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ABSTRACT

PERSONAL VIOLENCE AS A THEME: NOTABLE

INCIDENTS OF UPPER CLASS VIOLENCE IN 

NINETEENTH CENTURY TENNESSEE, A 

TEACHING GUIDE

by  Je ro m e  G. T a y l o r ,  J r .

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t e a c h e r s  

o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  who s e e k  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  m o s t  n o t a b l e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  

v i o l e n c e  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  T e n n e s s e e .  The p r o b le m s  a r e  

a  l a c k  o f  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n c i d e n t s  a n d  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  t r e a t  them a s  mere  u n c o n n e c t e d  

b l o o d y  a n e c d o t e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  theme i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

h i s t o r y .  I n  no s e n s e  i s  t h i s  s t u d y  an a t t e m p t  t o  t e s t  a  

t h e s i s  a b o u t  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  

a p p r o p r i a t e  m ode ls  and  c o n c l u s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d .  

F u r t h e r ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  o f f e r s  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  

h i s t o r i c a l  an d  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  

o f  s e l e c t e d  A m er ican  h i s t o r y  s u r v e y  t e x t b o o k s .

The s o u r c e s  e x a m in e d  i n c l u d e  b o t h  p r i m a r y  a n d  

s e c o n d a r y  m a t e r i a l s .  The p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  w ere  t h e  p e r s o n a l  

p a p e r s  o f  t h e  men i n v o l v e d ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s ,  

a n d  c o u r t  r e c o r d s .  F o r  t h e  m ost  p a r t ,  t h e s e  a r e  f o u n d  i n
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t h e  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  an d  A r c h i v e s  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  McClung H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n ,  K n o x v i l l e - K n o x  

County  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  an d  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  L i b r a r y ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  h a v e  v a l u a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s .  S e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e d  g e n e r a l  s u r v e y s ,  

b i o g r a p h i e s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  t h e s e s ,  an d  d i s s e r t a t i o n s .

T h i s  p a p e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p a t t e r n s  a n d  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  among t h e  v a r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s .  F o r  t h e  m o s t  

p a r t ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w ere  s t r o n g  a n d  a g g r e s s i v e  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  who, f r e q u e n t l y ,  h a d  e n g a g e d  i n  p h y s i c a l  

v i o l e n c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  e x a m in e d .  I n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s ,  

t h e  v i o l e n c e  was p r e c e d e d  by  a  f a i l u r e  o f  some s o r t  i n  t h e i r  

c a r e e r s  w h ic h  may h a v e  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

a g g r e s s i o n .  The v i o l e n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  m o s t  

f r e q u e n t l y  among p o l i t i c i a n s  and  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  an d  y e t  i t  was 

n o t  " p o l i t i c a l  v i o l e n c e "  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g  v i o l e n c e  

a im ed  a t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e f f e c t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  F o r  t h e  

m os t  p a r t ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  more u r b a n  a r e a s  o f  

t h e  s t a t e ,  an d  i n  N a s h v i l l e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  

w ere  o f t e n  m i d d l e - a g e d  ( f o r t y  was t h e  m e d ian  a g e ) , r a t h e r  

t h a n  f o o l - h a r d y  young men t r y i n g  t o  make a name f o r  

t h e m s e l v e s .

A l i n g e r i n g  f r o n t i e r  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  p e r s o n a l  

v i o l e n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Twelve  

o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  i n c i d e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  

C i v i l  War, d u r i n g  a  l im e  when, by s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,
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T e n n e s s e a n s  d i d  n o t  o f t e n  q u e s t i o n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  men t o  

s e t t l e  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  d i s p u t e s  v i o l e n t l y .  As t im e  p a s s e d ,  

t h e  p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  d i s a p p r o v a l  h a r d e n e d ,  an d  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  became much l e s s  f r e q u e n t .  J u d i c i a l  a c t i o n s  became 

more l i k e l y ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s s  condemned " g e n t l e m e n  o f  p r o p e r t y  

and  s t a n d i n g "  who s h o t  e a c h  o t h e r .  T e n n e s s e a n s  seem ed t o  be  

p r o g r e s s i n g  b e y o n d  a  f r o n t i e r  a t t i t u d e  as  t i m e  p a s s e d .  T h i s  

p a p e r  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  p o s s i b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  

f r o n t i e r  p r a c t i c e  o f  c a r r y i n g  f i r e a r m s  and p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e .

I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t  a  theme i n  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r y .  Time a n d  a g a i n  d u r i n g  

t h e  120 y e a r s  t h i s  s t u d y  c o v e r s ,  men r e s p o n d e d  t o  r o u g h l y  

p a r a l l e l  s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  r e s p o n s e s .  A p u b l i c  

d e p r e c a t i o n  o f  m a n ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  was f o l l o w e d  by  a  f o r m a l  o r  

i n f o r m a l  c h a l l e n g e ;  t h e  armed men t h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  on t h e  s t r e e t s ,  and  s h o t  i t  o u t .  The 

p a t t e r n  v a r i e d  l i t t l e  f rom  Andrew J a c k s o n ' s  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  

i n  1788 t o  Edward Ward C a r m a c k ' s  l a s t  one i n  1908.
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INTRODUCTION

O ver  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y  ag o ,  i n  h i s  R e f l e c t i o n s  on 

V i o l e n c e ,  t h e  F r e n c h  p h i l o s o p h e r  G eorges  S o r e l  w r o t e  t h a t  

" t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  v i o l e n c e  s t i l l  r e m a i n  v e r y  o b s c u r e . "  S i n c e  

h i s  t i m e ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  r e c e n t l y ,  v i o l e n c e  h a s  become an 

i m p o r t a n t  t o p i c  o f  s c h o l a r l y  a n d  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n .  S e v e r a l  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  h a v e  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  A m er ic an  

p h i l o s o p h e r  Je rom e  A. S h a f f e r .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  

s h o c k i n g  i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  s u c h  a s  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  Kennedys  and  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K in g ,  J r . ,  t h e  M y la i  m a s s a c r e ,  

and  t h e  k i l l i n g s  on t h e  K ent  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  an d  J a c k s o n  

S t a t e  C o l l e g e  cam puses ;  s e c o n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  g ro w in g  p u b l i c  

d o u b t s  a b o u t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  v i o l e n c e  s u c h  a s  t h e  d e a t h  

p e n a l t y ;  an d ,  t h i r d ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  b e l i e f  by  some i n  t h e  

e f f i c a c y  a n d  ev e n  n e c e s s i t y  o f  v i o l e n c e  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  

d e s i r e d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  A m er ica  i s  h e a d e d ,  S h a f f e r  f e e l s ,  

t o w a rd  a  n a t i o n a l  d e b a t e  on v i o l e n c e . ^  I f  s c h o l a r l y  

p r o d u c t i o n  on t h e  t o p i c  i s  any  g u i d e ,  t h e  d e b a t e  h a s  a l r e a d y  

b e g u n .  H i s t o r i a n  M i l t o n  M. K l e i n ,  i n  a 1973 a r t i c l e  t i t l e d

^Je rom e  A. S h a f f e r ,  e d . , V i o l e n c e : Award W inn ing
E s s a y s  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  S t u d i e s  C o m p e t i t i o n  
(New Y o r k : D av id  McKay Co. ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p . 2~



"The  Face  o f  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r ic a :  A H i s t o r i c a l

P e r s p e c t i v e , "  h a s  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  1968 o n l y  t e n  b o o k s  on

v i o l e n c e  w e re  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h e r e a s  by
2

1972 t h e  number  p u b l i s h e d  h a d  r i s e n  t o  s i x t y - s e v e n .

Y e t  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  c o r n u c o p i a  o f

k n o w le d g e ,  b o t h  K l e i n  an d  t h e  l a t e  R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r  o f

Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y  h a v e  d e n i g r a t e d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f

t h e i r  f e l l o w  h i s t o r i a n s .  H o f s t a d t e r  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t

" . . . w e  h a v e  a  r e m a r k a b l e  l a c k  o f  memory w here  ( d o m e s t i c )

v i o l e n c e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  an d  h a v e  l e f t  m o s t  o f  o u r  e x c e s s e s  a

p a r t  o f  o u r  b u r i e d  h i s t o r y .  . . . S h i r k e d  by  o u r  h i s t o r i a n s ,

t h e  s u b j e c t  h a s  b e e n  r e p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n s c i o u s -  
3

n e s s . "  K l e i n  a d d e d  t h a t  " h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s  . . . r e f l e c t  

a  b l a n d n e s s ,  a s o f t e n i n g  o f  t h e  o u t e r  e x t r e m e s  i n  an  e f f o r t  

a t  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  b a l a n c e ,  w h ic h  l e a v e s  t h e  v i o l e n t  

e p i s o d e s  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y  b u r i e d  u n d e r  t h e  m o u n t a i n  o f  words  

d e s c r i b i n g  o u r  more p e a c e f u l  e v o l u t i o n  t o  g r e a t n e s s . " ^

2
M i l t o n  M. K l e i n ,  "The F ace  o f  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m er ica :

A H i s t o r i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e , "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  37 ( O c t o b e r  
1 9 7 3 ) :540 .

3
R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  " R e f l e c t i o n s  on  V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  i n  R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r  a n d  M ic h a e l  W a l l a c e ,  
e d s . ,  A m er ican  V i o l e n c e :  A D ocum en ta ry  H i s t o r y  (New York:
Random House ,  V i n t a g e  B o o k s , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p . 3.

4
K l e i n ,  "The Face  o f  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r ica :  A

H i s t o r i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e , "  p .  541 .



I f  w h a t  t h e s e  men have s a i d  i s  t r u e ,  t h e n  t h e  

t e a c h e r  o f  A m e r ic a n  h i s t o r y  c e r t a i n l y  n e e d s  to  b e  aw are  o f  

i t .  A c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t e n  A m e r ic a n  h i s t o r y  s u r v e y  t e x t ­

b o o k s  r e v e a l s  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  v i o l e n c e  h a s  been  

" b u r i e d , "  i n  t e r m s  o f  b o t h  th e  n u m b er  o f  i n c i d e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  

a n d  t h e  amount  o f  s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  t o  th e  s u b j e c t .  An 

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  as  w e l l  as  c h a r t s  f o r  each  

t e x t  and  one  w h i c h  sum m ar izes  t h e  f i n d i n g s , can b e  found  i n  

t h e  a p p e n d i x .

The g o a l  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

t e a c h e r  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  c l e a r e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  v i o l e n c e  g e n e r a l l y  and o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  

v i o l e n c e  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  T e n n e s s e e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The 

f i r s t  c h a p t e r  w i l l  s u r v e y  th e  v a r i o u s  m o d e l s  and 

e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  v i o l e n c e  w h ich  h a v e  been  s u g g e s t e d  by 

h i s t o r i a n s  a n d  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  S u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s  w i l l  

ex am ine  n o t a b l e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e  i n  

T e n n e s s e e ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  have  b e e n  so p r e v a l e n t  

a n d  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  a  n e g l e c t e d  th e m e  i n  t h e  

s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  and  p r o v i d i n g  r e l i a b l e ,  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t s  

o f  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  w h ich  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  th e  c l a s s r o o m  

t e a c h e r  i n  c o n v e y i n g  t h i s  theme.  I n  no s e n s e  i s  t h i s  s t u d y  

t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a  t e s t  o f  a t h e s i s  a b o u t  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  

u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e
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m o d e ls  a n d  o t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  w i l l  be  s u g g e s t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  t h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r .

B e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f i n e  w h a t  i s

m e a n t  by " n o t a b l e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e . "  To

d e t e r m i n e  " n o t a b l e  i n c i d e n t s "  two c r i t e r i a  w i l l  b e  em ployed  

on an  e i t h e r / o r  b a s i s .  The i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  m u s t  a p p e a r  i n  

one o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s u r v e y s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r y , ^  w h ic h  

w o u ld  i n c l u d e  s u c h  a f f r a y s  a s  J a c k s o n  v e r s u s  S e v i e r  ( 1 8 0 3 ) ,  

D i c k i n s o n  ( 1 8 0 6 ) ,  an d  t h e  B e n to n s  ( 1 8 1 3 ) ;  H o u s t o n ' s  d u e l  

w i t h  G e n e r a l  W h i te  ( 1 8 2 6 ) ;  and  t h e  C oop e r -C arm ack  k i l l i n g  

( 1 9 0 8 ) ;  o r  one  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  v i o l e n c e  m u s t  be

n o t a b l e  enough  t o  be  i n c l u d e d  i n  one o f  t h e  s u r v e y s  f o r  some

o t h e r  r e a s o n .  Examples  o f  t h i s  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  N a th an  B e d f o r d  

F o r r e s t  who k i l l e d  A. W i l l s  Gould  (1863)  an d  J o s e p h  A. Mabry 

who t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  Thomas O 'C o n n e r  (1882)  i n

w h ic h  he  h i m s e l f  was k i l l e d .

"U pper  c l a s s "  i s  an  i l l u s i v e  c o n c e p t .  I t  w i l l  be 

u s e d  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t o  d e n o t e  men o f  s t a n d i n g  an d  

i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  com m uni ty .  B r o a d l y ,  t h e  t e r m  i s  u s e d  

i n  t h e  same s e n s e  a s  t h e  c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t i t l e  o f  L e o n a r d

^ P h i l i p  M. Hamer, e d . , T e n n e s s e e :  A H i s t o r y ,  1 6 7 3 -
1 9 3 2 , 4 v o l s . (New York:  A m er ica n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,
1 9 3 3 ) ;  S t a n l e y  J .  F o lm sb e e ,  R o b e r t  E. C o r le w ,  an d  Enoch L.
M i t c h e l l ,  H i s t o r y  o f  T e n n e s s e e , 4 v o l s .  ( C h ic a g o :  Lewis
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 0 ) ;  a n d  R o b e r t  E. C o r lew ,  S t a n l e y  J .  
F o lm sb e e ,  a n d  Enoch L. M i t c h e l l ,  T e n n e s s e e :  A S h o r t  H i s t o r y
( K n o x v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ) .
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L. R i c h a r d ' s  " G e n t lem en  o f  P r o p e r t y  a n d  S t a n d i n g " : 

A n t i - A b o l i t i o n  Mobs i n  J a c k s o n i a n  A m e r ic a  ( 1 9 7 0 ) .  

O c c u p a t i o n a l l y ,  S i d n e y  H. A r o n s o n ' s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  

u s e d  a s  a  g u i d e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n .  I t  l i s t s  a s  " h i g h - r a n k i n g "  

s u c h  o c c u p a t i o n s  a s  b a n k e r ,  army o f f i c e r ,  l a w y e r ,  l a n d e d  

g e n t r y ,  and m e r c h a n t .  T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  

e d i t o r s .  A ro n so n  c o n s i d e r s  them " m i d d l e - r a n k i n g "  b u t  n o t e s  

t h a t  t h e i r  s t a t u s  was r i s i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a r e s u l t  

o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  w h ic h  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  

a r t i s a n  p r i n t e r  f ro m  t h e  w r i t e r - e d i t o r . ^ I n  an y  e v e n t ,  

t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  e d i t o r s  w e re  men o f  

i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  com m uni ty .

" V i o l e n c e "  w i l l  be  r e g a r d e d  a s ,  an d  l i m i t e d  t o ,  

p h y s i c a l  e n c o u n t e r s  b e t w e e n  men a rm ed  w i t h  d e a d l y  w eap o n s .  

The v i o l e n c e  m u s t  b e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  by  an y  

k i n d  o f  mob o r  l a r g e  g r o u p .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  

t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  p e r s o n s  w i l l  be  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  

m u s t  be  more o r  l e s s  t a n g e n t i a l .

C.
L e o n a r d  L. R i c h a r d s ,  " G en t lem en  o f  P r o p e r t y  and  

S t a n d i n g " :  A n t i - A b o l i t i o n  Mobs i n  J a c k s o n i a n  A m er ica  (New
Y o r k : O x f o rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1970)  .

^ S id n e y  H. A r o n s o n ,  S t a t u s  a n d  K i n s h i p  i n  t h e  H i g h e r  
C i v i l  S e r v i c e :  S t a n d a r d s  o f  S e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n s  o f  J o h n  Adams, Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  an d  Andrew J a c k s o n  
( C a m b r id g e : H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p p . 8 8 -9 3 .



CHAPTER I

A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE RELATING TO 

VIOLENCE AND AGGRESSION

The f i r s t  g o a l  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t o  a c q u a i n t  

t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  

v i o l e n c e  and  a g g r e s s i o n  w h i c h  h av e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  by  

h i s t o r i a n s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  L a t e r  c h a p t e r s  w i l l  

p r e s e n t  c a s e  s t u d i e s  o f  s e l e c t e d  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  

v i o l e n c e  i n  T e n n e s s e e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  f i r s t  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  s o u t h e r n  a n d  u p p e r  

c l a s s  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e n  ex am ine  t h e  m a j o r  t h e o r i e s  o f  

a g g r e s s i o n  o f f e r e d  by t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s . ^  The u l t i m a t e  

p u r p o s e  i s  an  h i s t o r i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  c a s e  

s t u d i e s  w h ic h  em ploys  t h o s e  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  

w h ic h  seem b e s t  a b l e  to  e x p l a i n  th em .

The t o p i c  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  i s  a 

s u b s u m p t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  two q u e s t i o n s :  f i r s t ,  w h a t  w ere  t h e

■*"0n t h e  e n d u r i n g  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  h i s t o r y  i s  an  
a r t  o r  a  s c i e n c e ,  h i s t o r i a n  Boyd C. S h a f e r  h a s  w r i t t e n :  
" H i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  may be  s u i  g e n e r i s , n e i t h e r  a r t  n o r  
s c i e n c e .  I t  i s  b o t h .  . . . "  Q u o te d  i n  J o s e p h  S. Roucek ,  
e d . , The T e a c h i n g  o f  H i s t o r y  (New Y ork :  P h i l o s o p h i c a l
L i b r a r y ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  136.
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c a u s e s  o f  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  g e n e r a l l y ,  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  w hat  

were ,  m ore  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h a t  g e n t l e m a n l y
2

combat m o s t  o b v i o u s l y  m a n i f e s t  a s  t h e  d u e l  o r  p s e u d o  due l?  

These q u e s t i o n s  a r e  n o t  c l e a r l y  d i s c r e t e ,  y e t  i t  s eem s  t h a t ,  

w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y  a n d  i g n o r a n c e  and w i t h  t h e  

a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  c o d e  o f  c h i v a l r y ,  t h o s e  f a c t o r s  

t h a t  c a u s e d  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  a l s o  c a u s e d  g e n t l e m a n l y  

v i o l e n c e .

The h i s t o r i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  f a l l s  

i n t o  t h r e e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s :  b e f o r e  1960 when the

m a j o r i t y  o f  w o r k s  found i n d i g e n o u s  c a u s e s ;  1 961-1969  when 

w r i t e r s  b e g a n  t o  d e t e c t  n o r t h e r n  c a u s e s ;  a n d  s i n c e  1969 when 

th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  S h e ld o n  H ackney  s t i m u l a t e d  

more c a t h o l i c  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  e f f o r t s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

phenomenon.  T h ro u g h o u t  a l l  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s t u d y  one 

n o t i c e s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  o p t i m i s m .  Nowhere i s  v i o l e n c e  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e v i l n e s s  o f  human n a t u r e  o r  t o  i n s t i n c t u a l  

d r i v e s ;  i n  a l l  c a s e s  man i s  v i o l e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

f o r c e s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s .  As M ic h a e l  W a l l a c e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  

A m er ican s  t e n d  t o  f o r g e t  v i o l e n c e ,  g l o s s  o v e r  i t ,  o r  ex c u se  

i t  a s  a  t e m p o r a r y  i r r a t i o n a l  a b b e r a t i o n ,  w h e r e a s  E u ro p e a n  

s c h o l a r s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  a s  p u r p o s i v e  a n d

2
"P se u d o  d u e l"  i s  t h e  a p t  t e r m  u s e d  by H. C. 

B r e a r l e y ,  i n  "T h e  P a t t e r n  o f  V i o l e n c e , "  i n  C u l t u r e  o f  t h e  
S o u t h , e d .  W. T .  Couch ( C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1935) ,  p p .  6 8 7 -8 8 .  One man sends  w o rd  to  
a n o t h e r  t o  " w a t c h  o u t "  a n d / o r  " l e a v e  th e  c o u n t r y . "  They 
th e n  a r m  t h e m s e l v e s  and s h o o t  i t  o u t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  c h a n c e  
m e e t i n g .
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3
r a t i o n a l .  I n  any e v e n t ,  on e  does  d i s c e r n  a n  A m er ican

c o n s e n s u s  o n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c a u s e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  on

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man.

I t  m u s t  be e m p h a s i z e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h i s  p a p e r

d o e s  n o t  p u r p o r t  t o  b e  a  q u a n t i t a t i v e  o r  a c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y

o f  v i o l e n c e .  The w r i t e r  d o es  n o t  w i s h  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e

S o u t h  was t h e  most v i o l e n t  a r e a  i n  t h e  w o r ld  o r  even  i n  t h e

c o u n t r y ;  i n  f a c t ,  a s  R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r  has  w r i t t e n ,

A m e r ica n  v i o l e n c e  h a s  been  u r b a n  i n  n a t u r e ,  a n d  r i o t s  h a v e
4

b e e n  i t s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  form.  T h i s  p a p e r  d o e s  s e e k  n e x t  to  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  h i s t o r i a n s  have u s e d  to  e x p l a i n  

s o u t h e r n  and  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e  a n d  l a t e r  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  

a n a l y z e  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  phenomenon i n  T e n n e s s e e .

The m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  o f f e r e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  b o t h  

v i o l e n c e  a n d  d u e l l i n g  i s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  and i t s  a t t e n d a n t

3M ic h a e l  W a l l a c e ,  "The Uses o f  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r ic a n  
H i s t o r y , "  The A m er ican  S c h o l a r  40 ( W i n te r  1 9 7 0 - 7 1 ) :81.

4
R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  " R e f l e c t i o n s  on V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  i n  R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r  and  M i c h a e l  W a l l a c e ,  
e d s  . , A m er ican  V i o l e n c e :  A D o c u m e n ta ry  H i s t o r y  (New Y o r k :
Random H ouse , V in t a g e  Books, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  12 -13 .  He a l s o  
p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  a n d  m o s t  c a l c u l a t i n g  o f  
k i l l e r s  i s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e ,  and  t h i s  i s  t r u e  n o t  o n l y  i n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a rs ,  b u t  i n  d o m e s t i c  c o n f l i c t s . "  He n o t e s  
t h a t  " t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o f  S t a l i n ' s  t e r r o r  . . . a r e  e s t i m a t e d  
a t  a b o u t  t w e n t y  m i l l i o n "  and t h a t  t h e  " N a z i s '  g e n o c i d a l  
m a n i a "  c l a i m e d  " s i x  m i l l i o n  o r  more J e w i s h  v i c t i m s . "  I b i d . ,  
p p .  6 - 7 .
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c o n d i t i o n s . ^  At  t i m e s  h i s t o r i a n s  r e f e r  t o  s i m p l y  " t h e

f r o n t i e r " ; i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  one f i n d s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o

p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t s  o f  s o u t h e r n  l i f e  t h a t  s t r o n g l y  im p ly  a

f r o n t i e r  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The l a t t e r  g r o u p  i n c l u d e s  su c h
7

t h i n g s  a s  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y
g

s y s t e m  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  law a n d  o r d e r ,  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e

F o r  an e x c e l l e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  how f r o n t i e r  v i o l e n c e  
h a s  b e e n  p i c t u r e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s e e  R i c h a r d  S l o t k i n ,  
R e g e n e r a t i o n  T h ro u g h  V i o l e n c e :  The M y th o lo g y  o f  t h e
A m e r ic a n  F r o n t i e r 1600-1860  ( M id d le to w n ,  Conn.  *. We s l e y  an  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 ) ;  f o r  a s i m i l a r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  d u e l l i n g ,  
s e e  Guy A. C a r d w e l l ,  "The D ue l  i n  t h e  O ld  S o u t h :  Crux  o f  a
C o n c e p t , "  The S o u th  A t l a n t i c  Q u a r t e r l y  66 ( W i n t e r  1 9 6 1 ) : 5 0 -  
69 .

z:
C h a r l e s  S. Sydnor ,  "The S o u t h e r n e r  a n d  t h e  L a w s ,"  

The J o u r n a l  o f  S o u t h e r n  H i s t o r y  6 ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 0 ) :1 4 ;  Thomas 
D. C l a r k ,  The Rampaging F r o n t i e r :  M anners  an d  Humors o f
P i o n e e r  Days i n  t h e  S o u th  an d  M id d le  West  (New York :  Bobbs-
M e r r i l l  C o . ,  1939; r e p r i n t  e d . , B l o o m i n g t o n : I n d i a n a
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  193; W. J .  C ash ,  The Mind o f  t h e  
S o u th  (New York:  A l f r e d  A. Knopf ,  1 9 4 1 ) ,  p p .  4 2 - 4 3 ;  John
Hope F r a n k l i n ,  The M i l i t a n t  S o u th ,  1 8 0 0 -1 8 6 1  (New York:  
Beacon  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p^ 25; S h e ld o n  H ack n ey ,  " S o u t h e r n  
V i o l e n c e , "  i n  The H i s t o r y  o f  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a :
H i s t o r i c a l  an d  C o m p a ra t iv e  P e r s p e c t i v e s "  e d s . Hugh D av is  
Graham an d  Ted R o b e r t  G urr  (New Y ork :  F r e d e r i c k  A. P r a e g e r ,
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  505;  Marcus  C u n l i f f e ,  S o l d i e r s  a n d  C i v i l i a n s : The
M a r t i a l  S p i r i t  i n  A m er ica ,  1775-TB65 ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown
an d  Co. , 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  358;  J o e  B. F r a n t z ,  "The F r o n t i e r  
T r a d i t i o n :  An I n v i t a t i o n  t o  V i o l e n c e , "  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a ,
e d s .  Graham and  G u r r ,  p a s s i m ;  and  A r t h u r  F. H o w in g to n ,  
" V i o l e n c e  i n  Alabama:  A S tu d y  o f  L a t e  A n t e - B e l l u m
M o n tg o m e ry ,"  The Alabama Review 27 ( J u l y  1 9 7 4 ) :2 3 1 .

^ F r a n k l i n ,  M i l i t a n t  S o u t h , p .  66 .
g

J o h n  D r a y t o n ,  A View o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  a s  R e s p e c t s  
Her  N a t u r a l  and  C i v i l  C o n ce rn s  ( C h a r l e s t o n :  W. P.  Young,
1802;  r e p r i n t  e d . , S p a r t a n b u r g ,  S . C . :  The R e p r i n t  C o . ,
1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  221.
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9 10o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  w e a p o n s ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y
11o f  b r a v e r y  an d  p h y s i c a l  c o u r a g e ,  o r  s i m p l y  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s

12o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  A n o t h e r  v i e w  o f  f r o n t i e r  v i o l e n c e  i s

p r e s e n t e d  by W. Eugene  H o l l o n  who h a s  r e c e n t l y  w r i t t e n  t h a t

" t h e  f r o n t i e r  d e s e r v e s  no  more c r e d i t  o r  b lam e f o r  A m e r ica n

v i o l e n c e  t h a n  d o e s  C a in  f o r  k i l l i n g  h i s  b r o t h e r  A b e l  w h ic h
13b e g a n  t h e  w h o le  p r o c e s s . "  H is  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  

v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  was m e r e l y  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

g e n e r a l  A m er ican  p r o c l i v i t y  f o r  v i o l e n c e  and  was n o t  i t s e l f  

a  cause  o f  v i o l e n c e .

W h e th e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  was a  c a u s e  o r  a  sh o w case  o f  

Am erican  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t h e r e  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e a l .  

An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  U .S .  Census  O f f i c e ,  M o r t a l i t y  

S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  S e v e n t h  C en su s ,  1 8 5 0 , shows t h a t  t h e  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  d y i n g  who d i e d  by  guns  was more t h a n  100 

t i m e s  g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  M in n e s o t a  t e r r i t o r y  t h a n  i n  Maine o r

^Cash ,  Mind o f  t h e  S o u t h , p .  31 .

" ^ P h i l i p  D. J o r d a n ,  "The W e a r in g  o f  Weapons i n  t h e  
W es te rn  C o u n t r y , "  The F i l s o n  Club  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  42 
( J u l y  1 9 6 8 ) : 2 0 6 - 2 0 9 ;  R o l l i n  G. O s t e r w e i s ,  R o m a n t i c i s m  and  
N a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  Old  S o u t h  (New H a v e n : Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s , 1949;  r e p r i n t  e d . , G l o u c e s t e r ,  M a s s . :  P e t e r  S m i th ,
19 6 4 ) ,  p .  97.

■ ^Frank  E. V a n d i v e r ,  "The S o u t h e r n e r  a s  E x t r e m i s t , "  
i n  The I d e a  o f  t h e  S o u t h :  P u r s u i t  o f  a  C e n t r a l  Theme, e d .
F ra n k  E . V a n d i v e r  ( C h i c a g o : U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ic a g o  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  44.

^ ^ F r a n k l i n ,  M i l i t a n t  S o u t h , p .  3.
13W. Eugene  H o l l o n ,  F r o n t i e r  V i o l e n c e :  A n o t h e r  Look 

(New York: O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y - P r e s s ’  ̂ 1974)  , p . 215 .
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Vermont  ( . 0 3 4  v e r s u s  . 0 0 0 3 ) .  The t w e l v e  s t a t e s  and

t e r r i t o r i e s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e s  d y i n g  b y  t h e  gun

w e r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  e i t h e r  w e s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  o r  s o u t h

o f  t h e  M ason-D ixon  l i n e .  C o n t r a r i w i s e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s

o f  V i r g i n i a  an d  M a ry la n d ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n  l e a s t  l i k e l y
14p l a c e s  t o  g e t  k i l l e d  was i n  e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  p l a c e s .

The s e c o n d  m o s t  p o p u l a r  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a  many

f a c e t e d  o n e :  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  an d  o f t e n ,  c o n c u r r e n t l y ,

s l a v e r y  a n d  t h e  N eg ro .  For  s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e

o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e

o f  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u th  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r

p e r i o d  h a d  t e c h n i c a l l y  p a s s e d . ^  B ec au se  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n

s y s t e m ,  v i o l e n c e  was g i v e n  a  r enew ed  l e a s e  on l i f e .  A l s o ,

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m  Negro s l a v e r y  became t h e

f o r c e  i t  d i d  i n  t h e  S o u th .  A l th o u g h  W. J .  Cash  h a s  w r i t t e n

o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  and h e d o n i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  N egro  on  t h e

s o u t h e r n  w h i t e  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e d  a  r o u g h  and  t u m b l e ,  " h e l l - o f -
1 f\a - f e l l o w "  a t t i t u d e ,  m os t  h i s t o r i a n s  a g r e e  w i t h  J o h n  Hope 

F r a n k l i n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  t e n d e d

14 U .S .  Census  O f f i c e ,  M o r t a l i t y  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  
S e v e n t h  Census  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  1 8 5 0 .

^ C a s h ,  Mind o f  t h e  S o u t h , pp .  4 2 - 4 3 .

16Ibid., pp. 49-51.
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t o  c r e a t e  a  t y r a n n y  i n  t h e  S o u th  and  h a d  much m ore  s e r i o u s
17e f f e c t s  on v i o l e n c e  t h a n  Cash i m p l i e s .

P l a n t a t i o n s  p e r p e t u a t e d  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  g a v e

t h e i r  ow ners  a  s e n s e  o f  pow er ,  n u r t u r e d  myths  o f  c h i v a l r y

a n d  t h e  c o d e  o f  h o n o r  ( r e l e v a n t  e s p e c i a l l y  to  g e n t l e m e n ) ,

a n d  w ere  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n s

a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m ic ,  and c u l t u r a l  way

o f  l i f e  b a s e d ,  a t  t h e  t o p  a t  l e a s t ,  on s l a v e r y .  I t  i s  m o s t

l i k e l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  c u l t u r e  one f i n d s

t h e  s i n e  q u a  non  o f  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  d u e l .

I n  t h e  p r e - 1 9 6 0  c a t e g o r y  t h e r e  r e m a i n  o n l y  a few

l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  d i s c u s s e d  f a c t o r s .  Cash and  B r e a r l e y  f e l t

t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n  e f f e c t ,

s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a s p e c t s  o f  s o u t h e r n  l i f e  by

c a u s i n g  a  b re a k d o w n  o f  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l e g a l

p r o c e d u r e s  and  f o r c i n g  a  r e t u r n  t o  a " e v e r y  man f o r  h i m s e l f "  
18a t t i t u d e .  J o h n  T. G ra v e s  a d v o c a t e d  a  p o v e r t y  and

19i g n o r a n c e  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d ,  p r e s a g i n g  a  l a t e r  a r g u m e n t ,

■ ^ F r a n k l i n ,  M i l i t a n t  S o u t h , pp .  6 6 -7 0 ;  V a n d i v e r ,
"The  S o u t h e r n e r  a s  E x t r e m i s t , "  p .  44; B r e a r l e y ,  "The P a t t e r n  
o f  V i o l e n c e , "  p .  692; W a l l a c e ,  "The Uses o f  V i o l e n c e , "  p .
83; F r a n c i s  B. S im k in s ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h , 3 r d  e d .  (New 
York :  A l f r e d  A. Knopf ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p . 135; a n d  John  S h e ld o n  Reed,
"To L i v e - - a n d  D i e - - i n  D i x i e :  A C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  S t u d y  o f
S o u t h e r n  V i o l e n c e , "  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  Q u a r t e r l y  86 
( S e p te m b e r  1 9 7 1 ) : 4 3 0 .

1 8
C ash ,  Mind o f  t h e  S o u t h , p .  1 13 ;  B r e a r l e y ,  "The  

P a t t e r n  o f  V i o l e n c e , "  p p .  689, 6 $ 2 .
19 J o h n  Temple G r a v e s ,  The F i g h t i n g  S o u th  (New Y ork :

G. P .  P u t n a m 's  S o n s ,  1 9 4 3 ) ,  pp~ 6 - 7 .
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Clem ent  E a to n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  c a u s e  o f  mob v i o l e n c e  was

t h e  s t r o n g  p o p u l a r  e x c i t e m e n t  c a u s e d  by  t h e  a n t i s l a v e r y  
20c o n t r o v e r s y .

Between  1960 and  1969 when S h e ld o n  H a c k n e y ' s

" S o u t h e r n  V i o l e n c e "  a p p e a r e d ,  E a t o n ,  V a n d i v e r ,  and  Hackney

b e g a n  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  n o r t h e r n  " a g g r e s s i o n "  c o n t r i b u t e d  to

s o u t h e r n  m i l i t a n c y .  The a n t i - s l a v e  c r u s a d e  a r o u s e d  " v i o l e n t
21r e s e n t m e n t "  i n  t h e  S o u th  a c c o r d i n g  t o  E a t o n .  V a n d i v e r  saw

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  an " o f f e n s i v e - d e f e n s i v e  m echan ism "  t h a t

b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  V i r g i n i a  a n d  K e n tu c k y  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  grew,

i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  s l a v e r y ,  to  become t h e  m o s t  c o n s t a n t  theme
22o f  s o u t h e r n  h i s t o r y .  S o u t h e r n e r s  became a c c u s t o m e d  to

r e s p o n d i n g  v i g o r o u s l y  an d  v i o l e n t l y  t o  t h r e a t s .  Hackney

a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e  S o u th  d e v e l o p e d  a  " t r a d i t i o n a l  d e f e n s i v e
23m e n t a l i t y  . . .  a  s e n s e  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n . "  Under  t h e s e

c o n d i t i o n s  v i o l e n c e  s h o u l d  n o t  come a s  a  s u r p r i s e .

H a c k n e y ' s  a r t i c l e ,  " S o u t h e r n  V i o l e n c e , "  i s  n o t

d e f i n i t i v e ,  b u t ,  a s  John  S. Reed h a s  w r i t t e n ,  i t  i s  " b y  f a r
2 4*t h e  m os t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  t o p i c  t o  d a t e . "  

Hackney i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  two t h i n g s - - t h e  c a u s e s  o f  s o u t h e r n

20 C lem en t  E a to n ,  The F reedom  o f  T h o u g h t  S t r u g g l e  i n  
t h e  Old S o u th  (New York: H a rp e r  a n d  Row, 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p . 354 .

2 1 I b i d . ,  p .  36.
22 V a n d iv e r ,  "The S o u t h e r n e r  a s  E x t r e m i s t , "  p p .  4 6 - 4 7 .
23 S h e ld o n  Hackney,  "The S o u t h  a s  a  C o u n t e r c u l t u r e , "  

A m e r ic an  S c h o l a r  42 ( S p r i n g  1 9 7 3 ) : 2 8 6 .

2 ^Reed,  "To L i v e - - a n d  D i e - - i n  D i x i e , "  p .  429 .
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v i o l e n c e  an d ,  more t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  t h e  c u r i o u s  p r o c l i v i t y  o f

s o u t h e r n e r s  t o  commit h o m i c i d e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u i c i d e .  Why,

he  w a n t s  t o  know, do h i g h  m u rd e r  and low  s u i c i d e  r a t e s
25c o n s t i t u t e  a  d i s t i n c t l y  s o u t h e r n  p a t t e r n  o f  v i o l e n c e ?  He 

c o n s i d e r s  e l e v e n  t h e o r i e s  an d  v a r i a t i o n s  on them a n d  e i t h e r  

r e j e c t s  them  a l t o g e t h e r  o r  d i s m i s s e s  th em  as  b e i n g  o f  l i t t l e  

p r e d i c t i v e  v a l u e . ^

Among t h e  t h e o r i e s  w h i c h  he r e j e c t s  and h i s  r e a s o n s ,  

i n  b r i e f ,  a r e :  (1)  t h e  h i g h  r a t e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  among N eg ro e s

who a r e  so  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  S o u t h - - b u t ,  i f  th e  N eg ro  i s  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s u b t r a c t e d ,  t h e  w h i t e  r a t e s  a r e  s t i l l  above 

t h e  n a t i o n a l  norm; (2)  t h e  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  l o w e r  s t a t u s  

o c c u p a t i o n s - - n o ,  i t  i s  n o t  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ;  (3) a g r i c u l t u r a l  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  S o u t h - - n o ,  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  l e s s  v i o l e n t  

t h a n  u r b a n  o n e s ;  (4 )  p o v e r t y - - p o v e r t y  a l o n e  can n o t  e x p l a i n  

h o m i c i d e  r a t e s ;  (5)  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n - - n o , 

s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  n o t  b e a r  t h i s  o u t ;  (6)  D u rk h e im ’ s 

t h e o r y  o f  a n o m i e , a  f e e l i n g  o f  n o r m l e s s n e s s  and e s t r a n g e -  

m e n t - - n o ,  t h e  S o u th  i s  t o o  homogeneous;  a n d  (7) t h e  o p p o s i t e  

t h e o r y  o f  Lewis  C o s e r  t h a t  t h e  c l o s e r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

25 Hackney,  " S o u t h e r n  V i o l e n c e , "  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , 
e d s .  Graham and G u r r ,  p a s s i m .  F r e u d  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  e x p l a i n  
t h a t  s o u t h e r n  E ro s  m u s t  be  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  T h a n a t o s .

26 R i g h t l y ,  Hackney does  n o t  ev en  c o n s i d e r  
B e r t e l s o n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  s o u t h e r n e r s  w e r e  so m e t im es  
v i o l e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  l a z y .  David  
B e r t e l s o n ,  The Lazy  S o u th  (New York:  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  1 0 9 - 1 0 .
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t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  v i o l e n c e - - n o , c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  make 

v i o l e n c e  more i n t e n s e ,  n o t  more f r e q u e n t .

Hackney c o n f r o n t s  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  

h y p o t h e s i s  ( w h i c h  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r )  

b u t  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  can  n o t  p r e d i c t  w h e t h e r  a 

f r u s t r a t e d  p e r s o n  w i l l  v e n t  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  on  h i m s e l f  

( s u i c i d e )  o r  o n  o t h e r s  ( h o m i c i d e ) . The h a b i t  o f  c a r r y i n g  

guns i s ,  he f e e l s ,  a  c h i c k e n - o r - t h e - e g g  q u e s t i o n  and n o t  

r e a l l y  v e r y  u s e f u l .  He r e j e c t s  C a s h ' s  Negro n o t i o n s  

(hedon ism  and r o m a n t i c i s m )  b u t  f i n d s  m e r i t  i n  h i s  i d e a  t h a t  

t h e  f r o n t i e r  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  N egro  mean s o m e t h i n g ;  

he i s  a l s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  

m igh t  b e  b e s t  e x p l a i n e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  a s  Cash s u g g e s t s .  

Hackney has  t h u s  c o m p l e t e d  th e  c i r c l e .

The c o n t r a r y  t h e s i s  t o  t h e  one o f  w h i t e  d o m i n a t i o n

o f  b l a c k  i s  F r a n z  F a n o n ' s  i d e a  o f  s u b s e r v i a n c e , o f  t h e  S o u th

as  an o p p r e s s e d  c o l o n i a l  r e g i o n ;  and  so  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  i s

b u t  y e t  a n o t h e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l i a r  p a t t e r n  o f
27c o l o n i a l s  " t a k i n g  i t  o u t "  on t h e i r  f e l l o w  c o l o n i a l s .

While  Hackney s e e m s  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  

v a l i d  f o r  t r u e  c o l o n i a l  p e o p l e s  i n  A f r i c a  o r  A s i a ,  i t  d o e s  

n o t  h o l d  up i n  N o r t h - S o u t h  r e l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

c o n f l i c t  was n o t  g r e a t  enough  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  u s u a l  l o s s  o f  

s e l f - e s t e e m ,  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  

and t h e  c y c l e  o f  s e l f - c r i p p l i n g  b e h a v i o r .

27
H a c k n e y ,  " S o u t h e r n  V i o l e n c e , "  p p .  3 9 9 -4 0 0 .
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The m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  a v e n u e  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e

c a u s e s  o f  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e  i s  t h a t  w h ic h  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on

t h e  s o u t h e r n  w o r l d  v i e w .  Hackney s t a t e s  t h a t  a  s i e g e

m e n t a l i t y  has  d e v e l o p e d .  T h i s  v ie w  " d e f i n e s  t h e  s o c i a l ,

p o l i t i c a l ,  and p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  h o s t i l e  and  c a s t s  t h e

w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p a s s i v e  v i c t i m  o f
28m a l e v o l e n t  f o r c e s . "  T h i s  n e g a t i v e  o u t l o o k  i s  t h e  r e s u l t

o f  t h e  u n - A m e r ic a n  s o u t h e r n  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  g u i l t ,  d e f e a t ,

a n d  p o v e r t y ,  a s  C. Vann Woodward e x p l a i n e d ,  an d ,

c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s l y ,  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c a u s e  t h e

c h i l d r e n  t o  h a v e  a  p a r a n o i d a l  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n -  
29

m e n t .  I t  i s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  an d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  who

m u s t  j o i n  f o r c e s  i f  t h e  u n i q u e  p a t t e r n  o f  s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e

i s  t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d .

A s o c i o l o g i s t ,  Jo h n  S h e ld o n  Reed, h a s  come f o r t h

w i t h  a  r e c e n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  He w a n ts  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e

S o u t h ' s  l a g  i n  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  o r

e d u c a t i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  " p e c u l i a r l y  s o u t h e r n
30d i s p o s i t i o n  to  u s e  f o r c e .  . . Em ploy ing  a  " t e s t - f a c t o r

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n "  w h ich  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  rem oves  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  

h e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e y  can  n o t  s t a n d  a s  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s .  He a l s o  

f i n d s  t h a t  s o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  own guns  an d  t h a t ,

2 8 I b i d . , p .  4 0 1 .

2 9 I b i d . , p .  4 00 .
30

Reed, "To L i v e - - a n d  D i e - - i n  D i x i e , "  p .  4 3 0 .
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i n  1946 a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  u s e  o f  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  on c h i l d r e n
31was more w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e  S o u th  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e .

I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we a r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  p o i n t  

w h e re  a  s c h o l a r  may so o n  b e  a b l e  t o  w r i t e  " Quod e r a t  

d em ons t randum " an d  so c o n c l u d e  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  

s o u t h e r n  v i o l e n c e .  I n  f a c t ,  we may b e  j u s t  e n t e r i n g  a  w h o le  

new p h a s e  o f  t h e  s e a r c h .  Y e t ,  i f  t h e  r e a l m s  t o  be  e x p l o r e d  

c a n  b e  a g r e e d  u p o n ,  we may w e l l  be  d r a w in g  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  

c o n s e n s u s .

T h a t  w i t h i n  a  g i v e n  g e n e r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  d i f f e r e n t  

c l a s s e s  o f  p e o p l e  m i g h t  b e h a v e  d i f f e r e n t l y  i s  n o t  a  new 

i d e a .  I n  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  B.C.  A r i s t o t l e  w r o t e :

Now i n  e v e r y  s t a t e  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s :  one
c l a s s  i s  v e r y  r i c h ,  a n o t h e r  v e r y  p o o r ,  and  a t h i r d  i s  
mean.  . . . But  he  who g r e a t l y  e x c e l s  i n  b e a u t y ,
s t r e n g t h ,  b i r t h  o r  w e a l t h ,  o r  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  who i s  
v e r y  p o o r ,  o r  v e r y  weak . . . f i n d s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f o l l o w  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e .  Of t h e s e  two t h e  one s o r t  
grow i n t o  v i o l e n t  an d  g r e a t  c r i m i n a l s ,  t h e  o t h e r s  i n t o  
r o g u e s  an d  p e t t y  r a s c a l s .  And two s o r t s  o f  o f f e n s e s  
c o r r e s p o n d  t o  them,  t h e  one c o m m i t t e d  f rom  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e  
o t h e r  f ro m  r o g u e r y .  . . . (F o r  t h e  r i c h )  t h e  e v i l  b e g i n s  
a t  hom e; f o r  when t h e y  a r e  b o y s , by  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  l u x u r y  
i n  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  b r o u g h t  up ,  t h e y  n e v e r  l e a r n ,  e v e n  a t  
s c h o o l ,  t h e  h a b i t  o f  o b e d i e n c e . 32

^ I b i d .  , p p .  441 ,  4 3 3 - 3 6 .
32 A r i s t o t l e ,  The B a s i c  Works o f  A r i s t o t l e , e d .  

R i c h a r d  McKeon, P o l i t i c s  (New York:  Random House,  1 9 4 1 ) .
p .  1220.
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More r e c e n t l y  Eugene  G e n o v e se  h a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e
33" w o r l d  o u t l o o k s  o f  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s .  . .

One p e c u l i a r  a t t r i b u t e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  was t h e  

d u e l  o r  p se u d o  d u e l .  The e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  h a v e  b e e n  

s e v e r a l ,  b u t ,  a s  w i t h  v i o l e n c e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  

be  a  common g round  o f  a g r e e m e n t - - t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m .  I t s  

p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  l a w l e s s n e s s ,  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  and  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c o d e  o f  h o n o r  l i e s  a t  t h e  

h e a r t  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  t h e o r i e s .  I f  t h i s  may be  g r a n t e d ,  

a t t e n t i o n  can  be t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  co d e  i t s e l f .

C h a r l e s  S. S y d n o r  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d u e l i n g  

was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c e r t a i n  ( u n d e f i n e d )  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p l a n t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  

t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  h e r i t a g e s . C i t i n g  t h e  w orks  o f  

o t h e r s ,  he  fo u n d  f i v e  E u r o p e a n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s :  f i r s t ,  t h e

i d e a s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  and  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h  g e n t r y  who w ere  b r o u g h t  i n t o  

V i r g i n i a  an d  t h e  C a r o l i n a s ;  s e c o n d ,  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  p u n c t i l i o  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  

t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ;  t h i r d ,  r em em brance  o f  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  b a l l a d s ;  

f o u r t h ,  t h e  r o m a n t i c  n o v e l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f  S i r  W a l t e r  

S c o t t ;  an d ,  f i f t h ,  t h e  e f f o r t s  by  t h e  p l a n t e r s  t o  e m u l a t e  

t h e  m an n e rs  o f  t h e i r  l e g e n d a r y  a r i s t o c r a t i c  E u r o p e a n

33 Eugene D. G en o v ese ,  " M a r x i a n  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  S l a v e  S o u t h , "  i n  I n  Red a n d  B l a c k :  M a rx ia n  E x p l o r a t i o n s
i n  S o u t h e r n  and  A f ro - A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r y  (New York:  Random 
House ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  338.
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34a n c e s t o r s .  E v i d e n t l y ,  t h e s e  " o r i g i n a l "  e x p l a n a t i o n s  h a v e

s t o o d  t h e  t e s t  o f  t im e  s i n c e  C lem en t  E a t o n  saw f i t  to
35r e i t e r a t e  them i n  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same fo rm  i n  19 6 1 ,  an d

O f .

D a n i e l  B o o r s t i n  a g a i n  i n  1965.

R o l l i n  G. O s t e r w e i s  e l a b o r a t e s  o n  t h e  theme o f  

c h i v a l r y  an d  r o m a n t i c i s m  an d ,  w h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  l o c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  w ould  m o d i fy  t h e  p r a c t i c e  somew hat ,  f o u n d  t h a t  

t h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  i d e a s  a n d  t h e  c u l t  o f  h o n o r  

h e l p e d  p r o d u c e  d u e l l i n g .  D u e l l i n g  was t h u s  one m a n i f e s t a ­

t i o n  o f  s o u t h e r n  r o m a n t i c i s m  (he  a l s o  saw t h e  h a n d  o f
37" B o n a p a r t i s t  e x i l e s "  i n  i t )  . B r e a r l e y  an d  F r a n k l i n  c o n c u r

t h a t  i t  was a p a r t  o f  a  b i g g e r  them e;  a n d  t h e y  d e s c r i b e

d u e l l i n g  a s  an o u t g r o w t h  o f  a " f e u d a l  s p i r i t "  w h i c h  was
38c r e a t e d  by  t h e  " s y s t e m . "

I t  r e m a i n s  o n l y  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  c h i e f  c a u s e s  o f  d u e l s  

o r ,  s t a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d .

S y dnor ,  "The S o u t h e r n e r  and t h e  L a w s ,"  pp .  1 3 - 1 4 ;  
t h e r e  i s  n e a r  u n i v e r s a l  a g r e e m e n t  on t h e  E u r o p e a n  o r i g i n s . 
S e e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Thomas P e r k i n s  A b e r n e t h y ,  " S o c i a l  
R e l a t i o n s  and  P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l  i n  t h e  O l d  S o u t h w e s t , "  The 
M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 16 (March 1 9 3 0 ) : 5 3 0 - 3 1 .

35 Clem ent  E a t o n ,  The Growth  o f  S o u t h e r n  C i v i l i z a ­
t i o n ,  1790-1860  (New York!  H a r p e r  and Row, 1961)  , p . 2 T 5 .

O £L

D a n i e l  J .  B o o r s t i n ,  The A m e r i c a n s :  The N a t i o n a l
E x p e r i e n c e  (New Y o rk :  Random H o u s e , 1965)  , p p . 2 0 6 -2 1 2 .

37 O s t e r w e i s ,  R o m a n t i c i s m  and  N a t i o n a l i s m , p .  97 .

" ^ B r e a r l e y ,  "The P a t t e r n  o f  V i o l e n c e , "  p p .  6 8 5 -8 6 ;  
F r a n k l i n ,  M i l i t a n t  S o u t h , pp .  6 3 - 6 4 ,  66.
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C e r t a i n l y ,  many p e o p l e  saw (and  s e e )  o n l y  e v i l  i n  t h e

p r a c t i c e ,  y e t  f o r  Jo h n  D r a y to n

. . . t o  t h i s  [ t h e  d u e l ]  may be  a s c r i b e d  t h e  many f o r e -  
b e a r i n g s ,  w h ic h  t a k e  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  l a s t  e x t r e m i t y ;  a n d  h e n c e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  
p a p e r s  do n o t  teem  w i t h  m u t u a l  s l a n d e r  and p r o v o c a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  p e r s o n s  t o  t h e  d i s g r a c e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  
a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  amusement o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e .  . . .39

He i s  p r o b a b l y  c o r r e c t  t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a

c h a l l e n g e  t o  combat  s e r v e d  as  an  e f f e c t i v e  d e t e r r e n t  to  a

w o u ld - b e  s l a n d e r e r ,  y e t  t h i s  h a r d l y  e x o n e r a t e s  t h e  p r a c t i c e .
40Many a  d u e l  was f o u g h t  o v e r  a t r i v i a l  i n c i d e n t .

I n  i t s  m o s t  i d e a l i z e d  f o r m  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f

d u e l i n g  d i d  w h a t  D r a y t o n  i m p l i e d - - i t  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  h o n o r  a n d

good name o f  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  and h i s  f a m i l y .  F r a n c i s  B.

S im k in s  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  d u e l s  a n d  s h o o t i n g  a f f r a y s  were

" l a r g e l y  p r o m o t e d  by t h e  e x t r e m e  s e n s i t i v e n e s s  w h i c h

s o u t h e r n  men f e l t  t o w a r d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e i r  women.

L e s s  f l a t t e r i n g  i s  F r a n k l i n ' s  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  d u e l  s e r v e d  t o

draw a  b e h a v i o r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  w o u ld -b e  g e n t r y  
42and  o t h e r s .  C a r d w e l l  l o o k s  m ore  to  " u n b r i d l e d  p o l i t i c a l

39 D r a y t o n ,  A View o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a , p .  2 2 1 .

^ C a r d w e l l ,  "The Duel i n  t h e  Old S o u t h , "  p .  67. 
C a r d w e l l  p r e s e n t s  t h e  b e s t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  d u e l .  He a l s o  o f f e r s  a few e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  h i s  own: a  
F r e u d i a n  v ie w  w i t h  t h e  weapon a s  a  p u n i s h i n g  s i g n  o f  
m a s c u l i n i t y ,  a  fo rm  o f  r i t u a l  k i l l i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
p r i m i t i v e  c e r e m o n i e s ,  a n d  t h e  d u e l  as  a  t h o r o u g h l y  m a s c u l i n e  
symbol  o f  dom inance  an d  c o n t r o l .

^■'"Simkins, A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h , p .  14 6 .
/ 0

F r a n k l i n ,  M i l i t a n t  S o u t h , p .  44 .
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a r g u m e n t "  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  c a u s e  o f  t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  

d u e l s . ^

D u e l i n g  n e e d  n o t  be  b e l a b o r e d .  As m e n t i o n e d  

p r e v i o u s l y ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i e d  a r g u m e n t s ,  t h e  

g e n e r a l  c l i m a t e  o f  o p i n i o n  among h i s t o r i a n s  i s  c l e a r  enough  

r e g a r d i n g  p e r s o n a l  co m b a t .  I t  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  f r o n t i e r  

l a w l e s s n e s s ,  com bined  w i t h  p l a n t a t i o n  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  

exam ple  o f  E u r o p e a n  p r a c t i c e .  I t  was p r a c t i c e d  

p r e d o m i n a t e l y  b y  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  an d  t h e  

one w h i c h  f o l l o w e d .  D u e l i n g  h a d  f a d e d  away by  t h e  C i v i l  War 

b u t  t h e  p se u d o  d u e l  l i n g e r e d  on i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .

S o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have  s t r u g g l e d  e x p l i c i t l y  w i t h  a  

q u e s t i o n  w h ich  m o s t  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  h a n d l e d  i m p l i c i t l y :  t h e

q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  human n a t u r e . ^  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

t h e o r i s t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  h a v e  b e en  g r e a t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

w h e t h e r  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  an  i n s t i n c t ,  and  i s  t h u s  b i o l o g i c a l l y  

m a n d a te d  i n  a l l  men, o r  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  m e r e l y  a  l e a r n e d  

b e h a v i o r  r e s p o n s e ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  i t  i s  a n o n - u n i v e r s a l  

p r o d u c t  o f  s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e .  Between t h e s e  p o l e s  i s  t h e  

once  p o p u l a r  f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  w h i c h  h o l d s  

t h a t  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a  " p o s s i b l y  i n n a t e "  r e s p o n s e  t o  

f r u s t r a t i o n .

^ C a r d w e l l ,  "The Duel i n  t h e  Old S o u t h , "  p .  52 .
44 Most h i s t o r i a n s  seem t o  a g r e e  w i t h  W i lh e lm  

D i l t h e y ' s  comment t h a t  "man does  n o t  have  a  n a t u r e ;  man h a s  
a  h i s t o r y . "  Oron  J .  H a l e ,  The G r e a t  I l l u s i o n ,  1 9 0 0 -1 9 1 4  
(New Y o rk :  H a r p e r  and  Row, l 9 7 l ) ,  p .  105.
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The n e a r - u n i v e r s a l  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  m o d e m

s c h o l a r s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  v i o l e n c e  i s  t h e  F r e u d i a n  c o n c e p t  o f

t h e  " d e a t h  w ish "  o r  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t . ^  P u t  s i m p l y ,  F r e u d

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  g o a l  o f  a l l  human l i f e  i s  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f

t e n s i o n  a n d  e x c i t a t i o n  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o  b e  a t  r e s t .

To a c h i e v e  t h i s  e n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  two i n s t i n c t s  w h ic h  a r e  i n

c o n s t a n t  c o m p e t i t i o n :  E r o s , t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t ,  w h ic h  c a n  be

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  s e x u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  and  T h a n a t o s , t h e  d e a t h
46i n s t i n c t ,  w h ich  s e e k s  s u i c i d e .  The Ego an d  S u p e re g o  e x i s t  

t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i n c t s ;  h o w ev e r ,  

human b e h a v i o r  i s  a f f e c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b y  b i o l o g i c a l  

f a c t o r s . ^

P r i o r  t o  t h e  F i r s t  World War F r e u d  h a d  n o t  p a i d  much 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  a g g r e s s i o n ,  an d  i n d e e d  h i s  e a r l y  v ie w s  w e re  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i d e a s  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  and

L e o n a rd  B e r k o w i t z ,  A g g r e s s i o n :  A S o c i a l
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A n a l y s i s  (New York: M cG raw -H i l l ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p p .
3 - 1 1 ;  Edwin I .  Megargee  a n d  J a c k  E .  H okanson ,  e d s . ,  The 
Dynamics  o f  A g g r e s s i o n :  I n d i v i d u a l ,  Group and  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A n a l y s e s  (New Y ork :  H a r p e r  and Row, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p . x i i i , 1 0 - 2 1 .

4-6 Sigmund F re u d ,  Beyond t h e  P l e a s u r e  P r i n c i p l e , 
t r a n s .  James  S t r a c h e y  (L o n d o n : H o g a r t h  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p . 47 .

47 T h a t  F r e u d  was f i r s t  t r a i n e d  a s  a  p h y s i c i a n  t h e n  
t u r n e d  t o  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  i n  p a r t  e x p l a i n s  why " h i s  t h e o r i e s  
o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  a r e  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  b o d i l y  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  
human p h y s i o l o g y . "  Lawrence  S. W r i g h t s m a n ,  S o c i a l  
P s y c h o lo g y  i n  t h e  S e v e n t i e s  (M o n te re y ,  C a l i f . : B r o o k s / C o l e
P u b l i s h i n g  Co. ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  162.
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48a g g r e s s i o n .  The h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  w ar  c o n v i n c e d  h im  t h a t

human v i o l e n c e  m u s t  f l o w  f rom  a d e e p e r  w e l l .  I n  h i s  famous

1932 c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  A l b e r t  E i n s t e i n ,  F r e u d  t o o k  a

H o b b e s ia n  v iew  o f  human n a t u r e  w r i t i n g  t h a t  " i t  i s  a  g e n e r a l

p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  b e tw e e n  men a r e
49s e t t l e d  by t h e  u s e  o f  v i o l e n c e .  ' As c i v i l i z a t i o n  d e v e l o p s  

t h e  v i o l e n c e  (Macht)  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  subsum ed  an d  

c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  com m uni ty ,  a t  w h ic h  p o i n t ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  

i n d i v i d u a l  v i o l e n c e  c e a s e s  t o  b e  a  m a j o r  p r o b le m .  But  m a n ' s  

" i n s t i n c t  f o r  h a t r e d  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n " " ^  m u s t  s t i l l  b e  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  some way.  One p o s s i b i l i t y  w o u ld  b e  t h r o u g h  

v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  o n e s e l f ,  t h a t  i s ,  s u i c i d e ;  b u t ,  a s  n o t e d  

b e f o r e ,  t h e  c o m p e t in g  i n s t i n c t  o f  E r o s  w i l l  n o t  n o r m a l l y  

p e r m i t  t h i s .  The o t h e r  o u t l e t  w o u ld  be  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  

o n e ' s  n e i g h b o r ,  b u t  t h e  l aw s  o f  t h e  community  w i l l  n o t  

p e r m i t  t h a t .  A p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  

T h a n a to s  may b u i l d  up t o  a  c r e s c e n d o  t h a t  f i n a l l y  b u r s t s  

i n t o  a  mass o rg y  o f  w a r  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .

48 .H is  v iew s  on  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  
i n  f l u x ,  b u t  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  h i s  f i n a l  ju d g m e n t  was t h a t  
i t  i s  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  i r r a t i o n a l ,  u n h e a l t h y  i d .  Neo- 
F r e u d i a n s  p l a c e  t h e  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  more  r a t i o n a l  ego and  
t h e r e b y  make a g g r e s s i o n  a  p o s i t i v e  b e h a v i o r .  I b i d .

49 Sigmund F r e u d ,  C o l l e c t e d  P a p e r s , e d .  James 
S t r a c h e y ,  v o l .  5.: "Why W a r ? , "  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 8 -
1938 (New York:  B a s i c  Books ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  274.

■ ^ I b i d .  , p .  280 .  F r e u d  f e l t  t h a t  a g g r e s s i o n  c a n  b e  
s u b l i m a t e d  and  d i s p l a c e d  i n t o  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  s p o r t s ,  
s a r c a s m ,  an d  f a n t a s y .



19

S o c i e t y  c a n  no  more e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t  

t h a n  i t  c a n  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  s e x u a l  i n s t i n c t .  T h e r e  i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a n  i n d i r e c t  m e th o d  f o r  c o m b a t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  

a g g r e s s i o n :  s i m p l y  e x t e n d  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  t i e s  o f  t h e

community  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  men."*'*' W or ld  g o v e rn m e n t  i s  t h u s  

t h e  a n s w e r  f o r  t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s  a n d  p a c i f i s t s  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  w a r .  F o r  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  v i o l e n c e  F r e u d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  l i e s  i n  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and  l a w s .  The l e s s  

c i v i l i z e d  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  i n t e r n a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l  

v i o l e n c e ;  t h e  more c i v i l i z e d  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  

l i k e l i h o o d  o f  w a r .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  m a n ' s  

a t a v i s t i c  a n t e c e d e n t s  he m u s t  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  S c y l l a  and 

C h a r y b d i s .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h i s  t h e o r y  i s  so  w o e f u l ,  m odern  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a r e  e a g e r  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  i t ,  w h ic h  " o f  a l l  

F r e u d ' s  s p e c u l a t i o n s  . . .  i s  t h e  one  m o s t  rem oved  f rom  

f a  c t s .

The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  s u c h  r e c e n t  books  as  R o b e r t  

A r d r e y ,  A f r i c a n  G e n e s i s  (1961)  and  The T e r r i t o r i a l  

I m p e r a t i v e  ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  K onrad  L o r e n z ,  On A g g r e s s i o n  ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  an d  

Desmond M o r r i s ,  The Naked Ape (1967)  a n d  The Human Zoo 

(1969)  shows t h a t  t h e  i n s t i n c t u a l  v i e w  o f  human b e h a v i o r  i s

5 1 I b i d . ,  p p .  2 8 3 - 8 4 .
52Berkowitz, Aggression, p. 11.
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53a l i v e  a n d  w e l l  on Main S t r e e t ,  i f  n o t  i n  a cad em e .  The 

m o s t  l e g i t i m a t e  s c h o l a r  i n  t h i s  g roup  i s  t h e  e t h o l o g i s t  

K onrad  L o r e n z  who, a s  F r e u d  b e f o r e  h im ,  b e l i e v e s  a g g r e s s i o n  

t o  be  a  n o n - l e a r n e d  b i o l o g i c a l  i n s t i n c t  i n h e r i t e d  f ro m  m a n ' s  

a n i m a l  o r i g i n s .

H is  On A g g r e s s i o n  i n s i s t s  t h a t  man m u s t  be  

c o n s t a n t l y  aw a re  o f  h i s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r i g i n s  i f  he  h o p e s  t o  

c o n t e n d  w i t h  h i s  " a b j e c t l y  s t u p i d  and  u n d e s i r a b l e  . . . 

b e h a v i o r .  . . L o r e n z  d e f i n e s  a g g r e s s i o n  a s  " t h e

f i g h t i n g  i n s t i n c t  i n  b e a s t  a n d  man w h i c h  i s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  

members o f  t h e  same s p e c i e s , t h a t  i s ,  i n t r a s p e c i f i c  

a g g r e s s i o n .

L i k e  F r e u d ,  L o r e n z  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  a g g r e s s i o n  to  

b e  i p s o  f a c t o  u n d e s i r a b l e .  I n  f a c t ,  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a  r a t h e r  

b e n i g n  i n s t i n c t  t h a t  f u l f i l l s  a  s p e c i e s - p r e s e r v i n g  an d  

s p e c i e s - e n h a n c i n g  f u n c t i o n .  I t s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i s  

t e r r i t o r i a l :  a n i m a l s  w i l l  d r i v e  away o t h e r  members o f  t h e i r

s p e c i e s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  own dom ain .  T h i s  g u a r a n t e e s  t h a t  

an  a r e a  does  n o t  become o v e r p o p u l a t e d  an d  u n a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t

53 The w orks  o f  A r d re y  a n d  L o r e n z  a r e  t a k e n  t o  t a s k  
i n  P e t e r  M. D r i v e r ,  "Tow ard  An E t h o l o g y  o f  Human C o n f l i c t :
A R e v ie w ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  C o n f l i c t  R e s o l u t i o n , 11 (S e p te m b e r  
1 9 6 7 ) : 3 6 1 - A f u l l - s c a l e  a s s a u l t  on  t h e  e t h o l o g i s t s  i s  i n  
A s h l e y  M ontagu ,  e d . , Man and  A g g r e s s i o n , 2nd e d .  (New York:  
O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 1973.

54 K onrad  L o r e n z ,  On A g g r e s s i o n , t r a n s . M a r j o r i e  K e r r  
W i l s o n ,  1 0 t h  e d .  (New York:  Bantam Books ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  229.

55Ibid.
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t h e  s p e c i e s  w h ich  w o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  t h a t  s p e c i e s  p e r i s h i n g  
5 6a l t o g e t h e r .

L o r e n z  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  e n h a n c i n g

f u n c t i o n s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  t h e  f a m i l i a r  D a r w i n i a n  c o n c e p t  o f

s e x u a l  s e l e c t i o n .  I n t r a - s p e c i f i c  f i g h t s  e n c o u r a g e  t h e

m a t i n g  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t  w i t h  t h e  f i t t e s t  and  s o ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,

i n s u r e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i t  o f f s p r i n g .  A t h i r d  u s e f u l

a t t r i b u t e  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b r o o d

i n s t i n c t  o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  young  b y  t h e  p a r e n t s  f rom
57t h o s e  t h a t  m ig h t  h a rm  them.  L o r e n z  o f f e r s  o t h e r  p r e s e r v a ­

t i v e  b e n e f i t s  o f  i n t r a - s p e c i f i c  a g g r e s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  n e e d  

n o t  b e  o f  c o n c e r n  h e r e .  What i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h a t  i n t r a ­

s p e c i f i c  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a  u n i v e r s a l  i n s t i n c t  i n  a n i m a l s .  F o r  

t h e  " l o w e r "  a n i m a l s  i t  f u n c t i o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s p e c i e s .  

T h i s  has  n o t  b ee n  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  man.

W hereas  a l m o s t  a l l  a n i m a l s  w i l l  k i l l  a n i m a l s  o f  

o t h e r  s p e c i e s  ( u s u a l l y  f o r  f o o d ) , L o ren z  h o l d s  t h a t  man w i l l  

k i l l  members o f  h i s  own s p e c i e s .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  man l a c k s  

t h e  b u i l t - i n  i n h i b i t o r s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  p r e d a t o r y  a n i m a l s  f rom 

d e s t r o y i n g  t h e i r  own s p e c i e s .  " O r i g i n a l l y , "  a n i m a l s  w i t h

t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  k i l l  t h e i r  own k i n d  q u i c k l y  w ere  " g i v e n "  o r
5 8d e v e l o p e d  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  d o i n g  so .  T h e se ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

w e r e  to  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  s e l f - a n n i h i l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a n i m a l s  h a v e

5 6 I b i d . ,  p .  28.

" ^ I b i d . , p . 40.
5 8The b e a r  an d  w o l f  a r e  e x a m p l e s .
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k e p t  t h e s e  i n h i b i t i o n s .  When t h e s e  a n i m a l s  e n g a g e  i n

i n t r a - s p e c i f i c  c o n t e s t s ,  t h e y  a r e  f i g h t i n g  to  d e t e r m i n e

dom inance ;  a n d ,  o n c e  t h a t  h a s  b e en  d e c i d e d ,  t h e  v a n q u i s h e d

w i l l  y i e l d  a n d  r e t r e a t ,  b u t  i s  n o t  k i l l e d .  L o r e n z  a r g u e s

t h a t  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  " v a r i o u s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m echan ism s  o f

b e h a v i o r  w hose  f u n c t i o n  i t  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  i n j u r y  and
59k i l l i n g  o f  members o f  t h e  same s p e c i e s . "  Men do n o t

p o s s e s s  t h e s e  i n h i b i t i o n s  b e c a u s e  men, l i k e  d o v e s ,  can  n o t

k i l l  each  o t h e r  q u i c k l y .  So t h e r e  i s  a lw a y s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y

o f  e s c a p e  f o r  t h e  w e a k e r  i n  a n y  c o n t e s t .  M an 's  t r o u b l e s

d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  S t o n e  Age, when,  f o r  a b o u t  f o r t y

t h o u s a n d  y e a r s ,  man was d e v e l o p i n g  t o o l s ,  w e ap o n s ,  and

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  him t o  overcome t h e

d a n g e r s  o f  s t a r v i n g ,  f r e e z i n g ,  and b e i n g  e a t e n  by  a n i m a l s .

B e f o r e  t h e  E a r l y  S t o n e  Age, t h e s e  d a n g e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d

n a t u r e ' s  way o f  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  f i t t e s t ,  b u t  by t h e n ,  s i n c e

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  men c o u l d  s u r v i v e ,  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  h a d  t o  be

u s e d  to  d e t e r m i n e  f i t n e s s .  B e c au se  men h a d  n o t  d e v e l o p e d

i n s t i n c t u a l  p r o h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  k i l l i n g  one a n o t h e r ,  " a n
60e v i l  i n t r a - s p e c i f i c  s e l e c t i o n  must  h a v e  s e t  i n , "  and  w a r s  

became t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  w i t h  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  " w a r r i o r  v i r t u e s "  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  s u f f i c i e n t ,  

a n d  i d e a l  a t t r i b u t e s  f o r  s u r v i v a l .

59Ibid., p. 54.
60Ibid., p. 39.
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Human a g g r e s s i o n  i s  t h u s  a  b e n i g n  i n s t i n c t  gone mad.

L o re n z  does  n o t  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a l l  t h e r e  i s .  On th e

c o n t r a r y ,  he i n s i s t s  t h a t  " t h e  sam e human f a c u l t i e s  which

s u p p l i e d  man w i t h  t o o l s  a n d  w i t h  power  d a n g e ro u s  t o  h i m s e l f ,

a l s o  gave  him t h e  means t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  m is u s e :  r a t i o n a l
61r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  E l s e w h e r e  L o r e n z  a p p e a r s  to  b e  h e d g in g

on h i s  d e t e r m i n i s m  when h e  w r i t e s  t h a t  " i t  i s  s a f e  t o  assume

t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  C a in ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  s t r i c k e n  a  f e l l o w  member

o f  h i s  h o rd e  w i t h  a p e b b l e  t o o l ,  was d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t
6 2t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h i s  a c t i o n . "  For  some r e a s o n  man h a s

C O
d e v e l o p e d  " i n d i s p e n s i b l e  c u l t u r a l  r i t e s  a n d  s o c i a l  norms" 

t h a t  h e l p  i n h i b i t  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  

i n h i b i t i o n s  h a v e  o b v i o u s l y  f a i l e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a g g r e s s i o n  

e n t i r e l y ,  t h e y  h a v e  k e p t  i t  somewhat i n  c h e c k .

One v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n c e p t s  

o f  F r e u d  and  L o r e n z  i s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  an e x t e r n a l  s t i m u l u s .  

W hereas  F reu d  i m p l i e s  t h a t  a g g r e s s i v e  i m p u l s e s  b u i l d  up and 

up u n t i l  a b r e a k i n g  p o i n t  i s  r e a c h e d  i n t e r n a l l y ,  L o r e n z  and  

t h e  e t h o l o g i s t s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  an e x t e r n a l  " t r i g g e r "  o r  cue b e
f \ lxp r e s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  w i l l  o c c u r .  A l t h o u g h  Lorenz  

w i l l  n o t  a d m i t  i t ,  he i s  a p p r o a c h i n g  a c o n c e p t  s i m i l a r  to  

t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s .

61I b i d . , pp.  2 3 1 - 3 2 .

62I b i d . , p .  241.

63Ibid., p. 256.
64W righ tsm an ,  S o c i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , p .  163.
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F o r  t h e  f u t u r e  L o re n z  o f f e r s  f o u r  p r e v e n t i v e  

m e a s u r e s  t o  l i m i t  a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  s t a v e  o f f  t h e  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  F i r s t  i s  "know t h y s e l f , "  t o  w i t ,  

he  s u g g e s t s  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  an  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e  o f  human 

b e h a v i o r  w h i c h  would  e x p l a i n  i t s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  f o r  a l l  t o  

s e e .  S econd  i s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s u b l i m a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  ways i n  

w h i c h  s o c i e t y  can  c h a n n e l  a g g r e s s i v e  e n e r g i e s  i n t o  u s e f u l  

d i r e c t i o n s .  T h i r d ,  a n d  a g a i n  h e  seems t o  be  h e d g i n g ,  h e  

a d v o c a t e s  g e t t i n g  t o  know and  u n d e r s t a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  members  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s  an d  i d e o l o g i e s .  I f  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

i n s t i n c t s ,  t h e n  t h i s  w ou ld  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be o f  much h e l p .  

F o u r t h ,  an d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  y o u n g e r  

g e n e r a t i o n  i n  h and ,  e x p l a i n  t o  them by  exam ple  t h e  w o r t h  o f  

s o c i a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  The g o a l  i s  dam pen ing  m i l i t a n t  

e n t h u s i a s m  w h ic h  L o r e n z  s e e s  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r  h u m a n i t y  

f a c e s  . ^

I n  sum, On A g g r e s s i o n  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  i n t r a - s p e c i f i c  

a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a  c o n t r o l l a b l e  i n s t i n c t  w h i c h  i s  t r i g g e r e d  by  

c e r t a i n  s t i m u l i ,  many o f  w h ic h  ( t e r r i t o r i a l ,  s e x u a l ,  an d  

d o m e s t i c )  a p p e a r  to  b e  d e f e n s i v e  i n  n a t u r e .  A g g r e s s i o n  

becomes  o f f e n s i v e  when t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  a 

g r o u p  and a l l o w s  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  sw ep t  away by m i l i t a n t  

e n t h u s i a s m .

F o r  many y e a r s  a u t h o r i t i e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  

i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a g g r e s s i o n ,  w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n ,  i s  t h e  r e s u l t

65Lorenz, On Aggression, pp. 267-68.
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f i f io f  f r u s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  m eans ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  t h a t  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  

t o  b e  s e e n  a s  a  s t i m u l u s - r e s p o n s e  (S-R) r e a c t i o n ;  

f r u s t r a t i o n  i s  t h e  s t i m u l u s  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s e .  

A g g r e s s i o n  i s  n o t  s e e n  a s  an i n s t i n c t ;  i t  i s  m e r e l y  a  

b e h a v i o r a l  r e a c t i o n .  The f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  

i s  n o t  a  new i d e a ;  a s  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d ,  F r e u d  h a d  a  s i m i l a r  

n o t i o n  b e f o r e  W orld  War I  b u t  a b a n d o n e d  i t .  F o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  

an d  p u r p o s e s  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  came t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  i n  

1939 w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  F r u s t r a t i o n  an d  A g g r e s s i o n  by 

J o h n  D o l l a r d  e t  a l . The b a s i c  p o s t u l a t e  o f  t h e i r  s t u d y  i s  

t h a t :

. . . a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a lw a y s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n
[ i t a l i c s  t h e i r s ] . More s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  
t h a t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  a lw a y s  p r e ­
s u p p o s e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d ,  c o n t r a r i w i s e ,  
t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  a lw a y s  l e a d s  t o  some 
fo rm  o f  a g g r e s s i o n .6 7

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e s e  a r e  r a t h e r  s w e e p in g  s t a t e m e n t s  

w h ic h  n e e d  t o  be  c l a r i f i e d  a n d  d e f i n e d .  The a u t h o r s  do so 

by d e f i n i n g  " a  f r u s t r a t i o n  a s  a n  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e

6 6"The b u l k  o f  human a g g r e s s i o n  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  to  
f r u s t r a t i o n .  . . . "  E l t o n  B. M cN ei l ,  " P s y c h o l o g y  and  
A g g r e s s i o n , "  The J o u r n a l  o f  C o n f l i c t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 
( S e p te m b e r  1 9 5 9 ) : 2 0 2 ;  B e r k o w i t z ,  A g g r e s s i o n ^  pT 26;  R. A. 
H i n d e , B i o l o g i c a l  B ases  o f  Human B e h a v i o u r  (New Y o r k : 
M cG raw -H i l l ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  276;  J .  F! S c o t t ,  A g g r e s s i o n  (C h icag o :  
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ic a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  89;  P e t e r  A. 
C o r n i n g ,  "The  B i o l o g i c a l  B ases  o f  B e h a v i o r  an d  Some I m p l i c a ­
t i o n s  f o r  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e , "  W or ld  P o l i t i c s  23 ( A p r i l  1971):  
3 4 5 -4 6 ;  a n d  D o n a ld  H. H o r o w i t z ” " D i r e c t , D i s p l a c e d ,  an d  
C u m u l a t i v e  E t h n i c  A g g r e s s i o n , "  C o m p a r a t i v e  P o l i t i c s  6 
(November  1 9 7 3 ) :1 .

^ J o h n  D o l l a r d ,  L e o n a r d  W. Doob, N e a l  E. M i l l e r ,
0 .  H. Mower, and  R o b e r t  S. S e a r s ,  F r u s t r a t i o n  an d  A g g r e s s i o n  
(New Haven:  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ” 1939)  , p^ IT]
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o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a n  i n s t i g a t e d  g o a l - r e s p o n s e  a t  i t s  p r o p e r  t im e
68i n  t h e  b e h a v i o r  s e q u e n c e . "  A g g r e s s i o n  i s  a n  a c t  whose

g o a l  i s  t o  i n j u r e  a n  o r g a n i s m  ( o r  i t s  s u r r o g a t e ) ; i t  i s  a l s o
69d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  r e s p o n s e  w h ic h  f o l l o w s  f r u s t r a t i o n .

B e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  f u r t h e r ,  D o l l a r d  e t  a l . s t a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  

p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  " t e n t a t i v e  and  c a n n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  a g g r e s s i o n .  . . . [ I t  i s ]  an

a t t e m p t  t o  p o s e  a  p r o b le m  . . . [ n o t ]  a  f i n a l  a n s w e r  t o  t h e
, 1 ,,70p r o b le m .

The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  

t h e  amount o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  t o  

a g g r e s s i o n .  The amount  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  v a r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  ( 1 ) t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  i n s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e

f r u s t r a t e d  r e s p o n s e - - f o r  e x a m p le ,  a  dog t h a t  i s  h u n g r y  w i l l  

become more f r u s t r a t e d  ( a n g r y )  when a  p l a t e  o f  f o o d  i s  

w i t h d r a w n  t h a n  w i l l  a  dog t h a t  i s  s a t i a t e d ;  ( 2 ) t h e  d e g r e e  

o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  r e s p o n s e - - f o r  e x a m p le ,  

one  i s  a n g r i e r  when someone i s  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  l a t e  t o  a 

m e e t i n g  t h a n  when one i s  t h r e e  m i n u t e s  l a t e ;  and  (3)  t h e  

number  o f  f r u s t r a t e d  r e s p o n s e - s e q u e n c e s - - o n e  b e r a t e s  a 

s t u d e n t  who h a s  made o n l y  a  s l i g h t  m i s t a k e  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h a t  one m i s t a k e  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  t h e  e i g h t y - f i f t h

68 I b i d . , p p .  7, 11 .  

6 9 I b i d . , p .  1 1 . 

70I b i d . , p p .  2 7 - 2 8 .
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s t u d e n t  who h a s  made i t ,  h a v i n g  s a i d  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

s t u d e n t s .

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o i n ,  man i s  i n h i b i t e d  f rom

a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  m a i n l y  by  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t

he  c a n  a n t i c i p a t e .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  " a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f
72f a i l u r e  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p u n i s h m e n t . "  I n

g e n e r a l ,  i f  t h e  amount o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  i s  c o n s t a n t  w h i l e  t h e

a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e n  a g g r e s s i o n  i s

l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r .  I f  p u n i s h m e n t  i s  c o n s t a n t  y e t

f r u s t r a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e n  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  more  l i k e l y  to  
73o c c u r .

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  o f  how and  a g a i n s t  

whom a g g r e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  D o l l a r d  e t  a l . h a v e  

f o u r  p r i n c i p l e s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  i n s t i g a ­

t i o n  t o  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  

and  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n s  become w e a k e r  a g a i n s t  l e s s  d i r e c t  

f r u s t r a t o r s .  S e co n d ,  one becomes  e v e n  more f r u s t r a t e d  i f  

h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  can  n o t  be v e n t e d  d i r e c t l y  u p o n  i t s  

p e r c e i v e d  s o u r c e ;  i t  becomes a  f r u s t r a t e d - f r u s t r a t i o n  and 

w i l l  l i k e l y  b e  d i s p l a c e d  (a  F r e u d i a n  t e rm )  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  i n  

m o d i f i e d  t e r m s .  T h i r d ,  f r u s t r a t i o n  c a n  l e a d  t o  s e l f ­

p u n i s h m e n t  i f  one h o l d s  h i m s e l f  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

f r u s t r a t i o n  an d  r e s t r a i n s  h i m s e l f  f ro m  d i r e c t  a g g r e s s i o n .

71I b i d . , p p .  2 8 -3 8 .

7^ I b i d . , p . 34 .

7^Ibid., p . 38.
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  h o l d  t h e  c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y  t o  be v a l i d - - a n y  a c t  

o f  a g g r e s s i o n  r e d u c e s  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  t o  a l l  o t h e r  a c t s  o f
7 /

a g g r e s s i o n ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  l e t t i n g  o f f  s te a m .

A l t h o u g h  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  D o l l a r d
75e t  a l .  hav e  b e e n  o f f e r e d ,  t h e  f o r e m o s t  e x p e r t  on

a g g r e s s i o n ,  L e o n a rd  B e r k o w i t z ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  " e s s e n t i a l
7 f\v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  D o l l a r d ,  e t  a T . , f o r m u l a t i o n .  . . . "  I t  

w ou ld  be  g o i n g  t o o  f a r  a f i e l d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  many 

r e s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d ;  s u f f i c e  i t  

t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  no l o n g e r  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  a l l  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  B e r k o w i t z  p o i n t s  o u t  

t h a t  b e tw e e n  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  t h e r e  a r e  

two i n t e r v e n i n g  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  a r e  most  i m p o r t a n t :  a n g e r

an d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The e s s e n c e  o f  B e r k o w i t z ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  

i s  t h a t  f r u s t r a t i o n  p r o d u c e s  a n g e r  and ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon t h e  

p r o p e r  s t i m u l i  an d  p r i o r  l e a r n i n g  ( i . e . ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) ,  

t h e  a n g e r  w i l l  p r o d u c e  a g g r e s s i o n .  T h e se  i n t e r v e n i n g  

v a r i a b l e s  make i t  much m ore  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  

w i l l  n o t  be  t a k e n  o u t  o n  t h e  d i r e c t  c a u s e  o f  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n

^ I b i d .  , p p . 3 9 - 5 4 .

^ A n  e x c e l l e n t  b r i e f  summary o f  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  
c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  James E.  D o u g h e r ty  and R o b e r t  L. 
P f a l t z g r a f f ,  J r . ,  C o n t e n d i n g  T h e o r i e s  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
R e l a t i o n s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : j 7  B. L i p p i n c o t t  C o . ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p p .
2 1 4 -1 6 ;  s e e ,  a l s o ,  B e r k o w i t z ,  A g g r e s s i o n , pp .  2 6 - 5 0 ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  pp .  4 8 - 5 0 .

76Berkowitz, Aggression, p. 46.
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o u t  w i l l  b e  d i s p l a c e d  o r  " s c a p e  g o a t e d "  o n to  someone o r  

s o m e t h i n g  e l s e . ^

I t  may be h e l p f u l  t o  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  a b r i e f  

c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  d i s c u s s e d  

up t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  F r e u d  an d  L o ren z  s e e  v i o l e n c e - a g g r e s s i o n  

a s  a  p r i m a l  i n s t i n c t  and,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  s a y  i t  can  be  

c o n t r o l l e d ,  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  human n a t u r e .  The f r u s t r a t i o n -  

a g g r e s s i o n  t h e o r i s t s  f e e l  t h a t  v i o l e n c e - a g g r e s s i o n  i s  s o c i a l  

r a t h e r  t h a n  b i o l o g i c a l  and t h a t  i t  e x i s t s  o n l y  when 

s t i m u l a t e d  f ro m  o u t s i d e  t h e  o r g a n i s m .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  

t h e y  w o u ld  c o n t e n d  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  can  t h u s  be  t o t a l l y  

e l i m i n a t e d ,  b u t  t h e y  do a n a l y z e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ic h  c a u s e  

a g g r e s s i o n  b o t h  a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e  g r o u p  l e v e l .

The s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  t h i r d  m a jo r  s c h o o l  

o f  t h o u g h t  on  a g g r e s s i o n ,  a n d  i t  r e j e c t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  any 

s o r t  o f  b i o l o g i c a l l y - m a n d a t e d  o r  i n s t i n c t - o r i e n t e d  e x p l a n a ­

t i o n  f o r  v i o l e n c e  a n d  h o l d s  i n s t e a d  t h a t  t h e  " s t u d y  o f  t h e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and p h y s i o l o g i c a l  c a u s e s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  shows 

t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  s t i m u l a t i o n  w h ich  l e a d s  t o  f i g h t i n g  comes 

f ro m  t h e  o u t s i d e  [ i t a l i c s  m i n e ] . I n  t h e  h i g h l y  s o c i a l

s u r r o u n d i n g s  o f  human b e i n g s  m ost  o f  t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  s t i m u l i
78come f ro m  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  s o c i e t y . "

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s , 
s . v .  " A g g r e s s i o n , "  b y  L e o n a rd  B e r k o w i t z ,  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  
summary o f  t h e s e  i d e a s .

78Scott, Aggression, p. 89.
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The b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  s c h o o l

r a i s e s  a b o u t  t h e  i n s t i n c t  s c h o o l  an d ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  t h e

f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  s c h o o l  i s  q u i t e  s i m p l e .  They r e a s o n

t h a t ,  i f  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  an i n s t i n c t ,  t h e n  i t  m u s t  by

d e f i n i t i o n  b e  common t o  a l l  men and c u l t u r e s .  I f ,  on  t h e

o t h e r  h a n d ,  n o n - a g g r e s s i v e  c u l t u r e s  c a n  be d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e n

a g g r e s s i o n  c a n  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  as  i n n a t e  o r  i n s t i n c t u a l .

I n  1932, F r e u d  w r o te  t h a t

. . . we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  happy  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  
e a r t h ,  w here  n a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  i n  a b u n d a n c e  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  man r e q u i r e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  r a c e s  whose l i f e  i s  p a s s e d  
i n  t r a n q u i l i t y  a n d  who know n e i t h e r  c o m p u l s i o n  n o r  
a g g r e s s i v e n e s s .  I  can s c a r c e l y  b e l i e v e  i t  and  I  s h o u l d  
be g l a d  t o  h e a r  m ore  o f  t h e s e  f o r t u n a t e  b e i n g s . 79

T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  M a r g a r e t  Mead p u b l i s h e d

h e r  s tu d y  o f  th e  A r a p e s h  t r i b e  o f  New G u in e a ,  and F r e u d  was

t h u s  d u ly  in f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  i n d e e d  " f o r t u n a t e  b e i n g s "

w hose  c u l t u r e  was n o n - a g g r e s s i v e .  O t h e r  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s

f o l l o w e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  t o  show a  number o f  t r i b e s  and
80c u l t u r e s  t h a t  were v i r t u a l l y  a g g r e s s i o n - f r e e .  The p o i n t  

t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  a r e  m ak ing  i s  t h a t  c u l t u r e  i s  a v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  w h a t  forms b e h a v i o r  t a k e s .

I t  i s  n e i t h e r  p o s s i b l e  n o r  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  

o f  h i s t o r y  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  m a n ' s  

a g g r e s s i o n .  P o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  Ted R o b e r t  G u r r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  

t h a t  " t h e  c a p a c i t y ,  b u t  n o t  a  n e e d ,  f o r  v i o l e n c e  a p p e a r s  t o

79F r e u d ,  "Why War?", p .  283.
80W r ig h t s m a n ,  S o c i a l  P s y c h o l o g y , pp .  1 7 3 -7 4 ;  S c o t t ,  

A g g r e s s i o n , pp .  1 0 0 - 0 1 .
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81b e  b i o l o g i c a l l y  i n h e r e n t  i n  man" o u g h t  t o  s u f f i c e .  F o r  i t

i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  v i o l e n c e  an d  m e r e l y

t o  w r i t e  i t  a l l  o f f  a s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s

w o u ld  n o t  be  v e r y  u s e f u l .  The g o a l  m u s t  b e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  an d  v i o l e n t  s i t u a t i o n s

i n  w h ic h  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  an d  t o  i d e n t i f y

t h e  " c l i m a t e  o f  o p i n i o n "  and  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  T e n n e s s e e

a n d  t h e  S o u th  w h ic h  made v i o l e n c e  p o s s i b l e .

To t h i s  en d ,  an  e x c e l l e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e

c a u s e s  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t s  i s  s u g g e s t e d  by M egargee  and
82H o k a n s o n ' s  The Dynamics  o f  A g g r e s s i o n . They h a v e  drawn 

t o g e t h e r  t h e  w ork  o f  s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s  a n d  r e n d e r e d  a 

t r i p a r t i t e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  an  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t :  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n

t o  a g g r e s s i o n ,  t h e  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s i o n ,  an d  

e x t e r n a l  s t i m u l u s  f a c t o r s .

I n s t i g a t i o n  t o  a g g r e s s i o n  s i m p l y  means " w h a t  c a u s e s  

a g g r e s s i o n  t o  o c c u r . "  T h r e e  s t u d i e s  a r e  o f f e r e d  w h ic h  

s u g g e s t  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  F i r s t ,  i t  i s  shown t h a t  f a m i l y  

b a c k g r o u n d  an d  t h e  p u n i t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  home can
O O

a f f e c t  s u b s e q u e n t  l e v e l s  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r .  A n o t h e r  

81 Ted R o b e r t  G u r r ,  Why Men R e b e l  ( P r i n c e t o n :  
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  3T7.

82M egargee  a n d  Hokanson ,  Dynamics  o f  A g g r e s s i o n , 
p p .  3 9 - 1 4 2 .  U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e s  
a r e  r e p r i n t s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  b o o k .

83W i l l i a m  McCord, J o a n  McCord, and  A l l a n  Howard, 
" F a m i l i a l  C o r r e l a t e s  o f  A g g r e s s i o n  i n  N o n d e l i n q u e n t  Male 
C h i l d r e n , "  i b i d . ,  p .  60 .
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s t u d y  r e l a t e s  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  t o  t h e

g e n e r a l  econom ic  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  t i m e s . D a ta  c o v e r i n g

f o r t y - n i n e  y e a r s ,  f ro m  1882 t o  1930,  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  " d u r i n g

p e r i o d s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  t h e  number  o f  l y n c h i n g s  i s  h i g h ;
84d u r i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  t h e  number  o f  l y n c h i n g s  d e c l i n e s . "

The f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  " b a d  t i m e s "  l e a d s  t o  d i s p l a c e d  a g g r e s s i o n

( a g a i n s t  N e g ro e s  m o s t l y ) . A t h i r d  p a p e r  a t t a c k s  t h e

c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y  o f  F r e u d  a n d  L o r e n z  w h ic h  h o l d s  t h a t  an  a c t

o f  a g g r e s s i o n  i s  a  t e n s i o n - r e d u c i n g  t h i n g  w h ic h ,  when

p e r f o r m e d ,  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s u b s e q u e n t

a g g r e s s i o n  ( l e t t i n g  o f f  s t e a m ) . H okanson  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e

o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e .  I n  a f a m i l y  o r  c u l t u r e  w h e re  v i o l e n c e  i s

e n c o u r a g e d  an d  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e m o v in g  a  f r u s t r a t i o n  one

o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w h ic h  c a n  be  e x p e c t e d  i s  " t h a t  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d
85o f  f u t u r e  v i o l e n c e  w i l l  be  e n h a n c e d . "  I n  sum, t h e s e  

p a p e r s  co n v e y  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a  m a n ' s  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  

econom ic  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  day ,  and  t h e  c u l t u r e ' s  " c l i m a t e  

o f  o p i n i o n "  r e g a r d i n g  v i o l e n c e  w i l l  a l l  a f f e c t  t h e  

p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a g g r e s s i o n .

The s e c o n d  a s p e c t  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  c o n c e r n s  t h e  

i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  i t .  Once a  p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  f r u s t r a t e d  

o r  i n  some way p r o v o k e d ,  " t h e  m a j o r  f a c t o r  d e t e r m i n i n g

^ C a r l  I .  H o v la n d  a n d  R o b e r t  R. S e a r s ,  "M inor  
S t u d i e s  o f  A g g r e s s i o n :  C o r r e l a t i o n  o f  L y n c h in g  w i t h
Economic I n d i c e s , "  i b i d . ,  p .  73.

85 J a c k  E. H okanson ,  " P s y c h o p h y s i o l o g i c a l  E v a l u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  C a t h a r s i s  H y p o t h e s i s , "  i b i d . ,  p .  85 .
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w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  an  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i s  t h e  n a t u r e

an d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  i n h i b i t i o n s .  . . The o r i g i n  o f

i n h i b i t i o n s  i s  i n  c h i l d h o o d .  B a n d u ra  a n d  W a l t e r s '  s t u d y  o f

a g g r e s s i v e ,  a n t i - s o c i a l  a d o l e s c e n t  boys  a g r e e d  w i t h  an

e a r l i e r  t h e o r y  o f  F r e u d ' s :  b o y s  who a r e  a g g r e s s i v e  show
8 7" s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r s "

t h a n  n o n - a g g r e s s i v e  b o y s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  boys  d e v e l o p  t h e i r

i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s i o n  t h r o u g h  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p

w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r .  When t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d o es  n o t  o c c u r ,

t h e  " i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t a l  v a l u e s  [ i s ]  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  
88a c h i e v e d "  an d  a n t i - s o c i a l  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  i s  much more

p r o b a b l e .  B an d u ra  and  W a l t e r s  a l s o  c o n t e n d  t h a t  t h e  same

t y p e  o f  c h i l d  i s  p r o d u c e d  i f  t h e  p a r e n t s  a r e  h o s t i l e  to w a r d

e a c h  o t h e r  a n d / o r  t e n d  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  by

r i d i c u l e ,  p h y s i c a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  a n d  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f

p r i v i l e g e s .  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  by  w h ic h  c h i l d r e n

l e a r n  t o  become n o n - a g g r e s s i v e ,  a  s t u d y  by  Brown and  E l l i o t t

shows t h a t  t h e  h o p e  o f  h e a v e n  i s  a s  s t r o n g  a s  t h e  f e a r  o f

h e l l ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  r e w a r d i n g  o f  n o n - a g g r e s s i v e  r e s p o n s e s  i s
89a s  e f f e c t i v e  a  d e t e r r e n t  a s  p u n i s h i n g  a g g r e s s i v e  o n e s .  

8 6 I b i d . , p .  87.
O y

A l b e r t  B an d u ra  and  R i c h a r d  H. W a l t e r s ,  " A d o l e s c e n t  
A g g r e s s i o n , "  i b i d . ,  p .  99 .

8 8 I b i d . , p .  1 0 0 .
89 P a u l  Brown and  Rogers  E l l i o t t ,  " C o n t r o l  o f  

A g g r e s s i o n  i n  a  N u r s e r y  S c h o o l  C l a s s , "  i b i d . ,  p p .  1 0 1 - 0 7 .
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W h a te v e r  t h e  e x a c t  c a u s e s ,  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  and  t h e  

home e n v i r o n m e n t  seem t o  have  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e f f e c t  on 

a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r .

The t h i r d  f a c t o r  i n  a g g r e s s i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  to

M egargee  and  H o k a n s o n ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  l i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  b e h a v i o r

p a t t e r n s :  t h e  e x t e r n a l  s t i m u l u s  f a c t o r s .  Two i m p o r t a n t ,  i f

c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  p o i n t s  hav e  b e e n  made. The q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e

e f f e c t  o f  s e e i n g  v i o l e n c e  i s  f i r s t  d e a l t  w i t h .  W hile  some

h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  s e e i n g  v i o l e n c e  h a s  c a t h a r t i c  e f f e c t  an d  so

l e s s e n s  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o b s e r v e r  b e i n g  v i o l e n t

h i m s e l f ,  R i c h a r d  H. W a l t e r s '  r e p o r t  on  l a b o r a t o r y  s t u d i e s  o f

c h i l d r e n  " i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  v i o l e n t  m o d e ls

i n  r e a l  l i f e  o r  i n  f a n t a s y  p r o d u c t i o n s  may b o t h  p r o v i d e

o b s e r v e r s  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n  new ways o f  e x p r e s s i n g

a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  c u e s  t h a t  a g g r e s s i o n  can  be
90s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d . "  W hile  t h i s  f a l l s  f a r  s h o r t  o f  s a y i n g  

one i s  w h a t  o n e  s e e s ,  i t  does im p ly  t h a t ,  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a t  

l e a s t ,  an  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  v i o l e n c e  r e w a r d e d  o r  e v e n  

u n p u n i s h e d ,  i s  c o n d u c i v e  to  m ore  v i o l e n c e .

One l a s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r  demands t o  be 

r e c o g n i z e d :  i t  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  g u n s .  B e r k o w i t z  h a s

p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  t h a t  much a g g r e s s i o n  

and  v i o l e n c e  i s  i m p u l s i v e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p l a n n e d  and

90 R i c h a r d  H. W a l t e r s ,  " I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  L a b o r a t o r y  
S t u d i e s  o f  A g g r e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  C o n t r o l  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  
V i o l e n c e , "  i b i d . ,  p.  13 1 .
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p u r p o s e f u l .  He f e e l s  t h r e e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r

a g g r e s s i o n :  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  a  cue ( s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  p r e s u m a b l y

e l i c i t s  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  r e s p o n s e )  a n d  low i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
91v i o l e n c e .  B e r k o w i t z  w a n t e d  to  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  cue v a l u e  o f

g u n s .  Would e q u a l l y  a n g ry  p e o p l e  r e a c t  more v i o l e n t l y  i f

g uns  w ere  p r e s e n t ,  t h a n  i f  guns  w e re  n o t  p r e s e n t ?  I n

e x p e r i m e n t s  on g r o u p s  o f  c o l l e g e - a g e  men, h e  f o u n d  t h a t  guns

d i d  have a  cue  v a l u e .  The gun  i s  a  cue  to  a g g r e s s i o n  and

" e v e n  a c a s u a l  s i g h t  o f  a gun  can  so m e t im es  s t i m u l a t e
92a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r . "  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  when men a r e  a n g r y  

t h e y  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t o  b e  v i o l e n t  when guns a r e  p r e s e n t  

( e v e n  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  u s e d )  t h a n  when guns a r e  n o t  p r e s e n t .

The m essa g e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

seems to  b e  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  l i e  i n  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d ,  a l s o ,  w i t h i n  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l .  The n e x t  c h a p t e r  on Andrew J a c k s o n ' s  e a r l y  

y e a r s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  how e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  may a f f e c t  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l .

91 L e o n a rd  B e r k o w i t z  and  A n th o n y  L e P a g e ,  "Weapons as  
A g g r e s s i o n - E l i c i t i n g  S t i m u l i , "  i b i d . ,  p .  134;  an d  L e o n a r d  
B e r k o w i t z ,  " I m p u l s e ,  A g g r e s s i o n  and  t h e  G un ,"  P s y c h o l o g y  
Today 2 ( S e p te m b e r  1 9 6 8 ) : 1 9 - 2 0 .

92 Berkowitz, "Impulse, Aggression and the Gun,"
p. 19.



CHAPTER I I

ANDREW JACKSON: INCIDENTS OF

VIOLENCE TO 1806

Andrew J a c k s o n  i s  T e n n e s s e e ' s  m o s t  famous son"*" an d

one  o f  h e r  more c o n t e n t i o u s .  He was p r o c l a i m e d  " t h e  Dean o f
2

A m er ican  D u e l i s t s , "  and h i s  o p p o n e n t s  n e v e r  t i r e d  o f
3

p a i n t i n g  h im  as  a  f r o n t i e r  r u f f i a n  a n d  ev en  m u r d e r e r .

A 1931 p o l l  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  by  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  
B a n n e r  showed t h a t  J a c k s o n  was r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
T e n n e s s e a n .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  f o u r  more  o f  t h e  t e n  
g r e a t e s t  ( J o h n  S e v i e r ,  2nd;  N a th a n  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t ,  4 t h ;  Sam 
H o u s to n ,  5 t h ;  and Edward Ward Carmack,  7 th )  a r e  s u b j e c t s  o f  
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  a s  a r e  W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l  a n d  F e l i x  
Z o l l i c o f f e r  who f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  t o p  t w e n t y - f i v e .  A 1976 
B a n n e r  p o l l  o f  some two t h o u s a n d  members o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  saw J a c k s o n  s t i l l  f i r s t  w i t h  S e v i e r ,  
F o r r e s t ,  a n d  H o u s to n ,  th o u g h  s l i p p i n g  somewhat ,  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
t o p  t e n .  Carmack a n d  Z o l l i c o f f e r  w e re  d r o p p e d  a l t o g e t h e r ,  
w h i l e  C a r r o l l  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  to p  t w e n t y - f i v e .  Sandy 
S e a w r i g h t ,  "Ten ' G r e a t e s t  T e n n e s s e a n s ' - -A R e a p p r a i s a l , "  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  35 (Summer 1 9 7 6 ) : 2 2 2 - 2 3 .

2
U n p u b l i s h e d  t y p e s c r i p t ,  W i l l i a m  H enry  McRaven 

P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and  
A r c h i v e s ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .  H e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  
S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and  A r c h i v e s  w i l l  be  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  TSLA.

3
R o b e r t  V. R em in i ,  The E l e c t i o n  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  

( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J .  B. L i p p i n c o t t , 1 9 6 3 ) ,  p . 129;  W i l l i a m  S.
Hoffmann,  Andrew J a c k s o n  a n d  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P o l i t i c s  (C h a p e l  
H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  23;  an d
Edward  P e s s e n ,  J a c k s o n i a n  A m e r ic a :  S o c i e t y ,  P e r s o n a l i t y ,
a n d  P o l i t i c s ,  rev\! e d .  (Homewood, 111.  : D o rse y  P r e s s ,
T978)', p. 166.

36
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James L. A r m s t r o n g ' s  famous  1828 ca m p a ig n  b r o a d s i d e  was

t i t l e d ,  R e m i n i s c e n c e s ,  Or an E x t r a c t  f ro m  t h e  C a t a l o g u e  o f

G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n ' s  " J u v e n i l e  I n d e s c r e t i o n s "  B e tw e en  t h e  Ages 
4

o f  26 a n d  6 0 , w h ic h  c l a i m e d  t h e  Old Hero  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d

i n  n e a r l y  one h u n d r e d  f i g h t s ,  d u e l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a l t e r c a t i o n s

d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t i m e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  a c t u a l  " c a t a l o g u e "  l i s t e d

b u t  f o u r t e e n  i n c i d e n t s ,  J a c k s o n ' s  e a r l y  and  somewhat

u n s y m p a t h e t i c  b i o g r a p h e r  James P a r t o n  was w i l l i n g  to

s t i p u l a t e  A r m s t r o n g ' s  l a r g e r  f i g u r e  o f  one h u n d r e d ,  s i n c e  he

f e l t  t h a t  i t  was  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  " r a k e  o v e r  t h e  a s h e s  o f

a l l  t h e s e  e x t i n c t  q u a r r e l s . " " *  T h i s  w r i t e r  a g r e e s .

The p o i n t  i s  c l e a r  e n o u g h :  J a c k s o n  was a  man n o t e d

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  f o r  a  r e m a r k a b l y  v i o l e n t  t e m p e r a m e n t .

On o c c a s i o n s  h e  w ou ld  l a s h  o u t  v e r b a l l y  a t  t h o s e  who
£

f r u s t r a t e d  him; som et im es  he l a s h e d  o u t  p h y s i c a l l y .  He 

showed " a  t e n s e  n a t u r a l  t e m p e r a m e n t " ^  w h ic h  h i s  o p p o n e n t s  

f e a r e d  and  o f  w h i c h  h i s  f r i e n d s  were  d u l y  c h a r y .  The 

q u e s t i o n  o f  why he  was t h e  way he  was so m e t im es  a r i s e s ,  b u t

^Q u o ted  i n  James P a r t o n ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n , 
3 v o l s .  (New Y ork :  Mason B r o s . ,  1 8 5 9 - 6 1 ) ,  1 : 2 6 5 .

5 I b i d . ,  p .  266.

G lyndon  G. Van D eusen ,  The J a c k s o n i a n  E r a :  1 8 2 8 -
1 8 4 8 , The New A m er ic an  N a t i o n  S e r i e s  (New Y o r k : H a r p e r  and
Row, 1 9 5 9 ) ,  p p .  30,  45 .

^John S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  
(G ard en  C i t y ,  N .Y . :  D o u b le d ay  C o . ,  1916 ;  r e p r i n t  e d .
Hamden, Conn . :  Shoe S t r i n g ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  702.
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u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  c an  n o t  g i v e  a  p r e c i s e  a n s w e r  t o  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n .

S t u d e n t s  s e e k i n g  c l u e s  t o  J a c k s o n ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  an d  

i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t  may be  c a u t i o u s l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  c e r t a i n  

a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  w h ic h  a r e  s u g g e s t i v e .  J a c k s o n  

was d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t o c k ;  h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d  

s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  Andy was b o r n ,  h i s  s t r o n g  m o t h e r  r a i s e d  h im  

i n  r e l a t i v e s '  homes,  an d  he  was a  p u g n a c i o u s  l a d  who l e f t  

h i s  home t o  s e e k  an  u n c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d s  o f  

w h a t  was t o  become T e n n e s s e e .  A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e o r i z i n g  

c a n ,  and  h a s ,  b e e n  done w i t h  t h e s e  f a c t s .  The E n g l i s h m a n
O

P a r t o n  made t h e  m o s t  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y  a n d  

b lam e d  h i s  " N o r t h - o f - I r e l a n d "  s t o c k  f o r  b e i n g  p a r t i a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  J a c k s o n ' s  b e i n g  " a  f i g h t i n g  man, an d  l i t t l e
9

m o r e ."

P s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  hav e  

c o n n e c t e d  a b s e n t  f a t h e r s  w i t h  a g g r e s s i v e  boys  i n  many 

c a s e s . ^  Andy was c e r t a i n l y  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  young  b o y ,  b u t  

t h i s  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  he  was an  a g g r e s s i v e

g
R o b e r t  K e l l e y ,  " I d e o l o g y  an d  P o l i t i c a l  C u l t u r e  f ro m  

J e f f e r s o n  t o  N i x o n , "  A m e r ic an  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 82 ( J u n e  
1 9 7 7 ) :n .  21 .

^ P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 5 ,  3 : 6 9 5 .

■ ^ W il l i a m  McCord, J o a n  McCord, an d  A l l a n  Howard,  
" F a m i l i a l  C o r r e l a t e s  o f  A g g r e s s i o n  i n  N o n d e l i n q u e n t  Male  
C h i l d r e n , "  i n  The Dynamics  o f  A g g r e s s i o n :  I n d i v i d u a l ,  Group
a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  (New York:  H a r p e r  a n d  Row, 1 9 7 0 ; ;
A l b e r t  B a n d u ra  a n d  R i c h a r d  H. W a l t e r s ,  " A d o l e s c e n t  
A g g r e s s i o n , "  i n  Dynamics  o f  A g g r e s s i o n .
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a d u l t  b e c a u s e  h i s  f a t h e r  h ad  d i e d .  Some h i s t o r i a n s  hav e  

p o i n t e d  t o  h i s  " S p a r t a n  m o th e r "  E l i z a b e t h  an d  how t h i s  

s t r o n g  and  p i o u s  woman s p e n t  t h e  l o n g  w i n t e r  n i g h t s  t e l l i n g  

h e r  s o n s  s t o r i e s  o f  I r i s h  h e r o i s m ,  " i m p r e s s i n g  upon  them 

. . . t o  e x p e n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  . . . d e f e n d i n g  . . . t h e

n a t u r a l  r i g h t  o f  man."'*''*' J a c k s o n  may w e l l  h a v e  t a k e n  h i s  

m o t h e r ' s  f i n a l  w ords  t o  h e a r t  when s h e  a d v i s e d  h im  n e v e r  t o  

su e  i n  c o u r t  f o r  s l a n d e r  b u t  t o  " s e t t l e  them c a s e s
12y o u r s e l f " ;  h e  o f t e n  d i d  s e t t l e  t h o s e  c a s e s  h i m s e l f .

Andrew J a c k s o n  was a  man o f  many p a r t s  whose  

i n t e r e s t i n g  c h i l d h o o d  on t h e  Waxhaw f r o n t i e r  p r o b a b l y  

i m p r e s s e d  much upon h im .  The p r o b le m ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  l a c k  

o f  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  amount o f  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

h i s  e a r l y  d a y s .  I n  t r u t h ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  h i s t o r y  c a n  

n e i t h e r  c o n f i r m  n o r  deny  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  c h i l d h o o d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  on p e r s o n a l i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t  and  a d u l t  b e h a v i o r .  

F o r  h e u r i s t i c  p u r p o s e s ,  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  make n o t e  o f  any 

u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  i t s  s u b j e c t s  

a n d  a  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  

c h a p t e r .

■*■■*■ J o h n  R e id  an d  Jo h n  H enry  E a t o n ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew 
J a c k s o n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  M. C a re y  and  Son,  1 8 1 7 ) ,  p . ITT

12 T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  v e r s i o n s  o f  h e r  e x a c t  w ords  b u t  
t h e y  a l l  c a r r y  t h e  same m e an in g .  The v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  g i v e n  
i n  M ic h a e l  P a u l  R o g in ,  F a t h e r s  an d  C h i l d r e n :  Andrew J a c k s o n
an d  t h e  S u b j u g a t i o n  o f  t h e  A m er ican  I n d i a n  (New Y ork :
A l f r e d  A. K nopf ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p p .  44 ,  325.
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A f i n a l  p r e f a t o r y  p o i n t  on J a c k s o n ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y :

A r t h u r  S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r . ,  h a s  m a r s h a l e d  e v i d e n c e  en o u g h  t o

s t a t e  t h a t  J a c k s o n  a c t u a l l y  h a d  " s u p e r b  s e l f - c o n t r o l "  a n d
13t h a t  h i s  t e m p e ram en t  was a c t u a l l y  n o t  a  r e a l  p r o b le m .

Knowing h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  v i o l e n c e ,  J a c k s o n  f e i g n e d  h i s  

r a g e s  t o  s u i t  h i s  p u r p o s e s .  A l t h o u g h  S c h l e s i n g e r  was 

r e f e r r i n g  to  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  y e a r s ,  i t  seems t h a t  e v e n  

d u r i n g  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  T e n n e s s e e  J a c k s o n  u s u a l l y  h a d  a  ch e c k  

on  h i m s e l f .  I f  one  c o n s i d e r s  a  r a g e  a s  b e i n g  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

w h ic h  o n e ' s  e m o t io n s  g e t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  o n e ' s  w i l l ,  t h e n  

J a c k s o n ' s  v i o l e n c e  was a l m o s t  n e v e r  done i n  a  r a g e  an d  was 

s e ld o m  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  o n e . ^

The f o l l o w i n g  s t u d y  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n ' s  e x p l o s i v e  

b e h a v i o r  on t h e  f i e l d  a n d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  shows c e r t a i n  

p a t t e r n s  a n d  s u g g e s t s  a r e a s  f o r  i n q u i r y  i n  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

c a s e  s t u d i e s .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  s o u g h t  t o  

r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  war  a n d  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  l o n g  

r a n g e ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e ,  an d  im m e d ia te  f a c t o r s ;  a  s i m i l a r  c o u r s e  

may be c h a r t e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e .  L o n g - t e r m  c a u s e s  may 

b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  g e n e r a l  community  a t t i t u d e s ,  a n d  t h e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  and ,  w h ere  p o s s i b l e ,  f a m i l i a l  b a c k g r o u n d  

o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  J a c k s o n  h a d  a  k e e n l y  d e v e l o p e d  s e n s e

13A r t h u r  M. S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r . , The Age o f  J a c k s o n  
( B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown a n d  C o . ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  p p .  4 0 - 4 1 .

14A r a g e  seems t o  be  p a r t  o f  h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  
S e v i e r  a n d  W i l l i a m  M a c l in  an d  p e r h a p s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  w i t h  
W a i g h t s t i l l  A v e ry .
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o f  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r  an d  q u i c k l y  r o s e  t o  d e f e n d  i t .  H is  t e m p e r  

was f a m o u s ly  s h o r t  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  A r t h u r  S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r . , 

h a s  n o t e d  t h a t  J a c k s o n  was c a p a b l e  o f  a f f e c t i n g  r a g e s  t o  

s u i t  h i s  p u r p o s e s ,  J a c k s o n  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n d i s p u t a b l y  

q u i c k  t o  a n g e r .  T h i s  s h o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

W hi le  o n e ' s  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d  and  e a r l y  home l i f e  can  n o t  be 

c a u s a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  a s  an  a d u l t ,  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  a s t r o n g ,  d e v o u t  m o th e r  a n d  an a b s e n t  f a t h e r  

w i l l  b e  n o t e d  when t h e y  e x i s t .

I n t e r m e d i a t e  c a u s e s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  w i l l  be  n o t e d  

s i n c e  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  p s y c h o g e n i c  w e l l - b e i n g  may h av e  b e e n  

a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by  a  r e c e n t  r e v e r s e  such  a s  a  b u s i n e s s  

f a i l u r e  o r  a l o s t  e l e c t i o n .  Did t h e  v i o l e n c e  come a s  " a  

b o l t  f rom  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e , "  o r  w ere  t h e r e  p r e l i m i n a r y  

d e s t a b i l i z i n g  e v e n t s ?  I n  J a c k s o n ' s  c a s e ,  c o u l d  t h e s e  h a v e  

b e e n  l o s t  m i l i t i a  e l e c t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s  f a i l u r e s  an d  t h e  l o s s  

o f  h i s  home, and  a n  a b o r t e d  m i l i t a r y  cam pa ign?  I s  t h i s  a 

p a t t e r n ?  A l s o ,  J a c k s o n  was s o m e t h i n g  o f  a b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  

d a r k  f o r c e s  o f  c o n s p i r a c y  an d  o f t e n  saw " h i s  e n e m ie s "  

l u r k i n g  i n  t h e  shadows o f  t h o s e  who p r o v o k e d  h im .  S e v i e r  

was b e h i n d  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  m a j o r - g e n e r a l s h i p , th e  

M cNairys  w e r e  b e h i n d  D i c k i n s o n ,  D i c k i n s o n  b e h i n d  Swann, a n d  

t h e  E rw in s  an d  M cN airys  b e h i n d  t h e  B e n t o n s . Such  a 

p e r c e p t i o n  m ig h t  w e l l  c a u s e  an  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  t o  an o t h e r w i s e  

f o r g i v a b l e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n .
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The im m e d ia te  c a u s e s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  can  be  n e a t ly -  

t u c k e d  i n t o  t h e  f ram ew ork  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  f r u s t r a t i o n -  

a g g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s .  I f  r e d u c i n g  i t  a l l  t o  a  f o r m u l a  makes  

i t  seem to o  o r d i n a r y ,  t h e n  t h e  m o t i v e s  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  

J a c k s o n  s t i l l  r e m a i n  s i n g u l a r .  He d i d  n o t  seem t o  f i g h t  f o r  

money, o r  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  women; p o s s i b l y  he  f o u g h t  f o r  w h a t  

Abraham Maslow h a s  c a l l e d  e s t e e m  n e e d s :  t h e  n e e d  f o r

a c h i e v e m e n t ,  s t r e n g t h ,  c o m p e t e n c e ,  r e p u t a t i o n ,  a n d  s t a t u s  

o r  p r e s t i g e .  He f o u g h t  f o r  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w h ic h  c l a s s ­

c o n s c i o u s  g e n t l e m e n  c h e r i s h  m o s t .  The m e th o d  o f  combat  was 

n e v e r  c o v e r t  o r  s t e a l t h y ;  i t  was e i t h e r  t h e  e l a b o r a t e l y  

f o r m a l i z e d  d u e l ,  o r  i t  was o p e n l y  done on  t h e  s t r e e t s .  I t  

may be  t h a t  w i t h  t h e s e  l a s t  two p o i n t s  o f  m o t i v e  a n d  m e th o d  

t h a t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  i t s e l f

from t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  s u b a l t e r n  g r o u p s .

On a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s  b e tw e e n  1788 

and 1 8 1 3 ,  Andrew J a c k s o n  j e o p a r d i z e d  h i s  l i f e  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  

r e p u t a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  h e  more f r e q u e n t l y  f o u g h t  i n  t h e  

s t r e e t s ,  he t w i c e  went t o  t h e  d u e l l i n g  g r o u n d s  t o  p u n i s h  t h e  

" s l a n d e r s ,  p u p p y s  and c o w a r d l y  t a l e  b e a r e r s . "  The n e t  

r e s u l t  was  one man k i l l e d ,  s e v e r a l  wounded,  more t h a n  one  

e x c h a n g e  o f  b l o o d y  o a t h s ,  and a c row d o f  o b s e r v e r s  l e f t  

r o a r i n g  w i t h  l a u g h t e r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o u t c o m e s ,  

t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  one c o n s t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s - -

J a c k s o n  would  b r o o k  no i n s u l t s  t o  h i s  h o n o r .
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Andrew J a c k s o n  h e l d  h o n o r  more  s a c r e d  t h a n  l i f e .  He

w r o t e  to  S e n a t o r  W i l l i a m  Cocke i n  1 789 :  . . m y
15r e p u t a t i o n  i s  d e a r e r  t o  me t h a n  l i f e .  . . . "  T h i r t y - f o u r

y e a r s  l a t e r  he  t o l d  t h e  R e v e re n d  J o s h u a  D a n f o r t h ,

The s l a n d e r e r  i s  w o rse  t h a n  th e  m u r d e r e r  f o r  t h e  
m u r d e r e r  o n l y  t o o k  away l i f e  and l e f t  t h e  good c h a r a c t e r  
t o  d e s c e n d  as  t h e  good h e r i t a g e  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  i n s t e a d  
o f  h a v i n g  him a l i v i n g  monument o f  d i s g r a c e  and 
d e t a i l i n g  in fa m y  on h i s  c h i l d r e n . 1 6

J a c k s o n  may b e  a c c u s e d  by some o f  b e i n g  p o l i t i c a l l y

u n p r i n c i p l e d ,  b u t  f ew  would a c c u s e  h im  o f  l a c k i n g  a h i g h

s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r .

The f i r s t  man to  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  m a t u r e  J a c k s o n ' s

s e n s e  o f  h o n o r  was W a i g h t s t i l l  Avery i n  1788.  I n  o r d e r  to

a p p r e c i a t e  b e t t e r  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  d u e l ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o

r e v i e w  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  few  y e a r s .  A f t e r  t h e

d e a t h  o f  h i s  m o th e r  i n  1781, t h e  young  J a c k s o n  seemed t o

d r i f t ,  f i r s t  t o  t h e  t r a d e  o f  s a d d l i n g  f o r  s i x  months

t h e n  to  s c h o o l  b r i e f l y .  The d e a t h  o f  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  i n

I r e l a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e  f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  b o y  a c o m f o r t a b l e

i n h e r i t a n c e ,  and  he s e t  o f f  f o r  C h a r l e s t o n  t o  c o l l e c t  i t .

The money t h a t  c o u l d  have  b e e n  i n v e s t e d  i n  l a n d  o r  f u r t h e r

f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  w a s ,  i n s t e a d ,  soon l o s t  on t h e  easy

t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  h i g h  l i v i n g  a n d  h o r s e  r a c i n g .  He s p e n t  i t

J a c k s o n  t o  Cocke, 25 June  1 7 9 8 ,  J o h n  S p e n c e r  
B a s s e t t ,  e d . , C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n , 7 v o l s . 
(W a s h in g to n ,  D . C . : C a r n e g i e  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  1 9 2 6 - 3 5 ) ,  1 : 4 9 .

16 J a c k s o n ' s  w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t  o f  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
D a n f o r t h ,  20 A p r i l  1832 ,  Em il  H u r j a  C o l l e c t i o n ,  M a n u s c r i p t  
S e c t i o n ,  TSLA,
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a l l  a n d  w en t  i n t o  d e b t .  Only  a  p r o v i d e n t i a l  r o l l  o f  t h e

d i c e  e n a b l e d  h im  t o  pay o f f  h i s  d e b t s  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e

Waxhaws on  h i s  own h o r s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  on s h a n k s '  m a r e . ^

The l e g a c y  he t o o k  w i t h  h im  f rom  C h a r l e s t o n  was a

b u d d i n g  r e s o l v e  t o  become a g e n t l e m a n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  m a t r o n s

o f  C h a r l e s t o n  s o c i e t y  p r o b a b l y  h a d  n o t  a d m i t t e d  h im  i n t o

t h e i r  d r a w in g  ro o m s ,  he h a d  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  young

g e n t l e m e n ,  and ,  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  i t ,  he  b e g a n  to  a d o p t  t h e i r  
18f i n e  m a n n e r s .  Now he h a d  a  g o a l .  He w o u ld  become one  o f  

them.

W h a tev e r  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n ,  t h e  young  J a c k s o n  soon

t h e r e a f t e r  d e c i d e d  upon a  c a r e e r  o f  law .  S t i l l ,  l i f e  d i d

n o t  go e a s i l y  f o r  him, a s  h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  r e a d  l a w  w i t h  t h e

p r o m i n e n t  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  a t t o r n e y  W a i g h t s t i l l  A v e ry  o f
19M o rg a n to n  was r e j e c t e d .  F a i l i n g  h e r e  h e  was a c c e p t e d  i n

20S a l i s b u r y  by S p r u c e  Macay. D u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  t h e r e  he

a c q u i r e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  " t h e  m o s t  r o a r i n g ,

r o l l i c k i n g ,  g a m e - c o c k i n g ,  c a r d - p l a y i n g ,  m i s c h i e v o u s  f e l l o w
21t h a t  e v e r  l i v e d  i n  S a l i s b u r y . "  J a c k s o n  l a t e r  r e c a l l e d ,

■^Marquis  Jam es ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  
( I n d i a n a p o l i s :  B o b b s - M e r r i l l  Co. , 1938) , pp~! 3 1 - 3 4 .

1 8B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p .  1 1 .

" ^ I b i d .  , p . 1 2 .

^ J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  33.
21 P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 1 0 4 ;  B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p .  21;  

an d  J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  34\
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22"Yes  . . .  I  was b u t  a  raw  l a d  t h e n .  . . . "  He c h a n g e d

law  t u t o r s ,  f i n i s h e d  h i s  s t u d i e s  u n d e r  J o h n  S t o k e s ,  a n d  was 

t h e r e a f t e r  a d m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  l aw  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i n

1787.

S u c c e s s ,  i f  n o t  a  l e s s  r e f i n e d  fo rm  o f  t h e  good

l i f e ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e l u d e  h im .  He s e t  up h i s  f i r s t  p r a c t i c e

i n  M a r t i n s v i l l e  b u t  was f o r c e d  t o  s u p p le m e n t  h i s  l e g a l  f e e s
23by  t e n d i n g  s t o r e  and  a c t i n g  a s  c o n s t a b l e .  Then h i s

o p p o r t u n i t y  a p p e a r e d .  H is  f o r m e r  c l a s s m a t e  a t  S p ru ce

M a c a y ' s ,  J o h n  M cNairy ,  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h

C a r o l i n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  be  t h e  j u d g e  o f  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t

o f  t h e  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  Mero d i s t r i c t  ( c o n s i s t i n g  o f

D a v id s o n ,  Sumner, an d  T e n n e s s e e  c o u n t i e s  a l o n g  t h e

C um ber land  R i v e r ) , an d  McNairy  a g r e e d  t o  a p p o i n t  h i s  f r i e n d

t o  be  t h e  a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l .  J a c k s o n  m u s t  h a v e  a p p r e c i a t e d

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  w h a t  i t  was ,  h i s  c h a n c e  t o  s t a r t  anew and

e s t a b l i s h  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n .  I n  t h e  Mero d i s t r i c t  h e  c o u l d
25a c h i e v e  t h e  s u c c e s s  a n d  p o s i t i o n  h e  c o v e t e d .  I n  A p r i l ,

1788,  M cN airy  a n d  J a c k s o n ,  t h e  l a t t e r  c a r r y i n g  two p i s t o l s ,

22A r c h i b a l d  H e n d e r s o n ,  " J a c k s o n ' s  L oose  L i v i n g  
Common S i n  o f  H is  P e r i o d ,  But  R e c o rd s  Show T h a t  He Has Been 
Much L i b e l l e d , "  R a l e i g h  (N .C . )  News and  O b s e r v e r ,  17 O c t o b e r  
1926.  ---------  --------------------------------

23 B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n ,  p p .  1 2 -1 3 ;  J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n ,  p p .
3 7 -3 8 .

24 Jam e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  800.
25 H a r r i e t t e  S impson  Arnow, S e e d t im e  on t h e  

C u m b e r la n d  (New York:  M a c m i l l a n  C o ~  i 9 6 0 )  , p p . Z4 8 -4 9 .
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a r i f l e ,  h a l f  a  dozen  b o o k s ,  a n d  h i s  h u n t i n g  d o g s ,  b e g a n

t h e i r  t r e k  o v e r  t h e  B lu e  R id g e  M o u n ta in s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  
26h i n t e r l a n d s .  How v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h i s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t o

t h e  young  jo u rn e y m a n  a n d  l a w y e r .  H is  f u t u r e  l a y  i n  f r o n t  o f

h im ,  and  he  w o u ld  n o t  f a i l .

On t h e i r  p a s s a g e  w e s t  t h e  two men s t o p p e d  o f f  f o r  a
27t im e  i n  J o n e s b o r o u g h ,  i n  u p p e r  e a s t  T e n n e s s e e .  I t  was

h e r e ,  i n  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t ,  t h a t  Andrew J a c k s o n  i s s u e d  h i s

f i r s t  f o r m a l  c h a l l e n g e  t o  d u e l .  A r e c e n t  b i o g r a p h e r  h a s

i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h i s  a f f a i r  w i t h  W a i g h t s t i l l  A very  was a t  l e a s t

p a r t i a l l y  c o n t r i v e d  by  J a c k s o n  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  l a r g e r  p l a n  t o
28e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  a s  a  g e n t l e m a n .  P e r h a p s  J a c k s o n  was 

r e a s o n i n g  s y l l o g i s t i c a l l y : o n l y  g e n t l e m e n  f i g h t  d u e l s ;  i f

Andrew J a c k s o n  f i g h t s  a  d u e l ,  Andrew J a c k s o n  i s  a g e n t l e m a n .  

T h i s  w r i t e r  p r e f e r s  a  s i m p l e r  c o n c e p t :  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n -

a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s .

The h y p o t h e s i s  and  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  l a t e r  c l a r i f i c a ­

t i o n s  w e re  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  I ,  b u t  a  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  may 

b e  h e l p f u l .  F r u s t r a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  an  o n - g o i n g  

g o a l  s e q u e n c e ,  a lw a y s  p r o d u c e s  an  i n s t i g a t i o n  t o  a g g r e s s i o n .  

A g g r e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f

2 6J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , pp .  4 1 - 4 5 .
27 H e r e a f t e r  t h e  modern s p e l l i n g  o f  J o n e s b o r o  w i l l  b e  

u s e d .  I t  was c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 s .
28 James C. C u r t i s ,  Andrew J a c k s o n  a n d  t h e  S e a r c h  

f o r  V i n d i c a t i o n  ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e , Brown & C o . ,  1 0 7 6 ) ,  p p .
1 6 - 1 8 .
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i n s t i g a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s i o n .  An

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f  i n s t i g a t i o n  i s  t h a t

" w i t h d r a w a l  o f  f o o d  f ro m  a h u n g r y  dog s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  more

g r o w l i n g  and  b a r i n g  o f  t e e t h  t h a n  s i m i l a r  w i t h d r a w a l  f ro m  a 
29s a t i a t e d  d o g . "  T h i s  p r i n c i p a l ,  a p p l i e d  t o  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  

w o u ld  r e a d :  " I n s u l t s  t o  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  an u n e s t a b l i s h e d

b u t  a s p i r i n g  g e n t l e m a n  s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  m ore  a g g r e s s i o n  t h a n  

s i m i l a r  d e n i g r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  and  s e c u r e  

g e n t l e m a n . "  The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n h i b i t e r  i s  t h e  f e a r  o f  

p u n i s h m e n t ,  so  t h a t ,  u n l e s s  someone i s  so  a n g r y  t h a t  he 

" t h r o w [ s ]  c a u t i o n  t o  t h e  w i n d s , "  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  i n h i b i t i o n  and  t h e  

amount o f  p u n i s h m e n t  e x p e c t e d .  T h e re  w o u ld  seem t o  be  two 

form s  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e  d u e l i s t :  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y  o r

d e a t h  and  s o c i a l  d i s a p p r o b a t i o n .  I t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d  

t h a t  J a c k s o n  h e l d  h o n o r  more  s a c r e d  t h a n  l i f e ,  an d  t h e  

i n c i d e n c e  o f  d u e l i n g  among g e n t l e m e n  who s u f f e r e d  n e i t h e r  

r e j e c t i o n  by t h e i r  p e e r s  n o r  t h e  s a n c t i o n s  o f  l aw  p r o b a b l y  

n e g a t e d  i n  h i s  mind  any  f e a r  o f  t h i s  s e c o n d  fo rm  o f  

p u n i s h m e n t .  Thus ,  w i t h  h i s  i n h i b i t i o n s  a t  a  minimum, a 

s t r o n g  f r u s t r a t i o n  m i g h t  w e l l  p r o d u c e  a g g r e s s i o n .

29 T h i s  summary i s  f rom  J o h n  D o l l a r d ,  L e o n a r d  W. 
Doob, N e a l  E. M i l l e r ,  0 .  H. Mower, and  R o b e r t  S. S e a r s ,  
F r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  A g g r e s s i o n  (New Haven: Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y
Press, 1939), pp. 22-32.
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The s o u r c e  o f  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  was W a i g h t s t i l l  Avery ,

a  man who r e p r e s e n t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  J a c k s o n  was n o t ,  y e t

s o u g h t  t o  b e . Avery h a d  b e e n  b o r n  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  an d

e d u c a t e d  a t  P r i n c e t o n .  As a  s i g n e r  o f  t h e  M e c k le n b u rg

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  an d  a  f r e q u e n t  member o f  N o r th

C a r o l i n a ' s  G e n e r a l  A sse m b ly ,  he became a f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r  o f
30h i s  s t a t e  a n d  a b a s t i o n  o f  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  C o u ld  i t  

h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  t w e n t y - o n e - y e a r - o l d  J a c k s o n  was t r y i n g  

d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  im p r e s s  t h e  o l d e r  man, and s y m b o l i c a l l y  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w h ich  he  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  t h a t  h e ,  J a c k s o n ,  was 

w o r t h y  o f  them ,  a new b u t  e a r n e s t  g e n t l e m a n ?  I f  s o ,  one can 

u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  day  i n  c o u r t .

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a  g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  as  t o  w h a t  

h a p p e n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  two men, t h e r e  i s  a l s o  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  

J a c k s o n ' s  p a p e r s  i n  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  a r c h i v e s  c o n t a i n  a copy o f  

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w h ic h  i s  o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  a n d  a 

few n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g s  f ro m  l a t e r  d a y s ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  h i s  

p u b l i s h e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a d d s  l i t t l e .  P a r t o n ' s  a c c o u n t  i s  

b a s e d  on a l e t t e r  f rom A v e r y ' s  son  w h ic h  g i v e s  a p a r t i a l  and 

so m e t im es  i n a c c u r a t e  d e p i c t i o n ;  J a m e s ' s  r e n d i t i o n  i s  b a s e d  

on a  s o u r c e  t h a t  nowhere  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  James c i t e s ;

30 J o h n  S t r o t h e r  t o  J o h n  Gray B l o u n t ,  16 A u g u s t  1801, 
W i l l i a m  H. M a s t e r s o n ,  e d . , The J o h n  Gray B l o u n t  P a p e r s , 3 
v o l s .  ( R a l e i g h :  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s  and H i s t o r y ,
1 9 5 2 - 6 5 ) ,  3 : 4 8 2 ;  John  H. W h e e l e r ,  H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h e s  o f  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a , 2 v o l s .  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  L i p p i n c o t t ,  Grambo
and  C o . , 1 8 5 1 ) ,  1 : 5 6 - 5 7 ,  2 : 7 0 .
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an d  A l l i s o n 1s Dropped  S t i t c h e s , w h ic h  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e

r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  e y e w i t n e s s e s ,  i s  i l l o g i c a l .  P e r h a p s  i t  was

f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  B a s s e t t  o m i t s  t h e  d u e l .  The

f o l l o w i n g  i s  b a s e d  on  c o n s e n s u s  w i t h  t h e  more i m p o r t a n t

e x c e p t i o n s  n o t e d .

J a c k s o n ' s  l a c k  o f  e d u c a t i o n  an d  e x p e r i e n c e  l e f t  him

l i t t l e  m a tch  f o r  A v e ry  i n  t h e  c o u r t r o o m .  Among t h e  h a l f

d o z e n  books J a c k s o n  h a d  c a r r i e d  w i t h  h im  was a  copy o f

M at thew  B a c o n ' s  A b r id g e m e n t  o f  t h e  L aw , and  a b o u t  t h e  b e s t

he c o u l d  do was t o  make h a l t i n g  and so m e t im e s  i n a c c u r a t e
31r e f e r e n c e s  t o  " t h e  l e a r n e d  B a c o n . "  Avery became a n n o y e d

w i t h  t h e  young  c o u n s e l o r  an d  b eg an  t o  u s e  v e r y  s a r c a s t i c

l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  h e l d  J a c k s o n ' s  kn o w led g e  o f  t h e  law i n  
32d i s r e p u t e .  J a c k s o n  may h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  comments as  a

c h a l l e n g e  t o  h i s  i n c i p i e n t  r e p u t a t i o n .  He l a s h e d  b a c k ,  " I

may n o t  know a s  much law  a s  t h e r e  i s  i n  Bacon b u t  I  know
33e n o u g h  n o t  t o  t a k e  i l l e g a l  f e e s ! "  Avery  e x c l a i m e d ,  " I t ' s  

f a l s e  a s  h e l l ! "  J a c k s o n  t o r e  o f f  a  l e a f  o f  Bacon a n d  i s s u e d

31Mary J o h n s o n  A very ,  "Andrew J a c k s o n ' s  F i r s t  D u e l , "  
H o l l a n d ' s  The M agaz ine  o f  t h e  S ou th  (November  1 9 3 2 ) ,  
c l i p p i n g  i n  J a c k s o n  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no a v a i l a b l e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  t r i a l  
i t s e l f .

32A v e r y ' s  s o n ,  I s a a c  T.  A v e ry ,  w r o t e ,  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  
P a r t o n ,  "My f a t h e r  r a t h e r  e x u l t i n g l y  r i d i c u l e d  some l e g a l  
p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  by J a c k s o n ;  u s i n g ,  a s  he  a f t e r w a r d s  a d m i t t e d ,  
l a n g u a g e  more s a r c a s t i c  t h a n  was c a l l e d  f o r . "  P a r t o n ,  
J a c k s o n , 1 : 1 6 2 .

33A p p a r e n t l y ,  Avery h a d  c h a r g e d  a f e e  t o  w h i c h  he 
h a d  n o t  b e e n  f u l l y  e n t i t l e d ,  b u t  he h a d  r e t u r n e d  i t .  Jam es ,  
J a c k s o n , p .  4 6 .
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t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  h o n o r .  T h i s  was  11 A u g u s t  1788, and  a  copy  

o f  t h i s  n o t e  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t .

I n  c o u r t  t h e  n e x t  day  when Avery made no a c k n o w l e d g e ­

ment  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y ' s  c h a l l e n g e ,  J a c k s o n  made a n o t h e r :

S i r :  When a  m an 's  f e e l i n g s  a n d  c h a r a c t o r  a r e  i n j u r e d  h e
o u g h t  t o  s e e k  a s p e e d y  r e d r e s s ;  you r e e d ,  a few  l i n e s  
f rom  me y e s t e r d a y  a n d  u n d o u b t e d l y  y o u  u n d e r s t o o d  me. My 
c h a r a c t o r  y o u  have i n j u r e d ;  a n d  f u r t h e r  you h a v e  
I n s u l t e d  me i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a c o u r t  and a l a r g e  
a u d i a n c .  I  t h e r e f o r e  c a l l  u p o n  you a s  a g e n t l e m a n  t o  
g i v e  me s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  Same; a n d  I  f u r t h e r  c a l l  
upon you t o  g i v e  Me a n  a n s w e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h o u t  
E q u i v o c a t i o n  and I  h o p e  you c a n  do w i t h o u t  d i n n e r  u n t i l  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  done;  f o r  i t  i s  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  
c h a r a c t o r  o f  a  g e n t l e m a n  when he  I n j u r e s  a man t o  make a 
s p e e d y  r e p a r a t i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e  I  hope y o u  w i l l  n o t  f a i l  i n  
m e e t i n g  me t h i s  day .  from y r  o b t  s t

P  S  t h i s  E v e n in g  a f t e r  c o u r t  a d j o u m e d 3 4

A very  now had  no c h o i c e  b u t  to  h a v e  h i s  s e c o n d ,  J o h n

A d a i r ,  a r r a n g e  f o r  a m e e t i n g  t h a t  e v e n i n g  a t  s u n s e t .  The

above  m e n t i o n e d  l e t t e r  f r o m  A v e r y ' s  son  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e :

My f a t h e r  was  no d u e l i s t ;  i n  f a c t  he  was o p p o s e d  to  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e ;  b u t ,  w i t h  h i s  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  i n  t h e  a g e  and  
c o u n t r y ,  t o  have  d e c l i n e d  w o u l d  hav e  b e e n  to  h a v e  l o s t  
c a s t e . [ em p h as i s  a d d e d ] 35

A g e n t l e m a n ' s  d u t y  was c l e a r ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e re  no a l t e r n a t i v e s

a t  t h a t  t im e  w i t h  t h a t  man.

Q /

J a c k s o n  to  A v e r y ,  12 A u g u s t  1788 ,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 5 .

35 Avery t o  P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 1 6 2 ;  Avery w r o t e  t h a t  
h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d u e l  h a d  b e e n  v e r i f i e d  by J o h n  A d a i r  a n d  
J a c k s o n ,  b u t  h e  h a s  t h e  d u e l  b e i n g  f o u g h t  on 11 A u g u s t  
r a t h e r  t h a n  12 A u g u s t .  He a l s o  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  men w ere  
t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  e a c h  o t h e r  on t h e  g r o u n d s ,  w h ich  t h e y  m o s t  
p r o b a b l y  were  n o t ,  and h e  o m i t s  an y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f i n a l  
e x c h a n g e  o f  " B a c o n . "
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The d u e l  i t s e l f  p r o v i d e d  a  b i t  o f  comic  r e l i e f .  The

f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  J a c k s o n  an d  t h e  h o n o r  o f  A very  w e re

a p p a r e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d  by m e r e l y  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d

s p o t ,  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a i r  and  s h a k i n g  h a n d s .  A v e ry ,

h o w e v e r ,  had  a f i n a l  t w i t .  He a p p r o a c h e d  J a c k s o n  s a y i n g

t h a t  he  h a d  f e a r e d  m o r t a l l y  w ound ing  h im,  an d  he  knew t h a t

i n  t h a t  e v e n t  J a c k s o n  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t  t o  d i e  w i t h o u t  h i s

b e l o v e d  Bacon.  A very  p r e s e n t e d  h im  w i t h  a  s i d e  o f  c u r e d
36b a c o n .  The crowd r o a r e d .  Many y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when he was 

r e m in d e d  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  J a c k s o n  was a b l e  t o  j o i n  t h e  

l a u g h t e r . ^

Andrew J a c k s o n  h a d  t h u s  f o u g h t  h i s  f i r s t  d u e l .  The 

f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  h e l p s  t o  c l a r i f y  why. H is  

" o n - g o i n g  g o a l  s e q u e n c e "  was h i s  d e s i r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  

a s  a  g e n t l e m a n ,  an d  W a i g h t s t i l l  A v e r y ' s  s h a r p  t o n g u e  and  

c o u r t r o o m  b a r b s  f r u s t r a t e d  t h a t  g o a l  s e q u e n c e .  The 

e s t a b l i s h e d  g e n t l e m a n  was n o t  t r e a t i n g  h im  w i t h  t h e  r e s p e c t  

J a c k s o n  p r o b a b l y  f e l t  he s h o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a s  a  p e e r .

T h i s  p r o d u c e d  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  t o  a g g r e s s i o n  w h ic h  was s t r o n g  

e nough  t o  o u t w e i g h  h i s  i n h i b i t i o n s .  He f o u g h t ,  a n d ,  by t h e  

f i g h t ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  h e  was a  man t o  b e  r e c k o n e d  w i t h .

36 The a c c o u n t  i n  J o h n  A l l i s o n ,  Dropped  S t i t c h e s  i n  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r y  ( N a s h v i l l e :  M a r s h a l l  an d  Cruce  C o . ,
1 8 9 7 ) ,  p p . 1 1 4 - 1 5 ,  h a s  J a c k s o n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b a c o n  to  Avery ,  
b u t  t h i s  does  n o t  seem l o g i c a l  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
e v e n t s  i n  c o u r t .  He a l s o  h a s  them  d u e l l i n g  on 11 A u g u s t .

"^Parton, Jackson, 1:126.
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T h e re  a r e  two f u r t h e r  p o i n t s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  be  n o t e d

a b o u t  t h e  d u e l .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  e m i n e n t  h i s t o r i a n  V ernon  L.

P a r r i n g t o n  h a s  d e p i c t e d  J a c k s o n  as  " f u n d a m e n t a l l y  r e a l i s t i c "

a n d  p o s s e s s e d  o f  " f e w  r o m a n t i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , "  when i t

came t o  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  J a c k s o n  was a  r o m a n t i c  who d e f e n d e d

h i s  good name ( e v e n  when he d i d  n o t  y e t  p o s s e s s  o n e )  w i t h  
38h i s  l i f e .  S e co n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  l a c k

o f  s o c i e t a l  s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  f r o n t i e r  d u e l i s t .  T h r e e

m onths  l a t e r  he  was a p p o i n t e d  a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Mero

D i s t r i c t ,  an d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  was c o n f i r m e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  by
39t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

D u r in g  t h e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  b e tw e e n  t h e  d u e l  w i t h  A very

a n d  t h e  q u a r r e l  w i t h  S e v i e r ,  J a c k s o n  won h i s  r e p u t a t i o n .

I n  N a s h v i l l e ,  h e  q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s  an  e f f e c t i v e

p u b l i c  p r o s e c u t o r ,  a n d  h i s  p r i v a t e  law  p r a c t i c e  f l o u r i s h e d

a s  h e  f o r c e f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  m o n e y l e n d e r s  
40a n d  m e r c h a n t s .  A l t h o u g h  he  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  m i d d l e  

T e n n e s s e e  t o o  l a t e  t o  b e  q u a l i f i e d  o r  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a 

" f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r "  o f  t h a t  r e g i o n , ^  he  d i d  b e g i n  t o  h o l d

O Q

Vernon  L o u i s  P a r r i n g t o n ,  Main C u r r e n t s  i n  A m er ica n  
T h o u g h t ,  3 v o l s .  (New York :  H a r c o u r t , B ra c e  & W o r ld ,  1958)  ,
1 : 1 4 7 .

39 The a p p o i n t m e n t  h a d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
p r o m i s e d  by M cN airy .  J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  800 .

^ J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p p .  4 7 - 4 8 ;  B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p p .  
1 6 - 1 7 ;  an d  R o b e r t  V. R em in i ,  Andrew J a c k s o n  (New York:
Twayne P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p . 2 9 - 3 0 .

41Arnow, S e e d t im e  on t h e  C u m b e r l a n d , p p .  3 3 4 -3 5 ;  
B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p .  17 .
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i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  by  t h e  m i d - 1 7 9 0 s .  The 

m e t a m o r p h o s i s  o f  t h e  Waxhaw r o u g h n e c k  i n t o  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  

g e n t l e m a n  moved a p a c e .  He r e p r e s e n t e d  D a v id s o n  C ounty  i n  

T e n n e s s e e ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1796 an d  was 

T e n n e s s e e ' s  f i r s t  c o n g r e s s m a n .  He t h e n  was s e n t  t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,  w h e re  he  s p e n t  a b o u t  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  

r e t u r n i n g  home t o  b e  a j u d g e  on t h e  s t a t e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  

f ro m  1798 t o  1 8 0 4 . 42

The c o n d i t i o n s  i n  N a s h v i l l e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w ere  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  an  a g g r e s s i v e  young

l a w y e r  l i k e  Andrew J a c k s o n .  A n i t a  S. G o o d s t e i n  h a s  r e c e n t l y

n o t e d  t h a t  f ro m  1780 t o  1800 " t h e  f r o n t i e r  v i l l a g e  o f

N a s h v i l l e "  l o o k e d  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  b a s e d  on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

p i o n e e r  v i r t u e s  o f  p h y s i c a l  c o u r a g e ,  e n d u r a n c e ,  a n d  a  t a l e n t  
43t o  s u r v i v e .  I n d i a n  r a i d s  h a d  a c c u s to m e d  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

b e t w e e n  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  to  v i o l e n c e .  The c o u r t s  o f  

t h e  town p r o t e c t e d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h o r s e  

t h i e v e s  w ere  p u n i s h e d  s a v a g e l y  w i t h  t h i r t y - s e v e n  l a s h e s  on 

t h e  b a r e  b a c k ;  y e t  t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  o f  a s s a u l t

a n d  b a t t e r y  r a r e l y  b r o u g h t  a  p u n i s h m e n t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a  penny

42 J .  G. M. Ramsey, The A n n a l s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  t o  t h e  End 
o f  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  ( C h a r l e s t o n ,  S . C. :  W a lk e r  and
J o n e s , 1853;  r e p r i n t  e d . , K n o x v i l l e :  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  650,  676 ,  699;  J o s h u a  W. 
C a l d w e l l ,  S k e t c h e s  o f  t h e  Bench an d  Bar  o f  T e n n e s s e e
(K n o x v i1 l e i  Ogden B ro s .  & C o . ,  1 8 9 8 ) ,  p . T71

43 A n i t a  S. G o o d s t e i n ,  " L e a d e r s h i p  on t h e  N a s h v i l l e  
F r o n t i e r ,  1 7 8 0 - 1 8 0 0 , "  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r L y  35 
(Summer 1 9 7 6 ) : 1 7 5 .
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f i n e . 44 The c o u r a g e o u s  y o u n g  p u b l i c  p r o s e c u t o r ,  " t h e
45e p i t o m e  o f  t h e  man o f  a c t i o n , "  saw b o t h  h i s  p u r s e  and h i s

p o s i t i o n  grow l a r g e  i n  t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t .

J a c k s o n ' s  r o m a n t i c  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  good name i n c r e a s e d

g e o m e t r i c a l l y  when t h e  good  name o f  h i s  b e l o v e d  w i f e  R a c h e l

was c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n . 4 ^ The s t o r y  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e s  i s  
47f a m i l i a r .  When h e  f i r s t  moved t o  N a s h v i l l e  h e  b o a r d e d  i n

t h e  home o f  t h e  widow o f  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  N a s h v i l l e , Jo h n

D o n e l s o n ,  a n d  i t  was t h e r e  t h a t  h e  met  a n d  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h

h i s  y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r ,  R a c h e l .  R a c h e l  D o n e l s o n  R o b a rd s  was

m a r r i e d  b u t  e s t r a n g e d  f ro m  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  L e w is ,  who was
48l i v i n g  i n  K e n t u c k y .  Lew is  and R a c h e l  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  t r i e d  

t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  

came t o  N a s h v i l l e  b u t  became j e a l o u s  o f  J a c k s o n  a n d ,  when

4 4 I b i d . ,  p p .  1 7 7 - 7 8 ,  190,  197.

4 ^ C ru c e  S t a r k ,  "The H i s t o r i c a l  I r r e l e v a n c e  o f  H e r o e s :  
H enry  A dam s 's  Andrew J a c k s o n , "  A m er ican  L i t e r a t u r e  46 (May 
1 9 7 4 ) :173 .

46 I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  was a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h i g h l a n d e r  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  " t h e  l a s t  
d ro p  o f  h i s  b l o o d . "  H o ra c e  K e p h a r t ,  Our S o u t h e r n  H i g h ­
l a n d e r s  (New York:  M a c m i l l a n  C o . , 1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  387.
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  e x t e n d e d  b ey o n d  t h e  
h i g h l a n d s .

47 B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , pp .  1 7 - 2 0 ;  J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p p .  
4 8 - 7 4 ;  R em in i ,  J a c k s o n , p p .  2 8 -3 3 ;  C u r t i s ,  J a c k s o n , pp .  2 5 -  
28; R o g in ,  F a t h e r s  a n d  C h i l d r e n , p p .  5 9 - 6 3 ;  and ,  m o s t  
r e c e n t l y ,  H a r r i e t  C h a p p e l l  Owsley ,  "The M a r r i a g e s  o f  R a c h e l  
D o n e l s o n , "  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  36 ( W i n t e r  1 9 7 7 ) :  
4 7 9 - 9 2 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  some d i s a g r e e m e n t s  among t h e  
s o u r c e s ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  h e r e  t h e y  n e e d  n o t  be d e t a i l e d .

48A t  t h a t  t im e  w h a t  i s  now K e n tu c k y  was p a r t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a .
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t h e  two men f e l l  o u t ,  R obards  r e t u r n e d  t o  K e n tu c k y .  I n  t h e  

s e c o n d  i n s t a n c e ,  R a c h e l  went t o  h im  i n  K en tu c k y  o n l y  t o  

q u a r r e l  and  l e a v e .  E s c o r t e d  b y  J a c k s o n ,  she  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

home o f  h e r  s i s t e r .

J a c k s o n  c o n t i n u e d  to  p l a y  a l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h i s  

u n t i d y  a f f a i r  when news a r r i v e d  t h a t  R o b a rd s  was once  a g a i n  

com ing  to  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  c o u n t r y  t o  r e c l a i m  h i s  w i f e .  At t h e  

p l e a d i n g  o f  o t h e r s ,  J a c k s o n  a g r e e d  to  accompany t h e  t r a d i n g  

p a r t y  t h a t  R a c h e l  h a d  a s k e d  t o  j o i n  i n  i t s  p a s s a g e  to  

N a t c h e z .  The t h r e e  h u n d r e d  m i l e  j o u r n e y  s a f e l y  c o m p l e t e d ,  

he r e t u r n e d  t o  N a s h v i l l e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B a s s e t t ,  a  few 

m on ths  l a t e r  news a r r i v e d  t h a t  R o b a rd s  h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  a  

d i v o r c e  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  J a c k s o n  a g a i n
49t r a v e l e d  t o  N a t c h e z ,  t h i s  t im e  t o  make R a c h e l  h i s  w i f e .

A l l  was  w e l l  f o r  th e  n e x t  two y e a r s  as  t h e  J a c k s o n s ,  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  r e t u r n  f ro m  N a t c h e z ,  made t h e i r  home a t  h i s  

p l a n t a t i o n ,  " H u n t e r ' s  H i l l , "  n e a r  N a s h v i l l e .  T h e n ,  i n  

December 1793 ,  th ey  l e a r n e d  t h a t  R o b a r d s 1s r e q u e s t  f o r  a 

d i v o r c e  had  b e e n  d e n i e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and  t h a t  he  h a d  

o n l y  b ee n  g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  to  s u e  i n  c o u r t  f o r  i t ,  w h ich  he  

h a d  n o t  done .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  R o b a rd s  had l e d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  

N a s h v i l l e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  t h e  d i v o r c e ,  

b u t  h e  h e l d  up  h i s  s u i t  u n t i l  S e p te m b e r  1793,  when t h e  c o u r t  

r u l e d  t h a t  " R a c h e l  R o b a r d s ,  h a t h  d e s e r t e d  t h e  p l a n t i f f ,

Lewis  R o b a rd s ,  and h a t h ,  and d o t h ,  s t i l l  l i v e  i n  a d u l t e r y

49Bassett, Jackson, pp. 18-19.
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[ s i c ]  w i t h  a n o t h e r  man. I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  

c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  m a r r i a g e  . . .  b e  d i s s o l v e d . T h e  

d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  news on  R a c h e l  and  Andrew was 

p r o b a b l y  m a g n i f i e d  by  t h e i r  m u t u a l  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  t h e y  

s h a r e d  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  b l a m e .  On t h e  u r g i n g s  o f  h i s  

f r i e n d  Jo h n  C o f f e e ,  J a c k s o n  a n d  R a c h e l  s u b m i t t e d  t o  a s e c o n d  

m a r r i a g e  ceremony i n  J a n u a r y  1 7 9 4 .

C l e a r l y  a s  a p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  an d  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  

c o u r t ,  Andrew J a c k s o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  h ad  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

co m p e ten ce  a n d  good j u d g m e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

Robards  had  b e e n  g r a n t e d  a d i v o r c e  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  But  e v e n  more he may have  b e e n  n a g g e d  by 

d o u b t s  t h a t  h e  l e t  h i s  h e a r t  g e t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  h i s  h e a d .  He 

c o n f i d e d  t o  J o h n  C o f f e e  t h a t  h e  f e l t  g u i l t y  f o r  " h a v i n g  

i n n o c e n t l y  an d  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b e e n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  . . . [ h e r ]  

l o s s  o f  p e a c e  and  h a p p i n e s s . " " ^  I t  does  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  o f  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e s e  l i n g e r i n g  

u n c e r t a i n t i e s  may w e l l  have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  J a c k s o n ' s  e x t r e m e  

d e f e n s i v e n e s s .

I t  i s  p a r t  o f  T e n n e s s e e  f o l k l o r e  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  

d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  w i f e ' s  name,  J a c k s o n  k e p t  a  p i s t o l  i n  p e r f e c t  

w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s . W hi le  t h i s  was o r

" ^ D i v o r c e  o f  L e w is  and R a c h e l  R o b a r d s ,  M e rc e r  C o u n ty ,  
K e n tu c k y ,  C o u r t  o f  Q u a r t e r  S e s s i o n s  Book, 1 7 9 2 -1 7 9 6 ,  p .  105 ,  
c i t e d  by  O wsley ,  " M a r r i a g e s  o f  R a c h e l  D o n e l s o n , "  p .  487.

" ^ Ja m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  65 .
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may n o t  b e  t r u e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a l  s e n s e ,  f i g u r a t i v e l y  i t  was

s o ;  even  a f t e r  R a c h e l ' s  d e a t h  h i s  p a s s i o n a t e  d e f e n s e  o f  h e r

good  name an d  o f  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n s  o f  l a d i e s  g e n e r a l l y  was
52d i s p l a c e d  o n t o  P eg g y  E a t o n .  As h e  w o u ld  b r o o k  no  i n s u l t  

t o  h i s  h o n o r ,  he w o u ld  b r o o k  none t o  R a c h e l ' s .  The f i r s t  

man t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  d e p t h  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  p a s s i o n  was J o h n  

S e v i e r .

The name a n d  deeds  o f  John  S e v i e r  lo o m  l a r g e  i n  t h e

e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  u l t r a m o n t a n e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  and  T e n n e s s e e .

S e v i e r  was t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h i r t y - f i v e  a t t a c k s  on t h e  I n d i a n s ,

a  h e r o  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  K i n g ' s  M o u n ta in ,  a  f a t h e r  o f  t h e

s t i l l b o r n  S t a t e  o f  F r a n k l i n ,  s i x  t i m e s  g o v e r n o r  o f

T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  t h r e e  t i m e s  e l e c t e d  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
53House  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

The f e u d  a n d  f l a r e - u p s  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  two men a r e  p a r t  

o f  T e n n e s s e e  l e g e n d .  A b i o g r a p h e r  o f  J a c k s o n  h a s  w r i t t e n  

t h a t ,  " t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  men was  t h a t ,  

t e m p e r a m e n t a l l y ,  t h e y  w ere  t o o  much a l i k e .  Where e i t h e r  s a t  

was t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  t a b l e . T h i s  i s  t r u e  a s  f a r  a s  i t  

g o e s  .

52 P e s s e n ,  J a c k s o n i a n  A m e r i c a n , pp .  2 8 8 - 8 9 .
53 R o b e r t  H. W h i te ,  e d . , M essages  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  o f  

T e n n e s s e e ,  1 7 9 6 - 1 8 2 1 , 8 v o l s .  ( N a s h v i l l e , T e n n e s s e e  
H i s t o r i c a l  C om m iss ion ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  1 : 1 - 2 .

54James, Jackson, p. 88.
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The g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  J a c k s o n - S e v i e r  f e u d  i s  d i s p u t e d  by

t h e  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  b u t  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  i t  b e g a n  i n  1796

and t h a t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  m a l e v o l e n c e  grew f ro m  p o l i t i c a l

r i v a l r i e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r t y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  d o m in a t e d  e a r l y

T e n n e s s e e  p o l i t i c s ,  t h a t  p a r t y  was d i v i d e d  b e tw e e n  t h e

f o l l o w e r s  o f  W i l l i a m  B l o u n t  an d  t h o s e  o f  J o h n  S e v i e r ,  and

t h e  two f a c t i o n s  c o m p e te d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  o f f i c e r s  a t

t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  The b e t t e r  o r g a n i z e d  and  more

a r i s t o c r a t i c  B l o u n t  was more i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  w h a t  i s  now

m i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e ,  w h i l e  t h e  more p o p u l a r  "man o f  t h e  p e o p l e "
55S e v i e r  was u n b e a t a b l e  i n  e a s t  T e n n e s s e e .  When J a c k s o n

s e t t l e d  i n  N a s h v i l l e  he  was g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  i n  B l o u n t ' s

r e a l m ,  an d  when he  a l l i e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  and

b a n k e r s  he g rew  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  B l o u n t .  The

a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  two was p e r h a p s  consumm ated  i n  1791 when

B l o u n t ,  a s  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r y ,  a p p o i n t e d

J a c k s o n  t o  b e  a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Mero D i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e n

gave h im  h i s  f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  a s  j u d g e - a d v o c a t e  o f
5 6th e  D a v id s o n  County  r e g i m e n t .  I n  t h i s  b e n i g n  manner  was 

l a i d  t h e  g roundw ork  f o r  one o f  t h e  m o s t  famous q u a r r e l s  i n  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  T e n n e s s e e .

■^Thomas P e r k i n s  A b e r n e t h y ,  From F r o n t i e r  t o  
P l a n t a t i o n  i n  T e n n e s s e e :  A S tu d y  i n  F r o n t i e r  Democracy
(C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1932;
r e p r i n t  e d . , T u s c a l o o s a :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabama P r e s s ,
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  8 8 .

5 6Ramsey, A n n a l s  o f  T e n n e s s e e , p p .  5 4 1 - 4 3 ;  " J o u r n a l  
o f  G o v e rn o r  B l o u n t , "  A m er ican  H i s t o r i c a l  M a g a z i n e , I I ,  234,  
237, q u o t e d  i n  A b e r n e t h y ,  From F r o n t i e r  t o  P l a n t a t i o n ,  p .  
! 27 . ----------------------------------------------------
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The b i o g r a p h e r s  o f  t h e  two men h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  

d i s a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  f l a r e d  up i n  K n o x v i l l e  i n  O c t o b e r  1803 .  

S e v i e r ' s  p r i n c i p a l  b i o g r a p h e r  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t  was m o s t l y  a  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e ,  h a v i n g  i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  J a c k s o n ' s  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S e v i e r ' s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e  i n  1 7 9 6 ; ^  w h i l e  

J a c k s o n ' s  b i o g r a p h e r s  p l a c e  t h e  b lam e  s q u a r e l y  on S e v i e r ,  

c h a r g i n g  h im  w i t h  t h e  m a l f e a s a n c e  an d  f r a u d  i n  o f f i c e  an d  

d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  J a c k s o n ' s  e x p o s u r e  o f  h i s  d u p l i c i t y  l e d  t o  

t h e  t r o u b l e s .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  e m p h a s i s  and

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a  c l e a r  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n t s  c a n  be

d e l i n e a t e d .  The i n i t i a l  s p a r k  came when S e v i e r  was e l e c t e d

T e n n e s s e e ' s  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r  i n  1796 an d  r a n  i n t o  o p p o s i t i o n

i n  D a v id s o n  C o u n ty .  W h i le  i t  i s  n o t  known e x a c t l y  who
5 8o p p o s e d  him, Andrew J a c k s o n  may w e l l  h a v e  done s o .  I n  any  

e v e n t ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  f r i e n d s  

i n  t h e  a r e a  an d ,  when e l e c t i o n s  w e re  h e l d  f o r  m i l i t i a  

o f f i c e r s ,  S e v i e r  a c t e d .  T h e re  w e re  two s e p a r a t e  e l e c t i o n s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  a f f a i r ,  a n d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  some c o n f u s i o n  

a b o u t  them.

I n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  f i e l d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Mero D i s t r i c t  

m i l i t i a  w e re  t o  e l e c t  t h e i r  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ;  S e v i e r  

f a v o r e d  a  C o l o n e l  F o r d ,  a l t h o u g h  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e

57 C a r l  S. D r i v e r ,  J o h n  S e v i e r :  P i o n e e r  o f  t h e  Old
S o u t h w e s t  ( C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,
1 9 3 2 ) ,  p p .  1 6 8 -7 0 .

58Ibid., pp. 117, 123.
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59c o n s t i t u e n t  o f f i c e r s  s u p p o r t e d  C o l o n e l  James W i n c h e s t e r .

W ith  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  g o i n g  a g a i n s t  h i s  f a v o r e d

c a n d i d a t e ,  S e v i e r  s e n t  some b l a n k  o f f i c e r s '  c o m m is s io n s  t o

M ajor  G e n e r a l  James  R o b e r t s o n  t o  b e  h a n d e d  o u t  t o  p e r s o n s
60who w o u ld  v o t e  f o r  F o r d .  J a c k s o n  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  an d  d e n o u n c e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  a c t i o n  a s  

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  w h e re u p o n  an  a g e n t  o f  S e v i e r  r e a d  a  

p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  f ro m  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  w h ic h  J a c k s o n  t o o k  

o f f e n s e . ^  T h i s ,  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

n e x t  m onth ,  s e t  t h e  t i n d e r  s m o l d e r i n g .

T h i s  c o m b u s t i b l e  s i t u a t i o n  was p u s h e d  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  

f l a s h  p o i n t  t h e  n e x t  month when J a c k s o n  h i m s e l f  s t o o d  f o r  

e l e c t i o n  a s  m a j o r  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  and  S e v i e r  

s u p p o r t e d  h i s  o p p o n e n t  George  Conway who d e f e a t e d  J a c k s o n .  

B i o g r a p h e r  B a s s e t t  e r r o n e o u s l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  b l a n k  

c o m m iss io n s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  d e f e a t  

J a c k s o n .  G o v e rn o r  S e v i e r ' s  E x e c u t i v e  J o u r n a l  c l e a r l y  show s,  

h o w ev e r ,  t h a t  t h e  c o m m iss io n s  w e re  s e n t  t o  h e l p  R o b e r t s o n  

i n f l u e n c e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ,  n o t  m a j o r

5 9 I b i d . ,  p .  123.
60 S e v i e r  to  R o b e r t s o n ,  4 O c t o b e r  1796,  Samuel  C o le  

W i l l i a m s ,  e d . , "The E x e c u t i v e  J o u r n a l  o f  G o v e rn o r  Jo h n  
S e v i e r , "  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  1 
( 1 9 2 9 ) : 1 2 0 - 2 1 .  ----------------------

61 J a c k s o n  to  S e v i e r ,  8 May 1797,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 3 2 - 3 3 .
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f i  9g e n e r a l .  T h i s ,  p l u s  J a c k s o n ' s  l e t t e r  t o  S e v i e r  i n  w h ic h

he  w r o t e  t h a t  he  "was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  E l e c t i o n  a s  a  p r i v a t e

C i t i z e n  . . i n d i c a t e s  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r -
63f e r e n c e  o c c u r r e d  i n  O c t o b e r .  T h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o f  s m a l l

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  What does  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  b y  t h e  e x c h a n g e  b o t h

men h ad  wounded t h e  p r i d e  a n d  a t t a c k e d  t h e  h o n o r  o f  t h e

o t h e r .  S e v i e r  b e g a n  to  v i e w  J a c k s o n  a s  h i s  "enemy" who

w i s h e d  t o  " i n j u r e  [ h i s ]  r e p u t a t i o n , "  w h i c h ,  S e v i e r  w r o t e  to

J a c k s o n ,  " i s  my o n l y  t r e a s u r e  . . . t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l e a s u r e  o f
64my d e c l i n i n g  y e a r s . "  J a c k s o n ,  t o o ,  was o f f e n d e d  a t  t h e  

g o v e r n o r ' s  d e p i c t i n g  him a s  " a  p o o r  p i t i f u l  p e t t y  f o g g i n g  

l a w y e r . "  T h e i r  t e m p e r s  r a n  h o t  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s .  At t h e  

t i m e ,  J a c k s o n  was s e r v i n g  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a s  a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

S e n a t o r ,  b u t  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  T e n n e s s e e  t h e  m e n ' s  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  shows t h a t  b o t h  w e re  e a g e r  f o r  a r e c o n c i l i a ­

t i o n . ^  I t  a p p e a r s  a s  i f  e a c h  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m a t t e r s  h ad  

g o t t e n  c a r r i e d  t o o  f a r  an d  t h e  s p e e d  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e y  

r e a s s u r e d  e a c h  o t h e r  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  no 

p e r m a n e n t  damage h a d  b e e n  d o n e .  I n  f a c t ,  s i x t e e n  months  

l a t e r  S e v i e r  a p p o i n t e d  J a c k s o n  t o  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  o f  Law

f i  9 S e v i e r  t o  R o b e r t s o n ,  4 O c t o b e r  1796,  W i l l i a m s ,  
" J o u r n a l  o f  S e v i e r , "  pp .  1 2 0 - 2 1 .

f i  ^
J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  8 May 1797,  B a s s e t t ,  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 3 3 .
64 S e v i e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  8 May 1797,  i b i d . ,  1 : 3 1 - 3 2 .
65 J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  10 May 1797;  S e v i e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  

11 May 1797 ,  i b i d . ,  1 : 3 5 - 3 6 .
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f i f ia n d  E q u i t y .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  modus v i v e n d i , some 

h i s t o r i a n s  have c h o s e n  to  i g n o r e  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  d a t e  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e i r  f e u d  l a t e r .  T h i s  w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  l e a v i n g  some i m p o r t a n t  b a c k g r o u n d  m a t e r i a l  

u n n o t i c e d .

The p e r m a n e n t  r u p t u r e  i n  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two

was g u a r a n t e e d  when J a c k s o n  d e l i v e r e d  to  G o v e rn o r  A r c h i b a l d

Roane i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  S e v i e r  and o t h e r s  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n

a  scheme t o  d e f r a u d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  o f  l a n d

a m o u n t in g  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - f i f t h  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  o f

T e n n e s s e e .  J a c k s o n  h ad  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  p l o t  when he was  i n

P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1797  and t u r n e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o v e r  t o

G o v ern o r  Samuel A sh e  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  where  i t  c a u s e d  t h e

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  James G lasgow  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  o f f i c e . The

d e t a i l s  o f  what  S e v i e r  was a c c u s e d  o f  h a v i n g  done go b ey o n d

t h i s  p a p e r  b u t  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e
f \  7i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t .

J a c k s o n  d i d  n o t  d i s c l o s e  h i s  s u s p i c i o n s  to  G o v e r n o r  

Roane u n t i l  th e  h o u r  was r i g h t .  I n  1802,  J a c k s o n  a n d  S e v i e r  

w e r e  c o n t e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  g e n e r a l s h i p  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y

^ S e v i e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  29 A u g u s t  1798, W. W. C l a y t o n ,  
H i s t o r y  o f  D av id so n  County ,  T e n n e s s e e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J .  W.
L e w i s , 1 8 8 0 ) ,  p . 1 4 1 .

f i  7J a c k s o n ' s  b i o g r a p h e r s  a r e  c o n v i n c e d  o f  S e v i e r ' s  
f r a u d ,  b u t  S e v i e r ' s  b i o g r a p h e r  w r o t e  t h a t  " n o  c o n c l u s i o n  as  
t o  h i s  g u i l t  i s  p o s s i b l e . "  D r i v e r ,  S e v i e r , p .  167.
A b e r n e t h y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  n o t  a f l a w  i n  t h e  
e v i d e n c e .  . . F rom  F r o n t i e r  to  P l a n t a t i o n , p .  174.  See ,  
a l s o ,  W h i t e ,  M e ssag es  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s , 1 : 1 6 1 - 7 1 .
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d e c e a s e d  G e n e r a l  Conway. When t h e  e l e c t i o n  by t h e  f i e l d

o f f i c e r s  en d e d  i n  a  s e v e n t e e n - t o - s e v e n t e e n  draw,  J a c k s o n

to o k  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  Roane who f o r t h w i t h  b r o k e  t h e  t i e  i n
6 8J a c k s o n ' s  f a v o r .  The m a t t e r  d i d  n o t  e n d  h e r e .  The

g o v e r n o r  i n f o r m e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  schem es  an d  u s e d

t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a s  a cam pa ign  them e when Roane an d  S e v i e r

r a n  f o r  g o v e r n o r  i n  1803.  The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  N o l i c h u c k y  J a c k

was to o  g r e a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  he  e a s i l y  d e f e a t e d  Roane i n

s p i t e  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s .

D u r i n g  t h e  cam p a ig n ,  J a c k s o n  h ad  b e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  on

R o a n e ' s  b e h a l f  a n d  had  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  a t t a c k i n g  
69S e v i e r .  I f  t h e r e  were  e v e r  a n y  d o u b t  i n  S e v i e r ' s  mind a s  

t o  J a c k s o n ' s  l o y a l t i e s ,  i t  was now gone .  J a c k s o n  was h i s  

enemy. W i th  J a c k s o n ' s  a t t a c k s  on  h i s  h o n e s t y  s t i l l  r i n g i n g  

i n  h i s  e a r s ,  S e v i e r  was i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  K n o x v i l l e  when 

J a c k s o n  h a p p e n e d  b y .  T h i s  was 1 O c to b e r  1803 ,  a n d  Judge  

J a c k s o n  h a d  j u s t ,  f i g u r a t i v e l y  a t  l e a s t ,  t a k e n  o f f  h i s  r o b e s  

a s  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  w a l k e d  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  

o f  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  w here  G o v e rn o r  S e v i e r  was b e r a t i n g  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W i l l i a m  M a r t i n . ^  A crowd g a t h e r e d  a r o u n d  

t h i s  a s s e m b l y  o f  b r a y i n g  n o t a b l e s ,  and e a c h  became a l l  t h e

^ J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p p .  9 0 - 9 1 .
69 W h i te ,  M essag es  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s , 1 : 1 6 4 - 6 5 .

^ M a r t i n  was  a member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  S e v i e r .  W h i t e ,  M e ssag es  
o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s ,  1 :1 7 3 .
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m ore  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  o t h e r  d o w n . ^  A f t e r  S e v i e r  h ad

" r a n s a c k e d  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  v u l g a r i t y  f o r  i n s u l t i n g  and
72b l a c k g u a r d  e x p r e s s i o n s "  and d a r e d  J a c k s o n  t o  c h a l l e n g e

h im ,  J a c k s o n  to o k  o f f e n s e ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  he  had

r e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  made him a b o v e  s u c h  i n s u l t s  and

l a n g u a g e .  S e v i e r  r o a r e d ,  " S e r v i c e s ?  I  know o f  no s e r v i c e s

y o u  hav e  r e n d e r e d  . . . e x c e p t  t a k i n g  a  t r i p  t o  N a t c h e z  w i t h

a n o t h e r  m a n ' s  w i f e ! "  A d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  P a r t o n  p u t s  i t  most

c o l o r f u l l y :  "An u n e a r t h l y  l i g h t  i n v a d e d  t h e  b l u e  e y e s  o f

Andrew J a c k s o n .  The c ro w d  s t o o d  a s  i f  t r a n s f i x e d .  S e v i e r

d rew  h i s  s w o rd .  ' G r e a t  God! '  c r i e d  J a c k s o n  'Do you  m e n t io n
73h e r  s a c r e d  n a m e ? ' "  The g o v e r n o r  had c o m m i t t e d  t h e

u n p a r d o n a b l e  s i n  and ,  h a d  J a c k s o n  been  m ore  h e a v i l y  armed,

t h o s e  w ords  m ig h t  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  N o l i c h u c k y  J a c k ' s  l a s t .

The n e x t  day ,  O c t o b e r  2, 1803 ,  J a c k s o n  c h a l l e n g e d

S e v i e r  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  t e r m s :

The u n g e n t l e m a n l y  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  and g a s g o n a d i n g  c o n d u c t  
o f  y o u r s  . . . was i n  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  y o u r s e l f ,  and 
unmask you  to  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  p l a i n l y  shews t h a t  t h e y  
w ere  e b u l i t i o n s  o f  a  b a s e  m in d  g o a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
s t u b b o r n  p r o o f  o f  f r a u d  . . . But  S i r  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e
p e o p l e  h a s  made you  a  G o v e r n o r ,  t h i s  a l o n e  makes  you

71The m o s t  c o m p l e t e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  a f f a i r  i s  
D r i v e r ,  S e v i e r , p p .  1 7 6 - 8 9 .

72 J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  9 O c t o b e r  180 3 ,  B a s s e t t  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 :7 4 .

73 I s a a c  T. Avery t o  P a r t o n ,  P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n ,  1 : 1 6 4 .
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w o r t h y  o f  my n o t i c e .  . . . F o r  t h e  o f f i c e  I  h a v e  
r e s p e c t .74

The n o t e  c o n t i n u e s  t h a t  i t s  b e a r e r  w o u ld  a r r a n g e  a  

t i m e  an d  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  " i n t e r v i e w , "  a n d  "my f r i e n d  and  

m y s e l f  w i l l  b e  a rm ed  w i t h  p i s t o l s - - y o u  c a n n o t  m i s t a k e  me o r  

my m e a n i n g . "

S e v i e r ' s  r e p l y  seems t o  b e  a l m o s t  i n  j e s t  a s  he

p a r r o t t e d  t h e  w o rd s  o f  h i s  c h a l l e n g e r :

Your u n g e n t l e m a n l y  and  g a s g o n a d i n g  c o n d u c t  o f  y e s t e r d a y ,  
and  i n d e e d  o f  a l l  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  h e r e t o f o r e ,  h a v e  unm asked  
y o u r s e l f  t o  me a n d  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  The v o i c e  o f  t h e  
A ssem bly  h a s  made y o u  a  J u d g e  a n d  t h i s  a l o n e  h a s  made 
you  w o r t h y  o f  my n o t i c e  . . .  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  I  h a v e  
r e s p e c t .  . . .  I  s h a l l  w a i t  on y o u  w i t h  p l e a s u r e  a t  an y  
t im e  and  p l a c e  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  
a t t e n d e d  by  my f r i e n d  w i t h  p i s t o l s ,  p resum m ing  y o u  know 
n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  an y  o t h e r  a rm s .  . . . You c a n ­
n o t  m i s t a k e  me o r  my m e a n i n g . 75

S e v i e r ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  m e e t  i n  T e n n e s s e e  was w e l l  a d v i s e d

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  b o t h  men h e l d  p o s i t i o n s  o f  h o n o r  an d  t r u s t

i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  was a l s o  w e l l  a d v i s e d  a s  a  d e l a y i n g

a c t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  J a c k s o n  w a n t e d  t o  f i g h t

i m m e d i a t e l y  an d  t h a t  S e v i e r  was n o t  so  d e t e r m i n e d . ^  The

g o v e r n o r  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  g a i n  b y  t h e  " i n t e r v i e w , "  w h e r e a s  t h e

j u d g e  was f u r i o u s  enough  n o t  t o  c a r e .  Of c o u r s e ,  i f  J a c k s o n

J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  2 O c t o b e r  1803 ,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 7 1 ;  u n s i g n e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Amos K e n d a l l ,
2 O c t o b e r  1803,  J .  K. Winn P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

^ S e v i e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  3 O c t o b e r  1803 ,  J o h n  S e v i e r  
P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA; C l a y t o n ,  D a v id s o n  C o u n ty ,  
p .  142 .

7 6J a c k s o n ' s  m e s s e n g e r ,  Mr. A. W h i t e ,  h a d  t o  c a l l  on 
S e v i e r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  b e f o r e  S e v i e r  w o u ld  r e p l y .  J a c k s o n  t o  
S e v i e r ,  3 O c t o b e r  1803,  B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 7 1 .
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h a d  b e e n  a b s o l u t e l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  k i l l  h im ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  

gone  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  R e s i d e n c e  and  k i l l e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  

J a c k s o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was b e i n g  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  g a m e s m a n - - th e  

game was t o  i n f l i c t  a s  much damage on  S e v i e r ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  Once he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  S e v i e r  w o u ld  f i g h t  o n l y  i n  

G e o r g i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  o r  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  J a c k s o n  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  m u s t  b e  h e l d  i n  K n o x v i l l e  o r  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  

c o u n t r y . ^  By r e f u s i n g  t o  a g r e e  upon  v e n u e ,  b o t h  men w e re  

d e l a y i n g .

J a c k s o n ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  S e v i e r ' s  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  an  o u t -

o f - s t a t e  m e e t i n g  was t h a t  i t  was " a  mere  s u b t e r f u g e ;  y o u r

a t t a c k  was i n  t h e  town o f  K n o x v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  town o f

K n o x v i l l e  d i d  you  t a k e  t h e  name o f  a  l a d y  i n t o  y o u r  p o l l u t e d

l i p s  . . . a n d  now s i r  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  K n o x v i l l e  you

s h a l l  a t o n e  f o r  i t  o r  I  w i l l  p u b l i s h  you  a s  a  cow ard  and  a  
78p o l t r o o n . "  J a c k s o n  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  " i f  i t  w i l l  o b v i a t e  

y o u r  s q u e e m is h  f e a r s ,  I  w i l l  s e t  o u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  

n e a r e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  b o u n d a r y  l i n e .  . . .  To t r a v e l  t o  

G e o r g i a ,  V i r g i n i a  o r  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  i s  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  . . .

t o  e v a d e  t h e  t h i n g  e n t i r e l y . "  J a c k s o n  t h e n  f i r m e d  up h i s  

c h a l l e n g e :  " I  am t h e r e f o r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  b e  e x p l i c i t ;  you

77 J a c k s o n  was c o n c e d i n g  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  g r e a t e r  
s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  t h e i r  l a n d  t h a n  he  w o u ld  l a t e r  i n  h i s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  W o r c e s t e r  v .  G e o r g i a .

7 8J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  3 O c t o b e r  1803,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 7 1 .
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m u st  m e e t  me b e tw e e n  t h i s  a n d  f o u r  o ' c l o c k ,  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n

. . . o r  I  w i l l  p u b l i s h  y o u  a s  a  coward  and  p o l t r o o n .  I
79s h a l l  e x p e c t  an  a n s w e r  i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  one  h o u r .  . . .

The g o v e r n o r  r e p l i e d :  "Your l e t t e r  o f  t h i s  day  i s

b e f o r e  me and  I  am hap p y  t o  f i n d  you s o  acc o m m o d a t in g .  My
80f r i e n d  w i l l  a g r e e  upon t h e  t i m e  and  p l a c e  o f  r e n d e z v o u s . "

I n  s p i t e  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  e x p l i c i t  c h a l l e n g e  and  S e v i e r ' s

a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l i n g  r e s p o n s e ,  S e v i e r  was s t i l l  d e l a y i n g .  He

i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  i n t e r m e d i a r y  i n  t h e  a f f a i r ,  a  C a p t a i n  S p a r k s ,

t h a t  t h e  r e n d e z v o u s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s c h e d u l e d  b e f o r e  8 
81O c t o b e r .  J a c k s o n  s t i l l  w a n t e d  to  f i g h t  and  w r o t e  S e v i e r  

s i x  days  l a t e r  t h a t  u n l e s s  he  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h i n  two h o u r s  

t h a t  he  h a d  r e s e r v e d  s p a c e  i n  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  G a z e t t e  f o r  t h e  

n e x t  day t o  p u b l i s h  him a s  a  cow ard .

S e v i e r  r e p l i e d  w i t h  c o n d e m n a t io n  and  f u r t h e r  e v a s i o n ;  

J a c k s o n  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  c a l l  t o  m e e t .  S e v i e r  a g a i n  

w r o t e  a c c u s i n g  h im  o f  " c o w a r d l y  e v a s i o n "  and  o f  b e i n g  " a  

p i t f u l  p o l t r o o n  a n d  c o w a r d . "  He c l o s e d :  " I  s h a l l  n o t
82r e c e i v e  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u ,  as  I  deem y o u  a  c o w a r d . "  

W i th  t h e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  now com ply  w i t h  S e v i e r ' s

79I b i d .
80 S e v i e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  3 O c to b e r  1803 ,  C l a y t o n ,  

D a v id s o n  C o u n t y , p .  143.
81 J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  9 O c to b e r  1803 ,  B a s s e t t ,  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 7 4 .
82 S e v i e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  10 O c t o b e r  1803,  S e v i e r  P a p e r s ,  

TSLA; C l a y t o n ,  D a v id s o n  C o u n t y , pp .  1 4 4 - 4 5 .
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r e q u e s t  t o  m e e t  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  J a c k s o n  made t h e  l a s t

e x c h a n g e ,  i n  w h ich  h e  a g r e e d  t o  m ee t  S e v i e r  i n  V i r g i n i a .

On t h i s  f i n a l  n o t e  J a c k s o n  a t t a c h e d  a  memorandum t h a t  S e v i e r

h a d  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  i t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  m e s s e n g e r  t o l d  t h e
8 3g o v e r n o r  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s .  J a c k s o n  now p u b l i s h e d  t h e  

p r o m i s e d  a t t a c k  on S e v i e r :

FOR THE PUBLIC

Those o f  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  members o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and 
o t h e r  c i t i z e n s  who were  p r e s e n t  on t h e  f i r s t  day  o f  t h i s  
i n s t a n t  i n  t h e  town o f  K n o x v i l l e  w i l l  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  
u n g e n t l e m a n l y  a n d  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k  made by  h i s  
E x c e l l e n c y  John  S e v i e r ,  G o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
T e n n e s s e e ,  on me--How he  p a n t e d  f o r  combat  when armed 
w i t h  a c u t l e s s  a n d  I  w i t h  a  c a i n - - H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  i n  
p e r f e c t  H e a l t h ,  I  j u s t  r e c o v e r i n g  f ro m  a s e v e r e  i l l n e s s !  
They w i l l  a l s o  r e c o l l e c t  h i s  G a s c o n a d in g  E x p r e s s i o n s  and 
h i s  r e p e a t e d  d a r i n g s  f o r  me t o  i n v i t e  h im  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
o f  Honor .

To a l l  whom s h a l l  s e e  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s  G r e e t i n g s - - K n o w  
y e  t h a t  I ,  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  do p r o n o u n c e ,  P u b l i s h ,  an d  
d e c l a r e  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h a t  h i s  E x c e l l e n c y  J o h n  S e v i e r ,  
E s q . ,  G o v e r n o r ,  C a p t a i n - G e n e r a l  a n d  C o m m a n d e r - in - c h i e f  
o f  t h e  L an d  and N a v a l  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  
i s  a  b a s e  coward  and  p o l t r o o n - - h e  w i l l  b a s e l y  i n s u l t  b u t  
h a s  n o t  t h e  c o u r a g e  to  r e p a i r  t h e  Wound.84

Andrew J a c k s o n

T h e i r  p e n s  now f e l l  s i l e n t .  F i v e  days  l a t e r  t h e  men

c h a n c e d  upon one a n o t h e r  n e a r  S o u th w e s t  P o i n t .  S e v i e r ' s

d i a r y  makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he was t h e r e  on o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s ,
85b u t  why J a c k s o n  was t h e r e  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n .  I n  any  e v e n t ,

O O
J a c k s o n  t o  S e v i e r ,  11 O c t o b e r  1803,  C l a y t o n ,  

D a v id s o n  C o u n t y , p .  145.

84I b i d .
Q C

S e v i e r ' s  D i a r y ,  16 O c t o b e r  1803 ,  D r i v e r ,  S e v i e r ,
p .  182 .  -----------
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t h e i r  f a t e f u l  c o l l i s i o n  p r o d u c e d  m ore  caco p h o n y  t h a n  

c a s u a l t i e s .

The e v e n t s  o f  t h a t  Sunday m o r n i n g ,  16 O c t o b e r  1803, 

w e re  l a t e r  g a r b l e d  a s  t h e  anonymous s u p p o r t e r s  o f  e a c h  man
86l a t e r  w r o t e  a c c o u n t s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e n c o u n t e r .

A r e a s o n a b l y  a c c u r a t e  s c e n a r i o ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  be  c o n s t r u c t e d

b a s e d  on t h e  o n l y  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  e y e w i t n e s s  r e p o r t s . S e v i e r

was a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  h i s  s o n  W a s h i n g to n ,  Andrew G r e e r ,  and

Jo h n  H u n t e r ;  J a c k s o n ' s  o n l y  com pan ion  was Dr.  Thomas J .  Van 
8 7Dyke. The two p a r t i e s  c h a n c e d  u p o n  one a n o t h e r  on  t h e  

r o a d  n e a r  K i n g s t o n  and  s t o p p e d .  G r e e r  r e l a t e s  t h a t  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  J a c k s o n  d i s m o u n t e d ,  d rew  h i s  p i s t o l ,  an d  moved to w a rd  

S e v i e r  who had  by t h e n  d i s m o u n t e d .  They s t o o d  c u r s i n g  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  an d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  "damned J a c k s o n  to  f i r e  a w a y . "  They 

c a lm ed  down and  p u t  away t h e i r  a rm s ,  w h e reu p o n  J a c k s o n  

t h r e a t e n e d  to  c a n e  S e v i e r .  J a c k s o n ' s  g e s t u r e s  s c a r e d  

S e v i e r ' s  h o r s e  w h ic h  r a n  away l e a v i n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r  " n a k e d . "  

J a c k s o n  t h e n  r e d r e w  h i s  p i s t o l ,  an d  S e v i e r  s o u g h t  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a  t r e e  and m a n f u l l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c u r s e  th e  

g e n e r a l .  W a s h in g to n  S e v i e r  drew on J a c k s o n ,  and  D r .  Van 

Dyke drew upon W a s h in g to n .  At t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  r e t a l i a t i v e

8 6 I b i d . ,  p .  183.

8 ^ A f f a d a v i t  o f  Andrew G r e e r ,  23 O c t o b e r  1803,
A m e r ica n  H i s t o r i c a l  M agaz ine  5 ( J u l y  1 9 0 0 ) : 2 0 8 - 0 9 ;  Van 
Dyke s a c c o u n t ,  T e n n e s s e e  G a z e t t e , 21 December  1803 ,  q u o t e d  
i n  D r i v e r ,  S e v i e r "  p p . 1 8 3 - 8 5 ;  I n d  C l a y t o n ,  D a v id s o n  C o u n t y , 
p .  146,  w h ich  h a s  S e v i e r  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  " a b o u t  t w e n t y  
p e r s o n s . "
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c a p a b i l i t y  o f  e a c h  s i d e  was g r e a t  e n o u g h  to  d e t e r  t h e  o t h e r  

f r o m  making  a  f i r s t  s t r i k e ,  a n d  t h e  c r i s i s  p a s s e d .

Dr .  Van Dyke t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  somewhat  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  

a g r e e i n g  o n  t h e  m a j o r  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n t s  b u t  d e p i c t i n g  the  

g o v e r n o r  a s  t h e  a g g r e s s o r .  I t  was S e v i e r ,  n o t  J a c k s o n ,  who 

f i r s t  drew h i s  p i s t o l  and d i s m o u n t e d  a n d ,  when th e  j u d g e  

r e s p o n d e d  i n  a s i m i l a r  m a n n e r ,  the  g o v e r n o r  s o u g h t  a r b o r e a l  

p r o t e c t i o n .  When S e v i e r  s t e a d f a s t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  come from 

b e h i n d  t h e  t r e e  a n d  f i g h t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o d e  o f  h o n o r ,  

t h e  men r e m o u n te d .  A f t e r  a  b o u t  o f  o a t h s  J a c k s o n  d r e w  h i s  

a r m s ,  S e v i e r  d i s m o u n t e d  an d  s e t  h i s  h o r s e  f r e e .  The mounted  

j u d g e  c h a s e d  th e  g o v e r n o r  a r o u n d  t h e  g ro u p  o f  men a  few  

t i m e s  and t h a t  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  d an g e r  t o  l i f e  an d  l i m b .  As 

was  n o t e d  b e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  now p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  which 

o f  t h e  a c c o u n t s  i s  t h e  more a c c u r a t e ,  and  i n d e e d  i t  s h o u ld  

n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  q u i b b l e  b e tw een  th e m .  I f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  

i n c l u d e  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  l o g i c ,  then  t h i s  w r i t e r  l e a n s  toward  

G r e e r ' s  r e n d i t i o n ;  D r .  Van D y k e ' s  i s  t o o  com plex .

I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  G ree r  a n d  Dr. Van Dyke a g r e e  o n  th e  

d e n o u e m e n t .  Both p i c t u r e  t h e  d i s e n g a g e d  a n t a g o n i s t s  

d e p a r t i n g  i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  v e r b a l l y  a b u s i n g  a n d  

i n s u l t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  as  l o u d l y  as p o s s i b l e  a n d  f o r  a s  long 

a s  t h e  o t h e r  c o u ld  h e a r .  I f  t h e  f i n a l  s c e n e  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  

d u e l  w i t h  A v e ry  l e f t  th e  o b s e r v e r s  l a u g h i n g ,  t h e  a f f a i r  w i t h  

S e v i e r  on t h e  r o a d  t o  K i n g s t o n  has l e f t  p o s t e r i t y  r i c h e r  i n  

lo w  comedy.
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J a c k s o n  was t o  s u f f e r  one  f i n a l  p a ro x y sm  a s  a r e s u l t

o f  t h e  e m b r o i l m e n t  w i t h  S e v i e r ,  a n d  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n -

a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  seems r e l e v a n t .  S i n c e  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n

t o  a g g r e s s i o n  becomes p r o g r e s s i v e l y  w e a k e r  a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f

t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  becomes more i n d i r e c t ,  one  w o u ld  e x p e c t

J a c k s o n  to  be l e s s  a g g r e s s i v e  t o w a r d  a  p e r s o n  h e  a s s o c i a t e d
88w i t h  S e v i e r  t h a n  he  was t o w a r d  S e v i e r  h i m s e l f .  Such was

89t h e  c a s e  w i t h  W i l l i a m  M a c l i n .  M a c l i n  h a d  a c t e d  as

S e v i e r ' s  a g e n t  i n  c a r r y i n g  some o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  n o t e s  t o

J a c k s o n ,  t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t i n g  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r .

When J a c k s o n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  M a c l in  h a d  d e l i v e r e d  a n  anonymous

a r t i c l e  t o  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  G a z e t t e  w h ich  e s p o u s e d  t h e  S e v i e r  
90l i n e ,  J a c k s o n  p a i d  h im  a v i s i t .  The j u d g e  t o o k  M ajo r

Howell  Tatum a l o n g  as  a  w i t n e s s  a n d  Ta tum  l a t e r  c e r t i f i e d
91t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  t r a n s p i r e d .  M a c l i n  r e a d i l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

he  h ad  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  a r t i c l e  f o r  S e v i e r  b u t  d e n i e d  h a v i n g  

w r i t t e n  i t  o r  know ing  who had  w r i t t e n  i t .  When J a c k s o n  

c a l l e d  h im  a r a s c a l  o r  a  damned r a s c a l  (Tatum c o u l d  n o t  

r e c a l l  w h i c h ) , M a c l in  s a i d  he  was  no more  one t h a n  J a c k s o n ,

88 D o l l a r d ,  Doob, M i l l e r ,  Mower, an d  S e a r s ,
F r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  A g g r e s s i o n , p p .  3 9 - 4 1 .

89 M a c l in  was ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  o f  
T e n n e s s e e .

90 N a s h v i l l e  G a z e t t e  and  M e r o - D i s t r i c t  A d v e r t i s e r ,
25 November 1803 .

91 C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  M ajo r  H o w el l  Tatum, Winn P a p e r s ,  
M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA; r e p r o d u c e d  i n  C l a y t o n ,  D a v id s o n  
C o u n t y , p .  146.
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w h e re u p o n  J a c k s o n  h i t  h im w i t h  h i s  c a n e .  M a c l in  r e t r e a t e d

s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y a r d s ,  J a c k s o n  drew h i s  sw ord  f ro m  t h e  c a s e ,

a n d  M a c l in  t h r e w  a  b r i c k b a t  an d  r a n .  J a c k s o n  p u r s u e d  h o t l y

a n d  t h r e w  h i s  s c a b b a r d .  The two men t h e n  s q u a r e d  o f f
92v e r b a l l y  f o r  a  few moments ,  an d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  p a s s e d .

I t  i s  m o s t  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  a f f a i r  w i t h  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  J a c k s o n  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  o n l y  t o  

b e r a t e  t h e  man b u t ,  when M a c l in  a c c u s e d  h im  o f  b e i n g  a s  b i g  

a  r a s c a l  a s  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  j u d g e  l o s t  h i s  t e m p e r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  

p r e t e n d e d  t o  l o s e  i t ,  an d  l a s h e d  o u t  p h y s i c a l l y .  He 

c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  to  k i l l  M a c l i n ,  a s  he  p r o b a b l y  

n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  k i l l  A very  o r  S e v i e r .  I t  m u s t  a l s o  be 

n o t e d  t h a t  i n  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  J a c k s o n  was n o t  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  p r o v o c a t e u r  b u t  was more o r  l e s s  w i l l i n g l y  

r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  a n o t h e r .  P e r h a p s  h e  o v e r ­

r e s p o n d e d  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  good name and  R a c h e l ' s  b u t ,  

i f  he  d i d ,  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  i s  t h a t  i t  w a s ,  i n  

t h e  w o rd s  o f  T e n n y so n ,  " h a l f  a  s i n . "

T h i s  c h a p t e r  h a s  p o i n t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  

a s p e c t s  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  on t h e  Waxhaw f r o n t i e r  

w h ic h  may h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  l a t e r  b e h a v i o r .  P e r h a p s  

b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  i t  seems t h a t  he  was a n x i o u s ,  

p e r h a p s  e v e n  d e f e n s i v e ,  when he  c h a l l e n g e d  A very  t o  d u e l .

I n  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e ,  A v e r y ,  S e v i e r ,

92 None o f  J a c k s o n ' s  m a j o r  b i o g r a p h e r s  m e n t i o n  t h i s  
a f f a i r  w i t h  M a c l i n ,  a l t h o u g h  R og in  r e f e r s  t o  i t .
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and  M a c l i n ,  J a c k s o n  g av e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  b e i n g  a d v e r s e l y  

a f f e c t e d  b y  h i s  t e m p e r ,  p e r h a p s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  r a g e .  I n  

t h e  l a t e r  i n c i d e n t s  he  w i l l  h a v e  b e t t e r  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  and 

t h e  v i o l e n c e  w i l l  a p p e a r  t o  be  more  c a l c u l a t e d .  I n  a l l  

t h r e e  c a s e s  i t  was J a c k s o n  who i n i t i a t e d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t  

o f  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  was r e s p o n d i n g  t o  w h a t  he 

p e r c e i v e d  t o  be  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o v o c a t i o n s ,  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

two i n c i d e n t s ,  w e re  i n s u l t s .  The t h i r d  i n c i d e n t  was more o f  

a  s p o n t a n e o u s  c o m b u s t i o n .  I f  one  m i g h t  e x c u s e  J a c k s o n  f rom  

t h o s e  e a r l y  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  y o u t h f u l  t e m p e r  

an d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  c a s e s ,  h i s  l a t e r  v i o l e n c e  i s  

more d i f f i c u l t  t o  f a th o m .



CHAPTER I I I

ANDREW JACKSON: INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE

FROM 1806 TO 1813

The d u e l  b e tw e e n  J a c k s o n  and C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n  i s

c o n s i d e r e d  th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  d u e l  e v e r  f o u g h t  i n  K e n tu c k y

and among t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e v e r  f o u g h t  anyw here  i n

America. '* '  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  g e n e r a l  fame,  h i s t o r i a n  John

Ward h a s  w r i t t e n ,  "Of t h e  many i n c i d e n t s  . . . t h a t  p r o v i d e d

m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  man o f  i r o n  w i l l ,  t h e

most  n o t o r i o u s  w a s ,  p e r h a p s ,  Andrew J a c k s o n ' s  famous d u e l
2

w i t h  C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n . "  I n d e e d ,  J a c k s o n  d i d  show more  

s t e e l y  c o u r a g e  e n c o u n t e r i n g  D i c k i n s o n  t h a n  i n  h i s  o t h e r  

e m b r o i l m e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  h e r e  he a c t e d  n o t  i n  t h e  p a s s i o n  o f  

t h e  moment b u t  w i t h  an a l m o s t  c o o l  d e t a c h m e n t  a s  he s e t  o u t  

t o  s t i l l  a  t o r m e n t e r  who w ould  n o t  be q u i e t e d  i n  any o t h e r

■*"J. W in s to n  Coleman,  J r .  , Famous K e n tu ck y  D ue ls  : The
Code o f  Honor i n  t h e  B l u e g r a s s  S t a t e  ( F r a n k f o r t :  R o b e r t s
P r i n t i n g  Co. ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p . 15; Ben C. Truman,  The F i e l d  o f  
Honor: B e in g  A C om ple te  and C o m p re h e n s iv e  H i s t o r y  o f
D u e l l i n g  i n  a l l  C o u n t r i e s  (New York: F o r d ,  Howard, a n d
H u l b e r t , 1 8 8 4 ) ,  p^ 280;  and  R o b e r t  B a l d i c k ,  The D u e l : A
H i s t o r y  o f  D u e l l i n g  (London:  Chapman & H a l l ” 1 9 6 5 ) ,  p . 122.

2
Jo h n  W i l l i a m  Ward, Andrew J a c k s o n :  Symbol f o r  an

Age (New York: O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1955) , p^ 1 6 3 .
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way.  One c a n  o b s e r v e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  D i c k i n s o n  b o t h  t h e  

b r i g h t e r  an d  d a r k e r  s i d e s  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  n a t u r e .  His  c o u r a g e ,  

s t r e n g t h  a n d  d i r e c t n e s s ,  h i s  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r ,  h i s  c a l m n e s s  i n  

t h e  f a c e  o f  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  a n d  h i s  g r im  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  

c a r r y  an u n p l e a s a n t  t a s k  t o  i t s  c o m p l e t i o n  a r e  a d m i r a b l e ,  

w h i l e  h i s  l a c k  o f  r e s t r a i n t ,  r e f u s a l  t o  a c c e p t  c r i t i c i s m ,  

r e a d i n e s s  t o  r e s o r t  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  and  h i s  g e n e r a l l y
3

s u s p i c i o u s ,  n a r r o w ,  an d  v i n d i c t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a r e  r e p u g n a n t .  

The d u e l  t e l l s  a  l o t  a b o u t  t h e  man; a n d ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we 

know a l o t  a b o u t  t h e  d u e l .

The s t o r y  h a s  b ee n  t o l d  o f t e n .  The d e t a i l s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  h o r s e  r a c e  b e t w e e n  T r u x t o n  a n d  P lo u g h b o y ,  

t h e  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

f o r f e i t  money,  t h e  c a n i n g  o f  Thomas Swann, t h e  e x c h a n g e s  

b e tw e e n  J a c k s o n  an d  D i c k i n s o n ,  an d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  d u e l  and 

i t s  a f t e r m a t h  a r e  c o v e r e d  i n  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s . ^  An i m p o r t a n t

3
J o h n  S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  

( G a rd e n  C i t y ,  N . Y . : D oub leday  Co . ,  1916;  r e p r i n t  e d .
Hamden, C o n n . :  Shoe S t r i n g ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  7 0 0 -0 6 ;  A r t h u r  M.
S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r . ,  The Age o f  J a c k s o n  ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown
a n d  Co . ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  pp~ 3 7 -4 0 ;  a n d  Edward P e s s e n ,  J a c k s o n i a n  
A m e r ic a :  S o c i e t y ,  P e r s o n a l i t y ,  and P o l i t i c s , r e v .  e d .
(Homewood, 1 1 1 . : D o rsey  P r e s s , 1 9 7 8 ) ,  p p . 3 2 1 - 2 2 .

^Modern a c c o u n t s  a r e  b a s e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  on  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  i n  Jo h n  S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  e d . , C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  
Andrew J a c k s o n , 7 v o l s .  ( W a sh in g to n ,  D. C. :  C a r n e g i e
I n s t i t u t i o n ,  1 9 2 6 - 3 5 ) ,  1 : 1 2 2 - 4 9 ;  James  P a r t o n ,  The L i f e  o f  
Andrew J a c k s o n , 3 v o l s .  (New York :  Mason B r o s . ” 1 8 5 9 - 6 1 ) ,
1 : 2 6 5 - 3 0 6 ;  a n d  T e n n e s s e e  G a z e t t e , 17 May, 19 J u l y ,  a n d  9 
A u g u s t  1806 .  N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  R e v i e w , 1, 1 5 ,  and  22 
F e b r u a r y ,  15 M a rch , 24 and 31 May, a n d  21 a n d  28 J u n e  1806,  
p r o v i d e  some f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A l l  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  m odern  
b i o g r a p h i e s  c a r r y  a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  m o s t  d e t a i l e d  i s  M a rq u i s
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p r o l o g u e  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r  w h ich  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  

s u f f i c i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  J a c k s o n ' s  w eakened  f i n a n c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n  an d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  su c h  a  c o n d i t i o n  

m i g h t  have  h a d  on h im .  The common s e n s e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  

p e o p l e  a r e  more  l i k e l y  t o  b e  f r u s t r a t e d  an d  a g g r e s s i v e  when 

t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n g  l e s s  o u t  o f  l i f e  t h a n  t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y  

d e s e r v e  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a c a d e m ic  u s a g e  a s  t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  " r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n "  (RD). T h i s  c o n c e p t  h a s  

b e e n  u s e d  s i n c e  t h e  1940s  a n d  one o f  i t s  c u r r e n t  e x p o n e n t s ,  

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  Ted R o b e r t  G urr ,  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  v i o l e n c e  i s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  f e e l i n g s  o f  

r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n .  S i n c e  " a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p o i n t  o f  

r e f e r e n c e  [how w e l l  h e  f e e l s  h e  s h o u l d  b e  do ing]  may be  h i s  

own p a s t  c o n d i t i o n , " ^  a  p e r s o n  who h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  f i n a n c i a l  

s e t b a c k s  i s  more  l i k e l y  t o  b e  f r u s t r a t e d  and  h e n c e  

a g g r e s s i v e  t h a n  he  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e .  P e r h a p s  J a c k s o n ' s  

f i n a n c i a l  h a r d  t i m e s  h e l p  e x p l a i n  why h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  go 

to  t h e  d u e l l i n g  g r o u n d s  w i t h  t h e  " b e s t  p i s t o l  s h o t "  i n  

T e n n e s s e e .

J a m e s ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s :  Bobbs-
M e r r i l l  C o . , 1 9 3 8 ) ,  p p . 1 0 5 - 1 9 .  The f o l l o w i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  
a r e  a l l  o f  u s e  an d  may be f o u n d  i n  t h e  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  
TSLA: The J a c k s o n  P a p e r s ;  Winn P a p e r s ;  B e t t i e  M. D o n e l s o n
P a p e r s ;  Moses F i s k  P a p e r s ;  E m i l  Edward H u r j a  C o l l e c t i o n ;  
F i g u e r s  C o l l e c t i o n ;  an d  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  C o l l e c t i o n .

■*Ted R o b e r t  G u r r ,  Why Men R e b e l  ( P r i n c e t o n :
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P re ss ' ]  1970)  , p . 25 .

"The p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  . . . f o r  v i o l e n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  
be  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  m e c h a n i s m ."  I b i d . ,  p .  36 .
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A r e v i e w  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  f o r t u n e s  i s  i n  o r d e r .  The 

f i r s t  " s e r i o u s  m i s f o r t u n e " ^  t o  b e f a l l  h im  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  

au tum n o f  1797 when t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  m e r c h a n t  D av id  A l l i s o n ,  

t o  whom J a c k s o n  a n d  J o h n  O v e r t o n  h ad  s o l d  2 8 ,8 1 0  a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  n o t e s  v a l u e d  a t  t e n  

t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s ,  d e f a u l t e d  o n  th e  n o t e s  w h ich  J a c k s o n  h a d  

a l r e a d y  u s e d  to  b u y  s u p p l i e s  f o r  h i s  m e r c a n t i l e  e s t a b l i s h ­

m en t  and  J a c k s o n  was h e l d  l i a b l e  to  m e r c h a n t s  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  To r a i s e  t h e  c a s h  to  s a v e  h i s  c r e d i t  ( a n d  

p e r s o n a l  h o n o r )  J a c k s o n  was f o r c e d  t o  e x c h a n g e  t h e  s t o r e  f o r  

l a n d  and  s e l l  i t .  The f i n a n c i a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d ,  

a n d  J a c k s o n  r e s i g n e d  h i s  s e a t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  to
O

r e t u r n  home to  e x t r i c a t e  h i m s e l f  f rom t h e  b u r d e n  o f  d e b t .

The f i r s t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  he was  f e e l i n g  t h e  s t r a i n  i s

m a n i f e s t e d  i n  h i s  e x c h a n g e s  w i t h  and c h a l l e n g e  to  S e n a t o r  
9

W i l l i a m  Cocke .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  m a t t e r  p a s s e d ,  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  

p r o b le m s  l i n g e r e d  o n ,  and new t r o u b l e s  w ere  a d d e d .

Thomas P e r k i n s  A b e r n e t h y ,  From F r o n t i e r  t o  
P l a n t a t i o n  i n  T e n n e s s e e :  A S tu d y  i n  F r o n t i e r  Democracy
( C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1932;
r e p r i n t  e d . , T u s c a l o o s a :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabama P r e s s ,
1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  166.

8I b i d . , p .  1 6 7 .

^ J a c k s o n  to  Cocke ,  9 November 1797 and  24 J u n e  1798,  
B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 4 0 ,  48.
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By 1804, h i s  f o r t u n e s  w e r e  "on  t h e  b r i n k . H e

r e s i g n e d  h i s  s e a t  on t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t ,  s o l d  o f f  m o s t  o f

h i s  p r o p e r t y  ( i n c l u d i n g  s l a v e s ) , and  f i n a l l y  s o l d  h i s

b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t a t i o n ,  H u n t e r ' s  H i l l ,  w r i t i n g ,  " I  [have]

t u r n e d  m y s e l f  o u t  o f  h o u s e  and home . . . p u r e l y  t o  m e e t  my
12e n g a g e m e n t s . "  He and R a c h e l  moved i n t o  a  b l o c k  h o u s e  on 

t h e  H e r m i ta g e  p r o p e r t y  a n d ,  i n  a  way,  b e g a n  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  

B e in g  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  man t h a t  h e  w a s , J a c k s o n  may h a v e  

b e e n  u n a f f e c t e d  b y  a l l  t h i s .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e ,  

h o w ev er ,  t h a t  h i s  n e r v e s  a n d  r e s e r v e  w e re  n o t  s t r a i n e d  a l o n g  

w i t h  h i s  p u r s e .

The r o a d  t h a t  l e d  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t h e  d u e l l i n g  g r o u n d s  

on t h e  Red R i v e r  i n  K e n tu c k y  b e g a n  a t  t h e  h o r s e  t r a c k  n e a r  

S t o n e ' s  R i v e r  a t  C lo v e r  B o t to m  i n  N a s h v i l l e .  H o r s e  r a c i n g  

h a d  l o n g  b e e n  an  i m p o r t a n t  d i v e r s i o n  f o r  J a c k s o n ,  and i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h i s  s e t b a c k s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  w o r l d  o f  f i n a n c e  

l e d  h im  t o  t a k e  e v e n  g r e a t e r  c o m f o r t  i n  a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  w h i c h  

h e  f e l t  e a s i l y  c o m p e t e n t .  I n  any  e v e n t ,  h e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  

famed V i r g i n i a  s t a l l i o n ,  T r u x t o n ,  and  o f f e r e d  t o  r a c e  h im .

■^James,  J a c k s o n , p .  98.

■ ^ I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he  r e s i g n e d  f ro m  t h e  
b e n c h  b e c a u s e  h e  hoped  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  G o v e rn o r  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
T e r r i t o r y ;  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  g a i n  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  w o u ld  be  an  
ad d ed  f r u s t r a t i o n .  S. G. H e i s k e l l ,  Andrew J a c k s o n  and  E a r l y  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r y ,  3 v o l s .  ( N a s h v i l l e :  Ambrose P r i n t i n g
CoT, 1915)", ' 1 : 3 0 5 .

12 J a c k s o n  t o  Edward  Ward, 7 May 1805 ,  c i t e d  i n  
J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  98.



79

He r a c e d ,  won, a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  f o r m i d a b l e  

f o e - - a  r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  was q u i c k l y  c h a l l e n g e d  by  a n o t h e r  

h o r se m a n  o f  some renow n ,  C a p t a i n  J o s e p h  E r w in ,  ow ner  o f  

P l o u g h b o y .

The r a c e  b e tw e e n  T r u x t o n  and  P lo u g h b o y  was s c h e d u l e d

f o r  t h e  f a l l  r a c e s  a t  C l o v e r  Bo t tom  f o r  two o u t  o f  t h r e e  two

m i l e  h e a t s ,  two t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  w i n n e r ,  a n d  an  e i g h t

h u n d r e d  d o l l a r  f o r f e i t .  When P lo u g h b o y  w e n t  lame b e f o r e  t h e
13r a c e ,  E rw in  p a i d  t h e  f o r f e i t  a s  a g r e e d .  A m i s u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  d e v e l o p e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n o t e s  w h ic h  w e re  t o  b e  

a c c e p t e d  a s  paym en t  o f  t h e  f o r f e i t .  The s h o r t a g e  o f  c a s h  

an d  t h e  p l e n t i t u d e  o f  n o t e s  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  T e n n e s s e e  h a d  

l e d  t h e  two i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  C a p t a i n  E rw in  a n d  h i s  

s o n - i n - l a w  C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n ,  on t h e  one h a n d ,  a n d  J a c k s o n ,  

M a jo r  W. P.  A n d e r s o n ,  a  M a jo r  V e r r e l l ,  and  a  C a p t a i n  P r y o r ,  

on t h e  o t h e r ,  t o  a g r e e  i n  a d v a n c e  on a  s c h e d u l e  o f  n o t e s  

w h ic h  w o u ld  be  m u t u a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  p ay m en t  o f  t h e  w ag e r  

o r  f o r f e i t .  When i t  a c t u a l l y  came t im e  t o  p a y  t h e  f o r f e i t ,  

a m i n o r  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a r o s e  r e g a r d i n g  p r e c i s e l y  w h ic h  n o t e s  

f ro m  t h e  s c h e d u l e  w ere  t o  b e  t e n d e r e d ,  b u t  t h e  i s s u e  was 

r e s o l v e d  t o  t h e  m u t u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  and  t h e y  

t o o k  t h e i r  l e a v e  i n  p e a c e . ^  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  m a t t e r  was

■ ^ P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 2 6 7 - 6 8 .

■ ^ Jo s e p h  E rw in  t o  J a c k s o n ,  4 J a n u a r y  1806,  J a c k s o n  
P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.
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n o t  t o  be  so  e a s i l y  s e t t l e d ,  a n d  w h a t  f o l l o w e d  was a s

u n n e c e s s a r y  a s  i t  was t r a g i c .

A f r i e n d  o f  J a c k s o n ,  P a t t o n  A n d e r s o n ,  was r e l a t i n g

t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p ay m e n t  and  s l a n t e d  t h e  f a c t s  t o  make i t

a p p e a r  as  i f  E rw in  a n d  D i c k i n s o n  h ad  a t t e m p t e d  to  f o i s t  o f f

some u n s c h e d u l e d  n o t e s  on  t h e  J a c k s o n  g r o u p .  When word  o f

t h i s  r e a c h e d  D i c k i n s o n ,  he  a s k e d  a young  a t t o r n e y  i n

N a s h v i l l e ,  Thomas Swann, t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  was b e i n g  s a i d .

Swann c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  a s s i g n m e n t ,  e v e n  s p e a k i n g  t o  J a c k s o n ,

and  r e t u r n e d  t o  D i c k i n s o n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h  a  g a r b l e d  v e r s i o n

o f  w h a t  h e  h a d  h e a r d .  D i c k i n s o n  t h e n  a p p r o a c h e d  J a c k s o n  a n d

demanded c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y  h e  h a d  b e e n  t o l d ,

w hereupon  J a c k s o n  s a i d  t h a t  w h o e v e r  t o l d  h im  t h a t  ( t h e  Swann
15r e p o r t )  "was  a  damned l y a r ! "  When Swann l e a r n e d  o f

J a c k s o n ' s  i n s u l t ,  h e  w r o t e  a  n o t e  p r o t e s t i n g  b e i n g  r e f e r r e d
16t o  w i t h  s u c h  w o r d s .  J a c k s o n  s o u g h t  t o  s o o t h e  Swann by

w r i t i n g  " i f  i n c a u t i o u s l y  I  i n f l i c t  a  wound, I  a lw ay s  h a s t e n

t o  remove i t ;  i f  o f f e n s e  i s  t a k e n  w h e re  n o n e  i s  o f f e r e d  o r

i n t e n d e d ,  i t  g i v e s  me no  p a i n . " ^  B u t  h i s  c o o l e r  h e a d

b o i l e d  o v e r  a  few l i n e s  l a t e r .

. . . The b a s e  p o l t r o o n  an d  c o w a r d l y  t a l e - b e a r e r ,  w i l l  
a lw ay s  a c t  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  You can  a p p l y  [ t h a t ]  t o  
Mr. D i c k i n s o n .  . . .  I  w r i t e  i t  f o r  h i s  e y e .  . . .
When t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  d r o p t  b e tw e e n  Mr. D. and  m y s e l f ,

S t a t e m e n t  by Thomas Swann, I m p a r t i a l  R e v ie w , 1 
F e b r u a r y  1806,  q u o t e d  i n  B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 2 2 - 2 3 .

1 6
Swann t o  J a c k s o n ,  3 J a n u a r y  1806,  i b i d . ,  1 : 1 2 3 .

17Jackson to Swann, 7 January 1806, ibid., 1:124.
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I  t h o ' t  i t  was a t  an  en d .  As he w i s h e s  t o  b lo w  t h e  
c o a l ,  I  am r e a d y  t o  l i g h t  i t  t o  a  b l a z e ,  t h a t  i t  may be 
consumed a t  o n c e ,  an d  f i n a l l y  e x t i n g u i s h e d .  . . . S h o u ld  
an y  t h i n g  h e r e i n  c o n t a i n e d  g iv e  Mr. D i c k i n s o n  th e  
s p l e e n ,  I  w i l l  f u r n i s h  h im  w i t h  a n  a n o d i n e .  . . .18

J a c k s o n  was t r y i n g  t o  a s s u a g e  Swann an d  p e r h a p s  

i n t i m i d a t e  D i c k i n s o n ;  b u t  Swann would  n o t  be a s s u a g e d ,  a n d  

D i c k i n s o n  w o u ld  n o t  b e  i n t i m i d a t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  two r o a d s  

w h ich  l e a d  f ro m  t h i s  n o t e ,  a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  

D i c k i n s o n  i s  o f  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  S w a n n ' s  way n e e d s  t o  be 

q u i c k l y  t r o d .

Thomas Swann, a  young l a w y e r  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  new ly

a r r i v e d  f rom  V i r g i n i a ,  h a s  n o t  been  d e a l t  w i t h  k i n d l y  b y

J a c k s o n ' s  b i o g r a p h e r s .  He h a s  been  d e p i c t e d  a s  s o m e t h i n g  o f

a  m edd lesom e ,  s o c i a l - c l i m b i n g  young t w i t  whose m a jo r
19c o n t r i b u t i o n  was to  make h i m s e l f  o f f i c i o u s .  P e r h a p s  Swann

v iew ed  t h e  t r o u b l e s  b e tw e e n  J a c k s o n  a n d  D i c k i n s o n  as  a

v e h i c l e  i n  w h ic h  he c o u l d  g e t  some p u b l i c  n o t i c e  f o r

h i m s e l f ,  o r  p e r h a p s  h e  was j u s t  a s  a n x i o u s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s

r e p u t a t i o n  a s  J a c k s o n  h a d  b e e n  i n  1788 i n  J o n e s b o r o .  I n  any

e v e n t ,  J a c k s o n  h ad  no d e s i r e  t o  f i g h t  Swann b u t  Swann h a d  a

g r e a t  d e s i r e  t o  f i g h t  J a c k s o n  i n  a  g e n t l e m a n ' s  d u e l .  To

t h i s  e n d  he  w r o t e  J a c k s o n

T h i n k  n o t  t h a t  I  am to  b e  i n t i m i d a t e d  by y o u r  t h r e a t s .
No power  t e r r e s t i a l  s h a l l  p r e v e n t  t h e  s e t t l e d  p u r p o s e  o f  
my s o u l .  . . . The t o r r e n t  o f  o b u s i v e  l a n g u a g e  w i t h
w h i c h  you hav e  a s s a i l e d  me i s  s u c h  [ t h a t  I ]  now demand

1 8 I b i d .
19 W. W. C l a y t o n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  D a v id s o n  C o u n t y ,

T e n n e s s e e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J .  W. Lew is ,  1 8 8 0 ) ,  p .  147.
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o f  you t h a t  r e p a r a t i o n  w h ich  one  g e n t l e m a n  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  r e c e i v e  o f  a n o t h e r .  My f r i e n d  t h e  b e a r e r  o f  t h i s  i s  
a u t h o r i s e d  t o  make c o m p l e t e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
h o n o r .20

J a c k s o n  r e f u s e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h i s  n o t e  b u t  t o l d  i t s

b e a r e r ,  N a t h a n i e l  M cNairy ,  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  J o h n  M cN airy ,

t h a t  h e  had  n o t  meant  a n y  o f  h i s  h a r s h  w o rd s  f o r  Swann, and

t h a t  Swann " c o u l d  n o t  b y  an y  p o s s i b l e  f a i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  make
21them a p p l y  t o  [ h i m s e l f ]  J a c k s o n  t h e n  t o l d  M cNairy  t h a t

he w o u l d  be i n  town t h e  n e x t  d a y .

On t h e  n e x t  day,  13 J a n u a r y  1806,  J a c k s o n  a n d  John

C o f f e e  d i d  go i n t o  N a s h v i l l e ,  a n d  t h e y  s t o p p e d  by W i n n ' s

T a v e r n  where  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  to  h a v e  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  
22Swann. A few  moments a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  Swann w a l k e d  

i n t o  t h e  room, a n d  J a c k s o n  r o s e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r ,  s t r i k i n g  

him " a  v e r y  s e v e r e  b low" w i t h  h i s  can e  w h i c h  s t a g g e r e d  

Swann. As J a c k s o n  b a c k e d  up and  p r e p a r e d  t o  s t r i k e  a g a i n ,  

he s t u m b l e d  b a c k w a r d s  o v e r  some c h a i r s  a n d  w ould  h a v e  f a l l e n

20 Swann t o  J a c k s o n ,  12 J a n u a r y  1806 ,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 :1 3 9 .

^ S t a t e m e n t  o f  Swann, 1 F e b r u a r y  1 8 0 6 ( ? ) ,  i b i d . ,  
1 : 1 2 5 - 2 6 .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  Bacchus  f a c t o r  
i n v o l v e d  i n  J a c k s o n ' s  h a r s h n e s s  t o  Swann. I n  t h e  ab o v e  
s t a t e m e n t  Swann a c c u s e s  h im  o f  h a v i n g  s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
d r i n k i n g  b e f o r e  r i d i n g  t o  town w i t h  C o f f e e ;  a l s o ,  J a c k s o n  
and J o h n  V e r r e l l  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  " t o o k  t h e  p l e d g e , "  w i t h  
t h e  f i r s t  man t o  have  a  d r i n k  a g r e e i n g  t o  buy  t h e  o t h e r  a 
s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s .  " J a c k s o n ' s  p l e d g e  n o t  t o  d r i n k  a r d e n t  
s p i r i t s , "  24 J a n u a r y  18 0 6 ,  i b i d . ,  1 :1 2 2 .

22 The s e v e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f f e r e d  by 
Swann a n d  b y s t a n d e r s  do n o t  d i s a g r e e  on a n y  m a t t e r s  o f  
i m p o r t a n c e .  S w a n n ' s  S t a t e m e n t ,  1 F e b r u a r y ;  C o f f e e ' s  
S t a t e m e n t ,  5 F e b r u a r y ;  a n d  S t a t e m e n t  o f  Thomas A u g u s t i n e  
C l a i b o r n e ,  1 F e b r u a r y  1 8 0 6 ,  i b i d . ,  1 : 1 2 6 ,  1 2 9 -3 2 ,  1 3 3 - 3 4 .
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i n t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  had  n o t  some b y s t a n d e r s  s t o p p e d  h i s  f a l l .

Swann s t u c k  h i s  h a n d  i n t o  h i s  c o a t  a s  i f  t o  d raw  a p i s t o l ,

b u t  J a c k s o n  p r o d u c e d  h i s  own handgun  more q u i c k l y  a n d  was

p r e p a r e d  t o  s h o o t  i t  o u t .  As i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  S e v i e r

a t  S o u th w e s t  P o i n t ,  J a c k s o n  h ad  g o t t e n  h i s  gun  t o  t h e  r e a d y

more  q u i c k l y  t h a n  h i s  o p p o n e n t  b u t  d i d  n o t  u s e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e

t o  k i l l .  W ith  p r o b a b l e  d e a t h  as  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  f u r t h e r

movement ,  Swann w i t h d r e w  h i s  hand p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  he  h a d

come i n  p e a c e  t o  s e e k  an a c c o m m o d a t io n  and t h e n  l e f t  t h e

room. A l t h o u g h  Swann w o u ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r e s s  J a c k s o n  f o r

t h e  d u e l ,  even  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p r o d u c i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s
23a t t e s t i n g  t o  h i s  s t a t u s  a s  a  g e n t l e m a n ,  J a c k s o n  

c o n d e s c e n d i n g l y  l e t  i t  be known t h a t  he  w ou ld  m eet  h im  " i n  

an y  s i t u a t i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t  o f  a  g e n t l e m a n  . . . [o r ]  h e  would

m e e t  any  g e n t l e m a n  o f  e q u a l  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  h i m s e l f  who w ould
9 /

e s p o u s e  Mr. S w ann 's  c a u s e .  . . ."  J a c k s o n  was  w a s h i n g  h i s

h an d s  o f  Swann a n d  p u t t i n g  o n  h i s  g l o v e s  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y

a n t a g o n i s t ,  C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n ,  whom h e  s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g
25b e h i n d  t h e  t r o u b l e s  w i t h  Swann.

23 N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  Review,  24 May 1806 ,  q u o t e d  i n  
i b i d . ,  1 - .1 W .

2  A*S t a t e m e n t  o f  J o h n  P urdy ,  3 J a n u a r y  1806 ,  i b i d . ,
1 :1 3 2 .

25 J o h n  C o f f e e  and N a t h a n i e l  McNairy f o u g h t  a d u e l ,  
p r o b a b l y  a s  a  s p i n - o f f  o f  t h e  J a c k s o n - D i c k i n s o n  a f f a i r .  
P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 2 8 6 - 8 9 ;  S t a t e m e n t  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n ,
8 February 1806, Bassett, Correspondence, 1:137.
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C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f

T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r y  a n d  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h i s

p a p e r ,  b u t  a  f u r t h e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  i n  o r d e r .  He was  b o r n

i n  C a r o l i n e  C oun ty ,  M a ry la n d ,  i n  1778 ,  i n t o  a  l e a d i n g

f a m i l y  o f  t h a t  a r e a .  He l a t e r  w en t  t o  Richmond,  V i r g i n i a ,

w here  he r e a d  law w i t h  Jo h n  M a r s h a l l  and  t h e n  moved t o

N a s h v i l l e  i n  1801.  I n  N a s h v i l l e ,  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s

a  r a t h e r  f a s h i o n a b l e  an d  s u c c e s s f u l  young  l a w y e r .  He

m a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l l y - p r o m i n e n t  E rw in  f a m i l y .  H is

f a t h e r - i n - l a w  C a p t a i n  J o s e p h  E rw in  was an o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e
26a n d  f r e q u e n t  t r a c k  r i v a l  o f  J a c k s o n .  As h a s  b e e n  shown, 

i t  was an  i n c i d e n t  o f  t h e  r a c e  t r a c k  t h a t  l e d  J a c k s o n  and  

D i c k i n s o n  t o  d u e l ,  b u t  t h e r e  may h a v e  been  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  

t h e i r  d i s a g r e e m e n t .

Most  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  d u e l  

m e n t i o n  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  h a d ,  on two o c c a s i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  

i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  t r a c k ,  made i n s u l t i n g  r e m a rk s  a b o u t  R a c h e l .  

They n o t e  t h a t  J a c k s o n  h a d  c o n f r o n t e d  D i c k i n s o n ,  and  

D i c k i n s o n  h a d  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  t h e  r e m a r k s  w h ic h  he  c l a i m e d  

w e re  made u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l .  A c t u a l l y ,  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  wisdom i s  

c o r r e c t .  Nowhere i n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  two men 

does  e i t h e r  make m e n t i o n  o f  i t ,  n o r  do e i t h e r  ev en  a l l u d e  t o

2 6A l l  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  m a j o r  b i o g r a p h e r s  c a r r y  s k e t c h e s  
o f  D i c k i n s o n .  A l s o ,  s e e  W i r t  A r m s t r o n g  G a t e ,  ' " P e a c h  
B lossom '  a n d  t h e  J a c k s o n - D i c k i n s o n  D u e l , "  N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r ,  
12 A p r i l  195 5 .  ------------------------------
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i t .  R e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  S e v i e r  a f f a i r  J a c k s o n  h a d  f r e q u e n t l y  

damned h im  f o r  " t a k i n g  t h e  name o f  a  l a d y  i n t o  [ h i s ]  

p o l l u t e d  l i p s . "  He n e v e r  a c c u s e d  D i c k i n s o n  o f  t h i s  an d ,  

w h i l e  t h i s  does  n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  d i d  n o t  i n s u l t

R a c h e l ,  i t  does  c a l l  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  s o u r c e

h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  u s e d  a s  e v i d e n c e .  Most  do n o t  c i t e  a 

p r i m a r y  s o u r c e ,  an d  t h o s e  who do r e f e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  

i n d i r e c t l y  t o  P a r t o n .  P a r t o n 1s s o u r c e  i s  i t s e l f  an  

e x t r a p o l a t i o n  f ro m  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  he  h a d  w i t h  G e n e r a l  Sam 

H o u s to n .  H o u s to n  t o l d  P a r t o n  t h a t  J a c k s o n  h a d  gone t o  

C a p t a i n  E rw in  and  a s k e d  him t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  s o n - i n - l a w  

s a y i n g ,  " I  w i s h  no  q u a r r e l  w i t h  h im ,  he  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  by my

e n e m ie s  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  who a r e  u r g i n g  h im  t o  p i c k  a  q u a r r e l
27

w i t h  me. A d v i s e  h im  t o  s t o p  i n  t i m e . "  Upon t h a t  s t a t e ­

m ent  r e s t s  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h o s e  who h a v e  made D i c k i n s o n  t h e  

d r u n k e n  d e f a m e r .

T h i s  w r i t e r  does  n o t  s e e k  t o  a c q u i t  D i c k i n s o n  o f  t h e  

c h a r g e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h e l p  e x p l a i n  why J a c k s o n  r e a c t e d  a s  

v i o l e n t l y  a s  he d i d  t o  w h a t  o t h e r w i s e  was a  t r i v i a l  

i n c i d e n t .  T h e re  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p i e c e  o f  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  c u l p a b i l i t y  on D i c k i n s o n ' s  p a r t  a t  

an  e a r l y  p o i n t  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  a f f a i r .  I n  an  

u n p u b l i s h e d  l e t t e r  t o  J a c k s o n ,  J o h n  H o g g a t t  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  p r e s e n t  a t  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  E rw in  and  D i c k i n s o n  

on 25 December 1805,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  two w e re  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e

^Parton, Jackson, 1:269.
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t r o u b l e s  b e tw e e n  D i c k i n s o n  a n d  J a c k s o n ,  a n d  E rw in  n o t e d  t h a t

a  d u e l  w o u ld  l i k e l y  h a v e  t o  b e  f o u g h t .  D i c k i n s o n  a s s u r e d

h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  t h a t  he  w o u ld  n o t  f l i n c h  i f  i t  came t o  a

d u e l  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  J a c k s o n  w o u ld  r e f u s e  t o  f i g h t .  Erwin

t h e n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  "By God" h e  t h o u g h t  D i c k i n s o n  c o u l d  k i l l
28J a c k s o n  b e c a u s e  D i c k i n s o n  was t h e  b e t t e r  s h o t . The t i m i n g

o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i s  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  b e c a u s e  i t

o c c u r r e d  t h r e e  days  b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  t h r e e  men i n

N a s h v i l l e  a t  w h ic h  t h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  i r o n e d  o u t  t h e i r

d i s a g r e e m e n t s .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e

t h a t  t h e  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  was t h e  c a u s e

o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  25 December b u t ,  by i t s e l f ,  t h a t  d o es

n o t  seem s u f f i c i e n t  t o  evoke  s u c h  e m o t i o n s .  I t  seems

p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a d d i t i o n a l  i r r i t a n t ,  a n d  i t  i s

c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  t h e  i r r i t a n t  may h a v e  b e e n  D i c k i n s o n ' s

u n s a v o r y  r e m a r k s  b u t ,  a t  b e s t ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  h i g h l y

c o n j e c t u r a l .  I n  t h i s  w r i t e r ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  f a c t s  n e i t h e r

compel  n o r  e v e n  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t

D i c k i n s o n  was t h e  s l a n d e r e r  J a c k s o n ' s  b i o g r a p h e r s  h a v e  made 
29him  o u t  t o  b e .

The e x c h a n g e s  b e tw e e n  J a c k s o n  and  D i c k i n s o n  a r e  a l s o  

c u r i o u s .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  g i v e n  by P a r t o n  and

28 H o g g e t t  t o  J a c k s o n ,  24 J a n u a r y  1806,  J a c k s o n  
P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

29 I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  B a s s e t t ' s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  J a c k s o n  does  
n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  h a d  made t h e  s l a n d e r s .
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J a m e s ,  a  c l o s e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  n o t e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  J a c k s o n ,  n o t

D i c k i n s o n ,  was t h e  p r i m a r y  i n s t i g a t o r  o f  t h e  d u e l .  When

J a c k s o n  w r o t e  o n  7 J a n u a r y  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  was a " b a s e

p o l t r o o n  and  c o w a r d l y  t a l e - b e a r e r  . . . a n d  s h o u l d  [ t h i s ]

g i v e  Mr. D i c k i n s o n  t h e  s p l e e n ,  I  w i l l  f u r n i s h  him w i t h  an
30a n o d i n e  . . . , "  D i c k i n s o n  p e n n e d  h i s  r e s p o n s e ,  g a v e  i t  t o

a  f r i e n d  t o  be  p u b l i s h e d  when J a c k s o n  r e t u r n e d  to  to w n ,  a n d
31l e f t  f o r  New O r l e a n s  on 11 J a n u a r y .  I n  h i s  a b s e n c e  

s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  h a p p e n e d .

On F e b r u a r y  1, N a s h v i l l e ' s  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r ,  G e n e r a l

James R o b e r t s o n ,  w r o t e  J a c k s o n  c o u n s e l i n g  r e s t r a i n t  and
32u r g i n g  h im  t o  " a v o i d  . . .  a  d u e l . "  James  n o t e s  t h a t  i n

t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e  " o l d  g e n t l e m a n  h a d  t h e  d e l i c a c y  n o t  t o

m e n t i o n  R a c h e l . "  P e r h a p s  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t o  m e n t i o n .

J a c k s o n  i g n o r e d  R o b e r t s o n ' s  a d v i c e  when h e  s c a l d e d

D i c k i n s o n  a  week l a t e r  a s  " a  w o r t h l e s s ,  d r u n k e n ,  b l a c k g u a r d  
33s c o u n d r e l . "  D i c k i n s o n  was o u t  o f  town when t h i s  a p p e a r e d  

i n  t h e  p r e s s ;  b u t  when h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  r e a d  J a c k s o n ' s  

m e s s a g e ,  he  r e s p o n d e d  and  i n c l u d e d  a l e t t e r  w h ich  D i c k i n s o n

30 D i c k i n s o n  t o  J a c k s o n ,  10 J a n u a r y  1806,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 1 2 8 - 2 9 .

31 Swann t o  E rw in ,  16 J u n e  1806,  N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  
R e v ie w , 21 J u n e  1806, i b i d . ,  1 : 1 4 8 .

32 R o b e r t s o n  t o  J a c k s o n ,  1 F e b r u a r y  1806,  q u o t e d  i n  
J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  110.

33 J a c k s o n  to  Thomas E a s t i n ,  p r i n t e r  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  
I m p a r t i a l  Rev iew ,  8 F e b r u a r y  1806,  B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 
1 : 1 3 8 .
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h a d  l e f t  w i t h  h im .  T h i s  l e t t e r  was o b v i o u s l y  meant  a s  a  

r e j o i n d e r  t o  J a c k s o n ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  7 J a n u a r y .  I t  

s a i d ,  i n  p a r t ,

. . . a s  t o  t h e  word  cow ard ,  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  a s  a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  y o u r s e l f  a s  any  one  I  know, a n d  I  s h a l l  be v e r y  g l a d  
when an o p p o r t u n i t y  s e r v e s  t o  know i n  w h a t  manner  you  
g i v e  a n o d y n e s ,  and  h o p e  you w i l l  t a k e  i n  p a y m en t ,  on e  o f  
my m ost  m o d e r a t e  C a t h a r t i c k .

Q /

He c l o s e d ,  "Y o u rs  a t  Command, C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n . "

While  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  Review

may h a v e  b ee n  g e t t i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n ' s  h e a d

was t h e  c o o l e r  o f  t h e  two,  t h e  l o n g  a w a i t e d  r a c e  b e t w e e n

T r u x t o n  and  P lo u g h b o y  was f i n a l l y  r u n  on 3 A p r i l .  J a c k s o n

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  co rw d  a s  " t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c o u r s e  o f  p e o p l e  I
35e v e r  saw a s s e m b l e d ,  u n l e s s  i n  an  a r m y . "  The c o n t e s t  was 

d o u b l y  d r a m a t i c  b e c a u s e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  b e i n g  a b a d -  

b l o o d ,  g ru d g e  m a t c h ,  T r u x t o n  h a d  a  " s e r i o u s  h u r t  i n  h i s  

t h i g h . "  J a c k s o n  r e f u s e d  t o  f o r f e i t ,  and  T r u s t o n  won t h e  

m a tc h ,  w i n n i n g  " t h e  l a s t  h e a t  u n d e r  a  h a r d  b e a r i n g  r a i n  

. . . and,  a s  J a c k s o n  p u t  i t ,  " t h u s  ends  t h e  f a t e  o f

p l o u g h b o y . "  Bu t  a n o t h e r  f a t e ,  A t r o p o s ,  had  n o t  y e t  b e e n  

h e a r d  f rom .

O /
D i c k i n s o n  t o  J a c k s o n ,  13 F e b r u a r y  1806,  N a s h v i l l e  

I m p a r t i a l  R ev ie w , 22 F e b r u a r y  1806,  i b i d . ,  1 : 1 4 0 .  E r w i n ' s 
c o v e r  l e t t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  was p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
m e n t i o n e d  10 J a n u a r y  l e t t e r  w h ic h ,  f o r  an  unknown r e a s o n ,  
E a s t i n  h a d  n o t  p u b l i s h e d  when he  h a d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  i n  J a n u a r y .

35 J a c k s o n  t o  J o h n  H u t c h i n g s ,  7 A p r i l  1806,  i b i d . ,  
1 : 1 1 1 - 1 2 .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e  i s  t a k e n  f rom  t h i s  
l e t t e r  w h ic h  J a c k s o n  e r r o n e o u s l y  d a t e d  1805.
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D i c k i n s o n  a r r i v e d  b a c k  i n  N a s h v i l l e  on  20 May f u l l

o f  e n e r g y ;  t e n  days  l a t e r  he  would  b e  d ead .  I n  t h e  i n t e r i m

h e  was b u s y .  T h is  was h i s  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  to

J a c k s o n ' s  b l i s t e r i n g  a t t a c k  o f  8 F e b r u a r y ,  a n d  he d i d  so

w i t h o u t  d e l a y .  P a r t o n  and  James p r o v i d e  t h e  a n e c d o t e s  f o r

t h o s e  f i r s t  few days  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n .  On 21 May D i c k i n s o n

w r o t e  h i s  r e p l y  t o  t h e  8 F e b r u a r y  m e s s a g e  an d  gave  i t  t o  t h e

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  R ev iew  to  b e  p u b l i s h e d  24

May. On 22 May, Thomas O v e r t o n  r e a d  i t  a n d  t o l d  J a c k s o n :

" I t ' s  a p i e c e  t h a t  c a n ' t  be  p a s s e d  o v e r .  G e n e r a l ,  y o u  must

c h a l l e n g e . "  J a c k s o n  t h e n  w e n t  to  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  o f f i c e ,  r e a d
37i t  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  and  c h a l l e n g e d  D i c k i n s o n .

The o f f e n d i n g  m i s s i v e  i s  a c t u a l l y  l i t t l e  more t h a n  a  

" y o u ' r e  o n e ,  t o o , "  s t a t e m e n t .  The f i r s t  f o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  

p a r a g r a p h s  a r e  b l a n d ;  t h e  f i n a l  one i s  n o t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  

8 F e b r u a r y  l e t t e r ) :

A n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  same d a t e ,  i s  
a s  f o l l o w s .  "He [ a l l u d i n g  to  Mr. Swann] h a s  a c t e d  th e  
p u p p e t  a n d  l y i n g  v a l i t ,  f o r  a  w o r t h l e s s ,  d r u n k e n ,  b l a c k ­
g u a rd  s c o u n d r e l , "  e t c  e t c .  S h o u ld  Andrew J a c k s o n  have  
i n t e n d e d  t h e s e  e p i t h e t s  f o r  me [ em p h as i s  a d d e d ] , I  
d e c l a i r  h im  ( n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  he  i s  a  m a j o r  g e n e r a l  o f  
t h e  m i l i t i a  o f  Mero D i s t r i c t )  t o  b e  a w o r t h l e s s  
s c o u n d r e l  " a  p o l t r o o n  a n d  a c o w a r d , "  a  man who, by  
f r i v o l o u s  and e v a s i v e  p r e t e x t s ,  a v o i d e d  g i v i n g  t h e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  w h ic h  was due to  a  g e n t l e m a n  whom h e  had  
i n j u r e d .  T h is  h a d  p r e v e n t e d  me f ro m  c a l l i n g  on h i m  i n  
t h e  m a n n e r  I  s h o u l d  o t h e r  w is e  h a v e  done;  f o r  I  am w e l l  
c o n v i n c e d ,  t h a t  h e  i s  t o o  g r e a t  a  coward  t o  a d m i n i s t e r

q r
Thomas was t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  f r i e n d  J o h n

O v e r t o n .
37Parton, Jackson, 1:289-91; James, Jackson, p. 113.
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a n y  o f  t h o s e  a n o d y n e s  he p r o m i s e d  me i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  
Mr. Swann. His  e x c u s e  I  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  h i s  an o d y n es  
h a v e  b e en  i n  such  demand, s i n c e  I  l e f t  T e n n e s s e e ,  t h a t  
h e  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n g r e d i e n t s  t o  m ix  th em .  I  
e x p e c t  t o  l e a v e  N a s h v i l l e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  n e x t  week f o r  
M a ry la n d .

Yours e t c
C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n - ^

I f  D i c k i n s o n ' s  i n t e n t  was  t o  p r o v o k e  J a c k s o n  i n t o  

c h a l l e n g i n g  h im ,  he s u c c e e d e d .  I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  h i s  i n t e n t  was 

t o  r e s p o n d  to  J a c k s o n ' s  n a m e - c a l l i n g  i n  a  l i k e  m an n e r ,  t h e n  

he  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  h i s  man. I t  s eem s  m o s t  p r o b a b l e  t h a t ,  i n  

p o k e r  t e r m i n o l o g y ,  he  w as  c a l l i n g  J a c k s o n  a n d  u p p i n g  t h e  

s t a k e s  somewhat .  J a c k s o n  had  e a r l i e r  i n s u l t e d  a n d  o f f e r e d  

to  f i g h t  D i c k i n s o n ;  a n d  now D i c k i n s o n  was r e t u r n i n g  t h e  

i n s u l t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  J a c k s o n  was t o o  g r e a t  a  cow ard  t o  

a d m i n i s t e r  any  o f  t h o s e  " a n o d y n e s "  he h a d  p r o m i s e d .

W h a te v e r  D i c k i n s o n ' s  i n t e n t ,  J a c k s o n  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h

a f o r m a l  c h a l l e n g e  w h ic h  gave t h r e e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c a l l .

F i r s t ,  D i c k i n s o n ' s  " c o n d u c t  and  e x p r e s s i o n s "  r e l a t i v e  t o  h im

" o f  l a t e "  h ad  b e e n  i n s u l t i n g ;  s e c o n d ,  D i c k i n s o n  h ad

d i s t r u b e d  h i s  q u i e t  by " i n d u s t r i o u s l y "  e x c i t i n g  Thomas

Swann; an d ,  t h i r d ,  t h e  " v e r y  i n s u l t i n g  l e t t e r "  o f  10 
39J a n u a r y .  T h i s  b i l l  o f  p a r t i c u l a r s  made no a l l u s i o n s  t o  

any  s l a n d e r s  on  R a c h e l .

D i c k i n s o n  a c c e p t e d  J a c k s o n ' s  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  day i t  

was o f f e r e d .  A f t e r  b r i e f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  d u r i n g  w h ic h  D i c k i n s o n

38 D i c k i n s o n  t o  J a c k s o n ,  21 May 1806 ,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 1 4 2 - 4 3 .

39Jackson to Dickinson, 23 May 1806, ibid., 1:143-45.
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was a s k i n g  f o r  a  d e l a y ,  t h e i r  s e c o n d s ,  H anson  C a t l e t  f o r

D i c k i n s o n  an d  Thomas O v e r t o n  f o r  J a c k s o n ,  made t h e

a r r a n g e m e n t s :  t h e  w e a p o n s ,  J a c k s o n ' s  b r a c e  o f  n i n e  i n c h

b a r r e l  p i s t o l s  w i t h  D i c k i n s o n  g e t t i n g  f i r s t  c h o i c e ;  t h e

t i m e ,  F r i d a y ,  30 J u n e  1806,  a t  s e v e n  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e

m o rn in g ;  t h e  p l a c e ,  a b o u t  f o r t y  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  N a s h v i l l e  i n

Logan C o u n ty ,  K e n tu c k y ,  a t  H a r r i s o n ' s  M i l l s  w h e re  t h e  m i d d l e

f o r k  o f  t h e  Red R i v e r  c r o s s e s  i n t o  T e n n e s s e e ;  t h e  p r o c e d u r e ,

t h e  men f a c i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  p i s t o l s  h e l d

p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y  a n d ,  on command, f i r i n g  when t h e y  p l e a s e d ;

an d ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  f e e t . ^

I t  h a s  b e e n  r u m o re d ,  and  c o n f i r m e d  t o  J a m e s ' s

s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  was o f f e r i n g  w a g e r s  on t h e
/ 1

s t r e e t s  o f  N a s h v i l l e  t h a t  he  w o u ld  k i l l  J a c k s o n .  I t  i s  

known t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  was t h e  b e t t e r  marksman o f  t h e  two.  I t  

w as ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e v i s e  a  s t r a t e g e m ,  an d  i t  was 

d e c i d e d  J a c k s o n  w o u ld  w e a r  a l o o s e - f i t t i n g  c o a t  t o  d e c e i v e  

D i c k i n s o n ' s  aim; a n d ,  a l s o ,  he w o u ld  h o l d  h i s  f i r e  u n t i l  h i s  

q u i c k e r  o p p o n e n t  h a d  f i r e d  and t h e n  t a k e  h i s  own s h o t

40A g reem en ts  o f  C a t l e t  and  O v e r t o n ,  23 and  24 May 
1806 ,  i b i d . ,  1 :1 4 5 ;  c l i p p i n g ,  " G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n ' s  D ue l  w i t h  
D i c k i n s o n , "  H a r p e r ' s  W e e k ly , 8 J a n u a r y  1859,  p p .  2 1 - 2 2 ,  i n  
J a c k s o n  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

41James, Jackson, p. 15.
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/ O
u n h u r r i e d l y .  He w as ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e t t i n g  h i s  l i f e  t h a t  

t h i s  w o u l d  w o rk .

On t h e  r i d e  t o  K e n tu c k y ,  J a c k s o n  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  p l a n s

w i t h  O v e r t o n ,  who was w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  o f  t h e

a r t .  The s t o r i e s  t h a t  D i c k i n s o n  p r e c e d e d  h im  on t h e  r o a d

and  l e f t  e x a m p le s  o f  h i s  s u p e r i o r  m a rk sm an sh ip  b e h i n d ,  s u c h

as  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  w i t h  t h e  c e n t e r s  s h o t  o u t ,  a r e  p e r s i s t e n t
43b u t  u n c o n f i r m e d  by  any  members o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y .  Around  

e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  29 J u n e ,  J a c k s o n ' s  p a r t y  

a r r i v e d  a t  M i l l e r ' s  T a v e r n  i n  K e n tu c k y  and  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t .  

D i c k i n s o n ' s  p a r t y  s t a y e d  a  few m i l e s  down t h e  r o a d  a t  

W i l l i a m  H a r r i s o n ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

On t h e  d aw ning  o f  30 J u n e ,  t h e  two g r o u p s  m et  on t h e  

bank  o f  t h e  Red R i v e r .  D i c k i n s o n ' s  man won t h e  t o s s  f o r  

c h o i c e  o f  p o s i t i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  O v e r t o n  was t o  g i v e  t h e  

command t o  f i r e .  Once t h e  men t o o k  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  O v e r t o n  

a s k e d  i f  t h e y  w e r e  r e a d y  and ,  a f t e r  t h e y  a n s w e r e d  i n  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e ,  h e  c r i e d ,  " F i r e ! "  D i c k i n s o n  d i d  so 

i m m e d i a t e l y ,  h i t t i n g  J a c k s o n  i n  t h e  b r e a s t b o n e  a n d  b r e a k i n g

/ 2
I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  l o o s e -  

f i t t i n g  c o a t  was O v e r t o n ' s ,  w h e r e a s  J a c k s o n  d e c i d e d  on t h e  
d e l a y e d  f i r e  s t r a t e g y  h i m s e l f .  James C. C u r t i s ,  Andrew 
J a c k s o n  an d  t h e  S e a r c h  f o r  V i n d i c a t i o n  ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,
Brown & Co. , 1976)  , p~] 36; P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 2 8 9 ;  C l a y t o n ,  
D a v id s o n  C o u n t y , p .  148;  B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n ;  p r e s s  c l i p p i n g s ,  
N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r , 8 J a n u a r y  1897 ,  B e t t i e  M. D o n e l s o n  P a p e r s ,  
M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA; and  J o h n  T ro tw ood  Moore ,  "Andrew 
J a c k s o n ' s  Duel  i n  a  New L i g h t , "  New York T i m e s , 15 March 
1925, J a c k s o n  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

^James, Jackson, p. 115.
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two r i b s .  J a c k s o n  c l u t c h e d  h i s  c h e s t  b u t  d i d  n o t  f a l l .  

T h i n k i n g  h e  h a d  m i s s e d ,  D i c k i n s o n  moved f ro m  t h e  l i n e  b u t  

was o r d e r e d  b a c k ;  h e  r e t u r n e d  an d  f o l d e d  h i s  arms t o  a w a i t  

J a c k s o n ' s  s h o t .  J a c k s o n  s q u e e z e d  t h e  t r i g g e r ,  b u t  t h e  

p i s t o l  s t o p p e d  a t  h a l f - c o c k .  He r e - c o c k e d  t h e  weapon and  

s h o t  D i c k i n s o n  m o r t a l l y ;  h e  w ou ld  d i e  a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t h a t  

e v e n i n g .  When O v e r t o n  n o t i c e d  t h a t  h i s  man h a d  b e e n  h i t ,  

i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  J a c k s o n  commented, "Oh, I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  

p i n k e d  me, b u t  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t h o s e  p e o p l e  [ D i c k i n s o n ' s  g ro u p ]  

t o  k n o w . " ^  A n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e g e n d  h a s  i t  t h a t  J a c k s o n  

s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  D i c k i n s o n ' s  s h o t  e v e n  i f  he  

h a d  s h o t  h im  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r a i n . ^

T h o se  who l i o n i z e  J a c k s o n ' s  b e h a v i o r  on t h e  f i e l d  

t h a t  day may w e l l  b e  m ak ing  a  v i r t u e  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  and  t h e r e  

w e re  many i n  N a s h v i l l e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d u e l  who saw l i t t l e  

v i r t u e  i n  w h a t  J a c k s o n  h a d  d one .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p e t i t i o n  

w i t h  s e v e n t y - t w o  nam es ,  t h e  7 J u n e  1806 i s s u e  o f  t h e  

N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  Review was p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  a  b l a c k  b o r d e r  

t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  m o u rn in g  o f  C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n .  A s u b s e q u e n t  

i s s u e  c a r r i e d  l e t t e r s  f ro m  Thomas Swann and C a p t a i n  Erw in  

d e n o u n c i n g  J a c k s o n .  E rw in  was e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  

r e - c o c k i n g  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  p i s t o l ,  and  h e  a r g u e d  s i n c e  t h e  men 

h a d  n o t  a g r e e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  a  sn ap  was n o t  t o  be

44 P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 3 0 0 ;  J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  118.
45 James, Jackson, p. 118.
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46c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  f i r e  t h e n  J a c k s o n  h a d  v i o l a t e d  t h e  r u l e s .

I f  t h i s  were  t r u e  t h e n  J a c k s o n  w o u ld  be  g u i l t y  o f  a  v e r y

s e r i o u s  b r e a c h  i n  t h e  g e n t l e m a n ' s  c o d e ,  b u t  B a s s e t t  comments

t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  i t  t h a t ,  when h i s  p i s t o l  s t o p p e d  a t  h a l f -

c o c k ,  J a c k s o n  showed i t  t o  t h e  s e c o n d s ;  a n d  t h e y  r u l e d  t h a t
47he  was e n t i t l e d  t o  a n o t h e r  f i r e .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i a l l y

c o n f i r m e d  by H anson  C a t l e t 1s s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " t h e  a f f a i r  o f

h o n o r  . . . was c o n d u c t e d  a g r e e a b l y  t o  w h a t  was a g r e e d  upon ,
48so f a r  a s  an y  a g r e e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e , "  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  does

n o t  p r e c l u d e  E r w i n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n .

The m o r a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  h a v i n g  k i l l e d  an

e f f e c t i v e l y  d e f e n s e l e s s  man i s  p e r h a p s  a  more  s e r i o u s

c h a r g e .  Don C. S e i t z ,  a  s t u d e n t  o f  A m er ica n  d u e l s ,  h a s

w r i t t e n  t h a t ,  when some d u e l i s t s '  p i s t o l s  s t o p p e d  a t  h a l f -

c o c k ,  t h e y  w o u ld  h av e  h a d  m e r c y ,  b u t  " t h e r e  was no m ercy  i n
49J a c k s o n ' s  s o u l " ;  he l a t e r  r e f e r s  t o  J a c k s o n  a s  " s a v a g e . "

Jo h n  Trotwood Moore p e r m i t s  J a c k s o n  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  by 

q u o t i n g  th e  g e n e r a l :  " I  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  k i l l e d  h im  i f  I

h a d  n o t  f e l t  t h a t  I  was m o r t a l l y  wounded m y s e l f .  But  

b e l i e v i n g  t h i s ,  I  b e l i e v e  now I  w o u ld  hav e  l i v e d  l o n g  e n u f

46N a s h v i l l e  I m p a r t i a l  R e v ie w , 21 J u n e  1806.
47 B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p .  64.
48 S t a t e m e n t  o f  C a t l e t ,  20 J u n e  1806,  F i g u e r s  

C o l l e c t i o n ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.
49 Don C. S e i t z ,  Famous A m er ican  D u e l s :  W i th  Some

A c c o u n t  o f  t h e  C au ses  t h a t  L ed  up t o  Them a n d  t h e  Men 
E nga ged  (New Y ork :  Thomas Y. C r o w e l l  Co. ,  1 9 2 9 ) ,  p p .
1 5 4 - 5 5 .
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50t o  k i l l  h im i f  he h a d  s h o t  me t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r t . "

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  n o t  f o u n d  e l s e w h e r e  a n d ,

e v e n  i f  i t  w e r e ,  J a c k s o n  w ould  s t i l l  s t a n d  a c c u s e d  o f  an

in f a m o u s  a c t ;  i n  f a c t ,  B a s s e t t  s a i d :  " I t  was l i t t l e  l e s s
51t h a n  m u r d e r . "  E v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  d u e l ,

P a r t o n  w r o t e  t h a t  " i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a t  no  t im e  b e tw e e n  t h e

y e a r s  1806 a n d  1812,  c o u l d  G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n  have  b e e n  e l e c t e d

t o  an y  o f f i c e  i n  T e n n e s s e e  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e
52v o t e r s  o f  t h e  w ho le  s t a t e . "

Between  h i s  d u e l  w i t h  D i c k i n s o n  a n d  h i s  e m b r o i l m e n t

w i t h  t h e  B e n t o n s ,  J a c k s o n  was i n d i c t e d  b y  t h e  D a v id s o n

C o u n ty  g r a n d  j u r y  f o r  a s s a u l t  a n d  b a t t e r y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  to
53k i l l  one Samuel  J a c k s o n .  Two t h i n g s  a r e  known a b o u t  

Samuel  J a c k s o n :  i t  was he  who o v e r h e a r d  P a t t o n  A n d e r s o n ' s

g a r b l e d  r e n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  payment  o f  t h e  f o r f e i t  a n d  

c a r r i e d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  D i c k i n s o n ,  a n d  i t  w as  he t o  whom Swann 

made an  u n s o l i c i t e d  o f f e r  o f  a  two h u n d r e d  d o l l a r  l o a n . ^  

A l t h o u g h  Swann r e n e g e d  on t h e  o f f e r ,  i t  d o e s  s u g g e s t  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a c u r i o u s  c o n s p i r a c y :  was t h e  money m ean t  a s

“*^Moore, " J a c k s o n ' s  D u e l . "

" ^ B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p .  64 .

" ^ P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 :3 0 5 .
53 The S t a t e  v .  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  9 November 1807,  

B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 1 8 2 .
54 S t a t e m e n t  by Thomas Swann, 1 F e b r u a r y  1 8 0 6 ;  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  R o b e r t  B u t l e r ,  3 F e b r u a r y  1 8 0 6 ,  i b i d . ,  1 :1 2 2 ,  
133.
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a r e w a r d  f o r  p a s t  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d ,  o r  m i g h t  i t  h a v e  b e e n  

an in d u c e m e n t  t o  s e c u r e  A n d e r s o n ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e ?  No m a t t e r ;  t h e  famous " C o f f i n  Hand B i l l , "  w h i c h ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  m us t  b e  t a k e n  w i t h  a l a r g e  m e a s u re  o f  s a l t ,  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  f o r  w h ic h  Andrew J a c k s o n  was 

i n d i c t e d  t h u s l y - - A n d r e w  was b e r a t i n g  Samuel on t h e  s t r e e t s  

o f  N a s h v i l l e  a n d ,  when t h e  l a t t e r  s t o o p e d  t o  p i c k  up a  r o c k ,  

t h e  f o rm e r  d r e w  h i s  s w o rd  f rom  i t s  ca n e  an d  r a n  i t  t h r o u g h  

t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  S a m u e l ' s  body,  e n t e r i n g  i n  t h e  b a c k  an d  

e x i t i n g  a t  h i s  b r e a s t .  The h a n d b i l l  r e m a r k s  t h a t  Andrew 

J a c k s o n  was a c q u i t t e d  b e c a u s e  h e  and  h i s  f r i e n d s  w e r e  a b l e  

t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  t r i a l  j u r y  t h a t  he  h a d  a c t e d  i n  s e l f -  

d e f e n s e .

J u s t  a s  t h e  A l l i s o n  d e b t s  and  t h e  s a l e  o f  h i s  

p l a n t a t i o n  a t  H u n t e r ' s  H i l l  may h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  t i n c t u r e d  

J a c k s o n ' s  t e m p e ra m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  t im e  p r o c e e d i n g  t h e  

D i c k i n s o n  d u e l ,  so ,  t o o ,  he may h a v e  b e e n  s u f f e r i n g  f rom  

a n o t h e r  b o u t  o f  g e n e r a l i z e d  f r u s t r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  d i v i s i o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  b e  g i v e n  

an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i g h t  an d  g a i n  h o n o r  on i t s  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  

N a t c h e z  i n  e a r l y  1813.  J a c k s o n  h a d  i n v e s t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

t i m e ,  and some o f  h i s  own money, i n  r a i s i n g  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  

t r o o p s  w hich  h e  hoped t o  l e a d  i n  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  w e s t  

F l o r i d a .  T h e i r  m i s s i o n ,  ho w ev er ,  was a b o r t e d  i n  N a tc h e z  

when J a c k s o n  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  f ro m  t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t  t h a t

55"Coffin Hand Bill," ibid., 3:463-64.
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t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  n e e d e d  a f t e r  a l l .  He was t o l d

t o  d i s b a n d  h i s  2 , 0 7 0  men o n  t h e  s p o t ,  t u r n  o v e r  a l l  h i s

g o v e rn m e n t  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  b i t t e r  r i v a l  G e n e r a l  James

W i l k e r s o n ,  and  g e t  b a c k  t o  N a s h v i l l e  t h e  b e s t  way h e  c o u l d .

J a c k s o n  d e c i d e d  t o  do none  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  an d  i n s t e a d  l e d

h i s  men home,  p a y i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p e n s e s  h i m s e l f .  What a

t r i p  f o r  a  man who was so a n x i o u s  t o  do com ba t  t h a t  he h a d

a g r e e d  t o  f i g h t  e v e n  i f  h e  w e re  g i v e n  o n l y  t h e  r a n k  o f  
5 6s e r g e a n t !  He h a d  won t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h i s  men an d  t h e

5 7n ic k n a m e  " O l d  H i c k o r y "  b u t  n o t  m i l i t a r y  g l o r y .

The j o u r n e y  had  b e e n  f r u s t r a t i n g  f o r  o t h e r  members o f  

t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  C o l o n e l  Thomas H a r t  B en to n  had  q u a r r e l l e d
5 8w i t h  and l a t e r  c h a l l e n g e d  Q u a r t e r - M a s t e r  W i l l i a m  B. Lew is ,

a n d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  were  a n g r y  w i t h  t h e  B r i g a d e -

I n s p e c t o r ,  W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l ,  t o  whom J a c k s o n  had  a p p a r e n t l y  
59shown f a v o r .  When t h e  p a r t y  a r r i v e d  b a c k  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,

" ^ J a c k s o n  t o  G o v e rn o r  W i l l i e  B l o u n t ,  11 November 
1 8 1 2 ,  i b i d . , 1 :2 3 8 .

" ^ B a s s e t t ,  J a c k s o n , p p .  7 7 - 8 7 .
58 The two men e x c h a n g e d  i n s u l t s  a n d  c h a r g e s  i n  e v e r y  

i s s u e  o f  t h e  C l a r i o n  and T e n n e s s e e  G a z e t t e  f ro m  9 F e b r u a r y  
t h r o u g h  27 A p r i l  1813;  B e n t o n  c h a l l e n g e d , b u t  Lew is  dem urred .

59 J a c k s o n  t o  W. B. L e w is ,  4 March 1813 ,  q u o t e d  i n  
J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  151; C u r t i s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  47 .
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60L i e u t e n a n t  L i t t l e t o n  J o h n s o n  c h a l l e n g e d  C a r r o l l  b u t  was
61r e f u s e d  t h e  d u e l .

J o h n s o n  c h a l l e n g e d  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t im e  w i t h  Thomas H a r t  

B e n t o n ' s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  J e s s e  a c t i n g  as  h i s  f r i e n d .

C a r r o l l  a g a i n  r e f u s e d  J o h n s o n  b u t  made i t  c l e a r  t o  B en to n

t h a t ,  " i f  h e  w ould  v o l u n t e e r  i n  h i s  [ J o h n s o n ' s ]  b e h a l f ,  he
6 9[B en ton]  s h o u l d  be  accom m oda ted  w i t h  a  m e e t i n g . "  When

C a r r o l l  s o u g h t  J a c k s o n ' s  a d v i c e ,  J a c k s o n  t r i e d  t o  d i s s u a d e

h im  f ro m  f i g h t i n g ;  b u t ,  when he  c o u l d  n o t  do s o ,  he a g r e e d

t o  s e r v e  a s  C a r r o l l ' s  s e c o n d  and  c o a c h .

S i n c e  Benton  t e c h n i c a l l y  was t h e  c h a l l e n g e r ,  C a r r o l l

" a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  law  o f  h o n o r  . . . had  t h e  r i g h t
6 ̂t o  c h o o s e  h i s  mode, t i m e  an d  p l a c e  o f  f i g h t i n g  . . and

60 J o h n s o n  was a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  B e n t o n s ; he  h a d  b e e n  
u s e d  by  Thomas H a r t  B e n to n  t o  c a r r y  h i s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  L e w is .  
W i l l i a m  N. Chambers ,  "The T h w a r te d  W a r r i o r :  The L a s t  Y ears
o f  Thomas H a r t  B e n to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  1 8 1 2 - 1 8 1 5 , "  E a s t  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  22 ( 1 9 5 0 ) :30 .

61 A c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  C a r r o l l - B e n t o n  d u e l  a r e  u s u a l l y  
fo u n d  w i t h  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  J a c k s o n - B e n t o n  a f f a i r ,  a n d  t h e y  
a r e  a l l  b a s e d  on m a t e r i a l  f o u n d  i n  B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 
1 : 3 0 8 - 1 9 ,  3 : 2 6 6 - 6 7 ;  P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1:386-98"]  B e n t o n ' s 
b i o g r a p h i e s  a d d  n o t h i n g  o f  s u b s t a n c e .  W i l l i a m  M. M e ig s ,  The 
L i f e  o f  Thomas H a r t  B e n to n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J .  B. L i p p i n c o t t
Co . ,  1 9 0 4 ) ;  W i l l i a m  N i s b e t  Chambers ,  O ld  B u l l i o n  B e n to n :  
S e n a t o r  f ro m  t h e  West  ( B o s to n :  L i t t l e " ]  Brown an d  C o . , 1956);
E l b e r t  B. S m i t h ,  "Now D efend  Y o u r s e l f ,  You Damned R a s c a l ! , "  
A m e r ic a n  H e r i t a g e  9 ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 5 8 ) : 4 4 - 4 7 ,  1 0 6 ;  and idem ,  
M a g n i f i c e n t  M i s s o u r i a n :  The L i f e  o f  Thomas H a r t  B e n to n
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : J ]  B~. L i p p i n c o t t  Co. , 1958) .

62 The  b e s t  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
C a r r o l l - B e n t o n  d u e l  i s  a  l e t t e r  f rom  C a r r o l l  t o  Andrew J .  
D o n e l s o n ,  4 O c t o b e r  1824 ,  B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 3 1 1 - 1 2 .

6 ̂ J a c k s o n  t o  Thomas H a r t  B e n t o n ,  J u l y  1813, i b i d . ,
1:314.
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he  u s e d  h i s  o p t i o n s  w e l l .  To c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  B e n t o n ' s  b e t t e r  

m a r k s m a n s h ip ,  C a r r o l l  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e  t e n  f e e t  

a n d  t h a t  t h e  men s h o u l d  s t a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  b a c k s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  

a n d ,  on t h e  command, w h e e l  a r o u n d  a n d  f i r e .  B e n to n  was n o t  

i n f o r m e d  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  an d  

J a c k s o n  saw t o  i t  t h a t  C a r r o l l  p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  mode. The 

t im e  was s e t  a t  s i x  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o rn in g ,  14 J u n e ,  a n d  t h e  

p l a c e ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  i n  o r  n e a r  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ' s ,  

s t a t u t o r y  p r o s c r i p t i o n s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .

The d u e l  was consummated  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e s e  r u l e s .

P e r h a p s  C a r r o l l  was f o l l o w i n g  J a c k s o n ' s  a d v i c e  o r  ex am p le

when he l e t  B e n to n  f i r e  f i r s t ;  t h e  s h o t  i n f l i c t e d  a  s l i g h t

wound on h i s  l e f t  thumb.  As C a r r o l l  f i r e d ,  B e n to n ,  f o r  an

unknown r e a s o n ,  s t o o p e d  o r  s q u a t t e d  o v e r  c a u s i n g  " a  p o r t i o n

o f  h i s  f r a m e ,  t h a t  was a lw a y s  p r o m i n e n t ,  t o  be  more
64p r o m i n e n t  s t i l l . "  C a r r o l l ' s  b u l l e t  i n f l i c t e d  a  l o n g  an d  

r a k i n g  wound a c r o s s  B e n t o n ' s  h i p  w h ic h  " d i d  f a r  more  i n j u r y  

t o  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a n  to  t h e  f l e s h . "  B e n t o n ' s  c o n d u c t  an d  

t h e  c o m i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  wound became a  s t a n d i n g  j o k e  

a r o u n d  T e n n e s s e e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a n d ,  more t h a n  a d e c a d e  

l a t e r ,  J a c k s o n  w o u ld  r e f e r  t o  " t h e  r e d o u b t a b l e  h e r o ,  o f
f i f is q u a t i n g  memory, J e s s e  B e n to n .  . . .

^ P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 :3 8 8 .
6 SJ a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  152.

J a c k s o n  t o  J o h n  C o f f e e ,  23 S e p te m b e r  1824 ,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 3 : 2 6 6 .
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J e s s e ' s  t a l e  o f  s o r r o w s  t r a v e l e d  q u i c k l y  t o  b r o t h e r

Thomas who, i r o n i c a l l y ,  h a d  b e e n  i n  W a s h in g to n  a t  t h e  t i m e

o f  t h e  d u e l ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r e s e n t i n g  J a c k s o n ' s  f i n a n c i a l

c l a i m s  a r i s i n g  f ro m  t h e  N a t c h e z  e x p e d i t i o n  to  t h e  g o v e r n -  
f )  7m e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  two men h a d

h e r e t o f o r e  b e e n  a  c l o s e  a n d  f r i e n d l y  o n e .  But  t h e  B e n to n

b l o o d  r a n  h o t  a n d  t h i c k ,  a n d  Thomas was d i s t u r b e d  by  t h e

r o l e  p l a y e d  by h i s  e r s t w h i l e  commander.

T h e r e  a r e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e

o n ce  an d  f u t u r e  f r i e n d s . W h i le  t h e r e  i s  o b v i o u s  h y p e r b o l e

i n  H a r n e t t  T. K a n e ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  Thomas H a r t  B e n to n  "d re w
f%Rd u e l s  t h e  way a  b l u e  s e r g e  s u i t  d raws l i n t  . . . , "  he  h a d ,

i n  t h e  w ords  o f  W i l l i a m  N i s b e t  Chambers ,  a  " t r i g g e r - t o u c h y
69s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r . "  I n  a  s c h o o l y a r d  q u a r r e l  a t  t h e  

ag e  o f  f i f t e e n ,  Thomas h a d  drawn a p i s t o l  on a  b o y  who h a d  

c a l l e d  h im  a "damned r a s c a l . L i k e  J a c k s o n ,  B e n to n  h a d  

b e e n  b o r n  an d  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s ,  d e s c e n d e d  f rom  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  (and  E n g l i s h )  s t o c k  and  grew  o f  ag e  i n  a  home 

d o m in a t e d ,  a s  h e  l a t e r  r e c a l l e d ,  b y  a s t r o n g  a n d  p i o u s

6 7W ith  e q u a l  f e r v o r  an d  s u c c e s s ,  B en to n  p u r s u e d  a 
c o m m iss io n  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  army f o r  h i m s e l f .  B e n to n  to  
J a c k s o n ,  15 J u n e  1813,  i b i d . ,  1 : 3 0 8 ;  Chambers ,  " T h w a r t e d  
W a r r i o r , "  p p .  3 2 - 3 3 .

68H a r n e t t  T. Kane,  G e n t le m e n ,  Swords  and  P i s t o l s  
(New York :  W i l l i a m  Morrow and  Co. , 1951) , p~! 184 .

69 Chambers ,  Old  B u l l i o n  B e n t o n , p .  x i i i .

^ S m i t h ,  M a g n i f i c e n t  M i s s o u r i a n , p .  19.



101

m o t h e r . ^  H i s  l a w y e r  and  m i l i t i a - i n s p e c t o r  f a t h e r  was o f t e n  

a b s e n t  from t h e i r  home and  d i e d  when Thomas was e i g h t ,  a f t e r  

l o s i n g  a  f i v e  y e a r  b o u t  w i t h  c o n s u m p t i o n .  H i s  m o t h e r ,  Ann 

Gooch B en to n ,  was a  d e v o u t  E p i s c o p a l i a n ,  and  a f t e r  h e r  

h u s b a n d ' s  d e a t h  she  managed t h e i r  l a r g e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  e i g h t  

c h i l d r e n .  T h e r e  a r e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  h e r  a s  " a  woman o f  

f o r c e "  and " t h e  c h i e f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  home e d u c a t i o n  o f  

B e n to n .

A p p a r e n t l y ,  s h e  was s i m i l a r  t o  E l i z a b e t h  J a c k s o n ,  an d  

i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e i r  n o t a b l e  so n s  w e re  s t r o n g l y  

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  them. I t  i s  a t  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  b o t h  men 

were  a g g r e s s i v e ,  i n  p a r t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a b s e n t  f a t h e r s ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  i n t e r n a l i z e d  t h e  a m b i t i o n s  and  i r o n  w i l l s  o f  

t h e i r  m o t h e r s ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  r a i s e d  i n  l a r g e  

f a m i l i e s  w h e re  t h e y  may h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  h i g h  s e n s e s  o f  

p e r s o n a l  h o n o r  o r  w o r t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  i d e n t i t i e s .

I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  b o t h  men w o u ld  r i s e  t o  d e f e n d  

t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s : J a c k s o n  h a d  done so  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f

R a c h e l ,  and now Thomas H a r t  B e n to n  d i d  so i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

J e s s e .  When news o f  t h e  d u e l  r e a c h e d  him,  h e  was s h o c k e d  

t h a t  J a c k s o n  h a d  so a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  C a r r o l l ' s  

b e h a l f ,  and B e n to n  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  some " i l l  n a t u r e d

^ C h a m b e r s ,  O ld  B u l l i o n  B e n t o n , pp .  1 1 - 1 2 .
72T h e o d o re  R o o s e v e l t ,  Thomas H a r t  B e n to n  ( B o s to n :  

H ough ton  M i f f l i n  C o . ,  1 9 1 4 ) ,  p .  24; M e ig s ,  B e n t o n , p .  18; 
Cham bers ,  O ld  B u l l i o n  B e n t o n , p .  12; a n d  S m i th ,  M a g n i f i c e n t  
M i s s o u r i a n "  p~! 1ST
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73e x p r e s s i o n s "  a b o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l .  S t o r i e s  w ere  b a n d i e d

a b o u t  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  J a c k s o n  w r o t e  t o  him, a s k i n g  w h a t  h i s
74i n t e n t i o n s  w e re .  Ben ton  r e p l i e d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  l i s t i n g  t h e

r e a s o n s  h e  f e l t  J a c k s o n  h a d  a c t e d  u n w i s e l y  a n d  u n f a i r l y  i n

t h e  l a t e  u n p l e a s a n t n e s s ,  a n d  he c l o s e d  h i s  l e t t e r  s a y i n g

t h a t  he h a d  n o t  t h r e a t e n e d  J a c k s o n  n o r  w o u ld  h e ,  a n d  he h ad

n o t  p u b l i s h e d  a g a i n s t  him, n o r  w o u ld  h e ;  b u t ,

. . . a t  t h e  same t im e  t h e  t e r r o r  o f  y o u r  p i s t o l s  i s  n o t  
t o  s e a l  up my l i p s .  What I  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  t r u e ,  I  s h a l l  
s p e a k ;  an d  i f  f o r  t h i s  I  am c a l l e d  t o  a c c o u n t ,  i t  must  
even  b e  s o .  I  s h a l l  n e i t h e r  s e e k ,  n o r  d e c l i n e ,  a  d u e l  
w i t h  y o u .  75

J a c k s o n  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n  t h a t  " i t  i s  t h e

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  man o f  h o n o r  . . . n o t  t o  q u a r r e l  an d  b r a w l
76l i k e  a f i s h  woman." He j u s t i f i e d  h i s  own c o n d u c t  i n  t h e  

d u e l  and r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  c h a r g e  t h a t  B en ton  was m a l i g n i n g  h im  

a n d  s h o u l d  e i t h e r  a p o l o g i z e  o r  "demand . . . s a t i s f a c ­

t i o n . " ^  B e n to n  d i d  n e i t h e r ,  c h o o s i n g  r a t h e r  t o  h o l d  h i s  

p e a c e  i n  F r a n k l i n .  S in c e  J a c k s o n  h a d  t h r e a t e n e d  t o

73Andrew Hynes  t o  J a c k s o n ,  16 J u l y  1813,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 3 0 9 - 1 0 .

7Z\ j a c k s o n  t o  B en to n ,  19 J u l y  1813, i b i d . ,  1 : 3 1 0 .

^ B e n t o n  t o  J a c k s o n ,  25 J u l y  1813, i b i d . ,  1 : 3 1 4 .

^Jackson to Benton, 28 July 1813(7), ibid.
77Ibid., 1:315.
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78h o r s e w h i p  him " o n  s i g h t , "  B e n to n  was a p p a r e n t l y  d o in g  h i s  

b e s t  n o t  t o  b e  s e e n .

On S a t u r d a y ,  4 S e p te m b e r  1813 ,  t h e  B e n to n s  w ere  i n
79N a s h v i l l e  on b u s i n e s s .  They s t a y e d  a t  t h e  T a l b o t  H o t e l ,  

a s  t h e y  knew t h a t  J a c k s o n  and h i s  f r i e n d s  n o r m a l l y  h e a d ­

q u a r t e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  I n n ,  and t h e y  w i s h e d  

t o  a v o i d  an  e n c o u n t e r .  But  i t  was  n o t  t o  be  a v o i d e d .  When 

news o f  B e n t o n ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  town a r r i v e d ,  J a c k s o n  and J o h n  

C o f f e e  s a l l i e d  f o r t h  on  w ha t  g i v e s  e v i d e n c e  o f  b e i n g  a 

s e a r c h  a n d  d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n .  The N a s h v i l l e  In n  a n d  T a l b o t ' s  

f a c e d  e a c h  o t h e r  on p e r p e n d i c u l a r  s t r e e t s  w i t h  a p u b l i c  

s q u a r e  b e tw e e n  them a n d  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  n e x t  t o  T a l b o t ' s .  

J a c k s o n  and  C o f f e e  w a l k e d  s l o w l y  a c r o s s  t h e  s q u a r e  d i r e c t l y  

t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  p e r h a p s  t r y i n g  to  l u r e  t h e  B e n to n s  o u t .  

When Thomas a n d  J e s s e  r e f u s e d  t o  make t h e  f i r s t  move,

J a c k s o n  and  C o f f e e  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e i r  h o t e l  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t h a t  

i s ,  down t h e  s i d e w a l k  i n  f r o n t  o f  T a l b o t ' s .  Upon r e a c h i n g  

T a l b o t ' s  doo r  a n d  f i n d i n g  Thomas s t i l l  i n  i t ,  J a c k s o n  

s t e p p e d  i n t o  b o t h  t h e  d o o r  and T h o m a s ' s  f a c e ,  an d  w ha t

7 8H e i s k e l l ,  J a c k s o n  and E a r l y  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r y , p p .  
3 3 4 - 3 5 ,  c o n s i d e r s  J a c k s o n ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h e  B e n to n s  t o  
b e  "o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  m i s t a k e s  he made i n  h i s  
c a r e e r .  . . . , "  e s p e c i a l l y  t h i s  p u b l i c  t h r e a t  w h i c h  J a c k s o n  
t h e n  e i t h e r  h a d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  o r  a p p e a r  a s  a  co w ard .

79 P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 3 9 1 ,  an d  J a m e s ,  J a c k s o n , p .  1 5 3 ,  
r e f e r  t o  t h e  C i t y  H o t e l ,  a s  t h e  p l a c e  was l a t e r  known, b u t  
i n  1813 i t  was t h e  T a l b o t .  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  James W. S i t l e r ,
5 S e p te m b e r  18 1 3 ,  B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 3 1 7 .



104

f o l l o w e d  w as ,  i n  T h o m a s 's  w o rd s ,  " t h e  m ost  o u t r a g e o u s  a f f r a y
80e v e r  w i t n e s s e d  i n  a  c i v i l i z e d  c o u n t r y . "

J a c k s o n  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  a c t i o n  b y  r a i s i n g  h i s  r i d i n g

whip a n d  d e c l a r i n g ,  "Now d e f e n d  y o u r s e l f ,  y o u  damned

r a s c a l ! "  B e n to n  t o o k  t h i s  p r o f f e r e d  a d v i c e  a n d  r e a c h e d  f o r

h i s  p i s t o l ,  b u t  J a c k s o n  more  q u i c k l y  drew h i s  own a n d  p l a c e d

i t  a t  B e n t o n ' s  c h e s t .  As B en ton  s l o w l y  b a c k e d  up ,  J a c k s o n

s l o w l y  moved f o r w a r d .  The u n s e e n  J e s s e  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  room

b e h i n d  J a c k s o n  and  s h o t  h im ,  s e v e r e l y  w o u n d in g  him i n  h i s

l e f t  s h o u l d e r .  As he  was h i t ,  J a c k s o n  f i r e d  a n  e r r a n t  s h o t
81t h a t  b u r n e d  a  powder  h o l e  i n  T h o m a s ' s  s l e e v e .

The s h o t s  drew o t h e r s  i n t o  t h e  f r a c a s .  A b y s t a n d e r ,  

James W. S i t l e r ,  h e a r d  t h e  s h o o t i n g  an d  r a n  i n t o  t h e  h o t e l  

w here  h e  saw J e s s e  s t a n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  f a l l e n  J a c k s o n  w i t h  a 

p i s t o l  i n  h i s  h a n d .  S i t l e r  q u i c k l y  p u l l e d  J a c k s o n  o u t  o f  

t h e  l i n e  o f  f i r e .  Then C o f f e e  r u s h e d  i n ,  f i r e d  a t  Thomas 

u n s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  an d  c h a r g e d ,  w i t h  t h e  o b v i o u s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  

p i s t o l  w h i p p i n g  h im .  The a g a i n  r e t r e a t i n g  Thomas t h e n  f e l l  

b a c k w a rd s  down a f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s ,  t h u s  r e m o v in g  t h e  two 

p r i n c i p l e s  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d .  S u b s e q u e n t  a c t i o n  saw S t o c k l e y  

Hays, a  nephew  o f  R a c h e l  J a c k s o n ,  come w i t h i n  a  b u t t o n  o f  

k i l l i n g  J e s s e  B e n to n .  Hays  lu n g e d  a t  him w i t h  h i s  sw o rd

80 B e n t o n ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d u e l ,  10 S e p te m b e r  18 1 3 ,  
B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 : 3 1 7 .

81 J a c k s o n  w o u ld  l a t e r  c l a i m  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t  f i r e d  h i s  
p i s t o l ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  c o n t r a d i c t e d  by e y e w i t n e s s  
t e s t i m o n y .  J a c k s o n ' s  memorandum a b o u t  h i s  d u e l s ,  23 
S e p tem b e r  1 8 2 4 ( ? ) ,  i b i d . ,  3 : 2 6 7 .
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cane b u t  i t  s t r u c k  a l a r g e  b u t t o n  on B e n t o n ' s  c o a t  and
82s h a t t e r e d .  I n  a  " p a r o x y s m  o f  f u r y , "  h e  t h r e w  J e s s e  t o  t h e  

f l o o r ,  drew h i s  d i r k ,  a n d  was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  remove h i s  h e a r t  

when a  crowd o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  was a b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  e v e r y ­

one an d  r e s t o r e  p e a c e .

J a c k s o n  was r em o v ed  to  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  I n n  w h e r e ,

a c c o r d i n g  to  R a c h e l  J a c k s o n ,  h i s  b l o o d  s o a k e d  two

m a t t r e s s e s .  A s u g g e s t e d  a m p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  arm was f i r m l y

r e f u s e d  by J a c k s o n  and  h e  c a r r i e d  J e s s e ' s  b u l l e t  i n  h i s
83s h o u l d e r  f o r  a l m o s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  As he l a y  n e a r  d e a t h ,  

t h e  B e n to n s  g a t h e r e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  i n n  a n d  t a u n t e d  J a c k s o n ,  

i n v i t i n g  him t o  come o u t  and r e n e w  t h e  com ba t .  Thomas ev en  

p u b l i c l y  b r o k e  J a c k s o n ' s  sword a s  a s i g n  o f  c o n t e m p t  and 

d e f i a n c e .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  N a s h v i l l e  s t r o n g l y  f a v o r e d  

J a c k s o n ,  and B e n to n  c o m p l a i n e d :  " I  am l i t e r a l l y  i n  h e l l

h e r e . " ^  J a c k s o n ' s  " p u p p y s "  w e r e  b a r k i n g  a f t e r  h im ,  and  h e  

s a i d  t h a t  T e c u m se h ' s  s c a l p i n g - k n i f e  w o u ld  be  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  

th e  a f f i d a v i t s  o f  t h e  J a c k s o n  men.

L e s s  t h a n  two w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  J a c k s o n  f r a c a s ,  Thomas 

B en ton  was a g a i n  " d r a w i n g  l i n t . "  He i n t e r p r e t e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  

made b y  W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l  t o  be a  c h a l l e n g e ,  and  B e n to n  w r o t e  

to  h im t h a t  " t h e  c h a l l e n g e  you  a d d r e s s e d  t o  me i n  y o u r

o o
P a r t o n ,  J a c k s o n , 1 : 3 9 4 .

83 J a c k s o n  to  C o f f e e ,  21 J a n u a r y  1832,  B a s s e t t ,  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 4 :4 0 0 .

84Parton, Jackson, 1:395-96.
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85p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  y e s t e r d a y  i s  a c c e p t e d . "  F o r t u n a t e l y ,

C a r r o l l  was a b l e  t o  p u t  h im  o f f  an d  t h u s  p r e v e n t  t h e  l a r g e r

q u a r r e l  f ro m  g o i n g  t h e  f u l l  c i r c l e  o f  J e s s e  B en to n  v .

C a r r o l l ;  Thomas a n d  J e s s e  B en to n  v .  J a c k s o n ;  an d ,  f i n a l l y ,

Thomas B e n to n  v .  C a r r o l l . ^

The p r o u d  Thomas B e n to n  s e r v e d  u n d e r  J a c k s o n  so o n

t h e r e a f t e r  i n  t h e  War o f  1812,  b u t  J a c k s o n  p r e v e n t e d  h im

f rom  w i n n i n g  t h e  l a u r e l s  o f  b a t t l e ;  on t h e  e v e  o f  b o t h  t h e

b a t t l e s  o f  H o r s e s h o e  Bend a n d  New O r l e a n s ,  J a c k s o n  o r d e r e d
8 7B e n to n  b a c k  t o  N a s h v i l l e  t o  h e l p  r e c r u i t  new t r o o p s .

B en to n  saw t h a t  h i s  f u t u r e  l a y  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d ,  i n  1815 ,  he

moved t o  t h e  M i s s o u r i  T e r r i t o r y ;  w i t h i n  two y e a r s  h e  f o u g h t

two d u e l s  w i t h  C h a r l e s  L u c a s ,  k i l l i n g  him i n  t h e  s e c o n d  one
88on 26 S e p te m b e r  1818 .  Thomas B e n to n  and  J a c k s o n  d i d  n o t

s e e  e a c h  o t h e r  a g a i n  u n t i l  1823 when,  a s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
89S e n a t o r s ,  t h e y  made t h e i r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  J e s s e ,  h o w e v e r ,

Q C
B e n to n  t o  C a r r o l l ,  16 S e p te m b e r  18 1 3 ,  c i t e d  i n  

Chambers ,  " T h w a r t e d  W a r r i o r , "  p .  36.
86 C a r r o l l  w r o t e  t h a t  he h a d  n o t  w i s h e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  

B e n to n ,  b u t  i f  B e n to n  c h o s e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  h im  t h e n  h e  w o u ld  
o b l i g e .  C a r r o l l  t o  B e n to n ,  16 S e p te m b e r  1813 ,  c i t e d  i n  
Cham bers ,  " T h w a r t e d  W a r r i o r , "  p .  37.

^ C h a m b e r s ,  " T h w a r t e d  W a r r i o r , "  p p .  3 8 - 3 9 .
88 S e i t z ,  Famous A m e r ic a n  D u e l s , pp .  1 6 9 - 7 5 .
89 J o h n  H. E a t o n  t o  R a c h e l  J a c k s o n ,  18 December 1823,  

B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 3 : 2 1 7 .
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n e v e r  f o r g a v e  J a c k s o n  an d  a s  l a t e  a s  1828 he  was  c a l l i n g  h im
90" a  man p o l l u t e d  w i t h  e v e r y  c r i m e . "

W h i le  J a c k s o n  c e r t a i n l y  was  n o t  g u i l t y  o f  e v e r y

c r i m e ,  he  was g u i l t y  o f  more  t h a n  a  f ew .  H is  d u e l  w i t h

W a i g h t s t i l l  A very  was h i s  o n l y  " l e g a l "  d u e l  b e c a u s e  N o r t h

C a r o l i n a  l aw  d i d  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  p e r  s e  i n  1788 .

I n  1801 ,  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  l e g i s l a t u r e  made i t  w i l l f u l  m u r d e r  t o

k i l l  i n  a  d u e l  a n d  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  s u r v i v o r  " s h a l l  s u f f e r

d e a t h  w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  o f  c l e r g y . "  The law  p r o v i d e d

s a n c t i o n s  o f  a  f i f t y  d o l l a r  f i n e  and  t h i r t y  d a y s  i n  j a i l  t o

b e a r e r s  o f  a  c h a l l e n g e ;  a f i f t y  d o l l a r  f i n e ,  s i x t y  d a y s  i n

j a i l ,  an d  l o s s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  one y e a r  f o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o

f i g h t  a  d u e l ;  an d  a  f i f t y  d o l l a r  f i n e  an d  one y e a r  l o s s  o f
91c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  a c c e p t i n g  a  c h a l l e n g e .  In  1803 ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  J u d g e  J a c k s o n ,  G o v e rn o r  S e v i e r ,  an d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e  M a c l i n  s h o u l d  a l l  h a v e  b e e n  f i n e d  and  s e n t  to  j a i l .  

None w e r e .  The c o n c l u d i n g  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  

comment f u r t h e r  on t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

v i o l e n c e .

J a c k s o n ' s  1806 d u e l  w i t h  D i c k i n s o n  was f o u g h t  i n  

K e n tu c k y  t o  a v o i d  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e  law .  S in c e  

D i c k i n s o n ' s  f r i e n d s  d i d  n o t  s e e k  an  i n d i c t m e n t ,  i t  i s

90 J e s s e  B e n t o n ' s  " P l e a  t o  t h e  P u b l i c , "  30 O c t o b e r  
1828 ,  J o h n  Knibb Winn P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

91 Edward S c o t t ,  S c o t t ' s  R e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Laws o f  
T e n n e s s e e  an d  N o r t h  Car o l i n a ,  1 7 1 5 - 1 8 2 0 ,  2 v o l s . ( K n o x v i l l e : 
H e i s k e l l  a n d  Brown, 1 8 2 1 ) ,  1 : 7 1 7 - 1 9 .
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assum ed  t h a t  t h e  law  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  t h a t  f a r .  K en tu c k y  l a w

p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  f i n e  o f  b e tw e e n  $150 a n d  $500 f o r  d u e l l i n g ,
92b u t  J a c k s o n  was n o t  c h a r g e d .  In  1 8 0 9 ,  t h e  T e n n e s s e e

G e n e r a l  A ssem bly  p a s s e d  a l a w  s t a t i n g  t h a t  an y o n e  who g a v e

o r  r e c e i v e d  a  c h a l l e n g e ,  w i t h i n  o r  w i t h o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  o r

anyone  c a r r y i n g  a c h a l l e n g e ,  c o u l d  n e v e r  a g a i n  h o l d  p u b l i c

o f f i c e ,  g i v e  t e s t i m o n y  i n  any  c o u r t  o f  r e c o r d ,  o r  s e r v e  a s  a

j u r o r .  By d e n y in g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h o l d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  t h e s e

s a n c t i o n s  seem to  b e  a im ed  t o w a r d  m i d d l e  and u p p e r  c l a s s

p e r s o n s ,  w h ic h  g i v e s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e

p r a c t i c e .  The 1809 l a w  c a l l e d  i t  s l a n d e r  i f  t h e  u n w i l l i n g

p a r t y  t o  a  c h a l l e n g e  w e r e  c h a r g e d  " w i t h  b e i n g  a  coward ,

p o l t r o o n ,  o r  any  s u c h  words . . . w h e t h e r  s p o k en  t o  a t h i r d
9 3p e r s o n ,  o r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a n e w s p a p e r .  . . ."  J e s s e  B e n to n ,

Andrew J a c k s o n ,  and W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l  w e r e  a l l  v i o l a t o r s  o f

t h e s e  law s  i n  1813.  None was p u n i s h e d .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  1801 and 1809 law s  w e re  c l e a r ,  i t  was

n e c e s s a r y  i n  1817 t o  r e v i s e  th e m .  N o t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  had  b e e n

" i n e f f e c t u a l  t o  p r e v e n t  a p r a c t i c e  so  g e n e r a l l y  condemned by
94t h e  more t h i n k i n g  p a r t  o f  s o c i e t y , "  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  u n d e r

92W i l l i a m  L i t t e l l ,  The S t a t u t e  Laws o f  K e n t u c k y , 2 :  
2 8 4 - 8 5 ,  c i t e d  by Coleman,  Famous K e n tu c k y  D uels -] p p .  2 - 3 .

93A c t  o f  19 O c t o b e r  1 8 0 2 ,  C h a p t e r  5,  S c o t t 1s 
R e v i s i o n , 1 : 1 1 2 7 - 2 8 .

94Ibid., 2:364-65.
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95t h e  p r o d d i n g  o f  Hugh Lawson W h i te ,  p a s s e d  an  a c t  w h ic h

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t e s t  o a t h  t o  be  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  s t a t e

o f f i c e r s ,  c i v i l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and e x e c u t i v e ,  b e f o r e

t h e y  w o u ld  be a l l o w e d  to  t a k e  t h e i r  o a t h s  o f  o f f i c e .  They

w o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  " s o l e m n l y  s w e a r  on t h e  Holy  E v a n g e l i s t s

o f  A lm ig h ty  GOD" t h a t  t h e y  h ad  n e v e r  g i v e n  o r  a c c e p t e d  a

c h a l l e n g e ,  f o u g h t  a  d u e l ,  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  b e a r e r  o f  a

c h a l l e n g e ,  o r  a s  a  s eco n d  i n  a d u e l  a t  any t i m e  f ro m  p a s s a g e

o f  t h a t  a c t  i n  1 8 1 7 .  They a l s o  sw o re  n e v e r  t o  do a n y  o f

t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  "SO HELP ME GOD." The p r e s e n t

c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e  c o n t i n u e s  t h i s  s p i r i t  by

p r o h i b i t i n g  d u e l i s t s  and t h e i r  m i n i o n s  f ro m  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e s
96o f  h o n o r  o r  p r o f i t  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

The v i o l e n c e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n  r e f l e c t s  b o t h  

c o n t i n u i t y  and c h a n g e .  He was e v e r  s e n s i t i v e  to  h i s  

r e p u t a t i o n ;  p e r h a p s  he g r e w  even m ore  s e n s i t i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  

y e a r s .  H i s  f i g h t s  w i t h  A v e ry  and S e v i e r  w e r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  

r e a c t i o n s  t o  c l e a r  d e p r e c a t i o n s ,  b u t  h i s  d u e l  w i t h  D i c k i n s o n  

a n d  t h e  f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  B e n to n s  m a n i f e s t s  a  s e e m i n g l y  more 

c a l c u l a t e d  d e s i g n  f o r  r e v e n g e .  I t  a l m o s t  seems t h a t  he  had

grown a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  r a g e s  b u t  n o t  h i s  a n g e r .

95 Nancy N. S c o t t ,  e d . , A Memoir o f  Hugh Lawson W h i t e : 
W i th  S e l e c t i o n s  From His S p e e ch es  a n d  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : J \  B. L i p p i n c o t t  a n d  C o . ,  1 8 5 6 ) ,  p . 23 .

96 T e n n e s s e e ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  A r t .  9,  s e c .  3.



CHAPTER IV

POLITICIANS, SOLDIERS, AND ENTREPRENEURS

The s u b j e c t s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  t h r e e  g e n t l e m e n  

w i t h  u p p e r  c l a s s  c r e d e n t i a l s :  Sam H o u s t o n ,  two t e r m

Cong ressm an  and  t h e  s e v e n t h  G overnor  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  

c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  army o f  T e x a s  d u r i n g  i t s  r e b e l l i o n  

a g a i n s t  M ex ico ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  T e x as ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  

f ro m  T e x a s ,  and t h e n  s e v e n t h  G overnor  o f  t h a t  s t a t e ;  N a th an  

B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t ,  t h e  much p r a i s e d  a n d  d a r i n g  C o n f e d e r a t e  

c a v a l r y  o f f i c e r  who r o s e  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  l i e u t e n a n t - g e n e r a l ;  

a n d  J o s e p h  A. Mabry, a man o f  g r e a t  pow er  and  w e a l t h  i n  

p o s t - C i v i l  War T e n n e s s e e .  T h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  and  l e a d e r s  

s h a r e d  among t h e m s e l v e s  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  c r i m i n a l  a s s a u l t s  and 

t h r e e  h o m i c i d e s .

Sam H o u s to n  r i g h t l y  f o l l o w s  Andrew J a c k s o n  i n  t h i s
i

p a p e r ,  a s  h e  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y  f o l l o w e d  h im  i n  T e n n e s s e e .  I n

The most  a c c e s s i b l e  s o u r c e  o f  p r i m a r y  m a t e r i a l  
a b o u t  H o u s to n  i s  D o n a ld  Day an d  H a r ry  H e r b e r t  U l lom ,  e d s . ,  
The A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  Sam H o u s to n  (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Oklahoma P r e s s , 1 9 5 4 ) ;  t h e  m o s t  s c h o l a r l y  w ork ,  w h i c h  i s  
b a s e d  on h e r  Ph.D.  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s ,  
i s  L l e r e n a  B. F r i e n d ,  Sam H o u s to n :  The G r e a t  D e s i g n e r
( A u s t i n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 4 ) ;  and  t h e  c o l o r f u l
and  l i v e l y  M arqu is  J a m e s ,  The Raven: A B io g r a p h y  o f  Sam
H o u s to n  (New Y o r k : B lu e  R ib b o n  B ooks , 1929)^ s u p p l i e s  much
d e t a i l . O t h e r  b i o g r a p h i e s  a d d  l i t t l e  o f  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e s e  
t h r e e  b o o k s .
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f a c t ,  one o f  t h e  more s t r i k i n g  t h i n g s  a b o u t  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  

a n d  c a r e e r  i s  t h e  many p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  t h e  men. Both  

i s s u e d  f ro m  S c o t c h - I r i s h  a n c e s t r y ,  w ere  f o n d  o f  r o b u s t  

o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t y  a s  young  men, h a d  s p o t t y  s c h o o l i n g  b u t  

t a u g h t  s c h o o l  t h e m s e l v e s  b r i e f l y ,  r e a d  l a w ,  an d  e a c h  s e r v e d  

a s  a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  i n  N a s h v i l l e .  Both  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  

s o l d i e r s ,  h o l d i n g  t h e  r a n k  o f  m a j o r - g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  

m i l i t i a  an d  s e r v i n g  a s  c o m m a n d e r s - i n - c h i e f  o f  a r m i e s .  

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  e a c h  h e l d  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  o f f i c e s  i n  s t a t e  an d  

n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,  and  t h e  

P r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n s .

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  f a m i l i a l  p a r a l l e l s .  H o u s t o n ,  a s  

J a c k s o n ,  was  a  member o f  a  l a r g e  f r o n t i e r  f a m i l y  h e a d e d  by  a 

s t r o n g - w i l l e d  m o th e r  a n d  an  a p p a r e n t l y  o f t e n - a b s e n t  f a t h e r .  

Sam was b o m  2 March 1793 i n  R o c k b r i d g e  C o u n ty ,  V i r g i n i a ,  

s e v e n  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  L e x i n g t o n ,  an d  was t h e  f i f t h  so n  i n  a  

t y p i c a l l y  l a r g e  f r o n t i e r  f a m i l y  o f  n i n e .  From a l l  a c c o u n t s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  S a m 's ,  h i s  f a t h e r  was n o t  a  s t r o n g  c h a r a c t e r  and  

was o f t e n  go n e  from t h e  home w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  t o  h i s  d u t i e s

a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  m i l i t i a ,  d y i n g  when Sam was
2

f o u r t e e n .  Sam r e c a l l e d  h im  as  " a  man o f  m o d e r a t e  f o r t u n e  

. . . [who] p o s s e s s e d  t h e  means o n l y  o f  a c o m f o r t a b l e

2
F r i e n d ,  H o u s t o n , p .  5; J a m e s ,  The R a v e n , p p .  6 - 1 2 ;

D o n a ld  B r a i d e r ,  S o l i t a r y 7 S t a r :  A B i o g r a p h y  o f  Sam H o u s to n
(New York:  G. P . P u t n a m ' s  S o n s , 1 9 7 4 ) ;  a n d  S. G. H e i s k e l l ,
J a c k s o n  and  E a r l y  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r y , 3 v o l s .  ( N a s h v i l l e :
Ambrose P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 9 1 8 ) ,  1 :4 6  7.
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s u b s i s t e n c e . 1 H is  m o th e r  E l i z a b e t h ,  a l s o ,  b y  a l l  a c c o u n t s ,

was a  s t r o n g  and  f o r t h r i g h t  p e r s o n .  Sam r e c a l l e d  h e r

" e x t r a o r d i n a r y  . . . ,  g i f t e d  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  m o r a l

q u a l i t i e s ,  w h ic h  e l e v a t e d  h e r  . . . ab o v e  m o s t  o f  h e r  s e x

. . . ,  an d  y e t  sh e  was n e r v e d  w i t h  a  s t e r n  f o r t i t u d e ,  w h ic h

n e v e r  gave  way.  . . . The s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two

E l i z a b e t h s ,  J a c k s o n  an d  H o u s t o n ,  a r e  q u i t e  e v i d e n t .  When

t h e  c a l l  t o  b a t t l e  was s o u n d e d  i n  t h e  War o f  1812,  Sam a s k e d

h i s  m o t h e r ' s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e r v e .  She gav e  i t  and  h a n d e d

h im  a  m u s k e t  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e

. . . n e v e r  d i s g r a c e  i t ;  f o r  rem em ber ,  I  h a d  r a t h e r  a l l
my s o n s  s h o u l d  f i l l  one  h o n o r a b l e  g r a v e ,  t h a n  t h a t  one
o f  them  s h o u l d  t u r n  h i s  b a c k  t o  s a v e  h i s  l i f e .  Go, and
rem em ber ,  t o o ,  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  d o o r  o f  my c o t t a g e  i s  open
t o  b r a v e  men, i t  i s  e t e r n a l l y  s h u t  a g a i n s t  c o w a r d s . 5

W h i l e  i t  c a n  n o t  b e  s a i d  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  w h a t  i n f l u e n c e  h i s

m o t h e r ' s  w o rd s  may h a v e  h ad  on Sam, he  d i d  s a y  some f o r t y -

s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t

Sages  may r e a s o n  and p h i l o s o p h e r s  may t e a c h ,  b u t  t h e  
v o i c e  w h ic h  we h e a r d  i n  i n f a n c y  w i l l  e v e r  come t o  o u r  
e a r s ,  b e a r i n g  a  m o t h e r ' s  w ords  a n d  a  m o t h e r ' s  
c o u n s e l s .6

3
C h a r l e s  Edward  L e s t e r ,  e d . , The L i f e  o f  Sam 

H o u s t o n ,  The Only A u t h e n t i c  Memoir o f  Him E v e r  P u b l i s h e d , i n  
Day a n d  U l lom ,  A u to b i o g r a p h y ^  p"]

4
Day and  U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p p .  3 - 4 .

^ I b i d . , p .  9 ;  M ic h a e l  P a u l  R o g in ,  F a t h e r s  and  
C h i l d r e n :  Andrew J a c k s o n  a n d  t h e  S u b j u g a t i o n  o f  t h e
A m e r ic a n  I n d i a n  (New York:  A l f r e d  A. K nopf ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p . 326,
n o t e s  an  i m p l i c i t  s e x u a l  i n v i t a t i o n  i n  Mrs .  H o u s t o n ' s  
i n j u n c t i o n .

£
S p ee ch  a t  N a c o g d o c h e s ,  9 J u l y  1859,  q u o t e d  i n  

E r n e s t  C. S h e a r e r ,  "The  M e r c u r i a l  Sam H o u s t o n , "  E a s t  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  35 ( 1 9 3 5 ) : 3 .
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As a n  a d o l e s c e n t  a n d  y oung  man, H o u s to n  m a n i f e s t e d  

some o f  t h e  r e b e l l i o u s n e s s  t h a t  w o u ld  l a t e r  make h im  a 

l e g e n d  i n  t h e  T e x as  w ar  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  He t w i c e  o p t e d  

o u t  o f  s o c i e t y  a l t o g e t h e r ,  r u n n i n g  away t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  

I n d i a n s  when h e  was s i x t e e n  an d  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .  He was 

home l o n g  en o u g h  b e tw e e n  h i s  two o d y s s e y s ^  t o  b e  a r r e s t e d  

a n d  f i n e d  f o r  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  f o r  b e a t i n g  a  drum so 

l o u d l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  M a r y v i l l e  t h a t  he  d i s t u r b e d  

i t s  p r o c e e d i n g s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  p a y  t h e  f i n e ,  he  f l e d  b a c k  t o
g

t h e  I n d i a n s .  H o u s to n  l a t e r  r e c a l l e d  h i s  y o u t h  i n

J a c k s o n s q u e  t e r m s :  i t  "was w i l d  and  i m p e t u o u s ,  b u t  i t  was
9

s p o t t e d  by no  c r i m e . "

The p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  H o u s to n  m a t c h e d  t h a t  o f  h i s

m e n t o r  i n  c o m p l e x i t y .  H i s t o r i a n  E r n e s t  C. S h e a r e r  h a s

d e s c r i b e d  h im  a s

. . . i n c o n s t a n t  a s  a  w e a t h e r v a n e ,  s o l i d  a s  a  r o c k ,
m e r c u r i a l  a s  a  c h a m e le o n ,  i n t e n s e  a s  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  
s u n ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a s  a  c h i l d ,  v a i n  a n d  p r o u d  a s  a  p e a ­
c o c k ,  hum ble  a s  a  s e r v a n t ,  d i r e c t  a s  an  a r r o w ,  p o l i s h e d  
a s  a  m a r q u i s ,  r o u g h  a s  a  b l i z z a r d ,  an d  g e n t l e  a s  a 
d o v e . 10

^W hile  he  was on h i s  o d y s s e y s ,  he  r e a d  t h e  I l i a d .
Day a n d  U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  6 .

g
F r i e n d ,  H o u s t o n , p p .  5 - 6 .  The s o u r c e s  a g r e e  t h a t  

t h i s  i n c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  B e a t r i c e  M e r l e  S m i th  i n  
"Sam H o u s to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T e n n e s s e e  a t  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p .  14, f e e l s  t h a t  i t  was 
a n o t h e r  Sam H o u s to n ;  t h e r e  w ere  f o u r  men by t h a t  name l i v i n g  
n e a r  M a r y v i l l e  a t  t h e  t i m e .

9
J a m e s ,  The R a v e n , p .  18.

" ^ S h e a r e r ,  "The  M e r c u r i a l  Sam H o u s t o n , "  p .  3 .
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The m e r c u r i a l  H o u s to n  was c a p a b l e  o f  v e r b a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  

l a s h i n g  o u t  a t  h i s  e n e m i e s ,  and  on two n o t a b l e  o c c a s i o n s  he 

a t t e m p t e d  to  k i l l  o r  maim a d o m e s t i c  f o e .

H o u s to n  f o u g h t  h i s  f i r s t  an d  o n l y  f o r m a l  d u e l  w i t h  

t h e  i n t e n t  t o  k i l l  on 22 S e p te m b e r  1826 when h e  was t h i r t y -  

t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d .  The i m m e d ia t e  c a u s e  o f  h i s  d u e l  w i t h  

G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  A. W hi te  a r o s e  f ro m  a p o l i t i c a l  s q u a b b l e  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p o s t m a s t e r s h i p  o f  N a s h v i l l e .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  

some e v i d e n c e  o f  i n t e r m e d i a t e  t e r m  d i s q u i e t u d e  and  

f r u s t r a t i o n  w h ic h  may h a v e  l e f t  h im  g e n e r a l l y  u n s e t t l e d  and 

p e r h a p s  more s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  p r o v o c a t i o n .

On 9 F e b r u a r y  1825,  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

c h o s e  J o h n  Quincy  Adams t o  be  p r e s i d e n t .  H o u s t o n ' s  l o n g  and

h a r d  l a b o r i n g  among h i s  f e l l o w  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  g e t  J a c k s o n

t h e  o f f i c e  had  b e e n  i n  v a i n . ^  H o u s to n  may h a v e  been

d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  h i s  r o m a n t i c  a f f a i r s  a l s o .  He h a d  b e e n

c o u r t i n g  a  l a d y  i n  Cheraw, S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  known o n ly  a s

"M iss  M - - , "  and  p l a n n e d  t o  m a r r y  h e r .  He d e s c r i b e d  h i s

s i t u a t i o n  t o  a f e l l o w  b a c h e l o r ,  " F o r  my s i n g l e  [ em p h as i s

h i s ]  s e l f  I  do n o t  know y e t  t h e  s w e e t s  o f  m a t r im o n y ,  b u t  i n

March o r  A p r i l  n e x t  I  w i l l :  u n l e s s  s o m e th in g  s h o u l d  t a k e
12p l a c e  n o t  t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  o r  w i s h e d  f o r ! "  The u n e x p e c t e d

■^Houston  t o  J o h n  H. H o u s to n ,  28 A u g u s t  1824;
H o u s to n  t o  C ap t .  W. V. Cobbs ,  7 F e b r u a r y  1825, Day an d  
U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p p .  2 8 - 2 9 .

12 H o u s to n  t o  A. M. H ughes ,  22 J a n u a r y  1825 ,  Day and 
U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  29 .
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o r  u n w is h e d  f o r  o c c u r r e d ,  a n d  he w r o t e  i n  A p r i l ,  "My summer 

m us t  n e e d s  be  v e r y  a c t i v e ,  a n d  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  I  f e l t  b o u n d  

i n  h o n o r  t o  l e t  M is s  M-- know a l l  t h e  f a c t s ,  a n d  she
13[em p h as i s  added]  c o n c l u d e d  t o  d e f e r  m a t t e r s  u n t i l  f a l l . "  

H o u s to n  a n d  t h e  d e f e r r i n g  M is s  M-- n e v e r  made i t  down t h e  

a i s l e ,  b u t  H o u s t o n ' s  l a t e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he 

was n o t  t e r r i b l y  u p s e t  by t h i s .

The " v e r y  a c t i v e "  summer w h i c h  he h a d  f o r e s e e n  d id  

come t o  p a s s ,  a n d  h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w e r e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e .  He was e a s i l y  r e e l e c t e d  to 

h i s  s e a t  i n  C o n g r e s s ,  b u t  h e  g o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  d i s p u t e  w i t h  

a  G e n e r a l  Gibbs  i n v o l v i n g  " s l a n d e r o u s  e x p r e s s i o n s "  t h e  men 

made a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  p r o b a b l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

cam p a ig n .  H o u s to n  had  w r i t t e n  i n  A p r i l ,  " I  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  

r e c e i v e d  f ro m  T e n n e s s e e  l e t t e r s  i n d i c a t i n g  p e r s o n a l  

h o s t i l i t y  t o  me [e m p h as i s  h i s ] . I  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  b e s t  c o u r s e  

t o  m eet  t h e s e  t h r e a t s ,  b u t  ( a s  t h e  Frenchm an s a i d )  i f  

n e c e s s a r y ,  I  w i l l  g i v e  them  'one  d a rn 'd  Blue P lum b '  t o  s e t t l e  

t h e m ! " ^  And, l a t e r ,  he w r o t e ,  "My p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s  m u s t  be 

s e t t l e d  i n  my own way,  o r  n o t  a t  a l l ! " ' * ' ' ’ A l t h o u g h  H o u s t o n  

was r e a d y  f o r  a  f i g h t ,  he f o l l o w e d  J a c k s o n ' s  a d v i c e  a n d

13 H o u s to n  t o  John H. H o u s to n ,  20 A p r i l  and 30 J u n e  
1825,  Day a n d  U l lo m ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p p .  3 1 - 3 2 .

^H o u s to n  t o  John  H. H o u s to n ,  20 A p r i l  1825, Day and 
Ullom, A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p.  3 1 .

15 H o u s to n  t o  John  H. H o u s to n ,  30 A p r i l  1825, Day and 
Ullom,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  3 2 .
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c o n t r o l l e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  moment.  ^  He s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r

s u b m i t t e d  h i s  d i s p u t e  w i t h  G ib b s  t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  by t h e

T e n n e s s e e  G ran d  Lodge o f  t h e  Masons, o f  w h ic h  b o t h  men were

m embers .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  G ran d  Lodge e x o n e r a t e d  b o t h  men,

b u t  t h e  p r o b le m s  i n  N a s h v i l l e  f e s t e r e d  a l o n g  a s  H o u s to n

c o n t i n u e d  t o  se e  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s p i r a c y  h e a d e d  by F e l i x

Grundy  o p p o s e d  to  h i m . ^

S e v e r a l  m o n th s  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  to  W a s h i n g to n ,

H o u s to n  was r e q u e s t e d  by J a c k s o n  t o  " a t t e n d  t o "  some

p o l i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a new p o s t -
18m a s t e r  i n  N a s h v i l l e .  H o u s t o n ' s  a t t e n t i o n  i n  W as h in g to n  t o  

t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  N a s h v i l l e  l e d  h im,  c i r c u i t o u s l y ,  

t o  t h e  d u e l l i n g  g r o u n d  i n  K e n tu c k y .  The J a c k s o n - H o u s t o n  

c a n d i d a t e  w as  B. Y. C u r ry ,  t h e  i n t e r i m  p o s t m a s t e r ,  a  d e p u ty  

i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e l e v e n  y e a r s ,  an d  a J a c k s o n  

s u p p o r t e r ;  h i s  o p p o n e n t  was Jo h n  P. E rw in ,  t h e  b a n k r u p t  

b r o t h e r  o f  Henry  C l a y ' s  s o n - i n - l a w  a n d  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  

N a s h v i l l e  W h ig , a p a p e r  w h i c h  Erwin d e s c r i b e d  a s ,  " t h e  o n ly

16 J a c k s o n  t o  H o u s to n ,  11 A u g u s t  1825, J o h n  S p e n c e r  
B a s s e t t ,  e d . ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n , 7 v o l s .  
( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . : C a r n e g i e  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  1 9 2 6 - 3 5 ) ,  3 : 2 9 0 .
The d i s p u t e  somehow i n v o l v e d  John E a t o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  
how.  F r i e n d ,  Ho u s t o n , p .  1 3 ;  Smith ,  " H o u s to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e , "  
p . 5 2 .

■ ^ F r i e n d ,  H o u s t o n , p .  13; H o u s to n  t o  unknown 
a d d r e s s e e ,  27 May 1826,  Day a n d  U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  35.

18James, The Raven, p. 64.
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v o i c e  h e a r d  w i t h  e f f e c t ,  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( o f
19P r e s i d e n t  Adams), i n  t h i s  l a n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d a r k n e s s . "

H ous ton  w r o t e  t o  Adams t h a t  E rw in  was " n o t  a  man o f  

f a i r  a n d  u p r i g h t  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  . . .  he  does  n o t  p a y  h i s
20d e b t s  . . . [and  h e  had  b e e n  c a u g h t ]  e a v e s d r o p p i n g .  . . . "

Erwin t o o k  e x c e p t i o n  to  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  a n d  H o u s to n
21p r e p a r e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  t r o u b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h

th e  v i t u p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1824  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t e s t ,  H o u s t o n ' s
22words do n o t  seem s o  s t r o n g .  H is  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d

23p i s t o l  p r a c t i c e  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  W a s h in g to n  a n d  a

c u r i o u s  p r e m o r te m  l e t t e r  c o m p a r in g  h i s  e n e m ie s  t o  t i m i d

h a r e s ,  f e r o c i o u s  w o l v e s ,  a n d  s e r v i l e  s p a n i e l s  who w o u ld

. . . a t t a c k  a  d e f e n c e l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l  . . . a s s a i l  t h e
r e p u t a t i o n  o f  one  a b s e n t  [and]  r e m o r s e l e s s l y  s u c k  t h e  
b l o o d  o f  h o n o r a b l e  r enow n  . . . b u t  t h e y  cower  t o  t h e
l o o k  o f  an h o n o r a b l e  man . . . and  when t h e y  s e e  o r  f e e l
t h e  l a s h ,  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  to  l i c k  t h e  h a n d  t h a t  h a s  
i n f l i c t e d  t h e  s t r i p e s .  My . . . a t t a c h m e n t  t o  Genl
J a c k s o n  has  c a u s e d  me a l l  t h e  en em ies  I  h a v e ,  a n d  . . .

19 Erwin t o  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l  McLean, 16 F e b r u a r y  
1826, q u o t e d  i n  S m i t h ,  " H o u s to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  p .  63 .

20H ous ton  t o  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  Quincy Adams, 18 March 
1826, Day and U l lo m ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , pp .  3 3 - 3 4 .

^ C o l o n e l  W i l l o u g h b y  W i l l i a m s  to  J u d g e  J o .  C. G u i l d ,  
1 A p r i l  1878,  i n  W. W. C l a y t o n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  D a v id s o n  C o u n t y , 
T e n n e s s e e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J .  W. L e w i s , 1 8 8 0 ) ,  p . 16 2 .

22 See, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  P e r r y  M. Goldman,  " P o l i t i c a l  
R h e t o r i c  i n  t h e  Age o f  J a c k s o n , "  T e n n e s s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r l y  29 ( W i n t e r  1 9 7 0 - 7 1 ) : 3 6 0 .

23James, The Raven, p. 64.
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I  w i l l  d i e  p r o u d  i n  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  I  . . . p o s s e s s  
h i s  p e r f e c t  c o n f i d e n c e .2 4

C l e a r l y ,  H o u s to n  f e l t  t h a t  h e  m us t  r e t u r n  home and  f a c e  down

h i s  e n e m ie s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

W i t h i n  a day  o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  E rw in

i n i t i a t e d  an  e x c h a n g e  o f  n o t e s  an d  n e w s p a p e r  a t t a c k s  w h ich
25e x t e n d e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  w ee k s .  The c h a r g e s  a n d  c o u n t e r ­

c h a r g e s  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  p o s t m a s t e r s h i p  

w i t h  no new a c c u s a t i o n s  b e i n g  l e v i e d ,  an d  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  

w e r e  c a r e f u l  t o  s t a y  w i t h i n  bounds  o f  T e n n e s s e e ' s  1817 

d u e l l i n g  law .  N e i t h e r  man e v e r  d i r e c t l y  o f f e r e d  a 

c h a l l e n g e ;  r a t h e r ,  e a c h  i n v i t e d  t h e  o t h e r  t o  do s o .  When

E rw in  g o t  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  M i s s o u r i a n  known a s  C o l o n e l  Jo h n  
2 6S m i th ,  T . ,  t o  d e l i v e r  a  m essag e  w h ic h  s a i d ,  i n  p a r t :  " I

t h e r e f o r e  demand o f  you ,  t h a t  w h ich  w i l l  o c c u r  t o  you  a t  

o n c e ,  a s  t h e  o n l y  s u i t a b l e  r e d r e s s  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s , "  H o u s to n  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  n o t e .  He knew 

t h a t  a c c e p t i n g  a  c h a l l e n g e  w o u ld  make h im  i n e l i g i b l e  t o  h o l d  

p u b l i c  o f f i c e  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  t h e r e b y  d a s h i n g  h i s  h o p e s  o f  

s u c c e e d i n g  W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l  a s  g o v e r n o r .

2  A-H o u s to n  t o  unknown a d d r e s s e e ,  27 May 1826,  Day and  
U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , pp .  3 5 - 3 6 .

25 N a t i o n a l  B a n n e r  a n d  N a s h v i l l e  W h ig , 13 S e p te m b e r
1826 ,  q u o t e d  i n  Day an d  Ul lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p p .  3 6 -3 8 ;  
K n o x v i l l e  R e g i s t e r , 20 S e p te m b e r  1826 ,  an d  N a t i o n a l  B an n e r
a n d  N a s h v i l l e  W hig , 21 A u g u s t  1826,  q u o t e d  i n  S m i th ,
" H o u s to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e , "  p p .  6 4 -6 9 .

9 f)T h i s  r e p u t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u e l i s t ' s  name i s
so m e t im e s  p u n c t u a t e d ,  C o l o n e l  John  S m i th  T . ,  w i t h  no comma
an d  no c l o s i n g  p e r i o d .
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The s e c o n d  t im e  C o l o n e l  S m i th ,  T . ,  c a r r i e d  a  n o t e  t o

H o u s to n  h e  g o t  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  l o c a l  a t t o r n e y ,  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m
27A. W h i t e ,  t o  accom pany  h im  a s  a  w i t n e s s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,

H o u s to n  a c c e p t e d  t h e  n o t e  i n  h i s  han d  a n d ,  t h e  f e a t

a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  W h i te  s a i d ,  " L e t  u s  w a lk  [ a w a y ] , I  r e c k o n

G e n e r a l  H o u s to n  w i l l  n o t  deny t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  n o t e . "

H o u s to n  i m m e d i a t e l y  t r i e d  t o  e x t r i c a t e  h i m s e l f  a n d  s a i d ,

"Yes s i r ,  I  do deny  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  i t . "  W h i te  r e s p o n d e d ,

" I t  i s  i n  y o u r  h a n d s  an d  t h e  g e n t l e m e n  can  s e e  i t . "  H o u s to n
28t h r e w  t h e  m i s s i v e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  and  p a r r i e d ,  " I  h a v e  n o t  

r e c e i v e d  i t .  I  do n o t  know i t s  c o n t e n t s .  I  w i l l  n o t  open  

i t  . . . ,  b u t  I  w i l l  r e c e i v e  one  f ro m  y o u ,  Gen. W h i t e ,  w i t h  

p l e a s u r e . "  W h i te  p a r r o t e d ,  " I  w i l l  r e c e i v e  one  f ro m  y o u . "  

H o u s to n  k e p t  t h e  onus  on W h i te ,  "The s a d d l e  i s  on t h e  o t h e r  

h o r s e  a n d  t h a t  i s  enough  t o  be  u n d e r s t o o d  b e tw e e n  

g e n t l e m e n . "  W h i te  o b j e c t e d  t o  b e i n g  drawn i n t o  t h e  a f f a i r  

by  H o u s to n ,  an d  H o u s to n  a c c u s e d  h im  o f  m e d d l i n g .  By t h i s  

t i m e  b o t h  men may h a v e  t i r e d  o f  t h e  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  

e q u i v o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  W h i te  s a i d ,  " I f  I  c a l l  upon y o u  t h e r e  

w i l l  be  no s h u f f l i n g  I  s u p p o s e . "  H o u s to n  t h e r e u p o n  c a s t  t h e  

d i e ,  " T r y  me, s i r  . . . t h e r e  i s  a  f a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  p l a c e

27 G e n e r a l  W h i te  h a d  e a r l i e r  r e f u s e d  E r w i n ' s  r e q u e s t  
t o  a c t  a s  h i s  s e c o n d .

28 U n i d e n t i f i e d  news c l i p p i n g ,  M a r g a r e t  (W arner)  
W h i te  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.
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d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p u t  me down . . .  I  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  my g r o u n d  o r  

p e r i s h .

W h i te  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  c h a l l e n g e

i m m e d i a t e l y  b u t  w e n t  home and  t h o u g h t  i t  o v e r  f o r  a b o u t  t e n

days  and  t h e n  d e c i d e d  t h a t  he m u s t  do so  a s  an  a c a d e m ic  
30p o i n t  o f  h o n o r .  H o u s to n  p r o f e s s e d  t h a t  W h i te  was p a r t  o f

t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  r u i n  h im  and  a c c e p t e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  s i x

d a y s  l a t e r .  The d u e l  was a r r a n g e d  f o r  s u n u p ,  22 S e p tem b e r

1826,  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  K en tu ck y  l i n e  i n  S im pson  C o u n ty ,  on

t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  S a n f o r d  Duncan,  w i t h  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,

f i f t e e n  f e e t ,  an d  t h e  w ea p o n s ,  p i s t o l s .  H o u s to n  t r a i n e d  f o r

t h e  f i g h t  a t  t h e  H e r m i t a g e ,  w h e re  J a c k s o n  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e

a d v i s e d  h im  t o  b i t e  on a  b u l l e t  when he drew h i s  p i s t o l  i n
31o r d e r  t o  im p ro v e  h i s  a im .

When t h e  a p p o i n t e d  h o u r  a r r i v e d ,  H o u s to n  was 

p r e p a r e d ;  t h e r e  w o u ld  be  no d e l i b e r a t e  d e l a y i n g  o f  h i s  s h o t .  

Upon t h e  command, h e  f i r e d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a n d  h i s  b u l l e t

29 T h e i r  d i a l o g u e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  u p o n .  Day and 
Ul lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  38; J a m e s ,  The R a v e n , p p .  6 4 - 6 5 .

30W h i te  d e c i d e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  H o u s to n  b e c a u s e  H o u s to n  
h ad  p r i n t e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r  e x c h a n g e  w h i c h  made W h i te  
a p p e a r  a s  a  c o w ard .  W h i te  w r o t e  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  
o f  N a s h v i l l e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n :  "Knowing t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e  t o n e  o f  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  h e r e ,  a  cow ard  c a n n o t  l i v e  
e x c e p t  i n  d i s g r a c e  and  o b s c u r i t y ,  I  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  a s  t o  
my c o u r s e ,  n o r  s h a l l  I  h a v e  c a u s e  e v e r  t o  r e g r e t  i t .  . . . "  
W h i te  t o  G u i l d ,  21 December 1826 ,  J o .  C. G u i l d ,  O ld  Times 
i n  T e n n e s s e e  w i t h  H i s t o r i c a l ,  P e r s o n a l ,  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  S c r a p s  
an d  S k e t c h e s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  T a v e l , Eas tm an  an d  H o w e l l ,  1 8 7 8 ) ,
p~] 28 7 .

31James, The Raven, p. 66.
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32s t r u c k  W h i te  i n  t h e  g r o i n .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  W hite  f i r e d  as

h e  was b e i n g  h i t ,  a n d  h i s  s h o t  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  a i r  h a v i n g  no

e f f e c t .  H o u s t o n ' s  men t r i e d  t o  r u s h  h im  f rom  t h e  g r o u n d s ,

b u t  he  w e n t  t o  t h e  f a l l e n  W hi te  who h a d  s a i d ,  " G e n e r a l ,  you

h a v e  k i l l e d  m e ."  H o u s to n  r e p l i e d ,  " W h i t e ,  my d e a r  f e l l o w ,  I

am s o r r y  f o r  y o u , "  an d  W h i te  a n s w e r e d ,  " I  do n o t  b lame y o u . "
33They c l a s p e d  h a n d s ,  an d  H o u s to n  d e p a r t e d .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  W h i te  r e c o v e r e d  f rom  h i s  wound a f t e r  a

f o u r  month c o n v a l e s c e n c e .  H o u s to n  s u f f e r e d  no  p o l i t i c a l  
3 A-d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  a s  h e  won t h e  r a c e  f o r  g o v e r n o r  l e s s  t h a n  a 

y e a r  l a t e r ,  e a s i l y  d e f e a t i n g  f o r m e r  t h r e e - t i m e  g o v e r n o r
35W i l l i e  B l o u n t  and f u t u r e  t w o - t i m e  g o v e r n o r  Newton Cannon.

The law may h av e  s c o r n e d  t h e  d u e l i s t ,  b u t  t h e  v o t e r s  d i d  

n o t ,  even  th o u g h  H o u s to n  h a d  b e e n  i n d i c t e d  by  t h e  S impson  

C o u n ty ,  K e n tu c k y ,  g r a n d  j u r y  f o r  " h a v i n g  s h o t  and  

f e l o n i o u s l y  wounded a  c e r t a i n  W i l l i a m  W h i t e . "  I n  f a c t ,  

a n o t h e r  g r a n d  j u r y ,  t h a t  o f  W i l l i a m s o n  C o u n ty ,  T e n n e s s e e ,

32 " H o u s to n  a n d  W h i t e ' s  D u e l , "  The T e n n e s s e e  M a s o n , 
May 1894, G eorge  W. Duncan P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

■ ^J .  P. C l a c k  t o  R i c h a r d  G. D u n la p ,  29 S e p tem b e r  
1836 ,  F r e d e r i c k  S t e i d i n g e r  H e i s k e l l  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  
S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

34He was s u s p e n d e d  f o r  t w e l v e  m onths  f ro m  th e  
M asons ,  C um ber land  Lodge ,  No. 8 , o f  N a s h v i l l e ,  f o r  f i g h t i n g  
a  d u e l  w i t h  B r o t h e r  W h i t e .  F r i e n d ,  H o u s t o n , p .  18.

35 The p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  h im  by J a c k s o n  a n d  
in c u m b e n t  G o v e rn o r  C a r r o l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  p l a y e d  a  r o l e  i n  h i s  
v i c t o r y .

O f .

G o v e rn o r  Sam H o u s to n  P a p e r s ,  A r c h i v e s  S e c t i o n ,  
TSLA. He was n e v e r  b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l .
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s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  H o u s t o n ' s  di lemma o f  h a v i n g  to  c h o o s e

b e tw e e n  a b i d i n g  by  t h e  l a w ,  r e f u s i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e ,  and

t h e r e b y  a p p e a r i n g  a s  a  co w ard ,  o r  i g n o r i n g  t h e  law ,  f i g h t i n g

t h e  d u e l ,  an d  b e i n g  b a r r e d  f rom  o f f i c e .  T h i s  l a t t e r  g ran d
37j u r y  n o m i n a t e d  h im  f o r  g o v e r n o r .

A f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  an  o b s t a c l e  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d :  t h e

s t a t u t o r i l y  m a n d a te d  o a t h  o f  n e v e r  h a v i n g  f o u g h t  a  d u e l .  I n

November 1826,  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h ad  a t t e m p t e d
38i n  v a i n  t o  h a v e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  m o d i f i e d .  T h e re  i s  no 

r e c o r d  o f  w h e t h e r  he t o o k  t h a t  p r e l i m i n a r y  o a t h .  He 

p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t .

T h e re  i s  no s i m p l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why H o u s to n  f o u g h t  

w i t h  W h i te ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  few p o s s i b l e  c l u e s .  I n  t h e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  t e r m  he  may h a v e  b e e n  u p s e t  o r  f r u s t r a t e d  by 

J a c k s o n ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  and  h i s  own 

f a i l u r e  t o  consummate t h e  m a r r i a g e  t o  M iss  M-- ;  a n d  t h e  

l i n g e r i n g  p e r s o n a l - p o l i t i c a l  t r o u b l e s  i n  N a s h v i l l e  l e f t  

t h o u g h t s  o f  c o n s p i r a c i e s  w h i r l i n g  i n  h i s  h e a d .  He may have  

f e l t ,  a s  he  i n d e e d  w r o t e ,  t h a t  a l l  he  n e e d e d  to  do was  to  

s t a n d  up t o  h i s  " e n e m i e s , "  and  t h e y  w o u ld  s l i t h e r  away.  H is  

r e t u r n  t o  N a s h v i l l e  s e t  t h e  im m e d ia te  c a u s e s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  

t h e  p o i n t  o f  no r e t u r n  b e i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  

S m i th ,  T . ,  an d  W h i t e .  He f e l t ,  p e r h a p s  i n t u i t i v e l y ,  t h a t  he

37K n o x v i l l e  R e g i s t e r , 1 November 1836,  c i t e d  by 
S m i th ,  " H o u s to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e , "  p p .  7 6 -7 7 .

O QSmith, "Houston in Tennessee," p. 76.
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c o u l d  n o t  a p p e a r  t h e  cow ard  and  h o p e  t o  m a i n t a i n  p u b l i c  

a d u l a t i o n .  The man o f  h o n o r  f e l t  h e  h a d  no c h o i c e .

The s e c o n d  and  l a s t  c r i m i n a l  a s s a u l t  o f  Sam H o u s to n  

was a  p s e u d o  d u e l  f o u g h t  w i t h  Ohio c o n g r e s s m a n  W i l l i a m  

S t a n b e r y  on 13 A p r i l  1832.  F o r  t h i s  a s s a u l t  h e  was 

r e p r i m a n d e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

a f t e r  a  m o n t h - l o n g  t r i a l  a n d  l a t e r  f i n e d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  

d o l l a r s  b y  a  f e d e r a l  c o u r t .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  c o n c e r n e d  

p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  a t t a c k  r a t h e r  t h a n  

w i t h  t h e  t r i a l  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  i t .

A g r e a t  d e a l  h a d  h a p p e n e d  t o  H o u s to n  i n  t h e  f i v e  and

o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  s i n c e  h i s  d u e l  w i t h  W h i t e .  A t  f i r s t ,  h i s

l i f e  h a d  b e e n  a m odel  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t :  he h a d  b e e n

c o m f o r t a b l y  e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  o f  T e n n e s s e e  i n  1827 and h a d

h a d  a s u c c e s s f u l  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .  I n  J a n u a r y  1829 ,  he

m a r r i e d  E l i z a  A l l e n ,  t h e  b l o n d - h a i r e d ,  b l u e - e y e d  e i g h t e e n -
39y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r  o f  a p r o m i n e n t  G a l l a t i n  l a n d o w n e r .  A 

week l a t e r  he a n n o u n c e d  h i s  c a n d i d a c y  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  a n d  

a p p a r e n t l y  h ad  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  he 

w o u ld  b e  r u n n i n g  a g a i n s t  W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l . ^  J u s t  as  t h e  

cam pa ign  was so a u s p i c i o u s l y  b e g i n n i n g ,  he s u f f e r e d  a 

" t r a g i c  a n d  h u m i l i a t i n g  d e f e a t  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e " ^  when

39 H o u s to n  was t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .
40 Jam es ,  The R a v e n , p .  76.
41 Friend, Houston, p. 19.
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h e  s e p a r a t e d  from h i s  w i f e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  a m o n th .  The e f f e c t

o f  t h i s  was  im m e d ia te  and o v e r w h e lm in g :  w i t h i n  a  w eek  he
42r e s i g n e d  a s  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  w i t h i n  two he l e f t  h i s  s t a t e  i n

d i s g u i s e  a n d  d i s g r a c e .  " S i c  t r a n s i t  g l o r i a  m und i" w r o t e  Dr.

W i l l i a m  Hume, t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  who h a d  m a r r i e d  t h e  
43c o u p l e .  W i l l i a m  C a r r o l l  commented i n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,

" P o o r  H o u s to n  . . . ,  he r o s e  l i k e  a  r o c k e t ;  a n d  he  f e l l  l i k e

a  s t i c k .

On h i s  p a s s a g e  w e s t ,  H o u s to n  d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f  i n  a

l e t t e r  t o  J a c k s o n  a s  " ,  . . a n  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  a n d  d o u b t l e s s ,

t h e  most u n h a p p y  man now l i v i n g .  . . . "  He c o n t i n u e d ,

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  he s t i l l  h a d  h i s  h o n o r  and  h i s  s e n s e  o f  d u ty

a n d  t h a t  h e  was g o i n g  to  l i v e  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  t h e  C h e ro k ee
45I n d i a n s  i n  A r k a n s a s  and t r y  t o  make h i m s e l f  u s e f u l .  For  

t h r e e  y e a r s  he  s o j o u r n e d  among them p l a y i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  

r o l e s  o f  v i l l a g e  d r u n k ,  t r u s t e d  c o u n s e l o r ,  f r i e n d ,  a n d  

b r o t h e r .  Tw ice  h e  made j o u r n e y s  t o  W a s h i n g to n  to  r e p r e s e n t

#2
H o u s t o n ' s  R e s i g n a t i o n  as  G o v e r n o r ,  16 A p r i l  1829, 

Day and U l lo m ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , pp.  4 6 - 4 7 .

^ N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r , 30 December  1907,  Day a n d  Ullom, 
A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  4 7 .

^ C a r r o l l  t o  M a r t i n  Van B a r e n ,  4 A u g u s t  1829 ,  q u o te d  
i n  Smith ,  " H o u s to n  i n  T e n n e s s e e , "  p .  96.

^ H o u s t o n  t o  J a c k s o n ,  11 May 1829, Day and U l lom ,  
A u t o b i o g r a p h y , pp .  4 9 -5 0 .
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46t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  t o  t h e  G r e a t  W h i te  F a t h e r .  H o u s to n  was

e v e r  t h e  enemy o f  t h e  c o r r u p t  I n d i a n  a g e n t s  who u s e d  t h e i r

p o s i t i o n s  t o  f l e e c e  h i s  a d o p t e d  b r o t h e r s ,  a n d  on h i s  f i r s t

t r i p  t o  W a s h in g to n  i n  1830 he was p e r h a p s  p l a y i n g  t h e  r o l e

o f  b e n e f i c e n t  c a p i t a l i s t  when he a n d  New York f i n a n c i e r  J o h n

Van F o s s e n  s u b m i t t e d  a  b i d  f o r  a g o v e rn m e n t  c o n t r a c t  t o

s u p p l y  r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s . T h e i r  b i d  was n o t  a c c e p t e d

b y  t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  was n e v e r

e v e n  l e t ;  y e t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  l a t e r  p r o p e l l e d  H o u s to n  b a c k  o n t o
47t h e  c e n t e r  s t a g e  o f  n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s . T h i s  w i l l  be

r e t u r n e d  t o  l a t e r .

T h e re  seem  to  h a v e  b e e n  t h r e e  n o t e w o r t h y  o c c u r r e n c e s

i n  H o u s t o n ' s  l i f e  b e tw e e n  t h e  s p r i n g  and  f a l l  o f  1831 t h a t

s u g g e s t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  I n d i a n  i n t e r l u d e  a n d  t h e

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  new a d v e n t u r e .  F i r s t  was h i s  d e f e a t  i n  t h e
48s p r i n g  when h e  r a n  f o r  a  s e a t  on t h e  C h e ro k e e  c o u n c i l .

T h i s  may have  t o l d  him h i s  f u t u r e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  w ou ld  n o t  

b e  a  g l o r i o u s  o n e .  S ec o n d ,  he  r e t u r n e d  f o r  a v i s i t  t o  

T e n n e s s e e  and w as  c o o l l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e r e .  W h i le  i n  N a s h v i l l e

46 On t h e  s e c o n d  t r i p  he  was n o t  an  o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t e .  
H is  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  C h e r o k e e s  i s  shown i n  R o b e r t  L.  J o n e s  
a n d  P a u l i n e  H. J o n e s ,  " H o u s t o n ' s  P o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  
C h e r o k e e s ,  1 8 2 9 - 1 8 3 3 , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 46 ( W i n te r  
1 9 6 8 - 6 9 ) .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  H o u s to n  r e a c h e d  h i s  
n a d i r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  few m o n th s  o f  1831 an d  was t h e n  " s o b e r e d "  
by  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  C h e r o k e e  c o u n c i l ,  p p .  4 2 2 - 2 3 .

47 F r i e n d ,  H o u s to n ,  p .  27.

^ I b i d .  , p . 29 .
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he  p e n n e d  a  c u r i o u s  docum ent  w h ic h  m arks  t h e  n a d i r  o f  h i s  

s e n s e  o f  s e l f - r e s p e c t  a n d  w o r t h .  He " p r o c l a i m e d "  i n  J u l y  

1831:

Know a l l  men by  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s ,  t h a t  I ,  Sam H o u s t o n ,  
" l a t e  G o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e , "  do h e r e b y  
d e c l a r e  t o  a l l  s c o u n d r e l s  w h o m s o e v e r , t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a c c u s e , d e f a m e , c o l u m n i a t e , s l a n d e r ,  
v i l i f y ,  a n d  l i b e l  me t o  an y  e x t e n t ,  i n  p e r s o n a l  o r  
p r i v a t e  a b u s e  . . . t h e y  a r e  h e r e b y  p e r m i t t e d  a n d  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  w r i t e ,  i n d i t e ,  p r i n t ,  p u b l i s h  a n d  
c i r c u l a t e  t h e  same; an d  I  w i l l  i n  no w i s e  h o l d  them
r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  me i n  law ,  o r  h o n o r .  . . . G iv e n  u n d e r
my h a n d  an d  p r i v a t e  s e a l  (h a v i n g  no s e a l  o f  o f f i c e ) a t  
N a s h v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e . 49

The man was m ak ing  a p i t i f u l  m ockery  o f  h i m s e l f .  Had t h i s

t r i p  t o  N a s h v i l l e  shown h im  t h a t  T e n n e s s e e  h e l d  no  g r e a t

f u t u r e ?  The t h i r d  e v e n t  was t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ;  i n

S e p te m b e r  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  h o m e s t e a d  i n  B l o u n t  C o u n ty  t o

b u r y  h e r .  They h a d  n o t  b e e n  c l o s e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  b u t  h e r

d e a t h  s e v e r e d  one  o f  h i s  t i e s  w i t h  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d ,  a s  e v e n t s

l i k e  t h i s  c a n  do ,  may h a v e  c a u s e d  h im  t o  t a k e  a  h a r d  l o o k  a t

h i m s e l f .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t  h e r  d e a t h  c h a n g e d  h im  an d

showed h im  t h a t  " t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  when a  man m u s t  s t a n d

u p . " 50 H o u s to n  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  t h e  i n n e r  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s t a n d

up an d  be  p r o u d .

49 Day a n d  U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p p .  6 4 - 6 5 .

50The e f f e c t  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h  c an  o n l y  be  
s u r m i s e d ;  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r s  d i s a g r e e  on i t .  I t  i s  p o r t r a y e d  
a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  J a m e s ,  The R a v e n , p .  161 ,  and  Day and  
U l lom ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , p .  F5~! F r i e n d ,  H o u s t o n , p .  30 ,  
r e p o r t s  t h e  d e a t h  w i t h o u t  comment; an d  B r a i d e r ,  S o l i t a r y  
S t a r , p .  10 9 ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  he  " p r o b a b l y  o n l y  f e l t  a  s l i g h t  
l o s s . "
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The i n t e r m e d i a t e  r a n g e  f a c t o r  i n  H o u s t o n ' s  f i g h t

w i t h  S t a n b e r y  i s  t h u s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  w i t h

A very ;  H o u s to n  was t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  ( a c t u a l l y

r e e s t a b l i s h )  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  a n d  S t a n b e r y ' s  s l a n d e r s  w ere  a

f r u s t r a t i o n  t o  h i s  o n - g o i n g  g o a l  s e q u e n c e .  From t h e  p i t i f u l

p r o c l a i m e r  o f  J u l y  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  i n  l e s s  t h a n  a  human

g e s t a t i o n  p e r i o d  a new a n d  p r o u d  m a n - - a  man cham ping  a t  t h e

b i t  t o  a t t a c k  a  d e f a m e r  i n  h i s  l a i r ,  on  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

The im m e d ia te  c a u s e  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  on Congressm an 
51S t a n b e r y  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s i m p l e ,  an d  t h e  e n t i r e  e p i s o d e

f i t s  n i c e l y  i n t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  p s e u d o  d u e l .  I n  a

s p e e c h  t o  t h e  House on 31 March 1832 ,  S t a n b e r y  was c a s t i n g

d i s p e r s i o n s  on t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  J a c k s o n ,  an d ,

a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  p e r o r a t i o n  he  q u e r r i e d ,  "Was n o t  t h e  l a t e

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War [John E a to n ]  rem oved  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a t t e m p t

f r a u d e n t l y  t o  g i v e  G o v e rn o r  H o u s to n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  I n d i a n  
52r a t i o n s ? "  When H o u s to n  r e a d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  he 

w a n t e d  t o  go s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  House and  c h a l l e n g e  S t a n b e r y  

t h e n  a n d  t h e r e ,  b u t  he was d i s s u a d e d  f ro m  s u c h  p r e c i p i t o u s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W i l l i a m  S t a n b e r y  was an  Ohio 
D em ocra t  who h a d  b r o k e n  w i t h  J a c k s o n .  H i s  cognomen i s  some­
t i m e s  s p e l l e d  " S t a n b e r r y , "  b u t  t h e  B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i r e c t o r y  o f  
t h e  A m e r ica n  C o n g r e s s ,  177 4 -1 9 6 1  h a s  i t  ’’S t a n b e r y . "

"^Friend, Houston, pp. 30-31.
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53a c t i o n  by  James K. P o lk .  H o u s to n  t h e n  f o r m a l i z e d  h i s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  by  s e n d i n g ,  de  r i g u e u r ,  a  n o t e .  He w r o t e  

S t a n b e r y ,

I  h a v e  s e e n  some r e m a r k s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e r  
o f  t h e  2nd i n s t a n t ,  i n  which  y o u  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  h av e  
s a i d ,  "Was t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War removed i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  
o f  h i s  a t t e m p t  f r a u d e n t l y  t o  g i v e  to  G o v e rn o r  H o u s to n  
t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  I n d i a n  r a t i o n s ? "

The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  n o t e  i s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  my name 
was u s e d  by y o u  i n  d e b a t e ,  a n d ,  i f  so ,  w h e t h e r  y o u r  
r e m a rk s  h av e  b e e n  c o r r e c t l y  q u o t e d . 54

Cave J o h n s o n ,  a member o f  t h e  House f ro m  T e n n e s s e e ,

c a r r i e d  t h e  m e ssa g e  to  S t a n b e r y ,  b u t  S t a n b e r y  r e f u s e d  to
55r e c o g n i z e  H o u s t o n ' s  r i g h t  t o  q u e s t i o n  him. The 

f o r m a l i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l i e d  w i t h ,  and  S t a n b e r y  a rm ed 

h i m s e l f  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  w o r s t .

On t h e  n i g h t  o f  13 A p r i l  1832 a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k ,  

H o u s to n  a n d  S t a n b e r y  had  t h e i r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  H o u s to n  h a d  

b e e n  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  room o f  S e n a t o r  F e l i x  Grundy w i t h  

S e n a t o r  A l e x a n d e r  B uckne r  o f  M i s s o u r i  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

53 C h a r l e s  S e l l e r s ,  James K. P o lk :  J a c k s o n i a n
( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p^ T F 3 .
P o l k  s t a n d s  a s  an  exam ple  o f  a man who r e f u s e d  t o  b e  
i n s u l t e d  i n t o  a  f i g h t .  He i g n o r e d  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  Thomas 
D. A r n o l d  t h a t  he  was a " s h i v e r i n g  c o w a r d . "  When A r n o l d  
w r o t e  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e r , " I  p r o n o u n c e  James  K. 
P o l k ,  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  t o  be  a  cow ard ,  a  puppy ,  a  l i a r ,  and  a 
s c o u n d r e l  g e n e r a l l y , "  P o l k  l e t  i t  p a s s .

54 H o u s to n  t o  S t a n b e r y ,  4 A p r i l  1832,  c i t e d  b y  James 
P a r t o n ,  The L i f e  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  3 v o l s .  (New York:  Mason
B r o s . ,  1 8 5 9 - 6 1 ) ,  3 :3 8 9 .

■ ^ S t a n b e r y  to  Cave J o h n s o n ,  4 A p r i l  1832,  i b i d . ;  
C lem en t  Lyndon G r a n t ,  "The P u b l i c  C a r e e r  o f  Cave J o h n s o n "  
(P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  p .  37.



129

c /:
B l a i r  f rom  T e n n e s s e e .  When t h e  m e e t i n g  b r o k e  u p ,  H o u s to n ,

B u c k n e r ,  a n d  B l a i r  t o o k  a w a lk  down P e n n s y l v a n i a  Avenue

w h e r e  t h e y  h a p p e n e d  u p o n  S t a n b e r y .  S e n s i n g  t r o u b l e ,  B l a i r

w a l k e d  " r a p i d l y "  away, and  B u c k n e r  s t o o d  b y  s i l e n t l y

w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  b r a w l .  ^

H o u s to n  a s k e d ,  "Are  y o u  Mr. S t a n b e r y ? "  S t a n b e r y

r e p l i e d  w i t h  a  p o l i t e  bow, "Y e s ,  s i r . "  H o u s to n  s a i d ,  "Then

you a r e  a  damned r a s c a l , "  and c r a c k e d  t h e  Buckeye w i t h  h i s
5 8h i c k o r y  w a l k i n g  s t i c k .  The s h o w e r  o f  b lo w s  c o n t i n u e d  a n d

S t a n b e r y  e x c l a i m e d ,  "Oh, d o n ' t ! "  b u t  H o u s to n  d i d .  When

S t a n b e r y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r u n ,  H o u s to n  jum ped  on h i s  b a c k  and

t r i p p e d  him w i t h  h i s  c a n e .  As S t a n b e r y  f e l l ,  B u ck n e r

r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h e  h a l l o o e d ;  " i n d e e d ,  he h a l l o o e d  a l l  t h e  t im e
59p r e t t y  much, e x c e p t  when t h e y  w e r e  s c u f f l i n g . "  S t a n b e r y  

was a b l e  t o  r e a c h  h i s  p i s t o l  w h i c h  he p u t  t o  H o u s t o n ' s  

c h e s t ;  f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  H o u s to n  t h e  p i s t o l  m i s f i r e d .  He 

t o o k  t h e  p i s t o l  away, s t o o d  u p ,  a n d  h i t  S t a n b e r y  a  few more 

s t r o k e s ,  t h e n  f i n i s h e d  him o f f  w i t h  a  l e f t - h a n d e d  smash t o  

t h e  g r o i n .  The r a s c a l  t h o r o u g h l y  t h r a s h e d ,  H o u s to n  t o o k  h i s  

l e a v e .

5 6H o u s t o n ' s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  men o f  s u c h  s t a t i o n  i s  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  he  was b a c k  i n  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  n a t i o n a l  
a f f a i r s .

" ^ J a m e s , The R a v e n , p .  163 .
58 H o u s to n  h a d  f r e s h l y  c u t  t h e  s t i c k  f rom t h e  g ro u n d s  

o f  t h e  H e r m i t a g e .

"^Parton, Jackson, 3:390.
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On t h e  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a t t a c k ,  S t a n b e r y  s e n t  a

n o t e  t o  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a t t a c k

w h ic h ,  h e  h e l d ,  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  " w o rd s  s p o k en
f\ ni n  my p l a c e  i n  t h e  House.  . . . "  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e

s t r e n u o u s  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  James  K. P o l k ,  t h e  House v o t e d  to

a r r e s t  H o u s to n ,  a n d  he was b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l  b e f o r e  t h a t

body.  The t i m e s  boded  b a d l y  f o r  H o u s to n .  The House was

a l r e a d y  i n  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  " h i g h h a n d e d "  t a c t i c s  o f

J a c k s o n ,  t h i s  was an e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  and a t r e a s u r e d
61C o n g r e s s i o n a l  p r e r o g a t i v e  was a t  i s s u e .  F o r  t h e i r  p a r t ,

J a c k s o n  an d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  r a l l i e d  a ro u n d  H o u s to n ;  l i t t l e

wonder  t h e  t r i a l  w en t  on f o r  a m o n th  and m o n o p o l i z e d  p r e s s  
62

a t t e n t i o n .  I n  a  way, t h e  H o u s t o n - S t a n b e r y  a f f a i r  f o r e ­

shadowed t h e  P r e s t o n  B r o o k s - C h a r l e s  Sumner s e n s a t i o n  some

60 G o v e rn o r  James D. P o r t e r  t o  C h a r l e s  D. P o r t e r ,  16 
J a n u a r y  1894,  A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r i c a l  M agaz ine  9 ( A p r i l  1 9 0 4 ) :  
189.

^ T h e  i n c i d e n t  h a s  been  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " t h e  m o s t  
v i o l e n t ,  c o l o r f u l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  c h a l l e n g e  to  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
im m uni ty  . . . [ an d  i t ]  l e d  to  t h e  f i r s t  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  t r i a l  
o f  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  f o r  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a member o f  
c o n g r e s s , "  i n  R o g e r  M. B u s f i e l d ,  J r . ,  "The H e r m i t a g e  W alk ing  
S t i c k :  F i r s t  C h a l l e n g e  t o  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  I m m u n i t y , "
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  21 ( Ju n e  1 9 6 2 ) : 1 2 2 .

6 2J a c k s o n  d e s c r i b e d  th e  a r r e s t  o f  H o u s to n  a s  " t h e  
g r e a t e s t  a c t  o f  t y r a n n y  a n d  u s u r p t i o n  e v e r  c o m m i t t e d  u n d e r  
o u r  g o v e r n m e n t , "  J a c k s o n  t o  A nthony  B u t l e r ,  19 A p r i l  1832, 
B a s s e t t ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 4 : 4 3 5 - 3 6 .  A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  d i a r y  
o f  J o h n  F lo y d ,  J a c k s o n  s a i d  t h a t  " h e  w i s h e d  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
' d o z e n  H o u s t o n s '  t o  b e a t  a n d  c u d g e l  t h e  members o f  C o n g r e s s , "  
q u o t e d  i n  F r i e n d ,  H o u s t o n , p .  32 .  P a u l  H. B e r g e r o n  i n  "A 
T e s t  f o r  J a c k s o n i a n s : Sam H o u s to n  on T r i a l , "  E a s t
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  38 (1966)  : 1 6 -2 9 ,  
d i s c u s s e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t r i a l .
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two d e c a d e s  l a t e r ,  i n  t h a t  b o t h  w e re  v i e w e d  as  s o m e th in g  o f

c l a s h e s  o f  c u l t u r e s .  The d e f e n d e r s  o f  H o u s to n  a r g u e d  t h a t  a

man h a d  a  r i g h t  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  good name a g a i n s t  c o w a rd ly  
6 3i n s i n u a t i o n s ,  and t h e  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  S t a n b e r y  w e re  f e a r f u l

" t h a t  t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  s c h o o l  w e re  t o  be  t r a n s f e r r e d

to  W a s h in g to n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t r u t h  was t o  be  s i l e n c e d
64by t h e  d r e a d  o f  t h e  a s s a s s i n . "  I n  t h e  e n d  H o u s to n  was

m i l d l y  r e p r i m a n d e d  by t h e  House .  S t a n b e r y  t h e n  t o o k  t h e

c a s e  t o  a  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  w h ic h  l e v i e d  a  f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r

f i n e  w h ic h  H o u s to n  n e v e r  p a i d ,  and  J a c k s o n  l a t e r  r e m i t t e d .

O th e r  e f f o r t s  b y  S t a n b e r y  to  b r i n g  H o u s to n  u n d e r

c o n d e m n a t io n  f a i l e d . ^

The p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  i n  T e n n e s s e e  t o  a l l  t h i s  does

n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b ee n  s t r o n g .  I n  Ohio ,  h e  was r o u n d l y

d e n o u n c e d  and b o o e d ,  a n d  when h e  a t t e m p t e d  to  go t o  t h e

t h e a t e r  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  t h e  crowd w o u ld  n o t  l e t  t h e
66p e r f o r m a n c e  go o n .  N a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  t r i a l  o f  Sam H o u s to n ,

6 3J a c k s o n ' s  D e f e n s e  o f  H o u s to n ,  C o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  R e v e re n d  J o s h u a  D a n f o r t h ,  20 A p r i l  1832 ,  Emil  H u r j a  
C o l l e c t i o n ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.

64U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T e l e g r a p h , 21 A p r i l  1832,  c i t e d  by 
James ,  The R a v e n , pp~ 1 6 4 -6 5 .

6 5S t a n b e r y  i n s i s t e d  on an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by h i s  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  i n t o  p o s s i b l e  f r a u d  by E a to n  and  
H o u s to n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  r a t i o n s  c o n t r a c t ,  b u t  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  f a i l e d  t o  e n d o r s e  S t a n b e r y ' s  a c c u s a t i o n s ;  he a l s o  
f a i l e d  t o  have  H o u s to n  b a r r e d  f ro m  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  House.  
B u s f i e l d ,  "The H e r m i ta g e  W alk in g  S t i c k , "  p .  129;  F r i e n d ,  
H o u s t o n , pp .  3 3 - 3 4 .

^Friend, Houston, p. 35.
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" l a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e , "  r e s u r r e c t e d  h im .  H o u s to n  n e v e r  f a i l e d

to  r e a l i z e  t h i s ,  and  h e  r e c a l l e d  many y e a r s  h e n c e

I  was  d y in g  o u t  a n d  h ad  t h e y  t h e n  t a k e n  me b e f o r e  a 
j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  p e a c e  and f i n e d  me t e n  d o l l a r s  i t  w o u ld  
h a v e  k i l l e d  me. B u t  t h e y  g a v e  me a n a t i o n a l  t r i b u n a l  
f o r  a  t h e a t r e ,  an d  t h a t  s e t  me up a g a i n . 67

A s s a u l t i n g  S t a n b e r y  made H o u s to n  n e i t h e r  a  n a t i o n a l  

h e r o  n o r  a n a t i o n a l  v i l l a i n .  The i m p o r t a n t  r e s u l t  was t h a t

i t  r e k i n d l e d  t h e  f l a m e s  o f  a f f e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  J a c k s o n  and
6 8H o u s to n ,  and  t h i s  may have  g i v e n  H o u s to n  t h e  p u s h  t h a t  he  

n e e d e d  t o  l a u n c h  h i s  new c a r e e r  i n  T e x a s . The a f f a i r  was 

t h u s  b o t h  a b e g i n n i n g  a n d  an e n d i n g  f o r  h im .  I t  was a  h o t  

t e m p e r e d  f l a s h  o f  e m o t i o n ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  w h ic h  w e re  

g e n e r a l l y  b e n e f i c e n t ,  a n d  a t h i n g  f o r  w h ic h  H o u s to n  was 

n e v e r  p e n i t e n t .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e  s t u d y ,  when N a th a n  

B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t  k i l l e d  h i s  f e l l o w  o f f i c e r  A. W i l l s  G ould  i n  

1863,  i t ,  t o o ,  was  a h o t - b l o o d e d ,  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  a f f a i r ,  b u t  

F o r r e s t  l a t e r  s a i d  he  r e g r e t t e d  h i s  a c t i o n .

N a than  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t  may w e l l  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

w a r r i o r  e v e r  p r o d u c e d  by  T e n n e s s e e .  He became a s o l d i e r  a t  

t h e  a g e  o f  f o r t y  when h e  e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Army a s  

a  p r i v a t e ,  and  h e  r o s e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w a r ,  t o  t h e  

r a n k  o f  l i e u t e n a n t - g e n e r a l .  As a  d a r i n g  b a t t l e f i e l d  

commander,  he w as  p r o b a b l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  more l i v e s ,  o r

6 7G eorge  P a s c h a l ,  " L a s t  Y e a r s  o f  Sam H o u s t o n , "
H a r p e r ' s New M o n th ly  M agaz ine  ( A p r i l  1 8 6 6 ) ,  p .  631 .

/: o
James, The Raven, pp. 172-73.
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69d e a t h s ,  t h a n  any o t h e r  p e r s o n  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  A l t h o u g h  h i s

m ost  n o t e d  a c t  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  d o e s  n o t  f i t  t h e  u p p e r

c l a s s  p a t t e r n  o f  d u e l s  a n d  p s e u d o  d u e l s ,  h e  i s  t y p i c a l  o f

t h e  men p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d .

B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t  was b o r n  13 J u l y  1821 i n  C h a p e l

H i l l ,  i n  M a r s h a l l  C o u n ty ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  a s  t h e  e l d e s t  so n  o f  a

S c o t c h - I r i s h - E n g l i s h  f a m i l y  t h a t  w o u ld  e v e n t u a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f

e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n .  H i s  f a t h e r  was an u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  " p l a i n ,

h a r d - w o r k i n g  b l a c k s m i t h , w h o  d i e d  when B e d f o r d  was

f i f t e e n .  H is  m o th e r  was more " h e r o i c " ;  sh e  was a  l a r g e

woman, f i v e  f e e t  t e n  i n c h e s  t a l l  a n d ,  l a t e r  i n  l i f e ,  one

h u n d r e d  e i g h t y  p o u n d s .  She was c l e a r l y  t h e  d o m in a t e  f i g u r e

i n  h i s  young  l i f e .  She was a  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  a n d  "no  d o u b t
71h a d  a s t r o n g  C a l v i n i s t i c  t i n g e  i n  h e r  c h a r a c t e r . "  S t o r i e s

o f  f i g h t i n g  o f f  p a n t h e r s  an d  i n s p i r i n g  h e r  young  t o  b r a v e r y

a r e  t o l d  by enough o f  t h e  b i o g r a p h e r s  t o  g i v e  them 
72c r e d i b i l i t y .  S t o r i e s  o f  B e d f o r d ' s  e a r l y  y e a r s  a r e

69 "He was n o t  o n l y  a  commander b u t  h i m s e l f  a  t r o o p e r  
i n  t h e  v e r y  m i d s t  o f  co m b a t ,  wounded f o u r  t i m e s ,  w i t h  h o r s e s  
s h o t  o u t  u n d e r  h im t w e n t y - n i n e  t i m e s ,  w i t h  no f e w e r  t h a n  
t h i r t y  enemy s o l d i e r s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  h a n d - t o - h a n d  
f i g h t i n g .  . . . "  R o b e r t  S e l p h  H e n ry ,  " F i r s t  W i th  t h e  M ost" 
F o r r e s t  ( I n d i a n a p o l i s :  B o b b s - M e r r i l l  CoT] 1 9 4 4 ) ,  p . IT]

7^ J .  H arvey  M a th e s ,  G e n e r a l  F o r r e s t  (New York:  D.
A p p l e t o n  a n d  C o . ,  1 9 0 2 ) ,  p .  T.

71I b i d .

7^ I b i d . , p .  10; E r i c  W i l l i a m  S h e p p a r d ,  B e d f o r d  
F o r r e s t :  The C o n f e d e r a c y ' s  G r e a t e s t  C av a l ry m an  (L o n d o n :
D i a l  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  p p .  1 7 - 1 8 .  Andrew L y t l e  p r a i s e s  h e r  i r o n  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  and  i r o n  c o u r a g e  i n  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t  and  H is  
C r i t t e r  Company (New York: McDowell ,  O bdensky ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p . 17.
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s i m i l a r l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  l i f e ,  b u t  o u t  o f  them a l l  em erg es  t h e

p i c t u r e  o f  an  a c t i v e ,  m i s c h i e v o u s  y o u t h  who was rem em bered

a s  t h e  n o i s i e s t  boy a r o u n d .

U n t i l  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  army i n  1861 ,  F o r r e s t  was n o t e d

f o r  two t h i n g s :  h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s

a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  b u y e r  an d  s e l l e r  and  h i s  f e a r l e s s n e s s .  The

New York Times i n  1865 d e p i c t e d  h im  a s  t h e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l

em bodim ent  o f  t h e  " r e c k l e s s  r u f f i a n i s m  and  c u t t h r o a t  d a r i n g
73o f  t h e  S o u t h w e s t . "  The Times was a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were

two S o u t h s ,  t h e  one o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a

w h ic h  R o b e r t  E. Lee r e p r e s e n t e d ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  S o u th ,  t h e

r o u g h  b o r d e r  f i g h t e r s  o f  C r o c k e t t ,  Bowie ,  an d  now F o r r e s t .

The Times was damning n o t  d e i f y i n g  h im .  B e f o r e  t h e  w a r ,  he

h a d  moved t o  Memphis,  a n d  Memphis remembers  h e r  a d o p t e d  son

d i f f e r e n t l y ;  h i s  s l a v e  p en  a t  87 Adams S t r e e t  was t h e  f i n e s t

i n  town,  and  " i t s  o p e r a t o r  was t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  man who

e v e r  l i v e d  i n  Memphis.  . . . They a l s o  remember h i s

f e a r l e s s n e s s .  I n  1857,  he  r i s k e d  h i s  l i f e  when he ju m p ed

i n t o  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  mob b e n t  on l y n c h i n g  a man whom F o r r e s t

d i d  n o t  know i n  o r d e r  t o  s a v e  t h e  man. He c u t  t h e  r o p e  o f f
75J o h n  A b i e ' s  n e c k  and  r e t u r n e d  h im  t o  j a i l .  E a r l i e r  i n  

H e r n a n d o ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  he  h ad  p u t  h i s  l i f e  on  t h e  l i n e  when

^ New York T i m e s , 19 March 1865,  p .  5 .

^ S h i e l d s  M c l l w a in e ,  Memphis Down i n  D i x i e  (New 
York :  E. P .  D u t t o n  an d  Co. ,  I n c . ,  1 9 4 8 ) ,  p p .  1 0 4 -0 5 .

^ H e n r y ,  " F i r s t  W i th  t h e  M o s t , "  p .  15 .
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a g an g  o f  f o u r  men h a d  b e s e t  h i s  u n c l e  a n d  k i l l e d  h im .

F o r r e s t  k i l l e d  one  o f  t h e  f o u r  a s s a i l a n t s  a n d  wounded t h e  
7 fio t h e r  t h r e e .  L i k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  men i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  F o r r e s t

was a  co m plex  man who seemed t o  h o l d  some t h i n g s  m ore  s a c r e d

t h a n  l i f e .  And, when n e c e s s a r y ,  he  c o u l d  b e  u n ash am e d ly

v i o l e n t .  One o f  h i s  b e s t  b i o g r a p h e r s  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  him a s

. . . a  man o f  m ix ed  n a t u r e ,  compounded o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d
o f  g e n t l e n e s s .  Bu t  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  a  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n  o n e  t h i n g  t h e r e  was n e v e r  a  
v a r i a t i o n  . . . w h en e v e r  an d  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  was f i g h t i n g
t o  b e  d one ,  he  f o u g h t . 77

The k i l l i n g  o f  Andrew W i l l s  Gould d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  

e l a b o r a t e  a n a l y s i s  o r  g r e a t  d e t a i l  t o  e x p l a i n ;  i n d e e d ,  i t  

was a l m o s t  s i m p l e .  F o r r e s t  was d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  young 

l i e u t e n a n t ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  a  s o l d i e r  an d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  h e  

be  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  command. Gould i n t e r p r e t e d  th e  

t r a n s f e r  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  on h i s  b r a v e r y  ( o r  h o n o r ) , w en t  t o  

F o r r e s t  t o  p r o t e s t ,  an d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  men became 

a n g r y .  They e x c h a n g e d  b low s  w i t h  t h e i r  w ea p o n s ,  a n d  Gould 

was k i l l e d .

D u r in g  t h e  weeks w h ich  p r e c e d e d  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t h e r e  

w ere  p r e l i m i n a r y  s i g n s  o f  t r o u b l e  w h ic h  may be  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  

i t s  i n t e r m e d i a t e  c a u s e s .  On two o c c a s i o n s  F o r r e s t  f e l t  t h a t  

G ould  h a d  f a i l e d  a s  a  s o l d i e r ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  i n s t a n c e  

he a c c u s e d  h im  o f  c o w a r d i c e .  The f i r s t  was a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f

^ L y t l e ,  F o r r e s t , p .  20.

^ H e n r y ,  " F i r s t  W ith  t h e  M o s t , "  p .  15 .
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D a y ' s  Gap, n e a r  Sand M o u n ta in  i n  n o r t h  A labam a,  30 A p r i l

1863,  when t h e  Union Commander, C o l o n e l  A b e l  D. S t r e i g h t ,
78t r a p p e d  some o f  F o r r e s t ' s  men i n  an  ambush.  T h i s  was  n o t

t o  be  a  good d a y  f o r  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t .  F i r s t ,  by  a m bush ing

him, S t r e i g h t  h a d  o u t f o x e d  t h e  f o x .  F o r r e s t  h a d  a lw a y s  been

a man who l i v e d  by h i s  w i t s ,  an d  i t  m u s t  h a v e  t r o u b l e d  him

t o  b e  t r a p p e d  l i k e  t h i s ;  he n e v e r  a l l o w e d  i t  t o  h a p p e n

a g a i n .  Second ,  h i s  b r o t h e r  W i l l i a m ,  who was s e r v i n g  u n d e r

him, was b a d l y  wounded i n  t h e  l e g .  T h i r d ,  a  l i e u t e n a n t ,

Gould ,  l o s t  two p r e c i o u s  t w e l v e  pound  c a n n o n s .  Gould  h a d

a d v a n c e d  to  w i t h i n  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  o f  t h e  Union l i n e

when S t r e i g h t  c o u n t e r a t t a c k e d .  As s e v e r a l  o f  G o u l d ' s  h o r s e s

h ad  b e e n  k i l l e d ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  w e re  e n t a n g l e d  i n  t h e i r

e q u i p m e n t ,  G o u ld  t o o k  h i s  men o u t  and  l e f t  t h e  cannon

b e h i n d .  When F o r r e s t  h e a r d  o f  t h i s ,  he  w e n t  i n t o  " .  . . a

t o w e r i n g ,  t h u n d e r i n g  r a g e .  . . . "  Gould h a d  c o m m i t t e d  an
80" u n f o r g i v a b l e  o f f e n s e . "  F o r r e s t  e v e n  p e r s o n a l l y  l e d  h i s

81men i n  an u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  b a t t e r y .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  e n d  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  cam pa ign  a g a i n s t  S t r e i g h t  

f i v e  weeks  l a t e r  was a  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  f o r  F o r r e s t ,  one

78I b i d . , pp .  1 4 6 - 4 7 .

79I b i d . , p .  147.

8^ Jo h n  W. M or ton ,  "A S o l d i e r  Sums U p ,"  i n  As They 
Saw F o r r e s t :  Some R e c o l l e c t i o n s  an d  Comments o f
C o n t e m p o r a r i e s ^  ed .  R o b e r t  S e lp h  Henry ( J a c k s o n ,  Tenn .  : 
McCowat-Mercer  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  278 .
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w o n d e r s  i f  F o r r e s t  d i d  n o t  d i s p l a c e  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  an d

f a i l u r e s  o f  t h a t  e a r l i e r  day on Gould .  Gould  became a

m a rk e d  man when ,  i n  e a r l y  J u n e ,  he d i s p l e a s e d  F o r r e s t  a g a i n .

As p a r t  o f  h i s  a s s a u l t  on F r a n k l i n ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  more t h a n  a

y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  famous B a t t l e  o f  F r a n k l i n ,  F o r r e s t  h a d

a s s i g n e d  G o u ld  and t h r e e  "pop  gun" a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  t o

d i v e r t  t h e  f i r e  o f  F o r t  G r a n g e r  by s h e l l i n g  them  f ro m  t h e
82c r e s t  o f  a h i l l .  Gould  was d o in g  j u s t  t h a t  when he  moved 

h i s  b a t t e r y  o u t  o f  t h e  l i n e  o f  f i r e  t o  r e l o a d .  F o r r e s t  saw 

t h e  move a n d  r o d e  up t o  Gould a n d  demanded,  "Why i n  t h e  h e l l ,  

L i e u t e n a n t ,  d o n ' t  y o u  p u s h  y o u r  guns on  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l ?

Are  you  a f r a i d ? "  G ou ld  r e s p o n d e d ,  "No, G e n e r a l ,  I  am o n l y
O O

p r o t e c t i n g  my men f ro m  s h a r p s h o o t e r s . "

N ine  days  l a t e r ,  a r o u n d  noon on 13 J u n e  1863,  Gould 

l e a r n e d  o f  h i s  t r a n s f e r e n c e  o u t  o f  G e n e r a l  F o r r e s t ' s  

command. T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  p e r  s e  

c r i t i c i z i n g  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  b u t  Gould  i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  a s  an  

i n s u l t  to  h i s  h o n o r  a n d  c o u r a g e  a s  a  s o l d i e r ,  an d  h e  m ean t  

t o  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h  F o r r e s t .  They a r r a n g e d  a m e e t i n g  f o r  

t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  a t  F o r r e s t ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n

8 2F r a n k  A. S m i th ,  "The P e r s o n a l  E n c o u n t e r  b e tw e e n  
Gen. F o r r e s t  a n d  L i e u t .  G o u l d , "  N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r , 29 A p r i l  
1911 ,  p t .  2 ,  p .  9. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o n l y  e y e w i t n e s s  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  s h o o t i n g ,  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  
o f  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  who saw o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
day a s  w e l l  a s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d a y s . I t  p r o v i d e s  a  
n e c e s s a r y  b a l a n c e  f o r  t h e  v e r s i o n  p r e s e n t e d  by F o r r e s t ' s  
b i o g r a p h e r s .  The N a s h v i l l e  R u r a l  S u n , 22 May 1879 ,  h a s  a  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  f i g h t .

O O
H e n r y ,  " F i r s t  W ith  t h e  M o s t , "  p .  494 .
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t h e  M a so n ic  B u i l d i n g  i n  C o lu m b ia .  B e f o r e  h e  l e f t  t h e

m e e t i n g ,  Gould  b o r r o w e d  a  p i s t o l  f rom on e  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s
84w hich  h e  p u t  i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  F o u r  young  boys  h a p p e n e d  b y

and ,  s e e i n g  G e n e r a l  F o r r e s t  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  l i n g e r e d  on  to
85w i t n e s s  t h e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r .  The men w e r e  s p e a k i n g  i n  low

b u t  e x c i t e d  t o n e s . T h e re  a r e  two v e r s i o n s  o f  w h a t  t h e n  

h a p p e n e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  F o r r e s t  a n d  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  t h e  

g e n e r a l  was p i c k i n g  h i s  t e e t h  w i t h  a s m a l l  p e n k n i f e  when 

Gould a r r i v e d  a n d  demanded an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  t r a n s f e r .  

F o r r e s t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he h a d  made h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  i t  was f i n a l ,  

an d  he d i d  n o t  c a r e  to  d i s c u s s  i t  f u r t h e r .  "No m a n , "  s a i d  

Gould ,  " c a n  a c c u s e  me o f  c o w a r d i c e  and b o t h  o f  u s  l i v e ! "  He 

a t t e m p t e d  t o  d raw  h i s  p i s t o l ,  b u t  i t  hung  i n  h i s  p o c k e t ,  a n d  

h e  f i r e d  a  s h o t  i n t o  F o r r e s t ' s  h i p .  At t h i s  p o i n t  F o r r e s t  

w r e n c h e d  t h e  p i s t o l  away f ro m  G o u ld  w i t h  o n e  h a n d ,  w h i l e  

o p e n in g  h i s  p e n k n i f e  w i t h  h i s  t e e t h ,  and  t h e n  s t a b b e d  h im  i n  

t h e  abdomen. I n  F o r r e s t ' s  v e r s i o n ,  Gould  was c l e a r l y  t o  

b l a m e . ^

The e y e w i t n e s s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e c a l l  i t  somewhat  

d i f f e r e n t l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  a s  t h e  men were 

t a l k i n g ,  Gould s a i d ,  " i t s  f a l s e , "  o r  " t h a t ' s  a l l  f a l s e , "

^ S m i t h ,  "The P e r s o n a l  E n c o u n t e r , "  N a s h v i l l e  
B anne r ,  29 A p r i l  1911.

8 6S h e p p a r d ,  F o r r e s t , pp .  119-20 ;  M a th e s ,  F o r r e s t , 
p p .  1 3 0 -3 2 ;  and L y t l e ,  F o r r e s t , p p .  1 8 1 - 8 3 .
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w h i c h  w o u ld  im p ly  t h a t  F o r r e s t  h a d  a c c u s e d  G ould  o f
8 7s o m e t h i n g ,  p e r h a p s  c o w a r d i c e .  The g e n e r a l  g l a r e d  a t  t h e

l i e u t e n a n t ,  t o o k  t h e  k n i f e  o u t  o f  h i s  p o c k e t ,  o p e n ed  i t  w i t h

h i s  t e e t h  a n d  a d v a n c e d  t o w a r d  him,  w h e re u p o n  Gould  c l u t c h e d
88a t  h i s  p i s t o l  and  f i r e d .  G ould  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  so g u i l t y  

i n  t h i s  r e n d i t i o n  b e c a u s e  F o r r e s t  made t h e  f i r s t  o v e r t  

a g g r e s s i o n .

A t h i r d  a c c o u n t ,  n o t  t o  be  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y ,  a p p e a r e d

i n  t h e  New York Times d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  days  o f  t h e  w ar .  I t

was p a r t  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p r o p a g a n d a  e f f o r t  a n d  i t  d e p i c t s

t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  f o l l o w s :

On one o c c a s i o n  he  [ F o r r e s t ]  r e p r i m a n d e d  a  young 
l i e u t e n a n t  i n  l a n g u a g e  o f  g r e a t  s e v e r i t y ,  an d  t h e  
o f f i c e r ,  s t u n g  b y  t h e  i n s u l t i n g  w o r d s ,  was f o r  a 
moment overcom e by h i s  p a s s i o n  a n d  drew a  p i s t o l .  
I n s t a n t l y  t h e  b l o o d y  c h i e f t a i n  w a l k e d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  up t o  
t h e  o f f e n d e r ,  drew h i s  b o w i e - k n i f e ,  and  u s i n g  h i s  
immense p h y s i c a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  u t t e r m o s t ,  l i t e r a l l y  
c u t  t h e  p o o r  f e l l o w  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  and  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  
s t a b  h a d  b e en  g i v e n ,  p l u n g e d  t h e  r e e k i n g  d a g g e r  a g a i n  
an d  a g a i n  t o  t h e  h i l t  i n  t h e  q u i v e r i n g  f l e s h ;  and  t h e n ,  
when h i s  h e l l i s h  r e v e n g e  was s a t e d ,  c o o l y  w ip e d  t h e  
d r i p p i n g  b l a d e ,  r e t u r n e d  i t  t o  t h e  w a s t e b a n d  o f  h i s  
p a n t a l o o n s ,  an d  r o d e  away q u i e t l y  a s  t h o u g h  he h ad  s h o t  
a  y e l p i n g  c u r .

Such i s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c u t - t h r o a t  f i e r c e n e s s  o f  h i s  
n a t u r e !89

87 D i a r y  o f  Thomas W a lk e r  D a v i s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  
TSLA, h a s ,  i n  p a r t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e n t r y  f o r  13 J u n e :  " .  . .
Gen.  F o r r e s t  was s h o t  t o d a y  by  a  L i e u t ,  whom h e  a c c u s e d  o f  
c o w a r d i c e . "

88 I n  G o u l d ' s  d e a t h b e d  a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  he  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  same s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n t s  t o  h i s  c o u s i n ,  Sam B. 
L e e .  S m i th ,  "The P e r s o n a l  E n c o u n t e r . "

89 New York T i m e s , 19 March 1865 ,  p .  5 ,  an d  v i r t u a l l y  
t h e  same s t o r y  a g a i n  i n  h i s  o b i t u a r y ,  30 O c t o b e r  1877,  p .  5 .
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The two c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  t h r o u g h  i t  a l l  a r e  t h e
90p r e s e n c e  o f  w eapons  an d  F o r r e s t ' s  famous  f l a m i n g  t e m p e r .  

Remove e i t h e r  o f  them a n d  t h e  k i l l i n g  m os t  l i k e l y  w o u ld  n o t  

h a v e  h a p p e n e d .  When G ould  c r i e d ,  " i t s  f a l s e , "  F o r r e s t  

f l a r e d  up and  t h r e a t e n e d  Gould  w i t h  t h e  k n i f e ,  and t h e  k n i f e  

s e r v e d  a s  t h e  cue  w h ic h  f u r t h e r  e x a s p e r a t e d  G ou ld .  Gould  

t o l d  h i s  r e l a t i v e  Sam Lee t h a t  he h ad  s h o t  F o r r e s t  i n  s e l f -  

d e f e n s e ,  " a s  F o r r e s t  s t a b b e d "  h im .  The a f f a i r  t o o k  b u t  a 

moment.  Had t h e  men n o t  b e e n  arm ed,  h a d  t h e y  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  

go o u t  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r  w eap o n s ,  i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  

may h a v e  r e g a i n e d  some s e l f  c o n t r o l .  The p e r s o n a l  h o n o r  

f a c t o r  i s  p r e s e n t ,  a l s o .  Had Gould  n o t  f e l t  t h a t  h i s  

r e p u t a t i o n  was b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  by  t h e  t r a n s f e r ,  he w o u ld  

n o t  h av e  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  And, t o o ,  p e r h a p s  F o r r e s t  

f e l t  t h a t  Gould was c a l l i n g  h im  a l i a r  when h e  s a i d ,  " i t s  

f a l s e . "  So t h r o u g h  i t  a l l ,  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a r e  

n o t  so u n f a m i l i a r .

A f t e r  t h e  men h a d  wounded e a c h  o t h e r ,  Gould r a n  o u t

o f  t h e  h a l l ,  s p u r t i n g  b l o o d  w i t h  e a c h  h e a r t b e a t .  The

Q u a r t e r - M a s t e r  c a l l e d ,  " S t o p  t h a t  man! S top  t h a t  man! H e ' s
91s h o t  G e n e r a l  F o r r e s t ! "  Two p h y s i c i a n s  w ere  i n  t h e  s t r e e t

90 F o r r e s t  a n d  h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  G e n e r a l  E a r l  Van Dorn ,  
h a d  a l m o s t  come t o  b lo w s  e a r l i e r  t h a t  y e a r  when Van Dorn 
r e p r o a c h e d  him o v e r  an  u n i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r ,  an d  l a t e r  he  w o u ld  
v i o l e n t l y  q u a r r e l  w i t h  G e n e r a l  B ragg  a n d  c a l l  h im  " a  damned 
s c o u n d r e l . '  H enry ,  " F i r s t  W ith  t h e  M o s t , "  p p .  143,  189 .

91 T h e re  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s a g r e e m e n t  on  t h e  e v e n t s  
t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  e x c e p t  a s  l a t e r  n o t e d .
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a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o o k  G o u ld  i n t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e ,

s t r e t c h e d  him o u t ,  and  b e g a n  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y .  M eanw hi le ,

F o r r e s t  r e l a t e s  t h a t  y e t  a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  b r i e f l y  ex am ined

h i s  wound and a d v i s e d  h i m  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e  m o r t a l ,  w h e re u p o n

h e  s e i z e d  two p i s t o l s  a n d  r a n  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s .  C o l o n e l  J .

Lee  B u l l o c k  saw F o r r e s t  a n d  t o l d  h im  t h a t  G ou ld  was v e r y

b a d l y  wounded,  a n d  he n e e d  n o t  be  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h im .

F o r r e s t  a n g r i l y  r e p l i e d ,  "G e t  o u t  o f  my way,  I  am m o r t a l l y

wounded a n d  w i l l  k i l l  t h e  man who h a s  s h o t  m e ."

F o r r e s t  b a r g e d  i n t o  t h e  t a i l o r ' s  sh o p  w h ere  Gould

was b e i n g  t r e a t e d  and f i r e d  a t  W i l l s ,  who b y  now was

f l e e i n g  o u t  t h e  b a c k  d o o r .  One o f  h i s  s h o t s  r i c o c h e t e d  o f f
92a  w a l l  a n d  h i t  " a  D u tchm an ."  G ou ld  w e n t  a  few y a r d s  i n t o

t h e  w eeds  b e h i n d  t h e  sh o p  and  c o l l a p s e d .  F o r r e s t  w a l k e d

o v e r  t o  h im ,  n u d g e d  h im  w i t h  h i s  f o o t  a s  i f  t o  t e s t  h im  f o r

l i f e ,  a n d  t h e n  t u r n e d  a n d  w a lk e d  away.  He commandeered  t h e

two d o c t o r s  who h a d  b e e n  t r e a t i n g  G ould  a n d  made them

ex am in e  h im .  The wound was n o t  s e r i o u s ;  t h e  p i s t o l  b a l l  h a d

l o d g e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e  g l u t e a l  m u s c l e  o f  h i s  l e f t  h i p .

F o r r e s t ' s  a t t i t u d e  c h a n g e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .  He d e c l i n e d  t o  h a v e
93" t h e  damned l i t t l e  p i s t o l  b a l l "  r em oved ,  a n d  s e n t  t h e  

d o c t o r s  o f f  a t  o n c e  t o  t e n d  t o  G o u ld .  G ould  was t a k e n  t o

92 Commonly, a l l  E u r o p e a n s  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
" D u tc h m e n ."

93 He d i d  h av e  i t  removed  n o t  l o n g  t h e r e a f t e r .
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t h e  N e l s o n  House w h e r e  he  l i n g e r e d  on a n d  d i e d  26 June  1 863 ;  

he  w o u ld  h a v e  b ee n  t w e n t y - t h r e e  th e  n e x t  m onth .

F o r r e s t ' s  b i o g r a p h e r s  c o n te n d  t h a t  t h e  two men 

r e c o n c i l e d  b e f o r e  G o u l d ' s  d e a t h ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  

t h e y  a c t u a l l y  d i d .  F o r r e s t  d i d  adm it  t h a t  he  h a d  m i s j u d g e d  

G o u ld  and  t h a t  Gould  was a b r a v e  s o l d i e r .  F o r r e s t  c e r t a i n l y  

r e g r e t t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The d e a t h b e d  e x c h a n g e  i n  which  

G o u ld  s a i d ,

G e n e r a l ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  be h e r e  f o r  l o n g ,  and  I  was n o t  
w i l l i n g  t o  go away w i t h o u t  s e e i n g  y o u  i n  p e r s o n  and 
s a y i n g  t o  you how t h a n k f u l  I  am t h a t  I  am t h e  one who 
i s  t o  d i e  and  t h a t  you a r e  s p a r e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .
What I  d i d ,  I  d i d  i n  a moment o f  r a s h n e s s ,  a n d  I  w a n t
y o u r  f o r g i v e n e s s .9 4

d o e s  n o t  seem  t o  be a  l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  t o  come f ro m  a man

who h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  t h a t  F o r r e s t  h a d  s t a b b e d  h im  b e f o r e

he  f i r e d  h i s  p i s t o l .  F u r t h e r ,  Sam Lee s t a y e d  a t  G o u l d ' s

d o o r  u n t i l  h e  d i e d ,  a n d  Lee d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  F o r r e s t  e v e r
95p e r s o n a l l y  c a l l e d  on Gould .

T h e r e  was no  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w h a t s o ­

e v e r ,  and  i t  i s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  
96w a r .  F o r r e s t ' s  e a r l i e r  b i o g r a p h e r s  e i t h e r  do n o t  m e n t i o n

97i t ,  o r  o n l y  a l l u d e  t o  i t .  I t  was an  i n c i d e n t  i n  w h ich  no 

one  h a s  t a k e n  p r i d e ;  i t  was a n  a c t  o f  m u t u a l  p o o r  j u d g m e n t ,

94L y t l e ,  F o r r e s t , p .  182 .
95 S m i t h ,  "The P e r s o n a l  E n c o u n t e r . "

9 6 I b i d .

^ T h e r e  i s  a  summary o f  the  t r e a t m e n t  i n  Henry ,  
" F i r s t  W ith  t h e  M o s t , "  p.  163.
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consummated i n  a  f l a s h .  And y e t  t h e  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  t h i n g s  a

p e r s o n  does o f t e n  t e l l  a s  much a b o u t  him a s  t h e  w e l l

r e a s o n e d ,  d e l i b e r a t e  a c t i o n s .

The s e n s a t i o n a l  t h r e e - w a y  m u t u a l  m u r d e r  o f  J o s e p h  A.

M abry,  h i s  s o n  J o s e p h ,  J r . ,  and Thomas O 'C o n n e r  was a l s o  n o t

o u t  o f  c h a r a c t e r ;  b u t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  F o r r e s t - G o u l d  a f f a i r ,  t h e

M ab ry -O 'C o n n e r  p seu d o  d u e l  was t h e  c l i m a x  o f  a p e r s o n a l  f e u d

w h i c h  had b e e n  b u i l d i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s . They s h o t  i t

o u t  19 O c to b e r  1882 on Gay S t r e e t  i n  K n o x v i l l e ;  a l l  t h r e e

men w e re  dead  i n  l e s s  t i m e  th an  i t  t a k e s  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  
98i t .  And i t  h a s  been  w r i t t e n  a b o u t ,  even  b y  so n o t a b l e  a

99s t u d e n t  o f  human madness  a s  Mark T w a in .  The day a f t e r  t h e  

k i l l i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  e s t a t e  i n  K n o x v i l l e  s o l d  more n e w s p a p e r s  

t h a n  on  any o c c a s i o n  t o  t h a t  d a t e  a n d  t h e  New York Times r a n

98The m o s t  r e c e n t  a c c o u n t ,  p a r t  o f  a  b i o g r a p h y  o f  
O 'C o n n e r  w r i t t e n  by h i s  g r e a t - n i e c e ,  i s  R e b e c c a  Hunt 
M o u ld e r ,  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y :  Thomas O 'C o n n e r ,  H a l i f a x
C o u r t  House,  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 3 6 - - K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  1 8 8 ?  
(T u s c o n ,  A r i z . :  By t h e  a u t h o r ,  S k y l i n e  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 7 ) .
The f u l l e s t  a c c o u n t s  a r e  i n  Jerome G. T a y l o r ,  J r . , "The 
P u b l i c  C a r e e r  o f  J o se p h  A l e x a n d e r  Mabry" (M.A. t h e s i s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1968, a n d  idem, "The 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  l i f e  and D e a t h  o f  J o s e p h  A. M a b ry , "  E a s t  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  44 ( 1 9 7 2 ) : 4 1 - 7 0 .

99Tw ain  c i t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  p r e s s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
s h o o t i n g  as  i t  a p p e a r e d  i n  the  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  T e l e g r a m , 19 
O c t o b e r  1882, a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  " t h o u g h t l e s s l y  o m i t t e d "  
f ro m  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  " t h e  S o u t h e r n  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  t y p e  o f  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  has  s e e n . "  L i f e  on t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  (New York: New A m er ican  L i b r a r y , S i g n e t
Classic, 1961), pp. 238-39.
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a  f r o n t  p a g e  s t o r y  o n  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  By t h e i r  d e a t h s  t h e

men g a i n e d  a  d e g r e e  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  n o t  e a r n e d

d u r i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s .

The p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  t h i s  c a s e  s t u d y ,  Mabry ,  a s  w e l l

a s  h i s  o p p o n e n t ,  O 'C o n n e r ,  r e q u i r e  a  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n .

" G e n e r a l "  J o s e p h  A l e x a n d e r  Mabry,  I I ,  was a  member o f  a
101p r o m i n e n t  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  f a m i l y .  Among h i s  E n g l i s h

a n c e s t o r s  was  R o b e r t  de Mowbray, one o f  t h e  b a r o n s  who

f o r c e d  King  Jo h n  t o  s i g n  th e  Magna C h a r t a  a t  Runnymede i n  
1021 2 1 5 .  G e n e r a l  Mabry was d i r e c t l y  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  George

W. Mabry, who e m i g r a t e d  to  A m e r ic a  w i t h  two o f  h i s  b r o t h e r s
103a r o u n d  1750 .  J o s e p h  A l e x a n d e r  Mabry,  S r . ,  G e n e r a l  

M a b r y ' s  f a t h e r ,  was a  man o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  

a f f a i r s  who p o s s e s s e d  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r t u n e  an d  r e p r e s e n t e d

The A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  t e l e g r a p h e d  
" a t  l e a s t  t e n  t h o u s a n d  w ords"  t o  i t s  n e w s p a p e r s  r e p o r t i n g  
t h e  e v e n t .  M o u ld e r ,  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y , p .  4 .

^ ^ A l t h o u g h  Mabry was c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  to  
b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War ( a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a f t e r w a r d s )  a s  
" C o l o n e l "  a n d  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  w ar  a s  " G e n e r a l , "  th e  
o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  a r e  u n c e r t a i n .  He n e v e r  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  army o r  i n  t h e  
m i l i t i a ,  a n d  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  among T e n n e s s e e ' s  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l s  o r  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l s .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  assum ed 
t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  was an  h o n o r a r y  one  e i t h e r  h a v i n g  d e v o l v e d  t o  
h im  from h i s  f a t h e r  who was a  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  
T e n n e s s e e  m i l i t i a  o r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  o t h e r  
f i e l d s .

102 M iss  E v e ly n  Hazen,  i n t e r v i e w s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  and a t  h e r  home, A p r i l  196 7 .  M iss  
H azen  i s  a  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  Mabry.

103 The N a t i o n a l  C y c l o p e d i a  o f  A m er ican  B i o g r a p h y , 
1901 e d . , s . v .  "Mabry,  J o s e p h  A . , "  1 1 : 5 6 3 - 6 4 .
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Knox County  i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e tw e e n  1835 a n d  1837.

He was a l s o  a  b r i g a d i e r - g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a  a n d  a

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  o f

1 8 3 4 . ^ ^  One o f  M a b r y ' s  b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w  was  C. W. C h a r l t o n ,

a n o t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t ,  e d i t o r ,  a n d  c h u rc h  l e a d e r  who

m a r r i e d  M a b r y ' s  w i f e ' s  s i s t e r ,  E l i z a b e t h  C h u r c h w e l l ;  a n o t h e r

b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  W i l l i a m  M. C h u r c h w e l l ,  was a  c o n g r e s s m a n ,

d i p l o m a t ,  a n d  f i n a n c i e r . He a l s o  r e l a t e d  by  m a r r i a g e  t o

t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p h y s i c i a n  an d  T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r i a n ,  Dr .

J .  G. M. Ramsey a n d ,  t h r o u g h  i s s u e  o f  t h a t  u n i o n ,  t o  t h e
106p r e s t i g i o u s  C r o z i e r  f a m i l y .  Mabry was o f  f i n e  b l o o d  and

had  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  s u c h  t h i n g s  c a n  b r i n g .

Mabry was b o r n  26 A p r i l  1826 on a l a r g e  e s t a t e

t h i r t e e n  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  K n o x v i l l e ,  an d  h i s  f a t h e r ,  J o s e p h ,

an d  h i s  m o t h e r ,  A l i c e ,  h a d  f o u r  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n . L i t t l e

i s  known o f  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e .  He was e d u c a t e d  a t  t h e  common
108s c h o o l s  o f  Knox C o u n ty  d u r i n g  h i s  y o u t h .  His  h i g h e r

e d u c a t i o n  i s  a s sum ed  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a t  e i t h e r  Tuscu lum  C o l l e g e ,

~*-^K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  T r i b u n e , 14 J u l y  1889.

^ ^ R u t h  O s b o rn e  T u r n e r ,  "The  P u b l i c  C a r e e r  o f  
W i l l i a m  Montgomery C h u r c h w e l l "  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 5 4 ) .

106 Roscoe C. d 'A rm and ,  DeArmond F a m i l i e s  o f  A m e r ica  
( K n o x v i l l e :  F a m i ly  R e c o rd  S o c i e t y , 1954) ,  p p . 580, 5 8 2 - 8 3 .

107 K n o x v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e , 20 O c to b e r  1882;  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  M iss  E v e ly n  H a z e n .

108 Goodspeed  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, H i s t o r y  o f  
T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e  E d i t i o n  (C h ic a g o :  G oodspeed  P u b l i s h i n g
C o . , 1 8 8 7 ) ,  p .  1002.
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H o l s t o n  S e m in a ry ,  o r  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  r e c o r d s
109o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  do n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n .

He m a r r i e d  L a u r e l  E v e ly n  C h u r c h w e l l ,  member o f  a p r o m i n e n t

l o c a l  f a m i l y ,  on O c t o b e r  12 ,  1 8 5 2 . ' ^ ^  They w ere  m a r r i e d  f o r

o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  an d  h a d  s e v e n  c h i l d r e n .

The s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  i s  u n u s u a l ,  i f  n o t

s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e i r  two e l d e s t  m a le  c h i l d r e n  w e re  m u r d e r e d

i n  t h e  p r im e  o f  l i f e ,  a t  a g e s  t w e n t y - s e v e n  an d  t w e n t y - f o u r ;

two o t h e r s  d i e d  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e i r  s e c o n d  y e a r ;  two

b e f o r e  t h e i r  f i f t h  y e a r ;  an d  t h e  l a s t  a t  t h e  ag e  o f  
111s e v e n t e e n .  M a b r y ' s  f a t h e r  h a d  a l s o  met  h i s  d e a t h  u n d e r

p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  He h a d  b e e n  k i l l e d  w h i l e  Mabry was

109 R e f e r e n c e  i s  made i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C y c l o p e d i a , 11: 
563, t o  h i s  h a v i n g  b e e n  g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  Tuscu lum  C o l l e g e ,  b u t  
a l e t t e r  f rom  t h e  r e g i s t r a r ,  J a c k  C. Haakoma, 3 J a n u a r y  1967, 
s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  was n o t  g r a d u a t e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  h e  may have  
a t t e n d e d .  G eorge  W. S t a n b e r y ,  I I ,  i n  "The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1870" ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 4 0 ) ,  p .  44 ,  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  h a v i n g  
a t t e n d e d  H o l s t o n  S e m in a ry ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e .  The N a t i o n a l  C y c l o p e d i a  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  he 
a t t e n d e d  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e ,  b u t  t h e i r  a r c h i v i s t ,  W. E. B i g g i e -  
s t o n e ,  s ay s  i n  a  l e t t e r  o f  6 J a n u a r y  1967 t h a t  he  c o u l d  f i n d  
no r e c o r d  t h a t  Mabry e v e r  a t t e n d e d .

■^^Records  o f  Knox Coun ty ,  M a r r i a g e  L i c e n s e  R e c o rd  
Book (Knox C o u n ty  C o u r t h o u s e ,  K n o x v i l l e ) ,  Number 2 ,  1850-
1861, p .  18.

I l l M rs .  Jo h n  T ro tw o o d  Moore, com p. ,  "Tom bstone  
R e c o rd s  o f  O ld  Gray C e m e t e r y , "  N a s h v i l l e ,  1938 ,  p .  84. 
( T y p e w r i t t e n )
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i n  h i s  e a r l y  t e e n s  i n  a  s h o o t i n g  i n c i d e n t  i n  Alabama.

Thus ,  J o s e p h  A. Mabry,  S r . ,  G e n e r a l  Mabry, J o s e p h  A. Mabry,  

I I I  ( f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  " J r . " ) ,  and  W i l l i a m  M. Mabry 

a l l  m e t  v i o l e n t  d e a t h s .  Such a  s e r i e s  o f  d e a t h s  m us t  h a v e  

h ad  some e f f e c t  on Mabry; i t  i s  h a r d  t o  i m a g in e  t h a t  t h i s  

w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  e m b i t t e r e d  h im .

T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c a r e e r ,  G e n e r a l  Mabry was a  c i t i z e n  

o f  K n o x v i l l e  an d  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  l o c a l  and  s t a t e  a f f a i r s .

As a  l a r g e  l a n d  o w n e r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man, b u s i n e s s m a n ,  r a i l ­

r o a d  p r e s i d e n t ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e a l e r ,  an d  d e v o t e e  o f  h o r s e

r a c i n g ,  he  h a d  a g r e a t  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  c i t y ,  a s  w e l l
113a s  i n  h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  S o u th .  M a b r y ' s  b u s i n e s s  and

p o l i t i c a l  v e n t u r e s  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War c o n t i n u e d  a p a c e .  He 

was t w i c e  m e n t i o n e d  a s  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  C o n g r e s s ,  s e r v e d  a s  a 

d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1870 ,  

p u b l i s h e d  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  Whig f o r  a  y e a r ,  was a p p o i n t e d  a 

t r u s t e e  o f  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  was s e l e c t e d  a  d e a co n  

i n  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u rch ,  a d v a n c e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  

d e g r e e  o f  M asonry ,  d o n a t e d  t o  K n o x v i l l e  t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  M a rk e t  House  ( p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  t h e

112M iss  P o l l y a n a  C reek m o re ,  i n t e r v i e w  a t  t h e  McClung 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n ,  K n o x v i l l e - K n o x  County  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  
May 1967.  The p a r t i c u l a r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  d e a t h  a r e  l o s t ,  
b u t  M iss  Creekmore  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  R e g i s t e r , 19 
A p r i l  1837 and  16 May 1838, w h ic h  s t a t e  t h a t  Mabry d u e l l e d  
i n  T u s c a l o o s a ,  A labam a,  w i t h  D r .  W i l l i a m  A. L e l a n d  " o f  t h a t  
p l a c e "  and  t h a t  Mabry was k i l l e d .

113 B ro w n lo w 's  K n o x v i l l e  Whig and  R e b e l  V e n t i l a t o r ,
29 March,  26 A p r i l ,  an d  29 November  1865,  a n d  19 December 
1866;  K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  C h r o n i c l e , 20 O c t o b e r  1882 .
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downtown M a l l ) , and  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  and
114K e n tu c k y  R a i l r o a d .  He was a t  t h e  t o p  o f  s o c i e t y .  Then

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s M a b r y ' s  f o r t u n e s  r a p i d l y  b e g a n  t o

d e c l i n e ,  p e r h a p s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p a n i c  o f  18 7 3 .

As h e  saw h i s  p r o p e r t y  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  a u c t i o n e e r ' s  g a v e l  h e

r e l i e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  on  t h e  b o t t l e  f o r  c o m f o r t  a n d  on h i s

p i s t o l s  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  w aning  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r .  U n l i k e

O 'C o n n e r ,  who h a d  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  Mabry d i d  n o t
115b e g i n  s h o o t i n g  p e o p l e  u n t i l  1 8 7 0 .

Thomas O ' C o n n e r ' s  s u c c e s s  as  a  s p e c u l a t o r ,  b u s i n e s s ­

man a n d  community  l e a d e r  m a t c h e d  o r  e x c e e d e d  t h a t  o f  

M a b r y ' s ,  e v e n  th o u g h  h i s  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d  and e a r l y  y e a r s  

d i d  n o t  p o r t e n d  s u c h  s u c c e s s .  He was b o r n  26 F e b r u a r y  1836 

a t  H a l i f a x  C o u r t  H ouse ,  V i r g i n i a ,  as  t h e  s e v e n t h  c h i l d  an d  

s e c o n d  son  o f  Jo h n  a n d  Mary O' C o n n e r . ^ ^  His p a r e n t s  do n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  J o h n  was a jo u rn e y m a n  o f  

t h e  backwoods  s o r t ,  a  j a c k  o f  s e v e r a l  t r a d e s ;  o f  Mary, i t  i s  

o n l y  known t h a t  sh e  was i l l i t e r a t e .  Thomas r e c e i v e d  a b i t  

o f  s c h o o l i n g ,  p e r h a p s ,  and was t h e n  a p p r e n t i c e d  o f f  to

■ ^^M abry 's  c o r r u p t i o n s  a n d  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  i t s  r a i l r o a d  bonds  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
K n o x v i l l e  a n d  K e n tu c k y  R a i l r o a d  l e d  P r o f e s s o r  C o r le w  to  
d e s c r i b e  h im  a s  t h e  " K in g p in  o f  r a i l r o a d  l o b b y i s t s . "  S. J .  
F o lm s b e e ,  R o b e r t  E. C or lew ,  a n d  E. L. M i t c h e l l ,  H i s t o r y  o f  
T e n n e s s e e ,  2 v o l s .  (New York: Lew is  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,
2 : 1 2 0 .

115 He was f o r t y - f o u r  y e a r s  o l d .
11 f i They w o u ld  have  a t o t a l  o f  n i n e  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  

s k e t c h  i s  f ro m  M o u ld e r ,  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y , p p .  3 - 6 .



149

L y n c h b u rg  i n  1854 where  h e  became a  s a d d l e r .  A f t e r  e i g h t e e n

months  o f  t h i s ,  h e  " t u r n e d  up m i s s i n g "  one day ;  h e  had  r u n
117o f f  t o  j o i n  h i s  s i s t e r  i n  K n o x v i l l e .  He w o u ld  l i v e  i n

o t h e r  p l a c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  com ing  y e a r s ,  b u t  K n o x v i l l e  became

h i s  home. May i t  s u f f i c e  t o  say  t h a t  h e  waxed p r o s p e r o u s .

O 'C o n n e r  was v a r i o u s l y  a  c i t y  a l d e r m a n ,  d e l e g a t e  t o

t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  c o - h o s t  o f  t h e  v i s i t  o f

P r e s i d e n t  R u t h e r f o r d  B. H ayes  t o  K n o x v i l l e ,  l e s s e e  o f  t h e

s t a t e  p e n i t e n t i a r y ,  owner  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  M e l r o s e  e s t a t e ,

f o u n d e r  an d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M e c h a n i c ' s  N a t i o n a l  Bank, a n d ,

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  "o n e  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  men" i n  
118T e n n e s s e e .  He was a l s o  a  man w i t h  a  h i s t o r y  o f  v i o l e n c e .

H is  s i s t e r  R e b e cc a  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  a  v i o l e n t  e n c o u n t e r  may

h av e  p r e c i p i t a t e d  h i s  s u d d e n  a r r i v a l  i n  K n o x v i l l e  i n  
1191854.  I f  s o ,  i t  was o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  many. I n  1868,

h e  f o u g h t  a  d u e l  n e a r  A u g u s t a  w i t h  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  Henry
120P a t i l l o  F a r ro w ,  o f  G e o r g i a ,  i n  w h ic h  no one was i n j u r e d ;  

■'■‘̂ I b i d .  , p . 15 .
1 1  O

K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  C h r o n i c l e , 20 O c t o b e r  1882; A. C. 
H u t s o n ,  J r . ” "The Coal  M i n e r ' s  I n s u r r e c t i o n s ,  1 8 9 1 -1 8 9 2 "  
( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  
p .  19.

119 M o u ld e r ,  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y , p .  21 .
120 O 'C o n n e r  was a c t i n g  as  t h e  s e c o n d  f o r  M i t c h e l l  A. 

N e v in s  who, as  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Rome ( G e o r g i a )  C o m m e rc ia l , h a d  
p r o c l a i m e d  F a r ro w  a  " p u s i l a n i m o u s  a n d  c o w a r d ly  m a n ."  F a r r o w  
r e t a l i a t e d  i n  k i n d ,  and N e v i n s  s e n t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w i t h  
O 'C o n n e r .  When F a r ro w  r e f u s e d  t o  f i g h t  N e v in s ,  O 'C o n n e r  
o f f e r e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  and  was a c c e p t e d .  I b i d . ,  p .  
119.
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and ,  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  h e  n e a r l y  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  i n  an  A t l a n t a

b r a w l  where  t h e  men w e r e  armed w i t h  b i l l i a r d  c u e s  and 
121b a l l s .  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e  and J .  S. H a s e l t o n ,  o f  New

J e r s e y ,  who was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  owner  o f  t h e  A e t n a  Coal

Company and V u lc a n  m i n e s ,  e n g a g e d  i n  f i s t i c u f f s  o n  th e

s t r e e t s  o f  N a s h v i l l e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  d i f f e r e n c e  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f
122O 'C o n n e r ' s  l e a s e  o f  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  In  M arch  1878, h e

p i s t o 1 - w h ip p e d  Thomas A t c h e s o n ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  

B a n n e r , i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h a t  c i t y  a n d  was a n g r y  b e c a u s e  

h i s  a d v e r s a r y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a rm e d .  O 'C o n n e r  h a d  p l a n n e d  t o  

s h o o t  i t  o u t  w i t h  h im .  As i t  w o rk e d  o u t ,  he was f i n e d  f i f t y  

d o l l a r s  f o r  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  p e a c e .  S i x  months l a t e r ,  he was 

b a c k  i n  c o u r t ,  t h i s  t i m e  b e i n g  b o n d e d  t o  keep t h e  p e a c e ;  h e  

had  e n g a g e d  i n  " h o t  w o r d s "  w i t h  a  man o v e r  a g a m b l in g  d e b t ,  

and  t h e  c o u r t ,  by now, knew o f  w h a t  Thomas O 'C o n n e r  was 

c a p a b l e .

The 1870s  w e re  v i o l e n t  y e a r s  f o r  J o s e p h  A. Mabry,
123a l s o .  U n q u e s t i o n a b l y ,  M a b r y ' s  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  f i n a n c i a l

d e c l i n e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  c a u s e  o f  h i s  v i o l e n c e .

I t  may have l o w e r e d  h i s  s e l f - e s t e e m  a n d  made h im  o v e r l y  

d e f e n s i v e  an d  s u s p i c i o u s .  He b e g a n  t o  s e e  c o n s p i r a c i e s  a n d  

l a s h e d  o u t  a t  them. Mabry was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h r e e  s h o o t i n g  

i n c i d e n t s  b e t w e e n  1870 a n d  1882 .  The f i r s t  o f  th e m  o c c u r r e d

121I b i d . , pp .  1 1 9 -2 0 .

122Ibid., p. 38.
123Ibid., pp. 166-67.
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i n  K n o x v i l l e  on 13 J u n e  1870 ,  when Mabry s h o t  t h e  p r o m i n e n t

l o c a l  a t t o r n e y  J o h n  B a x t e r .  I t  was  a b o u t  9 : 3 0  a . m . ,  and

B a x t e r  was s t a n d i n g  on t h e  s t r e e t  t a l k i n g  w i t h  an a s s o c i a t e

w hen  Mabry a p p r o a c h e d  them .  He a d d r e s s e d  B a x t e r  s a y i n g ,

" B u s i n e s s  i s  b u s i n e s s , "  d rew  h i s  p i s t o l  a n d  s h o t  h im  i n  t h e

w r i s t .  B a x t e r  was a l s o  a rm ed ,  b u t  h e  c h o s e  t o  f l e e  r a t h e r

t h a n  hav e  a  gun b a t t l e  on t h e  s t r e e t s .  As B a x t e r  was

r u n n i n g  away, Mabry t h r e w  h i s  p i s t o l  a t  h im ,  drew a n o t h e r

o n e  f rom h i s  p o c k e t ,  and  gav e  c h a s e .  Soon t h e  r u c k u s  was

b r o k e n  up by  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  S h e r i f f  V. F .  G o s s e t ,  who

t o o k  Mabry o f f  t o  j a i l  w h e re  he p u t  up $ 1 , 0 0 0  b a i l  an d  was
10/

t o l d  to  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t .  B a x t e r

e v i d e n t l y  n e v e r  p r e s s e d  c h a r g e s  b e c a u s e  Mabry n e v e r  s t o o d  

t r i a l .

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s h o o t i n g  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  The 

h i s t o r y  o f  i l l  f e e l i n g s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two men was a  l o n g  and  

i m p a s s i o n e d  o n e .  I t  may h a v e  b e g u n  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War 

w hen  B a x t e r  and Mabry s u p p o r t e d  d i f f e r e n t  c a u s e s .  B a x t e r  

h a d  been  a  l o y a l  U n i o n i s t ,  and  Mabry had  th ro w n  h i s  

i n f l u e n c e  b e h i n d  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y .  A f t e r  t h e  war  B a x t e r  h a d  

b e e n  one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  K n o x v i l l e ' s  e f f o r t  t o  p u n i s h  t h e  

v a n q u i s h e d ,  and  t h i s  may h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e i r  

p e r s o n a l  f e u d .  The b r e a c h  was w i d e n e d  when B a x t e r  p u r c h a s e d  

f i v e  s h a r e s  o f  s t o c k  i n  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  and K e n tu c k y  R a i l r o a d

^ ^ K n o x v i l l e  P r e s s  and  H e r a l d ,  14 J u n e  1870 .
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an d  b r o u g h t  s u i t  a g a i n s t  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  Mabry,  f o r  
125m a l f e a s a n c e .

By 1870,  t h e y  w e re  f i l l i n g  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  w i t h  

p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k s  on e a c h  o t h e r .  B a x t e r  a c c u s e d  Mabry o f

b e i n g  a r a s c a l ,  a t y r a n t ,  an  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  and  c o m p l e t e l y
12  6u n p r i n c i p l e d .  Mabry u s e d  h i s  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  W hig , to

d en o u n c e  and  a c c u s e  B a x t e r ,  e m p h a s i z i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  h i s

d e c e i t  and f r a u d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M i n e r a l  Home 
127R a i l r o a d .  B a x t e r  f i l e d  two l i b e l  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  Mabry f o r

a  t o t a l  o f  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 ;  Mabry, i n  t u r n ,  s u e d  B a x t e r  f o r  a  t o t a l
128o f  $ 7 5 ,0 0 0 ,  o n c e  f o r  l i b e l  and  o n c e  f o r  s l a n d e r .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  b i t t e r n e s s  t o w a r d  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  t h e r e  was a  d e b t  b e tw e e n  them  o f  $ 6 5 , 0 0 0 .  B a x t e r ,

1 25 M o u ld e r ,  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y , p .  225 .
126 F o r  e x a m p le ,  K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  C h r o n i c l e ,  1 Ju n e

1870.
1 2 7 K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  W hig , 3 J u n e  1870 .  B a x t e r ' s  b a n k  

h a d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  i n  s t a t e  bonds  
r e c e i v e d  by t h e  r o a d ;  y e t  a r o u t e  was n e v e r  ev en  s u r v e y e d .
I t  was  t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r e p u d i a t i n g  i t s  
d e b t .  T e n n e s s e e ,  House J o u r n a l ,  A p p e n d ix  ( 1 8 7 0 - 7 1 ) ,  " R e p o r t  
o f  t h e  Commit tee  on t h e  M i n e r a l  Home R a i l r o a d ; "  S. J .  
F o lm sb e e ,  "The R a d i c a l s  and  t h e  R a i l r o a d s , "  i n  T e n n e s s e e :  A
H i s t o r y , 2 v o l s . ,  e d .  P. M. Hamer (New York:  A m er ican
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  2 : 6 7 0 - 7 1 .

128 K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  W hig , 7 J u n e  1870 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
a t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  i t e m  i n  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  R e p u b l i c a n  B a n n e r , 3 
Ju n e  1870,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  W hig , 5 Ju n e  1870,  a 
b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  
t h e  M a b r y - B a x t e r  " v e n d e t t a "  e n d a n g e r e d  t h e  " e n t i r e  s t a t e "  
Mabry and  B a x t e r  s h o u l d  be  "a rm ed  w i t h  d o u b l e - b a r r e l e d  s h o t  
g u n s"  and n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  " c e a s e  f i r i n g  u n t i l  b o t h  a r e  
d e c l a r e d  d e a d . "  The f u n e r a l  e x p e n s e s  w e re  t o  be  p a i d  o u t  o f  
t h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  a s s e t l e s s  M i n e r a l  Home R a i l r o a d  m e n t i o n e d  
i n  n o t e  127.



153

M. A. Regan,  a n d  W. B. L. Regan a c k n o w le d g e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o

b e  i n  M a b r y ' s  d e b t ,  b u t  t h e  f i n a l  p aym en t  was t o  r e s t  upon

t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t  i n  Regan v .  Mabry,  s t i l l  t o  be 
129t r i e d .  Mabry h a d  a  s u i t  w h i c h  c o u n t e r e d  t h i s  o n e ,  and

m a t t e r s  seemed t o  be  d e a d l o c k e d .

I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m o s t  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  M a b r y ' s  s t a t e ­

m en t  o f  " b u s i n e s s  i s  b u s i n e s s "  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d e b t ,  a n d  B a x t e r ' s  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p a y .

The s h o o t i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e t t l e d  n o t h i n g ,  an d  t h e  men 

c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n s u l t  and  d e g r a d e  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  w h a t  was 

a l m o s t  gay  a b a n d o n .  I n  one  o f  M a b r y ' s  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  B a x t e r ,  

Mabry a c c u s e d  h im  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  h o r s e  s t e a l i n g ;  b e i n g

t h e  s c i o n  o f  a c o n v i c t e d  f e l o n  and  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t ;  

p o lygam y;  b e i n g  i n  t h e  e m b ra c e s  o f  a Negro  woman t h e  day h i s  

s e c o n d  w i f e  l a y  a c o r p s e  i n  h i s  own h o u s e ;  m ak ing  b e a s t l y  

a t t e m p t s  t o w a r d  h i s  t h i r d  w i f e  a s  she  was on h e r  d e a t h b e d ;  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  d r i v i n g  h i s  l a t e  b u s i n e s s  p a r t n e r  i n s a n e ;  and

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n d e l i c a t e  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  laws  o f  b o t h  
130man an d  n a t u r e .  The c o u r t  a s k e d  Mabry to  w i t h d r a w  t h e s e

c h a r g e s ,  a n d  he  c o n s e n t e d .  The f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e

129 Jo h n  B a x t e r ,  M. A. Regan,  a n d  W. B. L. Reagan  to  
J o s e p h  Mabry,  n . d . ,  Mabry P a p e r s ,  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  M iss  
E v e ly n  H azen ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .

130 C r o s s - i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  f i l e d  f o r  J .  A. Mabry v .  
J o h n  B a x t e r ,  i b i d .
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s u i t s  shows l o g i c  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  men. They  w i t h d r e w  a l l
131c h a r g e s ,  an d  e a c h  p a i d  t h e  o t h e r ' s  c o u r t  c o s t s .

I n  t h e  f i n a l  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  Mabry i s  s a i d  to

h a v e  t u r n e d  h e a v i l y  t o  d r i n k  and  was o f t e n  known t o  have
132v i o l e n t  b u r s t s  o f  t e m p e r .  The l o s s  o f  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f

h i s  l a n d  an d  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  seems t o  have

a l m o s t  g o t t e n  t h e  b e s t  o f  h im .  The k i l l i n g  o f  h i s  y o u n g e s t

s o n ,  W i l l  Mabry,  seems to  h a v e  c a u s e d  him t o  l o s e  h i s  m e n t a l

b a l a n c e .  On C h r i s t m a s  Eve, 1881,  W i l l  and  a  f r i e n d ,

C o n s t a b l e  Don L u sb y ,  went  t o  a  " c h i c k e n  f i g h t "  an d  t h e n  w e n t

o u t  f o r  an  e v e n i n g  o f  t i p p l i n g  a t  A l f  S n o d d e r l y ' s  b a r .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  news r e p o r t ,  a  q u a r r e l  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  f r o n t  o f

t h e  s a l o o n  i n  w h ic h  Mabry s u s t a i n e d  a  c u t  o v e r  h i s  e y e .  He

f o l l o w e d  Lusby  i n t o  t h e  s a l o o n ,  a s k e d  why he  h a d  m i s t r e a t e d

him,  a n d  t h e n  sm ashed  him i n  t h e  f a c e  w i t h  a  p l a t e .  Mabry

t h e n  r a n  f ro m  t h e  b a r ,  w i t h  Lusby  p u r s u i n g  h im .  Lusby  s h o t
133t w i c e ,  an d  W i l l  Mabry f e l l  d e a d .

The t r i a l  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n
1 3  A-t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h e a v y  d r i n k i n g .

W i t n e s s e s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  W i l l  Mabry was a  good  p e r s o n  b u t

131 Knox C o u n ty ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  C o u r t h o u s e ,  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  
R e c o r d s ,  v o l .  20 .

1 32K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  T r i b u n e , 20 O c t o b e r  1882.
1 33K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  C h r o n i c l e , 25 December 1881 .
134Ibid., 29 December 1881.
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was d a n g e r o u s  when d r i n k i n g .  The p r o c e e d i n g s  e n d e d  i n  a
135m i s t r i a l ,  a n d  Lusby  was  f r e e d  on  b a i l .

G e n e r a l  Mabry was e n r a g e d .  He would  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s h o o t i n g  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a common b a r ro o m  

q u a r r e l ;  i n s t e a d ,  he f e l t  t h a t  i t  was p a r t  o f  a  b r o a d e r  

c o n s p i r a c y  h e a d e d  by Thomas O 'C o n n e r  t o  d e f r a u d  h im  i n  a  

l a n d  d e a l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  s t o r y  becom es  r a t h e r  i n v o l v e d .  

P r e v i o u s l y ,  Mabry an d  O 'C o n n e r  had h a d  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  

and h a d  r a c e d  h o r s e s  t o g e t h e r  b u t ,  i n  t i m e ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

became s t r a i n e d .  When, i n  1 8 7 1 ,  C h e r r y ,  O 'C o n n e r  and 

Company l e a s e d  t h e  s t a t e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  f o r  l a b o r  p u r p o s e s ,  

Mabry i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  gone t o  N a s h v i l l e  and l o b b i e d  f o r  t h e  

r e p e a l  o f  t h e  c o n v i c t  l e a s e  s y s t e m .  A l th o u g h  t h e  l e a s e

s y s t e m  was n o t  r e p e a l e d ,  O 'C o n n e r  becam e v e ry  a n g r y  w i t h  

Mabry, and i t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n e v e r  c l o s e  

f r i e n d s  a g a i n .

By 1 8 8 1 ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  d id  e n g a g e  in  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

a b o u t  two p i e c e s  o f  l a n d ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  which  r e m a i n  

o b s c u r e .  T h e r e  a r e  two a c c o u n t s  o f  t h i s  l a n d  d e a l  o f  1 8 8 1 .  

One i s  t h a t  Mabry was t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  l a n d  w i t h  O 'C o n n e r  a s  

h i s  a g e n t .  A f t e r  t h e  d e a l  h a d  been  m ade ,  Mabry was c a l l e d  

o u t  o f  town; h e  e n t r u s t e d  t h e  f i n a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  s i g n i n g  

o f  t h e  p a p e r s  t o  h i s  so n  W i l l  Mabry a n d  to  O 'C o n n e r .  When

1 35 K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  T i m e s , 27 A u g u s t  18 8 2 .
136M iss  E v e ly n  Hazen,  i n t e r v i e w  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  Ju n e  1 9 6 7 .  Miss  Hazen s t a t e d  t h a t  h e r  
g r a n d f a t h e r  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l e a s e  s y s te m  was u n f a i r .
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t h e  n i g h t  came t o  s i g n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  W i l l  became s i c k ,  so 

O 'C o n n e r  went  a l o n e .  He was a c c u s e d  by Mabry o f  h a v i n g  h a d  

th e  l a n d  s i g n e d  o v e r  t o  h i m s e l f  a l o n e  b y  making some l a s t  

m in u te  c h an g es  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  h im ­

s e l f ,  h e  e i t h e r  h i r e d  o r  e n c o u r a g e d  Don Lusby t o  k i l l  W i l l  

Mabry. The o t h e r  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  t h a t  O 'C onner  

was p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  l a n d  f o r  h i m s e l f  and  t h a t  G e n e r a l  Mabry

t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  i n t e n d e d ,  f o r  a n  unknown r e a s o n ,  t o  p r e s e n t
1 37t h e  l a n d  to  W i l l .  When W i l l  was k i l l e d ,  Mabry f e l t  t h a t

O 'C o n n e r  had c o m m is s io n e d  t h e  w o r k  to  g e t  o u t  o f  h a v i n g  t o

g iv e  t h e  l a n d  t o  W i l l .  W h ich e v e r  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  i s  a c c u r a t e ,

i f  i n d e e d  e i t h e r  i s ,  Mabry was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  O 'C o n n e r  h a d

p l a y e d  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  son;  a n d  t h a t  i s  t h e

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r .

Both o f  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  a r e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

O 'C o n n e r  p u r c h a s e d  some 320 a c r e s  from J o s e p h  a n d  W i l l  Mabry

i n  May 1881. B e fo re  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  h i s  son  W i l l ,

G e n e r a l  Mabry h a d  a c c u s e d  O 'C o n n e r  o f  d u p l i c i t y ,  b u t

O 'C o n n e r  had  d e n i e d  i t ;  and  t h e y  re su m e d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p .

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  W i l l ,  Mabry a g a i n  b e g a n  to  a c c u s e

O 'C o n n e r  o f  c h e a t i n g  h i m  and a l s o  o f  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
139d e a t h  o f  h i s  s o n .

1 37K n o x v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e , 20 O c t o b e r  1882.
1 88 Knox County ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  C o u r t h o u s e ,  Deed  Book 

W-3, p .  519.
1 39K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  T i m e s , 20 O c t o b e r  1 8 8 2 .
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When t h e  c o u r t  d e c l a r e d  a  m i s t r i a l  i n  L u s b y ' s  c a s e ,

Mabry d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  t h i n g s  i n t o  h i s  own h a n d s . He

e v i d e n t l y  h a d  b e e n  making  some n a s t y  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  Lusby

b e c a u s e  Lusby  l e t  i t  be known t h a t  he was g o i n g  t o  " g e t "

Mabry.  On 26 A u g u s t  1882,  Mabry a n d  R o b e r t  S t e e l e  w e re  i n

town,  a n d  Lusby a p p r o a c h e d  Mabry a n d  b eg an  c u r s i n g  and

i n s u l t i n g  him. B e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  c o u l d  h a p p e n ,  Mabry c a l l e d

t h e  p o l i c e  c h i e f ,  who a r r e s t e d  L u sb y  and t o o k  him t o  t h e

c o u r t h o u s e  to  r e g i s t e r  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h im .  Lusby ,

a c c o m p a n ie d  by h i s  b r o t h e r  Moses, was t a k e n  i n t o  t h e

R e c o r d e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  w here  t h e  p o l i c e  a t t e m p t e d  to  d i s a r m

t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s . A s c u f f l e  b r o k e  o u t  and  G e n e r a l  Mabry an d

J o s e p h  Mabry,  J r . ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  room a n d  came t o  t h e  a i d

o f  t h e  p o l i c e .  D u r i n g  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  b o t h  Lusbys  w e r e  s h o t

t o  d e a t h .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  by an e y e w i t n e s s  t h a t  G e n e r a l

Mabry h a d  b ee n  h i t t i n g  Moses  w i t h  a  book,  a n d  t h a t  J o s e p h ,

J r . , was t r y i n g  t o  f i r e  a  d e f e c t i v e  p i s t o l  w h ic h  r e f u s e d  t o  
140o p e r a t e .  On t h e s e  g r o u n d s ,  t h e  Mabrys w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a n d

c h a r g e d  w i t h  f e l o n i o u s  a s s a u l t  a n d  m u rd e r .  The p r e s s  

a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  t r i a l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  was l i t t l e  m ore  t h a n  

a  f o r m a l i t y ,  and t h e  Mabrys were  s o o n  c l e a r e d  o f  a l l  

c h a r g e s .  When t h e  v e r d i c t  was a n n o u n c e d  t h e y  w ere  

c o n g r a t u l a t e d  by t h o s e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  were  

w i s h e d  w e l l  a l l  d a y  on t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  K n o x v i l l e .

1 4 0 I b i d . ,  27 A u g u s t  1882.

^ 4 ^"Ibid. , 10 O c t o b e r  1882.
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Mabry h a d  p a r t  o f  h i s  r e v e n g e .  A l l  t h a t  r e m a i n e d  

was t o  r e c i p r o c a t e  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  he f e l t  O 'C o n n e r  had  done 

h im .  To augm ent  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  Mabry a l r e a d y  f e l t  t o w a r d  

O 'C o n n e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  W i l l ' s  d e a t h ,  O 'C o n n e r  beg an  t o  buy 

l a n d  f rom M a b r y ' s  f a m i l y  e s t a t e  a t  a  t im e  when t h e  Mabrys  

m u s t  have  n e e d e d  money and h e n c e  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  s e l l .

I n  J u n e  1882 ,  O 'C o n n e r  p u r c h a s e d  f ro m  J o s e p h ,  J r . ,  

o n e - s e v e n t h  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  e s t a t e ,  Co ld  S p r i n g s  Farms,  f o r  

f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s .  I n  S e p te m b e r ,  L a u ra  Mabry,  G e n e r a l  

M a b r y ' s  w i f e ,  s o l d  O 'C o n n e r  a n o t h e r  o n e - s e v e n t h  ( f i f t y  

a c r e s ) ,  a l s o  f o r  f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s .  The t r a n s f e r  a g r e e ­

m en t  c a r r i e d  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  she  h a d  an  a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  

t o  r e p u r c h a s e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s . T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t

t h e  Mabrys m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  b u t  f e l t
I  /  A

c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  o u t  o f  i t .  G e n e r a l  Mabry

e v i d e n t l y  t h o u g h t  O 'C o n n e r  a  S h y lo c k  s e e k i n g  h i s  " p o u n d  o f  

f l e s h . "

On 18 O c t o b e r  a t  t h e  F a i r ,  Mabry a n d  O 'C o n n e r  r a n  

i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  Mabry u p b r a i d e d  h im  f o r  making  t h r e a t s  

a g a i n s t  h i s  l i f e  an d  c h a l l e n g e d  him t o  f i g h t  i t  o u t  t h e n  and 

t h e r e .  O 'C o n n e r  s a i d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  t h e  t i m e  o r  t h e  p l a c e ,

142 Knox C o u n ty ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  C o u r t h o u s e ,  Deed Book 
X-3,  p p .  502 ,  178.

I / o

M o u ld e r ,  i n  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y , pp .  2 3 1 - 3 2 ,  
d e p i c t s  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  a s  f r i e n d l y  l o a n s  made by O 'C o n n e r  
t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  Mabry f a m i l y  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  b e i n g  u s e d  
a s  s e c u r i t y .  She a l s o  s e t s  t h e  l o a n  a t  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  
d o l l a r s .
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and  f r i e n d s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e m .^ ^ ^  A l t h o u g h  

O 'C o n n e r  h a d  p l a n n e d  t o  l e a v e  on a  b u s i n e s s  t r i p  t o  New 

O r l e a n s ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  f o r e g o  i t  a n d  r e m a i n  i n  K n o x v i l l e .  

D u r in g  t h e  n i g h t  t h e y  e x c h a n g e d  n o t e s  i n  w h ic h  e a c h  p r o m i s e d

t o  k i l l  t h e  o t h e r  " o n  s i g h t . T h e  h o t  w ords  a t  t h e  F a i r

s e r v e d  a s  t h e  im m e d ia te  c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g .

O 'C o n n e r ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  t im e  a n d  p l a c e

became e v i d e n t  t h e  n e x t  day .  I t  was r a i n i n g  and  muddy i n
1 ilf)K n o x v i l l e  as  Mabry a n d  R o b e r t  S t e e l e  w e r e  w a l k i n g  down 

Gay S t r e e t  b e tw e e n  C l i n c h  a n d  C hurch  s t r e e t s .  At  1 0 :2 0  a . m . ,  

O 'C o n n e r  was h i d i n g  i n  t h e  doorway o f  h i s  b a n k ,  t h e  

M e c h a n i c ' s  N a t i o n a l ,  a s  t h e  men a p p r o a c h e d .  S u d d e n ly  he  

l e a p e d  i n t o  t h e  open  a n d  s h o t  Mabry w i t h  a s h o t g u n .  A crowd 

began  t o  g a t h e r  i m m e d i a t e l y .  O 'C o n n e r  w aved  them a s i d e  an d  

s h o t  Mabry a g a i n .  From i n s i d e  t h e  b a n k  he  was h a n d e d  

a n o t h e r  gun; h e  t h e n  y e l l e d  f o r  S t e e l e ,  who h ad  d u ck e d  i n t o  

a  s t o r e ,  t o  come o u t .  At t h a t  moment,  J o s e p h  Mabry ,  J r . , 

who h a p p e n e d  t o  be  n e a r b y  a t t e n d i n g  t o  some b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r s  

and h a d  h e a r d  t h e  s h o t s ,  r a n  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  d rew h i s

p i s t o l ,  an d  f i r e d  a t  O 'C o n n e r .  The s h o t  f o u n d  i t s  mark ,  b u t ,

a s  he f i r e d ,  O 'C o n n e r  saw h im ,  w h e e l e d  a r o u n d ,  a n d  s h o t  h im .

1 UtxM o u ld e r ,  May t h e  Sod R e s t  L i g h t l y , p p .  2 3 2 - 3 3 .

^ ^ K n o x v i l l e  D a i l y  C h r o n i c l e , 20 O c t o b e r  1882.
146S t e e l e  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  Mabry when Lusby  a c c o s t e d

him.
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Two m i n u t e s  f ro m  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t ,  a l l  t h r e e  men w ere  d e a d  and
147s e v e n  b y s t a n d e r s  h a d  b e e n  wounded.

The n e w s p a p e r s  w ere  a p p a l l e d  by  t h i s  o u t b r e a k  o f  

v i o l e n c e ,  w h ic h  t h e y  deemed t h e  w o r s t  s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

The a t t i t u d e ,  i f  n o t  t h e  e x p r e s s e d  s e n t i m e n t ,  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  

was i n  O ' C o n n e r ' s  d e f e n s e .  T h e i r  comments l e d  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  O 'C o n n e r  was j u s t i f i e d  i n  w h a t  h e  d i d  b e c a u s e  

he  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a  t h r e a t e n i n g  n o t e  f ro m  Mabry .  They do n o t  

m e n t i o n  t h a t  O 'C o n n e r  h a d  a l s o  t h r e a t e n e d  Mabry a n d ,  w o r s e  

y e t ,  h a d  m u rd e re d  h im  f ro m  ambush.

The M a b r y - 0 'C o n n e r  p s e u d o  d u e l  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  r e a d y  

a n a l y s i s .  B o th  men w e re  c e r t a i n l y  c a p a b l e  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  an d  

e a c h  h a d  a h i s t o r y  o f  i t  b e f o r e  t h e i r  f a t a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  

M a b r y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  w oes ,  t h e  s t e a d y  e r o s i o n  o f  h i s  s t a n d i n g  

i n  t h e  community ,  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  son  W i l l ,  an d  t h e n  

O ' C o n n e r ' s  b u y i n g  up h i s  f a m i l y  e s t a t e  c o n v i n c e d  h im  t h a t  

O 'C o n n e r  was t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  h i s  t r o u b l e s .  The h o t - h e a d e d  

p u b l i c  t h r e a t s  an d  c o u n t e r - t h r e a t s  a t  t h e  F a i r  c a s t  t h e  d i e ,  

a n d  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  e l s e  t o  b e  done f o r  e i t h e r  man t h a n  t o  

consummate  t h e i r  a f f a i r s .  I n  N a s h v i l l e  a  few days  b e f o r e  

t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  O 'C o n n e r  had  t o l d  f r i e n d s  t h a t  he  was 

r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  K n o x v i l l e  b e c a u s e  he  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e

147A cc o u n t  i s  t a k e n  f ro m  b o t h  t h e  Times and  
C h r o n i c l e ,  20 O c t o b e r  1882.
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148t o  k i l l  t h e  M abrys ,  o r  t h e y  w o u ld  k i l l  h im.  H is  p r o p h e s y

e r r e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  " o r " ;  i t  s h o u l d  

h av e  b e e n  " a n d . "

The c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  were  men o f  

s t r o n g  a g g r e s s i v e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e y  w e re  n o t  

h a b i t u a l l y  v i o l e n t ,  v i o l e n c e  seems t o  have  p l a y e d  a l a r g e r  

r o l e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h a n  i n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  o f  

t h i s  p a p e r .  ( C e r t a i n l y  Mabry and O 'C o n n e r ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  

H o u s to n  an d  F o r r e s t ,  w e r e ,  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  h e r e  e x a m in ed ,  as  

v i o l e n t  a s  an y o n e  ex a m in e d  i n  t h i s  p a p e r . )  T h i s  i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  r e m a r k a b l e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  pow er  an d  

t r u s t  w h ic h  t h e y  h e l d .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i f  o b v i o u s ,  t o  

n o t e  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e i r  v i o l e n c e  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n s ;  t h a t  i s ,  H o u s to n  f o u g h t  W hi te  

o v e r  a  d i s a g r e e m e n t  r e s u l t i n g  f rom a  p o l i t i c a l  a p p o i n t m e n t ;  

F o r r e s t  k i l l e d  Gould o v e r  a  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r ;  an d  Mabry and  

O 'C o n n e r  k i l l e d  e a ch  o t h e r  o v e r  a  b u s i n e s s  d e a l .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  on j o u r n a l i s t s  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  a c l o s e  t i e  

b e tw e e n  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  v i o l e n c e .

1 48New York Times, 20 October 1882.



CHAPTER V

JOURNALISTS

One h u n d r e d  y e a r s  ago Mark Twain c a l l e d  n a t i o n a l  

a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  so m e t im es  v i o l e n t  i d i o m  o f  T e n n e s s e e  

j o u r n a l i s m .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s i n g u l a r l y  v i t u p e r a t i v e  and  

p e r s o n a l  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n a l  M orn ing  G lo ry  and  

J o h n s o n  County War-Whoop, a g g r i e v e d  p e r s o n s  c a l l e d  a t  t h e  

o f f i c e  a n d  v i s i t e d  t h e i r  r e v e n g e  on  t h e  y o u n g  a s s i s t a n t  

e d i t o r  who, on h i s  f i r s t  day  on t h e  j o b ,  h a d  a f i n g e r  s h o t  

o f f ,  two t e e t h  k n o c k e d  o u t ,  was th ro w n  o u t  o f  t h e  window,  

tomahawked and ,  a s  he p u t  i t ,  s h o t  so f u l l  o f  h o l e s  t h a t  "my 

s k i n  w o n ' t  h o l d  my p r i n c i p l e s . " ' * '  T h i s  c h a p t e r  e x a m in e s  f o u r  

v i o l e n t  e n c o u n t e r s  i n  w h i c h  two e d i t o r s  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  one was 

s h o t  i n  t h e  f a c e ,  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  t h i g h ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  

han d .  A l l  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g s  were  t r i g g e r e d  by s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  

had  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e i r  p a p e r s ,  u s u a l l y  a  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k  

a r i s i n g  f rom t h e  h e a t  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e s t ,  b u t  i n  two o f  

t h e  i n s t a n c e s  t h e r e  had  b e e n  a h i s t o r y  o f  b a d  f e e l i n g s .

■*"Mark T w a in ,  Mark T w a i n ' s  W o rk s , v o l .  19: S k e t c h e s
Old a n d  New, " J o u r n a l i s m  i n  T e n n e s s e e "  (New York:  H a r p e r
and B r o t h e r s ,  1 8 75 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  G r o s s e  P o i n t e ,  M i c h . :  
S c h o l a r l y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p p .  4 5 - 5 3 .
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The name a n d  c a r e e r  o f  W i l l i a m  G. Brownlow a r e

f a m i l i a r  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r y .  The " F i g h t i n g  
2

P a r s o n "  was  p r i m a r i l y  a c r u s a d e r  who was s u c c e s s i v e l y  a

M e t h o d i s t  c i r c u i t  r i d e r ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  W hig , g o v e r n o r ,  a n d

t h e n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  f ro m  T e n n e s s e e .  He was b o r n  29

A u g u s t  1805 i n  Wythe C oun ty ,  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  e l d e s t  o f  f i v e

c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  was o r p h a n e d  e l e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  when h i s

p a r e n t s ,  J o s e p h  a n d  C a t h e r i n e  Gannaway Brownlow,  d i e d

w i t h i n  t h r e e  m onths  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  The c h i l d r e n  t h e n  l i v e d

w i t h  v a r i o u s  a u n t s  an d  u n c l e s , an d  W i l l i a m  was p u t  to  m a n u a l
3

l a b o r ,  f i r s t  on t h e  f a rm  t h e n  i n  a  c a r p e n t e r ' s  s h o p .  H is  

l i f e  c h a n g e d  i t s  d i r e c t i o n  i n  1825 when he  c o n v e r t e d  t o  

M ethod ism  a n d  became a c i r c u i t  r i d e r .  He became one o f  t h e

2
The b e s t  b o o k - l e n g t h  s t u d i e s  o f  Brownlow a r e  E. 

M e r to n  C o u l t e r ,  W i l l i a m  G. Brownlow: F i g h t i n g  P a r s o n  o f  t h e
S o u t h e r n  H i g h l a n d s  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1937;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  K n o x v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
T e n n e s s e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  and  S t e v e  Humphrey,  " T h a t  D d
Brow nlow ,"  B e in g  a  Saucy  & M a l i c i o u s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  F i g h t i n g  
P a r s o n  W i l l i a m  Gannaway Brownlow, K n o x v i l l e  E d i t o r  and 
S t a l w a r t  U n i o n i s t ,  Who Rose f ro m  a C o n f e d e r a t e  J a i l  to  
become One o f  t h e  M ost  Famous P e r s o n a g e s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n , 
Denounced b y  h i s  Enem ies  a s  V i c i o u s  a n d  H a r s h ,  P r a i s e d  b y  
h i s  F r i e n d s  a s  C o m p a s s io n a t e  an d  G e n t l e  (Boone,  N .C . :  
A p p a l a c h i a n  C o n s o r t i u m  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .

3
Brownlow b r i e f l y  s k e t c h e s  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  i n  two o f  

h i s  known w o r k s , H e l p s  t o  t h e  S tu d y  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m ,  o r  
a n  U n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  C a l v i n i s m ,  w i t h  
H o p k i n s i a n i s m  M o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  P o l i c y ,  w i t h  a  View t o  a  More 
E a s y  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Same. To w h ic h  i s  Added a B r i e f  
A c c o u n t  o f  L i f e  an d  T r a v e l s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r ;  I n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  
A n e c d o t e s  ( K n o x v i l l e :  F~. ST H e i s k e l l , 1834)  , p p . 2 4 2 - 4 3 ,
a n d  S k e t c h e s  o f  t h e  R i s e ,  P r o g r e s s  an d  D e c l i n e  o f  S e c e s s i o n ; 
w i t h  a  N a r r a t i v e  o f  P e r s o n a l  A d v e n t u r e s  among t h e  Rebe ls - 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : G eorge  W. C h i l d s , 1 8 6 2 ) ,  p p . 1 6 -1 7  . The
l a t t e r  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P a r s o n  B ro w n lo w 's  Book.
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H o l s t o n  C o n f e r e n c e ' s  b e s t  known p e r i p a t e t i c  p a r s o n s  as  he  

r o d e  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  e a s t  T e n n e s s e e  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  

as  " t h e  s c e n e  o f  some o f  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  r e l i g i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  

i n  A m e r i c a , " ^  making  b o m b a s t i c  a s s a u l t s  on t h e  d e v i l ,  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n s , and  t h e  B a p t i s t s . H is  h e a r t  and  t o n g u e  

b u r n e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r e  o f  a  s e c t a r i a n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t h a t  w o u ld  

b r o o k  no com prom ise .  He was s t r i d e n t ,  o u t s p o k e n ,  and  

d e v o t e d  to  h y p e r b o l e ;  h e  damned and  v i l l i f i e d  h i s  en e m ie s  

and  seemed t o  e n j o y  t h e i r  h a t r e d . " *  The Brownlow who s e r v e d  

as  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  g o v e r n o r  o f  T e n n e s s e e  i n  t h e  1860s  was i n  

m ost  ways t h e  same Brownlow who r o d e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  

s o u t h e r n  A p p a l a c h i a  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  

r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  P a r s o n  i s  t h a t  someone d i d  n o t

W. B. H e s s e l t i n e ,  "M eth o d ism  an d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
E a s t  T e n n e s s e e , "  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  
P u b l i c a t i o n s  3 ( 1 9 3 1 ) :42 .

"*These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  v i r t u a l l y  
e v e r y  work a b o u t  Brownlow,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i b i d . ,  p .  43;
Thomas B. A l e x a n d e r ,  " S t r a n g e  B e d f e l l o w s :  The I n t e r l o c k i n g
C a r e e r s  o f  T. A. R. N e l s o n ,  Andrew J o h n s o n ,  an d  W. G.
( P a r s o n )  B row nlow ,"  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  
P u b l i c a t i o n s  24 ( 1 9 5 2 ) : 7 2 ;  Samuel  Mayes A r n e l l ,  "The 
S o u t h e r n  U n i o n i s t , "  p .  65, S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T e n n e s s e e  L i b r a r y ,  K n o x v i l l e  ( t y p e s c r i p t ) ; R a l p h  W. 
H a s k i n s ,  " I n t e r n e c i n e  S t r i f e  i n  T e n n e s s e e :  Andrew J o h n s o n
V e r s u s  P a r s o n  B row nlow ,"  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  24 
( W i n te r  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  323;  V e r t o n  M. Q u e e n e r , " W i l l i a m  G. 
Brownlow as  a n  E d i t o r , "  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  
P u b l i c a t i o n s  4 ( 1 9 3 2 ) : 6 8 ;  D a v id  S u l l i n s ,  R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  an  
Old Man: S e v e n t y  Y e a r s  i n  D i x i e ,  1827-1898  ( B r i s t o l ,  T e n n . :
King P r i n t i n g  Co. ,  1 9 1 0 ) ,  p . JOl an d  James Welch P a t t o n ,  
U n io n ism  and  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  1860-1869  ( C h a p e l  
H i l l : U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1934;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,
G l o u c e s t e r ,  M a s s . :  P e t e r  S m i th ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  v i i ,  7 5 - 8 3 .
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k i l l  h im  l o n g  b e f o r e  he a s c e n d e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p .  T h e re  

w e re  t h o s e  who t r i e d .

I f  a man c a n  h a v e  a  " n a t u r a l  en em y ,"  B ro w n lo w 's  was 

Landon C. Haynes ,  who was t o  become e d i t o r  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  

S e n t i n e l  a t  J o n e s b o r o  i n  1840 ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  i n  t h e  

D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  a n d  a  member o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  S e n a t e . 

Haynes  was t h e  f i r s t - b o r n  o f  a  w e a l t h y  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  u p p e r  

e a s t  T e n n e s s e e  f a m i l y  who, w h i l e  Brownlow s p e n t  h i s  t e e n a g e  

y e a r s  l a b o r i n g  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  an d  sh o p s  o f  

V i r g i n i a ,  s p e n t  h i s  i n  t h e  more c e r e b r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  o f  t h e  

l e c t u r e  h a l l  a t  W a s h in g to n  C o l l e g e .  T h e i r  s o c i a l  c l a s s  

d i f f e r e n c e s  were  a m p l i f i e d  b y  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  an d  p o l i t i c a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s , ^  a n d ,  a s  b o t h  men were  o u t s p o k e n  cham pions  o f  

t h e i r  c a u s e s ,  t h e i r  v e r b a l  c l a s h e s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  a s  

i n e v i t a b l e  a s  t h e y  w ere  f r e q u e n t .  Y e t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  

i n c e n d i a r y  mode o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  n e i t h e r  was a  p h y s i c a l l y  

v i o l e n t  man, and  t h e i r  p s e u d o  d u e l  i n  J o n e s b o r o  was n o t  

i n e v i t a b l e ;  i n  f a c t ,  i t  was t h e  o n l y  e n c o u n t e r  e i t h e r  man 

h a d  w h ic h  f i t s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e  u s e d

£
The m ost  c o m p l e t e  s t u d i e s  o f  Haynes  a r e  James W. 

B e l l a m y ,  "The P o l i t i c a l  C a r e e r  o f  Landon  C a r t e r  H aynes"
(M.A. t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  and  
"The P o l i t i c a l  C a r e e r  o f  Landon  C a r t e r  H a y n e s , "  E a s t  
T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  28 ( 1 9 5 6 ) : 1 0 2 -  
26 .  T h e r e  i s  a  b r i e f  s k e t c h  i n  J o s h u a  W. C a l d w e l l ,  S k e t c h e s  
o f  t h e  Bench and  B a r  o f  T e n n e s s e e  ( K n o x v i l l e :  Ogden B r o s .  6c
C o . , 1 8 9 8 ) ,  pp .  3 3 0 - 3 1 .

^Coulter, Brownlow, pp. 36-37.
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i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  l o o k  

t o  i t s  c a u s e s .

I n  t h e  m onths  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  s e v e r a l  e v e n t s  

o c c u r r e d  w h ich  may h a v e  h a d  an u n s e t t l i n g  e f f e c t  on  t h e  men. 

I n  1839 ,  Brownlow gave  up t h e  f a m i l i a r ,  t h o u g h  h o s t i l e ,  

r o u t i n e  o f  t h e  c i r c u i t  r i d e r  an d  b eg a n  a  new c a r e e r  a s
g

e d i t o r  o f  a  s m a l l  town n e w s p a p e r .  A B r i t i s h  t r a v e l e r  who 

s t o p p e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  1839 d e s c r i b e d  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t i c  

c l i m a t e  a s

. . . t h e  m o s t  a b u s i v e ,  u n j u s t ,  and  u n p r i n c i p l e d  t h a t  
a r e  [ s i c ]  an y w h e re  t o  b e  f o u n d  . . . t h e y  a p p e a r  . . . 
t o  s a c r i f i c e  t r u t h ,  h o n o r ,  an d  c o u r t e s y ,  t o  p a r t y -  
f e e l i n g ;  h e s i t a t i n g  a t  n o t h i n g  t o  b l a c k e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  a p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t  . . . s p a r i n g  n e i t h e r  ag e  n o r
s e x ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  l i v i n g  n o r  t h e  d e a d . 9

He was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  b i t t e r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e s t  b e tw e e n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W i l l i a m  B. C a r t e r  (Whig) a n d  J o s e p h  P o w e l l ,

J r .  ( D e m o c r a t ) ,  i n  w h ic h  B ro w n lo w 's  Whig was p l a y i n g  a  s o o n -

t o - b e  f a m i l i a r  r o l e  t o  t h e  h i l t .

H aynes ,  t o o ,  h a d  r e c e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  some c h a n g e s  

i n  h i s  l i f e .  He was  g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  c o l l e g e  i n  18 3 8 ,  s t u d i e d  

law  w i t h  T. A. R. N e l s o n ,  an d  was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  i n

1839.  I n  1840,  he  m a r r i e d  E l e a n o r  P o w e l l ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  

J o s e p h ,  J r . , an d  c h a n g e d  h i s  f o r m e r  Whig a l l e g i a n c e  t o  a

O
He b e g a n  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  Whig i n  

E l i z a b e t h t o n  i n  1839 ,  w h i c h  h ad  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r o u n d  two 
h u n d r e d .

^James  S i l k  Buchingham, The S l a v e  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,
2 v o l s .  (London,  1 8 4 2 ) ,  2 :2 4 6 -4 8 ^  a s  c i t e d  by Humphreys 
Brownlow, p p .  1 7 - 1 8 .
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D e m o c r a t i c  o n e .  The young  man may h a v e  b e e n  d o u b ly  a n x i o u s

t o  p r o v e  h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  new r o l e .  H a y n e s ,  t h e  a p o s t a t e

Whig, may a l s o  hav e  b e e n  d o u b ly  c u r s e d  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f

Brownlow, t h e  t r u e  Whig b e l i e v e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  some o f

t h e  P o w e l l s  h a d  e a r l i e r  t r i e d  t o  k i l l  h i m . ^  I n  March  o r

A p r i l  o f  1839,  H a y n e s ' s  f u t u r e  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  h ad  c a l l e d  a t

B row nlow 1s f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s  i r o n w o r k s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f

t h r a s h i n g  Brownlow f o r  some e d i t o r i a l  comments t h e  l a t t e r

h a d  made,  b u t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Brownlow, he  r e v e r s e d  t h e  r o l e s

a n d  gave  P o w e l l  a  t h r a s h i n g  w i t h  a  c l u b .  L a t e r  t h a t  day,

more  P o w e l l s  c a l l e d  a t  t h e  i r o n w o r k s , t h i s  t im e  w i t h

p i s t o l s ,  b u t  Brownlow m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  he a g a i n  p r e v a i l e d  and
11s h o t  one  o f  them  amid  a  s c e n e  o f  much c o n f u s i o n .  The 

P o w e l l s  w e re  B ro w n lo w 's  b i t t e r  p e r s o n a l  e n e m i e s ,  b u t  Brown­

low s p a r e d  Haynes  u n t i l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Brownlow,  Haynes  

d e n o u n c e d  h im  a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  l i a r  i n  C a r t e r  County  a n d  w r o t e

v e r s e s  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  e r s t w h i l e  P a r s o n  a s  a  c o n s o r t  o f  
12p r o s t i t u t e s .  Brownlow r e p l i e d  i n  k i n d ,  d e n o u n c i n g  Haynes

■^Brownlow h a d  b e e n  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f
H aynes  a n d  h a d  b e e n  a  g u e s t  i n  t h e i r  home, b u t ,  when Landon 
m a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  P o w e l l  f a m i l y  a n d  became a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r
p o l i t i c a l  b e h a l f ,  he  becam e,  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  B ro w n lo w 's  
b i t t e r  f o e .

■^Brownlow r e c o u n t s  t h e  e p i s o d e  i n  t h e  E l i z a b e t h t o n
T e n n e s s e e  W hig , 5 March 1840.  H aynes  h ad  b e e n  t e l l i n g  t h e
s t o r y  t o  make i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  P o w e l l s  h a d  g o t t e n  t h e  b e s t
o f  a  c o w a r d l y  Brownlow who h a d  s o u g h t  r e f u g e  b e h i n d  t h e
s k i r t s  o f  h i s  m o t h e r - i n - l a w .  A c t u a l l y ,  s h e  h ad  b r o k e n  up
t h e  f i g h t  a n d  made Brownlow come i n s i d e  t h e  h o u s e  b e c a u s e
h i s  w i f e  was p r e g n a n t  w i t h  h e r  s e c o n d  c h i l d .

^Ibid. , 27 February 1840.
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13as  " a  l i a r ,  a  puppy  and  a  s c o u n d r e l , "  b u t  h e  w r o t e

T. A. R. N e l s o n  t h a t  he  d i d  " n o t  w i s h  t o  f i g h t .

Two e v e n t s  seem t o  h a v e  c h a n g e d  h i s  m ind .  The f i r s t

was an  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t  made t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  2 M arch

1 8 4 0 . ^  Brownlow was a t  h i s  d e s k  a r o u n d  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  when

someone f i r e d  two s h o t s  i n t o  h i s  home and  n a r r o w l y  m i s s e d

him. He r e t u r n e d  t h e  f i r e  an d  gave  c h a s e  b u t  was u n a b l e  t o

c a t c h  h i s  a s s a i l a n t .  He s u s p e c t e d  Haynes  h a d  e i t h e r  done i t

o r  p r o c u r e d  i t  a n d  he b l a s t e d  h im  i n  t h e  n e x t  E l i z a b e t h t o n

T e n n e s s e e  Whig a s  t h e  " g r e a t e s t  c o w ard  i n  t h i s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l

D i s t r i c t .  . . . "  He c o n t i n u e d ,  "You p o o r ,  p i t i f u l ,

c o n t e m p t i b l e ,  l y i n g ,  s n e a k i n g  u p - s t a r t ,  and  c o w a r d ly  r a s c a l !

You o f f e r  p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  t o  me! You w o u ld  r a t h e r  s t i c k

y o u r  h e a d  i n  a  f o r g e - f i r e  t h a n  to  come i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  m e ."

The a r t i c l e  c l o s e d  w i t h  B ro w n lo w 's  p r o m i s i n g ,

"Enough f o r  a l l ,
Enough f o r  e a c h ,
Enough f o r  e v e r  m o re l "

Even a s  t h e  s h o t s  were  s t i l l  f i g u r a t i v e l y  r i n g i n g  i n  h i s

e a r s ,  Haynes  l a u n c h e d  an  a t t a c k  on B ro w n lo w 's  f a m i l y

13 I b i d .
14 Brownlow t o  N e l s o n ,  2 F e b r u a r y  1840 ,  c i t e d  i n  

Humphrey, B row nlow , p .  21 .
15 Humphrey, i n  Brow nlow , p .  21 ,  d a t e s  t h e  a t t a c k  t o  

9 March,  b u t  Brownlow f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  i n  t h e  
E l i z a b e t h t o n  T e n n e s s e e  Whig on 5 M arch .  C o u l t e r ,  i n  
Brownlow  ̂ {K JT, h a s  i t  on  2 March.

•^Elizabethton Tennessee Whig, 5 March 1840.
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a n t e c e d e n t s ,  a c c u s i n g  h im  o f  b e i n g  " low b r e d "  and  o f  " low 
17p a r e n t a g e . "  E. M er to n  C o u l t e r  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  Brownlow

i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  a s  an  i n s u l t  t o  h i s  m o t h e r  and  f o r t h w i t h
18p r e p a r e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  com ba t .

The i n s u l t  t o  h i s  m o th e r  may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  t h e

b r e a k i n g  p o i n t  f o r  h im,  b u t  Brownlow h ad  m o s t  l i k e l y  b u i l t  a

c o n v i n c i n g  c a s e  a g a i n s t  Haynes  i n  h i s  m ind .  Haynes  was t h e  
19" v i l e  t o o l "  o f  t h e  P o w e l l s  who h a d  once  o p e n l y  t r i e d  t o  do

him  p h y s i c a l  h a rm  and  now h ad  c o v e r t l y  t r i e d  to  k i l l  him.

Brownlow may h a v e  f e l t  t o w a r d  Haynes  i n  a  m anner  s i m i l a r  t o

J a c k s o n ' s  f e e l i n g s  to w a r d  D i c k i n s o n  o r  H o u s t o n ' s  t o w a r d

W h i t e - - t h e s e  u n d e r l i n g s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  b r o a d e r  c o n s p i r a c y  o f

t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  " e n e m y ,"  an d  s t r o n g  a c t i o n  m u s t  be  t a k e n

a g a i n s t  them.  He h a d  m e n t a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  no

a l t e r n a t i v e .

Brownlow a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  i n i t i a t e d  t h e

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  Haynes  w h ich  t o o k  p l a c e  14 May 1840 i n  
20J o n e s b o r o .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  v e r s i o n s  o f  e x a c t l y  w ha t  

h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t  b u t  t h e  v a r i a n t  d e t a i l s  do n o t  seem

17 I b i d . , 26 March 1840.
18 C o u l t e r ,  Brownlow, p .  3 9 .
19 E l i z a b e t h t o n  T e n n e s s e e  W h ig , 5 M arch  1840 .

20 I b i d . ,  20 May 1840.
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21s i g n i f i c a n t .  C o n cen su s  h a s  i t  t h a t  Brownlow was s e a t e d  

w i t h  some f r i e n d s  o n  th e  s i d e w a l k  when he n o t i c e d  H aynes  

w a l k i n g  up t h e  s t r e e t  a l o n e .  From a p p e a r a n c e s ,  Haynes  was 

unarm ed ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  was h o l d i n g  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  b e h i n d  h i s  

b a c k .  Brownlow a p p r o a c h e d  w i t h  h i s  p i s t o l  i n  h i s  r i g h t  

h a n d  and  h i s  sword c a n e  i n  h i s  l e f t .  He c a l l e d  to  H ay n es  t o  

r e t r a c t  h i s  s l a n d e r s  a b o u t  h i s  m o t h e r ,  b u t  H aynes  d i d  n o t  do 

s o .  At t h i s  moment on e  o f  t h r e e  t h i n g s  h a p p e n e d :  e i t h e r

Brownlow b e g a n  t o  c a n e  and p i s t o l - w h i p  H a y n e s ,  and H a y n e s  

r e s p o n d e d  b y  s h o o t i n g  Brownlow t h r o u g h  th e  t h i g h ;  o r  H aynes  

f i r e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  Brownlow t h e n  s e i z e d  h i m ;  o r  e v e r y ­

t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  B y s t a n d e r s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e
22j o u s t i n g  j o u r n a l i s t s  and t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  was o v e r .

T h e r e  were n o  l e g a l  a c t i o n s  t a k e n ,  a n d  p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n  g a v e  no e v i d e n c e  o f  o u t r a g e .  Brownlow r e c o r d e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  was some r e m o r s e ,  r e m o r s e  t h a t  he  had  n o t  been 

k i l l e d :

The re  p o s i t i v e l y  was g r e a t e r  r e j o i c i n g ,  i n  a l l  t h e  
L o c o fo c o  r a n k s  o f  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  
o u r  d e a t h  th a n  t h e r e  c o u l d  have  b e e n  i n  t h e  Church  o f

21 I b i d . ; V e r t o n  M. Q u e en e r ,  "The P r e - C i v i l  War 
P e r i o d  o f  t h e  L i f e  o f  W i l l i a m  G. Brownlow" (M.A. t h e s i s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  p p .  111-12;  
B e l l a m y ,  " H a y n e s , "  p p .  1 5 -1 8 ;  and N ancy  M a r l e n e  H a le y ,  " ' C r y  
A lo u d  and S p a r e  N o t ' : The F o r m a t i v e  Years  o f  B ro w n lo w 's
W h ig , 1 8 3 9 -1 8 4 1 "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  
K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  59 .

22 A c t u a l l y ,  Haynes d i d  n o t  become e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
T e n n e s s e e  S e n t i n e l  a t  J o n e s b o r o  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
f i g h t ,  a l t h o u g h  he h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s  co lu m n s  
p r e v i o u s l y .
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God on e a r t h ,  i n  E u ro p e  and  A m er ic a ,  upon h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  
d e a t h  an d  b u r i a l  o f  h i s  S a t a n i c  M a j e s t y ,  t h e  D e v i l ! 23

One u n u s u a l  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  f i g h t  i s  t h a t ,  u n l i k e

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o t h e r  s u c h  e v e n t s ,  t h e  Brownlow-Haynes

p s e u d o  d u e l  s e t t l e d  n o t h i n g .  The men c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  m u t u a l

a t t a c k s  w i t h o u t  c e a s i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  n e v e r  a g a i n  r e s o r t e d  t o

p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e .  When Haynes r a n  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n

1845, Brownlow a t t a c k e d  h im  as

. . . Landon C u l p r i t  H ay n es ,  a  s t e a l e r  o f  c o r n ,  s e l l e r  
o f  a  d i s e a s e d  ho g ,  c a m p - m e e t in g  c o n f e s s o r  t o  s l a n d e r ,  an  
a t t e m p t e d  a s s a s s i n ,  a  d r u n k a r d ,  o f  s h o o t i n g  Brownlow 
. . . and  a  l i a r  a b o u t  h i s  b o a r d  b i l l . 24

Haynes  l e t  i t  p a s s .  N e i t h e r  Brownlow n o r  Haynes  was

f i n i s h e d  b y  t h e  f i g h t ,  a n d  i t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  an  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t

on  t h e i r  l a t e r  c a r e e r s ;  t h e  p u b l i c  s e e m i n g l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e i r

b r a w l  a s  "o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s . "  The m i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e  c l a s h

b e tw e e n  F e l i x  Z o l l i c o f f e r  an d  J o h n  L e ak e  M a r l i n g  i n  1852 was

s i m i l a r l y  s h r u g g e d  o f f  by  t h e  p e o p l e .

F e l i z  K i r k  Z o l l i c o f f e r  was b o m  i n  Maury County ,

T e n n e s s e e ,  19 May 1712,  a s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n
25o f  Jo h n  J a c o b  and  M a r t h a  K i r k  Z o l l i c o f f e r .  H is  m o th e r

2 2E l i z a b e t h t o n  T e n n e s s e e  W hig , 27 May 1840.
0 /

Q uoted  i n  Q u e e n e r ,  "The P r e - C i v i l  War P e r i o d  o f  
B row nlow ,"  p .  92.

25 The o n l y  b o o k - l e n g t h  s t u d y  o f  Z o l l i c o f f e r ,  Raymond 
E. M yers ,  The Z o l l i e  T r e e  ( L o u i s v i l l e :  F i l s o n  C lub  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 4 ) ,  was n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  a  d e f i n i t i v e  s t u d y .  The 
i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  c o n s u l t  J am es  W. McKee, J r . ,  
" F e l i z  K. Z o l l i c o f f e r :  C o n f e d e r a t e  D e f e n d e r  o f  E a s t
T e n n e s s e e  ( P a r t s  I  a n d  I I ) , "  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ’ s P u b l i c a t i o n s  43 ,  44 (1971 ,  1 9 7 2 ) : 3 4 - 5 9 ,  1 7 -4 0 ;  Edd 
W i n f i e l d  P a r k s , " Z o l l i c o f f e r : S o u t h e r n  W h ig ,"  T e n n e s s e e
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d i e d  when h e  was t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d ,  and  h i s  f a t h e r  r e m a r r i e d

a n d  had  t h r e e  more c h i l d r e n .  The Z o l l i c o f f e r  f a m i l y  was a

p r o s p e r o u s  one by l o c a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  and  by  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

s t a n d a r d s  t h e y  h a d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  h a v i n g  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  S w iss

a r i s t o c r a c y .  L i t t l e  i s  known o f  F e l i x ' s  e a r l y  l i f e  e x c e p t

t h a t  he was  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  o l d - f i e l d  s c h o o l s  a n d  a t t e n d e d

J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  i n  C o lum bia  f o r  o n e  y e a r  w h i c h  was enough

s c h o o l i n g  f o r  h im  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  an " e d u c a t e d  p e r s o n . "

I n  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e ,  Z o l l i c o f f e r ' s c a r e e r  a lw a y s

r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  j o u r n a l i s m ,  p o l i t i c s ,  an d  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

He s e r v e d  v a r i o u s l y  as  a  p r i n t e r ,  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e ,  s t a t e

c o m p t r o l l e r ,  e d i t o r ,  s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  and  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
7  fiC o n g re s sm an .  H is  power i n  t h e  Whig P a r t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  

g rew  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  h i s  r i s i n g  e d i t o r i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

I n  1842, h e  was b r o u g h t  f ro m  C o lu m b ia ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  t o  

N a s h v i l l e  a s  a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  B a n n e r  t o  

h e l p  James  C. " L e a n  Jimmy" J o n e s  d e f e a t  t h e  in c u m b e n t  

D e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n o r ,  Jam es  K. P o l k .  The Whigs p r e v a i l e d ,  

a n d  Z o l l i c o f f e r  became known as  a  "K ingm aker"  i n  t h e

H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  11 (December  1 9 5 2 ) : 3 4 6 - 5 5 ,  D i c t i o n a r y  
o f  A m er ic an  B i o g r a p h y , s . v .  " Z o l l i c o f f e r ,  F e l i x  K i r k , " 
idem ;  an d  two w o rk s  by Jam es  C. S t a m p e r ,  " F e l i x  K i r k  
Z o l l i c o f f e r :  T e n n e s s e e  E d i t o r ,  P o l i t i c i a n ,  an d  S o l d i e r "
( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  K n o x v i l l e ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  
a n d  " F e l i x  K. Z o l l i c o f f e r :  T e n n e s s e e  E d i t o r  and
P o l i t i c i a n , "  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  28 ( W i n te r  
1 9 6 9 ) : 3 5 6 - 7 6 .

^Stamper, "Zollicoffer," p. 356.
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27p a r t y .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e  was t r y i n g  t o  e l e v a t e  G e n e r a l  

W i n f i e l d  S c o t t  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  and  r a n  a f o u l  o f  J o h n  L. 

M a r l i n g .

M a r l i n g  was t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  Z o l l i c o f f e r ' s j u n i o r ,
2g

h a v i n g  b e e n  b o r n  22 December 1825 i n  N a s h v i l l e .  M a r l i n g ' s  

f a m i l y  h a d  n e i t h e r  w e a l t h  n o r  p o s i t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  one s o u r c e ,  he  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  h i s  m o t h e r  a  g i f t  f o r  

w r i t i n g .  He seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  p r i m a r i l y  a  s e l f - e d u c a t e d  

p e r s o n ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  r e a d  l a w  w i t h  A. 0 .  P .  N i c h o l s o n  and  

was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  b a r .  He b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  

j o u r n a l i s m  w i t h  t h e  Whig N a s h v i l l e  D a i l y  G a z e t t e  i n  J u l y

1850,  an d  h i s  o u t s p o k e n  e d i t o r i a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e

s e c e s s i o n i s t  t a l k  a t  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  C o n v e n t i o n  was s t r o n g

enough  t o  l e a d  D o n a ld  D a v id s o n  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an
29e f f o r t  made t o  b a r  h im  f rom  a t t e n d i n g  t h e i r  s e s s i o n s .  I n

1851,  he  p u r c h a s e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r o n g l y - D e m o c r a t i c  N a s h v i l l e
30D a i l y  Union  and  became i t s  e d i t o r ;  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  h e  an d  

t h e  p a p e r  w ere  s u p p o r t i n g  F r a n k l i n  P i e r c e  f o r  t h e  

p r e s i d e n c y .

^ ^ P a r k s ,  " Z o l l i c o f f e r , "  p .  347;  McKee, " Z o l l i c o f f e r , "
p .  38 .

28N a t i o n a l  C y c l o p e d i a  o f  A m e r ic an  B i o g r a p h y ,
" M a r l i n g ,  Jo'hn Le 'ake , Tr T 3 7 Z 7 2 -T 3 .-----------------------

29 D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A m er ic an  B i o g r a p h y , s . v .  " M a r l i n g ,  
J o h n  L e a k e , "  by D o n a ld  D a v id s o n .

30 S t .  G eorge  L. S i o u s s a t ,  i n  " T e n n e s s e e ,  t h e  Compro­
m i s e  o f  1850,  and  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  C o n v e n t i o n , "  T e n n e s s e e  
H i s t o r i c a l  M agaz ine  4 (December 1 9 1 8 ) : 2 3 5 - 3 9 ,  g i v e s  a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e v a r i o u s  N a s h v i l l e  n e w s p a p e r s  and  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c s .
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The p s e u d o  d u e l  b e tw e e n  Z o l l i c o f f e r  and  M a r l i n g

o s t e n s i b l y  r e s u l t e d  f ro m  an e x c h a n g e  o f  e d i t o r i a l  b a r b s

a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t e s t ,  b u t  t h e r e  seems t o

h a v e  b ee n  m ore  t o  i t .  F iv e  m onths  b e f o r e  t h e y  f o u g h t ,

Z o l l i c o f f e r  showed t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  a lw a y s  t a k e  c r i t i c i s m  i n

s t r i d e  when Reece  B. B r a b s o n ,  a  member o f  t h e  s t a t e

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  made comments  on t h e  f l o o r  d e p r e c a t i n g  t h e

f o u r t h  e s t a t e .  Z o l l i c o f f e r  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  
31a f f r o n t  a n d  met  B r a b s o n  n e a r  t h e  C i t y  H o t e l .  Z o l l i c o f f e r

t o l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  t h a t  he was no g e n t l e m a n ;  a n d  B ra b s o n

s l a p p e d  h im ,  w h e re u p o n  t h e  e d i t o r  drew a  p i s t o l  an d  m ig h t

h a v e  k i l l e d  B ra b s o n  h a d  n o t  h i s  a im  b e e n  r u i n e d  by  a
32j o s t l i n g  b y s t a n d e r .  The y e a r  was t o  h o l d  more f r u s t r a ­

t i o n s  f o r  Z o l l i c o f f e r .

He w e n t  t o  t h e  Whig C o n v e n t i o n  i n  B a l t i m o r e  as  a  

member o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  d e l e g a t i o n  w h ere  h e  was d e t e r m i n e d  

t o  g e t  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  M i l l a r d  F i l l m o r e  o r  a n o t h e r  man 

f a v o r i n g  t h e  Compromise o f  1850.  F r u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e s e

e f f o r t s ,  Z o l l i c o f f e r  d i d  a g r e e ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  p a r t y  u n i t y ,
33t o  s u p p o r t  G e n e r a l  W i n f i e l d  S c o t t .  Any r e s e r v a t i o n s  h e  

may hav e  h a d  a b o u t  S c o t t  w ere  k e p t  p r i v a t e ,  and  t h e  B an n e r  

was f u l l - t h r o a t e d  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  h i s  c a n d i d a c y .

31 B r a b s o n  h a d  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  Z o l l i c o f f e r  by  name.
32 C h a t t a n o o g a  G a z e t t e ,  n . d . ,  c i t e d  by t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

B a n n e r  and  N a s h v i l l e  W hig , 13 March 1852.

"^Stamper, "Zollicoffer," p. 363.
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Z o l l i c o f f e r  and  M a r l i n g  may h av e  b e e n  s p a r r i n g  on 

a n o t h e r  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  t h e y  to o k  t h e i r  g l o v e s  o f f  i n  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  b o u t .  I n  f a c t ,  Z o l l i c o f f e r 1s p r i n c i p a l  

b i o g r a p h e r  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e i r  f i g h t  was c a u s e d  by  t h e  

d i s p u t e  o v e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a  p r o p o s e d  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  

C u m b er lan d .  Z o l l i c o f f e r  h a d  b e e n  a d v o c a t i n g  a  b r i d g e  a t  

t h e  P u b l i c  S q u a r e ,  b u t  M a r l i n g  f a v o r e d  i t  a t  a n o t h e r
3  /

l o c a t i o n  and  h a d  a c c u s e d  Z o l l i c o f f e r  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .

Z o l l i c o f f e r ' s s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r  may h a v e  b ee n

a r o u s e d  by  t h e s e  a c c u s a t i o n s  w h ic h  may h av e  s e r v e d  a s  an
35i n t e r m e d i a t e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p s e u d o  d u e l .

The d i r e c t  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f i g h t  was t h e  r h e t o r i c  

o c c a s i o n e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t e s t  and ,  more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  Z o l l i c o f f e r  and  

M a r l i n g 1s e d i t o r i a l  d u e l  f ro m  p o l i t i c a l  a t t a c k s  t o  p e r s o n a l  

o n e s .  Two w eeks  b e f o r e  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  Z o l l i c o f f e r  c a u t i o n e d

Q /
An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  d o e s  n o t  

s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  s t o r y ;  h o w ev e r ,  i t  i s  g i v e n  i n  M yers ,
Z o l l i e  T r e e , p .  24; " G e n e r a l  F e l i x  K i r k  Z o l l i c o f f e r ,  H is  
F i r s t  a n d  L a s t  B a t t l e - - C o r r e c t  S t o r y  o f  h i s  D e a th  a n d  His  
Duel  w i t h  M a r l i n g , "  N a s h v i l l e  B a n n e r , 5 March 1910,  c l i p p i n g  
i n  t h e  B e t t i e  M. D o n e l s o n  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA; 
and  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  A m e r i c a n , 23 May 1900.

35 Z o l l i c o f f e r  i s  q u o t e d  i n  h i s  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ' s  book 
a s  h a v i n g  on ce  t o l d  h i s  w i f e  t h a t  " w i t h o u t  h o n o r  my l i f e  
w ould  b e  v a l u e l e s s  t o  my f a m i l y  a n d  m y s e l f .  . . . "  O c t a v i a
Z o l l i c o f f e r  Bond,  The F a m i ly  C h r o n i c l e  and  K i n s h i p  Book o f  
M a c l i n ,  C l a c k ,  C o c k e , C a r t e r ,  T a y l o r ,  C r o s s ,  Gordon a n d  
O th e r  R e l a t e d  A m er ican  L i n e a g e s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  M cDanie l
P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  pT 376 .  Bond a l s o  r e c o r d s  t h a t ,  when 
Z o l l i c o f f e r 1s w i f e  was t o l d  t h a t  he  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  a 
c h a l l e n g e ,  s h e  r e s p o n d e d ,  "D id  he  a c c e p t  i t ?  B ec au se  i f  
he d i d n ' t ,  I  w i l l . "
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M a r l i n g  f o r  b e i n g  u n m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  " p r o p r i e t i e s  o f  good

n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  . . . , "  by  p e r m i t t i n g  p e r s o n a l
36a t t a c k s  o n  him t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  U n i o n . A l t h o u g h  i t  was

o p e n  s e a s o n  on t h e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  e d i t o r s  s h o u l d  n o t  i n s u l t

o n e  a n o t h e r .  On 17 A u g u s t ,  M a r l i n g  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d s

o f  G e n e r a l  S c o t t  r e p r e s e n t e d  " t h e  d a r k e s t  an d  m o s t

d i s r e p u t a b l e  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s

c o u n t r y .  We h a v e  n e v e r  known so much down r i g h t  d i s h o n e s t y
37t o  e n t e r  a  p o l i t i c a l  c a n v a s s  b e f o r e . "  The n e x t  day ,  t h e

Ban n e r  was  a c c u s e d  o f  f e e d i n g  " b l a r n e y "  t o  i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s .

The a t m o s p h e r e  was c h a r g e d  enough  t h a t  a t h i r d  p a p e r

e d i t o r i a l i z e d  on 19 A u g u s t  a g a i n s t  some e d i t o r s  "who e i t h e r

p resum e  t h a t  a p o l i t i c a l  cam paign  c a n n o t  b e  waged  w i t h o u t  a

r e s o r t  t o  i n s i n u a t i o n s  o r  d e c l a r a t i o n s  p e r s o n a l l y  o f f e n s i v e

t o  t h e i r  e d i t o r i a l  o p p o n e n t s  o r  e l s e  a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e
38. . . a m e n i t i e s  o f  l i f e . "  On t h a t  same day ,  Z o l l i c o f f e r

w r o t e  s o m e . c o o l - h e a d e d  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  U n i o n : "We a r e  l o t h

t o  c o n s t r u e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o r  d i s c o u r t e o u s l y ;  b u t  

we t h i n k  i f  he d o e s  n o t  mean to  p r o v o k e  u n f r i e n d l y

O
R e p u b l i c a n  B a n n e r  and  N a s h v i l l e  Whig, 5 A u g u s t

1852.

^ ^ N a s h v i l l e  U n i o n , 17 A u g u s t  1852 .

~^D a i l y  N a s h v i l l e  True  W h ig , 19 A u g u s t  1852 .  The 
Whig was d i r e c t i n g  i t s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  a t  a  D e m o c r a t i c  p a p e r  
i n  G a l l a t i n .
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r e l a t i o n s ,  h e  o u g h t  t o  be m ore  c a r e f u l  i n  a b s t a i n i n g  f ro m
39s u c h  e x p r e s s i o n s . "  But c o o l e r  h e a d s  were  n o t  t o  p r e v a i l .

The u n q u e s t i o n e d  d i r e c t  c a u s e  o f  t h e  f i g h t  was  an 

e d i t o r i a l  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  U n ion  F r i d a y  m o rn in g ,  20 

A u g u s t  1852,  i n  w h ic h  M a r l i n g  w a n te d  " t o  s a y  a  p l a i n  w ord  o r  

two t o  t h e  B a n n e r . " M a r l i n g  d e f e n d e d  h i s  p o l i c i e s  by  

a t t a c k i n g  Z o l l i c o f f e r ' s as  " m o s t  r e c k l e s s  a n d  u n s c r u p u l o u s  

. . . [and o f ]  b e l i e i n g  G e n e r a l  P i e r c e .  We u s e  t h e  w o rd  i n

a l l  i t s  l e n g t h  and b r e a d t h .  I t  i s  a  s h a m e l e s s  m i s r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n . "  T h e r e  was no  m i s t a k i n g  M a r l i n g ' s  m e a n in g  when he  

c o n t i n u e d ,  "We sa y ,  i f  t h i s  c o u r s e  i s  t o  be p e r s i s t e d  i n  

. . . by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s ,  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  a p o l i t i c a l

e d i t o r ,  h i t h e r t o  h o n o r a b l e ,  w i l l  become d i s g r a c e f u l  i n  t h e  

e y e s  o f  a l l  h o n e s t  m e n . " ^

Z o l l i c o f f e r  r e a d  t h e  a r t i c l e  and  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was 

" u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  i n t e n d e d  to  b e  p e r s o n a l l y  i n s u l t i n g  t o  [me] .

. . . He r e s p o n d e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b y  s e n d i n g  a  f r i e n d  to

M a r l i n g 1s o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  m e ss a g e  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t im e  t h e y
4-2met h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  den o u n ce  h im .  M a r l i n g 1 s r e p l y  was

39R e p u b l i c a n  Banner  a n d  N a s h v i l l e  W hig ,  19 A u g u s t
1852 .

^ N a s h v i l l e  U n i o n , 20 A u g u s t  1852.

^ R e p u b l i c a n  B anner  a n d  N a s h v i l l e  W hig ,  24 A u g u s t
1852 .

42 T h e r e  a r e  no d i s a g r e e m e n t s  among t h e  v a r i o u s  
n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  
Z o l l i c o f f e r ' s w i f e  m o lded  t h e  b u l l e t s  f o r  h i s  p i s t o l  on  h e r  
n u r s e r y  h e a r t h  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a p o c r y p h a l  
s i n c e  t h e  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  c a u s e d  t h e  s h o o t i n g  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r
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e q u a l l y  q u i c k - - h e  was  r e a d y .  Z o l l i c o f f e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  

b y  w a l k i n g  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  B an n e r  o f f i c e  on D e a d r i c k  t o  th e  

c o r n e r  o f  C h e r ry  a n d  C ed a r  (now F o u r t h  an d  C h a r l o t t e )  a c r o s s  

f ro m  t h e  U n i o n ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  w a i t i n g  f o r  M a r l i n g  t o  come o u t .  

He d i d  a n d  was d u l y  d e n o u n c e d .  B o th  men w e r e  armed and ,  

e v i d e n t l y ,  p r e p a r e d  t o  k i l l  o r  be k i l l e d .  M a r l i n g  f i r e d  

f i r s t  b u t  m i s s e d  a n d ,  when Z o l l i c o f f e r  t r i e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  

v o l l e y ,  h i s  p i s t o l  p a r t i a l l y  m i s f i r e d .  W h i l e  he was  g e t t i n g  

a n o t h e r  p e r c u s s i o n  cap  o u t  o f  h i s  p o c k e t ,  M a r l i n g  f i r e d  

a g a i n  an d  i n f l i c t e d  a  f l e s h  wound o n  two f i n g e r s  o f  

Z o l l i c o f f e r ' s r i g h t  h a n d .  Z o l l i c o f f e r  t h e n  c a lm ly  t o o k  h i s  

s h o t  h i t t i n g  M a r l i n g  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  h i s  f a c e  ab o v e  t h e  

n o s e .  The b a l l  p a s s e d  on t h r o u g h  t h e  ch ee k b o n e  an d  lo d g e d  

i n  t h e  m u s c l e s  o f  h i s  n e c k .  T h e re  w ere  some a n x i o u s  days o f  

c o n c e r n  a b o u t  M a r l i n g ' s  i n j u r y ,  b u t  h e  was b a c k  a t  h i s  desk  

a f t e r  t h r e e  months  o f  r e c u p e r a t i o n .

The r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s  t o  th e  i n c i d e n t  was  

c u r i o u s l y  b e n i g n .  The T ru e  Whig a n d  th e  G a z e t t e  g a v e  b r i e f  

m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  r e p o r t s  t h e  n e x t  day and  n o t e d  t h a t  " t h e  

e n c o u n t e r  was o c c a s i o n e d  b y  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  g ro w in g
/ Q

o u t  o f  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s . "  I n  t h e  B a n n e r , f o u r  days  a f t e r

u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  day .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  on t h e  day  o f  t h e  
s h o o t i n g  Z o l l i c o f f e r  seemed t o  be t r y i n g  t o  t e r m i n a t e  th e  
q u a r r e l  w hen  he w r o t e  t h a t  "we d ro p  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  d e s p a i r i n g  
o f  i n d u c i n g  o u r  n e i g h b o r  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  e r r o r  he h a s  f a l l e n  
i n t o . "  R e p u b l i c a n  B a n n e r  a n d  N a s h v i l l e  W h ig , 20 A u g u s t  1852.

43 N a s h v i l l e  G a z e t t e ; D a i l y  N a s h v i l l e  True W h i g , 21 
A u g u s t  1852"!
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t h e  " r e c o n t r e , "  Z o l l i c o f f e r  a c k n o w le d g e d  t h a t  i t  h ad

h a p p e n e d ,  r e p o r t e d  t h e  f a c t s ,  a n d  w i s h e d  M a r l i n g  a  s p e e d y  
44r e c o v e r y .  M a r l i n g  s p a p e r ,  t h e  U n i o n , r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e

" u n f o r t u n a t e  a f f r a y "  a n d  d e f e n d e d  i t s  e d i t o r  a s  a  man who

h ad  no c h o i c e  i n  a r e g r e t t a b l e  s i t u a t i o n .  He c o n t i n u e d :

The o c c u r r e n c e  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  l i k e  t h i s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  
u n f o r t u n a t e .  But t h e y  a r e  so m e t im e s  u n a v o i d a b l e .  No 
man i s  w o r t h y  to  c o n d u c t  a  p a p e r  who i s  n o t  r e a d y  t o  
m e e t  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Union 
a r e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  s u c h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  a lw a y s  be  
met  h e r e .  R eg a rd  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  p e a c e  w o u ld  c a u s e  t h e  
E d i t o r  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r  . . .  t o  p r e f e r  a  more q u i e t  
mode o f  a d j u s t m e n t ,  b u t  when f o r c e d  upon  them  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  s t r e e t s  , . . t h e y  h a v e  no o p t i o n  b u t  t o  m ee t
them  t h e r e ,  and l e a v e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  p a s s  t h e i r  own 
j u d g m e n t . 4-5

T h i s  e d i t o r i a l  comment w a r r a n t s  v e r y  s e r i o u s  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  s a y s  t h a t  r e s p e c t a b l e  men s h o u l d  n e v e r  

c h o o s e  t o  f i g h t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  t h e r e  

i s  no c h o i c e .  I f  a  man i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  h o n o r  and  

s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  community ,  t h e n  he  m us t  f i g h t  a n d  " l e a v e  t h e  

p u b l i c  t o  p a s s  t h e i r  own j u d g m e n t . "  T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  

f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  a c u r i o u s  t w i s t  b e c a u s e  i t  

p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n h i b i t e r  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  

i s  t h e  f e a r  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  and  i n  c a s e s  l i k e  t h i s  t h e  f e a r  

o f  p u n i s h m e n t  ( l o s s  o f  s t a t u s )  a p p e a r s  t o  be  g r e a t e r  i f  one 

does  n o t  f i g h t  t h a n  i f  o n e  d o e s .  More w i l l  be  made o f  t h i s  

p o i n t  l a t e r .  W h a te v e r  may h a v e  d r i v e n  t h e  men t o  s h o o t  i t

^ R e p u b l i c a n  B a n n e r  an d  N a s h v i l l e  W hig , 24 A u g u s t
1852.

^ Nashville Union, 21 August 1852.
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o u t  i n  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  s t r e e t s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t

r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  c e n s u r e  f o r  h a v i n g  done i t .  As n o t e d ,  t h e

p r e s s  more o r  l e s s  a c c e p t e d  i t  a s  a  f a c t  o f  l i f e ,  no

c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e re  b r o u g h t ,  an d ,  s t i l l  more

i l l u m i n a t i n g ,  Z o l l i c o f f e r  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  a n d  was t w i c e

r e e l e c t e d .  He e n d e d  h i s  c a r e e r  a n d  l i f e  a s  a  b r i g a d i e r

g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Army. M a r l i n g  c o n t i n u e d  a s  an

e d i t o r  an d  was a p p o i n t e d  by P r e s i d e n t  P i e r c e  i n  1854 as
46U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r  R e s i d e n t  t o  G u a te m a la .

The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  t o w a r d  h o n o r a b l e  

g e n t l e m a n l y  combat  c h a n g e d  when A l l e n  A. H a l l ,  e d i t o r  o f  

t h e  N a s h v i l l e  D a i l y  News, k i l l e d  George  G i lm e r  P o i n d e x t e r ,  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  U nion  and  A m e r i c a n , on 18 November 

1859.  As w i t h  t h e  Z o l l i c o f f e r - M a r l i n g  a f f a i r ,  t h i s  one 

a r o s e  d u r i n g  a  h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d  p o l i t i c a l  cam p a ig n  when t h e  

j o u r n a l i s t s  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  e d i t o r i a l  s h o t s  a t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  

b u t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e re  f i e r c e  n e w sp ap e rm en ,  t h e y  o t h e r w i s e  

seem u n l i k e l y  c o m b a t a n t s .  H a l l  was g r a y - h a i r e d ,  f i f t y - s e v e n  

y e a r s  o l d ,  and  q u i t e  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  f i r e a r m s ;  an d  

P o i n d e x t e r  was d i m i n u t i v e ,  s i c k l y ,  and  v e r y  n e a r s i g h t e d .

Y e t ,  on a  r a i n y  d a y ,  a s  P o i n d e x t e r  was q u i c k l y  s t r i d i n g

^ M y e r s ,  Z o l l i e  T r e e , p .  26 .  The Z o l l i c o f f e r -  
M a r l i n g  q u a r r e l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f  P o i n d e x t e r - H a l l  and  
C o o p e r -C arm ack ,  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Hugh W a lk e r ,  T e n n e s s e e  
T a l e s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  A u r o r a  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  pp-! 1 9 7 -2 0 3 ;  
a l s o ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t y p e s c r i p t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  q u a r r e l s  i n  
t h e  W i l l i a m  Henry  McRaven P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.
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t o w a r d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  News, H a l l ,  a man whom he  h a d  n e v e r

m e t ,  s h o t  h im  w i t h  a  d o u b l e - b a r r e l e d  s h o t g u n  l o a d e d  w i t h

s i n g l e  0 b u c k s h o t  a n d  p l e a d e d  s e l f - d e f e n s e .

George  G. P o i n d e x t e r  was b o r n  30 November 1829 i n

L o u i s a  C o u n ty ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  was t h e  y o u n g e s t  son  o f  h i s
47m o t h e r ,  who d i e d  w h i l e  he was s t i l l  an i n f a n t ,  a n d  h i s

f a t h e r ,  who moved t h e  f a m i l y  to  K e n tu c k y  f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e .

A f t e r  w a n d e r i n g ,  he  moved t o  T e n n e s s e e  w h e re  he d i e d  w h i l e

G eo rg e  was s t i l l  y o u n g .  G eorge  was t h e n  r e a r e d  i n  h i s

s i s t e r ' s  home i n  W eakley  C o u n ty .  He was a  good s t u d e n t ,

e v e n  a  s c h o l a r ,  a n d  was a d m i t t e d  a s  a  sophomore  t o  Bowdoin

C o l l e g e  i n  Maine when he was  s e v e n t e e n .  He g r a d u a t e d  i n

1850 an d  r e t u r n e d  t o  T e n n e s s e e  w h e r e  he t a u g h t  s c h o o l  and

s t u d i e d  law  a t  Cum ber land  Law C o l l e g e  i n  Lebanon  a n d  was
48g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  t h e r e  i n  1 8 5 3 .  A f t e r  p r a c t i c i n g  l a w ,  he 

was a p p o i n t e d  C h i e f  C l e r k  o f  th e  P o s t  O f f i c e  i n  185 7 .  I n  

t h e  summer o f  1858,  he  p u r c h a s e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  Union 

a n d  A m e r ic an  and  became i t s  p r i n c i p a l  e d i t o r .  He was a  

p r o n o u n c e d  D e m o c ra t ,  and o n e  p a p e r  w r o t e  o f  h im  t h a t  "by  h i s  

e a r n e s t  e f f o r t s ,  h i s  f o r c i b l e  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  s k i l l  a s  a

^ T h e  Memphis A p p e a l , n . d .  , c i t e d  b y  N a s h v i l l e  Union 
an d  A m e r i c a n , 26 November 1859 ,  h a s  a  s k e t c h  o f  h i s  l i f e .

48 Some s o u r c e s  s a y  h e  g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  D ar tm o u th  
C o l l e g e ,  b u t  a l e t t e r  o f  t r i b u t e  f ro m  a c l a s s m a t e  o f  Bowdoin 
C o l l e g e  m e n t i o n e d  h im  as  a  member o f  t h e i r  c l a s s  o f  1850 .  
N a s h v i l l e  U nion  an d  A m e r ic a n ,  16 December  1859 .
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c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  p e r h a p s  more t h a n  any o t h e r
49e d i t o r  i n  T e n n e s s e e  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p a r t y . "

A lm o s t  n o t h i n g  i s  known o f  A l l e n  A. H a l l ' s  e a r l y  

y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  he  was b o r n  a r o u n d  1 8 0 2 ,  was a  n a t i v e  o f  

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  an d  moved t o  N a s h v i l l e  i n  1824 o r  1825 w h e re  

he  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  b u s i n e s s  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  

R e p u b l i c a n  and  S t a t e  G a z e t t e . H e  was a  Whig a n d ,  f o r  

t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  a p o l i t i c a l  a l l y  o f  John  B e l l ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f

t h a t  p a r t y  i n  T e n n e s s e e  who r e w a r d e d  h im  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  w i t h
. . 51g o v e rn m e n t  p o s i t i o n s .

A lm o s t  two d e c a d e s  b e f o r e  h i s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  

P o i n d e x t e r ,  H a l l  h a d  e n g a g e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  c o n t e s t  o f  

p e r s o n a l  v i t u p e r a t i o n  w i t h  one o f  P o i n d e x t e r ' s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  

a t  t h e  U n i o n , J e r e m i a h  George  H a r r i s . T h e i r  f e e l i n g s  g rew  

so b i t t e r  t h a t  H a r r i s  d e s c r i b e d  H a l l  a s ,  " t h e  l o a t h s o m e
52l i t t l e  c r e e p i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  d a b b l e s  i n  t h e  f i l t h .  . . . "

4.9 The D e m o c r a t , 19 November 185 9 ,  c i t e d  b y  t h e  
N a s h v i l l e  Union  an d  A m e r i c a n , 22 November 1859.

^ J a m e s  T. H o r t o n ,  J r . ,  "The E v o l u t i o n  o f  a  Whig 
E d i t o r  i n  T e n n e s s e e :  A l l e n  A. H a l l "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,
V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  2.  T h i s  s t u d y  c a r r i e s  
H a l l ' s  l i f e  t o  1840 a n d  does  n o t  m e n t i o n  t h e  d u e l  w i t h  
P o i n d e x t e r .

■ ^ I b i d . , p .  3; Thomas P e r k i n s  A b e r n a t h y ,  "The O r i g i n  
o f  t h e  Whig P a r t y  i n  T e n n e s s e e , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  R e v ie w , 12 (March 1 9 2 6 ) : 5 0 6 ;  a n d  Norman L. P a r k s ,  
"The C a r e e r  o f  Jo h n  B e l l  o f  T e n n e s s e e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  V a n d e r b i l t  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 4 2 ) ,  p .  56 .

52 N a s h v i l l e  U n io n ,  24 J u l y  1839,  q u o t e d  i n  H o r t o n ,  
" H a i i , "  P.~mr-----------
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I n  a  p r e v i e w  o f  t h i n g s  t o  come, H a l l  p i c t u r e d  H a r r i s  a s  a

s y m p a t h i z e r  w i t h  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a n d  dug up  o l d  s t o r i e s

H a r r i s  h a d  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  G a z e t t e  i n  New
53B e d f o r d  t h a t  i m p l i c a t e d  h im  a s  s u c h .  L a t e r ,  P o i n d e x t e r

w o u ld  do t h e  same t h i n g  t o  H a l l ,  w i t h  f a t a l  r e s u l t s .

The " B l a c k  R e p u b l i c a n s "  w e re  a n a th e m a  i n  m i d d l e

T e n n e s s e e  i n  1859 an d  b e i n g  t a r r e d  w i t h  t h e  b r u s h  o f

a b o l i t i o n i s m  was a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r .  At  a  t im e  w hen  H a l l

a n d  t h e  News w e re  d e f e n d i n g  Jo h n  B e l l ' s  p o s i t i o n  on s l a v e r y ,

P o i n d e x t e r  a n d  t h e  Union  A m er ican  c h a r g e d  th e m  w i t h  f a v o r i n g

a b o l i t i o n i s m .  They a p p l i e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t r o k e  t o  H a l l  10

November 1859 b y  r e p r o d u c i n g  p a r t  o f  an  a r t i c l e  w h ic h  had
54a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  H a l l - e d i t e d  R e p u b l i c a n  i n  1 8 3 4 .  The  l a s t  

t h r e e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  w e re  o m i t t e d  and  t h i s  made i t  

a p p e a r  a s  i f  t h e  p a p e r  w ere  s u p p o r t i n g  an a b o l i t i o n i s t  

amendment t o  T e n n e s s e e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t  

was n o t  e x a c t l y  d o i n g .  P o i n d e x t e r  n o t e d  t h a t  H a l l  w as  o u t  

o f  town when t h e  a r t i c l e  was r u n  b u t  condemned him f o r  n o t  

d i s a v o w i n g  i t  l a t e r .  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  H a l l  was  a c c u s e d  o f  

h a v i n g  h a d  a  l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  "men s u c h  a s  Seward  and
C C

G r e e l e y "  a n d  o f  h a v i n g  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .

H a l l  t o o k  no n o t i c e  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  f o r  a l m o s t  a  week, 

t h e n  on 16 November  he  r e s p o n d e d ,  "The  Union a n d  A m er ica n

■ ^ H o r to n ,  " H a l l , "  p p .  1 1 0 -1 1 .

^ N a s h v i l l e  Union a n d  A m e r i c a n , 10 November 1 8 5 9 .  

■ ^ I b i d .  , 12 November 1859.
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i s  a t  i t s  o ld  t r i c k  o f  g a r b l i n g - -  . . . f o r  t h e  u n w o r th y

p u r p o s e  o f  p e r v e r t i n g  t h e  words a n d  m ean in g  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  
56o p p o n e n t . "  The a r t i c l e  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  f u l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n e d

s t o r y  a n d  t o l d  o f  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  a b s e n c e  f r o m  town, t h e n

c l o s e d  b y  a c c u s i n g  th e  U n io n  and A m er ican  o f  s u p p r e s s i n g

a n d  o b f u s c a t i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  P o i n d e x t e r  w r o t e  th e  n e x t  day,

The c h a r g e s  a n d  i n s i n u a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p a p e r ,  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  l e a d i n g  e d i t o r i a l  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  News 
y e s t e r d a y ,  a r e  u t t e r l y  d e s t i t u t e  o f  t r u t h .  We c a n n o t  
c o n s e n t  to  c a r r y  on a  n e w s p a p e r  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h  an 
e d i t o r  who u t t e r s  c a l u m n i e s  a g a i n s t  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
t r u s t i n g  to  t h e  s u p p o s e d  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a g e  t o  s h i e l d  
him f ro m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 5 /

H i s  f u l m i n a t i o n s  e l i c i t e d  a n  e d i t o r i a l  r e s p o n s e  f ro m  

H a l l  an d  a  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k  from H a l l ' s  s o n ,  John .  As 

P o i n d e x t e r  was o n  h i s  way t o  b r e a k f a s t  on 17 November,  t h e  

y o u n g e r  H a l l  a p p r o a c h e d ,  a s k i n g  i f  he w ere  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  

a b o v e  q u o t e d  a r t i c l e  and ,  when P o i n d e x t e r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he 

w a s ,  H a l l  c a l l e d  h im  a "damned r a s c a l  [o r  "damned
C O

s c o u n d r e l " ] . T h e y  "came i n t o  c o l l i s i o n "  a n d  w e re  

s e p a r a t e d  by a t h i r d  p a r t y .  As H a l l  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  

d e n u n c i a t i o n s ,  P o i n d e x t e r  t o l d  h i m ,  " I  n e v e r  bandy e p i t h e t s .  

I  w i l l  g i v e  you a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h e r e  we c a n  s e t t l e  t h i s  

m a t t e r  f r e e  f rom i n t e r r u p t i o n . "  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  men

^ N a s h v i l l e  D a i l y  News, 16 November 1859.

~^N a s h v i l l e  Union and  A m e r i c a n , 17 November 1859.
5 8The o n l y  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  d u r in g  t h e  c o u r t r o o m  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  A l l e n  H a l l .  
N a s h v i l l e  Union a n d  A m er ican ,  1 December 1 8 5 9 .
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e x c h a n g e d  s e v e r a l  t h r e a t e n i n g  n o t e s , b u t  n o t h i n g  was

a r r a n g e d .  H a l l  c l o s e d  h i s  f i n a l  m e s s a g e ,  "When y o u  c a l l

upon one  f o r  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a  g e n t l e m a n ,  you s h a l l  be
59p r o p e r l y  a n s w e r e d . "  I f  t h e r e  w e r e  any  d o u b t  i n  

P o i n d e x t e r ' s  mind t h a t  he  h a d  t o  c a l l  on A l l e n  H a l l ,  i t  was 

removed b y  t h e  News t h e  n e x t  day .

U nder  t h e  s i m p l e  h e a d i n g ,  "A C a r d , "  H a l l  r e p r i n t e d

t h e  t e x t  o f  P o i n d e x t e r ' s  e d i t o r i a l  a n d  c o n t i n u e d ,

The " c h a r g e s "  I  made a g a i n s t  t h e  Union an d  A m e r ica n  
. . . I  e s t a b l i s h e d  by u n d e n i a b l e  f a c t s .  ! ] ! I  made 
no " i n s i n u a t i o n s . "

The a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  I  t r u s t  t o  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a g e  to  
s h i e l d  m y s e l f  f ro m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a n y  s t a t e m e n t s  I  
make i s  f a l s e  a n d  c a l u m n i o u s .  He who made t h e  a s s e r t i o n  
t r u s t s  t o  t h e  p i s t o l  t o  s h i e l d  f rom  e x p o s u r e  t h e  m i s ­
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  f a l s e h o o d s  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l  w i t h  which  
he i s  c o n n e c t e d .  T h a t  i s  t h e  p l a i n  E n g l i s h  o f  t h e  
m a t t e r .  The s h i e l d  he  h a s  s e l e c t e d  w i l l  p ro v e  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  h i s  p u r p o s e .  I  s h a l l  go on a s  I  hav e  
b e g u n ,  w i t h  a  t h o r o u g h  e x p o s u r e  o f  a l l  t h e  m i s s t a t e ­
m en ts  , m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , a n d  f a l s e h o o d s  w h ich  may 
a p p e a r  i n  t h e  U nion  and  A m er ic an  and  w h ic h  I  deem w o r th y  
o f  n o t i c e - - f u l l y  a b l e  a n d  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  my p e r s o n  
a g a i n s t  a s s a u l t  an d  p u n i s h  t h e  a s s a i l a n t .

A l l e n  A. H a l l 60
f i  1H a l l  h a d  i n d e e d  p r e p a r e d  h i m s e l f .  The day  b e f o r e ,  

he  had  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  a  f r i e n d  a s  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  w eapon  he

59 J o h n  H a l l  t o  George  G. P o i n d e x t e r ,  17 November  
1859,  G eorge  G. P o i n d e x t e r  P a p e r s ,  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  TSLA. T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  n o t e  w h i c h  
s u r v i v e d .

^ N a s h v i l l e  D a i l y  News, 18 November 1859.
61 T h i s  w r i t e r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  b a s e d  on t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  g i v e n  d u r i n g  H a l l ' s  p r e l i m i n a r y  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  
v e r b a t i m  r e c o r d s  o f  w h i c h  w e re  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  A l l  
t h e  p a p e r s  c a r r i e d  t h e  f o u r  days  o f  t e s t i m o n y  and t h e
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s h o u l d  u s e  i n  c a s e  o f  t r o u b l e .  He t r i e d  an  o l d  d u e l l i n g  

p i s t o l  b u t  r e j e c t e d  i t  b e c a u s e  he  c o u l d  n o t  a im  i t  p r o p e r l y  

t h r o u g h  i t s  s i g h t s .  A s h o t g u n  was s u g g e s t e d ,  an d  H a l l  h a d  

one  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  f u l l y  l o a d e d  w i t h  b u c k s h o t ,  t h e  

e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  above  a r t i c l e  was t o  a p p e a r  i n  h i s  p a p e r .  

P o i n d e x t e r  was a l s o  p r e p a r e d .  He b o r r o w e d  some p i s t o l s  an d  

s l e p t  w i t h  them  a t  h i s  b e d s i d e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  

e n c o u n t e r .

On F r i d a y ,  18 November 1859,  i t  was r a i n i n g .  

P o i n d e x t e r  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  w i t h  f r i e n d s  and  showed them H a l l ' s  

" c a r d "  an d  a s k e d  them  how h e  o u g h t  t o  r e p l y  t o  i t .  They 

s a i d  t h a t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w o u ld  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t .  P o i n d e x t e r  

a s k e d  W. C. W h i t t h o r n e ,  a  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r  f ro m  C o lu m b ia ,  t o  

accom pany  h im  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  News b e c a u s e  he h a d  n e v e r  

s e e n  H a l l .  W h i t t h o r n e  a g r e e d ,  and  t h e y  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  r a i n .  

When P o i n d e x t e r  d i d  n o t  open  h i s  u m b r e l l a ,  W h i t t h o r n e  a s k e d  

h im  i f  he  w e re  n e r v o u s ,  and  P o i n d e x t e r  j o k e d  t h a t  " i t ' s  n o t  

much o f  an  u m b r e l l a  and  n o t  much r a i n , "  b u t  o p e n e d  i t .  He 

t h e n  a s k e d  W h i t t h o r n e  w h e t h e r  i t  w o u ld  be  b e t t e r  t o  s t r i k e  

H a l l  w i t h  h i s  o p en  h an d  o r  w i t h  h i s  u m b r e l l a  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a 

" w a i t  and  s e e "  r e p l y .  When t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  News o f f i c e ,  

t h e y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  H a l l  h a d  n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d .  They w a i t e d  f o r  

s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  a n d  t h e n  w a l k e d  away. I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  H a l l

N a s h v i l l e  Union  a n d  A m e r i c a n , 1,  2,  3,  4,  a n d  6 December 
1859 ,  c a r r i e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  summary by  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n .  I t  
d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  summary r e m a rk s  o f  d e f e n s e  c o u n s e l .
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a r r i v e d  a n d  was t o l d  t h a t  P o i n d e x t e r  h a d  c a l l e d .  H a l l  a s k e d  

t h a t  t h e  s h o t g u n  be  b r o u g h t  t o  h im  an d  s t e p p e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  

s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  o f f i c e .  A l t h o u g h  P o i n d e x t e r  h a d  gone 

up t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d  an d  t o l d  h im,  " I  d o n ' t  

a n t i c i p a t e  a  d u e l  o r  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h a t  k i n d , "  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  News.

As P o i n d e x t e r  r e t r a c e d  h i s  s t e p s ,  H a l l  h e l d  t h e  

s h o t g u n  i n  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  c a l l e d  f o r  h im  t o  " s t o p ! "

P o i n d e x t e r  w a l k e d  s t i l l  f a s t e r  a n d  H a l l  a g a i n  c a l l e d  f o r  h im  

t o  h a l t ,  and  now r a i s e d  h i s  w eapon t o  t h e  r e a d y .  He c r i e d  

" s t o p "  a  t h i r d  t i m e .  The w i t n e s s e s  d i s a g r e e d  on  w hat  

h a p p e n e d  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e .  T h o se  f o r  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  s a i d  

t h a t  P o i n d e x t e r  s i m p l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w a l k  to w a r d  H a l l ;  H a l l ' s  

d e f e n s e  w i t n e s s e s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  P o i n d e x t e r  s t o p p e d  a n d  

b e g a n  t o  draw a  p i s t o l ,  t h u s  i n c i t i n g  H a l l ' s  r e s p o n s e .  

W h ic h e v e r  was t h e  c a s e ,  a  few s e c o n d s  a f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  

" h a l l o o , "  H a l l  s h o t  P o i n d e x t e r  d e a d  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  f o r t y -  

t h r e e  f e e t .  He t h e n  s e n t  f o r  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  a n d  

s u r r e n d e r e d  h i m s e l f  i n t o  h i s  c u s t o d y .

The p r e s s  r e a c t i o n  was m o s t l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  The 

Union  an d  A m er ican  r a n  h e a v y  b l a c k  co lum ns  to  s i g n i f y  

m o u rn in g ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  f a l l e n  e d i t o r ’ s m anly  c o u r a g e ,

c a l l e d  h im  " a s  n e a r l y  f a u l t l e s s  a s  h u m a n i t y  can  b e c o m e , "  and
6 2damned H a l l .  The News b r i e f l y  n o t e d  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  

6 2Nashville Union and American, 19 November 1859.
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p r e c e d i n g  d a y ' s  " p e r s o n a l  d i f f i c u l t y . "  The R e p u b l i c a n

B a n n e r  was l i t t l e  more t h a n  f a c t u a l  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e
6 3" m e l a n c h o l y  a n d  f a t a l  o c c u r e n c e  [ s i c ] . "  Only t h e  

G a z e t t e  a s k e d  t h e  r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s .  U nder  t h e  h e a d i n g ,

"Whose [ s i c ]  a t  F a u l t ? " ,  t h e y  a s k e d ,  w h e r e  was t h e  p e a c e ­

maker  who c o u l d  hav e  s o o t h e d  t h e  men? T h e y  a s k e d  i f  " t h e  

p e r n i c i o u s  f a l s e  s o c i a l  code  w h o se  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s t e r n l y  

demand . . . t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  human l i f e "  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  b lam e.  The p a p e r  to o k  p i t y  on " h i m  who h a z a r d s  a n d  

l o s e s  h i s  l i f e  i n  o b e d i e n c e  to  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  m a n d a te s  o f  

t h i s  i n e x o r a b l e  c u s t o m . "  To e x o r c i s e  t h i s  cu s to m ,  t h e  

G a z e t t e  c a l l e d  upon  men o f  good w i l l  t o  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  an d  t o  

s e t  w o r t h y  e x a m p l e s ;  " t h i s  r e m n a n t  o f  b a r b a r i s m "  m u s t  be 

b a n i s h e d . ^

The l a w  to o k  i t s  c o u r s e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a w h i l e .  A 

c o r o n e r ' s  j u r y  m e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  bound H a l l  o v e r  t o  be 

e x a m in e d  by t h e  l o c a l  m a g i s t r a t e s .  B e f o r e  t h a t  b a r ,  H a l l ' s  

d e f e n s e  team i n c l u d e d  f o r m e r  G o v e rn o r  N e i l l  S. Brown,  and  

t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  was h e a d e d  by A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  ( l a t e r  

G o v e rn o r  and U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r )  W i l l i a m  B. B a t e .  D u r i n g  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  w i t n e s s e s  Brown t r i e d  t o  d e p i c t  

P o i n d e x t e r  as  a  d a n g e r o u s  man. The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  him by 

t h e  p r o m i n e n t  D em ocra t  Cave J o h n s o n  was t y p i c a l :  J o h n s o n

fl ^N a s h v i l l e  D a i l y  News ; N a s h v i l l e  R e p u b l i c a n  B a n n e r ,  
19 November  1 8 5 9 .

Nashville Daily Gazette, 20 November 1859.
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knew h im  " a s  m i l d ,  a m i a b l e  and  u n o f f e n d i n g  . . . b u t  on 

q u e s t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  h i s  h o n o r  and v e r a c i t y ,  h e  was v e r y  

s e n s i t i v e - - e x c e e d i n g l y  s o ,  an d  p e r h a p s  . . . r e m a r k a b l y  

s o . " 65 O t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he h a d  s h o t  a  G e n e r a l  

H o r n b e r g e r  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  p e r h a p s  i n  a d u e l ,  on a  s i m i l a r  

p o i n t  o f  h o n o r ,  b u t  no on e  knew much a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t  

seems t h a t  t h i s  s l i g h t ,  s i c k l y  man p o s s e s s e d  an e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  o u t b u r s t :  a  h i g h  a n d

s e n s i t i v e  r e g a r d  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r  a n d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

d e f e n d  i t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k  on  him by  H a l l ' s  s o n ,  as  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k  

on  Brownlow by t h e  unknown a s s a i l a n t ,  may w e l l  h a v e  b ee n  an 

e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r ;  w i t h o u t  t h a t ,  t h e  men m i g h t  have  

b e e n  c o n t e n t  t o  c o n f i n e  t h e i r  q u a r r e l s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  

p a g e ,  b u t  once t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  t u r n e d  i t  i n t o  a p h y s i c a l  

b r a w l  t h e  men f e l t  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e s p o n d  i n  t h e  new i d i o m . 66

The f i n a l  p o i n t  c o n c e r n s  p u n i s h m e n t  and  s a n c t i o n s . 

The r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g  w h ich  en d ed  2 December  

1859 was t h a t  H a l l  was b o u n d  o v e r  t o  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

D a v id s o n  County g r a n d  j u r y  on t h e  c h a r g e  o f  m u rd e r .  P e r h a p s  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  d i s l o c a t i o n s  o f  s e c e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  C i v i l  War,

6 5N a s h v i l l e  Union a n d  A m e r i c a n , 1 December 1859.
66 T h e re  w e r e  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  P o i n d e x t e r ' s  d e a t h  was 

p a r t  o f  a  c o n s p i r a c y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I sham  G. H a r r i s  w r o te  
t h a t  he was o f  " t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  P o i n d e x t e r  f e l l  v i c t i m  to  
on e  o f  t h e  most  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p l a n n e d  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  t h a t  i s  
t o  be f o u n d  upon t h e  a n n a l s  o f  c r i m e .  . . . "  I sh am  G.
H a r r i s  t o  A. R. C r o z i e r ,  December 1 8 5 9 ,  I sh a m  G reen  H a r r i s  
P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.
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h e  n o t  o n l y  d i d  n o t  s t a n d  t r i a l ,  he c o n t i n u e d  h i s  i m p o r t a n t

d u t i e s  a t  t h e  News a n d  i n  1863 P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n  a p p o i n t e d
6 7h im  M i n i s t e r  t o  B o l i v i a .  A l t h o u g h  H a l l  was n o t  b e i n g  

r e w a r d e d  f o r  h i s  c r i m e ,  he m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  b e i n g  

p u n i s h e d ,  e i t h e r .  The p e o p l e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  s t i l l  f e l t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w ere  some t h i n g s  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  l i f e ,  and men h a d  

a  r i g h t  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  o u t s i d e  o f  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .  In a sm u c h  a s  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  

f r o n t i e r  m e n t a l i t y ,  t h e n  th e  f r o n t i e r  p e r s i s t e d .

I t  i s  s y m b o l i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  c a s e  

s t u d y  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  one i n  

w h ic h  t h e  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e s s  was c a r r i e d  f u l l y  t o  i t s  

c o n c l u s i o n .  Y e t ,  t h e  j u r i e s '  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  t h e  j u d g e s '  

p u n i s h m e n t s  i n  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  Edward Ward Carmack seem l e s s  

t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  dem and ing  an e n d  t o  s u c h  k i l l i n g s  

t h a n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n  o u t r a g e o u s  n e w s p a p e r  c am p a ig n  and  a  

p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p  s e e k i n g  to  make a  

m a r t y r  o f  t h e i r  f a l l e n  l e a d e r .

The d o v e t a i l i n g  c a r e e r s  o f  Edward Ward Carmack a n d  

Duncan Brown Cooper  a r e  as  c o l o r f u l  as  t h e y  a r e  complex .  

Co o p e r ,  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  C a r m a c k ' s  s e n i o r ,  was b o r n  21 A p r i l  

1844 i n  Maury County ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  i n t o  a  p r o m i n e n t  f a m i l y .

He was t h e  s o n  o f  M a t th ew  D. C ooper  and  h i s  t h i r d  w i f e ,

6 7A p o s t  i n  w h i c h  he s e r v e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 6 8 .
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68M arian  W h i t h e r s p o o n  ( B r o w n ) . D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, he

s e r v e d  a s  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  command o f  an e a r l i e r  s u b j e c t  o f

t h i s  p a p e r ,  G e n e r a l  N a th a n  B e d f o r d  F o r r e s t .  A f t e r  t h e  w ar ,

he  was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  b u t  l e f t  T e n n e s s e e  f o r  a  w h i l e  i n

p u r s u i t  o f  a d v e n t u r e s  i n  M ex ico ,  H o n d u r a s ,  a n d  W a s h in g to n ,

D.C. He r e t u r n e d  home an d  was e l e c t e d  to  t h e  s t a t e

l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1880 to  r e p r e s e n t  Maury C o u n ty .  From 1886-

1888 he c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  A m e r i c a n , a  p o s i t i o n  w hich

g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r .  I t  w as  as  i t s

p r e s i d e n t  t h a t  he  r e c r u i t e d  t h e  f i e r y  young e d i t o r ,  Edward

Ward Carmack.  C o o p e r  p r e f e r r e d  t o  p l a y  h i s  p o l i t i c s  b e h i n d

t h e  s c e n e s ,  and  h e  was much more t h e  p a t r o n  a n d  c o u n s e l o r  o f

p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a n  h e  was a  p o l i t i c i a n  h i m s e l f .  I t  was  a

m a t t e r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  t h a t  d rew  him i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h
69h i s  e r s t w h i l e  f r i e n d  and  e m p lo y e e ,  Edward Ward Carmack.

Carmack now a p p e a r s  l a r g e r  t h a n  l i f e .  His  i s  one o f  

o n l y  f o u r  monuments e r e c t e d  on t h e  C a p i t o l  g r o u n d s  i n  

N a s h v i l l e . ^  At t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  he was m e m o r i a l i z e d

6 8" B i o g r a p h i c a l  N o t e , "  Duncan Cooper  P a p e r s ,  Manu­
s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA; N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n , 5 November 1922.

69 A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  nephew, M. D. C. S t o c k e l l ,  and 
a l s o  to  W i l l  Dunn S m i th ,  i n  t h e  m o s t  s c h o l a r l y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
C arm ack-C ooper  a f f a i r ,  C o o p e r  won t h e  A m er ica n  i n  a  p o k e r  
game. S t o c k e l l  s a y s  he l o s t  i t  i n  a  s i m i l a r  m anner ,  b u t  
S m i th  f o u n d  t h a t  h e  s o l d  i t .  Memorandum o f  M. D. C. 
S t o c k e l l ,  n . d . ,  C ooper  F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  
TSLA; W i l l  Dunn S m i th ,  "The C a r m a c k - P a t t e r s o n  Campaign and 
I t s  A f t e r m a t h  i n  T e n n e s s e e  P o l i t i c s "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  V a n d e r ­
b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  80 .

^ T h e  o t h e r s  a r e  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  J am e s  K. P o l k ,  and 
Sam D a v i s .
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b y  t h e  g r e a t  a n d  p o w e r f u l .  ^  H i s  p a s s i n g  p r o b a b l y  i n s u r e d  

t h e  p a s s a g e  i n  T e n n e s s e e  o f  s t a t e - w i d e  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  h e l p e d  

t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  e r o d e  t h e  pow ers  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  

an d  e f f e c t e d  t h e  s p l i t  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  w h i c h  

p e r m i t t e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h e i r  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r  

s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1880s .  A l t h o u g h  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  f r o m  th e  

g r a v e  was  g r e a t e r  t h a n  f ro m  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  d e s k ,  h e  n o n e t h e ­

l e s s  h a d  h ad  a  u s e f u l  l i f e  on t h e  f i r i n g  l i n e .

He was b o r n  i n  Sumner C o u n ty ,  5 November 1858, a s
72

t h e  t h i r d  and  f i n a l  c h i l d  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s . H is  f a t h e r  was 

a  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  d i e d  when "Ned" was f o u r  

y e a r s  o l d .  The Carmacks  were  a s  o b s c u r e  an d  unknown as  t h e

N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n , 16 November  1908;  R o b e r t  
F r a n k l i n  C r u t c h e r ,  "The C a r e e r  o f  Edward Ward Carmack a n d  
t h e  C o o p e r - S h a r p  T r i a l "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  W e s t e r n  K e n tu c k y  S t a t e  
T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  pp .  5 3 - 5 8 .

72 B i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s  o f  Carmack ab o u n d  i n  t h e  
many o b i t u a r i e s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  and 
p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  w orks  c i t e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e  a t  
l e a s t  b r i e f  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  one  
may c o n s u l t  J a y  Guy C i s c o ,  H i s t o r i c  Sumner C o u n t y ,
T e n n e s s e e ,  w i t h  G e n e a l o g i e s " o f  t h e  B l e d s o e ,  Cage ,  and 
D oug las  F a m i l i e s ,  and G e n e a l o g i c a l  N o te s  o f  O t h e r  Sumner 
County  F a m i l i e s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  F o l k - K e e l i n ,  1909; r e p r i n t  e d . ,
N a s h v i l l e : C h a r l e s  E l d e r ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp .  2 3 9 - 4 1 ;  P a u l  F r a n k l i n
Bumpus, Carmack:  The Edward Ward Carmack S t o r y  ( F r a n k l i n ,
T e n n . : By t h e  A u th o r ,  1 9 7 7 ) ;  " B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h , "  Edw ard
Ward Carmack P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  S e c t i o n ,  TSLA ( a  p h o t o c o p y  
o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  h e l d  by  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H i s t o r i c a l  
C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  L i b r a r y ,  
Chape l  H i l l ) ;  a n d  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A m er ican  B i o g r a p h y , s . v .  
"Carm ack ,  Edward  W ard ,"  by  W a l t e r  Lynwood F l e m i n g .
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73C o o p er s  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  i n f l u e n t i a l .  The young  

Carmack was f o r c e d  t o  h i r e  h i m s e l f  o u t  f o r  w h a t  he  c o u l d  

e a r n  a s  soon  a s  he  was o l d  enough  t o  do s o .  One can  o n l y  

s u p p o s e  w h a t  e f f e c t s  b e i n g  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  f a t h e r l e s s  home 

d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War may h a v e  h a d  on  h im ,  b u t ,  l i k e  Andrew 

J a c k s o n ,  Carmack d e v e l o p e d  a  d r i v i n g  a m b i t i o n  t o  r i s e  above  

h i s  o r i g i n s ;  a l s o ,  l i k e  J a c k s o n ' s  a n d  H o u s t o n ' s ,  C a r m a c k ' s  

m o t h e r  may h a v e  p l a y e d  a  h i g h l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e  i n  h i s  

l i f e .

I  s a y  t o  y o u  t h a t  t h e  s w e e t e s t  wisdom o f  t h i s  w o r l d  i s  
a  woman's  c o u n s e l ,  a n d  t h e  p u r e s t  a l t a r  f ro m  w h ic h  a 
human p r a y e r  e v e r  w e n t  t o  h e a v e n  i s  a  m o t h e r ' s  k n e e . 74

Carmack was e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  Sumner 

C o u n ty ,  and f o r  a  y e a r  a t  Webb S c h o o l  i n  C u l l e o k a  (now moved 

t o  B e l l  B u c k l e ) ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  b e f o r e  a t t e n d i n g  C um ber land  Law 

S c h o o l  i n  L eb an o n .  He was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  i n  1879 and  

r e t u r n e d  t o  Co lum bia  t o  op en  h i s  p r a c t i c e .  He d a b b l e d  i n  

l o c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C o lum bia  H e r a l d , an d  

s e r v e d  a  t e r m  i n  t h e  s t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  He 

t h e n  moved t o  N a s h v i l l e  w h ere  he  h e l p e d  Duncan Cooper  e d i t  

t h e  A m e r i c a n . I n  1892,  he moved t o  Memphis t o  become e d i t o r -  

i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  C o m m e r c i a l , and  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a i d  e d i t o r  i n

73Edward Ward Carmack,  J r . ,  t o l d  W i l l  Dunn S m ith  
t h a t  t h e  Carmack f a m i l y  h a d  l i v e d  f o r  some t im e  i n  t h e  
C ooper  home when t h e y  f i r s t  moved t o  C o lu m b ia .  "The 
C a r m a c k - P a t t e r s o n  C a m p a ig n ,"  p .  81 .

74Edward Ward Carmack,  C h a r a c t e r ,  o r  The Making o f  
t h e  Man ( N a s h v i l l e :  McQuiddy P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1909) , p~! 66^
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t h e  S o u t h . ^  He s e r v e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  House o f

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f ro m  1897 u n t i l  he was s e n t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d
76S t a t e s  S e n a t e  i n  1901.  Carmack was a  member o f  t h a t  body 

u n t i l  1906,  when he  was d e f e a t e d  by f o r m e r  G o v e rn o r  R o b e r t  

L. T a y l o r  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p r i m a r y .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he  

was a g a i n  d e f e a t e d  i n  a D e m o c r a t i c  p r i m a r y ,  t h i s  t im e  by 

M alcolm P a t t e r s o n  i n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  r a c e .

Much c a n ,  and  h a s ,  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  

Edward Ward Carmack,  b u t  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  f o c u s  on t h o s e  

a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  l i f e  w h ic h  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  v i o l e n c e .  

C a r m a c k ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and  s t y l e  f i t  i n t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  

h i g h l y  m o t i v a t e d ,  a m b i t i o u s ,  com plex  men who h a v e  p r e c e d e d  

h im  on t h e s e  p a g e s .  H is  t o n g u e  and p e n  were  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  

s h a r p ,  u n c o m p ro m is in g ,  an d  o f t e n  s a r c a s t i c .  By t h e s e  

m e a s u r e s ,  he  com pares  w i t h  Brownlow, a n d  t h e y  a l s o  compare  

a s  z e a l o u s  c r u s a d e r s .  F o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  C a r m a c k ' s  

c o m b a t i v e n e s s  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  v e r b a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  

a f t e r  m oving  t o  Memphis h i s  a t t a c k s  on f e l l o w  j o u r n a l i s t  

Thomas C o l l i e r  l e d  C o l l i e r  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him t o  a  d u e l ,  and

George F o r t  M i l t o n ,  "Edward Ward C a rm a c k ,"  N o r th  
A m er ican  Review 185 ( J u n e  1 9 0 8 ) :8 0 8 ;  S m i th ,  "The  Carmack-  
P a t t e r s o n  C am p a ig n ,"  p p .  1 2 - 1 5 .

^ F r a n k  E m b r ick  B a s s ,  "The Work o f  Edward  Ward 
Carmack i n  C o n g r e s s "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  G eorge  P eab o d y  C o l l e g e  
f o r  T e a c h e r s ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  c o v e r s  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  C a r m a c k ' s  
c a r e e r .
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t h e y  came w i t h i n  an  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  o f  s h o o t i n g  i t  o u t  i n  

H o l l y  S p r i n g s ,  M i s s i s s i p p i . 77

The r e l a t i o n s  w h ich  h a d  b e e n  so  warm b e t w e e n  Carmack 

a n d  Cooper  may h a v e  begun  t o  c o o l  i n  1896 when Carmack r a n  

f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  

J o s i a h  P a t t e r s o n ,  a n d  Cooper  s u p p o r t e d  P a t t e r s o n .  Cooper  

may have  f e l t  t h a t  C a r m a c k ' s  b o m b a s t  was u s e f u l  enough  f o r  

s e l l i n g  n e w s p a p e r s ,  b u t  he  p r e f e r r e d  a  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  

p o l i t i c i a n  f o r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e .  W i l l  Dunn S m i th  h a s  h e l d  

t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  two men was t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d  c o r p o r a t e  w e a l t h .  C ooper  h a d  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  an d  was a  l o n g - t i m e  l o b b y i s t  f o r  t h e  

L o u i s v i l l e  a n d  N a s h v i l l e  R a i l r o a d ,  w h i l e  Carmack f a v o r e d  t h e  

f a r m e r ,  t h e  d e b t o r ,  and i n  t h e  ca m p a ig n s  o f  t h e  1880s  

" F r e e  S i l v e r . " 78

I f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1896 d r o v e  t h e  f i r s t  wedge 

b e t w e e n  t h e  two men, t h e  s e c o n d  one  was d r i v e n  t e n  y e a r s  

l a t e r .  I n  1901,  Carmack h a d  b e e n  e l e c t e d  w i t h o u t  o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  w here  he  q u i c k l y  made a

77C o l l i e r  was t h e  ow ner  o f  t h e  Memphis A p p e a l - 
A v a l a n c h e . S m i th ,  "The  C a r m a c k - P a t t e r s o n  C am p a ig n , ' '  p p .  
1 5 - 1 6 ;  Bumpus, C a rm ack , p .  6 . When t h e  news o f  t h e  
im p e n d in g  d u e l  s p r e a d ,  Carmack was a r r e s t e d ,  a n d  t h i s  c a u s e d  
h im  t o  m i s s  h i s  t r a i n .  He h i r e d  a s p e c i a l  t r a i n  t o  t a k e  him
t o  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  p l a c e  o f  t h e  d u e l ,  H o l l y  S p r i n g s ,  b u t  was 
l a t e .  C o l l i e r  had  n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  t e l e g r a m  Carmack h a d  
s e n t  a s k i n g  f o r  a d e l a y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  d e c l a r e d  Carmack i n  
d e f a u l t  an d  r e t u r n e d  to  Memphis .  Carmack c r i t i c i z e d  h im  f o r  
t h i s ,  b u t  f r i e n d s  w e re  a b l e  t o  smooth  t h i n g s  o v e r  b e tw e e n  
th em .

78Smith, "The Carmack-Patterson Campaign," p. 82.
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r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  a s  an  o u t s p o k e n  o p p o n e n t  o f

i m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  a s u p p o r t e r  o f  g r e a t e r  r a i l r o a d  
79r e g u l a t i o n .  When h e  s o u g h t  r e n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e a t  i n

1906, he  was o p p o s e d  by  f o r m e r  G o v e rn o r  T a y l o r ,  p e r h a p s  t h e

m ost  p o p u l a r  Dem ocra t  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e i r  c o n t e s t  was t h e  f i r s t  i n  T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r y  i n

w h ich  t h e  D em ocra ts  u s e d  a p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  to  c h o o s e  t h e i r

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e ,  and t h e  p e o p l e  chose  T a y l o r  by a
80v o t e  o f  7 2 ,8 4 1  to  6 6 , 4 7 7 .  One o f  t h e  i s s u e s  d u r i n g  t h e

cam p a ig n  h ad  b e e n  p r o h i b i t i o n .  Carmack h ad  a t t a c k e d  T a y l o r

as  a  t o o l  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  an d  h a d  vowed: " I f  t h e y

[ th e  l i q u o r  p e o p l e ]  d e f e a t  me . . . i t  s h a l l  b e  my n e x t

a m b i t i o n  to  b e  h a n d e d  down t o  h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  l a s t  man who

was e v e r  d e f e a t e d  f o r  o f f i c e  b y  t h e  s a l o o n  pow er  o f  
81T e n n e s s e e . "  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  man and  t h e  i s s u e  j o i n e d  

somewhat  l a t e .  Carmack had  e a r l i e r  o p p o s e d  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

b u t  h i s  S e n a t e  v o t i n g  r e c o r d  was good enough  t h a t  t h e  a n t i ­

s a l o o n  p e o p l e  s e l e c t e d  him t o  i n t r o d u c e  b i l l s  f o r  them i n  

t h a t  body  a n d  by  1905 he  was s u p p o r t i n g  s t a t e - w i d e

79 C r u t c h e r ,  " C a r e e r  o f  C a rm a c k ,"  pp .  2 3 - 2 5 ;  K e n n e th  
M c K e l l a r ,  T e n n e s s e e  S e n a t o r s  a s  Seen b y  One o f  t h e i r  
S u c c e s s o r s  ( K i n g s p o r t ,  T e n n . : S o u t h e r n  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1942) ,
p^ 4 7 2 ;  and P a u l  E. I s a a c ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  P o l i t i c s : 
T u r b u l e n t  D ecades  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  1 8 8 5 -1 9 2 0  ( K n o x v i l l e : 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  pT 107.

O h

R o b e r t  H. W h i t e ,  e d . , M essag es  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  o f  
T e n n e s s e e ,  1 7 9 6 - 1 8 2 1 , 8 v o l s .  ( N a s h v i l l e , T e n n e s s e e  
H i s t o r i c a l  Com m iss ion ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  7 :7 0 4 .

81 N a s h v i l l e  A m e r i c a n , 21 November  1905, q u o t e d  i n  
I s a a c ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  P o l i t i c s , p .  10 8 .
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p r o h i b i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e n t h u s i a m s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r - d a y

-  82 c o n v e r t .

Duncan C o o p e r ' s  r o l e  i n  t h i s  was t o  s u p p o r t

C a r m a c k ' s  o p p o n e n t s .  I n  1 9 0 5 -0 6 ,  h e  s u p p o r t e d  T a y l o r ,  and

two y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  s u p p o r t e d  in c u m b e n t  M alco lm  R. P a t t e r s o n

when Carmack c h a l l e n g e d  h im  f o r  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n a t i o n
8 3f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e .

On 15 March 1908,  Carmack f i r s t  d e n o u n c e d  C o o p e r

e d i t o r i a l l y ,  and i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  C o o p e r ' s  s i n s  were  t h o s e

o f  a s s o c i a t i o n - - a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  en em ies  and

w i t h  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  Carmack w r o t e :

We may m e n t io n  C o lo n e l  Duncan B. Cooper  o f  D a v id s o n  and  
C o l o n e l  R o b e r t  N. G rav es  o f  M a d is o n ,  g e n t l e m e n  o f  many 
a m i a b l e  q u a l i t i e s  who h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t a n t  b o l t e r s  an d  
hav e  a t  l e a s t  come t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  r i v a l r y  o f  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  L.&N. R a i l r o a d  i n  a l l  i t s  h i s t o r y  o f  
c r i m e ,  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a u c h e r y  an d  g e n e r a l  c o r r u p t i o n  and  
d e g r a d a t i o n  e v e r  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r r e d . 8^

The p i o n e e r  cam pa ign  o f  1908 was a  m ig h ty  c l a s h  w i t h  

P a t t e r s o n  an d  Carmack d u e l l i n g  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  d e b a t e s  a c r o s s  

t h e  s t a t e .  Carmack had  made " t h e  e n t i r e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  l i q u o r

8 2 I b i d . ,  p p .  1 0 7 -0 8 .

88W i l l i a m  W a l l e r ,  e d . , N a s h v i l l e ,  1900 to  1910 
( N a s h v i l l e :  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1972)  , p p . 9"2-93;
E v e r e t t  R o b e r t  Boyce ,  e d . ,  The Unwanted  Boy: The A u t o ­
b i o g r a p h y  o f  G o v e rn o r  Ben W. Hooper  ( K n o x v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  T e n n e s s e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p^

84Smith, "The Carmack-Patterson Campaign," p. 83.
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o  c
t r a f f i c  i n  t h i s  s t a t e "  t h e  f i r s t  p l a n k  o f  h i s  p l a t f o r m ,

86b u t  t h e  men d e b a t e d  many s u b j e c t s .  The d e b a t e s  became so

e m o t i o n a l  a n d  b i t t e r  t h a t  on one  o c c a s i o n  Carmack t r i e d  t o
8 7a s s a u l t  P a t t e r s o n  p h y s i c a l l y  an d  h a d  t o  b e  r e s t r a i n e d .

Carmack c o n t i n u e d  h i s  v e r b a l  a t t a c k s  on P a t t e r s o n  and  h i s

s u p p o r t e r s ,  and ,  i n  May 1908,  he  made h i s  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  i n

t h e  d e b a t e s  t o  t h e  s i x t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d  C o o p e r  a s  " a  l i t t l e
88b a l d  h e a d e d  a n g e l  o f  h e l l . "  Cooper  was r e p o r t e d l y

s e n s i t i v e  a b o u t  h i s  b a l d n e s s  and  s e n t  w o rd  t o  Carmack t h a t

s u c h  r e f e r e n c e s  w e r e  u n c a l l e d  f o r ;  he was a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n

n o t  s e e k i n g  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ;  an d  h e  f e l t  t h a t  h i s  name s h o u l d

n o t  be d r a g g e d  i n t o  t h e  d e b a t e s . Carmack e v i d e n t l y
89c o n s i d e r e d  C ooper  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  " m a c h in e "  t h a t  o p p o s e d  

h im  and  t h u s  f a i r  game f o r  an  o c c a s i o n a l  i n s u l t .

The cam p a ig n  b e tw e e n  P a t t e r s o n  a n d  Carmack r a g e d  to  

i t s  c o n c l u s i o n  i n  J u n e ,  b u t  Carmack a g a i n  fo u n d  h i m s e l f

^ N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n ,  11 A p r i l  1908;  L u c i l l e  
N e v i l l e ,  i n  "Edw ard  Ward Carmack i n  t h e  F i g h t  f o r  
P r o h i b i t i o n  i n  T e n n e s s e e "  (M.A. t h e s i s ,  G eorge  P eabody  
C o l l e g e  f o r  T e a c h e r s ,  1 9 2 9 ) ,  pp .  6 - 3 0 ,  t r a c e s  t h e  ca m p a ig n  
a n d  d e b a t e s  o f  1908 .

O
P a t t e r s o n  f a v o r e d  t h e  more  m o d e r a t e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  

p l a n  w h i c h  was t h e n  i n  e f f e c t .  I s a a c ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  and 
P o l i t i c s , p .  154.

O i
The i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  May a t  F a y e t t e v i l l e .  

S m i th ,  "The  C a r m a c k - P a t t e r s o n  C am p a ig n ,"  p .  57.

^ N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n ,  19 May 1 9 0 8 ,  c i t e d  by 
S m i th ,  "The  C a r m a c k - P a t t e r s o n  C am p a ig n ,"  p .  57.

89 C a r m a c k ' s  w r a t h  f o r  t h e  " m a c h in e "  s u g g e s t s  t h e  
f e e l i n g s  t h a t  e a r l i e r  s u b j e c t s  h a d  to w a r d  " c o n s p i r a c i e s . "



199

d e f e a t e d .  Carmack was v e r y  b i t t e r  o v e r  h i s  l o s s .  H is  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  cam paign  a g a i n s t  t h e  

" m a c h in e "  i n  t h e  November g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  may h a v e  b e e n  a 

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  g e t  ev en  w i t h  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

e n e m i e s ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  h e l p  e x p l a i n  h i s  a b u s e  o f  Duncan
90C o o p e r ,  p l u s  t h e  w i s h  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n .

W h a te v e r  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n  may h av e  b e e n ,  h e  was p r o v i d e d  fo rum

en o u g h  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  v i e w s  when he  was made e d i t o r  o f  t h e
91N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n  i n  S e p te m b e r  1908.  On e l e c t i o n  day 

t h e  T e n n e s s e a n  b l i s t e r e d  t h e  a l l e g e d  c o n s p i r a c y .  The 

e d i t o r i a l  c a r t o o n  showed a r a t t l i n g  s n a k e  c o i l e d  a r o u n d  a 

b a l l o t  box  w i t h  t h e  c a p t i o n ,  " H e r e ' s  y o u r  p r o b l e m - - i s  t h i s  

t o  b e  a  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  men o r  s n a k e s ? "  The e d i t o r i a l  r e a d ,  

i n  p a r t ,

Now mark  y ou ,  g e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  m a ch in e !  The e y e s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  a r e  upon yo u .  . . .  We s h a l l  s e e  . . . w h e t h e r  
you  h a v e  c l o s e d  a s  y o u  b e g a n  t h i s  c a m p a i g n - - i n  p e r f i d y  
and  d i s h o n o r .  . . . You h a v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a d d e d  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  Negro v o t e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e p u b l i c a n  
t i c k e t .  They w i l l  v o t e  f o r  you,  f o r  t h e  g r o g  s h o p ,  f o r  
t h e  g a m b l in g  h a l l s ,  f o r  t h e  L. & N. R a i l r o a d ,  a n d  f o r
T a f t . 92

The v o t e r s  gave  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  v i c t o r y  t o  P a t t e r s o n  

o v e r  h i s  R e p u b l i c a n  o p p o n e n t  b u t  v o t e d  i n  a l e g i s l a t u r e

90 I s a a c  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Carmack " r e l u c t a n t l y  a d v i s e d  
h i s  r e a d e r s  t o  v o t e  f o r  D e m o c r a t i c  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  t h e  coming 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n . "  P r o h i b i t i o n  and  P o l i t i c s , p .  155 .

91 The T e n n e s s e a n  an d  i t s  owner Luke Lea h a d  b e e n  
among C a r m a c k ' s  m o s t  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r s .

92Nashville Tennessean, 3 November 1908.
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w h ic h  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c l a i m e d  t o  c o n t r o l .  Carmack d i d

n o t  r e l e n t  i n  h i s  d i a t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  h i s  f o e s ,  a n d ,  when he

l e a r n e d  t h a t  Cooper  h a d  h e l p e d  t o  e f f e c t  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n

b e tw e e n  P a t t e r s o n  and  h i s  e r s t w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r s a r y ,

e x - G o v e r n o r  J o h n  Cox, he  a t t a c k e d  C ooper  e d i t o r i a l l y .  The

8 November e d i t o r i a l  r i d i c u l e d  C oope r :

A l l  h o n o r  t o  t h a t  n o b l e  s p i r i t ,  M a jo r  Duncan B. C o o p e r ,  
who w r o u g h t  t h i s  h a p p y  u n i o n .  . . . A l l  h o n o r  t o  M a jo r  
Dune a n d  may t h e  h o n o r s  o f  t h e  P e a c e m a k e r  b e  upon him! 
May he  be  h e i r  t o  a l l  t h e  b e a t i t u d e s ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  
t h e  b l e s s i n g s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h o s e  who h u n g e r  an d  t h i r s t  
a f t e r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  . . .93

The a t t a c k  l a u n c h e d  t h e  c h a i n  o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  w o u ld

en d  w i t h  C a r m a c k ' s  d e a t h .  On November 8 , Cooper  t o l d  E. B.

C r a i g ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  b o t h  men, t h a t  he was v e r y  a n g r y  an d

t h a t ,  " i f  my name a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  T e n n e s s e a n  a g a i n ,  t h e  town
94o f  N a s h v i l l e  w i l l  n o t  b e  l a r g e  enough  t o  h o l d  b o t h  o f  u s . "  

C r a i g  o f f e r e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a m e d i a t o r ,  an d  C ooper  g l a d l y  

a c c e p t e d  h i s  o f f e r .  He d i d  n o t  demand a n  a p o l o g y ,  b u t  s a i d  

t h a t  Carmack s h o u l d  b e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t ,  i f  C o o p e r ' s  name 

a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  p a p e r  a g a i n ,  Cooper  h a d  p r e p a r e d  a  n o t e  to  

s e n d  h im .  C r a i g  w e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  Carmack w i t h  t h i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  r e p o r t e d  b a c k  t o  Cooper  t h a t  Carmack was i n

93 Cox h a d  b e e n  an  a l l y  o f  Carmack.  N a s h v i l l e  
T e n n e s s e a n , 8 November 1908.

94 C r a i g  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Cooper  h a d  s a i d  t h a t  i f  h i s  
name a p p e a r e d  a g a i n  t h a t  e i t h e r  he  o r  Carmack w o u ld  d i e ;  
C ooper  d e n i e d  h a v i n g  s a i d  t h i s .  Cooper  a n d  C ooper  v .  
T e n n e s s e e ,  p .  33 ,  M id d le  T e n n e s s e e  Supreme C o u r t ,  A r c h i v e s  
S e c t i o n ,  TSLA.
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an  u g l y  mood a n d  w o u ld  n o t  make any  a g r e e m e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  

C a r m a c k ' s  r e s p o n s e  was t o  c a l l  a f r i e n d  o v e r  t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  

b o r ro w  a  p i s t o l  f rom  h im ,  a n d  t h e n  p e n  h i s  m o s t  v i t r i o l i c  

a t t a c k  y e t .  C ooper  a l s o  b o r r o w e d  a p i s t o l .

The n e x t  day ,  November 9, C a r m a c k ' s  a r t i c l e  

a p p e a r e d  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g ,  "The  D ip lo m a t  o f  Z w e ib u n d ,"  a n d  

s a i d :

To M ajo r  Duncan C o o p e r ,  who w r o u g h t  t h e  g r e a t  c o a l i t i o n ,  
who a c h i e v e d  t h e  h a r m o n io u s  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  i n c o m p a t i b l e  
e l e m e n t s ;  who w e l d e d  t h e  p e w t e r  h a n d l e  t o  t h e  wooden 
s p o o n ,  who g r a f t e d  t h e  d e a d  bough  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  t r e e  an d  
made i t  b lo o m  . . . who made s o d a  an d  v i n e g a r  t o  d w e l l
p l a c i d l y  i n  t h e  same b o t t l e  and who t a u g h t  o i l  and  w a t e r  
how t h e y  m i g h t  a g r e e - - T o  M ajo r  Duncan Brown C o o p e r ,  t h e  
g r e a t  d i p l o m a t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  zw e ib u n d ,  be a l l  h o n o r  
and  g l o r y  f o r e v e r  1^6

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  im m e d ia te

c a u s e  o f  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h a t  day  l e a d  t o  t h e

c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  p r o v i d e d  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  n o t

s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e .

When t h e  p a p e r  a p p e a r e d ,  C o o p e r  was t e r r i b l y  a n g r y ,  

an d  h i s  f r i e n d s  w ere  a l a r m e d .  G o v e rn o r  P a t t e r s o n  w a l k e d  

o v e r  t o  t h e  M axwell  House t o  s e e  h im ,  an d  t h e r e  C ooper  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  a  n o t e  t o  Carmack.  The n o t e  

d i d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  Carmack to  f i g h t  b u t  r e p e a t e d  t h a t  h e  was 

a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ,  a n d  Carmack h a d  no  r i g h t  t o  u s e  h i s  name

95I b i d . , pp .  2 9 - 3 0 .
96N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n , 9 November 1908.  Boyce ,  i n  

The Unwanted B o y , p .  5(5  ̂ s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  was a p a r a p h r a s e  o f  a  t i t l e  a c c o r d e d  to  t h e  German 
C h a n c e l l o r  B i s m a rc k ,  "The D ip lo m a t  o f  t h e  D r e i b u n d . "
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i n  p r i n t .  P a t t e r s o n  a s k e d  Cooper  n o t  to  s e n d  t h e  n o t e ,  and

Cooper  h a n d e d  i t  o v e r  t o  a  t h i r d  p a r t y ,  J u d g e  J .  C. B r a d f o r d ,

a l o c a l  a t t o r n e y .  Cooper  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  h i s  so n  R o b in ,  a l s o
97an  a t t o r n e y ,  who l i k e w i s e  c o u n s e l e d  m o d e r a t i o n .  Tempers

h a d  c a lm e d  down enough  so  t h a t  a t  3 : 0 0  p.m. B r a d f o r d  c a l l e d

G o v e rn o r  P a t t e r s o n  t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t h e  n o t e  h a d  n o t  b e e n

d e l i v e r e d ,  and C o o p e r  h a d  a g r e e d  t o  l e t  t h e  m a t t e r  d r o p .

Ten m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  P a t t e r s o n  t e l e p h o n e d  C o o p e r  and a s k e d  him

t o  v i s i t  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  m a n s io n ,  which  was on S e v e n t h

Avenue N o r t h  b e t w e e n  Union  and  C e d a r ,  to  d i s c u s s  t h e  a f f a i r

an d  some o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s .  On t h e i r  way to  t h e

m a n s io n ,  t h e  s h o o t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e .

Rob in  d e c i d e d  to  accompany h i s  f a t h e r  an d ,  on t h e i r

way o u t  o f  h i s  o f f i c e ,  h e  g r a b b e d  h i s  o v e r c o a t ,  i n  t h e

p o c k e t  o f  w h ich  h e  h a d  a p i s t o l .  As th e y  w a l k e d  f rom  t h e i r

o f f i c e  a t  T h i r d  a n d  Church  up to  U n io n  S t r e e t ,  t h e y  c h a n c e d

on f o r m e r  S h e r i f f  J o h n  D. S harp  who began  t o  w a l k  w i t h  them.

As t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Union  an d  S e v e n t h ,  R o b in  and

S h a rp  saw Carmack a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  on S e v e n t h .  R o b in  t r i e d

t o  h u r r y  h i s  f a t h e r  up so t h a t  t h e  men would  n o t  s e e  e a c h

o t h e r ,  b u t  Duncan saw Carmack and,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  J .  C.

B r a d f o r d ,  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  i s  S e n a t o r  Carmack; I  am g o in g  t o  
98s p e a k  t o  h i m ."  When R o b in  a s k e d  h im  n o t  t o ,  Duncan

97 Rob in ,  l i k e  y o u n g  Joe  Mabry b e f o r e  h im ,  seems to  
h a v e  s e n s e d  t h e  im p e n d in g  c r i s i s  w h i c h  he was  p o w e r l e s s  to  
p r e v e n t .

98Waller, Nashville, p. 96.
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r e p l i e d ,  " I  know Carmack and  he  knows me; t h e r e  w i l l  be  no

t r o u b l e . "  Carmack was g r e e t i n g  a p r o m i n e n t  f r i e n d ,  Mrs .

C h a r l e s  H. E a s tm an ,  when C ooper  c a l l e d  t o  h im .  She

t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  C ooper  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  h e r e  y o u  a r e  a l l  r i g h t ,  I
99h a v e  t h e  d r o p  on y o u  now ,"  o r  words  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .

Carmack t h e n  drew h i s  p i s t o l ,  and C ooper  c o n t i n u e d ,  "You 

d a s t a r d l y  co w ard ,  y o u  c o w a r d l y  s c o u n d r e l ,  h i d i n g  b e h i n d  t h a t  

woman, a r e  you? G e t  o u t  f ro m  b e h i n d  t h a t  woman."  She 

q u i c k l y  moved f i v e  t o  s e v e n  f e e t  o u t  o f  t h e  l i n e  o f  f i r e .

She c o u l d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  who f i r e d  f i r s t ,  b u t ,  when i t  

c o n c l u d e d ,  Carmack was dead  a n d  Rob in  w ounded .  Her  

t e s t i m o n y  r a t h e r  c l e a r l y  p u t s  t h e  g u i l t  on t h e  C o o p e r s ,  a n d  

D u n c a n ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  " h e r e  y o u  a r e  a l l  r i g h t , "  i m p l i e s  t h a t  

t h e y  e x p e c t e d  to  f i n d  him t h e r e ,  h e n c e  a p r e m e d i t a t e d  

c o n s p i r a c y .

The C oopers  p r e s e n t e d  a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  

e v e n t s .  They  d e n i e d  t h a t  Duncan made t h e  v e r b a l  c h a l l e n g e  

w h ic h  Mrs. Eas tm an  r e c o l l e c t e d  and  a r g u e d  t h a t ,  when Duncan 

c a l l e d  t o  Carmack,  t h e  l a t t e r  drew h i s  p i s t o l  a n d  f i r e d  two 

s h o t s  a t  R o b in ,  w o und ing  h im  i n  h i s  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r .  R ob in  

t h e n  drew h i s  p i s t o l  and  r e t u r n e d  t h e  f i r e .  As a l l  t h r e e  

o f  R o b i n ' s  s h o t s  h i t  Carmack and  any  o f  them c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  

f a t a l ,  t h e n  Carmack h a d  c l e a r l y  f i r e d  f i r s t ;  an d  R o b in  was 

m e r e l y  d e f e n d i n g  h i m s e l f .  A l s o ,  a s  Duncan h a d  n o t  f i r e d  a

99Cooper and Cooper v. Tennessee, p. 193.
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s h o t ,  t h e  c a s e  s h o u l d  b e  d i s m i s s e d .  I t  was up t o  t h e

j u r y  t o  d e c i d e .

A f a i r  t r i a l  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  g i v e n  t h e

c o n f l i c t i n g  t e s t i m o n y ,  b u t  t h e  T e n n e s s e a n  made a  f a i r  t r i a l

n e x t  t o  i m p o s s i b l e .  I t s  h e a d l i n e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  w as ,

" S e n a t o r  Carmack I s  S h o t  Down I n  C old  B l o o d . "  I t  was a

m a t t e r  o f  f i r s t  d e g r e e  " m u rd e r ,  p r e m e d i t a t e d ,  d e l i b e r a t e l y

p l a n n e d  and e x e c u t e d  i n  a  c o l d - b l o o d e d  s t y l e . T h e

T e n n e s s e a n  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  l i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t r i a l ,  w h i l e

t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  i m m e d i a t e l y  r a l l i e d  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f
102demanding  " j u s t i c e "  f o r  t h e  k i l l e r  o f  t h e i r  h e r o .

The t r i a l  i t s e l f  and t h e  a p p e a l s  go b e y o n d  th e  s c o p e  

o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  b u t  a b r i e f  a c c o u n t  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  The g r a n d  

j u r y  m e t  12 November 1 9 0 8 ,  t h r e e  days  a f t e r  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  

and t h e  n e x t  day  i n d i c t e d  b o t h  C o o p e r s  an d  S h a r p ,  t h e  

b y s t a n d e r ,  on c h a r g e s  o f  f i r s t - d e g r e e  m u rd e r .  They r e m a i n e d  

i n  j a i l  u n t i l  t h e i r  t r i a l  b e g an  20 J a n u a r y  1909 .  I t  t o o k  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  d a y s  to  s e l e c t  t h e  j u r y .  On 17 M arch  t h e  j u d g e  

made a  l e n g t h y  c h a r g e  t o  t h e  j u r y ,  and  two days  l a t e r  i t  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  had  a g r e e d  t o  a c q u i t  S h a rp  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  

d e c i d e  on t h e  C o o p e r s .  The j u d g e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  j u r y  t o

^ ^ N a s h v i l l e  T e n n e s s e a n , 10 November 1 9 0 8 .
102 The p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  p r e s s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  

p r e s e n t e d  t h e  same v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t s .  The Carmack 
P a p e r s ,  TSLA, c o n t a i n  s e v e r a l  c l i p p i n g s ;  a l s o ,  s e e ,  I s a a c ,  
P r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  P o l i t i c s , p .  159 ;  and  S m i th ,  "The  
C a r m a c k - P a t t e r s o n  Campaign ,  p p .  9 0 - 9 1 .
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k e ep  a t  i t  u n t i l  i t  h a d  r e a c h e d  a  d e c i s i o n .  T h r e e  days  a n d  

t w e n t y - f i v e  b a l l o t s  l a t e r ,  i t  r e t u r n e d  t h e  v e r d i c t  t h a t  b o t h  

C oope rs  w e re  g u i l t y  o f  s e c o n d - d e g r e e  m u r d e r ,  a n d  t h e  j u d g e  

a f f i x e d  a  s e n t e n c e  o f  t w e n t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .

They i m m e d i a t e l y  a p p e a l e d  t h e  v e r d i c t  t o  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  

o f  T e n n e s s e e  w h e re  t h e i r  c a s e  was h e a r d  i n  A p r i l .  On t h e  

t h i r t e e n t h ,  t h a t  c o u r t  r em anded  t h e  c a s e  o f  Rob in  b a c k  t o
103t h e  l o w e r  c o u r t  b u t  u p h e l d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  Duncan.  

Thus ,  Duncan,  who h ad  a  c r i p p l e d  r i g h t  h a n d  and h a d  n o t  

f i r e d  a  s h o t ,  was g u i l t y  o f  s e c o n d  d e g r e e  m u rd e r ;  b u t  

Rob in ,  who h ad  k i l l e d  Carmack,  was s u p p o s e d  to  g e t  a n o t h e r  

t r i a l .

G o v e r n o r  P a t t e r s o n  h a d  f o l l o w e d  t h e  C o o per -C arm ack  

a f f a i r  f ro m  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  an d  p e r h a p s  h e  f e l t  p e r s o n a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  s i n c e  t h e  men b e g a n  t o  q u a r r e l  b e c a u s e  o f  Duncan 

C o o p e r ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  h im .  I n  any  e v e n t ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

o p p o n e n t s  c h a r g e d  him w i t h  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  Supreme 

C o u r t  j u d g e s  on  C o o p e r ' s  b e h a l f . W h e n  t h e  c o u r t  u p h e l d  

t h e  v e r d i c t ,  P a t t e r s o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  p a r d o n e d  Duncan Cooper  

and  s a i d  t h a t ,  " i t  t o o k  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  s e v e n t y - t w o  d a y s  

t o  d e c i d e  t h i s  c a s e  an d  i t  d e c i d e d  i t  t h e  wrong w a y . I t  

t o o k  me s e v e n t y - t w o  m i n u t e s  and  I  d e c i d e d  i t  t h e  r i g h t

103 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  
a c c o u n t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  t r i a l  i n  C r u t c h e r ,  
" C a r e e r  o f  C a rm a c k ,"  p p .  5 9 - 6 8 ,  an d  W a l l e r ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  p p .  
9 7 -1 0 2 .

■'‘̂ Smith, "The Carmack-Patterson Campaign," pp.95-96. 6
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w a y . " ' ^ '*  The p a r d o n  o f  a  g o v e r n o r  i s  a b s o l u t e  i n  a  c a s e

l i k e  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e re  a t  an  e n d .

C h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  R o b in  w ere  d r o p p e d .

The p o l i t i c a l  power  o f  G o v e rn o r  P a t t e r s o n  was a l s o

com ing  t o  an  e n d .  I n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  an d

R e p u b l i c a n  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  n o t  o n l y  t o  e l e c t

l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  b u t  a l s o  t o  p a s s  a  s t a t e - w i d e

p r o h i b i t i o n  law  and  t o  o v e r r i d e  P a t t e r s o n ' s  v e t o  o f  i t .

T h i s  s p l i t  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  was n o t  s i m p l y  a m a t t e r

o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  and  i t  b r o a d e n e d  i n t o  a  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e
1 06l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  an d  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .  The s p l i t

s o l i d i f i e d  i n t o  a  c o a l i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  p o p u l a r  d i s l i k e  o f  

P a t t e r s o n  was so g r e a t  t h a t  h e  w i t h d r e w  h i s  c a n d i d a c y  f o r  

r e e l e c t i o n  when no m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  h im .  The 

R e p u b l i c a n  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  Ben W. Hooper  was e l e c t e d  

g o v e r n o r  i n  1910 an d  a g a i n  i n  1912 .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

q u a n t i f y  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  C a r m a c k ' s  d e a t h  an d  P a t t e r s o n ' s  

p a r d o n  o f  C ooper  h a d  on a l l  t h i s ;  m o s t  l i k e l y  i t  s e r v e d  a s  a

' ^ " ’i b i d . ,  C r u t c h e r ,  " C a r e e r  o f  C a rm a c k ,"  p p .  6 7 - 5 8 .  
106 The l e g i s l a t u r e  r e d u c e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p o w ers  by t a k i n g  away h i s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  members 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  E l e c t i o n  B oard  an d  a s s u m in g  t h a t  p r e r o g a t i v e  
t h e m s e l v e s .  A c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  a f f a i r  
c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  S t a n l e y  J .  F o lm sb e e ,  R o b e r t  E. C o r le w ,  an d  
Enoch L. M i t c h e l l ,  T e n n e s s e e :  A S h o r t  H i s t o r y  ( K n o x v i l l e :
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p . 4 4 2 - 4 7 ;  C r u t c h e r ,  
" C a r e e r  o f  C a rm a c k ,"  p p .  6 8 - 6 9 ;  S m i th ,  "The Carmack-  
P a t t e r s o n  C a m p a ig n ,"  p p .  91 e t  s e q . :  W a l l e r ,  N a s h v i l l e , p p .
9 1 - 1 0 3 ;  and  Dewey W. G ran tham ,  J r . ,  " G o e b e l ,  G o n z a l e s , 
Carmack:  T h r e e  V i o l e n t  S c e n e s  i n  S o u t h e r n  P o l i t i c s , "
M i s s i s s i p p i  Q u a r t e r l y  11 ( W i n te r  1 9 5 8 ) : 3 5 - 3 6 .
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c a t a l y s t  on t h e  f o r c e s  a l r e a d y  a t  w o r k .  The p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  

may h a v e  c a p t u r e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  s h o o t i n g  and  

p a s s e d  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  m e a s u re  and  o v e r r i d d e n  P a t t e r s o n ' s  

v e t o  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r d o n ;  b u t  s t i l l  t h e  s h o o t i n g  c e r t a i n l y  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  a n d  o v e r r i d e ,  a n d  t h e  p a r d o n  a f f e c t e d  

P a t t e r s o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e  a s  a d v e r s e l y  a s  i f  h e  h a d  

c o n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  s h o o t i n g .  R o b in  C o o p e r ' s  b u l l e t s  f e l l e d  

more  t h a n  one  man, a n d ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  man h e  k i l l e d  seems

t o  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  more f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  b y  d y i n g  t h a n  he
. . ■ I  , . . 107h a d  by l i v i n g .

A summary o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  s h o u l d  

f i r s t  p o i n t  t o  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  among t h e  s u b j e c t s .  I n  e a c h  

s e t  o f  a n t a g o n i s t s  f o r  w h ic h  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

a v a i l a b l e ,  one  man came f rom  a  p r o m i n e n t  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  

o t h e r  d i d  n o t .  The men ( e x c e p t  Brownlow a n d  H aynes )  were  

a l s o  a l m o s t  a  g e n e r a t i o n  a p a r t  i n  ag e  ( s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  i s  

t h e  a v e r a g e  d i f f e r e n c e ) . The i n c i d e n t s  r a n g e d  o v e r  a  f i f t y  

y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  t im e  d u r i n g  w h ic h  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a g a i n s t  

p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  g r a d u a l l y  h a r d e n e d .  S i m i l a r i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  

a p p a r e n t .  I n  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  c a s e s  t h e  men f o u g h t  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  h a d  a l l o w e d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  become 

p e r s o n a l  a n d  h a d  u s e d  t h e i r  p a p e r s  t o  a t t a c k  t h e i r  

o p p o n e n t s .  C o n t r a r y  t o  Mark T w a i n ' s  d e p i c t i o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e

^ ^ R o b i n  Cooper  l a t e r  m a r r i e d  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L. & N. R a i l r o a d ,  an d  i n  1919 he was 
" m y s t e r i o u s l y  m u r d e r e d , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  I s a a c ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  
P o l i t i c s , p .  184.
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j o u r n a l i s t s ,  t h e s e  new spaperm en  do n o t  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  

f r e q u e n t l y  p h y s i c a l l y  v i o l e n t .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

w e r e  a b l e  t o  v e n t  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  p a p e r s .



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSIONS

This  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  

and s c i e n t i f i c  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  v i o l e n c e  and h a s  ex am in ed  

some f o u r t e e n  m a jo r  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e  i n  

T e n n e s s e e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c a s e  

s t u d i e s  has  b e e n  on p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  

f a c t o r s  have  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  and t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

n e e d  t o  be d raw n  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  A f t e r  t h i s  h a s  

b e e n  done,  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n s  w h i c h  

h a v e  m a n i f e s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  comments w i l l  b e  made o n  t h e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  m o d e ls  a n d  t h e i r  

u s e f u l n e s s  i n  an h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y .

The f r o n t i e r  e x p e r i e n c e  has  l o n g  b e e n  one  o f  t h e  

m o s t  p o p u l a r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  A m er ican  v i o l e n c e .  I t  h a s  b ee n  

h e l d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  l a w l e s s n e s s  and  l a c k  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

r e s t r a i n t s  f o u n d  t h e r e  i m p r i n t e d  upon A m e r ic a n s  a s t r a i n  o f  

v i o l e n c e  w h i c h  p e r s i s t e d  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  had  

t e c h n i c a l l y  pas sed . '* '  While  t h i s  a rg u m e n t  i s  a p p e a l i n g  an d

^■Richard Maxwell  Brown, S t r a i n  o f  V i o l e n c e : 
H i s t o r i c a l  S t u d i e s  o f  A m er ican  V i o l e n c e  and  V i g i l a n t i sm 
(New York: O x f o rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  ppT v i i ,  1 - 5 .

209



210

t r u e  i n  p l a c e s ,  i t  seems to  s u f f e r  t h e  same f l a w  as  t h e  

f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  h y p o t h e s i s - - i t  i s  t o o  v a g u e  a n d  open-  

e n d e d .  To s t a t e  t h a t  T e n n e s s e a n s  who c o m m i t t e d  a c t s  o f  

v i o l e n c e  w e re  somehow i p s o  f a c t o  d i s p l a y i n g  a  s o r t  o f  

f r o n t i e r  i m p r i n t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  b e g g i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  o r ,  a t  

l e a s t ,  n o t  t o  be o f  much v a l u e  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  o u r  

u n d e r s  t a n d i n g .

The g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a  f r o n t i e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  

o f  v i o l e n c e  i s  f o u n d  a t  t h e  s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  o f  a n a l y s i s .

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  c a s e  

s t u d i e s  w as ,  f o r  t h e  m os t  p a r t ,  r a t i o n a l  and p u r p o s e f u l ,  

t h a t  t h e  men were  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  a  s o c i a l  

c o n t e x t ,  t h a t  t h e y  o f t e n  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  w hat  t h e y  w ere  g o in g  

to  do b e f o r e  t h e y  d i d  i t ,  an d  t h a t  t h e y  most  l i k e l y  w e ig h e d  

t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o s t s  a n d  

b e n e f i t s .  Assuming t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  d i lem m as  o f  t h e s e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  men were  p r o b a b l y  n o t  g r e a t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  men, w h a t ,  t h e n ,  e x p l a i n s  

t h e  a p p a r e n t  h i g h e r  i n c i d e n c e  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  v i o l e n c e  among 

p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ?  An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  

o f  t h e  a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  a  c l u s t e r  o f  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  

community  a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  may b e  s a i d  t o  have  r e f l e c t e d  a 

f r o n t i e r  t r a d i t i o n .

One p r o v o c a t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  

p e r c e i v e d  community a t t i t u d e  w h ic h  may have  a c t u a l l y  

e n c o u r a g e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  v i o l e n t  e n c o u n t e r s .  P h y s i c a l
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c o u r a g e  was a  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  a t t r i b u t e  f o r  an y

f r o n t i e r s m a n ,  a n d  i t  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  a l m o s t  an  e s s e n t i a l

one  f o r  f r o n t i e r  l e a d e r s . John  Hope F r a n k l i n  h a s  p o i n t e d  t o

t h e  a v i d i t y  w i t h  w h ich  S o u t h e r n e r s  s o u g h t  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e s

w h ic h  h e  s a i d  r e f l e c t e d  " t h e  e x t e n s i v e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  t h e
2

m a r t i a l  s p i r i t  h a d  [ in ]  . . . S o u t h e r n  l i f e . "  More

f u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  t h i s  a v i d i t y  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t

r e v e r e n c e  i n  w h ic h  S o u t h e r n e r s  h e l d  men who h a d

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  by  t h e i r  c o u r a g e  an d  s k i l l  i n

f i g h t i n g .  A n i t a  G o o d s t e i n ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  N a s h v i l l e  i n

1800 " l o o k e d  t o  l e a d e r s h i p  b a s e d  on  t r a d i t i o n a l  p i o n e e r

v i r t u e s ,  p h y s i c a l  c o u r a g e ,  e n d u r a n c e ,  and a  t a l e n t  t o  
3

s u r v i v e  . . . "  a p p e a r s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  was e x p e c t e d  t o  be  p h y s i c a l l y  b r a v e .  W i th  

c o u r a g e  h e l d  a t  su c h  a premium, l e a d e r s  c o u l d  i l l  a f f o r d  t o  

qu ak e  b e f o r e  a  f o e .  C o l o n e l  W hi te  p o i n t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

s t i g m a  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f e a r f u l  when he  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  d u e l  

w i t h  H o u s to n  t h u s l y :  "Knowing t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t o n e

o f  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  h e r e  [ N a s h v i l l e ] , a  cow ard  c a n n o t  l i v e  

e x c e p t  i n  d i s g r a c e  and  o b s c u r i t y ,  I  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  a s  t o  

my c o u r s e  [ t o  f i g h t  t h e  d u e l ] , n o r  s h a l l  I  h a v e  c a u s e  e v e r

^ J o h n  Hope F r a n k l i n ,  The M i l i t a n t  S o u t h ,  1800-1861  
(New York:  Beacon  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p . 192.

3A n i t a  S. G o o d s t e i n ,  " L e a d e r s h i p  on t h e  N a s h v i l l e  
F r o n t i e r ,  1 7 8 0 - 1 8 0 0 , "  T e n n e s s e e  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  35 
(Summer 1 9 7 6 ) : 1 7 5 - 9 8 .  -------------
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t o  r e g r e t  i t . " ^  To p a r a p h r a s e  Ben F r a n k l i n ,  i t  seems t o  

h a v e  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  n o t  o n l y  t o  be  f e a r l e s s  b u t  a l s o  t o  g i v e  

t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  b e i n g  f e a r l e s s .

I n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  t h e  l e a d e r s  may w e l l  have  b e e n  

r e s p o n d i n g  as  much t o  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  community  e x p e c t a t i o n s  

o f  b r a v e r y  a s  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  a n t a g o n i s m s .  W i t n e s s  t h e  

p u b l i c  p o s t u r i n g s  o f  J a c k s o n  and  S e v i e r ;  Swann, J a c k s o n ,  a n d  

D i c k i n s o n ;  J a c k s o n  a n d  t h e  B e n t o n s ;  H o u s to n  an d  W h i te ;  

Brownlow and  H aynes ;  and  Mabry and O 'C o n n e r .  I n  t h e s e  

i n c i d e n t s ,  an d  p e r h a p s  s e v e r a l  more ,  an  i m p o r t a n t ,  a l b e i t  

u n a n s w e r a b l e ,  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s - - i f  t h e i r  q u a r r e l s  h ad  b e e n  

p r i v a t e  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  had  b e e n  t o t a l l y  u n a w a re  o f  them ,  

t h e n  how many s h o t s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  f i r e d ?

The a p p a r e n t  power  o f  t h e  w ord  " c o w a rd "  to  draw a 

f i g h t  i n t e r s e c t s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  l e n g t h s  t o  w h ic h  t h e s e  

men w o u ld  so m e t im es  go to  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n s .  The 

m os t  t o u c h y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  h o n o r  was t h e i r  c o u r a g e ;  i t  

seems t o  h av e  r a n k e d  above  i n t e g r i t y  an d  o t h e r  v i r t u e s  a s  

t h e  one  t h e y  w ould  r i s k  d e a t h  t o  d e f e n d .  R e c a l l  t h a t  i t  was 

D i c k i n s o n ' s  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  J a c k s o n  was " a  co w a rd  a n d  a  

p o l t r o o n "  t h a t  t r i g g e r e d  J a c k s o n ' s  c h a l l e n g e .  The w o rd  was 

u s e d  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a s  a  b l u d g e o n  by S e v i e r ,  Brownlow, Swann, 

H o u s to n ,  W h i te ,  a n d  F o r r e s t .  O th e r  i n s u l t s  w o u ld  l a t e r

^W hite  t o  G u i l d ,  21 December  1826,  i n  Jo  C. G u i l d ,  
O ld  T im es  i n  T e n n e s s e e  w i t h  H i s t o r i c a l , P e r s o n a l ,  and  
P o l i t i c a l  S c r a p s  a n d  S k e t c h e s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  T r a v e l ,  E a s tm a n
and  H o w e l l ,  1 8 7 8 ) ,  p p . 2 8 6 -8 8 .
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r e p l a c e  " c o w a r d , "  b u t  f o r  t h e  J a c k s o n i a n  an d  C i v i l  War 

g e n e r a t i o n  t h e  crown j e w e l  i n  a m a n ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  was h i s  

p h y s i c a l  b r a v e r y .

T h e se  v i o l e n t  i n c i d e n t s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  a 

r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  A lm o s t  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  them o c c u r r e d  i n  

N a s h v i l l e  ( 8 ) ,  K n o x v i l l e  ( 2 ) ,  a n d  W a s h in g to n ,  D.C. ( 1 ) ;  

f u r t h e r ,  a l m o s t  s i x t y  p e r c e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  w h a t  was a t  t h a t  

t im e  a  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  u r b a n  

s e t t i n g  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  so  f r e q u e n t .  One w o u ld  e x p e c t  men 

o f  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n s  t o  l i v e  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  more 

p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s .

I n  t h i s  w r i t e r ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  two m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  w ere  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  weapons  a n d  t h e  

t o l e r a n c e  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e  community  seemed t o  a c c e p t  p e r s o n a l  

v i o l e n c e .  A m er ica  h a s  a lw a y s  h a d  a  h i g h  r a t i o  o f  guns  t o  

i n d i v i d u a l s  ( a b o u t  1 : 1 ) ,  a n d  t h a t  r a t i o  o r i g i n a t e d  on t h e  

f r o n t i e r .  I t  was p e r p e t u a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  

s u c h  an  e x t e n t  t h a t  a  r e c e n t  s t u d y  h a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

was a " g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  c a r r y  a r m s , "  e v e n  i n  t h e  c i t i e s . ^  

A p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  p a p e r  by B e r k o w i t z  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t ,  

when a  p e r s o n  i s  a n g r y  ( o r  h i s  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

a g g r e s s i o n  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o w ) , even  t h e  c a s u a l  s i g h t  o f  a

Lee K e n n e t t  and  James  LaVerne  A n d e r s o n ,  The Gun i n  
A m e r ic a :  The O r i g i n s  o f  a N a t i o n a l  Dilemma ( W e s t p o r t ,  Conn.:
Greenwood P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  148,  249 .
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g
weapon can  s t i m u l a t e  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r .  I t  i s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assum e  ( a n d  t h e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  seem  

t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s )  t h a t ,  when g e n t l e m e n  go a b o u t  t h e i r  

d a i l y  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  w eapons  on  t h e i r  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  

o f  v i o l e n c e  i s  i n c r e a s e d .  Of t h e  f o u r t e e n  i n c i d e n t s  o f  

v i o l e n c e  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  o n l y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  

d e a l t  w i t h  men who d e l i b e r a t e l y  armed t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  i n t e n t  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  a c t  o f  v i o l e n c e  w h ic h  

t r a n s p i r e d ;  i n  t h e  n i n e  o t h e r s ,  t h e  men w e r e  e i t h e r  

g r a t u i t o u s l y  a rm ed  o r  h a d  t a k e n  up arms " j u s t  i n  c a s e . "

I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

e s p e c i a l l y ,  T e n n e s s e a n s  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n d o n e d  p e r s o n a l  

v i o l e n c e  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Th is  a t t i t u d e  c a n  n o t  be  

q u a n t i f i e d  b u t  i t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  w ays :  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  l a c k  o f

j u d i c i a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  an d  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  r i s e  o f  t h e

p a r t i c i p a n t s '  p u b l i c  c a r e e r s .  I t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  shown 

t h a t  t y p i c a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  m id - 1 8 5 0 s  t h e  p r e s s  r e a c t e d  t o  t h e

i n c i d e n t s  a s  u n f o r t u n a t e  a n d  r e g r e t t a b l e  b u t  somehow p e r h a p s

u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  Very s e ld o m  was t h e r e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  and ,  i n  

t h o s e  few i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h ic h  d i s a p p r o v a l  w as  e x p r e s s e d ,  i t  

seems n o t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  p e r  s e  b u t  o f  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e .  When t h e

g

L e o n a r d  B e r k o w i t z  an d  A nthony  L e P a g e ,  "Weapons a s  
A g g r e s s i o n - E l i c i t i n g  S t i m u l i , "  i n  The Dynamics  o f  A g g r e s s i o n : 
I n d i v i d u a l ,  G roup ,  an d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A n a l y s e s , e d s . . E d w i n  
I . M egargee  a n d  J a c k  E . Hokanson (New Y o r k : H a r p e r  and  Row,
1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  134.
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s u p p o r t e r s  o f  D i c k i n s o n  c r i t i c i z e d  J a c k s o n ,  i t  was n o t  so 

much f o r  h a v i n g  k i l l e d  t h e i r  man b u t  f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  b a d  fo rm  

i n  t h e  m anner  i n  w h ich  h e  d i d  i t .

I n  o n l y  one o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  m a j o r  i n c i d e n t s  d i d  a 

t r i a l  j u r y  c o n v i c t  someone f o r  h i s  c r i m e ,  an d  when t h a t  

h a p p e n e d  G o v e rn o r  P a t t e r s o n  g r a n t e d  a  p a r d o n .  I n  o t h e r  

c a s e s  g r a n d  j u r i e s  may h av e  m e t ,  b u t  t r i a l s  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w ere  d i f f e r e n t  i n  e a c h  i n s t a n c e ,  

t h e  sum o f  t h e  p a r t s  seems to  b e  t h a t  o u r  c i t i z e n s  t o l e r a t e d  

men s e t t l i n g  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  d i s p u t e s  p r i v a t e l y .  M a t t e r s  w ere  

a l l o w e d  to  t a k e  t h e i r  c o u r s e  i f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a b i d e d  by 

w h a t  seem ed  t o  h a v e  b e e n  th e  u n w r i t t e n  r u l e s  o f  p r i o r  

n o t i f i c a t i o n ;  an  o pen ,  f a c e - t o - f a c e  " f a i r  f i g h t " ;  a n d  th e  

s p a r i n g  o f  i n n o c e n t  b y s t a n d e r s .

B e g i n n i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  1850s  e d i t o r s  and 

p r o s e c u t o r s  becam e more c r i t i c a l  o f  " g e n t l e m e n  o f  p r o p e r t y  

a n d  s t a n d i n g "  who s h o t  e a c h  o t h e r .  W i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  w a r t i m e  F o r r e s t - G o u l d  a f f a i r ,  i n  e v e r y  c a s e  f ro m  

P o i n d e x t e r - H a l l  (1859)  on ,  t h e  p r e s s  and  t h e  c o u r t s  b e g a n  t o  

a s k  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s .  H a l l  was ex a m in ed  by  t h e  

g r a n d  j u r y  f o r  a l m o s t  a  week, Mabry an d  O 'C o n n e r  b o t h  had  

b e e n  i n  c o u r t  b e f o r e  1881 ,  and  t h e n ,  f i n a l l y ,  i n  1908 ,

Cooper  was t r i e d  and  c o n v i c t e d  o f  s e c o n d - d e g r e e  m u r d e r .  

I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  a s  p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  seemed t o  c a u s e  more 

p r o b le m s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h a n  i t  s e t t l e d  and damaged 

more r e p u t a t i o n s  t h a n  i t  s a v e d ,  g e n t l e m e n  w e re  more w i l l i n g
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t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e m s e l v e s .  R e c a l l  t h a t ,  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  

i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  e x a m in e d ,  o n l y  two o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  

C i v i l  War. The days  w e re  p a s s i n g  when a  J a c k s o n  c o u l d  k i l l  

a  D i c k i n s o n  an d  l a t e r  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  

and  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  a  H o u s to n  c o u l d  s h o o t  a W h i te  and 

s t i l l  b e  e l e c t e d  t o  C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e n  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p .

W hile  i t  c a n  n o t  b e  p r e c i s e l y  s t a t e d  why t h e  p e r s o n a l  

v i o l e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  and  j o u r n a l i s t s  d e c l i n e d  so m a r k e d l y  

a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a n s w e r  may l i e  i n  

t h i s  c h a n g e  o f  p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e .  To b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

p o l i t i c i a n s  and  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  p e r h a p s  ab o v e  a l l  o t h e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  h ad  t o  be  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  They 

seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  s o .

The f i n a l  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n  i s  s t r i k i n g  and p o i n t s  

t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  b o t h  s o c i a l  and p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s  i n  

v i o l e n c e .  A lm os t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  

t h e  t h r o e s  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r  m i l i t a r y  cam paign  i n  w h ic h  b o t h  

o f  t h e  men u s u a l l y  h a d  b ee n  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d .  On t h e  

p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  t h i s  seems t o  c o n f i r m  Guy A C a r d w e l l ' s  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  " u n b r i d l e d  p o l i t i c a l  a r g u m e n t " ^  was a  m a jo r  

c a u s e  o f  d u e l s ;  b u t ,  s i n c e  a b o u t  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  f i g h t s  were  

n o t  d i r e c t l y  c a u s e d  by t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  c a m p a ig n ,  i t  a l s o  

s u g g e s t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  some form  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t a g i o n .  

A lm ost  a l l  o f  t h e  ca m p a ig n s  h a d  c h a r g e d  and  e x c i t e d  t h e

^Guy A. C a r d w e l l ,  "The Duel  i n  t h e  Old S o u th :  Crux
o f  a C o n c e p t , "  The S o u t h  A t l a n t i c  Q u a r t e r l y  66 (W in te r  
1 9 6 1 ) : 5 2 .
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c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  an u n u s u a l  s p i r i t  o f  c o n f l i c t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e  m e n ' s  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s i o n ,  w h ich  w e re  s t r o n g  

e n o u g h  i n  m ore  h a l c y o n  d a y s ,  may h a v e  m e l t e d  away i n  t h e  

h e a t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r o v e r s y .

B i r t h  o r d e r  i s  a r a t h e r  a m b i g i o u s ,  y e t  p e r s i s t e n t ,  

f a c t o r .  Of t h e  e l e v e n  men f o r  whom i t  c a n  be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

t e n  w e re  e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  l a s t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e i r  

s u c c e s s  o r  t o  t h e i r  v i o l e n c e ,  b u t  A l f r e d  A d l e r  h a s  o b s e r v e d
g

t h a t  f i r s t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  " t r a i n e d  t o  f i g h t "  and  t h a t  l a s t

c h i l d r e n  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  f i r s t  o n e s  i n  t h a t  " t h e  e x t r e m e

p o s i t i o n s  [ f i r s t  and  l a s t  i n  b i r t h  o r d e r ]  p r o v i d e  e x t r e m e  
9

p r o b l e m s . "  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  b i r t h  o r d e r  may be  r e l a t e d  t o  

b o t h  s u c c e s s  and  v i o l e n c e .  T h i s  w r i t e r  p r e f e r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  

a  b i r t h  o r d e r  p a t t e r n  a s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  p a r e n t h e t i c  

o b s e r v a t i o n :  i t  seems t o  be p r e s e n t  b u t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  i t

means i s  n o t  c e r t a i n .

T h e re  a r e  p r o b le m s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  

t o  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d .  I n  an o b j e c t i v e  c l i n i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i t  

i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h i n g s  s u c h  a s  p u n i t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  

weak f a t h e r s ,  s t r o n g  m o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  b u t  i n  an

8To f i g h t  f o r  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  when l a t e r  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  b o r n .

9
A l f r e d  A d l e r ,  What L i f e  S h o u ld  Mean to  You (London:  

G eo rg e  A l l e n  a n d  Unwin L t d . ,  1 9 3 2 ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  p p .  1 4 4 - 5 4 .  A d l e r  
c o n t e n d s  t h a t  " t h e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  l e a v e s  an  i n d e l i b l e  
s tam p  upon t h e  s t y l e  o f  l i f e . "
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h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  t h e  d a t a  a r e  o f t e n  e i t h e r  a b s e n t ,  s k e t c h y ,  

o r  s u b j e c t i v e .  I n  some c a s e s  an  a b s e n t  f a t h e r  can  b e  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a n d  i n  some a  s t r o n g  m o th e r  can  be  s u g g e s t e d ;  

b u t ,  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e s e  c a s e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  m i n o r i t y  o f  

t h e  t o t a l .  And t h e  r o s y  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  by  a d u l t s  o f  t h e  

l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  on t h e i r  m o t h e r ’ s k n ee  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  

c o m p e l l i n g .  I n  sum, t h i s  w r i t e r  f e e l s  t h a t ,  w h i l e  g e n e r a l  

p e r s o n a l i t y  a t t r i b u t e s  c a n  be  r e a s o n a b l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  an 

h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  t h e  p r e c i s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  e a r l y  f a m i l y  

and  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  s t i l l  q u i t e  

t e n u o u s .

The i n t e r m e d i a t e  f a c t o r s  were  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

an d  e v e n t s  w h ic h  may h a v e  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  a c t o r ' s  n o r m a l  l i f e  

p a t t e r n  and  h e n c e  lo w e r e d  h i s  u s u a l  i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

a g g r e s s i o n .  I t  was w o n d e re d  i f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  came a s  a  " b o l t  

o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e , "  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  

p r e l i m i n a r y  d e s t a b i l i z i n g  e v e n t s - - t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  new 

c a r e e r ,  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  a  l o s t  e l e c t i o n ,  a m a j o r  b u s i n e s s  

s e t b a c k ,  o r  some o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  f a i l u r e .  I n  a l m o s t  e i g h t y  

p e r c e n t ^  o f  t h e  f i g h t s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s r u p t i o n  seems to  

h av e  b e e n  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  one o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s .

B ased  o n  t h i s ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  seems t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  

t h a t  f r e q u e n t l y  f a c t o r s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  m e n ' s  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  may w e l l  h av e  made t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  

p o s s i b l e .  I f  J a c k s o n  h a d  b e e n  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a w y e r ,  would

" ^ E l e v e n  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  i n c i d e n t s .
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A v e r y ' s  s a r c a s m  have  d r i v e n  J a c k s o n  to  c h a l l e n g e  o r ,  i f  

M a b r y ' s  f o r t u n e s  h a d  n o t  beg u n  t o  d e c l i n e ,  w o u ld  he  h av e  

r e a c t e d  t o  O 'C o n n e r  i n  t h e  same way? T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  

can  n o t  be  a n s w e re d ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n s i d e r .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  w e r e ,  i n  a t  l e a s t  

f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e s ,  i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  o r  n e a r ­

v i o l e n c e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  men o r  t h e i r  s u r r o g a t e s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

n o t a b l e  i n c i d e n t .  The P o w e l l s '  a t t a c k i n g  Brownlow o r  

H a l l ' s  s o n ' s  a t t a c k i n g  P o i n d e x t e r  a r e  e x a m p le s  o f  t h i s  

phenomenon w h ic h  seem t o  b r i d g e  t h e  gap b e t w e e n  t h e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  im m e d ia te  f a c t o r s .  They ,  t o o ,  l i k e l y  

s e r v e d  a s  c a t a l y s t s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n .

The im m e d ia te  c a u s e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  w e re  t h o s e  w ords  

and  e v e n t s  w h ic h  d i r e c t l y  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  f i g h t  a n d ,  i n  

m ost  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  t h e y  w ere  c l e a r  e n o u g h .  I n  no c a s e s  

d i d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  f i g h t  o v e r  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  women, and  

i n  o n l y  one d o e s  money seem to  h a v e  b e e n  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  

t h e  c o n f l i c t  ( M a b r y - O 'C o n n e r ) . T h e re  a r e  no i n s t a n c e s  o f  

t h e  a s s a u l t  b e i n g  c o m m i t t e d  d u r i n g  a  d r u n k e n  r a g e ,  an d  t h e  

r e c o r d  d o e s  n o t  show t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t s  m u r d e r e d  o r  a s s a u l t e d  

members o f  t h e i r  im m e d ia te  f a m i l i e s . ^  I n  many w ay s ,  t h e  

m o t i v e s  an d  m e th o d s  o f  t h e  men i n  t h i s  p a p e r  a r e  n o t  t y p i c a l  

o f  t o d a y ' s  m odal  m u r d e r e r  o r  a g g r a v a t e d  a s s a u l t e r ,  n o r

" ^ T h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  b a s e d  on  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h i s  w r i t e r  h a s  a c q u i r e d ;  i t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  may h a v e  h a p p e n e d .
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s h o u l d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n ,  g i v e n  t h e  l i m i t s  w i t h i n  w h ic h  t h e
12s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d .  W i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x c e p t i o n ,

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  i m m e d ia t e  c a u s e  was w ords  o r  a c t i o n s  by one man

w h ic h  h e l d  t h e  o t h e r  i n  d i s r e p u t e .  I t  seems c l e a r  ( a s

s u g g e s t e d  e a r l i e r )  t h a t  t h e s e  w o rd s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e l a t e d  i n

m o s t  i n s t a n c e s  t o  d e p r e c a t i o n s  o f  r e p u t a t i o n  o r  w h a t  Abraham
13Maslow h a s  c a l l e d  e s t e e m  n e e d s .

A p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t o  p r o v i d e  

r e l i a b l e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  n o t a b l e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u p p e r  

c l a s s  v i o l e n c e .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  

can  be  shown t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  seem b o t h  t o  

p r e s e n t  a  p a t t e r n  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  a  theme i n  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  T e n n e s s e e  h i s t o r y .  The p u b l i c  d e p r e c a t i o n s  o f  

r e p u t a t i o n  w ere  f o l l o w e d  b y  e x c h a n g e s  o f  w a r n i n g s ;  t h e  men 

t h e n  a rm ed  t h e m s e l v e s  and  h a d  t h e i r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s .  Time 

and  a g a i n  t h e  men r e s p o n d e d  t o  r o u g h l y  p a r a l l e l  s i t u a t i o n s  

w i t h  s i m i l a r  a c t i o n s  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e  

v i o l e n c e  seems t o  h a v e  d e c l i n e d ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  r e m a i n e d  

e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n s t a n t  f ro m  J a c k s o n  and  A v e r y ' s  1788 d u e l  i n  

J o n e s b o r o  t o  C ooper  an d  C a r m a c k ' s  1908 p s e u d o  d u e l  i n  

N a s h v i l l e .

12 F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  ag e  o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r  i n  
a g g r a v a t e d  a s s a u l t  t o d a y  i s  n i n e t e e n ,  b u t  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  
t h i s  s t u d y  a v e r a g e d  somewhat o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  i n  a g e .

13 The n e e d  f o r  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  s t r e n g t h ,  c o m p e te n c e ,  
r e p u t a t i o n ,  an d  s t a t u s  o r  p r e s t i g e .
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h i s  p a p e r  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a p p r o a c h  

s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  by f o l l o w i n g  a  l i n e  f rom  t h e  

s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  w h ic h  r e v e r e d  p h y s i c a l  

c o u r a g e  and  t o l e r a t e d  a g g r e s s i v e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;  

t h r o u g h  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s q u i e t i n g  e v e n t s  ( s u c h  as  p e r s o n a l  

f a i l u r e s )  w h ic h  may h a v e  p r e p a r e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  

v i o l e n c e ;  t o  t h e  im m e d ia te  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  (which  

w ere  t h e  t h r e a t s  o f  some o f  t h e  p a r t i e s '  b e i n g  h e l d  p u b l i c l y  

i n  d i s r e p u t e ) .  A l s o ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  weapons  seems t o  have  

b e e n  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  b o t h  s o c i a l l y  and p e r s o n a l l y .

C o n s i d e r e d  i n  i t s  t o t a l i t y ,  n o  s i n g l e  t h e o r y  can  

e x p l a i n ,  much l e s s  p r e d i c t ,  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  

v i o l e n c e  i n  T e n n e s s e e .  S o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y  h a s  

c o n t r i b u t e d  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l i v i n g  i n  

a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h ere  one w i t n e s s e s  a g g r e s s i o n  and how t h a t  

may lo w e r  o n e ' s  own i n h i b i t i o n s .  The f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s i o n  

h y p o t h e s i s ,  an d  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  B e r k o w i t z ' s  r e v i s i o n s  

t h e r e o f ,  h a s  d i r e c t e d  t h i s  w r i t e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  i n t e r ­

m e d i a t e  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  t r i g g e r i n g  m echan ism  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  w eap o n s .  The l a c k  o f  d a t a ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n d a te s  t h a t  t h e s e  

t h e o r i e s  m u s t  r e m a in  more a s  h e l p f u l  and  i n s t r u c t i v e  g u i d e -  

p o s t s  w h ich  c a n  b r o a d e n  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  h i s t o r y ' s  

p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e f i n i t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  

p r o b le m s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  v i o l e n c e .



APPENDIX

222



THE AMERICAN HISTORY TEXTBOOKS AND THE 

TREATMENT OF NINETEENTH CENTURY 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  a p p e n d i x  i s  t o  i n q u i r e

i n t o  A m e r ic a n  h i s t o r y  s u r v e y  t e x t b o o k s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m e a s u re

t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .

The f i r s t  c h a p t e r  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t

s c h o l a r s  i n  many f i e l d s  a r e  a c t i v e l y  s t u d y i n g  v i o l e n c e .

T h i s  a p p e n d i x  q u e s t i o n s  n o t  so much w h e t h e r  o u r  t e x t b o o k s

a r e  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e s e  l a t e s t  e f f o r t s  a t  k n o w le d g e  b u t  w h e t h e r

t h e y  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  v i o l e n c e  a t  a l l ;  a n d ,  i f  s o ,  how? Are 
1 2H o f s t a d t e r ' s  a n d  K l e i n ' s  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s '  and  

h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s '  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  ( a s  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n )  a c c u r a t e ?

B e f o r e  a n s w e r i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  a  f i r s t  m a t t e r  

n e e d s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  How do l e v e l s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  i n  

A m e r ic a  com pare  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ?  I f  A m e r ic a n s

■^Richard H o f s t a d t e r ,  " R e f l e c t i o n s  on  V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  i n  R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r  an d  M ic h a e l  W a l l a c e ,  
e d s . ,  A m e r ic a n  V i o l e n c e :  A D ocum en ta ry  H i s t o r y  (New York:
Random H ouse ,  V i n t a g e  Books ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p . 3.

^ M i l t o n  K l e i n ,  "The F a ce  o f  V i o l e n c e :  A H i s t o r i c a l
P e r s p e c t i v e , "  S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  37 ( O c t o b e r  1 9 7 3 ) :5 4 1 .
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h a v e  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  p e a c e f u l  p r e s e n t ,  t h e n  i t  w o u ld  n o t  be

a s  s e r i o u s  a c o n c e r n  i f  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  demur and d u l c i f y  ou r

v i o l e n c e .  However,  i f  o u r  p r e s e n t  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  v i o l e n t ,

t h e n  o u r  t e x t b o o k s  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  o u r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  so

t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e s  m i g h t  be b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d .  News

p e r s o n  Edwin Newman's v i e w  r e g a r d i n g  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  i s  c l e a r .  I n  J a n u a r y  1977,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B r o a d c a s t i n g

Company p r e s e n t e d  a  t h r e e  h o u r  t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l ,  " V i o l e n c e

i n  A m e r i c a , "  on w h ic h  Newman, commenting  o n  th e  u b i q u i t y  o f

h i s  s u b j e c t ,  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  A m er ica  i s  " s i n g u l a r l y  a n d
3

a s t o n i s h i n g l y  v i o l e n t  among th e  a d v a n c e d  n a t i o n s . "  I t  i s  

n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  a n s w e r ,  b u t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  an sw er  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  C r o s s - c u l t u r a l  c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  

v e r y  c h a n c y  and  f i l l e d  w i t h  h a z a r d s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  which 

i s  t h a t  b e h a v i o r  w h ich  o n e  s o c i e t y  may c o n s i d e r  v i o l e n t  and 

u n a c c e p t a b l e ,  a n o t h e r  s o c i e t y  may n o t  condemn. The F e d e r a l  

B u rea u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n 1s U n ifo rm  Crime R e p o r t  l i s t s  a t  

l e a s t  f o u r t e e n  v a r i a b l e s  w h ich  a f f e c t  c o m p a r i so n s  made among 

c r im e  l e v e l s  i n  Los A n g e l e s ,  C h i c a g o ,  and A t l a n t a . ^  I f  one 

t r i e s  t o  compare  t h e  l e v e l s  i n  P a r i s ,  Pnom-Pehn,  a n d

^NBC, " V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , "  5 J a n u a r y  1977.

^ F e d e r a l  B u re a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  U n i fo rm  C r im e  
R e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - 1 9 7 6 , i s s u e d  by C l a r e n c e  M. 
K e l l y  ( W a sh in g to n ,  D . C . : G overnm ent  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1976) ,
p .  v .
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P o u g h k e e p s i e ,  t h e  b rew  i s  a l l  t h e  more f r o t h f u l .  Bu t  a 

m e a s u re  i s  n e e d e d . ^

P o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  Ted  R o b e r t  G urr  a n d  Vaughn F. 

B ishop  h a v e  com pared  l e v e l s  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  e i g h t y - s i x  

n a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1950s  and  1 9 6 0 s . ^  I n  e i g h t  c a t e g o r i e s  

o f  v i o l e n c e , ^  t h e y  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s i x  m o s t  o f f e n d i n g  

and t h e  s i x  l e a s t  o f f e n d i n g  n a t i o n s .  W h i le  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  n e v e r  r a n k e d  among t h e  s i x  l e a s t  c a c o p h o n i c ,  we were  

among t h e  s i x  m o s t  g u i l t y  o n l y  o n c e :  a  f i f t h  p l a c e  f i n i s h

i n  " m i l i t a r i s m . "  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  e m e r g in g  t h i r d  w o r l d  

n a t i o n s  w ere  t h e  most v i o l e n t  p l a c e s  t o  l i v e ,  and  t h e  more 

s t a b l e  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  p e a c e f u l .

E x t e n d i n g  t h e i r  d a t a ,  G u r r  and  B ish o p  t h e n  r a n k e d  

t h e  n a t i o n s  f ro m  f i r s t  (most  v i o l e n t  o v e r a l l )  t o  e i g h t y -  

s i x t h  ( l e a s t  v i o l e n t  o v e r a l l ) . By t h i s  c o m p o s i t e  m e a s u re  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f i n i s h e d  n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  

q u a r t i l e  i n  t w e n t y - f o u r t h  p l a c e .  I f ,  on  t h i s  n u m e r i c a l  

r a t i n g  s c a l e ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  does n o t  loom l a r g e  i n  w o r l d  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i t  w ou ld  n e v e r t h e l e s s  be a  m i s t a k e  t o  t a k e  much 

c o m f o r t  i n  t h a t .  T h a t  A m er ica  i s  l e s s  v i o l e n t  t h a n  V ie tn a m

^ J a r o l  B. Manheim, De.ja Vu: A m e r ic an  P o l i t i c a l
P ro b lem s  i n  H i s t o r i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e  (New York:  S t .  M a r t i n ' s
P r e s s , 1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  5 2 - 5 3 .

Ted R o b e r t  G u r r  and Vaughn F. B i s h o p ,  " V i o l e n t  
N a t i o n s ,  and O t h e r s , "  The J o u r n a l  o f  C o n f l i c t  R e s o l u t i o n  20 
(March 1 9 7 6 ) : 7 9 - 1 1 0 .

^ S o c i a l  v i o l e n c e ,  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  d i s c r i m i n a ­
t i o n ,  m i l i t a r i s m ,  p r o t e s t ,  i n t e r n a l  w a r ,  e x t e r n a l  w a r ,  and  
r e p r e s s i o n .
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i s  no g r e a t  a c h i e v e m e n t .  The more r e l e v a n t  c o m p a r i s o n  i s  

w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n s  w i t h  w h ich  we s h a r e  a  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  s i m i l a r  l e v e l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  eco n o m ic  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  t h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  we do a l m o s t  a s  p o o r l y  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  Of a l l  t h e  W e s t e r n  d e m o c r a c i e s ,  o n l y  F r a n c e
g

r a n k e d  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

An e a r l i e r  s t u d y  by G ur r  p r o d u c e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e
Q

same f i n d i n g s .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c i v i l  s t r i f e  i n  114 

n a t i o n s  and  c o l o n i e s  f ro m  1 961-1965  fo u n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

a g a i n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t i l e ,  t h i s  t i m e  t o w a r d  t h e  b o t t o m ,  

i n  f o r t y - f o u r t h  p l a c e . ^  A g a in ,  h o w e v e r ,  when com pared  w i t h  

t h e  s e v e n t e e n  o t h e r  W e s t e r n  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i d  

a s  b a d l y  as  p o s s i b l e .  Even F r a n c e  d i d  n o t  o u t r a n k  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h i s  t i m e .
11On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  and  m o re ,  i t  seems 

t h a t ,  i n  t h e  1950s a n d  1960s a t  l e a s t ,  A m e r ica  was a 

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  v i o l e n t  n a t i o n .  T h i s  w r i t e r  c e r t a i n l y  does

g

F r a n c e  f i n i s h e d  i n  s e v e n t h  p l a c e .
g

" C i v i l  s t r i f e "  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  " a l l  c o l l e c t i v e  n o n ­
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a t t a c k s  on  p e r s o n s  an d  p r o p e r t y  . . . b u t  n o t  
i n d i v i d u a l  c r i m e s .  . . . [ I t ]  i n c l u d e s  s y m b o l i c  a t t a c k s  on 
p o l i t i c a l  p e r s o n s  o r  p o l i c i e s  s u c h  a s  p o l i t i c a l  d e m o n s t r a ­
t i o n s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r i k e s . "  Ted R o b e r t  G u r r ,  "A 
C o m p a r a t iv e  S tu d y  o f  C i v i l  S t r i f e , "  i n  The H i s t o r y  o f  
V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r ic a :  H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  C o m p a r a t iv e
P e r s p e c t i v e s , e d s . Hugh D a v i s  Graham an d  Ted R o b e r t  G u r r  
(New York:  F r e d e r i c k  A. P r a e g e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  573 .

10I b i d . , p .  6 29 .

" ^ Iv o  K. F e i e r a b e n d ,  R o s a l i n d  L. F e i e r a b e n d ,  an d  
B e t t y  A. N e s v o l d ,  " S o c i a l  Change a n d  P o l i t i c a l  V i o l e n c e :  
C r o s s - N a t i o n a l  P a t t e r n s , "  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , p p .  6 3 2 - 8 7 .
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n o t  c o n t e n d  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e ,  a n d  t h e

p i t f a l l s  p r e s e n t  i n  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  a n d  l i m i t e d  t i m e  sp an

s t u d i e s  a r e  r e a l .  V i o l e n c e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  m a jo r  s o c i a l  
12p r o b l e m  t o d a y ,  an d ,  i n  t h e  w o rd s  o f  p s y c h o l o g i s t  S h e ld o n

13G. Levy ,  " i t s  r o o t s  r u n  v e r y  d e e p . "  I s  i t  u n f a i r ,  t h e n ,  

t o  a s k  t h a t  o u r  h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s  r e f l e c t  p a r t  o f  o u r  

v i o l e n t  h e r i t a g e ?  A t  l e a s t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 

a v a i l a b l e  i f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  i s s u e s  

s q u a r e l y .

How, t h e n ,  h a v e  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  d e a l t  w i t h  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  A m er ican  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ?  I n  o r d e r  t o  a n s w e r  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  make a b i p a r t i t e  c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s  o f  A m e r ic a n  h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s .  The f i r s t  p a r t  i s  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number  o f  i n c i d e n t s  h a n d l e d  by t h e  boo k s  

and  t h e  t y p e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  a f f o r d e d  t h o s e  i n c i d e n t s .  The 

s e c o n d ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  K l e i n ’ s " m o u n t a i n  o f  w o rd s"  

a c c u s a t i o n ,  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  amount  o f  s p a c e  

u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .  A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  a  few 

d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .

Few w o u ld  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  h i s t o r i a n  R o b e r t  F o g e l ' s  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  d i r e c t  m e a s u re m e n t  i s  m o s t  o f t e n

12U n i fo rm  Crime R e p o r t - - 1 9 7 6 , p .  v .

" ^ S h e l d o n  G. Levy ,  "A 1 5 0 - Y e a r  S tu d y  o f  P o l i t i c a l  
V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , "  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , p .  100.
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a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  c o u n t i n g . ^  The c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  w i t h  w hat  

to  c o u n t .  R a t h e r  t h a n  a t t e m p t  t o  h a n d l e  e v e r y  A m er ic an  

h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k  i n  p r i n t ,  a  s am ple  o f  them was s e l e c t e d .  

S in c e  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ' s  c a s e  s t u d y  i s  o f  T e n n e s s e e  

v i o l e n c e ,  i t  was  deemed a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  exam ine  t h o s e  t e x t ­

books  i n  u s e  i n  T e n n e s s e e ' s  t w e n t y  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  A s u r v e y  o f  t h o s e  c o l l e g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e x t s  w ere  i n  u s e  

d u r i n g  t h e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  1 9 7 4 -7 5 :

Baydo, G e r a l d .  A T o p i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 
Eng lew ood  C l i f f s , N. J . : P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 1974.

ADOPTION: S h e l b y  S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e

B e d f o r d ,  H enry  F . , a n d  C o l b o u r n ,  T r e v o r .  The A m e r i c a n s : A 
B r i e f  H i s t o r y . New Y ork :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,
J o v a n o v i c h ,  1972 .

ADOPTION: The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,
K n o x v i l l e

Blum, J o h n  M . , Morgan,  Edmund S . ,  R o s e ,  W i l l i e  Lee,
S c h l e s i n g e r ,  A r t h u r  M . , J r . ,  S tampp,  K e n n e th  M . , and 
Woodward, C. Vann.  The N a t i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e : A
H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 3 r d  e d .  New Y ork :  
H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,  J o v a n o v i c h ,  1973 .

ADOPTION: D y e r s b u r g  S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e
E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Memphis S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Motlow S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e  
W a l t e r s  S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e

B u r n e r ,  D a v id ,  M arcus ,  R o b e r t  D . , a n d  R o s e n b e r g ,  E m i l y  S. 
A m e r i c a :  A P o r t r a i t  i n  H i s t o r y . Englewood C l i f f s ,
0 7 :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1974.

14R o b e r t  W i l l i a m  F o g e l ,  "The L i m i t s  o f  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  
Methods  i n  H i s t o r y , "  A m er ican  H i s t o r i c a l  Rev iew 80 ( A p r i l  
1 9 7 5 ) :3 3 7 .
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ADOPTION: C o lum bia  S t a t e  Community
C o l l e g e

C u r r e n t ,  R i c h a r d  N . , W i l l i a m s ,  T. H a r r y ,  and F r e i d e l ,  F r a n k .  
A m e r ica n  H i s t o r y :  A S u r v e y . 3 r d  ed .  New York:
A l f r e d  A. K nopf ,  1971.

ADOPTION: C h a t t a n o o g a  S t a t e  T e c h n i c a l  Community
C o l l e g e
M id d le  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Roane S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  C h a t t a n o o g a

G a r r a t y ,  J o h n  A. A S h o r t  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  N a t i o n .
New Y ork :  H a r p e r  and Row, 1974

ADOPTION: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  N a s h v i l l e

G a r r a t y ,  J o h n  A. The A m er ican  N a t i o n :  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s -  ̂ 2 v o l s .  New Y o r k :  H a r p e r  and Row,
1966.

ADOPTION: T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
T e n n e s s e e  T e c h n o l o g i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  M a r t i n

G r u v e r ,  R e b e c c a  B r o o k s .  An A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r y . New Y o rk :  
A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y - C r o f t s , 1972.

ADOPTION: A u s t i n  Peay  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
C l e v e l a n d  S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e

H o f s t a d t e r ,  R i c h a r d ,  M i l l e r ,  W i l l i a m ,  a n d  A a r o n ,  D a n i e l .
The U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 3 r d  e d .  Englew ood C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1972.

ADOPTION: J a c k s o n  S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e

P i c k e n s ,  D o n a ld  D . , a n d  S e l ig m a n n ,  G u s t a v  L . , J r .  A m e r ic a  
i n  P r o c e s s . M i n n e a p o l i s :  W in s t o n  P r e s s ,  197!T

ADOPTION: S h e lb y  S t a t e  Community C o l l e g e

The a d m o n i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  O l e  H o l s t i

t h a t  " v a l i d  i n f e r e n c e s  depend  upon t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  b o t h  t h e

a n a l y s t ' s  d a t a  and t h e  c r i t e r i o n  (o r  norm )  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r
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c o m p a r i s o n " ^  h a s  t h u s  b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  h e e d e d .  The

e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  c o m p a r in g  th e  t e x t s  was a

m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  b e c a u s e  a  f a i r  a s  w e l l  a s  a n

a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e  was d e s i r e d .  An a p p r o p r i a t e  means o f

s a t i s f y i n g  b o t h  t h e s e  g o a l s  was s u g g e s t e d  e l s e w h e r e  by

H o l s t i  a n d  a l s o  b y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a n i to b a  h i s t o r i a n  Thomas

F .  C arney :  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  v e r s i o n  o f

t h e  theme b a s e d  on t h e  w ork  o f  an  e x p e r t  o r  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e

f i e l d  w h i c h  can  b e  u s e d  a s  a  c h e c k  l i s t  o r  y a r d s t i c k  by
16w h i c h  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  t e x t s .  The t e x t s  i n  q u e s t i o n  a r e  

c h e c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  l i s t  an d  a  " s c o r e "  c a n  be  d e r i v e d  f o r  

e a c h  book w h ic h  w i l l  p e r m i t  c o m p a r in g  th em  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  a r r i v i n g  a t  a  c o m p o s i t e  s c o r e  o r  t y p i c a l  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .

T h i s  w r i t e r  s o u g h t  a s i n g l e  s o u r c e  which  w o u ld  

p r i m a r i l y  o f f e r  a  b r o a d  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  m ore  i m p o r t a n t  

i n c i d e n t s  f rom  a c r o s s  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r .  

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  works  w h ic h  w o u ld  have  b e e n  more  o r  l e s s

O le  R. H o l s t i ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  ' A s p e c t s  o f  
I n f e r e n c e  f rom  C o n t e n t  D a t a , " '  i n  The A n a l y s i s  o f  
C o m m u n ica t io n s  C o n t e n t :  D ev e lo p m e n ts  i n  S c i e n t i f i c  T h e o r i e s
a n d  Com puter  T e c h n i q u e s , e d s . G eorge  G e r b n e r  e t  a l .  (New 
Y ork :  J o h n  W i ley  & S ons ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  117.

16 O le  R. H o l s t i ,  C o n t e n t  A n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  
S c i e n c e s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s  ( R e a d in g ,  M a s s . :  A d d i s o n - W e s l e y , 
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  58;  Thomas F. C a r n e y ,  C o n t e n t  A n a l y s i s :  A
T e c h n iq u e  f o r  S y s t e m a t i c  I n f e r e n c e  f rom C o m m u n ica t io n s  
( W i n n i p e g : U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a n i t o b a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p . T 6 1 - 6 2 ;
J u l i a n  L.  Simon, B a s i c  R e s e a r c h  Methods i n  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e : 
The A r t  o f  E m p i r i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  (New Y o rk :  Random H ouse ,
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p . 2 7 4 -7 6 ?
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s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  c a t a l o g  o f  v i o l e n c e ; ^  b u t ,  f rom

among them  a l l ,  H o f s t a d t e r  an d  W a l l a c e ,  A m e r ic a n  V i o l e n c e ,

was c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  i t  o f f e r e d  " a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w e l l - c h o s e n

. . . i n c i d e n t s ,  [and]  g i v e s  a  good c u m u l a t i v e  s e n s e  o f  t h e
1 Re x t e n t  a n d  v a r i e t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  s o c i a l  v i o l e n c e .  . .

The book ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  f a m i l i a r  t o  e v e n  p a r e n t h e t i c  

s t u d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  f o r t y - t h r e e  p a g e  e s s a y  

by  H o f s t a d t e r ,  " R e f l e c t i o n s  on V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s , "  an d ,  more i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  a 

c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  some 107 i n c i d e n t s  r a n g i n g  i n  t im e  f ro m  t h e  

1634 b e a v e r  t r a d e  d i s p u t e  b e tw e e n  t h e  P i l g r i m s  o f  P ly m o u th  

an d  t h e  P u r i t a n s  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Co lony  t o  t h e  1968 

r i o t s  a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  C h ic a g o .  I n

17 The m o s t  s c h o l a r l y  vo lum e on A m er ic an  v i o l e n c e  i s  
t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  Graham and  G u r r ,  V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , b u t  
i t  i s  t o o  s p e c i a l i z e d  an d  so m e t im e s  e s o t e r i c  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e s  h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t s  " H i s t o r i c a l  P a t t e r n s  o f  V i o l e n c e  
i n  A m e r i c a , "  by R i c h a r d  Maxwell  Brown, i s  q u i t e  good;  Brown 
h a s  two o t h e r  w orks  o f  m e r i t  w h ic h  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t  
s h o u l d  ex am in e ,  A m e r ica n  V i o l e n c e  (Englew ood C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  and  S t r a i n  o f  V i o l e n c e :  H i s t o r i c a l
S t u d i e s  o f  A m er ica n  V i o l e n c e  and  V i g i l a n t i s m  (New York :  
O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  H enry  S t e e l e  Commager 
o f f e r s  a  l i t t l e  p i e c e ,  "The H i s t o r y  o f  A m e r ica n  V i o l e n c e :
An I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  V i o l e n c e :  The C r i s i s  o f  A m er ican
C o n f i d e n c e , e d .  Hugh D av is  Graham ( B a l t i m o r e :  J o h n s  H opk ins
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  a n d  some 1 , 2 0 0 - 1 , 8 0 0  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  
e n t r i e s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 , 1 0 0  a u t h o r s  a r e  o f f e r e d  i n  D i r k  
H o e r d e r ,  comp, an d  e d . , V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s : 
R i o t s - - S t r i k e s - - P r o t e s t  a n d  S u p p r e s s i o n :  A Working
B i b l i o g r a p h y  f o r  T e a c h e r s  an d  S t u d e n t s  ( B e r l i n :  J o h n  F.
Kennedy I n s t i t u t  F u r  N o r d a m e r i k a s t u d i e n - F r e i e  U n i v e r s i t a t ,  
1 9 7 3 ) .

18 D avid  G r i m s t e d ,  r e v i e w  o f  A m er ican  V i o l e n c e , by 
H o f s t a d t e r  a n d  W a l l a c e ,  i n  A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r i c a l  Review  76 
(Summer 1 9 7 1 ) : 1 5 8 2 .
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o r d e r  t o  make t h e  t e x t b o o k  a n a l y s i s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y

c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  c a s e  s t u d y ,  t h e  s i x t y - t w o

i n c i d e n t s  w h ich  t o o k  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  179 6 -1 9 1 4  h a v e

b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s . The e d i t o r s  h a v e

r e n d e r e d  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n t o  e i g h t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s - - p o l i t i c a l ;

e conom ic ;  r a c i a l  ( s l a v e  r e v o l t s  an d  t h e i r  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  r a c e

r i o t s ,  g h e t t o  r i o t s ,  a n d  some c a s u a l t i e s  o f  c o n q u e s t ) ;

r e l i g i o u s  an d  e t h n i c ;  a n t i - r a d i c a l  and  p o l i c e ;  p e r s o n a l ;

a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  t e r r o r i s m ,  an d  p o l i t i c a l  m u r d e r s ;  and

v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  name o f  law ,  o r d e r ,  and  m o r a l i t y .

H o f s t a d t e r  an d  W a l l a c e  " c l a i m  n o  more t h a n  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d
19p a r t i a l  v a l i d i t y "  f o r  t h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  I t  w ould  b e  

a m i s t a k e  t o  t a k e  them t o o  e a r n e s t l y ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  c a n  

be  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  t h e  t e x t s '  a r e a s  o f  e m p h a s i s  a n d  n e g l e c t .

To t h e s e  s i x t y - t w o  u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s  a n d  e i g h t  c l a s s e s  o f  

v i o l e n c e ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  add  t h e  t w e lv e  e v e n t s  o f  

t h e  T e n n e s s e e  c a s e  s t u d y ;  t h u s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a  t o t a l  o f  

s e v e n t y - f o u r  u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s .

The n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o  c l a s s i f y  t h e  t y p e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  

each  u n i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  i n  th e  

s a m p le .  E v e ry  u n i t  w i l l  be  p l a c e d  i n t o  one  o f  f o u r  p o s s i b l e  

c a t e g o r i e s :  " n o t  m e n t i o n e d , "  " a l l u d e d  t o , "  " m e n t i o n e d , "  o r

" d i s c u s s e d . "

N o t i n g  J u l i a n  L.  S im o n ' s  B a s i c  R e s e a r c h  Methods  i n  

S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  c a t e g o r i e s  b e  d e f i n e d  so t h a t

19Hofstadter and Wallace, American Violence, p. v i .
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t h e  u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s  " w i l l  f i t  i n t o  one o r  a n o t h e r  c a t e g o r y
20w i t h o u t  t o o  much d o u b t  o r  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  o f f e r e d .  Where t h e r e  i s  no

d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an  i n c i d e n t ,  i t  w i l l  be

c o n s i d e r e d  " n o t  m e n t i o n e d . "  The s e c o n d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  be

" a l l u d e d  t o "  o r  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  b u t  n o t

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  by  name.  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  1851

C h r i s t i a n a  A f f a i r  i n  w h ic h  Edward G o r su c h  o f  M a ry la n d  was

k i l l e d  when h e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e t r i e v e  a  s l a v e  f ro m  t h e  b l a c k

community  o f  C h r i s t i a n a  i s  " a l l u d e d  t o "  by B e d f o r d  and

C o l b u r n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  " a  M a ry la n d  p l a n t e r  was s h o t  w h i l e
21c h a s i n g  h i s  runaw ays  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a . "  A n o t h e r  t e x t

a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  1834 a n t i - a b o l i t i o n  r i o t  i n  New York t h u s l y :

" A b o l i t i o n i s t s  n e v e r  e n j o y e d  much p u b l i c  s u p p o r t ,  ev en  i n

t h e  N o r t h ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  a n t i a b o l i t i o n i s t  mobs
92h a r r a s s e d  w r i t e r s  an d  s p e a k e r s . " ”

The t h i r d  c a t e g o r y  i s  " m e n t i o n e d , "  w h ic h  w i l l  

i n c l u d e  i n c i d e n t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  b u t  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  i n h e r e n t  c a u s e s  an d  e f f e c t s .  C u r r e n t ,  

W i l l i a m s ,  a n d  F r e i d e l ' s  t e x t  " m e n t i o n s "  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  E l i j a h

20 Simon,  R e s e a r c h  M e th o d s , p .  299 .
21H en ry  F. B e d f o r d  an d  T r e v o r  C o l b o u r n ,  The 

A m e r i c a n s :  A B r i e f  H i s t o r y  (New Y ork :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,
J o v a n o v i c h , 1 9 7 2 ) ,  1 : 1 9 4 .

22 D a v id  B u r n e r ,  R o b e r t  D. M a rc u s ,  an d  E m i ly  S. 
R o s e n b e r g ,  A m e r ic a :  A P o r t r a i t  i n  H i s t o r y  (Englewood
C l i f f s ,  N.JT1 P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p . 2X7.
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L o v e jo y  i n  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n :  " A n o t h e r  mob s e i z e d  G a r r i s o n

on t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  B o s to n  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  h a n g  him,  a n d  a 

member o f  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  g ro u p  s h o t  an d  k i l l e d  t h e  a n t i -
23s l a v e r y  e d i t o r  E l i j a h  L o v e jo y  i n  A l t o n ,  I l l i n o i s  ( 1 8 3 7 ) . "

They a l s o  " m e n t i o n "  t h e  1822 Vesey a f f a i r :  " I n  1822 t h e

C h a r l e s t o n  f r e e  Negro  Denmark V esey  an d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s - -

ru m o re d  t o  t o t a l  9 , 0 0 0 - - m a d e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  r e v o l t ,  b u t

a g a i n  word  l e a k e d  o u t  a n d  r e t r i b u t i o n  f o l l o w e d .  I n  1831 N at

T u r n e r .  . . , " 24

To be  " d i s c u s s e d , "  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a u s e s  an d  e f f e c t s

o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  m u s t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t e x t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n .

W h i le  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  o r  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o

when an  e p i s o d e  i s  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d ,  one ex am ple  i s  o f f e r e d .

I t  w i l l  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h i s  ex am p le  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e

e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c a u s e s ,  t h e  e v e n t  i t s e l f ,  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f

t h e  e v e n t .  One t e x t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  H aym arke t  r i o t  o f  1886 ,

b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  L a b o r  i n

p a r t i c u l a r  and  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e n :

T h i s  i n c h o a t e  m i l i t a n c y  b u i l t  t o w a r d  a  t r a g i c  c l i m a x .
At  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i n  C h i c a g o ' s  H aym arke t  S q u a r e ,  a s  a 
few a n a r c h i s t s  h a r a n g u e d  an  a p a t h e t i c  c row d o f  workmen,  
180 p o l i c e m e n  c h a r g e d ,  some man unknown t o  h i s t o r y  t h r e w  
a  d y n a m i t e  bomb, an d  t h e  p o l i c e  o p e n ed  f i r e  on t h e  
c row d .  Seven  p e o p l e  d i e d  and  d o z e n s  w ere  i n j u r e d .  The 
e p i s o d e  r e s u l t e d  f ro m  h y s t e r i a  b u i l d i n g  up o v e r  l a b o r

23 R i c h a r d  N. C u r r e n t ,  T. H a r r y  W i l l i a m s ,  and  F r a n k  
F r e i d e l ,  A m er ica n  H i s t o r y :  A S u r v e y ,  3 r d  e d .  (New York:
A l f r e d  A. K nopf ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p i  312.

24Ibid., p. 323.
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a c t i v i t y ,  and  t h e  bombing l e d  t o  y e t  f u r t h e r  h y s t e r i a :  
a c o u r t  f o u n d  e i g h t  a n a r c h i s t s ,  n o n e  e v e r  l i n k e d  to  t h e  
a c t u a l  bombing,  g u i l t y ,  and  f o u r  o f  them w e r e  h a n g e d .
The l a b o r  m o v e m e n t - -w h ic h  h a d  no a c t u a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  
t e r r i b l e  H aym arke t  a f f a i r - - w a s  t h e  g r e a t  l o s e r .  The 
" s p i r i t  o f  1886"  o f  l a b o r  o p t i m i s m  a n d  m i l i t a n c y  
d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  an  i n s t a n t ,  and  t h e  K n i g h t s  w e n t  i n t o  a  
d e c l i n e  a l m o s t  a s  p r e c i p i t o u s  a s  t h e i r  r i s e .

The c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  L a b o r  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  
t h e  H aym arke t  R i o t  p e r h a p s  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  d a r k e n i n g  mood 
o f  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t i e s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  s i n g l e  e v e n t .  
Workingmen an d  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  
h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  w o u ld  r e m a i n  a p a r t  f o r  a  h a l f - c e n t u r y  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  . . .25

A l l  o f  t h e  ab o v e  w i l l  p r o d u c e  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e

a n a l y s i s  t o  w h ich  t h e  t e n  t e x t b o o k s  a r e  t o  be p u t .  The

s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  a d d r e s s  P r o f e s s o r  K l e i n ' s

c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t e x t s  h a v e  b u r i e d  o u r  v i o l e n c e  u n d e r  a

" m o u n t a i n  o f  words  d e s c r i b i n g  o u r  more p e a c e f u l  e v o l u t i o n  t o  
2.6g r e a t n e s s . "  To do t h i s ,  t h e  number  o f  l i n e s  ( n o t  w o rd s )  

u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  e p i s o d e s  was d i v i d e d  b y  

t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  l i n e s  i n  t h e  t e x t s , t h u s  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  

p r o p o r t i o n a l  amount  o f  t e x t u a l  s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  t o  v i o l e n c e .

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  num ber  o f  l i n e s  

u s e d  to  d e s c r i b e  e a c h  i n c i d e n t  ( t h e  " 1 "  column on  t h e  

c h a r t s ) ,  e a c h  l i n e ,  w h e t h e r  w ho le  o r  f r a c t i o n a l ,  was c o u n t e d  

a s  one l i n e .  For  e x a m p le ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r a g r a p h  w ould  b e  

c o u n t e d  a s  e i g h t e e n  l i n e s .  T h i s  was done  f o r  e a c h  i n c i d e n t  

a n d ,  a t  t h e  end ,  t h e  number  o f  l i n e s  was ad d e d  up and

25 B u r n e r ,  M arc u s ,  a n d  R o s e n b e r g ,  A m e r i c a , p .  360 .  

^ K l e i n ,  " F a c e  o f  V i o l e n c e , "  p .  541 .
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d i v i d e d  by t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  l i n e s  i n  t h e  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y - r e l e v a n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  boo k .  T h i s  s e c o n d  

f i g u r e  was d e r i v e d  f i r s t  by  f i g u r i n g  t h e  g r o s s  number  o f  

p a g e s  w h ich  t h e  t e x t  u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p e r i o d ,  1 7 9 6 -1 9 1 4 .  

F o r  e x am p le ,  i n  Blum e t  a l . ,  The N a t i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e , p a g e s  

1 3 2 -5 5 5 ,  o r  a  t o t a l  o f  432 p a g e s ,  w e r e  r e l e v a n t .  From t h i s  

f i g u r e ,  t h e  number o f  t o t a l l y  n o n - t e x t  p a g e s  was s u b t r a c t e d .  

A l l  p ag es  c o n s i s t i n g  e n t i r e l y  o f  m aps ,  c h a r t s ,  c a r t o o n s ,  

b i b l i o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l  o r  t h e  l i k e  w h i c h  was n o t  a  p a r t  o f  

t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  v e r b a l  t e x t  w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  n o n - t e x t u a l  an d  

t h u s  n o t  c o u n t e d .  I n  The N a t i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e , t w e n t y - tw o  

p a g e s  were  e x c l u d e d ,  l e a v i n g  a t o t a l  o f  401 r e l e v a n t  p a g e s .

A f t e r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h i s  n u m b er ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  

a r r i v e  a t  a  r e l i a b l e  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  number o f  l i n e s  p e r  

p a g e .  A s a m p l i n g  p r o c e d u r e  was u s e d  i n  w h ich  s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  r e l e v a n t  p a g e s  was ex am in ed .  

D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  s i x  p e r c e n t  was made by  f i g u r a t i v e l y  

t h r o w i n g  a d a r t  a t  a  t a b l e  o f  random num bers  an d  u s i n g  t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  num bers  a s  t h e  p a g e s  i n  t h e  t e x t .  I f  a  number 

s h o u l d  be n o n - t e x t u a l ,  t h e n  i t  was d i s c a r d e d ,  and  t h e  f i r s t  

t e x t  page o v e r l e a f  was u s e d .  On e a c h  p a g e  a l l  w h o le  and

f r a c t i o n a l  ( e a c h  c o u n t i n g  a s  a w h o le )  l i n e s  o f  t e x t  were
27c o u n t e d .  T h i s  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  num ber  o f  p a g e s  was d i v i d e d  

by t h e  number  o f  l i n e s ,  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  a v e r a g e  number  o f

27Captions, titles, and the like were not counted.
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l i n e s  p e r  p a g e .  The t o t a l  n um ber  o f  r e l e v a n t  t e x t u a l  l i n e s  

i n  t h e  book was a r r i v e d  a t  b y  m u l t i p l y i n g  t h i s  a v e r a g e  

num ber  o f  l i n e s  p e r  page  by t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  r e l e v a n t  

t e x t u a l  p a g e s .  The number o f  l i n e s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  v i o l e n c e  

was d i v i d e d  by  th e  t o t a l  n u m b er  o f  l i n e s  in  t h e  r e l e v a n t  

p a r t  o f  t h e  book ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  th e  " p e r c e n t  o f  t e x t u a l  

l i n a g e  d e v o t e d  to  v i o l e n c e "  f i g u r e ,  w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  a t  t h e  

b o t t o m  o f  e a c h  b o o k ' s  c h a r t .

R e c a l l  t h a t  The N a t i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  h a d  432 r e l e v a n t  

p a g e s .  S i x  p e r c e n t  o f  432 i s  t w e n t y - s i x ,  so t h e  t o t a l  

n um ber  o f  l i n e s  on t w e n t y - s i x  pages  w a s  c o u n t e d  and  t h e  

r e s u l t  was a n  a v e r a g e  o f  4 5 . 2 4  l i n e s  p e r  p a g e .  The t o t a l  

r e l e v a n t  t e x t  p ag es  was 401; t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  18, 1 4 1 .2 4  

l i n e s ,  t h i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  495 l i n e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  y i e l d s  

2 . 7 2  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t e x t ' s  s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  to  v i o l e n c e .

T h e s e  s im p le  p r o c e d u r e s  were f o l l o w e d  f o r  e a c h  o f  

t h e  t e n  t e x t b o o k s  i n  t h e  s a m p l e ,  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  c h a r t s  

a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  a p p e n d i x .  An e l e v e n t h  c h a r t  w h ic h  

su m m ar izes  t h i s  d a t a  f o l l o w s  i m m e d i a t e l y  o v e r l e a f .  T h i s  

c h a r t  o f  c h a r t s  c o d i f i e s  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h e  

n um ber  o f  l i n e s  d e v o t e d  to  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  i n c i d e n t .
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Chart 1

Baydo, Gerald. A Topical History of the United States. Englewood 
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1974. Pp. vii, 534.

I. POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 4 0 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 67% 0 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
6 1 0 3
60% 10% 0 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1857 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
5 0 3 2
50% o 30% 20%

Note: (Charts 1 through 11)
A Not mentioned 
B Alluded to

C Mentioned 
D Discussed
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 3 0 0 1

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 7 0 0 0

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 1 1 0 1
TOTAL 11 1 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 79% 7% 0 14%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 1 0 0 1
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 0 0 50%

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 X
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 X
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 X
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 X
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 X
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 X
TOTAL 5 0 1 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 83% 0 17% 0
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
3 0 1 3
43% 0 14% 43%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
7 0 0 0

100% 0 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 68% 1__3%[ 8% | 21%
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Chart 2

Bedford, Henry F., and Colburn, Trevor. The Americans: A Brief
History. 2 vols. New York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1972.
Pp. viii, 556.

POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 3 1 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 17% 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
8 0 0 2
80% 0 0 20%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
10 0 0 0
100% 0 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 2 0 2 0

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 7 0 0 0

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899--1902 X
SUBTOTAL 2 1 0 0
TOTAL 11 1 2 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 79% 7% 14% 0

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 2 0 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 100% 0 0 0

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 X
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 X
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 X
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 X
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 X
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 X
TOTAL 3 1 1 1
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 49% 17% 17% 17%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

D

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
3 0 3 1
43% 0 43% 14%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
6 0 1 0
86% 0 14% 0

GRAND PERCENTS 74% | 5% | 11% [ 10%
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Chart 3

Blum, John M., Morgan, Edmund S., Rose, Willie Lee, Schlesinger, Arthur 
M., Jr., Kenneth M. Stampp, and C. Vann Woodward. The National 
Experience: A History of the United States. 3rd ed. New York:
Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1973. Pp. vii, 889.

I. POLITICAL
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 
Christiana Affair, 1851 
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 
Harper's Ferry, 1859 
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

A B C D
X

X
X

X
X

X
3 1 0 2
50% 17% 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
6 0 0 4
60% 0 0 40%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
8 1 1 0
80% 10% 10% 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 2 0 1 1
RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 1 0

CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 0 0 2 1
TOTAL 8 0 4 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 57% 0 29% 14%

V. ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 1 1 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 50% 0 0

VI. PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X
X
4 0 1 1
66% 0 17% 17%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

D

X
X
X

X
X

X
X
2 0 4 1
29% 0 57% 14%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
6 1 0 0
86% 14% 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 62% 6% 16% 16%
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Chart 4

Burner, David, Marcus, Robwrt D., and Rosenberg, Emily S. America: A 
Portrait in History. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 
1974. Pp. xvi, 704.

I. POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 3 0 0 3
PERCENT IN TOTAL 50% 0 0 50%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
8 1 0 1
80% 10% 0 10%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
8 1 0 1
80% 10% 0 10%
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CAL
SLAVE REVOLTS

A B C D

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 2 0 0 2

RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 0 1

CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 0 2 0 1
TOTAL 8 2 0 4
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 57% 14% 0 29%

V. ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 1 1 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 50% 0 0

VI. PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X

X
X
3 1 1 1

49% 17% 17% 17%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

B D

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
3 0 3 1
43% 0 43% 14%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
7 0 0 0

100% 0 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 66% I 10% I 6% 118%
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Chart 5

Current, Richard N., Williams, T. Harry, and Freidel, Frank. American 
History: A Survey. 3rd ed. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971.
Pp. xx, 917.

I. POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat X
TOTAL 3 1 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 17% 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
6 0 1 3
60% 0 10% 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
9 1 0 0
90% 10% 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 2 0 1 1

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 0 1

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 0 0 0 3
TOTAL 8 0 1 5
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 57% 0 7% 36%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 1 1 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 50% 0 0

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 X
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 X
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 X
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 X
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 X
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 X
TOTAL 4 0 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 67% 0 0 33%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1919 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X

X
X
X

0 0 4 3
0 0 57% 43%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY 
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825 
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835 
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856 
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65 
Cincinnati Riot, 1884 
Lynching at Memphis, 1893 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
4 2 0 1
57% 29% 0 14%

GRAND PERCENTS 56% 8% 10% 126%
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Chart 6

Garraty, John A. A Short History of the American Nation. 
Harper and Row, 1974. Pp. xii, 532.

New York:

POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 3 1 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 17% 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
5 1 1 3
50% 10% 10% 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
8 2 0 0
80% 20% 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 1 0 1 2

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 0 1

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 1 0 0 2
TOTAL 8 0 1 5
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 57% 0 7% 36%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 2 0 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 100% 0 0 0

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 X
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 X
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 X
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 X
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 X
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 X
TOTAL 4 0 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 67% 0 0 33%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarke t, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
4 0 0 3
57% 0 0 43%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
6 1 0 0
86% 14% 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 65% I 8£ I 3% I 24%
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Chart 7

Garraty, John A. The American Nation: A History of the United States.

I.

2 vols. New York: Harper and Row, 1966. P. 946.

POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 4 0 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 67% 0 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
5 1 1 3
50% 10% 10% 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
8 2 0 0
80% 20% 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 1 0 1 2

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 1 0

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 0 0 1 2
TOTAL 7 0 3 4
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 0 21% 29%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 2 0 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 100% 0 0 0 ...

VI. PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X
X
4 0 0 2

67% 0 0
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

D

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
2 0 1 4
29% 0 14% 57%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

GRAND PERCENTS

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
6 1 0 0
86% 14% 0 0

61% 6% 8% 24%
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Chart 8

Gruver, Rebecca Brooks. An American History. New York: 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1972. P. 1093.

POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 3 1 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 17% 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
7 0 0 3
70% 0 0 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Lousiville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
8 2 0 0
80% 20% 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 2 0 0 2

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 1 0

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 0 0 0 3
TOTAL 8 0 1 5
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 57% 0 7% 36%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 2 0 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 100% 0 0 0

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 X
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 X
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 X
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 X
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 X
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 X
TOTAL 4 0 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 67% 0 0 33%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1905 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

D

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
2 0 2 3
29% 0 29% 42%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
6 1 0 0
86% 14% 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 65% | 6% | 5% | 24%
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Chart 9

Hofstadter, Richard, Miller, William, and Aaron, 
States. 3rd ed. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: 
Pp. xiii, 879.

Daniel. The United 
Prentice-Hall, 1972.

POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1856 X
TOTAL 2 1 1 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 33% 17% 17% 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
7 0 0 3
70% 0 0 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
8 2 0 0
80% 20% 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 2 0 0 2

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 0 0 1

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 0 0 0 3
TOTAL 8 0 0 6
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 57% 0 0 43%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 1 0 1 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 0 50% 0

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 X
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 X
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 X
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 X
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 X
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 X
TOTAL 4 0 1 1
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 66% 0 17% 17%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
2 0 2 3
29% 0 29% 42%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
6 1 0 0
86% 14% 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 64% I 6% | 6% 1 24%
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Chart 10

Pickins, Donald D., and Seligmann, Gustav L., Jr. America in Process.

I.

Minneapolis: Winston Press, 1973. Pp. xxii, 525.

POLITICAL A B C D
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 X
Christiana Affair, 1851 X
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 X
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 X
Harper's Ferry, 1859 X
New Orleans Coup d'Etat, 1874 X
TOTAL 4 0 0 2
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 67% 0 0 33%

II. ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
7 0 0 3
70% 0 0 30%

III. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834 
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838 
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844 
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851 
Louisville, 1855 
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857 
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
9 1 0 0
90% 10% 0 0
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 X
Vesey Uprising, 1822 X
Nat Turner, 1831 X
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 X
SUBTOTAL 3 0 0 1
RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 X
Cincinnati, 1841 X
New York Draft Riots, 1863 X
New Orleans, 1866 X
Vicksburg, 1874 X
Wilmington, 1898 X
Atlanta, 1906 X
SUBTOTAL 6 1 0 0

CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 X
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 X
Philippine Brutalities, 1899-1902 X
SUBTOTAL 1 1 1 0
TOTAL 10 2 1 1
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 72% 14% 7% 7%

V. ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 X
Tompkins Square, 1874 X
TOTAL 1 1 0 0
PERCENT IN CATEGORY 50% 50% 0 0

VI. PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X

X
X
X
5 0 0 1
83% 0 0 17%
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VII.

VIII.

ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS
Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 
Haymarket, 1886
Attempted Murder of Henry C. Frick, 1892 
Assassination of Frank Steunenberg, 1905 
Dynamiting of Los Angeles Times, 1910 
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

D

X
X
X

X
X

X
X
2 0 3 2
29% 0 42% 29%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1825
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835
Astor Place Riot, 1849
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65
Cincinnati Riot, 1884
Lynching at Memphis, 1893
TOTAL
PERCENT IN CATEGORY

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
7 0 0 0

100% 0 0 0

GRAND PERCENTS 73% | 6% 6% 15%
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II.

in.

Chart 11

Grand Totals of the Ten Textbooks

POLITICAL
Philadelphia Election Riot, 1834 
Christiana Affair, 1851 
Bleeding Kansas, 1854-61 
Baltimore Election Riot, 1856 
Harper's Ferry, 1859 
New Orleans Coup d'ftat, 1874 
TOTAL
PERCENT PRESENT

A B C D
10
5 5

10
10

10
8 1
32 6 .1. 21
53% 1% 1% 35%

ECONOMIC
Baltimore Anti-Bank Riot, 1835 
New York Flour Riot, 1837 
Squatters' Riots, 1850 
Railroad Strike, 1877 
Louisiana Sugar Strike, 1887 
Homestead, 1892 
Coeur d'Alene, 1892 
Pullman Strike, 1894 
Wheatland Riot, 1913 
Ludlow, 1913-14 
TOTAL
PERCENT PRESENT

10
9 1
10
1 1 8
9 1
1 9
7 2 1

1.0
9 1
10
66 3 3 28
66% 3% 3% 00CM

RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC
Burning of the Ursuline Convent, 1834
Anti-Mormon Riot, 1838
Philadelphia Nativist Riots, 1844
Pentecost Riot in Hoboken, 1851
Louisville, 1855
Mountain Meadows Massacre, 1857
Orange Riot, 1871
Los Angeles Anti-Chinese Riot, 1871 
Rock Springs Massacre, 1885 
New Orleans Anti-Italian Riot, 1891 
TOTAL
PERCENT PRESENT

7 1 I

5 5
9 1
1.0
1.0
8 2 1
9 1
5 3 2
9 1

10
81 12 4 3
81% 12% 4% 3%
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IV. RACIAL A B C D
A. SLAVE REVOLTS

Louisiana Uprising, 1811 8 2

Vesey Uprising, 1822 2 3 5
Nat Turner, 1831 1 9
Texas Slave Insurrection, 1860 10
SUBTOTAL 20 6 14

B. RACE RIOTS
Providence, 1831 10
Cincinnati, 1841 10
New York Draft Riots, 1863 3 3 4
New Orleans, 1866 10
Vicksburg, 1874 9 1
Wilmington, 1898 10
Atlanta, 1906 10
SUBTOTAL 62 1 3 4

C. CASUALTIES OF CONQUEST
Cheyenne Massacre, 1864 1 3 6
Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890 4 2 4
Philippine Brutalities, 1899--1902 1 1 2 6
SUBTOTAL 6 4 4 16
TOTAL 88 5 13 34
PERCENT PRESENT 63% 4% 9% 24%

ANTI-RADICAL AND POLICE
Anti-Abolition Riot in New York, 1834 6 3 1Tompkins Square, 1874 9 1
TOTAL 15 3 1 1PERCENT PRESENT 75% 1 V/n 5% 5%

PERSONAL
Hamilton-Burr Duel, 1804 1 5 4
Jackson-Dickinson Duel, 1806 8 2
Sand Bar Gun Battle, 1827 10
Assault on Charles Sumner, 1856 1 9
Hatfields and McCoys, 1873-88 10
Gunfight at O.K. Corral, 1881 10
TOTAL 40 2 5 13
PERCENT PRESENT 67% 1% 22%
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VII, ASSASSINATIONS, TERRORISM, POLITICAL 
MURDERS

D

VIII.

IX.

Carroll-Benton, 1813 
Houston-White, 1826 
Forrest-Gould, 1863 
Mabry-O'Conner, 1882 
Brownlow-Haynes, 1840 
Zollicoffer-Marling, 1852 
Poindexter-Hall, 1859 
Cooper-Carmack, 1908 
TOTAL
PERCENT PRESENT

Murder of Lovejoy, 1837 2 8
Assassination of Lincoln, 1865 5 5
Assassination of Garfield, 1881 5 5
Haymarket, 1886 10
Attempted Murder of Frick, 1892 3 3 4
Murder of Steunenberg, 1904 9 1
Dynamiting of L.A. Times, 1910 9 1
TOTAL 23 23 24
PERCENT PRESENT 33% 33% 34%

IN THE NAME OF LAW, ORDER, MORALITY
Portland Whorehouse Riot, 1824 10
Vicksburg Gamblers, 1835 10
Astor Place Riot, 1849 9 1
San Francisco Vigilance Committee, 1856 8 1 1
Montana Vigilantes, 1863-65 5 5
Cincinnati Riot, 1884 10
Lynching at Memphis, 1893 9 1
TOTAL 61 7 1 1
PERCENT PRESENT 87% 10% 1% 1%

TENNESSEE CASE STUDY 
Andrew Jackson versus:
Waightstill Avery, 1788 9 1
John Sevier, 1803 9 1
Charles Dickinson, 1803 8 2
The Bentons, 1813 8 1 1

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
104 5 1
95% 4% 1%

GRAND PERCENTS PRESENT*

PERCENT OF TEXTUAL LINAGE DEVOTED TO VIOLENCE: 2.87%

67% 5% 8% I 20%

*Excludes Tennessee case study
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no  o b j e c t i v e  m e a s u r e  w h ich

c a n  be  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  d a t a  w h i c h  w ould

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  m an d a te  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  v i o l e n c e  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n

a d e q u a t e  t r e a t m e n t  by t e x t b o o k s .  A dequacy ,  a s  b e a u t y  i t

s e e m s ,  i s  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  eye  o f  t h e  b e h o l d e r ,  and  r e c e n t

l i t e r a t u r e  o f f e r s  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h a t  
28p o i n t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  R e c e n t  T r e n d s  i n  H i s t o r y  C u r r i c u l a

a n d  P edagogy  l i s t s  517 w o r k s ,  n o n e  o f  w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e
29a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t e x t b o o k s .  S e v e r a l  r e c e n t

a r t i c l e s  w h ic h  d i d  o f f e r  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s e s  r e l i e d  m ore

h e a v i l y  on s u b j e c t i v e  o p i n i o n  t h a n  on o b j e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  i n
30d e t e r m i n i n g  a d e q u a c y .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  we a r e

28 T h i s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e s  by 
H a rv e y  L. M o lo t c h  and  M a r i l y n  L e s t e r ,  "News a s  P u r p o s i v e  
B e h a v i o r :  On t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Use o f  R o u t i n e  E v e n t s ,  A c c i d e n t s
a n d  S c a n d a l s , "  A m er ican  S o c i o l o g i c a l  Rev iew  39 ( F e b r u a r y  
1974)  : 1 0 1 - 1 2 ,  a n d  " A c c i d e n t a l  News : The G r e a t  O i l  S p i l l , "
i b i d . ,  81 ( S e p te m b e r  1 9 7 5 ) : 2 3 5 - 2 6 0 ;  and  Gaye Tuchman,  
" O b j e c t i v i t y  a s  a  S t r a t e g i c  R i t u a l , "  A m e r ic a n  J o u r n a l  o f  
S o c i o l o g y  77 ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 2 ) : 6 6 0 - 7 9 .  A l s o ,  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  
d e b a t e  b e t w e e n  two s o c i o l o g i s t s  on  o b j e c t i v i t y  i s  Gaye 
Tuchman,  "The  News' M a n u f a c t u r e  o f  S o c i o l o g i c a l  D a t a , "  
A m e r ic a n  S o c i o l o g i c a l  Review 41 (December  1 9 7 6 ) : 1 0 6 5 - 1 0 6 7 ,  
a n d  M. H e r b e r t  D anger ,  " R e p ly  t o  Tuchman,"  i b i d . ,  1 0 6 7 -1 0 7 1 .

29 P a u l  G. C a p u z z e l l o  a n d  Mark A. S c h l e s i n g e r ,  R e c e n t  
T r e n d s  i n  H i s t o r y  C u r r i c u l a  a n d  Ped ag o g y :  A B i b l i o g r a p h i c
S t u d y  (B o w l in g  Green :  Bow ling  G reen  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1976) .

30 Maxine S e l l e r  and  Andrew T r u s z ,  "H igh  S c h o o l  
T e x tb o o k s  a n d  t h e  A m er ican  R e v o l u t i o n , "  The H i s t o r y  T e a c h e r  
9 (A u g u s t  1 9 7 6 ) : 5 3 5 - 5 5 ;  A r l e n e  B. H i r s c h f e l d e r , " T r e a t m e n t  
o f  I r o q u o i s  I n d i a n s  i n  S e l e c t e d  A m er ican  H i s t o r y  T e x t b o o k s , "  
The I n d i a n  H i s t o r i a n  8 ( F a l l  1 9 7 5 ) : 3 2 - 3 9 ;  an d  M a r g r i t  
E i c h l e r  an d  C a r o l  Ann N e l s o n ,  " H i s t o r y  a n d  H i s t o g r a p h y :  The
T r e a t m e n t  i n  A m er ican  H i s t o r i e s  o f  S i g n i f i c a n t  E v e n t s  
C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  S t a t u s  o f  Women," The H i s t o r i a n  40 (November 
1 9 7 7 ) : 1 - 1 5 .
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g r o p i n g  a s  b l i n d l y  a s  P r o f e s s o r  Hans M o rg a n th a u  o n ce  
31s u g g e s t e d ;  i t  d o e s  mean t h a t  c a u t i o n  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f

f a i r n e s s  a n d  b a l a n c e  m ust  b e  o b s e r v e d .

I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  t h a t

t h e y  do n o t  o f t e n  f a l l  i n t o  f a c t u a l  e r r o r .  M i s t a k e s  s u c h  a s

" o n  J u l y  2 ,  1881, C h a r l e s  G u i t e a u  . . . s h o t  and k i l l e d  
32G a r f i e l d "  (when, i n  f a c t ,  G a r f i e l d  d i d  n o t  d i e  u n t i l  o v e r  

two months  l a t e r  o n  19 S e p te m b e r  1881) do pop up ,  g r e m l i n ­

l i k e ,  f ro m  t im e  t o  t i m e ;  a n d ,  w h i l e  su c h  t h i n g s  may be  

e x p e c t e d ,  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  i g n o r e d .

Q u e s t i o n s  o f  a q u a s i - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a l  n a t u r e  a l s o  

a r i s e .  The a s s a u l t  on C h a r l e s  Sumner by P r e s t o n  Brooks  i s  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c i d e n t  i n  A m e r ica n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e :  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p r i m a r i l y  a s  i t  b o t h  r e f l e c t e d  an d  e x a c e r b a t e d  

t h e  g ro w in g  s e c t i o n a l  t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  1 8 5 0 s .  The i n c i d e n t  

i s  d i s c u s s e d  by n i n e  o f  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a

c o n s e n s u s  on t h e  c a u s e s  a n d  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a f f a i r ,  a s  w e l l

a s  on i t s  d e e p e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  days  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  

War.  On some p a r t i c u l a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  t e x t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  

r e f l e c t  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  w h ic h  h a v e  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  

a s s a u l t  t o o k  p l a c e  on 22 May 1856.  The f i r s t  p o i n t  o f

31 M o rg a n th a u  j e s t i n g l y  com pared  h i s t o r y  w i t h  a b l i n d  
man a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w h ic h  no one  h a d  a s k e d .  Comments by 
P r o f e s s o r  Hans J .  M o rg a n th a u ,  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A m er ic an  
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  New York ,  New Y o rk ,  December 1968 .

32 G e r a l d  A. Baydo, A T o p i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . : P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 1 9 7 4 ) ,
p . ' T 6 5 .
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c o n t e n t i o n  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  b e a t i n g  i t s e l f ,

and  t h e  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e

b e a t i n g  an d  S u m n e r ' s  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o l o n g e d  a b s e n c e  f ro m  h i s

S e n a t e  d u t i e s .  Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  S o u t h e r n e r s  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o

m i n i m i z e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  damage c a u s e d  by  t h e  c a n i n g ,  an d
33N o r t h e r n  o p i n i o n  h a s  m a x im iz e d  i t .  When, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

S u m n e r ' s  b r o t h e r  G eorge  d i s m i s s e d  h i s  p h y s i c i a n ,  Dr.  

C o r n e l i u s  B o y le ,  S o u t h e r n e r s  a c c u s e d  him o f  d o i n g  so b e c a u s e  

he h a d  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  C o n g re s s  t h a t  h i s  p a t i e n t  h a d  

r e c e i v e d  " n o t h i n g  b u t  f l e s h  wounds . . . [w hich  d i d  n o t ]
o  /

n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n f i n e  h im  one moment.  . . . "  George

d e m u r re d  a n d ,  e v e r  s i n c e ,  q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  e x i s t e d  a b o u t  how

s e r i o u s  t h e  i n j u r i e s  a c t u a l l y  w e r e .  S o u t h e r n e r s  h av e  a l s o

a c c u s e d  Sumner o f  shamming h i s  i n v a l i d i s m ,  o f ,  i n  e f f e c t ,
35" p l a y i n g  possum " f o r  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  a d v a n t a g e  an d  

m ak ing  a  m a r t y r  o f  h i m s e l f .  D av id  D o n a l d ' s  s t u d i e d  o p i n i o n  

i s  t h a t  Sumner was m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  shamming, b u t  h e  n o t e s  

" i t  m u s t  be  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e c i s e  n a t u r e  o f  S u m n e r ' s
O £

a i l m e n t  was m y s t e r i o u s . "  On t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  i n j u r y ,

33 The d e f i n i t i v e  s c h o l a r l y  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a f f a i r  i s  
D av id  D o n a ld ,  C h a r l e s  Sumner and  t h e  Coming o f  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r  
(New Y o r k : A l f r e d  A. Knopf ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p p .  2 7 8 - 3 4 7 .

3^ I b i d .  , p p .  3 1 3 -1 4 .

35 I b i d . ,  p .  323.

36Ibid., p. 326.
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37D o n a ld  s t a t e s  o n l y  t h a t  i t  was  " p a i n f u l , "  t h u s  l e a v i n g  t h e

q u e s t i o n  o p e n .  He f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  a i l m e n t s  w h ic h  k e p t  Sumner
38o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  " o v e r  t h r e e  y e a r s "  w e re  n o t ,

39n e u r o l o g i c a l l y , t h e  r e s u l t  o f  B r o o k ' s  b e a t i n g .  O b v i o u s l y ,  

one  who s e e k s  t o  p r e s e n t  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  

a s s a u l t  on Sumner i s  f a c e d  w i t h  a C h a r y b d i s  o f  d e t a i l .

The t e x t b o o k s  o f f e r  an  i n c o n s i s t e n t  t r e a t m e n t .  

G a r r a t y  w r i t e s  t h a t  " t h e  p h y s i c a l  damage s u f f e r e d  by Sumner 

was r e l a t i v e l y  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  b u t  f o r  o b s c u r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

r e a s o n s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  so  a f f e c t e d  him t h a t  h e  was u n a b l e  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  h i s  s e a t  i n  C o n g r e s s  u n t i l  1 8 5 9 , " ^  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  

o t h e r s  who hew more t o  a  n o r t h e r n  p e r s p e c t i v e .  G ruver  

a c c u s e s  Brooks  o f  " a  v i c i o u s  a t t a c k  . . . b e a t i n g  him so 

b a d l y  t h a t  he was an i n v a l i d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  A n o th e r

book  s t a t e s  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  a  b i t  d i f f e r e n t l y  

b u t  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  " i n j u r e d  h im  so  s e v e r e l y  t h a t

37I b i d . , p .  312.
38 t , . ,I b i d .
39Modern m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  w o u ld  c l a s s i f y  S u m n e r ' s  

c o n d i t i o n  as  " p o s t - t r a u m a t i c  s y n d r o m e . "  A c o m p lex ,  l a r g e l y  
u n c l e a r  p s y c h o g e n i c  c o n d i t i o n  w h ic h  p r o d u c e d  l i n g e r i n g  
p s y c h i c  i n j u r i e s  w h ic h  r e m a i n e d  a f t e r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  damage 
h a d  l o n g  b e e n  r e p a i r e d .  I b i d . ,  p .  366.

40 Jo h n  A. G a r r a t y ,  The A m e r ic an  N a t i o n :  A H i s t o r y
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  2 vols~! (New York :  H a r p e r  and  Row.
1 9 6 6 ) ,  1 : 3 8 7 - 8 8 . --------

41 R eb ecca  Brooks  G r u v e r ,  An A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r y  (New 
York:  A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y - C r o f t s , 1 9 7 2 ) ,  p . 512 .
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42Sumner r e m a i n e d  an  i n v a l i d  f o r  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s . "  

C u r r e n t ,  W i l l i a m s ,  and  F r e i d e l  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d  t h e  p e r i o d  o f

r e c o v e r y  u n t i l  " t h e  i n j u r e d  s e n a t o r  s t a y e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e
r: ,,43f o u r  y e a r s .  . . .

T h i s  c h a p t e r  does  n o t  s e e k  to  b e  o v e r l y  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  u n i m p o r t a n t  d e t a i l s ,  n o r  d o e s  i t  w i s h  t o  p r e s e n t  a 

c o r r i g e n d u m  o f  s m a l l  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ;  i t  does  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t ,  i n  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  

t h e  t e x t b o o k s  do make e r r o r s  a n d  o f  t h e s e  e r r o r s  t h e  c l a s s ­

room i n s t r u c t o r  s h o u l d  b e  c o g n i z a n t .

I n  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e  

t e x t b o o k s  a r e  n e i t h e r  s c o l d i n g l y  m o r a l i s t i c  n o r  b e n i g n l y  

p e r m i s s i v e .  They h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  a n  o b j e c t i v e  

m a n n e r .  I n  e x p l a i n i n g  i t s  c a u s e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

d e e p e r  s o c io e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  as  w e l l  as  t h e  

im m e d ia t e  t r i g g e r i n g  s t i m u l i .  They h a v e  n o t  s o u g h t  to  

p r o m u l g a t e  " d e v i l  t h e o r i e s . "  V i o l e n c e  i s  n o t  d e p i c t e d  a s  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  " j u s t  h a p p e n s , "  n o r  i s  i t  f o i s t e d  o f f  on 

k i s m e t  o r  ka rm a .  The t e x t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l i s t i c  a b o u t  

v i o l e n c e  and  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  i t s  c a u s e s  and 

c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n s t a n c e s .

42 R i c h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  W i l l i a m  M i l l e r ,  a n d  D a n i e l  
A a ro n ,  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s , 3 rd  e d .  (Englewood  C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pT 369.

43 C u r r e n t ,  W i l l i a m s ,  a n d  F r e i d e l ,  A m er ican  H i s t o r y  
p .  534 .  ----------------------------
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T h is  i s  j u s t  t h e  p r o b le m .  V i o l e n c e  h a s  b e e n  t r e a t e d  

i n  i t s  s i n g u l a r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  more c o h e r e n t  

and c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a n n e r .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  by 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  w i t h  o n l y  one  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  t e x t s  a r e  

a r r a n g e d  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o p i c a l l y .  However ,  i f  

t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  d i s c u s s  f r o n t i e r  r e l i g i o n  o r  f r o n t i e r  

d e m o cracy ,  t h e n  why n o t  f r o n t i e r  v i o l e n c e ?  I f  t h e y  w i l l  

g e n e r a l i z e  on  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  o f  t a r i f f  

p o l i c y ,  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e b t ,  t h e n  why n o t  g e n e r a l i z e  on 

r i o t s ,  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  an d  v i g i l a n t i s m ?  I t  i s  somewhat  

p a r e n t h e t i c ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  

w h e r e a s  t h e  symbol  o f  p e a c e f u l  c h a n g e ,  t h e  " e l e c t i o n , "  i s  

f u l l y  i n d e x e d  i n  s e v e n  t e x t s  and  p a r t i a l l y  so  i n  a n o t h e r ;  

" r i o t s , "  a symbol  o f  a  b reakdow n  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  a r e  f u l l y  

i n d e x e d  i n  b u t  one book  an d  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  o m i t t e d  i n  s i x .  

Thus ,  t h r e e  t i m e s  a s  many t e x t s  do n o t  f u l l y  i n d e x  " r i o t s "  

a s  do n o t  f u l l y  i n d e x  " e l e c t i o n s . "  A t  a  minimum, t h i s  

i n d i c a t e s  a f a i l u r e  by  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s  t o  b e  a s  a p p r e c i a t i v e  

o f  r i o t s  as  o f  e l e c t i o n s .

S e v e r a l  o m i s s i o n s  n e e d  t o  b e  n o t e d .  The r o l e  o f  

t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  mob and  t h e  k i n d r e d ,  u n i q u e l y - A m e r i c a n  

phenomena o f  l y n c h i n g  and  v i g i l a n t i s m  h a s  b e e n  g r a v e l y  

s l i g h t e d .  L e a d i n g  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a g r e e  t h a t  "m ost  

A m e r ica n  v i o l e n c e  . . . h a s  b e e n  i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  a
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' c o n s e r v a t i v e '  b i a s . " ^  Not  o n l y  do t h e  t e x t s  n e g l e c t  to

p o i n t  t h i s  o u t  g e n e r a l l y  b u t  a l s o  t h e y  f a i l  t o  d e a l  w i t h

many o f  i t s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  L e o n a r d  L.

R i c h a r d s  h a s  commented t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  o u r

h i s t o r y  books  t h a t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  h e l p  [u s  to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e

phenomenon]  . . . t h e r e  i s  much i n  many books t h a t  i s  a p t  to

m i s l e a d . T h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r e  as

g r e a t  a s  t h e  p e d a g o g i c a l .  The f a c t  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r i k e s ,

r i o t s ,  and a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  a r e  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  t e x t s

b u t  l y n c h i n g s , v i g i l a n t i s m ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s

and  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  n o t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  e x t r e m i s m  i n  t h e

d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  community s t a n d a r d s  i s  much more

r e a d i l y  f o r g o t t e n  t h a n  e x t r e m is m  in  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h o s e

s t a n d a r d s .  I f  a h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s
I l f )come f ro m  t h e  " t o p  d o g s  o r  t h e  m id d le  dogs"  a n d  o u r  books

H o f s t a d t e r  and  W a l l a c e ,  A m e r ica n  V i o l e n c e , p p .  11, 
2 0 - 2 4 .  The c o n s e r v a t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  v i g i l a n t i s m  i s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  R i c h a r d  Maxwell  Brown, S t r a i n  o f  V i o l e n c e :  H i s t o r i c a l
S t u d i e s  o f  A m er ican  V i o l e n c e  a n d  V i g i l a n t i s m  (New York:  
O x f o rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1975) , p p . 9 3 - 9 4 .  Brown i s  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  an d  t h i s  b o o k  and h i s  e s s a y ,  "The 
A m er ica n  V i g i l a n t e  T r a d i t i o n , "  i n  Graham and G u r r ,  e d s . ,  
V i o l e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a , p p .  1 5 4 -2 2 6 ,  a r e  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  
i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t s .  A lso ,  s e e ,  C le m e n t  E a to n ,  "Mob 
V i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  Old S o u t h , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  
Rev iew  25 (December 1 9 4 2 ) : 3 5 1 - 7 0 ,  and  H. C. B r e a r l e y ,  "The 
P a t t e r n  o f  V i o l e n c e , "  i n  W. T.  Couch, e d .  , C u l t u r e  o f  t h e  
S o u th  (C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,
1 9 3 5 ) ,  pp .  6 7 8 - 9 2 .

^ L e o n a r d  L. R i c h a r d s ,  " G en t le m en  o f  P r o p e r t y  a n d  
S t a n d i n g " :  A n t i - A b o l i t i o n  Mobs i n  J a c k s o n i a n  A m e r ic a  (New
Y o r k .- O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1970) , p .  v i i i  .

I l f ) Hofstadter, "Reflections on Violence," p. 11.
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do n o t  r e f l e c t  t h i s ,  t h e n  t h i s  a d d s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  do 

n o t  r e c o g n i z e  an  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  A m e r ica n  way o f  

v i o l e n c e .

A n o t h e r  c u r i o u s  o m i s s i o n  r e l a t e s  t o  Andrew J a c k s o n .

T h i s  w r i t e r  can  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t e x t b o o k s  s u r v e y i n g  t h e

e n t i r e  p an o ram a  o f  A m er ica n  h i s t o r y  m ig h t  n e g l e c t  much o f

t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ' s  T e n n e s s e e  c a s e  s t u d y ,

b u t  t h e  c o m p l e t e  d i s r e g a r d  o f  Andrew J a c k s o n ' s  h a v i n g  k i l l e d

C h a r l e s  D i c k i n s o n  i n  a  d u e l  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  j u s t i f y .  Some

t e x t s  r e f e r  t o  h i s  f r o n t i e r  b r a w l i n g  o r  t o  h i s  y o u t h f u l

e x u b e r a n c e  o r  t o  t h e  1828 " c o f f i n  h a n d b i l l "  w h ic h  th e

p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  Adams u s e d  t o  a c c u s e  J a c k s o n  o f

o r d e r i n g  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  s i x  o f  h i s  m i l i t i a m e n  d u r i n g  t h e

War o f  1 8 1 2 , ^  b u t  none  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  d u e l .  The c l o s e s t  any

o f  th e  b o o k s  come i s  t o  r e f e r  t o  " a  number  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  
48d u e l s , "  an d ,  e l s e w h e r e ,  t o  " h i s  d u e l s  . . . w e r e  t h e  s t u f f

48o f  l e g e n d s .  . . . "  T h i s  i s  s c a r c e l y  s u f f i c i e n t .  S u r e l y  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h e  m a t u r e  age o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  J a c k s o n

47 F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  C u r r e n t ,  W i l l i a m s ,  and  F r e i d e l ,  
A m er ican  H i s t o r y , p .  246,  p a i n s t a k i n g l y  c l a r i f y  t h i s  p o i n t  
a n d  e x p l a i n  t h e c o n f u s e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  m a r r i a g e s  t o  
R a c h e l  b u t  o m i t  t h e  d u e l  w i t h  D i c k i n s o n .

48 D av id  B u r n e r ,  R o b e r t  D. M arc u s ,  and  E m i ly  S. 
R o s e n b e r g ,  A m er ica :  A P o r t r a i t  i n  H i s t o r y  (Englewood  C l i f f s ,
N . J . :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  1 8 9 .

49 Henry F. B e d f o r d  and T r e v o r  C o l b o u m ,  The 
A m e r i c a n s :  A B r i e f  H i s t o r y  (New Y ork :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,
J o v a n o v i c h ,  1972) , p~! 145.
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k i l l e d  a  man i n  a d u e l  an d ,  f u r t h e r ,  was t h e  o n l y  P r e s i d e n t

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  do s u c h  a  t h i n g  i s  n o t e w o r t h y .

One b r o a d e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  made.  Thomas

C a rn ey  h a s  s a i d  t h a t ,  " w h i l e  f r e q u e n t  m e n t i o n  makes  i t

p o s s i b l e  f o r  . . . [a] . . . t h i n g  t o  b e  n o t i c e d ,  i t  i s

e m p h a s i s  t h a t  co m p e ls  n o t i c e . " ^  I t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  shown

t h a t  t h e  t e x t s  t o t a l l y  and  c o l l e c t i v e l y  i g n o r e  f o r t y - f o u r

(717o) o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s ' ^  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  an d  d e a l  w i t h

b u t  e i g h t e e n  i n c i d e n t s ;  so i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  t e x t s  a r e

n o t  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n i n g  v i o l e n c e .  A l s o ,  t e x t s  h a v e  n o t

g i v e n  much e m p h a s i s  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  e i t h e r .  Can o u r  t e x t s  b e

a n y t h i n g  b u t  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  i n a d e q u a t e  when t h e y  a l l o t  b u t
522 . 8 7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  s p a c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ?  S u r e l y  we

h a v e ,  a s  P r o f e s s o r  K l e i n  s u g g e s t e d ,  " b u r i e d  [ t h e  t o p i c ]

u n d e r  t h e  m o u n t a i n  o f  words  d e s c r i b i n g  o u r  more  p e a c e f u l

e v o l u t i o n  t o  g r e a t n e s s  . . . [and] p a i n t e d  t o o  r o s e a t e  a
53p i c t u r e  o f  o u r  p a s t . "  W h i le  we w o u ld  n o t  p r o m u l g a t e  a  

r u l e  t h a t  a l l  books  m u s t  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  t e n  p e r c e n t  o r  

f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  s p a c e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

v i o l e n c e ,  more  a t t e n t i o n  b o t h  q u a l i t a t i v e  an d  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

n e e d s  t o  b e  p a i d  t o  i t .  I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e

■ ^C arney ,  C o n t e n t  A n a l y s i s , p .  179.
51 N i n e t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e s .
52 T h i s  i s  t h e  w e i g h t e d  o r  t r u e  a v e r a g e .  I t  i s  n o t  

a n  a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e s .

J^Klein, "The Face of Violence," pp. 541, 545.



280

t r e a t m e n t  g i v e n  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  i n c u m b e n t  upon  t h e

c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r  t o  s u p p le m e n t  t h e  t e x t .  The s t u d e n t

s h o u l d  n o t  be  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  e v e r y  s i x  o r

s e v e n  y e a r s  s o m e t h i n g  n a s t y  h a p p e n s ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  we t r e a d

a l o n g  p e a c e f u l l y  down t h e  h ig h w a y  o f  h i s t o r y .

R em ark ab le  p a t t e r n s  o f  u s a g e  do e x i s t  among t h e

t e x t b o o k s .  They may l a r g e l y  a g r e e  n o t  o n l y  upon w h ic h

i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  t o  i n c l u d e  b u t  a l s o  upon  w h i c h  o n es

t o  e x c l u d e  a n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  on  w h a t  t y p e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  ( a l l u d e

t o ,  m e n t i o n ,  o r  d i s c u s s )  t h e  i n c l u d e d  i n c i d e n t s  s h o u l d

r e c e i v e .  The f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  m os t  f r e q u e n t l y

i n c l u d e d  i n c i d e n t s :

D i s c u s s e d  b y  a l l  t h e  t e x t s :

B l e e d i n g  K a n s a s ,  1854-61  
H a r p e r ' s  F e r r y ,  1859 
H a y m a rk e t ,  1886

D i s c u s s e d  by  n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t e x t s :

N a t  T u r n e r ,  1831
A s s a u l t  on C h a r l e s  Sumner ,  1856
H o m es te ad ,  1892

D i s c u s s e d  b y  more  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  t e x t s :

V esey  u p r i s i n g ,  1822 
Cheyenne m a s s a c r e ,  1864 
P u l lm a n  s t r i k e ,  1894 
P h i l i p p i n e  u p r i s i n g ,  1 899-1902

D i s c u s s e d  o r  m e n t i o n e d  by a t  l e a s t  h a l f  t h e  t e x t s :

H a m i l t o n - B u r r  d u e l ,  1804 
M urder  o f  L o v e j o y ,  1837 
New York D r a f t  R i o t s ,  1863 
A s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  G a r f i e l d ,  1881 
Wounded Knee,  1890 
A t t e m p t e d  m u rd e r  o f  F r i c k ,  1892
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I t  w i l l  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t ,  o f  t h e s e  s i x t e e n  e p i s o d e s ,  

f i v e  a r e  r e l a t e d  i n  some way t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, s i x  i n v o l v e  

s l a v e r y  a n d / o r  r a c i a l  a n t a g o n i s m s ,  an d  f i v e  a r e  i n d u s t r i a l  

r i o t s .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  t o p i c a l  b a l a n c e  i s  h a r d  t o  f a u l t ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  some o m i s s i o n s  o f  w h ic h  t h e  s t u d e n t  m u s t  

b e  a w a re .

The c o i n c i d e n c e  o f  a g r e e m e n t  among t h e  t e x t b o o k s  

c a r r i e s  f u r t h e r  s t i l l .  The f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

a l l  t e n  (100%) o f  t h e  t e x t s  c l a s s i f y  t w e n t y - f i v e  o f  t h e  

s i x t y - t w o  (40%) i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  same m anner  

( n o t  m e n t i o n e d ,  a l l u d e d  t o ,  m e n t i o n e d  o r  d i s c u s s e d ) .  A l s o ,  

i t  w i l l  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h r e e  i n c i d e n t s  upon 

w h ic h  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t e x t s  d i d  n o t  c o n c u r  i n  t h e i r  

t r e a t m e n t .

I n c i d e n c e  o f  s i m i l a r  Number o f  i n c i d e n t s
t r e a t m e n t  so  t r e a t e d  (%)

100% 25 (40%)

90% 17 (27%)

80% 4 (6%)

70% 2 (3%)

60% 5 (8%)

50% 6 (10%)

-50% 3 (5%)

The p r e c i s e  m ean ing  o f  t h i s  c o n c u r r e n c e  i s  

a m b i v a l e n t .  On t h e  one h a n d  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

i n c i d e n t s  o f  A m e r ic a n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a r e  so  m a n i f e s t l y
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o b v i o u s  t h a t  a l l  s e r i o u s  t e x t b o o k s  m u s t  a g r e e  upon  w h a t  t h e y  

a r e  and  how much s i g n i f i c a n c e  th e y  w a r r a n t .  T h i s  i s  a t  

l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  t h e  c a s e .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  

may s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  o l d  p o l i t i c a l  a x io m  t h a t  i n  a c l o s e l y -  

c o n t e s t e d  r a c e  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  be s i m i l a r  t o  y o u r  r i v a l s  

t h a n  to  t r y  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  y o u r s e l f .  The p u b l i s h i n g  

b u s i n e s s  i s  a h i g h l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  one  a n d ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  

y e a r s ,  t e n  c o l l e g e  p u b l i s h e r s  have  f a i l e d . I n  t h i s  m a r k e t  

s i t u a t i o n  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  p u b l i s h e r s  w i l l  s e e k  t o  b e  i n  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m a i n s t r e a m .  They w i l l  co m m iss io n  known 

a u t h o r s  t o  w r i t e  b o o k s  t h a t  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  

d i v e r s e  n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t  an d  w i l l  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r i s k  a  b o l d  

v e n t u r e  w h ic h  m i g h t  p r o d u c e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  r e t u r n s .

M ost  l i k e l y  i t  means t h a t  we a r e ,  a s  P r o f e s s o r s

K l e i n ,  H o f s t a d t e r ,  R i c h a r d s ,  Graham, G u r r ,  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e

s a i d ,  a b i t  myopic o f  t h e  d a r k e r  s i d e s  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y .  I t

i s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e

c o r r e c t i v e  s p e c t a c l e s .  I n  1910 ,  F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u r n e r

i s s u e d  a  famous c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  h i s  d a y .  To

i s s u e  t h a t  c h a l l e n g e  once a g a i n  i s  i n  o r d e r :

A c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o - d a y ,  an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r i s e  and p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  
w h ich  have  made i t  w h a t  i t  i s ,  demands t h a t  we s h o u l d

“*^Roger G. Emblen,  M a r k e t i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  H a r p e r  a n d  
Row P u b l i s h e r s ,  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  11 J a n u a r y  1977 .
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r e w o rk  o u r  h i s t o r y  f ro m  t h e  new p o i n t s  o f  v ie w  a f f o r d e d
b y  t h e  p r e s e n t . 55

I f  o u r  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  v i o l e n c e  s u g g e s t  t h a t

we s h o u l d  s e e k  h i s t o r i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  t h e n  t h e  t e x t b o o k s

n e e d  t o  i n c l u d e  more o f  t h e  m o n o g ra p h ic  work on  v i o l e n c e

w h i c h  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  a p p e a r .  I f  we a r e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  th e

p r e s e n c e  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e n  we m ust  s t u d y  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f

v i o l e n c e .  We m ust  e schew  w h a t  P u l i t z e r  p r i z e - w i n n i n g

h i s t o r i a n  Howard Mumford J o n e s  h a s  c a l l e d  " t h e  g r a y  p r o s e  o f
5 6many s t a n d a r d  h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s "  a n d  d i l i g e n t l y  p u r s u e  t h e  

e l u s i v e  t o p i c  o f  A m er ican  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .  To do o t h e r ­

w i s e  i s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  i g n o r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  

n a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t h i s  s e r v e s  no  good c a u s e .

55F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u r n e r ,  " P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s ,  
A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 1 0 , "  q u o t e d  i n  B a r t o n  J .  
B e r n s t e i n ,  e d . , Towards  A New P a s t :  D i s s e n t i n g  E s s a y s  i n
A m e r ic a n  H i s t o r y  (New York: Random H ouse ,  1 9 67 ;  V i n t a g e -
B o o k s , 1 9 6 9 ) ,  pT v .

5 6Howard Mumford J o n e s ,  The Age o f  E n e rg y :
V a r i e t i e s  o f  A m er ican  E x p e r i e n c e ,  1 865-1915  (New Y o r k : 
V i k i n g  P r e s s ,  1970, V ik in g  Compass E d i t i o n ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  375.
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