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Chinese acrobat
troupe to perform
at Tucker Theatre

By Dana Owens

Staff \,1,,,,9}

The Chinese Golden Dragons will make their
return to MTSU’s Tucker Theatre to entertain stu-
dents with mind-boggling acrobatics.

The internationally recognized acrobats were
brought to campus two years ago with great suc-
cess, according to Greg Feiling, coordinator of
Student Programming

It was an amazing show, we has a lot of good feed-
back from everybody,” Feiling said.

I'he first show's great response caused student
programming to bring the acrobats back when
they ;‘.\\\t"\i Ihf\\ugh Nashville. The Golden
Dragon Acrobats have been the only show of this
sort in the recent past of MTSU, Feiling said.

The Golden Dragons utilize acrobatics, dance,
elaborate costumes and theatrical techniques in their
performance. Feiling said students could expect out-
of-the-ordinary balancing, agility, flexibility and con-
tortionist acts.

Feiling said his favorite act of the last show was
when the acrobats stacked chairs nearly to the ceiling
of Tucker Theater resting on only four wine bottles.
One of the acrobats then balanced on the whole
structure with one arm.

Opryland also has a Chinese acrobatics program,
but the Golden Dragons are a nationally touring
group.

The acrobats that perform in Nashville are very
traditional where as the Golden Dragons make use of
modern music and movements, according to Art
Fegan, the Nashville-based agent of the troupe.

“We try to incorporate the modern with the tradi-
tional,” said Fegan, who is also president of Art Fegan
Entertainment, Inc.

The Golden Dragons are more westernized with in
their use of music which includes pop, French opera
and new age music, compared to traditional string
music of other troupes.

“The Chinese circus is the oldest folk art form on
the planet,” Fegan said.“This is really the root of all

circus craft”

He said the kind of acrobatics seen in Cirque du
Soleil, which, will preform in Nashville May 9 and
10, originated with Chinese acrobats.

The art of acrobatics began over 27 centuries ago
when Chinese peasantry began using everyday
objects such as bowls and umbrellas to demonstrate

strength and agility. Though the acrobats were origi

N
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nally looked down upon by in the feudal system of
China, it has since gained a great deal of popularity.
When China turned to communism in 1949, the
People’s Republic encouraged all forms of tradition-
al Chinese culture, including acrobatics. Currently,
they are well respected and comparable to prima bal-
lerinas or opera singers in Western culture, Fegan

Photo © Chinese Golden Dragon Troupe | All rights reserved

The Chinese Golden Dragon Troupe shown performing their incredible acrobatics. The troupe will be at Tucker Theatre Tuesday at 7 p.m.

said.
“They are considered a fine artist just about every-
where in the world except for the U.S.,” he said.
Fegan called the acrobats “Olympic-caliber” ath-°
letes and compared the selection process of the ath-

See Acrobats, 2

Disaster drill becomes reality

Homeland Security drill turns
serious after severe weather

By Michelle McCrary

Staff Write

The words "this i1s an exercise” were uttered into
mobile phones as volunteers portrayed concerned citi-
zens and victims of disasters plaguing state officials in
four Middle Tennessee counties April 7 and 8.

The drills in
Williamson Counties simulated disasters, such as a col-

Davidson, Sumner, Wilson and
lapse of the Tennessee Tower, a train derailment, a chem-
ical explosion resulting in the release of hazardous mate
rials and the release of a biological weapon at the
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, causing outbreaks of
whooping cough, tularemia and pneumonic plague

The greater Nashville Homeland Security emergency

tl

preparedness drill, the largest in the nation on a local

level since Hurricane Katrina, was a test of state emer
gency officials and their effectiveness in responding to
disasters like these in the event that they ever took place

But, by mid-day, tornado warnings across the mid
state prompted the simulation to be put on hold, forcing
volunteers and state officials to seek shelter as the
impending severe weather

"It's sort of like mixing reality with simulation,” said
electronic media communications professor Bob
Pondillo about when the tornados and severe weather
began mixing into the simulated disasters.

The words "this is not a drill"” were heard uttered in
the exercise room of the control center where volun-
teers were crowded in the doorway looking at storms
on the radar as they spread over Davidson and
Sumner counties.

The weather led to the cancellation of the day's

simulated events, and by that time, tornados were on
the ground in Sumner County, leaving behind mass
destruction, nine confirmed deaths and hundreds
more homeless.

Pondillo was one of several MTSU faculty members
participating in the exercise by calling county and state
officials and then relaying information to on-site news
teams made up of students.

"I wish we could do this every year," Pondillo said of
the drill. "For [students| to be under the pressure like this
is incredible. It really is like organized chaos."

Students from MTSU and Belmont University were
able to gain real experience in their field of study by act-
ing as simulated media providing breaking news cover-
age via satellite as the disaster drills began to unfold.

Dara Roach, a junior broadcast journalism student
portrayed a broadcast journalism production assistant
for the day.

Tve never been through an experience like this,"
Roach said. "I was running around like crazy making
sure facts were correct for the simulated broadcasts.”

As phone calls to sources all over the state were placed,
simulated field reports began to show not only the
scheduled drills but also the oncoming storm.

"It was chaotic and realistic up to a pont,” said
journalism professor Kent Flanagan of the simula-
tion. "People didn't know the information or what
was going on."

In addition to the reports, the broadcast news
accounts showed how hundreds of state officials were
attempting to keep control of the situation.

"Simulations like this require that everyone gets
involved,” Flanagan said. "It requires calling lots of
sources to flush out the correct information to provide to
the public, but at the same time the media has to be care-
ful not to over report their numbers.”
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Return of the Acrobats

- N

Fip

Continued from 1

letes to that of selecting gym-
nasts. At an early age, they are
sent to a boarding school for
years rigorous training.

The 24 on-stage acrobats
that perform with this partic-
ular show are from the
Cangzhou, Hebei province in
China.

Danny Chang, director and
producer of the troupe, was
trained at his family’s school
in Taipei. By the age of 10, he
was performing with the
Golden Dragons, the school’s
touring group. Chang has
since received two
Distinguished  Skill in
Performance Awards from
the Republic of China's
Ministry of Education.

Check out this weeks Podcast with Al - § | P Vi Sk by
. : - Angela Chang, who is has
Gore, John Seigenthaler, Carl Bernstein, | . , ' e e hocogragher and
this weeks tOp stories, and all your ‘ : costume designer for the
favorite Blue Raider Sports. ' PRNRE RO OO SO .

; This is the troupes’ 28th
continuous year of touring in
the United States, and they
have preformed in more than
65 countries. They will be
coming to MTSU after sever-
al performances in Kansas
and then will make their way
through the South.

The show will be Tuesday

Soon to be Murfreesboro’s premier restaurant. at 7 p.m. in Tucker Theater.
We specialize in premium, heavily aged steaks and Tickets cost $3 in advance
chops, with guest-obsessed service and and $5 at the door, but Feiling
uncompromising standards. recommends students pur-

R

chase ahead of time due to

located at the comer of the shows’ popularity.

N.Thompson Lanc &Medlcal Center pakal)' Photos © Chinese Golden Dragon Troupe | All rights reserved

call 615.849.9339 A performance by the Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats, who are in their 28th year of touring. The

wtroupe has performed in more than65 countries worldwide
v Rz

THE NMIX:

6:00 - 3:00 P. M.

nber or to RSVP. contact Jessica Abrams
dgrammy.com or call EL5.327.8030. ext.
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Sudanese rep speaks to students

By Jenn Howert
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Start your professional Nursing Career at Saint Thomas Health Services, the area’s

largest faith-based healthcare system. At our facilities you'll find a customized orientation
and established preceptor program, giving you guided steps to reach your highest potential.

—Ezekiel Gatkuoth

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement representative

fields are located in South Sudan, but the revenue tends
to stay in the North. Although the Sudanese National
Petroleum Commission does require that 50 percent of
the profits go to each half, the South does not trust that
is actually happening, Gatkuoth said.

However, the main focus for the southern half of
Sudan is secession. In 2008, the National Census Bureau
of Sudan will complete its census of both regions, and
the ditizens of South Sudan will hold a referendum in
2011 to decide if they will remain a part of the whole
nation or form their own country, Gatkuoth said.

Although there is a possibility that the civil war will
escalate if South Sudan secedes, Gatkuoth hopes that the
North will see the ramifications for retaliatory action.

“Then the world will see who is at fault,” he said.

Although South Sudan is still considered a part of the
main country, it has its own functioning local govern-
ment based in Juba. The president, Salva Kiir, also serves
as the vice president in the national government located
in Khartoum, so he spends much time traveling between
the two cities.

In response to the multi-religious nature of the region,
Southern Sudan is cool.

“Some of us in the South are not Christians,”
Gatkuoth said. “For their rights to be protected, there
must be a secular constitution.”

He then turned to the struggles of the South
Sudanese, who are primarily black Africans, following
Chnistianity, traditional African beliefs or Islam.

['here is a lack of infrastructure, such as an education

ystem or roads, in the southern half of Sudan.

I'he ruthless fighting that has ravaged the state has

ced many officials to place education on the back

Because only two percent of the children in the South
actually attend school, illiteracy runs rampant. Gatkuoth
estimates that over two decades have been lost to this lack
of education

This ignorance has affected the area, especially in
technical knowledge. Therefore, the construction of
roads by Sudanese is a near impossibility. Gatkuoth
joked that there have been no roads in South Sudan

Contact our Nurse Recruiter to ask about:

* NCLEX review course reimbursement

"ne of us in the South are

not Christians. For their rights
to be protected, there must
be a secular constltutlo' '

Photo by Adam Capps | Staff Photographer
Gatkuoth shown during his speech to students

“since creation.”

Also, the South wants to bring the refugees that have
been displaced by the war back into Sudan, but they are
scattered across the world. Some merely moved over to
surrounding African countries, such as Uganda, Kenya,
Nigeria and Ethiopia. Others have gone as far as Western
Europe and the United States. The education that these
people have received out of the country will be invalu-
able to South Sudan.

Gatkuoth then called the Sudanese students that
attend MTSU to come back to South Sudan to help
their people. He said that many students who study
abroad actually are planning on returning to their
homeland, if money permits. Getting a college edu-
cation is very difficult.

“There are no high schools in the bush, soyouhaveto
get a GED;” John Garang Awan said.

Altlmughtlusnstheequalentofahlghsd)ooldlpb—
ma, it does not qualify them for many scholarships. They
ha\etoworkmulnpleyobsandtakeomloansmor(h'm
pay for college.

Karen Case, theSSSOadwsor,saldshewasunprmd
with the twenty or so Sudanese students at MTSU. .-

E aeethemchoosedwirweerpad\sandooursesfalﬂ
can't help but see something in their eyes,” Case said.
“They have a burning desire to help their country” .+
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Senate candidate explains goals

ernment.

“I've been using conservative principles
to create positive results in this state all of
my adult life;” Corker said.

Corker is one of three primary candi
dates running on the republican ticket
along with Ed Bryant and Van Hillary.

Both opponents have criticized Corker
by labeling him as a moderate conserva-
tive who is soft on abortion and more

akin to Democratic front runner Harold
Ford, Jr.

In his speech, Corker said he will work
to stimulate economic growth by creating
“paying jobs and raise the standard of liv-
ing for all.”

We make sure for instance
that this is the place for innovation; we
make youth are
ibsolutely prepared for the future; we

need to)
Photo by Adam Cast«

Bob Corker explains his political goals if elected to the U.S. senate seat in the

'\‘.‘,H‘.
coming election

sure that our

By Wesley Murchison Sttt oo make sure to focus heavily on alternative

Staff Wiiter R Washingt S Is and energy so that we are not so

o catd 16 i nded on oil in the Middle East”
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Corker spoke Thursday about his po talked about his experience and
and pﬂll“\.li position his bid for the ( SS 1S commissioner finance
US. Senate seat being relinquished ! plemented his fiscal policies of

Republican Sen. Majority Leader
Frist.
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—~Bob Corker
Senate Candidate for Tennessee

we took our rolls from 96,000 down to
57,000 almost over night,” Corker said.
“We did it by giving people the opportu-
nity to be trained and actually be depend-
ent upon them instead of state of
Tennessee.”

Corker did not address the issue of the
Iraq war directly, but rather about this
second principle of safety and security he
focused it on combating local crime.

“What that [safety and security] meant
to me as mayor was just fighting common
criminals,” he said. “We were able to do
that by focusing on repeat offenders we
lowered violent crime by 51% in four
years,

“But what that means on the national
level though is making sure we have the
world’s best military,” Corker said. “But it
also means making sure we have stream-
line Homeland Security that actually
works.”

Corker also included in his principle of

security the issue of immigration that is
currently under a national debate.

“The debate right now is to create the
same solution that actually secures our
borders but at the same time causes there
to be needs here in our country for peo-
ple to work here legally,” he said.

Most of his speech was centered

terary and minimum of one

samples of

| I { 1W!h:\ AIUE
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provides students

I am running for the United States Senate
because | want to take an optimistic and conservative
vision to Washington.

around his last principle of small govern-
ment were he spoke about how the
decentralizing of the government has
gone to the the
Republican Party.

With Aug. 3 as the deadline for the pri-
mary elections, Corker has five months to
campaign. He said during the speech that
he has spent his time travel to 69 of the 95
counties in Tennessee and plans to visit 6
more before the general election cam-
paign begins.

The visit to MTSU was the first of four
stops on his campaign trail to universities.
Next he will be visiting Vanderbilt,
Carson Newman and University of
Tennessee, Knoxville.

At the end of the speech, Corker took
questions from students and faculty. The
visit was planned and organized by
Raider Republicans and MTSU
Economics Club.

Jessica Reeves, a member of Raider
Republicans and junior public relations
major, said that she liked his speech but
would wait to here the other republican
candidates before making her decision.

If Corker wins the primary he might be
racing against Harold Ford Jr. who is
expected to carry the democratic ticket.

“way wayside” in

Applications for Collage
staff due Friday

students from any area of study
to apply.”

Staff members are rewarded
with benefits including the
experiential knowledge of mag-
azine production and copies of
the magazine to add to their
l‘(lllf()llws. '\d\“HtHMlh. Collage
working hours may be used as
an on-campus practicum for
some majors.

ts

A national technology company is putting
together a troupe of street performers to ]
attend local special events.

We seek energetic, athletic, outgoing
personalities. Gymnasts, cheerleaders and
theatre periormers especially welcome
to audition.

Great part-time job with above average pay,
free technology equipment
and no selling involved.

Send resume indicating any special talents
and photo to info@bradfordgrp.com or

fax fo (615) 312-7221.

and literature editorial review with a wonderful opportunity Interested students may pick

staff to experience magazine produc-  up an application at Room 224
Appli e full-time tion in a non-classroom set- of the Honors building, or they

students and mainta 0 ting,” said Editor-in-Chief Jessi may e-mail Torres at

GPA or better, but they do not  Torres. “It has given me valuable  collage@mtsu.edu. Applications

have to be honors student tools that I know I will use long are due by Friday, April 14,

Other requirements include a  after graduation. I encourage 2006.
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Murfreesboros freshest new seafood restaurant

is looking for fun-loving,
high energy staffers for ALL full-time positions.
Great benefits, flexible schedule, and meal

privileges included.
{Asubsidiary of Outback Steakhouse, Inc)

Please call us for hiring information:

615-217-1883
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He's already planning out difterent trips for-his
students. “I'm also working right now to develop a
global studies trip for students i1 loronto,” he said.

He wants to take MTSU students there because
over the last few years, Toronto has been labeled the

E that global  most culturally diverse city the world, “Then
e Chinatown is as big as Nashville!” he said, adding
that about 49% of the reside foronto don't
consider themselves culturallv ¢ fan, but doscly
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['he world is a cultural n that's all there is
o 1, Heffington explained. “1hare’s stulf every
if vou take the time to joak at i
learly, he appreciates how diverse the world s
d as far as his students are concerned, Heltingtor
thev have started to really and understand
vorld
neent 1 ['hey look at things more glabally. more intern
| | tionally,” he said. “They're more - onnected. They
5 4 start to think, ‘You know really am a globa!
I he ithizen

Lalo Davila—MTSU's <alsa sensation

By Jessy Yancey

AMthough salent

y s tlas ot
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with drumheads on plague

awards for his craft, and a section

door is full of autographed photos of
musicumns, Its a busy room Bt tor a bosy
man

Davila 15 the dugotor I peranrsion
studies and 15 nearing the end of his 19th

at MTSEL Oygemallv from Corpus

yearn
Chnist, Texas, he lo misste of all gent
whether 1t be salsa, dlassical or gospel
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it they ] e
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In addition to s compositions, Davika
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led Conmtemporany
Solos. ThHs s

Siehe wall I

siont, a texthook
Rudimental Stidhies

Plav at st

wnd
ond hool
released in Tone

It's a book

sight reader of thythms, he e plains. siy

ot becommg a bette

pmg coftee hrom 2 l-'rl! fovim iy
Being able
quicker and being able to perform with
out hesitation

Davila first learned 1o playv dromes In
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ear, with no outside

\ Hh{

i!.i\ per
» United States,

iba and Japan, The

he pecall \ciua! tramnyg t (perience of all
hoo! [hegan th performed with the
s recewved s st divmn s ) band Take 6.

[owing vear. althongh i didin wen to Japan before,” he

mnch practice Iwesome  pertorming

It was Lind of by, soat duh eriencing Japan
very long. he s tour. Davila was

Pravity didnt bred 1 ly
anbillis sophomote vesr afthc U
of th 1 hach b 1 - .
e el The one [musi-
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i i ol e most are the
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Chrwsty Symphon rasvil f Stardom get
i o them and
\.t.lq.lnl ':i‘ . " ,‘ | € fh@m -
| ) ! Hg o foofl :
plawved with alt ! Nashuil
(e of |" ih TR .
on 15 ] I | | | 1d
Ballet o Hitthe TR Jer il ai
| b 1ov ) hallor swoith a sal | | |
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School of
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Davila hasnt
been out of
the country
SINCE he
went to Paris
about a year ago
he, and in May,
some ol his stu
dents will be per
torming m
Monterrey
Mexico,

]).l\ll.l 5 ol
Mexican descent,

and his unusual

name, Lalo, is actually 1 mckname lon
Gerardo. Although he plavs many diffor
ent genres of music. he says that almost all

of the drummers he idolizes “will end up

being Hispanic,” such as Tito Puente, the
Puerta Rican “King of Mambo.” His hst
also includes Gregg Bissonette. who s

best known for "l.l\ me with Steve Varand
David Lee Roth .
Ihe ones that 1 idolize the mostaare
the ones that are most humble, that Bave
not let stardom ge them and \!hl]\‘.i\
them,” he explains .
Yet. Davila hifsclt hus had a taste of
He conducts chinics for maio
Pearl 3nd
ind has per

i artsts inchad

stardom
drum
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companies  HHvans
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formed with many |
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like two-and-a halt mds on 1, Iy
savs. “Towards tl ey eid of ll'\l\c;!”
mercial—right alter the cam tri
goes by there's t) it of .;)’,
music—that's m
He also perforn on saxophonis
Kirk Whalums al Flvimns i sthe
Garden, which nommated  few
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Still, Davila does 1 s sucd
3
mtimidate his stud e said«|
believes they can s thar 1 ki
have done and look to them for sudaa
and direction
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Davila believe doesnt ju
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i mind

Do not settle § crit




6 ¢ Sidelines

(OPINIONS

Monday, April 10, 2006

&

g |
',

Hy Matthew Hurtt
"Hurtt Pride”

\'Poker seems pretty popular among
high school and college students these
days. High school math teachers every-
where are using a simple deck of cards to
explain complex computations and per-
mutations to their befuddled students,
while college tournaments are organized
to pay for books and classes. However,
others are using cards in a different man-
ner — in particular, several well-known
American individuals decided to play the
“race” card recently.

Georgia Congresswoman Cynthia

McKinney showed Washington, D.C. her
poker face a couple weeks ago when she
got into a scuffle with a police officer.
Crying wolf, McKinney exclaimed the
officer was, in fact, a racist. She later apol-
ogized, but it just goes to show, some peo-
ple will try to use racism as an excuse for
anything.

I am not saying that there are not
racist individuals anywhere in America. |
am, however, saying that some people uti-
lize their ethnicity each and every time
they interact with someone who does not
share their racial background. It is not fair
for Cynthia McKinney to take all the
blame because other well-known black

Americans tend to stir the pot more often
than the Georgia Congresswoman.,

Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton are
notorious for reminding the American
people of this “race war” that is taking
place. This war only exists to those who
constantly remind Americans that black
persons are being wronged — every day of
the week. Jesse Jackson and the NAACP
called for the postponement of the April
22 elections in New Orleans, citing the
disenfranchisement of thousands of dis-
placed black Americans.

As an aside, those displaced individu-
als could go back to New Orleans and
rebuild their damaged city. There is little

motivation, however, since our wonderful
federal government has taken to insuring
the comfortable lifestyles of those who
live “on the dole.” The only people (so far)
who have returned to New Orleans are
the affluent white Americans who actual-
ly care about their homes.

On a related note, I would go to
Louisiana to help rebuild if I was through
with college. There is money to be made
in that area, and anyone with any deter-
mination would do well to relocate there,
if only for a year or two.

The point is, it is people like Cynthia
McKinney and Jesse Jackson who keep
the black population in an up rage about

Race card’ abuse hurts America

something that is not even a problem. If
anyone should be complaining about
race, it should be middle class white males
who are not receiving the same treatment
as other groups. Affirmative Action and
quotas are a reality — you need only to
look at MTSU hiring practices to see that.

So as we play the hand we are dealt,
let us remember that if we play the race
card, we run the chance of looking like a
joker.

Matthew Hurtt is a freshman
History/Political Science major, and can be
reached best at mch2x@mtsu.edu

TV, video games have psychological impact on children

son acts, thinks and feels.

By DeAnn Currey
Staff Writer

Research shows that children are spending more
and more time in front of the TV playing video
games rather than participating in extracurricular
activities. Studies show 9 out of 10 children are play
ing video games, while boys are spending an average
of 13 hours a week playing video games. Girls spend
on average, just five hours a week on games.

It seems as if parents encouraging children to play
video games and spend more time in front of the TV
because it is an easy babysitter and a way to keep their

There are several effects that playing endless hours
of video games can have on children. Obviously the
exposure to violence 1s a major concern, but other
concerns include the lack of social activity and the
creation of stereotypes towards the opposite sex
According to the American Psychological
may make

and helpful to their

Association, playing violent video games
.|\‘]\i|<‘?' i\'.‘ ONnK "x‘w arimg
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children busy and out of their hair for an extra few

hours each night.

Sitting a child in front of a TV screen may be a

t acts. "There

easy fix for parents but what kind of effect does

child?

have on a

According
www.scienceforkids.org, scientists have discoy

that playing video games can change the way

mprove, children are expo
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ensitive to violence after a while
w get so used to seeing it tha
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Murray says

ild is going to play video gami

After this photo was taken, First Lady Laura Bush said, “I thought you ran
wanted to get away from all that your predecessor had done to the office ’

Letter to the Editor:

Photo courtesy of Whitechouse.gov

for presider

Democrats need to identify,
defend family values

There are thousands of south-
ern families today that are suffer-
ing due to our economy.

Two wage earners and no
health insurance; one wage earner
with two jobs and no health
insurance; jobs lost due to out-
sourcing or plant closures; and,
children that are not able to have
the benefit of preventive medical
care because of the lack of vital

 health insurance.
Families are not able to send
. their children to college due to the
. increase in tuition, and the reduc-
tion of federal help for students.
+ Children grow up and must move
away, breaking up the extended
. family due to lack of jobs in their
rural area.

These issues are all family val-

- ues of the most important cate-
gory. The Republican Party has
defined “family values” as only
abortion and gay rights. Thisis to
benefit the party’s agenda of sup-
port for the wealthiest

Americans at the expense of

working families.

The Democratic Party MUST
make family values a much
broader area of concern.

Families that are struggling are
not sitting around the kitchen
table saying, “We have these prob-
lems because some young woman
chooses to exercise her rights and
decides to have an abortion.”

These families are not con-
cerned that people of the same sex
wish to exercise their natural
desires to be together.

Rather, families are suffering
because the true “family values”
of economic opportunity, good
health care, educational opportu-
nity, and a healthy environment
are given away by the Republican
Party. The Republican Party
decides to support tax breaks for
the wealthiest of Americans--bor-
rowing money from foreign
countries to support those tax
breaks.

The Republicans also insist on
paying for an unjustified war that

takes money

Away from our own needs here.
Those needs include rebuilding
the Gulf Coast after Hurricane
Katrina, providing health care for
Americans, improving education,
and working toward a country
that is energy independent.

The United States should able
to produce our own energy needs
and not worry about oil from the
Middle East and other countries.
The research and development
(R&D) and the jobs created from
energy independence alone would

Local, state and federal
Democratic Party candidates
must address these issues in the
south. “We The People” that live
there need you--now more than
ever.

Sincerely,
Bill Martin
Lewisburg, TN.

1t |

T1 :
(This was n

eral hours a day, then they should be encouraged to
play games that are more educational and age appro-
priate.

Violence is not the only concern with video games,
but also the lack of social activity with other children.
Kids are locking themselves in their bedrooms for
hours on ends instead of interacting with other chil-
dren their own age. This could cause children to have
problems interacting with children at school and
other places

Video games also portray male and female charac-

rs in two totally different lights. For example, most

es have male figures as the main charac-
les are often portrayed as heroic and
hile female characters are often portrayed
less princess that needs her prince to

r a very sexy and seductive person

me for the male’s pleasure. These

hildren should get of the

Parents need to take responsibility in what their
children are playing and be more aware of the nega-
tive effects that playing so many hours of video
games can have on their children. According to a
poll on www.scienceforkids.org, 55 percent of par-
ents say they do not pay attention to the rating of a
video game when purchasing it or renting it for their
child.

To me that is just absurd. How hard is it to look on
the back of the box and see what the game is rated? It
should be common sense to anyone that you would
not let a young child play a game with the rating of
“Mature.”

Parents need to more aware of the games their
children are playing. Maybe instead of sitting your
child in front of the TV each night, you should give
the child more one-on-one attention.

DeAnn Currey is a junior Mass Communications
major and can be reached at jdc3v@mtsu.edu.

Unbuckling the Beltway

pro-choice.”

because yol

1 real quots

' | 1.) "The name of this program is ‘Books From Birth.’ What's
|| ironic about that is the executive director of the program is
|

gl.) "Ho;vd many :ltj you kids have hadhtz?d rgad g etéoak (f’or 4
ass, and you t I parents nished readin
the book byutreally‘ocau P22 1 have | .
nor, too—only with budgets and clemency requests.

3) 'Dsproromonate&y' i , some of you will end up using your
reading skills in a prison library.”

4.) "I didn't always know how to read. My wife insisted
that | learn how to before | ran for governor. In all our 25
years of marriage, it's the best advice she has ever given
me.

5.) “More of you could read if only we had an income tax.”
Opinions Editor's note: This section takes the news and

exaggerates it, or makes it up completely. Outside of this
box, you're free to think for yourself.

Governor Phil Bredesen
dedicated the new reading

program for children this
week. These are comments
he should have told the
children in attendance:

dn’t? | have. | still do that as gover-

0y, kid?
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LO0K LEASE & SAVE

$20 PER MONTH

Plus get zero move-in

NEW UPDATED AMENITIES

updated clubhouse with new billiards
and foosball tables

new plasma TVs and video game
systems

new tanning bed

new pool furniture

new outdoor sound system

new computers in business center
upgraded high-speed internet

private bedrooms and private swimming poo! tilities included

: electri ytor
bathrooms Siiness canter ric (up to monthly cap)

nvater

furnished units game room

cable television
individual leases large clostets high-speed internet

% 615.890.0800
| ITHE WOODS & woodscrossing.com

RAIDERS CROSSING 1350 Hazelwood Drive

T ——— Sum ey

TIT NOW AN AMERICAN CAMPUS COMMUNITY
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Kai Schledorn attempts a volley against UALR Saturday. Schledorn posted a 6

White team earns

By David Hunter

he: Rick Siocksts

began with the Bl White Sp
Csaame o Saturdas vhid!
Maddle Tennessee Football team was

divided nto twe competing squads at
Floyd Stadium.

[he White team. lod by running back
Eugene Gross, won the game 147
Gross scored both touchdowns for the
White team from six and 65 vards out.
He finished the game with 158 vards
ushing

I'm just giving it evervthing | have,”

voss sid. Knowing n ssignmients
ind just play hard
The White team offense }\JI' 1 total

i 38 }Hd\ with an age ol 6|

vards per play. They were also 8 for-11

N er

wn third down conversions

Well, we had a good day as an
MT quarterback Patrick
Jackson said. “Fugene ran the ball real
well and that opened up the passing

ittense,

game.

lackson fimished the game going 16-
of 23 for 200 yards and two intercep-
Lioens.

he Blue team got the ball first. but
Reggie Doucet picked off quarterback
Chint Marks™ pass at the White seven-
vard line

I'he White team moved the ball in 14
plays and 93 yards, when Gross popped
it in from six yards out to make 7-0
with 5:37 left in the opening quarter.

On the fourth possession, the Blue
team found the end zone when Marks
connected with tight end Stephen
Chicola from eight yards out 1o tie the

score at seven after a 12 play, 75-yard

Saturday, April 8

MT 5
New Orleans 8

Friday, April 7
MT 8
New Orleans 7

Next game vs. Austin Peay,
April 11

By Russell Luna

o T L OO IR L

hem to the victory,
I think Eugene has had rea
spring,” M1 first-year head coach Ricl
Stockstill said
anything today that | really hadn't seen
I think Eugene is a very unselfish pla
er. I think Eugene is by La the b
l‘lAl\('r on that football field (4l
he had a great game today, |

was intercepted by Lonnie (
end the game

I'he win by the White tean: mean:
steak and shrimp dinner, while the B
team got hamburgers

Blue quarterback Marks was 17
24 for 261 yards and was picked ot!
tWICt

White team member linebacker | &
Sabb had seven tackles, one sack a
one pass breakup

‘I just try 1o go ou! there and mak.
pl‘n\. Sabb said
the spring and we got to do our thing,

Wide receiver Jonathan G gsby had
five catches for 85 vards.

On the Blue side. Sean Mosley had

ade some great runs
The Blue team had one niore L
bv driving the ball to the Whi
less than a minute left How \1a

t

1, 6-4 vict

“"He didnt

how [

It's the last game of

three sacks, and Taron Henry had four

catches for 112 vards, including catches  £4@®r

from 50. 36 and 22 va < a< the J

threat |
1 ran a lot of deep balls, and bro \th

lot of hitches "Henrv said

taff W iter

I'he word consistency is something that baseball
head coach Steve Peterson s sull trving to get his

tean: o learn after the Blue Raiders

out of 'h

W } s EsE Iy

|3

The

Baseball loses two of three ag

}

iher big pews ne | et

Orleans (16 1 -5 SBC ), witl y N wit: |

and an 8-3 loss on Saturday

Michael McKenry led the Blue Raiders lensive
l\ “H\Lh' ‘lﬁ( moon as .\"‘!L{l" '4‘!:”( SSe¢ | l\("| i}
their third win ' the Sur Belt Conference. eating
New Orleans in an 8-7 battle

McKenry nailed a two cun bomb i the first

help Middle Tennessee jump on the board carly The
Privateers tried to sustam a rallv in the third and
fourth innings as they narrowed the lead to

A lead off walk by Chase Warren. followed by a
double by McKenry ended Privateer starting
pitcher Matt Eichholz’s day (2-2). A Todd Martin

grounder to center field would drive 1n two runs

making the score 6-3 going into tl ronn of 1
fifth.
LaVergne alum Matt Scott (5 1) pitched 6 and 20

INNngs .||||>.villg I“llm_- runs o seven bets, while
walking two and striking out

the everning. Despite his valiant

befor: finishing
Hort. the Bl
Raiders would encounter bulloes ible o o
the latter part ot the game

Matt Scott threw outstanding. Poterson sad
M Media Relations  He go

Powe had o ke woaist o 4 blistet

and out of i
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MT tennis wins
SBC Shootout

Sunday, April 9

MT 4
ULL 2

Saturday, April 8
MT 4

much emphasis on this weekend
because the guys came out and
played nervous, but we gutted it
out, and I'm proud of that”

“Losing to Lafayette would
have threatened our entire sea-
son,” Short continued.

The Blue Raiders made an
early statement with easy wins in
the first completed doubles

matches against UALR on
UALR 0 Saturday. At No. 1 the fifth-
ranked duo of Andreas
Siljestrom and Marco Born

Next game vs. Memphis,
Aptil 15

By Casey Brown

1

Belt
ipproaching,

M
rnament fast
Il men’s tennis

ICTINEeSSOE

ing at the rnight

defeated Fduardo Autran and
Ivan Milivojevic 8-1.

MT clinched the doubles
point when Brandon Allan and
Kai Schledorn picked up an 8-4
victory Edson Abrao and
Dinko Halachev at No. 2. Greg
Pollack and Morgan Richard of
MT led German Perez and Rain
Roigas 6-5 when play was
St va(‘(l.

T'he Blue Raiders continued to
dominate in singles play, win-

over

ning the first three matches for a

Siliestrom, who had recently
been battling a slump that saw
the junior drop 19 spots in the
ITA rankings, made short work

out the match at No. 2, outlast-
ing Halachev 6-3, 3-6, 6-1.

When play was suspended
Pollack held a 6-0, 5-4 lead over
Perez at No. 6. Richard was down
one set to Milivojevic but leading
6-5 in the second, and Allan had
split sets with Abrao.

MT then squeezed out a hotly
contested win in the finals
Sunday, defeating ULL 4-2.

The Blue Raiders started slow,
losing a tight doubles point.
Siljestrom and Born fell 8-4 to
Amanjot Singh and Dusan
Tabek at No. 1.

Allan and Schledorn answered
with an 8-4 win over Shaun
Ellison and Robin Ley at No. 2.
With the point on the line,
Pollack and Richard fell 9-8 (5)
to Evghenii Corduneanu and
Arlen Domoney.

The Blue Raiders rebounded
in singles play. Born, Allan and
Rishan Kuruppu defeated Singh,
Tabak and Domoney, respective-
ly, to give MT a 3-1 advantage.

Ellison answered with a 6-4, 7-
5 defeat of Pollack at No. 5 to
close the gap to 3-2.

Siljestrom clinched the match
for MT with a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 win

Blue Raiders
Hie ["tkl }
No 8 clean sweep.
lav to
1 I
oved
WOl ol Autran
) \ No
Schledorr
3 0 with a 6-1

v at No. 3. Born then closed

i :

winning 6-0, 6-3 at

upped the MT lead

over Corduneanu at No. 1.

The Blue Raiders will con-
clude the regular season against
Memphis at the Boldin Tennis
Center April 15 at noon.

6-4 defeat of

steak and shrimp dinner

-

Photo by Joe Harvey | Staff Photographer

q back, runs pact . er, safety. Gross scored twice in the white team’s 14-7 victory.

v svnthet

started cheering and just would not

ne stop,” Stockstill said. * Just go out there

(NN

son I"'lllag that's never l’x.l;‘l‘t'“"xl to him before
Our bullpen self-destructed, but we were able to get
big outs. It was huge to get this opening series win.’

New Orleans made a threat in the eighth inning
when they narrowed the lead to 6-5 off of three hits,
including two that remained in the infield. A two-
out single by McKenry and a wild pitch allowed Jeft
Reachum and Wayne Kendrick to score in the ninth
inning for Middle Tennessee, making it an 8-5
advantage

I'he Privateers weren't finished as they tried to
make a comeback in the bottom of the ninth. A
Greg Wolfe single helped narrow the New Orleans
deficit to 8-7, thus ending Alan Woodward's night

Woodward finished the evening, allowing four
runs on five hits, striking out five. Shay Horseman
struggled on the mound, as he was able to get only
one out. Langdon Stanley (who got his second
save ol the season on Friday) faced a 3-1 pitch to
force o fly out to end the game, thus giving the
Raiders the win.

Saturday afternoon’s affair was another great
night for Michael McKenry. The senior catcher
went four for five, induding scoring a couple of
uns along with two runs batted in. Despite an

the check  and stand on it for two'hours. It’s not a
before  comfortable playing field. I think it
players means a lot.”

ainst New Orleans

excellent effort by McKenry, the Blue Raiders
struggled offensively.

Middle Tennessee stranded 11 runners in the
game, including nine in the last five innings. MT
scored three runs midway through the contest to
narrow the lead to 5-3 at the end of six.

Wolfe's single set up a bases-loaded jam for
Middle Tennessee; a sacrifice fly by Anderson off of
Chad Edwards made the score 8-5 and gave the Blue
Raiders their second conference loss of the season.

[ommy Sternitt (0-1) received his first loss of the
season, allowing one run off of two hits. Starter
Tyler Copeland pitched three innings, allowing
three runs on three hits and striking out three in his
no-decision effort.

Privateer Matt McKissick earned his first win in
2006 after pitching 1 and 2/3 innings, allowing two
runs on one hit. Justin Garcia received his second
save of the season for New Orleans.

Middle Tennessee wrapped up the series Sunday
afternoon by losing 13-6. The Blue Raiders will play
a couple of non-conference opponents (Austin Peay
luesday and Belmont Wednesday-both games are
slated for 7 p.m. starts) before hosting Western
Kentucky this weekend.




Monday, April 10, 2006

Photo courtesy of Media Relations

Claudia Szabo strikes the ball during a match. Szabo’s emotional approach shows on the court.

Sidelines e

Fiery Szabo
heats up court

Australia native frequently
lets temper flare over calls

By Casey Brown

Juan Walker:
‘A Weapon’

Photo courtesy of Media Relations

By Clarence Plank
Staff Wiriter

Juan Walker from Picayune,
Miss. is Middle Tennessee’s not-so-
secret weapon, but he may be able
to give the track team the edge they
need to win events.

Not much is known about the
standout transfer from
Lindenwood College to Middle
Tennessee, who is a decathlon ath-
lete who can give his all to help his
team win events.

“Juan has got a load of ability

willing to do anything you want
him to do”

When Juan has his down time
he is usually relaxing by listening to
music while working out. He lis-
tens to slow music to help him
calm down before meets.
Sometimes he can be found hang-
ing out with the other tracksters at
the Keathley University Center or
spending time during the week
going to class and doing home-
work. It’s just a typical day in the
life of a student who dreams of
being in the Olympics someday.

“Pm working hard trying to get
to that level” Walker said. “I'm
thinking about the maturity part.
Would 1 be mature enough to
compete on that level?”

Juan is majoring in liberal arts
and wants to be a personal trainer,
maybe living on the West Coast in
the future.

Juan’s best day of competition
was at the Blue Raider Invitational
on campus back in January. He
won both the long jump with a
distance of 25-3.75 and triple
jumped 49-1. Juan also won the
55-meter dash in 6.34 during the
indoor season.

Even though Juan may have his
ups and downs as he competes

Assistant Sports Fditor

In the Land Down Under, the only things hotter
than the temperature are the tempers.

At least, that is, if Claudia Szabo is any indication.

The sophomore from Morwell, Australia plays in
the number two position on the MT women’s tennis
team, but ranks first when it comes to colorful lan
guage and interesting gestures.

“I'll tell people what I think, definitely,” Szabo says
with a laugh uncharacteristic to those who sce her
only on the court.

Tennis, particular of the female varicty, historically
has been portrayed as a sport of quiet clegance, pep
pered with the occasional unconventional, McEnroe
esque character.

John McEnroe, meet Claudia Szabo.

She feels that her conduct between the lines is a
product of her origins and only out of place in the
context of American tennis.

“I can get away with a lot more in Australia as far
as code violations, swearing, that kind of stuff
Szabo says. “It’s a lot more common over there.”

Unfortunately, her opponents aren'’t usually accus
tomed to such behavior

Szabo has some sort of altercation with the oppos

ing team during virtually every match, to the point

that such confrontations have become common
place, even expected

When promg 1 particularly heated
exchange, Szabo has little difficulty

During a match last scason with Texas Christian,
words almost evolved » blows as a disputed ling

call turned ugly

“I called it out, the refer
us were arguing for about ten minutes,” Szabo says
“So finally she tells me to shut uy

Anyone familiar witl

¢ called 1t out, the two of

this as a mistake. Szabo would g0 on to lose a cdose
decision, but then the fireworks |b<,'_\(|tll.

“I shook her hand and said, ‘No one tells me to
shut up, mate,” We nearly got into :
fight. Laura [McNamara, the assistant coach| had to
pull me back from her.

Szabo insists she doesn't enter matches looking for

Szabo says

fights, but instead her demcanor is a necessity.

“If 1 keep stulf inside, it just cats away and ecat
away until [ explode, and it’s a disaster,” she says.

Szabo asserts that wearing her emotions on her
sleeve “just works” for her. As an added incentive
such conduct tends to intimidate the opponent,
fact not lost on her.

Though it may scem hard to believe, Szabo says
her behavior this scason is tame compared to th
past. She credits coach Alison Ojeda for the turm
around.

‘She has taught me a lot, and 1 have to restrict a ot
of what I do and say on the court, but she still giv
me a little leeway because she understands what kind
of person I am,” Szabo says.

Could this passion translate into other endeavon
off the court?

Despite a desire at times to reclaim her social i
Szabo maintains that tennis is her life.

“I've thought about it before,” she says, “you know
how casy it would be to just go to school and sleep?

‘Tlike to stay out late and party, but when you hay
to be up at 7:30 every morning for conditioning, you
have to sacrifice.”

Ultimately Szabo recognizes that her competitive
drive and her caustic nature are an important cle
ment in the success of the team.

Losing sucks, and I don't want to ever experience
it,” Szabo says

Whether or not Szabo doces lose, you can bet the
pponent will be able to tell what she's feeling- as will

rvone else in her path

MT tracksters finish busy weekend

By Clarence Plank

lffany Owens, Shanna-Kay Campl

Staff Writer

Over the weekend the Middle Tennessee
track and field team were very busy as they
competed in different states as split teams. One
half of the Blue Raider track team was in Texas
for the 79th Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays in  19-1.2

Austin, Tex., Friday and Saturday.

Juan Walker finished fourth in the long
jump with a distance of 24-10 and Linnie
Yarbrough set a personal-best of 13.83 in the
110-hurdles this season. Walker also set a per
sonal best with 14.09 and made the event finals i the fin

in the 110-meter hurdles.

VanTonio Fraley ran in the 100-meter pre
lims, but failed to make the finals. The team of
Walker, Fraley, Yarbrough and Daryl Terrell we
able to qualify for the event finals on Saturday

Veroma Patterson in the 4x400-meter
failed to make the event finals

The team of Campbell, Gillyard
Robertson and Stephanic

ninth in the 4x200-meter relay

Saturday Yarbrough finished second in the

al best time with 13

als in this event

Ihe men's
[errell, Waller, Reid
in 3:08.02

g time of 40.15 t

( .anh\'
famgho finished
Stephanic
famgho finished ninth in the long jump with
5 trying her personal best of the scason

1 10-meter hurdles and nearly beat his person
3. Yarbrough was beaten
by George Mason’s Richard Phillips, who won
with a time of 13.71. Walker did not compete

iIx400-meter relav team

vd Ole Miss Invitational m Oxford
lay ‘-hs«l\\l“"l on \.:Hml.nv Jonathan Guillou fin

ished third in the 1500-meter and team-mate
Pete Senatus finished fourth in the 400-meter
hurdles. The men's 4x 100-meter relay team ol
Jonathan Oliver, Samuel Adade, Senatus and
Derek ( arcy fimished fifth.

James Thomas broke his school record with
amark of 178-6 in the hammer throw and fin
ished sixth. This was the third time this scason
that he has broken his own record. He also fin
ished ninth in the discus with a distance of

143-11
lavaris Leak finished ninth in the long jump
of and Julius Defour tied for cighth in the high

and Barton finished third  jumy
A team of Walker, Fraley, Terrell and In the
Reid fimished with a NCAA-regional qua

H00-meter Antranctte Stringer fin

hfy ished seventh, and Sierra Douglas finished
y finish fifth 0 the 4x100

ninth in the tople jump

with a time of 39.83 in the 4x100-meter relay.
A team of Terrell, Sean Waller, Orlando Reid
and Jermaine Barton finished fifth with a qual

ifying time of 3:08.04 in the 4x400-meter relay.

meter relay

In the 4x200-meter
Gillyard,
finished ninth with a

women's relay a team of
Campbell, Robertson and Tamgho

time of 1:39.16

This weekend the track team will split up
1gain to travel to Knoxville, Tenn. for ”I(' S5
Ray Relays and other squad will head up 10

Nashville fenn. tor the Boston Moon

The women’s team of TraMayne Gillyard,

T'he other half of the track team competed Iy

national

Stiner, Reed hit homeruns in Sunday loss

Sunday, April 9
MT 4

WKU 7

Saturday, April 8

Kentucky (20-18, | SB(

Bowling Green Saturday, win
the first game 1 but dropy

the second by a or
Middle
the win despite playing
limited roster. In the first
sophomore
pitched six inning

[ennessee pulled

in as a pinch hitter. White tool knocked oft the Blue Raiders n
no two-strike pitch over the wall i the final same of the series 7-4
“ left field to tie the vame at four KU got on the board first
In the cighth inning MT cat th two runs in the bottom of
r Brandi Bochner hit an RBI st the first. However, MT in the top
[ edbett f the second answered back with

| cdbetter scorme on a RBI sinele
ppeared 1 by Werland. WK mude the

Kt 1 th a run m the battom hall

1 o runs on 10 hits | i the imming
and Morehccin ek S Wk . vk, e 4 MT 3 11\1‘)lhc ?\:‘»Hw I'h ll-“'wl per lded  tw
e e e o ranked fifh i the nation in the | \opy ) Bk e Filigycie aldel
Hayes said. “It kind of makes it 2 }on0 jyump with a distance of 25-8. s P e TSR
little tougher for him but for one « Fietz hit a threc-ru irth, and one in the fifth
2 He puts pressure on the other _ s = i gl e e P
he can do so many things, but for S . centerfield to  expan 1lby onnected
R S S tcam'whc'n yqure mna chamPl- . Hilh()pp(‘f lead to 4-0 lilltoppers | rin the fourth. and
usasa team situation hemakesita  onehip situation because you | Next Game at Memphis, _ ) RS o e PR . |
lot better. Because he can score a even 3l s . Facing that deficit in the top of In the fifth inning MT attempt Kristine | wdded a two-run
lot ofpoi.ms because he competes WE know.wyl’mt t?)cigotng Ap"' 12 the seventh inning, MT’s Muriel ed a rally, putting together two  homer in the seventh, Weiland
in a lot of different events.” i dhiow ugcg’ Hafs_md' ;‘ksa Ledbetter hit a leadoff home run  runs. WKU was too much for the went 3for-3 with a RBI in the
Walkcrdoescompcteinalot of wmpoé]iﬁ- uxm anm -89 By Erika Davis that b(‘galn the Blue Raider rally Blue Raiders to handle, however loy
events during the season,including ma:sy ?kcmfau gsadcs in track Staff Writer Martha Davis and Melissa as the Hilltoppers scored twice ['he Blue Raiders falls to 10-29
competing as long jumper, triple d ﬁaléa~ = th gt Weiland followed the homerun  more in the bottom of the innn 1, while WKU improves to 21-18
: . S o= >R 18 Jm S “dzy, = The Middle Tennessee softball  with back-to-back singles. With the loss Katinas dropy I v game for the Blu
jumper, hurdler and sprinter.. his life. Juan does enjoy watchin g
“He’s real completive, and he bascball bichishi f;OY it ng team (10-28-1, 1-1 SBC) split a With the Blue Raiders down to 1o 2-6 on the season ' Wednesday |
works hard,” Hayes said. “He’s just S U W0 ANR IULIE APORSs doubleheader with Western their last out, Trish White stepped On Sunday i | ,

solid is what it comes down to. He

next to basketball.

Women’s tennis team breaks Iosmq streak

Staff Repons \lnlll)lt\ with |'1l’ 1er Livir : \ \v both «
’ &dehngs wehog;es kﬁ;rs to the Sunday, April 9 Yusupova and No. 6 singles heir singles match
The Middle Tennessee women'’s Kommireddi's 25th singles win | i
edltor ﬁom m“m&‘ Ple&se MT 5 tennis team ended their six- of the scason put her tied for | AR .
? . - “ M h‘s 2 match losing streak with a 5-2  sixth on the all-time sing] ' | rday
emél} l’em m emp | victory over Memphis, yesterday.  son list. \ ‘ 0 take i
>, o o ol / i MT improved to 7-12 on the Kommireddi ticd Flin t the B ki Tone
‘m m season, and had a full team for Durchman and Tanja Buchheim ;
tm the first time in two weeks. Yusupova, Ann Kristn I'h re their Last mat
- > v - VS. > |
N Next match The team won all three doubles  Siljestrom and Kelly Adams all - betare ' It Conter
UAB' matches and four singles match-  won their singles and doubl lournan
es. matches. I'h [ G o3
mar “cm ‘ » mibl 2 2 - TBA Pooja Kommireddi won twice The duo, Marlene Chemin and — April 21 : e pER
k 5w ’E w & T m nﬁe on the ddy with a win in No. 3 Claudia Szabo, won their doubles \lal
LA = £~
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Mellow Mushroom makes ‘Boro debut

Inside Man Take Me Out’ +Calypso Cafe

I NSIDE . Basic Instinct 2 begins run at +DVD Plus - |

Tucker Theatre




EXPOSURE

What up Murfreesboro?
Are you chillin? | hope
so, because the ‘Boro is
about to heat up, literal-

ly.

Personally, | couldn’t be
more excited about the
upcoming change in
weather.

So in celebration of the
spring, we have brought
you a guide to dinner
and a movie in
Murfreesboro.

With articles on DVD
Plus, “Inside Man” and
“Basic Instinct 2” plus
reviews on Mellow

thursday april 6

Mushroom and Calypso
Cafe, you have a few
different possiblities to
mix and match for your
evening out.

Is it going to be Mellow
Mushroom and then
Inside Man? Or rent a
flick from DVD Plus
after a meal at Calypso
Cafe?

The possibilities are
endless...
Well, no, | guess they

aren’t quite endless. In

fact, they are quite
finite. Adam Casto
So use your imagina- Phillip Buck
tion. We love va, Joseph SChmlef‘ath
Murfreesboro! Lauren Tingle
David Benedict
Niles T. Maddox
— By Philip C. Buck

DVD Plus

page three

WMTS Yard Sale

page four
Take Me Out

e six
e Man

pa

Insi

Basic Instinct 2

page seven
Calypso Cafe

Joseph Schmlckrat:h
breaks down the box
office with reviews of

Inside Man and
Basic Instinct 2

The heady pizza shop
makes its debut in the
Boro

Exposure Editor

friday april 7

Cover Photo Credit:

Leigh Bernstein

...the staff, exposed

Kristen Teffeteller essy Yancey
Juli Shipley Javid Wheatley

K.C. Hunter ,ameron Chiles

Ryan Harr John Daniel
Austin Bennett Erica Hines

Meghanne Thompsor John Hreha

saturday april 8

Liquid Smoke - D] & Jazz

The Boro -

The Easy Kill, Evervigilant,

Pigdog, and Bobby Holland of Ethan Swim

Blueshoro -

Pimpin Ain’t Easy

The Boro - MTSU Jazz Or

Wallstreet - Victor Furiou
Murder of Men,
and Finding Steve Cunningham

concert calender

inat

hest

Belianto, Crank Sanatra

The Boro - Fluid Ounce
Wallstreet -

Bluesboro - loe H

sundaj aprll 9

Grand Palace
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Stone River’s “Hidden Treasure:” DVD Plus

By Knsten Teffeteller
Exposure Columnist
After a long day of school or
work, you may not want to
go out on the town. The
most comforting option is to
rent a movie, curl up on the
couch and escape into
Hollywood fantasies.
Corporate video store
chains are an obvious
choice but the cost and
late fees can be a little
too high, in another
scenario, the desired
title is either out of
stock or isn't carried

by the company.

The solution to the
video chains is tucked
behind Coconut Bay
Cafe on Old Fort
Parkway: DVD Plus
where vou can buy, s¢
trade only DVDs
and operator Ferrell
stocks 5000 widescreen
titles in the genres of classic
comedy, horror and adult

O1

[
Owner

Smith

His prices are easy on the
wallet, too. A four-day rental
ol a title costs
$2.99 and a new release

classic

goes for $3.99; the fourth

and eleventh rentals are free.

Titles for sale are located on
the counter and sell for $6 a
pop or five or $25.

Is there a movie you have to
watch for a
) class?
-

| Smith
probably has it in his inver
tory

| try to carry titles that
lessors want to students ti
watch ")('\.lll’ I'm alwa
open to helping a professor
out.”

88.3 WMTS hosts
fundraiser yard sale

anne
Exposure Columnist

Saturday, April 8th, MTSU’s
student run radio station,
WMTS, is to host two
fundraisers this April. Audio
equipment, CD’s, books,
DVD’s, clothing and miscel-
laneous items will be put
up for sale.

All who attend the sale,
location set at 2220 East
Main Street in
Murfreesboro, will receive
free snow cones and stick-
ers. WMTS t-shirts will also
be available for those who
attend, provided a purchase
is made.

The yard sale will begin at
8 a.m. and will end at 2
p.m.

The Bluesboro will be host-
ing the second fundraiser
for the station, with several
local bands performing in
support of the station. On
Tuesday, April 18th, The
States, Belize and New
Madrid will begin the enter-
tainment at 9 p.m.

For more information
about the WMTS benefit
yard sale or the benefit
show, log on to the WMTS
webpage at wmts.org and
stay tuned to 88.3 for all
your music needs.

His most popular titles
include “The Boondock
Saints,” “Lock, Stock & Two
Smoking Barrels” and the
director's cut of “Midnight
in the Garden of Good and
Evil.” If he does not carry a
particular movie, customers
can requeslt it. Once he finds
it, Smith could have it in
about a week," he said

A native of Gallatin, Smitl
runs the store seven davs
week from 2 p.m. until 1

p-m. He closes at 9
on Sunday:
open later

As long
the stor
Smith stat
In addition t
tirst DVD-only store
lennessee, Smith \ mer
skills and professions
nder his belt. He majored
psvchology and lnv]!lll i
ence at Middle Tennessee
rsity and graduat

Q-
198

I nive
th honors in
th went on o work 101
Human Services
Department before opening
up his own state-licensed

adoption agency, Heaven

Sent Children, in 1989.

"I was elected constable for
two terms," Smith said. "I
mainly helped out the sher-
iff's department by serving
papers, but | worked a cou-
le of wrecks, a fire and
roke up a fight."

After purchasing a computer
for home studies, Smith real-
ized the computer industry
would become massive. He
left the adoption agency to
open a computer store,
eventually owning six stores
in Rutherford and the sur-
rounding counties within 12

ears. While running the

omputer store chain, he

reated and produced com-
puter "how-to" videos. Then,
two vears ago, Smith decid-
ed to sell the chain.

My last shop was located
next to Wall Street,"
| couldn't compete with
Wal-Mart."

The sale of his computer
shop allowed him (o open
DVD Plus. Smith admitted
he had "always wanted" to
open a video store, even

he said.

when he ran the computer
business. But his abilities
and knowledge do not end
there. Smith also has a
pilot's license, preacher's
credentials (which allows
him to perform weddings)
and is a published author.

His first book, a science fic-
tion/fantasy story titled Dark
Ascension, is available
through Amazon.com and
various bookstores, includ-
ing DVD Plus. Smith has a
second novel in the works,
titted Shadows of Perfection,
which will be available later
this vear.

Although he said "nothing
too interesting" has hap-
pened at DVD Plus, Smith
revealed that anything can
happen in the world of
retail. One night while
working at a convenience
store, a man walked in
dressed in a straightjacket,
blue jeans and no shoes. The
man's two girlfriends had
discovered his cheating
ways and took revenge.

DVD Plus story continued
on page 4

S,

1403b Greenland Dr.

(across from MTSU Stadium and
beside Textbook Brokers)
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THEATRE

‘Take Me Out’ begins run at Tucker Theatre

By Davd Wheatley

Exposure Columnist

While the New York Empires
don't exist outside of “Take
Me Out,” part of the MTSL
CenterStage Series and a
Tony Award winning play,
you may find this fictitious
franchise more engrossing
than last year’s pennant
race,

The wonderfully brave cast
and crew of “Take Me Out”
have put together an out-
standing and thoughtful per-
formance taking on the chal-
lenges of a baseball team
whose star player has
recently outed himself.

Josh Proctor has an ener-
getic and boisterous per-
formance as self-proclaimed
narcissist and Empires’ cen-
terfielder, Darren Lemming.
A product of interracial mar-
riage, Lemming has faced a
lifetime of people trying to

peg his identity. After
announcing his homosexual-
ity, the Empires’ social
dvnamics shift and the world
reacts according to their

own preconceived notions.
Lemming is distraught at the
notion that his identity could
be based on a single word.

Jordan Turman has a quiet
role for most of the play as
Shane Mungitt, the team’s
newly transferred closing
pitcher. But Turman shines in
the third act as Mungitt's
seemingly benign intoler-
ance (and ignorance)
becomes rage. On the other
end of the spectrum, Kippy
Sunderstrom, played elo-
uently by Brian Morgan, is
the Empires’ most intelligent
player, whose importance is
found in relaying to us the
layers of complication under
each character’s surface.

William C. Fancher plays
Mason Marzac, Lemming’s

business manager and full-
time loner. Fancher delivers
a monologue regarding the
public’s love of baseball
with such emphasis and
command that it’s almost a
show-stealer if not for the
excellent cast around him.

Scenic Designer Scott Boyd
uses an approach that is
simple, effective and clever-
ly minimal, and never dis-
tracts from the dialogue or
action on stage. Most of the
play is set in the Empires’
stadium, whether in the
locker room, in the manag-
er’s office or on the dia-
mond, and the way he has
integrated those elements is
well planned.

Director Deborah Anderson
must be exceedingly pleased
with the production that she
and her staff have produced
as the performance was
well-composed and poised.

Richard Greenberg’s script
uses the game of baseball as
an apt foil for his characters.
The first act is full of refer-
ences to the numerology
behind the game: Three
bases, three outs, three
strikes, nine players, etc. His
focus on the rule, order and
symmetry of the game, as
well as Marzac’s espoused
belief that baseball is a per-
fect exercise in democracy
and equal opportunity, is
mashed against the grain of
imperfect and asymmetrical
characters. The result is a
marked emphasis on the fol-
lies of humankind.

Take Me Out is continuing
to run Thursd(?v, April 6
through Saturday, April 8 a

7:30 p.m. in the Tucker
Theatre. Tickets are $8 gei

AAT

eral admission, $6 for
employees and free
MTSU students (witl
D).

DVD Plus continued trom
page 3

"One of the girls worked at
Centennial [Medical
Center|," Smith chuckled.
The girls waited for him at
home, put the straightjacket
on him and took his wallet

Smith released the man,
who had walked five miles
to find someone to let him
out. Once free, Smith said
the man walked back home
so he could recover his wal
let and return the jacket

DVD Plus is beginning to
gain more business, thanks
to newspaper advertisement
and new signs. Smith
believes the current mall
expansion may "bring in
more business," but still
thinks of the quiet store as
hidden treasure

ng as there is a need
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FILM

ﬁ

Inside Man:

By Joseph Schmickrath
Exposure Columnist

Those wary of another racially or
politically charged film by director
Spike Lee needn't be worried about
“Inside Man,” an intelligent heist pic-
ture that keeps you guessing and
forces you to pay attention to every
detail.

Lee is in new territory with this type
of genre filmmaking, more main-
stream than his works of the past.
But it doesn’t matter, because Lee’s
filmmaking skills behind the scenes
shine through. It also doesn’t hurt to
have two Academy Award winners
and two nominees on your side.
Denzel Washington, Jodie Foster,
Clive Owen, and Willem Dafoe are
all first rate. Each gives a respectable
quality to their characters, even
though at times their characters
aren’t respectable.

The story by Russell Gewirtz involves
Dalton Russell (Owen) staging a heist
of the Manhattan Trust Bank.
Detective Keith Frazier (Washington)
and Detective Bill Mitchell (Chiwetel
Ejiofor) of the NYPD are assigned the
case, but must first let Capt. John
Darius (Dafoe) of the Emergency
Services Unit do his job before they
can intervene,

As the heist turns to a hostage situa-
tion, bank chairman Arthur Case
(Christopher Plummer) fears a dark
secret from his past being released
from a safety deposit box inside. He
assigns Ma({eline White (Foster) with
the task of retrieving the box from
Russell, who is always one step
ahead—knowing full well the con-
tents that lie inside the box.

The cinematography by Matthew
Libatique (“Requiem for a Dream”)
adds believability to the situation.
His hand-held camera techniques

Delivering the goods

put the audience in the movie, com-
plementing the frenzy that the detec-
tive and police force are going
through to avoid hostage casualties.
Also, his crane shots give a sense of
scope to not only the bank but to the
yocedures necessary to negotiate a
L()stago situation of this sc .1’?('.

The score by Terence Blanchard is
not your typical heist music. It incor-
porates jazzy beats, adding even
more class and originality to “Inside
Man,” elevating it beyond other heist
movies.

Spike Lee’s fingerprints on this film
are very evident. For example, there
is a message on civil liberty viola-
tions post-9/11. This scene involves
an innocent hostage being freed, but
assumed by the NYPD to be one of
the bank robbers because he looks
Arab. He is actually a Sikh.

There is also a scene in which
Russell is talking to a young African-
American hostage who is playing
some mock-up “Grand Theft Auto:
San Andreas”-like PSP game. Russell
asks the child what he thinks about
him robbing the bank. The kid thinks
it's cool and replies, “Like my man
Fity always says, get rich or die try
ing.” This comment on the influence
of gangsta rap and the depiction of
African-American stereotypes in
games like “San Andreas” i vintags
Lee.

The pacing and thought that vwent
into the film are truly impressiy

fact, the dramatic moments are just
as intense as the action sequence
Plot twists and ironies add suspens
never knowing when the ending is
20ing to occur or how it is going to
appen. “Respect is the ultimate cur-
rency,” says Russell. Respect is
indeed what “Inside Man” deserves

Basic Instinct 2:

Sharon Stone reprises Catherine Trammel in

By Joseph Schmickrath

Exposure Columnist

Sharon Stone’s cared
her vanitv | n the line t

as No surprise that
n‘nll v

[his 1S the s (Juie 1O el

Basic Insti

made that movie work

violent and sexy nature. It wa
backed with an intriguing murder
mystery; this time is no different

break-out hit

The setting is London instead of San

Francisco. Catherine Tramell (Stone
IS up to no good again, needing

new material for another novel. She

uses all her basic instincts to lure
men in to her path of sadistic rage
in order to bring about another
best-seller.

When Tramell is suspected of mur
der she is sent to Dr. Michael Glass
(David Morrissey) for psychological
evaluation. It would seem that
Tramell has met her match, but Dy

Glass soon finds out that it is the

Clothing optional

Basic //M)n( t 2]

other way around.

framell is released of the charges,
but Detective Roy Washburn (David
Thewlis) doesn’t buy her innocence

ind continues to investigate.

\s the relationship between Dr.
ind Tramell heats up, Dr.
1ss becomes the pawn in an elab-
¢ chess game.

e the ending is disappointing,
e Jjourney to it is well worth tak-

Basic Instinct 2” does erotic
justice, bringing tension
and titillation

P |
Nriier

The compelling performance by
David Morrissey is almost as good
as what Michael Douglas did in the
original, bringing power and vulner-
ability to a character that is being
played right from the beginning.

lhere are nods to the original,
which | was pleasantly surprised
with. While not as good or unique
as the original, “Basic Instinct 2”
does manage to deliver enough for
a recommendation.



CUISINE

Mellow’s never tasted so good

By Valene Nutt
Exposure Contributor

”

“Baked on the stone,” my smil-
ing waitress says, as she places
a simmering pizza on the table.

No, she’s not making a narcotic
reference, and no, she’s not try-
ing to imply anything about her
customers. She’s simply stating
the facts. But when | take a
bite, the explosion in my
mouth might as well have been
drug-induced.

It’s a Magical Mystery Tour. The
menu says, “Now this is a trip!”
Really, it's a pesto-based pizza
tastefully smothered in spinach,
melted mozzarella, the earthy
yet refined taste of Portobello
and button “s| " feta for

o
) Ty 4

the staff and quality of

successful franchises that began
in Atlanta in the 1970s. Legend
says two tireless music afi-
cionados’ Volkswagen bus
broke down on their way back
from a show to their jobs at a
pizza place in Atlanta.

When our heroes called work
to explain, their boss explained
that they were fired. In retalia-
tion the two lads started their
own pizza joint, Mellow
Mushroom Pizza. The rest is
stone-baked history.

Every Mellow Mushroom I've
had the privilege of frequenting
has been a little different. The
menus vary, the décor is always
original and entertaining, but

he food
been consistent - and deli-

by

bar, upwards )
k.and a stage for |6
icsshared with a painted
bus from Memphis circa
at can comfortably seat
#of eight, the Mellow
Mushroom on South Rutherford

!
w# Blvd fully anticipates being a

hub for all that i1s ecléctic and

wm Murfreeshoro.

But with their enthusiastic staff,
health-conscious food (they
drain the fat off all their meats,
which are delivered daily, pre-
pare their food with their own
natural spring water, and
choose all their ingredients
meticulously), and overly gen-
erous by-the-slice portions they
will cater just as easily to the
Sunday-afternoon church
crowd.

The Shroom, as owners Paul
Lindnau, Dennis Payne and his
wife, Karen, call it, boasts a
huge selection of vegetarian-
friendly options. Their 12 spe-
cialty pizzas offer complete
variety. The House Special is a
perfect example of a classic

i ind the Mega-

al

—
Then there are the Monumental-.

Hoagies, which include any-

thifig from your standard turkey

apd cheese to avocado, tofuer

tempeh, a soy product similar
to tofu but greater in fiber and
vitamins.

Mellow Mushroom boasts that
their calzones, or “pizza
turnovers,” are the best in the
Southeast, and they may be
right.

With all these scrumptious and
exciting options, it's surprising
to see a short and uninventive
list of salads. The esperanza
dressing does give the salad list
a little pizzazz. But | was look-
ing for a chilled antipasto, or
maybe a refreshing little
Insalata Caprese, with pieces of
delectable mozzarella, sweet
Roma tomatoes and fresh

RErE

: L“

dollars,

of alcoMofic,
Relaxing under
‘room, |Ist€hi_ng-_tg_

1)

X7

and sampling an exhaustive list
of draft beers may not be for
everyone. The concept of stress-
free pizza and rock "n’ roll
music seems particularly lost
on a family seated beside a vin-
tage Hendrix poster.

“Why ain’t y'all got chicken
fingers on your menu?” Mother
asks. “And how about some of
them cheese-filled sticks? |
want some of them too.”

My waitress’ smile melts. An
hour and a half and two orders
of sent-back food later, the fam-
ily departs. Their meal was
comped with grace, and they

~ were cordially escorted from

the premises..

Photo Credit: Adam Casto

Calypso Cafe brings the ‘Boro a taste of the islands

By Jessy Yancey

Exposure Columnist

Spring break has come and
gone, but you can get close to
a tropical paradise in
Murireesboro through your
sense of taste, thanks to the
Couva Calypso Café.

Located on Memorial
Boulevard near the Clark inter-
section, Calypso boasts a
Jamaican menu that will leave
vou feeling full—and won't
leave your wallet empty, either.
With nnpu-sxm-lx fast service
and an outstanding variety of
Caribbean flavors and ethnic
cuisine, Calypso surprisingly
1SNt expensive; most meals cost
in the range of $5 to $8.

Calypso is probably most well
known for its chicken, which
comes with a choice of three
sauces: barbecue, Jamaican
curried and jerk. Roasting and
revolving all day on the rotis-
serie makes for tender and
juicy chicken, and the sauces,
which range from mild to spicy,
blend amazingly with the
chicken’s herbs and spices to
add that extra zest.

One of the best things about
Calypso is that it’s one of only

a tew restaurants in
Murfreesboro that caters to veg-
ans and vegetarians. In addition
to offering a variety of entrees
including veggie pitas, Boca
burgers and veggie melts, cus
tomers actually have the choice
of getting rice with their black

bean salad or loaded nachos,
instead of the usual chicken or
beel only. The black bean salad
is fantastic; whether you order
it with meat or rice, your tropi-
cal-colored plate will arrive
piled high with fresh, leafy let-
tuce, tortilla chips, tomatoes,
red onions, shredded cheese,
sour cream and, of course,
Calypso’s signature Cuban
black beans.

With a surprisingly sweet after-
taste, the black beans are,
hands down, my favorite item
on the menu. They are so pop-
ular vou can order them as an
entire meal, the Beans and
Three, which comes with a por
tion of the melt-in-yvour-mouth
black beans along with vour
choice of three sides, ranging

from tamiliar (coleslaw, a hous

salad) to exotic (callaloo, Boija
muffins). Several of the sides,
such as the spiced sweet pota-
toes, come topped with
coconut as an added island
touch.

My only complaint is that cer-
tain menu items change from
day to day. Some days the jerk
sauce wiﬁ be spicy, but other
times it seems diluted.
Likewise, the muffins are differ-
ent nearly every time | go,
ranging from burnt to under-
(()(5«(‘3.

However, at least one item
always stays consistent: the fruit
tea. With free refills, it's hard to
turn down the delicious con-
coction, even though they also
offer a bucket of beer, with four
imports for $10. Naturallv. Red

Stripe is on the Jamaican-
themed menu.

Even the air inside the restau-
rant feels as if you're in the
Caribbean. As soon as you
walk in, vour senses are over-
whelmed with the sweet smell
of coconut and the sound of
reggae. And now it's finally
warm enough to eat outside,
although watching the cars zip
by on Memorial isn't as pleas-
ant as an ocean breeze. Still,
for Murfreesboro, Couva
Calypso Café is the nearest we
can get to a tropical
atmosphere—

and the food is definitely worth
it.
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