C.J. Vaughn and Highway 58 win Battle of the Bands 8
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Inside MTSU
tailgating

There's more fun to Blue
Raider football besides
just going to the game

FEATURES, 7

Make the most
of everyday

One student reconsiders
clichés about happiness
and success

OPINIONS, 5

Check out this
week’s comics.

OPINIONS, 5

Blue Raiders
look to rebound
from UK loss

MT returns to Sun Belt

action as they travel to

Jonesboro, Ark. to face
Arkansas State

SPORTS, 9

Alumni Drive from Blue
Raider Drive to Friendship
Street will be closed for
the fall semester for road
improvements. With the
closing of Alumni, there
will be no access to the
Library parking lot. During
the construction period, the
northern part of the parking
lot by the Honors Building
will be changed from green
to white. The southern end
of the lot by Ezell Hall will
remain green for students.
You will not be able to
access the campus via
Womack Lane.

Due to construction, several
lots have been rezoned.
All legal parking areas are
designated by signs, painted
stripes, or other marks. Be
sure to check the posted
signs BEFORE you park
your automobile. If it is not
marked, don't park!

For more information, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~parking.
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Bush Legacy Tour visits Tenn.

Americans United For Change tours the country to scrutinize Bush’s tenure

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

The Bush Legacy Tour
stopped in Nashville to in-
form voters of Bush’s failed
policies and how Senator
John McCain helped pass
them.

Americans United For
Change, an issue-advocacy
group that formed in 2005
to fight George Bush’s effort
to privatize Social Security,
sponsors the tour.

“The purpose of the tour
is to cement Bush’s legacy
in the history books while
he’s still in office,” said Julie
Blust, press secretary for the
Bush Legacy Tour. “While
we still have a lot of the is-
sues still on the table like the
War in Iraq and the health
care crisis, we want to look
at his contribution to these
things and how negative they
have been.”

Blust said Bush cannot be
held solely accountable for
the economy’s downfall, and
one of the goals of the Bush
Legacy Tour is to inform
people of the activities oc-
curring in Congress.

“We also want to hold ac-
countable the allies he has in
Congress, because he had a
lot of help from certain sena-
tors such as Sen. Lamar Al-
exander,” Blust said.

Inside the Bush Legacy
Tour bus, facts and statistics
are displayed on the walls
while a timeline illustrates
Bush’s actions during his
two terms.

Some of the statistics cover
topics of health care, the Iraq
War and Hurricane Katrina.

In 2001, 85,000 children
were uninsured in Tennes-
see, and in 2008 there is
118,000 children without

Photo by Alex Blackwelder, photography edit

Nashville residents examine the Bush administration’s timeline on the Bush Legacy Tour bus, which visited the area Sept. 16.

Photo by Alex Blackwelder, photography editor

People view the Bush Legacy Tour bus outside of the Nashville court house.

insurance, according to the
Bush Legacy Tour.

The statistics also discuss
Tennessee casualties in the
Iraq War, which was 0 in
2001 and has now reached a
total amount of 586 wound
ed and 86 dead.

Sen.

Alexander’s - voting

Model printing
press supplies
students with
Constitution

By JESSY RICHTER
Contributing Writer

The James E. Walker Li-
brary and the American
Democracy Project moved
MTSU’s replica of Benjamin
Franklin’s printing press for
students to examine and re-
ceive a copy of the Preamble
for Constitution Day.

The event took place on
Sept. 17 from 10 am. to 2
p-m. in the library portico.

The printing press was
built on campus by MTSU
staff Keith Jenkins, a cabi-
net maker, and Jeff Hen-
derson, blacksmith. The
Common Press, Jenkins’s
and Henderson’s refer-
ence, detailed how it was
believed a press would have
been built.

The replica on campus
is made out of 175 year old
chesnut and white oak wood
taken from a log cabin in
North Carolina. Jenkins
and Henderson did not use
modern technology to build

the replica which was built
over two years in 2003 and
2004 entirely on campus.

The wooden frame is held
togcthcr with wooden dow
els instead of screws.

Henderson said he didn't
use any modern welding,
but he did use a coal fire
and a 1905 hand-operated
post drill.

“The few screws that were
used were sent from the
Smithsonian,” Henderson
said.

Alan Boehm, special col-
lections librarian and print
historian, said he calls Jen-
kins and Henderson “prac-
tical geniuses” for their abil-
ity to work through unclear
areas of the schematics.

Ray McKelvy, freshman
liberal arts, was the first
passerby to try the press
and said it’s “cool to see it
in action.”

The library needed to hire
a moving crew to move the
400 Ib. press down from the
fourth floor.

therford
which
throughout the county to
either come see the press or
to have the press brought to
their schools.

history is also on the walls of
the bus. Some of his key votes
include voting for a second
round of Bush’s proposed
tax cuts, totaling in $350
billion. In 2005, Alexander
voted in favor of the energy
conference report that ex-

cused oil and gas industries

from clean-water laws.

According to Blust, Al-
exander supported Bush 89

percent of the time.

“All Americans ought to
see [the tour] and see what
kind of problems we re-
ally have,” said Andy Bryan,
Nashville resident. “I was re-

cently down in New Orleans
because my granddaughter
lives down there, and I took
the tour, and it was really sad
to see.”

“That is something this ad-
ministration has ignored and
it ought to be a real legacy for
Mr. Bush,” Bryan said.

The tour’s intention is to
also inform people of the

- policies that McCain and

Bush agree on.

“We are certainly high-
lighting McCain’s policies
and the fact that he votes
with Bush 90 percent of the
time,” Blust said. “And that
is something we think voters
and everyone should know.”

Blust said McCain’s cam-
paign has tried to stray from
the Bush agenda, but it’s
nearly impossible with his
voting record.

BUSH, PAGE 3
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John Vile reads the Constitution to students on the quad.

hose who worked with

the creation of the press on
campus

included Boehm,

Janet Higgins, art depart-

ment faculty and Bill Black,
administrative
brarian.

SETrv i\(‘\ ]l

Kristin Keene, external
relations \pc\i.lli\l for the

Walker Library, said this is
the first year the printing
press was used on Constitu-
tion Day to print the pream-
ble on campus. The Walker

Library has a deal with Ru-
County Schools
permits  students

Keene said the press is

“one of only around twenty

in the nation.” She became
involved working with the

press as a marketing and
communications specialist
for the Walker Library.

Jim Williams with the
American Democracy Proj-
ect has worked with Consti-
tution Day in the past.

At noon, the American
Democracy Project held a
reading of the Constitu-
tion. They also had a large
copy of the Constitution for
anyone to sign and a voters’
registration table.

Constitution Day was
established by Congress in
2004 and requires all fed-
erally funded educational
programs to provide infor-
mation about the Constitu-
tion.

The Walker Library was
taking donations to be able
to fund more events with
the printing press replica.

MT voters
question
Palin’s
judgment

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

John McCain’s selection
of Alaskan Governor Sarah
Palin as his vice president
has raised serious debate
among voters on whether or
not she is qualified enough
for the position.

With a political career
spanning only a few years,
one of the main criticisms
brought up by voters is
that Palin isn't experienced
enough.

“Personally, I don't think
she’s a good selection, be-
cause when it comes to ex-
perience, she has only been
the mayor of a small town,”
said Ivy Johnson, MTSU
College Democrats vice
president and senior public
relations major. “When it
comes to the whole coun-
try, she should be more in-
volved in urban areas.”

Johnson said that she
doesn’t think McCain made
a rash decision in selecting

PALIN, PAGE 3
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Todd defaced with political graffiti

Photo by Alex Blackwelder, photography editor

Students
walking to classes to observe
graffiti on the side of An-
drew L. Todd Hall Wednes-
day afternoon.

The graffiti branded the

paused while

words: “The only dopc
worth shooting: Bush.”
“People have the right

to express themselves, but
when they paint on the sid

of a building it really look:

PALIN

FROM PAGE 1

Palin, but he chose her for
the sole purpose of gaining
women voters.

“He picked her because she
is a woman, and he wanted to
make it more historical than
just a first black president,”
Johnson said. “I think that
is the only reason he picked
her.”

On the other
communications
and spokesperson for the
Democratic Party of Tennes
see Wade Munday, said that
choosing Palin in an attempt
t0 gain women voters was a
little far-stretched.

hand, the
director

”Sarah Palin does not rep
resent anything Hillary Clir
ton does,” Munday said.

In addition to question
ing Palin’s experience, Mui
day said that Palin has flip
flopped on issues she used
be against.

\ht ]I.l\ i\
opposition for
nowhc re, w hich
but used to be a
day said. “I do
properly emb
fied to be a
the presiden:

Disagreeing with Mund
Lou Ne
of the Rutherford County Re
publican Party, said that Pa

Ann Zelenil ice chai

lin was an excellent choice

“She represents the peo

{ronic
tion journalism major. “The
right to protest does not ex-

bad.” said Daniel Lews, elec-

media communica-

tend to writing on the side

| fl\:v'HlH‘.: ;

BUSH
FROM PAGE 1

Blust said McCain’s cam-
paign has tried to stray from
the Bush agenda, but it’s
nearly impossible with his
voting record.

Tatianh Vaughn, state em-
ployeeand Nashville resident,
said that McCain stands for
the same things as Bush, and
that is a major turn off to her
vote.

“I wouldn’t want to elect
McCain, because he’s been
in the White House so long,
and he’s basically going to
follow what bush is doing,”
Vaughn said.

Pam Holloman, adminis-
trative assistant and Nash-
ville resident, said that she
agrees with Vaughn and
thinks that might have an af-
fect on McCain’s campaign.

“[Bush] let the boys stay
too long,” Holloman said.
“The war has been too long.”

Blust said that most of the
people that tour the bus sup-
port its purpose, and find it
very informative.

However, Blust said she has

Photo by Alex Blackwelder, photography editor
Inside the bus a display of the Iraq War shows combat statistics.

encountered some people
that are very unaware of the
issues and refuse to believe
Bush’s policies have failed.
“We have folks that dis-
agree and feel like the econ-

omy is doing well and that
nothing is wrong with our
health care system,” Blust
said. “Most of the people that
come through the bus really
support it.”

ind not the politicians,”
lenik said. “She speaks
f us and for all of us,

vhile representing some of

conservative
party

ditional
which our
founded upon
nik said that two hours
was announced
running mate,
{2 calls at the Ru
ounty Republican

Iquarters from people
iting to get involved.
She is the most popular
wernor in the United States
vith an 80 percent popular-
itv rate,” Zelenik said. “[She
was| voted by the people that
\laska, which has a
bigger population than [Joe]
Biden’s Delaware.”

live in

Zelenik’s co-worker and
Executive Director of the Ru-
therford County Republican
Party Steven Disser said he
was shocked when McCain
chose Palin.

“The political pundits and
speculators had their own
lists of prospects narrowed
down to three or four pos-
sible running mates for John
McCain, and Sarah Palin was
not one in the radar,” Disser
said.

Although he was surprised,
Disser said that Palin is ex-
tremely qualified for the po-
sition due to her experience
as governor of Alaska and
mayor of Wasilla.

“She fit perfectly onto the
Republican ticket for those

reasons, among many others,
but also because she brings
youth and charisma,” Dis-
ser said. “The fact that she is
a woman and may appeal to
Hillary supporters just hap-
pened to be the icing on top
of the cake.”

Zelenik feels that the me-
dia is so biased and corrupt
when it comes to Palin, be-
cause of recent allegations
of Palin abusing her power
to fire Alaska’s Public Safety
Commissioner, after he re-
fused to dismiss her brother-
in-law.

“If she did do it, then I
think she’d come out and
talk about it,” Zelenik said.

Additional scandals such

as Palin’s teenage daughter

being pregnant have also
surfaced, and Johnson feels
that the issue is irrelevant to
the election.

“The pregnancy [issue]
should be kept private,” John-
son said. “When it comes to
the candidates’ children, peo-
ple should leave them alone,
because we are here for the
VP, hot the VP’s kids.”

Even though Palin is under
investigation, Nate Schott,
chair of the Rutherford
County Republican Party,
said that Palin would bring
“freshness to Washington.”

“Either way, this elec-
tion is going to make his-
tory,” Schott said. “So people
should exercise their right to
vote.”

acoount opening. This ofier does not apply 1o curment Bank of Amenca customers or 2sbing accounts. We may changs or t

-mgwomuhedamﬂ;m&hﬁw years while you am a student. Student status will be validated 1pon account apening, Ater the fist five years, your CampusErdge Checlang account will be sutomatically
have & monihly dimct deposit. Fees for ovesdeafts and other account-related fees stil apply. * *You must open both a new personal checkang acenunt and a new nmmv&Wmn(mlcnmmm'lnmMMW‘nDMM)awwm‘mmhMWWMW MWmmmromammmma

minate thes offcr at any bme. The monthly maintenance fee (refemred to as “monthly service charge” in CA) waner on your Regular Savings account begins after your first Keep the Change transfer from your new personal checking acoount o your
now Regutor Savngs account. Excess transaction fecs on Regular Savings sl apply. See our Personal Seheduie nﬂc:"ﬂvq'mn*.:’mwmc&cmunumanmwwama:mvmmM.MMMGM.NAWMCQMMNMW‘ )

Stetdent Pac,{’age
Keep The Charge

Iz / / o
ol ne 5/70;,.,_, az‘ CarK ot ame 1

19 sz2 ewe)d]el

oxH

A}

|

For more flree financial life lessons, life how To zie’f /e
with free checking, a Saings accoetrt wth
and Online Banking service, check out my/

»

ATLANTA

FOOTBALL CLASSIC

-

ANMIVEN

memw-mmm»msswwwmuumuq.n

A i y




www.mtsusidelines.com

THURSDAY, September 18,2008 SIDELINES 3

Candidates scramble to shift economic message

By TOM RAUM AND
GLEN JOHNSON

Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.
(AP) _ With economic anxi
ety rising, Republican John
McCain and Democrat Ba-
rack Obama  scrambled
Wednesday to adjust their
messages to connect more di-
rectly with financially strug-
gling voters.

Obama talks directly into
the camera N a new, two-
minute television ad on how
he’ll fix an economy in which
“paychecks are flat and home
values are falling.” McCain
and running mate Sarah
Palin softened opposition
to government bailouts, ac-
cepting the U.S. takeover of
the nation’s largest insurer as
unfortunate but necessarv to
protect ordinary Americans.

“The shot that has been
c.lllcd by the Feds it's un
derstandable but very, very
disappointing that taxpavers
are called upon for another
one,” Palin told reporters
during a visit to delicatessen
in Cleveland.

Both McCain and Obama
advocated cracking dow:
on freewheeling Wall Street
practices and for tough ne
regulations on financial
stitutions

Obama ridiculed McCain’s
calls for more regulation as
an eleventh-hour conversion
for one who has long chan
pioned deregulation

Too manv in Washington
and on Wall Street “weren’t
minding the store. They sat
on their hands until it was
too late,” Obama told a rally
in Elko, Nev. He challenged
McCain’s vow to take on the
“old boy’s network...He hasn't
taken them on for the last 26
years.”

The increased emphasis on
the faltering economy came
on a day when stocks resumed

FEW CAN BE MARINES.
FEWER
THEM.

NMARINEOFFICER.COM

their downward plunge fol-
lowing Tuesday night’s gov-
ernment takeover of Ameri-
can International Group Inc.
with an $85 billion two-year
loan from the Federal Re
serve in return for a majority
stake in the company.

“The focus of any such ac-
tion should be to protect the
millions of Americans who
hold insurance policies, re-
tirement plans and other ac
counts with AIG,” McCain
said in a statement. “We must
not bail out the management
and \PL‘LU'.”IH'\ who created
this mess.”

The turnabout came a day
after McCain strongly op
posed additional government
relief and praised the govern
ment’s decision not to rescuc
Lehman Brothers after it had
intervened to help invest
ment bank Bear Stearns and
mortgage giants Fannie Mac
and | 7'\‘&;&!“' Mac

His Democrat
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Street’s been rocked as banks
closed and markets tumbled
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people I've met in town halls
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Some lawmakers suggest
such a strategy may be needed
to stabilize financial markets,
rather than the ad hoc inter-
ventions the government has
been doing.

A day after extending a
helping hand to AIG, the
White House .on Monday
called the U.S. economy a
mixed picture that would ul-
timately weather the current
turmoil. Press secretary Dana
Perino said help for other en-
dangered companies would
be considered on a “case-by-
case basis.”

Both candidates have been
adjusting to keep pace with
1 fast-changing situation in
which financial markets have
been buffeted by one jolt af-
ter another

'he weak economy would
normally be expected to ben-

fit Democrats, since voters

often punish the party in the
White House for bad eco-
nomic times, and McCain’s
Republican party has been
in power for the past eight
years.

But an Associated Press-
Yahoo News poll conducted
last week suggests McCain
and Obama now are trusted
equally on the economy, with
34 percent of voters saying
each would do a better job.’
Previously, Obama had held a
solid advantage on the issue.

Meanwhile, an advocacy
group for older Americans
questioned McCain’s recent
railing against Wall Street
excesses at the same time
he supports a plan to allow
younger workers to divert
some of the Social Security
payroll tax they would pay
into private investment ac-
counts, much as President
Bush would do.
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Fees:
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420.00 registration fee
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homework help
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MTSU Evening Extended
School Program
Evening Care for Children
Kindergarden through 8th grade

(behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220

www.amtsu.edu/ eesp Monday-Thursday 3:00-9:30

art, sclence, music, eet. actlvities

S

20.00 weekly,
additional children

+12.00 daily,
additional ehildren

special guests and activites
qualified teachers

1 \themed/seasonal projects
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Corrections

Sept. 11, 2008

In the Autism Walks
story printed Sept. 11, an
error was made concern-
ing the two children of Ed
Evans.

It is actually Joshua,
11, who is severely autis-
tic and communicates
through mostly gestures
and facial expressions.

Jacob, 6, is only mildly
affected thanks to early
intervention.

Sept. 15,2008

In the Honky Tonk
exhibit story printed on
Sept. 15, an error was
made concerning the cut-
line of the photograph
and the people featured
init.

I'he order should have
read (from left to right,
front row): Robert Trapp
Jr., Henry Horenstein,
Rebeka Weiler, and Pres-
ton Schmidt. (From left
tow right back row) Paul
Wells, Tom Jimison and
Harold Baldwin.
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CRIME BRIEFS

Sept. 11, 9:43 a.m.

Theft

McFarland Health Services Lot
Report that someone had stolen
medication from a vehicle.

Sept. 11, 9:56 a.m.

Traffic

Green House Lot

Report that someone had hit her
vehicle and not reported it.

Sept. 11, 1:20 p.m.
Assistance

Murphy Center

Report that someone had popped

his knee out and needed assis-
tance.

Sept. 11, 1:41 p.m.
Vandalism

Nicks Hall

Report said that his someone had
broken into a vehicle

Sept. 11, 1:41 p.m.
Assistance

Business Aerospace Bldg

Report w/ Aramark said that there
was a male that passed on the
first floor.

Sept. 11, 2:42 p.m.
Traffic

James Union Building
Report that a vehicle was hit

Sept. 12, 1:51 a.m.
Assistance

Scarlett Commons Apt. 9
Vehicle parked in a non-housing
spot

Sept. 12, 8:11 a.m.
Vagrancy

Gracy Hall

Kevin Carter stopped officer
Wright concerning a theft of a
bicycle

Sept. 12, 2:40 p.m.

Theft

Todd

Report that there were three boxes
of books stolen from the Todd
work room.

Sept. 12, 10:25 p.m.

Theft

Greenland Drive Lot A

Subject advised that someone had
stolen the license plate from her
car when she was parked.

Sept. 14, 1:24 a.m.

Alcohol

Sims Hall Lot

Paul Ray Garboczi was cited for
underage consumption of alcohol

Sept. 14, 10:17 a.m.
Assistance

Bayer-Travis Bldg.

Requesting a unit to stand by
while she picks up a van to trans-
port to Nashville.

Sept. 15, 8:09 a.m.

Drug Abuse

MTSU Bivd.

James Cole was issued a cita-
tion for possession of schedule
6 drug. Drug paraphernalia and
registration violation and expired
registration.

Sept. 15, 11:57 a.m.

Traffic

MTSU Campus

Report came saying a vehicle had
been hit on campus.

Sept. 15, 2:56 p.m.
Drug Abuse
Clement Hall

Officer got a report of drug activity

Sept. 15, 5:20 p.m.

Fraud

Rutledge Hall

Report said that someone’s wallet
had been stolen and someone
used his credit card

Sept. 16, 12:17 a.m.
Drug Abuse

Baird Lane Lots

Jonitha Kelly was arrested for out
standing warrant for assault and
simple possession of marijuana

Sept. 16, 9:48 a.m.
Accident

Same Ingram Building

Caller said that a vehicle had run
into a metal pole knocking power
wires loose and causing a safety
hazard

Sept. 16, 12:52 p.m.
Assistance

Recreation Center

Subject dislocated his shoulder

and needed transportation

Sept. 16, 5:49 p.m.
Vandalism

Recreation Center Parking
Report that someone has ke

someone’s vehicle

CRIME STOPPERS:

For a cash reward of up to $30I

A person who took a
a key nng from the !

Monday, Aug

Informator

who took a black
workstat

Walker Library
Information leading to the persor
who broke the windshield and bent
the windshield wiper on the driver’s
side of a black 1996 Ford Bronco
on Aug 28th

The reward is being offered for in-
formation that leads to the arrest of
the person who took a bicycle from
the bike rack on the north side of
the Mass Communication Building
Itis a multi-speed Gary Fisher with
“Extra Large" in red on it

A reward is being offered for the
arrest of the person who took a
AT&T blackberry cell phone from
behind the counter of the serving
line at the KUC Girill.

A reward is being offered for the
arrest of the person who drove
their vehicle through the chain link
fence that separated the Campus
School's playground form Bell
Street.

For a reward up to $1,000:

Any information that leads to the
arrest of a person who stole $580
in cash from a jewelry box that was
in the Rec Center

Any information leading to the
arrest of someone who unlawfully
entered Scarlett Commons Apart-
ment #312 and stole two IPods
one silver and the other was black

If you have any information leading
to an arrest please call 893-7877.
All callers remain anonymous and
all callers will be eligible for a cash
reward.

,\

1900's
Updated Farmhouse

15 acres with
Valley View

2175 Doolittle Rd
Woodbury

Nashville hotel adds ‘spiritual menus’

By Rose French

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Leave your Bhagavad-Gita
at home while traveling out
of town?

If you're staying at the
Hotel Preston, you can gel
a copy of the ancient Hindu
text for room from a
‘spiritual menu” that in
cludes the Quran, the Bible
and other religious texts.

Provenance Hotels, which
owns Nashville’s Hotel Pres
ton and four other boutique
hotels, is part of a new trend

VOur

in the hospitality industry:
appealing to visitors from
a wide variety of cultural
and religious backgrounds
by going bevond tucking a
Gideon Bible in guestroom
lxl;:hl\r.md\

One  of the

started to hear on

cemerging

things wi

1 regular basis from guests
1s a need for spiritual of
erinegs other than just the
Bibl satd Howard Jacobs,
wrating ofthicer lorn

Hotels based in

Ul of our cit

12 inter

ithin the

ny peopl

n
m

texts were provided, but the
best known is the Gideon
Bible.

The Gideons Internation-
al, a nondenominational
evangelical ministry run
by businessmen, began the
practice of leaving Bibles in
hotel rooms a century ago.

Its early founders and
members  were traveling
salesmen  who “wanted

spiritual nurture themselves
and to help others who de-
sired the same,” said Mark

a significant presence in the
country. And a fast-globaliz-
ing economy has created new
American links with the in-
ternational community,
Borgata Hotel Casino &
Spa in Atlantic City, N.J.,
which opened in 2003, offers
the Bible and several other
religious works in its lobby.
Niki Leondakis, chief op
erating officer with Kimp
ton Hotels and Restaurants
based in San Francisco, said
the chain’s 42 boutique ho

“One of the emerging things we started to hear
on a regular basis from guests was a need for
spiritual offerings other than just bibles.”

Howard Jacobs

Chiet operating officer for Provenance Hotels based in Oregon

Noll, an expert in religious
history at the University of
Notre Dame.

I'hey were aware of
!l.‘”]}‘l-l[“”l\ o H””ll)l"ll I)L"
havior on the road and they
thought the Bible would be a
good counterweight to that,”
\H” \.llti.

But since the Gideons be
gan, the religious landscape
of the U.S. has transformed,
mainly due to a 1965 change
rules that

f.l\lH'L‘\'
INs.

in immigration

had previously
Furope

{ |
\

5. population
overwhelm
manv other

» Islam, Hin

{dhism, have

tels began to offer a range
of spiritual texts in addi-
tion to the Bible nearly a
year ago. Every hotel has at
least four spiritual texts: the
Old and New Testaments,
the Hebrew Bible, the Book
of Mormon, and Buddhist
text. Manyv other hotels in
the chain offer close to a
dozen optil)n\.

Leondakis said the hotels
have received only a few
requests for the books so
far. Still, she said that, “of
fering a menu that includes
as many philosophies and
beliefs and spiritual per
spectives was much more in
keeping with the culture of

our company.”

At Hotel Preston, among
the other books offered are
the Book of Mormon, Bud-
dhist texts, the Chinese Tao
le Ching and the Hebrew
Bible. Guests can choose
from the works on a lami-
nated “menu” in their rooms
and then call the front desk
Lo request a copy.

I'he concept of diversity is
not entirely new. The Mar-
riott hotel chain, which was
founded bv Mormon busi-
many years JgO_
began offering the Book of
Mormon in addition to the
Gideon Bible. However, few
other hotel chains offered
any broader choices in the

nessmen,

U.S. before now.

I'he Gideons, who rarely
speak to reporters about
their work, did not respond
to a request for comment.
Noll said that the trend of
offering more religious texts
in hotels “sounds to me like
a tribute to the Gideons.”

I'he Gideon Bible still has
a place of prominence in at
least one of Provenance’s
hotgls — Hotel Preston
in Nashville, the home of
Gideons International, and
offices of several major
Christian  groups, includ-
ing the Southern Baptist
Convention and the United
Methodist Church.

“It was important here ...
to have that offering in every
room, but we also offer the
spiritual menu,” Jacobs said.
“Gideon still is really the an-
chor text across all hotels.”

Current
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OPINIONS

FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

McCain not a
“maverick’ for
the right reasons

After eight vears of Bush
reign, the American peo-
hard Republicans
often included—want some
change. Bush’s approval rat-
ings have sunk to the lowest
in history, and Sen. John Mc-
Cain has wisely tried to dis-
tance himself from anything
W-related.

There was nary a mention
of the president’s name dur-
ing the Republican National
Convention. And although
McCain has voted similarly
to Bush 90 percent of the
time during his political his-
tory, the presidential hope-
ful—or his advisors—knows
that isn’t a fact that will help
McCain succeed.

What’s a scheming politi
cian to do?

'he man who has touted

experience, experience and
more experience during his

campaign has shifted gears

since choosing Gov. Sarah
Palin as a running mate.
Now, he’s a self-proclaimed
maverick. Now, it’s the Mc-

Cain-Palin ticket that’s sure
to bring change to Washing-
ton. Now, the McCain camp
has quieted on the experience
front and on its attacks about
Obama’s lack thereof. Now,
it's a contest of who will be
the bigger revolutionary.

McCain has waivered back
and forth throughout his
political career on just how
much of a maverick he wants
to be. There’s the old McCain,
the one who attacked lead-
ers of the Christian right as
“agents of intolerance,”
voted against “budget bust-
ing” Bush tax cuts, who broke
ranks with his party on issues
from gay rights to campaign
finance reform. But that’s just
a faded memory these days.

So, yes, there has certainly
been some change. A Repub-
lican who used to be a mav-
erick of his party during the
Bush conservative-right take-
over, McCain is now a mal-
leable political agent, mold-
ing himself into whatever his
aides decide voters want.

His pick of Republican dar-
ling Palin does nothing but
contribute to his conserva-
tive image. With Palin—his
“political soul mate”—Dby his
side, his strategy now seems
aimed at garnering enthusi-
asm among voters who seek
to completely outlaw abor-
tion, who want creationism
taught in public schools and
who want to increase the role
of religion in g government.

And vyet, all we've heard
since the Palin announce-
ment is “change.”

On Sept. 16, McCain gave
what most ‘are calling his
most confusing speech yet in
Dayton, Ohio.

“It’s time to take our coun-
try back,” he told his audi-
ence. “It’s time to send a
message to those in power—
those Republicans in Wash-
ington, those old white men
with their combed-over white
hair.”

Maybe McCain needs a
mirror. Because unless he
goes back to his noncon-
formist roots, there’s nothing
groundbreaking about the
McCain-Palin ticket.

who

Live. Laugh. Love. Cry. Smile.

Don’t be afraid to go out and live life; embrace every day

Throughout my life, I've
always seen those seemingly
pointless motivational post-

ersabout challenging yourself

and pushing yourself to your
limits and blah blah blah...

Along with these unrealis-
tic posters, everyone has told
me “the best things happen
when aren't
“life is about the
that take vour breath away,”
and “don’t worry be happy.
We've heard it all

you lnnking."

moments

We all laugh at those “mo
tivational” posters featur
ing rock climbers or mara
thon runners or the success
posters featuring greatl

!.Hld\d'}\'\ overshadowing
people with arms stretched
We think these ideas
are just grand fairytales tha
no one really gets to exper

and that “too

W i(ia'.

ence rood |

be true”
Somehow, in our

is a lic

individualistic Am
ciety, we've begur
that these clicl
sibly be tru
just d(\?ki.; n
be happy
sible to t
don’t have
the world
How does that guv with
his arms stretched wide
seem so happy? His life can’t

Post It Note
Passion
Kim Louvin

possiblv be that amazing. We
are constantly fixated on the

future and planning it out
perfectly We've YUI';‘HHL'H o
)y Ol ve believed
We've believed
| forgotten what
v in the mo
| !’l‘hz”
;
| the
) "
1 1
) I'S(
Here’s the catcl
{‘mi O i\l!n'-r, then
true in order to write them
down. I highly doubt that all
of these clichés were created

out of thin air, that someone
just thought, “Hey that’s a

Are you that obnoxious, argumentative jack@ss that everyone hates?
If you are, you should write opinions for Sidelines.

We're all kinda like that too. So you'll feel right at home.

And you’ll get paid to be an obnoxious, argumentative jack@ss. Mass Comm 269.

Do you
think that
graffitiis a
problem on
campus?

Shaw

“I haven't witnessed any oi

anything close to campus..
police have really kept tabs
on things like that.”

Hillary Shaw, senior
psychology

COMICS

nice idea; I guess I'll say it’s a
good life motto.”

Somewhere, someone ex-
perienced life to the fullest
and decided to pass on a
little nugget of insight to the
world.

Take

off the corporate
glasses; ignore those who
want you to believe that

wealth equals happiness and
thatit’s always someone else’s
fault and just look around.
If you're reading this,
you've probably been given
the opportunity to go to col-
There’s one good thing
right there. You can be truly
happy if you just let yourself.
many

IL'EJ,C.

loo times we be-
come negative and refuse to
enjoy life by refusing to ac-
cept the good things right in
front of us and refusing to
see that even though things
might not be exactly how we
want them to be,
till amazing,.

they are

We refuse to simply savor

woment out of fear of

nu MNCE ]‘\'L‘ dL‘-

i every moment

ind love fully

and feel,
tmazing.

na cry

o through hard
lives. Ultimate
recognize that
these difficult moments are

LIMeEs 1N oul

Iy, w¢ must

when we become who we re-
ally are.

In these times, we be-
lieve the clichés because we
have nothing else to hope
in. These are the times we
force ourselves to believe cli-
ché sayings and just see what
happens because we've ex-
hausted all other options.

In these grim moments,
we are left with nothing but
to ‘just go with it’ and see
how it works out. Just trust
in yourself and lean on those
around you.

After these struggles, it be-
comes clear to us that we can
no longer fixate our eyes on
the past or focus so intently
on the future that we miss
the present. We have to em-
brace our current situation.

Enjoy the little things like
the clouds in the sky, the
smiles in the faces of chil-
dren, and the late nights
spent with friends.

Life can be experienced
fully and should be by savor-
ing every moment as much as
possible. This is difficult; you
will constantly realize how
wrong you were about life.
You will cry, hurt, and get
burned to the fullest extent.

But you will also laugh,
smile, love, and most im-
portantly LIVE to the fullest

extent.

You will feel every moment
as deeply as you are intended
to, but just live.

Savor every moment you
have with your friends, lov-
ers, families, even strangers.

Savor every seemingly
awkward conversation with
the person next to you in line
or on the plane.

Laugh deeply at the per-
son rocking out to 80s music
in the car next to you...and
then join them.

Enjoy playing with the
voice changer at Wal-Mart so
much so that random strang-
ers awkwardly join you.

Drive fast on back roads
with the sunroof open just
s0 you can see the stars and
smell the scent of the back-
woods.

Take 200 pictures just be-
cause you can. Jump just to
see if you can land.

Challenge yourselves;
scare yourselves.

Today is the only Septem-
ber 18, 2008 you will ever
get, so live it for all that its
worth.

Live. Laugh. Love. Cry.
Smile.

Kim Louvin is a junior
psychology major and can be
reached at kal3n@mtsu.edu.

Hadéad

“No, | really haven’t seen

that much of it on campus.”

Fahad Haddad, senior

E M

Milstead

“I"ve not seen any. I take
night classes and basically

all of my classes are in the
BAS.”

Monica Milstead, senior
finance

Witt
“I haven’t seen too much...
nothing really illegal. I've

seen a lot of chalk but
that’s not a problem.”

Justin Witt, senior
recording industry
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We are ‘Generation Apathy

By MIKE DEVLIN
The Duke Chronicle

Students were one of Pro-
fessor Barack Obama’s criti-
cal constituencies during
the Democratic primaries
-- pundits regularly stressed
the importance of college
towns to Obama’s election
strategy.

This trend is so newswor-
thy because it’s so atypi-
cal. The youth of America
are a dormant constituency
-- tossing a little bit now as
the sun begins to set and
sunshine glints off a half-
full bottle of Olde English
on the bed stand. But most
likely that toss will become
a turn before November, and
my generation will return
to sleep until it qualifies for
membership in the AARP.

Obama’s cool now, but
November is a whole three
months away.

And yet college students
were once the political life-
blood of America, battling
against the establishment,
helping to stop a war and
start a new American po-
litical culture. During the
1960s, college kids risked
their lives fighting Jim Crow.
Today jaws drop when col-
lege students even consider
voting. Young Americans
learn about politics from
Web sites like Brobama.org,
which presents headlines
such as “Energy Brofficien-
cy” in proud Comic Sans.

Why were earlier genera-
tions able to channel their
anti-authoritarian  vitality
into significant political ac-
tivism? Why is my genera-
tion stagnant — in both the
eyes of the nation and of it-
self?

To discover why college
has been trivialized by the
nation, we must first ask why
college students have trivial-

ized themselves.

College is no longer a
unique experience of inde-
pendence and inquiry. Rath-
er, it’sastage in the American
life cycle, one that’s expected,
and, to a degree, required.
Politically correct kinder-
garten teachers told us we
were each unique butterflies.
In reality we are caterpillars
mired in the creepy-crawly
pupal stages of lawyers, doc-
tors and mid-level managers.
To my generation, college is

some aspect of human curi-
osity is viciously throttled in
its intermittent sleep.

Why be curious? My gen-
eration knows that most
human knowledge is stored
on the Internet, that our
only impediment to near-
omniscience is our inability
to conveniently access that
stored information. So we
glide across silvery surfaces
of knowledge, never bother-
ing to penetrate or inquire

“Why is my generation stagnant - in
both the eyes of the nation and of

itself?

job training.

To answer why we have
trivialized ourselves, then, I
suggest that my generation is
cynical. We are worldly and
aware. On the Internet and
television we've seen both
death and conception (well,
potentially - we don’t stick
around for the pregnancy
test). It’s not liberalism or
secularism that has debased
society and its colleges, but
media-fueled hyper-aware-
ness of reality. And reality is
tiresome. Somebody foisted
this life cycle upon us and
we are too tired to fight back.
So we accept it and saunter
through life with a pimp roll
and ironic grin.

The Internet and, to
degree, television, have in
creased human connectivity
and exposure while remov-
ing the visceral realities of
life and society. Media is as
old as the written alphabet,
but interactivity is newly di-
vorced from face-to-face, or
at least voice-to-voice, con-
tact. And when you learn
from a medium that pairs an
aura of interactivity with the
authoritative nature of print,

deeply. The exponential
growth of information has
eliminated its order, even
in academia. Now students
fly through college like di-
rection-less airborne seeds,
puffs on the breeze.

And 1 fear that the GOP
understands these deficien-
cies in young America. We
are right to be inspired by
Barack Obama. We are right
to support him; we are right
to hope. But information
overload has created an era
of political relativism - azone
where no spin is possible, be-
cause there is no center point
around which to turn. There
are only clouds of wispy in-
formation and stolid wills
to truth. By embracing this
environment, the Sen. John
McCain campaign will try to
make us doubt ourselves.

Look at Jerome Corsi and
his new book, The Obama
Nation: Leftist Politics and
the Cult of Personality, a
number one New York Times
best-seller.  MediaMatters
has eviscerated Obama Na-
tion, digging through factual
claims and citations then rig-
orously testing them against

reality.  Corsi cites blogs
and makes claims that are
obviously untrue and eas-
ily disproven. According to
Corsi, for example, Obama
doesn’t mention his sister’s
birth in the second chapter
of Dreams of my Father. Yet
MediaMatters points to the
exact page where Obama
does mention her birth. This
guy can’t even write an ac-
curate book report, yet his
work gets wide media cover-
age and sells wildly.

But it doesn’t matter
whether Corsi tells the truth.
In modern politics, truth is
relativistic.

Because there is too much
truth, ideology determines
which truth matters.

As election day approach-
es, intellectual cynicism
-- always in vogue among
young Americans, now usu-
ally lacking in intellect --

will nip at the brain stems of

young voters seeking to craft
contrarian images. They will
try to doubt Obama rather
than support McCain, and
their doubts will easily be
confirmed by Internet lies.
Intellectually honest sup-
porters of Obama and Mc-
Cain will remain solid at the
edges (and there are young,
bright, and honest support-
ers of McCain, of course - |
don’t mean to imply other-
wise) but the bucks and
sways of the middle masses

can be manipulated by wily

campaign operatives. And
if the :'\L:.‘?.ll'i}\ in Party es
tablishment is anything, it is
\\'ll\

But there are rights and

wrongs in Policy

L\“.“"‘"'\\'
can be held to a standard of
truth. Until my generation

recognizes the hard

kernel
of reality that underlies all
the world’s abstraction and
bullshit, even activism will

remain a game.
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Consider implica-
tions of advertise-
ments

In the Sept. 11 edition of
Sidelines, 1 was saddened to
see the rather large “Get a
piece” advertisement for the
Mellow Mushroom.

[ am a non-traditional stu-
dent which comprises a good
portion of the student popu-
lation here.

It's by no means that 1 ad-
dress this issue any wiser or
more intelligently, since we
are all on the same academic
playing field, but not all of the
student body here at MTSU
appreciate the lack of respect
for women as displayed in
this raunchy ad.

This environment is ripe
enough as it is for sexual as-
sault — since college women
are four times more likely to
be assaulted — and recklessly
catering to this form of ad-
vertising for the sake of sell-
ing more pizza is discourag-
ing.

Perception gives rise to
meaning — and although we
all know the attempt here is
to “get a piece” of pizza — for
those “out there” getting lost
in translation, maybe this is
all the validation needed in
“getting a piece.”

Please review the following
statistics. Maybe this will help
you see how choosing adver-
tising revenue over campus
integrity may not be wise:

-1 in 6 women will be sexu-
ally assaulted in her lifetime.

-Every two minutes some-
one in the United States is
sexually assaulted.

-60% of sexual crimes are
not reported.

Approximately 73%  of
rape victims know their as-
satlants.

Only 6% of rapists will
ever spend a day in jail.

www.rainn.org)

It is rather distasteful how
on the exact same page as the

“get a piece” ad, there are the
campus crime bricfs, with the
fourth listing - arrest/rape
charge — hitting very close to
home.

-Suzanne Gallord,
liberal arts

juniol

Pizza ad compromis-
es integrity

I'm am sending this let-
ter to express my disgust of
the Mellow Mushroom Pizza
ad (that portrays a half na
ked girl) which scems to al
ways show up on page 2 of
the School Paper. This ad
makes the school papet look
TRASHY.

I understand that Mellow
Mushroom is paying moncey
to have their ad in the paper,
but do vou really need to ac-
cept such flth:

At least get « diflerent pic
ture that won
the integrity of Sidelines

\HIII}‘IHHII\C

-Eric Dunn, senion

science

From the editor:
Sidelines would like to re
mind our readers that the
advertisements that appear
in our paper are in no way
necessarily reflective of the
staff.
We have received a few com-
plaints about the ad men-
tioned in the letiers above,
and while we value and re
spect our readers and their

diverse beliefs, we value the

views and ideals of ou

First Amendment in the same
regard. '

Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes letters HLO1 Trom
all readers. Please e-mail letter
mtsu.edu, and include your '
number for verification. Sidetines will n
anonymous letters. We reserve 1 ght 1o con
for grammar, length and conte

! pubiesh

Sidelines is the editoria
non-profit student-producea
Tennessee State University Sid
Monday and Thursday during
semesters and Wednesday ¢ ym ly
The opinions expressed her f the
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WILL YOU BE TAILGATING
BEFORE THE NEXT GAME?

ne

onl

TELL US ONLINE AT
MTSUSIDELINES.COM

FEATURES
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18%

DO YOU PLAN TO SEE
BURN AFTER READ-
ING?

BASED ON VOTES FROM
MTSUSIDELINES.COM.

The spirit of MT tailgating

Why wait for the game sitting on the couch when you could be at ‘The Grove'?

By ADAM BRADEN
Contributing Writer

Although football gener-
ates some of the greatest ri-
valries on college campuses
throughout the United States,
there is one pregame tradi-
tion that anyone can agree on
regardless of collegiate affili-
ation.

Throughout the vyears,
tailgating has become a piv-
otal part of American sport’s
culture, where fans and grill-
masters can come together
and enjoy a hotdog, burger

and a “game day beverage” of

their choosing.

Although some may not
consider the Blue Raiders as
prominent as other college
football teams, there’s
thing that’s for sure

MTSU fans know how to
tailgate.

Walnut Grove, located be-
tween Peck Hall and Cope
Administration Building,

one

is ground zero for a clash of

students, alumni and fans
that come together for the
pregame ritual of tailgating.

This pristine area — which
is perfect for mid-afternoon
class breaks — is transformed
into a bustling community
that is predominantly com
posed of various student and
alumni organizations.

Cread Clifton is an MTSU
alumnus who comes back to
tailgate with his son, a cur-
rent student at the university

“When 1 graduated from
here in 1980, we had no tail-
gating at all,” Clifton says. “1
think it’s great now with the
[Raider] Walk and everybody
participating out here.”

During the “Raider Walk,”
the football players
coaches make their way
through the massive crowds
of tailgaters to get the fans
excited about the upcoming
game. Behind the excite-
ment, MT8U’s Band of Blue
performs the university’s
fight song that can be heard
all over campus. The trum-
pets, trombones and drum-
beats signify that it’s football
time in Middle Tennessee.

“I love MTSU tailgating,”
says Susan Porter, whose son
is in the band. “The food is

and

Photo Courtesy Goblueraiders.com

Photo Courtesy Goblueraiders.com

The Blue Raider football team is lead by the cheerleading squad through the Ralder Walk as the band, dance team and MTSU faithful fans cheer them on.

wonderful and so is the mu-
sic, the gamesa nd the PL'I)P'L'.
I'his is most definitely a fam
ily atmosphere. There are
k i\i\ every \\‘hL'l'Cv 4

MTSU  makes that
there’s something for the kids

Sl

to enjoy with activities such
as face-painting, inflatable
slides and obstacle courses.
[MTSU tailgating] is one of
the best I've ever been to and
this is the
tailgating here,

been

Mat

first vear |'ve

SAYS

thew Coffman, junior mass

communications major. 'l
had a blast and met a lot of
new [‘\'UML, [‘|.I\:'11 a lot of
games and even played on the
;,I.,\\ up games they have for
the kids.”

lhe tailgate Coffman is
referring to is the one before
the Blue Raiders battled the
University of Maryland Ter-
rapins. Surprisingly, in this
vast sea of fans covered in
blue and white, a single fan

Upcoming chances to tailgate

Opponent

Florida Atlantic

Louisiana-Monroe

North Texas

When
Sept. 30

wearing bright red under-
neath a Maryland tent made
his presence known.

“I love the atmosphere
down here, and I've enjoyed
all of the good people,” says
Don van Reenan, a 1961
graduate and former foot-
ball player at the University
of Maryland. “I think that
Maryland is going to win
this one by at least fourteen
points, though.”

As all of you know, the
Maryland alumnus was
wrong. The Blue Raiders
were able to defeat Maryland
in a 24-14 victory that is sure
to be a pinnacle of this year’s
season.

MTSU will be back in home
action when they host Florida
Atlantic on Sept. 30 in what is
sure to be an incredible game.
There are only a few more
home games left this year, so
come on out and have some
fun while supporting Blue
Raider football.

(Left) “Com hole” Is always a popular game amongst Blue Ralder faithful before kickoff. (Middle) Some grillers prefer more state-of-the-art grills when preparing meals on game days. (Right) And then
there's always the taligaters who can’t get away from the traditional way of grilling.
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The blues win the battle
C.J. Vaughn and Highway 58 win Battle of the Bands

By LAURA RAINES and a $250 gift card to Star have played with several big
Write Works Photo’s. names in the country mu-
C.J. Vaughn and Highway sic industry and at t raffiti

I'hree incredible bands 58 are tight, but they need for one of the bar’s fust live

battled it out Wednesday work,” says Shawn Hughes, a  shows.

night at Murfreesboro’s new-  judge for Wednesday night’s Manager Jason McGregor
st bar, Graffiti, in The Daily  competition. “I would love says the concept of Graffiti
News Journal's Battle of the  to see them at Bonnaroo very ~ was based oft Nashville’s Tin

Bands. The three bands that soon.” Roof, opened by Henry and

battled for the coveted title Wade Hayes, another of the  the Sea Hawks

were C.). Vaughn and High-  night’s judges, had positive “We hold Battle of the

way 58, DeadChain and Twi-  things to say about Twilight Bands to promote local bands

light Zone. Zone. and provide them with expo-
l'he bands each had a “It’s obvious you guys enjoy ~ sure,” McGregor says. “Graf-

chance to showcase their tal-  what you are doing and you fiti’s goal is to gives kids live

playing four to five songs  can tell you like each other’s music cheap in a comfortable
on stage. Then, a panel of company,” Hayes announced atmosphere, and we are al

udges critiqued each indi-- to the band. ways open to suggestions.”
dual performance. \Imost all the comments Although Graffiti has been
\mong the judges were Joe  were positive from the judg- officially open since April,

looper, Kevin Ray, Shawn es, who gave more construc- the grand opening party

Hughes, Tom Drennon and tive criticism than anything takes place tonight. Along
Vade Haves. H]L‘\‘

B sty e o ‘ ‘ ““| would love to see them at Bonnaroo
very soon.”

nents at the end of
h band’s perfor

Nee .H‘«l, \nungxi O €njoy

Shawn Hughes

ne show. Judge for Battle of the Band
\udience members got a
it the door upon en
and had a chance to because the crowd ultimatel with experiencing a new at
by placing the ticket decided the fate of the bands nosphere, guests are likely
in the box belonging to the DeadChain gave a great to witness one of Graffiti’s
wup they liked best. Vot- performance and took sec famous water fights or the
ng took place after all three ond place. They won $150 bartenders dancing on the
roups finished performing. to Star Works Photo’s h bars
I'he winner was decided by  judges said they loved the e We hose each other down
ounting votes from the fans, ergy they provided a randomly throughout the
ind although DeadChain entourage they brought. Af night,” McGregor says.
brought a large crowd of ter the performance, the guys Among the crowd were
gothic-style supporters, and were happy with their work few of Gentlemen Jim’s loyal

wilight Zone came close, and gave a shout out to all customers. They came out

(_.J. Vaughn and Highway 58 their friends at Straight Edge for Battle of the Bands, but

claimed the victory. lattoo. say they may stay for more.
Reminiscent of blues art “Yall need some serious “First of all, 1 think C.J.

ist John Mayer, C.] Vaughn anger management,” judge Vaughn played one heck of 2 (From left to right) Don Kendrick, C.J. Vaughn and Ron Vaughn chill in Hicksville.
and Highway 58 is comprised  Kevin Ray exclaimed. “Holy show and may have surprised

of Caleb Jared Vaughn, lead crap that was bad!” many people with their diver-  ted that, tho he . ive music and a karaoke bar.  cased three of the best bands
guitar and vocals, bassist Ron Ray co-owns Graffiti with sity,” onlooker Ryan Young larly frequent Jim’s, t o1 lim’s cannot beat that kind of  in the area, but also may have
ughn and drummer Don Jesse Zaneand hasbeeninthe says. petition pulled the ompetition. won some new fans of their
Kendrick music business for years. He Young says he came to Jim’s ‘ Graffiti, hand-painted and own.
For their winning per- is lead guitar and vocals for  Graffiti because heisa devout — of the "Boro” sc lecorated by co-manager Congratulations go out to
formance, C.J. Vaughn and the band Henry and the Sea Highway 58 fan. Heandafew few years n -‘ sa L vndsy Brown, really brought  C.J. Vaughn and Highway 58
IHighway 58 received, among Hawks. others “Graffiti offers cheaper pitcl the music on Wednesday for winning Graffiti’s first of-

other things, $400 in cash They admit- ers, beer pong on Thursdays, night. They not only show- ficial Battle of the Bands.

; Sept. 18
Mellow Mushroom @ 8
Sept. 25
Mellow Mushroom @8
Oct, 25
Capalones @ 8

Photo ( 14 I. Vaugh 1 Highway 5¢

(Far Left) Dvummer Don Kendrick lays out precise drum beats to
give rhythm to the band’s blue-style playing

(Left) Bassist Ron Vaughn, father of C.J., shows off the many
years of practice he has put into his bass.

2008-09 Student Health Insurance Plans S o r f s R e h a b
Developed for the Middle Tennessee State University Students
Approved by The Tennessee Board of Regents Do You Want to Work With Athletes?
Student Insurance Committee

noon’s Department of Sports & Rehabilitotion is desgned to ossist stugents in the

Jemt % freaiment oOf patients n a Cinical seting
Rt IR, Master's Degree in Sports Science & Rehabilitation
v Covered charges at the Student Health Center paid at 100% with no deductible » Unique Dual-Degree M.$./D.C. & Independent Graduate Degree Formats
v Coverage for inpatient and outpatient hospital expense such as: surgery, physician's » Develop Skills in the Assessment, Treatment, Conditioning

visils, diagnostic lesting, prescriptions and other services & Injury Mancgemem of Athletes

v Coverage: 80% in PPO & 60% Non-PPO; $100,000 maximum benefit b Work with Professional, Collegiate & High School
v Discount Prescription, Dental & Vision Plans included Sports Teams
v Reasonable premiums — see brochure and enrollment form for payment options J » Leam from Experts in Sports Medicine
annually, semi-annually, semesterly or a nine payment option is available » Treat patients in the state-of-the-art BIOFREEZE®
Sporls & Rehab Center
It you are lookin g for a career in healthcare offer ng
Brochures & Enroliment Forms available at the: tremendous personal satisfaction, professional success and

» MTSU Student Health Center an income commensurate with your professional position,

; contact Logan University tocay
LOGANE)

@ )

"

LUy

» www.hbcstudent.com or calling 1-800-463-2317

» on-line enroliment at www.gmsouthwest.com

www.Logan.edu

UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS

This insurance plan does have certain limitations and exclusions. For complete detail see policy on file at the OLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC

Tennessee Board of Regents

Chesterfield (St Louis area), Missouri ¢ 800-533-9210
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Blue Raiders face first SBC road challenge

After suffering a heartbreaking loss in Lexington, MT looks to rebound against Red Wolves

By CHAD MINTON
Contributing Writer

After losing to Kentucky,
the Blue Raiders will try to
bounce back Saturday against
Sun Belt Conference foe Ar-
kansas State after the heart-
breaking loss that would have
been the second straight win
over a BCS conference oppo-
nent.

The Blue Raiders came up
just a yard short of the end
zone to tie the game, and the
clock expired with MT down
20-14.

Now, the MT defense will
face an ASU offense that is
first in the Sun Belt confer-
ence and ranked 12th nation-
ally.

“I think this is the best
running attack our defense
has faced this year when you
consider their quarterback
and running backs,” MT
Head Coach Rick Stockstill
said Tuesday. “They have run
the ball against some good
teams, and this is a huge chal-
lenge for our defense.”

The defense is definitely up
for the challenge.

“We treat them like every
other team,” said junior line
backer Danny Carmichael.
“We seem to have some good
games against them.”

The Red Wolves have al-
ready matched MT’s upset
win over Maryland by de-
feating Texas A&M on the
road 18-14 in Week 1. ASU
running back Reggie Arnold
played a huge role in the up
set win. The junior rushed
for 145 yards and has a sea-
son total of 352 yards and
three touchdowns.

The Blue Raiders will try
to counter the Red Wolves’
potent rushing attack with
their impressive passing of-
fense that is ranked 21st na-
tionally despite having an in-
experienced receiving corps.

“The young guys are con-
tinuing to learn, and the
mistakes they are making are
being reduced each week,”
Stockstill said.

The emergence of wide re-
ceiver Malcolm Beyah, a true
freshman, has been huge for
the MT passing game. Beyah
has pulled in a touchdown
pass in each of the first three

Photo by Chris Barstad, stalf photographer

Senior quarterback Joe Craddock (left) will look to put up big numbers for MT. Craddock has won the SBC Offensive Player of the Week award two weeks in a row.

games this season and is 25th
in the nation in recciving
yards per game with an aver-
age of 85 yards a game.

Senior  quarterback
Craddock is quick to recog-
nize the stellar play Beyah
has shown.

“Just having him out there
is a big threat,” Craddock

Joe

said. “He’s got great hands.”
Beyah caught five passes for
117 yards and a touchdown in
last week’s loss to Kentucky.
Since 1999, the year M’
joined the Football Bowl Sub
division, Beyah is one of only
three freshman MT receivers
to record a 100-yard receiving
game. Tyrone Calico and ju

nior running back Desmond

Gee are the only other players
to gain at least 100 vards in a
game during their freshman
SCAason

Bevah isn't the only l'l"“'
on offense receving atten
tion. Jo raddock 1s com
Ing olf an impressive perfor

mance aga t Ul here he

Four players tied

SACKS
Five players tied

LEADERS

YARDS TDs YARDS TDs
PASSING PASSING

Joe Craddock 808 5 Corey Leonard 645 7
RUSHING RUSHING

Phillip Tanner 148 2 Reggie Arnold 352 3
RECEIVING RECEIVING

Malcolm Beyah 255 3 Jahbari McLennon 155 0
TACKLES TACKLES

Jeremy Kellem 23 Ben Owens 22

Ben Owens

SACKS
Alex Carrington

=
pd

e ——
 §
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threw for 352 passing vard
ind two touchdowns. ‘I he

Craddodl
Offensive Plaver of th

numbers earned
SB(
Week honors for the second
straight week.

['he difference -malcr for

I'u‘ MT offense \UlIM b llu

inexperienced offensive linc.

I'he Blue Raider rushine at

Photo by Chris Barstad, stafl photograp e

tack was unable to get any
thing going against a much
Kentucky defensive
front. The defensive line of
the Red Wolves should not
be as difficult to penetrate.
I'hroughout the series be-
tween these two teams, who-

bigger

FOOTBALL, PAGE 10

Phillip Tanner needs to run better against ASU than he did at UK.
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’ '.‘ .
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Soccer teams’ woes continue

By DAVID POWELL
MT Athletic Communications

The Middle Tennessee
Blue Raiders were unable to
capture their second straight
win and conceded two goals
before the half in route to
falling 3-0 to the Oral Rob-
erts Golden Eagles in their
final match at the Tulsa Soc-
cer Invitational on Sunday
afternoon.

“It is a disappointing loss,”
Head Coach Aston Rhoden
said. “I think we really con-
trolled the game in the whole
second half, but it is frustrat-
ing because by then we were
already two goals down. It
was very hard to catch up
even though we were playing
better.”

The Blue Raiders came into
today’s finale full of confi-
dence after defeating the host
Tulsa Golden Hurricane 1-0
on Friday night for theix first
victory of the season. Fresh-
man forward Shan Jones
provided the difference, scor-
ing a first-half strike for her

team-leading fourth goal of

the year.
Loreena Soto put Oral Rob-

erts ahead in the 27th minute
when she got on the end of a
Coreen Walker cross and fin-
ished from five yards out for
her first goal of the season.

The goalscorer turned
provider in the 39th min-
ute when she found Natalya
Manyan in the area to dou-
ble the Golden Eagles lead
to 2-0, an advantage they
would hold going into the
halftime.

The Blue Raiders played
much better in the second
half and came close to get-
ting back in the match several
times, but it was ORU’s Man-
yan who again found the back
of the net for her second goal.
The forward scored from 10
yards out off a nice pass from
Maria Grados to make it 3-0
in favor of Oral Roberts.

“We had to begin to taking
some risks while trying to get
a goal back in the second half
and Oral Roberts capital-
ized off of that for their final
score,” Rhoden said.

Despite out shooting the
Golden Eagles 11-8, includ-
ing a 7-4 margin in shots on
frame, the Blue Raiders failed
to put the ball in the back of

Photo Courtesy of MT Athletic Communications
Freshman Shan Jones is MT’s leading scorer with four goals.

the net for the second time
this year. Middle Tennessee
has scored more than one
goal in a match only once this
season and must capitalize on
their chances in the coming
matches if this disappointing

trend is to be turned around.

Middle Tennessee returns
to Blue Raider Field for a
match against Southeastern
Conference foe Ole Miss on
Friday night. Kickoff is set for
6:30 p.m.

Cross country team
listed among the best
in the South Region

By JO JO FREEMAN
MT Athletic Communications

Middle Tennessee’s men’s
cross country team is ranked
11th in the South Region in
the first of weekly rankings
released by the United States
Track and Field and Cross
Country Coaches Associa-
tion,

The Blue Raiders have
posted three strong show-
ings thus. far this season
heading into this weekend’s
meet.

The men won the team
title at the Agnes Scott
Invitational on Aug. 30,
placed second at the Bel-
mont Opener on Sept. 5
and finished fourth last
week at the Memphis Twi-
light Classic.

Junior William Songock
has paced the five-mem-
ber squad during the first
three meets, finishing sec-
ond twice and 10th this
past weekend. Sophomore

Festus Chemaoi was the
medalist at the Agnes Scott
Invitational, placed ninth
at Belmont and was 25th at
Memphis.

The other three runners
- sophomores Isaac Biwott
and David Emery and ju-
nior Julius Kirui - have all
picked up the pace as well,
Biwott has placed in the Top
30 in all three meets, Kirui
in the Top 35 and Emery in
the Top 40.

“Polls are nice and it’s
good recognition for the
men, who have performed
well to this point,” Head
Coach Dean Hayes said.
“But we have to continue
improving each week from
one through five in the
lineup if we want to win the
Sun Belt, and that’s always
our top goal.”

Both the Middle Ten-
nessee men’s and women’s
squads run Saturday at the
WKU OId Timers Classic in
Bowling Green, Ky.

;ITennis team to begin season at the Intercollegi;te Championships this weekend

By JO JO FREEMAN

MT Athletic Communications

Middle Tennessee’s men’s
tennis team opens its fall
schedule this weekend at
the Southern Intercollegiate
Championships in Athens,
Ga., one of the nation’s old-
est collegiate tennis tourna-

ments.
Second-year head coach
David McNamara returns

five letter-winners, including
senior Morgan Richard and
sophomore John Peers, who
was ranked 90th nationally in
the ITA Preseason Rankings
released earlier this month.
“I'm looking forward to the

Footbhall
FROM PAGE 9

ever gets on the scoreboard

first tournament of the year.
I'm really excited to see what
these guys are going to do,”
McNamara said. “Morgan,
being a senior, he’s pretty
excited about getting on the
court after having an average
junior year. He’s been work-
ing hard toward getting some
wins. And I'm excited to see

what John will do. He’s been
playing well in practice.”
Sophomore Richard
Cowden, along with junior
Alex
more Kyle Wishing, will also
make the trip to Athens.
‘With Richard, it usually
takes the about
a year or so to really get ac-

McCann and sopho-

new  guys

first will have a great chance
to win the game. Since 2001,
the team that has scored
first has gone on to win six
of seven times.

The scoreboard opera-
tor may get paid extra for
his work during Saturday’s
game with both offenses
looking extremely impres-

sive early on this season.
This will be the second
conference game for
and will be very important
as the SBC is very balanced

SPORTS BRIEFS

Craddock earns second Player of the Week award

For the second consecutive week, MT senior quarterback has been named Sun Belt Confer-
ence Offensive Player of the Week.
Craddock earned the honor based on his outstanding performance against in the Blue Raid-
ers’ 20-14 loss at Kentucky last Saturday.
Craddock completed 21 of his 37 pass attempts for 352 yards with two touchdowns and one

interception. He also gained nine rushing yards on seven carries.

Last week, He was one of three Blue Raiders to earn SBC Player of the Week honors after MT’s
24-14 win over Maryland. In that game, Craddock was 28 of 40 passing for 256 yards and two
touchdowns to go along with his 28 rushing yards.

For the season, Craddock is 69 for 109 passing for 808 yards and five touchdowns with two
interceptions. He has also gained 32 rushing yards this season.

Junior punter DeFatta on Ray Guy Watch List

Junior punter David DeFatta is one of 46 punters from the Football Bowl Subdivision named

to the Ray Guy Watch List.

The Ray Guy Award is annually awarded to the FBS’s most outstanding punter.

DeFatta has fired off 18 punts this season for a 41.9-yard average. He has pinned opponents
inside their 20-yard line three times and has booted four kicks for more than 50 yards.

DeFatta is one of four punters from the Sun Belt Conference to appear on the list. He is joined
by Arkansas State’s Brett Shrable, Louisiana-Monroe’s Scott Love and Florida Atlantic’s Keegan

Peterson.

In early November, the list will be trimmed down to 10 semifinalists, and in late November it
will be further shortened to three finalists with the winner being named on December 11.

Blue Raider volleyball team heads to Ohio

Number 14 Middle Tennessee will begin to close out its seven match stretch away from home
when it-travels to Ohio to face Ohio University, Xavier and Tulane.

The Blue Raiders will first travel to Athens, Ohio, to play the Bobcats at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 18 before continuing on to Cincinnati, Ohio to face the Musketeers, and Green Wave on
Friday, Sept. 19 and Sunday, Sept. 20, respectively.

Middle Tennessee remained undefeated with wins over South Carolina State, UT Arlington

MT

s A U D )
THANKS FOR VOTING US NASRVILLE'S BEST PLACE T0 HEAR LIVE MUSIC RGAIN THIS YEAR!

NISSAN CONCERT SERIES

\5 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Conor Oberst i =<
wvith Jenny Lewis

climated and then his knee
surgery put him out nine
months,” McNamara said.
“And it probably takes about
nine more months to get
back into playing shape, so he
should be ready to go.

“And Alex and Kyle con-
tinue to work hard and get
better everyday, which is only

going to help our team.”
Peers and Cowden will
play doubles together, as
will McCann and Wishing.
The tournament starts Fri-
day and ends Monday at the
Dan Magill Tennis Center
on the University of Georgia
campus. Full results may be
found at georgiadogs.com.

this year. Two losses could
make it very difficult to
bring home the conference
title that comes with a berth
in the New Orleans Bowl.

The kickoff is scheduled
for 6 p.m. at ASU Stadium
in Jonesboro, Ark.

MONDAY, SERTEMBER 22

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31

DRIVEBY TRUCKERS o3
& THE HOLD STEAD

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

DAUID BUANE
BLACK KEYS

with special guest ROYAL BANGS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 & FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10

M A

R 1 U M

BARE
JR.

and Duke last weekend. The Blue Raiders defeated the first two opponents easily 3-0 and 3-1
respectively, but the Blue Devils were a different story. Middle Tennessee trailed 2-0 to Duke
before rallying to win the match. Clark and sophomore Izabela Kozon were each named to the
all-tournament team after guiding the Blue Raiders in the win and posting career highs.

MT Baseball sets Grand Slam Fish Fry date

Middle Tennessee head baseball coach Steve Peterson has announced that the annual Grand
Slam Fish Fry fundraiser will take place on Monday, Oct. 20 at 6 p.m. at the Tennessee Livestock
Center on the Middle Tennessee campus.

As always, the event will feature country whole fried catfish with all the trimmings prepared
by Shelbyville’s own “Big Hoss” Cartwright, authentic cajun gumbo by our Louisiana trans-
plant, Blue Raider legend John Stanford, and hot dogs for the kids.

“The Fish Fry is one of our biggest events of the year, an annual event we’ve been hosting since
1984. It’s a great way to socialize with everyone and raise money for the baseball program. It’s
great food, fun and entertainment, and certainly an event you don’t want to miss,” Peterson
said.

Tickets are $20. Children six and under are admitted free of charge.
Tickets are available at the Middle Tennessee Ticket Office located at Gate 1A of Floyd Sta-
dium and through the Middle Tennessee BRAA office.

SARA -
BAREILLES sehanms e

ROBERT EARL KEEN

with Todd Snider

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23

IRON AND WINE

with Blitzen Trapper

v Y Tickets avarlable at all nokermastes gutlets. Kroge
“‘ " “ the anmn Bnl Dffice ["‘Vm.“ com or (615 5 9600
3 A o i .

Information gathered from Goblueraiders.com
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