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Students speak with recruters and discover new opy

rraxryc lookir qt e nd new recruits vesterday

Fair aids

By Andy Harper

Campus News Editor

Students and alumni found opportunity
in abundance at Wednesday's job fair in the
James Union Building.

Karen Austin, for the
Career and Employment Center and coor-
dinator of the job fair, said the spring job
fair completes year 16 of MTSU providing
students with an outlet to explore options
for summer employment and internships.

“It is a pretty good cross section of majors
and interests,” Austin said. “Some of the
harder majors like aerospace are difficult to
target, but a lot of the employers deal with a
variety of subject areas.”

The employers, which totaled about 70,
ranged from camps seeking counselors,
retailers searching for associates and radio
stations looking for interns.

“This year we had a side room dedicated
to the radio stations,” Austin said. “But it
wasn'’t just for radio or journalism majors,
we had PR firms and several music labels.”

One of those labels was Cumulus Media,
which owns radio station WRQQ-FM Star

assistant director

97. Michael Epley became an employee of

the radio station after graduating from

1@ job fair brought 7

MTSU steps off in
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1 degree in electronic media
in 2004.

The fall works out better generally and it
is the serious companies that pay for people
to be here,” Epley said. "A good 80 percent of
the kids here are interested in jobs and most
have asked a lot of good questions.”

Epley started in the radio business while
working at WMTS as a sports anchor. Similar
to Epley, Kyle Jessop became interested in his
career while in college. Jessop, a Peace Corps
regional recruiter, said his goal was to inform
students about the benefit of the Cuips.

“I've had a good time coming to campus
and am not trying to sell anything,” Jessop
said. “I'm here for those who are interested
and to inform people that there are more
ways to serve [the United States].”

In addition to the Peace Corps and vari-
ous media groups, Austin said a few new
companies joined the fair.

“We have the FBI and the [Tennessee
Bureau of Investigation] come and talk to
students about job opportunities and
internships,” Austin said. “This is the second
semester the FBI has attended the fair.”

While the fair provides access to employers
who do offer permanent positions within
their companies, many students sought

internship opportunities. Many of those
opportunities are more readily available to
students, like senior elementary education
major Sarah Rogers, who are willing to travel.

“I'm looking at summer camps,” Rogers
said. “1 would like to go somewhere out
West, local is fine but I definitely don't
mind traveling.”

Other students found possible compa-
nies that dealt with personal interests
instead of majors. Nathaniel Gallagher,
sophomore aerospace major, said he was
attracted to the Nashville Sounds because
of his love for baseball.

“I wasn't just going for aerospace, though
NASA had people for Space Camp Turkey,”
Gallagher said. “I was pretty pleased, although
there wasn't that much medical stuff”

Although the job fair only happens twice a
year, Austin said employment information and
possible internships are always available
through the Career and Employment Center.

“Many people don’t know we have an e-
mail distribution list,” Austin said. “But you
have to sign up for it, you are not automat-
ically registered if you are an MTSU stu-
dent. It is free though.”

The next internship and job fair will be
held at the Murphy Center on Sept. 20. ¢

Pageant crowns
new Miss MTSU

By Christin Pepple
Staff Writer

Kelly Duggan and Lashan
Matthews were both crowned
Miss MTSU last Saturday when
Sigma Alpha Epsilon held its
thirty-first annual Miss MTSU.

Duggan, junior recording
industry major, and Matthews,
senior exercise science major, each
won a $500 scholarship, funded by
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Fraternity. The contestants also
have a chance to win another
scholarship when they compete in
June for the title of Miss Tennessee.
The winner of Tennessee’s pageant
has the opportunity to compete
for the 2008 title of Miss America.

“One of these two girls defi-
nitely have a chance at winning
Miss Tennessee and later going
onto compete in the Miss
America pageant,” said Rob
Patterson, coordinator of New
Student and Family Programs
and advisor for the pageant.

The competition amongst the
contestants included a 12-minute
interview in front of a panel of
six judges, a series of questions
asked in front of a live audience,
a physical fitness competition, an
evening gown competition and a
talent competition.

Other conditions of participa-
tion for any contestant that might
hold a state or national title include
an age specification between sev-
enteen and twenty-four and no
other contracts that might interfere
with pageant obligations.

o

The judges, two of which had
won the title previously, includ-
ed a Murfreesboro attorney, a
band director from Nashville
and a Webb School faculty
member, chose Duggan and
Matthews from 13 contestants.

“The surprise of winning was the
biggest emotion I felt when it was
announced,” Duggan said. “I was
actually nominated last year by my
sorority, Alpha Chi Omega, but I
did not participate. I was nominat-
ed again this year and | went out
there, did my thing and it all worked
out, which was surprising because
I've never been in a pageant before.”

Duggan is using the title as a
way to expand the awareness of
racism, a platform she used dur-
ing the competition.

“This opportunity has opened up
a lot of doors I hadn't thought pos-
sible,” Duggan said. “The plans I had
made for this semester have changed
entirely as a result. 'm planning
appointments and appearances and
have begun working more on cam-
pus to promote racism awareness. |
have a project in the works of trying
to incorporate racism awareness in
the general education requirements
of the curriculum.”

Matthew, also crowned Miss
MTSU, was previously crowned
Miss MT Blue Raider.

“I was surprised when I found
out I had won [Miss MTSU],”
Matthews said. “I didn’t realize
they had called my name, and I
just stood there shocked when |
finally heard it.”

Matthews competed in the
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Lashan Matthews (L)
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» senior exercise major, and Kelly Duggan (R), junior recording

industry major, were both crowned Miss MTSU by Sigma Alpha Epsilon

pageant last year and did not
place. She was nominated by her
sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, to
compete again this year.

“My sisters have been so support-
ive and I am just so excited to be
able to promote my platform,
which is youth dance education in
the arts,” Matthews said. “I really am
excited to be able to go to Jackson
and compete for Miss Tennessee.”

Matthews talent is dance, and
she has participated in several
community service programs to
help young people learn to express
themselves through dance.

Duggan and Matthews will be
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going to Jackson in June to compete
for the title of Miss Tennessee. If
either win, the contestants will be
offered more scholarship money, an
opportunity to work with the
Governor to promote drug aware-
ness in Tennessee schools and a new
car from a sponsoring dealership.
“It’s a good opportunity for the
girls,” Patterson said. “We have had
so many girls come back who have
won the title and say that they have
gotten better jobs as a result of the
experience they had in competi-
tion. The experience from this
competition has aided many and
will aid any future title holders.”®
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Newer system

to supersede
older WebMT

By Josh Daughtery
Staff Writer

Students current method of
checking their schedules is
about to change as MTSU
implements the new on-line
registration system RaiderNet
to replace WebMT.

“RaiderNet is equivalent to
WebMT,” said Teresa Thomas,
director of records. “WebMT
will go away, and RaiderNet is
taking its place.”

RaiderNet is the new version
of WebMT, said Tim Brown,
associate vice president of
Information Technology.
RaiderNet is part of Banner, an
overall system, which is in the
process of replacing MTSU’s
current systems. Banner is being
implemented in all Tennessee
Board of Regents schools.

Banner will be implemented
into TBR schools in two
cohorts, Thomas said. The first
cohort will go live this spring
for fall registration and includes
MTSU, the University of
Memphis and several commu-
nity colleges such as Ball State,
Chattanooga State  and
Columbia State. She said the
rest of the TBR schools will be
implemented next spring.

“Banner is the new system
we're using for all of our imple-
mentations,” Thomas said.

It will be replacing the
sequential flat-file product the
university has been using,
I'homas said. Banner is a data-
base system, which will house
all systems Human Resources,
Finance, alumni and student
systems, she said.

RaiderNet is the Student
System part of Banner, Thomas
said. It will provide better func-
tionality than WebMT since it is
a database system.

“[RaiderNet] allows for 24/7
which we didn’t have
before,” Thomas said. “From 2
a.m. to 6 a.m., we had to take
the old system down for back-

4CCess,

ups and things like that. With a
database system you don’t have
to do that. That was one of the
reasons for going to it

The funding for RaiderNet
and Banner has been included
in the schools budget for the
passed few vyears said John
Cothern, senior vice president
for Business and Finance.

“You budget money to oper-
ate you computer system and
replace your computer system,”
Cothern said. “So this is just a
natural process.”

He said students will not have
to worry about a tuition
increase because of the Banner
system or RaiderNet.

Thomas said the testing of
RaiderNet went well. However,
they are still waiting for all of
the surveys testers had to fill out
to be completed and returned.

“We had a lot of positive feed-
back,” Thomas said. “The
biggest issue we probably had
during [testing] was passwords,
and that was because we tried to
take the current Pipeline pass-
word and load it, and it was
converted data,” she said.
“Things like that shouldn’t hap-
pen when we go live.”

RaiderNet will go live on
Monday, April 9 for priority
registration, Brown said.

RaiderNet will have more
search capabilities with broader
criteria and is quicker than
WebMT, Thomas said.

The time it has taken to
implement the whole process of
the Banner system through all
of MTSU has been almost two
years, Thomas said. That
includes the first system to go
up for the finance department
till now with the student por-
tion RaiderNet.

RaiderNet will be just like
WebMT regarding the way you
sign in, Thomas said.

“You'll still sign in through
Pipeline,” she said. “Rather than
clicking on WebMT, you'll click
on RaiderNet.” ®

Act promotes

cleaner fuels

By Ashley Brase
G onrribu.‘/ng Writer

The US. House of
Representatives will vote today
on the Advanced Fuels and
Infrastructure Research and
Development Act. The act
intends to make alternative fuels
such as E85 Ethanol and Bio-
diesel compatible with fuel lines
already active in fuel stations
around the country.

“I fully support alternative
fuels in general and making it
more accessible,” Sara Malley,
president of the Students for
Environmental Action at MTSU,
said of alternative fuel expansion.
“I think that’s something that we
need to move towards.”

Alternative fuels are currently
available at a select retailers, mak-
ing it more difficult to access the
energy sources, and less realistic
for drivers who do not live near a
source for these fuels.

The act will put forth an action
to blend additives with such
alternative fuels as E85 Ethanol
and Bio-diesel to make these
alternatives compatible with
existing fuel lines.

The act is also intended to set a
standard for alternative fuels, as
none currently exists.

According to the House
Committee on Science and

Hlgay ol

Technology, the price to build
new infrastructure to house the
current alternative fuels would
not be feasible for retailers with-
out some of the cost being passed
to the consumer.

“It addresses some of the issues
the Clean Air Act does but is sepa-
rate” Julie Eubank, Bart Gordon’s
press secretary said. “Something
more needs to be done with alter-
native energy.”

The reduction of greenhouse
gasses was one aspect of the
Clean Air Act amended in 1990.
Though the Act set the ground-
work for alternative fuel and flex
fuel vehicles to be in motion, it
did not set a standard for these
fuels, including how they should
be regulated.

Both E85 and Bio-diesel are
biodegradable and domestically
produced renewable resources.

E85 is a motor fuel that is a
blend of 85 percent ethanol and
15 percent gasoline. Flex fuel
vehicles, those that can run on
E85, also have the option of using
regular unleaded gasoline.

Bio-diesel is an alternative to
petroleum diesel fuels and can be
regular diesel
engines with little or no alteration.
It is currently used in medium to

used in most

See Fuels, 3
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City annexes property

By Josh Hudson
Staff Writer

Murfreesboro will be adding a significant area to its
city limits in March by annexing approximately 2,104
acres of the Blackman and Salem communities.

“Property is usually annexed at the owner's request,
said Margaret Ann Ely, a planner at the Murfreesboro
Planning and Engineering Department. “They usually
want to use it for development, and by including it in
the city limits, would allow them to take advantage of
the (il)' services.”

The areas include 133.17 acres along Ashbury Lane,
5.01 acres along Conhocken Court, 36.02 acres along
Fortress Boulevard, 105.5 acres along Highway 96, and
1,824.30 acres along Rucker Lane, Gresham Lane and
State Road 99.

Of the proposed 1,824.30 acres, only 112 acres are
under consideration to for residential development.

Ely explained that the reason so much land would
be absorbed by the city is because the 112
would result in a portion of county property being
completely surrounded by city property, which is
prohibited by Tennessee case law.

dCres

‘If we only annexed those 112 acres, there would be
confusion as to who provided services in a specific
Ely said, adding that if the
Murfreesboro city lirhits, the city would provide th
police and fire department services. Otherwise, it

would fall under the county’s jurisdiction. “We want

area, area fell in the

to provide a continuity of services to the area.”

In order for an area to be annexed by the city, it must
be contiguous with the ¢
within the urban growth boundary granted to the city

ity limits as well as remaining

When an owner decides they wish to have their
property annexed by the city,
request to the planning commission. The planning

the owner submits a

commission sends out notices to all residents living
within 250 feet of the area proposed for annexation
as well as posting signs on the property, Ely explained
Imission

I'he planning con then holds a public

]\urm in which all who are lmulul “l\\{\{ to the
annexation are free to speak. The planning commis
fOr services, \]Hdl g "«I S

sion also assesses V\‘.‘.:H

Plu\hillu"‘lvll ¢, fire, schools, water and sew Agc
Ely explained that the owners wishing to devel
op the property see the advantage of having tl

city’s services at their disposal

“Rutherford County provides some of the same
services but, for instance, they only have a volu
teer fire department, whereas Murfreesboro has
full-time, paid fire department,” Ely said, adding
that the city also has a higher police-to-resident
ratio. This makes annexation appealing to those
landowners who wish to have their
zoned for residential development.

“Also, the annexed land would be able to take

advantage of the city's sewage system, which is a

property

lot more nature friendly than having a septic tank
around.”
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\ccording to the planning commission’s website,
the land developers are responsible for providing
funds and building all ne vads and utilities.

Some resident owever, are against annexa
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e the planning commission has assessed all
ides of the proposal, they will send a recommen
to the cty council for passage of the
wexation or rejection. An annexation ordinance

is then proposed before the council, requiring
three readings, Ely explained.

If the ordinance passes on the third reading,
then it is effective within 30 days,” said Ely. The
proposed areas received their third and final read
ing Feb. 1 and will be effective as ot March 3. @

Fees:
13400 weekly, first child 420.00 weekly,
#10.00 daily, first ehild additional children
420,00 reqistration fee 3.00 daily,
additional children
Confidential-No Charge Activities:
ohagan Tb ol i homework help special guests and activifes
emtons wesstos - Call: §93-0228 | art, science, music, ect. activities  qualified teachers
rere ooty Pregnancy Sapport e thewed/seasonal projects
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Evening Care for Children

Kindergarden through 8th grade

923 E. Lytle Street
(behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220

www.mtsv.edu/eesp Monday-Thursday %:00-9:30
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YOU CHOOSE
TWO COURSES IN:

Politics

BOSTON UNIVERSITY

SUMMER STUDY
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

May 22 - August 17, 2007

Arts and Culture

Business and Management
Environmental Studies
Graphic Design and Mass C
International Studies

and Public Policy

Psychology and Social Policy
WE'LL ARRANGE
YOUR INTERNSHIP.

APPLY BY APRIL 23.

617-353-5124
www.bu.edu/summer/internship

BOSTON
UNIVERSITY
SUMMER TERM
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CRIME

Feb. 1-1:20 am.

East Main Street

Drug Abuse

John Matthews I11 of South
Pittsburg was issued a citation
for simple possession of mar-
juana and unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

BRIEFS

Feb.1-11:41 pm.

East Main Street

Alcohol

Dustin Alley of McDonough,

GA and Sherman Neal 1I of

Naperville, IL were issues cita-

tions for consumption of

alcohol under 21,

Feb.2-3:22 am.

Gore Hall

Alarm

Caller advised that he witnessed
an individual pull the fire alarm
and then take off running with
4 or 5 other people toward the
KUC. The subject is described
as a black male, wearing jeans
and a dark coat with yellow
trim and hood.

Get the story online

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

STATE UNIVERSITY

(zeorgetown Univers

Read stories. R

espond to them.

Participate in the news

www.mtsusidelines.com

Show Us Your Intellectual Stuff
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20?2
April 2-6, 2007

Abstract Deadline for Scholars |
Week is February 13, 2007

Undergraduate and graduate students, as well
as faculty, are encouraged to submit abstracts

for performances
posters, and

multimedia presentations.

Abstracts a

cash pl’ill'- are awarded tor winnmny

For more information and to submit abstracts online, visit: www.mtsu.edu/~research/

scholarsweek.html or contact Adrienne Friedli at 615-898-2071 or afriedli@mtsu.edu

TAKE YOUR CAREER FURTHER, FASTER.

re | ublished in a booklet 1or Scholars Weel

nd

presentations,
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MASTER'S DEGREES IN PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
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credibiliey vou need to advance vour career

VISIT CPDGEORGETOWNEDU/MPS
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Fuels: “Act promotes Bio-diesel”

Continued from 1

heavy weight vehicles including
fleet trucks.
The closest
Murfreesboro carrying E85 is
Citgo located at 500 Main
Street in Nashville. Prices earli
er this week were $1.99 per gal
lon for E85, compared to $2.03

station to

v
gas

per gallon for unleaded gas.
Bio-diesel 1s currently offered

the Murfreesboro

Farmers co-op and Daily’s on

in town at
New Lacassas Highway. Prices
currently run $2.35 per gallon
for bio diesel and $2.45 for
petroleum diesel fuel at Daily’s
on New Lacassas Highway.
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on 1o use alternative fuels, such

“It sounds like something we
need,” Nathan Haynes, treasur-

er of the MTSU chapter of

Sigma Alpha Epsilon said. “We
are spending so much money
right now and polluting the
environment. It is not going to
be around #rever and needs to

be stopped @

Sidelines regrets these errors.

Correction:

Last Monday, there were several incorrect facts in “Refugees speak about experiences in
Darfur.” The peace agreement between southern Sudan and the northern government was signed
in 2005. Also, Osama bin Laden was in Sudan in the early ‘90s, not Saddam Hussein.
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Background checks raise
concerns among faculty

By Clarence Plank
Sports Editor

A resolution passed by the
Faculty Senate will require all new
faculty member background
checks to be processed by Kroll
Background America, Inc.

The major problem the faculty
had with the application for back-
ground checks was the wording
within the release form a candidate
must sign, said Tony Johnston,
associate professor of agribusiness
and agriscience and president of
the Faculty Senate.

“The concerns were raised when
we looked at what exactly the
release form itself said,” Johnston
said. “They wrote a general release
form that would cover them for ali
of their possible activities.”

The faculty’s concern was if
Kroll complied all the informa-
tion about a possible employee’s
demographics, they could sell
the information.

“When we looked at the two, the
university policy and the Kroll
release form, they didn’t match,”
Johnston said. “The concern was if
a candidate signed the release
form, our university policy dictates
that this is the only thing we want
to look at”

Middle Tennessee only needs
to use certain information from
the background checks about

any candidate.

“Kroll is authorized to look at all
kinds of things,” Johnston said.
“What we are trying too express is
some concern, if a candidate were
to come on campus and read that
form before they sign it. They may
choose not to sign the form
because it gives authorization to
the company for far more then
they want to release.”

That authorization is the prob-
lem because all the information
required by MTSU is past convic-
tions of felonies that could pose a
threat to students and faculty.

“They will know where you live,
who your insurance is with,’
Johnston said. “Basic demographic
information can be put together to
be sold without you knowing it
and you sign the release form not
knowing that you give them the
authority to do all those things.”

As of now, the faculty is meet-
ing with Sidney McPhkee, MTSU
president, and others to see if they
can work on getting Kroll to
change the release form.

“No one is saying we don't
want to do background checks,”
Johnston said. “We are just saying
the release form that is being used
needs to be narrowed in scope to
generally allow what we are ask-
ing for or requested to be modi-
fied to reflect university policy,
these are the specific steps that we

are going to requiest of Kroll. We
are going to go back t6 Kroll and
say we want to modify this form.
Let our lawyers talk to your
lawyers that kind of thing.”

Technically the university has
the right to bring in any company
they want to do background
checks. A few years ago, the
Tennessee Bureau of
Investigations did the background
checks for MTSU.

When the Tennessee Board of
Regents, the governing body” for
state universities including MTSU,
signed the contract with Kroll, it
gave MTSU another option to use.

“TBR has gotten this contract to
allow everyone to use it, if they
choose too,” Johnston said. “The
policy doesn’t say we have to use
Kroll. In fact, I don’t know what
universities are not using Kroll, but
then again a number are. Maybe
everybody hasn’t switched over.”

The contract came from the
TBR to uniform the background
check system, Johnston said. The
only university that clearly shows
this process is being done with
Kroll is the University of Memphis.

“I know the University of
Memphis has because the same
release form with some modifi-
cations have been to the posted
form on the Memphis web site,”
Johnston said. ¢

Photo by Chris Barstad | Photography Editor

Jessica Long (L), junior criminal justice major, and Paige Kimbro (R), junior business administration major, pose with the
“Make Your Mark" board. The board was written on by people who donated to Alpha Chi Omega's fundraiser

Alpha Chi Omega raises

money for local schools

Staff Report

came up with ‘Make Your Mark.” All the pro-

Alpha Chi Omega spent

Wednesday in front of

University Center, promoting McDowell

“Alpha Chi was founded for the fine arts
said Paige Kimbro, junior business administra

tion major and member of Alpha Chi Omega

Month by raising money to support music

programs in local Murfreesboro high schools.

Tuesday and
the Keathley

‘ “To celebrate McDowell Month, our chapter

' Continued from Loyt colums

[p—— £ - =
Classified

Contmued from last column

Cantineed from Last colamn

name or messages on the sheets.”

ceeds will go to benefit local high schools.”
According to Jennifer Gibson, sophomore .
public relations major, this is the first year for
Make Your Mark. |
We are seeing how this week glk'\h Gibson
said. “But it seems to work well, people come ‘

and donate and then they get to paint their |

In total, the women raised $335. ¢
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$835/mo. Call 615 HELP WANTED on-line at www.pine- conditions apply, call development.com with
207-5716 forestcamp.com 832-8448 your contact informa-
Camp Counselors tion
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campus!3BR/3BA  overnight camps in the Motivated students to  Great pay, flex scheds,
condo R ne of PA assist National Honor sales/svc, will train,
Middleborough Gain Society in registering conditions apply, all GENERAL
story, well lit area ence while working and acting as local ages 18+, 832-8449,
great parking, all appli with children in the officers. 3.0 GPA workforstudents.com RoommATES
ances incl. W/D. Quiet rs. Teach/assist required. Contact
street.  $800/mo wirr director@phisigmath- Put your teaching skills Murfreesboro - 1 or 2
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From the Editorial Board ||%0- What? The Poblem!

Beauty pageants harmful, | \ [ eSi
mens’ standards different

anYolddod7whowan |4
10 be (ol
If men and women are truly equal, then let’s host a Mr. MT
Pageant. Let’s dress the men up in stilettos and swimsuits, ask
them generic questions about their future hopes and scrutinize
their appearance.

. The women of the recent Ms. MT Pageant have worked hard
and undeniably deserve the recognition they're getting. They
aren’t just pretty faces, they’re promoting important issues such as
racism and ‘an.education.. . "And Fnends

Then again, it’s hard to image the crown going to a woman who
didn't fit into the tiny box of acceptable female beauty.
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Frank Hasenmueller

Pageant critics have long decried the tradition as the antithesis to Wo m a “ s m I st re at m e n t n ot u st I ce
gender equality. And, just the same, pageant defenders have long dis

-sayers as “bra-burning feminists,” eager to erase T
regarded these nay-sayers as “bra-burning feminists,” eager to ¢ Tampa Bay, Fl. is a beautiful vacation spot

any sign of femineity they come across.

It is undeniable, however, that the requirements of pageant win-
ners promote an unrealistic image of what it means to be an
“ideal” female.

“Male” beauty pageants are a hot commodity in high schools, of
parading male-hopefuls in big, blonde wigs, over-the-top makeup
and Pamela Anderson boobs.

However, it’s a joke. They aren’t taken seriously — and even i
MTSU was to host a legitimate Mr. MT Pageant, what would the
winner look like? He'd be attractive, probably. Charming, definitely
He would be eloquent, intelligent and goal-minded.

' where many go to relax during Spring Break. It
also happens to be a hot spot for rape victims
and horribly skewed police officials.

On Jan. 30, according to CNN.com, a 21-year
old woman was thrown in shackles and hurled
into prison only hours after being the victim of
rape and reporting it to the police. The woman
was arrested because of an outstanding fine from
1 juvenile record, which she stated she had paid.

She was raped in the afternoon and immedi-

Al

Constitution. Apparently, the police force down

A Rough Trick there doesn’t happen to remember the Eighth

Nemed i Amendment. Cruel and unusual punishment is
mea v a more than apt phrase in this situation.
Christin Pepple Thankfully, the young woman’s attorney got

Staff Columnist her out of jail a day later and she finally got the
last dose of the pill a day late.
| The Tampa police force issued an apology

What kind of callous, emotionally-stunted ~and stated that they are “changing their policy to
pigs would do that to a person who has just  give officers more discretion on when to arrest a
been violated in the most traumatic way? Is this ~ crime victim with outstanding warrants.”

Al vwna foncd s nmce v i thinng st ot 2 g ately went to t}-j‘;rj"lllgc-m tll?t'Y lel(l(:‘ t,ake 3"‘““1 justice? Are a few dollars worth an unwanted ~ The officer who took it upon l'{imself to be
ness” competition, the audience would be laughing, and he would = wm_"‘_‘f"ﬁ‘;" ( h ‘t h,‘v'cf o ; terdmha rgpc preguancy ‘hif‘ could ruin this girl’s life? judge and jury for 'h".‘ WO quantcd
be laughing with them. If a heavy-set contestant bared it all, he'd be :\l\l‘\\l\.:t'((l;::u“‘ 1::::_:( ):- l;‘:\ "::(:1':1'1: (:ﬁe: fi" :: These nfﬁcml:s - "“PP"S_"d to protect and pregnfil;q' wi’; alsul riprnnandcd ity
the hit of the night — deemed “hilarious” and “free-spirited.” = e s f‘ PHL 10 serve. Instead of taking the girl toa hospital or e, b SO S _

If a heavy-set woman somehow got the courage to squeeze into a e TR N R e finding someone to care for her, they threw her Finally, justice is served. Situations like these

: She was riding in the police car afterwards to
scrap of spandex, however, the audience would explode into whis

pers and scrutinizing glances. When women cross the pageant stage
with their hard-earned bodies, it’s not funny
It’s competition.

take the officers to the scene of the crime when
the officers received word that the woman had
1 fine from a juvenile arrest. They instanth
cuffed her and put her in the back of the car

in prison. They worried more about her run-  should notarise. The law is supposed to be free
ning off before paying her meager fine than from passion, but obviously in some cases, this
finding the jackal responsible. just doesn't work.

And let’s not forget the oh-so-religicus offi- The girl had not murdered anyone. She had

! ~ cer charged with her care. There is nothing nm.‘rimin.ll record as an adult. The actions taken
Amazingly though, this was not the nlv:-\ wrong with having convictions and disagrecing ~ gainst her would have been understandable if

- = El RO : R : _ Ay 3 N 2
Pr sed 0|Ic|es fall injustice served on the l.».m( red woman e it the morality of taking the morning after \’h? was a terrorist or s:.:rml killer; but she wasn't.
officer in charge of looking out for her while pill. However, that doesn't give a person license T'he Tampa police force needs to get perspec-

she was in the cell refused to give her the last 1y rofiuse it to someone else. The last time | tive. The officials of their justice system and any

W , ‘ Z :
to Oﬁer real SOIUtIons and imperative dose of the morning after pill  checked, this is the United States where people others who deem it appropriate o toss a beat-
because of —and do take a moment to appreci Ve i ks i ks = up and violated young woman into jail hours

| ate the idiocy — religious convictions

can make their own decisions like big boysand ~ UF
girls. The last time I checked, this is the land  after being raped need to open their eyes and

Governor Phil Bredesen unveiled | The woman was raped, thrown in prison on  \ohere the tired. sick and wi i fix the policy that promotes such evil doing.

. AT " | where the tired, sick and whatnot were aided. I I g
his plan for Tennessee’s children on the same day and refused a way to escape ruin \ iuvenile fine does not eaual this kind of te
Monday Sistin Dix Stale of the Hurtt Pride | 5 Rogint Al > juventie hine does not equal this Kind of ter L ) )
S Add gBred ’s brigh ng ,hcr lie, al mLOnE d?wn.“w“l“‘.‘”‘f‘“r OUr rifving, special brand of justice. These men were Christin Pepple is freshman journalism major
State ke, esens bright justice system. Isnt justice sweet? Yes, this 1 doing their jobs: they were violating the @i can be reached at empe@misu.edu.
idea for collecting tax dollars for the Matthew Hurtt | | course of action was dcarl\ the right way to go. >
hun&fdsofﬂ;ocush?lndsofundﬂfg- Staff Columnist — - - - e
st shod hder: e e the Edi

oo Letters to the Editor

Mathematically, this is probably
one of the most ignorant forms of  to nearly any student who wishes

Hurtt’s picture of Iraq highly inaccurate

taxation known to man. Think to attend a community college. To the Fditor:

about it: the sin tax works to deter Once again, the importance of

people from purchasmg whatever  education can not be stressed I do not know where Matthew Hurtt gets the facts’ he uses to support
good the tax is applied to, whether  enough, but not everyone should his opinions in his column “War’s opponents skew truth to ensure victo

it is liquor, tobacco or anything  be entitled to a degree. Large por- ry.” [Feb 1.] The only American victors in this war, regardless of the out

else the government sees fit to tax  tions of the labor force in the come, will be the contractors, such as Halliburton and Blackwater. Those
under this classification. United States get along just fine | companies and those that manufacture the weapons of war have reaped

Thegoalistoreduce the total pur-  with just a high school diploma. multiple billions of dollars, much of it squandered or unaccounted for.
chases of these goods over time. To hand degrees out so freely only Among the losers are the more than 3,000 soldiers, marines, sailors and
Theoretically, the revenue from a  cheapens the struggle that deter- airmen who have lost their lives and the approximately 50,000 Americans
particular tax on cigarettes would  mined college students undergo. who have suffered serious physical and mental injuries as a direct result of
dedline over time, especially if the tax Bredesen also proposed the use this brutal war. Don't forget the estimate of more than half a million Iragis
was dramatically raised. Bredesen’s of lottery funds for capital | who have been killed since the invasion and occupation began in 2003,
proposed 200 percent increase improvements in public schools, Regardless of the outcome, the United States has been transformed
would definitely convince smokers ~ something the Rutherford County | in the eyes of many around the world from the aggrieved, sympathet
to cut back on cigarette purchases. Commission has been lobbying ic victim of Sept. 11, 2001, to a rogue nation whmc"hring‘c:ﬁ on’ pres

The governor proposed that %0  for over the past few years. ident threatens pre-emptive war on any country that opposes his will.
percent of the estimated $219 mil- . The Republicans actually pro- Meanwhile, prosecutors in Italy and Germany have issued warrants in
lion in extra revenue would go to  posed to give the funds out to needy separate cases for CIA operatives who they say were involved in illegal
support K-12 education programs.  school districts, while Bredesen’s renditions or kidnappings. After an exhaustive investigation, Canada

The remaining amount would go  plan suggested the governing bod- paid nearly $10 million in reparations to a Canadian citizen who was
to fund an anti-tobacco campaign,  ies would need to repay those funds sent by U.S. authorities to Syria where he endured months of harsh
much like the governor’s crusade  disbursed from the lottery coffers. treatment and, yes, torture before he was released. The United States
against methamphetamine. It seems the governor’s idea of | has yet to acknowledge any error in its treatment of this individual.

Bredesen also praised the success  improving education is to write It appears that Hurtt uses the same sources as President George W.
of the Books from Birth Program—  schools a blank check or continue Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, former Defense Secretary Donald
a program that was launched inthe  to pour money into something Rumsfeld and others, who refused to acknowledge a gmwii)g insur
James E. Walker Library last semes-  that does not produce results gency in Iraq until it could no longer be hidden under a blanket of lies
ter as a pseudo-socialist attempts  according to funding increases. and which now seriously threatens U.S. forces. Also, Hurtt states that
for the state government to educate There has to be a more efficient the conflict “is restricted to Baghdad and the Al Anbar province. The
the children right out of thewomb. ~ way of educating Tennessee’s rest of the country is rcturnm{z to normalcy.” If only that was true. In

Putting books in the hands of youth. Blindly throwing money at Gen. George W. Casey’s confirmation hearing this week for the post
children at an early age is a great  the problem does not solve it. of Army chief of staff, he acknowledged in r(*;;u)|1sg- to a question by
idea, but shouldn't it be the respon- Not to open up a can of worms, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-SC, that an American might be able to walk
sibility of the parents to read to  but that tactic is skillfully used by | down a street without being shot at in only about half of Trags citics
their children and teach thembasic  Democrats  to  demonize or towns. Sen. Graham stated that we have screwed up in Iraq a thou
skills before kindergarten? The Republicans. “Republicans don't sand different ways. Still, Gen. Casey claims that victory is possible
same applies to the governor’s pre-  care about education or children,” However, four U.S. helicopters have been downed in the past month
K program: shouldn’t parents be  they say, but that is not the case. including one killing 12 aboard in Baghdad, including two colonels. two
teaching their children how to Republicans just want to spend '

; ! lieutenant colonels, a major, a captain, two command sergeants majos
count to 10, theletters of the alpha-  money on education wisely — a

and two sergeants first class. In another deadly encounter, two Iraqi ges

bet, shapes and colors? _ skill that has lor}g been forgotten | erals have been implicated in the deaths of five U.S. servicemen who wer
We must, at some point, take by most people in government. kidnapped in Karbala and subsequently killed by attackers who

responsibility for our own lives. It My advice — and Bredesen’s
is not the role of the government to  advice — to those who care about News. And on Friday, explosions by two suicide bombers in Hilla killed
raise our children and make them  the education of our children: go | at least 60 Iraqis and wounded 150 others. Earlier in the week, more than
productive members of society. out a buy a pack of cigarettes,and | 200 were killed in a battle near Najaf. At first, the Iragi government said
Bredesen also feels that -every ‘light up’ for education. the dead were insurgents, but they have since backed off that claim. Now
single Tennessean is entitled to a it appears that many of the dead were members of two southern tribes
college degree. In his upcoming Matthew Hurtt is a junior liber- on their way to observe the Shia holiday of Ashura. Please note that nei

budget proposal, he will ask that  al arts major and can be reached at ther Karbala nor Hilla nor Najaf are in Al Anbar province or Baghdad.
HOPE lottery funds be extended  mch2x@mtsi.edu. :

appeared to be wearing American uniforms. This was reported by Fox

Regarding comparisons between the contlicts in Iraq and Vietnam,
Hurtt’s asserts that all comparisons are invalid because of the differ-
ence in the number of lives lost. But for the gains in medical technol-
ogy and the speed and skills of our valiant corpsmen. doctors and
nurses, the fatality rate would be much higher in Iraq.

Hurtt also seems to think that we need to continue in Iraq because
we failed in Vietnam. [ fail to see the sense of such circular logic. I won-
der how much more war our country can afford in lives and treasure as
estimates of the conflict soar toward a trillion dollars. As a Vietnam vet-
eran, I find it curious that those who argue most for war are those who
have never served in one. All that we have achieved so far is to reinforce
the basic truth that war is sheer folly and we are the poorer for it.

Kent Flanagan
Professor, Journalism

Tolerance key in Commandment debate

lo the Editor:

Our founding fathers did not write a 'freedom from religion’ in our
Constitution, nor was it ever ‘implied.” They wanted us to have the
same freedoms that they themselves practiced. They quoted the Bible
during over 10,000 sessions, and they were all on government lands
as they did so. They opened and closed every session with prayers to
God, even though they all held different beliefs. Our founding fathers
did not fear ‘offending’ others with an open show of their beliefs when
they stood on government-owned lands, as the freedom of speech is
an offensive thing. The freedom of speech is the freedom to debate
and disagree, on any issue, even religion.

The real issue here is that tolerance is expected from those that dis-
agree and become offended. Tolerance of others beliefs systems and
ideals. There was to be an open discussion, and representation, from
all, even though they disagree. If real tolerance is being practiced then
this would happen, instead of the ever wished for censorship by those
that do not understand freedom of speech.

\lso, since other religions are already being represented on govern-
ment lands. then to not allow Christianity to be represented is discrim-
mnation. The Fye Of Horus, a Wiccan and Freemason deity from Egypt,
worshiped by the New Age movement, is on our one dollar bill, and the
Federal Court Touse in Nashville. The Obelisk, the Washington
Monument. is a symbol for the Wiccan and Freemason deity Osiris
from Egyptian religious beliefs, and is represented on the Murfreesboro
ourthouse lawn. The Statue of Liberty is the Wiccan goddess Ishtar, also
from Egyptian religious beliefs. The state seals are also mostly Wiccan
goddesses. The Parthenon is covered with gods and goddesses of the
new age movement as well, If you do not understand these are New Age
deities of Wicca and Freemasonry, contact the MTSU Student Pagan
organization on campus to discuss what neo-pagan gods they worship.

It is discrimination to not allow the representations of other reli-
gions besides the freemasons, wicca, and the new age movement

Carrie Scoggins
Bigsby Creek Rd, Cleveland. TN
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Technological age sp

Professors wise up as students

discover new ways to cheat

By Katy Coil
Contributing Writer

In the modern world, all sorts
of information is readily available
merely by making a few clicks of
the mouse or punching in a few
buttons on a phone.

Those seeking information,
however, don’t always have
honorable intentions. In recent
times, there has been a surge in
the use of technology, not only
as a means of research, but as a
means of avoiding research and
original work entirely. On cam-

nationwide, students
been discovered

using phones to
send

puses
have
e
answers \‘

cases an 'F for the class, and then
I pass on the information to the
Department of Judicial Affairs,”
he says.

Lutz believes students are not
aware of the harm they are
doing to themselves and those
around them.

“One problem is that they
cheat themselves out of an edu-
cation,” he says. “Another prob-
lem is they also harm other stu-
dents who worked hard but
earned a lower grade than the
student who plagiarized. They
undermine the integrity

of higher

ent, to tell their kids that an edu-
cation is important, but that
vould be more convincing from
someone who had heeded that
advice. Anybody who is an adult
probably wishes he or she hadn’t
done things in the past and pla-
giarism is one of those things
later in a life a student might
regret most deeply.”
The Department of Judicial
Affairs deals with students who
commit acts like cheating and pla-
giarism everyday. Laura Sosh-
Lightsy, assistant dean of judicial
affairs, asserts that such offenses
are a “significant problem.”
“Our academic misconduct
\ numbers tend to increase year
to year and more often, we see
students who think it is no big

via text messages | ; 0
e Torma : .
while others pay | L\‘“"‘c\ | deal. We believe the numbers
for a paper online | ENGL .7.0(‘7 are higher than actually
that would ordi- | Feb. 8 1 Paper <530 reported,” she says.
narily take hours \ Resear® ad Sexual Repre Sosh-Lightsy hcht_\'cx the
of research and |\ 1mag! . Ker | useof technology is further-
writing ith Jon'-ﬂh““ Har | ing the spread of cheating.
’ \ w \ “The wale .
Professors are | The smr'_q'b' " cruﬂ‘\‘\\ ['he most pn\‘dlcnl is the
often forced to deal | Count praculd | ‘cut and paste’ phenome
i o \
with students who | ng i“V\(ed to ab \)0\ non because so much
commit acts of cheat- | \2\"?"""\"e *\‘\o\lmil'“‘S on information is on the web
. ian o
ing or plagiarism. | n the Carpathi? for 3 TR and it is so easy to just
Alfred Lutz, associate (s'mnled v ol support cut, paste and move on
English professor, is no 1a) 10 pro\‘\d Grstd In past times, you had to
; w\da\\a o Ath
exception. Lutz has | and¥ Joyer ! pondo® take time to copy pas
encountered four cases of n{g(kﬂ"““p ¥ ___— sages out of books at
plagiarism in the past two pehalf 0 e the library but now students have
semesters, ranging in o= education. theability to send the information
degrees of severity. Even When 1 was certain 1 had through cell phones and PDAs.

though it is relatively easy for stu-
dents to find papers on line, it is
also easy for professors to discover
these works, as Lutz explains.
“First, you just have to find the
source. Without the source, you
have no evidence. It can take time
to find the source before you talk
to the student to make sure there
aren’t any mitigating circum-
stances. Then I give the student an
‘F for the assignment, in most

lota

By Lemon Keith
Staff Writer

“Stomp the Yard” was the
number one film for its first two
weekends in the box office in
‘January. The film features vari-
ous performers and celebrities
including Chris Brown. Few
know, however, that the film
also features a step team close to
home during the final competi-
tion — the lota Tau chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta at MTSU.

Their role in “Stomp the
Yard” came after a nation wide
open-call for sororities and fra-
ternities to send in tapes.

“At first they didn’t respond,
but we stepped in a competition
at  the  University of
Chattanooga and one of the
judges was actually a producer
of the film,” says Treecie Miller,
financial secretary of lota Tau.

After a few phone calls and a
trip to Atlanta, their theatrical
steps were brought to the big
screen using their 2005 home-
coming routine.

With a gleam in her eye and a
compassionate tone in her
voice, Miller described the first
time the women saw themselves
on the screen. “It was an adren-
aline rush when we saw it on
our founder’s day, we were
excited and clapping even
though our role was small,”
Miller says.

STOMPS
the yard §

found plagiarized work, those
were the darkest moments in
my career as an educator.”

In addition, Lutz thinks stu-
dents who cheat or plagiarize may
not * realize the future conse-
quences of their actions.

“They need to realize they are
cheating themselves out of an
education. You hurt your parents,
the state and yourself. Ask a stu-
dent to think of themself as a par-

We are seeing more and more
professors who don't allow the use
of phones in their classroom.”

In order to prevent cases of pla-
giarism and cheating, the Judicial
Affairs department tries to edu
cate students and faculty.

“In terms of prevention, we
always look for information on
the web and speak about academ-
ic misconduct in University 1010
classes and to various organiza

Tau

“We knew we would be in the
film, but we didn’t know we
would actually be able to point
our people,” she continues.

The Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.
sense of grounding shows, as
Johnson and Miller agree that
they did not make a big deal
over the film because they did
not know how the film would
turn out.

The role may be brief, but it
is one that these sisters nor their
fans will ever forget.

College students and step-
lovers alike are still filling into
the theater to catch a glimpse of
the beat-throbbing, high-inten-
sity step-dancing that has
become legendary.

The collegiate stepping tradi-
tion can be traced back to when
groups like the Temptations and
the Four Tops reigned the air-
waves. Fraternity brothers start-
ed mimicking their steps, and
the tradition of stepping
evolved. Today, Greeks incorpo-
rate some traditional African
ritual dancing and other ele-
ments such as tap, gymnastics,
and hip-hop.

Although the women of Delta
Sigma Theta have won the
MTSU step show continuously
in recent years, their integrity
and humble personalities
always pervade over other stu-
dents’ hype.

“Members within lota Tau

wsgmm

Though outlets for cheating readily increase with new technology, old favorites still frequent college classrooms Pre

urs cheating

Photo illustration by Chris Barstad | Photography Editor

and school officials strive to stay in touch with new technology and continue to keep an eye out for papers purchased online

tions and groups on campus.
When we go to these groups, it’s
primarily to educate them how to
educate students. We are con-
stantly looking for ways to pass on
information to students,” says
Sosh-Lightsy. She adds that her
chief concern is student’s apathy
towards such oftenses:

Members of the student body
have differing opinions on
the university
Jdcqlmld\ deals with the discov

whether or not
ery and punishment of students
who cheat.

Chad Jakes, a junior pre-phar
macy major, believes the universi
ty could implement better policy
to deal with offenders. “It should
g0 on your permanent record and
shouldn’t be expunged after a year
or a semester,” he says. "It should
be there for good.”

Chad says he also thinks pro
fessors should be stricter in
ensuring cheating does not occur
in their classrooms.

“Professors need to watch out
for technology use during classes
and tests. They shouldn’t have
one test for everybody but have
different variations, look for bet-
ter programs to detect papers
and all papers should be run
through a database.”

Ultimately, Chad believes
cheaters hurt themselves the
most. “If you're going to be a doc-
tor and you cheat through college,
are you going to be a good doc-
tor?” he wonders. “College is
preparing you for what you need
to know and if you cheat through

ollege, what are you really going
to know?”

Other students, such as senior
social work major Sarah
Halliburton, believe the universi-
ty’s stance on cheating students
already deals with the problem as
well as it can.

“I try not to judge people
because | believe everyone has

done it at least once in their

lives,” she savs. “1 think Pcnpl(’
will cheat regardless. The univer-
sity can’t really do anything to
make it stop. People still cheat. |
don’t really think vou can take
any more measures.”

Freshman nursing  major
LaEndia Buchannan also thinks
that measures currently in place
cover punishments for offenders.
“I don't think [the university]
needs to cut down because every-
one knows the consequences. If
someone really wants to cheat,
they'll do it

LaEndia s

she savs.
s she |~1‘E‘,g Vs l‘ll‘\(
who cheat eventually face prob

lems of their own making.

“People  shouldnt  cheat
because it isn't right. They do
nothing that benctits  them

'hings that theyre supposed to be

learning now lor themselves

1

when they nead v the fature

l.’l\'\\ "

they won't
As the
“Cheaters nevel prospes K

famous adage goes

The ladies of the lota Tau chapter of Delta Sigma Theta at MTSU are knov
landed them a cameo in the hit film “Stomp the Yard," starring Chris Brow

have different personalities but
compliment each other,” says
Diane Johnson, step master and
chaplain of the Iota Tau chapter.
“We come together collectively
to achieve common goals,”

Their steps are as refreshing
as hot chocolate on a cold day,
but Johnson humbly says that
they “are down to earth, easy to
talk to and put God in every-
thing that [they] do.”

Johnson’s warm personality
elevates the room when she
smiles. Although sororities
everywhere are probably clam-
bering to hear her chapter’s
secrets to success, she won't tell.
Instead, Johnson coyly says their
secret formula must be kept.

“The way organizations step
illustrates character ... we are
bold, strong, assertive, but still
hold a sense of femineity,”
Johnson says.

The lota Tau chapter is unmis-

takably distinguishable from
other Delta Sigma Theta chap
ters. “The quality of the women
within our chapter is what
makes our chapter different, but
the goals and contributions are
the same,” Johnson adds.

Their strength and assertive-
ness shows through the com-
mitment and community serv-
ice that Delta Sigma Theta
achieves through their “five
thrust” program. It focuses on
educational and economic
development and physical and
mental health, among others.

Some Greek organizations say
“you make the letters, the letters
don’t make you.”

For Delta Sigma Theta,
though, their contributions are
well noted and this statement is
unarguably true. Just look at the
way they have benefited their
community since Jan 19, 1973
when it was established at

R

ymmunity for their philanthropy

MTSU by eleven visionary and
dynamic women.

“We were trying to put MTSU
on the map |when we did the
film], it was not just about Delta
Sigma Theta. We represent the
university to the best of our
ability,” says Johnson, happy
they are able to share this expe-
rience with all MTSU students.

“Stomp the Yard,” is an

-inspiring film about finding

one’s true self in order to bene
fit your Greek organization to
its fullest potential.

Although their role in the
film was not big, the role of the
lota Tau chapter of MTSU con
tinues to leaves a big imprint on
the lives of the Murfreesboro
community.

Perhaps it is their unique style
or maybe it is their surge ol
enthusiasm, but the name Delta
Sigma Theta speaks for itself in
theaters across the globe.

1enerosity ang amazing step-

o dreen Gems

Thewr skill

outines
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MT looks for revenge against ULM

2

Sophomore Calvin O’ Neal drives towards the basket, so he can slam dunk the ball against South Ala

Photo by ( I

By Wesley Mize
Staff Writer

lhe Blue Raider basketball
team is looking for revenge on
the road this weekend. MT trav-
els to Louisiana-Monroe tonight
and then will travel to Bowling
Green, Ky. to take on the
Hilltoppers of Western Kentucky
on Saturday, Feb. 10.

MT fell to both of these teams
earlier this season at Murphy
Center. The ULM Warhawks
defeated MT on a last second
shot by Brandon Roberts on
Dec. 17 while WKU handed M7
a home loss ten days later'thanks
to 18 points by Orlando
Mendez-Valdez.

I'he Warhawks (14-10, 8-4)
come into the MT game leading
the Sun Belt West. ULM is led by
a quartet of guards averaging
double-digits in scoring. Second
leading scorer Jordan Payne lit up
the Murphy Center nets in its last
meeting with MT scoring a then
career-high 27 points.

Payne averages 12 points on
the season, but Blue Raider head
oach Kermit Davis knows he is

rtainly capable of putting on
mnother ottensive show
fordar Ore A
vester
Davic
(N |
man
I L] I
oppositio
s of la nd the (
the san gan
Kevin Kanaskie will be asked

to do much of the scoring for
MT as he has all season. Kanaskie
scored 20 points in the loss to
ULM and will need to have a
good overall game once again in
order for MT to come away with
the win.

“I don’t think a team can win
without good guard play in col-
lege basketball” Davis said. “We
do have a height advantage over
Monroe so post-play will be
important, but the guards have to
be able to make good passes into
the post and they also have to
knock down open shots from the
perimeter.”

lip-off for Thursday Feb. 8
game at Monroe is scheduled
for 7 p.m.

The Blue Raiders will play
what could be the biggest game
of the season just two days later
when they travel to Western
Kentucky in a nationally televised
showdown. MT and WKU have
had an exciting rivalry going in
Davis’ tenure and Saturday will
no doubt be another classic.

“This is the best rivalry in the
Sun Belt, and it will be a packed
house,” Davis said. “Our players

will really get the first taste of

how big this game is on
Saturday. They're gym will be
packed, and the fans will be
loud, so it should make for an
exciting atmosphere.”

he Hilltoppers are led by 6-5
guard Courtney 1 ee. Lee, the Sun

Belt Preseason Plaver of the Year,

matched his season werage of 17
omts agamnst the Blue Raiders
'1! 1 AN
What's scarv 15 1 still don't
thn th best ol

Courtney Lee," Davis said. “1 still
don’t think he’s 100 percent
healthy from injuries he had ear-
lier this year. He's still really good.
I think he has the best mid-range
jump shot in all of college basket-
ball. His athleticism is tremen-
dous. What I like most about him
is that he plays hard all of the
time. His work ethic is what sep

arates him from other players.”

Once again, guard play will be
critical for the Blue Raiders’ as
they will most likely see a full
court press for most of the game.

“Western is going to press us
for 40 minutes,” Davis said. “We
have to protect the ball and make
plays out of our press offense.
Our guards will need to make the
safe pass. I'm not looking for the
highlight reel material. We need
to play smart and fundamental in
order to win this game.”

Saturday’s game will be tele-
vised on ESPN2. This is the first
appearance for Middle Tennessee
on the ESPN family of networks
this season.

“Nationally televised games
are important for any sport at
Middle Tennessee,” Davis said.
“We want to make sure we play
well and represent our school
proudly especially when the
national audience is watching.
People that watch the game on
TV will have a better feeling
about our league once they see
the atmosphere, the athletes, and
the competitive play.”

[ip-off for Saturday’s game at
Western Kentucky is scheduled
for 1 p.m.. and can be seen on
ESPN?2 as part of rivalry week. €

Football team announces new recruiting class

By Greg Hohwald

Staff Writer

It was National Signing day for colleges and uni-
versities all across the country yesterday, as high
school seniors all over the nation gave their pledges
to play for the school of their choice next fall.

Middle Tennessee signed 24 of those players to
scholarship agreements on Wednesday, ending
months of speculation, phone calls, and meetings
between players and coaches.

Head coach Rick Stockstill was very pleased with
his class, and is excited about the future.

“1 think we filled our needs at every position,”
Stockstill said. “We signed players at every position
and I feel like we have a good solid group.” ©

Middle Tennessee recruiting coordinator Justin
Watts was pleased with this years signing class.

“We needed three bodies that could run at receiv-
er and we got that” Watts said. “We got a quarter-
back and some offensive linemen that can step in,
maybe not play right away, but can give us depth.”

All, but 13 of the 24 signees for the Blue Raiders
come from the defensive side of the ball, and
Stockstill said that there was a good reason for that.

“The numbers are real low defensively, 3o heavily
on the defensive side of the ball, Stockstill said.
“We're not even 2-deep in some positions on
defense. We lost a lot of players at linebacker and in
the secondary, and our defensive front will be
depleted after next year, so we had to add more
depth on defense compared to where we were this
past year.”

With two of those defensive players, Andrew
Harrington and Ivon Hickman, expected to con-
tribute immediately on the defensive side of the ball
at the linebacker spot.

The two linebackers, both from East Central

Community College in Mississippi, signed a letter of

intent back in December and have been with the

team since the start of the spring semester.
Although coach Stockstill doesn’t think going to

the Junior College ranks is something he wants to

make a habit out of, he said this year, he needed
some experience considering he lost halt of his line
backers to graduation. “Every year, based on imme
diate need needs, you need to look JUCO

Also, another interesting fact is that 11 of the
24 players that signed letters of intent came from
the sunshine state of Florida, with four of those
players all coming from the same high school
[ Tampa, Jefferson)|.

According to Watts, the plan wasn't to go into
Florida and raid the talent there, it just worked out
that way.

“Florida, that was a big state for us, getting ous
recruits,” Watts said. “This year that’s just the way it
happened to fall. This year it just so happened that
Florida was a place where we had ins, where our pre
vious coaches had ties.”

When asked if he thought any of the freshmen
coming in would see playing time, Watts responded,
“You would hope that you could redshirt every kid,
but that’s just not possible. Some of these guys are
going to have the talent, and then be able to do what
we ask them to do mentally. Then they'll play.

On the offensive side of the ball, the Blue Raiders
signed 11 players, including four linemen and three
wide receivers, a quarterback, a running back, a full
back, and a tight end.

The most important position was along the
offensive line, where the Blue Raiders had very
pressing needs.

“You always need to do that to fill the needs on the
offensive line. If we're behind any place on the
offense in terms of numbers right now, it would be
on the offensive line,” G.A. Mangus, offensive coor
dinator said.

Mangus added that Middle Tennessee needed 10
get more athletic along the offensive line, and he
thought they accomplished that.

“I think Mark Fisher, local kid, has a chance to be
a great player,” Mangus said. “The two Tampa guys
Mike Williams and Colin Boss, are different. in
terms of Colin being a big, big strong 300-pound
type kid, but athletic lacrosse player and then vou

got Mike
plaved d-hme
reallv like
We needed to get more at
line and I think we did and of cot
Mangus said. “| He| is a voung
athletic center. | think
tribute to us over the next fo
Stockstill and his staft also lool
needed athleticism to the
by the looks of things, they did 1
three receivers theyv did bring it
set of skills

Willilams who s a great

and those are the kn

Photo by lav Richardson | Chief Photographer

gring day. MT finished 7-6 last year

thlete he Wes Caldwell, according to coach Mangus, was

. .4
ODaAbIV the most ¢

llege ready receiver they signed.

gus had nothing but praise for the 6-foot-2
1 Lexington, Kentucky,
ell is a very polished high school

Mangus said.

He will catch a lot of balls,

» routes, and plays older than he is with
brings maturity-wise, | think he has the
o geton the lik'!\i x"\l'l\'
second reciever, Deandre (D.D.) Kvles, is a
pe reciever from Tampa, Florida.

See Recruiting, 7

Tennis team prepares for Washington, Texas Tech, Louisville

By Colby George
Staff Writer

The Blue Raiders will be going
this weekend’s matches with a
winning streak of four matches.
Their streak will be challenged as
soon as they arrive in Seattle,
Wash. when they face a No. 14
ranked Washington Huskies |3-
1] team.

Saturday they will face Texas
Tech [2-1] and then soon fol-
lowed by a rivalry match verses
No. 42 Louisville on Sunday.

“We have not been on the road
for a duel match,” Head coach
Dale Short said. “we will have to
wait and see how we do.”

The Raiders have yet to face a

two days.

£ )Ud

team with a ranking as high as
Washington’s ,but all focus can-
not be put on the Huskies with
two games following on the next

“We will be facing three very
teams,’
“Washington is a top twenty-five
team, Texas Tech should be a top
twenty-five and Louisville always
plays us like their number one
because of the rivalry”

Texas Tech will be led by their
No. 12 ranked guy, junior Bojan
Szumanski who is currently 2-1
in singles action this season.

Texas Tech is currently 2-1
overall, and they have yet to play
a Big 12 match. The Red Raiders

were upset by Denver who is in
the Sun Belt Conference.

While Texas Tech has their
stars, the Blue Raider’s star
Andreas Siliestrom, is on a roll
after just being named SBC
Player of the Week. Siljestrom is
12-5 in singles and has a 16-4
record in doubles as well.
Siliestrom has defeated six
nationally ranked players.

“Siljestrom is healthy and play
ing the best tennis of his life,”
Short said. “if he keeps this up
when matched up against
Szumanski of Texas Tech, he will
hopefully come out on top.”

Washington is fresh off a 5-2
win over Brigham Young. The

Short  said.

Huskies were lead by their senior
Alex Slovic who
moved into sixth all time with is
84th singles match win.

“Washington is a very tough
team, but we match up well
Short said. “I would much rather
play them last in the matches this
weekend just to see what they are
working with.”

uisville is the closest to a rival
that MT has in tennis. The
Cardinals are 4-2 and are on a
two match winning streak going
to Seattle.

leader just

“Although Louisville is ranked

See Tennis, 8

iders prepare for Washington this weekend
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Lady Raiders face foes

By Cody Gibson
Staff Writer

. The Lady Raiders have only three weeks remain-
ing before the Sun Belt Tournament.

This week, Middle Tennessee has a double dip
on the road starting with Louisiana-Monroe.

ULM enters the game against the Lady Raiders
with a 14-9 record on the season including four
wins and eight losses in conference.

The No. 19 ranked Lady Raiders have outscored
all conference foes, not allowing any team to come
within single digits of their lead.

Yet the Lady Warhawks have been a strong home
team. Over their past 50 games, Louisiana-Monroe
has compiled a 40-10 record. Conversely, Middle
Tennessee has only lost one road game to No. 3
ranked Tennessee.

The Lady Raiders defeated the Lady Warhawks
103-59 in their first meeting this season in
Murfreesboro. ULM has received strong play from
their bench. In 17 of the 23 games they have
played, the bench has scored 20 or more points.

This is one area where the Lady Warhawks will
look to exploit. Defensively, Louisiana-Monroe is
among the conference leaders in field goal percent-
age defense. The team is only allowing 38 percent
from the floor.

LaJeanna Howard is the only player averaging in
double figures for the Lady Warhawks, and the
team relies on a set of balanced scoring from a
number of different players.

In contrast, the Lady Raiders other opponent
this week Western Kentucky relies on their leading
scorer Cyrstal Kelly who averages 23.5 points per
game and is on the Wooden Award list. She joins
Chrissy Givens as the two representatives in the
Sun Belt.

The Lady Hilltoppers look to avenge their 76-62
loss to the Lady Raiders.

Western Kentucky has a record of 16-5 and has
lost only two games in league play. Dominque
Duck also is averaging double figures in scoring
with 13 points per game. The Lady Hilltoppers
have outscored opponents by 18 points per game
and have been strong in the conference as well.

Western Kentucky has been very consistent from
the field shooting over 45 percent on the season.

One area of weakness however is the lack of
three point shooting. The team is averaging only
30 percent from behind the arc.

The Lady Raiders will definitely have their hands
full this weekend as they try to extend their consec-
utive game streak to 20 games on the season.

The biggest question that remains in the confer-
ence season is the game against WKU.

If the Lady Raiders win their remaining confer-
ence games could be blowouts for the Lady -
Raiders, it could mean an undefeated record in
the conference.

It is fitting that the SBC crown comes down to
Middle Tennessee and Western Kentucky.

The rivalry will continue on Sunday at 2 pm. ¢

Recruits: Looking toward the future

Continued from 6

“D.D. has got what | call
world type speed,”
Mangus said. “One of the
things we've lacked is that deep
threat and [ think D.D. brings
that to us.”

The 3rd reciever, Walt
Dozier, is a big time reciever
from Chattanooga. “I think
Walt Dozier is very physical.
He brings the physical presence
to the wide receiver position,”
Mangus said.

Perhaps no recruit got G.A.
more excited than Dwight
Dasher, a 5-foot-10 quarterback
from Charlton High in Georgia.

Although some suspect that
Dwight, lacking the ideal
height to play quarterback,
might switch to reciever or

\'L!\\

safety, Mangus said that may
not be the case.

“We’re going let Dwight play
quarterback,” Mangus said.
“He is a guy, if you see him on
film and see the great program
he comes from, he 1s a winner,
and the thing | want first and
foremost in a quarterback is a
winner | like a quarterback
that has ‘it; but that ‘it’ is
something, and | think Dwight
has that.”

When asked what stands out
about Dwight’s athletic ability
Mangus said. “The thing about
him is obviously his athleti-
cism. I thought he was the best
player on the field when his
team played in the playoffs.”

Mangus gave no specifics

about who may play in the fall
or who would be where come
spring practice, but he is
anticipating working with his
new players.

“All these guys we brought in
on offense, we expect to help
them and look forward to the
opportunity to coach them in
the fall.”

Judging by the buzz from all
of the coaches in meeting
room yesterday, everyone is
excited to strap on the pads for
spring practice, which begins
in a few weeks.

When asked if he was excited
for the upcoming season,
Mangus laughed, and with a
smile on his face.” ®

HOUSING REAPPLICATIONS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR
FALL 2007 |/ SPRING 2008

%

The Housing and Residential Life Office is now accepting housing reappli-
cation forms from returning students for the Fall 2007/Spring 2008 aca-
demic year. Students are encouraged to reapply for housing as early as
possible, particularly if they are requesting to move to a different location
on campus next year, as new assignments are made by application date.

Students requesting to remain in their same location on campus next year
will be given first priority to do so as long as their reapplication and $300
prepaid rent deposit are received by the deadline. The reapplication
deadline with priority for the 2007/2008 academic year is FRIDAY, FEBRU-
ARY 16, 2007 at 4:00 PM.

Students need to complete a reapplication form available in the Housing
and Residential Life Office, pay the $300 prepaid rent at the business
office cashier windows in the Cope Administration Building, Ist floor, and
return the reapplication form stamped "paid" to the Housing and
Residential Life office in the Keathley University Center, Room 300,
Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Students also have the option of reapplying for housing with priority
online at wwwmtsu.edu. The $300 prepaid rent is paid by using a credit
card, MasterCard or Visa, or by completing an online check. There is an
additional $19 nonrefundable service fee charged by the third party for
processing the payment online. Please note that the amount of the pre-
paid rent deposit has increased to $300 for the Fall 2007/Spring 2008 aca-
demic year.

To obtain a HOUSING REAPPLICATION FORM, please come by the
Housing and Residential Life office during office hours, 8AM to 4:30PM,
Monday through Friday, in the Keathley University Center; Room 300.

#*Summer [J07 Housng Applications are also available in the Housing
Office. Reserve your summer space now by completing the housing
application and submitting it with the $125.00 prepaid rentdeposit It is not

too early!! M |DD|_E
TENNESSEE

e———
STATE UNIVERSITY

For additional information or questions, please contact Housing
and Residential Life during office hours at 898-2971.

e

Photo by Megan Allender | Staff Photographer

Senior James Thomas goes into his windup for the hammer toss. Thomas and Sara Lunning found success at Indiana.

Track team set new records at
last weekend’s Indiana relays

By Brendon Henson
Staff Writer

The Blue Raiders track team won three events
in the two-day Indiana Relays in
Bloomington, Indiana last weekend.

We had some good performances so lar.

competing

“l.n':\..:fL issistant Laetitia ‘1v\"||;|~||.|_ ;'.u]

\\v\ ve 2ot ¢
tion. We need e

vervthing going in the right direc
eryone doing their part

Senior Orlando Reid placed first in the 200
meters and 400-meters. Reid posted a provisio
al time of 21
with senior Juan Walker finishing in fifth pla

38 in the 200-meters on Saturday

a time of 22.03

Reid also took home first
meter race with a winnmng tin

1 hL' runners also took fir st in th
relay, finishing with a time of

Taking part in the relay wi
ior Jermaine Barton and junior (

Senior Sara Lunning competed in the
meters and broke a school record held by tormen
Blue Raider Lea White, who set 1l

re wall

1992, Lunning passed White’s mark by 10 sec-
Ulld\ 18:37.28.

I'he runners’| times have been getting better,
especially in the 400,” coach Florimond said.

Senior James Thomas broke the school record
in the weight throw, which he set last season.
I'homas finished fourth with a mark of 58-8.75,
besting his previous record by more than a foot
ind a half. Thomas also finished eighth in the shot
pat with a mark of 50-8.75.

Morgan’s mark of 23-6.75 in the long jump was
good enough for fourth place, and senior JaKeith
Hairston finished in seventh with a jump of 22-4.5

For the women, MeLyn Thompson posted a
mark of 45-4.5 in the shot put to finish in second
place. Freshman Brittany Cox came in fifth with

throw of 45-0.25.

Our throwers, they've been very competitive
season,” Florimond said. “They've been

TV 1o il\L'({ ¢

I'he track team returns to Murfreesboro this

eekend for the MT Valentine Invitational at the
Murphy Center at 10:30 a.m. @

MTSU Student? Check.

Enrolled in the CIM program? Check.

n the exciting team at Titan Americal We're currently offering
r company 1o students envolledin MTSU's

tha campus commun

v and
|

irginia. Florida or North Carolina, preference

& eNCOUrage every program member to apply

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

STATE UNIVERSITY

Matching the brightest university students
with the best employers

Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2007 +« 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Tennessee State Fairgrounds

* More than 300 employers from business, industry,
government, and education

» Open to college juniors, seniors, graduate students, and alumni

* Tickets are required. Get yours at the MTSU Career and
Employment Center, KUC 328.

For more info, visit www.mtsu.edu/~career

eeo/aa
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Tennis: Texas Tech preview

Continued from 6

on the lower end of the teams we
are going to be playing, they are
just as gn(\d.“ Short said. “As 1
have always been saying rankings
right now mean nothing all the
current l.mkll‘.g\ 4are now are hm\'
each team finished the year last
vear.’

Middle is currently recovering
from all their previous injuries.
Born sat out from practice on
Sunday and Monday to let his
ankle heal and then had a light
practice on Tuesday as well.

“Born is around 80 percent,”
Short jaid. “Hopefully he can
make it to 90 percent by the time
we get to Seattle”

Although he is injured, Born

and Siljestrom are tearing

through all their opponents in
doubles. They are currently
ranked 16th, and together, they
have a 16-4 record.

“If they play their best together,
they will be real difficult to beat,”
Short said.
think that they can play this well
the whole season, but if they do it

“It 1s unrealistic to

will be a real boost to the rest of

the team.”

Middle
Tennessee is lh\l‘m}_: to stretch
their winning streak to seven.
With Born and Siljestrom playing

Going into Seattle,

like they are, it will be really hard
for anyone to beat them.

,\llddlk‘
play Mississippi State on Feb. 17

[ennessee returns to

at 1 p.m. at the Racquet Club. @

SPRING BREAK

INFORMATION
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com

FREE SPRING BREAK .
MoDEL SEARCH CALENDAR

*Vauo ror Fiest 1000 RESERVATIONS

Dillard’s.

the style of your life

~ INTERNSHIP AVAILABLE ~

We're looking for the best and brightest. Our ideal ¢

professional

person with integrity, i

andidate is a

ship skills

1
WwhoO enjovs interacti

wK summer

rate, 1S set up to show

When vou jo
yvou'll |
and hc

If you're successful in our internship ;\m‘u‘x.:':\

you'll be eligible to start your retail ¢

sraduation

areer by jou 1 Dillard’s

Store Management team as an Assistant 5 ales .\l Anager.

For more information contact
Geoff Johnson at 615-867-2100.

www.nashvillelan.com | 02.24.2007 9am-6pm @ the GEC

Thursday, February

BEFORE CEO,
THERE'S ROTC-

The Army ROTC Leader's Training Courst
your career as an Army Officer and teaches you leadership skills along the way

ENROLL IN ARMY B\%p

BECOME AN ARMY OF

summer experience that jumpstarts

For more information. visit Forrest Hall, Room 1, or t Major Giles at 898-2470 or cgile

XPRESS

powered by www.itxpress.net

Come Play With Us at The Nashville LAN Party!

That's right - Nashville finally has its opportunity to host the 1st annual Nashville
LAN party. Come out and pit your skills against other gamers and compete for
some GREAT PRIZES! You won't just have fun, you'll have a blast because this is a
LAN party with a kick..make that a PUCK. That's because the party is held in
conjunction with the Nashville Predators and their game that night against the
Red Wings. Go to www.nashvillelan.com to learn more and register!

8, 2007
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