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  to  i t  o f  P o l i s h  S t a t e  
p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  P o l i s h  E m bassies  i n  London and 
W ash ing ton , i n  r e g a r d  to  w hich  m easu res  o f  c o n s e r v a t io n  
h a v e  been t a k e n  by th e  two G overnm ents . They assume 
t h a t  such d i s c u s s i o n s  w ould  embrace a l s o  th e  q u e s t i o n s  
o f  the acknowledgem ent by th e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  o f  
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  th e  c r e d i t s  advanced  to  t h e  l a t e  P o l i s h  
Government and  o t h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g  d e b t s ,  and the  
r e l a t i o n  o f  su ch  advances  to  any a s s e t s  o f  th e  P o l i s h  
S t a t e  a v a i l a b l e  a b ro a d .

(3) The Three  Powers a r e  anx io u s  to  a s s i s t  th e  
P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government in  f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e  r e t u r n  
t o  Poland a s  soon as p r a c t i c a b l e  o f  a l l  P o le s  a b ro a d  who 
w is h  to  go, i n c l u d i n g  members o f  th e  P o l i s h  Armed F o rc e s  
a n d  M erchant M arine . I t  i s  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t h a t  as many o f  
t h e s e  P o le s  a s  p o s s i b l e  s h o u ld  r e t u r n  home, and th e y  
c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government c o u ld  
i t s e l f  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  b y  g iv in g  s p e c i f i c  
u n d e r t a k in g s  t h a t  th o s e  P o le s  who r e t u r n  w i l l  do so w i t h  
f u l l  a s s u ra n c e  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  freedom  and  
l i v e l i h o o d .

(4) The T hree  Powers n o t e  t h a t  t h e  P o l i s h  
P r o v i s i o n a l  Government i s  p le d g e d  to  t h e  h o ld in g  o f  f r e e

• a n d  u n f e t t e r e d  e l e c t i o n s  a s  soon as p o s s i b l e  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  and s e c r e t  b a l l o t ,  i n  w h ich  
a l l  d e m o c ra t ic  and a n t i - N a z i  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  have th e  
r i g h t  to  t a k e  p a r t  and to  p u t  fo rw ard  c a n d i d a t e s .  I t  i s  
t h e  c o n f id e n t  hope o f  th e  T hree  Powers t h a t  the  
e l e c t i o n s  w i l l  be so o r g a n iz e d  as to  e n a b le  a l l  s e c t i o n s  
o f  P o l i s h  o p in io n  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  v iew s  f r e e l y ,  and 
t h u s  p la y  t h e i r  f u l l  p a r t  i n  th e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  The Three Powers w i l l  f u r t h e r  
e x p e c t  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  A l l i e d  P re s s  s h a l l  
e n jo y  f u l l  f reedom  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  w o r ld  upon d e v e lo p ­
m en ts  in  P o la n d  b e f o r e  and  d u r in g  th e  e l e c t i o n s . 17

P r e s i d e n t  Truman, who h a d  been  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  

som etim e, e x p r e s s e d  b e l i e f  th e  S o v ie t  and B r i t i s h  had 

s i m i l a r  p r o p o s a l s  on P o la n d .  " I  am i n t e r e s t e d , "  Truman 

c o n t in u e d ,  " i n  t h e  P o l i s h  Government, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  f r e e

1 7 I b i d . , p p .  1 1 1 1 - 1 1 1 2 .
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18e l e c t i o n s  a s s u r e d  by th e  Y a l t a  a g re e m e n t ."  B oth  p r o p o s a l s

w ere r e f e r r e d  to  th e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s  f o r  s tu d y .  A t 6 :00

P.M. t h e  s e c o n d  p le n a r y  m e e tin g  a d jo u rn e d .  The P r e s i d e n t
19and  t h e  A m erican  d e l e g a t i o n  l e f t  f o r  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s .

Truman r e c o r d e d  h i s  im p re s s io n  o f  t h i s  m e e t in g  i n  h i s  d i a r y :

T h e re  were t h r e e  p r o p o s a l s  and I  b a n g e d  them th ro u g h  
i n  s h o r t  o r d e r ,  much to  th e  s u r p r i s e  o f  Mr. C h u r c h i l l .  
S t a l i n  was very  much p l e a s e d .  C h u r c h i l l  was to o ,  a f t e r  
he h ad  r e c o v e re d .  I 'm  n o t  g o ing  to  s t a y  a ro u n d  t h i s  
t e r r i b l e  p la c e  a l l  summer j u s t  to  l i s t e n  to  s p e e c h e s .  
I ' l l  go home to  t h e  S e n a te  f o r  t h a t . 2 0

T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  lo o k e d  o v e r  a  number o f  

m essages  an d  docum ents. One was g iv e n  to  h im  by S e c r e t a r y  

o f  War H enry L. S tim so n . S tim son had  r e c e i v e d  from  h i s  a i d ,  

George H a r r i s o n ,  a m essage m arked, "TOP SECRET PRIORITY 

CABLE." The Message d e a l t  w i th  th e  a to m ic  bomb. In  c r y p t i c  

l a n g u a g e ,  i t  i n d i c a t e d  th e  f i r s t  e x p lo s io n  o f  th e  bomb was a 

s u c c e s s .  F o r  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s  a c l e a r  n o n - c r y p t i c  m essage 

w ould  have  b e e n  ou t o f  th e  q u e s t io n .  H a r r i s o n  u s e d  th e  

f o l lo w in g  c r y p t i c  p h r a s e s  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  t e s t :

The l i g h t  in  h i s  eyes  d i s c e r n i b l e  f ro m  h e r e  
[W ash ing ton , D.C. ] to  H ig h o ld  [ S t im s o n 's  h o u se  on Long 
I s l a n d ,  N .Y .,  250 m i le s  away] and I  c o u ld  h ave  h e a r d  h i s  
scream s from  h e re  [W ashington , D .C .] t o  my fa rm  [ a t  
U p p e r v i l l e ,  V i r g in i a ,  40 m i le s  a w a y ] . 21

18I b i d . , p . 98 .

19I b i d . , p. 15.
20 F e r r e l l ,  O ff  th e  R ec o rd , p .  54.
21H e r b e r t  F e i s , Between War and P eace  The Potsdam  

C o n fe ren ce  ( P r in c e to n ,  New J e r s e y :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  164.



85

The message r e a d :

The A c t in g  Chairman o f  th e  I n t e r i m  Committee 
(H a r r i so n  to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

War (S tim son)

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 17 J u l y  [19]45.

PRIORITY

WAR--33556. TopSec S e c r e t a r y  o f  War from H a r r i s o n .  
D oc to r  h as  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  m ost e n t h u s i a s t i c  and 

c o n f id e n t  t h a t  the  LITTLE BOY i s  as  husky as  h i s  b ig  
b r o th e r .  The l i g h t  i n  h i s  eyes  d i s c e r n i b l e  f ro m  h e re  t o  
H ighhold  an d  I  co u ld  h ave  h e a r d  h i s  screams f ro m  h e re  to  
my fa rm .22

B e r l i n —T h u rsd ay ,  J u ly  19 , 1945

The t h i r d  p le n a r y  m e e t in g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  by th e

P r e s i d e n t  a t  4 :0 5  P.M. The f o r e ig n  m i n i s t e r s  c o m p le te d

t h e i r  work on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  Germany and

a w a i te d  a p p r o v a l  from t h e  Heads o f  Government. T h i s  was

g r a n t e d  and t h e  document w ould  be  p l a c e d  i n  th e  communique

and th e  p r o t o c o l .  The f i r s t  t o p i c  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  w as  the

German f l e e t .  A f t e r  some d i s c u s s io n  i t  was a g re e d  t h a t  a

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f l e e t  be u s e d  i n  th e  w ar a g a i n s t  J a p a n .

I n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f l e e t  w ould  be s u p p o r te d  by th e  U n i te d

S t a t e s ,  P r e s i d e n t  Truman i n d i c a t e d ,  o n ly  i f  i t  w ere  m u tu a l .
2 3Eden announced th e  n e x t  t o p i c  was Spain . The 

S o v ie t s  made a  p ro p o s a l  w h ich  c a l l e d  upon n a t io n s  t o  end

22I b i d .  , pp . 130-131 .

23I b i d . , p .  133.
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d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  S pain  and " t o  r e n d e r  s u p p o r t  to  

th e  d e m o c ra t ic  f o r c e s  i n  S pain  and  to  e n a b le  t h e  S p a n ish  

p e o p le  to  e s t a b l i s h  such  a  reg im e as  w i l l  r e sp o n d  to  t h e i r  

w i l l . " 24

The P rim e M in i s t e r  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  th e

S o v ie t  p r o p o s a l .  " I  am a g a i n s t  i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l

a f f a i r s  o f  a  c o u n try  w hich  has  n o t  m o le s te d  u s , "  s a i d  
25C h u r c h i l l .  F i n a l l y  i t  was a g r e e d  to  l e a v e  t h i s  i s s u e  f o r  

th e  t im e  b e in g .

The n e x t  t o p i c  was Y u g o s la v ia .  C h u r c h i l l  and  S t a l i n  

th e n  commenced to  c a r r y  on a  lo n g ,  t e c h n i c a l  d e b a te  on 

Y u g o s la v ia  w h i le  th e  man from M is s o u r i  l i s t e n e d .  F i n a l l y  

t h i s  was to o  much f o r  Truman. He e x p lo d e d .  He p ro c e e d e d  to  

g iv e  them , as  he would w r i t e  l a t e r  i n  h i s  m em oirs , h i s  

P o l i c e  C o u rt  sp eech :

I  am h e r e  a t  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  to  d i s c u s s  w o r ld  a f f a i r s  w i t h  th e  
S o v i e t  and B r i t i s h  G overnm ents.

I  am n o t  h e re  to  h o ld  a  p o l i c e  c o u r t  h e a r i n g  on 
so m e th in g  t h a t  was a l r e a d y  s e t t l e d  o r  w hich  w o u ld  
e v e n t u a l l y  b e  s e t t l e d  by t h e  U n i te d  N a t io n s .  T h a t  i s  
th e  work o f  San F r a n c i s c o .

I f  we do t h a t ,  we s h a l l  become in v o lv e d  i n  t r y i n g  to  
s e t t l e  e v e ry  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  and  w i l l  h a v e  to  h o ld  
h e a r i n g s  f o r  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
de G a u l le ,  F ranco , and o t h e r s .

I  do n o t  w ish  to  w a s te  t im e  l i s t e n i n g  to  g r ie v a n c e s  
b u t  w ish  to  d e a l  w i th  th e  p ro b lem s w hich  th e  t h r e e  
h e a d s  o f  government had  come h e r e  to  s e t t l e .

I f  th e y  would n o t  do t h a t  y o u r  tim e was w a s te d .  I  
d i d  n o t  come to  h e a r  T i to ,  de G a u l l e ,  and F ra n c o .  I f

24I b i d . , p .  1173.

25I b i d . , p .  134.
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you do n o t  g e t  t o  th e  m ain  i s s u e s  I  am g o in g  to  p a c k  up 
and go home. I  mean j u s t  t h a t . 26

S t a l i n  l e t  o u t  a h e a r t y  la u g h  and s a i d  he w ould n o t

blame th e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  e x p r e s s i n g  a  d e s i r e  to  r e t u r n  to

th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  He, to o ,  w o u ld  l i k e  to  r e t u r n  to  h i s  
27

hom eland. The n e x t  t o p i c  was on Rumanian o i l  p r o p e r ty

ta k e n  d u r in g  th e  w ar .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n  th e  t o p i c

was r e f e r r e d  to  t h e i r  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s ,  and on t h a t  n o t e
28th e  t h i r d  p le n a r y  m e e t in g  a d jo u r n e d  a t  4 :5 5  P.M. T h a t 

e v e n in g  P r e s id e n t  Truman h o s t e d  a  S t a t e  D in n e r  f o r  S t a l i n  

and C h u r c h i l l . 29

B e r l i n - - F r i d a y ,  J u l y  20, 1945

The f o u r t h  p l e n a r y  m e e t in g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  by 

P r e s i d e n t  Truman a t  4 :0 5  P.M. The f i r s t  t o p i c  was th e  

p ro c e d u re  f o r  p eace  s e t t l e m e n t s .  The o n ly  rem ain in g  

q u e s t io n s  on t h i s  w ere  th e  t im e  and p l a c e  o f  t h e  m e e tin g  o f  

th e  C o u n c il  o f  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r s .  A f t e r  some d i s c u s s io n  

th e  Heads o f  Government a g re e d  to  d e s ig n a te  London as t h e  

perm anen t s e a t  f o r  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r s .  The 

P r e s i d e n t  l e f t  th e  d a t e  o f  t h e  p r e m ie r  m e e t in g  o f  th e  

c o u n c i l  to  th e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s .

2^ I b id .  , p p .  129, 135; Truman, M em oirs , I ,  p .  397.
27Truman, M em oirs , I ,  p .  397.
OO

P o t s d a m  P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  1 3 0 .

2 9 I b i d . , p .  5 .
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The n e x t  t o p i c  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  was I t a l y .  Truman 

p ro p o se d  a s e p a r a t e  p ea c e  t r e a t y  f o r  I t a l y .  S t a l i n  w anted  

to  in c lu d e  Rumania, B u lg a r i a ,  F in la n d ,  an d  Hungary i n  th e  

p e a c e  t r e a t y .  C h u r c h i l l  th e n  began to  make a  l e n g th y  sp eech  

on th e  damage I t a l y  had  i n f l i c t e d  upon h i s  c o u n try  i n  th e  

e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  w ar .  The m a t te r  was f i n a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to

t h e  f o r e ig n  m i n i s t e r s .  At 6 :4 0  P.M. th e  m e e tin g
. 30 a d jo u rn e d .

B e r l i n - - S a t u r d a y , J u ly  21, 1945

At 11 :35  A.M. a  s p e c i a l  c o u r i e r  d e l i v e r e d  to  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S tim son a  r e p o r t .  T h is  r e p o r t  was from 

G e n e ra l  L e s l i e  R. G roves. A t 3:00 P.M. G e n e ra l  o f  th e  Army, 

George C. M a r s h a l l ,  was back  i n  h i s  q u a r t e r s  a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  

a  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  J o i n t  C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f .  S tim son  w en t to  se e  

t h e  G enera l  and  l e t  him  r e a d  a  le n g th y  r e p o r t  on th e  

s u c c e s s f u l  t e s t  o f  th e  a tom ic  bomb, S— 1. A h a l f  h o u r  l a t e r  

S tim so n  went to  see  P r e s i d e n t  Truman. S tim son  r e a d  th e  

G ro v e s ' r e p o r t  to  th e  P r e s i d e n t  and S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,

James F. B y rn es .  The "TOP SECRET" r e p o r t  r e a d : 3"*"

The Commanding G e n e ra l ,  MANHATTAN DISTRICT 
P r o j e c t  (G roves) to  the  S e c r e t a r y  

o f  War (Stim son)

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 18 J u l y  1945

30I b i d . , pp . 164-177.
31

I b i d . ,  p .  1 3 6 1 n - - f o o t n o t e  1 f o r  D ocum ent N o .  1 3 0 5 .
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF WAR

S u b j e c t :  The T e s t .
1. This i s  n o t  a c o n c i s e ,  fo rm a l  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t  

b u t  an a t te m p t  to  r e c i t e  what I  w ould  have t o l d  you  i f  
yo u  h a d  been h e r e  on my r e t u r n  from  New Mexico.

2 .  At 0530, 16 J u l y  1945, i n  a  rem ote s e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  Alamogordo A i r  Base, New Mexico, th e  f i r s t  f u l l  
s c a l e  t e s t  was made o f  t h e  im p lo s io n  ty p e  a to m ic  f i s s i o n  
bomb. For th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  h i s t o r y  th e r e  was a  n u c l e a r  
e x p l o s i o n .  And what an e x p lo s io n !  . . . The bomb was 
n o t  d ropped  from  an a i r p l a n e  b u t  was e x p lo d e d  on a  
p l a t f o r m  on to p  o f  a 1 0 0 - fo o t  h ig h  s t e e l  to w e r .

3 . The t e s t  was s u c c e s s f u l  beyond  th e  m ost 
o p t i m i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  anyone. Based on th e  d a t a  
w h ich  i t  has b e e n  p o s s i b l e  to  work up to  d a t e ,  I  
e s t i m a t e  the  e n e rg y  g e n e r a te d  to  be i n  e x c e s s  o f  th e  
e q u i v a l e n t  o f  15 ,000 to  20 ,000 to n s  o f  TNT; and t h i s  i s  
a  c o n s e r v a t iv e  e s t i m a t e .  Data b a s e d  on m easurem ents  
w h ich  we have n o t  y e t  b e e n  a b le  to  r e c o n c i l e  w ould  make 
t h e  e n e rg y  r e l e a s e  s e v e r a l  tim es t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
f i g u r e .  There w ere trem endous b l a s t  e f f e c t s .  F or  a  
b r i e f  p e r io d  t h e r e  was a  l i g h t i n g  e f f e c t  w i t h i n  a 
r a d i u s  o f  20 m i l e s  e q u a l  to  s e v e r a l  suns i n  m idday; a  
huge b a l l  o f  f i r e  was form ed w hich l a s t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
s e c o n d s .  This  b a l l  mushroomed and r o s e  to  a  h e i g h t  o f  
o v e r  t e n  th o u sa n d  f e e t  b e f o r e  i t  dimmed. The l i g h t  
from  t h e  e x p lo s io n  was s e e n  c l e a r l y  a t  A lb u q u erq u e ,
S a n ta  Fe , S i l v e r  C i ty ,  E l  Paso and o t h e r  p o i n t s  
g e n e r a l l y  to  a b o u t  180 m i le s  away. The sound  was h e a r d  
t o  t h e  same d i s t a n c e  i n  a  few i n s t a n c e s  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  
t o  a b o u t  100 m i l e s .  Only a few windows were b ro k en  
a l th o u g h  one was some 125 m ile s  away. A m a ss iv e  c lo u d  
was form ed w h ich  su rg ed  and b i l lo w e d  upward w i th  
trem endous  pow er, r e a c h in g  the  s u b s t r a t o s p h e r e  a t  an 
e l e v a t i o n  o f  4 1 ,0 0 0  f e e t ,  36,000 f e e t  above th e  
g ro u n d ,  in  a b o u t  f iv e  m in u te s ,  b r e a k in g  w i th o u t  
i n t e r r u p t i o n  th ro u g h  a te m p e ra tu re  i n v e r s i o n  a t  17 ,000  
f e e t  w hich m ost o f  th e  s c i e n t i s t s  th o u g h t  w ou ld  s to p  
i t .  Two su p p lem en ta ry  e x p lo s io n s  o c c u r r e d  i n  th e  c lo u d  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  main e x p lo s io n .  The c lo u d  c o n ta in e d  
s e v e r a l  th o u san d  tons o f  d u s t  p i c k e d  up from  th e  
g ro u n d  and a c o n s id e r a b l e  amount o f  i r o n  i n  th e  g aseo u s  
fo rm . Our p r e s e n t  th o u g h t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  i r o n  i g n i t e d  
when i t  mixed w i t h  th e  oxygen in  th e  a i r  to  cau se  t h e s e  
s u p p le m e n ta ry  e x p lo s io n s .  Huge c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  h i g h l y  
r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  r e s u l t e d  from  th e  f i s s i o n  and w ere 
c o n t a i n e d  in  t h i s  c lo u d .

4 . A c r a t e r  from w hich  a l l  v e g e t a t i o n  h a d  v a n i s h e d ,  
w i t h  a  d ia m e te r  o f  1200 f e e t  and a  s l i g h t  s lo p e  to w ard  
t h e  c e n t e r ,  was formed. In  th e  c e n t e r  was a  s h a l lo w
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bowl 130 f e e t  in  d ia m e te r  and 6 f e e t  i n  dep th .  The 
m a t e r i a l  w i th in  th e  c r a t e r  was d eep ly  p u l v e r i z e d  d i r t .  
The m a t e r i a l  w i t h i n  th e  o u t e r  c i r c l e  i s  g r e e n i s h  and  can 
be  d i s t i n c t l y  seen  from as  much as 5 m i le s  away. The 
s t e e l  from th e  to w er  was e v a p o r a te d .  1500 f e e t  away 
t h e r e  was a f o u r - i n c h  i r o n  p ip e  16 f e e t  h ig h  s e t  i n  
c o n c r e te  and s t r o n g l y  guyed. I t  d i s a p p e a re d  c o m p le te ly .

5. O n e -h a l f  m i le  from  th e  e x p lo s io n  th e re  was a 
m ass ive  s t e e l  t e s t  c y l i n d e r  w e ig h in g  220 to n s .  The b ase  
o f  th e  c y l i n d e r  was s o l i d l y  e n c a se d  i n  c o n c r e te .  
S u rro u n d in g  th e  c y l i n d e r  was a s t r o n g  s t e e l  tow er 70 
f e e t  h ig h ,  f i r m ly  a n c h o re d  to  c o n c re te  f o u n d a t io n s .
T h is  tow er i s  com parab le  to  a  s t e e l  b u i l d i n g  bay t h a t  
w ould  be found i n  t y p i c a l  15 o r  20 s t o r y  s k y s c ra p e r s  o r  
i n  w arehouse  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  F o r ty  to n s  o f  s t e e l  w ere 
u se d  to  f a b r i c a t e  t h e  to w er  w hich was 70 f e e t  h ig h ,  th e  
h e i g h t  o f  a s i x  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .  The c r o s s  b r a c in g  was 
much s t r o n g e r  th a n  t h a t  n o rm a l ly  u se d  i n  o r d in a ry  s t e e l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The ab se n c e  o f  th e  s o l i d  w a l l s  o f  a  
b u i l d i n g  gave th e  b l a s t  a  much l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  s u r f a c e  to 
push  a g a i n s t .  The b l a s t  t o r e  th e  tow er  from i t s  
f o u n d a t io n s ,  t w i s t e d  i t ,  r i p p e d  i t  a p a r t  and l e f t  i t  
f l a t  on th e  g round . The e f f e c t s  on th e  tower i n d i c a t e  
t h a t ,  a t  t h a t  d i s t a n c e ,  u n s h ie ld e d  perm anen t s t e e l  and 
m asonry b u i l d i n g s  w ould  have  been  d e s t r o y e d .  I  no 
lo n g e r  c o n s id e r  t h e  P en tag o n  a  s a f e  s h e l t e r  from such  a 
bomb. E n c lo se d  a r e  a  s k e tc h  showing th e  tower b e f o re  
th e  e x p lo s io n  and a t e l e p h o to g r a p h  show ing what i t  
lo o k e d  l i k e  a f t e r w a r d s .32  None o f  us h a d  e x p e c te d  i t  to  
be damaged.

6. The c lo u d  t r a v e l l e d  to  a g r e a t  h e ig h t  f i r s t  in  
th e  form o f  a b a l l ,  th e n  mushroomed, th e n  changed in t o  a 
lo n g  t r a i l i n g  ch im n ey -sh ap ed  column and f i n a l l y  was s e n t  
in  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  by th e  v a r i a b l e  w inds  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
e l e v a t i o n s .  I t  d e p o s i t e d  i t s  d u s t  and r a d i o a c t i v e  
m a t e r i a l s  o v e r  a w ide  a r e a .  I t  was fo l lo w e d  and 
m o n ito re d  by m e d ic a l  d o c to r s  and s c i e n t i s t s  w i th  i n s t r u ­
ments to  check i t s  r a d i o a c t i v e  e f f e c t s . While h e r e  and 
t h e r e  th e  a c t i v i t y  on th e  g round  was f a i r l y  h ig h ,  a t  no 
p la c e  d id  i t  r e a c h  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  w hich  r e q u i r e d  
e v a c u a t io n  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n .  R a d io a c t iv e  m a t e r i a l  i n  
sm a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  was l o c a t e d  as  much as  120 m ile s  away. 
The measurem ents a r e  b e in g  c o n t in u e d  i n  o rd e r  to  have 
ad e q u a te  d a ta  w i th  w hich  to  p r o t e c t  th e  G overnm ent's  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  case  o f  f u t u r e  c la im s .  F or  a  few h o u rs  I  
was none too  c o m fo r ta b le  a b o u t  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

32The e d i t o r s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P a p e rs  p o i n t  o u t ,  
" N e i th e r  r e p ro d u c e d ,"  Po tsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  1363n.
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7. For d i s t a n c e s  as  much as 200 m ile s  away, 
o b s e r v e r s  w ere  s t a t i o n e d  to  check on b l a s t  e f f e c t s ,  
p r o p e r t y  damage, r a d i o a c t i v i t y  and r e a c t i o n s  o f  th e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  W hile com plete  r e p o r t s  have n o t  y e t  b een  
r e c e i v e d ,  I  now know t h a t  no p e r s o n s  were i n j u r e d  n o r  
was t h e r e  any r e a l  p r o p e r ty  damage o u t s i d e  o u r  Govern­
ment a r e a .  As soon as a l l  th e  vo lum inous d a t a  can be 
check ed  and c o r r e l a t e d ,  f u l l  t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s  w i l l  be 
p o s s i b l e .

8. Our lo n g  range  w e a th e r  p r e d i c t i o n s  h a d  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  we co u ld  e x p e c t  w e a th e r  f a v o r a b le  f o r  o u r  t e s t s  
b e g in n in g  on th e  morning o f  th e  1 7 th  and c o n t in u in g  f o r  
fo u r  d a y s .  T h is  was a lm o s t  a  c e r t a i n t y  i f  we were to  
b e l i e v e  o u r  lo n g  range  f o r e c a s t e r s .  The p r e d i c t i o n  f o r  
th e  m orn ing  o f  th e  1 6 th  was n o t  so c e r t a i n  b u t  t h e r e  was 
ab o u t  an 80% chance o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  b e in g  s u i t a b l e .  
D uring  th e  n i g h t  th e r e  were th u n d e r  s to rm s  w i th  
l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h e s  a l l  o v e r  th e  a r e a .  The t e s t  had  been  
o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  f o r  0400 h o u rs  and a l l  th e  n i g h t  th ro u g h ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  th e  b a d  w e a th e r ,  t h e r e  w ere  u r g in g s  from  many 
o f  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  to  p o s tp o n e  th e  t e s t .  Such a d e la y  
m igh t w e l l  have  h ad  c r i p p l i n g  r e s u l t s  due to  m e c h a n ic a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  o u r  c o m p l ic a te d  t e s t  s e t - u p .
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  we d i s r e g a r d e d  th e  u r g in g s .  We h e l d  f i r m  
and w a i t e d  t h e  n i g h t  th ro u g h  h o p in g  f o r  s u i t a b l e  
w e a th e r .  We h a d  to  d e la y  an h o u r  and  a h a l f ,  to  0530, 
b e f o r e  we c o u ld  f i r e .  T h is  was 30 m in u te s  b e f o r e  
s u n r i s e .

9 .  B ecause o f  bad  w e a th e r ,  o u r  two B-29 o b s e r v a t i o n  
a i r p l a n e s  were u n a b le  to  ta k e  o f f  a s  s c h e d u le d  from 
K i r t l a n d  F i e l d  a t  A lbuquerque and when th e y  f i n a l l y  d id  
g e t  o f f ,  th e y  found i t  im p o s s ib le  t o  g e t  o v e r  th e  t a r g e t  
b ec a u se  o f  th e  heavy c lo u d s  and th e  th u n d e r  s to rm s .  
C e r t a in  d e s i r e d  o b s e r v a t io n s  co u ld  n o t  be made and w h i le  
th e  p e o p le  i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e s  saw th e  e x p lo s io n  from  a 
d i s t a n c e ,  th e y  w ere n o t  a s  c lo s e  a s  th e y  w i l l  be in  
a c t i o n .  We s t i l l  have no re a so n  to  a n t i c i p a t e  th e  l o s s  
o f  o u r  p la n e  i n  an a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  a l th o u g h  we c a n n o t  
g u a r a n te e  s a f e t y .

10. J u s t  b e f o r e  1100 th e  news s t o r i e s  from  a l l  o v e r  
th e  s t a t e  s t a r t e d  to  f low  i n t o  th e  A lbuquerque  
A s s o c ia te d  P r e s s .  I  th en  d i r e c t e d  t h e  i s s u a n c e  by th e  
Commanding O f f i c e r ,  Alamogordo A ir  Base o f  a  news 
r e l e a s e  as shown on th e  e n c lo s u r e .  W ith th e  a s s i s t a n c e  
o f  th e  O f f i c e  o f  C en so rsh ip  we were a b le  to  l i m i t  th e  
news s t o r i e s  to  th e  app roved  r e l e a s e  supp lem en ted  i n  th e  
l o c a l  p a p e r s  by  b r i e f  s t o r i e s  from th e  many e y e w i tn e s s e s  
n o t  c o n n e c te d  w i th  o u r  p r o j e c t .  One o f  th e s e  was a  
b l i n d  woman who saw th e  l i g h t .
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11. B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l  Thomas F. F a r r e l l  was a t  th e  
c o n t r o l  s h e l t e r  l o c a t e d  10 ,000  y a rd s  s o u t h  o f  th e  p o i n t  
o f  e x p lo s io n .  His im p r e s s io n s  a re  g iv e n  below:

"The scene i n s i d e  th e  s h e l t e r  was d r a m a t ic  beyond 
w o rd s .  In  and a ro u n d  th e  s h e l t e r  w ere some tw en ty -o d d  
p e o p le  concerned  w i t h  l a s t  m in u te  a r ra n g e m e n ts  p r i o r  to  
f i r i n g  th e  sh o t .  I n c lu d e d  w ere :  Dr. O ppenheim er, th e
D i r e c t o r  who had b o rn e  th e  g r e a t  s c i e n t i f i c  b u rden  o f  
d e v e lo p in g  th e  weapon from  t h e  raw m a t e r i a l s  made i n  
T ennessee  and W ashington  and  a  dozen o f  h i s  key 
a s s i s t a n t s — Dr. K is t ia k o w s k y ,  who d e v e lo p e d  th e  h i g h l y  
s p e c i a l  e x p lo s iv e s ;  Dr. B a in b r id g e ,  who s u p e r v i s e d  a l l  
t h e  d e t a i l e d  a r ra n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e  t e s t ;  Dr. Hubbard, th e  
w e a th e r  e x p e r t ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .  B e s id e s  t h e s e ,  
t h e r e  w ere a h a n d fu l  o f  s o l d i e r s ,  two o r  t h r e e  Army 
o f f i c e r s  and one N aval o f f i c e r .  The s h e l t e r  was 
c l u t t e r e d  w i th  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  and 
r a d i o s .

"F o r  some h e c t i c  two h o u rs  p r e c e d in g  th e  b l a s t ,  
G en e ra l  Groves s ta y e d  w i t h  t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  w a lk in g  w i th  
him  and s te a d y in g  h i s  t e n s e  e x c i t e m e n t .  Every tim e th e  
D i r e c t o r  would be a b o u t  to  e x p lo d e  b e c a u s e  o f  some 
tin tow ard  happen ing , G e n e ra l  Groves w ou ld  ta k e  him o f f  
and w alk  w i th  him i n  t h e  r a i n ,  c o u n s e l l i n g  w i th  him  and 
r e a s s u r i n g  him t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  would b e  a l l  r i g h t .  A t 
tw en ty  m in u te s  b e f o re  z e ro  h o u r ,  G en e ra l  Groves l e f t  f o r  
h i s  s t a t i o n  a t  the  b a s e  camp, f i r s t  b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v id e d  
a  b e t t e r  o b s e rv a t io n  p o i n t  and  second , b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  
r u l e  t h a t  he and I  m u s t  n o t  be  t o g e t h e r  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  
w here t h e r e  i s  an e le m e n t  o f  d a n g e r ,  w h ic h  e x i s t e d  a t  
b o th  p o i n t s .

" J u s t  a f t e r  G e n e ra l  Groves l e f t ,  announcem ents  began  
to  be b r o a d c a s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v a l  r e m a in in g  b e fo re  th e  
b l a s t .  They were s e n t  by  r a d i o  to  th e  o t h e r  groups 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  and o b s e r v in g  th e  t e s t .  As th e  t im e  
i n t e r v a l  grew s m a l le r  and changed  from m in u te s  to  
s e c o n d s ,  th e  t e n s io n  i n c r e a s e d  by l e a p s  an d  bounds. 
Everyone i n  t h a t  room knew th e  aw ful p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  
t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  they  th o u g h t  was a b o u t  t o  happen . The 
s c i e n t i s t s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  f i g u r i n g  m u st b e  r i g h t  and 
t h a t  th e  bomb had to  go o f f  b u t  th e r e  was i n  e v e r y o n e 's  
m ind a  s t r o n g  measure o f  d o u b t .  The f e e l i n g  o f  many 
c o u ld  be e x p re s se d  by  'L o rd ,  I  b e l i e v e ;  h e l p  Thou mine 
u n b e l i e f . ' We were r e a c h in g  i n t o  th e  unknown and we d id  
n o t  know w hat might come o f  i t .  I t  can  b e  s a f e l y  s a i d  
t h a t  m ost o f  those  p r e s e n t — C h r i s t i a n ,  Jew  and A t h e i s t - -  
w ere  p r a y in g  and p r a y i n g  h a r d e r  th an  t h e y  had  e v e r  
p r a y e d  b e f o r e .  I f  t h e  s h o t  w ere  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i t  was a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t  
o f  te n s  o f  thousands o f  p e o p l e - - s t a t e s m e n ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,
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e n g in e e r s ,  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and many o t h e r s  i n  
e v e ry  w a lk  o f  l i f e .

" I n  t h a t  b r i e f  i n s t a n t  i n  t h e  rem ote New Mexico 
d e s e r t  t h e  trem endous  e f f o r t  o f  th e  b r a in s  and  brawn o f  
a l l  t h e s e  p e o p le  came su d d e n ly  and s t a r t l i n g l y  to  t h e  
f u l l e s t  f r u i t i o n .  D r. Oppenheim er, on whom h ad  r e s t e d  a 
v e ry  heavy  b u rd e n ,  grew t e n s e r  a s  th e  l a s t  seconds 
t i c k e d  o f f .  He s c a r c e l y  b r e a t h e d .  He h e l d  on to  a  p o s t  
to  s te a d y  h im s e l f .  F o r  th e  l a s t  few se c o n d s ,  he s t a r e d  
d i r e c t l y  a h ead  and th e n  when th e  announcer  s h o u te d ,
'Now!' and t h e r e  came t h i s  g ro w lin g  r o a r  o f  th e  
e x p lo s io n ,  h i s  f a c e  r e l a x e d  i n t o  an e x p r e s s io n  o f  
trem endous  r e l i e f .  S e v e r a l  o f  th e  o b s e rv e r s  s t a n d i n g  
b ack  o f  t h e  s h e l t e r  to  w atch  th e  l i g h t i n g  e f f e c t s  w ere
knocked  f l a t  by th e  b l a s t .

"The t e n s i o n  i n  th e  room l e t  up and a l l  s t a r t e d
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  each  o t h e r .  E veryone se n se d  'T h is  i s
i t ! '  No m a t t e r  w hat m ig h t  happen  now a l l  knew t h a t  t h e  
im p o s s ib le  s c i e n t i f i c  jo b  had  b een  done. Atomic f i s s i o n  
would no l o n g e r  be h id d e n  i n  t h e  c l o i s t e r s  o f  the  
t h e o r e t i c a l  p h y s i c i s t s '  dream s. I t  was a lm o s t  f u l l  
grown a t  b i r t h .  I t  was a g r e a t  new f o rc e  to  be u s e d  f o r  
good o r  f o r  e v i l .  T h e re  was a f e e l i n g  i n  t h a t  s h e l t e r  
t h a t  th o s e  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  i t s  n a t i v i t y  s h o u ld  d e d i c a t e  
t h e i r  l i v e s  to  th e  m is s io n  t h a t  i t  w ould a lw ays be u s e d  
f o r  good and  n e v e r  f o r  e v i l .

"D r. K i s t i a k o w s k y , th e  im p u ls iv e  R u s s ia n ,  th rew  h i s  
arms a ro u n d  Dr. O ppenheim er and  em braced h im  w i th  s h o u ts  
o f  g l e e .  O th e r s  w ere  e q u a l l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  A l l  th e  
p e n t - u p  em o tio n s  w ere  r e l e a s e d  i n  th o se  few m in u te s  and  
a l l  seemed to  s e n se  im m e d ia te ly  t h a t  th e  e x p lo s io n  h a d  
f a r  e x c e e d e d  th e  m ost o p t i m i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and 
w i l d e s t  h o p es  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s .  A l l  seemed to  f e e l  t h a t  
th e y  h ad  b e e n  p r e s e n t  a t  th e  b i r t h  o f  a new a g e - -T h e  Age 
o f  Atomic E n e rg y - -a n d  f e l t  t h e i r  p ro fo u n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
to  h e lp  i n  g u id in g  i n t o  r i g h t  c h a n n e ls  th e  trem endous 
f o r c e s  w hich  h ad  b e e n  u n lo c k e d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  time i n  
h i s t o r y .

"As to  t h e  p r e s e n t  w ar, t h e r e  was a f e e l i n g  t h a t  no 
m a t t e r  w hat e l s e  m ig h t  happen , we now had th e  means to  
i n s u r e  i t s  sp eed y  c o n c lu s io n  and save  th o u san d s  o f  
Am erican l i v e s .  As to  th e  f u t u r e ,  t h e r e  h ad  been 
b ro u g h t  i n t o  b e in g  so m e th in g  b i g  and som eth ing  new t h a t  
w ould p ro v e  to  be im m easu rab ly  more im p o r ta n t  th an  t h e  
d i s c o v e ry  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  any o f  th e  o t h e r  g r e a t  
d i s c o v e r i e s  w hich  have  so a f f e c t e d  o u r  e x i s t e n c e .

"The e f f e c t s  c o u ld  w e l l  be c a l l e d  u n p re c e d e n te d ,  
m a g n i f i c e n t ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  s tu p en d o u s  and  t e r r i f y i n g .  No 
man-made phenomenon o f  such  trem endous power had e v e r  
o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e .  The l i g h t i n g  e f f e c t s  b e g g a re d  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  The w ho le  c o u n t ry  was l i g h t e d  by  a s e a r i n g
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l i g h t  w i th  th e  i n t e n s i t y  many t im e s  t h a t  o f  t h e  midday 
su n .  I t  was g o ld e n ,  p u r p l e ,  v i o l e t ,  g ray  an d  b l u e .  I t  
l i g h t e d  e v e ry  p e a k ,  c r e v a s s e  and r id g e  o f  t h e  n e a rb y  
m ou n ta in  ran g e  w i th  a  c l a r i t y  and b e a u ty  t h a t  c a n n o t  be 
d e s c r i b e d  b u t  m ust be seen  to  be im ag ined . I t  was t h a t  
b e a u ty  th e  g r e a t  p o e ts  dream  a b o u t  b u t  d e s c r i b e  most 
p o o r ly  and in a d e q u a te ly .  T h i r t y  seconds a f t e r  th e  
e x p lo s io n  came f i r s t ,  th e  a i r  b l a s t  p r e s s i n g  h a r d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p e o p le  and t h i n g s ,  to  b e  fo l lo w e d  a lm o s t  
im m e d ia te ly  by t h e  s t r o n g ,  s u s t a i n e d ,  awesome r o a r  w hich 
w arn ed  o f  doomsday and made us f e e l  t h a t  we puny th in g s  
w ere b lasphem ous to  dare  tam per w i t h  th e  f o r c e s  h e r e t o ­
f o r e  r e s e r v e d  to  The A lm igh ty . Words a r e  in a d e q u a te  
t o o l s  f o r  t h e  jo b  o f  a c q u a in t in g  th o s e  n o t  p r e s e n t  w i th  
t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n ta l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e f f e c t s .  I t  had  
to  b e  w i tn e s s e d  to  be r e a l i z e d . "

12. My im p re s s io n s  o f  th e  n i g h t ' s  h ig h  p o i n t s  
fo l lo w :

A f t e r  a b o u t  an h o u r ' s  s le e p  I  g o t  up a t  0100 and 
from  t h a t  t im e  on u n t i l  a b o u t  f i v e  I  was w i t h  Dr. 
Oppenheimer c o n s t a n t l y .  N a t u r a l l y  he  was n e r v o u s ,  
a l th o u g h  h i s  mind was w o rk in g  a t  i t s  u s u a l  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
e f f i c i e n c y .  I  d e v o te d  my e n t i r e  a t t e n t i o n  to  s h i e l d i n g  
him from  th e  e x c i t e d  and g e n e r a l l y  f a u l t y  a d v ic e  o f  h i s  
a s s i s t a n t s  who w ere more th a n  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e i r  e x c i t e ­
ment and th e  u n c e r t a i n  w e a th e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  By 0330 we 
d e c id e d  t h a t  we c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  f i r e  a t  0530. Our 
d e c i s i o n  became f i r m e r  as t im e  w en t on . D u r in g  m ost o f  
t h e s e  h o u rs  th e  two o f  us jou rn ey ed , from th e  c o n t r o l  
h o u se  o u t  i n t o  t h e  d a rk n e ss  to  lo o k  a t  th e  s t a r s  and to  
a s s u r e  each  o t h e r  t h a t  th e  one o r  two v i s i b l e  s t a r s  were 
becom ing b r i g h t e r .  At 0510 I  l e f t  Dr. Oppenheim er and 
r e t u r n e d  to  th e  main o b s e r v a t io n  p o i n t  w hich  was 17 ,000 
y a rd s  from  th e  p o i n t  o f  e x p lo s io n .  In  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  
o u r  o r d e r s  I  found  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  n o t  o th e r w is e  o c c u p ie d  
m assed  on a  b i t  o f  h ig h  g round .

A t ab o u t  two m inu tes  o f  th e  sc h e d u le d  f i r i n g  tim e 
a l l  p e r s o n s  l a y  f a c e  down w i th  t h e i r  f e e t  p o i n t i n g  
tow ards  th e  e x p lo s io n .  As t h e  re m a in in g  t im e  was c a l l e d  
from  th e  lo u d  s p e a k e r  from t h e  10 ,000  y a rd  c o n t r o l  
s t a t i o n  t h e r e  was com plete  s i l e n c e .  Dr. C onant s a i d  he 
had n e v e r  im ag in ed  seconds c o u ld  b e  so lo n g .  Most o f  
th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  ac c o rd a n c e  w i th  o r d e r s  s h i e l d e d  t h e i r  
eyes  i n  one way o r  a n o th e r .  There was th e n  t h i s  b u r s t  
o f  l i g h t  o f  a  b r i l l i a n c e  beyond  any co m p ar iso n .  We a l l  
r o l l e d  o v e r  and lo o k e d  th ro u g h  d a rk  g la s s e s  a t  t h e  b a l l  
o f  f i r e . About f o r t y  seconds  l a t e r  came th e  shock  wave 
fo l lo w e d  by th e  sound , n e i t h e r  o f  w hich  seemed s t a r t l i n g  
a f t e r  o u r  com ple te  a s to n is h m e n t  a t  th e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
l i g h t i n g  i n t e n s i t y .  Dr. C onant r e a c h e d  o v e r  and  we
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shook  h ands  in  m u tu a l  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  D r. Bush, who 
was on th e  o th e r  s i d e  o f  me, d i d  l i k e w i s e .  The f e e l i n g  
o f  t h e  e n t i r e  assem bly  was s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  d e s c r ib e d  by 
G e n e ra l  F a r r e l l ,  w i t h  even th e  u n i n i t i a t e d  f e e l i n g  
p r o fo u n d  awe. D rs. Conant an d  Bush and m y s e l f  were 
s t r u c k  by an even s t r o n g e r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  f a i t h  o f  
t h o s e  who h ad  been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  i n i t i a t i o n  and 
t h e  c a r r y i n g  on o f  t h i s  H e rc u le a n  p r o j e c t  h a d  been 
j u s t i f i e d .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  th o u g h t  o f  B lo n d in  c r o s s i n g  
N ia g a r a  F a l l s  on h i s  t i g h t  r o p e ,  o n ly  to  me t h i s  t i g h t  
r o p e  h a d  l a s t e d  f o r  a lm o st  t h r e e  y e a r s  an d  o f  my 
r e p e a t e d  c o n f id e n t - a p p e a r in g  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  such  a 
t h i n g  was p o s s ib l e  a n d  t h a t  we w ould  do i t .

13 . A la rg e  g ro u p  o f  o b s e r v e r s  were s t a t i o n e d  a t  a 
p o i n t  a b o u t  27 m i le s  n o r th  o f  th e  p o i n t  o f  e x p lo s io n .  
A t t a c h e d  i s  a memorandum w r i t t e n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  
e x p l o s i o n  by  Dr. E. 0 .  Lawrence w hich may be  o f  
i n t e r e s t .

14. W hile G e n e ra l  F a r r e l l  was w a i t i n g  a b o u t  m id­
n i g h t  f o r  a  com m ercial a i r p l a n e  to  W ash ing ton  a t  
A lb u rq u e rq u e - -1 2 0  m i l e s  away from  th e  s i t e - - h e  o v e rh e a rd  
s e v e r a l  a i r p o r t  em ployees d i s c u s s i n g  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  to  
t h e  b l a s t .  One s a i d  t h a t  he was o u t  on t h e  p a r k in g  
a p r o n ;  i t  was q u i t e  d a rk ;  th e n  th e  w hole s o u th e r n  sky 
was l i g h t e d  as th o u g h  by a b r i g h t  sun ; t h e  l i g h t  l a s t e d  
s e v e r a l  seco n d s .  A n o th e r  rem ark ed  t h a t  i f  a  few 
e x p lo d in g  bombs c o u ld  have su ch  an e f f e c t ,  i t  m ust be 
t e r r i b l e  t o  have them  drop on a  c i t y .

1 5 .  My l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  th e  Alamogordo A i r  B ase , 
60 m i l e s  away, made th e  f o l lo w in g  r e p o r t :

"T h e re  was a b l i n d i n g  f l a s h  o f  l i g h t  t h a t  l i g h t e d  
t h e  e n t i r e  n o r th w e s te r n  sky. In  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  
f l a s h ,  t h e r e  a p p ea red  to  be a  huge b i l l o w  o f  smoke. The 
o r i g i n a l  f l a s h  l a s t e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  10 to  15 s e c o n d s .
As th e  f i r s t  f l a s h  d i e d  down, t h e r e  a r o s e  i n  th e  
a p p ro x im a te  c e n te r  o f  where t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l a s h  had  
o c c u r r e d  an enormous b a l l  o f  w h a t a p p e a re d  to  be f i r e  
and c l o s e l y  re sem b led  a r i s i n g  sun t h a t  was t h r e e -  
f o u r t h s  above a m o u n ta in .  The b a l l  o f  f i r e  l a s t e d  
a p p r o x im a te ly  15 s e c o n d s ,  th e n  d ie d  down an d  th e  sky 
resum ed  an a lm ost n o rm a l  a p p e a ra n c e .

"A lm ost im m ed ia te ly ,  a t h i r d ,  b u t  much s m a l l e r ,  
f l a s h  and b i l lo w  o f  smoke o f  a  w h i t i s h - o r a n g e  c o l o r  
a p p e a r e d  i n  the  sky , a g a in  l i g h t i n g  th e  sk y  f o r  
a p p r o x im a te ly  4 s e c o n d s .  At t h e  tim e o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
f l a s h ,  th e  f i e l d  was l i g h t e d  w e l l  enough so  t h a t  a  new s­
p a p e r  c o u ld  e a s i l y  h a v e  been r e a d .  The s e c o n d  and  t h i r d  
f l a s h e s  w ere  o f  much l e s s e r  i n t e n s i t y .

"We w ere  in  a g l a s s - e n c l o s e d  c o n t r o l  to w er  some 70 
f e e t  above th e  ground  and f e l t  no c o n c u s s io n  o r  a i r
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co m p ress io n .  There was no n o t i c e a b l e  e a r t h  trem or 
a l th o u g h  r e p o r t s  o v e r h e a r d  a t  t h e  F i e l d  d u r in g  the  
f o l lo w in g  24 h o u rs  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
th e y  had  b o th  h e a r d  th e  e x p lo s io n  and  f e l t  some e a r t h  
t r e m o r ."

16. I  have n o t  w r i t t e n  a s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t  fo r  
G en era l  M a rsh a l l  as  I  f e e l  you w i l l  w ant to  show t h i s  to  
him . I  have in fo rm e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e o p le  h e r e  o f  o u r  
r e s u l t s .  Lord H a l i f a x  a f t e r  d i s c u s s io n  w i t h  Mr.
H a r r i s o n  and m y se lf  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  s en d in g  a 
f u l l  r e p o r t  to  h i s  governm ent a t  t h i s  t im e .  I  in fo rm ed  
him  t h a t  I  was s e n d in g  t h i s  to  you and t h a t  you m ight 
w ish  to  show i t  to  t h e  p r o p e r  B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

17. We a r e  a l l  f u l l y  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  o u r  r e a l  g o a l  
i s  s t i l l  b e f o re  u s .  The b a t t l e  t e s t  i s  w h a t counts  i n  
t h e  war w i th  Jap an .

18. May I  e x p r e s s  my deep p e r s o n a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  
y o u r  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  c a b l e  to  us an d  f o r  th e  su p p o r t  and  
c o n f id e n c e  which I  h ave  r e c e iv e d  from  you e v e r  s in c e  I  
have had  t h i s  work t in d e r  my c h a r g e .

19. I  know t h a t  C o lo n e l  Kyle w i l l  g u a rd  th e se  
p a p e r s  w i th  h i s  cu s to m a ry  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a r e .

L R Groves

[E n c lo s u re ]

BULLETIN33

Alam orgordo, N.M. , J u l y  16—W il l ia m  0 . E a reck so n ,  
commanding o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Alamogordo Army A i r  Base, made 
t h e  fo l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t  to d a y :

" S e v e ra l  i n q u i r i e s  h ave  been  r e c e i v e d  c o n c e rn in g  a  
heavy  e x p lo s io n  w hich  o c c u r r e d  on t h e  Alamogordo A ir  
Base r e s e r v a t i o n  t h i s  m orn ing .

"A re m o te ly  l o c a t e d  amm unition m agazine c o n ta in in g  a  
c o n s id e r a b le  amount o f  h ig h  e x p lo s iv e  and p y r o te c h n ic s  
e x p lo d e d .

"There  was no l o s s  o f  l i f e  o r  i n j u r y  to  anyone, an d  
th e  p r o p e r ty  damage o u t s i d e  o f  th e  e x p l o s i v e s  magazine 
i t s e l f  was n e g l i g i b l e .

"W eather c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  gas 
s h e l l s  ex p lo d ed  by th e  b l a s t  may make i t  d e s i r a b l e  f o r

33The e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  Potsdam P a p e r s  w ro te  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  from  th e  J u ly  16, 1945, e d i t i o n  o f  t n e  A lbuquerque 
T r ib u n e ,  Potsdam P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  1368n.
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th e  Army to  e v a c u a te  t e m p o r a r i ly  a few c i v i l i a n s  from  
t h e i r  hom es."

[E n c lo su re ]

TOP SECRET [NEAR ALAMOGORDO AIR BASE?], J u ly  16, 1945.

THOUGHTS BY E. 0 .  LAWRENCE34

Our group assem b led  a t  a  p o in t  27 m i le s  from th e  
bomb s i t e  a b o u t  two in  t h e  m orning. We w ere on a p l a i n  
e x te n d in g  a l l  t h e  way to  t h e  bomb and  a l th o u g h  I  d id  n o t  
n o t i c e  c a r e f u l l y  th e  m o u n ta in s  seemed to  b e  some m i le s  
away. We c o u ld  see  in  t h e  d i s t a n c e  l i g h t s  d e f in in g  th e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  bomb and a t  about f o u r  a .m . o u r  r a d io  
p ic k e d  up c o n v e r s a t io n s  b e tw een  th e  B-29s and  th e  g ro u n d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .

We soon l e a r n e d  t h a t  z e r o  hour was 5 :30  a.m . w hich  
was j u s t  b re a k  o f  dawn. N a t u r a l l y  o u r  te n s e n e s s  grew as  
z e ro  h o u r  a p p ro a c h e d .  We w ere  w arned  o f  t h e  p ro b a b le  
b r i l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  e x p lo s io n - - s o  b r i g h t  i t  w ould b l i n d  
one lo o k in g  d i r e c t l y  a t  i t  f o r  sometime and t h e r e  was 
even d an g er  o f  sunburn!

I  d e c id e d  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  to  v iew  th e  f lam e would b e  
th ro u g h  th e  window o f  th e  c a r  I  was s i t t i n g  i n ,  w hich 
would ta k e  o u t  u l t r a v i o l e t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  l a s t  m inu te  
d e c id e d  to  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  c a r  (e v id e n c e  in d e e d  I  was 
e x c i t e d ! )  and j u s t  as I  p u t  my f o o t  on th e  ground I  was 
e n v e lo p e d  w i th  a  warm b r i l l i a n t  y e l lo w  w h i te  l i g h t - - f r o m  
d a rk n e s s  to  b r i l l i a n t  s u n s h in e  in  an i n s t a n t  and as I  
remember I  m o m en ta r i ly  was s tu n n e d  b y  th e  s u r p r i s e .  I t  
took  me a seco n d  though t t o  t e l l  m y s e l f ,  " t h i s  i s  in d e e d  
i t ! ! "  and  th e n  th ro u g h  my d a rk  sun g l a s s e s  t h e r e  was a  
g i g a n t i c  b a l l  o f  f i r e  r i s i n g  r a p i d ly  from  th e  e a r t h — a t  
f i r s t  a s  b r i l l i a n t  as t h e  su n ,  grow ing l e s s  b r i l l i a n t  a s  
i t  grew  b o i l i n g  and  s w i r l i n g  in to  th e  h e a v e n s .  Ten o r  
f i f t e e n  th o u sa n d  f e e t  above th e  ground  i t  was o range  i n  
c o lo r  and  I  ju d g e  a m ile  i n  d ia m e te r .  At h i g h e r  l e v e l s  
i t  became p u r p le  and t h i s  p u r p le  a f t e r g l o w  p e r s i s t e d  f o r  
what seemed a l o n g  time ( p o s s i b l y  i t  was o n ly  f o r  a 
m inu te  o r  two) a t  an e l e v a t i o n  o f  2 0 -2 5 ,0 0 0  f e e t .  T h is  
p u r p le  glow was due to  t h e  enormous r a d i o - a c t i v i t y  o f  
th e  g a s e s .  (The l i g h t  i s  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  due to  n i t r o g e n  
o f  t h e  a i r  and i n  th e  l a b o r a t o r y  we o c c a s i o n a l l y  p ro d u c e  
i t  i n  m in ia tu r e  w i th  th e  c y c l o t r o n . )

The e d i t o r s  o f  the  Potsdam  P a p e rs  w r o te ,  "T h is  
memorandum, which b e a r s  an u n c e r t i f i e d ,  ty p e d  s i g n a t u r e ,  h a s  
t h e  f o l lo w in g  ty p e d  n o t a t i o n  a t  th e  end: 'T h i s  was w r i t t e n  .
i n  an a i r p l a n e  and n o t  c o r r e c t e d  by th e  a u t h o r , " '  Potsdam 
P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  1369n.
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In  th e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  o f  r i s e  o f  th e  f lam e th e  
c lo u d s  above w ere i l l u m i n a t e d  and as  t h e  f lam e r o s e  i t  
was a  g rand  s p e c t a c l e  a l s o  to  see  t h e  g r e a t  c lo u d s  
im m ed ia te ly  above m e l t  away b e f o re  o u r  e y e s .

The f i n a l  p h a se s  was t h e  column o f  h o t  g ases  smoke 
and d u s t  f u n n e l in g  from th e  e a r t h  i n t o  th e  heavens  to  
4 0 ,0 0 0  f e e t .  The column was to  me s u r p r i s i n g l y  n a r ro w  
u n t i l  h ig h  e l e v a t i o n s  w ere r e a c h e d  when i t  foamed o u t  
c o n s id e r a b ly .  The g r e a t  f u n n e l  was v i s i b l e  a  lo n g  t im e .  
We c o u ld  s t i l l  make i t  o u t  a s  we d ro v e  away a  h a l f  h o u r  
l a t e r .

B ut to  r e t r a c e ,  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  two m in u te s  a f t e r  t h e  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  f l a s h  th e  shock wave h i t  u s .  I t  was a  
s h a rp  lo u d  c ra c k  and  th e n  f o r  a b o u t  a  m in u te  t h e r e a f t e r  
t h e r e  were re s o u n d in g  echoes  from t h e  s u r ro u n d in g  
m o u n ta in s .  The p r e s s u r e  o f  th e  shock  wave was n o t  g r e a t  
enough to  be d i s t u r b i n g  b u t  th e  n o i s e  was v e r y  lo u d  and  
s h a r p ,  in d e e d .  The n o i s e  o f  th e  shock  wave was a  s h a rp  
c r a c k  l i k e  t h a t  o f  a g i a n t  f i r e c r a c k e r  s e t  o f f  a few 
y a rd s  aw ay --o r  p e rh a p s  l i k e  th e  r e p o r t  o f  37 mm a r t i l l e r y  
a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  one h u ndred  y a r d s .

A number o f  o b s e r v e r s  n e a r  me w ere  lo o k in g  r i g h t  a t  
th e  e x p lo s io n  th ro u g h  w e ld e r s  g o g g le s  ( o r  th e  same d a rk  
g l a s s e s )  and th e y  t o l d  me th e  l i g h t  th ro u g h  th e s e  g l a s s e s  
was so b r i g h t  a s  to  b l i n d  them f o r  an  i n s t a n t .

As I  was n o t  a c t i v e l y  co n ce rn ed  w i t h  t h e  p rob lem s o f  
Y, I  h ad  on o c c a s io n s  a sk e d  my c o l l e a g u e s  t h e r e  w h a t th e  
e v e n t  would be l i k e  and t h e i r  p r e d i c t e d  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  
e v e n t  was b o rne  o u t  c o m p le te ly .  I  am amazed t h a t  th e  
w hole  b u s in e s s  w en t o f f  so e x a c t l y  a s  t h e i r  c a l c u l a t i o n s  
had  p r e d i c t e d .

The g rand , in d e e d  a lm o s t  c a t a c ly s m ic  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  e x p lo s io n  p ro d u c e d  a  k i n d  o f  s o le m n i ty  i n  
e v e r y o n e [ ' ] s  b e h a v io r  im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r w a r d s .  There  was 
r e s t r a i n e d  a p p la u s e ,  b u t  more a h u sh e d  murmuring 
b o r d e r i n g  on r e v e re n c e  i n  manner as  t h e  e v e n t  was com­
m ented  u p o n [ .]  Dr. C h a r le s  Thomas (M onsanto) spoke to  
me o f  t h i s  b e in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  e v e n t  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  
o f  m ankind, e t c .  e t c .

As f a r  as a l l  o f  us a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a l th o u g h  we knew 
th e  fu n d am en ta ls  w ere  sound and t h a t  t h e  e x p lo s io n  c o u ld  
be p ro d u c e d ,  we s h a re  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  we have  t h i s  day 
c r o s s e d  a g r e a t  m i l e s to n e  i n  human p r o g r e s s .

ERNEST 0 .  LAWRENCE35

35
P o t s d a m  P a p e r s , I I ,  p p .  1 3 6 1 - 1 3 7 0 .
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The P r e s i d e n t  seemed p l e a s e d .  S tim son w en t on i n  

h i s  d i a r y :

The P r e s i d e n t  was t re m e n d o u s ly  pepped  up by i t  and 
spoke to  me o f  i t  a g a in  and a g a in  when I  saw him. He 
s a i d  i t  gave him an e n t i r e l y  new f e e l i n g  o f  c o n f id e n c e
and h e  th an k ed  me f o r  h a v in g  come t o  th e  C onference  and
b e in g  p r e s e n t  to  h e lp  him i n  t h i s  w a y . 36

The f i f t h  p l e n a r y  m e e t in g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  by th e
37P r e s i d e n t  a t  5 :0 0  P.M. The f i r s t  i t e m  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  was 

th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  a s s e t s  from  th e  London P o l i s h  Government to  

th e  new P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government. S t a l i n  f i n a l l y  

a g reed  w i th  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a f t e r  a l e n g th y  d i s c u s s io n ,  t h a t

th e  new P o l i s h  Government s h o u ld  absorb  th e  l i a b i l i t i e s  o f
38th e  London P o l i s h  Government.

The w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  Po land  was th e  n e x t  t o p i c .

As d e b a te  c o n t in u e d  i t  became obv ious  t h e  Heads o f  Govern­

ment w ere a t  an im passe  on t h i s  and f i n a l l y  P r e s i d e n t
39Truman a d jo u rn e d  th e  m e e t in g .

A f t e r  th e  Am erican d e l e g a t io n  r e t u r n e d  to  i t s

q u a r t e r s  th e  members g o t  r e a d y  f o r  a S t a t e  D in n er  h o s te d  by 
40

S t a l i n .  L a te r  i n  th e  e v e n in g  P r e s i d e n t  Truman re a d  a 

message from  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l

38
I b i d . ,  p .  1 3 6 1 n - - f o o tn o te  1 f o r  Document No. 1305.

37I b i d . , p .  17.
38 Truman, M emoirs, I ,  p .  404.
39

P o t s d a m  P a p e r s , I I ,  p .  2 1 5 .

4 0 I b i d . ,  p .  1 7 .
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U n ity ,  B o les law  B i e r u t  and Prim e M in i s t e r  i n  th e  P o l i s h  

P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n i ty ,  Edward B oles law  

Osobka-M oraw ski:

P r e s i d e n t  B i e r u t  and Prim e M i n i s t e r  Osdbka- 
Morawski to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman

HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT TRUMAN[ : ]  On b e h a l f  o f  th e  
P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity  we 
a d d r e s s  o u r s e lv e s  to  Your E x c e l le n c y  d e s i r i n g  to  c a l l  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  Your E x c e l le n c y  to  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  [ th e ]  
W estern  f r o n t i e r  o f  th e  P o l i s h  R e p u b l ic ,  a  p rob lem  t h a t  
i s  o f  a v i t a l  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  P o l i s h  N a t io n .

E x p re s s in g  th e  unanimous and i n f l e x i b l e  w i l l  o f  t h e  
w hole N a t io n ,  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  
N a t io n a l  U n ity  a r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  o n ly  th e  boundary  l i n e  
t h a t  f o l lo w s ,  b e g in n in g  i n  th e  s o u th ,  th e  fo rm er  
f r o n t i e r  be tw een  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  and Germany, th e n  th e  
L a u s i t z e r  N e is s e  r i v e r ,  th e n  m s  a lo n g  th e  l e f t  bank o f
th e  Oder, and l e a v i n g  S t e t t i n  f o r  P o la n d  r e a c h e s  th e  s e a
w e s t  o f  th e  town o f  Swinemunde, can be  c o n s id e re d  a j u s t  
f r o n t i e r  t h a t  g u a r a n te e s  s u c c e s s f u l  developm ent to  th e  
P o l i s h  N a t io n ,  s e c u r i t y  to  Europe , and  a  l a s t i n g  peace  
to  th e  w o r ld .

The P o l i s h  N a t io n ,  w h ich  s u f f e r e d  such  enormous 
l o s s e s  in  th e  w ar a g a i n s t  th e  Germans, w ould  c o n s id e r  
any o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  p rob lem  o f  t h e i r  W estern  
boundary  as  h a rm fu l  and i n j u r i o u s , and e n d a n g e r in g  th e  
f u t u r e  o f  t h e  P o l i s h  N a t io n  and S t a t e .

S im u l ta n e o u s ly  we t r a n s m i t  i d e n t i c a l  n o te  to  
G e n e ra l i s s im o  S t a l i n ,  Chairman o f  t h e  C o u n c il  o f  th e
P e o p le s  Commissars o f  th e  USSR, and  to  Mr. W inston 
C h u r c h i l l ,  P r im e - M in is te r  o f  H is M a je s t y 's  Government, 
and we a r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  p ro b le m  o f  P o la n d 's  
W estern  f r o n t i e r  w i l l  f i n d  a  p o s i t i v e  s o l u t i o n  d u r in g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  d e b a te s  t h a t  a r e  o f  su ch  a  f a r  r e a c h in g  
momentum.

We a v a i l  o u r s e l v e s  [ e t c . ]  BOLESLAW BIERUT
EDWARD OSOBKA-MORAWASKI

WARSAW, J u l y  20 , 1945.

4 1 I b i d . ,  p p .  1 1 3 8 - 1 1 3 9 .
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B e r l in - -S u n d a y ,  J u ly  22, 1945

P r e s i d e n t  Truman r e c e iv e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S tim son

a t  9 :2 0  A.M. The two m essages from H a r r i s o n ,  w hich f o l lo w ,

were d i s c u s s e d .  The P r e s i d e n t  was p le a s e d  w i th  th e  p r o g r e s s

o f  t h e  bom b.42 One m essage d e a l s  w i th  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  th e

t a r g e t ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  w i th  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  bomb:

The A c t in g  Chairman o f  t h e  I n te r im  Committee 
(H a r r i s o n )  to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

War (S tim son)

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 21 J u l y  1945.

URGENT

WAR 35987. S e c r e t a r y  o f  War EYES ONLY TopSec from  
H a r r i s o n .

A l l  y o u r  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a d v i s o r s  engaged i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  d e f i n i t e l y  f a v o r  you r p e t  c i ty 4 3  and w ould  
l i k e  t o  f e e l  f r e e  to  use i t  as f i r s t  c h o ic e  i f  th o s e  on 
th e  r i d e  s e l e c t  i t  o u t  o f  f o u r  p o s s i b l e  s p o ts  i n  th e  
l i g h t  o f  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  th e  t i m e .44

The o t h e r  m essag e , w hich  was shown to  th e  P r e s i d e n t

d e a l s  w i th  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  bomb:

The A c t in g  Chairman o f  t h e  I n te r im  Committee 
( H a r r i s o n )  to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

War (S tim son)

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 21 J u l y  1945.

URGENT

WAR 35988. S e c r e t a r y  o f  War EYES ONLY Top Sec from  
H a r r i s o n .

42I b i d . ,  p. 1373n.
/ *3

E d i t o r s  o f  t h e  Potsdam P ap e rs  w ro te ,  "The r e f e r e n c e  
i s  t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  Kyoto as  a p o s s i b l e  t a r g e t  f o r  a to m ic  
a t t a c k , "  Potsdam  P a p e r s . I I ,  p .  1 3 7 2 n - - fo o tn o te  1 f o r  
Document 1307.

4 4 I b i d . ,  p .  1 3 7 2 .
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P a t i e n t  p r o g re s s in g  r a p id ly  and w i l l  be read y  f o r  
f i n a l  o p e ra t io n  f i r s t  good b re a k  in  A u g u st. C o m p lica ted  
p r e p a r a t io n s  f o r  u se  a re  p ro c e e d in g  so  f a s t  we s h o u ld  
know n o t l a t e r  th an  J u ly  25 i f  any change  in  p l a n s . 4-5

W hile th e  P r e s id e n t  was a t t e n d in g  c h u rch  s e r v ic e s  a t  

10 :40  A.M ., S e c re ta ry  o f  War S tim son  was m e e tin g  w ith  

B r i t i s h  Prim e M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l .  C h u r c h i l l  resum ed re a d in g  

th e  G ro v es ' r e p o r t .

Harvey H. Bundy, A m erican S p e c ia l  A s s i s ta n t  t o  th e  

S e c r e ta r y  o f  War, l a t e r  w ro te  a b o u t th e  m e e tin g :

C h u rc h il l  e x c la im e d  a f t e r  l e a r n in g  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  
th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  f i r s t  a tom ic  t e s t :  "S tim so n , w h a t was
gunpowder? T r i v i a l .  What was e l e c t r i c i t y ?  M eaning­
l e s s .  This a to m ic  bomb i s  th e  Second Coining in  
W ra th ." 46

The s ix t h  p le n a ry  m ee tin g  was c a l l e d  to  o rd e r  by
47P r e s id e n t  Truman a t  5 :1 0  P.M. S t a l i n  announced t h a t  

S o v ie t  tro o p s  had  w ithd raw n  to  t h e i r  zones i n  A u s t r i a ,  

w hereupon th e  A m erican and B r i t i s h  h ad  w ith d raw n  to  t h e i r  

zones o f  o c c u p a tio n  in  A u s t r ia .

I t  was a g re e d  to  a llo w  two o r  th r e e  P o l is h  

r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  to  t e s t i f y  on J u ly  24 b e f o r e  th e  F o re ig n  

M in is te r s  o f  th e  Three Pow ers.

The n e x t  to p ic  was t r u s t e e s h i p s .  A lo n g  d e b a te  

e n su e d . S t a l i n  o u t l in e d  w hat h i s  c o u n try  d e s i r e d :  to

45I b i d . ,  p . 1372.
46 I b i d . ,  p . 225. The e d i t o r s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P a p e rs  

q u o te d  from  an a r t i c l e  Bundy w ro te , "Remembered W ords, in  
th e  M arch, 1957, e d i t i o n  o f  The A t l a n t i c , p ag e  57.

47Ibid., p. 17.
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c o n t r o l  e i t h e r  a lo n e  o r  j o i n t l y  a p o r t i o n  o f  I t a l y ' s  A fr ic a n  

c o lo n ie s ,  a  s h a re  in  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  fo rm e r ly  u n d er th e  

m andate o f  th e  d e fu n c t  League o f  N a tio n s  and to  exchange 

v iew s on a  p o s s ib le  t r u s t e e s h ip  o v er K o rea . A f te r  p ro lo n g e d  

d is c u s s io n  t h i s  m a t te r  was r e f e r r e d  to  th e  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  

fo  r  f u r  t h e r  s tu d y . 48

C h u r c h i l l  s a id  th e  tim e  was now to  m odify th e
49M ontreux C o n v en tio n  r e g a rd in g  th e  S t r a i t s  o f  T urkey. The 

S o v ie t s ,  i n  a  p r o p o s a l ,  c a l l e d  f o r  a  r e n e g o t ia t io n  o f  th e  

C o n v en tio n . P r e s id e n t  Truman in d i c a t e d  he was u n a b le  to  

e x p re s s  an o p in io n .  The P r e s id e n t  announced  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  w ould  sen d  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  to  th e  members o f  th e  

P o l i s h  G overnm ent in  Warsaw to  a t t e n d  th e  c o n fe re n c e . The 

s i x t h  p le n a r y  m e e tin g  was th e n  a d jo u rn e d  a t  7 :50 P.M."*® The 

P r e s id e n t  im m e d ia te ly  d e p a r te d  fo r  th e  L i t t l e  W hite H ouse.

He d in ed  a t  h i s  q u a r t e r s  a t  8 :3 0  P.M."*^

The n e x t  day th e  A m erican C harge d 'A f f a i r e s  a d  

in t e r i m  in  th e  S o v ie t  Union d e l iv e r e d  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  from

48I b i d . ,  p p . 260-261 .
49 In  1936 th e  M ontreux C o n fe ren ce  was h e ld .  I t  

a llo w e d  T urkey  to  p la c e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a ro u n d  th e  S t r a i t s .  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  S t r a i t s  was a b o lis h e d . Turkey 
w as g iv en  th e  r i g h t  to  c lo s e  th e  S t r a i t s  to  w a rsh ip s  i f  war 
seem ed a p o s s i b i l i t y .  Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p . 1434.

50I b id .  , p . 259.

51Ibid., p. 18.
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th e  Big T h re e  to  th e  P o l is h  C harge d 'A f f a i r e s  W ladyslaw  

M atw in:

The C harge i n  th e  S o v ie t  Union (K ennan) to  th e
P o l i s h  C harge in  th e  S o v ie t  U nion (Matwin)

MOSCOW, J u ly  2 3 , 1945.

DEAR MR. MATWIN: I  h av e  j u s t  b e e n  ask ed  by my
G overnm ent to  e f f e c t  d e l iv e r y  th ro u g h  you o f  th e  
fo l lo w in g  u rg e n t  and s e c r e t  m essage from  th e  P r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  P o l i s h  
G overnm ent o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity :

" I  h av e  th e  h o n o r, on b e h a l f  o f  th e  th re e  h e a d s  o f  
G overnm ent now i n  c o n fe re n c e  a t  P o tsdam , to  i n v i t e  th e  
P o l is h  G overnm ent to  send  two o r  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
i f  p o s s i b l e  by J u ly  24, to  s t a t e  to  th e  S e c r e ta ry  o f  
S ta te  f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  o f  th e  U n ite d  Kingdom, th e  
Com m issar o f  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  o f  th e  S o v ie t  Union a n d  th e  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica t h e i r  
views o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f th e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d .

(S ig n ed ) H arry  S. T rum an."

I  w o u ld  be g r a t e f u l  i f  you w ould be  good enough  to  
a r ra n g e  f o r  th e  im m ediate  t r a n s m is s io n  o f  t h i s  m essag e  
to  P r e s i d e n t  B i e r u t  and w o u ld  a d v is e  me as soon a s  he i s  
known t o  have r e c e iv e d  i t .  ,-0

V ery  s i n c e r e l y  y o u rs , [GEORGE F. KEENAN]^

52Ibid., pp. 1138-1139.



CHAPTER VII

THE SECOND WEEK AT POTSDAM, JULY 23 , 1945 , 

TO JULY 29 , 1945

B e r l i n —Monday, J u ly  2 3 , 1945

S tim son  r e c e iv e d  a  c a b le  from  H a r r i s o n .  L a te r  h e  

s e n t  one to  the  A c tin g  C hairm an o f  th e  I n te r im  C om m ittee.

A t 11 :00  A.M. S tim son  met w i th  P r e s id e n t  T ruman and showed 

him  th e  c a b le  from  H a r r is o n  and  a copy o f  one h e  had  s e n t  to  

H a r r is o n .  The P r e s id e n t  r e a d  th e  H a r r i s o n  c a b le  w hich 

l i s t e d  th e  p o s s ib le  t a r g e t s  i n  Japan

The A c tin g  Chairm an o f  th e  I n te r im  Com m ittee 
(H a rr iso n )  to  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  

War (S tim so n

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 23 J u ly  1945.

URGENT

WAR 36791. Top s e c r e t  S e c r e ta r y  o f  WAR EYES ONLY 
from  H a r r is o n .

R e fe re n c e  my WAR 35987 and y o u r  VICTORY 218 H iro ­
sh im a, K okura, N i ig a ta  i n  [ i s ? ]  o r d e r  o f  c h o ic e  h e r e . 2

U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  The C o n fe re n c e  o f  B e r l in  (The 
Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce) 1945, I I  (W ash in g to n : U n ite d  S ta te s
Governm ent P r in t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 0 ), p . 1 2 6 6 n - - fo o tn o te  3. 
H e r e a f te r  c i t e d  as  Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I .

2 I b i d . , p . 1374.
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The P r e s id e n t  th e n  re a d  h i s  S e c r e ta ry  o f  W ar 's  c a b le  

to  th e  A c tin g  Chairm an o f  th e  I n te r im  Com m ittee on th e  

p o s s ib l e  d a te  when th e  a tom ic  d e v ic e  c o u ld  be o p e r a t i o n a l :

The S e c r e ta r y  o f  War (S tim so n ) to  th e  A c tin g  
Chairm an o f  th e  I n te r im  Com m ittee 

(H a rr iso n )

TOP SECRET [BABELSBERG,] 23 J u ly  1945.

URGENT

VICTORY 218. To AGWar from  S tim son  to  Pasco  f o r  
H a r r i s o n [ ' ] s EYES ONLY.

R e fe re n c e  y o u r number WAR 35988. We a re  g r e a t l y  
p le a s e d  w i th  a p p a re n t  im provem ent in  tim in g  o f  
p a t i e n t [* ] s p r o g r e s s .  We assum e o p e r a t io n  may be  any 
tim e  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  o f  A ugust.

W henever i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  g ive  us a more d e f i n i t e  
d a te  p le a s e  im m e d ia te ly  a d v is e  us h e re  w here in fo rm a tio n  
i s  g r e a t l y  n ee d ed . A lso g iv e  name o f  p la c e  o r  a l t e r n a t e  
p l a c e s ,  a lw ays e x c lu d in g  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  p la c e  a g a in s t  
w h ich  I  have d e c id e d  [K yoto]. My d e c is io n  h as  been  
co n firm e d  by  h ig h e s t  a u th o r i ty .  3

The P r e s id e n t  and  h is  group  l e f t  f o r  th e  s e v e n th  

p le n a r y  m e e tin g . The m ee tin g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  a t  5 :1 0  

P .M .4

The ag en d a  f o r  th e  m ee tin g  in c lu d e d  fo u r  

c o n v e n t io n a l  t o p i c s :  T u rk ish  S t r a i t s ;  t r a n s f e r  to  th e

S o v ie t  U nion th e  c i t y  o f  K ie n ig sb e rg ; S y ria -L e b a n c n ; and  

I r a n .

The f i r s t  to p ic  was th e  T u rk ish  S t r a i t s .  The 

fo l lo w in g  map i n d i c a t e s  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  S t r a i t s .

3Ibid., p. 1373.
4Ibid. , p. 18.
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SOVIET U N IO N .
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R u ssian  s h ip s ,  in  o rd e r  to  re a c h  th e  M e d ite r re a n , m ust p a s s  

th ro u g h  t h i s  a r e a .  The map shows t h a t  Turkey b o rd e rs  th e  

S o v ie t  U nion i n  th e  w e s t and  B u lg a r ia  in  th e  e a s t .  S t a l i n  

s a id  i f  T urkey  d e s ir e d  t h e  p r o te c t io n  o f  a p eace  t r e a t y  she 

sh o u ld  ced e  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  K ars and  A rdahan, fo rm e r ly  in  

A rem enia and G eorg ia , w h ic h  a re  l o c a t e d  in  th e  S o v ie t  Union

^Jo h n  B. H a rr is o n  and R ic h a rd  E. S u l l iv a n ,  A S h o r t  
H is to ry  o f  W estern  C i v i l i z a t i o n  (New York: A lf r e d  A. K nopf,
1967), f r o n t p i e c e .
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( s e e  map on p . 9 8 ) .  P r e s id e n t  Truman s u g g e s te d  th a t  R u ss ia  

and  Turkey sh o u ld  s e t t l e  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e se  t e r r i t o r i e s  

th e m se lv e s . T h is  was a c c e p ta b le  to  S ta lin .* *

The n e x t  to p ic  was th e  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  S o v ie t  Union 

th e  c i t y  o f  K o en ig sb erg . I t  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  R u ss ia ,

S t a l i n  in d ic a te d ,  to  p o s s e s s  an i c e - f r e e  p o r t  b e c a u se  a l l  

p o r t s  on th e  B a l t i c  w ere f ro z e n  d u r in g  th e  w in t e r .  Truman 

r e p l i e d  he  was r e a d y  to  a g re e  in  p r i n c i p l e .  C h u r c h i l l  

s u p p o r te d  S t a l i n 's  r e q u e s t  to  have t h i s  c i t y  i n  th e  S o v ie t  

U n io n . ^

The n e x t  t o p ic  was th e  S y ria -L eb an o n  q u e s t io n .  B oth  

S y r ia  and  Lebanon e x p re s s e d  th e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  n a t i v e  tro o p s  

m ust b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e i r  command and  a l l  F ren ch  t ro o p s  

m ust b e  removed from  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r ie s  b e fo re  any 

d i s c u s s io n  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o u ld  b e g in .  A f te r  

much d is c u s s io n ,  S t a l i n  a g re e d  to  h av e  a  fo u r-p o w e r

^Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  pp . 3 01-305 .

^ I b i d . , p p . 305-306 . George F . Kennan w ro te  in  h i s  
m em oirs t h a t  th e  K o en ig sb e rg  e p iso d e  s ta n d s  a s  an exam ple o f  
A m erican ig n o ra n c e . S u p p o sed ly , th e  re a so n  f o r  S o v ie t  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  th e  c i t y  was th e  n eed  f o r  an i c e - f r e e  p o r t ,  
b u t  R u ss ia  a l r e a d y  had  th r e e  p o r ts  on th e  B a l t i c  t h a t  w ere 
v i r t u a l l y  i c e - f r e e :  W indau, L ib au , an d  B a l t i c  P o r t .
F u r th e rm o re , K o en ig sb erg  l i e s  49 k i lo m e te r s  from  th e  open 
s e a  a t  th e  end o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  c a n a l w hich i s  f ro z e n  
s e v e r a l  months o f  th e  y e a r  an d  m ust b e  k e p t o p en , i f  a t  a l l  
p o s s i b l e ,  by ic e b r e a k e r s .  The h a rb o r  i s  a c c e s s ib l e  o n ly  to  
m o d era te  s iz e  v e s s e l s  w ith  a  d r a f t  o f  no more th a n  tw en ty -  
f iv e  f e e t .  George F. Kennan, M em oirs: 1925-1950 (B o sto n :
L i t t l e ,  Brown and Company, 1 9 6 7 ), p p . 263-264 .
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c o n fe re n c e  com posed o f  R u s s ia ,  B r i t a i n ,  F ra n c e , and th e
g

U n ite d  S ta t e s  ta k e  up th e  m a t te r .

The l a s t  i te m  was I r a n .  The B r i t i s h ,  th e n ,

su b m itte d  a p r o p o s a l .  I t  r e a d :

P ro p o s a l  by th e  B r i t i s h  D e le g a tio n

SECRET
P. (TERMINAL) 16

PERSIA

MEMORANDUM BY THE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION

H is M a je s ty 's  Governm ent and th e  S o v ie t  Governm ent 
a r e  m a in ta in in g  t h e i r  t ro o p s  in  P e r s i a  by v i r t u e  o f  th e  
A n g lo - S o v ie t - P e r s ia r  T re a ty  o f  th e  2 9 th  June [J a n u a r y ] , 
1942, u n d e r  A r t i c l e  5 o f  w hich th e s e  f o rc e s  a re  to  be
w ith d raw n  fro m  P e r s ia  " nob  l a t e r  th a n  s i x  m onths a f t e r
a l l  h o s t i l i t i e s  betw een th e  A l l i e d  Powers and Germany 
and h e r  S a t e l l i t e s  had  b een  su sp e n d e d ."  H is M a je s ty 's  
Governm ent h a v e  s u g g e s te d  to  th e  S o v ie t  G overnm ent t h a t  
th e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s  sh o u ld  be w ith d raw n  from  P e r s i a  p a r i  
p a s s u  and  i n  s ta g e s  b e f o r e  th e  f i n a l  t r e a t y  d a te  i s  
re a c h e d . The S o v ie t  Governm ent have n o t ,  how ever, 
r e p l i e d .

2 . In  H is  M a je s ty ’ s G overnm en t's  view  th e  t im e  has  
now come f o r  th e  co m p le te  j o i n t  w ith d ra w a l o f  A l l i e d  
fo r c e s  from  P e r s i a  and th e y  p ro p o se  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u ld  
ta k e  p la c e  i n  th r e e  s ta g e s  as  f o l l o w s : - -

(1 ) B r i t i s h  and S o v ie t  fo rc e s  w ould  be w ith d ra w n  
c o m p le te ly  fro m  T eheran  a t  once;

(2 ) A f t e r  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  f i r s t  s ta g e ,  B r i t i s h  
and S o v ie t  t r o o p s  w ould be w ithdraw n  from  th e  w h o le  o f  
P e r s i a  e x c e p t  t h a t  B r i t i s h  tro o p s  w ould  rem ain  i n  Abadan 
and th e  s o u th e r n  o i l f i e l d s  a re a  and  S o v ie t  t ro o p s  w ould  
rem ain  in  a  zone in  e i t h e r  n o r th - e a s t  o r  n o r th - w e s t  
P e r s ia ;

(3 ) On th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  seco n d  s ta g e ,  B r i t i s h  
tro o p s  w ould  b e  w ithd raw n  from  Abadan and th e  o i l f i e l d s  
a r e a  i n  s o u th  P e r s i a  and  S o v ie t  t ro o p s  w ould be  w i t h ­
drawn from  th e  l a s t  a r e a  in  w hich t h e i r  tro o p s  w ere  
s t a t i o n e d  i n  e i t h e r  n o r th - e a s t  o r  n o r th - w e s t  P e r s i a .

8Ibid., pp. 306-308.
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3. I f  t h i s  p ro p o s a l  i s  a c c e p te d  th e  d e m a rc a tio n  o f  
th e  w ith d ra w a l zones can  b e  w orked  o u t  a f te r w a r d s .

BERLIN, 2 1 s t  J u ly ,  1 9 4 5 .9

P r e s id e n t  Truman s a id  h i s  c o u n try  was re a d y  to  

le a v e ;  how ever, he w an ted  to  g u a rd  th e  s u p p l ie s  d e s t in e d  to  

be u s e d  a g a in s t  J a p a n . C h u r c h i l l  was an x io u s  to  hav e  

B r i t i s h  tro o p s  v a c a te  th e  c o u n try .

C h u r c h i l l  th e n  m en tio n ed  th e  B r i t i s h  e l e c t i o n s . He 

in fo rm ed  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  he 

r e t u r n  f o r  th e  r e s u l t s .  The m e e tin g  was a d jo u rn e d  a t  7:00 

P .M .^  The P r e s id e n t  l e f t  f o r  h i s  q u a r t e r s . ^

B e r l in - -T u e s d a y , J u ly  24 , 1945

S e c r e ta ry  o f  War S tim son  c a l l e d  on P r e s id e n t  Truman 

a t  1 0 :2 0  A.M. H a r r is o n  had  s e n t  a  c a b le  to  S tim son  w hich 

a r r i v e d  Monday e v e n in g , J u ly  23 , 1945 . S tim son  showed th e  

P r e s id e n t  th e  c a b le  w hich  h ad  th e  d a te s  when th e  a to m ic  

d e v ic e  co u ld  be d ropped  on J a p a n . The c a b le  r e a d :

The A c tin g  Chairm an o f  th e  I n te r im  Com m ittee 
(H a rr iso n )  to  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  

War (S tim so n )

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, 23 J u ly  1945

OPERATIONAL PRIORITY

WAR 36792. S e c r e ta ry  o f  War EYES ONLY to p  s e c r e t  
from  H a r r is o n .

9I b i d . , pp . 1391-1392.

10I b i d . , pp . 304-311.

11I b i d . , pp . 18-19 .
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O p e ra tio n  may be p o s s ib le  any  tim e from  A ugust 1 
d ep end ing  on s t a t e  o f  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  p a t i e n t  and  
c o n d i t io n  o f  a tm o sp h e re . From p o i n t  o f  v iew  o f  p a t i e n t  
o n ly , some chance A ugust 1 to  3, good chance A ugust 4 to  
5 and b a r r in g  u n ex p e c ted  r e l a p s e  a lm o st c e r t a i n  b e f o re  
A ugust 10 .12

The P r e s id e n t  m et w ith  th e  P o l i s h  D e le g a tio n . L a te r  

in  th e  day , H arrim an drew up a  "TOP SECRET" memorandum o f  

t h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  f o r  th e  P r e s id e n t .  I t  re a d :

Memorandum by th e  A m bassador to  th e  
S o v ie t  Union (H arrim an)

TOP SECRET BABELSBERG, J u ly  2 4 , 1945.

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

S u b je c t :  P o land
Mr. B ie r u t  p r e s e n te d  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  P o l i s h  

D e le g a tio n  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  P o l i s h  c la im s to  th e  German 
t e r r i t o r y  as f a r  a s  th e  O der-Low er N e is se  l i n e  a lo n g  th e  
g e n e ra l  l i n e s  o f  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  to  th e  F o re ig n  
M in is te r s .  The P r e s id e n t  e x p la in e d  t h a t  he h ad  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  in  P o la n d  and i t s  f u tu r e  and w ould do a l l  he 
c o u ld  to  see  t h a t  th ey  g o t  j u s t i c e ;  on th e  o th e r  hand  in  

.. f ra n k n e s s  he p o in te d  o u t t h a t  he d id  n o t l i k e  th e  
a r b i t r a r y  manner i n  w hich th e  b o u n d ary  q u e s t io n  was 
b e in g  h a n d le d  by th e  S o v ie t  and P o l i s h  g o v ern m en ts .

He e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  t i t l e  w ou ld  n o t  be v a l i d  
u n le s s  ap p ro v ed  a t  th e  p e ac e  s e t t l e m e n t  and t h a t  a  
d isa g re e m e n t w ould  be a so u rc e  o f  t r o u b le  in  th e  f u tu r e .  
In  answ er to  B i e r u t 's  argum ent t h a t  i t  was German 
t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  was b e in g  ta k e n , th e  P r e s id e n t  p o in te d  
o u t  t h a t  u n d er ag reem en t th e r e  w ere  fo u r  o ccu p y in g  
c o u n t r ie s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  
Germany and t h a t  he d id  n o t  w ish  to  have a  f i f t h .  He 
f u r t h e r  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  F ran ce  m ig h t w ish  th e  Ruhr and 
th e  R h in e lan d  b u t  t h a t  th e r e  was no q u e s tio n  o f  any 
t e r r i t o r y  in  th e  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  Germany b e in g  g iv e n  to  
F ran ce  u n t i l  th e  m a t te r  c o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  i n  an 
o r d e r ly  way w ith  f u l l  a l l i e d  ag reem en t.

Mr. B ie r u t  s a i d  t h a t  h e  u n d e rs to o d  th e  l e g a l  p o in t  
o f  view  b u t  t h a t  th e r e  w ere many hom eless  p e o p le  who had  
to  be s e t t l e d  in  th e  new t e r r i t o r y  w hich a l l  a g re e d

12Ibid., p. 1374.
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P o lan d  was to  have in  co m p en sa tio n  fo r  th e  lo s s  o f  
t e r r i t o r y  in  th e  E a s t .  He spoke o f  th e  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  P o le s  
e a s t  o f  th e  Curzon L in e  and 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  P o le s  in  Germany 
o r  in  w e s te rn  E urope .

The c o n v e r s a t io n  ended  w ith  a  s ta te m e n t by th e  
P r e s id e n t  t h a t  th e  b o u n d ary  q u e s t io n  m ust be d e te rm in e d  
a t  th e  p eace  s e t t l e m e n t  and t h a t  i t  co u ld  n o t  be s e t t l e d  
h e r e .  As th e  P o le s  w ere f i f t e e n  m in u tes  l a t e ,  h a v in g  
b een  w ith  Prim e M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l ,  and as  th e  P r e s id e n t  
h ad  a m ee tin g  o f  th e  B ig  T h ree , th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  l a s t e d  
o n ly  f i f t e e n  to  tw en ty  m in u te s .

W A H[ARRIMAN]13 

P r e s id e n t  Truman, a f t e r  m e e tin g  w ith  th e  P o l i s h  

d e le g a t io n ,  l e f t  f o r  th e  e ig h th  p le n a r y  m eetin g  a t  4 :50  P.M. 

The A m erican d e le g a t io n  a r r i v e d  te n  m in u te s  l a t e r .  P r e s id e n t  

Truman c a l l e d  th e  m ee tin g  to  o rd e r  a t  5 :15  P .M .^

S t a l i n  w an ted  th e  c o n fe re n c e  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  

governm ents o f  H ungary, B u lg a r ia ,  and Rumania. The U n ite d  

N a tio n s , Truman p o in te d  o u t ,  a d m itte d  c o u n tr ie s  t h a t  had  

d e m o c ra tic  go v ern m en ts. S t a l i n  c o u n te re d  t h a t  A rg e n tin a  

h e ld  m em bership and h e r  governm ent was f a r  l e s s  d e m o c ra tic .

13 I b i d . ,  pp . 35 6 -3 5 7 . H arrim an  m en tio n ed  th e  Curzon 
L in e  in  t h i s  memorandum. "A p ro p o s a l  to  s e t t l e  th e  d is p u te d  
f r o n t i e r  betw een  P o lan d  and  R u ss ia  p u t  to  th e  P o le s  by 
[ B r i t i s h  Prim e M in is te r ]  L lo y d  George on J u ly  1 0 th ,  1920. 
S ub seq u en t c o rre sp o n d en c e  a b o u t th e  p ro p o sed  f r o n t i e r  was 
u n d e r ta k e n  by L ord  C urzon , th e  [ B r i t i s h ]  F o re ig n  S e c r e ta r y ,  
who th u s  gave h i s  name to  th e  l i n e  o f  d e m a rc a tio n . The l i n e  
s t r e t c h e d  from  Grodno, th ro u g h  B r e s t- L i to v s k  and  P rzem ysl to  
th e  C a rp a th ia n s ;  i t  w ould have e x c lu d e d  from P o la n d  la n d s  
p re d o m in a n tly  in h a b i te d  by W hite R u s s ia n s ,  U k ra in ia n s  and 
L i th u a n ia n s .  The P o le s  r e j e c t e d  th e  p ro p o s a l  and  s u b se ­
q u e n tly  s e c u re d  t e r r i t o r y  tw ic e  as  l a r g e  as t h a t  s u g g e s te d  
by L lo y d  G eorge. A f te r  th e  N a z i-S o v ie t  P a c t o f  1939, th e  
Curzon L in e  (w ith  m inor v a r i a t i o n s )  became th e  boundary  
betw een  th e  German and R u ss ia n  s p h e re s  o f  o c c u p a t io n ."
A. W. P a lm er, A D ic t io n a ry  o f  Modem H is to ry  1789-1945 
(London: B a r r ie  & J e n k in s ,  1 ^ 7 8 ), p . 76.

^ Potsdam Papers, II, p. 19.
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D is c u s s io n  c o n tin u e d  and f i n a l l y  a t  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  

P r e s id e n t  Truman t h i s  to p ic  was a g a in  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e i r  

f o r e ig n  m i n i s t e r s . ^

The P r e s id e n t  s a id  th e  c o n fe re n c e  w ould have to  

f i n i s h  i t s  w ork in  a  week to  te n  days and i s s u e  a 

communique. He p ro p o sed  t h e i r  f o r e ig n  m in i s t e r s  s e t  up a 

com m ittee  t o  d r a f t  o n e . T h is  communique w ould  be r e l e a s e d  

to  th e  p u b l i c .  The e ig h th  p le n a ry  m ee tin g  a d jo u rn e d  a t  

7 :3 0  P .M .16

Truman In fo rm s S t a l i n  A bout th e  A tom ic Bomb

Im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  e ig h th  p le n a r y  m ee tin g ,

P r e s id e n t  Truman w en t over to  S t a l i n  and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,

V la d im ir  P a v lo v , to  in fo rm  th e  R u ss ian  a b o u t th e  a to m ic  
17bomb. Truman w ro te  in  h i s  m em oirs: "On J u ly  24 I

15H a rry  S. Truman, Y ear o f  D e c is io n s  Memoirs by
H a rry  S. Trum an (New York: S ig n e t  p a p e rb a c k , 1965) , p .  423 .
H e r e a f te r  c i t e d  as Truman, M em oirs, I .

16I b i d . , p p . 367-368.

1 ‘̂ T here i s  some d isa g re e m e n t i f  th e  P r e s id e n t  had 
h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  C h a rle s  B oh len , a t  th e  m e e tin g  w ith  S t a l i n  
and  th e  S o v ie t  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  V la d im ir  P av lo v . The e d i t o r s  o f  
th e  Potsdam  P a p e r s . I I ,  qu o te  from  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  B y rn e s ' 
A l l  in  One L i f e t i m e , p . 300, t h a t  B ohlen  was w ith  th e  
P r e s id e n t .  In  1956 S ta te  D epartm ent h i s t o r i a n s  h ad  a 
c o n fe re n c e  w i th  th e  P r e s id e n t  and he s a id  B ohlen  was w ith
h im . In  a 1960 c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  S ta te  D epartm en t
h i s t o r i a n s  th e  e d i t o r s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  w ro te :  
"B o h len  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  Truman waTked o v e r  to  
S t a l i n  a lo n e ,  in  o r d e r  to  g iv e  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  a  more 
c a s u a l  f l a v o r ,  and t h a t  P av lo v  d id  th e  i n t e r p r e t i n g . "
P o tsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p.  37 8 n - - fo o tn o te  2 f o r  th e  h e a d in g , 
"TRUMAN-STALIN CONVERSATION, TUESDAY, JULY 24 , 1945, 7 :30 
P .M ."
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c a s u a l ly  m en tio n ed  to  S t a l i n  t h a t  we h ad  a  new weapon o f  

u n u su a l d e s t r u c t iv e  f o r c e .  The R u ss ia n  P re m ie r  showed no 

s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t .  A l l  he s a id  was t h a t  he was g la d  to  h e a r  

i t  and hoped  we w ould make 'good  u se  o f  i t  a g a in s t  th e  

Ja p a n e se . '

T here  was no n e e d  to  a sk  a  q u e s t io n  o f  P r e s id e n t

Truman a b o u t th e  bomb, f o r  S t a l i n  a l r e a d y  knew ab o u t i t .
19His s p ie s  a t  Los Alam os, New M exico, k e p t  him  in fo rm ed .

Georgy K o n s ta n tin o v ic h  Zhukov, Commander in  C h ie f  o f  th e

S o v ie t F o rc e s  o f  O ccup ied  Germany, w ro te  in  h i s  m em oirs t h a t

when t h e i r  d e le g a t io n  r e tu r n e d  to  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  S t a l i n

o rd e re d  I g o r  N. K u rch a to v  to  have h i s  r e s e a r c h  group
20a c c e le r a te  i t s  s tu d y  o f  th e  atom.

B erlin --W ed n esd ay , J u ly  25 , 1945

P r e s id e n t  Truman c a l l e d  th e  n i n t h  p le n a ry  m e e tin g  to  
21o rd e r  a t  1 1 :0 0  A.M. T r a n s fe r  o f  p o p u la t io n s  was 

d is c u s s e d . Prim e M in is te r  C h u rc h il l  i n i t i a t e d  d is c u s s io n  on 

th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o p u la t io n  from  Germany, C z e c h o s lo v a k ia , and 

P o land . The P o le s ,  he s a id ,  w ere b e in g  ta k e n  o u t o f  an

18 Truman, M em oirs, I ,  p . 458.
19M arg are t Truman, H arry  S. Truman (New Y ork:

W illiam  Morrow Company, 1 9 7 3 ), p . 276.
20 G. K. Zhukov, The Memoirs o f  Zhukov (New Y ork: 

D e la c o r te  P r e s s ,  1971, f i r s t  E n g lis h  e d i t i o n ) , p . 675 .
21Potsdam Papers, II, p. 20.
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o c c u p a tio n  zone w hich was p a r t  o f  th e  R u ss ian  zo n e . T h is

sh o u ld  n o t o c c u r ,  he p o in te d  o u t ,  u n le s s  some c o n s id e r a t io n

was g iv e n  to  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  food and o th e r  m a t te r s .

S t a l i n  found n o th in g  w rong w i th  th e  P o le s  e x t r a c t i n g  a

m easure o f  rev en g e  on th e  Germ ans. P r e s id e n t  Truman

e x p re s s e d  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  to  t h i s  p o l ic y  and b e l ie v e d  th e

p eace  c o n fe re n c e  sh o u ld  d e c id e  th e  G erm an -P o lish  f r o n t i e r .

D is c u ss io n  c o n tin u e d  and f i n a l l y  th e  n i n t h  p le n a ry  m ee tin g

a d jo u rn e d  a t  1 2 :00  noon. The c o n fe re n c e  was in  r e c e s s  u n t i l
22th e  B r i t i s h  d e le g a t io n  r e t u r n e d  from  London.

The P r e s id e n t  and  h i s  group r e tu r n e d  to  t h e i r  

q u a r t e r s  a f t e r  th e  m e e tin g . W hile th e  P r e s id e n t  d in e d ,

James Clem ent Dunn, A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  a lo n g  w ith  

W. A v e r i l l  H arrim an , m et w i th  S ta n is la w  M ik o la jc z y k , D eputy 

Prim e M in is te r  i n  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  Government o f  

N a tio n a l  U n ity .

The D eputy Prim e M in i s t e r  h an d ed  o v er to  th e  

A m ericans th r e e  memoranda. The P o le s  w a n te d , a s  m en tio n ed  

in  th e  memoranda, th e  S o v ie t  tro o p s  and  th e  NKVD to  le a v e  

th e  c o u n try . The NKVD was th e  P e o p le 's  C o m m issaria t f o r  

I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  (S o v ie t  U n io n ). The memoranda r e a d :

22Ibid., pp. 382-388.
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Minister (Mikolajczyk)

[T ra n s la t io n ]

SECRET [BABELSBERG,] J u ly  24 , 1945.

P o la n d  i s  to  b e  s t r o n g ,  f r e e ,  in d e p e n d e n t  and 
s o v e re ig n .  P o la n d  i s  to  l i v e  in  a l l i a n c e  w ith  S o v ie t  
R u s s ia ,  w ith  G re a t  B r i t a in  and F ra n c e , and  in  f r i e n d s h ip  
w ith  t h e  U n ited  S ta t e s  and  th e  S lav  c o u n t r i e s .

T h is  i s  p o s s ib l e  on t h e  fo llo w in g  c o n d i t io n s :

(1 )  The S o v ie t  fo rc e s  and  the NKVD s h o u ld  q u i t  th e  
t e r r i t o r i e s  a c c o rd e d  to , an d  d e l im i te d  f o r ,  th e  P o l i s h  
S t a t e .

(2 )  The P o l i s h  Army i s  to  become a  n a t i o n a l  arm y.
(3 )  The s o - c a l l e d  S e c u r i ty  s h o u ld  c e a s e  to  t e r r o r i z e  

th e  com m unity.
(4 )  The d m ig rd s  and P o l i s h  tro o p s  s h o u ld  r e t u r n  

s w i f t l y ,  and e l e c t i o n s  s h o u ld  be h e l d ,  b e f o re  w hich  th e  
w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r s  sh o u ld  b e  s e t t l e d .

(5 ) There s h o u ld  be freedom  o f t h e  P re s s  and  freed o m  
o f  c o n c o u rse  and  th e  g e n u in e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  f i v e  
P a r t i e s  in  P o la n d . The P .P .R . ( th e  P o l i s h  L abor P a r ty  
o r  r e a l l y ,  th e  Communist P a r ty )  does e n jo y  th e s e  f r e e ­
doms, th e  P .P .S . (P o lis h  S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty )  o n ly  e n jo y s  
them i n  p a r t ,  w h i l s t  th e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  i s  a t  t h i s  
moment more o r  l e s s  an e x te n s io n  o f  t h e  P .P .R .

The P e a s a n t 's  P a r ty , th a n k s  to  w h ic h  th e  P r o v is io n a l  
Governm ent o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity  has b een  form ed and th e  
P o l i s h  G overnm ent re c o g n iz e d , does n o t  have freedom  o f  
a c t i o n ,  n o r  does th e  L abor P a r ty .

(6 )  P e rs o n a l  freedom  a n d  th e  r i g h t  o f  p r o p e r ty  
sh o u ld  b e  s a fe g u a rd e d  w i th in  the  fram ew ork  o f  th e  la w .

(7 )  The e l e c t i o n s  s h o u ld  take p l a c e  a t  th e  l a t e s t  in  
December o r  F e b ru a ry  on th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  law s 
r e s u l t i n g  from  t h e  1921 c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T here m ust be  
found a  m ethod o f  e n s u r in g  th e  f a i r n e s s  o f  th e  
e l e c t i o n s .  F a i r  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  im p o s s ib le  as lo n g  a s  
S o v ie t  tro o p s  a n d  th e  NKVD rem ain in  P o la n d . E l e c t io n s  
on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  1921 c o n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  re n d e re d  
im p o s s ib le  by i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  e l e c t o r a l  
sy stem . These fo llo w  th e  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  PKWN 
( t r a n s l a t o r ' s  n o t e :  P o l i s h  Committee o f  N a tio n a l
L i b e r a t i o n ) ,  w h ich  was b a s e d  on th e  1921  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
and th e y  in t ro d u c e  a r t i f i c i a l  m a j o r i t i e s  by th e  
a p p o in tm e n t- -b e s id e  the p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s - - o f  v a r io u s  
p r o f e s s io n a l  and  s o c ia l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w h ich  a re  a d ju n c ts  
o f  a p a r t y  a l r e a d y  p o s s e s s in g  i t s  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  
P a r l ia m e n t  (Sejm ) .
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Memorandum by the Polish Deputy Prime
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[ T r a n s la t io n ]

[U n d a te d .]

(? )  As to  [To add  to  ( ? ) ]  th e  p r e c e d in g  n o te  from  
w hich i t  fo llo w s  t h a t  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  o f  th e  d is p u te  one 
sh o u ld  n o t  l i m i t  h im s e l f  by th e  r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll 
t e r r i t o r y  w hich  anyway w ith  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  R u ss ia  may by 
th e  f o rc e  o f  f a c t s  a p p e a r  to  b e  in c lu d e d  i n  P o lan d .

At t h i s  moment th e  s t r u g g le  i s  a b o u t th e  in d ep en d en ce  
and  s o v e re ig n ty  o f  P o la n d , and  th e  d i s p u te  a b o u t b o r d e r s  
u n le s s  i t  i s  p re d e te rm in e d  i s  a n o th e r  p ro b le m .

To s a v e  th e  in d ep en d en ce  o f  P o lan d  th e  t e r r i t o r y  
sh o u ld  b e  d e te rm in e d  ( e s t a b l i s h e d ? )  and th e  e l e c t i o n s  
sh o u ld  ta k e  p la c e  as  soon a s  p o s s ib l e .

At th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  th e  c o n d i t io n s  c o u ld  
be  p u t  fo rw a rd ,
And so :

1. E le c t io n s - - f r e e d o m  f o r  p a r t i e s  and  f o r  p r e s s ,
e v e n tu a l ly  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  e l e c t i o n s .

2. Removal o f  th e  S o v ie t  t ro o p s  and  NKVD.
3. R e tu rn  and h e lp  f o r  r e t u r n  o f  P o l i s h  army from  

th e  W est i n  a  w hole and a l l  dm ig rds in  g e n e r a l .
4 . H elp  in  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  P o le s  fro m  th e  E a s t .
5 . Im m ediate  s to p  o f  d ism em bering  ( ta k in g  to

p ie c e s )  o f  f a c t o r i e s  and  d i s j o i n i n g  th e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  
on th e  t e r r i t o r y  g iv e n  to  P o la n d  and f u l l  c o n t r o l  by 
P o lan d  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  econom ic and  com m unications 
a d m in i s t r a t io n .

The S o v ie t  t r a n s p o r t  th ro u g h  P o l i s h  t e r r i t o r y  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  a  p la n  p r e s e n te d  by P o l i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s .

P o lan d  i s  to  ta k e  p a r t  i n  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  to  E urope 
b y  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  p ro d u c tio n  and  l a t e r  by  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c ts .  T h e re fo re  P o lan d  m u st be c o m p le te ly  f r e e d  and 
can  n o t b e  ham pered from  in s id e  by s e n s e l e s s  d i s ­
m em bering o f  i n d u s t r i a l  o b j e c t s ,  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  and by 
d e p r iv in g  i t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m ach in ery  a n d  l i v e s t o c k .



113
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[T ra n s la t io n ]

[BABELSBERG,] J u ly  24 , 1945.

SECRET

P o lan d , in  o r d e r  to  s a fe g u a rd  h e r  e x i s t e n c e ,  
developm en t, and in d ep e n d e n ce , m u s t - - a f t e r  th e  l o s s  o f  
t e r r i t o r i e s  in  th e  E a s t ,  ( to  w hich  lo s s  th e  p o p u la t io n  
can n o t p h y s ic a l ly  r e c o n c i l e  i t s e l f )  a c q u ir e  i n  th e  w e s t,  
th e  f r o n t i e r  o f  th e  N ie s s e ,  S t e t t i n  and th e  D e l ta .

T h is  f r o n t i e r  sh o u ld  be d e te rm in e d  im m e d ia te ly  f o r  
th e  fo llo w in g  m ain r e a s o n s :

(a )  The p o p u la t io n  e a s t  o f  th e  Curzon L in e , i f  i t  i s  
n o t  to  p e r i s h  f o r  e v e r ,  m ust be b o ld ly  e n co u rag ed  to  
r e tu r n  and t r a n s f e r  to  W estern  P o lan d .

(b) The p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  w e s t m ust be  r e p a t r i a t e d  
w ith  u tm o st sp e ed , and th e  W estern  T e r r i r o t i e s  m ust 
ab so rb  i t ;  th e  d a te  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n s  i s  c o n t in g e n t  on 
t h e i r  s w i f t  r e t u r n .

(c )  I f  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  h ad  to  be  d e p e n d en t on a 
t a r d i e r  f ix i n g  o f  th e  f r o n t i e r s , th e n  th e r e  w ould be  no 
p o s s i b i l i t y  e i t h e r  o f  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o p u la t io n  from  th e  
e a s t  o r  th e  w e s t ,  o r  o f  h o ld in g  e l e c t i o n s  t h e r e .  S o v ie t  
A rm ies w ould s ta n d  as  h o s ts  in  th o s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  and  
P o lan d  w ould  lo s e  th e  chance o f  d i r e c t i n g  h e r  own 
n a t io n a l  economy w i th in  th e  a r e a  o f  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .
The p a r t i a l  h o ld in g  o f  e l e c t i o n s ,  a f t e r  th e  lo s s e s  e a s t  
o f  th e  Curzon L in e  and w ith o u t  th e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  th e  
w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r s  w ould  o n ly  c o v e r  a  sm a ll p o r t i o n  o f  
th e  c o u n t r y 's  t e r r i t o r y .

(d) T h is  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  w ould  n o t  o n ly  o v e rth ro w  
th e  S ta t e  sy s te m  o f  economy, b u t  i t  w ould  r e n d e r  
im p o ss ib le  any n o r m a l i s a t io n  o f  c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  
c o u n try , w hich  m ig h t p r e ju d ic e  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  
S t a t e 's  in d ep en d en ce  o r  o f  i t s  sy stem .

(e )  The la c k  o f  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  
w es t o f  p o p u la t io n  from  th e  o v ercrow ded  c e n t r a l  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  P o lan d , le a d s  to  th e  p a r c e l l a t i o n  o f  
p e a s a n t  farm  h o ld in g s  and  e s t a t e s  i n s i d e  P o la n d , how ever 
h e a l th y  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  c o u n try ,  and 
i t  w i l l  n o t  be p o s s ib le  to  e f f e c t  a  r e c o v e ry .

( f )  I f  P o lan d  does n o t  ta k e  o v e r  th e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  
soon , th e n  th e r e  w i l l  be no p o in t  in  a  l a t e r  o c c u p a tio n  
o f  th e s e  d e r e l i c t  a r e a s . 23

23Ibid., pp. 1128-1130; 1140-1141.
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B e r l i n — T h u rsd ay , J u ly  26, 1945

P r e s id e n t  Truman and h i s  group l e f t  i n  th e  m orn ing

f o r  F r a n k fu r t ,  Germany, to  i n s p e c t  th e  A m erican f a c i l i t i e s .

The p r e s i d e n t i a l  p a r t y  r e tu r n e d  t h a t  ev en in g . A t 1 0 :0 0  P.M.

P r e s id e n t  Truman, B r i t i s h  P rim e M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l ,  and
24G e n e ra liss im o  C h iang  K a i-sh e k  i s s u e d  a p ro c la m a tio n . T h is 

was a w a rn in g  to  J a p a n  to  s u r r e n d e r  o r  face  th e  

co n seq u en ces.

The fo l lo w in g  docum ents t r a c e  the  o r i g i n s  o f  t h i s  

p ro c la m a tio n , th e  s e c u r in g  o f  th e  s ig n a tu r e  o f  Chiang 

K a i-sh e k  and  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  th e  p ro c la m a tio n .

On J u ly  2 , 1945 , S e c r e ta r y  o f  War H enry L. S tim so n  

s e n t  to  P r e s id e n t  Truman a c o v e r  l e t t e r  w ith  two e n c lo s u r e s .  

The P r e s id e n t  had  r e q u e s te d ,  a s  n o te d  in  S tim so n 1s l e t t e r ,  

recom m endations on th e  p ro p o se d  w a rn in g  to  J a p a n . The f i r s t  

e n c lo s u re  d e a ls  w i th  Japan an d  th e  f i n a l  e n c lo s u re  i s  a  

p ro p o sed  d r a f t  o f  t h e  p ro c la m a tio n :

The S e c r e ta r y  o f  War (S tim son) 
to  th e  P r e s id e n t

TOP SECRET [WASHINGTON,] J u ly  2 , 1945.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I  am e n c lo s in g  h e re w ith  a
memorandum to  y o u  on th e  m a t t e r  o f  the p ro p o se d  w a rn in g  
to  J a p a n , a s u b j e c t  w hich I  hav e  h e r e to f o r e  d is c u s s e d  
w ith  you. I  h a v e  t r i e d  to  s t a t e  as s u c c in c t ly  as  
p o s s ib le  how th e  m a tte r  l i e s  in  my mind, an d  in  th e  
c o u rse  o f  p r e p a r in g  the  memorandum, I have c o n s u l te d  
w ith  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  Navy [Jam es F o r r e s t a l ]  and th e  
A c tin g  S e c r e ta ry  o f  S ta te  [Jo se p h  C. G rew ], each  o f  whom

24Ibid., pp. 20-21.
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h a s  ap p ro v ed  th e  te n o r  o f  th e  memorandum and  has  
s u b s c r ib e d  to  th e  recom m endations c o n ta in e d  in  i t .

I  have a l s o  had  p re p a re d  a  p ro p o sed  form  o f  
p ro c la m a tio n  w hich h a s  been  d is c u s s e d  w ith  r e p r e s e n ta ­
t i v e s  o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent and  th e  Navy D ep artm en t, 
as  w e l l  as  w i th  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  G enera l S t a f f  b u t  w hich  
h a s  n o t  been  p la c e d  i n  f i n a l  fo rm  o r  in  any se n se  
ap p ro v ed  as a  f i n a l  docum ent by  th e  S e c r e ta ry  o f  S ta t e  
o r  th e  S e c r e ta ry  o f  Navy o r  th e  J o i n t  C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f .
I t  h a s  been  d r a f t e d  m ere ly  to  p u t  on p a p e r  so m eth ing  
w hich  w ould g iv e  us some id e a  o f  how a w a rn in g  o f  th e  
c h a r a c te r  we have in  m ind m ig h t a p p e a r . You w i l l  n o te  
t h a t  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  w ith o u t  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  
employment o f  any new weapon. Of co u rse  i t  w ould  have 
to  b e  revam ped to  conform  to  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  such  a 
weapon i f  th e  w arn in g  w ere to  be  d e l iv e r e d ,  as  w ould 
a lm o s t c e r t a i n l y  be th e  c a s e , i n  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  i t s  
u s e .

As th e s e  p a p e rs  w ere p r im a r i l y  p re p a re d  as  a 
p o s s ib le  back g ro u n d  f o r  some o f  y o u r  d is c u s s io n s  a t  th e  
fo rth c o m in g  c o n fe re n c e , t h i s  ad d ed  e lem en t was n o t  
in c lu d e d ,  b u t  a  s u i t a b l e  p r o v is io n  co u ld  be r e a d i l y  
added  a t  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  tim e .

I  s h a l l  c o n tin u e  to  d is c u s s  t h i s  m a t te r  w ith  th e  
S e c r e ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  and  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  Navy, as w e l l  
as w ith  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f  th e  J o in t  C h ie fs  o f  
S t a f f ,  and w i l l  o f  c o u rse  keep you  c u r r e n t ly  in fo rm ed  o f  
any f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t io n s  we may h a v e .

F a i t h f u l l y  y o u rs , HENRY L STIMSON

[E n c lo su re  1]

The S e c r e ta ry  o f  War (S tim son) 
to  th e  P r e s id e n t

TOP SECRET [WASHINGTON,] J u ly  2 , 1945.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

PROPOSED PROGRAM FOR JAPAN

1. The p la n s  o f  o p e r a t io n  up to  and in c lu d in g  th e  
f i r s t  la n d in g  have b een  a u th o r iz e d  and th e  p r e p a r a t io n s  
a re  now a c t u a l l y  g o ing  on . T h is  s i t u a t i o n  was a c c e p te d  
by a l l  members o f  y o u r c o n fe re n c e  on Monday, June 1 8 th .

2 . T here i s  r e a so n  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  o p e r a t io n  
f o r  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  Jap an  fo l lo w in g  th e  la n d in g  may 
be a  v e ry  lo n g , c o s t l y  and a rd u o u s  s tr u g g le  on o u r  p a r t .  
The t e r r a i n ,  much o f  w hich  I  h av e  v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,
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h a s  l e f t  th e  im p re s s io n  on my memory o f  b e in g  one w hich  
w ould be s u s c e p t ib le  to  a  l a s t  d i t c h  d e fe n s e  such  a s  has  
b een  made on Iwo Jim a and Okinawa and w h ich  o f  c o u r s e  i s
v e ry  much l a r g e r  th a n  e i t h e r  o f  th o se  two a r e a s .
A cco rd in g  to  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  i t  w i l l  be much more 
u n fa v o ra b le  w ith  r e g a rd  to  ta n k  m an eu v erin g  th a n  e i t h e r  
th e  P h i l ip p in e s  o r  Germany.

3 . I f  we once la n d  on one o f  th e  m ain  i s l a n d s  and  
b e g in  a  f o r c e f u l  o c c u p a tio n  o f  Ja p a n , we s h a l l  p ro b a b ly  
have c a s t  th e  d ie  o f  l a s t  d i t c h  r e s i s t a n c e .  The 
J a p a n e se  a r e  h ig h ly  p a t r i o t i c  and  c e r t a i n l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  
to  c a l l s  f o r  f a n a t i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  to  r e p e l  an in v a s io n .  
Once s t a r t e d  in  a c tu a l  in v a s io n ,  we s h a l l  in  my o p in io n  
have to  go th ro u g h  w i th  an ev en  more b i t t e r  f i n i s h  
f i g h t  th a n  i n  Germany. We s h a l l  in c u r  th e  lo s s e s  
in c id e n t  to  such  a w ar and we s h a l l  h av e  to  le a v e  th e
Ja p a n e se  i s l a n d s  even  more th o ro u g h ly  d e s tr o y e d  th a n  was
th e  c a se  w i th  Germany. T h is w ould be due b o th  to  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  Ja p a n e se  and  German p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  
and th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  s i z e  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  
t e r r a i n  th ro u g h  w hich th e  o p e r a t io n s  w i l l  ta k e  p l a c e .

4 . A q u e s t io n  th e n  comes: I s  th e r e  any a l t e r n a t i v e  
to  such  a  f o r c e f u l  o c c u p a tio n  o f  Jap an  w h ich  w i l l  s e c u re  
f o r  us th e  e q u iv a le n t  o f  an u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  o f  
h e r  f o r c e s  and  a  p erm anen t d e s t r u c t io n  o f  h e r  pow er 
a g a in  to  s t r i k e  an a g g re s s iv e  blow  a t  th e  "p eace  o f  th e  
P a c i f i c ? "  I  am in c l i n e d  to  th in k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  enough  
such  ch an ce  to  make i t  w e ll  w o rth w h ile  o u r  g iv in g  them
a w a rn in g  o f  w hat i s  to  come and a d e f i n i t e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  c a p i t u l a t e .  As above s u g g e s te d , i t  s h o u ld  be t r i e d  
b e fo re  th e  a c tu a l  f o r c e f u l  o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  hom eland 
i s l a n d s  i s  begun and  fu r th e rm o re  th e  w a rn in g  s h o u ld  b e  
g iv e n  in  am ple tim e to  p e rm it  a  n a t io n a l  r e a c t io n  to  s e t  
i n .

We h av e  th e  fo llo w in g  enorm ously  f a v o r a b le  f a c t o r s  
on o u r s i d e - - f a c t o r s  much w e ig h t ie r  th a n  th o s e  we h ad  
a g a in s t  Germany:

Jap a n  h a s  no a l l i e s .
H er n av y  i s  n e a r ly  d e s tro y e d  and sh e  i s  v u ln e r a b le  

to  a  s u r f a c e  and u n d e rw a te r  b lo c k a d e  w h ich  can d e p r iv e  
h e r  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  food  and s u p p l ie s  f o r  h e r  p o p u la t io n .

She i s  t e r r i b l y  v u ln e r a b le  to  o u r c o n c e n t r a te d  a i r  
a t t a c k  upon h e r  crow ded c i t i e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and  fo o d  
r e s o u r c e s .

She h a s  a g a in s t  h e r  n o t  o n ly  th e  A nglo -A m erican  
f o rc e s  b u t  th e  r i s i n g  f o rc e s  o f  China an d  th e  om inous 
t h r e a t  o f  R u s s ia .

We hav e  g r e a t  m oral s u p e r i o r i t y  th ro u g h  b e in g  th e  
v ic t im  o f  h e r  f i r s t  sn eak  a t t a c k .
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The p ro b lem  i s  t o  t r a n s l a t e  th e se  a d v a n ta g e s  i n t o  
p rom pt and eco n o m ica l ach iev em en t o f  o u r  o b j e c t i v e s .  I  
b e l ie v e  Ja p a n  i £  s u s c e p t ib le  t o  re a so n  i n  such a c r i s i s  
t o  a  much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  th a n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by o u r  
c u r r e n t  p r e s s  and o t h e r  c u r r e n t  comment. Japan i s  n o t  a 
n a t i o n  com posed w h o lly  o f mad f a n a t i c s  o f  an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  m e n ta l i ty  from  o u r s .  On th e  c o n tr a ry ,  s h e  has 
w i th in  th e  p a s t  c e n tu r y  shown h e r s e l f  to  p o sse ss  
e x tre m e ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e o p le , c a p a b le  i n  an 
u n p re c e d e n te d ly  s h o r t  tim e o f  a d o p tin g  n o t  on ly  th e  
c o m p lic a te d  te c h n iq u e  o f  O c c id e n ta l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b u t  to  
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e x te n t  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
a n d  s o c ia l  id e a s .  H er advance i n  a l l  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s  
d u r in g  th e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  s i x t y  o r  s e v e n ty  y e a rs  h a s  
b e e n  one o f  th e  m ost a s to u n d in g  f e a t s  o f  n a t io n a l  
p r o g re s s  i n  h i s t o r y — a  leap  fro m  th e  i s o l a t e d  fe u d a l is m  
o f  c e n tu r ie s  in to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  one o f  th e  s ix  o r  
s e v e n  g r e a t  powers o f  th e  w o r ld .  She h a s  n o t o n ly  b u i l t  
up p o w erfu l arm ies an d  n a v ie s . She has  m a in ta in e d  an  
h o n e s t  and e f f e c t i v e  n a t io n a l  f in a n c e  an d  r e s p e c te d  
p o s i t i o n  i n  many o f  t h e  s c ie n c e s  in  w h ich  we p r id e  o u r ­
s e lv e s .  P r i o r  to  th e  f o r c ib l e  s e iz u re  o f  power o v e r  h e r  
governm ent b y  th e  f a n a t i c a l  m i l i t a r y  g ro u p  in  1931, she 
h a d  fo r  te n  y e a rs  l i v e d  a re a s o n a b ly  r e s p o n s ib le  a n d  
r e s p e c t a b l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i f e .

My own o p in io n  i s  i n  h e r f a v o r  on t h e  two p o i n t s  
in v o lv e d  in  t h i s  q u e s t io n .

a . I  t h in k  th e  Ja p a n e se  n a t i o n  has th e  m en ta l 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  and v e r s a t i l e  c a p a c i ty  in  su c h  a c r i s i s  to  
r e c o g n iz e  t h e  f o l l y  o f  a  f i g h t  to  th e  f i n i s h  and t o  
a c c e p t  th e  p r o f f e r  o f  w hat w i l l  amount to  an 
u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r ;  and

b . I  t h in k  she h a s  w ith in  h e r  p o p u la t io n  enough 
l i b e r a l  l e a d e r s  (a l th o u g h  now subm erged b y  the  
t e r r o r i s t s )  to  be depended  upon f o r  h e r  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  
a s  a  r e s p o n s ib le  member o f th e  fa m ily  o f  n a t io n s .  I  
t h i n k  she i s  b e t t e r  i n  th i s  l a s t  r e s p e c t  th a n  Germany 
w a s . Her l i b e r a l s  y i e ld e d  o n ly  a t  th e  p o i n t  o f  th e  
p i s t o l  and, so f a r  a s  I  am a w a re , t h e i r  l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e  
h a s  n o t b een  p e r s o n a l ly  s u b v e r te d  in  th e  way w hich  was 
so  g e n e ra l i n  Germany.

On th e  o th e r  h an d , I  th in k  t h a t  th e  a t te m p t to  
e x te rm in a te  h e r  a rm ie s  and h e r  p o p u la t io n  by g u n f i r e  o r  
o t h e r  means w i l l  te n d  t o  p ro d u ce  a f u s io n  o f  ra c e  
s o l i d i t y  and  a n t ip a th y  which h a d  no a n a lo g y  in  th e  c a s e  
o f  Germany. We have a  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  c r e a t i n g ,  i f  
p o s s i b l e ,  a  c o n d i t io n  w h ere in  t h e  J a p a n e se  n a t io n  may 
l i v e  as a p e a c e f u l  and  u s e fu l  member o f  th e  fu tu r e  
P a c i f i c  com munity.
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5 . I t  i s  th e r e f o r e  my c o n c lu s io n  th a t  a c a r e f u l l y  
tim ed  w arn in g  be g iv en  to  J a p a n  by th e  c h ie f  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  G reat B r i t a i n ,  
C hina and , i f  th e n  a b e l l i g e r e n t ,  R u s s ia , c a l l i n g  upon 
Jap an  to  s u r r e n d e r  and to  p e r m it  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  h e r  
c o u n try  in  o r d e r  to  in s u re  i t s  com ple te  d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  
f o r  th e  sake  o f  th e  f u tu r e  p e a c e .

T h is  w arn in g  sh o u ld  c o n ta in  th e  fo llo w in g  e le m e n ts  :

The v a r ie d  and overw helm ing c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  fo rc e  
we a r e  a b o u t to  b r in g  to  b e a r  on th e  i s la n d s .

The i n e v i t a b i l i t y  and c o m p le te n e ss  o f  th e  d e s t r u c ­
t io n  w hich  th e  f u l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  fo rc e  w i l l  
e n t a i l .

The d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  a l l i e s  to  d e s tro y  
p e rm a n e n tly  a l l  a u th o r i ty  a n d  in f lu e n c e  o f  th o s e  who 
have d e c e iv e d  and  m is le d  th e  c o u n try  in to  em barking  on 
w o rld  c o n q u e s t .

The d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  a l l i e s  to  l im i t  Ja p a n e se  
s o v e re ig n ty  to  h e r  main i s l a n d s  and to  re n d e r  them 
p o w e rle ss  to  m ount and s u p p o r t  a n o th e r  w ar.

The d isav o w a l o f  any a t te m p t  to  e x t i r p a te  th e  
J a p a n e se  as  a  r a c e  o r  to  d e s t r o y  them  as  a n a t io n .

A s ta te m e n t  o f  o u r  r e a d in e s s ,  once h e r  economy i s  
p u rg ed  o f  i t s  m i l i t a r i s t i c  i n f lu e n c e s ,  to  p e rm it  th e  
J a p a n e se  to  m a in ta in  such i n d u s t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  a  
l i g h t  consum er c h a r a c te r ,  a s  o f f e r  no th r e a t  o f  
a g g re s s io n  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r s ,  b u t  which can 
p ro d u ce  a  s u s t a in in g  economy, and p ro v id e  a r e a s o n a b le  
s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g .  The s ta te m e n t  sh o u ld  i n d i c a t e  o u r  
w i l l in g n e s s ,  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e , to  g iv e  Japan t r a d e  
a c c e s s  to  e x t e r n a l  raw m a t e r i a l s , b u t  no lo n g e r  any 
c o n t r o l  o v e r , th e  so u rc e s  o f  su p p ly  o u ts id e  h e r  main 
i s l a n d s .  I t  s h o u ld  a ls o  i n d i c a t e  o u r  w i l l in g n e s s ,  in  
a cco rd an ce  w ith  o u r  now e s t a b l i s h e d  fo re ig n  t r a d e  
p o l i c y ,  in  due c o u rse  to  e n t e r  in to  m u tu a lly  
ad v an tag eo u s  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h e r .

The w ith d ra w a l from  t h e i r  c o u n try  as soon a s  th e  
above o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  a l l i e s  a re  acco m p lish e d , and a s  
soon a s  th e r e  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p e a c e f u l ly  i n c l i n e d  
governm ent, o f  a  c h a r a c te r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  m asses 
o f  th e  J a p a n e se  p e o p le .  I  p e r s o n a l ly  th in k  t h a t  i f  i n  
s a y in g  t h i s  we sh o u ld  add t h a t  we do n o t  ex c lu d e  a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m onarchy u n d e r  h e r  p r e s e n t  d y n a s ty , i t  
w ould s u b s t a n t i a l l y  add to  th e  ch an ces  o f  a c c e p ta n c e .

6 . S uccess  o f  c o u rse  w i l l  depend on the  p o te n c y  o f  
th e  w a rn in g  w hich  we g ive  h e r .  She h a s  an e x tre m e ly  
s e n s i t i v e  n a t i o n a l  p r id e  a n d , as  we a r e  now s e e in g  e v e ry
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day , when a c t u a l l y  lo c k e d  w i th  th e  enemy w i l l  f i g h t  to  
th e  v e r y  d e a th .  For t h a t  re a so n  th e  w a rn in g  m ust be 
te n d e r e d  b e f o r e  th e  a c tu a l  in v a s io n  h a s  o c c u r re d  and  
w h ile  th e  im pend ing  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  though  c l e a r  beyond 
p e r a d v e n tu r e , h a s  n o t  re d u c e d  h e r  to  f a n a t i c a l  d e s p a i r .  
I f  R u s s ia  i s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  t h r e a t ,  th e  R u ss ia n  a t t a c k ,  
i f  a c t u a l ,  m u st n o t have p ro g re s s e d  to o  f a r .  Our own 
bom bing s h o u ld  be c o n f in e d  to  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t iv e s  as  f a r  
as p o s s i b l e .

[E n c lo su re  2]

TOP SECRET

PROCLAMATION BY THE HEADS OF STATE 
U .S .— U .K .--  [U .S .S .R . ] --CHINA

[D e le te  m a t te r s  in s id e  b r a c k e ts  i f  
U .S .S .R . n o t  in  w ar]

(1 )  We, — th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  th e  
P rim e M in is te r  o f  G rea t B r i t a i n ,  [ th e  G e n e ra lis s im o  o f  
th e  S o v ie t  U nion] and th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  R e p u b lic  o f  
C h in a , r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  h u n d red s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  o u r  
covintrym en, h a v e  c o n fe r r e d  and  a g re e  t h a t  Ja p an  s h a l l  b e  
g iv e n  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s u r r e n d e r  on th e  te rm s we s t a t e  
h e r e i n .

(2 )  The p r o d ig io u s  l a n d ,  s e a  and a i r  f o r c e s  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  th e  B r i t i s h  Em pire and o f  C h in a , many 
tim e s  r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e i r  a rm ie s  and a i r  f l e e t s  from  th e  
w es t [have now b een  jo in e d  by  th e  v a s t  m i l i t a r y  m ig h t o f  
th e  S o v ie t  U nion and] a r e  p o is e d  to  s t r i k e  th e  f i n a l  
b low s upon J a p a n .  T h is  m i l i t a r y  power i s  s u s t a in e d  and  
i n s p i r e d  by t h e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  a l l  th e  A l l i e d  n a t io n s  
to  p r o s e c u te  t h e  war a g a in s t  Jap an  u n t i l  h e r  
u n c o n d i t io n a l  c a p i t u l a t i o n .

(3 )  The r e s u l t  o f  th e  f u t i l e  and s e n s e le s s  German 
r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  m ight o f  th e  a ro u se d  f r e e  p e o p le s  o f  
th e  w o r ld  s ta n d s  f o r th  i n  aw fu l c l a r i t y  a s  an exam ple 
b e f o r e  Jap an . The m ig h t t h a t  now co n v e rg es  on Jap a n  i s  
im m easurab ly  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h a t  w hich , when a p p l ie d  to  
th e  r e s i s t i n g  N a z is , n e c e s s a r i l y  l a i d  w a s te  to  th e  
l a n d s ,  th e  i n d u s t r y  and  th e  m ethod o f  l i f e  o f  th e  w hole 
German p e o p le . The f u l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  m i l i t a r y  
pow er b ack ed  b y  o u r r e s o lv e  means th e  i n e v i t a b l e  and 
c o m p le te  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  arm ed f o r c e s  and 
j u s t  a s  i n e v i t a b l y  th e  u t t e r  d e v a s ta t io n  o f  th e  J a p a n e se  
hom eland .
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(4 ) I s  Jap an  so la c k in g  in  re a so n  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
c o n tin u e  b l in d ly  to  fo llo w  th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th o se  
r id i c u lo u s  m i l i t a r i s t i c  a d v is e r s  w hose u n i n t e l l i g e n t  
c a lc u la t io n s  have b ro u g h t th e  Empire o f  Ja p a n  to  th e  
th r e s h o ld  o f  a n n ih i l a t i o n ?  The tim e  h a s  come to  d e c id e  
w h e th er to  c o n tin u e  on to  d e s t r u c t io n  o r  to  fo llo w  th e  
p a th  o f  re a so n .

(5 ) F o llo w in g  a re  o u r  te rm s . We w i l l  n o t  d e v ia te  
from them . They may be a c c e p te d  o r  n o t .  There a r e  no 
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  We s h a l l  n o t  t a r r y  on o u r  way.

(6 ) There m ust be e l im in a te d  f o r  a l l  tim e  th e  
a u th o r i ty  and in f lu e n c e  o f  th o se  who h av e  d ec e iv ed  and 
m is le d  th e  c o u n try  in to  em barking on w o r ld  c o n q u e s t, f o r  
we i n s i s t  t h a t  a  new o r d e r  o f  p ea ce , s e c u r i t y  and 
j u s t i c e  w i l l  be im p o ss ib le  u n t i l  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  m i l i t a r i s m  
i s  d r iv e n  from th e  w o rld .

(7 ) U n ti l  su ch  a new o r d e r  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  Jap an ese  
lan d s  m ust be o c c u p ie d  and  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  o u r a u th o r i ty  
s h a l l  c o n tin u e  u n t i l  th e r e  i s  c o n v in c in g  p ro o f  t h a t  
J a p a n 's  w ar-m aking  power i s  d e s tro y e d .

(8) The te rm s o f  th e  C a iro  D e c la r a t io n  s h a l l  be 
c a r r i e d  o u t and Ja p an ese  s o v e re ig n ty  s h a l l  be l im i te d  to  
th e  i s l a n d s  o f  Honshu, H okkaido, K yushu, Shikoku and 
such a d ja c e n t  m inor i s l a n d s  as  we d e te rm in e .

(9) The Ja p a n e se  m i l i t a r y  fo rc e s  s h a l l  be c o m p le te ly  
d isarm ed  and r e tu r n e d  to  t h e i r  homes and  p e a c e fu l  and
p ro  due t i  ve 1iv e  s .

(10) The J a p a n e se  s h a l l  n o t  be e n s la v e d  as a r a c e  o r  
d e s tro y e d  as a  n a t io n ,  b u t  s t e m  j u s t i c e  w i l l  be m eted  
o u t  to  a l l  w ar c r im in a ls  in c lu d in g  th o s e  who have 
v i s i t e d  c r u e l t i e s  upon o u r  p r i s o n e r s .  D em ocratic  
te n d e n c ie s  found among th e  Jap an ese  p e o p le s  [s i c ] s h a l l  
be su p p o rte d  and  s tr e n g th e n e d .  Freedom  o f  sp eech , o f  
r e l i g i o n  and o f  th o u g h t, a s  w e ll a s  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  
fu n d am en ta l human r ig h t s  s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d .

(11) Japan  s h a l l  be p e rm it te d  to  m a in ta in  on ly  such  
i n d u s t r i e s  as w i l l  n o t e n a b le  h er to  re a rm  h e r s e l f  f o r  
w ar b u t  w hich can  produce a  s u s ta in in g  economy. To t h i s  
end , a c c e s s  to ,  a s  d is t in g u is h e d  from  c o n t r o l  o f ,  raw 
m a te r ia l s  s h a l l  b e  p e r m it te d .  E v e n tu a l Ja p a n ese  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  w o rld  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  s h a l l  be 
p e r m it te d .

(12) The o ccu p y in g  f o r c e s  o f  th e  A l l i e s  s h a l l  b e  
w ithdraw n from Jap an  as soon  as o u r o b j e c t i v e s  a re  
acco m p lish ed  and th e re  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  beyond doubt 
a  p e a c e f u l ly  i n c l in e d ,  r e s p o n s ib le  governm en t o f  a 
c h a r a c te r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  p e o p le .  T h is  
may in c lu d e  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  monarchy u n d e r  th e  p r e s e n t  
d y n as ty  i f  i t  be shown to  th e  com plete  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  
th e  w o rld  t h a t  su ch  a governm ent w i l l  n e v e r  ag a in  a s p i r e  
to  a g g re s s io n .
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(13) We c a l l  upon th o se  in  a u t h o r i t y  in  Jap a n  to  
p ro c la im  now th e  u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  o f  a l l  th e  
J a p a n e se  armed f o r c e s  u n d er th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
J a p a n e se  Government and High Command, and  to  p ro v id e  
p ro p e r  and ad eq u a te  a s su ra n c e s  o f  t h e i r  good f a i t h  in
such  a c t i o n . 25

The n e x t day, J u ly  3, 1945, th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent 

i s s u e d  a p a p e r  on th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  J a p a n e s e  Em peror. The 

p a p e r  was an  ap pend ix  to  a  B r ie f in g  Book P a p e r on Ja p a n .

The B r ie f in g  Book P a p e r  and th e  A ppendix  r e a d :

B r i e f in g  Book P ap e r

TOP SECRET

MILITARY GOVERNMENT AND OCCUPATION OF JAPAN 

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE EMPEROR 

RECOMMENDATIONS

The U n ited  S t a t e s  Government h a s  app ro v ed  th e  
e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  F a r  E a s te rn  A d v is o ry  Commission to  
make recom m endations to  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  g o v e rn m en ts :

"On th e  in s tru m e n ts  to  c a r ry  o u t  th e  term s im posed 
upon Jap an  as a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  o r  
t o t a l  d e f e a t ;  and

"On th e  term s an d  p r o v is io n s  to  b e  im posed on Ja p a n , 
in c lu d in g  th e  m easu res  n e c e s s a ry  to  e n s u re  th e  com ple te  
d isarm am ent and su b se q u e n t e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  J a p a n ."

As th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  m i l i t a r y  governm en t tow ard  th e  
Em peror i s  a p ro b lem  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  " th e  
in s tru m e n ts  to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  term s im posed  upon J a p a n " , 
i t  i s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  i f  t h i s  q u e s t io n  i s  r a i s e d ,  
d is c u s s io n  on th e  m a t te r  be r e f e r r e d  to  th e  F a r  E a s te rn  
A d v iso ry  Commission.

The a t t i t u d e  to  be ta k e n  by m i l i t a r y  governm ent 
tow ard  th e  Emperor h a s  been  fo rm u la te d  and ap p ro v ed  by 
th e  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e  and i s  s u b m it te d  in  g e n e ra l  
o u t l i n e  in  the  a t t a c h e d  ap p en d ix .

[WASHINGTON,] J u ly  3, 1945.

25Ibid., pp. 888-894.
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[A ppendix]

TOP SECRET

[THE POSITION OF THE EMPEROR IN JAPAN]

I .  APPREHENSION OF THE EMPEROR

The D ep artm en t o f  S t a t e  has  recommended t h a t  
im m e d ia te ly  upon th e  u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  o r  t o t a l  
d e f e a t  o f  J a p a n , th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pow ers o f  th e  
Em peror s h o u ld  be su sp en d e d . I t  has f u r t h e r  recommended 
t h a t  i f  i t  i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  p r a c t i c a b l e  and  p h y s ic a l l y  
p o s s ib l e  th e  Em peror and  h i s  im m ediate f a m ily  s h o u ld  be 
p la c e d  u n d e r  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s to d y  in  a  d e ta c h e d  p la c e  o u t ­
s id e  Tokyo. He s h o u ld  be k e p t  in  s e c lu s io n ,  b u t  h i s  
p e r s o n a l  a d v i s e r s  s h o u ld  b e  a llow ed  to  h av e  a c c e s s  to  
him  u n d e r r e a s o n a b le  c o n d i t io n s .

I I .  THE EMPEROR AND INSTRUMENT OF 
UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER

The D ep artm en t o f  S ta t e  has a ls o  recom m ended, and  
th e  J o i n t  C h ie f s  o f  S t a f f  h av e  t e n t a t i v e l y  c o n c u r re d , 
t h a t :

(1) The Em peror s h o u ld  p ro c la im  t h a t  Ja p a n  h a s  
s u r r e n d e re d  u n c o n d i t io n a l ly  to  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  a t  w ar 
w i th  Japan  an d  s h o u ld  command th e  armed f o r c e s  and 
p e o p le  o f  J a p a n  to  c e a se  h o s t i l i t i e s  f o r th w i th  and  to  
com ply w i th  a l l  r e q u ire m e n ts  im posed by th e  d e s ig n a te d  
commander f o r  J a p a n .

(2 ) The E m peror s h o u ld  a l s o  command a l l  c i v i l  and  
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  to  obey and e n fo rc e  a l l  o r d e r s  an d  
d i r e c t i v e s  i s s u e d  by th e  d e s ig n a te d  commander f o r  J a p a n  
and  d i r e c t  them  to  rem ain  a t  t h e i r  p o s ts  and  to  p e r fo rm  
t h e i r  d u t i e s  u n t i l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l i e v e d  by  th e  
d e s ig n a te d  com m ander.

(3 ) The E m peror, a s  w e l l  as  th e  h i g h e s t  a v a i l a b l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  High Command, s h o u ld  s ig n  
and  s e a l  th e  in s t r u m e n t  o f  u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r .

(4 ) I f  t h e  s e v e r a l  re q u ire m e n ts  a s  to  th e  ack n o w led g ­
m ent o f  u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  by th e  Em peror a r e  n o t  
f u l f i l l e d ,  th e  d e s ig n a te d  commander may r e c e iv e  th e  
u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r  o f  Jap an  by th e  h i g h e s t  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  Ja p a n  o r  he may by p ro c la m a tio n  ta k e  o v e r  
suprem e a u t h o r i t y  o f  J a p a n .
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I I I .  REMOVAL OF EMPEROR FROM JAPAN

The D epartm ent o f  S ta te  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  o c c u p a tio n  
f o r c e s  shou ld  n o t  th r e a te n  to  remove th e  Emperor from  
J a p a n , b u t  i f  f o r  any r e a s o n  they  f e e l  t h a t  h i s  rem oval 
i s  a d v is a b le ,  t h e  D epartm ent o f  S ta te  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  an 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e x p re s s  i t s  o p in io n  b e f o r e  such a c t io n  i s  
t a k e n .

IV. IN THE ABSENCE OF THE EMPEROR

I f  th e  Em peror escap es  from  Japan  o r  can n o t b e  
fo u n d , th e  o c c u p a tio n  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u ld :

(a )  N o tify  t h e  Jap an ese  p eo p le  t h a t ,  so lo n g  a s  
th e s e  c o n d it io n s  o b ta in ,  t h e  o c c u p a tio n  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l  
c o n s id e r  any a c t i o n  o f  th e  Emperor w i th o u t  v a l i d i t y .

(b ) Make no s ta te m e n t t h a t  th e  Em peror has  a b d ic a te d  
u n le s s  th e  Em peror h im se lf  makes such  an  announcem ent o r  
a re g e n c y  i s  s e t  u p .

( c )  Take no i n i t i a t i v e  i n  ch o o sin g  a  s u c c e s s o r  to  
th e  th r o n e .

V. INSTITUTION OF THE EMPEROR

S in c e  th e  J a p a n e se  a t  p r e s e n t  show an  a lm o st 
f a n a t i c a l  d e v o tio n  to  t h e i r  s o v e re ig n , an a tte m p t from 
th e  o u ts id e  to  a b o l i s h  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  Em peror, 
w ou ld , so long  a s  th e  p r e s e n t  a t t i t u d e  o f  the  Ja p a n e se  
c o n t in u e s ,  p ro b a b ly  be i n e f f e c t i v e .  The mere d e th ro n e ­
m ent o f  th e  Em peror a g a in s t  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  J a p a n e se  
p e o p le  would n o t  acco m p lish  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  
em p ero rsh ip  n o r c o u ld  i t  p ro b a b ly  be e f f e c t i v e l y  
l e g i s l a t e d  ou t o f  e x is te n c e  so  long a s  th e  J a p a n e se  
b e l i e v e d  in  i t  a n d  were d e te rm in e d  to  m a in ta in  i t .
Under th e s e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  
J ap a n  m igh t be n e c e s s a ry  i f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  w ish ed  to  
p r e v e n t  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  E m peror.

To a s su re  t h a t  th e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  Emperor b y  th e  
o c c u p a tio n  a u t h o r i t i e s  does n o t  p r e ju d ic e  the  
c o n tin u a n c e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f - th e  -Em peror a g a in s t  
th e  w i l l  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  p e o p le ,  th e  o c c u p a tio n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u ld  in  a l l  t h e i r  t r e a tm e n t  o f  and  t h e i r  
c o n ta c t s  w ith  th e  Emperor r e f r a i n  from  any a c t io n  w hich 
w ould im ply  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  o r  su p p o rt f o r  th e  Ja p a n e se  
c o n c e p t th a t  th e  Jap an ese  Em peror i s  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  and 
s u p e r io r  to  o th e r  tem pora l r u l e r s ,  t h a t  h e  i s  o f  d iv in e  
o r i g i n  and th a t  h e  i s  in d is p e n s a b le .  They sh o u ld  p e rm it 
a b s o lu te  freedom  o f  d is c u s s io n ,  e x c e p t w here th e r e  may
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be in c i te m e n t  to  b r e a c h e s  o f  th e  p e a c e , o f  p o l i t i c a l  a s  
w e ll  a s  o th e r  s u b je c t s .

V I. ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE EMPERORSHIP

T h e re  a re  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  th e  C hinese may fa v o r  th e  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  Emperor and p u b l ic  
o p in io n  i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  i n c r e a s in g ly  seems to  p r e ­
f e r  t h i s  s o lu t io n .  On th e  o th e r  h an d , i t  i s  q u e s t io n ­
a b le  w h e th e r  th e  B r i t i s h  w ould s u p p o r t  such  a  p o l ic y .
As f o r  th e  S o v ie t  U nion, t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  on th e  m a tte r  i s  
n o t known.

[WASHINGTON,] J u ly  3 , 1 9 4 5 .26

On J u ly  24 P r e s id e n t  Truman gave to  th e  B r i t i s h

Prim e M in is te r  C h u rc h i l l  a  copy  o f  th e  D ra f t  P ro c la m a tio n  on 
27

Jap an . The p a p e r  and th e  r e p ly  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  re a d : 

P ro p o s a l  by th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  D e le g a tio n

[U n d a te d .]

DRAFT PROCLAMATION BY THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS

UNITED STATES . . . UNITED KINGDOM . . .
U .S .S .R . . .  . CHINA28

(1 ) W e,—The P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ; th e  
Prim e M in i s t e r  o f  G rea t B r i t a i n ,  th e  G e n e ra liss im o  o f  
th e  S o v ie t  U nion, and th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  
C hina, r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  h u n d red s  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  our 
coun trym en , have c o n f e r r e d  and a g re e  t h a t  th e  Jap an ese  
p eo p le  s h a l l  be g iv en  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  end t h i s  w ar.

(2 ) The p ro d ig io u s  l a n d ,  s e a  and  a i r  f o rc e s  o f  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s ,  th e  B r i t i s h  Em pire and  C h ina , many tim e s  
r e in f o r c e d  by t h e i r  a rm ie s  and a i r  f l e e t s  from  th e  w e s t  
have now been  jo in e d  by  th e  v a s t  m i l i t a r y  m ight o f  th e  
S o v ie t  U nion , and a re  p o i s e d  to  s t r i k e  th e  f i n a l  b low s

26I b i d . , pp . 885-887 .
27 Trum an, M em oirs, I ,  p .  387.
28The e d i t o r s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P a p e r s . I I ,  w ro te : 

" P u n c tu a tio n  a s  in  th e  o r i g i n a l . " P o tsd am ~ P ap ers , I I ,  p .  
127n—f o o tn o te  2 f o r  Document No. 1244.
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upon J a p a n . T h is  m i l i t a r y  power i s  s u s t a in e d  and 
i n s p i r e d  by th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  a l l  th e  A l l i e d  n a t io n s  
to  p ro s e c u te  th e  w ar a g a in s t  Jap an  u n t i l  h e r  c a p i t u a l -  
t i o n .

(3 ) The r e s u l t  o f  th e  f u t i l e  and  s e n s e le s s  German 
r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  m ight o f  th e  a ro u se d  f r e e  p e o p le s  o f  
th e  w o rld  s ta n d s  f o r th  in  aw fu l c l a r i t y  a s  an  exam ple
to  th e  p e o p le  o f  Jap an . The m igh t t h a t  now c o n v e rg e s  on 
Ja p a n  i s  im m easurab ly  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h a t  w h ich , when 
a p p l i e d  to  th e  r e s i s t i n g  N a z is , n e c e s s a r i l y  l a i d  w a s te  
to  th e  la n d s ,  th e  in d u s t r y  and  th e  m ethod o f  l i f e  o f  th e  
w hole German p e o p le .  The f u l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  
m i l i t a r y  pow er, b ack ed  by o u r  r e s o lv e ,  w i l l  mean th e  
i n e v i t a b l e  and com ple te  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  J a p a n e s e  
arm ed f o r c e s  and  j u s t  as i n e v i t a b ly  th e  u t t e r  d e v a s ta ­
t i o n  o f  th e  J a p a n e se  hom eland.

(4 ) The tim e h as  come f o r  th e  J a p a n e se  p e o p le  to  
d e c id e  w h e th e r th e y  w i l l  c o n tin u e  b l i n d l y  to  f o l lo w  th e  
le a d e r s h ip  o f th o s e  s e l f - w i l l e d  m i l i t a r i s t i c  a d v i s e r s  
w hose u n i n t e l l i g e n t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  have b ro u g h t th e  
E m pire o f  Japan  to  th e  th r e s h o ld  o f  a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  o r  
w h e th e r  th ey  w i l l  fo llo w  th e  p a th  o f  r e a s o n .

(5 ) F o llo w in g  a re  o u r  te rm s . We w i l l  n o t  d e v ia te  
from  them . T h ere  a re  no a l t e r n a t i v e s .  We s h a l l  b ro o k  
no d e la y .

(6 ) There m u st be e l im in a te d  f o r  a l l  tim e  th e  
a u t h o r i t y  and in f lu e n c e  o f  th o se  who have d e c e iv e d  and  
m is le d  th e  p e o p le  o f  Japan  in to  em bark ing  on w o r ld  
c o n q u e s t ,  f o r  we i n s i s t  t h a t  a  new o r d e r  o f  p e a c e ,  
s e c u r i t y  and j u s t i c e  w i l l  be im p o s s ib le  u n t i l  
i r r e s p o n s i b l e  m i l i t a r i s m  i s  d r iv e n  from  th e  w o r ld .

(7 ) U n ti l  su c h  a  new o rd e r  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and  u n t i l  
t h e r e  i s  c o n v in c in g  p ro o f  t h a t  J a p a n 's  w ar-m ak in g  pow er 
i s  d e s tro y e d , J a p a n e se  t e r r i t o r y  s h a l l  be o c c u p ie d  to  
th e  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a ry  to  s e c u re  th e  a c h iev em en t o f  th e  
b a s ic  o b je c t iv e s  we a re  h e re  s e t t i n g  f o r t h .

(8 ) The te rm s o f  th e  C a iro  D e c la r a t io n  s h a l l  be 
c a r r i e d  o u t  and Ja p a n e se  s o v e re ig n ty  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  
to  th e  i s la n d s  o f  Honshu, H okkaido, Kyushu, S h ik o k u  and 
su ch  m inor i s l a n d s  as  we d e te rm in e .

(9 ) The J a p a n e se  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s ,  a f t e r  b e in g  
c o m p le te ly  d isa rm e d , s h a l l  be  p e r m it te d  to  r e t u r n  to  
t h e i r  homes w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  l e a d  p e a c e f u l  and 
p r o d u c t iv e  l i v e s .

(1 0 ) We do n o t  in te n d  t h a t  th e  Ja p a n e se  s h a l l  be 
e n s la v e d  as a r a c e  o r  d e s tro y e d  as  a  n a t i o n ,  b u t  s t e m  
j u s t i c e  s h a l l  b e  m eted o u t  to  a l l  w ar c r im in a l s ,  
i n c lu d in g  th o se  who have v i s i t e d  c r u e l t i e s  upon o u r  
p r i s o n e r s .  D em ocra tic  te n d e n c ie s  among J a p a n e s e  p e o p le  
s h a l l  be  s u p p o r te d  and s t r e n g th e n e d .  Freedom  o f  sp e e c h ,
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o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and o f  th o u g h t ,  a s  w e l l  as  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  
fu n d am en ta l human r i g h t s  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .

(11) Jap an  s h a l l  be  p e r m it te d  to  m a in ta in  su ch  
i n d u s t r i e s  a s  w i l l  s u s t a i n  h e r  economy and  p e rm it  th e  
e x a c t io n  o f  j u s t  r e p a r a t io n s  in  k in d ,  b u t  n o t  th o s e  
w h ich  would e n a b le  h e r  to  re -a rm  f o r  w ar. To t h i s  e n d , 
a c c e s s  to ,  a s  d i s t in g u i s h e d  from  c o n t r o l  o f ,  raw 
m a te r ia l s  s h a l l  be p e r m it te d .  E v e n tu a l  Ja p a n e se  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  w o rld  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  s h a l l  be 
p e rm it te d .

(12) The o ccu p y in g  fo rc e s  o f  th e  A l l i e s  s h a l l  be 
w ithd raw n  from  Jap an  a s  soon as  th e s e  o b je c t iv e s  have 
b e e n  acco m p lish ed  and th e r e  h a s  b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
acco rd an ce  w i th  th e  f r e e l y  e x p re s s e d  w i l l  o f  th e  
Ja p a n e se  p e o p le  a p e a c e f u l ly  i n c l i n e d  and r e s p o n s ib le  
governm ent.

(13) We c a l l  upon th e  J a p a n e se  p e o p le  and th o s e  in  
a u th o r i t y  in  Ja p a n , to  p ro c la im  now th e  u n c o n d i t io n a l  
s u r r e n d e r  o f  a l l  th e  Ja p a n e se  arm ed f o r c e s ,  and to  
p ro v id e  p ro p e r  and a d e q u a te  a s s u ra n c e s  o f  t h e i r  good 
f a i t h  in  such a c t io n .  The a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  Jap an  i s  
p rom pt and u t t e r  d e s t r u c t io n .

P ro p o sa l by th e  B r i t i s h  D e le g a tio n

[U n d a ted .]

SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS

P a ra g ra p h  1.
. . . Japan  . . .

P a ra g ra p h  4 .

AMERICAN TEXT

P a ra g ra p h  1.
. . . J a p a n e se  

p e o p le  . . . 
P a ra g ra p h  4.

The tim e h a s  come 
f o r  th e  Jap an ese  p e o p le  
to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  th e y  
w i l l  co n tin u e  b l i n d l y  
to  fo llo w  th e  l e a d e r ­
s h ip  o f  th o se  s e l f -  
w i l l e d  m i l i t a r i s t i c  
a d v is e r s  whose 
u n i n t e l l i g e n t  c a l c u l a ­
t i o n s  have b ro u g h t th e  
E m pire o f Jap an  to  th e  
th r e s h o ld  o f  a n n i h i l a ­
t i o n ,  o r  w h e th e r th ey  
w i l l  fo llo w  th e  p a th  o f  
r e a s o n .

The tim e  h a s  come f o r  
Japan  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  sh e  
w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  be c o n t r o l l e d  
by th o s e  s e l f - w i l l e d  
m i l i t a r i s t i c  a d v is e r s  whose 
u n i n t e l l i g e n t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  
have b ro u g h t  th e  Em pire to  th e  
th r e s h o ld  o f  a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  o r  
w h e th e r sh e  w i l l  fo llo w  th e  
p a th  o f  r e a s o n .
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P arag rap h  7. P a ra g ra p h  7.

U n til  such  a  new 
o r d e r  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and 
th e r e  i s  c o n v in c in g  
p ro o f  th a t  J a p a n 's  w ar- 
m aking power i s  
d e s tro y e d , Ja p a n e se  
t e r r i t o r y  s h a l l  be 
o ccu p ied  to  th e  e x te n t  
n e c e s s a ry  to  s e c u re  th e  
ach ievem ent o f  th e  b a s ic  
o b je c t iv e s  we a r e  h e re  
s e t t i n g  f o r th .

P a rag rap h  10: 
s e n te n c e .

second

U n t i l  su ch  a  new o r d e r  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  u n t i l  th e r e  i s  
c o n v in c in g  p r o o f  th a t  J a p a n 's  
w ar-m ak ing  pow er i s  d e s tro y e d , 
p o in t s  in  J a p a n e se  t e r r i t o r y  
to  b e  d e s ig n a te d  by th e  A l l i e s  
s h a l l  be  o c c u p ie d  to  s e c u re  
th e  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  th e  b a s ic  
o b j e c t i v e s  we a r e  h e re  s e t t i n g  
f o r t h .

P a ra g ra p h  10: 
s e n te n c e .

second

D em ocratic 
te n d e n c ie s  among th e  
J a p a n e se  p eo p le  s h a l l  
b e  su p p o rted  and  
s tre n g th e n e d .

P a rag ra p h  13.

We c a l l  upon th e  
Jap an ese  p eo p le  and 
th o s e  in  a u th o r i t y  in  
Ja p a n  . . .

The Japanese-G o v em m en t 
s h a l l  remove a l l  o b s ta c le s  to  
th e  r e v i v a l  an d  s tr e n g th e n in g  
o f  d e m o c ra tic  te n d e n c ie s  among 
th e  J a p a n e s e  p e o p le .

P a ra g ra p h  13.

We c a l l  upon th e  
G overnm ent o f  Jap an  . . .

29

The P r e s id e n t  s e n t  a  c a b le  t o  th e  A m erican

Am bassador in  C hina, Jo sep h  H u rley . The c a b le ,  marked "TOP 

SECRET, URGENT," c o n ta in e d  a copy o f  th e  p ro c la m a tio n  on 

Jap an . L a te r  in  a  c a b le  d a te d  J u ly  2 5 , 1945, Ambassador 

H u rley  inform ed th e  P r e s id e n t  and th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  

t h a t  C hiang K a i-sh ek  w ould be r e c e iv in g  th e  document in  due 

tim e . The cab le  r e a d :

29Ibid. , pp. 1275-1277.
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The A m bassador in  C hina (H urley ) to  th e  
P r e s id e n t  an d  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S t a t e

TOP SECRET [CHUNGKING,] 25 J u ly  1945.

URGENT

(The fo llo w in g  message i s  top  s e c r e t  and u rg e n t  f o r  
th e  e y e s  a lo n e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  James F. 
B y rn e s , Potsdam , Germany, f o r  th e  P r e s id e n t  from  
A m bassador H u r le y .)

Y our m essage W hite  House Number 311 d e l iv e r e d  to  
P rim e M in is te r  Soong a t  h i s  r e s id e n c e  a t  2130 h o u rs ,  
C hungking  tim e , J u ly  2 5 th . G e n e ra lis s im o  o u t  o f  
C hungking  a c ro ss  Y angtze R iv e r  in  m o u n ta in s . We in te n d  
to  co m p le te  t r a n s l a t i o n  and d e l iv e r  m essage  to  him  
t o n i g h t .  30

On J u ly  26 two c a b le s  re a c h e d  th e  P r e s id e n t  and  th e  

S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  fro m  Ambassador H u rley . The f i r s t  

c o n ta in e d  C h ian g 1 s a p p ro v a l o f  th e  p ro c la m a tio n , a  r e q u e s t  

from C h ian g  to  have h i s  name p la c e d  ahead o f  B r i t i s h  Prim e 

M in is te r  C h u r c h i l l 's  b ec au se  he re g a rd e d  th e  P r e s id e n t  and 

h im s e lf  a s  head  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r i e s .  The c a b le  

r e a d :

The A m bassador in  C hina (H urley ) to  th e  
P r e s id e n t  an d  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S t a t e

TOP SECRET [CHUNGKING,] 26 J u ly  1945.

URGENT

(T he fo llo w in g  m essage i s  top  s e c r e t  and u rg e n t  f o r  
th e  e y e s  a lo n e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S t a t e  James F B yrnes 
P o tsd am , Germany f o r  th e  P r e s id e n t  from  A m bassador 
H u r le y . )

The fo llo w in g  m essage i s  from th e  G e n e ra l is s im o , 
C h ian g  K ai Shek, f o r  P r e s id e n t  Truman.

" I  co n cu r in  th e  p ro p o sed  p ro c la m a tio n  to  Ja p a n , 
w i th  t h e  s in g le  a l t e r a t i o n  t h a t  p a ra g ra p h  (1 ) s h o u ld  be

30Ibid., p. 1278.
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r e v i s e d  to  r e a d  'We, t h e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s ,  
th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  N a tio n a l  G overnm ent o f  th e  R e p u b lic  
o f  China and th e  Prim e M in is te r  o f  G re a t B r i t a in ,  
r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  h u n d re d s  o f m i l l i o n s  o f  o u r  countrym en 
e t c ,  e t c ,  e t c '  s in c e  t h e  p ro c la m a tio n  i s  to  be by th e  
h ead s  o f th e  th re e  governm ents c o n c e rn e d , Chiang K a i 
S h ek ."

C oncurrence g iv en  t o  me by C hiang  K a i Shek a t  Y ellow  
M ountain , 0930 hours Chungking tim e  J u ly  2 6 th . D e lay  in  
t ra n s m is s io n  due to  f a c t  I  had to  r e t u r n  to  Chungking by 
f e r r y  Y angtze R iv er b e c a u s e  la c k  o f  co m m u n ica tio n s . 
F o rego ing  m essage h an d ed  bo th  Army and Navy fo r  t r a n s ­
m iss io n  a t  1105 ho u rs  Chungking tim e  J u ly  2 6 th . 31

The seco n d  c a b le  fro m  H urley  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  an d  

S e c re ta ry  v iv id ly  d e s c r ib e d  th e  le n g th s  H u rle y  w ent in  

s e c u r in g  C h ia n g 's  s ig n a tu r e  on the  p ro c la m a tio n .  I t  a l s o  

c o n ta in s  f u r th e r  comments fro m  C hiang. I t  r e a d s :

The Am bassador i n  China (H u rle y )  to  th e  
P r e s id e n t  and t h e  S e c re ta ry  o f  S t a t e

TOP SECRET [CHUNGKING,] 26 J u ly  1945.

URGENT

(The fo llo w in g  m essag e  i s  to p  s e c r e t  and  u rg e n t  f o r  
th e  eyes a lo n e  o f  th e  S e c r e ta ry  o f  S ta te  James F. B yrnes 
Potsdam , Germany f o r  t h e  P r e s id e n t  from  Ambassador 
H u r le y .)

The fo llo w in g  a re  s i d e l i g h t s  t h a t  may be h e lp f u l  to  
you. The t r a n s l a t i o n  w as n o t f i n i s h e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  m id­
n i g h t .  We th e n  had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p r o c u r in g  a f e r r y  to  
c r o s s  the  Y an g tze . The Prime M in is te r  [T .V . Soong] 
d e c l in e d  to  go ou t to  Y ellow  M ountain  w i th  me in  th e  
n i g h t .  T h is m orning , K C Wu, A s s i s t a n t  M in is te r  o f  
F o re ig n  R e la t io n s ,  accom panied  me to  th e  G e n e ra l is s im o 's  
r e s id e n c e  a t  Y ellow  M ountain . The G e n e ra liss im o  w as 
k in d ly  and c o u r te o u s  th ro u g h o u t. A f te r  he had t o l d  me 
t h a t  he c o n c u rre d  in  t h e  p ro c la m a tio n  Dr Wang Shih  
C h ieh , M in is te r  o f  In fo rm a tio n , a r r i v e d  a t  th e  
c o n fe re n c e . I t  became n e c e s s a ry  to  e x p la in  the  w h o le  
s i t u a t i o n  a g a in  to  Wang. I n c id e n ta l ly  Wang i s  to  
su cc ee d  th e  P rim e M in i s t e r  as M in is te r  o f  F o re ign

31Ibid. , p. 1282.
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R e la t io n s .  When C hiang K ai Shek had ap p ro v e d  th e  
m essage o f c o n c u r re n c e  we fo u n d  th e  te le p h o n e  was o u t  o f  
o r d e r .  I t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me to  r e t u r n  to  Chungking 
to  c o n ta c t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a n s m is s io n  to  you . The 
m essage was s e n t  th ro u g h  b o th  Army and Navy sy stem s.

Two p o in ts  w hich  th e  G en e ra liss im o  w is h e d  to  s t a t e  
i n  h i s  m essage w ere  o m it te d  on my s u g g e s t io n .  I  am 
s t a t i n g  them h e r e  f o r  y o u r in fo rm a tio n .

(1 ) The G e n e ra lis s im o  w ish e d  to  e x p la in  t h a t  i t  
w ou ld  be: h e lp f u l  to  h i s  p o s i t i o n  in  C hina i f  th e  w ords 
" P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  Government o f  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  
C h in a"  sh o u ld  fo l lo w  " P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . "
He c o n s id e rs  b o th  you and  h im s e l f  as th e  suprem e h e ad s  
o f  n a t io n s  w h ile  th e  P rim e M in is te r  i s  a  se co n d a ry  
o f f i c i a l .

(2) He d e s i r e d  me to  s t r e s s  in  th e  m essage an 
e x p re s s io n  o f  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  C hina to  be i n v i t e d  to  b e  
p r e s e n t  a t  a l l  f u tu r e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  c o n fe re n c e s  on 
A s ia .  He s a id  he  r e a l i z e d  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  p a s t  
w h ich  p re v e n te d  h i s  a t te n d a n c e  and was v e r y  t o l e r a n t  in  
h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  th o s e  c o n d i t io n s .  He s t a t e d  how ever 
t h a t  d e c is io n s  p e r t a i n in g  to  A s ia  made i n  c o n fe re n c e s  
w i th o u t  China b e in g  r e p r e s e n te d  p u ts  him  i n  an 
u n d e s i r a b le  p o s i t i o n  w i th  th e  p e o p le  o f  C h in a .
E s p e c ia l ly  i s  t h i s  t r u e  when h e  i s  a sk ed  to  concur i n  
d e c i s io n s  made i n  th e  a b se n c e  o f  C h in a 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
w i th o u t  g iv in g  him  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p ro c u re  th e  
o p in io n s  o f  h i s  a d v i s o r s .  H is c o n c u rre n c e  and  h is  w hole 
a t t i t u d e  w ere c o n s t r u c t iv e  and  w ith o u t r a n c o r .  He 
e x p re s s e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  y o u r f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  C hina. 32

Eben A y ers , W hite House In fo rm a tio n  O f f i c e r ,  s e n t  a  

te le g ra m  to  C h a rle s  G. R oss, S e c r e ta r y  to  P r e s id e n t  Truman, 

on th e  is s u a n c e  o f  th e  Potsdam  P ro c la m a tio n . The O ff ic e  o f  

War In fo rm a tio n  was to  r e l e a s e  th e  docum ent. A l l  tim es 

m en tio n ed  in  th e  te le g ra m  w ere E a s te r n  War T im e. The t e l e ­

gram r e a d :

32Ibid., pp. 1282-1283.
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The W hite House In fo rm a tio n  O f f i c e r  (A y ers) 
to  th e  P r e s i d e n t 's  S e c r e ta ry  (R oss)

SECRET [WASHINGTON,] 27 J u ly  1945 .

2 5 6 . OWI d o m estic  an d  o v e rse a s  d i r e c t o r s ,  N ie l 
D a lto n  and  Thurman B a rn a rd , r e q u e s t  th e  fo llo w in g  be 
s e n t  you  by m essage:

" P ro c la m a tio n  on Ja p a n  h an d led  a s  fo llo w s  (A ll t im e s  
EWT) :

T e x t r e c e iv e d  a t  3 :1 0  p.m . A t 3 :3 2  p .m . g iv en  to  
p r e s s  th ro u g h  OWI P re s s  Room, W hite House an d  S ta te  
D ep artm en t s im u lta n e o u s ly .

A t 4 :0 0  p .m . (5 a.m . Tokyo tim e )  o u r  w e s t  c o a s t 
sh o rtw a v e  t r a n s m i t t e r s  b eg an  b r o a d c a s t in g  t e x t  in  
E n g l i s h .  H ig h l ig h ts  b r o a d c a s t  in  J a p a n e se  a t  4 :05 p .m . 
F u l l  t e x t  in  Ja p an e se  n o t  b ro a d c a s t  u n t i l  t r a n s l a t i o n  
made by  OWI's San F ra n c is c o  o f f i c e  h a d  b een  checked b y  
te le p h o n e  w ith  S ta te  D ept language e x p e r t s  i n  
W ash in g to n . F i r s t  b r o a d c a s t  from S an  F ra n c is c o  a t  6 :0 0  
p .m . (7  a .m . Tokyo t im e ) .

T h e r e a f t e r ,  J a p a n e se  t e x t  b r o a d c a s t  r e p e a te d ly  on 
o u r  e le v e n  w e s t c o a s t  shortw ave t r a n s m i t t e r s ,  sh o rtw av e  
t r a n s m i t t e r  a t  H on o lu lu  and  on o u r  medium wave S aipan  
t r a n s m i t t e r .  C a r r ie d  in  tw enty la n g u a g e s  fro m  w est 
c o a s t .  A l l  r e g u la r  p rogram s were c a n c e l l e d  to  p e rm it 
f u l l  and  r e p e a te d  b ro a d c a s ts  o f  th e  p r o c la m a t io n .33

T e x t t r a n s m i t t e d  in  t e le g r a p h ic  J a p a n e se  to  P a c i f i c  
and C h in a  o u tp o s ts  so one o f f i c i a l  J a p a n e se  v e r s io n  
w ould  b e  u s e d  on o u tp o s t  r a d io  p ro g ram s and i n  l e a f l e t s .

U rg e n t te le g ra m s  o rd e re d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  w a r fa re  o u t ­
p o s t s  i n  H o n o lu lu , M a n ila , C hungking, and  Kunming to  u s e  
f u l l  t e x t  w ith o u t  comment o r  s p e c u la t io n  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  
n o t i c e .

Our New York o f f i c e  made P ro c la m a tio n  h ig h l i g h t s  an d  
t e x t  l e a d  s to r y  f o r  p rogram s in  24 la n g u a g e s  b ro a d c a s t  
o v e r  26 t r a n s m i t t e r s .

C u r r e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  a l l  o f f i c e s  and  o u tp o s ts  a r e  
no e d i t o r i a l  comment o r  o th e r  r e a c t i o n  to  b e  u sed . T h is  
w i l l  n o t  be m o d if ie d  w ith o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  S ta te .  
F u l l e s t  p la y  w i l l  be c o n tin u e d  on a l l  P a c i f i c

33 The e d i t o r s  o f  th e  Potsdam P a p e r s , I I ,  w ro te : "No
e v id e n c e  h a s  been  found  in  D epartm ent o f  S ta te  f i l e s  to  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  t e x t  o f  th e  p ro c la m a tio n  was t r a n s m i t t e d  
to  th e  J a p a n e s e  Government th ro u g h  n e u t r a l  d ip lo m a tic  
c h a n n e ls ."  Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p . 1 2 9 0 n - - f o o tn o te  1.
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t r a n s m i t t e r s  th ro u g h  F r id a y . For s e v e r a l  days 
t h e r e a f t e r  th e  P ro c la m a tio n  w i l l  be  r e p e a te d  a t  r e g u la r  
i n t e r v a l s ."

AYERS34

The J u ly  27, 1945 , e d i t i o n  o f  th e  New York Times 

c a r r i e d  Raymond D a n i e l l 's  a c c o u n t o f  th e  Potsdam  

P ro c la m a tio n . D a n i e l l 's  s to r y ,  w i th  a  J u ly  26, 1945, d a te ­

l i n e ,  r e p o r te d  t h a t  s in c e  R u ss ia  was s t i l l  a t  p eace  w i th
35Jap an  she was n o t  i n v i t e d  to  s ig n  th e  p ro c la m a tio n .

W inston S. C h u r c h i l l 's  C o n s e rv a tiv e  P a r ty ,  th e  New York

Times n o te d  i n  th e  same i s s u e ,  f a i l e d  to  w in  a  m a jo r i ty  in

P a r lia m e n t.  K ing  George VI o f  E ng lan d  a sk e d  C lem ent A t t l e e
36to  form  a new governm ent.

B e r l i n - - F r id a y , J u ly  27, 1945

There was no m e e tin g  b e c a u se  th e  B r i t i s h  d e le g a t io n

had  n o t  r e tu r n e d  to  B e r l i n .  P r e s id e n t  Truman c o n d u c te d
37governm ent b u s in e s s  and s ta y e d  i n  h i s  q u a r t e r s .

At 6 :0 0  P.M. A m erican S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  B yrnes 

c o n fe r r e d  w ith  F o re ig n  Commissar M olotov . They d is c u s s e d  a 

number o f  i s s u e s  and a g re e d  t h a t  n o th in g  d e f i n i t e  c o u ld  be

34I b i d . , p . 1290.
35Raymond D a n ie l l ,  "Terms L a id  Down," th e  New York 

T im es, J u ly  27 , 1945, p .  4 .

36Ibid., p. 1.
Q7Potsdam Papers, II, p. 21.
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s e t t l e d  u n t i l  C lem ent A t t l e e  r e tu r n e d  from  B r i t a i n .  They 

a ls o  d is c u s s e d  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  th e  Potsdam  P ro c la m a tio n . A 

p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  t a l k s  on t h i s  r e a d :

THE SECRETARY s a id  f i r s t  o f  a l l  he w ish ed  to  t e l l  
Mr. M olotov t h a t  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  two o r  t h r e e  day 
postp o n em en t in  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t on Jap an  
had o n ly  re a c h e d  him  t h i s  m orn ing  when i t  was to o  l a t e .

MR. MOLOTOV r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  h ad  s e n t  th e  w ord l a s t  
n i g h t  [by te le p h o n e ]  a s  soon  a s  he had  r e c e iv e d  th e  
S e c r e t a r y 's  l e t t e r .

THE SECRETARY e x p la in e d  t h a t  even  th en  i t  w ould have 
b een  to o  l a t e  s in c e  a t  7 :0 0  o 'c lo c k  th e  s ta te m e n t  had  
gone to  th e  p r e s s  f o r  e a r l y  m orn ing  r e l e a s e .  He 
e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  P r e s id e n t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  had  
c o n s id e re d  i t  im p o r ta n t  to  i s s u e  an  im m ediate a p p ea l to  
th e  J a p a n e se  to  s u r r e n d e r .  Two days ago he  h a d  
d is c u s s e d  i t  w i th  th e  P rim e M in is te r  [C h u rc h i l l ]  and he 
had  r e c e iv e d  h i s  c o n s e n t to  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  th e  s t a t e ­
m ent and  had  c a b le d  C hiang K ai Shek. On h i s  r e tu r n  
y e s te rd a y  from  F r a n k f o r t  th e  P r e s id e n t  had  fo u n d  a 
te le g ra m  from  C hiang  K ai Shek a g re e in g  to  th e  is s u a n c e  
o f  th e  s ta te m e n t .

MR. MOLOTOV s a id  t h a t  th u s  th e y  had  n o t  b e e n  in fo rm ed  
u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  r e l e a s e .

THE SECRETARY s a id  t h a t  we d id  n o t  c o n s u l t  th e  
. .S o v ie t  Government s in c e  th e  l a t t e r  was n o t  a t  w ar w ith  

Jap an  and we d id  n o t  w ish  to  e m b a rra ss  them .
MR. MOLOTOV r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  was n o t a u th o r iz e d  to  

d is c u s s  t h i s  m a t te r  f u r t h e r . 38

B e r l i n - - S a tu r d a y , J u ly  28 . 1945

Due to  th e  l a t e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  d e le g a t io n ,  

th e  t e n th  p le n a ry  m e e tin g  was c a l l e d  to  o rd e r  by P r e s id e n t  

Truman a t  10:30 P.M. I t  was a g re e d  by th e  Heads o f  G overn­

ment to  en d  t h i s  m e e tin g  a t  m id n ig h t .  The s e c t io n  in  th e  

communique d e a l in g  w i th  I t a l y  and  th e  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s  

r e c e iv e d  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  by  th e  d e le g a te s .

38Ibid., pp. 449-450.
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A le n g th y  argum ent en su ed  o v e r  th e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  

H ungary , B u lg a r ia ,  and Rumania. S in ce  i t  was a p p a re n t  t h a t  

ag reem en t w ould be  im p o ss ib le  th e y  a g re e d  to  p o s tp o n e  th e  

i s s u e .  I t a l i a n  r e p a r a t io n s  w ere ta k e n  up and  P r e s id e n t  

Truman announced t h a t  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s  and B r i t a i n  had  

g iv e n  o v e r  h a l f  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  th e  f e e d in g  and 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  I t a l y .  F u r th e r ,  he  had  no d e s i r e  to  s e e  

th e  I t a l i a n s  u se  t h i s  money f o r  r e p a r a t i o n  p ay m en ts . The 

d is c u s s io n  on I t a l y  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1 2 :0 4  A.M. The c o n fe re e s  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e y  had  gone p a s t  t h e i r  s e lf - im p o s e d  d ead ­

l i n e .  I t  was a g re e d  to  r e i n s t a t e  th e  o r i g i n a l  tim e o f

4 :0 0  P.M. f o r  th e  n e x t  p le n a ry  m e e tin g . The m e e tin g
39a d jo u rn e d  o f f i c i a l l y  a t  f iv e  m in u te s  p a s t  m id n ig h t.

B e r l i n —Sunday, J u ly  29 , 1945

A f te r  c h u rch  s e r v ic e s  th e  P r e s id e n t  r e tu r n e d  to  th e

L i t t l e  W hite H ouse. There he was g r e e te d  by S o v ie t  F o re ig n

M in is te r  M olotov and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r . 4 *̂ S t a l i n  was s i c k ,

s t a t e d  M olotov th ro u g h  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  The P re m ie r  had

come down w ith  a c o ld  and h i s  d o c to r s  w ould n o t  l e t  him

a t t e n d  th e  n e x t  s e s s io n .  P r e s id e n t  Truman e x p re s s e d  h i s  
41r e g r e t s .

39I b i d . ,  p p . 364-365.

40Ibid., p. 22.
41Truman, Memoirs, I, pp. 441-443.
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The J u ly  30, 1945, e d i t i o n  o f  th e  New York Times ran

th e  announcem ent o f  J a p a n e se  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  P ro c la m a tio n  on 
42pag e  1:

Jap an  O f f i c i a l l y  T urns Down 
A l l i e d  S u rre n d e r  U ltim atum

The s to r y  r e a d  in  p a r t  t h a t  P re m ie r  K an ta ro  S u zu k i s a id  h i s

c o u n try  r e j e c t s  th e  s u r r e n d e r  u lt im a tu m . The New York Times

q u o te d  S u zu k i: "So f a r  as  th e  I m p e r ia l  Government o f  Jap an
I O

i s  co n c e rn e d  i t  w i l l  ta k e  no n o t i c e  o f  t h i s  p r o c la m a t io n ."

43The New York T im es, J u ly  30, 1945, p . 1 . 

43I b id .  , p . 1 .



CHAPTER VIII

THE FINAL WEEK AT POTSDAM, JULY 30, 1945,

TO AUGUST 2 , 1945

B erlin --M o n d ay , J u ly  30, 1945

S t a l i n  was s t i l l  in d is p o s e d .  P r e s id e n t  Truman 

a t te n d e d  to  r o u t in e  b u s in e s s .

B e r l in - -T u e s d a y , J u ly  31, 1945

P r io r  to  th e  e le v e n th  p le n a r y  m ee tin g  S e c r e ta r y  o f  

S ta te  B yrnes met w i th  S o v ie t F o re ig n  M in is te r  M olo tov . The 

A m erican S e c re ta ry  in d ic a te d  th e r e  were th r e e  m a jo r  i s s u e s  

n o t  r e s o lv e d :  r e p a r a t i o n s ,  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d , and

a d m iss io n  o f  I t a l y  and  th e  s a t e l l i t e  c o u n t r ie s  i n t o  th e  

U nited  N a tio n s .  B yrnes th en  p ro p o se d  a t h r e e - p o i n t  d e a l .^

I f  th e  S o v ie t  Governm ent w ould a c c e p t  th e  A m erican 

p r o p o s a ls ,  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  i n  tu r n ,  w ould  a c c e p t  th e  

S o v ie t p ro p o s a l  to  a llo w  P o lan d  to  a d m in is te r  fo rm e r  German

^"United S t a t e s  D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  The C onference  o f  B e r l in  (The 
Potsdam  C o n feren ce) 1945 , I I  (W ash ing ton : U n ite d  S ta te s
Government P r in t in g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 0 ) , p . 510. H e r e a f te r  c i t e d  
as P o tsdam  P a p e r s , I I .
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t e r r i t o r y  up to  th e  O der-W estern  N e is s e .  A peace c o n fe re n c e
2

w ould fo rm a liz e  th e  b o u n d a ry  betw een  P o land  and Germany.

B y rn es , a f t e r  p r e s e n t in g  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r o p o s a ls ,  s a id

to  M o lo to v  t h a t  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  " c o u ld  come to  the c o n fe re n c e
3

t h a t  a f te rn o o n  to  a c c e p t  o r  r e j e c t  them ."

B y rn es , l e s s  th a n  a  month l a t e r ,  w ould  g ive h i s  

v iew s on th e  Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce  to  S e n a to r  W arren R. A u s tin ,  

D em ocrat from  V erm ont. The S e c r e ta ry  n o te d  h i s  J u ly  31 , 

1945, m e e tin g  w ith  M olo tov  and th e  package d e a l  he p r e s e n te d  

to  th e  R u ss ia n  F o re ig n  M in is te r  in  w hich  B yrnes s a id  to  

A u s t in :  "The o n ly  way to  n e g o t i a t e  w ith  th e  R u ss ia n s  i s  to

h i t  them  h a rd ,  and  th e n  n e g o t i a t e . " ^

The e le v e n th  p le n a r y  m e e tin g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  by 

th e  P r e s id e n t  a t  4 :0 0  P.M."* S e c r e ta ry  o f  S t a t e  B yrnes 

p r e s e n te d  th e  A m erican th r e e  p a r t  p ro p o s a l  to  the  

c o n fe re n c e .  The f i r s t  was on r e p a r a t io n s :

2
R o b ert J .  D onovan, C o n f l ic t  and C r i s i s  (New Y ork:

W. W. N o rto n  6c Company, 1 9 7 9 ), p . 88 .
3

Jam es F . B y rn e s , A l l  in  One L ife t im e  (New Y o rk : 
H a rp e r  an d  B r o th e r s ,  1 9 4 7 ) , p . 302.

^Jam es F. B yrnes i n  a memorandum o f  A ugust 2 0 , 1945, 
by S e n a to r  W arren R. A u s t in ,  D em ocrat from Vermont, a s  
q u o te d  i n  Thomas G. P a t t e r s o n ,  "P o tsdam , th e  Atomic Bomb, 
and th e  C old  War: A D is c u s s io n  w i th  James F . B y rn e s ,"  The
P a c i f i c  H i s t o r i c a l  Review  41 (May, 1 9 7 2 ):2 2 8 . A cco rd in g  to  
P a t t e r s o n ,  th e  A u s tin  memorandum may be found  in  th e  A u s tin  
P a p e r s ,  Box 21, in  th e  Guy W. B a ile y  L ib ra ry ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
V erm ont.

^Potsdam  P a p e r s , I I ,  p . 23 . The Log o f  the 
P r e s i d e n t 's  T r ip  n o te d  t h i s  m ee tin g  w ould be th e  l o n g e s t  so 
f a r ,  l a s t i n g  o v e r th r e e  h o u rs .
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As to  th e  r e p a r a t i o n s  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  p ro p o s a l  was 
t h a t  25 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  equ ipm ent in  
th e  Ruhr w hich was d e te rm in e d  to  be  u n n e c e s sa ry  f o r  a  
p e a c e tim e  economy be d e l iv e r e d  to  th e  S o v ie ts  in  
exchange f o r  an e q u iv a le n t  o f  fo o d , c o a l ,  p o ta s h ,  t im b e r  
and  o th e r  a r t i c l e s  from  th e  S o v ie t zone.

I t  was p ro p o sed  f u r t h e r  th a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  15 p e r  
c e n t  o f  such c a p i t a l  goods u n n e c e ssa ry  f o r  p e ac e tim e  
economy sh o u ld  be rem oved and t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  S o v ie t  
U nion on r e p a r a t io n  a c c o u n t w ith o u t f u r t h e r  c o n s id e ra ­
t i o n  . 6

The second  p a r t  o f  th e  Am erican th r e e  p a r t  p ro p o s a l  

was on th e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o land . B yrnes r e a d :

P ro p o sa l by th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  D e le g a tio n

[BABELSBERG,] J u ly  30, 1945.

WESTERN FRONTIER OF POLAND 

U .S . PROPOSAL

In  co n fo rm ity  w i th  th e  agreem ent on P o la n d  re a c h e d  
a t  th e  Crimean C o n fe ren ce  th e  th re e  Heads o f  Governm ent 
have so u g h t th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  
Governm ent o f  N a tio n a l  U n ity  in  r e g a rd  to  th e  a c c e s s io n  

• o f  t e r r i t o r y  in  th e  n o r th  and w est w hich  P o la n d  s h o u ld  
r e c e iv e .  The P r e s id e n t  o f  Po land  and  members o f  th e  
P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity  have 
b een  r e c e iv e d  a t  th e  C onference  and have f u l l y  p r e s e n te d  
t h e i r  v iew s. The th r e e  Heads o f  G overnm ent r e a f f i r m  
t h e i r  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  d e l im i ta t io n  o f  th e  w e s te rn  
f r o n t i e r  o f  P o land  s h o u ld  a w a it th e  p eace  s e t t l e m e n t .

The th r e e  Heads o f  Government a g re e  t h a t ,  p en d in g  
th e  f i n a l  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  P o la n d 's  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r ,  
th e  fo rm er German t e r r i t o r i e s  e a s t  o f  a  l i n e  ru n n in g  
from  th e  B a l t i c  Sea th ro u g h  Swinemunde, and th en ce  a lo n g  
th e  O der R iv e r to  th e  co n flu e n c e  o f  th e  w e s te rn  N e is se  
R iv e r7  and a lo n g  th e  w e s te rn  N e isse  to  th e  C zech o slo v ak  
f r o n t i e r ,  in c lu d in g  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  E a s t  P r u s s ia  n o t

g
I b i d . ,  p . 512. The e d i to r s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P a p e r s , 

I I ,  w ro te  t h a t  th e  docum ent on German r e p a r a t i o n s  p r e s e n te d  
by  S e c r e ta r y  Byrnes h as  n o t  been  found.

^The L a u s i tz e r  N e is s e  o r  Nysa L uzycha. Potsdam  
P a p e r s , I I ,  p . 1151n.
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p la c e d  u n d e r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  U nion o f  S o v ie t  
S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic s  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
r e a c h e d  a t  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  and in c lu d in g  th e  a r e a  o f  th e  
fo rm e r  f r e e  c i t y  o f  D anzig , s h a l l  be  u n d e r  th e  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  P o l is h  S t a t e  and  f o r  su c h  p u rp o se s  
s h o u ld  n o t  be c o n s id e re d  as p a r t  o f  th e  S o v ie t  zone o f  
o c c u p a tio n  in  G erm any.8

The f o l lo w in g  map in d i c a t e s  th e  O d e r-N e isse  t e r r i t o r i e s :

D is tr ic t o t  M e m e  
s e o e r a t e d  1 9 2 0 .

o c c u p ie d  by  
L ith u a n ia  1 9 2 3

UNDER SOVIET ADMINISTRATION
D a n n g  

1 9 2 0  F re e  S t a te

Komgsberg

- P R U S S I A ^
,  & • V '  POLISH ,
/  +AOMINIS TRA T/ONAV t' •X**’ Allenstein

D a n z i g

1 9 2 0  
to  P o lan d

x y  P l e b is c i t e  1
t r g  ^  —  + . ' " ' s ' 7  R e s u lt  9 6  7 p

UNDER
S t e t t i n 9 2 0  

p a r  c e n t  
fo r G e r m a n y

Bromberg

P o s e n  1 9 2 0  
to  P o land

POLISH
9 W arsawPosen #

EAST 
B R A N D E N B U R G

POLAND

ADMINISTRATION 
SW-ESlAE R M A NY

A ltn o u g h  tn e  1 9 2 1  
p le b is c i te  in m e  w h o le  o* 
U p p e r  S i lea ia  r e s u l te d  m 

5 9  6  p e r  c e n t  to r  G e r m a n y  
e a s t e r n  U p p e r  S i le s ia  n e d  

to  b e  c e d e d  *o 
P o la n d  >n 1 9 2 2

C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A

D is tr ic t o f  H u itsc h m  
1 9 2 0  to  C jec n o n io o a i iia

i \ vJ |  K a t to w itz /)  «-

S j i
T t t . .  • -

The Oder-Neisse territories 9

8I b i d . , pp. 1150-1151
9

A lf re d  M. de Zayas w ith  a fo rw a rd  by R o b e r t  Murphy, 
Nemesis a t  Potsdam : The A nglo-A m ericans and th e  E x p u ls io n
o f  th e  Germans Background E x e c u tio n s , C o n sequences (Londo~n: 
R o u tled g e  & Kegan P au l L t d . ,  p a p e rb a c k , 1 9 7 9 ), p . x x v i i .
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The f i n a l  p a r t  o f  th e  A m erican package was th e  

ad m iss io n  o f  c o u n tr ie s  to  th e  U n ited  N a t io n s .  The U n ited  

S ta te s  f a v o re d  m em bership f o r  n e u t r a l  c o u n t r ie s  i n t o  th e  

U n ited  N a tio n  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  c o n c lu s io n  o f  peace t r e a t i e s  

w ith  I t a l y ,  B u lg a r ia ,  F in la n d ,  H ungary, and Rum ania, and th e  

o p p o s it io n  o f  S p a in 's  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  j o i n  th e  U n ite d  

N a tio n s . ^

B y rn es  f in i s h e d  r e a d in g  th e  p a p e r  and e x p re s s e d  th e

hope th e  t h r e e  p ro p o s a ls  w ould  be  a d o p te d . S t a l i n  th en

s a id :  "Mr. B yrnes s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  t h r e e  q u e s t io n s  be

l in k e d .  Mr. B yrnes can  use  su ch  t a c t i c s  a s  th o se  i f  he

w ish e s , b u t  t h e  R u ssian  d e le g a t io n  w i l l  v o te  on e a c h
11q u e s tio n  s e p a r a t e ly .

The B ig  Three d is c u s s e d  th e  A m erican p r o p o s a l  on 

German r e p a r a t i o n s .  A f t e r  c o n s id e ra b le  d e b a te  th e  A m erican 

p ro p o sa l  was a c c e p te d  w i th  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a n g e s :

The f ig u r e  o f  12% p e r c e n t  f o r  com pensated  d e l i v e r i e s  
to  th e  S o v ie ts  was changed  to  15 p e r c e n t  and th e  f ig u re  
o f  7% p e r c e n t  f o r  uncom pensated  d e l i v e r i e s  was changed 
to  10 p e r c e n t .

F ra n c e  was ad d ed  to  th e  R e p a ra tio n s  Com m ission fo r  
th e  p u rp o se  o f  d e te rm in in g  equipm ent a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
r e p a r a t i o n s .

S ix  m onths was f ix e d  a s  th e  f i n a l  term  f o r  
d e te rm in a tio n  o f t h e  amount o f  equ ipm en t a v a i l a b l e  fo r
r e p a r a t i o n .

^Potsdam Papers, II, pp. 629-630.
U Ibid., p. 530.
12Ibid. , p. 539.
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The w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d  was th e  n e x t  to p ic .

A f te r  a  le n g th y  d e b a te  among th e  A m erican S e c r e ta ry  o f  S ta te

B yrnes, th e  B r i t i s h  F o re ig n  S e c r e ta r y  B ev ins and P re m ie r

S t a l i n ,  th e  A m erican p ro p o sa l was a c c e p te d  by  th e  B ig  Three

w ith  th r e e  c h a n g e s :

I t  was f u r t h e r  a g re e d  (a )  t h a t  S t e t t i n  s h o u ld  be 
c o n s id e re d  a s  in c lu d e d  w i th in  th e  a r e a  o f  P o l i s h  
a d m in i s t r a t io n ;  (b ) t h a t  th e  F ren ch  s h o u ld  be in fo rm ed  
o f  th e  d e c is io n  on th e  P o l i s h  f r o n t i e r ;  and (c )  t h a t  th e  
P r e s id e n t  s h o u ld  n o t i f y  th e  P o le s  o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n . 13

A b r i e f  d is c u s s io n  on th e  A m erican p ro p o sa l

c o n c e rn in g  a d m iss io n  o f  I t a l y  and o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  i n t o  the

U n ite d  N a tio n s  fo llo w e d  and t h i s ,  th e  f i n a l  p a r t  o f  th e

A m erican package  d e a l ,  was ap p ro v ed  by th e  B ig  T h ree .

The e le v e n th  p le n a ry  m e e tin g  was a d jo u rn e d  a t  7:15

P.M. The P r e s id e n t  and h i s  p a r ty  l e f t  f o r  th e  L i t t l e  W hite

u  « 14H ouse.

B e rlin --W e d n e sd a y , A ugust 1 , 1945

A t 10 :00  A.M. th e  P r e s id e n t  c o n f e r r e d  w ith  th e

P o l is h  d e le g a t io n .  No o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  m e e tin g  has

been fo u n d . However, P o l i s h  D eputy Prim e M in is te r
15M ik o la jczy k  made n o te s  o f  th e  m e e tin g . They re a d :

14Ibid., p. 528.
15Ibid., p. 541.
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Memorandum by the Polish Deputy Prime
Minister (Mikolajczyk)

[ T r a n s la t io n ]

NOTES OF A DISCUSSION WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN ON 
AUGUST 1 , 1945, IN BABELSBERG

P r e s e n t  on th e  A m erican s i d e :  Truman, B y rn es ,
B ohlen , and H arrim an . On th e  P o l i s h  s id e :  B ie r u t ,
M ik o la jc z y k , G ra b sk i, M odzelew sk i, and i n t e r p r e t e r  
Z ebrow sk i.

PRESIDENT TRUMAN opens th e  s e s s io n .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  
on b e h a l f  o f  th e  t h r e e  G rea t Pow ers he w ish e s  to  in fo rm  
us o f  th e  fo llo w in g :

The t e r r i t o r i a l  b o u n d a r ie s  h a v e  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  
a cc o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  P o l i s h  p r o p o s a l ,  and th e  P o l i s h  
G overnm ent i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  a d m in i s t r a t io n  w ith in  
th e s e  b o u n d a r ie s .  The R u ss ia n s  h av e  a g re e d  to  w ithd raw  
t h e i r  a rm ie s  from  th e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and w i l l  r e t a i n  
o n ly  two l i n e s  o f  com m unication  f o r  t r a n s i t  a c r o s s  
P o la n d . ( In  answ er to  my q u e s t io n ,  BOHLEN s t a t e d  th a t  
one o f  th e s e  l i n e s  i s  th e  Krakdw-Lwdw l i n e ;  th e  o th e r  
one i s  in  th e  n o r t h . )

We have acknow ledged  th e  f a c t  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
P o le s  from  P o lan d  and  from  a b ro a d  had  a g re e d  to  th e  
fo rm a tio n  o f  a  P r o v is io n a l  G overnm ent o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity . 
We h a d  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  G overnm ent and t h e r e f o r e  we w ere 
a b le  now to  h e a r  i t s  v iew s . A f t e r  h e a r in g  i t s  v iew s, we 
w ere a b le  to  make a  unanim ous d e c i s io n  w hich  we a r e  now 
com m unicating  to  yo u . As a r e s u l t ,  th e  A rc isz e w s k i 
Governm ent has c e a s e d  to  e x i s t  an d  th e  two s t a t e s - - G r e a t  
B r i t a i n  and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s — u n d e r ta k e  to  do e v e ry ­
th in g  in  t h e i r  pow er in  o rd e r  to  p r o t e c t  P o l i s h  p ro p e r ty  
a b ro a d , to  make i t  im p o s s ib le  to  t r a n s f e r  o r  s e l l  such 
p r o p e r ty ,  and to  h e lp  re c o v e r  i t .

A l l  o f  th e  T hree Powers p ro m ise  e v e ry  a s s i s t a n c e  to  
h e lp  P o le s  and th e  P o l i s h  Army i n  r e tu r n in g  to  P o land  
from  a b ro a d . In  t h i s  c o n n e c tio n  th e y  e x p re s s  t h e i r  
c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  a l l  P o le s  who r e t u r n  w i l l  be t r e a t e d  on 
th e  same term s as  a p p ly  to  a l l  o t h e r  P o l i s h  c i t i z e n s .

H aving  h e a rd  th e  s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  and  o f  
th e  G overnm ent c o n c e rn in g  o b l i g a t i o n s  u n d e r th e  
r e s o lu t io n s  o f  th e  Crim ean C o n fe re n ce  to  h o ld  e l e c t i o n s  
as soon as  p o s s ib l e ,  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  s ta te m e n t t h a t  the  
f o r e ig n  p r e s s  s h a l l  hav e  f r e e  a c c e s s  to  P o la n d , we were 
a b le  to  make unanim ous d e c i s io n s .
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MR. BIERUT th a n k s  th e  P r e s id e n t  f o r  b o th  th e  
d e c is io n s  and th e  a s s i s t a n c e .

PRESIDENT TRUMAN s t r e s s e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  sp e ak s  on 
b e h a l f  o f  th e  t h r e e  G rea t Powers and  can a c c e p t  th a n k s  
o n ly  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i ty .

In  p a r t in g  I  ap p ro ach ed  Truman and t o l d  h im  t h a t  
o n ly  now was I  f r e e  to  th an k  h im  as  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s .

PRESIDENT TRUMAN answ ered , "Thank you; we d id  i t  o u t  
o f  f r i e n d s h ip  to w ard  P o la n d " , an d  s a id  t h a t  h e  h im s e l f  
was g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  P o la n d  . . . and  t h a t  he h o p ed  
t h a t  P o la n d  w ould  be  f r e e  and h ap p y .

Then th e re  w as a b r i e f  c o n v e r s a t io n  w i th  HARRIMAN, 
who s t r e s s e d  once more th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f k e e p in g  s e c r e t  
th e  d e c i s io n  announced  by P r e s id e n t  Truman u n t i l  th e  
Communique had b e e n  p u b lis h e d . He then  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  
as  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  s ta te m e n ts  made by Mr. B i e r u t  and  o f  
d i s c u s s io n s  b e tw een  Mr. M ik o la jc z y k  and h im s e l f ,  Dunn, 
B o h len , and  M atthew s, th e  A m erican D e le g a tio n  had b ee n  
a b le  to  p ro p o se  th e  f i n a l  t e x t ,  w h ich  had  b e e n  a p p ro v ed  
u n an im o u sly  by th e  Three Pow ers, and the d e c i s io n  i s  now 
t h a t  o f  th e  th r e e  G rea t P ow ers.1 6

The tw e l f th  m e e tin g  was convened  by P r e s i d e n t  

Truman a t  3 :3 0  P .M .^7 Prim e M in is te r  A t t le e  p ro p o se d  

m em bership f o r  F ran ce  on th e  R e p a ra t io n s  Com m ission b e c a u s e  

th e  F rench  h ad  a zone o f  o c c u p a tio n  i n  Germany. A f te r  some 

d i s c u s s io n  th e  Prim e M in i s t e r 's  r e q u e s t  was a p p ro v e d  by h i s  

c o l le a g u e s .  A t t l e e  e x p re s s e d  th e  v iew  th a t  A u s t r i a  was 

u n d e r no o b l i g a t i o n  f o r  r e p a r a t io n s  and  in q u i r e d  i f  t h i s  

w ere a  f i r m  d e c is io n .  S t a l i n  i n d i c a t e d  th a t  t h i s  was th e
18c a se  and t h a t  A u s t r i a  w ould be  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  p r o to c o l .  

S t a l i n  p ro p o se d  a l i s t  o f  war c r im in a l s  be p u b l i s h e d  in  a

16I b i d . ,  p p . 1540-1541.

17I b i d . , p . 2 4 .

18I b i d . , pp . 569-572 .
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19m onth and  t h i s  was a d o p te d  by h i s  c o l le a g u e s .  Truman

m en tio n ed  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  th e  P o l is h  d e le g a t io n .  They,

he i n d i c a t e d ,  w ould rem ain  s i l e n t  on th e  a c t i o n  ta k e n

c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  c o u n try  u n t i l  th e  communique was r e l e a s e d

to  th e  p u b l ic .  The c o n fe re n c e  d e c id e d  to  sen d  m essag es o f

g r a t i t u d e  to  fo rm er P rim e M in is te r  C h u rc h i l l  and fo rm er

F o re ig n  S e c r e ta ry  Eden f o r  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  in  m aking  th i s

m e e tin g  a  s u c c e s s .  The tw e l f th  p le n a r y  m ee tin g  was
20a d jo u rn e d  a t  te n  m in u te s  to  s i x  o 'c lo c k .

P r e s id e n t  H a rry  S. Truman c a l l e d  th e  f i n a l  p le n a r y
21m e e tin g  to  o r d e r  a t  1 0 :3 0  P.M. The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h i s  

s e s s io n  was d e v o te d  to  g ram m atica l ch an g es , a d d i t i o n s ,  

d e l e t i o n s ,  and m inor amendments on th e  communique and  

p r o to c o l  d r a f t s .  I t  was a g re e d , f i n a l l y  a f t e r  m aking th e  

n e c e s s a r y  changes and th e  l i k e ,  to  h av e  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  s ig n  

th e  c o v e r  s h e e t  f o r  th e  communique an d  th e  p r o to c o l .  The 

fo rm er w ould be  r e l e a s e d  to  th e  p u b l i c  on A ugust 2 , 1945 , 

a ro u n d  5 :30  P .M ., W ash ing ton , D .C ., tim e . The l a t t e r  was 

n o t  r e l e a s e d  u n t i l  M arch 24, 1947.

F in a l ly  P r e s id e n t  Truman s a i d  th ey  w ere  re a d y  to  

a d jo u rn .  He hoped  i f  th e y  w ere to  convene a g a in  i t  w o u ld  

be in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  To t h a t  S t a l i n  r e p l i e d ,  "God

19 Truman, M em oirs, I ,  p . 45 0 .
?0Potsdam Papers, II, pp. 574-578.
21Ibid., p. 24.
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22w i l l i n g . "  Prim e M in is te r  A t t l e e  th a n k e d  S ta l i n  f o r  th e

a rra n g e m e n ts  and he th a n k e d  P r e s id e n t  Truman fo r  t r a v e l i n g  a

lo n g  d i s ta n c e  to  p e r s o n a l ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e .

S t a l i n  th a n k e d  th e  P r e s id e n t  and th e  P rim e M in is te r  f o r

t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n .  The R u ss ian  even  th a n k e d  S e c r e ta r y  o f

S ta te  B yrnes f o r  h i s  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  in  m aking th e
23c o n fe re n c e  s u c c e s s f u l .  P r e s id e n t  Truman s a id  he w ish e d  to

th a n k  th e  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  and o th e r s  "who had w o rk ed  to
24g e t  th re e  to  a g r e e ."

25The f i n a l  m e e tin g  a d jo u rn e d  a t  1 2 :3 0  A.M. The 

A m erican d e le g a t io n  l e f t  f o r  th e  L i t t l e  W hite  H ouse.

T h u rsd ay , A ugust 2 , 1945

The P r e s id e n t  and  h i s  p a r ty  l e f t  f o r  Gatow A ir p o r t  

a t  7 :15  A.M. The P r e s id e n t  r e q u e s te d  no  s p e c ia l  h o n o rs  fo r  

h i s  d e p a r tu r e .  T hree p la n e s  l e f t  Gatow c a r r y in g  th e  

A m erican d e le g a t io n .  The P r e s i d e n t 's  p la n e  l e f t  a t  8 :1 5  

A.M. The d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  and  h i s  g roup  was 

S t.  Mawgan, E n g lan d . T here an o f f i c i a l  w elcom ing com m ittee  

c o n s is t in g  o f  John G. W inant, A m erican A m bassador to  th e  

U n ite d  Kingdom, v a r io u s  A m erican m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  and

22I b i d . , p . 601 .

23I b i d .

24I b i d . , p . 5 9 7 .

25Ibid.
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B r i t i s h  c iv ic  l e a d e r s  w ere w a i t in g  to  g r e e t  th e  P r e s id e n t  

and  th e  d e le g a t io n .  However, th e  a i r f i e l d  in  S t .  Mawgan was 

c lo s e d  due to  fo g .  Thus, th e  P r e s id e n t  and th e  o th e r  p la n e s  

la n d e d  in  H arro w b eer.

A f te r  s e c u r in g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  th e  A m ericans d e p a r te d  

f o r  Plym outh H a rb o r . The P r e s id e n t  b o a rd ed  th e  A ugusta 

a ro u n d  11:20 A.M. The P r e s id e n t ,  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta te  B y rn es  

and A dm iral L eahy l e f t  th e  A ugusta a ro u n d  1 2 :35  P.M. to  

lu n c h  w ith  K ing George V I, who had t r a v e l e d  from  London to  

see  th e  P r e s id e n t .  A f te r  lu n c h  th e  K ing accom panied th e  

A m erican to  th e  A u g u sta . The King s ta y e d  f o r  a  h a l f  h o u r .  

A f te r  King G eorge VI l e f t  th e  A ugusta  i t  s e t  s a i l  fo r  

A m erica a t  3 :49  P .M .2^

26Ibid., pp. 24-26.
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THE POTSDAM COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 

AUGUST 2, 1945

COMMUNIQUE

Truman P ap e rs

Communique

[BABELSBERG,] A ugust 2 , 1945 [ . ]  

REPORT ON THE TRIPARTITE CONFERENCE OF BERLIN

I

On J u ly  17 , 1945, th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
o f  A m erica, H a rry  S. Truman, th e  Chairm an o f  th e  C o u n c il 
o f  P e o p le 's  Com m issars o f  th e  Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  
R e p u b lic s ,  G e n e ra lis s im o  J .  V. S t a l i n ,  and  th e  Prim e 
M in is te r  o f  G re a t B r i t a i n ,  W inston  S. C h u r c h i l l ,  
t o g e th e r  w ith  Mr. C lem ent R. A t t l e e ,  m et in  th e  T r i ­
p a r t i t e  C o n feren ce  o f  B e r l in .  They w ere accom pan ied  by 
th e  f o re ig n  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  th e  th r e e  G overnm ents, Mr. 
Jam es F. B y rn e s , Mr. V. M. M olo tov , and  Mr. A nthony 
E d en , th e  C h ie f s  o f  S t a f f ,  and  o th e r  a d v i s e r s .

There w ere  n in e  m ee tin g s  b e tw een  J u ly  17 and  J u ly  
2 5 . The C o n fe ren ce  was th e n  i n t e r r u p t e d  f o r  two days 
w h i le  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n  w ere 
b e in g  d e c la r e d .

On J u ly  28 Mr. A t t l e e  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  C o n fe ren ce  a s  
P rim e  M in i s t e r ,  accom panied  by th e  new S e c r e ta r y  o f  
S t a t e  fo r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  Mr. E rn e s t  B ev in . F our days 
o f  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n  th e n  to o k  p la c e .  D u rin g  th e  
c o u r s e  o f  th e  C o n fe ren ce  th e r e  w ere r e g u la r  m e e tin g s  o f  
th e  Heads o f  th e  T hree  Governm ents accom pan ied  by th e  
f o r e ig n  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  and  a ls o  o f  th e  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r i e s  
a lo n e .  C om m ittees a p p o in te d  by  th e  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r i e s  
f o r  p r e l im in a r y  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  q u e s t io n s  b e f o r e  th e  
C o n fe ren ce  a l s o  m et d a i ly .
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The m eetin g s  o f  th e  C o n fe ren ce  w ere  h e ld  a t  th e  
C e c il ie n h o f  n e a r  P otsdam . The C o n feren ce  ended on 
A ugust 2, 1945.

Im p o rta n t d e c is io n s  and  ag reem en ts  w ere re a c h e d . 
Views w ere exch an g ed  on a  num ber o f  o t h e r  q u e s t io n s  and 
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e s e  m a t t e r s  w i l l  b e  c o n tin u e d  b y  th e  
C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  
C o n fe ren ce .

P r e s id e n t  Trum an, G e n e ra lis s im o  S t a l i n  and P rim e 
M in is te r  A t t l e e  le a v e  t h i s  C o n fe re n c e , w hich  has  
s tr e n g th e n e d  th e  t i e s  b e tw een  th e  th r e e  governm ents and 
e x te n d e d  th e  sco p e  o f  t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t io n  and u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g ,  w ith  renew ed c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  g o v e rn ­
m ents and  p e o p le s ,  to g e th e r  w i th  th e  o t h e r  U n ited  
N a tio n s ,  w i l l  e n s u re  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  j u s t  and e n d u r in g  
p e a c e .

I I .

ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS

The C on feren ce  re a c h e d  an  ag reem en t f o r  th e  
e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  f iv e  p r i n c i p a l  Powers to  c o n tin u e  th e  
n e c e s s a ry  p r e p a r a to r y  work f o r  th e  p e a c e  s e t t l e m e n ts  and 
to  ta k e  up o th e r  m a t te r s  w h ich  from  tim e  to  tim e may be 
r e f e r r e d  to  th e  C o u n c il by ag reem en t o f  th e  governm ents 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e  C o u n c il .

The t e x t  o f  th e  ag reem en t f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  
th e  C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  i s  a s  fo llo w s :

(1 )  There s h a l l  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a C o u n c il  com posed o f  
th e  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  o f  th e  U n ite d  Kingdom, th e  Union 
o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l ic s ,  C hina, F ra n c e  and th e  
U n ite d  S ta t e s .

(2 )  ( i )  The C o u n c il s h a l l  n o rm a lly  m eet in  London, 
w hich s h a l l  be th e  p e rm an en t s e a t  o f  th e  j o i n t  
S e c r e t a r i a t  w hich  th e  C o u n c il w i l l  fo rm . Each o f  th e  
F o re ig n  M in is te r s  w i l l  be accom pan ied  b y  a h ig h - r a n k in g  
D eputy , du ly  a u th o r iz e d  to  c a r r y  on th e  work o f  th e  
C o u n c il in  th e  a b se n c e  o f  h i s  F o re ig n  M in is te r ,  a n d  by 
a sm a ll s t a f f  o f  t e c h n ic a l  a d v i s e r s .

( i i )  The f i r s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C o u n c il s h a l l  b e  h e ld  
in  London n o t  l a t e r  th a n  S ep tem ber 1 s t  1945. M ee tin g s  
may be  h e ld  by common ag re e m en t in  o th e r  c a p i t a l s  a s  may 
be a g re e d  from tim e  to  tim e .

(3 )  ( i )  As i t s  im m ediate  im p o r ta n t  t a s k ,  th e  C o u n c il 
s h a l l  b e  a u th o r iz e d  to  draw u p , w ith  a  v iew  to  t h e i r  
su b m iss io n  to  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s ,  t r e a t i e s  o f  p e a c e  w ith  
I t a l y ,  Rumania, B u lg a r ia ,  H ungary  and F in la n d ,  an d  to
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p ro p o se  s e t t l e m e n ts  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  q u e s t io n s  
o u ts ta n d in g  on th e  te r m in a t io n  o f  th e  w ar in  E u ro p e .
The C o u n c il s h a l l  b e  a c c e p te d  by the G overnm ent o f  
Germany when a governm ent a d e q u a te  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d .

( i i )  F or th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  each  o f  th e s e  ta s k s  th e  
C o u n c il w i l l  be com posed o f  th e  Members r e p r e s e n t in g  
th o se  S t a t e s  w hich w ere s ig n a to r y  to  th e  t e r n s  o f  
s u r r e n d e r  im posed upon th e  enemy S ta te  c o n c e rn e d . For 
th e  p u rp o se s  o f  th e  p eace  s e t t le m e n t  f o r  I t a l y ,  F rance  
s h a l l  be  re g a rd e d  a s  a  s ig n a to r y  to  th e  te rm s o f  
s u r r e n d e r  f o r  I t a l y .  O th e r Members w i l l  be i n v i t e d  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  when m a t te r s  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e rn in g  them  a re  
u n d e r d i s c u s s io n .

( i i i )  O ther m a t te r s  may from  tim e to  tim e be 
r e f e r r e d  to  th e  C o u n c il by agreem ent b e tw een  th e  Member 
G overnm ents.

(4) ( i )  W henever th e  C o u n c il i s  c o n s id e r in g  a  
q u e s t io n  o f  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  to  a S ta te  n o t  r e p re s e n te d  
th e re o n , such  S ta t e  s h o u ld  b e  in v i te d  to  sen d  
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  d i s c u s s io n  and 
s tu d y  o f  t h a t  q u e s t io n .

( i i )  The C o u n c il may a d a p t  i t s  p ro c e d u re  to  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  p rob lem  u n d e r c o n s id e r a t io n .  In  some ca se s  
i t  may h o ld  i t s  own p r e l im in a r y  d is c u s s io n s  p r i o r  to  th e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  S t a t e s .  In  o th e r  
c a s e s ,  th e  C ouncil may convoke a fo rm al c o n fe re n c e  o f 
th e  S ta t e  [s]  c h i e f l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e e k in g  a  s o lu t io n  o f  
th e  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b le m .

In  ac co rd an ce  w i th  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  C on feren ce  
th e  th r e e  G overnm ents have each  a d d re s s e d  an i d e n t i c a l  
i n v i t a t i o n  to  th e  G overnm ents o f  China an d  F ran ce  to  
ad o p t t h i s  t e x t  and  to  j o i n  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  C o u n c il.

The e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  C ouncil o f  F o re ig n  
M in is te r s  f o r  th e  s p e c i f i c  p u rp o se s  nam ed in  th e  t e x t  
w i l l  be w ith o u t  p r e ju d ic e  to  th e  ag reem en t o f  th e  Crim ea 
C o n fe ren ce  th a t  th e r e  sh o u ld  be  p e r io d ic  c o n s u l t a t io n  
among th e  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  the  
Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic s  and  th e  U n ite d  
Kingdom.

The C o n feren ce  a l s o  c o n s id e re d  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  
E uropean A d v iso ry  Commission i n  the l i g h t  o f  th e  a g re e ­
m ent to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s .  I t  
was n o te d  w ith  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  the  Com m ission h ad  a b ly  
d is c h a rg e d  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  t a s k s  by th e  recom m endations 
t h a t  i t  h ad  f u rn is h e d  f o r  th e  term s o f  G erm any 's 
u n c o n d i t io n a l  s u r r e n d e r ,  f o r  th e  zones o f  o c c u p a tio n  in  
Germany an d  A u s t r ia ,  and f o r  th e  i n t e r - A l l i e d  c o n t r o l  
m ach in e ry  in  th o se  c o u n t r ie s .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  
w ork o f  a  d e t a i l e d  c h a r a c te r  f o r  th e  c o o r d in a t io n  o f
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A l l i e d  p o l i c y  f o r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  Germany and  A u s tr ia  
w ould in  f u tu r e  f a l l  w i th in  th e  com petence o f  th e  
A l l i e d  C o n tro l  C o u n c il a t  B e r l in  and th e  A l l i e d  
Commission a t  V ienna . A cc o rd in g ly , i t  w as a g re e d  to  
recommend t h a t  th e  E uropean  A dviso ry  Com m ission be 
d is s o lv e d .

I l l

GERMANY

The A l l i e d  a rm ie s  a r e  in  o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  w hole o f  
Germany and th e  German p e o p le  have begun to  a to n e  f o r  
th e  t e r r i b l e  c rim e s  com m itted  under th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  
th o s e  whom, i n  th e  h o u r  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s ,  th e y  o p en ly  
ap p ro v ed  and  b l i n d l y  obeyed .

A greem ent has b e en  re a c h e d  a t  t h i s  C o n fe ren ce  on th e  
p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic p r in c ip l e s  o f  a  c o o r d in a te d  
A l l i e d  p o l i c y  tow ard  d e f e a te d  Germany d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  
o f  A l l i e d  c o n t r o l .

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  ag reem en t i s  to  c a r r y  o u t th e  
C rim ea d e c l a r a t i o n  on Germany. German m i l i t a r i s m  and 
N azism  w i l l  b e  e x t i r p a t e d  and th e  A l l i e s  w i l l  ta k e  in  
ag reem en t to g e th e r ,  now and in  th e  f u t u r e ,  th e  o th e r  
m easu res n e c e s s a r y  to  a s s u r e  t h a t  Germany n e v e r  a g a in  
w i l l  t h r e a t e n  h e r  n e ig h b o rs  o r  th e  p eace  o f  th e  w o r ld .

I t  i s  n o t  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  A l l i e s  to  d e s tro y  o r  
e n s la v e  th e  German p e o p le .  I t  i s  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  
A l l i e s  t h a t  th e  German p e o p le  be g iven  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  p r e p a re  f o r  th e  e v e n tu a l  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  
on a  d e m o c ra tic  and p e a c e f u l  b a s i s .  I f  t h e i r  own 
e f f o r t s  a re  s t e a d i l y  d i r e c t e d  to  t h i s  e n d , i t  w i l l  be 
p o s s ib l e  f o r  them  in  due c o u rse  to  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e  
among th e  f r e e  and p e a c e f u l  p e o p le s  o f  th e  w o rld .

The t e x t  o f  th e  ag reem en t i s  as f o l lo w s :

The P o l i t i c a l  and Economic P r in c ip le s  to  Govern 
th e  T re a tm en t o f  Germany in  th e  I n i t i a l  

C o n tro l  P e r io d .

A. P o l i t i c a l  P r i n c i p l e s .

1 . In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  Agreem ent on C o n tro l 
M achinery  in  Germany, suprem e a u th o r i ty  i n  Germany i s  
e x e r c is e d  on i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  G overn­
m e n ts , by th e  C om m anders-in -C hief o f  th e  arm ed f o rc e s  o f  
th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica, th e  U n ited  Kingdom, th e  
Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic s , an d  th e  F rench  
R e p u b lic , e a c h  in  h i s  own zone o f  o c c u p a t io n ,  and a ls o  
j o i n t l y ,  in  m a t te r s  a f f e c t i n g  Germany a s  a  w ho le , in  
t h e i r  c a p a c i ty  as  members o f  th e  C o n tro l C o u n c il .
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2 . So f a r  as  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  th e r e  s h a l l  be 
u n ifo rm ity  o f  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  German p o p u la t io n  
th ro u g h o u t Germany.

3. The p u rp o se s  o f  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  Germany by 
w h ich  the  C o n tro l  C o u n cil s h a l l  b e  g u id ed  a r e :

( i )  The co m p le te  d isarm am ent an d  d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  o f  
Germany and th e  e l im in a t io n  o r c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  German 
in d u s t r y  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  u sed  f o r  m i l i t a r y  p r o d u c t io n .  To 
th e s e  ends: —

(a) A ll German la n d , n a v a l a n d  a i r  f o r c e s ,  th e  S .S . ,
S .A .,  S.D. and  G estap o , w ith  a l l  t h e i r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  
s t a f f s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  G e n e ra l S ta f f ,  
t h e  O f f ic e r s ' C orps, R eserve  C o rp s , m i l i t a r y  s c h o o ls , 
w ar v e te r a n s ' o r g a n iz a t io n s  and a l l  o th e r  m i l i t a r y  and 
q u a s i - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n iz a t io n  [ s ] , t o g e th e r  w i th  a l l  c lu b s  
an d  a s s o c ia t io n s  w hich s e rv e  to  k e e p  a l iv e  th e  m i l i t a r y  
t r a d i t i o n  in  Germany, s h a l l  be c o m p le te ly  an d  f i n a l l y  
a b o l is h e d  in  such  m anner a s  p e rm a n e n tly  to  p r e v e n t  th e  
r e v i v a l  o r r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  German m i l i t a r i s m  and 
N azism ;

(b) A ll a rm s, am m unition and im plem ents o f  war and 
a l l  s p e c ia l iz e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  p ro d u c t io n  s h a l l  be  
h e l d  a t  the  d is p o s a l  o f  th e  A l l i e s  o r  d e s tr o y e d .  The 
m ain tenance  and  p ro d u c tio n  o f  a l l  a i r c r a f t  a n d  a l l  a rm s , 
am m unition and  im plem ents o f  war s h a l l  be p r e v e n te d .

( i i )  To co n v in ce  th e  German p e o p le  t h a t  th e y  have 
s u f f e r e d  a t o t a l  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  a n d  th a t  th e y  canno t 
e sc a p e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  w hat th e y  have b ro u g h t  upon 
th em se lv e s , s in c e  t h e i r  own r u t h l e s s  w a rfa re  and  th e  
f a n a t i c a l  N azi r e s i s t a n c e  have d e s tr o y e d  German economy 
an d  made chaos and  s u f f e r i n g  i n e v i t a b l e .

( i i i )  To d e s tro y  th e  N a tio n a l S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty  and 
i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  and s u p e rv is e d  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  to  d is s o lv e  
a l l  N azi i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  to  e n su re  t h a t  th ey  a r e  n o t 
r e v iv e d  in  any  form , and to  p r e v e n t  a l l  N azi and  
m i l i t a r i s t  a c t i v i t y  o r  p ro p ag an d a .

( iv )  To p re p a re  f o r  th e  e v e n tu a l  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  
German p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  on a d e m o c ra tic  b a s is  an d  fo r  
e v e n tu a l  p e a c e fu l  c o o p e ra t io n  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i f e  by 
Germany.

4 . A ll N az i law s w hich  p ro v id e d  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  
H i t l e r  regim e o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i s c r im in a t io n  on grounds 
o f  r a c e ,  c re e d , o r  p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n  s h a l l  b e  a b o l is h e d .  
No such  d i s c r im in a t io n s ,  w h e th e r l e g a l ,  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  
o r  o th e rw ise , s h a l l  be  t o l e r a t e d .

5 . War c r im in a ls  and  th o se  who have p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  p lan n in g  o r  c a r ry in g  o u t  N azi e n t e r p r i s e s  in v o lv in g
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o r  r e s u l t i n g  in  a t r o c i t i e s  o r  w ar c rim es s h a l l  be 
a r r e s t e d  and b ro u g h t  to  ju d g m en t. N azi l e a d e r s ,  
i n f l u e n t i a l  s u p p o r te r s  and h ig h  o f f i c i a l s  o f  N azi 
o r g a n iz a t io n s  and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  any o t h e r  p e rso n s  
d an g ero u s to  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o r  i t s  o b je c t iv e s  s h a l l  be 
a r r e s t e d  and in t e r n e d .

6 . A ll members o f  th e  N az i P a r ty  who have been  more 
th a n  nom inal p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and a l l  
o t h e r  p e rso n s  h o s t i l e  to  A l l i e d  p u rp o se s  s h a l l  be 
rem oved from p u b l i c  and s e m i-p u b lic  o f f i c e ,  and from  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  im p o r ta n t  p r iv a t e  
u n d e r ta k in g s .  Such p e rso n s  s h a l l  be r e p la c e d  by p e rso n s  
who, by  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and m o ra l q u a l i t i e s  a re  deemed 
c a p a b le  o f  a s s i s t i n g  in  d e v e lo p in g  g en u in e  d em o cra tic  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  Germany.

7. German e d u c a tio n  s h a l l  be so c o n t r o l l e d  as 
c o m p le te ly  to  e l im in a te  N azi and m i l i t a r i s t  d o c t r in e s  
and  to  make p o s s i b l e  the  s u c c e s s f u l  developm ent o f  
d e m o c ra tic  id e a s .

8 . The j u d i c i a l  system  w i l l  be r e o rg a n iz e d  in  
a cc o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  dem ocracy , o f  j u s t i c e  
u n d e r  law , and o f  e q u a l r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  w ith o u t  
d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  r a c e ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  r e l i g i o n .

9 . The a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a f f a i r s  in  Germany sh o u ld  
be d i r e c t e d  to w ard s  th e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and th e  developm ent o f  lo c a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  To th i s  en d :

( i )  lo c a l  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t s h a l l  be r e s t o r e d  th ro u g h ­
o u t  Germany on d e m o c ra tic  p r i n c i p l e s  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  
th ro u g h  e l e c t i v e  c o u n c i ls  a s  r a p id ly  as  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i th  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  and th e  p u rp o se s  o f  m i l i t a r y  
o c c u p a tio n ;

( i i )  a l l  d e m o c ra tic  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w ith  r i g h t s  
o f  assem bly  and o f  p u b lic  d is c u s s io n  s h a l l  b e  a llo w ed  
and  encouraged  th ro u g h o u t Germany;

( i i i )  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  and e l e c t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  s h a l l  
b e  in tro d u c e d  i n t o  r e g io n a l ,  p r o v in c ia l  and  s t a t e  
(Land) a d m in is t r a t io n  as r a p i d ly  as  may be  j u s t i f i e d  
by  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  in  
l o c a l  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t;

( iv )  fo r  th e  tim e  b e in g  no c e n t r a l  German g o v ern ­
m ent s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h i s ,  
h o w ev er, c e r t a in  e s s e n t i a l  c e n t r a l  German a d m in is t r a ­
t i v e  d e p a r tm e n ts , headed  by S ta te  S e c r e t a r i e s ,  s h a l l  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  f i e l d s  o f  f in a n c e ,  
t r a n s p o r t ,  com m unications, f o r e ig n  t r a d e  and  in d u s t r y .  
Such d ep artm en ts  w i l l  a c t  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  
C o n tro l  C o u n c il.
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10. S u b je c t  to  th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  m a in ta in in g  
m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y ,  freedom  o f  sp e e c h , p re s s  and  r e l i g i o n  
s h a l l  be  p e r m it t e d ,  and  r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  be 
r e s p e c te d .  S u b je c t  l ik e w is e  to  th e  m ain ten an ce  o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y ,  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  f r e e  t r a d e  n a t io n s  
s h a l l  be p e r m it te d .

B. Economic P r i n c i p l e s .

11. In  o r d e r  to  e l im in a te  G erm any 's war p o t e n t i a l ,  
th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  arm s, am m unition and  im p lem en ts  o f  w ar 
as w e l l  as  a l l  ty p e s  o f  a i r c r a f t  an d  se a -g o in g  s h ip s  
s h a l l  be p r o h ib i t e d  and  p re v e n te d . P ro d u c tio n  o f  
m e ta ls ,  c h e m ic a ls ,  m ach inery  and o t h e r  item s t h a t  a re  
d i r e c t l y  n e c e s s a r y  to  a  w ar economy s h a l l  be r i g i d l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  and  r e s t r i c t e d  to  G erm any 's app roved  p o s t-w a r  
p ea ce tim e  n e e d s  to  m eet th e  o b je c t iv e s  s ta t e d  i n  
P a ra g ra p h  15 . P ro d u c tiv e  c a p a c i ty  n o t  needed f o r  
p e r m it te d  p ro d u c t io n  s h a l l  be rem oved in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
th e  r e p a r a t i o n s  p la n  recommended by  th e  A l l ie d  
Commission on R e p a ra tio n s  and ap p ro v e d  by th e  G o v ern ­
m ents c o n c e rn e d  o r  i f  n o t  removed s h a l l  be d e s t r o y e d .

12 . A t th e  e a r l i e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  d a te ,  th e  German 
economy s h a l l  be d e c e n t r a l iz e d  f o r  th e  pu rpose  o f  
e l im in a t in g  th e  p r e s e n t  e x c e s s iv e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  
econom ic pow er as  e x e m p lif ie d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  by c a r t e l s ,  
s y n d ic a te s ,  t r u s t s  and o th e r  m o n o p o lis t ic  a r ra n g e m e n ts .

13. In  o rg a n iz in g  th e  German economy, p r im a ry
• em phasis  s h a l l  be g iv en  to  th e  developm ent o f  a g r i c u l ­
tu r e  and  p e a c e f u l  d o m estic  i n d u s t r i e s .

14. D u rin g  th e  p e r io d  o f  o c c u p a tio n  Germany s h a l l  
be t r e a t e d  a s  a  s in g le  econom ic u n i t .  To t h i s  e n d  
common p o l i c i e s  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  re g a rd  t o :

(a )  m in in g  and  i n d u s t r i a l  p ro d u c t io n  and a l l o c a t i o n ;
(b ) a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y  and f i s h i n g ;
(c )  w ages, p r ic e s  and r a t io n in g ;
(d ) im p o rt and  e x p o r t  program s f o r  Germany a s  a 

w h o le ;
(e )  c u r re n c y  and b a n k in g , c e n t r a l  t a x a t io n  a n d  

cus to m s ;
( f )  r e p a r a t i o n  and rem oval o f  i n d u s t r i a l  w a r 

p o t e n t i a l ;
(g ) t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  com m unications.

In  a p p ly in g  th e s e  p o l i c i e s  a c c o u n t s h a l l  b e  ta k e n ,  
w here a p p r o p r i a t e ,  o f  v a ry in g  lo c a l  c o n d i t io n s .

15 . A l l i e d  c o n t r o ls  s h a l l  be  im posed upon t h e  
German economy b u t  o n ly  to  th e  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a ry :
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(a )  to  c a r r y  o u t  p rogram s o f  i n d u s t r i a l  d isarm am en t 
an d  d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s ,  and o f  ap p ro v ed  
e x p o r ts  and im p o r ts .

(b) to  a s s u r e  th e  p ro d u c t io n  and m a in ten an ce  o f  
goods and s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e d  to  m eet th e  needs o f  th e  
o ccu p y in g  f o r c e s  and  d is p la c e d  p e rso n s  in  Germany and 
e s s e n t i a l  to  m a in ta in  in  Germany a v e ra g e  l i v i n g  s ta n d a rd s  
n o t  ex c e e d in g  th e  av e ra g e  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  l i v i n g  o f  
E uropean  c o u n t r i e s . (E uropean  c o u n t r ie s  means a l l  
E u ropean  c o u n t r ie s  e x c lu d in g  th e  U n ite d  Kingdom and th e  
Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l ic s .)

(c )  to  e n s u re  in  th e  m anner d e te rm in e d  by th e  
C o n tro l  C o u n c il th e  e q u i t a b le  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e s s e n t i a l  
com m odities b e tw een  th e  s e v e r a l  zones so as to  p ro d u ce  a  
b a la n c e d  economy th ro u g h o u t Germany and red u ce  th e  n e e d  
f o r  im p o rts .

(d) to  c o n t r o l  German in d u s t r y  and  a l l  econom ic and  
f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  e x p o r ts  
an d  im p o r ts , w i th  th e  aim o f  p r e v e n t in g  Germany from  
d e v e lo p in g  a  w ar p o t e n t i a l  t i a l [ s i c ]  and o f  a c h ie v in g  
th e  o th e r  o b j e c t i v e s  named h e r e in .

(e )  to  c o n t r o l  a l l  German p u b l ic  o r  p r iv a te  
s c i e n t i f i c  b o d ie s ,  r e s e a r c h  and e x p e r im e n ta l i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  c o n n e c ted  w ith  econom ic 
a c t i v i t i e s .

16. In  th e  im p o s i t io n  and  m ain ten an ce  o f  econom ic 
c o n t r o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  C o n tro l C o u n c il, German 
a d m in i s t r a t iv e  m ach in e ry  s h a l l  be c r e a te d  and th e  
German a u t h o r i t i e s  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  to  th e  f u l l e s t  
e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e  to  p ro c la im  and assume a d m in i s t r a t io n  
o f  such  c o n t r o l s .  Thus i t  s h o u ld  be b ro u g h t home to  th e  
German p e o p le  t h a t  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  a d m in is ­
t r a t i o n  o f  su ch  c o n t r o l s  and any breakdow n in  th e s e  
c o n t r o l s  w i l l  r e s t  w ith  th e m se lv e s . Any German 
c o n t r o l s  w hich  may ru n  c o u n te r  to  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  
o c c u p a tio n  w i l l  be  p r o h ib i t e d .

17. M easures s h a l l  be p ro m p tly  ta k e n :

(a ) to  e f f e c t  e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r  o f  t r a n s p o r t ;
(b) to  e n la r g e  c o a l  p ro d u c t io n ;
(c )  to  m axim ize a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u tp u t ;  and
(d) to  e f f e c t  em ergency r e p a i r  o f  h o u s in g  and  

e s s e n t i a l  u t i l i t i e s .

18. A p p ro p r ia te  s te p s  s h a l l  be ta k e n  by th e  C o n tro l 
C o u n c il to  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  and  th e  pow er o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  
o v e r  German-owned e x te r n a l  a s s e t s  n o t  a lre a d y  u n d e r  th e  
c o n t r o l  o f  U n ite d  N a tio n s  w hich  have tak en  p a r t  i n  th e  
w ar a g a in s t  Germany.
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19. Paym ent o f  R e p a ra tio n s  sh o u ld  le a v e  enough 
re s o u rc e s  to  e n a b le  th e  German p e o p le  to  s u b s i s t  w i th o u t  
e x t e r n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  I n  w o rk in g  o u t  th e  econom ic 
b a la n c e  o f  Germany th e  n e c e s s a r y  means m ust be p ro v id e d  
to  pay  f o r  im p o r ts  ap p ro v ed  by th e  C o n tro l  C o u n c il in  
Germany. The p ro c e e d s  o f  e x p o r ts  from  c u r r e n t  
p ro d u c tio n  and  s to c k s  s h a l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  in  th e  f i r s t  
p la c e  fo r  paym ent f o r  such  im p o r ts .

The above c la u s e  w i l l  n o t  a p p ly  to  th e  equ ipm en t and 
p ro d u c ts  r e f e r r e d  to  in  p a ra g ra p h s  4 (a )  and 4 (b )  o f  th e  
R e p a ra tio n s  A greem ent.

IV

REPARATIONS FROM GERMANY

In  ac c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  C rim ea d e c is io n  t h a t  Germany 
be  co m p elled  to  com pensate  to  th e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s ib le  
e x t e n t  f o r  th e  lo s s  and  s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  sh e  has c a u se d  to  
th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  and f o r  w hich th e  German p e o p le  c a n ­
n o t  escap e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  ag reem en t on 
r e p a r a t io n s  was re a c h e d :

1. R e p a ra t io n  c la im s  o f  th e  U .S .S .R . s h a l l  be  m et 
by rem ovals from  th e  zone o f  Germany o c c u p ie d  by th e  
U .S .S .R . and from  a p p r o p r ia te  German e x t e r n a l  a s s e t s .

2 . The U .S .S .R . u n d e r ta k e s  to  s e t t l e  th e  r e p a r a t i o n  
c la im s  o f  P o la n d  from  i t s  own s h a re  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s .

3. The r e p a r a t i o n  c la im s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  th e  
U n ite d  Kingdom and o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  e n t i t l e d  to  
r e p a r a t io n s  s h a l l  be  m et from  th e  W este rn  Zones and  from  
a p p r o p r ia te  German e x te r n a l  a s s e t s .

4 . In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  r e p a r a t i o n s  to  be ta k e n  by 
th e  U .S .S .R . from  i t s  own zone o f  o c c u p a tio n , th e  
U .S .S .R . s h a l l  r e c e iv e  a d d i t i o n a l l y  from  th e  W estern  
Z o n e s :

(a )  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  such  u s a b le  and com ple te  
i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  eq u ip m en t, i n  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  from  
th e  m e t a l l u r g i c a l ,  ch em ica l and m achine m a n u fa c tu r in g  
i n d u s t r i e s ,  a s  i s  u n n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e  Zones o f  Germany, 
in  exchange f o r  an e q u iv a le n t  v a lu e  o f  fo o d , c o a l ,  
p o ta s h ,  z in c ,  t im b e r ,  c la y  p r o d u c ts ,  p e tro le u m  p r o d u c ts ,  
and such  o th e r  com m odities as  may be a g re e d  upon.

(b ) 10  p e r  c e n t  o f  such  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  e q u ip ­
m ent a s  i s  u n n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  German p e a c e  economy and 
s h o u ld  be rem oved from  th e  W estern  Z ones, to  be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  S o v ie t  Governm ent on r e p a r a t io n s  
a c c o u n t w ith o u t  paym ent o r  exchange o f  any  k in d  in  
r e t u r n .
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Removals o f  eq u ip m en t as  p ro v id e d  i n  (a )  and (b) 
above s h a l l  be made s im u lta n e o u s ly .

5 . The amount o f  equ ipm ent to  b e  rem oved from th e  
W estern  Zones on a c c o u n t o f  r e p a r a t i o n s  m ust be 
d e te rm in e d  w i th in  s i x  m onths from  now a t  th e  l a t e s t .

6 . Removals o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  equ ipm ent s h a l l  
b e g in  a s  soon a s  p o s s ib l e  and s h a l l  be co m p le ted  w i th in  
two y e a r s  from  th e  d e te r m in a tio n  s p e c i f i e d  i n  p a ra g ra p h
5. The d e l iv e r y  o f  p ro d u c ts  c o v e re d  by 4 (a )  above 
s h a l l  b e g in  as soon a s  p o s s ib le  and s h a l l  b e  made by th e  
U .S .S .R . in  a g re e d  i n s t a l lm e n t s  w i th in  f iv e  y e a rs  o f  th e  
d a te  h e r e o f .  The d e te r m in a tio n  o f  th e  am ount and 
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  eq u ip m en t 
u n n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e  German p e a c e •economy and th e r e fo r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e p a r a t i o n s  s h a l l  be  made by  th e  C o n tro l 
C o u n c il u nder p o l i c i e s  f ix e d  by th e  A l l i e d  Commission on 
R e p a ra t io n s ,  w ith  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  F ra n c e , s u b je c t  
to  th e  f i n a l  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  Zone Commander in  th e  Zone 
from  w hich  th e  eq u ip m en t i s  to  be rem oved.

7. P r io r  to  th e  f i x i n g  o f  th e  t o t a l  amount o f  
equ ipm en t s u b je c t  to  rem o v a l, advance d e l i v e r i e s  s h a l l  
be made in  r e s p e c t  o f  such  equ ip m en t a s  w i l l  be 
d e te rm in e d  to  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  d e l iv e r y  in  acco rd an ce  
w ith  th e  p ro c e d u re  s e t  f o r t h  i n  th e  l a s t  s e n te n c e  o f  
p a ra g ra p h  6 .

8 . The S o v ie t  Governm ent ren o u n ces  a l l  c la im s in  
r e s p e c t  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s  to  s h a re s  o f  German e n t e r p r i s e s  
w hich  a r e  lo c a te d  in  th e  W estern  Zones o f  o c c u p a tio n  in  
Germany as  w e ll  a s  to  German f o r e ig n  a s s e t s  i n  a l l  
c o u n t r ie s  e x c e p t th o s e  s p e c i f i e d  in  p a ra g ra p h  9 below .

9 . The G overnm ents o f  th e  U.K. and th e  U.S.A . 
ren o u n ce  t h e i r  c la im s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  r e p a r a t io n s  to  
s h a re s  o f  German e n t e r p r i s e s  w hich  a r e  lo c a te d  in  th e  
E a s te rn  Zone o f  o c c u p a tio n  in  Germany, as  w e l l  as to  
German f o re ig n  a s s e t s  i n  B u lg a r ia ,  F in la n d ,  H ungary, 
Rumania and E a s te rn  A u s t r i a .

10 . The S o v ie t  Governm ent makes no c la im s  to  g o ld  
c a p tu re d  by th e  A l l i e d  tro o p s  in  Germany.

[V]

DISPOSAL OF THE GERMAN NAVY AND MERCHANT MARINE

The C onference  a g re e d  in  p r i n c i p l e  upon a rran g em en ts  
f o r  th e  u se  and d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  s u r r e n d e re d  German f l e e t  
and m erch an t s h ip s .  I t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  Three 
G overnm ents w ould a p p o in t  e x p e r ts  to  work o u t  to g e th e r  
d e t a i l e d  p la n s  to  g iv e  e f f e c t  to  th e  a g re e d  p r i n c i p l e s .
A f u r t h e r  j o i n t  s ta te m e n t  w i l l  be p u b l is h e d  
s im u lta n e o u s ly  by th e  T hree G overnm ents in  due c o u rse .
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VI.
CITY OF KOENIGSBERG AND THE ADJACENT AREA

The C o n feren ce  exam ined a  p ro p o s a l  by th e  S o v ie t  
Government t h a t  p en d in g  th e  f i n a l  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  
t e r r i t o r i a l  q u e s tio n s  a t  th e  p ea ce  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  
s e c t io n  o f  th e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  th e  Union o f  S o v ie t 
S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lics  w hich  i s  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  B a l t i c  Sea 
should  p a s s  from a p o i n t  on th e  e a s t e r n  sh o re  o f  th e  Bay 
o f  D anzig  to  th e  e a s t ,  n o r th  o f  B ra u n s b e rg -G o ld a p , to  
the  m e e tin g  p o in t  o f  th e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  L i th u a n ia ,  th e  
P o lish  R e p u b lic  and E a s t  P r u s s ia .

The C o n feren ce  h a s  ag re ed  i n  p r i n c i p l e  to  th e  
p ro p o sa l o f  th e  S o v ie t  Government c o n c e rn in g  th e  
u l t im a te  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  S o v ie t  U nion o f  th e  C i ty  o f  
K o en ig sb erg  and the  a r e a  a d ja c e n t  to  i t  as d e s c r ib e d  
above s u b j e c t  to  e x p e r t  ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  a c t u a l  
f r o n t i e r .

The P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  and  th e  B r i t i s h  
Prime M in i s t e r  have d e c la re d  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  s u p p o r t  th e  
p ro p o sa l o f  th e  C onference  a t  th e  fo rth c o m in g  p e a c e  
s e t t l e m e n t .

V II.

WAR CRIMINALS

The T h re e  Governm ents have ta k e n  n o te  o f  th e  
d is c u s s io n s  w hich have been p ro c e e d in g  in  r e c e n t  weeks 
in  London betw een  B r i t i s h ,  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  S o v ie t  and 
French r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w ith  a  v iew  to  r e a c h in g  ag reem en t 
on th e  m eth o d s o f t r i a l  o f  th o s e  m a jo r w ar c r im in a l s  
whose c r im e s  under th e  Moscow D e c la r a t io n  o f  O c to b e r  
1943 have n o  p a r t i c u l a r  g e o g ra p h ic a l  l o c a l i z a t i o n .  The 
Three G overnm ents r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  to  b r i n g  
those  c r im in a l s  to  s w i f t  and s u re  j u s t i c e .  They hope 
th a t  th e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  London w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  sp eed y  
agreem ent b e in g  re a c h e d  fo r  t h i s  p u rp o s e , and th e y  
re g a rd  i t  a s  a m a tte r  o f  g r e a t  im p o rta n c e  t h a t  t h e  t r i a l  
o f  th o se  m a jo r  c r im in a ls  sh o u ld  b e g in  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  
p o s s ib le  d a t e .  The f i r s t  l i s t  o f  d e fe n d a n ts  w i l l  be 
p u b lis h e d  b e f o re  Septem ber 1 .

V III

AUSTRIA

The C o n fe ren ce  exam ined a  p ro p o s a l  by  th e  S o v ie t  
Government on the  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
A u s tr ia n  P r o v is io n a l  Government to  a l l  o f  A u s t r i a .
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The Three Governm ents a g re e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere p re p a re d  
to  exam ine t h i s  q u e s t io n  a f t e r  th e  e n t r y  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  
and  A m erican f o r c e s  in to  th e  c i t y  o f  V ien n a .

IX

POLAND

The C o n feren ce  c o n s id e re d  q u e s t io n s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  
P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent and th e  w e s te rn  boundary  
o f  P o la n d .

On th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  Government o f  N a tio n a l 
U n ity  th e y  d e f in e d  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
s ta te m e n t:

A— We have ta k e n  n o te  w i th  p le a s u re  o f  th e  a g r e e ­
ment re a c h e d  among r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o le s  from  P o land  and  
a b ro ad  w hich h as  made p o s s ib l e  th e  fo rm a tio n , in  
acc o rd an c e  w ith  th e  d e c is io n s  reach ed  a t  th e  Crim ea 
C o n fe ren ce , o f  a P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent o f  
N a t io n a l  U n ity  re c o g n iz e d  by  th e  Three Pow ers. The 
e s ta b l is h m e n t  by th e  B r i t i s h  and th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
Governm ents o f  d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  th e  P o l is h  
P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent has  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  
t h e i r  r e c o g n i t io n  from  th e  fo rm er P o l i s h  Government in  
London, w hich no lo n g e r  e x i s t s .

The B r i t i s h  and U n ite d  S ta t e s  G overnm ents have ta k e n  
m easu res to  p r o t e c t  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  P o l i s h  
P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent as  th e  re c o g n iz e d  governm ent o f  
th e  P o l i s h  S ta te  in  th e  p r o p e r ty  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  P o l i s h  
S ta t e  lo c a te d  in  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  and  u n d e r  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l ,  w h a te v e r  th e  form  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r ty  may b e .
They have f u r t h e r  ta k e n  m easu res  to  p r e v e n t  a l i e n a t i o n  
to  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  o f  such  p r o p e r ty .  A l l  p ro p e r  
f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be g iv e n  to  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  
Government f o r  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  th e  o r d in a r y  le g a l  
rem ed ie s  f o r  th e  re c o v e ry  o f  any p r o p e r ty  b e lo n g in g  to  
th e  P o l i s h  S ta t e  w hich  may have been w ro n g fu lly  
a l i e n a t e d .

The th r e e  Powers a re  an x io u s  to  a s s i s t  th e  P o l i s h  
P r o v is io n a l  Government in  f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e  r e tu r n  o f  
P o lan d  as  soon as p r a c t i c a b l e  o f  a l l  P o le s  ab ro ad  who 
w ish  to  go, in c lu d in g  members o f  th e  P o l i s h  Armed F o rc e s  
and th e  M erchant M arin e . They e x p e c t t h a t  th o se  P o le s  
who r e tu r n  home s h a l l  be a c c o rd e d  p e r s o n a l  and p r o p e r ty  
r i g h t s  on th e  same b a s i s  a s  a l l  P o l is h  c i t i z e n s .

The th r e e  Powers n o te  t h a t  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  
Governm ent in  a cc o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  th e  
Crim ea C onference  h as  a g re e d  to  th e  h o ld in g  o f  f r e e  and  
u n f e t t e r e d  e l e c t i o n s  a s  soon a s  p o s s ib le  on th e  b a s is  o f  
u n iv e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  and s e c r e t  b a l l o t  in  w hich  a l l
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d e m o cra tic  and a n t i - N a z i  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  have th e  r i g h t  to  
ta k e  p a r t  and to  p u t  fo rw a rd  c a n d id a te s ,  and t h a t  
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f  th e  A l l i e d  p re s s  s h a l l  e n jo y  f u l l  
freedom  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  w o r ld  upon dev e lo p m en ts  in  
P o lan d  b e fo re  and d u r in g  th e  e l e c t i o n s .

B— The fo l lo w in g  a g ree m en t was r e a c h e d  on th e  
w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o lan d :

In  c o n fo rm ity  w i th  th e  ag reem en t on P o lan d  re a c h e d  
a t  th e  Crim ea C o n fe ren ce  th e  th r e e  H eads o f  Government 
have so u g h t th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  P o l is h  P r o v is io n a l  
Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity  i n  r e g a rd  to  th e  a c c e s s io n  
o f  t e r r i t o r y  in  th e  n o r th  an d  w es t w h ich  P o lan d  sh o u ld  
r e c e iv e .  The P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  N a tio n a l C o u n c il o f  
P o lan d  and members o f  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  Government 
o f  N a tio n a l U n ity  have been  r e c e iv e d  a t  th e  C onference 
and have f u l l y  p r e s e n te d  t h e i r  v iew s. The th r e e  Heads 
o f  Government r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  
d e l im i ta t io n  o f  th e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o lan d  sh o u ld  
a w a it  th e  p eace  s e t t l e m e n t .

The th r e e  Heads o f  G overnm ent a g re e  t h a t ,  pen d in g  
th e  f i n a l  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  P o la n d 's  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r ,  
th e  fo rm er German t e r r i t o r i e s  e a s t  o f  a  l i n e  ru n n in g  
from  th e  B a l t i c  S ea im m e d ia te ly  w est o f  Swinemunde, and 
th e n c e  a lo n g  th e  Oder R iv e r  to  th e  c o n f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
w e s te rn  N ie sse  R iv e r  and a lo n g  th e  w e s te rn  N ie sse  to  th e  
C zechoslovak  f r o n t i e r ,  in c lu d in g  th a t  p o r t i o n  o f  E a s t 
P r u s s ia  n o t  p la c e d  u n d er th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  Union 
o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic s  in  a cco rd an ce  w ith  th e  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  re a c h e d  a t  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  and in c lu d in g  
th e  a r e a  o f  th e  fo rm e r f r e e  c i t y  o f  D an z ig , s h a l l  be 
u n d e r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  P o l is h  S ta t e  and f o r  
such  p u rp o se s  s h o u ld  n o t  be c o n s id e re d  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  
S o v ie t  zone o f  o c c u p a tio n  i n  Germany.

X.

CONCLUSION OF PEACE TREATIES AND ADMISSION TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION.

The C o n feren ce  a g re e d  upon th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t 
o f  common p o l ic y  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  as soon  as p o s s ib le ,  
th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  l a s t i n g  p e a c e  a f t e r  v i c t o r y  in  E urope:

The Three G overnm ents c o n s id e r  i t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  th e  
p r e s e n t  anom alous p o s i t i o n  o f  I t a l y ,  B u lg a r ia ,  F in la n d , 
H ungary and Rumania s h o u ld  b e  te rm in a te d  by th e  
c o n c lu s io n  o f  P eace T r e a t i e s .  They t r u s t  t h a t  th e  o th e r  
i n t e r e s t e d  A l l ie d  G overnm ents w i l l* s h a r e  th e s e  v iew s.
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F o r  t h e i r  p a r t  th e  T h ree  G overnm ents have in c lu d e d  
th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a P eace  T re a ty  f o r  I t a l y  as th e  f i r s t  
among th e  im m ediate  im p o r ta n t  ta s k s  to  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  by 
th e  new C ouncil o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s .  I t a l y  was th e  
f i r s t  o f  th e  A x is  Powers to  b re a k  w ith  Germany, to  whose 
d e f e a t  she h as  made a m a t e r i a l  c o n t r ib u t i o n ,  and h a s  now 
j o i n e d  w ith  th e  A l l i e s  i n  th e  s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  J a p a n . 
I t a l y  has f r e e d  h e r s e l f  from  th e  F a s c i s t  regim e a n d  i s  
m aking  good p r o g re s s  to w ard s  th e  r e e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
d e m o c ra tic  governm ent an d  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The c o n c lu s io n  
o f  s u c h  a P eace T re a ty  w i th  a  re c o g n iz e d  and d e m o c ra tic  
I t a l i a n  Government w i l l  make i t  p o s s ib l e  f o r  th e  T h ree  
Governm ents to  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  s u p p o r t  an 
a p p l i c a t io n  from  I t a l y  f o r  m em bership o f  The U n ite d  
N a t io n s .

The Three G overnm ents hav e  a ls o  c h a rg e d  th e  C o u n c il 
o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  w ith  th e  t a s k  o f  p r e p a r in g  P eace  
T r e a t i e s  fo r  B u lg a r ia ,  F in la n d ,  Hungary an d  Rumania.
The c o n c lu s io n  o f  Peace T r e a t i e s  w ith  r e c o g n iz e d  
d e m o c ra tic  Governm ents i n  th e s e  S ta te s  w i l l  a ls o  e n a b le  
the  th r e e  Governm ents to  s u p p o r t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from  them 
fo r  m em bership o f  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s . The th re e  
G overnm ents a g re e  to  exam ine e a ch  s e p a r a t e l y  in  th e  n e a r  
f u t u r e ,  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  th e n  p r e v a i l i n g ,  
the  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  F in la n d ,  
Rum ania, B u lg a r ia ,  and H ungary  to  th e  e x t e n t  p o s s ib le  
p r i o r  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  p e ac e  t r e a t i e s  w ith  th o s e  
c o u n t r i e s .

The th re e  G overnm ents h av e  no doub t t h a t  in  v iew  o f  
th e  changed c o n d i t io n s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  te r m in a t io n  o f  
th e  w a r in  E u ro p e , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A l l ie d  p r e s s  
w i l l  en jo y  f u l l  freedom  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  w o rld  upon 
developm ents i n  Rumania, B u lg a r ia ,  H ungary  and F in la n d .

As re g a rd s  th e  a d m iss io n  o f  o th e r  s t a t e s  in to  th e  
U n ite d  N ations O rg a n iz a t io n ,  A r t i c l e  4 o f  th e  C h a r te r  o f  
th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  d e c la r e s  t h a t :

"1 . M embership in  t h e  U n ited  N a t io n s  i s  open  to  
a l l  o th e r  p e a c e - lo v in g  S ta ite s  who a c c e p t  the  
o b l ig a t io n s  c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  C h a r te r  an d , 
i n  the  judgm ent o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  a r e  a b le  and  
w i l l i n g  to  c a r r y  o u t th e s e  o b l i g a t i o n s ;

"2 . th e  a d m iss io n  o f  any  such S t a t e  to  m em bership 
i n  the  U n ite d  N a tio n s  w i l l  be e f f e c t e d  by a 
d e c is io n  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A ssem bly upon  th e  recommenda­
t i o n  of th e  S e c u r i ty  C o u n c i l ."

The Three G overnm ents, so  f a r  as th e y  a re  c o n c e rn e d ,
. w i l l  su p p o rt a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  m em bership from  th o s e  

S t a t e s  which h av e  rem ain ed  n e u t r a l  d u r in g  th e  w ar and  
w hich  f u l f i l l  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s e t  o u t  above.
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The T hree G overnm ents f e e l  bound how ever to  make i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  th e y  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  w ould n o t  f a v o r  any  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m em bership p u t  fo rw a rd  by th e  p r e s e n t  
S p a n ish  G overnm ent, w h ich , h av in g  b een  founded , w i th  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  th e  A xis P ow ers, does n o t ,  i n  v iew  o f  i t s  
o r i g i n s ,  i t s  n a tu r e ,  i t s  r e c o rd  and  i t s  c lo s e  a s s o c i a ­
t i o n  w ith  th e  a g g r e s s o r  S t a t e s ,  p o s s e s s  th e  q u a l i f i c a ­
t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to  j u s t i f y  such  m em bership .

XI

TERRITORIAL TRUSTEESHIPS

The C o n fe ren ce  exam ined  a  p ro p o s a l  by  th e  S o v ie t  
G overnm ent c o n c e rn in g  t r u s t e e s h ip  t e r r i t o r i e s  a s  d e f in e d  
in  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  Crimea C o n feren ce  and in  th e  
C h a r te r  o f  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  O rg a n iz a t io n .

A f te r  an exchange o f  view s on t h i s  q u e s tio n  i t  was 
d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  any  fo rm er I t a l i a n  
t e r r i t o r i e s  was one to  be  d e c id ed  in  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  th e  
p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a  p eace  t r e a t y  f o r  I t a l y  and  t h a t  th e  
q u e s t io n  o f  I t a l i a n  t e r r i t o r y  w ould  b e  c o n s id e re d  by  th e  
S ep tem ber C o u n c il o f  M in is te r s  o f  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s .

X II

REVISED ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION PROCEDURE IN 
RUMANIA, BULGARIA, AND HUNGARY

The T hree G overnm ents took  n o te  t h a t  th e  S o v ie t  
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  on th e  A l l i e d  C o n tro l  Com m issions in  
Rum ania, B u lg a r ia  and  H ungary, have com m unicated to  
t h e i r  U h ited  Kingdom and  U n ited  S t a t e s  c o l le a g u e s  
p r o p o s a ls  f o r  im p ro v in g  th e  work o f  th e  C o n tro l 
Com m ission, now t h a t  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  E urope have c e a s e d .

The T hree G overnm ents a g re e d  t h a t  th e  r e v i s i o n  o f  
th e  p ro c e d u re s  o f  th e  A l l i e d  C o n tro l Com m issions in  
th e s e  c o u n t r ie s  w ould now be u n d e r ta k e n , ta k in g  i n t o  
a c c o u n t th e  i n t e r e s t s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  T hree 
G overnm ents w hich  to g e th e r  p r e s e n te d  th e  term s o f  
a r m is t i c e  to  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r ie s ,  and a c c e p t in g  as 
a  b a s i s  th e  a g re e d  p r o p o s a ls .

X III

ORDERLY TRANSFERS OF GERMAN POPULATIONS

The C o n fe ren ce  re a c h e d  th e  fo llo w in g  ag reem en t on 
th e  rem oval o f  Germans from  P o lan d , C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  and 
H u n g ary :
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The T hree Governm ents, h av in g  c o n s id e re d  th e  
q u e s t io n  in  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s ,  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  t r a n s f e r  
to  Germany o f  German p o p u la t io n s ,  o r  e le m e n ts  th e r e o f ,  
re m a in in g  in  P o land , C z e ch o s lo v a k ia  and  H ungary, w i l l  
h av e  to  be u n d e r ta k e n . They a g re e  t h a t  any t r a n s f e r s  
t h a t  ta k e  p la c e  shou ld  be e f f e c t e d  i n  an  o r d e r ly  and 
humane m anner.

S in ce  th e  in f lu x  o f  a  l a r g e  num ber o f  Germans in to  
Germany w ould in c re a s e  th e  b u rden  a l r e a d y  r e s t i n g  on th e  
o ccu p y in g  a u t h o r i t i e s , th e y  c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  A l l i e d  
C o n tro l C o u n c il in  Germany sh o u ld  i n  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  
exam ine th e  problem  w ith  s p e c ia l  r e g a r d  to  th e  q u e s tio n  
o f  e q u i t a b le  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e s e  Germans among th e  
s e v e r a l  zones o f  o c c u p a tio n . They a r e  a c c o rd in g ly  
i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on th e  
C o n tro l C o u n c il to  r e p o r t  to  t h e i r  G overnm ents as  soon 
as  p o s s ib le  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich  su ch  p e rso n s  have 
a l r e a d y  e n te r e d  Germany from  P o la n d , C ze c h o s lo v a k ia  and 
H ungary, and to  subm it an e s t im a te  o f  th e  tim e  and r a t e  
a t  w hich f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r s  c o u ld  be  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  h a v in g  
r e g a rd  to  th e  p re s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  Germany.

The C zechoslovak G overnm ent, t h e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  
Government an d  th e  C o n tro l C ouncil i n  H ungary a re  a t  th e  
same tim e b e in g  inform ed o f  th e  a b o v e , and a r e  b e in g  
r e q u e s te d  m eanwhile to  su sp en d  f u r t h e r  e x p u ls io n s  
p en d in g  th e  ex am in a tio n  by th e  G overnm ents co n c e rn e d  o f  
th e  r e p o r t  from  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on th e  C o n tro l 
C o u n c il .

XIV

MILITARY TALKS

D uring  th e  C onference th e r e  w ere  m e e tin g s  betw een  
th e  C h ie fs  o f  S ta f f  o f  th e  th re e  G overnm ents on m i l i t a r y  
m a t te r s  o f  common i n t e r e s t .

A pproved:
J .  V. STALIN 
HARRY S. TRUMAN 
C. R. ATTLEE

LIST OF DELEGATIONS 

F or th e  U n ite d  S ta te s

The P r e s id e n t :
H arry  S . Truman

The S e c r e ta ry  o f S t a t e :
James F . Byrnes

F le e t  A dm iral W illiam  D. Leahy, U .S .N ., C h ie f  o f  
S t a f f  to  th e  P r e s id e n t
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Jo sep h  E . D av ies , S p e c ia l  A m bassador 
Edwin P a u le y , S p e c ia l  Am bassador 
W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an [ ,  ] A m bassador to  th e  U .S .S .R . 
G en era l o f  th e  Army, George C. M a rs h a l l ,  C h ie f o f  

S t a f f ,  U n ited  S t a t e s  Army 
F le e t  A d m ira l, E r n e s t  J .  K ing , U .S .N ., C h ie f o f  

N av a l O p e ra tio n s  and  Commander in  C h ie f ,  U .S.
F l e e t

G en era l o f  the  Army, H. H. A rn o ld , U .S . Army A ir  
F o rc e s

L ie u te n a n t  G enera! [s i c ] B rehon B. S o m e rv e ll, 
Commanding G e n e ra l, Army S e rv ic e  F o rc e s  

Vice A d m ira l Emory S. Land, War S h ip p in g  
A d m in is t r a to r  

W illia m  L. C la y to n [ , ]  A s s i s ta n t  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e  
James C. D unn[,] A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e ta ry  o f  S ta te  
Ben C ohen , S p e c ia l  A s s i s ta n t  to  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  

S t a t e
H. F reem an M atthew s, D ir e c to r  o f  E u ro p ean  A f f a i r s ,  

D ep artm en t o f  S t a t e  
C h a r le s  E. B o h le n [ ,]  A s s i s ta n t  to  th e  S e c r e ta r y ,  
( to g e th e r  w ith  p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and  te c h n ic a l  

a d v i s e r s )  .

F or the  U n i te d  Kingdom

The P rim e  M in is te r :
Mr. W in sto n  S. C h u r c h i l l ,  M.P.
Mr. C. R. A t t l e e ,  M.P.

The S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s :
Mr. A nthony Eden, M.P.
Mr. E r n e s t  B ev in , M.P.

Lord L e a t h e r s ! , ]  M in is te r  o f  War T ra n s p o r t  
S ir  A le x a n d e r  Cadogan, P erm anent Under S e c r e ta ry  o f  

S t a t e  f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  
S ir  A r c h ib a ld  C la rk  K e rr , H.M. A m bassador a t  Moscow 
S ir  W a l te r  M onckton, Head o f  th e  U.K. D e le g a tio n  to  

Moscow R e p a ra tio n s  Commission.
S ir  W ill ia m  S tra n g , P o l i t i c a l  A d v ise r  to  th e  

C o m m an d er-in -C h ief, B r i t i s h  Zone in  Germany.
F ie ld  M arsh a l S i r  A lan  B rooke, C h ie f  o f  th e  I m p e r ia l  

G e n e ra l S ta f f .
M arshal o f  the  R oyal A ir  F o rc e , S i r  C h a r le s  P o r t a l ,  

C h ie f  o f  the  A ir  S t a f f .
A dm iral o f  th e  F l e e t  S i r  Andrew Cunningham , F i r s t  

Sea L o rd .
G eneral S i r  H a s tin g s  Ism ay, C h ie f  o f  S t a f f  to  th e  

M in i s t e r  o f  D efen ce .
F ie ld  M a rsh a l S i r  H a ro ld  A lex a n d e r, Supreme A l l i e d  

Commander, M e d ite rra n e a n  T h e a tre .
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F ie ld  M arshal S i r  H enry M a it la n d  W ilso n , Head o f  th e  
B r i t i s h  J o in t  S t a f f  M iss io n  a t  W ash ing ton , 

and o th e r  a d v is e r s

[F o r th e  S o v ie t  U nion]

[The Chairman o f  th e  C o u n c il o f  P e o p le 's  Com m issars: 
J .  V. S ta l in  

P e o p le 's  Commissar f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s :
V. M. M olotov 

F le e t  A dm iral N. G. K u zn e tso v , P e o p le 's  Commissar, 
th e  N aval F l e e t  o f  th e  U .S .S .R .

A. I .  Antonov, C h ie f  o f  S t a f f  o f  th e  Red Army 
A. Ya V y sh in sk i, D eputy  P e o p le 's  Commissar f o r  

F o re ig n  A f fa i r s  
S. I .  K a v ta rad z e , A s s i s t a n t  P e o p le 's  Commissar f o r  

F o re ig n  A f fa i r s  
I .  M. M aisky, A s s i s t a n t  P e o p le 's  Commissar f o r  

F o re ig n  A f fa i r s  
A dm iral S. G. K ucherov , C h ie f  o f  S t a f f  o f  th e  N aval 

F le e t
F. T. Gusev, A m bassador o f  th e  S o v ie t  Union in  G rea t 

B r i t a i n
A. A. Gromyko, A m bassador o f  th e  S o v ie t  Union i n  th e  

U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m erica 
K. V. N ovikov, Member o f  th e  C o lle g iu m  o f  th e

C om m issaria t f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  
Second European D iv is io n  

S. K. T sa ra p k in , Member o f  th e  C o lleg iu m  o f  th e  
C om m issaria t f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  D iv is io n  

S. P. K ozyrev, D i r e c to r  o f  th e  F i r s t  E uropean 
D iv is io n  o f  th e  C o m m issa ria t f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  

A. A. L a v rish c h e v , D i r e c to r  o f  th e  D iv is io n  o f
B alkan  C o u n tr ie s , C o m m issa ria t f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  

A. A. S obolev , C h ie f  o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  S e c tio n  o f  th e  
S o v ie t  M il i t a r y  A d m in is t r a t io n  in  Germany 

I .  [M.] Z. Saburov , A s s i s t a n t  to  th e  C h ie f  o f  th e  
S o v ie t  M il i ta r y  A d m in is t r a t io n  i n  Germany 

A. [S .]  A. G olunsky, E x p e r t  c o n s u l t a n t  o f  th e  
C om m issaria t f o r  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  

and a l s o  p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  and  t e c h n ic a l  
a s s i s t a n t s .  ] 1

U n ited  S ta te s  D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l in  (The 
P o tsdam  C onference) 1945, I I  (W ash in g to n : U n ite d  S ta te s
G overnm ent P r in t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 0 ), p p . 1499-1514 .



CHAPTER X

POST-CONFERENCE DEVELOPMENTS

The New York Times ra n  a  s to r y  by th e  A s s o c ia te d  

P r e s s  in  th e  A ugust 4 , 1945, e d i t i o n  th a t  no s e c r e t  a r r a n g e ­

m ents w ere made a t  th e  c o n fe re n c e . P a r t  o f  t h e  s to ry  r e a d :

ABOARD THE UNITED STATES CRUSIER AUGUSTA, W ith 
P r e s i d e n t  Truman, Aug. 3 - - P r e s id e n t  Truman to ld  
r e p o r t e r s  to d ay  t h a t  he  had  made "no s e c r e t  ag reem en ts  
o f  any k in d "  in  h i s  c o n fe re n c e  w ith  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  and  
P rim e M in is te r  A t t l e e  a t  Potsdam . ^

The A s s o c ia te d  P re s s  a c c o u n t w ent on to  r e p o r t  th e

P r e s i d e n t  was w ork ing  on a  r e p o r t  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  to  b e

d e l iv e r e d  on n a t io n -w id e  r a d io  when he r e tu r n e d  to
2

W a sh in g to n , D.C. On page th re e  o f  th e  same i s s u e  th e  New

York Tim es c a r r i e d  e x c e r p ts  from  e d i t o r i a l  comments o f

v a r io u s  n ew sp ap ers  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n try  on th e  c o n fe re n c e .

Some o f  th e s e  comments re a d :

CLEVELAND

" J u s t i f i a b l y  H arsh  M easures"

The P la in  D e a le r

" I n  a d o p tin g  j u s t i f i a b l y  h a r s h  m easu res  ' t o  a s s u r e  
t h a t  Germany n e v e r  a g a in  w i l l  th r e a te n  h e r  n e ig h b o rs  o r

■'■The New York T im es, A ugust 4 , 1945, p .  1.

^ I b i d . , p . 1 .

170
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th e  p e ac e  o f  th e  w o r l d , ' th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  B ig  T hree a t  
P o tsdam  a c h ie v e d  a  g r e a t e r  d eg re e  o f  A l l i e d  p o l i t i c a l  
u n i ty  th a n  was d i s c e r n i b l e  a f t e r  e i t h e r  th e  T eheran  o r  
Y a l ta  c o n fe re n c e s .

"The lan g u ag e  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t  i s  lan g u ag e  t h a t  th e  
Germans can  u n d e r s ta n d .  They w i l l  n o t  have a  t h i r d  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s t a r t  on th e  ro a d  o f  w o r ld  c o n q u e s t- -a n  
o p p o r tu n i ty  in  w h ich  th ey  m ig h t s u c c e e d ."

NASHVILLE

"Germany W ith o u t Claws"

The T ennessean

"P o tsdam  a p p e a rs  to  hav e  been  m a in ly  a p o s t-m o rtem  
on th e  l a s t  w ar i n  E urope. * * *

" A ll  in  a l l  th e  communique r e v e a l s  t h a t  Potsdam  
a t te m p te d  to  d is p o s e  o f  th e  body o f  th e  co n q u ered  and  to  
p la n  f o r  th e  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  o f  a p a r t  o f  i t .  A Germany 
w i th o u t  c la w s , w i th  a  new s p i r i t  and  a  much s m a l le r  
g i r t h  i s  c o n te m p la te d ."

SALT LAKE CITY 

G adsden D eal R e c a lle d  

The T rib u n e

" I s o l a t i o n i s t s  a r e  c o m p la in in g  b e c a u s e  th e  P o l i s h  
b o u n d ary  i s s u e  was n o t  s e t t l e d  a c c o rd in g  to  p la n s  more 
a c c e p ta b le  to  A m erican s. B u t u n i ty  an d  p eace  c o u ld  n o t  
b e  j e o p a r d iz e d  by becom ing in v o lv e d  i n  a European  b o rd e r  
c o n t r o v e r s y .  What w ould  o u r  A m erican s ta te s m e n  have 
s a id  i f  any  E uropean  power h a d  i n t e r f e r e d  w ith  th e  
G adsden d e a l  by  w hich  o u r  M exican b o u n d a ry  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1853?"3

On th e  South  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d  o f  T in ia n ,  p a r t  o f  th e  

M arian as  I s l a n d  c h a in , an  A m erican B-29 h a d  ta k e n  o f f  a ro u n d  

2 :45  A.M. on A ugust 6 , 1945— d e s t i n a t i o n :  H iro sh im a ,

^Ibid., p. 3.
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4J a p a n . H a lf  way a round  th e  w o rld  th e  A u g u sta  was s t i l l  on 

c o u rse  f o r  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  On b o a rd  th e  w a tch  o f f i c e r  

f o r  th e  W hite House Map Room was C a p ta in  F ran k  Graham. The 

W hite  House Map Room, as fo u n d  in  W ash ing ton , D .C ., had  been  

s e t  up on th e  Augusta."*

T h is  room was co v e re d  w ith  a  map o f  th e  w o r ld  and  

o t h e r  maps o f  Europe and A s ia , w hich o u t l i n e d  a l l  tro o p  

l o c a t io n s  o f  th e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s .  I t  was h e re  th e  w ar was 

c o n d u c te d  i n  Europe and A s ia . The o n ly  c o n f l i c t  was in  th e  

S o u th  P a c i f i c .  C a p ta in  Graham, a few m in u te s  b e f o re  noon , 

w en t to  th e  d in in g  room w here P r e s id e n t  Truman was h a v in g  

lu n c h  w ith  th e  s h i p 's  crew . He handed a  m essage from  th e
g

Navy D epartm ent to  th e  P r e s id e n t .  I t  re a d :

TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR

B ig  bomb d ropped  on H irosh im a A ugust 5 a t  7 :15 P.M. 
W ash ing ton  t im e . F i r s t  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  co m p le te  
s u c c e s s  w hich was even more co n sp icu o u s th a n  e a r l i e r  
t e s t . 7

^Jo sep h  L au ran ce  M arx, N agasak i The N e c e ssa ry  Bomb 
(New York: The M acm illan  Company7 1 9 7 1 ), p .  I~.

^H arry  S. Truman, Y ear o f  D e c is io n s  M emoirs by H arry
S . Trum an, I  (New York: S ig n e t  p a p e rb ack , 1965) , p p . 6 5 -6 6 .
H e r e a f te r  c i t e d  a s  Truman, M em oirs, I .

g

U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  R e la t io n s  
o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  The C onference  o f  B e r l in  (The Potsdam  
C o n fe ren ce  1945, I I  (W ashington: U n ited  S t a t e s  G overnm ent
P r i n t i n g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 0 ), p . 27 .

^Truman, Memoirs, I, p. 464.
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The P r e s id e n t ,  a f t e r  r e a d in g  th e  m essag e , g o t up and  s a id  

to  th e  crew: " P le a s e  keep  your s e a t s  and l i s t e n  f o r  a

moment. I  have an announcem ent to  make. We have j u s t  

d ropped  a new bomb on Jap an  w hich h a s  more power th a n  2 0 ,0 0 0
g

to n s  o f  TNT. I t  h a s  b e e n  an overw helm ing s u c c e s s ."

The h e a d l in e s  on page one f o r  th e  A ugust 7 , 1945,
9

e d i t i o n  o f  th e  New York Times r e a d :

FIRST ATOMIC BOMB DROPPED ON JAPAN;
- -  - MISSILE IS EQUAL TO 2 0 ,0 0 0  TONS OF TNT;

TRUMAN WARNS FOE OF A "RAIN OF RUIN"

The New York Tim es ra n  on A ugust 8 , 1945, th e

fo llo w in g  h e a d l in e :" ^

ATOMIC BOMB WIPED OUT 607 OF HIROSHIMA

An A m erican B-29 to o k  o f f ,  on A ugust 9 , 1945, from

th e  i s l a n d  o f  T in ia n .  I t s  d e s t i n a t i o n  was K okura, J a p a n . ^

However, due to  p o o r v i s i b i l i t y  th e  d e s t i n a t io n  was ch an g ed
12to  N ag asak i, J a p a n . A ls o , on t h a t  day, J a p a n e se  r a d io  

o p e r a to r s  had p ic k e d  up a  m essage from  R u s s ia . The S o v ie t
I  O

Union h ad  d e c la r e d  w ar on  Ja p a n . The New York Tim es

g
M arg are t Trum an, H arry  S. Truman (New York:

W illiam  Morrow and  Company, 1 9 7 3 ), p .  282.
g

The New York T im es, A ugust 7, 1945, p . 1.

■^The New York T im e s , A ugust 8 , 1945, p . 1.

■^Marx, N a g asak i The N e c e ssa ry  Bomb, p . 1.

1 2 I b i d . , p .  69 .
13John T o lan d , The R is in g  Sun The D ec lin e  and F a l l  o f  

the  Ja p a n e se  Em pire 1936-1945 (New York: Random H ouse.
r 9 7 0 ) , P :'W6 ---------------------
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w ould in fo rm  i t s  r e a d e rs  o f  th e  d o u b le  blow  Jap an  had 
14re c e iv e d :

SOVIET DECLARES WAR ON JAPAN;
ATTACKS MANCHURIA, TOKYO SAYS;

ATOM BOMB LOOSED ON NAGASAKI

T h a t ev en in g  P r e s id e n t  Truman made h i s  p r e v io u s ly  

announced  a d d re s s  on P o tsdam . He s a id :

My F ellow  A m ericans:
I  have j u s t  r e tu r n e d  from  B e r l i n ,  th e  c i t y  from 

w h ich  th e  Germans in te n d e d  to  r u l e  th e  w o r ld . I t  i s  a  
g h o s t  c i t y .  The b u i ld in g s  a r e  in  r u in s ,  i t s  economy an d  
i t s  p e o p le  a re  in  r u i n s .

•  •  •  •  •  •  •

The German p e o p le  a re  b e g in n in g  to  a to n e  f o r  th e  
c r im e s  o f  th e  g a n g s te rs  whom th e y  p la c e d  in  power and 
whom th e y  w h o le h e a r te d ly  ap p ro v ed  and  o b e d ie n t ly  
fo llo w e d .

We a ls o  saw some o f  th e  t e r r i b l e  d e s t r u c t io n  w hich 
th e  w a r  had b ro u g h t to  th e  o c c u p ie d  c o u n t r ie s  o f  W estern  
E urope  and to  E ng land .

How g la d  I  am to  b e  home a g a in !  And how g r a t e f u l  to  
A lm ig h ty  God th a t  t h i s  la n d  o f  o u rs  h a s  b een  s p a r e d !  15

T he P re s id e n t  c o n tin u e d  to  d is c u s s  th e  v a r io u s  ite m s
16th a t  w ere  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  communique. The A m erican r a d io  

m o n ito rs  h e a rd  a  r e p o r t  from  Jap an  a ro u n d  7:30 in  th e  

m orning on  A ugust 10, 1945. The Ja p a n e se  w ere re a d y  to  

s u r r e n d e r .  They were em b rac in g  th e  J u ly  26 , 1945, Potsdam  

P r o c la m a t i o n .^

14 The New York T im es , A ugust 9 , 1945, p .  1.

^ T h e  New York T im es , A ugust 10, 1945, p .  12.

1 6 I b id .
17Truman, Memoirs, I, p. 471.



CHAPTER XI

PROTOCOL OF PROCEEDINGS

EDITOR'S NOTE.--The t e x t  o f  th e  P r o to c o l ,  as 
r e l e a s e d  to  th e  p u b l ic  b y  the  D epartm en t o f  S ta te  on 
M arch 24 , 1947, was d e v e lo p e d  in  th r e e  d i s t i n c t  s t a g e s ,  
a s  f o l lo w s :

S tag e  1 . From th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a  d r a f t  P r o to c o l  
b y  th e  P r o to c o l  Subcom m ittee o f  th e  C o n fe ren ce  to  th e  
en d  o f  th e  C o n fe re n c e . A ccord ing  to  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  
T h i r t e e n th  P le n a ry  M ee tin g , A ugust 1 , 1945 ( a n t e , p ag e  
5 9 6 ) ,  th e  T hree  Heads o f  Government m e re ly  s ig n e d  " to p  
c o p ie s "  to  w hich  th e  p e r f e c te d  t e x t s  o f  th e  P ro to c o l  
w ere  to  be a t t a c h e d ,  an d  a p p o in te d  a co m m ittee , 
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  
D e le g a t io n s ,  to  "com pare t e x t s " .  The U n ite d  S ta te s  
o r i g i n a l  o f  th e  P r o to c o l  as i t  l e f t  th e  C onference  ( i . e . ,  
th e  t e x t  a s  i t  s to o d  a t  th e  end o f  S ta g e  1) c o n s is t s  o f  
a  o n e - s e n te n c e  " to p  docum ent", d a te d  A ugust 1 , 1945, and  
s ig n e d  by S t a l i n ,  Trum an, and A t t l e e ,  to  w h ich  th e re  i s  
f a s t e n e d  by a  w ire  s t a p l e  the  " P ro to c o l  o f  th e  
P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  B e r l in  C o n fe ren ce" , p a r t  o f  w hich i s  
ty p e w r i t t e n  and  p a r t  o f  w hich i s  in  m im eographed fo rm , 
an d  on th e  f a c e  o f  w hich  a  number o f  m a n u s c r ip t  ch an g es  
and  c o r r e c t io n s  had b e en  made. The t e x t  p r i n t e d  b e lo w  i s  
th e  t e x t  a s  i t  s to o d  a t  th e  end o f  S ta g e  1.

S tag e  2 . A f te r  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s  o r i g i n a l  o f  th e  
P r o to c o l  r e a c h e d  W ash ing ton , b u t  b e f o r e  i t s  t e x t  was 
p u b l i c l y  r e l e a s e d ,  i t  becam e a p p a re n t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
e d i t o r i a l  c o r r e c t io n s  h a d  n o t  been  made and  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
d e c is io n s  o f  th e  Heads o f  Government w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th e  
P r o to c o l  and  th e  Communiqud had  n o t  b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
ch an g es  in  th e  P r o to c o l .  A number o f  ch an g es  f a l l i n g  
w i th in  th e s e  c a te g o r i e s  w ere th en  made on th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  o r i g i n a l  o f  th e  P r o to c o l .

S tag e  3 . Im m ed ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P r o to c o l  in  a  D epartm en t o f  S ta te  P r e s s  r e l e a s e ,  th e  
U n ite d  S ta t e s  t e x t  o f  th e  P ro to c o l was ch eck ed  a g a in s t  a  
B r i t i s h  t e x t  o f  th e  same docum ent, and  f u r t h e r  changes 
w ere  in tro d u c e d  to  b r in g  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  t e x t  in to
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harm ony w ith  th e  B r i t i s h  t e x t .  These ch an g es , how ever, 
w ere n o t  e n te re d  on th e  fa c e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
o r i g i n a l .

The t e x t  p r i n t e d  below  ( th e  t e x t  a s  i t  s to o d  a t  th e  
end o f  S tage  1) i s  a n n o ta te d  to  show (a )  m a n u sc r ip t 
changes made on t h e  s ig n e d  o r i g i n a l  d u r in g  S tag e  1 and
(b) changes in t r o d u c e d  in  S ta g e s  2 and 3.

L/T F i l e s
P ro to c o l  o f  th e  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  

B e r l i n  C o n feren ce

BERLIN, A ugust 1 , 1945.
T here  i s  a t t a c h e d  h e re to  th e  a g re e d  p r o to c o l  o f  th e  

B e r l in  C o n fe re n c e .
H. CTAJIHH 
HARRY S TRUMAN 
C. R. ATTLEE

[A ttachm en t]

PROTOCOL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BERLIN CONFERENCE

The B e r l in  C o n fe re n c e  o f  th e  T hree Heads o f  G overn­
ment o f  th e  U .S .S .R .,  U .S .A ., and U .K ., w hich to o k  p la c e  
from  J u ly  17 to  A u g u s t 1 , 1945 , came to  th e  fo llo w in g  
c o n c lu s io n s :

I .  ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNCIL OF 
FOREIGN MINISTERS.

The C onference  re a c h e d  th e  fo llo w in g  ag reem en t f o r  
th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  to  
do th e  n e c e s s a ry  p r e p a r a to r y  w ork f o r  th e  peace s e t t l e ­
m ents :

" ( 1 )  There s h a l l  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a C o u n c il composed 
o f  th e  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  o f  th e  U n ited  Kingdom, th e  
Union o f  S o v ie t S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic s ,  C h in a , F ran ce  and 
the  U n ite d  S ta t e s .

(2 ) ( i )  The C o u n c il  s h a l l  n o rm a lly  m eet in  London, 
which s h a l l  be th e  p erm anen t s e a t  o f  th e  j o i n t  
S e c r e t a r i a t  w hich t h e  C o u n c il w i l l  form . Each o f  th e  
F o re ig n  M in is te rs  w i l l  be accom panied  by a  h ig h -  
ra n k in g  D eputy, d u ly  a u th o r iz e d  to  c a r r y  on th e  w ork o f  
th e  C o u n c il in  th e  ab se n ce  o f  h i s  F o re ig n  M in is te r ,  and 
by a sm a ll  s t a f f  o f  t e c h n ic a l  a d v i [ s ] e r s .
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( i i )  The f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C o u n c il s h a l l  be  h e ld  
in  London n o t  l a t e r  th a n  Septem ber 1 s t  1945. M eetings 
may be  h e ld  b y  common agreem ent i n  o th e r  c a p i t a l s  as  may 
be ag re e d  fro m  time to  tim e .

(3) ( i )  As i t s  im m ediate  im p o r ta n t  t a s k ,  th e  C o u n cil 
s h a l l  be a u th o r iz e d  to  draw up, w i th  a v iew  to  t h e i r  
su b m iss io n  t o  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s , t r e a t i e s  o f  p ea c e  w ith  
I t a l y ,  Rum ania, B u lg a r ia ,  Hungary and  F in la n d ,  and  to  
p ro p o se  s e t t le m e n ts  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  q u e s t io n s  o u ts ta n d in g  
on th e  te r m in a t io n  o f  th e  war i n  E u ro p e . The C o u n c il 
s h a l l  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a  p e a c e  s e t t l e ­
m en t fo r  Germany to  b e  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  G overnm ent o f  
Germany when a  governm ent ad eq u a te  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d .

( i i )  F o r th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  e a c h  o f  th e s e  t a s k s  th e  
C o u n c il w i l l  be  composed o f  the  Members r e p r e s e n t in g  
th o s e  S ta te s  w hich w ere  s ig n a to r y  to  th e  te rm s o f  
s u r r e n d e r  im posed  upon th e  enemy S ta t e  c o n c e rn e d . For 
t h e  p u rp o ses  o f  th e  p e a c e  s e t t le m e n t  f o r  I t a l y ,  F rance  
s h a l l  be r e g a rd e d  as a  s ig n a to ry  t o  th e  te rm s o f  
s u r r e n d e r  f o r  I t a l y .  O th e r  Members w i l l  be  i n v i t e d  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  when m a t te r s  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e rn in g  them  a re  
u n d e r  d is c u s s io n .

( i i i )  O th e r  m a t te r s  may from  tim e  to  tim e  be 
r e f e r r e d  to  th e  C o u n c il by ag reem en t b e tw een  th e  Member 
G overnm ents.

(4) ( i )  Whenever th e  C ouncil i s  c o n s id e r in g  a
v q u e s t io n  o f  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  to  a  S t a t e  n o t  r e p r e s e n te d  

th e r e o n ,  su ch  S ta te  s h o u ld  be i n v i t e d  to  s e n d  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t i v e s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  d i s c u s s io n  and s tu d y  o f  
t h a t  q u e s t io n .

( i i )  The C ouncil may ad ap t i t s  p ro c e d u re  to  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b lem  u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .  In  some ca se s  
i t  may h o ld  i t s  own p re l im in a r y  d i s c u s s io n s  p r i o r  to  th e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  S t a t e s .  In  o th e r  
c a s e s ,  th e  C o u n c il may convoke a  fo rm a l c o n fe re n c e  o f  
th e  S ta te  [s ]  c h ie f ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e e k in g  a s o lu t io n  o f  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b le m ."

I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  th e  th re e  G overnm ents s h o u ld  each  
a d d re s s  an i d e n t i c a l  i n v i t a t i o n  to  th e  G overnm ents o f  
C h in a  and F ra n c e  to  a d o p t  th is  t e x t  and to  j o i n  in  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  C o u n c il . The t e x t  o f  th e  ap p ro v ed  
i n v i t a t i o n  was as f o l l o w s :

C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s .

D ra f t f o r  i d e n t i c a l  i n v i t a t i o n  to  be  s e n t  
s e p a r a t e ly  by  each o f  t h e  T hree 
G overnm ents to  the  G overnm ents 

o f  C h ina  and F ra n c e .



178

"The G overnm ents o f  th e  U n ite d  Kingdom, th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  and th e  U .S .S .R . c o n s id e r  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  b e g in  
w ith o u t  d e la y  th e  e s s e n t i a l  p r e p a r a to r y  w ork upon th e  
p eace  s e t t l e m e n ts  in  E urope. To t h i s  end th e y  a re  
a g re e d  t h a t  th e r e  s h o u ld  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  C o u n c il  o f  th e  
F o re ig n  M in is te r s  o f  th e  F ive  G re a t Powers to  p r e p a re  
t r e a t i e s  o f  p e ac e  w i th  th e  E uropean  enemy S t a t e s ,  f o r  
su b m issio n  to  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s . The C o u n c il w ould  
a l s o  be empowered to  p ro p o se  s e t t l e m e n ts  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  
t e r r i t o r i a l  q u e s t io n s  in  Europe and  to  c o n s id e r  su ch  
o th e r  m a t te r s  a s  member Governm ents m ight a g re e  to  r e f e r  
to  i t .

The t e x t  a d o p te d  by th e  T hree G overnm ents i s  a s  
f o l lo w s :

(H ere i n s e r t  f i n a l  a g re e d  t e x t  o f  th e  P ro p o s a l)  .
In  ag reem en t w i th  th e  G overnm ents o f  th e  U n ite d  

S ta te s  and U .S .S .R . , H is M a je s ty 1s Governm ent in  tE e 
U n ite d  Kingdom an d  U .S .S .R . , th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  G overn­
m en t, th e  U n ite d  Kingdom and th e  S o v ie t  G overnm ent 
e x te n d  a  c o r d i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  to  th e  Government o f  C h ina 
( F ran ce ) to  a d o p t th e  t e x t  q u o ted  above and  to  j o i n  in  
s e t t i n g  up th e  C o u n c il .  H is M a je s ty 's  G overnm ent, The 
U n ited  S ta te s  G overnm ent, The S o v ie t  G overnm ent a t t a c h  
much im p o rtan ce  to  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  C h in ese  
Government (F re n c h  G overnm ent) in  th e  p ro p o se d  a r r a n g e -  
m ents and th e y  hope to  r e c e iv e  an e a r ly  and f a v o r a b le  
r e p ly  to  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n . "

I t  was u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  
C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in is te r s  f o r  th e  s p e c i f i c  p u rp o se s  
named in  th e  t e x t  w ould  be w i th o u t  p r e ju d ic e  to  th e  
ag reem ent o f  th e  C rim ea C o n feren ce  t h a t  th e r e  s h o u ld  be 
p e r io d ic a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e tw een  th e  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r i e s  
o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  th e  Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  
R ep u b lic s  and th e  U n ite d  Kingdom.

The C o n feren ce  a l s o  c o n s id e re d  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  
E uropean A d v iso ry  Commission in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  
A greem ent to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  C o u n c il o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s .  
I t  was n o te d  w i th  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  th e  Com m ission h a d  
a b ly  d is c h a rg e d  i t s  p r in c ip a l  ta s k s  by th e  recom m enda­
t io n s  t h a t  i t  had  f u rn is h e d  f o r  th e  term s o f  s u r r e n d e r  
f o r  Germany, f o r  th e  zones o f  o c c u p a tio n  in  Germany and  
A u s t r ia  and f o r  th e  i n t e r - A l l i e d  c o n t r o l  m ac h in e ry  i n  
th o se  c o u n t r ie s .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  f u r th e r  w ork o f  a  
d e t a i l e d  c h a r a c te r  f o r  th e  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  A l l i e d  p o l i c y  
f o r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  Germany and A u s t r i a  w ould  i n  f u tu r e  
f a l l  w ith in  th e  com petence o f  th e  A l l i e d  C o n tro l  
Commission a t  B e r l i n  and th e  A l l i e d  Com m ission a t  
V ienna. A c c o rd in g ly  th e  C on feren ce  a g re e d  to  recommend 
to  th e  Member G overnm ents o f  th e  E uropean  A d v iso ry  
Commission t h a t  th e  Commission m ig h t now be d i s s o lv e d .
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I I .  THE PRINCIPLES TO GOVERN THE TREATMENT OF
GERMANY IN THE INITIAL CONTROL PERIOD

A. P o l i t i c a l  P r i n c i p l e s .

1 . In  acco rd an ce  w i th  th e  A greem ent on C o n tro l 
M achinery  i n  Germany, suprem e a u t h o r i t y  in  Germany i s  
e x e r c i s e d ,  on i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  G overn­
m en ts , by th e  C om m anders-in -C hief o f  th e  arm ed f o rc e s  o f  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m erica , th e  U n ite d  Kingdom, th e  
Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic s , and  th e  F rench  
R e p u b lic , each  in  h i s  own zone o f  o c c u p a t io n ,  and a ls o  
j o i n t l y ,  in  m a t te r s  a f f e c t i n g  Germany as  a  w h o le , in  
t h e i r  c a p a c i ty  as  members o f  th e  C o n tro l  C o u n c il.

2 . So f a r  as  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  be 
u n ifo r m ity  o f  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  German p o p u la t io n  th ro u g h ­
o u t  Germany.

3. The p u rp o se s  o f  th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  Germany by 
w hich  th e  C o n tro l C o u n c il s h a l l  be g u id e d  a r e :

(1) The co m p le te  d isarm am en t and  d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  o f  
Germany and th e  e l im in a t io n  o r  c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  German 
i n d u s t r y  t h a t  c o u ld  be u se d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  p ro d u c t io n .  To 
th e s e  e n d s - .--

(a )  A l l  German la n d ,  n a v a l  and a i r  f o r c e s ,  th e  
S .S . ,  S .A ., S.D . and  G estap o , w i th  a l l  t h e i r  
o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  s t a f f s  and  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  G en era l S t a f f ,  th e  O f f i c e r s '  Corps R eserv e  
C orps, m i l i t a r y  s c h o o ls ,  w ar v e t e r a n s ' o r g a n iz a t io n s  
and  a l l  o th e r  m i l i t a r y  and  q u a s i - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n s ,  to g e th e r  w i th  a l l  c lu b s  and  a s s o c ia t io n s  
w hich  s e rv e  to  keep  a l i v e  th e  m i l i t a r y  t r a d i t i o n  in  
Germany, s h a l l  b e  c o m p le te ly  and f i n a l l y  a b o l is h e d  
in  such  m anner as  p e rm a n e n tly  to  p re v e n t  th e  r e v iv a l  
o r  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  German m i l i t a r i s m  and Nazism ;

(b ) A l l  arm s, am m unition  and im p lem en ts  o f  w ar 
and  a l l  s p e c i a l i z e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  p ro d u c tio n  
s h a l l  be h e ld  a t  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  A l l i e s  o r  
d e s tro y e d .  The m a in te n a n c e  and p r o d u c t io n  o f  a l l  
a i r c r a f t  and a l l  a rm s, am m unition  and im plem ents o f  
w ar s h a l l  be p r e v e n te d .

( i i )  To co n v in ce  th e  German p e o p le  t h a t  th e y  have 
s u f f e r e d  a  t o t a l  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  and t h a t  th e y  ca n n o t 
e sc a p e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  w hat th e y  h av e  b ro u g h t upon 
th e m se lv e s , s in c e  t h e i r  own r u th l e s s  w a r fa re  and th e  
f a n a t i c a l  N azi r e s i s t a n c e  h av e  d e s tro y e d  German economy 
and made chaos and s u f f e r i n g  i n e v i t a b l e .

( i i i )  To d e s tro y  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty  and 
i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  and s u p e rv is e d  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  to  d is s o lv e
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a l l  N azi i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  to  e n su re  t h a t  th e y  a re  n o t  
r e v iv e d  in  any  form , and to  p re v e n t  a l l  N azi and 
m i l i t a r i s t  a c t i v i t y  o r  p ro p ag an d a .

( iv )  To p re p a re  f o r  th e  e v e n tu a l  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  
German p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  on a  d e m o c ra tic  b a s is  and  f o r  
e v e n tu a l  p e a c e f u l  c o o p e ra t io n  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i f e  by 
Germany.

4. A l l  N azi law s w hich  p ro v id e d  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  
H i t l e r  reg im e  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i s c r im in a t io n  on grounds 
o f  r a c e ,  c r e e d ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n  s h a l l  be a b o l is h e d .  
No such  d i s c r im in a t io n s ,  w h eth er l e g a l ,  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
o r  o th e r w is e ,  s h a l l  b e  t o l e r a t e d .

5 . War c r im in a ls  and  th o se  who have p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  
p la n n in g  o r  c a r r y in g  o u t  N azi e n t e r p r i s e s  in v o lv in g  o r  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a t r o c i t i e s  o r  w ar c r im e s  s h a l l  be  a r r e s t e d  
an d  b ro u g h t to  ju d g m en t. N azi l e a d e r s ,  i n f l u e n t i a l  
N a z i s u p p o r te r s  and h ig h  o f f i c i a l s  o f  N azi o r g a n iz a t io n s  
an d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  any o th e r  p e rso n s  dangerous to  th e  
o c c u p a tio n  o r  i t s  o b j e c t iv e s  s h a l l  b e  a r r e s t e d  and 
in t e r n e d .

6 . A l l  members o f  th e  N azi P a r ty  who have been  more 
th a n  no m in al p a r t i c i p a n t s  in  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and  a l l  
o t h e r  p e rs o n s  h o s t i l e  to  A l l i e d  p u rp o se s  s h a l l  be 
rem oved fro m  p u b l ic  and  s e m i-p u b lic  o f f i c e ,  and  from  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  im p o r ta n t p r iv a t e  u n d e r ­
ta k in g s .  Such p e rso n s  s h a l l  be r e p la c e d  by p e rso n s  who, 
b y  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  an d  m oral q u a l i t i e s ,  a re  deemed 
c a p a b le  o f  a s s i s t i n g  in  d ev e lo p in g  g en u in e  d e m o c ra tic  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  Germany.

7. German e d u c a t io n  s h a l l  be so  c o n t r o l l e d  as 
c o m p le te ly  to  e l im in a te  N azi and m i l i t a r i s t  d o c t r in e s  
an d  to  make p o s s ib le  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  developm ent o f  
d e m o c ra tic  id e a s .

8 . The j u d i c i a l  sy stem  w i l l  be r e o rg a n iz e d  in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  dem ocracy, o f  j u s t i c e  
u n d e r  law , and  o f  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  w ith o u t  
d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  r a c e ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  r e l i g i o n .

9. The a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  a f f a i r s  in  Germany s h o u ld  
b e  d i r e c t e d  tow ards th e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  p o l i t i ­
c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and th e  developm ent o f  lo c a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  To t h i s  e n d : - -

( i )  l o c a l  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t s h a l l  b e  r e s t o r e d  th ro u g h ­
o u t  Germany on d e m o c ra tic  p r in c ip l e s  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  
th ro u g h  e l e c t i v e  c o u n c i l s  as  r a p id ly  as  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i th  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  and th e  p u rp o se s  o f  m i l i t a r y  
o c c u p a tio n ;

( i i )  a l l  d e m o c ra tic  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w ith  r i g h t s  o f  
assem b ly  an d  o f  p u b l ic  d is c u s s io n  s h a l l  be a llo w ed  and 
en co u rag ed  th ro u g h o u t Germany;
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( i i i )  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  and e l e c t i v e  p r in c ip l e s  s h a l l  
b e  in tro d u c e d  in to  r e g io n a l ,  p r o v in c ia l  and s t a t e  (Land) 
a d m in i s t r a t io n  as r a p i d ly  as  may b e  j u s t i f i e d  by th e  
s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  in  l o c a l  
s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t;

( iv )  f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g ,  no c e n t r a l  German G overn­
m en t s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h i s ,  
how ever, c e r t a i n  e s s e n t i a l  c e n t r a l  German a d m in is t r a t iv e  
d e p a r tm e n ts , h eaded  by S ta te  S e c r e t a r i e s ,  s h a l l  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  f i e l d s  o f  f in a n c e ,  
t r a n s p o r t ,  com m unica tions, f o r e ig n  t r a d e  and in d u s t r y .  
S uch  d ep artm en ts  w i l l  a c t  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  
C o n tro l  C o u n c il.

10. S u b je c t  to  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  m a in ta in in g  
m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y ,  freedom  o f  sp e e c h , p r e s s  and  r e l i g i o n  
s h a l l  be p e r m it te d ,  and  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  be 
r e s p e c te d .  S u b je c t  l ik e w is e  to  th e  m a in ten an ce  o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y ,  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  f r e e  t r a d e  u n io n s  
s h a l l  be p e r m it te d .

Economic P r in c ip l e s

11. In  o rd e r  to  e l im in a te  G erm any 's war p o t e n t i a l ,  
t h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  arm s, am m unition and  im plem ents o f  w ar 
a s  w e ll as  a l l  ty p e s  o f  a i r c r a f t  and  s e a -g o in g  s h ip s  
s h a l l  be p r o h ib i t e d  and  p re v e n te d . P ro d u c tio n  o f

.m e ta ls ,  c h e m ic a ls , m ach in ery  and  o th e r  item s t h a t  a re  
d i r e c t l y  n e c e s s a ry  to  a  w ar economy s h a l l  be r i g i d l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  and r e s t r i c t e d  to  G erm any 's ap p ro v ed  p o s t-w a r  
p e a c e tim e  n eed s  to  m eet th e  o b j e c t iv e s  s t a t e d  in  
P a ra g ra p h  15 . P ro d u c tiv e  c a p a c i ty  n o t  n eed ed  f o r  
p e r m i t t e d  p ro d u c tio n  s h a l l  be rem oved i n  a cco rd an ce  w ith  
t h e  r e p a r a t io n s  p la n  recommended by th e  A l l i e d  Commis­
s i o n  on R e p a ra tio n s  an d  ap p ro v ed  by th e  Governm ents 
c o n c e rn e d  o r  i f  n o t  rem oved s h a l l  b e  d e s tro y e d .

12. A t th e  e a r l i e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  d a te ,  th e  German 
economy s h a l l  be d e c e n t r a l i z e d  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  
e l im in a t in g  th e  p r e s e n t  e x c e s s iv e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  
econom ic power as e x e m p lif ie d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  by c a r t e l s ,  
s y n d ic a te s ,  t r u s t s  and  o th e r  m o n o p o l is t ic  a rra n g e m e n ts . 
N o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h i s ,  how ever, and  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  
a c h ie v in g  th e  o b je c t iv e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n ,  c e r t a i n  form s 
o f  c e n t r a l  a d m in is t r a t iv e  m ach in e ry , p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  
f i e l d s  o f  F in an c e , T r a n s p o r ta t io n  and  C om m unication, 
s h a l l  be m a in ta in e d  o r  r e s to r e d .

13. In  o r g a n iz in g  th e  German Economy, p r im a ry  
em p h asis  s h a l l  be g iv e n  to  th e  developm en t o f  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e  and p e a c e fu l  d o m estic  i n d u s t r i e s .
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14 . D uring  th e  p e r io d  o f  o c c u p a tio n  Germany s h a l l  
be  t r e a t e d  a s  a  s in g le  econom ic u n i t .  To t h i s  end  
common p o l i c i e s  s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e g a r d  to :

(a ) m in in g  and i n d u s t r i a l  p ro d u c t io n  and 
a l l o c a t i o n ;

(b) a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y  and  f i s h i n g ;
(c ) w ages, p r ic e s  and  r a t i o n i n g ;
(d) im p o rt and e x p o r t  p rogram s f o r  Germany a s  a 

w ho le;
(e )  c u r re n c y  and b a n k in g , c e n t r a l  t a x a t io n  and  

c u s to m s ;
( f )  r e p a r a t io n  and rem oval o f  i n d u s t r i a l  w ar 

p o t e n t i a l ;
(g) t r a n s p o r t a t io n  and  co m m u n ica tio n s .

In  a p p ly in g  th e se  p o l i c i e s  a c c o u n t s h a l l  b e  ta k e n ,  
w here a p p r o p r ia te ,  o f  v a ry in g  lo c a l  c o n d i t io n s .

15 . A l l i e d  c o n tr o ls  s h a l l  be im posed upon th e  
German economy b u t  o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t  n e c e s s a ry :

(a )  to  c a r r y  o u t program s o f  i n d u s t r i a l  d isarm am en t 
and  d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s ,  and  o f  ap p ro v ed  
e x p o r ts  and im p o r ts .

(b ) to  a s s u re  th e  p ro d u c tio n  and  m a in ten an ce  o f  
goods and s e r v ic e s  r e q u ire d  to  m eet th e  n eed s  o f  th e  
o c c u p y in g  f o r c e s  and d is p la c e d  p e rso n s  in  Germany and  
e s s e n t i a l  to  m a in ta in  in  Germany a v e ra g e  l i v i n g  
s ta n d a rd s  n o t  ex ceed in g  th e  a v e ra g e  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
l i v i n g  o f  E uropean  c o u n t r ie s .  (E uropean  c o u n t r ie s  means 
a l l  E uropean  c o u n tr ie s  e x c lu d in g  U.K. and  U .S .S .R .)

(c )  to  e n su re  in  th e  m anner d e te rm in e d  by  th e  
C o n tro l  C o u n c il th e  e q u i ta b le  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e s s e n t i a l  
com m odities betw een  th e  s e v e r a l  zones so a s  to  p ro d u c e  a 
b a la n c e d  economy th ro u g h o u t Germany and  re d u ce  th e  n e e d  
f o r  im p o r ts .

(d ) to  c o n t r o l  German in d u s t r y  an d  a l l  econom ic and  
f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  e x p o r ts  
and  im p o r ts ,  w ith  th e  aim  o f  p r e v e n t in g  Germany from  
d e v e lo p in g  a w ar p o t e n t i a l  and  o f  a c h ie v in g  th e  o t h e r  
o b j e c t iv e s  named h e r e in .

( e )  to  c o n t r o l  a l l  German p u b l ic  o r  p r iv a t e  
s c i e n t i f i c  b o d ie s ,  r e s e a r c h  and  e x p e r im e n ta l  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  c o n n e c te d  w ith  econom ic 
a c t i v i t i e s .

16 . In  th e  im p o s itio n  and  m a in ten an ce  o f  econom ic 
c o n t r o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  C o n tro l  C o u n c il , German . 
a d m in i s t r a t iv e  m achinery  s h a l l  be c r e a te d  and  th e  German 
a u t h o r i t i e s  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  to  th e  f u l l e s t  e x te n t  
p r a c t i c a b l e  to  p ro c la im  and assum e a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f
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such  c o n t r o l s .  Thus i t  s h o u ld  be b ro u g h t home to  th e  
German p e o p le  t h a t  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  su ch  c o n t r o l s  and any breakdow n in  
th e s e  c o n t r o ls  w i l l  r e s t  w i th  th e m se lv e s . Any German 
c o n t r o ls  which may ru n  c o u n te r  to  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  
o c c u p a tio n  w i l l  b e  p r o h ib i t e d .

17 . M easures s h a l l  be  p ro m p tly  ta k e n :

(a )  to  e f f e c t  e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r  o f  t r a n s p o r t ;
(b ) to  e n la r g e  co a l p ro d u c t io n ;
( c )  to  m axim ize a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u tp u t ;  and
(d ) to  e f f e c t  em ergency r e p a i r  o f  h o u s in g  and  

e s s e n t i a l  u t i l i t i e s .

18. A p p ro p r ia te  s te p s  s h a l l  be ta k e n  by th e  C o n tro l  
C o u n c il to  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  and  th e  pow er o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  
o v e r  German owned e x t e r n a l  a s s e t s  n o t  a l r e a d y  u n d e r  th e  
c o n t r o l  o f  U n ited  N a tio n s  w h ic h  have ta k e n  p a r t  i n  th e  
w ar a g a in s t  Germany.

19 . Payment o f  R e p a ra tio n s  sh o u ld  le a v e  enough 
r e s o u r c e s  to  e n a b le  th e  German p eo p le  to  s u b s i s t  w i th o u t  
e x t e r n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  In  w o rk in g  o u t th e  econom ic 
b a la n c e  o f  Germany th e  n e c e s s a r y  means m ust be p ro v id e d  
to  pay f o r  im p o rts  app roved  b y  th e  C o n tro l  C o u n c il in  
Germany. The p ro c e e d s  o f  e x p o r ts  from  c u r r e n t  p ro d u c ­
t i o n  and  s to c k s  s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  
f o r  paym ent fo r  s u c h  im p o r ts .

The above c l a u s e  w i l l  n o t  ap p ly  to  th e  equ ip m en t and 
.p ro d u c ts  r e f e r r e d  to  in  p a ra g ra p h s  4 (a )  and  4 (b ) o f  
th e  R e p a ra tio n s  A greem ent.

I I I .  GERMAN REPARATION

1. R e p a ra tio n  c la im s  o f  U .S .S .R . s h a l l  be m et by  
rem o v a ls  from  th e  zone o f  Germany o c c u p ie d  by th e  
U .S .S .R .,  and from  a p p r o p r i a t e  German e x t e r n a l  a s s e t s .

2. The U .S .S .R . u n d e r ta k e s  to  s e t t l e  th e  r e p a r a t i o n  
c la im s  o f  Poland fro m  i t s  own sh a re  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s .

3. The r e p a r a t io n s  c la im s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  th e  
U n ite d  Kingdom and o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  e n t i t l e d  to  
r e p a r a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  met from  th e  W estern  Zones an d  from  
a p p r o p r ia te  German e x te r n a l  a s s e t s .

4 . In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  r e p a r a t io n s  to  be tak en  by  
th e  U .S .S .R . from i t s  own zo n e  o f  o c c u p a t io n ,  th e  
U .S .S .R . s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a d d i t i o n a l l y  from  th e  W estern  
Z o n es:

(a ) 15 p e r  c e n t  o f  such u s a b le  and co m p le te  
i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  eq u ip m en t, in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  fro m  
th e  m e ta l l u r g i c a l ,  ch em ica l a n d  m achine m a n u fa c tu r in g  
i n d u s t r i e s  as  i s  u n n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  German peace
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economy and  sh o u ld  be  rem oved from  th e  W estern  Zones o f  
Germany, in  exchange f o r  an  e q u iv a le n t  v a lu e  o f  fo o d , 
c o a l ,  p o ta s h ,  z in c ,  t im b e r ,  c la y  p ro d u c ts ,  p e tro le u m  
p r o d u c ts , and  such  o th e r  com m odities a s  may be a g re e d  
upon.

(b) 10 p e r  c e n t  o f  su ch  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  equ ipm ent 
as i s  u n n e c e s sa ry  f o r  th e  German p eace  economy and 
sh o u ld  be rem oved from  th e  W este rn  Z ones, to  be t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  to  th e  S o v ie t  Governm ent on r e p a r a t io n s  a c c o u n t 
w ith o u t paym ent o r  ex ch an g e  o f  any k in d  in  r e t u r n .

Removals o f  equ ipm en t a s  p ro v id e d  in  (a )  and  (b) above 
s h a l l  b e  made s im u l ta n e o u s ly .

5 . The amount o f  eq u ip m en t to  be rem oved from  th e  
W estern  Zones on a c c o u n t o f  r e p a r a t io n s  m ust be 
d e te rm in e d  w i th in  s i x  m onths from  now a t  th e  l a t e s t .

6 . Removals o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  equ ipm ent s h a l l  
b e g in  a s  soon as  p o s s i b l e  and  s h a l l  be co m p le ted  w i th in  
two y e a r s  from  th e  d e te r m in a t io n  s p e c i f i e d  in  p a ra g ra p h
5. The d e l iv e r y  o f  p r o d u c ts  c o v e re d  by  4 (a )  above 
s h a l l  b e g in  as  soon a s  p o s s ib l e  and  s h a l l  be made by  th e  
U .S .S .R . in  a g re e d  in s t a l l m e n t s  w i th in  f i v e  y e a rs  o f  th e  
d a te  h e r e o f .  The d e te r m in a t io n  o f  th e  am ount and 
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  equ ipm ent 
u n n e c e ssa ry  f o r  th e  German p eace  economy and th e r e f o r e  
a v a i l a b le  f o r  r e p a r a t i o n  s h a l l  be made by  th e  C o n tro l 
C o u n c il u n d e r p o l i c i e s  f i x e d  by th e  A l l i e d  Commission on 
R e p a ra t io n s ,  w ith  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  F ra n c e , s u b je c t  
to  th e  f i n a l  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  Zone Commander in  th e  Zone 
from  w hich  th e  equ ip m en t i s  to  be rem oved.

7. P r io r  to  th e  f i x i n g  o f  th e  t o t a l  amount o f  
equ ipm ent s u b je c t  to  rem o v a l, advance d e l i v e r i e s  s h a l l  
be made in  r e s p e c t  to  su c h  equ ipm ent a s  w i l l  be 
d e te rm in e d  to  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  d e l iv e r y  in  acco rd an ce  
w ith  th e  p ro c e d u re  s e t  f o r t h  in  th e  l a s t  s e n te n c e  o f  
p a ra g ra p h  6 .

8 . The S o v ie t  G overnm ent ren o u n ces  a l l  c la im s to  
sh a re s  o f  German e n t e r p r i s e s  w hich  a re  lo c a te d  in  th e  
W estern  Zones o f  Germany a s  w e l l  a s  to  German f o r e ig n  
a s s e t s  in  a l l  c o u n t r ie s  e x c e p t  th o se  s p e c i f i e d  in  
p a ra g ra p h  9 below .

9 . The G overnm ents o f  th e  U.K. and U .S.A . ren o u n ce  
t h e i r  c la im s  to  s h a re s  o f  German e n t e r p r i s e s  w hich a re  
lo c a te d  in  th e  E a s te r n  Zone o f  o c c u p a tio n  in  Germany, as 
w e ll  a s  to  German f o r e ig n  a s s e t s  in  B u lg a r ia ,  F in la n d , 
H ungary, Rumania an d  E a s te r n  A u s t r i a .

10 . The S o v ie t  G overnm ent makes no c la im s  to  g o ld  
c a p tu re d  by th e  A l l i e d  t r o o p s  in  Germany.
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IV . DISPOSAL OF THE GERMAN NAVY AND 
MERCHANT MARINE.

A.

The fo llo w in g  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  
German Navy were a g re e d :

(1) The t o t a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  German s u r f a c e  n av y , 
e x c lu d in g  sh ip s  sunk  and th o s e  ta k e n  o v e r  from  A l l i e d  
N a t io n s , b u t  in c lu d in g  s h ip s  u n d e r c o n s t r u c t io n  o r  
r e p a i r ,  s h a l l  be d iv id e d  e q u a l ly  among th e  U .S .S .R .,  
U .K ., and  U .S.

(2) S h ip s  u n d er c o n s t r u c t io n  o r  r e p a i r  mean th o se  
s h ip s  whose c o n s t r u c t io n  o r  r e p a i r  may be co m p le ted  
w i th in  th r e e  to  s i x  m onths, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  ty p e  o f  
s h ip .  W hether such  s h ip s  u n d e r c o n s t r u c t io n  o r  r e p a i r  
s h a l l  be co m p le ted  o r  r e p a i r e d  s h a l l  be  d e te rm in e d  by 
th e  t e c h n ic a l  com m ission a p p o in te d  by  th e  T hree  Powers 
an d  r e f e r r e d  to  b e lo w , s u b je c t  to  th e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  
t h e i r  c o m p le tio n  o r  r e p a i r  m ust be  a c h ie v e d  w i th in  th e  
t im e  l i m i t s  above p ro v id e d , w ith o u t  any in c r e a s e  o f  
s k i l l e d  em ploym ent i n  th e  German s h ip y a rd s  an d  w ith o u t 
p e r m i t t i n g  th e  re o p e n in g  o f  any German s h ip  b u i ld in g  o r  
c o n n e c te d  i n d u s t r i e s .  C om pletion  d a te  means th e  d a te  
when a s h ip  i s  a b le  to  go o u t  on i t s  f i r s t  t r i p ,  o r ,  
u n d e r  p e a c e tim e  s ta n d a r d s ,  w ould  r e f e r  to  th e  cu sto m ary  
d a te  o f  d e l iv e r y  by  s h ip y a rd  to  th e  G overnm ent.

(3) The l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  th e  German su b m arin e  f l e e t  
s h a l l  b e  su n k . N ot more th a n  t h i r t y  su b m arin es  s h a l l  be 
p r e s e r v e d  and  d iv id e d  e q u a l ly  betw een  th e  U .S .S .R .,  U.K. 
a n d  U.S. f o r  e x p e r im e n ta l  and  t e c h n ic a l  p u rp o s e s .

(4) A l l  s to c k s  o f  arm am ent, am m unition an d  s u p p l ie s  
o f  th e  German Navy a p p e r ta in in g  to  th e  v e s s e l s  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  p u r s u a n t  to  p a ra g ra p h s  (1) and  (3) h e r e o f  s h a l l  
b e  handed o v e r  to  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  pow ers r e c e iv in g  such  
s h ip s .

(5) The Three G overnm ents a g re e  to  c o n s t i t u t e  a 
t r i p a r t i t e  n a v a l com m ission c o m p ris in g  two r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s  f o r  each  Governm ent accom pan ied  by th e  r e q u i s i t e  
s t a f f ,  to  subm it a g re e d  recom m endations to  th e  T hree 
G overnm ents f o r  th e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  German w a r­
s h ip s  and  to  h an d le  o th e r  d e t a i l e d  m a t te r s  a r i s i n g  o u t  
o f  th e  ag reem en t b e tw een  th e  T hree G overnm ents r e g a rd in g  
t h e  German f l e e t .  The Commission w i l l  h o ld  i t s  f i r s t  
m e e tin g  n o t  l a t e r  th a n  1 5 th  A u g u st, 1945, in  B e r l in ,  
w h ich  s h a l l  be i t s  h e a d q u a r te r s .  Each D e le g a tio n  on th e  
Com m ission w i l l  have th e  r i g h t  on th e  b a s i s  o f  
r e c i p r o c i t y  to  i n s p e c t  German w a rsh ip s  w h e re v e r  th e y  may 
b e  lo c a te d .
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(6 ) The T hree Governm ents a g re e d  t h a t  t r a n s f e r s ,  
in c lu d in g  th o se  o f  s h ip s  under c o n s t r u c t io n  and r e p a i r ,  
s h a l l  b e  co m ple ted  as  soon as p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  n o t l a t e r  
th an  1 5 th  F e b ru a ry , 1946. The Com m ission w i l l  su b m it 
f o r t n i g h t l y  r e p o r t s ,  in c lu d in g  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  th e  
p r o g re s s iv e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  the  v e s s e l s  when ag reed  by  th e  
Commission.

B.

The fo llo w in g  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  
German M erchant M arine w ere a g re e d : —

(1 ) The German M erchan t M arin e , su rre n d e re d  to  th e  
T hree Powers and  w h erev e r lo c a te d ,  s h a l l  be d iv id e d  
e q u a l ly  among th e  U .S .S .R . , th e  U .K ., and th e  U .S . The 
a c tu a l  t r a n s f e r s  o f  th e  s h ip s  to  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r ie s  
s h a l l  ta k e  p la c e  as soon as  p r a c t i c a b l e  a f t e r  th e  en d  o f  
th e  w ar a g a in s t  Jap an . The U n ite d  Kingdom and th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  w i l l  p ro v id e  o u t o f  t h e i r  sh a re s  o f  th e  
s u r re n d e re d  German m erch an t s h ip s  a p p r o p r ia te  am ounts 
f o r  o th e r  A l l i e d  S ta t e s  whose m erch an t m arines h av e  
s u f f e r e d  heavy lo s s e s  in  th e  common cau se  a g a in s t  
Germany, e x c e p t t h a t  th e  S o v ie t U nion s h a l l  p ro v id e  o u t  
o f  i t s  s h a re  f o r  P o lan d .

(2 ) The a l l o c a t i o n ,  m anning, and  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e s e  
s h ip s  d u r in g  th e  Ja p a n e se  War p e r io d  s h a l l  f a l l  u n d e r  
th e  co g n iz an ce  and a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  Combined S h ip p in g  
A d ju stm en t B oard and th e  U n ited  M aritim e  A u th o r ity .

(3 ) W hile a c tu a l  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  s h ip s  s h a l l  b e  
d e la y e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  end  o f  th e  w ar w ith  Jap an , a 
T r i p a r t i t e  S h ip p in g  Commission s h a l l  in v e n to ry  and  v a lu e  
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  s h ip s  and  recommend a  s p e c i f i c  d i s t r i b u ­
t io n  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  p a ra g ra p h  Cl) .

(4 ) German in la n d  and  c o a s ta l  s h ip s  d e te rm in ed  to  be 
n e c e s s a ry  to  th e  m a in ten an ce  o f  th e  b a s ic  German p ea ce  
economy by th e  A l l i e d  C o n tro l C o u n c il o f  Germany s h a l l  
n o t be  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s h ip p in g  p o o l  th u s  d iv id e d  among 
th e  T hree  Pow ers.

(5 ) The T hree  Governm ents a g re e  to  c o n s t i tu te  a  
t r i p a r t i t e  m erch an t m a rin e  com m ission com prising  two 
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  f o r  each  G overnm ent, accom panied b y  th e  
r e q u i s i t e  s t a f f ,  to  su b m it ag ree d  recom m endations to  th e  
Three G overnm ents f o r  th e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f ic  German 
m erch an t s h ip s  and  to  h a n d le  o th e r  d e t a i l e d  m a tte rs  
a r i s i n g  o u t o f  th e  ag reem en t b e tw een  th e  Three G overn­
m ents r e g a rd in g  th e  German m erchan t s h ip s .  The 
Commission w i l l  h o ld  i t s  f i r s t  m e e tin g  n o t  l a t e r  th a n  
S eptem ber 1 s t ,  1945, in  B e r l in ,  w h ich  s h a l l  be i t s  
h e a d q u a r te r s .  Each d e le g a t io n  on th e  Commission w i l l
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have th e  r i g h t  on th e  b a s i s  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y  to  in s p e c t  
th e  German m erch an t s h ip s  w h erev er th e y  may b e  lo c a te d .

VI

CITY OF KOENIGSBERG AND THE ADJACENT AREA

The C o n feren ce  exam ined a  p ro p o s a l  by  th e  S o v ie t  
Government to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  p en d in g  th e  f i n a l  
d e te rm in a tio n  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  q u e s t io n s  a t  t h e  peace 
s e t t l e m e n t ,  th e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  th e  
Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic s  w hich  i s  a d ja c e n t  to  
th e  B a l t i c  Sea sh o u ld  p a s s  from  a p o in t  on th e  e a s t e r n  
sh o re  o f  th e  Bay o f  D anzig  to  th e  e a s t ,  n o r t h  o f  
B ra u n sb e rg — G oldap , to  th e  m e e tin g  p o in t  o f  th e  
f r o n t i e r s  o f  L i th u a n ia ,  th e  P o l is h  R e p u b lic  and  E a s t  
P r u s s ia .

The C on feren ce  has  a g re e d  in  p r i n c i p l e  to  th e  
p ro p o s a l  o f  th e  S o v ie t  Governm ent c o n c e rn in g  th e  
u l t im a te  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  S o v ie t  Union o f  th e  C ity  o f  
K o en ig sb erg  and  th e  a r e a  a d ja c e n t  to  i t  a s  d e s c r ib e d  
above s u b je c t  to  e x p e r t  e x am in a tio n  o f  th e  a c tu a l  
f r o n t i e r .

The P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  and  th e  B r i t i s h  
P rim e M in is te r  have d e lc a re d  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  s u p p o r t  th e  
p ro p o s a l  o f  th e  C on feren ce  a t  th e  fo r th c o m in g  peace 
s e t t l e m e n t .

V II 

WAR CRIMES

The T hree Governm ents have ta k e n  n o te  o f  th e  
d is c u s s io n s  w hich  have b een  p ro c e e d in g  in  r e c e n t  weeks 
i n  London b e tw een  B r i t i s h ,  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  S o v ie t  and 
F rench  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  w ith  a  view  to  r e a c h in g  ag reem en t 
on  th e  m ethods o f  t r i a l  o f  th o se  m ajo r w ar c r im in a ls  
whose c rim es u n d e r  th e  Moscow D e c la r a t io n  o f  O c to b e r , 
1943 have no p a r t i c u l a r  g e o g ra p h ic a l  l o c a l i s a t i o n .  The 
T hree G overnm ents r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  to  b r in g  
th e s e  c r im in a ls  to  s w if t  and su re  j u s t i c e .  They hope 
t h a t  th e  n e g o t i a t io n s  in  London w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  speedy  
ag reem en t b e in g  re a c h e d  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se , an d  th ey  
r e g a rd  i t  as a  m a t te r  o f  g r e a t  im p o rtan ce  t h a t  th e  t r i a l  
o f  th e s e  m ajo r c r im in a ls  sh o u ld  b e g in  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  
p o s s ib le  d a te .  The f i r s t  l i s t  o f  d e fe n d a n ts  w i l l  be  
p u b l is h e d  b e f o re  1 s t  S ep tem ber.
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VIII.
AUSTRIA

The C o n feren ce  exam ined  a  p ro p o s a l  by  th e  S o v ie t  
Government on th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
A u s tr ia n  P r o v is io n a l  G overnm ent to  a l l  o f  A u s t r i a .

The t h r e e  G overnm ents a g re e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere p r e p a re d  
to  examine t h i s  q u e s t io n  a f t e r  th e  e n t r y  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  
an d  A m erican fo rc e s  i n t o  th e  c i t y  o f. V ien n a .

I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  r e p a r a t i o n s  s h o u ld  n o t  be e x a c te d  
from  A u s t r i a .

IX.

POLAND

A. D e c la r a t io n

We have ta k e n  n o te  w ith  p le a s u r e  o f  th e  ag reem en t 
re a c h e d  among r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o le s  from  P o lan d  and 
a b ro a d  w h ich  has made p o s s ib le  th e  fo rm a tio n , in  
a cco rd an ce  w i th  th e  d e c i s io n s  re a c h e d  a t  th e  Crim ea 
C o n fe ren ce , o f  a P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  G overnm ent o f  
N a tio n a l  U n ity  r e c o g n is e d  by  th e  T hree P ow ers. The 
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  by th e  B r i t i s h  and  U n ite d  S t a t e s  G overn­
m ents o f  d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  P o l i s h  
P r o v is io n a l  Government h a s  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  
t h e i r  r e c o g n i t io n  from  th e  fo rm er P o l i s h  Governm ent i n  
London, w h ich  no lo n g e r  e x i s t s .

The B r i t i s h  and U .S . Governm ents have ta k e n  m easu res  
to  p r o te c t  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v is io n a l  
G overnm ent, a s  th e  r e c o g n is e d  Governm ent o f  th e  P o l i s h  
S t a t e ,  in  t h e  p r o p e r ty  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  P o l i s h  S t a t e  
lo c a te d  in  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  and  u n d er t h e i r  c o n t r o l  
w h a te v e r  th e  form o f  t h i s  p r o p e r ty  may b e .  They h av e  
f u r t h e r  ta k e n  m easu res to  p re v e n t  a l i e n a t i o n  to  t h i r d  
p a r t i e s  o f  su ch  p r o p e r ty .  A l l  p ro p e r  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
g iv e n  to  th e  P o l is h  P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent f o r  th e  
e x e r c i s e  o f  th e  o r d in a r y  l e g a l  rem ed ies  f o r  th e  r e c o v e ry  
o f  any p r o p e r ty  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  P o l i s h  S t a t e  w hich  may 
h av e  been w ro n g fu lly  a l i e n a t e d .

The T h ree  Powers a r e  a n x io u s  to  a s s i s t  th e  P o l i s h  
P r o v is io n a l  Governm ent in  f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e  r e t u r n  to  
P o lan d  as  so o n  as p r a c t i c a b l e  o f  a l l  P o le s  a b ro ad  who 
w is h  to  go, in c lu d in g  members o f  th e  P o l i s h  arm ed f o r c e s  
an d  th e  m erch an t m a r in e . They e x p e c t t h a t  th o se  P o le s  
who r e tu r n  home s h a l l  b e  a c c o rd e d  p e r s o n a l  r i g h t s  and  
p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  on th e  same b a s i s  a s  a l l  P o l i s h  
c i t i z e n s .
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The Three Powers n o t e  t h a t  th e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Government in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  the  d e c i s i o n s  o f  th e  
Crim ea C o n fe ren ce  has a g re e d  to  t h e  h o ld in g  o f  f r e e  and  
u n f e t t e r e d  e l e c t i o n s  as  soon as p o s s i b l e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  and s e c r e t  b a l l o t  i n  w hich  a l l  
d e m o c ra t ic  and  a n t i - N a z i  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  to  
t a k e  p a r t  and t o  p u t  fo rw a rd  c a n d i d a t e s ; and  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  A l l i e d  P re s s  s h a l l  e n jo y  f u l l  
f reed o m  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  w orld  upon d ev e lo p m en ts  i n  
P o la n d  b e fo re  an d  d u r in g  th e  e l e c t i o n s .

B. W estern  F r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d .

In  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  agreem ent on P o la n d  r e a c h e d  
a t  t h e  Crimea C o n fe ren ce  th e  th re e  Heads o f  Government 
h av e  sought t h e  o p in io n  o f  the P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n ity  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  
o f  t e r r i t o r y  i n  th e  n o r t h  and w est w h ich  P o la n d  s h o u ld  
r e c e i v e .  The P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c il  o f  
P o la n d  and members o f  t h e  P o l ish  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government 
o f  N a t io n a l  U n i ty  have b een  r e c e iv e d  a t  t h e  C o n fe re n c e  
and have  f u l l y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  v i e w s . The t h r e e  Heads 
o f  Government r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  
d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  the  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o la n d  sh o u ld  
a w a i t  th e  p e a c e  s e t t l e m e n t .

The th re e  Heads o f  Government a g r e e  t h a t ,  p e n d in g  
th e  f i n a l  d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  P o la n d 's  w e s te r n  f r o n t i e r ,  
t h e  fo rm er German t e r r i t o r i e s  e a s t  o f  a  l i n e  r u n n in g  
from  th e  B a l t i c  Sea im m edia te ly  w e s t  [o f]  Swinemunde, 
and th e n c e  a lo n g  the  Oder R iver to  t h e  c o n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  
w e s t e r n  N e isse  R iv e r  and a long  th e  w e s t e r n  N e i s s e  to  t h e  
C zechoslovak  f r o n t i e r ,  in c lu d in g  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  E a s t  
P r u s s i a  no t p l a c e d  u nder  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  Union 
o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic s  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  th e  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  re a c h e d  a t  t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  and  i n c l u d i n g  
th e  a r e a  o f  t h e  fo rm er f r e e  c i t y  o f  D anz ig , s h a l l  be 
u n d e r  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  the P o l i s h  S t a t e  and  f o r  
such  pu rp o ses  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  as  p a r t  o f  th e  
S o v i e t  zone o f  o c c u p a t io n  i n  Germany.

X.

CONCLUSION OF PEACE TREATIES AND ADMISSION TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION.

The Three Governments c o n s id e r  i t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  anom alous p o s i t i o n  o f  I t a l y ,  B u l g a r i a ,  F in l a n d ,  
H ungary and Roumania s h o u ld  be t e r m in a te d  by th e  
c o n c lu s io n  o f  P e a c e  T r e a t i e s .  They t r u s t  t h a t  th e  o t h e r  
i n t e r e s t e d  A l l i e d  Governments w i l l  s h a r e  t h e s e  v ie w s .
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For t h e i r  p a r t  t h e  T hree  Governments have in c lu d e d  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  P eace  T r e a ty  w i th  I t a l y  as  th e  
f i r s t  among th e  im m ediate  im p o r ta n t  t a s k s  to  be u n d e r ­
t a k e n  by th e  new C o u n c i l  o f  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r s .  I t a l y  
was th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  A xis  Powers to  b r e a k  w i th  Germany, 
who [ to ]  whose d e f e a t  she  h a s  made a  m a t e r i a l  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n ,  and h a s  now j o i n e d  w i th  th e  A l l i e s  i n  the  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  J a p a n .  I t a l y  h a s  f r e e d  h e r s e l f  from  th e  F a s c i s t  
reg im e  and i s  making good p r o g r e s s  to w ard s  r e e s t a b l i s h ­
m ent o f  a d e m o c ra t ic  governm ent and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The 
c o n c lu s io n  o f  such  a  P eace  T r e a ty  w i th  a  r e c o g n i s e d  and 
d e m o c ra t ic  I t a l i a n  Government w i l l  make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
th e  Three G overnm ents to  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  s u p p o r t  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  from  I t a l y  f o r  membership o f  th e  U n i te d  
N a t io n s .

The Three  Governments h av e  a l s o  c h a rg e d  th e  C ouncil  
o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  w i th  t h e  t a s k  o f  p r e p a r i n g  Peace 
T r e a t i e s  f o r  B u l g a r i a ,  F i n l a n d ,  Hungary and Roumania.
The c o n c lu s io n  o f  P eace  T r e a t i e s  w i th  r e c o g n i s e d  demo­
c r a t i c  Governments i n  t h e s e  S t a t e s  w i l l  a l s o  e n a b le  the  
T h ree  Governments to  s u p p o r t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from them f o r  
membership o f  th e  U n i te d  N a t io n s .  The T hree  Governments 
a g r e e  to  exam ine e a c h  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  i n  
th e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e n  p r e v a i l i n g ,  th e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  F in la n d ,  
Roumania, B u l g a r i a ,  an d  Hungary to  th e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  
p r i o r  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  p e a c e  t r e a t i e s  w i th  th o s e  
coun t r i e s .

The Three Governments have  no d o u b t t h a t  i n  v iew  o f  
t h e  changed c o n d i t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  
t h e  w ar in  E u ro p e ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  P re s s  
w i l l  e n jo y  f u l l  f reedom  to  r e p o r t  to  t h e  w o r ld  upon 
deve lopm en ts  i n  Roumania, B u l g a r i a ,  Hungary and F in la n d .

As r e g a rd s  the  a d m is s io n  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n t o  the  
U n i te d  N a t io n s  O r g a n iz a t io n ,  A r t i c l e  4 o f  th e  C h a r te r  
o f  t h e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t :

1 . Membership i n  t h e  U n i te d  N a t io n s  i s  open to  a l l  
o t h e r  p e a c e - lo v in g  S t a t e s  who a c c e p t  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  
c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  C h a r t e r  and , i n  th e  judgm ent o f  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a r e  a b le  an d  w i l l i n g  to  c a r ry  o u t  
t h e s e  o b l i g a t i o n s ;

2 . The a d m is s io n  o f  any such  S t a t e  to  membership in  
t h e  U n ited  N a t io n s  w i l l  be  e f f e c t e d  by a  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  
G e n e ra l  Assembly upon th e  recom m endation  o f  th e  S e c u r i t y  
C o u n c i l .

The Three G overnm ents, so f a r  a s  th e y  a r e  c o n ce rn ed ,  
w i l l  s u p p o r t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  membership from th o s e  
S t a t e s  which have  re m a in e d  n e u t r a l  d u r in g  th e  w ar and 
w h ich  f u l f i l l  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s e t  o u t  above.
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The Three Governments f e e l  bound how ever to  make i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  w ould  n o t  f a v o u r  any 
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  membership p u t  fo rw a rd  by th e  p r e s e n t  
S p a n ish  Government, w h ich ,  h a v in g  b een  fo unded  w i th  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A xis  Pow ers, does n o t ,  i n  v iew  o f  i t s  
o r i g i n s ,  i t s  n a t u r e ,  i t s  r e c o rd  and i t s  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i th  t h e  a g g r e s s o r  S t a t e s ,  p o s s e s s  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
n e c e s s a r y  to  j u s t i f y  su ch  m em bership.

XI.

TERRITORIAL TRUSTEESHIP

The C onference  exam ined  a  p r o p o s a l  by  t h e  S o v ie t  
Government on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t r u s t e e s h i p  t e r r i t o r i e s  
e n v i s a g in g  th o s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  as  d e f in e d  i n  
th e  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  Crim ea C o n fe ren ce  and  i n  th e  C h a r t e r  
o f  t h e  U n ited  N a t io n s  O r g a n i s a t i o n .

A f t e r  an exchange o f  views on t h i s  q u e s t io n  i t  was 
d e c id e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  any fo rm er  I t a l i a n  
t e r r i t o r i e s  was one to  b e  d e c id e d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  th e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  peace  t r e a t y  w i th  I t a l y  and  t h a t  th e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  I t a l i a n  t e r r i t o r y  w ould  be c o n s id e r e d  by  th e  
Sep tem ber C o u n c i l  o f  M in i s t e r s  o f  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s .

X I I .

REVISED ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION PROCEDURE IN 
ROUMANIA, BULGARIA AND HUNGARY.

The Three Governments have ta k e n  n o t e  t h a t  th e  
S o v i e t  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  on th e  A l l i e d  C o n t ro l  Commissions 
in  Roumania, B u lg a r i a  and  Hungary, h ave  communicated to  
t h e i r  U n ited  Kingdom and U n ite d  S t a t e s  c o l l e a g u e s  
p r o p o s a l s  f o r  im prov ing  th e  work o f  th e  C o n tro l  
Commissions, now t h a t  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  Europe  have c e a s e d .

The Three Governments a g ree  t h a t  t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
p ro c e d u re s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  C o n tro l  Commissions i n  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  now be u n d e r ta k e n ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
th e  i n t e r e s t s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Three G overn­
m ents which t o g e t h e r  p r e s e n t e d  th e  te rm s  o f  a r m i s t i c e  to  
the  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s ,  and a c c e p t i n g  a s  a  b a s i s ,  i n  
r e s p e c t  o f  a l l  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s ,  th e  S o v ie t  G overnm en t 's  
p r o p o s a l s  f o r  Hungary a s  annexed h e r e t o .

ANNEX

TEXT OF A LETTER TRANSMITTED ON JULY 12 TO THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE U.S. AND U.K.

GOVERNMENTS ON THE ALLIED CONTROL 
COMMISSION IN HUNGARY.
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In  v iew  o f  t h e  changed s i t u a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  
t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  war a g a i n s t  Germany, t h e  S o v ie t  
Government f in d s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  f o l lo w in g  
o r d e r  o f  work f o r  th e  A l l i e d  C o n t ro l  Commission i n  
H ungary .

1. D uring  th e  p e r io d  up to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  p eace  
w i t h  Hungary th e  P r e s i d e n t  ( o r  V ic e - P r e s id e n t )  o f  th e  
ACC w i l l  r e g u l a r l y  c a l l  c o n fe re n c e s  w i t h  the  B r i t i s h  and  
A m erican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n s  r e l a t i n g  to  the  w o rk  o f  th e  
ACC. The c o n fe re n c e s  w i l l  be c a l l e d  once in  10 d ay s ,  o r  
more f r e q u e n t l y  i n  c a se  o f  n e e d .

D i r e c t i v e s  o f  th e  ACC on q u e s t i o n s  o f  p r i n c i p l e  w i l l  
b e  i s s u e d  to  th e  H ungarian  a u t h o r i t i e s  by th e  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  th e  A l l i e d  C o n tro l  Commission a f t e r  ag reem en t on 
t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  w i th  th e  E n g l i s h  an d  American r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s  .

2 .  The B r i t i s h  and American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  
ACC w i l l  t a k e  p a r t  i n  g e n e r a l  c o n fe re n c e s  o f  h e a d s  o f  
d i v i s i o n s  and  d e le g a t e s  o f  th e  ACC, convoked b y  th e  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  ACC, which m e e t in g s  w i l l  be r e g u l a r  i n  
n a t u r e .  The B r i t i s h  and American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  
a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e  p e r s o n a l l y  o r  th ro u g h  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  m ixed  com m issions 
c r e a t e d  b y  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  ACC f o r  q u e s t i o n s  
c o n n e c te d  w i t h  th e  e x e c u t io n  by  th e  ACC o f  i t s  
f u n c t i o n s .

3. F r e e  movement by th e  Am erican and B r i t i s h  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  th e  c o u n t ry  w i l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  p ro v id e d  
t h a t  th e  ACC i s  p r e v i o u s l y  in fo rm ed  o f  the  t im e  and r o u te  
o f  th e  jo u r n e y s .

4 .  A l l  q u e s t io n s  co n n e c te d  w i th  p e r m is s io n  f o r  th e  
e n t r a n c e  an d  e x i t  o f  members o f  th e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
and  A m erican r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  H ungary w i l l  b e  d e c id e d  
on th e  s p o t  by th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  ACC w i th in  a  tim e 
l i m i t  o f  n o t  more th a n  one week.

5 .  The b r in g i n g  in  and s e n d in g  o u t  by p l a n e  o f  m a i l ,  
c a rg o e s  and  d ip lo m a t ic  c o u r i e r s  w i l l  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  by 
t h e  B r i t i s h  and American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  ACC 
u n d e r  a r ra n g e m e n ts  and w i t h i n  tim e l i m i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
th e  ACC, o r  in  s p e c i a l  c a s e s  by p r e v io u s  c o o r d i n a t io n  
w i t h  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  ACC.

I  c o n s id e r  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  add t o  th e  above t h a t  i n  
a l l  o t h e r  p o i n t s  th e  e x i s t i n g  S t a t u t e s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  ACC 
i n  H ungary , which was co n f irm ed  on J a n u a ry ,  20 [ s i c ] , 
1945 , s h a l l  rem ain  i n  f o r c e  i n  th e  f u t u r e .
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XIII
ORDERLY TRANSFER OF GERMAN POPULATIONS

The Three G overnm ents , h a v in g  c o n s id e re d  th e  
q u e s t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s ,  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  th e  t r a n s f e r  
o f  Germany to  German p o p u l a t i o n s ,  o r  e lem en ts  t h e r e o f ,  
r e m a in in g  i n  P o la n d ,  C ze c h o s lo v a k ia  a n d  Hungary, w i l l  
h ave  to  be u n d e r ta k e n .  They a g re e  t h a t  any t r a n s f e r s  
t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e  s h o u ld  be e f f e c t e d  i n  an  o r d e r l y  and 
humane manner.

S ince  th e  i n f l u x  o f  a l a r g e  number o f  Germans i n t o  
Germany w ould i n c r e a s e  th e  b u rd e n  a l r e a d y  r e s t i n g  on th e  
o ccu p y in g  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  th e y  c o n s id e r  t h a t  the  A l l i e d  
C o n t ro l  C ounc il  i n  Germany sh o u ld  in  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  
examine th e  p ro b lem , w i th  s p e c i a l  r e g a r d  to  th e  q u e s t io n  
o f  th e  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e s e  Germans among th e  
s e v e r a l  zones o f  o c c u p a t io n .  They a r e  a c c o rd in g ly  
i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on th e  
C o n tro l  C o u n c il  to  r e p o r t  t o  t h e i r  Governments a s  soon 
as  p o s s i b l e  th e  e x t e n t  to  w h ich  such p e r so n s  have 
a l r e a d y  e n t e r e d  Germany from  P o lan d , C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  and 
Hungary, and  to  su b m it  an e s t i m a t e  o f  th e  time and  r a t e  
a t  w hich f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r s  c o u ld  be c a r r i e d  o u t  h a v in g  
r e g a r d  to  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  Germany.

The C zechoslovak  Government, the  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Government and  th e  C o n tro l  C o u n c il  i n  Hungary a r e  a t  th e  
same tim e b e in g  in fo rm ed  o f  t h e  above and a re  b e in g  
r e q u e s t e d  m eanwhile to  su sp e n d  f u r t h e r  e x p u ls io n s  
p e n d in g  an e x a m in a t io n  by t h e  Governments co n ce rn ed  o f  
t h e  r e p o r t  from  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on th e  C o n t ro l  
C o u n c i l .

XIV

OIL EQUIPMENT IN RUMANIA

The C onference  a g re e d  t o  s e t  up two b i l a t e r a l  
com m issions o f  e x p e r t s ,  one t o  be composed o f  U n i te d  
Kingdom and S o v ie t  Members, and  one t o  be composed o f  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  and S o v ie t  members, to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  
f a c t s  and examine t h e  docum ents, as a  b a s i s  f o r  th e  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  from th e  removal o f  
equ ipm ent from  Rumania. I t  was f u r t h e r  ag reed  t h a t  
t h e s e  e x p e r t s  s h a l l  b e g in  t h e i r  work w i t h i n  t e n  d ay s ,  on 
th e  s p o t .
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XV

IRAN

I t  was a g r e e d  t h a t  A l l i e d  t r o o p s  s h o u ld  be w ith d raw n  
im m ed ia te ly  f ro m  T ehran , and t h a t  f u r t h e r  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  
w i th d ra w a l  o f  t ro o p s  f ro m  I r a n  s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  a t  
t h e  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C o u n c i l  o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  to  be  
h e l d  i n  London in  S ep tem ber ,  1945.

XVI

THE INTERNATIONAL ZONE OF TANGIER

A p ro p o s a l  by th e  S o v i e t  Government was exam ined and 
th e  fo l lo w in g  d e c i s io n s  w ere r e a c h e d .

Having exam ined th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  Zone o f  T a n g ie r ,  
th e  t h r e e  Go [v ]e m m e n ts  have a g re e d  t h a t  t h i s  Zone, 
w h ich  in c lu d e s  th e  c i t y  o f  T a n g ie r  and th e  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  
to  i t ,  in  v iew  o f  i t s  s p e c i a l  s t r a t e g i c  im p o r ta n c e  s h a l l  
re m a in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .

The q u e s t io n  o f  T a n g ie r  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in  th e  
n e a r  f u tu r e  a t  a  m e e t in g  i n  P a r i s  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
th e  Governments o f  th e  Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  
R e p u b l ic s ,  t h e  U nited  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica , t h e  U n ite d  
K in[g]dom  and F rance .

XVII

THE BLACK SEA STRAITS

The th re e  Governments r e c o g n is e d  th e  n e e d  f o r  
r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  C onven tion  on th e  S t r a i t s  co n c lu d e d  a t  
M ontreux as f a i l i n g  to  m ee t  p r e s e n t - d a y  c o n d i t i o n s .

I t  was a g r e e d  t h a t  a s  th e  n e x t  s t e p  th e  m a t t e r  
s h o u ld  be th e  s u b je c t  o f  d i r e c t  c o n v e r s a t io n s  be tw een  
e ach  o f  the  t h r e e  Governments and th e  T u rk is h  Govern­
m ent.

X V III

INTERNATIONAL INLAND WATERWAYS.

The C onference  c o n s id e r e d  a p r o p o s a l  o f  th e  U.S. 
D e le g a t io n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and a g re e d  to  r e f e r  i t  f o r  
c o n s id e r a t i o n  to  the  fo r th c o m in g  m e e t in g  o f  th e  C o u n c il  
o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  i n  London.
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XIX

EUROPEAN INLAND TRANSPORT CONFERENCE.

The B r i t i s h  and  U.S. D e le g a t io n s  to  th e  C onference  
in fo rm ed  th e  S o v ie t  D e le g a t io n  o f  th e  d e s i r e  o f  th e  
B r i t i s h  and U.S. Governments t o  reco n v en e  th e  European  
I n la n d  T r a n s p o r t  C onference a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  would 
welcome a s s u ra n c e  t h a t  the  S o v i e t  Government w ould  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  work o f  t h e  reco n v en ed  c o n fe re n c e .  
The S o v ie t  Government ag reed  t h a t  i t  w ould  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e .

XX

DIRECTIVES TO MILITARY COMMANDERS ON ALLIED 
CONTROL COUNCIL FOR GERMANY.

The t h r e e  Governments a g r e e d  t h a t  e a c h  would sen d  a 
d i r e c t i v e  to  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  C o n tro l  C o u n c il  
f o r  Germany in fo rm in g  him o f  a l l  d e c i s io n s  o f  th e  
C onference  a f f e c t i n g  m a t te r s  w i t h i n  t h e  scope o f  h i s  
d u t i e s .

XXI

USE OF ALLIED PROPERTY FOR SATELLITE 
REPARATIONS OR "WAR TROPHIES”

The p r o p o s a l  p r e s e n te d  by t h e  U.S. D e le g a t io n  was 
a c c e p te d  in  p r i n c i p l e  by th e  C o n fe re n c e ,  b u t  th e  
d r a f t i n g  o f  an ag reem en t on t h e  m a t t e r  was l e f t  t o  be 
w orked  o u t  th ro u g h  d ip lo m a t ic  c h a n n e l s . !

U nited  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  
R e la t i o n s  o f  the  U n i te d  S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  B e r l i n  (The 
Potsdam  Conference 1 9 4 5 . I I  (W ashington: U n ite d  S t a t e s
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1960), p p .  1477-1498.



CHAPTER XII

TESTING RESULTS

H aving  r e a d  t h e  186-page document on  th e  o r i g i n s  o f  

th e  Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce ,  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  C o n fe re n c e ;  

th e  Po tsdam  P ro c la m a t io n ,  c a l l i n g  upon J a p a n  to  s u r r e n d e r ;  

th e  Communique im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  C o n fe re n c e ;  an d  th e  

P r o to c o l ,  i s s u e d  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w ere  asked  t o  com ple te  fo u r  e x e r c i s e s .  

F i r s t  th e y  h ad  one week to  com ple te  a take-hom e e s s a y .  Then 

th e y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  an  i n - c l a s s  e x e r c i s e  w hich  i n c l u d e d  a 

m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t ,  an  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  and t h e  

c o m p le t io n  o f  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

The take-hom e e s s a y  c o v e re d  f iv e  m a jo r  s u b j e c t s  

d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e re n c e :  th e  f a t e  o f  Germany, P o l a n d 's

f u t u r e ,  J a p a n  a t  th e  C o n fe ren ce ,  P r e s i d e n t  T rum an 's  v iew s o f  

th e  C o n fe re n c e ,  and a com parison  o f  th e  Communique t o  the  

P r o to c o l .  The pu rp o se  o f  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  was to  g iv e  t h e  

s tu d e n t s  an o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  deve lop  t h e i r  o b s e r v a t i o n  and 

w r i t i n g  s k i l l s .  The e s s a y  was a  take-hom e a s s ig n m e n t  to  

a v o id  any  undue p r e s s u r e  on th e  s tu d e n t s  i n  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r

196
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e s s a y s .  The s tu d e n t s  w ere a l low ed  t o  e i t h e r  ty p e  o r  in  

t h e i r  b e s t  penm anship w r i t e  o u t in  long h an d  th e  e s s a y s .  The 

a u th o r  in c lu d e d  a  number o f  su b h ead in g s  w i th  p age  numbers to  

a s s i s t  th e  s tu d e n t s  in  t h e i r  e s s a y s .  This  a l s o  h e lp e d  th e  

a u th o r  t o  g rade th e  e s s a y s  as  o b j e c t i v e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I f  a 

s t u d e n t  f a i l e d  to  co v er  a  s u b - p o in t ,  he o r  sh e  l o s t  p o i n t s .  

The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  (56.5%) o f  th e  s ix t y - t w o  s t u d e n t s  who 

w ro te  t h e  take-hom e e s s a y s  chose P r e s i d e n t  T ru m an 's  v iew s o f  

the  c o n fe re n c e .

On th e  same day th e y  handed i n  t h e i r  take-hom e 

e s s a y s ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  took  a  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t .  The 

p u rp o se  o f  the  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  was to  s e e  i f  th e  

s tu d e n t s  re a d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  in  l i e u  o f  m ere ly  " c h e c k in g  i t  

over  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  e s s a y s . "  From t h e  t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  w hich 

a re  i n c lu d e d  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  r e a d  th e  m a t e r i a l  

th o ro u g h ly .  The t e s t  i s  re p ro d u c e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  w i th  th e  

number o f  r e s p o n s e s  and p e r c e n ta g e s .

F o llo w in g  th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  t h e  s tu d e n t s  to o k  

an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t .  The m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  t e s t  came from  

pages tw en ty -tw o  th ro u g h  tw e n ty - th r e e  o f  t h e  Potsdam  

document the  s tu d e n t s  r e a d .  The m a t e r i a l  c o v e re d  was th e  

code symbols u se d  i n  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b l e s .  The s tu d e n t s  

were in fo rm ed  b e fo re h a n d  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  r e a d  th e s e  p a g e s ,  

fo r  t h i s  i s  where th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i tem s  w ould  o r i g i n a t e .  

The s tu d e n t s  were t o  do f o u r  out o f  s ev en  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

i t e m s . Each i te m  was w o r th  one and o n e - q u a r t e r  p o i n t s  f o r  a
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t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  f iv e  p o i n t s .  P a r t  o f  th e  aim o f  th e  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  was to  g i v e  the  s t u d e n t s  a f l a v o r  o f  a 

d ip lo m a t ic  c o n f e re n c e .  C o n seq u en tly ,  t h e  cod ing  symbols 

w ere l e f t  on th e  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b l e s .  The r e a d e r  o f  th e  

Potsdam  document w ould need t o  l e a r n  them o r  c o n t in u o u s ly  

t u r n  back to  pages tw en ty - tw o  and  t w e n t y - t h r e e . In  g e n e r a l ,  

t h e  s tu d e n t s  l e a rn e d  some o f  t h e  symbols b u t  n o t  a l l  and d id  

somewhat more p o o r ly  on t h i s  t h a n  on e i t h e r  t h e  e s s a y  o r  th e  

m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t .

The f i n a l  i n - c l a s s  e x e r c i s e  was a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

The q u e s t io n s  were numbered f o l lo w in g  th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  

t e s t  i n  o r d e r  to  a l lo w  th e  com puter  to  g rad e  and r e c o r d  th e  

s t u d e n t s '  r e s p o n s e s .  Q u e s t io n s  tw e n ty - th r e e  and tw e n ty - fo u r  

a s k e d  i f  th e  s tu d e n t  would have  e i t h e r  lo o k ed  up th e  

ap p e n d ix  to  r e a d  th e  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l  o r  would have gone to  

t h e  l i b r a r y  to  r e a d  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  The r e s p o n s e s  i n d i c a t e d  

th e  s tu d e n t s  would n e i t h e r  have  tu rn e d  to  th e  ap p en d ix  n o r  

gone to  th e  l i b r a r y .  Q u e s t io n s  t w e n ty - f iv e  th ro u g h  tw e n ty -  

sev en  d e a l t  w i th  th e  a to m ic  bomb and J a p a n .  The re m a in in g  

q u e s t io n s  ( tw e n t y - e i g h t  th ro u g h  t h i r t y )  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  th e  

s t u d e n t ' s  c o l l e g e  s t a t u s .

Take-Home Essay

Each s tu d e n t  w ro te  a take-hom e e s s a y  w hich co u n te d  

s i x t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  g r a d e .  They had f i v e  t o p i c s  

from  which to  choose an d  were t o  w r i t e  on one o f  them. The
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to p ic s  d e a l t  w i th  i te m s  c o v e re d  a t  th e  c o n fe re n c e .  There 

were a num ber o f  s u b - p o in t s  p ro v id e d  by  th e  a u th o r  w i th  

page num bers to  a s s i s t  th e  s tu d e n t s  i n  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r  

e s sa y .  They had one week t o  w r i t e  th e  e s sa y s .

T h e re  w ere s i x t y - f i v e  s tu d e n ts  who re sp o n d e d  to  th e  

i n - c l a s s  e x e r c i s e s ,  th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t ,  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  

and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t .  T h re e  s tu d e n t s ,  fo r  r e a s o n s  

unknown, ch o se  n o t  t o  w r i t e  an  e ssay . The e x p la n a to r y  s h e e t  

g iven  to  t h e  s tu d e n t s  e x p l a i n i n g  the  e s s a y  fo l lo w s  w i th  th e  

number o f  th o s e  who re sp o n d ed  and th e  p e rc e n ta g e  b a s e d  on 

s ix ty - tw o  s tu d e n t s  ( s e e  T a b le  1 ) .

TABLE 1

ESSAY TEST

ESSAY (65 p o i n t s ) .  Do 1 ( o n e ) .  Use 4 -8  pages . N o te  to 
s tu d e n t :  t h e  page numbers o f  t h e  Potsdam C o n fe ren ce  paper
you have a r e  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  s u b -h e a d in g s  o f  y o u r  e s s a y ,  
which you a r e  to  do ONE. T hese  pages a r e  in  ( ) . Example: 
(80-81) m eans p ag es  80-81 i n  t h e  Potsdam C onference  p ap e r .

1 . DISCUSS THE FATE OF GERMANY 16 resp o n d ed  f o r  25.8%

I n c lu d e  th e  f o l lo w in g  i n  y o u r  e s s a y : the  g e o g r a p h ic a l
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Germany (8 0 -8 1 ) ;  a b r i e f  summary o f  the 
P o l i t i c a l  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Germany (1 5 5 -1 5 8 );  a  b r i e f  
summary o f  th e  Economic P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Germany (158-160) ; 
a b r i e f  summary o f  th e  r e p a r a t i o n s  o f  Germany (160-161) ; 
a b r i e f  summary o f  the  D is p o s a l  o f  t h e  German Navy and 
M erchan t M arine (161 ); d i s c u s s  th e  f a t e  o f  War C r im in a ls  
(162) ; i s  t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in e d  
in  t h e  Communique on Germany (155-161) and th e  m a t e r i a l  
c o n ta in e d  i n  t h e  P r o to c o l  (179-187)?  I f  so ,  b r i e f l y  
i n d i c a t e  th e  a r e a s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .
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TABLE 1--Continued

2. DISCUSS POLAND AT THE CONFERENCE 4 re sp o n d e d  f o r  6.5%

I n c lu d e  t h e  f o l lo w in g  in  y o u r  e s s a y : a  b r i e f  summary o f
t h e  S o v ie t  P r o p o s a l  on P o la n d  (8 1 -8 2 ) ;  a  b r i e f  summary 
o f  th e  B r i t i s h  P r o p o s a l  on P o la n d  ( 8 2 -8 3 ) ;  summarize t h e  
d ip lo m a t ic  t e l e g r a m  from t h e  P o l i s h  P r e s i d e n t  B i e r u t  and 
P o l i s h  Prim e M i n i s t e r  Osobka-Morawski to  Am erican 
P r e s i d e n t  H arry  S . Truman (1 0 0 ) ;  summarize th e  d i p l o ­
m a t ic  n o t e  to  t h e  P o l i s h  Government on N a t io n a l  U n i ty  
(1 0 4 ) ;  summarize th e  J u ly  2 4 ,  1945, memorandum o f  a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  Truman and  th e  P o l i s h  
d e l e g a t i o n  (1 1 1 -1 1 2 ) ;  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s  t h e  Curzon l i n e  
(112 , f o o tn o t e  1 3 ) ;  W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an and James 
C lem ent Dunn m et w i t h  th e  P o l i s h  D e le g a t io n .  The P o le s  
gave t h e  A m ericans  t h r e e  memoranda. B r i e f l y  d i s c u s s  
t h e s e  documents (1 1 5 -1 1 8 ) ;  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s  w hat th e  
Communique m e n t io n e d  on P o la n d  (163-164) ; i s  t h e r e  any 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e  Communique (163-164) and th e  
P r o to c o l  (1 8 8 -1 8 9 )  on Po land? I f  so ,  b r i e f l y  i n d i c a t e .

3. DISCUSS JAPAN AT THE CONFERENCE 4 re sp o n d e d  f o r  6.5%

I n c lu d e  t h e  f o l l o w in g  in  y o u r  e s s a y : b r i e f l y  summarize
t h e  J u ly  2 , 1945, memorandum from S tim son  e n t i t l e d ,  
"PROPOSED PROGRAM FOR JAPAN" (120-122) ; b r i e f l y  
summ arize th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t 's  J u ly  3, 
1945, B r i e f in g  Book Paper e n t i t l e d ,  "ATTITUDE TOWARD 
EMPEROR" (126) an d  "THE POSITION OF THE EMPEROR" (127- 
129) ; b r i e f l y  sum m arize t h e  DRAFT PROCLAMATION OF THE 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS AND BRITISH PROPOSALS (131-132) ; 
d i s c u s s  t h e  e f f o r t s  to  o b t a i n  C h in a 's  s i g n a t u r e  on th e  
P r o c la m a t io n ,  i n c l u d e  H u r l e y 's  c a b le s  (1 3 2 -1 3 5 ) ;  
b r i e f l y  summarize A y e rs ' t e l e g r a m  t o  Ross on r e l e a s i n g  
t h e  P ro c la m a tio n  an d  the  New York Times co v e ra g e  (135- 
1 3 7 ) ;  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s  R u ss ian  r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  
P r o c la m a t io n  ( 1 3 7 -1 3 8 ) ,  i n c l u d e  J a p a n 's  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  
P r o c la m a t io n  (140) ; was Jap an  cov ered  i n  th e  Communique 
(152-167) and P r o t o c o l  (176-195)?

4. DISCUSS PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S VIEWS DURING THE CONFERENCE
35 re sp o n d e d  f o r  56.57,

I n c lu d e  i n  your e s s a y  the  f o l l o w i n g : b r i e f l y  summarize
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  v ie w s  o f h i s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  (70 , 
f o o tn o t e  7 ) ;  b r i e f l y  summarize h i s  m e e t in g  w i th  B r i t i s h
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TABLE 1— Continued

Prim e M in i s t e r  W inston  S. C h u r c h i l l  (7 4 , f o o tn o te  14); 
b r i e f l y  summarize h i s  v iew  on B e r l in  (7 4 - 7 5 , f o o tn o t e  15 
w hich  i s  c a r r e d  on th e  b o t t o n  o f  p . 7 5 ) ;  b r i f l y  
summarize h i s  m e e t in g  w i th  S t a l i n  (7 7 ) ;  b r i e f l y  
summarize h i s  v iew s on th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  d u r in g  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e  (78) ; b r i e f l y  summ arize h i s  v iew s on th e  
second  p le n a r y  m e e t in g  (8 4 ) ;  summarize h i s  " P o l i c e  
C ourt"  sp eech  ( 8 6 -8 7 ) ;  d i s c u s s  h i s  v iew  o f  th e  a to m ic  
bomb t e s t  a s  n o t e d  i n  S t im s o n 's  d i a r y  ( 9 9 ) ;  summarize 
h i s  r a d i o  sp eech  (1 7 4 ) .

5 . COMPARE AND CONTRAST THE COMMUNIQUE AND THE PROTOCOL
3 re sp o n d ed  f o r  4.8%

In  your e s s a y ; d e f in e  Communique and P r o to c o l ;  l i s t  a l l  
m ajo r  t o p i c s  i n  t h e  Communique (1 5 2 -1 6 7 ) ;  and a l l  m ajor 
t o p i c s  i n  th e  P r o to c o l  (1 7 6 -1 9 5 ) ;  a f t e r  l i s t i n g  t h e s e  
t o p i c s  d i s c u s s  th o s e  n o t  r e l e a s e d  to  t h e  w orld  on August 
2, 1945.

P r o v id in g  th e  v a r io u s  s u b - p o in t s  an d  th e  p a g e s  seems 

to  have a s s i s t e d  th e  s tu d e n t s  i n  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r  e s s a y s .  A 

sample o f  each  o f  t h e  e s s a y s  can  b e  found i n  Appendix A..

The s t u d e n t s '  names h av e  been  removed as  w e l l  as th e  name 

o f  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r .

R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  E ssay

The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e s  d e a l  w i th  th e  take-hom e e s sa y .  

T ab le  2 i s  th e  g r a d in g  s c a l e  f o r  t h e  e s s a y .  The su b ­

h e a d in g s  f o r  each  t o p i c  were c o u n te d  up and d iv id e d  i n t o  the  

a l l o t t e d  s i x t y - f i v e  p o i n t s .
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TABLE 2 

GRADING SCALE FOR ESSAY

Essay
Sub-
H eadings

Avg.
P o i n t s

T o t a l
P o i n t s

1. D is c u ss  th e  F a t e  o f  Germany 7 9 .2 8 65

2. D is c u ss  P o la n d  a t  th e  
C o n fe ren ce 9 7 .2 2 65

3. D is c u s s  Jap an  a t  th e  
C o nference 7 9 .2 8 65

4. D is c u ss  P r e s i d e n t  T rum an 's  
Views D uring  t h e  C o n fe ren ce 9 9 .2 8 65

5. Compare and C o n t r a s t  t h e
Communique an d  th e  P r o to c o l 4 1 6 .2 5 65

The s u b -h e a d in g s  e n a b le d  th e  g r a d e r  to  s e e  i f  t h e  

s tu d e n t s  c o v e re d  t h e  a l l o t t e d  m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  s u b ­

h e a d in g s ,  and a l lo w e d  him t o  ta k e  o f f  p o in t s  w i t h  as l i t t l e  

s u b j e c t i v i t y  as  p o s s i b l e .  F o r  exam ple , in  th e  e s s a y  on 

Germany t h e  s t u d e n t  was a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  were any d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  th e  m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  Communique on Germany and  

th e  m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h e  P r o to c o l ;  and, i f  so ,  th e  

s tu d e n t  was to  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .  Four 

s tu d e n t s ,  a s  T a b le  3 i n d i c a t e s ,  re sp o n d e d  t h e r e  was no 

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  Communique and P r o to c o l  on Germany. T h is  

i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  f o r  t h e  Communique d id  n o t  m en tio n  th e  

d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  German Naval and M erchan t M arine  f l e e t ,  

w h i le  th e  P r o to c o l  h as  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .  As Table  3 i n d i c a t e s ,
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most s tu d e n t s  w ere a b l e  to  fo l lo w  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and 

p ro d u ced  an e s s a y  w hich  c o v e re d  t h e  s u b - t o p i c s  a d e q u a t e ly .  

Only f i v e  s tu d e n t s  f a i l e d  t o  i n c lu d e  th e  r e q u i r e d  m a t e r i a l s  

o u t  o f  s ix ty - tw o  who d id  th e  e s s a y .  T hree  s tu d e n t s  (4.67o)

f a i l e d to  w r i t e th e  e s s a y a t  a l l o u t  o f th e  s ix ty - - f i v e  who

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n th e  o t h e r p a r t s o f  th e  e x e r c i s e .

TABLE 3

GRADE DISTRIBUTION FOR THE ESSAY

Essay
T o ta l
S tu d e n ts

65
P o in t s

60
P o in t s

56
P o in t s Mean P e r c e n ta g e

1 16 11 1 4 62.437 96 .057

2 4 4 0 0 65.000 1 0 0 . 0 0 0

3 4 4 0 0 65.000 1 0 0 . 0 0 0

4 35 35 0 0 65.000 1 0 0 . 0 0 0

5 3 3 0 0 65.000 1 0 0 . 0 0 0

(62) (57) CD (4) 64 .338 98 .981

I t  i s  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t ,  i f  t h i s  ty p e  o f  e x e r c i s e  

were r e q u i r e d  i n  a c l a s s  t a u g h t  by th e  i n s t r u c t o r  h i m s e l f ,  

th e  p e r c e n ta g e  f a i l i n g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ould  be lo w e r ;  

how ever, th e  s u c c e s s  r a t e  f o r  th o s e  who d id  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h i s  e s s a y  e x e r c i s e  was v e ry  h ig h ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  th e  

s tu d e n t s  had r e a d  th e  p r im a ry  documents a t  a  much h i g h e r  

p r o f i c i e n c y  l e v e l  th a n  i f  th e y  w ere r e q u i r e d  to  o b t a i n  th e  

in fo r m a t io n  from  th e  l i b r a r y  o r  i n  a n o th e r  fo rm a t .
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The f i n a l  t a b l e  on th e  take-hom e e s s a y  c o v e rs  th o s e  

who re sp o n d e d  to  t h e  v a r io u s  e s s a y  q u e s t i o n s .  As T a b le  4 

i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  was f o r  e s s a y  f o u r ,  t h e  

one d e a l in g  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  T rum an 's  v iew s d u r in g  th e  

c o n fe re n c e .  T h is  i s  fo l lo w e d  by e s s a y  one t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  

t h e  f a t e  o f  Germany a t  Potsdam . E ssa y  f i v e ,  compare an d  

c o n t r a s t  t h e  Communique and P r o to c o l ,  was a d m in i s t e r e d  to  

g iv e  th e  s tu d e n t s  an o p p o r tu n i ty ,  i f  th e y  so d e s i r e d ,  to  

w r i t e  a  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  r a t h e r  th a n  a  more o b j e c t i v e  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  O b v io u s ly ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  

l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  q u e s t io n .

TABLE 4

TOTAL RESPONDENTS AND PERCENTAGES 
FOR THE ESSAY

E ssay
T o ta l
R espondents

P e rc e n ta g e  Based 
on 62 S tu d e n t s

1. D isc u ss  t h e  F a te  o f  
Germany 16 25 .8

2 . D isc u ss  P o lan d  a t  th e  
C o n fe ren ce 4 6 .5

3 . D isc u ss  Jap an  a t  t h e  
C o n fe ren ce 4 6 .5

4 .  D isc u ss  P r e s i d e n t  Trum an's 
Views D uring th e  C onference 35 56 .6

5 .  Compare and C o n t r a s t  th e  
Communique and th e  
P r o to c o l 3 4 .8
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M u lt ip le - C h o ic e  T est  R e s u l t s

On th e  day th e  s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n e d  t h e i r  e s s a y s  th e y  

were a d m in is te r e d  a  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t ,  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

t e s t ,  and a q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  tw en ty  q u e s t i o n s  w orth  1 .5  p o i n t s .  The t e s t ,  

number o f  r e s p o n s e s  to  e a c h  q u e s t io n  a n d  t h e i r  p e r c e n ta g e s  

a r e  shown in  T a b le  5. An a s t e r i s k  (* )  d en o tes  t h e  c o r r e c t  

r e s p o n s e .

TABLE 5 

MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST

Name___________________________ I n s t r u c t o r

M u lt ip le -C h o ic e  ( 1 .5  p o in t s / 3 0  p o i n t s  t o t a l )

1. P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e l t  a t t e n d e d  in  F e b ru a ry ,  1945, a
co n fe re n c e  a t  Y a l ta .  A number o f  h i s t o r i a n s  r e f e r  to  
t h i s  c o n fe re n c e  a s :

A. th e  Crimea C o n fe ren ce  61* 94.07.

B. th e  S t a l i n  C o n fe ren ce  0 0.07.

C. The Big Three C o n fe re n c e  3 5.0%

D. The L a s t  War C o n fe re n c e  1 1.0%

The French d id  n o t  a t t e n d  the  P o tsdam  C o n fe ren ce . T h is  
was b e c a u s e :

A. De G a u l le  was to o  b u sy
form ing a  new governm ent 0 0.07.

B. The F rench  e x p r e s s e d  no 
d e s i r e  to  a t t e n d  t h e
c o n fe re n c e  6 9 . 2%
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TABLE 5— Continued

C. R u s s ia  opposed t h e  F rench
a t  Po tsdam  7 10.8%

D. Of a  number o f  s e r i o u s  
d o p lo m a t ic  and m i l i t a r y  
i n c i d e n t s  w i th  t h e  U n ite d
S t a t e s  d u r in g  W orld  War I I  52* 80.0%

P r e s i d e n t  Truman s e n t  two d ip lo m a ts  to  London and Moscow 
to  p r e p a r e  f o r  th e  P o tsdam  C o n fe ren ce . These  d ip lo m a ts  
w e re :

A. C h a r le s  E. B o h le n - -
W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an  27 41.5%

B. H a r ry  H opkins—
J o s e p h  E. Davies 32* 49.0%

C. R o b e r t  D. Murphy--
Edward R. S t e t t i n i u s  5 8.0%

D. W. W. N o r to n --
A l f r e d  A. Knopf 1 1.5%

4. P r e s i d e n t  Truman and t h e  A m erican d e l e g a t i o n  t r a v e l e d  
on an A m erican  c r u i s e r  named th e :

A. U .S. S . South D ako ta  2 3.1%

B. U. S . S . Tennessee  1 1.5%

C. U .S .S .  A ugusta 59* 90.8%

D. U. S . S . M isso u r i  3 4.6%

5. Potsdam i s  lo c a te d  i n  B e r l i n .  Which s e c t o r  i s  Potsdam  
l o c a t e d  i n :

A. A m erican  1 1.5%

B. F re n c h  1 1.5%

C. B r i t i s h  5 8.0%

D. S o v i e t  Union 58* 89.0%
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TABLE 5— Continued

The q u a r t e r s  o f  P r e s id e n t  Truman w ere n icknam ed by 
A m erican d e l e g a t e s  a s :

A. The L i t t l e  House in  the  
Suburbs 4 6 . 2%

B. The L i t t l e  W hite  House 56* 8 6 . 1%

C. The L i t t l e  Mansion 4 6 . 2 %

D. The L i t t l e  Y ellow  House 1 1.5%

The opening  o f  t h e  co n ference  was d e la y e d hecaus

A. C h u r c h i l l ' s  p la n e  was 
d e la y e d 1 1.5%

B. S t a l i n  s u f f e r e d  a h e a r t  
a t t a c k 6 ° v 95.4%

C. P r e s i d e n t  Truman f e l l  and
i n j u r e d  h i s  h ead  0 Q.07o

D. a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te  France 
was i n v i t e d  t o  th e
c o n fe re n c e  2 3.1%

8 . H a r ry  S. Truman was made ch a irm an  b e c a u se :

A. h e  was th e  o n ly  Chief o f
S t a t e  a t  t h e  co n fe ren c e  61* 93.8%

B. I t  was c u s to m ary  to r o t a t e  
th e  c h a irm a n sh ip  o f d i p l o ­
m a t ic  c o n fe re n c e s  2 3.1%

C. t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  had g iv e n  
f i n a n c i a l  and  m i l i t a r y  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  B r i t a i n  and
R u ss ia  2 3.1%

D. P r e s i d e n t  Truman asked to
b e  made ch a irm an  0 0 . 0%

th e
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TABLE 5— Continued

9. The news media a t  th e  c o n fe re n c e :

A. h a d  com plete  a c c e s s  to  t h e  
h e a d s  o f  Government f o r
i n t e r v i e w s  4 6.2%

B. h ad  a c c e s s  o n l y  to  the
f o r e i g n  s e c r e t a r i e s  12 18.4%

C. h a d  com ple te  t r a n s c r i p t s
o f  th e  p le n a r y  m eetings  4 6.2%

D. w ere  g iv en  v e r y  l i t t l e
u s e f u l  in f o r m a t io n  45* 69.2%

10. The c o n s t a n t  q u a r r e l i n g  be tw een  C h u r c h i l l  and  S t a l i n  a t  
t h e  t h i r d  p le n a r y  m eeting  f i n a l l y  g o t  to  P r e s i d e n t  and 
he  e x p lo d e d .  Truman d e l iv e r e d  what he c a l l e d  i n  h is  
Memoirs h i s :

11

A. " p o l i c e  c o u r t  speech" 58* 89.2%

B. " M is s o u r i  sp e e c h " 4 6 . 2 %

C. "One, two, p unch  speech" 1 1.5%

D. "G ive  em H e l l  H arry  sp eech " 2 3.1%

A f t e r  th e  E ig h th  P le n a ry  M ee tin g ,  P r e s i d e n t  in fo rm ed  
S t a l i n  a b o u t  th e  a to m ic  bomb. S t a l i n ' s  r e a c t i o n  was

A. o f  g r e a t  jo y  and  e x c i te m e n t 4 6 . 2%

B. g l a d  to  h e a r  i t  and hoped 
t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  would 
make "good u se  o f  i t  
a g a i n s t  th e  Ja p a n e se " 35* 53.8%

C. one o f  m ild  s u r p r i s e  and 
a s k e d  why h i s  c o u n try  was 
n o t  in fo rm ed  a b o u t  i t s  
developm ent 15 23.1%

D. one of emotion 11 16.9%
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TABLE 5— Continued

1 2 , W inston C h u r c h i l l  in form ed h i s  
l e a v in g  f o r  E n g lan d  b e c a u se :

c o l l e a g u e s t h a t  he  was

A. o f  p r e s s i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  
b u s in e s s 1 1.5%

B. h i s  son d i e d 3 5.0%

C. h e  was up f o r  r e e l e c t i o n 60* 9 2 . 0%

D. h e  had enough and was
g o in g  home 1 1.5%

13. On J u l y  26, 1945 , th e  Potsdam P r o c la m a t io n  was i s s u e d .  
I t :

A. c a l l e d  upon Japan  to
s u r r e n d e r  56* 86.2%

B. a s k e d  th e  w o r ld  to  p ra y
f o r  peace  1 1.5%

C. s a i d  Prim e M in i s t e r  
C h u r c h i l l  d id  an o u t ­
s t a n d in g  jo b  a t  th e
c o n fe re n c e  0 0 . 0%

D. announced  t h e  
a d m i t ta n c e  o f  F rance  
i n  th e  U n i t e d  N a tions
O r g a n iz a t io n  8 1 2 . 370

14. Which c o u n try  d i d  n o t  s ig n  th e  Potsdam  P ro c la m a t io n :

A. China 42 64.6%

B. G re a t  B r i t a i n  1 1.5%

C. R u s s ia  20* 30.8%

D. U n i te d  S t a t e s  2 3.1%
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TABLE 5--Continued

15. At th e  E le v e n th  P l e n a r y  m e e t in g  ( J u ly  31, 1 9 4 5 ) ,  the
American d e l e g a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  a  "package d e a l "  on th r e e  
i s s u e s :

16,

A. I r a n ,  S y r ia -L e b a n o n ,
and th e  T u r k i s h  S t r a i t s 11 16.9%

B. W estern  f r o n t i e r  o f  
P o lan d , a d m is s io n  o f  
I t a l y  a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  to  t h e  U n i te d  
N a t io n s , and r e p a r a t i o n s  
from Germany 4Q* 61.5%

C. War c r i m i n a l s , c i t y  o f  
K ie n ig sb u rg ,  and Turkey 10 15.4%

D. d i v i s i o n  o f  Germany, 
I r a n ,  and war c r i m i n a l s 4 6 . 2 %

The f i n a l  p l e n a r y  m e e t in g  was h e l d  on A ugust 1 
P r e s id e n t  Truman hoped  th e y  w ould meet a g a in ,  ; 
S t a l i n  r e p l i e d :

A. "God w i l l i n g " 38* 58.5%

B. "N ever!" 2 3.1%

C. "Soon" 16 24.6%

D. "We’ l l  s e e " 9 13.8%

A f t e r  th e  c o n f e r e n c e  t h e  Heads o f Governm ent:

A. r e l e a s e d  a p r o t o c o l 21 32.3%

B. r e l e a s e d  no fo rm a l  
s ta te m e n t 5 7.7%

C. r e l e a s e d  a  communique 33* 50.8%

D. m ere ly  went home and 
s a id  n o th in g 6 9 . 2 %
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TABLE 5— Continued

18. On A u g u s t  6 , 1945, th e  A m ericans  
on:

dropped an  atom bomb

A. Tokyo 3 5.0%

B. Kokura 1 1 . 0%

C. N ig a ta 0 0 . 0%

D. H iro sh im a 61* 94.0%

19. A f t e r  th e  a tom ic bomb was d ro p p e d  on J a p a n ,  R u ss ia :

A. announced she  was s e n d in g  
m e d ic a l  s u p p l i e s  to  J a p a n 0 0 . 0 %

B. d e c l a r e d  war on Jap an 40* 61.5%

C. c r i t i c i z e d  th e  U.S. f o r  
d ro p p in g  th e  a tom ic  bomb 
on  Japan 15 23.1%

D. s a i d  n o th in g 10 15.4%

2 0 . On A u g u s t  9, 1945, a n o th e r  J a p a n e s e  c i t y  
r e c i p i e n t  o f  an a tom ic  bomb. T h a t  was:

w as  th e

A. Tokyo 1 1.5%

B. Kokura 1 1.5%

C. N ag asak i 63* 97.0%

D. Formosa 0 0 . 0 %

The f i r s t  seven  q u e s t io n s  i n  t h e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  

t e s t  d e a l t  w i th  i tem s  p r i o r  to  th e "  o p en in g  o f  t h e  Potsdam 

C o n fe re n c e .  The f i r s t  q u e s t io n  i n q u i r e d  in t o  t h e  o th e r  name 

h i s t o r i a n s  u se  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  Y a l t a  C o n fe re n c e  and
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94% c o r r e c t l y  chose  th e  Crimea C o n fe re n c e .  The second  

q u e s t io n  a sk ed  why th e  F rench  w ere  e x c lu d e d  from  th e  

c o n fe re n c e  and 80%, c o r r e c t l y  r e sp o n d e d  b ec a u se  " o f  a  number 

o f  s e r io u s  d ip lo m a t ic  and m i l i t a r y  i n c i d e n t s  w i th  th e  U n ited  

S ta te s  d u r in g  World War X I ."  The t h i r d  q u e s t io n  a sk ed  th e  

s tu d e n ts  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  two A m erican d ip lo m a ts  s e n t  by 

P r e s id e n t  Truman to  London and Moscow to  p r e p a re  f o r  th e

c o n fe re n c e .  The s tu d e n t s  had d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  t h i s  q u e s t io n

because  o n ly  49%> c o r r e c t l y  chose H a r ry  Hopkins and Joseph  E.

D avies. C h a r le s  E. B ohlen  and W. A v e r e l l  H arrim an were

i n c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by  41%% o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

The s tu d e n t s ,  i n  q u e s t io n  f o u r ,  were a sk e d  to  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  s h ip  t h a t  c a r r i e d  th e  Am erican d e l e g a t i o n  and 

P r e s id e n t  Truman to  E urope . The s t u d e n t s  had l i t t l e  

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c h o o s in g  th e  answer f o r  90% i n d i c a t e d  i t  was 

th e  U .S .S . A u g u s ta . A f t e r  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  

m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  one s tu d e n t  in fo rm e d  th e  a u th o r  t h a t  

b a t t l e s h i p s  a r e  named f o r  s t a t e s  and c r u i s e r s  a r e  named f o r  

c i t i e s .  S in c e  t h e  o n ly  c i t y  named was th e  c o r r e c t  answer, 

perhaps  t h a t  e x p la in s  why some s t u d e n t s  had l i t t l e  

d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  q u e s t i o n  f o u r .  The s tu d e n ts ,  w ere in fo rm ed  

i n  the p a p e r  t h a t  B e r l i n  was in  t h e  hands  o f  th e  S o v ie t s .

The c i t y  was to  be d iv id e d  in to  s e c t o r s  under  t h e  j u r i s d i c ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  B r i t a i n  and l a t e r  F ra n c e  a long  

w i th  th e  S o v ie t  Union. The s t u d e n t s ,  i n  q u e s t io n  f i v e ,  were
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t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  c o u n try  t h a t  had  a u t h o r i t y  over  Potsdam .

T h is  p osed  no d i f f i c u l t y  to  t h e  s tu d e n t s  a s  89°L s a i d  th e  

S o v i e t  Union. The q u a r t e r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Truman w ere  n i c k ­

named by th e  Am erican d e l e g a t i o n ,  and i n  q u e s t io n  s i x  th e  

s t u d e n t s  were a sk ed  to  name t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  q u a r t e r s .  The 

L i t t l e  White House was c o r r e c t l y  chosen  by 8 6 % o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s .  The f i n a l  p r e - c o n f e r e n c e  q u e s t i o n ,  number seven , 

a s k e d  th e  s tu d e n t s  why th e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  was 

d e l a y e d  and 95% c o r r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was d e la y e d  

b e c a u s e  Joseph  S t a l i n ,  th e  R u s s ia n  P r e m ie r ,  had s u f f e r e d  a 

h e a r t  a t t a c k .

The n e x t  s e t  o f  q u e s t i o n s ,  e i g h t  th ro u g h  s e v e n te e n ,  

d e a l t  w i th  e v e n ts  a t  th e  Potsdam  C o n fe re n c e .  The s tu d e n t s  

w e re  asked  in  q u e s t i o n  e i g h t  why P r e s i d e n t  Truman was made 

c h a i rm a n  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  and o v e r  90% c o r r e c t l y  s a i d  he 

was t h e  on ly  C h ie f  o f  S t a t e  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  Q u e s t io n  

n i n e  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  m edia c o v e ra g e  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  The 

s t u d e n t s  seemed t o  have d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  

b e c a u s e  on ly  69% c o r r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e d  th e  m ed ia  was g iv en  

l i t t l e  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t io n  d u r in g  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  At th e  

t h i r d  p le n a r y  m e e t in g  P r e s i d e n t  Truman gave  a sp e e c h  to  

C h u r c h i l l  and S t a l i n .  I n  q u e s t i o n  t e n  80% o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  

c o r r e c t l y  l a b e l e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  t a l k  t h e  " p o l i c e  c o u r t  

s p e e c h . "  P rem ie r  S t a l i n  was in fo rm e d  o f  t h e  a tom ic  bomb, 

and  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ere a sk ed  i n  q u e s t io n  e le v e n  to  choose  th e  

R u s s i a n ' s  r e s p o n s e .  This  q u e s t i o n  p osed  some d i f f i c u l t y  to
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to  th e  s tu d e n t s  f o r  o n l y  53% c o r r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S t a l i n  

s a id  h e  was " g la d  t o  h e a r  i t  and  hoped t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

would make good u s e  o f  i t  a g a i n s t  th e  J a p a n e s e . "  B r i t i s h  

Prime M i n i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  l e f t  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  and q u e s t i o n  

tw e lv e  i n q u i r e d  why t h e  Prime M in i s t e r  l e f t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  

This q u e s t i o n  p o sed  n o  problem  f o r  over 90%, s a i d  C h u r c h i l l  

was r e t u r n i n g  to  E n g la n d  b ecau se  he was up f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .

On J u ly  26, 1945, th e  Potsdam  P r o c la m a t io n  was 

i s s u e d  and  i n  q u e s t i o n  t h i r t e e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w ere a sk e d  t o  

i n d i c a t e  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  the  p ro c la m a t io n .  Over 867» o f  t h e  

s tu d e n t s  c o r r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r o c la m a t io n  was i s s u e d  to  

ask  th e  J a p a n e se  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  Q u e s t io n  f o u r t e e n  d id  p o s e  a 

s e r i o u s  p rob lem  to  t h e  s tu d e n t s .  The q u e s t i o n  re a d ,  "W hich 

c o u n t ry  d id  n o t  s i g n  t h e  Potsdam P ro c la m a t io n ? "  Only 30% 

s a id  R u s s i a .  A m a j o r i t y ,  over 60%, i n c o r r e c t l y  s a id  C h in a .  

This i s  c u r io u s  f o r  t h e r e  was a  good d e a l  o f  m a t e r i a l  

in fo rm in g  th e  s t u d e n t s  o f  th e  e f f o r t s  to  o b t a i n  th e  

s i g n a t u r e  o f  Chiang K a i- sh e k .  American A m bassador to  C h in a  

P a t r i c k  H u r l e y 's  d ip lo m a t i c  c a b le s  were i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  

p a p e r .  However, p e r h a p s  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ere  co n v in ced  t h a t  

th e  S o v ie t  Union p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  

c o n f e r e n c e ,  th u s  t h e y  d id  n o t  p e r c e iv e  t h e  l a c k  o f  S o v i e t  

in v o lv e m e n t  w i th  t h e  Jap an ese  q u e s t i o n .

T here  were a  number o f  i s s u e s  u n r e s o lv e d  on J u l y  31, 

1945. U n i te d  S t a t e s  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S ta t e  Jam es F. Byrnes 

p r e s e n t e d  a  "package  d e a l"  to  t h e  S o v ie t s .  The s t u d e n t s ,
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i n  q u e s t i o n  f i f t e e n ,  were a sk e d  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  t h r e e  i s s u e s  

c o n ta in e d  in  t h i s  p r o p o s a l . A p p a re n t ly  t h e y  had some 

d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  o n ly  61% c o r r e c t l y  s a id  t h e  "package  d e a l"  

c o v e re d  th e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  P o lan d ,  a d m is s io n  o f  I t a l y  

a lo n g  w i t h  o th e r  s t a t e s  t o  t h e  U n ite d  N a t i o n s , and r e p a r a ­

t i o n s  t o  Germany.

At th e  f i n a l  p l e n a r y  m e e t in g ,  A u g u s t  1, 1945, 

P r e s i d e n t  Truman e x p re s se d  th e  d e s i r e  t h e y  w ould m eet a g a in .  

The s t u d e n t s ,  i n  q u e s t io n  s i x t e e n ,  w ere a s k e d  f o r  S t a l i n ' s  

r e s p o n s e  to  P r e s i d e n t  T rum an 's  rem ark . The s tu d e n t s  had 

some d i f f i c u l t y  b ecau se  o n ly  a p p ro x im a te ly  58%, c o r r e c t l y  

i n d i c a t e d  S t a l i n  r e p l i e d ,  "God w i l l i n g . "  The Heads o f  

Government i s s u e d  a  document a f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ;  i n  

q u e s t i o n  s e v e n te e n  th e  s t u d e n t s  were a s k e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  

docum ent. Again th e y  had d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  f o r  

o n ly  50%, c o r r e c t l y  s a id  t h e  Heads o f  Governm ent r e l e a s e d  a 

Communique.

The rem a in in g  t h r e e  q u e s t io n s  on t h e  m u l t i p l e -  

c h o ic e  t e s t  d e a l t  w ith  e v e n t s  a f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  Q u e s t io n  

e i g h t e e n  s a id  on August 6, 1945, th e  A m erican s  d ropped  an 

a to m ic  bomb on a  Jap an ese  c i t y .  The s t u d e n t s  had no 

d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  t h i s  b e c a u se  o v e r  90% i n d i c a t e d  H irosh im a 

was t h e  c i t y  bombed by th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . The s tu d e n t s  w ere 

ffiked i n  q u e s t io n  n in e te e n  t o  choose  th e  r e a c t i o n  o f  th e  

R u s s ia n s  a f t e r  t h e  atom ic bomb wap d ro p p ed  on Ja p a n .  T h is  

q u e s t i o n  posed  some d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  o n ly  61% s a id  t h e
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R u s s ia n s  d e c l a r e d  war on Ja p a n .  The f i n a l  q u e s t i o n  a sk ed  

th e  s t u d e n t s  to  name th e  second  J a p a n e se  c i t y  to  be bombed 

by t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . The s tu d e n t s  h ad  no d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n  f o r  o v e r  90% s a id  N a g a sa k i .  (See T a b le  6)

TABLE 6

MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST RESPONSES AND PERCENTAGES 
OF THE THREE CATEGORIES: PRE-CONFERENCE,

CONFERENCE, AND POST-CONFERENCE

C a te g o r y : Pre--C onference
A B C D

Q u e s t io n R % R % R % R %

1 61* 94 .0 0 0 .0 3 5 .0 1 1 .0

2 0 0 .0 6 9.2 7 1 0 .8 52* 80 .0

3 27 41 .5 32* 49 .0 5 8 .0 1 1 .5

4 2 3 .1 1 1.5 59* 9 0 .8 3 4 .6

5 1 1 .5 1 1.5 5 8 .0 58* 8 9 .0

6 4 6 .2 56* 86.1 4 6 .2 1 1 .5

7 1 1 .5 62* 95 .4 Q 0 .0 2 3 .1

C a te g o r y : C o n fe ren ce

8 61* 93 .8 2 3 .1 2 3 .1 0 0 .0

9 4 6 .2 12 18.4 4 6 .2 45* 69 .2

10 58* 89 .2 4 6 .2 1 1 .5 2 3 .1

11 4 6 .2 35* 53.8 15 2 3 .1 11 16 .9

12 1 1 .5 3 5.0 60* 9 2 .0 1 1 .5

13 56* 8 6 .2 1 1.5 0 0 .0 8 12 .3

14 42 64 .6 1 1.5 20* 3 0 .8 2 3 .1
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TABLE 6--Continued

Category: C o n fe ren ce (C on tinued )
A B C D

Q uestion R 7o R °A R % R %

15 11 16 .9 40* 6 1 .5 10 15 .4 4 6 .2

16 38* 5 8 .5 2 3 .1 16 24 .6 4 13 .8

17 21 3 2 .3 5 7 .7 33* 50 .8 6 9 .2

Category: P o s t-C o n fe re n c e

18 3 5 .0 1 1 .0 0 0 .0 61* 9 4 .0

19 0 0 .0 40* 6 1 .5 15 23 .1 10 1 5 .4

20 1 1 .5 1 1 .5 63* 97 .0 0 0 .0

T ab le  7 d e a l s  w ith  t h e  c o r r e c t  r e s p o n s e ,  p e r c e n t a g e ,  

and th e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  p r e - c o n f e r e n c e ,  c o n fe re n c e ,  and

p o s t - c o n fe re n c e .

TABLE 7

MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST CORRECT RESPONSE AND 
PERCENTAGE PRE-CONFERENCE, CONFERENCE,

AND POST-CONFERENCE

Category: P re -C o n fe re n c e
Question Number o f  R esponses P e rc e n ta g e

1 61 9 4 .0

2 52 80 .0

3 32 4 9 .0

4 59 9 0 .8

' 5 58 89 .0
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TABLE 7— Continued

C a te g o ry : P re -C o n fe re n c e  (C on tinued)
Q u e s t io n Number o f  Responses P e r c e n ta g e

6 56 8 6 .1

7 62 9 5 .4

T o ta l 380 83 .5

C a te g o ry : C o n fe ren ce

8 61 9 3 .8

9 45 6 9 .2

10 58 8 9 .2

11 35 5 3 .8

12 60 9 2 .0

13 56 8 6 .2

14 20 3 0 .8

15 40 6 1 .5

16 38 5 8 .5

17 33 5 0 .8

T o t a l  446 6 8 .6

C a te g o ry : P o s t - C o n f e r e n c e
18 61 9 4 .0

19 40 6 1 .5

20 _63 9 7 .0

«/. iTotal 164 84.1
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T able  8 is. a  breakdown o f  th e  t e s t  r e s u l t s  form  the  

m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t .  The t a b l e  i n c lu d e s  th e  mean, s ta n d a rd  

d e v ia t i o n ,  and p e r c e n ta g e .  The t a b l e  h a s  a  breakdown by 

c l a s s  and sex .

TABLE 8

MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST RESULTS BY
CLASS AND SEX

Number o f S ta n d a rd
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n S tu d e n ts Mean D e v ia t io n P e rc e n ta g e
C lass
Freshman 2 16.000 1.000 86.666

Sophomore 19 15.421 2.232 77.105

J u n io r 18 15.056 1.772 83.520

S e n io r 25 14.960 2 .615 74.800

S p e c ia l 1 18.000 0.000 93.333

Sex
Male 26 15.600 1.720 78.000

Female 39 14.897 2 .544 74.485

C la ss  and Sex
C la s s :  Freshman
Sex
Male 1 15.000 0.000 83.333

Female 1 17.000 0.000 90.000

C la s s :  Sophomore
Sex

Male 6 15.500 1.258 77.500

Female 13 14.385 2 .554 71.925
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TABLE 8— Continued

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n
Number o f  
S tu d e n ts Mean

S ta n d a rd
D e v ia t io n P e r c e n ta g e

C l a s s : J u n io r
Sex
Male 6 15 .500 1 .118 77 .500

Female 12 14 .833 1 .9 9 7 82 .776

C la s s : S e n io r
Sex
Male 12 14 .667 2 .0 9 1 73 .335

Female 13 14 .308 2 .8 6 3 71 .540

C l a s s : S p e c ia l
Sex
Male 1 18 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 9 3 .3 3 3

Female 0 0 .0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 00 .0 0 0

T ab le  9, t h e  f i n a l t a b l e  on th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o ic e

t e s t ,  shows th e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  g iv in g  a p a r t i c u l a r  

number o f  c o r r e c t  r e sp o n s e s  on  t h e  t e s t .

TABLE 9

CORRECT RESPONSES TO THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO MADE CORRECT 

RESPONSES AND PERCENTAGE 
_______ (H ig h e s t  P o s s ib l e  S co re :  20 C o r r e c t

P e rc e n ta g e
C o r r e c t  R esponses  Number o f  S tu d e n ts  (o u t  o f  65 S tu d e n t s )

20

19
1

4
1.5
6 . 2
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TABLE 9--Continued

C o r r e c t  Responses Number o f  S tu d e n ts
P e rc e n ta g e  

( o u t  o f  65 S tu d e n ts )

18 . 6 9 .2

17 8 12.3

16 7 10 .8

15 17 26 .2

14 9 13.9

13 7 10.8

12 2 3 .1

11 1 1 .5

10 2 3 .1

9 1. 1 .5

1-8 0 0 .0

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h i s  t e s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t s  

r e a d  t h e  t e s t i n g  document f a i r l y  a s s i d u o u s ly .  A c o r r e c t  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  76.365 f o r  t h e  t o t a l  s t u d e n t  p o p u la t i o n  seems 

r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t .  In  f a c t ,  i f  a 

t e a c h e r  u s e d  the  common g r a d in g  s c a l e  o f  9 0 ' s f o r  A 's ,  8 0 ' s 

f o r  B ' s ,  and so f o r t h ,  t h e r e  w ere  11 A 's ,  15 B 's ,  26 C 's ,

9 D 's ,  and 4 F 's  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  t e s t .

The p e r c e n ta g e  o f  c o r r e c t  f o r  th e  t h r e e  s u b - s e c t i o n s  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t  r e a d  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  on th e  p r e ­

c o n fe re n c e  (83.5%) and  p o s t - c o n f e r e n c e  (84.1%) more
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c a r e f u l l y  th a n  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  i t s e l f  (66 .8% ). However, o n ly  

two q u e s t io n s  h a d  a  su c c e s s  r a t e  low er th a n  50%. Q u e s t io n  

f o u r t e e n  a sk e d  w h a t  co u n try  d id  n o t  s ig n  th e  Potsdam 

P r o c la m a t io n  and h a d  a  s u c c e ss  r a t e  o f  30.8%. The c o r r e c t  

an sw er ,  R u s s ia ,  was i n d i c a t e d  many t im e s  i n  th e  p r im a ry  

docum ents . But t h e  s tu d e n t s  were so accu s to m ed  to  R u s s ia  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  m ost o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  e v e n ts  t h a t  th e y  

n o r m a l ly  (64.6%) ch o se  China. The o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  answ ered  

p o o r ly  was t h r e e ,  w hich  asked  what two A m erican  d ip lo m a ts  

w en t to  London an d  Moscow to  p r e p a re  f o r  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .

The c o r r e c t  an sw er ,  Hopkins and D av ies , h a d  a  s u c c e s s  r a t e  

o f  49.0%.

One r e s u l t  w hich i s  s u r p r i s i n g  b u t  i n d i c a t e d  th e  

u n i v e r s a l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  document, and by i m p l i c a t i o n  

o f  s i m i l a r  docum ents , to  c o l l e g e  c la s s ro o m s  i s  t h e  s m a l l  

p e r c e n t a g e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een c l a s s e s  and  s e x e s  on th e  

m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  t e s t .  One m ig h t  e x p e c t  

s e n i o r s  t o  do b e s t  and freshm en much more p o o r ly ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  a summer c l a s s ;  b u t  t h i s  was n o t  so .  I n  f a c t ,  s e n i o r s  

f i n i s h e d  lo w e s t ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  c l a s s e s  

o r  s e x e s  t h a t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  10% l e v e l  on th e  Chi 

S quare  T e s t .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  p e rfo rm ed  a d e q u a te ly  on 

t h i s  b u t  n o t  as w e l l  as  on th e  e s s a y s .  Thus, i t  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  r a t h e r  a c c u r a t e l y  th o se  who r e a d  th e  whole 

document from  t h o s e  who m ere ly  re a d  to  w r i t e  th e  e s s a y .
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I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  T e s t

A t th e  same tim e o f  th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t ,  the  

s tu d e n t s  w ere g iv e n  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  i n  w hich th e y  

were to  b r i e f l y  answ er f o u r  o u t  o f  s ev en  i t e m s . Each 

q u e s t io n  was w o r th  1 .25  p o i n t s .  The a u th o r  r e a d  th e  

s t u d e n t s '  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  answ ers  and  a s s ig n e d  a g rad e  o f  

e i t h e r  1 . 2 5 ,  1 .0 0 ,  0 .7 5 ,  0 .5 0 ,  0 .2 5 ,  o r  0 .0 0  p o i n t s .  Thus, 

a  s t u d e n t ' s  g rade  co u ld  ra n g e  from  0 to  1 .25  p e r  i d e n t i f i c a ­

t i o n  a n sw e r .  For exam ple, many s t u d e n t s  i n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

q u e s t io n  on e , "FAT MAN," f a i l e d  to  m en tio n  t h e  a tom ic  bomb 

was d ro p p ed  on N a g a sa k i .  By n o t  m e n t io n in g  N agasak i th e  

a u th o r  t o o k  o f f  .25  p o i n t s .  Thus, t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  assum ing 

th ey  an sw ered  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  c o r r e c t l y ,  r e c e i v e d  1 .00 

p o in t  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n  o n e .  The m a t e r i a l  f o r  

th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n s  came from  pages  tw en ty - tw o  

th rough  t w e n t y - t h r e e .  T h is  m a t e r i a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  code 

symbols fo u n d  in  t h e  v a r io u s  docum ents . The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  

t e s t  was t o  make s u r e  t h e  s tu d e n t  p a i d  some a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  

code sym bols  in  t h e  document i n  o r d e r  t o  p e r c e i v e  more o f  

th e  f l a v o r  o f  a d ip lo m a t i c  c o n f e r e n c e .

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  w i th  th e  c o r r e c t  answ er as 

i t  a p p e a re d  in  th e  Potsdam P a p e r s , f o l lo w s  a lo n g  w i th  th e  

number o f  s t u d e n t s  who re sp o n d e d  to  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  

c o r r e c t l y  o r  i n c o r r e c t l y .  (See T a b le  10)
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TABLE 10

IDENTIFICATION TEST

IDENTIFICATION (5 p o i n t s ) .  Do 4 o u t  o f  7.

B r i e f l y  d e f in e  t h e  fo l lo w in g  code names a s  n o te d  i n  t h i s  
p a p e r .

1. FAT MAN 61 o u t  o f  65 s tu d e n t s  re sp o n d ed  f o r  a
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  9 3 .8 .

[An a tom ic  bomb o f  th e  im p lo s io n  ty p e  ( th e  t y p e  d ro p p ed  
on N ag asak i;  p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t e d  as an  e x p e r im e n ta l  
d e v ic e  in  New Mexico on J u l y  16, 1945)]

2. NKVD 41 o u t  o f  65 s tu d e n t s  re sp o n d e d  f o r  a
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  6 3 .1 .

[ P e o p le 's  C o m m issa r ia t  f o r  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  ( S o v ie t  
U n io n ) ]

3. SA 25 o u t  o f  65 s tu d e n t s  re sp o n d ed  f o r  a
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  3 8 .5 .

[ N a t io n a l  S o c i l a i s t  Storm Troops (Germany)]

4 .  SHAEF 33 o u t  o f  65 s tu d e n t s  re sp o n d ed  f o r  a
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  5 0 .8 .

[Supreme H e a d q u a r te r s ,  A l l i e d  E x p e d i t io n a ry  F o rc e ]

5 . SS 28 o u t  o f  65 s tu d e n t s  re sp o n d e d  f o r  a
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  4 1 .1 .

[ N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  E l i t e  Guard (Germany)]

6. TERMINAL 27 o u t  o f  65 s tu d e n t s  re sp o n d ed  f o r  a
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  4 1 .5 .

[Code name f o r  t h e  B e r l in  C o n fe ren ce ,  J u ly  1 6 -A u g u s t  2 ,  
1945]
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TABLE 10— Continued

7. S - l  30 o u t  o f  65 s t u d e n t s  r e sp o n d e d  f o r  a
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  4 6 .2 .

[Code name f o r  th e  a to m ic  bomb]

F iv e  s tu d e n t s  answ ered  l e s s  than  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number 

o f  i te m s .  This  r e p r e s e n t s  7 .7 % o f  th o se  who took  t h e  t e s t .  

T a b le  11 summarizes th e  number o f  r e s p o n s e s  and  p e r c e n ta g e s .

TABLE 11

IDENTIFICATION TEST: NUMBER OF THOSE WHO
RESPONDED AND THE PERCENTAGE*

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ______________ Responded P e r c e n ta g e

1. FAT MAN 61 9 3 .8

2. NKVD 41 6 3 .1

3. SA 25 3 8 .5

4. SHAEF 33 5 0 .8

5. SS 28 4 3 .1

6. TERMINAL 27 4 1 .5

7. S - l 30 4 6 .2

** 5 7 .7

*based  on 65 s t u d e n t s .
* * th o se  who answ ered  l e s s  th a n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number o f  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  q u e s t i o n  which was fo u r .
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T a b le  12 g iv e s  th e  r e s u l t s  from  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

t e s t .  P o s s i b l e  s c o r e s  ra n g e d  from a h ig h  o f  f i v e  p o i n t s  to  

a  low o f  z e ro  p o i n t s .  The p e rc e n ta g e  i s  b a s e d  on s i x t y - f i v e  

s t u d e n t s .

TABLE 12

IDENTIFICATION TEST RESULTS, SCORES, NUMBER 
OF STUDENTS, AND PERCENTAGE 
(H ig h e s t  S c o re :  5 P o i n t s )

S co re Number o f  S tu d e n ts P e r c e n ta g e

5 .0 0 5 7 .7

4 .7 5 12 1 8 .5

4 . 50 3 4 .6

4 .2 5 0 0 .0

4 .0 0 8 1 2 .3

3 .7 5 4 6 .2

3 .5 0 6 9 .2

3 .2 5 1 1 .5

3 .0 0 2 3 .1

2 .7 5 4 6 .2

2 .5 0 2 3 .1

2 .2 5 9 1 3 .9

2 .0 0 0 0 .0  •

1 .7 5 1 1 .5

1 .5 0 Q 0 .0

1 .2 5 1 1 .5
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TABLE 1 2 -- -Continued

Score Number o f S tu d e n ts P e rc e n ta g e *

1.00 1 1 .5

.75 1 1 .5

.50 1 1 .5

.25 1 1 .5

oo

3 4 .6

* b ased  on 65 s t u d e n t s .

The mean s c o re  on t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f th e  t e s t  was

3 .3  o r  667.. The s ta n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  was 1 .4 1 3 , i n d i c a t i n g  a

r a t h e r  w ide  v a r i a t i o n  i n  s c o r e s  a s  i s  s e e n  i n  th e  p r e c e d in g  

t a b l e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  te n d e d  to  do e i t h e r  v e ry  w e l l  

o r  r a t h e r  p o o r ly .  A gain , i f  t h e  t e a c h e r  u s e d  a  s ta n d a r d  90 

f o r  A, 80 f o r  B, and so f o r t h  breakdown, t h e r e  were 20 A 's ,  

8 B 's ,  IQ C 's ,  3 D's., and 24 F ' s .

In  summary, th e  s t u d e n t s  e i t h e r  r e a d  and l e a r n e d  

th e s e  c o d in g  symbols o r  t h e y  d id  n o t .  On th e  a v e ra g e  th e y  

d id  much more p o o r ly  th a n  on  th e  e s sa y  and  somewhat more 

p o o r ly  (76.365%-66.0%) th a n  on th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t .  

This was t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t .  However, 

th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  s e c t i o n  c o u n te d  o n ly  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

t o t a l  g r a d e  and th u s  d id  n o t  s e v e r e ly  harm  th e  f i n a l  g ra d e  

o f  any o f  th e  s tu d e n t s .
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Q u e s t io n n a i r e

As a  f i n a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  were 

a s k e d  to  f i l l  o u t  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  b a s e d  on th e  m a t e r i a l  th ey  

h a d  r e a d .  I n  o r d e r  to  t a b u l a t e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  t h e  q u e s t io n s  

fo l lo w e d  t h e  number o r d e r  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t .

Thus, q u e s t i o n n a i r e  q u e s t i o n  was num bered tw e n ty -o n e .  The 

s tu d e n t s  w ere  a sk ed  i n  q u e s t io n  tw e n ty -o n e  i f  t h e  documents 

i n  th e  m ain  t e x t  d id  h in d e r  t h e i r  r e a d in g  o r  d id  n o t  h in d e r  

t h e i r  r e a d i n g .  The m a j o r i t y ,  o v e r  75%, i n d i c a t e d  h a v in g  th e  

documents d id  n o t  h in d e r  t h e i r  r e a d in g  ( s e e  T a b le  1 3 ) .  This  

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  were n o t  b o th e r e d  by 

h a v in g  p r im a ry  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  m ain body o f  th e  t e x t  

and  were a b l e  to  r e a d  and a d e q u a te ly  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  

n a r r a t i v e  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e .

The a u th o r  l e f t  i n  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b le s  v a r io u s  

code names su ch  as  "TOP SECRET," o r  "MOST SECRET." In  

q u e s t i o n  tw en ty - tw o  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ere  g iv e n  t h r e e  re sp o n s e s  

from  w hich to  choose . Over 50% i n d i c a t e d  th e  t e r m s ,  "TOP 

SECRET," o r  o t h e r s  made no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  r e a d in g .

Over 40% i n d i c a t e d  h a v in g  th e s e  te rm s  h e ig h te n e d  t h e i r  

r e a d in g  o f  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b l e s ,  and 1% s a id  t h e  te rm s 

h in d e r e d  t h e i r  r e a d in g  o f  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  c a b le s .

Q u e s t io n  tw e n ty - th r e e  a s k e d  th e  s tu d e n t s  i f  th e  

docum ents w ere  n o t  i n  th e  main t e x t  and were i n  t h e  append ix  

w ould th e y  have  ta k e n  th e  tim e to  t u r n  to  th e  a p p e n d ix  and



229

TABLE 13 

QUESTIONNAIRE

21. D id h a v in g  the documents i n  t h e  main t e x t  h i n d e r  your 
r e a d in g ?

A. h in d e re d  my r e a d in g  13 20.0%

B. d id  n o t  h in d e r  my r e a d in g  50 76.9%

Two s tu d e n t s  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  3.1% 
o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  who answ ered  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

22. D id th e  term s, "MOST SECRET," "TOP SECRET," among 
o t h e r s :

, A. h e ig h te n  your r e a d in g  o f
th e  document 28 43.1%

B. made no d i f f e r e n c e  34 52.3%

C. h i n d e r  your r e a d in g  o f
t h e  c a b le s  1 1.5%

Two s tu d e n t s  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  3.1% 
o f  t h e  s tu d e n ts  who answ ered  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

23. I f  t h e  documents w ere  n o t  i n  th e  main t e x t  and  were in  
t h e  ap p en d ix ,  would you have s to p p e d  r e a d in g  and tu rn e d  
t o  t h e  appendix to  r e a d  t h e  document?

A. Yes 8 12.3%

B. No 55 84.6%

Two s tu d e n t s  d id  n o t  r e sp o n d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o r  3.1% 
o f  t h e  s tu d e n ts  who answ ered  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

24. Would you have gone to  th e  Potsdam  P a p e r s ,  l o c a t e d  in  
t h e  l i b r a r y ,  and lo o k e d  up th e  t e x t  o f  th e  documents 

(i m e n t io n e d  in  th e  p ap e r?

A. Yes 1 1.5%

B. No 62 95.4%
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Two s t u d e n t s  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  3.1% 
o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  who answ ered  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

25. Based on w h a t you have r e a d  on th e  a tom ic  bomb w ould  
you

A. h av e  d ro p p ed  t h e  bomb 40 61.5%

B. h av e  n o t  d rop p ed  th e  bomb 23 35.4%

Two s t u d e n t s  d id  n o t  r e sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  3.1% 
o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  who answ ered  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

26. Some b e l i e v e  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  s h o u ld  have a r r a n g e d  f o r  
a n o th e r  t e s t  o f  t h e  bomb on a d e s e r t e d  i s l a n d  an d  
i n v i t e d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  to  w i tn e s s  t h e  t e s t .  These  
i n d i v i d u a l s  b e l i e v e d  th e  Jap a n e se  m ig h t  have 
s u r r e n d e r e d .  Do you?

A. b e l i e v e  th e  J a p a n e se  would 
have  s u r r e n d e r e d  a f t e r
s e e i n g  th e  t e s t  24 36.9%

B. b e l i e v e  th e  t e s t  w ould  have 
had  n o  im p a c t  on th e
J a p a n e s e  39 60.0%

Two s t u d e n t s  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  3.1% 
o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  who answ ered  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

27. Do you b e l i e v e  P r e s i d e n t  Truman made th e  c o r r e c t  
d e c i s io n  i n  d ro p p in g  th e  bomb?

A. made t h e  c o r r e c t  d e c i s io n  53 81.5%

B. made t h e  wrong d e c i s i o n  IQ 15.4%

Two s t u d e n t s  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  3.1% 
o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  who answ ered  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

t
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28. Are you a h i s t o r y  m ajor?

A. Yes 2 3.1%

B. No 61 93.8%

Two s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  or 3 .1%  
o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  who answ ered th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

29. Are you a h i s t o r y  m inor?

A. Yes 4 6.2%

B. No 59 90.7%

Two s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  to  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  or 3.1% 
o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  who answ ered t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

3Q. Are you n e i t h e r  a  h i s t o r y  m ajo r  o r  m inor?

A. Yes 54 83.1%

E lev en  s tu d e n t s  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o r  
16.9%. o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  who an sw ered  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

r e a d  th e  document. The m a j o r i t y  who re sp o n d e d ,  84%, s a id  

t h e y  would n o t  have tu r n e d  to  th e  a p p e n d ix  and have read  t h e  

docum ent. This s u p p o r t s  th e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a u th o r  t h a t ,  

g iv e n  a c h o ic e ,  s t u d e n t s  w ould  r a t h e r  h av e  t h e  prim ary  

s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  main t e x t  and n o t  in  t h e  back as i s  

found  i n  many s c h o l a r l y  w o rk s . Only 12% i n d i c a t e d  they 

w ould  have tu rn e d  t o  t h e  ap p en d ix  and h av e  r e a d  th e  

d ocum en ts .

A



232

In  q u e s t i o n  tw e n ty - f o u r ,  t h e  s tu d e n t s  w ere  a sk ed  i f  

th e y  would have gone to  t h e  l i b r a r y  and looked  up th e s e  

documents and r e a d  t h e i r  c o n t e n t s .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

th o s e  who re sp o n d e d  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  95%, i n d i c a t e d  th e y  

would n o t  have t a k e n  th e  t im e  to  go to  th e  l i b r a r y ,  lo o k  up 

th e s e  docum ents, and  r e a d  t h e i r  c o n t e n t s .  T h is  u p h o ld s  th e  

c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a u th o r  t h a t  s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r ­

c lassm en  who a r e  n o t  h i s t o r y  m a jo r s ,  would n o t  t a k e  th e  tim e 

to  s e e k  o u t  p r im a ry  so u rc e  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  l i b r a r y .  In  

g e n e r a l ,  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e q u i r e d  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  th e  

documents must be  p la c e d  i n  t h e  t e x t  m a t e r i a l  o r  th e y  w i l l  

n o t  u s e  them.

Q u e s t io n s  t w e n t y - f i v e  th ro u g h  tw e n ty -se v e n  d e a l t  

w i th  t h e  a tom ic  bomb and J a p a n .  The s tu d e n t s  w ere  a sk e d  i n  

q u e s t i o n  tw e n t y - f i v e  i f  th e y  would h av e  dropped t h e  a to m ic  

bomb b a s e d  on w hat th e y  h ave  r e a d  i n  th e  p a p e r .  Based on 

what th e y  r e a d ,  61.5% re sp o n d e d  th e y  would have d rop p ed  th e  

a to m ic  bomb; 35.4% s a i d  th e y  would n o t  have d ropped  th e  

a tom ic  bomb on J a p a n .

In  q u e s t i o n  t w e n t y - s i x ,  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ere  a sk e d  a

q u e s t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  some t h a t  th e  U n i te d

S t a t e s  sh o u ld  h av e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a n o th e r  t e s t  o f  t h e  bomb on

a d e s e r t e d  i s l a n d  and i n v i t e d  th e  J a p a n e se  to  w i tn e s s  th e
*

t e s t .  Then th e  J a p a n e s e  m ig h t  have s u r r e n d e r e d .  A v a s t  

m a j o r i t y ,  60%, i n d i c a t e d  th e y  b e l i e v e d  th e  t e s t  w ould  have 

had no im pact on t h e  J a p a n e s e ,  w h i le  36% b e l i e v e d  th e
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J a p a n e s e  would have  s u r r e n d e r e d  a f t e r  s e e in g  th e  t e s t  o f  the  

a to m ic  bomb.

The f i n a l  q u e s t io n  on t h e  a to m ic  bomb and Jap an  

i n q u i r e d  i f  P r e s i d e n t  made th e  c o r r e c t  d e c i s i o n  to  have  th e  

a tom ic  bomb dropped  on J a p a n .  Over 8Q%> re sp o n d e d  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  H arry  S. Truman made t h e  c o r r e c t  d e c i s io n  to  have 

th e  a to m ic  bomb dropped on J a p a n ,  w h i le  15% i n d i c a t e d  th e  

P r e s i d e n t  made th e  wrong d e c i s io n  to  d ro p  th e  a to m ic  bomb on 

J a p a n .

Q u e s t io n s  tw e n ty - e ig h t  th ro u g h  t h i r t y  i n q u i r e d  a s  to  

th e  m a jo r  and m in o r  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  R e s u l t s  

i n d i c a t e d  th e  f o l lo w in g :  t h e r e  were two h i s t o r y  m a jo r s ,

fo u r  h i s t o r y  m in o rs ,  and f i f t y - f o u r  who s a i d  th e y  w ere 

n e i t h e r .  A c tu a l ly  th e  r e s p o n s e s  to  q u e s t i o n s  t w e n ty - e ig h t  

and tw e n ty -n in e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  p ro b a b ly  f i f t y - n i n e  

who w ere  n e i t h e r .  The sam p lin g  was to o  sm a ll  f o r  any 

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  b e  made b e tw e e n  h i s t o r y  m a jo rs ,  

h i s t o r y  m in o rs ,  and n o n - h i s t o r y  m a jo rs .

I n  summary, th e  answ ers  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

i n d i c a t e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  im p o r ta n t  m a t t e r s .  F i r s t ,  q u e s t io n s  

tw e n ty -o n e  th ro u g h  tw e n ty - th r e e  show t h a t  th e s e  s tu d e n t s  

much p r e f e r  p r im a ry  documents l o c a t e d  i n  th e  t e x t  o f  th e  

o u t s i d e  r e a d in g  books i f  th e y  a r e  to  u s e  them a t  a l l .  

A lth o u g h  some w ould  t u r n  to  an a p p e n d ix ,  few a t  a l l  w ould go 

to  t h e  l i b r a r y .
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Second, q u e s t io n s  tw e n ty - fo u r  th ro u g h  tw e n ty - se v e n  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  r e a d  such m a t e r i a l s  and form  an 

o p in io n  on a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  q u e s t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  own 

l i v e s .  Not o n ly  were t h e y  a b le  to  re sp o n d  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  

b u t  t h e i r  an sw ers  i n d i c a t e  a p o s s i b l e  s h i f t  o f  o p in io n  

tow ards  th e  Am erican v iew  i n d i c a t i n g  some th o u g h t .

F i n a l l y ,  q u e s t i o n s  t w e n ty - e ig h t  th ro u g h  t h i r t y  h e lp  

v a l i d a t e  th e  o t h e r  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .  Only s i x  a t  most 

( fo u r  a t  l e a s t )  o f  th e  s i x t y - f i v e  s tu d e n t s  w ere e i t h e r  

h i s t o r y  m a jo rs  o r  m in o rs .  More th a n  90% o f  t h e s e  s tu d e n t s  

were t a k in g  o n ly  a  r e q u i r e d  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  c o u r s e .  Thus, 

t h e i r  answ ers  a r e  n o t  skewed to w a rd  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a n y th in g  

h i s t o r i c a l .  I t  i s  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  a u th o r  t h a t  th e  tim e 

o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n s t r u m e n t  a l s o  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  

t h i s .  The t h r e e  c o u rse s  w ere t a u g h t  by o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r s  

d u r in g  a  f iv e -w e e k  term  i n  th e  summer. U s u a l ly  d u r in g  such  

a te rm  s tu d e n t s  a r e  n o t  t a k i n g  c o u rs e s  t h a t  a r e  t h e i r  

f a v o r i t e s .  They le a v e  t h o s e  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  y e a r .



CHAPTER XIII

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

The id ea  to  p l a c e  prim ary  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  t e x t  o f  

th e  n a r r a t i v e  came to  t h e  a u th o r  when he was d o in g  r e s e a r c h  

f o r  h i s  M a s t e r 's  t h e s i s  on th e  Potsdam C o n fe re n c e .  I t  

o c c u r re d  t o  the  a u t h o r  t h a t  the d ip lo m a t ic  t e l e g r a m s ,  c a b l e s ,  

and p r o p o s a l s  m e r i t e d  a  b e t t e r  t r e a tm e n t  r a t h e r  th a n  a  mere 

s y n o p s i s .  This  i d e a  was r e in f o r c e d  i n  th e  Van N o s tra n d  

A nv il  p a p e rb a c k  b o o k s .  The e d i to r s  o f  th e s e  books p l a c e  

th e  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  back o f  t h e  books and i n  th e  

n a r r a t i v e  u se  the  p h r a s e ,  "See Document No. 1, 2, e t c . "  t o  

r e f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  p r im ary  so u rce  m a te r ia l .^ "  T h is  

makes r e a d i n g  a t im e-co n su m in g  p ro c e s s  by r e q u i r i n g  th e  

s tu d e n t  t o  s top  and t u r n  to  the  back o f  th e  book to  r e a d  

th e  p r im a ry  m a t e r i a l .

D uring  the  a u t h o r ' s  d o c to ra l  t e a c h in g  i n t e r n s h i p  th e  

s tu d e n t s  i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  202 s e c t io n  w ere  r e q u e s t e d  to  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a r e a d i n g  e x e r c i s e  in v o lv in g  two books on

^"Norman G ra e b n e r ,  Cold War Diplomacy 1945-1960 (New 
York: Van N ostrand  R e in h o ld ,  an A nv il  O r i g in a l  u n d er  t h e
g e n e r a l  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  L o u is  L. Snyder, 1962),  p .  14.
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Potsdam: H e rb e r t  F e i s ,  B etw een War and  Peace The Potsdam

C onference  and C h a r le s  Mee, M ee tin g  a t  P o tsdam . The 

s tu d e n t s  were to  r e a d  th e s e  books  and w r i t e  a  o n e -  to  

fo u r -p a g e  e s sa y  com paring t h e  two w o rk s .  The a u th o r  

i n q u i r e d  i f  th e  p r im a ry  docum ents  w ere  i n  th e  m ain t e x t  o f .  

t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i f  t h a t  would h a v e  h e lp e d  them i n  t h e i r  

r e a d in g .  The r e s u l t s  were m ix e d .  N e i t h e r  book im plem ents  

p r im a ry  so u rce  m a t e r i a l  in  t h e  main t e x t .  The s tu d e n t s  

i n d i c a t e d  in  t h e i r  e s sa y s  t h a t  th ey  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  Mee book 

o v e r  th e  F e is  work. They fo u n d  th e  l a t t e r  b o r in g  ( se e  

A ppendix B f o r  a sample s t u d e n t  e s s a y ) .

The a u th o r  was d e te rm in e d  to  p ro v e  h i s  th e o r y  t h a t

g iv e n  an o p t io n  t h e  s tu d e n t s  w ould  n o t  lo o k  i n  th e  back  o f

t h e  book to  re a d  th e  p r im a ry  so u rc e  m a t e r i a l .  Thus, th e

a u th o r  o p te d  f o r  t h e  D octor o f  A r ts  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The

a u th o r  th e n  c r e a t e d  a  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  Potsdam  C o n fe re n c e ,

from  th e  o r i g i n  to  c o n c lu s io n ,  w i th  p r im a r y  documents

in c lu d e d  in  th e  m ain  t e x t .  I n  t h i s  186 -p ag e  docum ent t h e r e

was c a r e f u l  av o id an ce  o f  t h e  p h r a s e ,  " s e e  A ppendix  f o r  main

t e x t  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l . "  The p r im a ry  s o u rc e  o f  t h e  document

was th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  D ep artm en t o f  S t a t e  F o re ig n  R e la t i o n s

o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  s e r i e s  volum es w h ich  . in c lu d e d  th e
2

Potsdam C o n fe ren ce .

o
U n ited  S t a t e s  D ep artm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  

R e la t io n s  o f  the  U n ite d  S t a t e s  D ip lo m a t ic  P ap e rs  The 
C onference  a t  M a lta  and Y a l t a  1945; U n i te d  S t a t e s  P e p a r tm e n t  
o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s :  European
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The a u th o r  th e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  an e s s a y  t e s t  g iv in g  th e  

s t u d e n t  an o p t i o n  to  w r i t e  one e s s a y  from f i v e  m a jo r  t o p i c s :  

th e  f a t e  o f  Germany; t h e  f a t e  o f  P o lan d ; J a p a n  and th e  

o r i g i n s  o f  th e  Potsdam P ro c la m a t io n ;  P r e s i d e n t  T rum an 's  

v iew s d u r in g  th e  c o n f e r e n c e ;  o r  a  co m p ariso n  and c o n t r a s t  o f  

th e  P r o to c o l  and  Communique. The s tu d e n t  was g iv e n  sub- 

p o i n t s  and page numbers i n  o r d e r  t o  g iv e  some g u id a n c e  in  

d e v e lo p in g  th e  e s s a y .  The a u th o r  d e s ig n e d  a  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  

and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  t o  see  i f  t h e  s t u d e n t  had  r e a d  th e  

m a t e r i a l  i n  g e n e r a l .  T h e re  was a l s o  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f o r  th e  

s t u d e n t s  to  f i l l  o u t  i n  c l a s s  to  d e te rm in e  a  number o f  

f a c t o r s  in c lu d in g  t h e i r  v iew  on h a v in g  p r im a ry  s o u rc e  

m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  main t e x t  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .

Each s tu d e n t  was g iv e n  a  p r i n t e d  copy o f  t h e  p a p e r .  

T h is  p a p e r  was f i e l d  t e s t e d  in  t h r e e  A m erican H i s to r y  

s u rv e y  c o u rse s  i n  th e  summer o f  1982 on t h e  campus o f  

M iddle  T ennessee  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The p r o f e s s o r s  v a r i e d  i n  

c r e d i t  f o r  d o in g  t h i s  e x e r c i s e .  They e i t h e r  gave a  

p e r c e n ta g e  tow ards  th e  f i n a l  g ra d e  o r  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  

e x e r c i s e  s a t i s f i e d  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  M iddle T e n n essee  S t a t e  

U n i v e r s i t y  H i s to r y  D e p a r tm e n t 's  e i g h t - h u n d r e d  page o u t s id e  

r e a d i n g  a s s ig n m e n t .

A d v iso ry  Commission, A u s t r i a ,  Germany, 1 9 4 5 , V ol. I l l ;
U n i te d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  S t a t e ,  F o re ig n  R e l a t i o n s  o f  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s :  Europe 1 9 4 5 , V ol. IV; U n i te d  S t a t e s
D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  F o r e ig n  R e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s : 
E urope 1945, V ol. V; U n i te d  S t a t e s  D epartm en t o f  S t a t e ,  
F o r e ig n  R e la t io n s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  The C o n fe ren ce  o f  
B e r l i n  (The Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce)  1945, V o ls i  I  and I I .
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From th e  r e s u l t s  t h i s  document i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a l l  

age g ro u p s  and a l l  grade l e v e l s .  The s t u d e n t s '  p e r fo rm an ce  

in  th e  e s s a y  p o r t i o n  was e x c e l l e n t .  I t  a p p e a rs  th e  sub- 

p o in t s  and page number were o f  trem endous a s s i s t a n c e  to  

th e  s tu d e n t s .  The s tu d e n t s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r e s u l t s  from  

th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  a n d  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  r e a d  

th e  p a p e r .  They i n d i c a t e d  i n  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t h a t  h a v in g  

th e  p r im a ry  docum ents in  t h e  main t e x t  d id  n o t  h in d e r  t h e i r  

r e a d in g  and , f u r t h e r ,  they  w ou ld  n o t  have  lo o k ed  i n  th e  back  

o r  in  app en d ix es  t o  read  th em  i f  th ey  w ere  l o c a t e d  t h e r e .

C o n c lu s io n s

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was to  p r e s e n t  

p r im ary  so u rce  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  main t e x t  o f  a  t e s t i n g  

document to  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s t u d e n t s  i n  an  Am erican H i s to r y  

su rv ey  c o u r s e .  The most d i f f i c u l t  and  t im e-consum ing  

p o r t i o n  o f  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was c r e a t i n g  th e  186-page  

document p r e s e n t i n g  th e  p r i n c i p l e  p r im a ry  documents o f  t h e  

Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce .  This w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  s in c e  no 

such s i m i l a r  document e x i s t e d  f o r  Potsdam . A lso ,  i t  was 

n e c e s s a r y  to  in c lu d e  enough i n t r o d u c t o r y  and t r a n s i t o r y  

m a t e r i a l s  to  gu ide  t h e  s t u d e n t  th ro u g h  th e  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  

com prehension . However, e x t e n s i v e  i n c l u s i o n  on e x p la n a to r y  

m a t e r i a l s  was a v o id e d  b e c a u se  one o f  t h e  most im p o r ta n t  

s k i l l s  b e in g  ta u g h t  in  the  e x e r c i s e  was i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

p r im ary  docum ents.
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The m ost im p o r ta n t  c o n c lu s io n  re a c h e d  from  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  was t h a t  such  a  document can be  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

im plem ented  i n  th e  c la s s ro o m . The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  e s s a y  w ere 

e x t r e m e ly  good. The s tu d e n t s  were a b l e  to  p ro d u c e  q u i t e  

a d e q u a te  e s s a y s  f o l lo w in g  th e  a u t h o r ' s  s u g g e s te d  s u b - p o i n t s .  

The s t u d e n t s  w ere a b le  to  r e a d  th e  p r im a ry  docum ents , 

com prehend t h e i r  m eaning , o rg a n iz e  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  and  p r e s e n t  

i t  i n  an  o r d e r l y  form . A l l  o f  th e s e  a r e  im p o r ta n t  

te c h n iq u e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  w h e th e r  a p p l i e d  to  a 

d ip lo m a t i c  c o n fe re n c e  o r  t o  a n o th e r  a r e a .  Seem ing ly  

t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d ,  f o r  exam ple , i s  t h e  d e c i s io n  by a 

b u s in e s s  man f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a  new s t o r e .

The m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  r e s u l t s  and , t o  a  l e s s e r  

e x t e n t ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  

s tu d e n t s  w ere w i l l i n g  to  r e a d  th e  e n t i r e  docum ent. The 

g r a d e s ,  76% on th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  and 66% on th e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  i n d i c a t e  th e y  com prehended th e  m a t e r i a l  

f a i r l y  w e l l .  The m ajo r  p rob lem  th e  a u th o r  n o t e d  i n  t h i s  

e x e r c i s e  was th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t .  The g ra d e s  ra n g e d  

from z e r o  p o i n t s  to  a  maximum o f  f i v e  p o i n t s .  The a u th o r  

f e e l s  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  was p e rh a p s  to o  t e c h n i c a l .

I f  an i n s t r u c t o r  u s e s  t h i s  p a p e r  as  a  t e a c h in g  t o o l ,  i n  l i e u  

•of th e  code names a  l i s t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a t t e n d e d  th e  

c o n fe re n c e  m igh t be  more u s e f u l .  P o s s i b l e  names f o r  an 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  a r e :  James F. B y rn e s ,  A m erican

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ;  W. M. M olotov, R u s s ia n  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r ;
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E r n e s t  B ev in ,  B r i t i s h  F o re ig n  S e c r e t a r y ;  Henry L. S tim son , 

Am erican S e c r e t a r y  o f  War; P a t r i c k  H u r le y ,  Am erican 

Ambassador to  C hina; and C h a r le s  E. B oh len , Am erican 

i n t e r p r e t e r ,  to  name a few i n d i v i d u a l s .

An e f f o r t  was made to  p ro d u ce  a  document t h a t  was 

u n i v e r s a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t io n  s t u d e n t s .

T h is  was s u c c e s s f u l  b e c a u s e  t h e  number o f  h i s t o r y  m a jo rs  and 

m in o rs  w ere to o  s m a l l  to  g iv e  any a c c u r a t e  m easurem ent.

The a u th o r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  l e f t  t h e  d ip lo m a t ic  codes  

and  symbols i n  th e  document t o  g iv e  t h e  r e a d e r  th e  f e e l i n g  

he  o r  she was r e a d in g  a d ip lo m a t i c  c a b l e  and n o t  some c o ld ,  

l i f e l e s s  p a r a g ra p h .  From t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e s s a y ,  m u l t i p l e -  

c h o ic e  t e s t ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  and q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  one may 

draw  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  h a v in g  th e  p r im a ry  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  

i n  t h e  main t e x t  w i th  t h e  v a r i o u s  codes  and sym bols p o se d  no 

p ro b lem  to  t h e  s tu d e n t s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  th e  m a t e r i a l  a t  

h a n d .  As i n d i c a t e d  above, t h e  s tu d e n t s  were g iv e n  no 

h i s t o r i c a l  v iew s o f  th e  s u b j e c t  and as  l i t t l e  e d i t o r i a l  

comment from  th e  a u th o r  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h is  was done to  g iv e  

t h e  s tu d e n t s  an  u n b ia s e d  v iew  o f  a  d ip lo m a t i c  c o n f e r e n c e .

P a r t  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  such  an e x e r c i s e  i s  th e  s t u d e n t ' s  

a b i l i t y  to  form  h i s  o r  h e r  own c o n c lu s io n s .  The e s s a y  t e s t  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c c o m p lish e d .

The a u th o r  i n c lu d e d  a  number o f  new spaper  a c c o u n ts  

t h a t  d e s c r ib e d  th e  m e e t in g  a r e a  and c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w hich  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m e t.  F a r  to o  o f t e n  works on d ip lom acy  do
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n o t  a d e q u a te ly  d e s c r i b e  t h e  m eeting  p l a c e .  Thus, t h e  r e a d e r  

i s  l e f t  w ondering  a b o u t  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  

i t s e l f .  The new spaper  a c c o u n ts  rem ed ied  t h i s  and gave  th e  

s tu d e n t s  a s e n se  th e y  w ere  p r e s e n t  a t  th e  c o n fe re n c e .  By 

com bin ing  th e  docum ents and  new spaper coverage  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a te d  to  th e  s tu d e n t s  t h a t  w hat th e y  

r e a d  i n  th e  n ew spaper  may b e ,  and i s  i n  many c a s e s ,  e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o f f i c i a l  p r im ary  docum ents. One exam ple 

was th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  Atomic Bomb T e s t  r e p o r t  w hich  had  

a b u l l e t i n  from th e  A lbuquerque T r ib u n e  g iv in g  an " o f f i c i a l "  

v e r s i o n  o f  th e  a to m ic  bomb t e s t  ( s e e  page 9 6 ) .  The b u l l e t i n  

s a id  an army am m unition dump exp lo d ed  t h a t  n ig h t  and  t h e r e  

was n o th in g  to  c a u s e  w o rry .  This e x p la n a t io n  seemed to  

s a t i s f y  th e  p u b l i c  and f o r  aw hile  th e y  had  no id e a  an a to m ic  

d e v ic e  h ad  been s u c c e s s f u l l y  t e s t e d .  The a u th o r ,  w h i l e  

g o ing  th ro u g h  t h e  New York Times, found  n o th in g  c o n c e rn in g  an 

e x p lo s io n  o f  an am m unition  dump i n  New Mexico. T h is  p a p e r  

a l s o  gave  th e  s t u d e n t s  a  b e h in d - th e - s c e n e s  view o f  t h e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  d ip lo m a t i c  c o n fe re n c e  and s te p s  t h a t  w ere  

ta k e n  i n  p r e p a r in g  an agenda  o f  t o p i c s  f o r  th e  Heads o f  

Government, w hich i s  an i n s i g h t  f r e q u e n t l y  o v e r lo o k e d  i n  

d ip lo m a t ic  h i s t o r y .

I n  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  were p r e s e n t e d  w i th  

m a t e r i a l  c o n c e rn in g  th e  developm ent o f  th e  atom ic bomb, t h e  

o r i g i n s  o f  th e  Potsdam  P ro c la m a tio n  w hich  c a l l e d  upon Ja p a n  

to  s u r r e n d e r ,  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  P ro c la m a tio n  by J a p a n ,
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and t h e  dropping  o f  th e  a to m ic  bombs. In  th e  n o n -g ra d e d  

q u e s t io n n a i r e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t i n g  e x e r c i s e ,  th r e e  

q u e s t i o n s  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  r e a d in g  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l .  The 

an sw ers  in d i c a t e d  th e y  had  r e a d  i t  and had  p ro b a b ly  b een  

in f lu e n c e d  tow ards  a  more p r o - n u c l e a r  a t t i t u d e .

F in a l ly ,  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

i n q u i r e d  about t h e  fo rm a t  o f  t h e  Potsdam  Document i t s e l f .

In  g e n e r a l ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  much p r e f e r r e d  th e  fo rm at o f  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  They found  t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  th e  p rim ary  

documents in  t h e  m ain t e x t  o f  th e  p a p e r  q u i t e  u s e f u l .  Few 

s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  th e y  w ould have tu r n e d  to  th e  ap p en d ix  o f  

t h e  p a p e r  fo r  t h e  docum ents and v i r t u a l l y  none would h av e  

gone t o  the  l i b r a r y  f o r  them. T h is  u pho lds  th e  a u t h o r ' s  

c o n te n t io n  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  fo rm a t  f o r  such  documents i s  i n  t h e  

m ain body of a w ork .

In  summary, t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a l lo w e d  th e  i n s t r u c t o r  

to  g iv e  the  s tu d e n t s  an i n - d e p t h  lo o k  i n t o  t h e  in te rw o rk in g s  

o f  diplom acy w i th o u t  t a k i n g  up v a l u a b l e  l e c t u r e  tim e i n  t h e  

c la s s ro o m . The i n s t r u c t o r  does n o t  have  th e  tim e to  d e v o te  

a  g r e a t  deal o f  a t t e n t i o n  to  any p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c .  T h is  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  gave s i x t y - f i v e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n t s  e x p o s u re  

to  p r im a ry  so u rc e  m a t e r i a l .  They w ere  a b le  to  use  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l  and l e a r n  from  i t .
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Recommendations

The s tu d e n t s  w ere  t e s t e d  i n  th e  summer and g iv e n  one 

week to  r e a d  th e  Po tsdam  document and w r i t e  t h e i r  e s s a y s .

I f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  o r  a s i m i l a r  document were t e s t e d  in  

t h e  f a l l  o r  s p r in g  s e m e s te r s ,  p e r h a p s  two weeks w ould  be 

b e t t e r .  More th a n  a p p ro x im a te ly  two weeks would p r o b a b ly  

l e a d  to  p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n .  The a u t h o r  f e e l s ,  how ever, t h a t  

i f  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  w e re  t r e a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a d in g  a s s i g n ­

m ent and t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a tak e -h o m e e s s a y  w ere h anded  i n  

a b o u t  th e  same tim e t h e  o th e r  r e a d i n g  a s s ig n m e n ts  w ere  due 

t h e  s tu d e n t  would l o s e  th e  m ean ing  o f  th e  p a p e r .  W hile  

s tu d e n t s  may r e s e n t  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  a s  th e y  r e s e n t  any e x t r a  

c l a s s  w ork, they  can  s t i l l  o b t a i n  th e  t r u e  f l a v o r  o f  t h e  

c o n fe re n c e  and p e r fo rm  a d e q u a te ly  th e  m a t e r i a l .  The a u th o r  

employed s u b - p o in t s  i n  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  th e  take-hom e 

e s s a y .  T h is  seemed t o  work v e r y  w e l l  i n  f o c u s in g  on th e  

s t u d e n t ' s  w r i t i n g  and  sho u ld  b e  r e t a i n e d .  One o f  t h e  e s sa y s  

an d  i t s  s u b - p o in t s  was d es ig n e d  t o  make s u r e  th e  s t u d e n t  

r e a d  th e  Communique and  P r o to c o l .  The n o rm a l te n d e n c y  f o r  

t h e  s tu d e n t  would be  t o  omit r e a d i n g  them and  b e l i e v e  th e  

i n s t r u c t o r  would n o t  " b o th e r  to  a s k  any q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  

th e m ."  T h is  d e v ice  o f  hav ing  s u b - p o i n t s  d e s ig n e d  to  make 

s u r e  th e  s tu d e n t  r e a d s  th e s e  two s e c t i o n s  s h o u ld  be 

r e t a i n e d .  O th e rw ise  t h e  s tu d e n t  w ould  l o s e  some o f  t h e  

m eaning o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  The Communique was what t h e
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w o r ld  r e a d  i n  1945 and th e  P r o to c o l  was s u b s e q u e n t ly  

r e l e a s e d  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when i t  was o b v io u s  m ost o f  th e  

i te m s  covered  h a d  b een  im plem ented .

The t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  in fo rm  t h e  s tu d e n t  t h a t  th e  m ain  

p u rp o s e  o f  th e  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  t e s t  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  

i s  t o  see  i f  h e  o r  she  r e a d  th e  m a t e r i a l .  W hile  s tu d e n t s  

may f e e l  some o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  a r e  to o  t e c h n i c a l , th e y  a r e  

d e s ig n e d  to  make s u r e  th e  p a p e r  was a d e q u a te ly  c o v e re d .  The 

i n s t r u c t o r  may w an t to  implement q u e s t i o n n a i r e  q u e s t i o n s  

t w e n t y - f i v e  th ro u g h  tw e n ty -se v e n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  d ro p p in g  o f  

th e  a to m ic  bom b. I n  t h i s  day o f  n u c l e a r  f r e e z e s  and a to m ic  

c o n t r o v e r s y ,  i t  w ould  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  

r e a c t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  on th e  d ro p p in g  o f  t h e  bomb on J a p a n .

As f o r  c o u r s e  c r e d i t ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may w an t to  

g iv e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  c r e d i t  f o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  

r e a d i n g  a s s ig n m e n t .  I f  t h e  " rew ard "  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  f o r  

r e a d i n g  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  th e n  he  o r  she  may have  

l e s s  h o s t i l i t y  i n  r e a d i n g  th e  p a p e r  i f  t h e  academ ic  c r e d i t  

w ere a  few q u a l i t y  p o i n t s .
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STUDENT ESSAYS

The f o l lo w in g  s tu d e n t  e s sa y s  a r e  i n c lu d e d  j u s t  a s  

th e  s t u d e n t s  w ro te  them, w i th  t h e i r  p u n c tu a t io n  and s p e l l i n g .

S tu d e n t  E ssay  I  

THE FATE OF GERMANY

The g e o g r a p h ic a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Germany w as s e t t l e d  

a t  t h e  s e c o n d  p le n a r y  m ee ting  a t  t h e  Potsdam C o n fe re n c e  

w hich  o c c u r e d  on J u l y  18, 1945, a t  4 :0 0  p.m. The y e a r  1937 

was a g re e d  upon as th e  b a s i s  o f  Germany and th e  l a n d s  i t  

p o s s e s s e d  a t  t h a t  t im e .  I t  in c lu d e d  p r e s e n t  day  Germany as 

w e l l  a s  p a r t s  o f  P o lan d  and L i t h u a n i a .

The p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Germany s t a t e d  th e  

a u t h o r i t y  i n  Germany was to  be  c o n t r o l l e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  

g overnm ents  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  th e  U n ited  Kingdom, th e  

Union o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l ic ,  and  th e  F r e n c h  R e p u b l ic ,  

th ro u g h  t h e  heads  o f  t h e i r  armed f o r c e s  i n  Germany. Each 

c o u n t r y  had  t h e i r  own sp h ere  o f  c o n t r o l  b u t  i n  m a t t e r s  

c o n c e rn in g  t h e  c o u n t ry  on a w hole , such  as t r e a t m e n t  o f  i t s  

p o p u l i c e ,  was to  be j o i n t l y  d e c id e d .

The e n t i r e  Germany m i l i t a r y  system  i n c l u d i n g  th e  

i n d u s t r i e s  w hich  su p p o r te d  them were t o  be e l i m i n a t e d  to  

p r e v e n t  a  r e v i v a l  o f  German m i l i t a r i s m  o r  s t o c k p i l e s  o f
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m i l i t a r y  arm s. This  was done t o  conv ince  th e  German p e o p le  

t h a t  th e y  w ere  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  s u p p o r t in g  th e  N a z i ' s  w h i le  

i t  cau sed  th e  r u in  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ' s  m i l i t a r y  and i n d u s t r y .

The fo u r  c o u n t r y 's  a l s o  w anted  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  

N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty  and a l l  o th e r  a f f i l i a t e d  Nazi 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  This  was t o  b e  done i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  

r e t u r n i n g  Germany to  a  p e a c e f u l  p e o p le  w i th  a d e m o c ra t ic  

b a s i s  on w hich  a l l  i t s  p e o p le  w ould  be f r e e  from d i s c r i m i n a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  N a z i ' s .

The N azi l e a d e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a t t r o c i t i e s  would 

be  b ro u g h t  to  judgem ent f o r  t h e i r  war c r im e s .  A l l  a c t i v e  

p a r t i c i p e n t s  i n  th e  N azi movement were t o  be  removed from 

any p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  and r e p l a c e d  by d e m o c ra t ic  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s .

P r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  would b e  no C e n t r a l  Government b u t  

l o c a l  governm ents  b a s e d  on d e m o c ra t ic  p r i n c i p l e s  w ould  be 

form ed. E x c e p t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  i n  some p l a c e s ,  th e  

German p e o p le  would have  freedom  o f  sp e e c h ,  p r e s s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  

an d  to  a p o i n t  freedom  to  form  f r e e  t r a d e  w i th  o t h e r  

n a t i o n s .

The Economic P r i n c i p l e s  were d e s ig n e d  to  e l i m i n a t e  

G erm any 's  w ar i n d u s t r y  w h ile  r e e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s  economy.

The p r im ary  co n cern  was to  en h a n c e  th e  deve lopm ent o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  and d o m estic  i n d u s t r y  n o t  r e l a t i n g  to  war 

p r o d u c t io n .
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A common p o l i c y  was i s s u e d  c o v e r in g  w ages, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and m ost a l l  o t h e r  

p r o d u c t io n  in  Germany. This  was done to  i n s u r e  goods and 

s e r v i c e s  were s u f f i c i e n t  to  meet t h e  needs  o f  t h e  German 

p e o p le  and th e  o c c u p y in g  f o r c e s .  A lso ,  a l l  German e x t e r n a l  

a s s e t s  were u n d e r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  U n ited  N a t io n s .  The 

payment o f  R e p a ra t io n  s h o u ld  n o t  e x c e e d  th e  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  

by t h e  German p e o p le  t o  b e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .

The r e p a r a t i o n s  o f  Germany w ere such t h a t  th e  

U .S .S .R .  would remove i t s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c la im  from  i t s  s e c t o r  

and f ro m  e x t e r n a l  a s s e t s  and w ould  s e t t l e  P o l a n d 's  c la im  

from i t s  s h a re .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  w ould  r e c e iv e  15 p e r  c e n t  

o f  t h e  m e t a l l u r g i c a l ,  c h e m ic a l ,  an d  machine i n d u s t r i e s  i n  

Germany in  exchange f o r  food , t im b e r ,  and o th e r  com m odities  

to  b e  a g re e d  upon l a t e r .  The S o v i e t  Government was a l s o  to  

r e c e i v e  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  su ch  i n d u s t r i a l  equipm ent n o t  v i t a l  

to  t h e  German economy f ro m  th e  w e s t e r n  s e c t o r  f r e e .

The S o v ie t s  w ou ld  then  re n o u n c e  t h e i r  c la im s  a g a i n s t  

th e  German i n d u s t r i e s  i n  th e  W e s te rn  sp h e re  o f  i n f l u e n c e .

The c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  w e s te r n  s p h e re  would a l s o  re n o u n c e  

t h e r e  c la im s  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  s p h e re .

The Potsdam  C o nference  d e c id e d  to  a p p o in t  e x p e r t s  

from t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  t h e  U n ite d  Kingdom, and t h e  

U .S .S .R .  to  work o u t  a p l a n  to  d i s p o s e  o f  th e  German s h ip s .  

T h e ir  r e p o r t  was to  be r e l e a s e d  a t  a  l a t e r  d a te .
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T here  h a s  been  a m e e t in g  g o in g  on in  London f o r  

s e v e r a l  weeks w h ich  w i l l  b e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  th e  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  

w ar c r i m i n a l s  t h a t  has  b een  co m p rised  o f  A m erican , E n g l i s h ,  

F re n c h ,  and R u s s ia n  d ip lo m a ts .  The c r im e s  w ere  d e t a i l e d  

u n d e r  th e  Moscow D e c la r t io n  o f  1943. The t h r e e  governm ent 

o f  t h e  Potsdam  C o nference  h av e  vowed t o  f in d  t h e s e  c r i m i n a l s  

w h e re e v e r  th e y  a r e  and b r in g  them t o  j u s t i c e .

The o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  in  how th e  German Navy and 

th e  M erchant M arine  i s  d i s p o s e d  o f .  I n  th e  Communique i t  

s t a t e d  t h a t  a commision w ould lo o k  i n t o  th e  m a t t e r .

The P r o to c o l  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  e n t i r e  German Navy 

e x c lu d in g  su b m a rin e s  was t o  b e  e q u a l l y  d iv id e  b e tw een  th e  

U .S . ,  The U .S .S .R .  and th e  U n ite d  Kingdom. A l l  b u t  30 o f  

th e  su b m arin es  w ere  to  be sunk  w i th  t h e  rem ain ed  s p l i t  

be tw een  th e  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s . These c o u n t r i e s  a g r e e d  to  fo rm  

a commision f o r  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  w a r s h ip s  to  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s .  This commision would m ee t  in  B e r l i n ,  

i t s  hom ebase. A lso  each d e l e g a t e  o f  t h e  commision would 

have  th e  r i g h t  t o  i n s p e c t  any  i n d i v i d u a l  sh ip  i n  th e  German 

Navy.

The German M erchant M arine  was to  be s i m a r i l y  

d i s p o s e d .  These s h ip s  would be d i v i d e  a f t e r  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  

o f  th e  war a g a i n s t  Japan . The A l l i e d  c o u n t r i e s  would 

r e c e i v e  re im b u rsem en t f o r  th e  m e rc h a n t  m arine  damage done by 

German Naval f o r c e s  th rough  th e  s h a r e  o f  th e  U .S . and th e  

U.K. The U .S .S .R .  would t a k e  c a r e  o f  P o la n d 's  c l a im  from
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i t s  s h a r e .  A lso , e a c h  member o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  would h av e  

th e  r i g h t  t o  i n s p e c t  any German M erchan t M arine  v e s s a l  

anywhere i n  the  w o r ld  i t  may be l o c a t e d .

S tu d e n t  Essay I I  

POLAND AT THE POTSDAM CONFERENCE

S erg y  G o u lin sk y ,  e x p e r t  c o n s u l t a n t ,  r e a d  th e  d r a f t  

s u b m it te d  by th e  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n  on J u ly  18, 1945. The 

S o v ie ts  w an ted  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and G rea t  B r i t a i n  as w e l l  

a s  governm ents  o f  o t h e r  U n i te d  N a t i o n s , to  s e v e r  a l l  a l l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  t h e  P o l i s h  Government o f  A rc i s z e w s k i .

T h is  i n c l u d e d  any d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  as  w e l l ,  which t h e  

S o v ie ts  c la im e d  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  be tw een  P o lan d  and th e  

S o v ie t  U nion . The P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n i ty  

would be g iv e n  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  th e  im m edia te  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  

a l l  a s s e t s  and p r o p e r t y  b e lo n g in g  to  P o lan d ,  w h ich  was s t i l l  

a t  the  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  governm ent o f  A rc is z y w e s k i .  A lso  th e  

P o l i s h  Armed F o rces  would b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  from from  th e  

A rc is z e w s k i  to  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  P o l i s h  Government o f  N a t io n a l  

U nity .

A f t e r  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  th e  B i r t i s h  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  

p ro p o sa l  on  th e  P o l i s h  p ro b lem . The B r i t i s h  d r a f t  b e g in s  

w i th  an overw helm ing  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  ag reem ent re a c h e d  among 

P o l i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h ich  made p o s s i b l e  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  

a  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n i ty ,  

r e c o g n iz e d  by th e  t h r e e  m a jo r  pow ers. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f
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d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  by G rea t  B r i t i a n  and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  

w i th  t h e  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  

w i th d ra w a l  o f  t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  from  th e  fo rm er  P o l i s h  

Government i n  London.

G re a t  B r i t i a n  and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  e x p r e s s e d  

w i l l i n g n e s s  to  h e l p  and s u p p o r t  th e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  o f  

P o l i s h  S t a t e  P r o p e r t y ,  i n c lu d in g  Em bassies  t o  th e  new 

Government and d i s c u s s e d  l i a b i l i t i e s  and d e b ts  advanced  to  

t h e  l a t e  P o l i s h  Government and th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  such  

a d v a n c e s .  A lso  p ro p o se d  was t h e  r e t u r n  o f  P o le s  a b ro a d  who 

w ish ed  to  r e t u r n ,  and  th e  a s s u ra n c e  by  th e  new governm ent 

t h a t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  freedom  and l i v e l i h o o d  w ould  

be p r o t e c t e d .  F re e  e l e c t i o n s  by s e c r e t  b a l l o t  and t h a t  

P o l i s h  o p in io n  b e  u s e d  to  f r e e l y  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  v iew s and 

th u s  h e lp  r e s t o r e  t h e  c o u n t r y 's  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  and 

p r e s t i g e .  P r e s i d e n t  Truman d i s p l a y e d  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s .  S t a l i n  was v e ry  p l e a s e d  and a l th o u g h  

C h u r c h i l l  had  some r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  he a g re e d .

The t e l e g r a m  s e n t  to  P r e s i d e n t  Truman, d e t a i l e d  t h e  

boundry  l i n e  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h i s  be c o n s id e re d  a  j u s t  

f r o n t i e r ,  g u a r a n te e in g  s u c c e s s f u l  developm ent o f  th e  P o l i s h  

n a t i o n ,  s e c u r i t y  to  Europe and a l a s t i n g  p eace  f o r  t h e  

w o r ld .  I t  was r e c o g n iz e d  how ever, t h a t  any p roh lem s o r  

d is a b re e m e n ts  on t h i s  w e s te rn  boundary  would be  h a rm fu l ,  

e n d a n g e r in g  th e  f u t u r e  o f  th e  P o l i s h  n a t i o n .
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A s e c r e t  m essage was s e n t  to  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  

P o l i s h  Government o f  N a t io n a l  U n i ty  by P r e s i d e n t  Truman, 

r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t i t i v e s  be a l lo w ed  to  

s t a t e  t h e i r  v iew s on t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  w e s te r n  f r o n t i e r ,  

t o  th e  Big Three L e a d e rs .

The memorandum by Ambassador to  t h e  S o v ie t  Union,

Mr. Harrim an was o f  i n t e r e s t  and e x e r p t s  f o l lo w ;  Mr.

H arrim an p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  Mr. B i e r u t  p r e s e n t e d  th e  b a s i s  o f  

t h e  P o l i s h  c la im s  to  German t e r r i t o r y  to  th e  F o re ig n  

M i n i s t e r s .  Mr. B i e r u t  b e l i e v e d  i n  th e  f u t u r e  o f  Po land  and 

h e  w anted  to  do a l l  he c o u ld  to  s e e  t h a t  j u s t i c e  p r e v a i l e d ,  

b u t  d id  n o t  l i k e  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  m anner i n  w hich  t h e  boundary 

q u e s t io n  was b e in g  h a n d le d  by t h e  S o v ie t  and P o l i s h  govern ­

m en ts .  He w anted  th e  t i t l e  ap p ro v ed  a t  t h e  p eace  s e t t l e m e n t  

i n  t h a t  a d isa g re e m e n t  would be a  s o u rc e  o f  t r o u b l e  i n  the  

f u t u r e .  He a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  F ran ce  m ig h t  w an t to  take  

o v e r  some o f  th e  R h in e la n d  a re a  o f  Germany, b u t  no a c t io n  on 

t h i s  m a t t e r  c o u ld  be acco m p lish ed  u n t i l  a  f u l l  a l l i e d  a g re e ­

m ent c o u ld  be re a c h e d .  He spoke o f  th e  h o m eless  t h a t  needed 

t e r r i t o r y  and co m p en sa tio n  f o r  l o s s  o f  t e r r i t o r y  i n  th e  

E a s t .  The boundary  q u e s t io n  had  t o  be d e te rm in e d  a t  a t  a 

p e a c e  s e t t l e m e n t  a l s o .  Harriman a l s o  m e n t io n e d  th e  Curzon 

l i n e  which was t h e  d i s p u te d  f r o n t i e r  be tw een  P o lan d  and 

R u s s ia .  This l i n e  o f  d e m a rc a t io n  w ould h av e  e x c lu d e d  from 

P o la n d ,  t e r r i t o r y  p re d o m in a tly  i n h a b i t e d  by  W hite  R u ss ia n s ,  

U k ran ian s  and L i th u a n ia n s .  The P o l e s  o b j e c t e d  and c la im ed
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t e r r i t o r i e s  tw ic e  as  l a r g e  as t h a t  p roposed  b y  Lloyd George 

in  1920 . The Curzon l i n e  became t h e  boun d ary  betw een t h e  

German and R u ss ian  s p h e re s  o f  o c c u p a t io n .

The d ep u ty  Prim e M in i s t e r  handed o v e r  to  th e  

A m ericans ,  t h r e e  memoranda. The P o le s  w a n te d  th e  S o v ie t  

t r o o p s  and th e  P e o p le s  C o m m issa r i t  f o r  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  t o  

le a v e  t h e  c o u n try .  The P o l i s h  Deputy Prime M in i s t e r  s t a t e d  

t h a t  P o la n d  would be s t r o n g ,  f r e e ,  in d e p e n d a n t  and 

s o v e r i e g n .  P o land  w an ted  to  l i v e  in  a l l i a n c e  w i th  S o v i e t  

R u s s ia ,  G rea t B r i t i a n  and F ran ce  and in  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  t h e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  t h e  low c o u n t r i e s .  He t h e n  l i s t e d  

c o n d i t i o n s  under  w hich  t h i s  c o u ld  be a c c o m p lish e d .  P e r s o n a l  

f reed o m , e l e c t i o n s ,  f reedom  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  a  n a t i o n a l  army 

and s e c u r i t y  w ere n eed ed  i n  o r d e r  to  s a f e g u a r d  h e r  e x i s t a n c e .  

Also a  memorandum c o n c e rn in g  th e  f r o n t i e r  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  

were n e e d e d  to  c o n t r o l  boundary  p o p u la t io n .  And a 

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t io n  and  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  tam pered w i t h .

The Communique m e n tio n e d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  P o la n d  

and h e r  P o l i s h  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government and h e r  w e s te rn  

b o u n d a r i e s .  In  summary, t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  P o l i s h  

P r o v i s i o n a l  Government and th e  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  and 

m e asu res  by th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  and B r i t i a n  w e re  to  p r o t e c t  

the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  P o l i s h  Government. I t  a l s o  p ro v id e d  

the  d e s i r e d  a c c e s s  t o  to  p r o p e r t i e s  and t h e  r e t u r n  o f  P o le s  

ab ro a d  and f r e e  e l e c t i o n s  and t h e  freedom t o  r e p o r t  to  t h e
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w o rld  c o n c e rn in g  developm ents  i n  P o lan d  b e f o r e  and d u r in g  

e l e c t i o n s .  I t  a l s o  to o k  i n t o  a c c o u n t  th e  d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  

i n  th e  N o r th  and West w hich P o la n d  sh o u ld  r e c e i v e  pend ing  

f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  a t  th e  p eace  s e t t l e m e n t  m e e t in g .

S tu d e n t  E s sa y  I I I  

JAPAN

The fo l lo w in g  i s  a summary o f  t h i s  s t u d e n t ' s  e s sa y  

on Ja p a n :  Japan  was a s u b j e c t  o f  g ra v e  c o n c e rn  f o r  th e

A l l i e s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  With a huge 

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  o f  f a n a t i c a l  d e v o t io n  J a p a n  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i t s e l f  a s  a  f i e r c e  enemy who c o u ld  be e x p e c te d  to  f i g h t  to  

t h e  d e a th  r a t h e r  th a n  s u r r e n d e r .

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, S tim son  s u g g e s te d  to  th e  P r e s i d e n t  

t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  o f f e r i n g  th e  J a p a n e s e  th e  o p p o r­

t u n i t y  to  s u r r e n d e r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  in  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  

im pending  d e s t r u c t i o n  would be v a s t l y  p r e f e r a b l e  to  m ounting 

an i n v a s i o n  o p e r a t i o n .  S tim son a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  s e v e r a l  

f a c t o r s  v e r y  f a v o ra b le  to  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  

J a p a n e se  s u r r e n d e r :  l a c k  o f  A l l i e s ,  J a p a n e s e  Navy a lm o st

d e s t r o y e d ,  and th e  t h r e a t  o f  w ar w i th  R u s s ia .  I t  was 

S t im s o n 's  o p in io n  t h a t  we had a  " n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t "  i n  

s e e in g  Jap an  evo lv e  i n t o  a u s e f u l  and r e s p o n s i b l e  member o f  

th e  " P a c i f i c  Community."
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The S e c r e t a r y  o f  War s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a  c a r e f u l l y  

t im ed  w arn in g  b e  i s s u e d  to  Japan  c i t i n g  h e r  u l t i m a t e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  an d  th e  r e s o l v e  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s  and  c a l l i n g  

f o r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r r e n d e r  and o c c u p a t io n  o f  J a p a n .  

E s s e n t i a l  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  w o m in g  p ro p o sed  by  S tim so n  

in c lu d e d  th e  f o l lo w in g :

1. The overwhelm ing f o r c e  o f  A l l i e s .

2. I n e v i t a b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  Japan  b y  t h i s  f o r c e .

3. D e te rm in a t io n  o f  A l l i e s  to  d e s t r o y  c u r r e n t  

J a p a n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p .

4. D e te rm in a t io n  o f  A l l i e s  to  l i m i t  J a p a n e s e  

s o v e r e ig n ty  to  main i s l a n d s .

5 .  D isavow al o f  a t t e m p t  t o  e x t r i p a t e  J a p a n e s e  r a c e  

o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  J a p a n e se  n a t i o n .

6. R e a d in e ss  to  p e rm it  n o n - t h r e a t e n i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  

an d  p r o s p e c t  o f  e v e n tu a l  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s .

7. The u l t i m a t e  w i th d ra w a l  o f  o c c u p y in g  f o r c e s  upon 

r e a c h i n g  o b j e c t i v e s .

The s t u d e n t  c o n t in u e d  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Truman gave 

C h u r c h i l l  a  c o p y  o f  th e  d r a f t  p ro c la m a t io n  c a l l i n g  upon 

J ap an  to  s u r r e n d e r .  T h is  document was r e t u r n e d  w i t h  some 

r e v i s i o n s .  T h is  document, a c c o rd in g  to  t h i s  s t u d e n t ,  made 

c l e a r  th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  armed r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Japan  

i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  r e s u l t  o f  N azi r e s i s t a n c e .  The s t u d e n t  

w ould i n d i c a t e  how American Ambassador to  C h in a ,  P a t r i c k  

H u r ly ,  o b t a in e d  th e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  Chiang K a i - s h e c k .



257

White House S e c r e t a r y  Eben Ayers t h e n  s e n t  a  m essage 

to  C h a r le s  T. R oss ,  W hite  House P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y  t e l l i n g  him 

how to  r e l e a s e  t h i s  P ro c la m a tio n  t o  th e  J a p a n e se  and th e  

w o r ld .  The New York Times p r i n t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n te n t s  o f  

th e  document i n  t h e i r  new spaper. The R u s s ia n s ,  who w ere  a t  

peace  w i th  Ja p a n ,  d id  n o t  s ig n  t h e  P ro c la m a t io n  and w ere  

unhappy f o r  b e in g  l e f t  o u t  o f  any d i s c u s s i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  

P ro c la m a tio n .  T h is  v iew  was conveyed  to  Am erican S e c r e t a r y  

o f  S t a t e  James F. B yrnes  by R u ss ia n  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r  

M olotov.

The J a p a n e s e  s im p ly  ig n o re d  th e  P ro c la m a t io n .  The 

s tu d e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y th in g  i n  t h e  Communique 

o r  P r o to c o l  on th e  J a p a n e s e  and t h e  s u r r e n d e r .

S tu d e n t  E ssay  IV

PRESIDENT HARRY TRUMAN'S VIEW DURING 
THE POTSDAM CONFERENCE

The f o l lo w in g  i s  a  summary o f  a s t u d e n t ' s  e s s a y  on 

H arry  Trum an 's  v iew s d u r in g  th e  C o n fe re n c e :

P r e s i d e n t  T ru m an 's  view o f  h i s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  a r e  

q u o ted  i n  h is  d i a r y  as  b e in g  s t r i p p e d  o f  e v e r y th in g  by  th e  

R u s s ia n s .  The P r e s i d e n t  and o t h e r  A m ericans r e c o v e re d  

enough f u r n i t u r e  to  make th e  p l a c e  l i v a b l e ,  even th o u g h  

n o th in g  seemed to  m atch . These l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  seemed 

c o m fo r ta b le  enough f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  P r e s i d e n t  T ru m an 's  

m e e tin g  w ith  Prim e M i n i s t e r  C h u r c h i l l  went v e r y  w e l l  on  J u ly
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17, 1945. Truman r e c o rd e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y  t h a t  C h u r c h i l l  i s  

charm ing and c l e v e r .  C h u r c h i l l  t o l d  Truman how he  lo v e d  him 

and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

He h as  h i s  th o u g h ts  a b o u t  B e r l i n .  He th o u g h t  i t  was 

a  s o r ro w fu l  s i g h t ,  b e c a u se  H i t l e r  o v e r  re a c h e d  h im s e l f  by 

ta k in g  i n  too  much t e r r i t o r y .  The m ost s o r ro w fu l  p a r t  was 

th e  way R u s s ia  had  ta k e n  e v e r y th in g  o u t  o f  homes and to o k  

th e  a b le  b o d ie d  men to  work f o r  them . H i t l e r  h a d  done t h e  

same to  t h e  R u s s ia n s .

P r e s i d e n t  Truman met w i th  P re m ie r  S t a l i n  on J u ly  17, 

1945, i n  B e r l i n  on Tuesday a ro u n d  noon . P r e s i d e n t  Truman 

t o l d  S t a l i n  t h a t  h e  w a s n ' t  a  d ip lo m a t ,  b u t  answ ered  y e s  o r  

no to  q u e s t io n s  a f t e r  t h e  a rg u m e n ts ,  w hich p l e a s e d  S t a l i n .  

They had lu n c h ,  t a l k e d  s o c i a l l y ,  and t o a s t e d  a  d r in k  to  

e v e ry o n e .  P i c t u r e s  w ere made i n  t h e  h ack  y a rd  o f  th e  h o u se  

w here Truman s ta y e d .

P re m ie r  S t a l i n  b ro u g h t  a lo n g  h i s  i n t e r p r e t o r ,  Mr. 

P a v lo v ,  to  t r a n s l a t e  f o r  him . P r e s i d e n t  Truman was 

im p re s se d .  C h a r le s  E. B oh len , a s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e ,  James F. B y rn es ,  w ould  c o r r e c t  Pav lov  e a c h  tim e he  

m ispronounced  a w ord. S t a l i n  was p l e a s e d  w i th  Bohlen on 

h e lp in g  P av lo v .

P r e s i d e n t  Truman seemed to  r e g a r d  th e  second  p le n a r y  

m e e tin g  as u s e l e s s .  He w ro te  i n  h i s  d i a r y  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  

t h r e e  p r o p o s a l s  and he banged  them th ro u g h  in  s h o r t  o r d e r .  

C h u r c h i l l  was s u r p r i s e d .  S t a l i n  was p le a s e d .  P r e s i d e n t
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Truman f e l t  d i f f e r e n t  ab o u t th e  m e e t in g .  He w a s n ' t  g o in g  to  

s t a y  a ro u n d  h e re  ( a t  Potsdam) t o  h e a r  s p e e c h e s .  He c o u ld  go 

home to  t h e  S e n a te  f o r  t h a t .

P r e s i d e n t  Truman was a t  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  w h i l e  d i s c u s s in g  w o rld  a f f a i r s  w i t h  th e  

S o v ie t  and  B r i t i s h  governm ents . He d i d n ' t  w an t to  t a l k  

a b o u t t h i n g s  t h a t  w ould  be e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  by th e  U n ite d  

N a t io n s .  P r e s i d e n t  Truman w an ted  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p rob lem s 

w hich t h e  t h r e e  heads  o f  government had come to  d i s c u s s ,  n o t  

l i s t e n i n g  to  g r i e v a n c e s . P r e s i d e n t  Truman w an ted  to  g e t  to  

t h e  m ain i s s u e s  o r  go back  home.

The P r e s i d e n t  seemed pepped  up by t h i s  t e s t  [ o f  th e  

a tom ic  bomb]. I t  gave him a w hole  new f e e l i n g  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  

He th a n k e d  Stim son f o r  coming to  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  t h i s  

news o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a tom ic  bomb t e s t  i n  New M exico.

On th e  ev e n in g  o f  August 9 , 1945, P r e s i d e n t  H a r ry  S. 

Truman gave  a  sp eech  o v e r  th e  r a d i o .  He t o l d  th e  Am erican 

p e o p le  t h a t  he had  j u s t  r e tu r n e d  from B e r l i n ,  Germany. The 

Germans a r e  b e g in n in g  t o  a tone  f o r  th e  c r im e  o f  g a n g s t e r s ,  

whom th e y  p la c e d  i n  power and fo l lo w e d  o b e d i e n t l y .  He a l s o  

saw th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i n  W estern  Europe and 

E ng land . He was g la d  to  be home and g r a t e f u l  t h a t  t h i s  la n d  

o f  o u rs  h a s  been  s p a re d .
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S tu d e n t  E ssay  V

COMPARE AND CONTRAST THE COMMUNIQUE 
AND THE PROTOCOL

The fo llo w in g  i s  a summary of a  s t u d e n t ' s  e s sa y  on 

comparing and c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  Communique an d  P r o t o c o l :

A f t e r  the  Potsdam C o n fe ren ce  a  communique was 

i s s u e d .  A communique i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  

t a l k s .  A P ro to c o l  i s  a s ig n e d  document c o n t a i n i n g  a  r e c o r d  

o f  the  p o i n t s  in  w hich ag reem en t has b e e n  re a c h e d  by 

n e g o t i a t i n g  p a r t i e s  p r e l im a r y  to  a f i n i s h e d  t r e a t y .

T h e re  were s e v e r a l  m a jo r  to p ic s  l i s t e d  i n  th e  

Potsdam Communique w hich  a r e  a s  fo l lo w s :  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t

o f  a c o u n c i l  o f  f o r e ig n  m i n i s t e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f i v e  

p r i n c i p a l  powers to  c o n t in u e  p e a c e  s e t t l e m e n t s  and h a n d le  

f u tu r e  d i s p u t e s ;  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  both  econom ic  and 

p o l i t i c a l ,  which would govern  Germany i n  t h e  f u t u r e ;  th e  

amount and  type o f r e p a r a t i o n s  Germany w o u ld  pay to  each  

p a r t i c u l a r  coun try ;  d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  German navy and la n d  

f o r c e s ;  t h e  t r a n s f e r  to  S o v ie t  Union t h e  c i t y  o f  K oen igsberg ; 

th e  method o f  t r i a l  o f  m ajor w ar  c r i m i n a l s ;  th e  f u t u r e  

govern ing  o f  A u s t r ia ;  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  P o l a n d 's  governm ent 

and d e te r m in a t io n  o f  i t s  w e s t e r n  b o u n d a ry ;  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  

peace  t r e a t i e s  and a d m iss io n  o f  c o u n t r i e s  t o  th e  U n ited  

N ations  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  t e r r i t o r i a l  t r u s t e e s h i p s ;  a r e v i s e d  

a l l i e d  c o n t r o l  commission p ro c e d u re  c o v e r i n g  Rumania,
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B u l g a r i a ,  and Hungary; th e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  o f  German 

p o p u l a t i o n ;  and th e  m i l i t a r y  t a l k s .

The t o p i c s  r e l e a s e d  in  t h e  Communique d i f f e r e d  from 

th o s e  l i s t e d  i n  th e  P r o to c o l  a s  fo l lo w s :

1. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c o u n c i l  o f  f o r e i g n  

m i n i s t e r s .

2 . The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  economic and p o l i t i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  t o  i n i t i a l l y  govern  Germany.

3. An o u t l i n e  o f  th e  w ar  r e p a r a t i o n s  Germany m ust 

make to  t h e  A l l i e s .

4 . The d i s t r i b u t i o n  and d is b a n d in g  o f  German n a v a l  

and m arin e  f o r c e s .

5 . The t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  K o e n ig sb e rg  and i t s

a d ja c e n t  a r e a  to  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  S o v ie t  Union.

6 . The p u n ish m en t and t r i a l  o f  m a jo r  w ar c r i m i n a l s .

7. The f u t u r e  governm ent o f  A u s t r i a  and war

r e p a r a t i o n s .

8 . The governm ent o f  P o la n d  and d e t e r m in a t i o n  o f  

i t s  b o u n d a r ie s .

9. The c o n c lu s io n  o f  any  peace  t r e a t i e s  and 

ad m iss io n  o f  c o u n t r i e s  to  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  

G rea t  B r i t a i n  and S o v i e t  Union c o n c e p t  o f  a 

U n ite d  N a t io n s  O r g a n iz a t io n .

10. The s e t t l e m e n t  o f  any  q u e s t io n s  o v e r  t e r r i t o r i a l  

t r u s t e e s h i p s .
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11. The r e v i s e d  A l l i e d  c o n t r o l  com m ission p ro c e d u re  

i n  Rumania, B u l g a r i a ,  and H ungary .

12. The o r d e r ly  t r a n s f e r  o f  German P o p u la t io n s .

13. Removal o f  o i l  equ ipm ent i n  Rumania.

14. W ithdraw al o f  t r o o p s  from  I r a n .

15. C re a t io n  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  zone, o f  T a n g ie r .

16. S e t t le m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  Black Sea 

S t r a i t s .

17. S e t t le m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

in l a n d  w a te rw a y s .

18. D i r e c t iv e s  t o  M i l i t a r y  commanders on th e  A l l i e d  

c o n t r o l  c o u n c i l  f o r  Germany.

19. The use  o f  A l l i e d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s a t e l l i t e  

r e p a r a t i o n s .

The t o p i c s  o f  t h e  P r o to c o l  t h a t  w ere n o t  r e p o r t e d  to  

th e  p u b l i c  u n t i l  1947 in c lu d e d :  o i l  equ ip m en t i n  Rumania;

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  zone o f  T a n g ie r ;  th e  B lack  S ea  S t r a i t s ;  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  in l a n d  w aterw ays; I r a n ;  E uropean  i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  

c o n fe re n c e ;  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  m i l i t a r y  commanders on a l l i e d  

c o n t r o l  c o u n c i l  f o r  Germany; and u s e  o f  a l l i e d  p r o p e r ty  f o r  

s a t e l l i t e  r e p a r a t i o n s  o r  w ar  t r o p h i e s .

To s e t t l e  th e  q u e s t i o n  ab o u t  t h e  rem oval o f  o i l  

equ ipm ent from Rumania, t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a g re e d  t o  s e t  up two 

b i l a t e r a l  commissions o f  e x p e r t s ,  one t o  be composed o f  t h e  

U n i te d  Kingdom and S o v ie t  members and  one t o  b e  composed o f  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  S o v ie t  members. The com m ission  would
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i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  f a c t s  and exam ine th e  docum ents w i t h i n  t e n  

days o f  t h e  ad jou rnm en t o f  t h e  Potsdam c o n f e r e n c e .

C oncern ing  I r a n ,  t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a g re e d  a l l  A l l i e d  

t ro o p s  w ould  be w ithdraw n im m e d ia te ly  from T e h e ra n .  F u r th e r  

s ta g e s  o f  t ro o p  w i th d ra w a l  from  I r a n  w ould b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a 

m ee tin g  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o f  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r s  i n  S ep tem ber,  

1945.

The S o v ie t  governm ent made a  p r o p o s a l  to  c r e a t e  an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  zone o f  T a n g ie r .  The t h r e e  governm ents  a g re e d  

t h a t ,  due to  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  im p o r ta n c e ,  th e  c i t y  o f  T a n g ie r  

and th e  a d j a c e n t  a r e a  w ould  rem ain  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  F u r th e r  

d i s c u s s io n  w ould t a k e  p l a c e  a t  a f u t u r e  m e e t in g  i n  P a r i s  

a t t e n d e d  by  F ra n c e ,  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  S o v ie t  Union and G re a t  

B r i t a i n .

The c o n fe re n c e  r e a l i z e d  a  n eed  o f  a  r e v i s i o n  

c o n c e rn in g  p o l i c i e s  i n  th e  B lack  Sea S t r a i t s .  The m a t t e r  

was d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  a  m e e t in g  be tw een  ea c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

governm ents  and th e  T u rk is h  governm ent.

The U n ite d  S t a t e s  h a d  p ro p o se d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n l a n d  

w aterw ays f o r  p u rp o se  o f  f u r t h e r  t r a d e  b e tw een  c o u n t r i e s .

I t  was r e f e r r e d  to  th e  m e e t in g  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o f  F o re ig n  

M in i s t e r s  i n  London.

G re a t  B r i t a i n  and t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  d e c id e d  to  

r e c o n v e in e  th e  European I n l a n d  T r a n s p o r t  C o n fe re n c e .  The 

S o v ie t  Union gave a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  i t  w ould  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

such a  c o n f e r e n c e .
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Each o f  th e  t h r e e  governm ents  w ould  send a  d i r e c t i v e  

to  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  C o n t ro l  C o u n c i l  f o r  Germany to  

a c q u a in t  him on a l l  d e c i s io n s  r e a c h e d  on m a t t e r s  co n c e rn in g  

h i s  d u t i e s .

The U n ite d  S t a t e s  d e l e g a t i o n  h a d  p ro p o se d  th e  use  o f  

a l l i e d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s a t e l l i t e  r e p a r a t i o n s .  W hile t h i s  was 

a g re e d  on  i n  p r i n c i p l e  by  t h e  C o n fe re n c e ,  t h e  a c t u a l  d e t a i l s  

and commitments w ere t o  be worked o u t  th ro u g h  d ip lo m a t ic  

c h a n n e ls .

The Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce  s e t t l e d  many q u e s t io n s  and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a fraem work f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  Europe and the  

r e s t  o f  th e  w o r ld .  The d e c i s io n s  r e a c h e d  by th e  t h r e e  

d e l e g a t i o n s  were sound ones and  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  t h e r e  was 

c o o p e r a t io n  betw een  t h e  E a s t  and th e  W est.
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SAMPLE STUDENT ESSAY

The fo l lo w in g  e s s a y  i s  shown i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form  

in c l u d i n g  g ra m m a tic a l ,  p u n c tu a t io n ,  and s p e l l i n g  e r r o r s .

A Com parison o f  
M eeting  a t  Potsdam by C h a r le s  L. Mee J r .

and
Between War and  P eace : The Potsdam  C onference  by H e rb e r t

F e l l

I t  seems to  me t h a t  s im p ly  r e p o r t i n g  on each  o f  

t h e s e  books s e p a r a t e l y  would be i n s i g n i f i c a n t  s in c e  th e y  

b o th  c o n ta in  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same m a t e r i a l .  Thus, I  ch o se  to  

com pare th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  — th e  a u t h o r ' s  s t y l e ,  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

and m ethod o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T here  a r e  many d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e tw een  F e is  and  Mee, some a r e  o b v io u s  and some a r e  n o t  so 

o b v io u s .  I  h av e  a  d e f i n i t e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  one o f  th e s e  

a u t h o r s .  T h is  p r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  be  c l e a r  by t h e  end o f  t h i s  

p a p e r .

To b e g in  w i th ,  som eth ing  a s  s im p le  a s  th e  t i t l s  o f  

th e  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c h a p te r s  shows t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  each  a u th o r  

f e e l s  a r e  im p o r t a n t .  Mee seems t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p eo p le  

i n v o lv e d  were o f  u tm o st  im p o r ta n c e .  For exam ple , a few o f  

h i s  c h a p t e r s  w ere  e n t i t l e d :  " C h u r c h i l l  D e p a r t s , "  "The B i t

Two," and " A t le e  and K e v in ." On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d .  F e is  seems 

to  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  coun t r i e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  and th e  r e l a t i n g  

p rob lem s were more s i g n i f i c a n t .  Some t i t l e s  he  chose a r e :  

" S p a in , "  " P o la n d ,"  and "Germany: The C r u c ia l  Q u e s t io n s . "



267

T his  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  t i t l e s  o f  c h a p t e r s  d e m o n s t r a te s  t h e  

b a s i c  c o n t r a s t  betw een Mee and F e i s .  Moreso th a n  F e i s ,  Mee 

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  in v o lv e d  had a  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  

d e c i s io n s  made.

F u r th e rm o re ,  Mee made me f e e l  l i k e  I  was r i g h t  t h e r e  

a t  th e  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  Potsdam C o n fe re n c e .  I  f e e l  t h i s  was 

due to  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  th e  p e o p le  i n v o lv e d  — t h e i r  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  p e c u l a r i t i e s , a p p a r e l ,  and v a r y i n g  r e a c t i o n s  

and a t t i t u d e s .  Thanks t o  Mee, I ' l l  a lw ays  have  a  m e n ta l  

p i c t u r e  o f  C h u r c h i l l ,  Truman, and S t a l i n ,  and an  im p re s s io n  

o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Mee made th e  

c o n t r a s t s  b e tw e e n  C h u r c h i l l  and Truman m em o ra b le . For 

exam ple, Truman l i k e d  p ia n o s  and v i o l i n s ,  and h a d  th e s e  

in s t r u m e n ts  p l a y  p ie c e s  such as  Chopin, h i s  f a v o r i t e ,  a t  h i s  

p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  c o n fe re n c e .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  C h u r c h i l l  had  a 

lo u d ,  s p i r i t e d  band f o r  e n t e r t a in m e n t .  These  d i f f e r e n c e s  

c o n t in u e d  i n t o  th e  m e e t in g s . Truman was r a t h e r  r e s e r v e d  

and calm , b u t  C h u r c h i l l  was b o i s t e r o u s  and  e a s i l y  e x c i t e d .  

These same a d j e c t i v e s  c a n  d e s c r ib e  t h e  w ard ro b e  o f  th e s e  two 

g r e a t  l e a d e r s .

A n o th e r  th in g  t h a t  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  

showed me was a  b ran d  new id e a .  I  h ad  p r e v i o u s l y  supposed  

t h a t  Truman an d  C h u r c h i l l  s id e d  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  S t a l i n  due 

to  d ip lo m a t ic  d i f f e r e n c e s .  B u t, now I  f e e l  t h a t  Truman and  

S t a l i n  te n d e d  t o  e x c lu d e  C h u r c h i l l  a t  m e e t in g s ,  p u b l i c  and  

p r i v a t e .  T h is  im p re s s io n  i s  due to  t h e  c o m p a t a b i l i t y
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betw een  Truman and S t a l i n  a s  p e r s o n s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  l e a d e r s .  

T h is  c o m p a ta b i l i t y  was shown i n  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s im p le  

and f o r t h r i g h t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  c l a s s i c a l  m u s ic ,  and r e s e r v e d  

mannerisms and c l o t h e s .  I n  m e e t in g s ,  t h i s  c o m p a t a b i l i t y  

p ro v ed  i t s  im p o r ta n c e  b e c a u s e  Truman and S t a l i n  seemed t o  

p u t  up w i th  C h u r c h i l l ' s  c h i l d i s h  argum ents  and  speeches  

r a t h e r  th a n  to  r e s p e c t  h i s  o p in io n .  Anyway, a s  I  s a id ,  t h i s  

was an  o r i g i n a l  c o n c e p t  f o r  me, and p ro b a b ly  i s  n o t p o r ­

t r a y e d  by many h i s t o r i a n s ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  by F e i s .

In  f a c t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s i m i l a r  d ip lo m a t ic  

o p in io n s ,  F e is  te n d e d  to  g roup  C h u r c h i l l  and Truman 

t o g e t h e r ,  w hich  i n  my o p in io n  was im proper  and  b ia s e d .  

T e c h n ic a l ly ,  F e i s  p r e s e n t e d  each  l e a d e r ' s  o p in io n  s e p a r a t e l y .  

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  F e i s  r e p e a t e d l y  began  each  s e c t io n  o r  

i s s u e  w i th  a c o n c i s e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  o p in io n s  o f  each o f  t h e  

l e a d e r s  a t  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  He even  te n d e d  to  fo llo w  a l i n e  

up w hich u s u a l l y  was S t a l i n  o r  Truman f i r s t ,  th e n  C h u r c h i l l ,  

fo l lo w e d  by M olo tov  and B y rn e s .  T h is  became, to  say t h e  

l e a s t ,  more d u l l  and b o r in g  w i th  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a p t e r .  

A lso ,  i t  caused  t h e  v a r i o u s  p rob lem s to  seem t o  b lu r  

t o g e t h e r  i n t o  one b ig  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e .  Due to  h i s  

monotonous p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  F e i s  f a i l e d  to  make any c o n v e r s a ­

t i o n s ,  p rob lem s , o r  d e a l s  memorable t o  th e  r e a d e r .

In  c o n t r a s t ,  M ee 's  c h a p te r s  v a r i e d ,  j u s t  as t h e  

m e e t in g s  and a t t i t u d e s  p ro b a b ly  v a r i e d .  Mee em phasized  

th in g s  such  as  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  C h u r c h i l l ' s  a n x i e t y  about t h e
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upcoming e l e c t i o n ,  v a r i o u s  l e t t e r s  to  home, th e  im p re s s io n s  

o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  s k i r m is h  a t t i t u d e  s h a re d  by m ost a b o u t  t h e  

P o l i s h  l e a d e r s  coming to  t h e  m e e t in g ,  and he  to o k  th e  

t r o u b l e  to  add p h o to g ra p h s .  S u r p r i s i n g l y  enough, I  can 

e a s i l y  remember t h a t  P o lan d  was a  m ajo r  i s s u e  a t  t h e  

Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce  due to  M ee 's  c h a p te r  e n t i t l e d  "The 

D readed  P e o p le . "  Mee a l s o  c l a r i f i e d  C h u r c h i l l ' s  r a t h e r  

p i t i f u l  f e e l i n g s  when he  was n o t  r e - e l e c t e d ,  and th e  im pac t 

o f  h i s  ab se n c e  on t h e  r e m a in in g  m e e t in g s  a t  Potsdam . I  can  

remember t h i s  by M ee 's  c h a p te r  e n t i t l e d  "The Big Two." Not 

o n ly  w ere  h i s  t i t l e s  e f f e c t i v e ,  h i s  e n t i r e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was 

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and c o n s id e r in g  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  he made i t  more 

e x c i t i n g  th a n  I  co u ld  have  e v e r  im ag in ed .  I t  was n i c e ,  

a l s o ,  to  l e a r n  ab o u t t h e  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  J a p a n e se  

word " M okusatsu" by  t h e  Am erican p r e s s  — a f i n e  b i t  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  t r i v i a  t h a t  I  can a lw ays t r e a s u r e !  The exam ples 

c i t e d  a r e  few, b u t  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  M ee 's  e n t i r e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n .  By s t r e s s i n g  f e e l i n g s ,  Mee su c c e e d e d  in  

making an u n i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r  i n t e r e s t e d  — he made me f e e l  

l i k e  I  was g e t t i n g  t h e  i n s i d e  s t o r y  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  s t r a i g h t  

f a c t s  ( l i k e  F e i s  d i d ) .

However, H e r b e r t  F e i s  does  have a  few a s s e t s .  One 

o f  t h e  m ost s u c c e s s f u l  a r e a s  i n  F e i s '  book was co n ce rn ed  

w i th  t h e  f i r s t  a tom ic  bomb t e s t .  He p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  

q u i t e  e f f i c i e n t l y .  I t  was v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  l e a r n  th e  

im m edia te  im p re s s io n s  o f  s e v e r a l  in v o lv e d  eye w i t n e s s e s .
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However, t h i s  in fo r m a t io n  c o n s i s t e d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  

q u o te d  m a t e r i a l .  Thus, b e in g  one o f  h i s  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  

s e c t i o n s ,  t h i s  does n o t  sa y  much f o r  F e i s 1 w r i t i n g  

a b i l i t i e s .  But, i f  I  n eed ed  to  do a r e s e a r c h  p a p e r  on the  

Potsdam  C o n fe ren ce ,  1 w ould  r e l y  more h e a v i l y  on t h i s  

p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I t  w ould b e  e a s i e r  to  f i n d  a  c e r t a i n  f a c t  in  

h i s  book, due to  h i s  sequence  o f  in f o r m a t io n  and  t h e  t i t l e s  

o f  h i s  c h a p t e r s .  He more o f t e n  th a n  n o t  to o k  e ach  prob lem  

s e p a r a t e l y  to  a  c h a p t e r ,  and th e n  d e a l t  w i t h  t h a t  p rob lem  in  

f u l l .  T h is  i s  an e f f e c t i v e  method f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

i n f o r m a t io n ,  h u t  n o t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  r e a d i n g  s t r a i g h t  

th ro u g h  t h e  book (a s  I  was f o r c e d  to  d o ) .

I n  th e  same p a t t e r n  o f  c o n t r a s t  a s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  

F e i s  and Mee d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  o p in io n s  on t h e  ch angeover  

from  R o o se v e l t  a t  Y a l t a  t o  Truman a t  Po tsdam . F e i s  f e l t  

t h a t  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  two c o n f e re n c e s  was due t o  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  a t  Y a l t a  t h e r e  was a bond o f  m i l i t a r y  dependence 

be tw een  t h e  'B ig  T h r e e ' ,  and t h a t  t h i s  f o r c e d  th e  l e a d e r s  to  

g e t  a lo n g  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r .  Mee f e l t  t h a t  any d i f f e r e n c e s  

be tw een  t h e  c o n fe re n c e s  was due to  t h e  change  from  R o o sev e lt  

t o  Truman. Mee was p a r t i a l  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  

o f  th e  two P r e s id e n t s  d i f f e r e d ,  t h u s ,  l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  was a 

change i n  th e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  t h e  'B ig  

T h r e e ' . As Mee em p h as ized , th o u g h ,  Truman h a n d le d  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  w e l l ,  and e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  own r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  

S t a l i n  and C h u r c h i l l .
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O v e r a l l ,  Mee t a u g h t  me a  l o t  more ab o u t  t h e  Potsdam 

C o nference  th a n  F e is .  I  k e p t  f a l l i n g  a s l e e p  as  I  a t te m p te d  

to  r e a d  th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by F e i s !  .A l s o ,  t h e  t e m p ta t io n  to  

skim  o v e r  th e  words was to o  g r e a t  to  r e s i s t  a s  I  r e a d  

Between War and P eace : The Potsdam  C o n fe re n c e . On th e

c o n t r a r y ,  a s  I  have r e p e a t e d l y  s t a t e d ,  M ee 's  M ee tin g  a t  

Potsdam was much more e n jo y a b le ,  and j u s t  as  p ack ed  w i th  

in f o r m a t io n .  Maybe e n jo y a b le  and  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e  n o t  th e  

g r e a t e s t  compliments t o  an a u th o r ,  b u t  i n  my o p in io n  th o se  

q u a l i t i e s  a r e  e x t re m e ly  im p o r ta n t  components o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

w r i t e r .

n o t e :  p l e a s e  e x c u s e  my t y p e w r i t t e r 1s u rg e  to  ty p e  i n
re d  in k — i t s  un c o n to l a b l e !  a l s o  p l e a s e  
f o rg iv e  my u n f i l l e d  p ag e ,  b u t  I  was a s  dumb as 
u s u a l  and p u t  some o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  o f  u n t i l  th e  
l a s t  m inu te  and  i t ' s  dawn and I  have  a l r e a d y  
d ra in e d  my m ind o f  any l o g i c a l  t h i n k i n g . . .  
p e r io d .  Thank you,

JLR

A u th o r 's  n o t e :  In  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  ty p e d  copy o f  t h e  e s s a y ,
a l l  u n d e r l i n i n g  was done i n  r e d  i n k .
This e x p l a i n s  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  r e f e r e n c e  
to  t h e  " t y p e w r i t t e r ' s  u rg e  to  ty p e  i n  
re d  i n k .  . . . "
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