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| MTSU e-mail best way
| to reach faculty

MTSU e-mail accounts
are the best way to corre-
spond with professors,
according  Information
Technology.

E-mail from commer-
cial e-mail accounts may be
detected as spam and not
reach its recipient.

Vigil commemorates
Martin Luther King

The MTSU Annual
Martin Luther King Day
Candlelight Vigil will be
held tonight at 6 p.m. in
Tucker Theatre.

The event will feature
motivational speaker
Milton Creagh of Atlanta.

The Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity and the Office of
Multicultural Affairs will
host the event.

Student television
plans general interest
event

MTTV will be holding a

Tuesday, Jan. 25 at 8 p.m. in
the Business and Aerospace
Building, Room S102.
Topics covered will
include: news audition
sign-ups, new shows, pro-
duction work and special
events for spring 2005. All
majors are welcome.

Deadline near for
basketball registration

Students interested in
intramural basketball have
until Tuesday, Jan. 25 at 5
p.m. to register.

League play will begin
Monday, Jan. 31. Students

Campus Recreation.

Student group hosts
pro-choice discussion
The student

a discussion Thursday, Jan.

between a pro-choice phi-
losophy and spirituality.

World:
Religion.”
refreshments will follow.

Journalist group holds
informative meeting

Association will hold an
informative meeting on
Thursday, Jan. 27 at 3 p.m.
in the John Bragg Mass
Communications building,
Room 270.

Plans for the upcoming
semester will be discussed,
along with SJA member-
ship details.

Blood drive planned
for all day Thursday

The Red Cross will be
hosting a blood drive on
Thursday, Jan. 27. To par-
ticipate, come to the
Keathley University Center
third floor between 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m.

Sorority begins
recruitment week

Phi Chi sororitv will be
hosting recruitment events
this week, beginning with a
meet and greet tonight in
the KUC, Room 318 at 7:30
p.m. &

general interest meeting

can register at the office of

group
VOX: Voices for Planned

Parenthood will be hosting

27 from 5:30 to 9 p.m. to
examine the relationship

The event will be held in
the BAS, Room S128 and
will begin with a screening
of the film, “In a Just
Abortion,
Contraception and World

A panel discussion and

The Student Journalists

A new look for Todd

By Kristin Hall

Editor in Chief

ter-writing

campaign.

ble condition of the facilities.

No one could be happier about the opening
of the renovated Todd Building that now hous-
es the art department than Judy Van Vorhis.

Van Vorhis was the spokesperson of the
Student Art Alliance that in 1998 started a let-
campaign urging university
President James Walker to find the funding to
move the department out of the Art Barn.

“It was the students that had the power to
make a difference,” Van Vorhis said about the

Students, Student Government Association
members, parents and community members
all wrote pleading letters explaining the horri-

Photos by Rachelle Morvant | Chief Photographer
(Above) Art classes began Jan. |8 in newly renovated Todd building.
(Below) Art department student lounge features appropriate artistic decor.

Renovated Todd
replaces Art Barn

It was, in fact, the Barn alone that kept the
art department from receiving accreditation, a
situation that interim department chair Jean
Nagy hopes to reverse in March.

The history of the Art Barn is a long and
controversial one. The department moved in
during the 1960s, but the space was only sup-
posed to be temporary.

Years passed and the department kept get-

See Todd, 2

Brunch honors Martin Luther King

By Lauren Buckley
Staff Writer

African-Americans were
encouraged to “seize our bold
future” by an area pastor during
the keynote address of the
annual Martin Luther King Jr.
brunch.

The Murfreesboro and the
MTSU chapters of the National
Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People hosted the annual event
on Jan. 15 in the Tennessee
Room of the James Union
Building.

Reverend Dr. Chestina M.
Archibald, pastor at Key United
Methodist Church and director
of the Wesley Foundation at
Fisk University, told the audi-
ence that the time to claim the
future is now.

“Now is the time we must
seize our bold future. We need
to stop singing ‘We Shall
Overcome Someday,”
Archibald said. “Instead, we
need to sing ‘We Shall
Overcome Today!™

Church leaders and mem-
bers, government officials, and
both members and non-mem-
bers of the NAACP attended the
brunch.

“It is not he that falls who
fails, but he who falls and fails
to rise again,” Archibald said.

She added that the ancestors
of African-Americans in Egypt
were able to build the pyramids,
and that these builders were a
“regal” people.

“People could have called
Abe Lincoln a loser,” Archibald
said. “He lost eight times, but
we don’t think about that. We

think about our freedom. Babe
Ruth could have been called the
‘Strikeout King. He struck out
more than any others at that
time.”

The theme was' “Celebrating
our Courageous Past While
Claiming Our Bold Future.”

“We’ve been planning this
for about three months,” said
the MTSU chapter president
Jonathan Morton, a junior soci-
ology major from Arrington,
Tenn. “Our chapter did most of
the reserving of rooms, han-
dling tickets and putting
together the programs.”

The brunch began with a
greeting  from  Reverend
Deborah Peppers, pastor of
Suggs Chapel A.M.E. Church.

See Brunch, 2
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No arrests made
in dorm thefts

By Matt Anderson
News Editor

Freshman recording indus-
try major Alex Williams had
just returned to his dorm room
from an exam when a friend
down the hall had a computer
problem.

Williams dropped his back-
pack in his room and went to
help. He left his door unlocked.
While he was gone, someone
entered and stole $25 cash and a
$78 textbook.

Two Cummings rooms, 625
and 627, were unlawfully
entered Dec. 14. Between the
two dorm rooms, three text-
books, cash and several video
games were stolen. Williams
lives in 625.

“I didn’t really think some-
body would have the audacity
to walk in my room and take
something, especially if I'm on
the floor,” Williams said.

No arrests have been made,
and MTSU Crime Stoppers
have offered a reward for infor-
mation that could lead to an
arrest,

Williams noted that many
people on the floor that day
were not Cummings residents.
Now, he always locks his door.

“I didn’t think I'd have that
trust issue with people up on
my floor,” Williams said. “I pret-
ty much know everybody up
here. It kind of sucks to have to
lock my door every time I make
a move.”

Cummings residents have to
swipe their student IDs through
a magnetic reader to ride the
elevators and enter the stair-
wells. The magnetic reader for
the western stairwell does not
function properly, but the doors
to individual floors are locked.

Cummings area coordinator
Ray Owens declined to com-
ment for this story. Two desk
assistants declined to give their
names, fearing they would lose
their jobs.

Both desk assistants conced-
ed that magnetic readers were
not 100 percent effective. They
said in the 2003-04 school year,
students had to show their ID to

See Thefts, 2

New funding benefits
health center’s plans

By Casey Phillips
Staff Writer

The Center for Health and
Human Services received a large
increase in funding for new and
continuing projects in the 2004-
2005 academic year.

Martha Jo Edwards, who
founded CHHS in 1994, sees
annual growth as a sign of
increased confidence in the cen-
ter’s capabilities.

Edwards is the current direc-
tor and holder of the Adams
Chair of Excellence in Health
Care Services.

This year’s increased funding
is all the more impressive give
the poor funding of the center
during its early years.

“About eight years ago, [the
center’s funding] was at
$7,400,” Edwards said. “People
are beginning to recognize that
we have faculty on this campus
that are capable of doing this
kind of work.”

This year’s grants provided a
record $544,000 for various
programs, an increase of
$169,000 over the 2003-2004
academic year.

The funds will go towards
continuing work on several

projects as well as starting new
projects.

New programs set to benefit
from the grants include devel-
oping a five-year plan for
Maternal Child Health for
Tennessee and a three-year plan
for activities with the
Comprehensive Cancer Control
office.

Funding continued for the
eighth year of a project to
address tobacco use in the
Cumberland area and for the
third year of a project research-
ing unexplained infant death.

Edwards sees the increase in
projects as useful in terms of
improving both the educational
benefits of the center as well as
the image of MTSU.

“The more opportunities we
get to provide services to agen-
cies outside the university,”
Edwards said, “the better we
improve the image of the uni-
versity as well as increasing the
role of students and giving
them exposure to real-life
examples of what they are
learning in the classroom.”

Edwards said she believes the
growth of the last 10 years will

See Grant, 2

Ofticials predict record enrollment for spring semester

By Michaela Jackson

Assistant News Editor management.

MTSU officials predict a record
spring enrollment for 2005.

According to The Record, in the spring
of 2004, enrollment peaked at 20,229
students. This spring, MTSU officials
report that enrollment is up approxi-
mately 3.2 percent from that number.

“This is consistent with the universi-
ty’s enrollment management plan that
focuses on controlling the growth in the
student population,” according to the
president’s newsletter.

Official numbers will be available
after purges for nonpayment are com-
plete.

MTSU has also heightened its criteria
for admission, affecting the minimum
required grade point average and college

teed.

Huddleston.

assistant vice provost for enrollment

Previously, to gain guaranteed admis-
sion, high school students had to achieve
either a 2.8 GPA or a 20 on their ACT.

Under the new requirements, stu-
dents must graduate high school with
either a 3.0 GPA or a 22 on their ACT to
be guaranteed admission. Alternatively,
if a student achieves both a 2.7 GPA and
a 19 on their ACT, admission is guaran-

The increase in standards is designed
to ensure “a better prepared student
coming into college,” according to

Huddleston said that due to the sig-
nificant increase in the university’s appli-
cants in recent years, it has become nec-
essary to “control enrollment growth.”

admission test score for incoming stu-
dents, according to Sherian Huddleston,

See Spring, 2

Photos by Rachelle Morvant | Chief Photographer

Students returned to classes after a month-long holiday break.
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Todd: Art Barn site to be converted to gravel parking lot

Continued from |

ing for a new facility.

Meanwhile, the department
was outgrowing the facility and
the Barn was beginning to show
wear-and-tear.

In February of 1980, John
McKay, a consultant from the
National  Association  of
Students of Art and Design, vis-
ited the campus and recom-
mended that the facility be
replaced within the decade.

“Considerable expense will
continue to accrue during the
next decade just to keep this
‘barn’ in a standing position,”
McKay wrote in his report.

Seventeen years after this ini-
tial warning of trouble, another
consultant, Thomas Ferreira,
pointed out significant health
and safety problems with the
building.

Ferreira wrote that in 22
years of consulting work at uni-
versities all over the country, he
couldn’t recall one facility that is
“so egregiously inadequate in so
many ways.”

The Art Barn was “the worst
facility over all that I have seen,”
he said.

Some of the major problems
were termite, rodent and pigeon
infestation, lack of eyewash and

pull-shower stations and no
access for the disabled to the
second floor.

Rick Rishaw, art gallery
preparator, recalled having to
help one disabled student climb
up the stairs in order to attend
class.

“The ventilation was crappy,
the floors were rotting in some
spots and the roof was leaking,”
Rishaw said.

After the 1997 report came
out, Van Vorhis and fellow stu-
dents were determined to “bring
the Art Barn out from under a
rock.”

The Art Alliance passed out
fliers, spoke with administrators
and community leaders and
held art fairs in order to get the
word out about the condition of
the building.

“There was building going
on everywhere, beautiful places
of study, and we had to walk
into the Barn,” Van Vorhis said.
“It was our turn, our time.”

The answer to the art depart
ment’s prayers came from the
2000-2001 General Assembly,
which appropriated $8 million
to renovate the former Todd
Library Building.

Finally, the department is
enjoying the fruits of their
labor.

Thefts: ID readers allow
unauthorized dorm entry

Continued from |

a desk assistant before boarding
the elevators.

One desk assistant said she
checks IDs if a student doesn't
look like they belong in
Cummings, but she said not
many desk assistants do.

A Sidelines reporter had no
problem boarding an elevator
without an ID.

“Anybody can walk in, and as
long as they’re getting on the
right gendered elevator. All they

have to do is wait for it to come
down and they can get on,” one
desk
think they should increase
rity here.
dents off, but if th

assistant said. "1 rea
seCu
It would piss the resi

n't like

ey do

being safe, they shouldn’t live
here.”

Despite the break-in,
Williams feels safe in

Cummings.

A more precise ID checking
system would help, he said, but
it would also inconvenience res-

idents. ®

Grant: Programs expanded

Continued from |

continue with the 2005-2006
academic year.

“At least four grants have
opportunities to continue
another year or so, and we will
get new ones in on top of that,”
Edwards said. “We never know if
there will be a further increase
in the next year, but I suspect
the funding will continue to
grow.”

If Edwards seems confident,
she said it is only because her
appreciation of her staft’s capa-
bilities is tremendous despite
the size of many of these pro-
grams. ’

“Most of the projects are
already in the works and we
have faculty members currently

working to fulfill the scope of

these projects,” Edwards said.
“The center would not be suc-

cessful without their work.”

Although the center is locat-
ed on campus, Edwards said the
projects in which it is involved
extend far beyond the universi-
ty.

Edwards said the stated mis-
sion goal for the center is “to
engage the faculty and students
of MTSU in projects to improve
the health of the citizens of
Tennessee.”

“We do an awful lot of proj-
ects for the state,” Edwards
explained. “I think we are the
only university [in Tennessee]
that operates in both research
and service.”

The center partners with
many different organizations
including the Tennessee March
of Dimes, Maternal and Child
Health, and the Department of
Health. @
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With eight master class-
rooms and a lecture hall that
seats 94 students, the new build-
ing now has enough room for
all of its 300-plus majors, as well
as room for the new Albert Gore
Sr. Research Center on the first
floor.

Senior painting major Wes
Adamson said he is glad that he
won't have to worry about
securing studio space.

“I had to fight the last two
semesters for any type of space
and when I got a space it was
really inappropriate for any
field” Adamson said. “But
today, in the first five minutes, |
got to go and pick out my studio

space.”

Only the first two floors of

the building are complete, while
construction on the third floor

is currently in the

bidding
process.

Graphic design, printmaking
and book arts will occupy the
third floor when construction is
finished, along with more
College of Liberal Arts faculty
offices

One of the main benefits of
the new facility is that now the
department, which was spread
out all over campus in various
buildings, will be consolidated
into one building.

——— =

“The students were never
really together to form a com-
munity,” Adamson lamented.
“With classes centralized, it’s
going to be so much easier for
interaction.”

Although alumna Van Vorhis
won't have the pleasure of
attending classes in the new

Todd Building, she is looking
forward to the demolition of the
Art Barn.

The Barn Bash, as it is called,
is scheduled for February 25-26,
when faculty, students and
alumni are invited to watch the
Barn be torn down.

The space will be turned into

Photos by chhelloan | Chef Photographer
After more than 30 years of use, the Art Barn is now empty.The building is set to be
demolished. Artifacts from the Art Barn will be auctioned in February.

a 60-car gravel parking lot,
according to Patti Miller, direc-
tor of Campus Planning.

And Van Vorhis doesn’t plan
on leaving empty-handed.

“I have to have a piece of it,”
she said. @

Brunch: Humanitarian awards presented for local service

Continued from |

i’c;“{’l‘l\ led the attendees in
singing “Let Us March On, Til
the Victory is Won

Marcus L
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Anthony McAdoo.

Haney, a Murfreesboro
police officer, blocked a bullet
from hitting another officer
after responding to a domestic
disturbance call.

McAdoo was recognized for
his volunteer work in the com-
munity. The Martin Luther King
brunch was a new event for
Idava Beach of LaVergne, Tenn.

‘T am not a member of the
NAACP, but I was invited by a
member of the Democratic

Women,” Beach said. “1 wasn’t

sure what to expect, but I found
it very inspiring and enlighten-
ing. It’s great to see people com-
ing together to honor acts of
kindness [and| heroism.”

Murfreesboro chapter presi-
dent Goldy Wade said that
;mcmhcrship is not just for
minorities or blacks.”

“The NAACP is for anyone
who has a concern about the
welfare of people. I am happy to
say that we are a mixture of
races. We are about people and
helping people.” ®

Spring: University tightens admissions requirements

Continued from |

We
family, student-centered envi-
ronment,” Huddleston said, and
achieving this goal means limit
ing enrollment.

“We pride ourselves on being
able to give our students per
sonal attention despite our large
numbers,” Huddleston said.

Huddleston explained that

strive to maintain a

the enrollment limitations are
essentially an issue of resource
allocation.

We deal with
decreasing funding and prob

have to
lems with space,” she said.

In addition to raising stan
dards for all prospective MTSU
students, Huddleston said that
the university is also seeking to
increase its percentage of high-
ability students.
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Huddleston qualified her
statement, though, by explain-
that

high-ability students is “not to
the exclusion of other students.”

ing such

We want to remain accessi-
ble to other y,lmd students,” she
said.

Nevertheless, MTSU is tak-
ing steps to attract prize stu-
dents. For instance, university

president Sidney McPhee and

recruitment of

other university officials,
including representatives from
the admissions department,
host a reception each fall for
prospective students who are
National Merit Scholarship
finalists.

According to McPhee in his
remarks at the reception last
fall, the MTSU enrolled three
National Merit Scholars in 2003
and six in 2004. ®
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Bredesen initially oftered
less drastic TennCare cuts

\sso¢ 1ated Press

NASHVILLI
Phil Bredesen initially wanted to
make less drastic

lennCare

lenn. Gov.
cuts to the
program but could
not come to an agreement with
the leading advocate tor pro
gram enrollees

Earlier this month, Bredesen
announced 323,000 people
would be removed from the $8
billion program and that bene
fits would decrease for another
396.000

The Tennessean newspaper
obtained two scenarios the goy
ernor offered to the Tennessec
Justice Center and letters from
center officials through an open
records request. The documents
reveal widely divergent view

points of what it would take to

rein in the spiraling costs of the
I‘lx\-,il imm

In December, Bredeser
plans included significant cuts

either in prescription availabi
ty or medical services and wer
CICCidd :n 1Oraon ;m)‘ IVimal
rejected by Gordon | nyn

director of the Tennessee Tusti

C.enle

prescr
SRl
adu
month
xlllilf?t n

I'he second scenario would
have ended health-care coverage
for nearh (0,000 adults and
required generic drugs in most
in the pro

cases tor those et

gram ['he gOVErnor s

"TennCare Disenrollment

Scenario”  also would have

ended the pra [ice ol l"””li
over many TennCare users from
one category to another to keep
'I:v m « 51-_‘ bl

Both scenarios mcluded con
cessions and asked the Justice
Center, which represents
TennCare users in federal court
to step back from legal chal
lenges the governor said has
prevented the state from being
able to cut costs of the program.

Bredesen }‘!'C\Cl]l\'«i the two
plans at a Dec. 15 meeting and
asked Bonnyman to pick one.
Bonnyman said he could not

choose because he felt neither

HELP BUILD THE NEXT GENERATION OF LEADERS. BE A GIRL SCOUT VOLUNTEER. ’,P

scenario ‘.'.1'll|\| Sdave |('HII(‘\\(‘L'
the $650 million the governor
sought, according to a lettes
Bonnvman sent to Bredesen on
Dec. |

Bonnyman wrote that nei
ther scenario included cost-cut

ting suggestions made by the

Justice Center that had nothing

to do with cutting people o1

medical benefits from
TennCare, the state's expanded
Medicaid health insurance pro
gram fon the poor, disabled and
uninsured.

Bonnyman wrote in a Jan. 6
letter, "both scenarios involve
serious risks for TennCare
enrollees, including likely loss ol
life for some

I respecttully de

endorse either scen
ther then nor now do
there 1s nothing furt
‘
"
(5 |
mine i ol \
uld | om 1

’.‘f'.\\hi.lii:_ health care to the

underserved within the political
and economic realities of the
dav. I am truly sorry that it was

ot to be,” Bredesen wrote on
Dec. 28
I, too

in its search for a third way, the

am disappointed that,

state and its consultants never
seem to have seriously consid
ered anything other than a set of
policies that are variations of
what was proposed originally,”
Bonnyman wrote back on Jan
O "Those L‘ll'l‘ﬂx.l‘.‘\ do not
'reform TennCare' but only cut
it to a point where it will be

incapable of fulfilling its prom
ise to many." @
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From the Editorial Board

Sciences should take page
from art students’ book

The new semester brings a new and long-awaited
change to the university: a new art building.

Art students set foot into the newly refurbished
Todd Building for the first time last Tuesday, ending
a more than 30-year wait for a new facility to replace
the departments’s unsafe “temporary” location in the
Art Barn.

The new building will be a boon to the art depart-
ment in many ways, the biggest of which is the fact
that the newer, safer Todd Building will allow it to be
considered for accreditation for the first time in
years, a great victory for a department that had
feared it might have been closed down.

In addition, the new building will help attract stu-
dents to the university’s art department through the
Governor’s School for the Arts program. Instead of a
creaking barn full of narrow and confusing passages,
high school students will be able to enjoy quality stu-
dio space that might encourage them to consider
coming to the university after graduating.

Most noteworthy of all, however, is the fact that
student involvement helped turn the creation of a
new art facility from a forgotten project into a prior-
ity for the university. The university’s art program
watched for years as its request for a new home was
turned down, all while a new library, mass commu
nications building and business building were con
structed at great expense.

The letter campaign mounted by art students in
1998 to ask for a new building is a testament to not
only the power of a large group of voices, but also
shows that the people attending this university do
sincerely care about this school, and want to get the
most from it that they can.

Science majors calling for much-needed renova
tions to the aging Davis Science Building would do
well to take a page from the art department’s book
and press the university for what it needs.

The science departments will likely face as uphill a
battle to earn a renovated building as the art depart
ment faced in getting out of the Art Barn.

Luckily, the past has shown that persistence can
pay off in the long run. If the science departments are
willing to put in the effort to keep pushing for
improvements until someone takes the time to listen,
they will someday be able to share in the same quali-
ty of facilities that the arts are finally enjoying. @
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State wants speeders’ fines for itself

Just when you thought speed-
ing through Georgia was a bad
idea, guess again.

A bill in that state’s General
Assembly aims at keeping officers
from setting those pesky speed
traps we've all been caught in
while going 82 mph at 3 a.m. on
highway 840.

If the bill passes, the money
collected from speeders local
police pull over on interstate high-
ways would go straight to the
treasury. Translation: A vast
decrease in speeding revenue at
state precincts.

Jason Harper, Henry County
Commission Chairman, thinks
the lack of revenue would discour-
age officers from patrolling inter-
states.

Wow. Tennessee officers are
more than willing to pull me over
and ask where I’'m going so fast at
this time of night! I think that’s
par for the course. No matter who
gets the money, be it the local

Half Naked

Wendy Caldwell

Staff Columnist

department or the state treasury,
police are there to enforce laws.

“Across the state of Georgia,
you would affect safety because
across the state of Georgia, coun-
ties would stop patrolling the
interstates,” Harper said in an arti-
cle on www.henryherald.com.

On an unrelated note, across
the state of Georgia, county com-
mission chairmen are overusing
the phrase “across the state of
Georgia.”

Rep. Ben Bridges, who spon-
sored the bill, says it’s merely set
up to discourage speed traps used
to generate quick revenue. The bill

would not affect all fines, as those
collected by the state patrol would
remain local.

As much as I'm a fan of a dri-
ver’s right to go a reasonable speed
(even if it does exceed the speed
limit), I'm going to have to side
against Bridges on this one. If the
local police ticket speeders, the
collected fines should stay in that
area. That’s their job. If someone is
going 40 over on the interstate,
that person should get a ticket.

Whether or not it’s right is not
the issue; local police have found a
way to make money while keeping
the streets less dangerous. Good
for them.

If the state wants this money to
go into its treasury, the state
should earn it. Why not let the
representatives set speed traps of
their own, or walk around down-
town taking a stand against jay-
walking?

“I'm not doing this to make
money for the state,” Bridges said.

Well, that’s a relief. Here I
thought you just wanted a piece of
the pie that you just sat around
and watched everyone else bake.

“I just don’t feel that public
safety ought to be out there mak-
ing money,” Bridges added.

Whether or not it’s a conscious
effort, anyone who is at work is
“out there making money.”

It may not be direct, like sales,
but all this effort to push this bill
through is Bridge’s way of being
“out there making money.”

And if anyone should be
restricted from making money,
representatives are at the top of
the list. If you work a job where
you have to carry a gun in case
someone tries to shoot you or
somebody else, you deserve the
chance to make money. Especially
by pulling over legislators. ®

Wendy Caldwell is a junior actu-
arial science major and can be
reached at wkc2d@mtsu.edu.

From the Opinions Editor

Upcoming election will show
Iraqis’ faith in democracy

Most of us may not
even know who the can-
didates in the upcoming
Iraqi national elections
are. However, the identi-
ties of the forces that
stand to win or lose are
clear enough: faith and 4
fear. A

Right now, I'm hoping that the Iraqi people can
have enough faith in democracy to fight their fears
and cast their ballots on Jan. 30.

It’s a little difficult, though, to'maintain that faith
right now. A new recording released yesterday,
believed to be from terrorist leader Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, has threatened “fierce war” on all involved
in the election.

As if to emphasize al-Zarqawi’s threat, insurgents
blew up a polling station just south of Baghdad —
one of a continuing series of attacks against facilities
being used to conduct the election.

I can’t help but feel that this is a bad time for an
election. I hate to admit that, however. I don’t think
Iraqis should cave in to angry demigogues seeking to
divide the nation against itself.

Democracy, however, cannot work as intended
when people avoid the polls out of the fear of being
killed while standing in line. I believe that now is the
wrong time to cast votes, that the interim govern-
ment should establish a safe and secure present
before turning their eyes to the nation’s future.

An unstable environment will continue to be a
threat to any form of just government in Iraq until
that threat can be contained and defeated. The Iraqi
people will have little faith in a government that can-
not protect their nation, even if that government is
one they voted for themselves.

Regardless of what I think, I know that the elec-
tions will continue as planned. Knowing that, I will
cross my fingers and hope that faith in democracy, in
rule of the people, will outweigh the fear and suspi-
cion generated by men like al-Zarqawi. The Iragi
people need something to have faith in, after bearing
the trials of a long-term occupation and violent
insurgency.

Let’s hope the ballot box can provide just that. ®

Matthew Adair
Opintons Editor

Matthew Adair is a sophomore art education major
and can be reached at matt.adair@gmail.com.

Inaugural speech sets
nation’s future course

When I witnessed President George W.
Bush give his second inaugural address to
the nations, it took me more than a day to
figure out what he was trying to say.

Frustrated, I went online to read the

president’s first inaugural speech from
January 20, 2001. It was only after I read it
that I realized why freedom is so impor

tant to our president.

Our democratic faith is more than the
creed of our country,” the president said
back then. “It is the inborn hope of our
humanity, an ideal we carry but do not
own, a trust we bear and pass along.”

So it is fitting that in his second inau-
gural, Bush follows up on that by saying,
“The survival of liberty in our land
increasingly depends on the success of lib-
erty in other lands.”

In 2001, Bush and the rest of us faced
an America that had been sitting on its
butt when it came to the threat of interna-
tional terrorism. “We
weapons of mass destruction in our
world, so that a new century is spared new
horrors,” the president said.

In regards to a strong national defense,
Bush said, “We will build our defenses
beyond challenge, lest weakness invite
challenge.”

Although ridiculed on Saturday Night
Live, our president was showing us him-
self before we even knew who he was.

Bush had lofty goals in January 2001,
some of which Democrats have mocked
him for.

“We will reform Social Security and
Medicare, sparing our children from the
struggles we have the power to prevent,”
he said in his first address as president.

At Thursday’s inaugural, Bush said,
“We will reform these programs to meet

will confront

The T.P.S. Report

Tim Hill
Staff Columnist
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the demands of today.”

Now, Medicare’s overhaul is beginning |
to take effect, and Social Security is back
on target.

The president’s agenda and vision for |
the country have their own opponents of
sorts. While my sister and I were making
our way to the official swearing-in cere-
mony, we saw some protesters.

Their painted signs ranged from “Jesus |
Hates Forks” to “Thank God for the
Tsunami.”

My sister had never seen protesters out
like that before, and 1 reassured her that
most of them were only doing it for shock
value.

Both inaugural speeches had Bush
mentioning and praising God.

“Never tiring, never yielding, never
finishing,” is the way Bush described our
nation’s efforts to seek and pursue the will
of God.

“We will not falter. We will not waiver.
We will not fail,” are words of Bush’s that
will also guide our nation and world
throughout the president’s second term. ®

Tim Hill is a junior journalism major
and can be reached at tph2e@mtsu.edu.

~ Correction:

In the story “Former editor works for county schools,” (Jan. 18, p. 14), former
editor James Evans was quoted as saying "[Leon| Alligood was such an awesome
professor, and he is a great writer...” Evans later told Sidelines that he never had
Alligood as a professor. Sidelines regrets the error.

retain Coach Andy McCollum?
Great! We just need to adjust to playing
[A ball. (15 percent)

(11 percent)

I'm indifferent. (14 percent)

(35 percent)

it's time to shop. (25 percent)

Sidelines online poll results
What do you think of the decision to

@8 [ support giving the man another chance.

Let's bring in someone else — anyone else.

It's not the brightest move we've made, but
ONE more season won't hurt. After that,

Visit www.mtsusidelines.com to answer this week’s poll question, “Do you feel that
ID readers are necessary to ensure campus security?”
454 people voted. Results are not scientific.
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Cosby calls blacks
to set priorities
on early education

By Damion Leenatali
Arizona Daily Wildcat

(U-WIRE) TUCSON, Ariz. — By denouncing a street
culture that emphasizes bling over books, comedian Bill
Cosby has drawn criticism from those who dismiss him
as just another celebrity airing his social conscience.
Unfortunately, what they fail to recognize is that he's
right. Railing against promiscuous parents and their
"knucklehead" children, Cosby's comments have struck a
chord with parts of the black community and a raw
nerve with others. By demanding change, the newly stern
comedian has drawn the spotlight to the proverbial ele-
phant in the room. After three decades of affirmative
action, why do significant portions of black America still
languish in crime-ridden poverty?

Of course, there are a host of answers to this contro-
versial question, but Cosby's are probably the least
savory. He blames the black street culture, one that glo-
rifies crime while downplaying the benefits of education.
He blames parents, or at least those who fail to instill val-
ues in their children. He blames black entertainers who
openly promote the lifestyle of instant gratification. In a
move that is almost heretical in politically correct
America, he blames blacks for their own problems.

If it were not for the fact that Cosby is black himself,
he would most likely be labeled as a racist. After all, many
like-minded white critics have been unfairly painted
with that brush. But to hear harsh condemnations com-
ing from such a prominent member of the black com-
munity gives many would-be critics pause, affording all
of us the opportunity to examine what might be wrong
with modern black culture.

Having attended an inner-city high school, the prob-
lem seemed obvious to me. Without assessing blame for
the origins of this development, it can be fairly said that
a large segment of America's black population does not
value education in a way that would be most beneficial
to it. As Cosby would have it, this is due to the fact that
black culture dismisses education, and to some extent, he
is correct in thinking so.

Even a casual audit of mainstream black entertain-
ment reveals some disturbing trends. Hip-hop artists are
elevated to near-divine status, while the prerequisites to
the American dream (civic virtue, hard work, and educa-
tion) are noticeably absent. Some blacks even report feel-
ing pressured to abstain from academic aspirations.
"Your African identity has to be defined by ignorance,"
one high school junior recently told Newsweek.

"Caucasians don't have that pressure.”

But while it might be instinctive to blame certain
facets of black culture for the lackluster performance of
black students, rectifying those problems will be impos-
sible without some form of institutional change. Simply
put, abandoning black street culture will require some
sort of tangible motivation.

Affirmative action has been trumpeted as a way of
leveling the playing field for black students and profes-
sionals, but in many ways, it ignores the fundamental
problem: Many blacks do not receive the basic kind of
training that is required in the world of higher education
or professional work. Thus, by the time affirmative
action can really be of any use, it's much too late.

To understand why blacks are at such a disadvantage,
one need look no further than the public education sys-
tem. High poverty school districts are chronically under-
funded (one study recently found that they receive an
average of $868 less per student than their affluent coun-
terparts). With black students entering college on such
shaky educational footing, it doesn't take a rocket scien-
tist to conclude that they will be ill-prepared for the road
ahead of them.

University of California, Los Angeles law professor
Richard Sander claims that blacks' lack of a solid educa-
tional foundation results in underperformance. Sander
recently told National Public Radio, "About one-half of
blacks end up in the bottom tenth of the class, and we
find that ... it's explained by this huge credentials gap
that students start law school with."

Hoping to close Sander's "credentials gap” by throw-
ing more money at impoverished school districts smacks
of naivete, but it's certainly a start. Decrepit schools and
underpaid teachers are hardly a beacon of light for black
students, but they cannot be expected to shift their focus
toward education if our own focus isn't there to begin
with. But if black students are given a substantive educa-
tion in their early years, maybe the days of street culture
and affirmative action could be behind us.

And Cosby could return to his day job. ®
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feel CHEATED and ROBBED for paying
OUTRAGEOUS prices for textbooks?

By Mary Anne Dunavant
Staff Writer

The books may or may not
be used, but they are required
nonetheless.

Many students have taken at
least one of what seem to be the
only alternatives — either post-
ing ads to sell used books to
other students or purchasing
and selling used books online.

Though purchasing and sell-
ing books online through vari-
ous Web sites does save stu-
dents money, there is always the
possibility that the books may
not arrive in time for classes to
begin — not to mention the
shipping cost that is added
when purchasing books online.

It seems like a better way
must exist for students to effi-
ciently purchase and sell books.
And one does.

A recent college graduate
has created a Web site,
www.collegecampusconnec-
tion.com, through which stu-
dents can purchase and sell
books from and to other stu-
dents on the same campus,
without the hassle of mailing
bulky books.

Ken Williams, a 2004 gradu-
ate  of Ohio Northern
University, has developed what
seems to be a potential break-
through in helping college stu-
dents to make and save money
through the purchasing and
selling of textbooks.

While the Web site is very
new, it is a very practical way
for students to purchase cheap
books.

Once students contact each
other through the information
that they provide on the Web
site, they can meet on campus
to complete the exchange.

“The basic idea stresses
inter-campus trading,”
Williams says. “For instance,
you go to the bookstore and
pay $100, maybe more or less,
for a book. The bookstore
sometimes gives you as little as
$15 back for the book, puts a
‘used’ sticker on it and sells it
again for $80.”

Williams®  alternative is
much more practical than pur-
chasing from a bookstore or
online.

He developed the idea for an
inter-campus trading Web site
during his junior year in col-
lege, and it has been operating
for about a year and a half now.

The goal of the Web site is to
help college students make and
save money with as little hassle
as possible.

Williams” Web site allows
students to enter their campus-
es into a searchable database
that allows them to post books
for sale and to read lists of

books desired by other stu-
dents.

This way, students can offer
less than the bookstore prices,
so that they make more money
from the used books, and the
purchasing students pay less
than they would in the campus
bookstore.

“It's a win/win situation,’
Williams says.

Williams’ site has been mod-
ified to become more user-
friendly.

Students can
advertisements to sell items or
offer services to fellow students,
and it is much easier because
no bulletin boards are involved.
The process can be completed
using only a computer.

Williams is confident that
the Web site will be very suc-
cessful.

“College students are lazy
and try to find the cheapest and
easiest ways to do everything,
so [the Web site] works,”
Williams says.

Because the site was modi-
fied, it has only been promoted
since Dec. 15, 2004. It currently
houses users from many differ-
ent schools, including the
University of Alabama in
Birmingham,  Pennsylvania
State University and the
University of Northern Ohio.

“When the Web site started,”
Williams says, “I charged a
membership fee of $5. Then I
had to step back and think of
the initial purpose of the Web
site. | wanted to make it cheap
and easy for students to use, so
I made it completely free for
students to post unlimited text-
books and classified ads.”

In order to achieve some
kind of profit from the site,
Williams allows near-campus
renters, such as apartment
complexes or home-owners
wishing to rent their homes, to
post advertisements for a small
charge.

“I see an opportunity to
make money in the future,”
Williams says, “but I just want
it to be available to students for
free.”

Since the Web site is new,
Williams wants students to be
aware of a particular aspect of
it.

“The main thing that stu-
dents should know is that they
should not be discouraged
because they do not find much
on the Web site at first,
Williams says, “because stu-
dents [at MTSU] have not
started using it yet. The more
[that] people post books, the
more [students] will benefit
from it. It is quick and easy, but
it is up to students to take
advantage of it” &
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Step out and take advantage of college life

Take the high road!

ntil college, thinking
l | outside the box wasn’t a
consideration.

The box was my home, and
living inside was a dark, sort of
soothing place. I knew what to
expect there, day after day -
nothing.

When 1 began attending
MTSU in the fall of 2001, I was
terrified.

Here I was, completely alone;
no one knew me. I didn’t have
any concept of credit hours,
general studies or college
majors.

When I sat in class, the
thought of asking my professor

for clarification of an assign-
ment just made me feel like
throwing up.

But smiling and nodding
weren’t working!

In one of my first classes, my
professor said that she preferred
we not use “colloquial language”
in our essays.

As I'looked around, I noticed
all the heads turning to each
other as if to say “huh?” So, I
decided to ask what it meant.

Everyone in the room
laughed, but as I felt my heart
sink, I noticed the relief on the
other students’ faces that I had
the guts to ask.

Of course, soon after this
happened, I started carrying a
pocket dictionary, and as I
wrote my lecture notes, I would
keep a list of the words that I
didn’t understand.

Oh, the frustration I felt
from trying to differentiate
between the buildings abbrevia-
tions on my schedule. COMM
and KOM - they sounded the
same, how can they be two dif-
ferent places?

Now, it’s funny, but then -
not so much.

One semester after another,
my anxiety lessened.

I started to meet new people,

learned how to organize my
schedule, research potential

professors and master the art of

sucking up.

Please note this doesn’t
always work, and if you find
that it isn’t working, drop the
class immediately!

Now, I'm thinking about the
timid girl I was when 1 started
versus the person I am now, and
who I will be when I leave.

My life and who I am are
constantly evolving.

Where do I go from here?

What more can [ do while
I'm here, and what more can |
learn?

Don’t I know everything by

now? | mean, it’s been four years .

already!

It doesn’t matter if you're just
beginning your college career or
about to finish up.

Ask questions, demand
answers, and for extra fun, read
books that aren’t required.

Do you really have any idea
how many opportunities are out
there?

And if you feel passionate
about something and someone
tells you no, challenge them
and/or seek out other avenues.

Your life depends on you.®
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Blue Raiders crash in home losses |
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MT’s Steve Thomas, Alex Weekes and Michael Cuffee battle for a loose ball in the team’s disappointing loss at home to South Alabama.

Jaguars upset MT after quick start

By David Hunter
Senior Staff Writer

It wasn't supposed to happen, but it
did.

The Blue Raider men’s basketball
team fell 59-56 to South Alabama
Thursday in front of a home crowd: of
4,220. e

In the process, the Jaguars picked up
only their fifth win of the season as they
ended Middle Tennessee’s 10-game
home winning streak.

“We feel very fortunate to have gotten
a win tonight,” USA head coach John
Pelphrey said. “I think that they're the
best team in the league. Never in my
wildest imagination did I think we
could hold them under 60 points, and
I'm real proud of our kids."

After being down 46-30 with 16:24
left, the Blue Raiders battled back to pull
to within three with 26 seconds left. The
South Alabama defense didn’t allow the
Blue Raiders an open look, however, and
Mike Dean’s difficult three-point
attempt was off as time ran out.

“I thought we tried a play, and then
Bryan [Smithson]| got kind of hung up,”
MT head coach Kermit Davis said. “Dean
got a look, but it wasn’t a very good look.
They did a good job of switching and
pressing us in the last series.”

MT’s Steve Thomas connected on a

jumper with 2:57 left to even the score

at 56, but USA’s Daniel Northern hit a
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USA 59
MT 56
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layup to give the Jags the lead with 2:22
to go. Slcphcn Cowherd added a free
throw to finish the scoring with 1:38
remaining.

MT got off to a poor start as the Jags
jumped out to a 14-2 lead in the first
five minutes. The Blue Raiders closed
the gap to 24-20 with 5:17 to go in the
first half when Bryan Smithson hit two
technical free throws and then nailed a
three-pointer.

But then USA went on a 14-6 run to
finish the half.

“I think that’s as poorly as I've had a
team compete here in two and a half
years in the first 25 minutes,” Davis
said. “Take nothing away from South
Alabama. 1 thought they were more
physical and played with some tough-
ness, but that was embarrassing, the
way we started the game with no emo-
tion and no energy. | thought the last 15
minutes of the game we competed
hard.”

Dean led all scorers with 19 points,

See USA, 7

Late rally falls short against UNO

By David Hunter
Sentor Staff Writer

After Thursday’s loss to South
Alabama, another slow start prevented
the Blue Raiders from picking up a
much-needed win.

The Middle Tennessee men’s basket
ball team dropped its third game in a
row with a 66-60 loss to New Orleans
on Saturday night in front of a season
high crowd of 4,422. The defeat was the
second consecutive home loss for the
Blue Raiders at Murphy Center.

“We've got to find a way to win these
kinds of games,” MT head coach
Kermit Davis said. “We got off to again
a horrible start, and got ourselves in a
hole and spent all second half like we
did Thursday night getting the game
back even. But in both situations, we
can’t get the lead late in the game.

MT’s leading scorer, Mike Dean, who
scored 19 points in Thursday’s loss, was
unable to go because of an injury to his
toe and is out indefinitely.

Fats Cuyler tied the game at 56 with a
couple of free throws with 4:07 to go.
Then UNQ’s Jacob Manning connected
on two of his own.

L.T. Lockett cut the lead to 58-57
with a free throw with 3:36 to go, but
Manning added two more to push the
lead to 60-57 with 2:51 left
Bo McCalebb then proved why he is

the preseason Sun Belt Player of the

UNO 66
MT 60

Next Game: Jan. 29 |
at Louisiana-Lafayette

Year by scoring the final six points of
the game for the Privateers. Marcus
Morrison and Michael Cuffee each
added a free throw to close the scoring.

As on Thursday, the Blue Raiders
struggled mightily in the first half. The
Blue Raiders hung in with UNO for the
first 10 minutes, but with 12:31 to go in
the opening half, the Privateers started
to connect from long distance.

I'he remainder of the half was domi
nated by New Orleans, especially from
behind the arc. At one point the
Privateers connected on three consecu-
tive threes, two by Chad Barnes and one
by Bo McCalebb.

Thanks to those three-pointers, UNO
was able to extend the lead to 22-11 with
9:54 to go in the half. The Privateers
increased the lead all the way to 16
points with about seven minutes to go.

‘We just have to come out with ener
gy. You know we can’t play comeback
every night,” MT’s Steve Thomas said.

See UNO, 8

Givens, Holmes lead Lady Raiders to road wins

By Clarence Plank
Staff Writer

The Lady Raiders’ offense
took their SBC opponents to the
basket as Chrissy Givens and
Patrice Holmes lead Middle
Tennessee to back-to-back road
wins.

MT’s Patrice Holmes netted a
career-high six three-pointers
en route to a season-high 28
points as they barely beat New
Orleans 59-51 (0-15, 0-4) at
Lakefront Arena on Thursday.

. Holmes had 16 points and a
buzzer-beater in the first half to
give Middle Tennessee (11-5, 3-
( SBC) a 32-30 lead heading
into the half. She later added
two more three-pointers in the
second half.

' “I've been struggling lately
dffensively, but I just wanted to
go out and do whatever I could
for the team tonight,” Holmes
told MT Media Relations. “My
three-point shot was on and the
basket looked really big, so I
léept on shooting. Once | hit the

first two [three-pointers|, |
knew it would be a good night.”
“I don’t think we played very
well as a team, but I'm pleased
to get the win because it's tough
to get wins on the road,” Lady
Raider head coach Stephany
Smith said. “We have to be men-
tally and physically ready to play
every team in our league.”
Middle Tennessee led 18-9 at
the 11:43 in the first half, but
did not score another point
until 4:47, giving the Privateers
a chance to go on a 14-2 run
and keep it close in the first half.
Le'Della English also kept
UNO in the
points.

game with 22

In Saturday’s contest Chrissy
Givens posted a career-high 17
points. Givens scored 11 in the
first half and also added four
steals.

Thel .Id)’ Raiders’ defense was
also highly effective as it held
USA to 40 percent shooting for
the contest. MT improved to 8-
I when holding an opponent to
40 percent or less from the field.

South Alabama increased the
tempo in the second half, but the
Lady Raiders shot 63 percent
from the field to escape with the
win.

14 of her 16
points in the second half, while
Krystle Horton had 10 points and
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seven rebounds.

“We were tenacious on the
defensive end of the floor
tonight,” Smith said. “That’s
where everything else came
from.”

Overall, the Lady Raiders reg-
istered 14 steals in the contest
and held the Lady Jags to 40
percent shooting from the floor.

“Our defense took a lot of
communication, and it was a
big part of our win tonight,”
Givens said. “They were just
putting [the ball] right there, so
[ took it and went. We were
doing well on the defensive end
and able to get out on the fast
break.”

The Lady
home to

Raiders return
Louisiana-
Lafayette on Thursday. @

face

i 3
Photo by Rachelle Morvant | Chief Photographer
Patrice Holmes hit six three-pointers in a win over UNO.

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

1 Dean’s pain

means MT
must adapt

l Sports commentary ]

Cody Gibson |
‘ |

Statt Colummist

“Disappointed” is a word that
Kermit Davis used to describe
his team’s performance
Thursday night in a 59-56 loss
to South Alabama.

Little did he know, the Blue
Raiders would fare no better
Saturday in a 66-60 loss to New
Orleans. On a week where fans
showed up in droves, they had
Middle

Tennessee’s two disappointing

little to cheer for in

and embarrassing losses.

What once was a dream sea-
son has turned into a night-
mare.

The Blue Raiders sit at a
mediocre 2-3 in Sun Belt con
ference play. Their availability of
star player Mike Dean is up in
the air for the rest of the season.
The air of confidence surround-
ing MT and its 10-game home
winning streak are gone.

Instead, back-to-back home
losses are the order of the day.
Could it be that the Blue Raiders
have already peaked? Or does
Davis have some magic up his
sleeve for a late-season run?

Saturday’s game was consid-
ered a must-win game by most,
and this makes Thursday’s game
against New Mexico State all the
more important. MT is in for a
tough road trip to Las Cruces,
N.M., and then on Saturday to
Lafayette, La.

This is hardly the perform
ance most expected from a team
picked to win the conference.
Leadership is one of the ele
ments that is most missing from
the team. Tommy Gunn’s pres-
ence in the locker room is sore
ly missed, and with Dean out,
there is a large hole to fill.

Steve Thomas and Michael
Cuffee must improve if the Blue
Raiders are to have a chance.
These two are the remaining
seniors, and they are expected to
lead. They don’t have to be
exactly the rah-rah type, but
they just must exhibit strong
play and composure.

Thomas
impressive

was L‘\pmi.\“_\'
offensively  in
Saturday night’s loss. He fin-

ished with 16 points despite

being in foul trouble for most of

the second half.

There are still problems with
defense and rebounding, how-
ever, which Davis has been
adamant about all season.

But the big obstacle MT must
overcome is preparing for life
without Dean.

Dean hurts not

only MT’s scpring but also its

I'he loss of

depth. With only two true point
guards on the roster, it's evident
that MT will have problems at
the guard position. Fats Cuyler
will see a lot of action at shoot
ing guard as well as point.

Yet, when foul trouble rears
its ugly head, MT will be in
trouble as shown Saturday.
During the last three minutes of
the game, the Blue Raiders had
no one on the floor who had
ever played point guard in thei
basketball lives.

The plan is easy to conspire,
is difficult.

should

but the execution
The offense now run
through Thomas with Cuffee
working off him to get his
jumpers going

Fhomas should open up the
Cuyler and allow
Morrison and Smithson to pen
Also,

will

outside for

etrate  more  easily

F’homas’ mere presence
open up things for Kyle Young
and Alex Weekes

Detensively, MT must pick up
their effort and rebounding by
hustle

making plays.

See Problems, 8
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Florimond, Defour attain personal records

By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee indoor track squads won
three events as they hosted the Blue Raider

Invitational at Murphy Center on Saturday.

Competitors included Western Kentucky,
Wallace State Community College, Southern

Mississippi and Tennessee-Chattanooga.

Long jump and shot put kicked off the meet,
which began at 11 a.m. Despite MT event workers’
efforts to cool off the arena, the heat of the base-
ment practice gym became an extra challenge for

weight competitors.

Despite the sweltering conditions, MT’s Laetitia
Florimond placed first in the women’s shot put

place, while Lasean Bell, Florimond and Kelley
Enoch took fourth, fifth and sixth places, respec-
tively, in the event.

In the men’s weight competitions, WKU domi-
nated the field as Raigo Toompuu threw 56-7 to take
first place. MT’s James Thomas came in second with
a throw of 48-7. Toompuu then led teammates Craig
Morehead and Oliver Kilk as WKU took the top
three spots in the men’s weight throw.

“Western Kentucky is always solid,” MT head
coach Dean Hayes said. “They’ve got a lot of bod-
ies, so numbers really work for them.”

Upstairs on the track, the long jump competitors
did their best to shake the chills from the outside
and limber up. Tanika Liburd of Southern Miss
took first with her 19.3-meter jump, followed by

1/2, besting teammate Brown’s 23-5 1/4.

MT junior Julius Defour placed first in the high
jump with a personal best of 6-8.

Wallace State and Southern Miss dominated the
women’s sprints, thanks in part to a mild leg
injury MT’s Kishara George suffered in the 55-
meter dash preliminaries.

“Kishara ran a good preliminary but didn’t run
the finals. She hurt her leg a little bit, but she’s pret-
ty tough and we know she’ll get back,” Hayes said
about the senior sprinter/hurdler.

Just as spectators began to fear they might get
snowed in at Murphy Center, Wallace State

cheered on Randolph Bryant and Brandon  “Wallace [State] is always good, especially in the
Brown, who took the top two spots in the men’s 400 Hayes said. “They’re a junior college, and they
long jump. Bryant finished with a jump of 23-9  mainly have sprinters.”

WSU placed in the top three in two of the three
dashes, and MT’s VanTonio Fraley took second
place in the 55- and 200-dashes.

Thanks to its large team, WKU held eight of the
14 spots in the men’s 1,600-meter run and five of
the nine spots in the men’s 3,000. UTC demon-
strated its quality over quantity, however, and
grabbed the top two places in both races.

The distance runs marked the end of the 5.5
hour event that left MT with three first place wins
and 11 second-place finishers. Both squads are
scheduled to head up north to take part in the
Indiana Invitational this weekend at Indiana

with a career best of 45-1. MT’s Meagan Byrd

Stephanie Tamgho and UTC'’s Kasola Smith.

snagged their attention by overwhelming the

University. ®

threw 50-7 in the weight throw to take second

Wallace State’s enthusiastic crowd wildly

competition in the men’s sprints.

Denver stays undefeated in SBC

Compiled by Sunbeltsports.org
Arkansas State 73, North Texas 70

DENTON, Texas (AP) — Jerry Nichols
scored 21 points and Dewarick Spencer
scored 14 of his 20 points in the second half
as Arkansas State rallied past North Texas
73-70 Saturday night.

Arkansas State (11-7, 4-2 Sun Belt) trailed
40-31 at halftime, but took the lead for good
thanks to a 23-8 run early in the second half.

UNT (9-7, 2-3) had a chance to send the
game into overtime, but Calvin Watson
missed a 3-pointer in the final seconds.

Watson had 20 points and Leonard
Hopkins scored 17 for the Mean Green.

North Texas led 42-31 early in the second
half before ASU’s surge. Spencer capped the
run with a 3-pointer that gave the Indians a
54-50 lead with 11:02 remaining.

Arkansas State led 71-66 with 1:38 left,
but North Texas crept within one point on
Hopkins' 3-point play and an Issac Hines
free throw.

J.J. Montgomery hit two free throws to put
the Indians up 73-70 with 15 seconds left.

Western Kentucky 79, South
Alabama 76 (OT)

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP) — Boris

USA: Wins first road game

Continued from 6 3), who

game of the season.

Siakam’s layup with 1:45 to play in overtime,
plus a pair of free throws by Anthony
Winchester with 18.7 seconds left in the extra
period helped Western Kentucky to a 79-76
win over South Alabama Saturday night.

Freshman Courtney Lee scored 21 points
to lead four double-figure scorers for the
Hilltoppers (12-4, 2-2).

Richard Law’s basket for South Alabama
(5-12, 2-4) cut the lead to 77-76 with 34 sec-
onds remaining.

Winchester then hit the two free throws,
giving Western Kentucky a three-point lead.
The Jaguars had one final opportunity, but
Mario Jointer’s 3-point attempt was off.

Winchester finished with 16 points, and
Danny Rumph and Antonio Haynes added
13 points each.

Jointer scored a game-high 28 points for
South Alabama, including 23 in the first
half. Law came off the bench to add 15,
while Jacque Pate scored 11.

Western Kentucky, which led by as many
as 14 points in the first half, needed
Winchester’s putback basket with 59 sec-
onds left in regulation to force overtime.

Louisiana-Lafayette 67, Florida
International 50

LAFAYETTE, La. (AP) — Tiras Wade scored
21 points to lead Louisiana-Lafayette to a 67-

won their first road

50 win over Florida International on Saturday.

The Ragin’ Cajuns led 39-16 at halftime
and burst ahead thanks to poor shooting by
Florida International, which hit only 6-of-
21 in the first half.

In the second, Louisiana-Lafayette (10-7,
4-1) kept pace with the Golden Panthers,
who hit 11-0f-23 shots for the half.

Ismael N'Diaye scored 14 points to lead
Florida International (7-11, 0-5). Ivan
Almonte added 11 points and pulled in
eight rebounds.

For UL Lafayette, Dwayne Mitchell and
Orien Greene each scored 11 points and
Brian Hamilton added 10 and got eight

rebounds.

M
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Men'’s Basketball
Conference
Standings

Wins Losses
Denver 68, UALR 58 East Division
DENVER, Colo. — Sophomore forward Arkansas-Little Rock 4 -
Antonio Porch tallied 23 points and pulled Western Kentucky 2 !
: . e Arkansas State 4 2
down 10 rebounds to lead Denver to a 68-58 .
W Little Rock Middle Tennessee 2 3
win l)\-LI :.r ansas Littie tl\’ - Florida lntema[ional 0 5
Yemi Nicholson added 20 and Rodney West Divisi
Billups had 10 points and seven assists. est Livision
Brandon Freeman led UALR with 18 points. Denver 5 0
The Pioneers outshot the Trojans, 40.7 Louisiana-Lafayette 4 1
C 2 & of New Orleans 3 2
(22-0f-54) to 36.5 (23-of-63).
: : North Texas 2 3
The perfect 5-0 record in SBC play marks
he b DBy o ; South Alabama 2 4
the best start in school history. The win New México Stite 0 4

improves the Pioneers to 10-6 overall.
Arkansas Little Rock drops to 12-6,4-2. @

of winning the Super Bowl, not just the NFC”

Eagles capture elusive NFC championship

BZ Paul Newberry
A

the final minutes into a delirious coronation

while Thomas and Kyle Young
added 10 points each. Michael
Cuffee only had six points, how-
ever, and starters Marcus
Morrison and Fats Cuyler were
held scoreless.

“The only thing we can do is
bounce back and put this
behind us,” Dean said.

Cowherd, Northern and
Mario Jointer each scored 13

“I am very proud of the way
our kids battled on both ends of
the floor,” Pelphrey said.

“I know one thing: I won't
sleep tonight,” Davis said. “But
know I can lay my head on the
pillow knowing I did everything
in my power, as a staff, to pre-
pare our team, because I knew
what kind of shot we would get
from South Alabama.” &

sound?

Sports Writer
PHILADELPHIA - Yo, Philly, how’s this

Your Eagles are going to the Super Bowl.

Donovan McNabb & Co. overcame the
burden of three straight losses in the NFC
championship game and warmed a frozen
city’s heart, stuffing Michael Vick and the
Atlanta Falcons 27-10 on Sunday.

McNabb isn’t satisfied yet.

“There’s no relief for me,” he said. “We'll

points to lead the Jags (5-11, 2-

have relief after the Super Bowl. We set a goal

Twenty-four years ago, the Eagles made
it to their first — and, until Sunday, only —
Super Bowl. They fell flat in the title game,
losing to the Raiders 27-10.

That score went the Eagles’ way this time.
They will meet defending champion New
England for the NFL championship.

“We want to go to Jacksonville and get
some closure and finish this up,” receiver
Freddie Mitchell said.

McNabb threw a pair of touchdown
passes to Chad Lewis, including the clinch-
ing score with 3:21 remaining. That turned

as fans chanted, “Super Bowl! Super Bowl!”
during the two-minute warning.

Vick was sacked four times by the Philly
defense.

“I didn’t get outside the pocket,” Vick
said. “I think that was their first priority.”

Philadelphia led only 14-10 at halftime
but as the sun gave way to a nearly full
moon over Lincoln Financial Field, the
Eagles dominated the final two quarters.
Akers connected from 31 and 34 yards, then
McNabb and Lewis teamed up to finish off
the Falcons with their 2-yard touchdown.®

Employment

The Tennessee Louis Stokes Alliance for
Minority Participation is seeking student
tutors for the following ETIS courses:
Statics, Instruments and Controls,
Technical Drawing, Industrial Electricity.
Please contact Barbara Knox at 898-5311
for more information, Jones Hall Room
333.

Need Money? Student advisors are need-
ed for 120 unit off-campus MTSU apart-
ment community. On-site training, cash
referrals and generous hourly salaries are
included. Call toll free, 1-866-594-5470
to make an appointment with Kimberly
Sanders.

You determine your own hours, your own
pace and your own compensation. Great
way to work around your current sched-
ule, earn money and try a new financial
services career. For more info, call Valerie
at 904-1871 or 943-8274.

Outdoor-based residential treatment
facility for adolescents currently hiring
psychology, sociology, criminal justice,
social work, recreation and other
social /behavioral  science  majors.
Bachelor’s degree required. Facility locat-
ed in middle Tennessee. Contact Lucas at
dremployment@threesprings.com or fax
resume to 931-729-9525. www.three-
springs.com/duckriver

Opportunities

Fashion Models! We are looking for mod-
els! Models are needed for a fasﬁion Show
in Feb. 2005. Auditions are Wed., Dec. 8,
2004, KUC Room 315 at 6 - 8 pm.
Come out!!

VINYL SOUP is looking for very serious
Drummer and Keyboardist to Tour. Must
be able to rehearse once a week. We are
based in Franklin. www.vinylsoup.com.
Call 615-397-9634 or 931-682-3878.

Models Needed! 3-4 female models need-
ed for exciting new web rmjcct. No expe-
rience necessary. Applicants must be

between 18-23, and should be between
100-130 Ibs, be in good physical shape
and have an outgoing personality. No
nudity involved, and there’s no cost to
the model at all. Project has long-term
potential, with average model earning

$750 per week for more. For more infor-
mation, send an e-mail to
models37@southernangelz.com indicat-
ing interest. Serious inquiries only, please.

Attention: Singers Songwriters,
Actors/Actresses, Voice over, film mak-
ing, etc. A promotional agent is looking
for clients. E-mail at
harmonyman777@yahoo.com. Thank
you and looking forward to hearing from
you!

Whenmagazinenews@yahoo.com Ask for
Doug.

Guitar and keys wanted to join estab-
lished rhythm section. Call for details
703-725-3273. Ask for Ryan.

Movie Extras and
Models Needed!

Movie Production Co. Needs
Candidates to Work For Various
Productions. Musicians and Dancers
Also Needed! No Speaking/Experience
Required! Have Fun While Being a
Movie Extra! Local /State /Nationwide
Work! Variety of Looks Needed! Earn
Up To $300 A Day! Call 1-877-
CAST-DIRECT

Are you an Undergraduate student inter-
ested in pursing a PhD? If so, we would
like to talk to you. Undergraduate
research is beneficial for prospective PhD
candidates. To find out more information
visit www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair for qualify-
ing criteria.

Services

Guitar Lessons. Chords, scales, tab, nota-
tion, theory. 931-215-8637.

STEEL BUILDINGS
All MUST GO! HUGE SAVINGS ON
HURRICANE CANCELLATIONS, No
Reasonable offer Refused Financing
Available-CALL TODAY!
1-800-405-7501.

ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main St. Suite 121
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard Accepted.

Travel

Spring Break Bahamas Celebrity Party

Classifieds

Cruise! 5 days $299! Includes Meals,
Parties! Cancun, Acapulco, Nassau,
Jamaica From $459! Panama City &
Daytona $159!
www.springbreaktravel.com
1-800-678-6386

Sales

STEEL BUILDINGS
Be prepared for Almanac’s Harsh Winter
Forecast! Garages and Equipment
Storage 20x30, 20x26, and 30x52. Fast
and Easy Assembly!
CALL for Details 800-405-7501

12” JL Audio Sub with box and Series 11
Z2X-820 watt amp. $100 obo. Call
Jonathan 904-5654

Bass equipment. Peavey cabinet with 2-10”
subs. Crate cabinet with 2-15™ JLB Subs
AmPeg BSR bass amp head. $700 obo. Call
Jonathan 904-5654.

Two Cheap Computer desks. One desk type
with cabinets overhead. One is a stand ty
with | drawer, no cabinets. $30 for both.
Email: deb_mtsu@yahoo.com. Call 615-
563-4488 after 5:30.

New Toshiba Laptop computer w/ Intel
Celeron Processor, DVd/CD-RW, 256-MB
Ram, 40 GB Hard Drive with Windows XP,
56K Modem. Call 615-491-4656.

Beautful brand new, NEVER worn wedding
dress for sale. Has a wonderful flower design
tank Aline style,, about 3-4 ft. train. Size 2
A MUST SEE!! Paid $750, will take $500.
If interested please call 615-308-9623 or
email at at3g@mrsu.edu.

For Sale. 8 ft. pool table descent condition
and accessories. One set of normal balls, one
set of clear balls. Eight sticks including a
short stick. Love the table but moving. $350
or best offer. Call and leave a message. Joe @
904-2035

Want to Sell Something?

Want to Buy Something?

(Will Pick-up & Deliver)
Call

Rodney: 615-848-4375
(no large items cars - etc)

CB Maxx SP series 5 piece drum set, 14 inch
Wuhan hi-hat, one ride, crash, throne. Barely
used, great beginner set. $350 or best offer.

Love the set but not enough room. Call and
leave a message Joe @ 904-2035

Miscellaneous

WORLD’S BEST COLLEGE POKER
PLAYER? Register FREE at wwwi.college-
pokerchampionship.com Use Rep Code
DMK777. Were giving away $100,000 10
Cancun vacations.

Roommates

Need a house for the coming semester?
Wanna be a neighbor of the President® Live
at 1212 East Main Street! Near Davis
Market and the President’s House! Covered
garage included with room. Must be able to
live with 5 other guys in a 6 bedroom, 3,000
sq. ft. house. 2 baths, basement, covered
garage, kitchen, dining room, living room,
and reading room. Rent is 280/month plus
utlities. Contact Thomas Hilton @ 615-
294-1053. Move in asap. House is non-
smoking inside.

Subleaser

Sub-leaser needed to share 4 bd apt. at
University Courtyard with two guys.
Move in TODAY! Lease thru June 2005
for $365/month. Fully furnished,
includes utlities, cable (HBO), fitness
room, pool, spa, computer lab, high
speed internet in each room. No secunty
d&eposit required! Call Adam @ 615-319-
7054 or email Talonguyl7@aol.

CONDO NEAR MTSU FOR LEASE 4
bedroom, 3.5 bath condo for lease. 3,000
sq. ft. Washer and dryer in unit. $1,200 a
month + small deposit. Avail. immed. call
Valerie for details. 943-82-74 or 893-

0809.

University Courtyard Sub-lease

One bedroom-one private bath in four bed
unit-Coed-Jan through Aug-Available
Now-Furnished- Utilities included-
$375/month or best offer-Kevin at 615-
429-7929.

For Rent

Very Nice 3BD, 2BA House for rent.
Perfect for 2 or 3 le. 10 minutes
from MTSU campus. Convenient loca-
tion. $975/month. Call 473-7127

Apartment for rent at the Woods. Free
utilities, cable and high speed internet.

Free month of December.
Call 615-633-8691.

New 3 BR, 2BA House, CH/A, stove
refrig, D/W, washer/dryer, screened
back porch, Imile from campus.
$975/mo. $500 dc7posit, 1 yr. lease, no
pets. 895-0075, 417-4009.

$389/mo.

Gor friends? Looking for an apartment?
4 BR/2 BA, remodeled apartment; very
close to campus; $295 per month / per
bedroom. 615-758-9298.

Room for rent, ty of storage, dishwash-
er, washcr/dryctm utilities included pl
cable. Very cose to MTSU. $100 i
$300 monthly. Contact 615-904-2035,
leave message.

Walk to MTSU from this beautiful house
on Greenland Drive. This house is ready
for your new and exciting 2005 Academic
Year. Available 2/1/05. Fantastic
Location, Quiet environment, cious
rooms for 4 students as a group.$300 x 4
+ 1/4 utilities. $350/person security
deposit + lease. Circle dnve, patio, 2-car
carport, hardwood floors, new carpets,
new roof, refrigerator, Built-in oven,
washer n’ dryer, dishwasher, central H/A,
fireplace, gas logs. Call 898-2005.

Furnished room near square &close to
MTSU, laundry on site, all udlities and
cable included. $360/month. 207-3905

Pets

Beautiful white kitten with bright blue eyes
needs a loving home. He is neutered and
will give paperwork. Please call 516-457-

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible only for the first
s s of sy chssilied acivertine.
ment. No refunds will be made for partial
cancellations. Sidefines reserves the right to
refuse any advertisement it deems objection-
able for any reason. Classifieds will only be
accepted on a id basis. Ads may be
mmm' ines office in Mass Comm,

269, or faxed to (615) 904-8193.
:znm information ed QII(S‘ICS)MSI&.

are not accepted over the phone. Ads
are free for students and faculty.
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Slow starts result in two
consecutive home losses

Photo by Jay Richardson | Photo Editor

MT’s Bryan Smithson had | | points and seven assists in the team’s two home losses.

By Jonathan Hutton
Staff Writer

Two consecutive home losses
tor ,\‘l\i«ilL'

contributed to

Tennessee can be
back-to-back
slow starts from both the offen-
sive and defensive sides of the
ball

In Thursday’s game against
South Alabama, the Blue
Raiders trailed 9-0 after 90 sec-
onds, and MT found themselves
down 22-11 with 9:54 remain-
ing on Saturday against New
Orleans.

MT went in at the half down
by 16 Thursday night and
trailed by 14 against UNO.

“That’s all we talked about
was coming out strong the first
five to seven minutes, and I can’t
figure it out,” MT head coach
Kermit Davis said after

Saturday’s loss. “We've been a
pretty good starting team, but in
the last two games at home it
just didn’t unfold right

Missed opportunities early
Blue

made

have contributed to the
Raiders’ slow starts. M1
only 28 percent of its three
pointers in the first half
Saturday, while the Pioneers
shot 54 percent from behind the
arch.

“We didn’t come out with
very much energy,” junior for-
ward said
after Saturday’s loss. “They hit a
lot of three-pointers, and we
dug ourselves a hole. Give [New
Orleans] all the credit in the
world, but we dug ourselves a
hole. We tried to fight back, but
we fell short at the end.”

Senior forward Steve Thomas
also admitted the team lacked

Marcus Morrison

intensity before and during the
home losses.

“We just have to come out
with energy. We can’t play come
back every night,” Thomas said.
“We just have to be better as a
team. We have to find ways to
win games.”

To MT’s credit, the team
never gave up despite some calls
that may have killed whatever
momentum the Blue Raiders
built.

But regardless of officiating,
Davis said his team’s outlook
has changed.

“College basketball is funny,”
Davis said. “A week ago we felt
great about our team, and a
week later we've lost two at
home and our best player [Mike
Dean] is out with an injury. It

can change just with the drop of

ahat” &

UNO: Wins third SBC game

Continued from 6

Barnes nailed four three-
pointers during the opening
half, while the team shot 54 per-
cent from downtown. UNO did
not hit any in the second half.

With the win, UNO picked up
their first victory on an oppo-
nents home court in almost a
year.

“Any time you go on the road
a get a win in any conference, it’s
a great win,” UNO head coach
Monte Towe said.

Bo McCalebb scored a game-
high 29 points, the most against
an SBC team this season, while
Barnes added 12 points in the
win.

For the Blue Raiders, Cuyler

e

connected on five threes to fin-
ish with a team-high 17 points
in the defeat.

Cuyler, who did not score in
the previous game against South
Alabama, fouled out with 3:50 to
g0, leaving Marcus Morrison to
run the MT offense.

Steve Thomas scored 16 even
though he missed the second
half with foul trouble.

Cuffee, who played the entire
game, finished with nine points
and a team-high 10 rebounds.

MT drops to 12-7, 2-3 on the
season, while UNO improves to
8-10, 3-2.

The next game for the Blue
Raiders will be on Thursday
night at New Mexico State.
Tipoff is set for 8:05 p.m. ¢

Photo by Jay Richardson | Photo Editor

Kermit Davis scolds L.T. Lockett in MT’s loss to UNO.
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Save

MIDTENZ2005
at half.com
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Y>TEXTBOOKS
AT HALF.COM

AND SAVE UP TO 40% OFF* THE LIST PRICE.

How great is this? Find great savings on new or used
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enter the titles or ISBN numbers. That's it!
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Problems:
History or
humiliation?

Simplifying the defensive
schemes and focusing more
on making plays could be a
solution as well.

Of course, this will all be
especially tough due to the
lack of depth.

Losing Thomas or Cuffee
would mean the end of the
season. Right now, however,
a turnaround is very possi-
ble, and certainly Davis is up
to the task.

It's up for MT to decide:
Do they want to continue to
drag through the rest of the
season en route to a disap-
pointing early exit from the
Sun Belt Tournament? Or
will this team continue fight-
ing toward a berth in the
NCAA tournament?

In six short weeks, we will
know the answer, and this
team will either make history
or suffer humiliation. ¢

Cody Gibson is a sopho-
more mass communications
major. He can be reached at
cwg2g@mtsu.edu.

brighter future

It's simple. Replace 5
lights with ones that
have earned the
ENERGY STAR® to
reduce your home
energy use.

To learn more, go to
energystar.gov.
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