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Above: Voters present their identification as others cast their ballots at the Rutherford County Election Commission, also pictured
bottom right. Below, left: Zack Marshall, seated left, and Warren Isenhour distribute information in the KUC.

Students cast
early ballots for
Super Tuesday

By Dan Potter

Community News Editor

Thursday is the last day of early voting in the Tennessee state
primary election, which will take place Tuesday, Feb. 5.

Voters must be registered in Rutherford County to participate
here, but are not required to affiliate with a specific party.

Although on Thursday voters may participate at such locations
as the office of the Rutherford County Election Commission on
the Square, “on election day, registered voters must vote at the pre-
cinct they are assigned,” said H. Hooper Penuel, Jr., administrator
of elections.

Early voting began Jan. 16, Penuel said, and as of Tuesday, some
7,280 people had voted, including absentees.

Among those striving to get out the vote is the group Students
for Barack Obama, said Steven Barnes, an advisor to a student or-
ganization on campus and a volunteer with the Obama campaign.

“In the past, so many young people, particularly the 18 to 30 age
group, have felt like their involvement in the political process is
meaningless,” Barnes said. “But I think what we’ve seen in earlier
primaries in this election process, the voter turnout from young
people—college students in particular-has played a significant im-
pact in the outcome.”

The group is providing free transportation from campus to voting
sites. Shuttles go from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and depart at the top of every
hour from the Keathley University Center. Those wishing to receive
a ride can sign up at the organization’s table on the second floor.

Barnes noted that identification is necessary to vote, and that
while it’s too late to register for the primaries, there is still plenty of
time before the general election in November.

“Early voting is instrumental to college students because of the
of it,” said Zach Marshall, state coordinator of Students for
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Plea bargain

possible for
Kevin Sisco

By Dan Potter

Community News Editor

An assistant district attorney will offer a plea agreement next
week to the defense attorney of Kevin Sisco, a former MTSU stu
dent who is charged with attempted murder
nrst \lz‘glu'k'
murder in the beating of Ashley Manis at Jim Cummings Hall
where she and Sisco both lived.

Sisco was charged in September with attempted

“The defense attorney and myself will sit down and discuss the
case” on Feb. 4, said Assistant District Attorney Paul Newman.
“We’ll have a written offer prepared for them.

“I can’t tell you what the offer would be,” Newman said

On Feb. 21, the defense will formally accept or reject the offes
“they could ask for a continuance,” Newman said. “If there was a
trial set it would probably be in 60 to 90 days.’

Sisco faces heavy consequences if convicted, Newman said. “At
tempted first-degree murder is a class A felony” and carries a pos
sible prison sentence of 15 to 25 years. Sisco is also char

possession ofa weapon on school property—a misdemeanor

Murfreesboro Police Department Detective James Abbott said
in a preliminary hearing in November that Sisco admitted to beat
ing Manis, the Daily News Journal reported.

Manis, who suffered head trauma and several broken bones in
the alleged attack, “has not completely recovered,” Newman said
“I have talked to [her] father, I plan on talking to him again.”

The case is set for the court of Judge Don Ash, where it is routine
for the prosecution and the defense to consider a deal before trial, |
Newman said. 1

Sisco is represented by Guy Dotson Jr. The defense attorney did |
not return calls to his office Wednesday. ‘

Gene Fitch, associate vice president for Student Affairs and ‘
dean of Student Life, said MTSU Judicial Affairs could not com- ‘
ment on the case, however, “Kevin Sisco has been incarcerated, so
it makes it difficult” to investigate because they do not have access |
to the suspect. ‘
+ Newman commended local law enforcement for helping the dis- ;
trict attorney’s office prepare for the case, saying “I think that the |
MTSU police working with the Murfreesboro city police have done |
an outstanding job of putting this case together.” ‘

He also noted two MTSU criminal justice majors are serving as |
interns and helping collect information. “That’s been of great as- |
sistance to us.”

Community News

Students protest the Genocide Awareness Project in Fall, 2007.

Abortion resolution
passes Senate again

By Lucas L. Johnson II

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) _ A resolution that would change the
state’s constitution to allow more limits on abortion has again passed
the Senate but still may face challenges in the lower chamber.
I'he measure sponsored by Sen. Diane Black, R-Gallatin, passed
) on Wednesday. It has passed the Senate before, but repeatedly
a subcommittee of the Democrat-controlled House.
seeks to nullify a state Supreme Court ruling that
[ennessee Constitution offers greater protection for abortion
the U.S. Constitution.
¢ proposal would say that “nothing in this Constitution se-
ires or protects a right to abortion or requires the funding of

an abortion.

measure

rights than

amendment added to the resolution would allow
lawmakers to change statutes regarding abortion in cases of rape,
incest or the mother’s safety.

“I'm pleased with the passage,” Black said. “This is a good day
for the people of Tennessee; to restore to the people the power of
their constitution.”

However, an

Before the vote, lawmakers debated over several proposed
amendments to the resolution, all of which failed or were with-
drawn. One proposal by Sen. Beverly Marrero said in part that “the
government shall not punish a woman for ending a pregnancy”
when she is the victim of incest, rape, or to save her life.

“The majority of people in this state are not in favor of a woman
carrying a baby to term that’s been raped,” the Memphis Democrat
said before the vote on her amendment. “The majority of the peo-

[ ple in this state are in favor of the language of this amendment.”

The last time a similar resolution passed the Senate was in 2006.
That same year, however, it failed in the Public Health and Family

See Abortion, 3
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MTV SPRING BREAK

Panama City Beach
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com

FREE SPRING BREAK
MopDEL SEARCH CALENDAR
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.

Vanderbilt

Have you ever used it <

. ECSTACY or MARAJUANA !

| - or OTHER eles o
RECREATIONAL DRUGS? 1 i v i

| ack to scho

Do get a great cut

If you, are you are between the ages ot
18-35, you may qualify fora research study |
that examines the effects@f prior drug use

- on brain functioning. If you qualify, you will
recieve a brief medical and psychiatric
evaluation. In addition, you will have a

| series of MRI (magnetic resonance imag-

ing) tests

P

Do get a professional massage

Do get a rejuvenating facial

Do get a real manicure
Participants will be compensated up to
$150.00 for their time and effort.
This study is sponsored by the National

Institutes of Health.
Study conducted by Dr. Ronald Cowan.

'» } |
For more information,
_ call Vanderbilt at l
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Pro1o Covrresy oF CourtNey Eason
MTSU student Courtney Eason is one of four finalist chosen in
a contest to appear in an Oscar Mayer commercial.

S8 Committee OKs changes

to law on licenses for
legal immigrants

C oénmimhy Brief
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Evening Care for Children
Kindergarden through $th grade
923 E. Lytle Street

{behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220

wwwmtso.edo/ eesp Monday-Thursday $:00-9:30
Fees:

434,00 weelkly, first child *10.00 weekly
+18.00 daily. first child additional ehildren
420.00 registration fee ¢8.00 daily,
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CRIME BRIEFS

Theft Drug Abuse
Cason-Kennedy Nursing Building Corlew Hall
'he subject came in and wanted to report a Christina Mari¢"Connolly was charged with
lost backpack and book. a simple possession of marijuana
Jan. 22, 10:24 p.m. Jan. 27,4 p.m.
Iheft Theft
Revnolds Hall James E. Walker Library
\ motorcycle was reported stolen. A female subject made a complaint that
someone stole money from her wallet at the M EXICAN G Rl Lt
Jan. 23,11:33 a.m. library. I : . ;
Theft DINE-IN &« CARRY OUT
Nicks Hall Jan. 27, 4:03 p.m. : Sun. - Sat. » 11 am - 10 pm
The subject called and requested an officer Drug Abuse ‘ -
i_n rcfcrcmc to some items that were stolen Orchard Lot ; 417 N THOM P ‘ON L/\N E
from his computer bag. Shawn T. Rudolph was caught with a simple (NI’XI DOOR TO HAamrron Innd
possession of marijuana and drug parapher Ty " g
Jan. 23, 4:04 p.m. nalia
Drug Abuse
Judd Hall Jan. 28, 11:42 a.m.
An officer was requested to come help with Vagrancy
a room search. Jones Hall
\n officer was requested to go to Jones Hall
Jan. 25, 2:54 p.m. to identifv a male with a backpack, who was
Vagrancy rving to purchase books. The subjects worl
James E. Walker Library for Textbook Brokers in Gallatin and
Rick, a worker at the librarv., called advising { t oks from professors tor then

that there were non-students looking
nography. Both of the subjects were isst
pass warnings and escorte

to their vehicle Jan. 29. 1:36p

Jan. 25,9:09 p.m.

\larm

.\1!“&" Horse Colo

\ ?.!1\& nre atarm ou
rvthing appeared attir

Jan. 26, 8:52 p.m I - ey
T'heft | I G, Ot e | He our guests with

J,wn‘» .' ; ncht, valu ryone as family and

la ding I/'/"v‘ e /?-5'2{1‘./}.'

S tesses « Bartenders ¢ Line & Production Cooks

‘ alists » Bussers * Dishwashers
Between Friday, Jar
machines were broken into on camp ocated on the ‘
classroom level of the ‘\’;n';'(w. Center at ’ 1 basement of K :
Old Main. Crime Stoppers are offering $ 1000 for a fo tion that leads to tl
person or persons responsible o ) 8 E

\ L) :

A 177 Magnavox LCD television and DVD player were stolen from room 115 of Sims [Hall | /,“,,' ‘ '///)
- = = R S 'y i N
tween 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15 2007 and 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 13 2008. The serial nus ANY {4 ’.”"‘v
£
for the television set is LLO00525028903. A sum of $300 will be rewarded tor any

on the stolen television set

\ Dell LCD computer monitor was stolen from room 216 of the Davis Scier

between 12 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 8 and 8 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 11. A reward of $3( P —— = —_—

fered to anvone that might have information on the computer monito |

\ $1000 reward is being offered on information that leads to the arrest of t

who are responsible for breaking out the glass in the bus stop next to the Sig
lon House, located on Greek Row. This felony was committed at approximat
[uesday, Jan. 8.

Between 4 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 7 and 1:50 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 11 a men’s |
a black band and a silver face was stolen from room 107 from the Photography |
information on the stolen watch, a cash sum of $300 could be awarded

If anyone has any information on the three vending machines that were b
contact Crime Stoppers at 898-7867 (STOP) between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4: 5
through Friday. All callers will remain anonymous.

If you have any information about this crime please call the Department of Public Satet
898-2424, or you may call Crime Stoppers at 893-STOP.

ABORTION: Sen.

Continued from page 1

Assistance subcommittee, which was chaired by  of abortion rights, is not required to sig

Rep. Mary Pruitt. posed constitutional amendments
The Nashville Democrat currently heads the no power to veto them.
panel and said earlier Wednesday that she’s un- Abortion rights advocates in genera
sure about its chances this year. the measure is a stepping stone to prohibit
“I’'m waiting to see what the bill will look like abortions in Tennessce.
when it’s sent to us,” she said. “Today the Senate laid the groundwon

Nevertheless, Black said after the vote that she’s  toward outlawing abortion in Tenne
optimistic about the resolution’s chances given Hedy Weinberg, executive director of |
the display of bipartisanship in the Senate. can Civil Liberties Union of Tennessee. W

“I'm hoping that this year will be the year given  additionally disturbing is that the senators

the kind of bipartisan support we had today, and  not to protect the women of Tennessee by pro
| think we will have that same support over in the  viding exceptions for women who were victin
House,” she said. of rape or incest and became pregnant, or whos ITe & 1 _,' " LA L "_/ i i
T'he 2000 ruling threw out state laws that re-  lives were in danger. 4 Btz 2 oslh A el ‘
quired a 48-hour waiting period before abor- Sen. Roy Herron said he voted against the reso : il 4 ¥ 4

tions, that abortion clinics must provide detailed  lution because it lacked such protections. Th t

information about the procedure and that all but ~ Dresden Democrat is sponsoring his own legisla

first-term abortions be performed in hospitals. tion that calls for certain requirements before a
If the resolution were to eventually pass both  abortion, such as a 24-hour waiting period and

chambers this session and gain two-thirds ap- informed consent prior to an abortion.

proval by lawmakers during the next two-year “What will be interesting now is to sce whether

General Assembly, the proposed change would those who voted for STR0127 allegedly to restor

iy |

go before voters in the 2010 election. those protections, will vote for this bill,” Herron
Gov. Phil Bredesen, a Democrat and supporter  said.
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| How excited are you about Bonnaroo 20087
a) I already have my bags packed.
b) I'll buy a ticket in March.

c¢) Bonna-who?

Go to mtsusidelines.com to answer

» \ 1'_,) mru}? r “\'

Bonnaroo 2008

What we hope and expect from the beloved music festival

By Nathan Perry

Contributing Writer

Picture this: a great festival celebrating the
music and arts, an open expanse filled with
people who love to sit and listen to music and
the opportunity to experience the greatness
of arts and crafts. This feeling of diversity
incorporated into the entire vicinity is what
encompasses this majestic event.

It’s hard to actually imagine all of the ecsta-
sy incorporated into one defined area. It’s an
even greater stretch to hope for such an event
to happen in our home state of Tennessee.

However, if one was to doubt the last state-
ment, they would be gravely mistaken. Ten-
nessee is the host of one Bonnaroo, one of the
greatest music and arts festivals in the world.

For everyone out there who has never heard
of the epic event, which only happens once a
year, you are in luck. Bonnaroo is a four day
festival that is located on a 700 acre farm in
the rural country side of Manchester, which
is in scenic Coffee County, less than an hour
drive away. The annual event happens every
June and brings artists from all genres of
music into one place. Instead of the normal
concert atmosphere, Bonnaroo offers three
stages to give it’s listeners background music
for their entire four days. No matter the time
of day, there is always something to be heard.

There are a variety of other entertainment
options besides the three stages of bands. For
example, there is a comedy club, silent disco
and even an on-site movie theatre. With all
these events packed into one space, it keeps
bringing people back each year so they can
experience everything Bonnaroo has to offer.

Movie Review
N %
0

waiting since last June to

Bonnaroo '08 will hold in

then you have most likely no

the changes recently on the event’s Web
site. It is now more vibrant and has an easy to
navigate interface. Obviously, Superfly Pres
ents, the company that handles Bonnaroo and
owns the land it is held on, is on the move.
Soon tickets will start being sold and artists
will be announced, but until that day comes
there have been many rumors about who will
play and headline the event this year.

Until then, one can only go off rumors,
hopes and dreams of who they would like to
see at the music festival this summer.

Samantha Purdue, sophomore English ma-
jor, says that she would love to see Tom Petty
and the Heartbreakers headline the 'Roo.

“Tom Petty is completely amazing, and |
love him,” she says. “It would be a dream come
true if I could see him perform at Bonnaroo.”

Even though Petty has headlined Bonnaroo
before, there have been many bands invited
back year after year to perform once more.

Another sophomore, recording indus-
try major Kenny Torrella, said that “Wilco
[will be featured| because they are one of
my favorite bands and they have played the
"Roo before.”

However, if one were to ask what band has
been rumored to headline this year, the list
shortens to four of the greatest bands of all
time.

The first rumor that was announced was
that Pink Floyd, one of the most loved and
respected rock bands of all time, would be re-
uniting just to perform at Bonnaroo.

But as 2007 came to an end, the rumor dis-
sipated into a dark void. The second major

band rumored to be the poster group for the
festival was Metallica. Metallica was formed
in the '80s and has been redefining rock mu-
sic as a whole with each new album released.

[hirdly, a band who has been told that they
could headline two nights of the extrava
ganza (usually a band only plays one time) is
Pearl Jam. \ll[\'l'”\' has tried to get the band
to perform, but last year the band was unable
to attend due to their world tour.

Last, but not least, a band that needs no
introduction. They came into existence with
their first live performance on Oct. 15, 1968,
at the University of Surrey in Guildford, Eng
land. The band quickly rose to fame and has
been called “The best band of all time” by
Rolling Stone Magazine and is ranked number
one on VHI’s “100 Greatest Artists of Hard
Rock.” Only one band can claim these two
titles: the recently reunited Led Zeppelin.

All in all, it doesn’t really matter which
bands will actually take the stage at the Bonn
aroo Music and Arts Festival. The 'Roo, this
year will take place on June 12 through 15,
and will be an amazing sight. It is suspected

that Bonnaroo will only get better with each

year it occurs
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Ten ways to prepare for

the ‘Roo

1. Start taking candy from
strangers.

2. Don't bathe. Recruit your
friends to do the same to get
used to the smell.

3. Take a stereo into your
backyard, and practice sleep-
ing with it on full-volume.
4. Work on your hemp-
braiding skills.

5. When the cashier tells
you your water will be $1,
give her $10. Work on sup-
pressing the anger.

6. Let the bed bugs bite.

7. Scream at the top of your
lungs for as long as you can.
8. Buy air freshener and
deoderant spray as it goes
on sale.

9. Practice discovering the
meaning of life.

10. Get on a treadmill.
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‘Rambo’ is at it again

By Dale Maxfield

Contributing Writer

If you know what to expect from a Rambo
movie, then there will be no surprises for you in
this fourth installment of the franchise. And yes,
there will be carnage.

Sylvester Stallone returns as John Rambo, who
is still hanging around in Southeast Asia. A group
of mission workers need his help to get upstream.
After everything goes wrong, he has to save the
mission workers and become his true self and
face his destiny and blah blah blah.

The plot is not really important in this movie.
If you walk into the theater expecting some philo-
sophical revelation, | don’t know if I can help you.
People watch Rambo to see over-the-top violence.
Well, you will get that in this one.

My main problem with the film, though, is that

{out of hive)

there simply is not enough of it. For some reason,
Stallone (who directed the movie, his first direc-
tion of a Rambo movie) thought that it would be a
good idea to spend entirely too long on an exposi-
tion that no one cares much about. Included in
this hour plus exposition is some awful (although
sometimes unintentionally hysterical) dialogue.
The action comes way too late and does not last
very long at all, and before you know it, the end
credits start to roll.

It is my belief that Stallone thought that people
would take this movie for something more than a
mindless action flick. That mistake is usually fatal
in this genre. Fortunate for Stallone, the violence
at the end is so entirely ridiculous that it partly
makes up for the equally senseless story line.

There is a fine line between campy and stu-
pid. Rambo jumps back and forth across the line
frequently. This leaves the audience unsure of
whether to laugh at the movie or with it.

It’s movies like Meet the Spartans that make
me want to revise my star rating system and give
movies zero stars.

This is, without a doubt, one of the most worth-
less pieces of junk I have seen in theaters since,
WL‘”, Epit' Movie.

Jason Friedberg and Aaron Seltzer (the failures
of comedy) are back with Meet the Spartans. They
wrote (if you'd even call this a screenplay) and
directed (rather poorly) this film, as they have in
their other equally horrible spoof movies.

This spoof follows Leonidas (Sean Maguire)
and the 300 Spartans as they battle the army
of Xerxes (Ken Davitian from Borat) in “yo
momma” jokes, “Deal or No Deal,” and dance
competitions.

I swear to you, I'm not making this up.

This movie is bent on grossing the audience
out. The filmmakers probably invented eight
new mixes for mucus to throw on the charac-

‘Meet the Spartans.’ Or not.

(out of five)

ters. Even fourteen-year-old boys are bound to
be grossed out.

[ almost cried during this movie. It is pain-
ful to watch, literally, every single joke crash
and burn.

Friedberg and Seltzer have apparently gotten it
into their heads that all you have todo to in spoof
movies is reference the movie being spoofed, and
that automatically will make it funny.

Twenty page essays could be written on how
wrong this is, but I'll use an example.

How many college students have seen the mov-
ies that Airplane! is spoofed? Not many. Is Air-
plane! still funny to them?

Almost always.

People who have not seen what Meet the Spar-
tans is references will not find it funny.

Although, chances are, they won't ﬁnd it funny
anvway.
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Stay Up "Til Dawn

By Katy Coil

Assistant Features Editor

From seven Friday night until seven Saturday
morning, students will gather for Up “Til Dawn’s
grand finale event to help raise money for Saint
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.

Up “Til Dawn was a program started by St. Jude
Children’s Hospital in various college campuses
across the country and is divided into a series
of events that raise money for the non-profit re-
search hospital.

“There’s several different things we do,” says
Wil Shults, a sophomore public relations major
who is in his first year of involvement with Up
"Til Dawn. “The first is a letter writing campaign.
What happens is yourself and five other people
start a team and you and your five other team
members take 50 names and addresses and sent
people pre-packaged information to those ad
dresses. If those people donate money to St. Jude’s
then their money goes straight to St. Jude’s’

Most of the money Up "Til Dawn raises for St
Jude’s comes from the letter writing campaigns.

Other funds are raised by corporate sponsor
ships from local businesses in the Murfreesboro
area.
members will wear

Shults said.

“Friday night, all the team
shirts with sponsors names,

The finale Friday night is a large event involv
ing cooperation from several different groups i
order to raise money for St. Jude’s

“Everyone 1is invited to come to the Rec Cer
ter, all the team n

Murfreesboro com

wembers, non-members, an
munity members, but
members must pay $5 to get in,” Shults

“It starts at seven. There’s food, entertainme
a couple of Greek organizations will pout «
small step show, inflat: ables, and a couple of co
petitions from Up "Til Dawn team members
there will be a few speakers from St. Jude's
dren that are in remission or fully cure of ¢

who will come to speak.”

Last year, MTSU raised $95,000 for St. Jude’s
and this year they have a goal of $105,000. Up "Til
Dawn will continue raising money for St. Jude af
ter Friday night for a grand total at the end of the
year, but the grand finale is the big event.

“It’s a great way for students to do something
little to make a big contribution to children’s
lives,” Shults said.

Shults said that Up "Til Dawn has helped him
stay involved on campus.

“I'm trying to stay involved with organizations
on campus and | had some friends in Up 'Til

“They said as a PR major, this
would be a good way for me to get involved. If

Dawn,” he said.
you're someone from Rutherford Country or a
student, you can get involved.”

Shults also says that working to raise money for
St. Jude’s has made him realize the hard work that
goes into putting fundraising events together.

“It’s given me a greater appreciation for what
it takes to put up this event and organize it,” he
said. “Ten thousand dollars doesn’t come easy. It
gives you a greater appreciation of all the work
that goes into it, the work that you don’t see. It’s a
large collaboration of a lot of people’s energy.”

MTSU provided many organizations for stu-
dents to get involved with, though Shults feels
students do not always take advantage of these
(‘;‘PHI funities.

I think, especially a large school like MTSU,
there's always something to get involved in,” he

said. “There's always clubs, organizations, non-

profits. a lot of things to get involved in. I think
it’s a struggle to get students at MTSU involved
because they're not always on campus a lot other
than for campus
However, he doc | ve students do not
want to get involved
[here s always roos rovement,” Shults
said before adding, “How could vou say you don’t
want to help
Shults believes it i students
) g€t INVOIVE
| tl ime ot
ng o
of working witl
wv peers and further
xperience tor me working with th
nd getting the media involved,” he said
ts also beiieves the experience working
ith Up "Til Dawn has changed his outlook

When [ get old, get married, and have kids,
who's to say | won't have a kid who needs St.
Jude's?” Shults said. “It gives you a greater ap-
preciation for the things that they do. I think
you'll never know how a charitable organization
like St. Jude’s may help you or someone you love
or someone you know. When you're willing and

able, you should help out when you can. Its an

amazing, easy opportunity to help save lives

Quick Facts about St. Jude

# 5t. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, founded by the late entertainer
Danny Thomas, maintains 60 inpatient beds and treats about 260 patients
each day, about 5,100 in active status, most of whom are treated on an
outpatient basis.

¢ It is the first institution established for the sole purpose of conducting
basic and clinical research into catastrophic childhood diseases, mainly can-
cer. S5t. Jude is the largest childhood cancer research center in the world in
terms of the number of patients enrolled in research protocols and success-
fully treated.

# St. Jude has treated children from all 50 states and from around the
world.

# Research findings at St. Jude are shared with doctors and scientists all
over the world. St. Jude also enjoys a worldwide reputation as a teaching
facility. The medical and scientific staff published more than 500 articles in
academic journals in 2006.

@ St. Jude is the only pediatric research center where families never pay
for treatment not covered by insurance, and families without insurance are
never asked to pay.

# St. Jude continues an extensive expansion program to bolster the hos-
pital’s research and treatment efforts, while more than doubling the size
of its original campus. The expansion includes the GMP building, the na-
tion’s only pediatric research center on-site facility for production of highly
specialized treatments and vaccines, and an expanded Department of Im-
munology. The new Chili's Care Center integrates patient care and research
where rapidly evolving CT (computerized tomography) and MR (magnetic
resonance) technology will keep St. Jude at the cutting edge for radiation
therapy in a pediatric/adolescent setting.

¢ The hospital’s daily operating costs are approximately $1,267,349, which
are primarily covered by public contributions.

® More than 85 cents of every dollar received by ALSAC/St. Jude has gone
to the current or future needs of St. Jude.

# 5t. Jude pioneered a combination of chemotherapy, radiation and, when
necessary, surgery to treat childhood cancers. The hospital continues to ex-
pand the use of stem cell transplantation as treatment for pediatric cancers
and genetic diseases.

¢ Peter C. Doherty, PhD, of the St. Jude Immunology department, won the
Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine in 1996. He shares the award with
Rolf M. Zinkernagel, MD, of the University of Zurich. Their findings have led
to breakthroughs in the understanding and treatment of viral infections
and cancers, and in the development of organ transplant procedures and
vaccines.

stjude.org

#® Krista Brock — The Muse - 7 p.m. - $7

Jan. 31 Megan

Mccormick, Tommy and the
Whale, Altered Statesmen - First 100

¢ Bluesboro - Col Bruce - 9 p.m.
¢ Bunganut Pig—Ron & Flo Show

¢ Band of Heathens Showcase - 6 p.m.
- FREE

¢ Mike Younger with Simon Bruce
and Ben Cyllus -9 p.m. - $5 - the
Basement

#® Jazz and DJ - Liquid Smoke - 9 p.m.

# Stereohype - Bluesboro — 10 p.m.

4 Bunganut Pig - Ron & Flo Show

¢ Kirkenburt's - Kimber Cleveland

@ The Alley - Open Mic Night

people get in FREE

® Fake Ass Moonlanding - the Boro - 8
p.m.

¢ Miller's Grocery - Bluegrass Jam

¢ Liquid Smoke—Jazz
¢ The Alley—Open Mic Night

Feb. 6
¢ Liquid Smoke—Luke Pruitt
Feb. 2 ¢ The Alley—No Really
¢ S) and the Props — Wall Street - 9 p.m.
¢ Plow'd - the Boro -8 p.m.
¢ Club 527 - The Compromise, New
Deception, Three City Stars, Chris

Love

Feb. 7
¢ Roger K Newman: Civil Liberties,
Surveillance and Terrorism - BAS
State Farm Room - 7 p.m. - FREE
Feb. 1 ¢ Mr. Paradise - the Boro - 8 p.m
¢ Incredible Heat Machine, Jesco - Wall
Street -9 p.m.
¢ Reign Supreme, Pound for Pound,
Gorilla Warfare, Kick to the Head

- the Muse - 7 p.m. to 12 p.m. -

Feb. 4
¢ Bluesboro—Dave’s Living Room Jam Feb. 8
4 Dan VeVivo and “Crossing Arizone” -
KUC Theatre - 7 p.m.

¢ Ballhog w/tba - the Basement - 9

Feb.5
€ Basement’'s New Faces Nite w/Brett

$10 Rosenberg, Derek Hulquist, Molly p.m.-$7
® The Basement’s 3 Year Anniversary w/ Irene, Andrew Johnson, Adam & Old Union, Stateliner - Wallstreet - 9
Wildcard Family Revival, The Clutters, Burrows, Bonnie Whitmore and p.m.

Old Ceremony, Hotpipes,
USA, The Frolics,

Pizza Party
The Selmanaires,

Jot Tucker — the Basement — 8 @ Evervigilant — the Boro - 8 p.m.
p.m. - FREE ¢ Mr. Paradise - The Boro Bar and Grill

DO YOU’ Iisten to music?
| :rw‘iyou form opinions?
Tell us about them.

mmmmmm
Mmmmu

“hskally any kind of reviewers
for our entertainment pages.

PROGRAM

SUMMER STUDY INTERNSH

Earn 10 academic credits
in 12 weeks. You choose
two courses, and we’ll
arrange your internship.

BOSTON
L\l\kl{\ll\}
SUMMER TERM

Areas of Study:
« Arts and Culture
+ Business and Management
« Film and Media Studies
« Graphic and Web Design
« International Studies
« Politics and Public Policy
» Psychology and Social Policy
« Self-Designed Track — Z
*I was able to land an internship at the
architecture firm of Shepley Bulfinch
Richardson & Abbott. The firm currently designs
buildings throughout the country and
even Intemationally. | am Interested in “green”
building and SBRA makes this a priority.”
Graphic and Web Design intern, 2007

APPLY BY MAY 2, 2008

www.bu.edu/summer/internship
617-353-0556
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Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all readers. Please
e-mail letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and include your name and a phone
number for verification. Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters. We
reserve the right to edit for grammar, length and content.

Letters PO]ICY' Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit student-produced

newspaper of Middle Tennessee State University. Sidelines publishes Mon-
day and Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and Wednesday dur-
ing June and July. The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual

writers and not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU.

From the Editorial Board:
Bill endangers rights
for women to choose

Why would congressmen want to change the Tennessee statutes
governing the conditions under which a woman can legally obtain

an abortion?

Could it be out of concern for the medical rights of teenagers?

Privacy rights or safety concerns perhaps?
Or could it be election-year pandering to a powerful and influ- |
: Ve < 5 |
ential voter base - that is, fundamentalist, anti-choice Christians? |

Indecd. it appears to be exactly this — part of a Christian agenda

to stowly chip away Roe vs. Wade and the women's rights it entails.
\Ithough, ironically enough. Sen. Diane Black, sponsor of the bill,
savs this 1s more about power for the people. It really only gives
mMore Power 1o fetusces, but [ll('\ re not even old L'Hnl!gh {0 vote,
One of the founding principles of the American way of life is that
people can disagree on almost anything they want, and no one has

the vight to make them believe otherwise.

Fundamentalist Christians use this argument all the time to
repel science and logic where they threaten to invade the Bible's
narrow purview of reality. They claim that scientists, scholars and
other scum who are governed by “reason™ and “facts™ have no
place imposing their values on others. Yet, what are the Funda
mentalists doing?

Regardless, when so inclined, they readily switch gears and push
on others — hence the steady encroa

bortion rights.

s obsured, considering

the people of Tenness
constitution.”
r's rights 1s restoring act
constitution allots to them as citizens? Not evervone beliey

fion

g although Black seems to 1 K s¢
In fa t e

resolution provides no protection for women
rape or whose lives fanger. Fun
ecause God 1

her own lite, Ot it1s worth

T woulg Just Like
+t0 femind the Ameri-
(afl Peorle that my
Orfonent | a Pr)aryhrf({/.

e

Like

Wwould

mY ofponent €njoys--
EATING PUPPLES,

+0 Say +hat

= |[”

L5 1+ G 0r do they gg
\ess Matur€ \with €ach
| @lection :

AMaz ingly they7e ,3

both in +he Sam¢
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A0
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“And Friends”

frankhasenmueller@gmail.com

Frank Hasenmueller

United

“We are turning into a nation of whim-
pering slaves to Fear - fear of war, fear of
poverty, fear of random terrorism, fear of
getting down-sized or fired because of the
plunging economy, fear of getting evicted
for bad debts, or suddenly getting locked
up in a military detention camp on vague
charges of being a Terrorist sympathizer.”

Hunter S. Thompson had a point. To

hose who follow the actions of the govern-
ment, a long string of erosions of civil liber-
ties have eclipsed the cause of national se-
curity for the past seven years in particular;
but really for our entire history

It’s easy to overlook. It’s easy to say some
thing like “that could never happen in MY
Ameyica,” but it happens on our watch

Ask the PL’HPIL‘ that President John Ad
ams imprisoned under the Alien and Sedi
tion Acts of 1798. Under these laws, anyone
suspected of trying to “unlawfully combine
or conspire together, with intent to oppose
any measure or measures of the government

of the United States” could “be punished by

Faces in
the Crowd

How do you feel about
Bonnaroo? Are you going
to attend?

Katz

“I went last year and | loved it, but | also think it was overpriced.
| am thinking about replacing Bonnaroo with summer camp.”
-Jake Goings, junior psychology major

“| think it's a fun place to go to, but its expensive and you have to
buy your tickets early. | am not going to attend this time. | would
like to go one year for the experience.”

-Casey Kalz, junior nutrition major

Duke

“It's a great opportunity to hear new music. | have discovered a
lot of bands that | listen to from there. It is a great way to meet
new people and culture yourself too.”

-Chad Duke, junior recording industry major

“I think we need more festivals like it. Although it is a pricey
ticket, the spirit of the outdoor music festival is very positive.”
-Jerry Teague, sophomore history major

SIDELINES
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1301 East Main Street P.O. Box 8
Murfreeshoro, TN 37132
Editorial: (615) 904-8357 Advertising:
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| a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars,

and by imprisonment during a term not less
than six months nor exceeding five years.”
Adams extended this act to anyone writing
or speaking against his policies, including a
drunk named Luther Baldwin. The owner
of Baldwin’s tavern overheard his com-
ments on the President, turned him in, and
caused him to be imprisoned and fined for
his opinions. Merely 11 years after the sign-
ing of the Constitution, the freedoms of the
press and speech were sharply curtailed by
a president who squelched his opposition.

In 1801, a newly elected President Thom-
as Jefferson rectified this miscarriage of
justice. Jefferson pardoned and reimbursed
all of Adams’ political prisoners.

Lest the reader think that it ended there,
another Sedition Act was passed in 1918.
Dissent was considered harmful to wartime
morale — sound familiar? This Sedition Act
went further than Adams’. In it, anyone
who “when the United States is at war, shall
willfully utter, print, write or publish any
disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive lan-
guage about the form of government of the
United States” was subject to “a fine of not
more than $10,000 or the imprisonment for
not more than twenty years, or both.”

Eugene V. Debs, a socialist organizer and
politician, was convicted under this law
and sentenced to 10 years in prison for his
veiled anti-war commentary during World
War 1. The presiding judge likened Debs’
opinions to shouting “fire” in a crowded
theater. This law was repealed in 1921, and
President Warren G. Harding commuted
Debs’ sentence, though he had already
served two years. The Sedition Act of 1918
was also used aggressively on members and
organizers of labor unions, showing a clear
legislated discrimination against suspected
communists.

During World War II, approximately
120,000 Japanese and Japanese-Americans
were removed from their homes on the
West Coast and sent to camps in horrible
conditions in remote locations throughout
the country. Yes, it happened. Worse still,
most of the people interned were legitimate
American citizens. Their only crime was
their Japanese heritage, ostensibly mak-
ing them likely to sabotage the war effort.
This did not happen to people of German
descent, as they were simply a larger, better-
assimilated group.

In the 1950s, the “Second Red Scare”
produced some frightening legislation, and

Managing Editor
Mary Rose Fox*
sidelinesmanager@gmail.com
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Richard Lowe

slsports@misu.edu

Production
Amy Jones
sltads@misu.edu

States of fear

' The Pen is Mightier

By Evan Barker
Staff Columnist

equally frightening institutions. Senator
Joseph McCarthy R-Wisc. appeared be-
fore Congress with a ‘list’ of alleged com-
munists working in the State Department.
Hundreds of these alleged subversives
were illegally imprisoned, to the resound-
ing support of the public. Thousands more
lost their jobs with little or no due process,
simply for having their politics called into
question, let alone undergoing any actual
trial. ]. Edgar Hoover of the FBI was frus-
trated that judges took issue with his illegal
tactics. He built a secret “dirty tricks” team
called COINTELPRO, whose misdeeds in-
cluded burglarizing American Civil Liber-
ties Union offices and planting forged doc-
uments to portray people as subversives.

Instead of operating legitimately, Hoover
chose to conduct illegal searches and black-
mail of suspected leftists. Still, the public
overwhelmingly supported the underhand-
ed tactics of COINTELPRO, in the name of
fighting communism. They were afraid.

Why the laundry-list of horrendous
government misdeeds? There is a popular
perception that our government may have
done these things in the past, and that it
is more just and equitable now. Sadly, no.
In part, by our blind support of a secretive
government, we the citizens, enable the
Powers that Be to erode our democracy on
a daily basis. By continually extending the
benefit of the doubt to our leaders, we are
selling our own liberties cheaply.

In October 2001, a month after the attacks
of Sept. 11, the USA PATRIOT Act virtually
flew through Congress. As the nation reeled
in shock, anger and fear, we received the
worst blow to constitutionally guaranteed
liberties since the Alien and Sedition Acts
of 1798. Our nation was so afraid that only
one senator, Russ Feingold D-Wisc., had
the presence of mind to challenge the law’s
overreaching encroachment on individual
liberties. He was rewarded for his vigilance
by accusations of being unpatriotic.

The PATRIOT Act gave the Federal gov-
ernment a virtually free pass to financial
records, telephone calls, Internet records,
voice mail, and snail mail, without judicial
oversight. Furthermore, the Act allowed,
for a time, warrantless “sneak and peek”
searches - physical breaking and entering
without disclosure to the suspect.

Yes, YOUR America. Yours and mine.

The easiest counter-argument against
people concerned about the PATRIOT Act
is the ever-popular ‘if you have nothing to
hide, you have nothing to fear.” This argu-
ment is a logical abortion. Wrongdoing is
created wherever law enforcement goes.
Why should a citizen forfeit their right to
privacy irrevocably to a government that
shows utter contempt for the rule of law?

History repeats. The rhetoric directed at
doubters of the PATRIOT Act is eerily simi-
lar to McCarthy’s rhetoric in the '50s.

“If you're not with us, you're against us.”
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No. It is possible, and patriotic, for one
to support our nation while expressing dis-
dain (or disgust) for its policies.

Henry David Thoreau was jailed in 1846
for refusing to pay his taxes. He disagreed
so strongly with the Mexican-American
War that he would not send his money to
the government that waged it.

Again, why the sordid stories of the past?

This very week, Congress will debate
whether or not to grant immunity from
lawsuits to several telecommunications
companies. Why is this important? If your
phone provider is Verizon, AT&T or others,
the government may own all of your call re-
cords, and your Internet records.

Do you know someone in another coun-
try? Do you call them on the phone? Sur-
prise, you're under surveillance, and your
phone company is barred from telling you.

“But wait,” you might say, “I've done
nothing wrong!” It matters not, because by
not opposing Washington, you allow this.
The immunity question is pressing because
if the telecom companies are given it, you
may not sue them for their surrender of your
private information. (By the way, President
Bush has threatened to veto a bill that does
not grant these companies immunity.)

This applies to everyone. If you do not
protest this fishing expedition of unprec-
edented scale, you could be caught in it. Si-
lence is the voice of complicity. It is time for
all of us to take the responsibility for our
misdeeds, and push back at an overreach-
ing cabal of the few and powerful.

The internment of our citizens during
World War II happened because the rest of
America did not fight a flagrant violation
of civil rights. They were afraid of the war.
Internment did not apply to mainstream
Americans, so they allowed it to happen.

The fear-mongering war on the political
left of the 1950s happened because America
allowed itself to be cowed by McCarthy and
the ultra-right wing. In closed-minded,
white-hot fear of communism, America
gave its overzealous leaders carte blanche to
trample the unpopular, all in the name of
patriotism and protecting our people.

Past injustices were remedied as legisla-
tion was overturned and pardons issued.
Not in 2008.

Bush asks for “trust” of his McCarthy-
esque methods. He wants us not to question
his motives or methods. He tells us that we
are unpatriotic for doing so, and that by not
being “with” him, we are against our coun-
try. He pushes for legal extensions of his il-
legal practices: warrantless surveillance of
citizens and an Orwellian super-organiza-
tion of FBI, CIA, NSA and Homeland Secu-
rity to scrutinize your every movement.

The cause is fear, and we are all respon-
sible. We must own up to the fact that we
gave into the fear in 2001, and that many
of us continue to do so. We must resolve to
no longer fear terrorism, and instead, chal-
lenge it freely and openly. The best weapon
against terrorism and fascist rule is the
free and open society, where ideas may be
openly exchanged, and where it is safe to be
unpopular.

The Constitution demands that we take
the high road, not trade our civil liberties
for safety, or the perception of safety. We
must take responsibility for the leaders for
whom we voted; the monsters we created.

The freedoms we save may be our own.

Evan Barker is a senior music major and can
be reached at ehb2d @mtsu.edu’
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SPORTS

WBB vs. Arkansas-Little Rock 7 p.m. Feb. 6 89.5 WMOT
MBB vs. Arkansas-Little Rock 7 p.m. Feb. 7 WGNS
1450-AM

Lymon gets to the

SOPII(HH()H‘ ,H!z’”;’ O d u

By Richard Lowe

to finish the game.’

would be losing a player. It was basically a shock.”

ULL tops preseason SBC soft-
ball poll, MT picked sixth

By Kelly Oravet
SBC Media Relations

Louisiana-Lafayette was picked as the early favorite to win the
Sun Belt softball title, the league office announced today. The
Ragin’ Cajuns finished right in front of 2007 Sun Belt champions
F]Oridd Atlantic in the preseason final [Nl“. I'he 2008 Preseason
All-Sun Belt team was also announced.

Louisiana-Lafayette finished in first place with 80 total points
and eight of the nine first place votes. In addition, the Ragin’” Ca
juns tied Western Kentucky for the most players on the Preseason
All-Sun Belt list as three players were honored, including Holly
Tankersley, who was named the Preseason Player of the Year. Join
ing Tankersley on the list were pitcher Brittany Cuevas and out
fielder Karli Hubbard.

Florida Atlantic was picked second in the poll finishing with 70
points and one first place vote. The detending Sun Belt ¢ hampions
finished eight points ahead of third place finisher, Troy, who ended
up with 62 points.

The Trojans also added two players to the All-Sun Belt list as
senior Jessica Lyle was honored at first base and Heidi Johnson was
honored in the outfield

WKU also had three athletes honored on the preseason All-Sun
Belt team with Jennifer Kempf being named the Preseason Pitcher
of the Year. In addition, Rachelle Boucher was honored at catcher
and Rebecca Horesky was honored at third base. The Hilltoppers
were voted to finish fourth in the Sun Belt racking up 46 points
in the poll, just one point ahead of fifth place finisher South Ala
bama.

The Jaguars finished the poll with 45 points, while also having
two athletes recognized on the All-Sun Belt team. Jenny Stevens
was honored at second base and Evelyn Pare was one of the four
outfielders selected to the squad.

Rounding out the final four teams in sixth through ninth place
were Middle Tennessee, North Texas, Florida International and
ULM respcctivcly Middle Tennessee ended with 40 points, North
Texas finished with 32 points, Florida International racked up 16
points and ULM had finished with 14 points.

loinmg the other honorees on the preseason All-Sun Belt team

were Katya Muller from North Texas and Kim Rodriguez from

With the departure of Johnna Abney, Chelsia Lymon has stepped up for ths

I
Life-changing events can be as obvious as thunder crashing o as un
round. Almost a vear ago during a game at Western Kentue
ell to the court in what seemed to be morc.of a tip. Althoug
one in a Blue Raider jersev would feel the eftect
“I didn’t notice when she fell,” MT assistant head coach Allison (

lark sai
¢ame out of the locker room and sat beside me and started crving, [ knew
“It felt awkward,” Lymon said. “When coach took me out, | was lmping
pressure on it. | thought I would be back. Initially I was told it was a kned

vmon would find out the next day that her knee sprain was a torn AC|

after nine months of rehab. Head coach Rick Insell credits many in help
Lymon, whether it be providing workouts or just keeping her spirits uj
“We are so fortunate to have [Allison Ness, Matt Riley, and Jo Jo Freen

“point”

Puoio By Ryax DeBooy - Pnotocrarsy Enimor
d scoring Miadle Iennessee in scoring for the past two games.

J

| ¢ nce while gaining starting role

aching staff. T am \cr\"hdpp\‘ to have

tid. “You also have to give credit to Coach
villing to work that hard. She put in 100% to

rges to rush the process. “It was frustrating

d 1o be back on the court,” Lymon said.
tips from the coaching staff and get a better
vas to sit on the bench and learn,” Lymon said. “Me

out on the court

helped me mature and get smarter as far

e toterpret what was taking place on the court without having

‘ il . She is averaging 8.7 points/game, including averaging

¢ of junor point guard Johnna Abney, Chelsia has had

ne ..4r for the remainder of the season. “When | heard those words, it took m
said. “I had heard of pcnp[t' close to e tearing their ACL and it was d istating L 45 !

k of the playing time. Even though her injury did cut

An ACL tear normally sidelines athletes for 12 months but, miraculoush

on and off the court. It made me look
i1 v plavers get stressed out because of practice,
ind vou're left with nothing, that’s when you

gram,” Insell said. “When you talk about a program, you aren’t just talking abo

MT takes down ULL
2008 Sun Belt SEEp—

CO nf‘ !r‘ !l |‘ e N AMedia Relations
Chelsia Lymon posted a career-high for the second ‘[rdlght game,

tLing points, and Amber Holt added 19, as Middle Tennessee
Pr‘ese as 0 fefeated Louisiana-Lafayette, 85-66, Wednesday night at Earl K.

the game very slowly in the opening

: ¢ afte [ vmon steal and basket with 13:26
0 t a PO ' t half. She hit a 3-pointer the next trip up the floor
off to the races, part of a 25-7 run in the mid-

that put the visitors up double-digits.
f-43 from 3-point range in the game,

traight victory and the team’s

vith Lymon accounting for five of
nning hit three more of the 3-pointers

Team - Votes (First Place Votes) s o
Louisiana-Lafayette — 80 (80) |

Florida Atlantic—70 (1) \rer st fvery slowly

Troy—62 sl e the Aebeivecod o

WKU—46 s i ol b s ot

South Alabama—45 G oo, v g ek etheson o thie Bt o S R e

Middle Tennessee —40 i December 3 i 3 paike |

of seven trifectas for the Blue Raiders before the break. Lvmon

y UL turnovers and turned those into
and trailing 10-2 three-plus minutes
nd the range from the outside
ng together a 25-7 run over the

cd to 19 Middle Tennessee points

the final minute of the half,

North TCX&S———32 gut o steal on U1 wext trp up the floor and Starr Orr had one last
4 ’ look betore the horn, but her 18-footer was a little short. Even still,
Florida International — 16 the Raiddérs ook a 3724 el to ntermission

Holt and Lymon combined tor the first 11 points of the second

ULM—14

halt and UL managed just three free throws 1n the first four min-
utes, giving the Blue Raiders a 48-27 advantage.

| he Cajunsanswered with a 15 inover the next tour minutes,

Grartie Distosei By Chkts Matis- As N1 Spokis Em luding 3 pointers trom Bronson Rodgers and Jasmine Barnes.

But Middle Tennessee answered with its own 13 6 run, highlighted

Florida International by trifectas from Latoya Barclay and Lymon for a 70-50 Blue Raider
[he Sun Belt ¢ ontorence sotthall seasor b gins on Feb 8 and whvantage with rematni

oncludes with the 2008 Sun Belt Contereonce Sotthall Tourndani Holt had a team | gh cight bo ds, four assists and six \(Cdlx‘
on May 10, The towr naiment will be hosted by Trov Universits ontabating i other phases

Iroy, Ala

'\lllix“(' lennessee next ;| 1vs o VWi

esday, February 6, hu»ling
\LR at Murphy Center at
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MT Men’s Basketball record based on opponent’s scoring

Graruic DesiGNep By ANDY Harper - Eprmor iN CHigr

The Blue Raiders (8-11, 5-4 Sun Belt) are only 1-9 when they allow opponents to score 70 or more points. Their next opponent, Louisiana-Lafayatte, is only averaging 67.1 points per contest

Bill Smith’s blunder

Santana trade could bhaunt Mimnnesota Twins’ new GM

I almost teel bad for Bill Smith
e General Manager of the Minnesota Tw
hen longtime GM Terry Ryan stepped down in September
1 Wen ri 1 ! \ S T ) S ¢ v
Ireadv be doomex
Vhen S g bes er in base Jo
1 Luesday 1V hay I 11
down in the baseball history books as tl
VOT'S i\i\ ( | 1
( d ne wo-time \( )
spects. Unfortun {
top prospects
St n the longstanding riva
Sox to net him a big package for ¢
1re always trying to outdo ¢
KeCl [ { the Joneses, it looked as t
ading into Minneapolis
I, an i‘l-!i.';"ui'?“;.x\ his card
have grabbed top pitching p Hughes
ung up and-comer \'\'L caprer | Yankees. He
Iso could have netted Coco Crisp, Jon Lester and two prospects
from the Sox, or gotten the same two prospects Boston was ofter

ng to go along with top prospect Jacoby Ellsbury

Instead of makjing a trade for MLB-ready players, he got outfield-
v Carlos Gomez and pitchers Philip Humber (a former top-five
draft pick), Deolis Guerra and Kevin Mulvey.
omes with his share of question marks. Gomez, the biggest piece

Each of the players

Outside the Pocket

By Chris Martin

bats last season, only hitting

Humber is already 25 and was average in Triple-A last year with
a4.27 ERA

Guerra, 18, has barely played professional ball. It’s always tricky
when evaluating young pitchers. Guerra is just as likely to be as
good as Santana as he is to never rise above the Double-A level

Mulvey, 23, spent almost all of last season in Double-A
he did have 3.20 ERA.

Smith’s only defense in the whole matter is the Twin
situation. Smith recently signed former AL-MVP first baseman
Justin Morneau and starting right fielder Michael Cuddyer to ex

, although

s hnancial

tensions worth more than $100 million. Since Minnesota is a sme
market team, there is just not enough money in the coffers to re-
sign Cuddyer and Morneau and give Santana the richest contract
a pitcher has ever received (rumored to be for six years, $150 mil
lion).

That is still no excuse for the talent-sparse package the Mets ga-
him.

The Twins didn’t even net the Mets top prospect, outfielder Feli:
Martinez, in the deal. How can Smith justify trading away the bes
pitcher in the majors without getting the Mets’ top young player?

If the trade goes through, which is not a guarantee, Mets GM
Omar Minaya should get the GM of the year trophy before the sea-
son begins. He has taken the most talented team in the NL East anc
added an arm that has struck out 1,152 batters over the past five
seasons. That’s an average of just over 230 per season, and he onl;
pitched 158.1 innings in 2003.

You just can’t give that kind of talent away and have virtually
nothing to show for it. So, for Smith’s sake I hope Humber turn:
into the player everyone thought he could be when he was taker
No. 3 overall pick in the 2004 draft. I hope Gomez’s .232 averag
was just him getting used to big league play. I hope Guerra doesn’
blow his arm out before he gets to the majors and that Mulvey flie
under the radar and becomes a good starter.

Otherwise, I'm going to feel bad for Bill Smith.

Chris Martin is a junior jounalism major. He can be reached a
cgm2m@mtsu.edu

he Twins received, is only 23, but was uninspiring in his 125 at-

SPORTS BRIEFS

Holt Named to Naismith Trophy List; Wins fourth SBC POW

Middle Tennessee senior Amber Holt has been named among 31 candidates for the 2008 Nai-
smith Trophy presented by AT&T, the Atlanta Tipoff Club announced this week. The Naismith
I'ophy is one of the three national player of the year awards for women’s basketball.

Holt is the nation’s leading scorer, averaging 27.1 points per game heading into Wednesday’s

contest at Louisiana-Lafayette. She also leads the Blue Raiders with 8.0 rebounds, 3.5 assists and
2.6 steals per contest.

Holt was added to the State Farm Wade Trophy national player of the year list last week.

T'he women’s list, which includes 31 candidates because of a tie, was voted on by the Atlanta
lipoff Club’s Board of Selectors, comprised of leading basketball journalists, coaches and admin-
istrators from around the country.

The women’s Naismith Trophy winner will be announced April 7 at the 2008 NCAA Final Four
in Tampa, Fla

For more information, visit www.naismithawards.com.

Holt also earned her fourth Sun Belt Women’s Basketball Player of the Week award this season,

as announced by the conference office.

see’s two victories last week.

The senior broke a 21-year-old school record Jan. 24 at Louisiana-Monroe, scoring 44 points on
17-0f-25 shooting and 10-for-13 at the foul line. She added eight rebounds and three steals in the
64-61 Blue Raider triumph.

MT men’s basketball players, Sain and Hethington, suspended

Middle Tennessee freshman guard Josh Sain and junior forward Uriah Hethington have been
suspended from the men’s basketball team for violation of athletic department policy, according
to Director of Athletics Chris Massaro.

Each player will be suspended for one game. Sain will not travel with the team to Lafayette, La.,
for its game at Louisiana-Lafayette on Thursday, and Hethington will be suspended for Middle
lennessee’s game at Arkansas State on Monday.

“We have rules and policies set forth in our athletic department and our student-athletes are
made aware of these guidelines,” There are also penalties when these policies are
broken and that’s the case with [Sain and Hethington].”

Middle Tennessee men’s basketball coach Kermit Davis said he fully supported the suspension

Massaro said. *

of each player.

“All of our student-athletes adhere to rules and policies within the Middle Tennessee athletic
| department,” Davis said. “Josh [Sain] and Uriah [Hethington] violated these rules and will suffer
the appropriate punishment. I fully support the athletic department’s policy and our players are

ry familiar with the consequences for violating these policies.”

Press Conference for Football Signing Day announced

The Middle Tennessee Athletic Department will hold a press conference on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 6 at 2:30 p.m. to announce the 2008 football signing class. The press conference will take place
in the Kennon Sports Hall of Fame building on campus.

There will also be several other sources for the general public to receive updated information on
National Letter of Intent Signing Day. Fans can watch live, streaming video of Coach Rick Stock-
still’s press conference on GoBlueRaiders.com, and will be able to keep up with the day’s activities
via the Signing Day Ticker, which will display complete biographical information on each recruit.

I The ticker will be located on the front page of the site.
Selected quotes from Coach Stockstill’s press conference will also be available on GoBlueRaid-
ers.com later in the afternoon.

Information from this article taken from GoBlueRaiders.com

Holt averaged 32.0 points, 8.5 rebounds, 2.5 assists and 3.5 steals per game in Middle Tennes- |

« Take one or two Gen Ed
Requirements during Summer
Session Il in Cherbourg, France
+ Spend a weekend in Paris :
+ Visit historical sites in Normandy
« Some scholarship funds available
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