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Renowned artist R. Lafayette recently donated his painting, “Jazzclectic,” to MTSU’s jazz radio station WMOT-
JAZZ89.The painting is an original oil on canvas and features various musicians and the Nashville skyline.

WMOT receives donated art

e

i

By lan Campbell

Contributor

During a recent fund-raiser, MTSU’s
jazz radio station WMOT-JAZZ89
received an original oil on canvas painting
from locally renowned artist R. Lafayette.

The painting, titled “Jazzclectic,” is a
triumphant mix of harsh, defined lines
and warm colors, a veritable mosaic of
intersecting shapes, including various
musicians and the Nashville skyline, that

unify into a common theme.

The WMOT logo headlines the piece,
and is formed subtly from the lights of the
city.

Laura Dunn, development coordina
tor for WMOT, describes the piece as
wonderful.

“I think it works well with what we do
at the station,” Dunn said.

The painting was donated through
Youth Painting Art Illustrating New
Talents Workshops, a non-profit group

promoting the creative arts to young peo-
ple

According to Y-PAINT’s Web site, their
mission 1s to “introduce or enhance and
inspire our youth to the wonderful cre-
ative world of the arts

T'he organization endorses a unique

approach to art, whereby the artist uses

music, model and medium to produce a

plece.

See WMOT., 2

“l want to fight for students’
rights during these budget cuts and
make sure nothing is taken away
such as library and Rec Center

hours.” .
Michele Butler

Elementary Education

“I'd like the chance to work
closely with Dr. Glenn and Dr.
McPhee in order to change our
reputation around the state.”

Jason Searles
Agricultural Business

| By Juanita Thouin
Staff Writer

mentary education major
who enjoys challenges, and
| she wants to become the first
’ female Student Government
|

& Michele Butler is an ele-

Association president in six
years.
‘ “I don’t care what color
; you are or if you are tradi-
| tional or non-traditional stu-
} dent.” Butler said. “I love to

listen to people, and I want to
serve all the students.”

Butler’s involvement in
the SGA goes back to her
freshman year. She served on
numerous committees and is
currently vice president of
Administration and Public
Affairs.

As president of SGA,
Butler hopes to resolve some
of the parking problems by

gee Butler, 2

By Juanita Thouin
Staff Writer

Jason Searles, an agricul-
tural business major, wants
to make MTSU the premier
university of Tennessee, and
he wants to use the platform
of the Student Government
Association presidency to
accomplish this goal.

“I'd like the chance to
work closely with Dr. [Bob]|
Glenn and Dr. [Sidney]

McPhee in order to change
our reputation around the
state,” Searles said.

If elected as president,
Searles will bring three years
of SGA involvement to the
position. During his tenure
with SGA, he’s served as
committee chairman, speak-
er pro tempore and attorney
general.

Student life is an

See Searles, 2
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Committee
picks Southern
author’s tale

Teachers may
use book in

freshmen classes

By Audrey Scruton
Contributor

MTSU’s Community
Reading Committee recently
chose Rick Bragg’s All Over But
the Shoutin’ as this fall’s
Community Reading Program
novel.

Pulitzer Prize-winning
author and New York Times
journalist Bragg’s 1996 tale of
growing up amidst poverty and
abuse in the deep South is this
year’s chosen book for the pro-
gram.

“Rick Bragg writes like a
man on fire,” wrote Pat Conroy,
a fellow Southern author. “You
feel things in every line this man
writes. His sentences bleed on
you. I never met Rick Bragg in
my life, but I called him up and
told him he'd written a master-
piece, and I sent flowers to his
mother.”

Hundreds of other reviewers
and readers feel the same. The
Los Angeles Times heralded the
book “a marvel,” while The

Chicago Tribune called it “a

deeply affecting book.”

All Over But the Shoutin’ is
Bragg's story of growing up
poor in northeastern Alabama
and rising to win the Pulitzer
Prize for Feature Writing. It is
also the story of Bragg’s father
who he said was an alcoholic in
an interview with his publisher
Random House books. But
mostly it is the story of Bragg’s
mother, who went 18 years
without a new dress so that her
sons could have school clothes.

“This is a book about getting
even with life,” Bragg said to
Random House Books. “It is my
story, the boy who climbed up
[my mother’s] backbone and
made it out of that ring of
poverty and ignorance, free and
clean. It is about what I did with
the life she gave me, and how I
tried to repay her.”

Bragg won his Pulitzer in
1996 for “his elegantly written
stories about contemporary
America,” according to the
Pulitzer Prize Web site.

His subjects that year includ-
ed Mardi Gras, Alabama prison
inmates, the murder trial of
Susan Smith, an old, poor
$150,000 surprise donation to a
university and the Oklahoma

See Reading, 3

Preds look to boost
attendance numbers

By Christopher Brown

Contributor

It looked as much like a rock
concert as a hockey game.

A spectrum of lights swirled
on the ice, synchronized per-
fectly in time to the beat of a
booming sound system.

Up in the rafters, a man
dressed as “Gnash,” a saber-
tooth tiger, descends on a wire
some 50 feet below to the ice
surface, where his four-wheel
ATV waits for him to do dough-
nuts at high speeds across the
rink — and that was just the pre-
game show.

lhe contagious excitement
boiled over when the recently
explosive Nashville Predators
stormed out on to the ice and
took a 1-0 lead over the New

See Predators, 2

“I want MTSU to be more than
a high school with ash trays.”

Schylar Shoates

Recording Industry

By Juanita Thouin
Staff Writer

“I want MTSU to be more
than a high school with ash-
trays,” recording industry
major Schylar Shoates said.

Shoates hopes to make
this happen by becoming the
next SGA president.

The first Shoates
wants to attack is the manda-
tory attendance policy.

“No disrespect to the fac

1ssue

MTSU Night

offers students

discount tickets

By Christopher Brown
Contributor

MTSU will team up with
the Nashville Predators for
MTSU Night.

The Predators play the
Pittsburgh Penguins 7 p.m.
tonight at the Gaylord
Entertainment Center. The
tickets will be $17 each, and
the Predators will donate $4
from each ticket sold to mar-
keting scholarships.

MTSU Night is not
restricted to MTSU students.

Anyone 1S welcome.

See MTSU Night, 2

Student Government Association presidential candidates speak up

ulty, but they need to remem-
ber where they get their
money. | don’t think they
have the right to weed out
students by dropping grades
just because of attendance,”
Shoates said.

Shoates says he goes to
class because he knows thisis |
what it takes to be successful.
But he believes those paying
the bill should be able to

Sée Shoates, 2
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Predators: Fan attendance decreasing

Continued from |

York Islanders just three min-
utes into the game.

Goalie Tomas Vokoun would
not be denied his first shutout
of the year, as the team went on
to beat the Islanders, 2-0. The
win marked a potential turning
point for the Predators’ fifth
season — just in time for MTSU
Night.

“It seems things always go
well for us when we score the
first goal,” Vokoun said at the
post-game press conference.

The Predators surge in the
standings since Vokoun's first
shutout put them within six
points of the final playoft seed;
unfortunately, the Predators are
experiencing their lowest atten
dance figures in the team’s five
year history.

In the Predators’ first four
seasons, they averaged nearly
16,000 fans per game. The max
imum capacity of the Nashville
Predators’ home,
Entertainment
17,113 people. This year, the
team averages approximately
12,800 fans per game.

Vokoun and the rest of the
Predators are unstoppable sinc
the New York game, and MTSI
students special dis
counted opportunity to go wit

(x.i\‘hll\i

seats

Center,

have a

ness it first hand
D(’Spitc dt‘\lmim: ticket
the Nashville Predators ar
of the hottest teams
All-Star break, going
Predators wor I
before
against the Eastern Conference
top-seeded Ottawa Senators
Saturday night 1
bounced back, pummeling the
Toronto Maple Leafs
the Columbus Blue
“Sometimes you
shots and vou lose

SAICS

being lanked

:
they

and
Jackets 5-0
give up 10

sometimes

you give up 40 shots and you
win. So, that’s hockey,” Vokoun
said.

I'he net-minder has started
34 of the last 35 games in goal
for the Predators.

“In this game, you've got to
be focused for 60 minutes,”
Vokoun said. “Obviously it’s
tough to do when you play a
lot.”

Vokoun is one of only three
players remaining from the
Predators’ inaugural season
expansion draft. The other two
players are Greg Johnson and
Scott Walker.

Following the Dec. 12 trade
of fan-favorite Mike Dunham,
the Predators went 18-11-5 with
Vokoun between the pipes.
They went 6-18-4 with both
Dunham and Vokoun rotating
goaltending duties.

‘We're four or five games
500 the first 20
games, so it'’s exciting for us,”

over atter
center David Legwand said.
Legwand, the first-ever draft

pick of the Predators, is having a

vh 1 )
career vear with 16 goals and 29
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he Predators can also |

the fans to walk away, but before
the start of the season, the
Predators organization raised
the ticket prices, and in turn,
made a “playoff pledge.”

Team ownership said that if
the Predators didn’t make the
playoffs, then the organization
would refund the price of the
increase to the fans.

Also this year, the team start-
ed an expensive advertising
campaign called “Smashville” in
an attempt to attract 2,000
more season ticket holders.

“We believe we've created a
marketing platform that allows
us to communicate the attrib-
utes of Predators hockey and
the excitement of Music City,”
said Tom Ward, executive vice
president of Business
Operations. “We refer to the
campaign as the place where the
smash hits of Music Row meet
the hard hits of hockey.”

But the hard-hitting possi-
bility of bankruptcy looms near.
Two other small market teams
this year filed for bankruptcy,
including the Ottawa Senators,
a team the Predators have mod
eled themselves after.

Many teams in the NHL are
losing money right now, and the
Predators are no exception. The
igue owners can only hold
until the current
tive bargaming agreement
the end of next sea-

their breath
xpires at

escalating player
causing escalating

rgnt now,
1ric ire
t prices, which may be pric

erage fan out of the

Mes
'he Nashville Predators are
1e-collar team playing in a
fan said

1e-collar town,” one

fter a recent game. "It they
eep raising the ticket
wone of us are going to be ab

to afford them.” @
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WMOT: Prints given in honor of jazz

Continued from |

Lafayette is a large contribu-
tor to Y-PAINT, and, evidently, a
huge jazz fan as well. He, along
with Y-PAINT Creative Director
Marcus Mitchell, decided to
donate “Jazzclectic™ both to
support their favorite jazz sta-
tion and to increase awareness
and interest in Y-PAINT.

Lafayette’s work already
gained prominence among art
enthusiasts. His Web site,
www.rlafayette.org, states that
“museums, educators, diplo-
mats and prominent citizens
own paintings from R
Lafayette,” and includes a desk-
top gallery of some of his stun-

HHI}“ [‘lxu‘\

Lafayette focuses on a style
that
appeared in the early 20th cen-
tury.

Futurism took shape in 1909,
when Italian ET. Marinetti’s
penned his Manifesto of
Futurism, where he poetically
defines the feel of his art.

Unlike many other artists of
his day, Marinetti focused on
the new revolutions in technol-
ogy and the bustling vibrations
of the new super cities. His art
has a mechanical harshness,
almost as if looking through a
prism or broken glass, offset by
rich, vibrant color.

Lafayette embraced

known as futurism

the

futurist attitude, and is often
labeled a “neo-futurist” for
adding his own technique to a
100-year-old idea.

Along with “Jazzclectic,”
Lafayette also donated three
prints, which will be auctioned
off by WMOT in an upcoming
silent auction.

The prints are of an oil
painting called “Visions of the
Heart of Jazz."

The painting is a collage of
jazz instrumentalists that all
merge into one another in typi-
cal Lafayette fashion, “Art in the
Motion of Life.”

For information about the
auction or to donate items, con-
tact Laura Dunn at 898-2800. ¢
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MTSU Night: Donations given

Continued from |

This may be the last chance
for MTSU students to witness
the on-ice brilliance of one of
the game’s greatest players and a
sure Hall of Fame inductee,
Penguin Mario Lemieux.

Lemieux’s illustrious career
started in 1984. He achieved
many milestones in the game of

hockey, having scored more
than 600 goals and 800 assists.
He came out of retirement last
year only to hold the distinction

of the NHLs points leader of

2003.

All students interested in
ordering tickets should contact
Dan  Bauchiero, Nashville
Predators account executive, at
770-7815.

The tickets can be purchased
over the phone with a credit
card, and picked up at the will-
call window inside the Gaylord
Entertainment Center, but
make sure to mention MTSU
Night when buying tickets in
order to ensure the $4 donation
goes towards marketing schol-
arships. @

Searles: Safety is key issue in campaign

Continued from |

important concern for Searles,
much so that he has served on
committees that specifically
address student issues.

“I want to represent all stu-
dents and make student life bet-
ter at MTSU,” Searles said.

Searles would like to see SGA
facilitate several changes to the
university — a particular con-
cern being safety. In addition to
addressing the need for more

lighting, he would like to see
more advertisement regarding
the university’s free escort serv-
ice. He also believes freshman
101 classes would be a good
place to implement a one-day
seminar on safety tips.

Searles wants to see an open
door policy between adminis-
tration and students regarding
parking. He would also like to
see the availability of a 24-hour
computer lab and to fix incon-
sistencies in the plus/minus

grading system.

“I believe it would be more
beneficial to students to either
have it or not straight across the
board,” Searles said.

Searles said changing the
name of Tennessee Boulevard to
Middle Tennessee Boulevard is
a good idea and will carry on
the current president’s efforts in
this area.

Searles said he can make a
real difference as president. @

Butler: SGA awareness priority for candidate

Continued from |

making Raider Xpress a more
sufficient service. She'd like to
see a bus at every lot every 10
minutes.

She would also like to see a
program whereby Raider Funds
can be used at off-campus
establishments. Another area

she feels strongly about is budg-
et cuts.

“1 want to fight for students’
rights during these budget cuts
and make sure nothing is taken
away, such as library and Rec
Center hours,” Butler said.

Butler also wants to focus on

making students more aware of

SGA and she supports changing

the name of Tennessee
Boulevard to Middle Tennessee
Boulevard.

“We must be proud of our
university,” Butler said.

Butler is excited about the
strong goals she’s set for her
administration and MTSU. She
looks forward to the challenges
of fulfilling them. ¢

Shoates: Marketing for sports a goal

Continued from |

choose whether they succeed or

the
2001,
He returned to
Christian
and developed an

to Shoates,

Sept. 11,

the roots of his

upbring

interest in politics.

Shoates has no experience in
SGA but sees that as a positive
rather than a negative.

“I think we need somebody
in there with fresh eyes,” Shoates
\.lid.

He plans to make up for his
inexperience by
himself with smart individuals
and listening closely to those

surrounding

with different viewpoints.

Shoates said he knows there
is a lot of concern about parking
but in
administrators are always g(»mg
to be grappling with this issue.

He said students need to be
told the truth about what can
change and what can’t.

reality, students and

“It’s all about time-manage-
ment,” Shoates said. “We just
need to walk or
friend.”

Changes he said can happen
revolve around

ride with a

safety and
upgrading MTSU’s reputation

Shoates said that most of the
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arance

police call boxes are located in
well-lighted areas. He would
like to see them put in dark
areas.

He also wants to see a better
marketing plan for university
Sports.

“Why does everyone go to
UT games? We have a great
sports program right here,”

Shoates said.

“I love MTSU and middle
Tennessee,” Shoates said. “After
graduation, I plan to stay in the
area.”

In the meantime, he wants to
serve the students of MTSU as
president of SGA. @
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Chief weapons inspector
says Iraq cooperating

UNITED NATIONS (AP) -
Iraq 1s providing new informa-
tion about its weapons and has
reported the discovery of two
bombs, including one possibly
filled with a biological agent
that the U.N.
weapons inspector said Tuesday

moves chief
signal real cooperation.

President Bush, however,
predicted Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein would try to “fool the
world one more time” by
the

weapons he

revealing existence ol

has previously
denied having.
He urged the United Nations
to back U.S. action against Iraq
With the
deeply divided over whethe
Iraq has squandered a fi

Security Council

opportunity to disarm, Canad:
was trying to bridge two con
peting plans that
duced Monday: a U.S.-Britis}
Spanish resolutios
U.N. authorization for wat
a French-Russian-Germai
“n\.ll to strengthe
inspections and contin
at least into July

Canada, whicl
security C.oung culat
document

luesday proposit 1

benchmarks Iraq would have to
meet by the end of March.

I'he council would then be
asked to vote on whether Iraq
was complying with its U.N.
obligations, diplomats told The

Associated Press.

Union membership falls to
lowest level in two decades

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. (AP)
Union membership dropped
last vear to the lowest level in
almost two decades as manu-
facturing companies hemor

rhaged traditional union jobs

faster than organizers could
build new membership in other
ireas
Somie 3.2  percent
A IM¢ 1's work for elonged
10Ns own ftron

Compiled By Callie Elizabeth Butler — Assistant News Editor

to show the real 0.2 percent
drop.
Previous years were not

I'L‘d\\(‘\\(\f

Union leaders in Florida this
week for the AFL-CIO’s winter
executive council meeting
countered with a new labor-
financed poll that found half of
respondents saying they would
join a union if given the

chance.

New York consumer
confidence takes a dive

NEW YORK (AP)
Consumer confidence plunged

in February to its lowest level in

nearly 10 years, dragged down
by the prospect of war with
]! 1(

[he Consumer Confidence

poin o
points

R TR N
vest reading since

Index fell almost 15

1 19

6.6 points at 1,528.98
track

confidence because

Economists closely
consumer
consumetr \[\('”\11”51 accounts
for two-thirds of U.S. economic

activity

Supreme Court sides with
Texas death row inmate

WASHINGTON (AP) Ihe
Supreme Court ruled Tuesday
that a black death row inmate
deserves a new chance to press

his claim that prosecutors

stacked his jurv with whites and

death penalty supporters.
'he 8- ruling is a rare exam
ple of the conservative-leaning

court agreeing that a death row

inmate may have been treated

infairly at tri

homas Miller-El

claims

Dallas County prosecutors had

torv ol

excluding

1
iries on the theo

he Ve NOT¢ !le.‘I‘- to \IL{L‘
lefendant

Miller-1 lawyers said

las prosecutors were once

| fical tramned "'\.‘.\' '1\2"}

minority urors -u‘]:,i‘tl.ll(‘w

eCause Imost always
npati with the acct \\\.i.“

stice Clarence Thomas, the

“1;7‘,];"L'!.L{I\
H I Miller-El

Irors werce

did

excluded because of their race.

Attacks on missions raise
terror, fears in Venezuela

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)
— Powertul explosions just min-
apart the
Spanish and Colombian diplo-

utes devastated
matic missions Tuesday, injur
ing four people and raising
fears that Colombian-style ter
has reached next-door
Venezuela.

I'he attacks in Caracas came

ror

two days after President Hugo
Chavez denounced Colombia
ind  Spain, among other
nations, for allegedly interfer
ing in Venezuelan affairs.

No one immediately claimed
H'\pun\il\ihl\' for the blasts.

Leaflets supporting Chavez’s
‘Bolivarian  Revolution,” a

political movement loosely
based on the writings of 19th
century independence hero
Simon Bolivar, were found out-
side both missions.

But Chavez's government
the papers as a
‘ridiculous™ plant and said no

one should jump

dismissed

to conclu-
s1ons

Vice President Jose Vicente
Rangel said an anti-terrorism
task force would be created and

offered condolences to the

Colombian and Spanish people.

AIDS researchers need
more black volunteers

UNDATED AP
Researchers trying to learn
more about why an AlIDS vac

cine .l"PC.lrk‘d to work well in a
small number of black volun
teers may have trouble tinding
people for further studies,
advocates and educators warn
Suspicion of medical

rescarch runs deep among

many blacks, they say, and the
reason can be summarized in
one word: ]H\l\k'gck'.

In the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study, conducted by the federal
government between 1932 and
1972, researchers withheld
medical treatment from
black men in Macon County,
Ala., for experimental purpos
es. The men were not told they

poor,

had syphilis, and weren’t treat-
ed for after
penicillin became available.

the disease even

By the time the study was
exposed, 128 men had died of
syphilis or related complica-
tions.

More than 30 vears later, the
damage done by that study still
lingers, black activists say
even hindering efforts to halt
the AIDS epidemic. @

Reading: Author expected to attend convocation to discuss summer reading

City bombing

MTSI Comi

nunit
Reading Program encourages all
freshmen and transter students
who attend Customs to read the
&i]\)\u'il book pelore arriving

and
mcorporate the book in their

campus, many ;‘1"[(\\"1\
classes.

Debbie Carroll, an academic
MTSU’s Academic
Support Center, said this book
is open to all students.

adviser at

“The book is not ‘required’
any particular
“We

actively recruit instructors who

reading for
course, Carroll said.
are willing to incorporate the
book into their summer and fall
classes. We do focus on fresh
men bl” \\‘clu\m\‘ any I‘.”'“\l
pants from any course at any
level”

The goals of the program
aim to help unify the entering

students,

class of

Spring Break 2003 in Panama (

encourage

- e

i C
'\v

Support

Center. “The University of Ohio
and the University of Miami
have been doing this for 20

vears, so why can't Middle

[ennessee?”

”h‘
Committee, which consists of
MTSU faculty and administra-
tion along with. community
partners, receives nominations

Community Reading

for novels throughout the year
and narrows the list down by
looking for patterns in subject
matter, length and relevance
Novels are then picked based on
cross-discipline appeal and
author availability.

First, the book should have

y"

v Beach, |

convocatiol

i
We look at whos
can atford

and who we

leaves us with th

usually
four authors, With
C\“i.ll[]cd.

[he program began last
with James McBride’s autobi

graphical novel, The Color
Water dk\kl'!l‘k\i as “a blacl
man'’s tribute to his white motl
4

McBride’s expected appean
ance at the convocatiorn |
through, however, and McBi
did not make it to campus
speak until late October

McBride

that
made it to

“By the time
actually

interest had died,” said sopho

campus

more Brian McLaughlin, a resi
read

orida!

dent assistant who

we o
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Despite McBride's no-show
at the convocation, the program
thrived.

We had an absolutely amaz
ing response for the first vear,”
Witherow said. “It was a pretty
James McBride was
yus with his time and
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teracted very well with stu
‘ wr first year, we had
100 difterent course sec-

m three different col

ind six reading groups
community par
rroll agreed. “In a

resident halls on

us, 37 percent of the stu

vad read last year’s book.

{ore than 7,000 people attend
{ | University
Convocation where our guest
author was to speak. Clearly, the

st tall’s

program made an impact in its
inaugural year.”

Minor changes to this year’s
program include a partnership
with Murfreesboro’s Linebaugh
Public Library, which will host
book discussions during the
summer and help publicize the
program in the community.

Bragg will also host a book-
signing the night before convo
cation and attend a reception
the morning of convocation.

Witherow hup('\ the pro
gram continues to
succeed at MTSU.

“I believe many professors
used McBride's book in their
classes last year, and many stu
dents read the book and
enjoyed it. [ hope that gets bet-
ter and better every
Witherow said. @
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From the Editorial Board
Pointless to have
summer reading

Once again, the incoming freshmen to MTSU
will be treated to the somewhat socialist concept of
community reading.

This time it’s All Over But The Shoutin’, by Rick
Bragg, a story about growing up in a northern
Alabama town with a hard-drinking and harsh-
tempered father and a mother who makes supreme
sacrifices such as working in the cotton fields to
support her children.

While it sounds like a pretty good read, both this
book and last year’s community reading classic,
The Color of Water, focus on a strong-willed female
overcoming obstacles in the mid-20th century.
While a subject teeming with social significance,
the choice seems a tad repetitive considering the
many, many other books available for use and
analysis.

In addition, one would be hard-pressed to come
up with a reason to have all incoming freshmen
read the same book. Some professors teach on it,
others don’t, and many students no doubt read The
Color of Water (and spent their own or their par-
ent’s money) for no purpose.

There were inevitably a few students who chose
not to read the book and were out of luck when the
professor decided to test over it

If a university
reading (which it shouldn't

decides to assign community
professors should not
have the option as to whether to test on it — either
ross the board. It's not fair for
to take responsibility for th

do 1t or don't, ac

some students to have

community reading assignment while some don't

Overall the idea seems somewhat disjointed and
pointless. While having future students move awa
from the television for a few hours is never a bad
thing, are students being tested over it or having 1
prove in any way that they bought and read tl
book?

Maybe the university got some sort of perks for
its participation in the summer reading program
last year (remember Color of Water T-shirts?), but
it’s still no reason to assign reading that may or may
not be tested over, no matter how good the read. ®
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Malpractice cap loose Band-Aid

Finding Trouble

Audie
Sheridan
Staff Columnist

President George W.
Bush thinks your pain and
suffering can never be
worth more than $250,000.

Do you agree?

In the wake of an
inconveniently timed 17-
year- old’s death, Bush
might actually need to
defend his view instead of
simply running malprac-
tice cap legislation through
a Republican-led
Congress

Jésica Santillan died in a
Duke University hospital
last Saturday, and the cause

was human error. The doc
tors and donor organiza
tions simply failed
match her blood Lype

Not a difficult

run, but it 1s a vital on

Whil

anization  to
lood types ol
e donor and recipient.
['he thought of question

ing the donor organiza-
tion’s professionalism
probably never crossed his
mind.

Unfortunately, people
make mistakes and doctors
are people.

Say that again? Sure.
Doctors are people, and as
fallible as the rest of us.

Jaggers will surely pay
for this gargantuan error.
Or more precisely, his mal-
practice insurer will pay.

Bush’s plan would make
the Santillan family able to
get only a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars for the pain
and suffering they felt
from the loss of their
daughter. Their economic
costs would have no limit
under Bush’s plan.

No, the loss of a daugh-
ter does not submit to
measure by money. No
amount would be enough,
but there are certainly
amounts that would be too
little.

Amounts like, say,
$250,000. '

I'he arguments for
Bush's plan involve the ris
ing costs of health care,
and the reluctance of doc
fors o ftreat
tear ol actually provu
be human after
well-intentioned
reduce the amount of
olous lawsuits again

tors.

Well-intentioned, but
moronic.

Limiting liability just
isn’t the way to go here.

Doctors should fear
making mistakes, and right
now, they do. Putting a cap
on how much they will pay
for those mistakes reduces
their incentive to not make
them in the first place.

Phenomenally ignorant
doctors should pay dearly
for the times their igno-
rance destroys people’s
lives. Times like these
include the ubiquitous story
of a doctor who amputated
the wrong limb.

However, not many
lawsuits deal with matters
as serious as that.

Bush, along with doc-
tors all over the country,
are right in wanting rid of
lawsuit frivolity.

People do sue over the
stupidest things. Dr. Kirk
Kooyer decided to leave
frivolity tolerant
Mississippi when a patient
of his joined a class action
lawsuit against doctors
who dared prescribe a
heartburn drug.

I'he drug had a micro-
copic chance of Kkilling
iients with weak hearts,

| the FDA advised test-

r heart trouble before
ibing it.

ee dollar signs?

he patient was sad to

see Kooyer leave. She actu-
ally said, “If we run off all
the doctors, what are the
people gonna do?”

Indeed.

In general, people are
unaware of the things they
do. Surely, this woman had
no idea she might actually
affect a real person — her
own hard working doctor
— when she decided to try
to get a few thousand dol-
lars because a lawyer said
she could.

Limiting liability has at
least two problems: first, it
removes possiblity of
deserving victims getting
large awards, and second, it
reduces doctors’ incentives
to reduce error.

But, leaving things the
way they are means things
stay the same, frivolous
lawsuits and all, which is
also undesirable.

What to do?

Here’s a novel idea.
Implicate the legal system
that allows such frivolity.

Cut out the possibility
for lawyers to shop for
sympathetic judges. Maybe
even place caps on lawyer’s
profits from medical cases,
thus reducing their motiva-
tion for ambulance chasing.

Settlement is a big
problem as well. Most friv-
olous cases settle out of
court due to legal costs,
and because settlement

tends to make gold-diggers
go away for much smaller
sums.

The problem with this
is that the cases never see
the light that might expose
their inanity. They also add
up because settlements are
easy to get. which encour-
ages lawsuits for profit.

Perhaps this would go
away if some kind of limit
on settlements came
about.

Basically, the legal sys-
tem is the problem here.
Fixing that should be the
goal. It certainly makes the
task more difficult, but so
what?

President Bush wants to
put a Band-Aid on the
problem of medical mal-
practice, but that’s like
stitching up the bullet hole
while ignoring the exit
wound.

There is no simple fix to
this problem. To do the job
right, we have to dig deep-
er than Bush plans to.

As always, if you think
anybody might actually
deserve more than a quar-
ter million dollars, speak
up. Talk to your represen-
tatives and make sure this
law doesn’t pass. @

Audie Sheridan is a
senior philosophy major
and can be reached via e-
mail at als3g@mtsu.edu.

Put down ‘War and Peace; Toleratin g trauma
Uncle Sam’s watching you

Thoughts While Driving

Gary
Morrison
Staff Columnist

+ Does your local library have
incriminating evidénce against
you? Have you bought any
books lately that might make
you blush if your grandmother
were to find them?

If not, then read no further,
as you have nothing to fear. But,
if you are a reader of wide inter-
est, you should be careful of
what you check out of the
library and be wary as to how
you pay for that next book or
magazine at the local book-
seller.

Why? Just a little piece
(Section 215 to be precise) of
federal legislation commonly
known as The USA PATRIOT
Actisall.

What's that? You have never
heard of it?

Well, allow me to tell you a
little bit about it, and maybe
you can say you actually learned
something at school today. Or
maybe you'll look it up yourself
and form your own opinion.
But feel free to use mine if you
want.

The title USA PATRIOT Act
is an acronym for Uniting and
Strengthening America by
Providing Appropriate Tools
Required to Intercept and
Obstruct Terrorism. Isn't it
amazing how well the cause fits
the acronym?

But don’t be fooled by clever
titles. One of the “appropriate
tools” allows the FBI to gain
access to your library records
and the records of any books
that you purchase.

If you say, “So what?” then I
say again, read no further, noth-
ing to see here.

But, if you're thinking of
that S&M magazine you bought
as a “gag” gift, or the books you
checked out of the library to
learn more about ricin or
anthrax, don’t worry too much;
that is, unless the next brand of
terrorism involves stiletto heels
and mysterious white powder.

The USA PATRIOT Act
allows the FBI, or appointed
designees, to subpoena your
records without a specific rea-
son and disallows the provider
of records (i.e. library, book-
store, etc.) from letting anyone
(this means you) know about it.

I suppose supporters of the

act will say the government will
only use this power when in
pursuit of suspected terrorists,
but I'm not so trusting.

How do you feel about hav-
ing your name caught in a gov-
ernment fishing net? I did some
research on pipe bombs for a
paper once; I have also checked
out Koran commentaries to
learn more about Islam. Those
two things themselves would
surely get caught on any decent
terrorism fishing trip. But what
can I do about it?

Recently, a Vermont book-
seller stated that they will purge
a customer’s records if that cus-
tomer asks them to do so.

That sounds like a pretty
good deal to me, and I applaud
and appreciate the actions of
that bookseller.

Our  government  has
absolutely no right to know
what books you and I read or
buy, and giving themselves the
“right” through legislation
passed in the immediate wake
of Sept. 11, 2001, is shady busi-
ness at best.

The next time you buy a
book, ask the seller if they keep
any identifiable information,
such as credit card information,
along with the record of your
purchase.

If so, ask them if they will
purge that information. Ask
them if they keep your name
and address on a mailing list.
Many times the names of cus-
tomers and the books they buy
are kept on file for marketing
purposes (why did you get the
advertisement for the new
Harry Potter book and your
roommate didn’t?).

Ask at the library as well. Is
there a long list of all the books
you have checked out? Is there
anything of questionable nature
on that list?

Maybe it doesn’t seem
important now, but that paper
you did on serial murderers for
psychology class may come
back to haunt you.

In summary, just be aware
that our government has its eye
on what we are reading.

So, put your finger in that
eye by supporting booksellers
and libraries that do not keep
identifying information or will
purge your records if you ask
them to do so. I’s just a very
small way of preserving our
freedom. @

Gary Morrison is a graduate
student in English and can be
reached via e-mail at
gwm2c@mtsu.edu.

Thursdays }

Wesley
Jackson

Staff Columnist

Have you ever experienced clin-
ical shock, or post-traumatic stress
disorder?

A common symptom of a trau-
ma patient is their involuntary
denial of present circumstances.
His or her mind, at least temporar-
ily, blocks out consciousness of an
event that he or she can’t take in.
Often this event is a tragedy.

I'his default is a natural safety
setting in our bodies. It helps us
deal with overwhelming circum-
stances.

Another symptom that follows
this denial of a tragedy is the sud-
den, detailed clarity of trivial
things. A trauma victim may not
be able to tell you he’s been
wounded and needs to be taken to
a hospital, but he might be able to
tell you how many buttons are on
his shirt.

A woman whose house is burn-
ing down may not be able to tell
you that the walls are bathed in
flames or that she needs to evacu-
ate. She will tell you that an old
carpet stain needs to be cleaned.

These reactions are normal.
his temporary denial or mental
block out is our body’s emotional
shielding system

¢ trauma victim from

It saves tl
“i;!% 8 mot “l..l‘ '.\'”JP\(.

As | have observed our nation
ver the past couple of months, the
netaphon trauma patient has
wemed i:“:" i"i.”k to me in
describing the mood of many
Americans

[he war with Iraq 1s a perfect
example.

Saddam Hussein is a cruel dic
tator, a tyrant.

He's already violated umpteen
U.N. code rules. He possesses for-
bidden weapons of mass destruc-
tion. He's known to support ter-
rorist activities. Hussein also has a
track record of aggressive military
actions on other innocent coun-
tries.

The guy's a monster.

Yet, the response of many
Americans is to “continue with the
U.N. inspection teams.”

Why? We don’t need the United
Nations to tell us Hussein is dan-
gerous. We already know that. Why
do we think Hussein, after 14 long
months of uncooperative inspec-
tion, delay and diplomacy, will dis-
arm if we “just give him more
time?”

America’s reaction sounds like
that of a trauma victim. We can’t

take in the horrific reality that a
power-crazed enemy needs to be
confronted. So we focus on trivial
weapons inspection details.

Our postmodern obsession
with tolerance seems to be another
example of a traumatic reaction.

America is a democratic society
that allows for much diversity. But,
when people begin to attack and
undermine the very foundations
of our nation, the principles that
provide for a peaceful democracy,
then those people become a threat.
Those threats must be confronted
and guarded against.

Ideas have consequences, and
the bad ideas and their destructive
consequences must be rooted out
and defeated.

But we don’t want to think
about confrontation or about
fighting for the truth.

So, we pour our energy into the
trivial details: political correctness
and the acceptance of everyone
and everything, at all costs.

We have become so convicted
over the most petty of politically
correct rules, so concerned about
blurring the lines between right
and wrong so we don’t offend any-
one that it reminds me of the hys-
teria of a trauma victim.

Lots of trivial details. Very little
sense.

The wounded man may grasp
your arm and with great serious-
ness explain that he has nine but-
tons on his shirt.

Ihe woman in the burning
house may state with anticipation
that Tide with Bleach cleans out
any carpet stain.

I'he war protester and the toler-
ance-at-the-expense-of-truth
advocate will tell you that there is
no need for confrontation.

The trauma victims are ever as
much men and women as the rest
of us, with their rights and their
freedoms.

But they don’t give us real solu-
tions for the very real difficulties.
Instead, they give us trivial, unre-
lated details.

Do not listen to them. They
need your help and your pity, not
your obedience and allegiance.

Don’t look to those who want
merely to secure their own com-
fort for the present time. Look to
those who fight for America's
future.

They are the ones to follow.
Trauma has not arrested their
minds.

Thev aren’t paralvzed by their
rc\pnn\lhlli(w\.

They can see past the trauma
victim’s delirium of detail. @

Wesley Jackson i1s a sophomore
English major and can be reached

via e-mail at wt2b@ mtsu.edu.
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Pacifism or War? A search for answers

According to Who

Juamta Thouin

Saff Colunms

Someone once said those
who ignore history are doomed
to repeat it.

Winston Churchill began
warning early and unrelentingly
that Adolf Hitler had to be
stopped. Those leaders who
decried military action insisted
that giving Hitler a few more
concessions would surely result
in a peaceful solution. Nearly
everyone called Churchill “a
warmonger.”

Still, he
because he believed he
right.

never wavered

A short time ago my daug!
ter graduated from Easter
Mennonite High School. For
those of vou who may ne
know, Mennonites are pacifists
in the truest sense of the worc
I'hey don’t believe in justific
tion for war under any
cumstance. In wars past
quietly protested a
prison for
stance

I'hough ]
ly 1s not Mc
EMHS bec
ing reputat
excellen
school's
Nnever press
ant
Mennonite
their example
a lasting impression

Thus, In many wavs, | fin
myself quite conflicted about
the current situation in lIraq
Yet, in pondering the pacifist
point of view, ['ve come to
understand that pacifism can
only eliminate the need for mil
itary might if all people on
Earth follow in its path. Sadly,

this is not the case.

I'he Bible teaches that, if at
all possible, we should live at
peace with everyone. So the real
question for me has been, can
there be a peaceful conclusion
to this controversy?

On a quest for answers, ['ve
read hundreds of pages of gov

ernment reports, newspapcer
and journal articles both
domestic and overseas — online

articles and opinion picces.
These have included writings
from both sides of the aisle -
those for and against the use of
military  force to  remove
Saddam Hussein from power.
Ihere is no doubt that Iraq
had weapons of mass destrug
tion

learned this in the

\\c.ll‘un\

'f:\;\\( tors

mid YU

atter hive years ol cat and oL
rescarch. In 1998, these
inspectors left Iraq be
continuing IH
unning

items Huss

tound? Long

perfect a nuclear program?

I'hen what? Plus, it's i

to remember that Hussein did

nportant

n't let the inspectors back in
until the United States began an
aggressive military buildup in
the arca. How long can we
afford to kcu'p this many troops,
ships and airplanes in the
Middle East?

I'hen there are allegations
that this confrontation really
isn't about weapons of mass
destruction, but is one instigat-
ed by President George W. Bush
to either a) line his own pockets
via his oil connections or b)
cover up for the economic
recession we are mn.

It scems some people have
verv short memories. During
the presidential campaign, Bush
remarked repeatedly that our
cconomy was starting to head
south and something had to be
stimulate it. We may
ot agree with his way of stimu-
ting the economy, but no one

one to

lame for our current
surely on his shoul
his downturn is a result
{ went sour under
dministration, and
events of Sepl

hatever the root

his problem.
1wedn’t  be
ICOPIC really
to risk the
sending
.;Eu\xl\

OCKeLS

N
I'hat ma
ol, bul '.h\'\\ 0
wround in the mid
70s and '80s remember stand
n IlIi(' tor hours to 51(’1 2450
line, being able to fill up only on
odd or even days — depending
on the last digit of our license

pl.llc\ and the terrible recession

that followed. The reason for
this unusual set of circum-
stances was that Middle East oil
producers decided to stop sell-
ing us crude oil in order to
“voice” their opposition to a
war in Israel. That embargo
nearly brought our economy to
a grinding halt.

Now, just suppose Hussein is
successful in putting together a
nuclear arsenal. We're talking
about the Hussein who has
ruled under absolute tyranny in
order to ensure his political
domination. The Hussein who
has built, just since the end of
the Gulf war, 30 very opulent
palaces costing billions of dol-
lars in order to evoke a sense of
power, the Hussein who
attacked Iran and Kuwait in
order to dominate access to the
sea (yes, he had oil squabbles
with Kuwait, but gaining sea
the

access was real reason
behind  his  imperialism).
Suppose this guy now has

nuclear weapons and forces his
neighbors to raise the price of
crude oil so dramatically it
sends our economy into an
actual depression?

Ouch.

I'here are those who scream
we shouldn’t be so dependent
and
absolutely right. But our cur-
contain

on foreign oil they’re

rent reserves only
enough crude oil to maintain

our existence — as we now know

for 51 days. If we continue
nport the other needed 70
ast a bit longer,

ugh to come up

native power

vant .IH\’!I'('

the trucks

raw mate-

s that pro

n coming? A

I the recent

¢ " d \l_!_lll

ad | don't need oil, |

ride the bus.” Is that bus pow

ered by wind?
When Bush

protect our national interests in

the Mid-East, he is, in a round-

says we muslt

about way, talking about oil. But
the national interest that must
really concern us all is a stable
economy, because, if our econo-
my isn’t stabilized, we are much
more susceptible to terrorist
attacks. Perhaps it isn’t too rad-
ical to imagine our very exis-
tence as a nation going the way
of Greece and Rome. Now that,
if anything, is worth fighting
for.

What about our dependency
on oil? We should have
smartened up after the 1974
embargo. We didn’t. We should
have smartened up after the
Gulf War. We didn’t. During this
year’s State of the Union
Address, Bush proposed money
for research and development of
hydrogen-powered  vehicles.
This is the first time, in my
memory, any president has pro-
posed money for alternative fuel
R&D; maybe we’re getting
somewhere. If, after this debacle
with Iraq, we as a nation don’t
do something about our
dependence on foreign oil, then
we deserve to have our economy
and freedoms fall apart.

Here’s one more thing to
chew on: Hussein didn’t get the
money for his palaces from the
oil for food program. So, where
did he get it?

Since he had it, why didn’t he
put his people to work building
schools, roads and hospitals
instead of palaces for his or his
elite guards’ pleasure? Or, were
the palaces built to hide
weapons production?

Another argument against
military action is, what if we
remove Hussein and wind up
bringing nothing more than
political chaos to the region?
Clearly, there are no easy
answers to the problem of find-
ing an adequate government for
a nation inhabited by three very
different cultures. But it appears
our government finds itself
caught between a rock and a
hard place.

Since the day two jets flew
into the World Trade Towers in

New York City, the job of pro-
tecting America has taken on a
whole new meaning. Many were
critical of our intelligence com-
munity because they failed to
see that al-Qaeda was a serious
threat to our nation. But each
piece of intelligence, in and of
itself, was not enough to war-
rant a color-coded alert system.
Yet later, when we were able to
put those pieces together, the
truth became all too clear.

It is now necessary for our
leaders to think several steps
ahead. They must try more vig-
orously to put the pieces of the
puzzle together and do all they
can to prevent vicious attacks
upon our person and upon our
economy — before we are made
to crumble.

The doctrine of a just war
adopted by many religious affil-
iations does not allow for pre-
emptive military action, but has
mankind’s horrible progression
of weaponry and terrorist forms
of battle now rendered such
thinking obsolete?

My heart goes out to those
who must answer this very diffi-
cult question.

The Bible says that individu-
als in places of authority will, on
the day of judgment, be called
to a greater level of accountabil-
ity. I, for one, would not want to
be in Bush’s shoes; the stakes are
just too high — both here on
Earth and in the afterlife I
believe in.

So, have I made a decision
regarding the rightness or
wrongness of this war? There is
no right or wrong when it
comes to war — only a choice
between two evils.

For the well-being of our
country and the people of Iragq,
it seems military action is the
lesser evil. But I sure do wish
everyone would follow the path
of pacifism. @

Juanita Thouin is a senior
journalism major and can be
reached via e-mail at juani-
tathouin@hotmail.com.

Visit us online at www.mtsusidelines.com.

SIGMA

The Jennings A. Jones College of Business proudly congratulates the following students for meeting the high standards for academic excellence to be
eligible to join Beta Gamma Sigma, the national honor society for students enrolled in AACSB accredited schools of business. Only those in the top
10% of the undergraduate or the top 20% of the master’s programs, or graduating doctoral students are honored by an invitation to Beta Gamma Sigma.

John P. Phillips

Allison Nicole Phleger
Jessica Rhianne Porter
Stephen Brentley Potts
Tiffany Renee Powell
Samuel Wesley Putnam
Leslie Godbold Ragan
Andrew Eugene Rawlins
Kathryn Anne Reeves
George Robert Reynolds
April Nicole Richards
Kimberly Dawn Ridley
Erin Elizabeth Robbins
Mark Seweii Robbins
Lisa Sue Roberson
Trey Woods Robinson
Robert Edward Rogers
Jennifer Lain Rudd
Joseph Arthur Russell
Shannon Nicole Scott
Arlene Frances Sloan
Kimberly Ann Smelcer
Sophal Sun

Cecil Victor Tarrant
Janet Harris Thomason
Jane Ellen Thrasher
Pamela Ann Travis
Anthonio Dewayne Tucker
Emily Rebekah Ura
Patricia Ann Vargo
Xiaojuan Wang

Lou Erin Whittington
Brandon Davis Williams
Sherry Lynn Wilson
Tammy Lynn Womack
Xiaolin Zhao

Christa Elizabeth Farrar
Meredith Haley Gabard
Donna Lynn Brande Gamper
Jennifer Lynn Garland
Jason R. Gault

Carole Elizabeth Glover
Tao Gong

Christopher Matthew Good
Amrah Dee Grant

Steven Paul Gregory
Jeffery Scott Griswold
Kendell Brian Grubb
Susan Elizabeth Haley
Megan E. Hall

James Paul Hartbarger
Robyn M. Henson
Jeremy David Hewitt
Ashlie Streeter Hinman
Rachel Anne Hodum
Charlotte Rachel Holmes
Clint Patrick Holt

Bret Hooper

Shatika Reatta Hooper-
McKnight

Jeffrey Deen Hopper
Todd Allyn Horton
Katherine Ann Jacks
Mandy Deann Jackson
Deanna Maria Jeans
Rachel Garren Jenkins
Derek Andrew Johnson
Jessica Christina Johnson
Alison Michelle Johnston
Bonnie Martha Rae Jones
Holly Barnes Jordan
Prathibha Virupax Joshi

Karen A. Kendrick-Toalston
Patrick Michael Kennedy
Sherry Renee Kirker
Daniel Jonas Klemetz
Manon Kruse

Chasity Angele Kutzer
Amber Marie Laura
Heather Baker Lawson
Thuy-Tien Pham Le
Denise Marie Leggett

Mei Liu

Daniel Conrad Luttrell
Sheryl Denise Mabry
Brook Erin Mallman
Kelley A. Martin

Syreeta S. McClain

Jullie Ann Meyer

David Patrick Miller
Robert Alan Mitchell
Joseph Nicholas Montalbano
Chase Matthew Moore
James H. Moseley
Mihaela lleana Nemes
Andrew Jedediah Nickerson
Joann Mary Nunez
Carolyn Louise Oliver
Susan Beth Osborn

June Stanley Page
Siriluck Paocharoen
Kathryn Elizabeth Parsley
Steven Matthew Parsons
Jennifer L. Pate

Darla Marie Payne

Azar Fariborzi Pepper
Lorie Elizabeth Perryman
Ashley Marie Phillips

Troy Duane Allen
Michael Alan Alsup
Amanda Gail Andrews
Mehdi Joseph Arman
Shelley Annette Armstrong
Kerry Lane Arrington
Monika Anna Ayers
Keven Marie Babcock
John Landon Baker
Michael Wayne Banner
Derek Anthony Barbee
Amantha Lucille Barrett
Kristi Lynn Basford
Jonathan Kwon Bass
Neil E. Birdwell

Jason Stuart Boling
David Alan Brown

Laura Amelia Bruce
Anna Layne Bryant
Tanya Buchheim

Tiffany Rachelle Bufford
Amy Darlene Burris

Aria C. Campbell

Anne J. Channel

Sherry Lynn Cox
Christopher Allen Cullom
Amy Ho Daly

Rachel Rhea Dennis
Rebecca Lee Dennis
Robert Michael Deweese
David Michael Diefenthal
Bethany M. Dorris
Michelle Isabell Doyle
Jennifer Elaine Duckworth
William Richard Eimicke
Jessica Leigh Fanning
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Western to host doubleheader against MT squads in season finale

By Randall Thomason ment seeding is not riding on at home against WKU in for a division championship on

Staff Writer it]” Smith said. “It will be a January, scoring 11 points and  Saturday.
great gear-up game for us, play-  dishing out 11 assists. Louisiana-Lafayette (20-7,
I'he Middle Tennessee men’s  ing the East division champion Smith hopes to see a large 12-2 SBC) and Western

and women's basketball teams
travel to Western Kentucky
University to play the
Hilltoppers in their regular sea
son finales Saturday.
I'he doubleheader com
mences at 12:30 p.m. The men’s
game follows, tentatively slated

to begin at 3 p.m.

I'he Lady Raiders (16-10
overall, 9-4 SBC) clinched the
East division’s No. sced for
next week’s Sun Belt Conference
tournament, and will aim to
defeat the Lady ll'l}:“§‘§‘k!‘<

who won the East’s No e
on their home court
MT head

Smith knows what a confider

coach Stephar
boost it would be for her tear
to claim victory at Diddle Aren

on Saturday

contingent of Lady Raider fans
make the short drive to Bowling
Green to counter what will cer-
tainly be a loud crowd support-
ing the Lady Toppers. “{WKU
supporters| are huge basketball
fans. They have a large group
that loves Lady Topper basket-
ball, and I would love to see us

on their home floor.”

The Lady Raiders continue
to ride a five-game winning
streak that dates back to the
return of freshman post player
I'ia Stovall from a foot injury on
Feb. 6. Smith saw considerable
improvement since the teams
met previously on Jan. 4, a game
that MT won 74-62

Stovall,

bring all the blue we can to level

who averages 11.0 the playing field.”

points and 6.0 rebounds per I'he Blue Raider men's bas-
game, missed the first contest ketball team takes the floor to
vith WKU, and her presence Dbattle the Hilltoppers at the
il add \ n S101 | lusion of the women’s

! H pper { ¢ ittempting to snap
defeat VKI 35 game home winning
Iy Raiders | mark that ranks second

ntry behind only

14 1 University. MT (14-

eray i SBC) clinched at least
per game and lead fivision’s No. 2 seed in

major statistic nce tournament but

playing

Kentucky (19-8, 10-2 SBC)
faced off in Louisiana last night.
A WKU loss at UL-Lafayette
will set the stage for a champi-
onship showdown at E.A.
Diddle Arena this weekend. A
Blue Raider win on Saturday
would give MT and WKU iden-
tical 10-4 conference records,
but the Blue Raiders would get
the tie-breaking nod by virtue
of a two-game sweep in the sea-
sOn series.

MT head coach Kermit Davis
expressed excitement about his
team being in the champi-
onship hunt.

“Any time you go in to the
last week of the season with a
chance to win a championship,
you're pleased,” Davis said. “It
hasn’t been done here in 14

Se; Hﬁt;ppers. 8

own final stretch

Track and field star
prepares for nationals

By Michael Rutledge

sports Editor

Maybe he's not as fast as a speeding bullet, but he’s
M¢ Mardy Scalc In fact, if the Middle
lennessee track star runs much faster, someone
might want to trade in his Blue Raider uniform for

one sporting a red cape
run the 60-meter

I'his year, he 1s the fastest man t«

in the nation, but, believe it or not, away from the
track, Mardy doesn’t £0 very last al all.

‘I like to sit around, play video games and chill
Scales said, describing this activities

outside of training. “I'm a pretty laid-back guy.”

with my boys

So far this season, Scales has laid nothing back
when staring off the block, and when he’s not chilling
with his friends, he’s freezing the competition. In the
four 55/60 meter races he ran this year, no one fin-
ished closer than five yards behind him.

Going into this weekend’s Sun Belt Conference
Indoor Championships, Scales posted the fastest time
this year among runners from the 11-team college in

the 55-, 60- and 200-meter-dashes.

video games, don’t think Nintendo'’s Track
and Field originally gave Scales inspiration to take the
storm. That incentive

playing

conference and nation by

began with his fatl

It started with him,” Scales said. “He was always
pushing me to excel and practice to get to my full
;‘«'[L'A)il.li

A junior at MT and already an All-American in the
60-meter, and reigning 55-meter SBC champion, how
much further can Scales’ potential really stretch?

[ can get better,” Scales said. “but I just need peo-
ple to push me a little harder. I haven't really had any-
one come up and challenge me [on the track| this
year. If someone pushes me to beat them, then | can
run even faster. My goal is just like everyone else’s: to
win a national championship. But the ultimate goal is
to turn pro.

With the NCAA quickly

approaching, Scales will get all the challenges he

championships

wants from the top runners in the nation on March

MT ready for three-peat
in SBC championships

By Michael Rutledge
Assistant Sports Editor

Ready for someone at
Middle Tennessee to finally
win a Sun Belt Conference
Championship this season?

The wait could be almost
OVET,

The men and women of
MT’s indoor track team are
doing their final training
drills now on account of this
weekend’s SBC champi-
onship meet in Jonesboro,
Ark. Both squads for MT are
not only the two-time
defending conference cham
pionships, but the men won
three straight conference
crowns going back to their
days in the Ohio Valley
Conference.

Chances look good for an
SBC three-peat for MT on
both squads, as 38-year
coach Dean Hayes brings a
roster full of athletes who
have already outperformed

other SBC schools.

Here’s a quick list: 2002
All-American and defending
SBC champion in the 55
meter Mardy Scales, two
time SBC runner of the week
Rosemary Okafor, defending
SBC champion and current
conference record holder in
the 55m Jerkita
McClorin and defending
SBC triple jump champion
Kim Freeman.

This vear, Scales earned
an automatic bid to the
upcoming NCAA tourney,
and looks like a lock in the
55m. For the women, Okafor
earned an NCAA provisional
bid in the same event and
will be this weekend’s
favorite in the 55m and 200-
meter. She took second place
in both events last season.

The meet will take place
on the Arkansas State
University campus begin-
ning Saturday and running
through Sunday. @

hurdles

Photos by Chns Nichols | Photo Editor

Mardy Scales, top, and Trisha Devalcourt, above, are both expected to have good
showings in the Sun Belt Conference Track Championship in Jonesboro, Ark.

Just because the Franklin native has a pastime of

File Photo

MT forward Bryant Mitchell sets up for a fade-away shot.
Mitchell is expected to play against WKU Saturday.

Player’s
protest not
in team’s
best interest

j Sports commentary
i
|

Michael Rutledge
Assistant Sports
Editor

Turn your back to the flag
somewhere else, Toni.

I understand the reasons
behind Manhattanville College
women'’s basketball player Toni
Smith’s back-turning protest,
but I can’t understand why she
chose the time before her team’s
games to angle away from the
American flag.

The Manhattanville senior
captain released this statement
to the press last Thursday: “For
some time now, the inequalities
that are embedded into the
American system have bothered
me, as they are becoming pro-
gressively worse. And, it is clear
that the government’s priorities
are not on bettering the quality
of life for all of its people, but
rather on expanding its own
power, | cannot, in good con-
science, salute the flag,”

Toni, you want to protest
war? Fine. Just do your demon-
stration from the bleachers.
Even if your conscience troubles
you that badly on the gym floor,
bow your head, keep your arms
at your side or just look straight
up in the air.

I can’t agree with protesting
in a way that negatively affects
others, like Smith does. She is
breaking the first rule of organ-
ized sports by separating herself
from her team.

Maybe Manhattanville’s
first-vear coach Shawn Lincoln
should drill her in team ethics
that supposed to be
instilled in her brain since her
junior pro basketball days.

Perhaps Smith just needs to
finish growing up and under-
stand her commitments and
responsibilities.

Smith showed her personal
beliefs outweigh that of the
team. As the team’s captain,
Smith lost the right to be an
individual when she wears her
school’s colors. She has a com-
mitment to be a leader to her
teammates and not a force that
can potentially damage her
team’s spirit and morale past
rectifiable proportions.

Smith already forced her
teammates to play in hostile
crowds this season after the
Associated Press broke the news
of her season-long demonstra-
tion. But, now that all of
\merica knows, any gym Smith
and her team plays in will be

paced with angry, loud fans.

were

[o force her squad to contin-
ue to play in those type of envi-
ronments during crunch time
of one of the best seasons the
Lady Valiants have seen i1s not
only unfair but clearly shows
her inability to lead in the best
interests of the team. @
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Baseball player’s widow
to sue drug company

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -
The widow of Steve Bechler
plans to sue the manufacturer
of a dietary supplement the
Baltimore Orioles pitcher was
believed to be taking before his
death.

Bechler, 23, died Feb. 17
from heatstroke after collapsing
during a workout at training
camp. In his preliminary autop-
sy report, Broward County
Chief Medical Examiner Joshua
Perper linked Bechler’s death to
a diet supplement that contains
ephedra.

A bottle of Xenadrine RFA-1,
an over-the-counter weight-loss
product containing ephedra,
was found in Bechler’s locker
after he collapsed.

Fan violence forces team
to move to another city

MILAN, Italy — Torino must
play its next five home games at
another stadium because of fan
violence that forced the suspen-
sion of an Italian league soccer
game.

The league also awarded A.C.
Milan a 3-0 victory in the
Saturday night game. Play was
suspended in the 63rd minute

after a large group of fans con-
fronted police.

It has not been decided yet
where Torino will play during
the suspension.

Dozens of Torino fans
ripped seats from the stands
and hurled them onto the track
ringing the field. The fans then
tried to force their way onto the
field by smashing Plexiglas pan-
els separating them from the
playing area. Police, armed with
shields and batons, charged and
fired tear gas to disperse the
attacks.

American ice skaters win
over Russian favorites

OSTRAVA, Czech Republic -
Ice dancers Loren
Galler-Rabinowitz and David
Mitchell of the United States
won their qualifying group at
the Junior World Figure Skating
Championships.

The Americans put in two
solid performances in the com
pulsory dances, finishing ahead
of favorites Elena
Romanovskaya and Alexander
Grachev of Russia.

Oksana Domnina and
Maxim Shabalin of Russia won
the other qualifying group

The | 7-year-old

Galler—Rabinowitz of Boston

Sp-rrts Briefs

From Associated Press Reports

and the 20-year—old Mitchell of
Ann Arbor, Michigan, were 12th
at last year's junior worlds.

Teenager from Ghana to
play for U.S. soccer team

CHICAGO - Freddy Adu, a
13-year-old forward from
Ghana who gained U.S. citizen-
ship this month, was among 18
players picked for the American
team that will attempt to quali-
fy for the FIFA Under-17 World
Championship.

Adu came to the United
States when he was 8 years old
and trained with the Under-17
team in Bradenton, Fla. He
became a citizen on Feb. 13
when his mother gained citizen-
ship.

Blues forward Tkachuk
paid for head blow

NEW YORK - St. Louis
Blues forward Keith Tkachuk
was suspended for four games
without pay by the NHL for hit-
ting Minnesota forward Wes
Walz in the head with his stick.

I'kachuk

$487.804.84 in salary. He was

will lose
also was \U\Pa‘lldl‘d for one
game in March 2002. Because
I'kachuk is a repeat offender, he
based on the

forfeits salary

number of games in the season
(82) rather than the number of
days (180).

Hoffman to have surgery,
will miss first half of season

PEORIA, Ariz. - San Diego
Padres closer Trevor Hoffman
will have surgery to repair a
bone in his throwing shoulder
and will miss at least the first
half of the season. Hoffman,
fifth in career saves with 352,
wouldn’t set a timetable for his
recovery, but general manager
Kevin Towers hopes the
right-hander will be available to
pitch after the All-Star break.
The 35-year—old Hoffman has
not been on the disabled list in
10 major league seasons.

Detroit Lions rebuilding,
drop Crowell and Howard

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — The
Detroit Lions released receiver
Germane Crowell and kick
returner Desmond Howard.

Howard, a 12-year veteran,
missed the final seven games of
last season with a neck injury.
He won the Heisman Trophy at
Michigan in 1991 and Super
Bowl MVP with Green Bay in
1997, becoming the fourth play-
er to win both awards.

Gamecocks leave Lady Raiders in South Carolina sand

By Osby Martin
Staﬁ Writer

The 23rd-ranked University
of South Carolina women'’s ten-
nis team defeated Middle
Tennessee’s Lady Raiders 5-2 on
Sunday afternoon at the USC
indoor facility.

The win improved the
Gamecocks’ record to 4-1 on the
season while Middle Tennessee
dropped to 2-9. The Lady
Raiders fought hard and were
very competitive although they
have been just falling short all
year.

The Gamecocks stormed out
of the gates, winning two of the

three doubles match-ups
29th ranked Mai
Kruse/Stacy Varnell were deteat
ed in an 8-6 upset during tl
first doubles match. At the No
2 match-up Carien
Venter/Emily Vest lost 8-3, giv
ing the Gamecocks the doubles
point with one match left.
Jennifer Klaschka/Laura
McNamara got the only doubles
win for Middle Tennessee, 8-4.
Entering the singles part of
the match-up, USC held a 1-0
lead, but the lead quickly disap-
peared as MT won the top two
seed matches to take a 2-1. The
Gamecocks got help from the
bottom of the line-up to win the

duo

natch

Manon Kruse, ranked 53rd
continued
dominate as she
Bovanovich in straight sets, 6- |
6-0. The victory was the eighth
straight for the junior from
Hamm, Germany running her
record to 9-2. Jennifer Klaschka
was victorious at the No. 2
seed against Kenoyer of USC
6-2, 6-1.

The third seed match-up was
the most exciting of the day as
Venter and Wiggins battled it
out on the court for three sets.
Wiggins won the first set, 6-0,
but Venter won the second set,
6-3, to force a third and final set.

the nation,

defeated

ticbreaker to
ecord to 10-6.

Wojdylo
defeated Varnell in straight sets,
Brown beat
McNamara in straights as well

O ‘\‘m- 2}

6(7-5) in the
four,

6G-3, 6 while

5). Walsh topped Vest
giving the Gamecocks
the victory.

The match was the last for
USC before they begin their
SEC campaign.

Middle returns
home on Saturday to host Sun
Belt Conference foe Arkansas-
Little Rock. The match is set for
I p.m. at the Buck Bouldin
Tennis Center. @

6-2, 6-2

lennessee

Former Bulls star tries for
Chicago city council seat

CHICAGO — Former
Chicago Bulls star Bob
“Butterbean” Love is headed for
overtime in his race for city
council.

Love, who played for the
Bulls from 1969-76, got enough
votes to force a runoff election
on April 1 against incumbent
alderman Ted Thomas.

Love averaged 17.6 points
per game over 11 years and
played in three NBA All-Star
games before a back injury
ended his career. After over-
coming a severe stuttering
problem, he became a popular
motivational speaker as the
Bulls’ director of community
affairs.

Bryant falls short of tying
Chamberlain record

LOS ANGELES - Kobe
Bryant failed to extend his
streak of scoring at least 40
points to 10 games, which
would have tied Wilt
Chamberlain for the
second-longest streak in NBA
history.

The 24-year—old Lakers star
scored 32 points in the Lakers’
109-98 win over the Los

Angeles Clippers.

Bryant had also scored at
least 35 points in 13 consecutive
games.

Only Chamberlain  has
longer streaks, having accom-
plished that feat in 33, 23 and 20
straight games.

San Diego State placed on
two-year NCAA probation

SAN DIEGO - San Diego
State’s football team was put on
two years of probation by the
NCAA for holding banned off-
season practices.

The university said it would
appeal.

The NCAA found that an
assistant coach held summer
workouts for offensive linemen
from 1998-2001.

Lightning captain scored
609th career goal

TAMPA, Fla. — Tampa Bay
Lightning  captain  Dave
Andreychuk scored his 609th
goal night and moved into 12th
place on the NHL career list.

Andreychuk’s goal in the first
period broke a tie with Dino
Ciccarelli and put him just one
behind Bobby Hull for 11th
place.®

Softball games canceled
Staff Reports

The Middle Tennessee Lady Raider Softball squad saw its
share of bad weather as mother nature canceled six more
games on the team’s schedule.

The Lady Raiders (3-3, 0-0 SBC) have only played six
games this season, with eight games canceled due to rain and -
snow. MT played four games in Florida, going one for three,
and beat East Tennessee twice on campus last week in a game

threatened by rain.

Yesterday’s doubleheader at Belmont was called off due to
rain and ice in the Nashville area only hours after the team
announced the cancellation of this weekend’s Evansville

Tournament.

MT was scheduled to play four games in the round robin
tourney before over four inches of snow hit the Evansville
area. The Lady Raiders were to face four teams: Evansville,
Boston University, IP-Fort Wayne and UT-Martin. ¢
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Sidelines Classifieds
James Union Building
Room 310
615-904-8154

Classifieds are free to
students, faculty and staff.
Call for off-campus rates.

Power Sunroof, 195K
miles, $4,750, Call:

615-893-7513.
1997 Ford Explorer Electric GuitarGibson
Eddie Baver, V8, 4X4, Epiphone, Les Paul
Green W/Tan Leather, style. Black w/gold
Sunroof, Keyless with ickups. One owner
Alarm, 6 Disc '

Changer, Towing Pkg.,
New Brakes, Good

Tires, Well Maintained, Trumpet-Silver Bach
$5.500 B0, Call - Mercedss. Very good
Nogsrsosessy) o oo
or 90;,'}23.;%33; 4 hord case. $550. Call
ouc i
stain profectant/ an&ﬁgc“C?fond Prix
Recliners on ends ond 1994, Great .
-$350.Coll  Condiion, $5,000.
585-1596. Call 8969395,
new Mini Fridge  Conon ES8200r 8mm
& Dirt Devil Vacum Camcorder w/LCDflip-
MWIS for sale. 867 out screen, image IS'G
X bilizer, 22X opfical
1996 Dodge Ram .., 700X digital
1500. v.l PW, zoom, remole control,
PDL, CC, TW, CD photo mode, 2.5"
2 color LCD Screen-
g M uhl rolates 180 e built
Lots of Extras. in video light, flexi-
;gv'r color. = zone auto exposure,
0.0). ( programmed auto
8493 ll*.. exposure, sports, por-
Mongoose bul(‘:' bou‘gh' trait, spotlight, and
new in 2000 for sal sand and snow modes,

ike new condition.
Comes with hard case.
$425. 898-3449.

time base corrector,

hardly been used. If eset titler function,
m;md, co!'| 217 Buihin mic. Includes
or emai! m , com|
MECBol@aol com el i g
‘94 Honda Accord EX
cable, shoulder strap,
2dr, Green, Alloy remote control. $300

CLASSIFIEDS

call 907-1338 or 631-
5366 ask for LaToya
1995 Chevy Beretta
with heat and air. 45K
on engine, gray in
ition.
3,500. call Forrest at
220-2469 or 506
6446.
Steel Buildings - year
end clearance, factory
seconds. Freight
Domaged. Repos.
Thousands OH.
Financing Available. 1-
800-222-6335. Made
in USA.
‘91 Dodge Daytona
2D Hatchback, auto,
blk, $800 FIRM. Go
10: www.dd?1 tk for
more info. Or
Call/email me: 615-
273-4075,
joc3w@misu.edu
33X 12.5TSL
Thornbird All Terrain
tires 25% tread $200
obo. 2002 Mode! Half
sliding glass soft win-
dows k:r Jeep
Wra 88.96
Modm. Brond new in
Box. $275 obo. Call
Jeff at 417-3157, jos-
jeepster@cs.com
Cannondale MTB00
Tandem Bike for Sole
Yellow, new, fully
loaded, riden once.
$1,200. Call 631-
9578 for more info.
Many items for sale:
Brown recliner in good
condition $65 OBO
Large rap around sec-
tional, multiple light
colors, has a recliner
on both ends, seats 6
people, great condi-
tion $680 new will sell
for $250, OBO. Two
nice end tables $50
OBO. Brond new
kitchen table, four
chairs, Oak top not
laminated, green base
on table and chairs,
looks great $120
OBO. Large computer
/school desk with
book rack on top, must
see $45 OBO. Very
large entertainment
center, excellent condi-
tion cherry finish, great
for getting all of your
entertainment needs
organized $235
OBO. 26" mountain
bike with 21 s,
bike lock and bike
rack for car, all for
$150. Full range kick-
er sul r sy..em,
hardly used will sell for
$225 OBO. 540-849-
0192.
1995 Mercury Tracer.
73,000 Miles.
$2,800. Call 501-
8785

Keyboard case: Anvil
ATA Flight Case. Fits
KORG T-1, 01/W,
Triton Pro-X or similar
88-Key keyboord
$325, obo. Call 898-
2635 or see Dr
Piekarski in Mass
Comm, Room 207
Keep the holiday
weight off with Total
Control! Burn fat, block
cravings o?d boost
energy! All natural,
ephe!ro free, 6-week
supply $38.00 with o
30-day MBG. We do
accept Visa, MC and
Discover. Place your
order today, 615-874-
8232.

‘88 Volvo 740
Turbo. Black, lots

and

Hi
i

H

it
]

2,900,
obo. Call 615-217-
8599

STEEL BUILDINGS
Winter Clearance,
Factory Seconds.
Repo’s. 20X26,
25X34, 35X54 Make
Offers. Financing. 1-
800-222-6335.

Cap + Barbell
Professional Weight &
Bench. Preacher Curls
& leg Lift. Includes
300lbs. of weight
$210.00 Call 907-
1957.

Downhill skis, ski poles
bindings and ski boots
(men's). good for
teen/adult beginners
$275/0BO call 615-
904-3947

Firewood, split, seo-
soned, red ook ond
cherry. $40 rick, 70
cord U-Haul it. Barfield
area. 867-5077.

i

Apply in JUB 306.

MAKE YOUR
SUMMER COUNT!
No experience
required. Poid intern
ships available. Join our
team for B weeks of fun
|working with girls at our
resident comp in
Middle Tennessee. We
|are now hiring the fok
lowing counselors: gen-
|eral, adventure, eques-
(irian, life guards, food
|service, health care and
|more! Free training in
{all areas. Make memo-
‘nes 1o last a lifefime
while making o differ-
ence in the lives of girls
|For more information
|visit www.girlscout
|sofev.org, call Amy ot
6158902451 or email
us of
|oreesman@girlscout

|sofcv.org

Babysitter needed
asap. Mon. & Fri. 9
6:30 p.m. l-year-old
boy. Call Courtney
5067712

SKILLED ARTIST WITH
MAC EXPERIENCE
NEEDED TO ASSIST
M'BORO ILLUSTRATOR
ON A PER PROJECT
BASIS. CALL FOR AN
INTERVIEW 848.7122
OR 585-2546
Needed- caring, expe-
rienced, reliable child
care workers for
Church Nursery, near
campus. Hours are
every Sunday morning
and some evenings as
your schedule permits
Good Pay, New
Facilities. (Avail. dur-
ing summers a plus but
not nec.) lease stop by
the St. Mark’s Church
Office for an applica-
tion ot 1267 N.
Rutherford Bivd
Infernational

e o
Flaxible scheduling.

EARN THOUSANDS saving your
friends hundreds. Local Phone Service
is now available with FREE UNLIMITED
long distance from $29.95. The der

vlation of the local

hone market wi

make thousands millions. Your ground

No ex

F/T.

rience necessary. work P

floor opportunity is now. We train (Yrou.
o inventory, deliveries, collec-

or

tions or limits to your growth! Collect
monthly commissions for life.
Infoline 1-800-896-5750 or
Live Support at 615-884-2679.
Join us on campus on 2/25.

Call for details.

59 people wanted to
gain or lose weight,
build muscle or lose
fat. Nutritionists avail
able. 6158748232
Soles Leaders
Looking for your last
job2 $85K+ first
year/Int. Co
Expanding. Call for
local interview. 615-
2526930

Gear Up Institute
Obijective: To work
with at risk adolescent

youth in o four week
college preparatory
program

Qualifications fe
include: Bachelor
degree prelerred or
senior stotus with o
university with a mini
mum of 95 undergrad
vate hours earned in
Child Development
and Family Studies
Psychology, Secondary
Education, or
Sociology/Social
Work. Pay commensu
rate to education and
experience, additional
compensation for trav
elling is available for
persons willing to ride
with students to and
from Nashville daily
send resume to Box B6
Are you interested in
bath and beouty prod
ucts, gifts for the whole
family , clothing, and
more2 Are you looking
for great prices or an
opportunily to sell
these products and
make up to 50% com-
mission on your sales?
If you would like to
buy or sell AVON,
please call Karen
Miles ot 8670245 or
804-0547 |
ATTENTION -
DENTS! Great jobs
inside, Super pay, Fun,
Easy to learn. Paid
Weekly Call Max ot
907-3032 Today.
SPRING BREAK ‘03
WITH
STUDENTCITY.COM!
FREE FOOD & DRINKS
AND 150% Lowest
Price Guarontee! REPS
WANTED! Earn 2
FREE TRIPS, VIP treat-
ment, cash and prizes!
Call 1-800-293-1445
or e-mail sales@stu-
denicity.com

Modern Efficiency in

Historic Home
Walking distance from
campus. $525
includes utilities and
cable. Call 4563958
Apt. for rent @ Univ
Courtyard. Rent $385
Dep. $300 but | will
pay half. Move in
immediotely. lease
ends July 31, 2003
Call 9072261 or call
torbrett@comcast net
Room for rent. Male
preferred. 1 bedroom
with private bathroom
in o 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Move in anytime
after exams $425
includes, furniture,
appliances, shuttle
service 1o school
Ground floor at
Sterling Apartments
Call Nick at 423-503
6187 with any ques
hons

Hurry! Hurry! One
bedroom for rent in a
two bedroom apt. Rent
before Dec. ond pay
only $385 includes
everything- water
phone, cable, and
bedroom items. Lease
ends July 31st Call

308-9700

155 ar rent

2 and 3 bedroon
houses for rent. $7(X
for 2 bedroom and
$855 for 3 bedroom
5 minutes from cam
pus. Appliances includ
ed Call Neil now @
482.194)
Large 2-story house 3
miles from campus. 5
spacious rooms for stu-
dents. Female students
preferred. $250 a
month + utilities.
Discounts available
$50 off 1st month rent
for the first lease
$300 security deposit
Fully furnished, washer
& dryer, dish washer,
microwave, central
H/A and Culligan
drinking water. Call
898-2005.
Condo- 3 bed/ 2 1/2
bath near 1-24. 1,400
sq. ft. All applionces.
Large master and
kitchen, pantry, vaulted
ceiling, laundry,
garage, lawn care,
pets, $880. 615-423
6272

Roommate wanted at
University Commons. |
bedroom with shared
bath in a 4 bedroom
unit. Rent is $275,

includes water, cable,
electric and W/D. Call
491-1094.

Roommate needed for
small apt

$255/month includes
all utilities except
phone and cable inter-
net. Male or female
Small pets allowed
8963226

Looking for 2 female
roommates for a nice
3 bed/2 bath house
near campus. $360 a
month per person, all
util., cable and internet
included. Call Ashley
al 4740002
Roommate needed for
3 bedrcom apt. ot
SUH. Available at the
end of fall semester
$420/month includes
washer/dryer, all bills
(including cable.) | will
pay you $100 on
move-in. Call 898
3588 or email
1wh2q@m'su edu
Roommate wanted
$100 deposit, $385
includes all utilities
washer & dryer, fully
furnished. Call 615
907.3962 or 931
2780043

One bedroom avail. in
3BR apartment of
Raider's Crossings
Furnished w/WD, eth
erne! hook-up, premi
um cable. Walking dis-
lance to MTSU. Rent is
$420/m. Call Jesse ot
6152684114
Roommate wanted at
Chelsea Place

$295 00+ 1/2 util
call 896-3612
Roommate needed to
fill extremely large
bedroom w/own bath
in local townhouse
$260/month + 1/3
utilities. 615-867-
7775

4 bedroom, 2 bath
apartment. | or 2
male roommates need-
ed at Sterling
University Gables,
poolside view
Furnished, free rent for
February. 2 Excellent
Roommates o live
with. Lease ends in
August. Coll 494-
3913 or 481-5600 as
for Marcus Bell

One male and one
female needed to sub-
lease 2 bdrms in o 4
bdrm/4bath apartment
@ Univ. Courtyards
Will pay 1/2 of 1t
months rent and securi-

ty dep. Call 347-3956

or 347-3954 ask for
David or Sarah.
Apt. for sublease at
University Courtyard
summer. Last 2
weeks of May are dis-
counted. June & July
are $339 o month.
Includes all utilities, fur-
nishings, private bed-
room, share bath. Call
Kelly @ 8936354
Female needed to take
over lease @ Univ
Courtyard. Private
bed/bath. $365 a
month, reg. $385! 5
minutes from campus,
Call Leigh [615) 482-
3090

Female wanted to sub-
lease | bedroom in 4
bed/2 bath opt. one
mile from campus

Fully furnished. $325
a month/utilities includ-
ed. call Amber at 615
758-3333 or 615-
4307333

Male subleaser need-
ed at Sterling
University Gables stort-
ing in January. Rent is
$330 o month and |
will pay you $100 to
move in! Apartment is
fully furnished with
W/D and has a view
of the pool. Call 893-
3118

Apt. for sublease ot
Sterling Univ. Gables
on S. Rutherford Blvd

| bedroom available
out of 4. WD included,
$300 month. Move in
after finals. Call Jacob
ot 931-2860207

| need a subleaser!
$485 per month
includes everything,
phone cable - fullsize
W/D, smoking is fine
Large 2b/2b apt
Male or Female is fine
Call 2187447

Free 2 months rent,
free refrigerator and
freezer w/lease agree-
ment. $370/month all
utilities included
Sterling Gables (male)
call 604-7400 or 289-
0720 or go by Sterling
and ask for 933C
Sublease apartment
Nottingham Apt.
Across from campus 2
bedroom 2 bath. email
chrispytaul@yahoo.co
m

Are you ready for
Spring Break?
Lose those excess
pounds now! Allnatu-
ral, Drug-free program
can help you lose up

1o 30 pounds in 30
days. (888) 2200982

toll free/'

IR

24 hours.

PHOTOGRAPHY?

3 Packoges available

starfing ot $649! 12
years experience.
Call or e-mail for

oppl/questions. See

ws&i'e for Wedding

portfolio. AL KRAMER
615-542-5284

www.akphoto. netak-

hoto@att.net
Neevf time to study
with no time to clean.
Call the Minute Maids!
867-3602.
Student needs a tutor
for college algebra.
Reply at
RNButler2@ool.com or
call 6152732314 or
on cell 542-4231

#1 Spring Break
Vacations! Cancun,
Jamaica, Bahamas &
Florida! Best Parties,
Best Hotels, Best
Prices! Space is
Limited!!! 1-800-234-
7007 . www.endless-
summertours.com
SPRING BREAK
Mexico, Jomaica,
Bahamas & Floridal
Free Parties & drinks!
Lowest prices!

www breakerstravel co
m (800) 575-2026

Looking to start o
band. Influences are
mainly Radiohead,
Smashing Pumpkins,
Failure, Quicksand,
and Hum. let’s see
what happens! Call
me at 8963226 if
interestad

Fraternities® Sororities
ClubseStudent Groups

Earn $1,000-$2,000
this semester with o
proven Campus-
Fundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event
Our programs make
fundraising easy with
no risks. Fundraising
dates are filling
quickly, so get with
the Er ram! It
works. Conloct
CampusFundraiser at
888.923-3238, or
visit www campus-

fundraiser.com
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Sun %{t‘ Conference Baseball News and Notes
e

Hilltoppers:

Davis added that even if
WKU should win at UL-
Lafayette and clinch the divi-
sion title, his team would still go
to Bowling Green to play hard
and win.

“It will be a great atmos-
phere, regardless,” Davis said.

Matches mark end of season

The Blue Raiders need big
performances from all-confer-
ence candidates Tommy Gunn
and William Pippen. MT’s
high-scoring duo was instru-
mental in upending the
Hilltoppers 69-65 at Murphy
Center on Jan. 4. Pippen poured
in 21 points and grabbed 10
rebounds in the Blue Raider
victory while Gunn scored 17

points.

WKU plans to counter with
deadly outside shooting. The
Hilltoppers boast numerous
perimeter threats with Patrick
Sparks, Mike Wells and Filip
Videnov leading the charge. The
trio combined for 42 points in
the first meeting with MT, con-
necting on 10 of 26 three-point
attempts. ®

J years.”
)’ \‘*. e
20(‘3;;Sun Belt Baseball Records
IR Sun Belt Overall
L w L Pat. Stk W L
PN ) State 0..1.9 000 L2 11 2
-, als 0 % 0 000 W3 12 3
Western Kentucky 0 0 .000 L2 2 1
Loulsiana-Lafayette 0 0 000 L1 5 7
: ,mns '. 0 0 000 WI o 4 6
3 s-Little Rock 0 0 000 W2 2 3
South¥Alabama 0 0 000 W2 3 5
Middle Tennessee 0 0 .000 L3 1 2
Arkaffsas State 0 0 000 W1 2 5
*=Regular season champion +=Tournament  champion A=NCAA
Tournament

Arkansas-Little Rock Trojans

UALR and Lamar waited two days to
begin their three-game series due to heavy
rains in the Beaumont, Texas, area. They
split a doubleheader Sunday
(Lamar 5-2, UALR 3-1), but
Lamar won the finale 10-4
on Monday.

Junior Leo Monterrey
hit a two-run homerun in
his first at bat-in a Trojan
uniform Monday after
noon. Monterrey was
2-for-4 with an HR, two
RBIs and a run scored in \
his UALR debut, Monterrey ™\
was signed last season out of
Highland Coramunity College but ™\

sat out the season as a red shirt
because of injuries.
Sophomore Ségtt Sharpe went a career
high 7.0 inmings in getting the win with a 3
victory over Lamar in the second game of

a doubleheader on Feb. 25. Sharpe gave up
ne unearned run while striking
out one

Florida International
Golden Panthers

I'he Golden Panthers went 2-

2 this week, beating Florida
Atlantic and Bethune-Cookman and
losing twice to the Wildcats.

Getting his second straight start
against the Owls, Josh Banks dominated
again, going seven innings, giving up three
hits, no runs, zero walks and striking out
six in his second win of the year.

Banks has now pitched 29 innings in
four starts, giving up eight hits and four
walks and strik-

besting the conference record of 27.1 held
by John Wylie (JU, 1990) and Phil
Brassington (Lamar, 1993).
Bryan Pullin went 4-for-5 while Ricardo
Nanita (2-for-5, 2 RBI) and Fernando
Alvarez (2-for-2, 1 run) also con-
tributed offensively in the win.
Posting six runs in the bottom of
the ninth, the Golden Panthers
came back to defeat Bethune-
Cookman 9-8 Friday night.
Derek DeCarlo (1-0) earned his
fourth no-decision of the year, going
six and one-third innings and striking
out four batters.

South Alabama Jaguars

South Alabama bounced back from an
0-4 season-opening road trip to California
and went 3-1 last week. The Jaguars started
the week by picking up a huge win at

nationally-ranked Auburn.
USA handed the Tigers a 17-3 thrash-
ing. At their own Coca-Cola Classic, the

Jags went 2-1

but fell to

visiting

Southern
Mississippi 8-0
on Sunday,
snapping a
three-game win-
ning streak.

After scoring just
eight runs during its
four-game  California

swing, the Jags erupted

with 51 last week, an aver-
age of 13 per game.

USA scored 17 against
Auburn, 19 versus St. John's and 15 against

Northwestern.

ing out 37
with an ERA
of 0.00. His
29 consecu-
tive score-
l e s s
innings
pitched '
established Jpe .

Senior right fielder
Cole Craig is the only ‘
Jag to hit safely in all
eight games. He’s bat-
ting a team-best .448

(13-29).
Junior second l
baseman Josh «

Touchstone has hit in

school and =’
conference
marks, breaking the school

record of Evan Thomas (26.1, 1995) and

seven of the eight
u'agm games and 37 of his
last 39 games. ¢

Scales: Blue Raider vying
for team’s fifth NCAA title

The Housing and Residential
Life Office is now accepting
housing reapplication forms
from returning students for the
Fall 2003/Spring 2004 aca-
demic year. Students are
encouraged to reapply for
housing as early as possible,
particularly if they are request-

ing to move to a different location on campus next year, as
new assignments are made by application date. Students
requesting to remain in their same location on campus
next year will be given first priority to do so as long as
their reapplication and $200 prepaid rent deposit are
received by the deadline. The deadline for students living
in on-campus housing to reapply for housing with priority
for the 2003/2004 academic year is Monday, March 3,
2003 at 4:00 PM. Students need to complete a reapplica-
tion form available in the Housing and Residential Life
Office, pay the $200 prepaid rent at the business office
cashier windows in the Cope Administration Building, 1st
floor, and return the reapplication form stamped “paid” to
the Housing and Residential Life office in the Keathley
University Center, Room 300, Monday through Friday,
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Students also have the option of reapplying for housing with
priority online at www.mtsu.edu. Housing is found under
STUDENT AFFAIRS. The $200 prepaid rent is paid by
using a credit card, Mastercard or Visa, or by completing an
online check. There is an additional $10 nonrefundable
service fee charged for processing the payment online.

To obtain a HOUSING REAPPLICATION FORM, please
come by the Housing and Residential Life office during
office hours, 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday, in

the Keathley University Center, Room 300.

For additional information or questions, please contact Housing

and Residential Life during office hours at 898-2971

Continued from 6

14 and 15.

In 2002, Scales finished
eighth at the NCAA tourney in
the 60m with a time of 6.80.
This year, Scales qualified for
the 60m with a time of 6.60 sec-
onds.

Scales also earned a provi-
sional qualifying time in the
200 for the NCAAs. Provisional
starts are not guaranteed, but if
Scales gets the nod, he said he’d
run in both events for MT.

Already on a squad that is
used to winning, Scales has all
the confidence in himself and

the rest of this teammates in
this weekend’s SBC meet.

“Oh, I really like our
chances,” Scales said of Middle
Tennessee’s upcoming perform-
ance.

“I think we definitely have a
shot.”

A lot of people agree with
Scales on that subject, but it
seems many around him also
think that he also has the
chance to wear a national
championship medal around
his neck.

If Scales has it his way, that is
exactly what will happen. ¢

HAVE YOU OR ARE YOU
USING ECSTASY???

If so, and you are between the ages
of 18-35 you may qualify for a
that examines the
effects of prior ECSTASY use on brain
functioning that is being conducted
by Vanderbilt University Medical
Center.

research stud

If you qualify, you will receive a brief medical and
psychiatric evaluation. In addition, you will have a
series of MRl (magnetic resonance imoging) tests

performed. The appointment takes a
hours. Participants will be compensated up to

$150.00.

For more information, call the
Vanderbilt Outpatient Psychiatry Department
at 615-343-9669.

@ Vanderbilt Medical Center

*Tanning Bed

out 10

RAIDERS

920 Greenland Drive
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

You have lived at the rest...now live at the BEST!

Voted
- “ Favorite Apartment Complex”
T In the 2002 Ruthies’
WOODS AT TheOfficial Peoples Choice Awards of

GREENLAND

&

CROSSING

*Fully furnished, spacious 2, 3, & 4 bedroom units w/ private baths
*Walking distance to campus

*Water, cable, and electricity* included

*Free high-speed Internet service in every bedroom

*Full-size washer & dryer in every unit

*Ceiling fan in every bedroom

*Sparkling Pool & Hot Tub

*Fitness Room / Rec Room

*24 Hour Maintenance Guarantee

Come by for a tour or check us out on the web
www.woodscrossing.com

1350 Hazelwood Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
(615) 890-0800
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