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ABSTRACT

The American Civil War is too often studied frohettop down, focusing on the lives of
army commanders and politicians. More recent sgkblp has focused on the men in the ranks
and their view of the war. Left out in this are tontributions made by mid-level brigade
commanders. These men represented the core Ginth&Var army’s command structure.
Brigades were large enough to act on their owncamained enough power and force to
determine the outcome of engagements. This thesises on four brigade commanders —
William P. Carlin, Charles G. Harker, John C. Steglther, and August Willich — and the
commands they exercised during the conflict. Tghotraining and drill these leaders shaped
their men into soldiers. By learning to work wittthe framework of the army as a whole these
men made it possible to maneuver and fight in larges. Their influence created solid, hard
fighting units responsible for winning the war.
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INTRODUCTION

The American Civil War was unique in the nation’gitary history. Recent
scholarship examining the conflict offers new imgioto the performance of Civil War
armies, the conduct of battles, and the directimstrategic policies. Much of this
scholarship focuses on the top leaders — men suGrant, Sherman, and Lee — detailing
how these men fought and won or lost the W&everal studies focus on the creation and

evolution of strategy and campaigns at the higlessis?

At the same time, other historians have shifteddlcas down to lower-level
combat leaders and to the soldiers they commandkdy examine how the war was
fought down to the level of the private. As pdrtreeir examination, they note that the
fighting methods of these commanders and their deseloped from the citizen-soldier
ideal of American history and the long-standing f@&darge armies during peacetime.
As historian Wayne Wei-siang Hsieh states, “forrist part, northerners and
southerners entered the Civil War with a set ofural expectations rooted in an Anglo-

American martial tradition that had glorified thgic and military virtue of the

! Ethan S. RafusdicClellan’s War: The Failure of Moderation in ther@gle for the Union
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005), offa detailed biography of George B. McClellan,
locating the roots of his military policies in hgict Whig upbringing. Jean E. Smif@&rant (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2002), offers a recent treatroéttte most important Union general, detailing IHes
including his controversial presidency. Ethan RafRRobert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy,
1863-1865New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2009), details ttiailure of Lee’s efforts in the east,
beginning with the high hopes of the summer of 1868 following his unsuccessful campaign to defeat
Grant. Rafuse focuses on the James River as Hwngtal strategic point of the Confederacy thaelhad
to defend.

2 Archer JonesCivil War Command and Strategy: The Process ofovjcand DefeafNew York:
Free Press, 1992), and more recently, Donald StdkerGrand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War
(Cambridge: Oxford University Press, 2010), offesrough and detailed discussions of the overall
strategic and operational goals for both sidesyedsas the evolutionary process of this stratéggughout
the course of the war. Winfield Scott's AnacondanPof blockading and securing the Mississippi Rive
valley became Union policy by the summer of 1863.



studiously unprofessional citizen-soldi€r.This Anglo-American tradition was
complicated by West Point. According to Hsieh,ceray graduates represented, “actual
professional expertise, measured by the same Eamaggiandards that the old army used
as professional model8.” This expertise, Hsieh continues, “had more its&fair share

of inadequacies, but [the academy’s] simple redagnbf the practical importance of
specialized military knowledge set [the graduaggsdrt from their fellow countrymen.”
Together, Hsieh observes, the citizen-soldier ti@aliand West Point prepared the

ground for fighting the war.

This combination of influences had been evolvimgsithe end of the War of
1812. Following that conflict, the old army wehtdugh organizational changes. The
war illustrated the need for a larger army with enagular infantry, cavalry, and artillery
branches. To do this the country would need sarteo$ volunteer presence to fill out
the army ranks when war threatened. At the same, ¥est Point needed to develop a
doctrine for how to lead and deploy such troopsirify this period, several tactical
manuals were published by leading army men, notabhfield Scott® These manuals
incorporated the differences between heavy and iingantry and the tactical evolution
for both. They schooled commanders in training rwacheuvering soldiers up to the

battalion level. However, they did not discusgéartroop formations and gave, “very

 Wayne Wei-siang HsiehVest Pointers and the Civil War: The Old Army inr\fad Peace
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres(), 2.

“Ibid., 5.
5 Ibid.

% bid., 39.



little guidance on where and when to use individaatical movements, leaving those
decisions to the discretion of field commandérdf'West Point attempted to systemize

army practice, the academy did not discuss theggsoabove small-scale command.

When the Civil War began, the demands of mass-aonflict forced West Point
doctrine to adapt and modify citizen-soldier tramtitto what was now large-scale war.
This necessary adaptation placed tremendous peessuower-level commanders. This
study will focus on brigade command in what inltialias called the Army of the Ohio —
later renamed the Army of the Cumberland. The anayg the Union’s second largest
and operated in the western the&tdrbegan as a collection of volunteer regiments
recruited from counties and cities throughout thdwést. But these regiments
amounted simply to a large mass of disorganizeditsc To operate effectively, the
men would have to be trained and then organizenhits large enough to operate on a

battlefield.

Brigades and brigade leaders were the key. Mad# spveral regiments,
brigades were compact striking forces that had ghndorce to operate independently in
certain situations, or in close concert and co@tiom with other units. Because of this,

brigade commanders were integral to the everydagtioning of an army, carrying out

"bid., 52.

8 Larry J. DanielDays of Glory: The Army of the Cumberland, 18615l aton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 2004), 430.



tactical and operational objectives and balandmegstrict discipline of army life with

commanding volunteer soldiers from a democraticespé

Historian Gerald ProkopowiczAll for the Regiment: The Army of the Ohio,
1861-1862discusses the problems of recruitment and traibynfpcusing on the
regiment. The core unit of Civil War armies, tlkegiment was, “a self-aware
community, held together by bonds based on commeogrmphic, social, cultural, or
economic identities, strengthened by months ofimagi and campaigning as a unit.”
According to Prokopowicz, the early experiencethee men in camps of instruction
forged a bond in contrast to the more abstractager units of brigade, division, or
corps. As such, says Prokopowicz, the strong regiat affiliation often left soldiers
feeling less attached to the army, or so attacheletir regiment that it was the only
source of identity? He argues, “identification at the regimental lewade these armies
so elastic that they could not be broken, yetsb ahade them into awkward weapons that
their leaders could not wield with decisive effet®. The new citizen-soldiers were able
to adapt to this small, localized unit. HoweverilGNar combat was mass army

combat.

° Paddy Griffith,Battle Tactics of the Civil WaNew Haven: Yale University Press, 1989),
challenges the idea that technology revolutioniZadl War battlefields, concluding that lack of itnang,
coordination, and reinforcement caused stalentasel J. HessThe Rifle Musket in Civil War Combat:
Reality and Myth{Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2008), lsuild Griffith’s thesis and adds to the
developing scholarship dealing with actual combaamining the rifle’s role throughout the war. Eles
explores the ranges of fighting and typical adigton the firing line during battle.

1 Gerald J. Prokopowicall for the Regiment: The Army of Ohio, 1861-186Rapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2001), 5.

1 bid.

2 1bid., 6.



The unit of transition to this mass army was thgdite. Although only a step
above the local attachments of the regiment, tfgeetaunit represented usable force in
itself, and the organ of coordination with largerts. Certainly, as Prokopowicz states,
“units of brigade size or larger lacked organis té locality, ethnicity, or even common
statehood,” but this meant that brigade “cohesimhefficiency depended primarily on
the quality of their leadershig® Because, “the brigades of the Army of the Ohioeve
not extensions of specific civiian communitiestidedid not, “develop institutional
identities of their own,” the brigade commandersdmee the key figures who moved the

men from recruits and soldiers to being a usablatifig force™*

This thesis examines four of these all-importadividuals. William Passmore
Carlin, Charles Garrison Harker, John Conversek@eather, and August Willich were
four brigade commanders from the Army of the Curaet, exemplifying this largely
unheralded body of commanders who turned men agicheats into usable force. All
four joined up early in the conflict, training thenen and performing admirably with the
Army of the Ohio in the battles of Shiloh and Peiitg, the portion of the war to be
discussed in chapter one. All four commanders wetgened during the two
reorganizations preceding the battles of StonesrRRimd Chickamauga, which will be
examined in chapter two. They continued serviceuth the Battle of Chattanooga and
finally began to leave the scene of action durihgrBian’s Atlanta Campaign. Willich

was severely wounded at the Battle of Resaca arkkeHa&as mortally wounded and

13 bid., 40.

bid., 13.



died only days after the Battle of Kennesaw Mountaihese events will be discussed in
the concluding chapter three. The text will foonsbattlefield maneuvers and command
of troops in battle situations. The true meritcommand and control are witnessed in the
pressure packed moments of battle, so an emphasiattbe narrative is essential. This

thesis will demonstrate the commanders’ abilityutdge situations and react to them.

William Passmore Carlin was born on 24 NovembeQ182e second son of
William and Mary Carlin in the Richwoods neighbodgdoof Carrollton, lllinois.
Carrollton, a small farming community, was foundgdWilliam’s great-uncle Thomas
Carlin and included a dual school and meeting hatssre young William passed the
winter days learning reading, spelling, and aritticneith other children from the town.
The spring and summer months were spent workingatindy farm: plowing, sowing
wheat, planting, cutting and shucking corn, hunting fishing. Carlin was appointed to
the United States Military Academy at West Pointeport in June 1848. His
appointment began a successful military careerebamtually lasted almost fifty years.
He never left the service. John M. Schofield, tare Union general noted “soon after |
reported...[Carlin and Hezekiah Garber,] took me uilleir protection in a brotherly
way, and gave me some timely advice — not to ta&eseriously any little fun the men
might make of my blue dress-coat and fancy giltdng, or anything like that-® This

comment is illustrative of the sort of army camaael that Carlin relished and embraced

!5 Nathaniel Cheairs Hughes, Jr. and Robert |. Girads., The Memoirs of Brigadier General
William Passmore Carlin, U.S.ALincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999), 4Exra J. Warner,
Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Command@&aton Rouge: Louisiana State University Pres§4).9
69-70.

¥ Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 5.



throughout his career. He graduated twentiethsrclass and was reported to be an
average student, earning him a second lieutenamityeié United States Infantry. The
early years of his army career were spent in garrduty, but he did see active
operations when he participated in William S. Hgfsexpedition against the Sioux in
1855 and Edwin V. Sumner’s campaign against they€ee in 1857’ Carlin marched
with Albert Sidney Johnston in the Mormon expeditad 1858 and sarcastically noted
“there was no lesson in tactics or strategy leatnethe Utah expedition™® Indian
fighting did not appeal to Carlin either and heuested and was given a transfer to
Buffalo, New York to serve as a recruiting officarpost he held until the beginning of

the war'®

Charles Garrison Harker, born 2 December 1835 iad&sboro, New Jersey, was
orphaned at a very young age. Through a benefaatoed N. T. Stratton, Harker
became a clerk in a store located in Mullica Hhléw Jersey at the young age of twelve
or thirteen. Stratton used his influence as atemm congressman to secure young
Harker an appointment to West Point in 1854, winergvas graduated in the class of
1858 at the height of the sectional criSisBeing an orphan, Harker likely reveled in the
comradeship and brotherhood that the army provid#ubn graduation, Harker was

stationed on the northwestern frontier. He wakedaast only two years later to begin

" \Warner,Generals in Blug69.
8 Hughes & GirardiMemoirs,26.
Y bid., 29.

2 \Warner,Generals in Blue207.



drilling and training volunteers in the state ofi©Owhere he was stationed at the

outbreak of hostilitied!

John Converse Starkweather was born in Cooperstdean,York, 11 May 1830
and at a very young age attended the local sclmtie area and helped work the family
property. Attending university at Union CollegeSohenectady, Starkweather graduated
in 1850 and began studying law with the idea obib@og an attorney. Shortly after
being admitted to the bar, Starkweather pulledtakes and moved to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, the place that would be his adopted hantethe most permanent residence
of his life?* While Carlin and Harker were both part of thdasf corps in the old army;,
attending West Point and serving in dull frontiespings, Starkweather brought a
different background to the war, that of an ordyneitizen. When the Civil War broke
out in April, 1861, Starkweather was prominent aegpected enough that upon offering

his services as a volunteer he was given commaadegiment.

August Willich, born 19 November 1810 in the Prasstity of Braunsberg,
exemplifies the foreign contingent present in alidh armies, a presence particularly
pronounced in the region’s immigrant-rich farmingtdcts of the west. Willich’s father
fought in the Napoleonic Wars. No doubt encourdnedis stories of battle and army
life, young August entered the cadet house at Rotsat the age of twelve and went on to

the military academy at Berlin at the age of fifté& Through his drive and astute

2 bid.
2\bid., 472.

2 bid., 565.



military bearing, Willich made first lieutenant ihe Prussian army by the age of eighteen
and was a young and successful captain by twergy-8ut Willich also read and
embraced the writings of Karl Marx, and tried teiga his commission because of his
political views. He was eventually court-martiaksttd permitted to leave the army

following the outbreak of the 1848 revolution.

Willich became a carpenter in Baden but fled Peuaftier the collapse of the
uprising. Settling in New York City in 1853, With secured employment in the
Brooklyn Naval Yard, working as a carpenter. Mayio Cincinnati in 1858, the ardent
Marxist became editor of a German language newspapatform that he and various
soldiers under his command would use to great effesng the war, publishing letters
from the front to keep the community inspirédLike countless other immigrants,
Willich offered his services to the cause of rasipthe Union. He brought a decidedly
Prussian flair to training. The regiments he rigeduand trained would become some of

the best officered and disciplined in the entimayar

These four officers brought various levels of exgaee to the army. Following
the opening confrontation at Fort Sumter, Southofdza in April 1861 they helped
recruit and raise regiments. Starting as regimeot@amanders, they helped train their
men in preparation for the coming conflict. As Hreny moved into open campaigning

they would be prepared to move up the ranks of cantin

4 Joseph R. Reinhart, ed. & transugust Willich’s Gallant Dutchmen: Civil War Letsefrom the
32" Indiana Infantry(Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2006), 1¥Be editor offers a good
introductory essay on the German communities tradyced these men.
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CHAPTER ONE: TRAINING AND INITIATION IN BATTLE

At the beginning of the conflict, commanders hatramn the new volunteers.
Months were spent drilling and shaping the rawuigsy preparing the men for combat.
Analyzing regimental actions early in the war, matarly Willich’s masterful handling
of his men, is the focus of chapter one. Persleaalership was essential at this stage of
the war. The commanders used their personal exatingugh training and combat to
instill leadership qualities that adhered men wrtbommanders and ultimately their
brigades. Before the men experienced the firgtehdhey had to learn to march,

maneuver, and fight as a unit.

Regular army officers like Harker were familiar vthe rigors of army life and
the strict regulations that governed it, but thes mecruits were not, and endless amounts
of drill were needed to prepare them. HistoriaddyaGriffith’'s work, Battle Tactics in
the Civil War,discusses howrill, “in particular ...imparted two specific
benefits...tactical articulation in the period leaylirp to close combat, amgprit de
corpsonce the serious killing had beguii.” Tactical articulation refers to the ability of
commanders to condition their men to obey ordedsliaten for commands during the
excitement of battlé® This concept also refers to the commanders’tgtidi move large
numbers of troops around the battlefield withodficlilty. In terms of command and

control of the men, drill imparted discipline analvg the commander a sense of how long

% Griffith, Battle Tactics of the Civil Wad06.

%8 |bid.
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it would take to move his men to a certain poird Aow long it would take to deploy

them once they arrived.

Repetition was the key to training Civil War soldie According to Griffith,
“close order drill, repeated endlessly, not onlygiat the actual physical movements
required in battle, but also did it so thoroughigttthe soldier could be expected to obey
his officers’ commands automatically, even undex When every instinct of self-
preservation told him to seek safety insteddAs part of this, drill imparted a sense of
community and shared experience giving the soldieyside as to how to operate and
perform battlefield movements. The resultesprit de corpsefers to the comradeship
developed by spending endless hours on the dallrgt, learning systematically to
perform the tasks and movements necessary to suoviee combat was joinédDrill
was functional, teaching the men the basic elenw&rdsldiering, but it was also

communal, building bonds of comradeship that waudather the storm of battle.

Orderly sergeant Wilbur F. Hinman, of Harker's"8B5hio Infantry recalled a
normal day at the instructional camps. “We begadrill, four times each day, as soon
as we entered camp....[T]he officers went to schaohesvening to be instructed by the
colonel, and they in turn taught us or tried t&$ a volunteer, Hinman quickly realized
the officers were only slightly more prepared fombat and campaigning than they
were. “All had everything to learn....Day after daysquads and companies, we faced

and marched and countermarched and charged aratindmenergy that gave bright

%" prokopowicz All for the Regimeny7-48.

%8 |bid.
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promise of future usefulnes&’” Private L. W. Day of Carlin’s 1610hio Infantry

agreed. He let it “be known that officers were albamong the initiated®®

Because the soldiers were all volunteers, theydtdake to instruction at first.
Corporal John Henry Otto, later part of Starkwegsherigade in the Z1Wisconsin
Infantry, lamented the democratic nature of hisuiés. All wanted reasons for doing the
things they were told to do he insisted, “othemutfht and said they had not enlisted to
while away the time with trying to keep step, ostep off with the right foot, and keep
the proper distance, or to face right of left aigthtrabout face...that would not scare the
rebels they said and laughed at the whole procgédinSuch was the state of drilling
and training free-thinking volunteers. Otto wentto note that with explanation the

more willing were always ready to ob&y.

However much the men grumbled, learning was esderffrom drill the men
mastered the manual of arms, learning to load, dinel shoulder their arms. They
learned complicated battle maneuvers such as dgmngcolumn, the standard formation
for marching, to line, the standard formation fattle. Griffith believes this maneuver

was integral to Civil War armies because it wasriost common on the battlefield and

2 Wilbur F. Hinman;The Story of the Sherman Brigade: The Camp, theuBiy, the Battle, and
How ‘the Boys’ Lived and Died During Four YearsAative Field Servic€l897; repr., Memphis: General
Books, 2010)36. Hinman was promoted to orderly sergeant aed th lieutenant. He will be referred to
according to the rank he held at the time periddddiscussed.

%L.W. Day, Story of the One Hundred First Ohio Infantry: A Maial Volume(Cleveland: W.M.
Bayne Print Company, 1894), 29.

¥David Gould and James B. Kennedy, elfemoirs of a Dutch Mudsill: The War Memories of
John Henry Otto, Captain, Co. D, 2Wisconsin Volunteer InfantiKent, OH: Kent State University
Press, 2004), 4.

% bid.
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had to be completed under fite.Units generally used the column formation to move
troops along roads and across the battlefield. tattecal articulation of drill allowed the
men to move from this formation of four men abreast line of battle two-men deep to
face the enemy’ It was a complicated movement where the squadls@ampanies filed
to the right and left of the first four men in lin&oldiers learned to complete this
movement because it would be performed under fiteese small-unit tactical
maneuvers were ideal for teaching the men to opémahe enemy’s presence. These
fluid unit tactics mattered because the Civil Weguired disciplined combat. “The
characteristic mode of combat in the Civil War e infantry firefight at close range,”
states Griffith®®> Once infantry lines closed with the enemy, thiepd generally 100 to
300 yards apart and fired at each other until ahe @r the other exhausted its
ammunition or its will to remain in the contéStinfantry firefights were standup
exchanges where regimental and brigade commandensaimed order in the ranks as
their men loaded and fired. The initial volleytbé battle line was generally the only
controlled and directed fire. After delivering thest volley, men would simply load and

fire at will, keeping up an incessant fire untiétfight ended or ammunition ran IoW.

Commanders wanted their men to close with the eresrguickly as possible, for

the purpose of delivering one coordinated vollaithholding fire meant officers could

% Griffith, Battle Tactics of the Civil Waf.06.
* Ibid.

% bid., 137.

% bid.

37 \bid., 137-42.
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command more well-aimed volleys at close rangeesbistorian Brent NoswortH.
Aiming low wasted less ammunition because men wauoldoe firing over the heads of
the enemy. Finally, the bayonet was to be usedaee the enemy when the firefight
progressed to the point of one side breaking ammdatng or fleeing the battlefield.
Nosworthy states, “when these doctrinal instructiare considered collectively, the
prescribed infantry tactics could be reduced tesskey elements: Withhold fire until
presented with a good target, aim low with delibera and when circumstances were
favorable for aggressive action, charge in withdoed bayonet® These instructions
were generally given to all the men prior to goinigp battle. Essentially, the battle lines
closed and the initial volley was intended to disotrrand disorganize the enemy, paving

the way for the shock action of the bayonet charge.

With all the drill and training soldiers learnednt@neuver and use their weapons,
but their firepower was lacking. Although the CiWiar is often portrayed as more
deadly than previous wars because of the rifledket,i&riffith notes that, “it is difficult
to find any evidence at all to support the suggesthat Civil War musketry was
delivered at ranges much longer,” than in previvass*® The nature of the terrain and
the marked absence of target practice during mheint that most men were thoroughly

versed in getting into position for the battle, batild not shoot much better than they

3 Brent NosworthyThe Bloody Crucible of Courage: Fighting Methodsl@pmbat Experience
of the Civil War(New York: Carroll & Graf, 2003), 271.

¥ pid., 271.
“0 Griffith, Battle Tactics of the Civil Wafl47-49. Griffith notes that the average distafoceéhe

infantry firefight only increased by an averagdift§ yards throughout the course of the war. This
illustrates that the rifle did not increase thegaiof combat.
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could when they joined the arniy.As historian Earl Hess observes, citizen-soldiers
gained power through discipline, standing elbowltmw and receiving and delivering
volleys of musket fire at close range without birgk? It was such discipline rather

than marksmanship that officers like Carlin, Harl&markweather, and Willich instilled

in their men in the various camps of instructfon.

But if drill taught the men how to stand in comhbatsoldiers they learned these
skills within regiments. “Under these circumstasdeis not surprising that soldiers
soon regarded their [regiments] as families,” n&teskopowicZ** Carlin, Harker,
Starkweather, and Willich all began at this lef7et.et campaigning called for larger
organizations. In early November 1861 the unithgrang and training in Kentucky
received a new commander, Brig. Gen. Don Carlodl BEieExperienced and meticulous,
he would lead the army through October 1862. Hss$ &ct was to create a brigade
system containing sixteen consecutively numberéd.uAs Prokopowicz notes, the old

army size did not require large unit organizatidng, for this new situation, “theory

*Prokopowicz All for the Regiment50.

“2Earl J. HessThe Union Soldier in Battle: Enduring the Ordeal@dmbat(Lawrence:
University Press of Kansas, 1997), 111. Hess descthe psychological effects of combat on Union
soldiers. According to Hess, they endured combaabse of their comrades standing beside them.

3 Carlin spent the early months of the war in Misgaerving with Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont.
He did not transfer to the Army of the Ohio unftiea the breakup of Halleck’s army at Corinth andi ot
serve until the Battle of Perryville, where he wiiter the narrative.

*4 Prokopowicz All for the Regiment19.

“5 Appendix A contains the order of battle for theeenmanders from the regiments they recruited
and trained to the brigades commanded by Carlinsaackweather at Perryville.

“% Daniel,Days of Glory 3. The second largest Federal army was origim@ignated the Army
of the Ohio. Following Buell’s departure it wasieened the Army of the Cumberland and would caray th
designation until the end of the Atlanta campaign.
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called for a force the size of the Army of the Otdde divided into brigades, each of
two to four infantry...regiments** Buell would go on to combine, “his brigades into
five divisions early in December 1861, [but theill]stetained their unique numbers,
implying that each was a subunit of the army itaell directly subordinate to the army
commander® The organization created an odd situation ndtaed in the Army of
the Potomac. The numbered brigades seemed to ohivelst control by Buell, making

the division commanders’ role cloudy.

Unfortunately, a brigade-level training regime wawver implemented with this
new command structure. Harker, Willich and othgimeental officers continued to train
for battle at the lower level, and this would affédee marching ability of the army as well
as coordination in battle in the coming campaigfhsr Prokopowicz this was a critical
mistake. “The lack of any meaningful training la trigade and division levels in 1861
or early 1862 meant that the commanders of thods would have to go into battle with
little experience in coordinating their regiment$T]hey would have to learn on the job
and pay for their mistakes with the lives of thaien.”® Thorough, well-coordinated
training at the brigade, division, and corps levelld have offered these commanders
and their men the opportunity to march in conced maneuver into fighting position in
these larger formations. Such exercises might bagared less confusion on the

battlefield. While this disadvantage would notdenthese regimental commanders early

*" Prokopowicz All for the Regiment38-39.
*®1pid., 39.

4% bid., 54.
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on, when they assumed the duties of brigade comitteaydwould have to learn how to

manage several regiments in a coordinated fashion.

As the early period of preparation and trainingeshdhe commanders were as
ready as they could be to take their men into camlmathe earliest actions the men
fought as regiments, a fact that offered experidraoenmanders like Willich the chance

to shine.

Content to remain in place throughout the winterelBs army was finally
prodded into action in early December when cavahger Confederate Brig. Gen. John
Hunt Morgan raided the railroads north of Bowlinge€n, Kentucky; one action partially
destroyed the trestle over the Green River at Rvwi8tation>® Willich’s 32" Indiana
was ordered to proceed to the Green River, prtitedrestle against Confederate raiders,
and repair the damage already inflicted. Willicmstructed a pontoon bridge and began
repairing the original span. He advanced four cammgs of his regiment to the south side
of the river, leaving the other four in reservetioa north side, and awaited Confederate
forces that were reported in the aféaAt noon, 17 December, Confederate Brig. Gen.

Thomas C. Hindman’s combined infantry, cavalry, artdlery force of 1,100 men

%0 bid., 54-55.

1 U.S. War Department,he War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the €¥fi Records of the
Union and Confederate Armiek?28 vols. (Washington, DC: Government Printing €Hfi1880-1901), vol.
7, pp. 16-17. Following this footnote, any refaremto the Official Records will be abbreviated OTFhe
OR is divided between a Series One and Series Pdicitations are from series one. Some volunues f
the major battles contain two parts, the part élinoted when applicable. Daniehys of Glory45.
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arrived to contest the river crossing in the hagfgzreventing a general move on

Bowling Greerr?

Willich was away at divisional headquarters whemfighting began, but the 2
Indiana, under Lt. Col. Henry Von Trebra, more thastified their months of drill and
training. The right companies of the regiment adreut in picket formation, driving
back the initial skirmishing parties of the enerslypwcasing their light-infantry training.
However, newly arriving Confederate infantry forabdse men back to the regimental
line south of the rivet® The regiment rallied with several companies anrtght of the
line forming hollow squares to resist repeated €dafate cavalry attacks by Col. B. F.
Terry's Texas Rangers. Hollow squares were araotty tactic — preserved from the
Napoleonic Wars — used to fend off cavalry. As Wakisieh notes, “the vulnerability of
dispersed...infantry, especially against heavy cguaing shock tactics and the [saber
or bayonet], would be a constant concern among Aaeiprofessionals throughout the
antebellum period™ Because of his Prussian army experience, Willionld have been
familiar with the tactical manuals of Gen. Winfigbdott that contained tactics to ward

off cavalry attack® Now, when the Texas Rangers, “with lightning sheeder infernal

*2 prokopowicz All for the Regimen&6.

%3 Griffith, Battle Tactics of the Civil Wal,37-45. Griffith gives a very good treatment of
infantry tactics. Skirmishers were generally sauitin front of the regiment to draw enemy fire angbose
their position. Men generally stood ten to fiftdert apart on the skirmish line. Line of battbsisted of
two ranks of men standing shoulder to shouldeoffier concentrated volleys.

** Hsieh,West Pointers and the Civil Wat2.

5 bid., 45-46.
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yelling...rushed upon our whole force,” the men knefat to do, as Willich said latéf.
Terry was killed in the last of three charges agjatihe squares of companies K, G, and F.
The Confederate commander’s death demoralizedtthekang Confederates and

Willich, arriving on the field at that moment, ordd the regiment to “fall back slowly.”
Federal reinforcements convinced the Confederhtdshiey could not take and hold the

position with the force at hard.

The action at Rowlett’'s Station was an excellenst #ngagement for Willich and
his men. The regiment fought well. In particulijlich’s training had created
confidence and the men’s spirits grew. Williamv@ies wrote to his local newspaper that
he, “went into a hot battle in which my men showleeimselves to be brave and
courageous, and fought like lions....[T]hank our @&lbWillich, that he trained us, else
we would have suffered terribly® Willich’s men demonstrated that competent tragnin
could make a regiment into an effective combat, @wsipecially in small-scale
engagements. Competent training was the direattrescompetent and experienced

personal leadership from the commander, Willich.

However, the Army of the Ohio’s men would not figlst regiments for long.
Large-scale combat was coming soon and the regawemtld have to learn to fight as
part of larger formations. As Prokopowicz rightisgues, “the ease with which the

competent and experienced officers of th& 2diana handled their regiment in battle

*0.R.vol. 7, p. 17.
>’ |bid., 18.

%8 ReinhartWillich’s Gallant Dutchmen¢5.
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gave no indication of the confusion and difficutfycommunication that would be
characteristic of larger engagements involving dez& regiments, brigades, and
divisions.™ As the army moved south the cohesion and leaipes$ibrigades became

paramount issues.

In spring 1862, Buell wanted to move his army disesouth, in contrast to the
wishes of President Abraham Lincoln and Maj. Geeoi@e B. McClellaf® He was
pushing for a move on Nashville directly throughAiag Green, but the administration
wanted him to relieve the residents of East Tereeef®m continued abuse at the hands
of Confederate forces in the regihBuell did not want to move to East Tennessee, “a
drive on Nashville would follow existing railroathés,” he argued, “whereas a twelve-
thousand-man expedition into the barren hill copmtould require a massive wagon
train just to carry its own supplie&” Without reinforcements and supply stores, “the
Army of the Ohio was not ready for an offensive paign,” into East Tenness&t By
thus refusing to follow the administration’s plaBsiell started to shift the focus of the

war away from responding to the East Tennesseggablsituation.

%9 Prokopowicz All for the Regimen§0.

% Daniel,Days of Glory55-73; RafuselMcClellan’s War 25. Rafuse and Daniel note that
McClellan tried to undercut Confederate morale @inedsecessionist impulse by occupying areas with
strong Union sentiment. Buell's trouble with thd@nistration and East Tennessee illustrates the
differences between political strategy and militaryasion.

®1 |bid., 85-86; DanielDays of Glory56-73.

%2 prokopowicz All for the Regiments6.

% Ibid.
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In making this shift, Buell was joined by Brig. Gaslysses S. Grant’s Army of
the Tennessee. This campaign was initially suppts&e a cooperative venture
between Buell's and Grant’s formations. Grant @diest on 6 February when combined
naval and land forces captured Fort Henry on then@ssee River, opening navigation of
that waterway into northern Alabama. Buell respmhdn 10 February by advancing the
Army of the Ohio to Bowling Green, Kentucky, redgrdvacuated by Confederate
troops pulling back to Nashville. Arriving thera @0 February, he learned of the fall of
Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River four daystesf The loss of these river forts
damaged the Confederate strategic position in #stern theater. Confederate troops
evacuated all of Kentucky and middle Tennessersatng as far as Corinth,
Mississippi. Buell's army marched unopposed inashille, 25 February 1862.
Together, the movements of Buell and Grant opehedaduth to invasion along railroad

lines and rivers.

Confederate forces responded to this dramatic mathea massive concentration
along the Tennessee River at Pittsburg Landinge cimbined Confederate forces of
Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston and Gen. P. G. T. Bemud surprised Grant’s forces in
the early morning hours of 6 April. The Confedesabverran the Union camps where
the soldiers were cooking their breakfasts. Thkechktprogressed well throughout the day
with the rebels pushing the Union troops from positfter position. However, instead
of forcing Grant’s army away from the TennesseeesRwhere it could be cornered and

possibly destroyed, the Confederates pushed theing back against the bluffs of the

% Ibid., 89; Daniel,Days of Glory8. Although Fort Donelson proved more difficattake,
Grant captured this fortification a few days afert Henry.
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Tennessee and under shelter of the Union gunb&aemt spent the late afternoon and
evening where he established a new defensive hideawaited the arrival of Buell's

reinforcements. Thus situated he hoped to turnideeof the battl&®

Buell's army marched to the support of Grant. While army fought for the first
time as a whole, the most important actions occuate¢he regimental level. The general
plan was for Grant’'s and Buell’'s forces to push@umfederate army back and regain the
ground lost the day before, but Buell did not kritver ground and the fighting devolved
into individual regiments and brigades fighting sovard along the bank of the river at
times linking up with Grant’s forces on their imniete right®® In this particular
engagement regimental commanders were forced te aetisions such as formation
and placement without direction from superior @fi, for the terrain was heavily
wooded and communication was nearly impossiblellidiis men were ideally led for

such an occasion.

Willich’s 32" Indiana moved to the front around eleven o’clocl participated
in fighting alongside Brig. Gen. William T. Shermsudivision, connecting the Army of
the Ohio and the Army of the Tennessee for thé tiimee since the day’s fighting began.

A stalemate in the Confederate attack developédéring Willich an opportunity.

% Larry J. DanielShiloh: The Battle That Changed the Civil Wilew York: Simon & Schuster,
1997). Daniel illustrates that Grant gained tih&hiloh due to Confederate mistakes. But hisasim
was perilous until nightfall. Wiley Swor&hiloh: Bloody Apri(Harrisburg, PA: Morningside Press,
1974). Sword gives the reader a more detailedwstaaf individual units and their movements on the
battlefield. His narrative focuses more on the f€derate planning and attack with less emphasis on
Federal preparation or response.

% Daniel,Shiloh 265-66. Buell's Army of the Ohio was to occupg space between Grant’s
army and the Tennessee River, pushing down thesmwelsaink of the river, using it as protection for
Buell's left flank. The general order was to ptish enemy back away from Pittsburg Landing and the
Federal supply line and means of retreat.
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“About this time, neither party advancing nor ratieg, | asked General McCook for
permission to pass...to the front and make a baydrege, which was granted,” Willich
reported?’ “The regiment formed into double column to thatee, marched up about
200 yards toward the enemy, when he turned aneatet.®® The column formation
placed four men abreast with the regiment linetheipnd. It made for a narrow front
and long trail, but was more easily maneuveralde tme of battle. By choosing the
column formation, Willich was probably easing theam of battle for the men as
columns were, “more attractive in broken terraings they gave greater

maneuverability,” according to Griffitfr.

As Willich made his attack, his leadership abiitigere proven by steadying his
men under fire. Incoming Confederate fire, “cautein [32¢ Indiana] to retreat in a
hasty manner, when they should have retreated wlotminging disorder in the whole
regiment for a few moments.” The commander respdnd this situation. He moved
his men into a ravine and reformed it in liffe“The regiment was deployed in line of
battle, made a charge with the bayonet, and suedeafter short and heavy firing, to
check the enemy’s advance [un]til reinforcementaeap.” Then Willich’s command

was tested further. Like most soldiers in the samlke men of the 3%Indiana overshot

®”0.R. vol. 10, pt. 1, p. 317.

% |bid.

% Griffith, Battle Tactics of the Civil Wafl52.

M0O.R. vol. 10, pt. 1, p. 318. Moving only a fewgs to the rear, the regiment was more
confused by the friendly fire than by the enemyillith was able to easily reform them once underero

and out of the direct line of fire.

™ bid.
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their targets. Willich responded with drill. Themmander later noted: “during the last
charge, they fired at too great a distance, | stdghpe firing and practiced them in the
manual of arms, which they executed as if on thhageground, and then reopened
deliberate and effective fird? By stopping the regiment and drilling the menidgr
combat Willich restored the soldier’s confidence atlowed them to continue the
advance. The inexperienced men responded as kilbped they would. Instead of

succumbing to panic they rallied and continuedfitte.

Willich’s skillful handling of his men at Shiloh pports Prokopowicz’s previous
claim that early in the war the army operated nsosindly at the regimental level. In his
after action report, Willich made no referenceupesior officers except in the initial
contact with the enemy when he asked for permigsiamarge. From this point on the
32" Indiana’s commander was on his own. But even vilated in this way Willich
maintained his composure and, more importanthgeidthis men to respond. Pointing to
such a well-disciplined regiment, Prokopowicz agytieat the Army of the Ohio’s
“success...at Shiloh indicated that man for man agdwent for regiment, it could stand

the most severe punishment and give out the samegtim.”>

As the Army of the Ohio continued to campaign, leattould force the men and

commanders to move up the organization and tegtdamits. Brigades would become

2 bid.

3 Prokopowicz All for the Regiment]11.
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important. In late 1862, Carlin and Starkweathererelevated to brigade commdfid.

Their leadership abilities would be proved in tlextraction, the Battle of Perryville.

Following the Confederate retreat from Shiloh, Magn. Henry W. Halleck
moved the combined armies of Grant and Buell sldatyard Corinth, Mississippr.
The army that Halleck formed in front of Corintlidaiege to the railroad junction town
until late May when the Confederate army retreatatth and Halleck’s men took the
town.”® After the victory, Halleck broke up his forcearits respective parts and Buell
was again in command of an independent Army ofth®. Tasked with capturing
Chattanooga, Buell was ordered to rely on the Masg@tCharleston Railroad to supply
his army, a stretch of track running along the lseut border of Tennessee and northern
Alabama. Throughout the summer months, Buell wagygd by raids on his supply
lines. The army moved at a slow pace, repairingaiieoad as it went and stringing

troops along the line to guard against raiders.

On 14 August, a Confederate force under Maj. Geémuind Kirby Smith left
Knoxville, on a raid into Kentucky. Then, Gen. Bi@n Bragg's Army of the Mississippi
followed Smith into Kentucky, forcing Buell to cari to their movements in

preparation for defending Louisville, Kentucky, timain supply base for the Army of the

" John Converse StarkweathStatement of Military Services of Brigadier Genelahn C.
Starkweather, of Wisconsin, Since tHeoft March, 1861(Washington: Library of Congress, 1884),
Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 60.

'S Daniel,Days of Glory85-86. Halleck arrived and assumed overall commafielctively
relieving Grant. The armies of Halleck, Buell, aachnt would remain under Halleck’s overall command
until the conclusion of the Corinth campaign.

% 1bid., 118.
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Ohio.”” As Bragg followed, this became more than a r&éicagg wanted to liberate the
pro-Confederate population, and to pull Union fsroet of Tennesse€é. Suddenly, the
situation changed and the Confederates relocagdatitested ground from Tennessee

back into Kentucky.

The physically exhausting campaign progressed girout September. “The
weather was hot, the limestone turnpike dusty, mstarce...and the marching
fatiguing....[T]he troops suffered considerably frdmat point all the way back to
Louisville, Kentucky.” For many soldiers this was the first long, forcearch. “It was
a hard, exhausting march on narrow, crowded rdadsigh rugged mountains...the
army straggled greatly at first...men fainted in theks or fell out of line to sleep along
the roadside® Once Buell's army beat Bragg and Smith to Loisythe main threat

to Ohio and the Midwestern states was avertedntwtthe armies went to battle.

Advancing on three parallel roads, Buell's armyamtered the enemy’s cavalry
outposts late on 7 October. The Battle of Perigwilas the first test of the army’s new
brigade system. Buell never controlled the actible.remained at headquarters
throughout the day. Likewise, the army’s commasdercised little control over the
action. Units simply fought when they came in cohtaith the enemy. As the situation

unfolded, Starkweather and Carlin found themselvéle thick of the action.

T bid., 120-30.

8 Kenneth W. NoePerryville: This Grand Havoc of Battigexington: University Press of
Kentucky, 2001), 29-31.

" Hughes & GirardiMemoirs,55.

8 Noe,Perryville, 63.
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Starkweather’s brigade marched twelve miles on ®, reaching the field at
about 1:30 P.M. to take up a position on a hilhebattle was already under way before
them on the left, center, and rightSuddenly, desperate fighting ensued along
Starkweather’s line as his troops were attacketiloyConfederate brigades on either
flank. Using the brigade artillery to fight offeleft flank attack, one of Starkweather’'s
regiments on the right, the 2Wisconsin, lost their colonel and major to eneing, fand
then broke and headed for the rear. The regimastlecated behind a cornfield that
limited their visibility and broke because they ltboot see what was in front of their
lines. Cpl. Otto complained: “the corn was at telfs12 foot high consequently we were
not aware of their coming until they were nearlpnps.®® The initial volley knocked
the colonel out of action and the major went dotworly after. “I looked to the right, no
Colonel was not there [sic]; | looked to the lefd, Major was not there [sic]...now was
the moment to fix bayonet and charge...but no orflang kind...then the right of the
regiment gave way and ran,” lamented GftoThe loss of their commander and the
relentless pressure from their right flank forcee 2£' Wisconsin to retreat. “The scare
speedily r[a]n along the line and soon the whotgment was running back® Otto’s
description shows a regiment disintegrating infoe of strong attacks. Starkweather’s

leadership qualities were tested as he attempteav® his brigade’s position.

8 |bid., 379. Starkweather was separated from iisidn on the approach march. On his own
initiative he moved to the heaviest fighting andkaip a position on the left of the army.

8 Gould & KennedyMemoirs of a Dutch Mudsil46.
#1pid., 47.

# Ibid.
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In the face of the Z1Wisconsin’s route, Starkweather immediately sought
reinforcements to stop the Confederate breakthradighoriginal command, the'l
Wisconsin, was close at hand and Starkweathertddtdhe men forward. “The enemy
was then in the reach of th& Wisconsin....I had great confidence in the gallaofry
[this] regiment, and was not disappointed when...i@ye the enemy several times

with great loss,” Starkweather reporf&d.

The brigade was still under pressure. After stggn the hill for thirty minutes,
Starkweather was forced back with the other trdogs his division to a new line some
distance behind the former. Kenneth Noe notes tivien flanking fire began to
enfilade their fragile line...the effect was mostiféer...[and] temporarily unnerved
Starkweather's merf® The converging fire from two Confederate brigadegan to
“unnerve” the soldier8’ Two Confederate regiments advanced against baks,

creating a fire that decimated his position.

Prudently, Starkweather “decided to withdraw...to skeeper and higher ridge
behind him-the position he had occupied before ivae ordered forwarf The
commander’s ability to recognize the threat torhen and move them to a new position

illustrates his understanding of the tactical gitra There they made a strong stand and

8 StarkweatherStatement6. The ¥ Wisconsin was the regiment Starkweather originally
recruited and commanded. Starkweather most lilelged this regiment in reserve because he was
familiar with them and could count on them in aneegency.

8 Noe,Perryville, 256.

¥ Ipid., 256.

8 0.R. vol. 16, pt. 1, p. 1156.
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Starkweather reported that, “the enemy by this tivae completely routed, the firing
ceased on our front and flank, and the regiments wetired to support of the batteries in

their new positions, which was occupied until 18lack at night.5°

The Confederate attack nearly forced the collapsieesoArmy of the Ohio. Maj.
Gen. Alexander McCook’s corps was roughly handiethle enemy and had little in the
way of battle lines or organization. But the figlgtshifted further to the south and east.
Brig. Gen. Philip Sheridan was commanding thisiparof the field and his troops were
hotly engaged and in need of reinforcement. Carlomigade was ordered to this area to

help stop the Confederate advances and help raheveressure on Sheridan’s men.

Arriving on the field at 10 A.M., Carlin was gredtby the sounds of a great
battle. “Up to that time | had not heard such maticmed firing of artillery or such
incessant volleys of musketry,” he said later. Idogr, his command was forced to wait
behind the lines until almost 3:30 P.M. when higédnle was ordered to the right to
support Sheridan’s positiol. Coming into line on Sheridan’s right — the exteeright
of the Federal position — Carlin attacked the Cdefates in front of his position,
advancing in line of battle and forcing a Confetietzattery to withdraw through the
town of Perryville itself. “During this advanceliecame so dark that it was difficult to
see what was in front of or on either flank, babhtinued the advance till we reached

191

the...north side of Perryville, where my line wastédl™" Carlin reported that, “it was

# pid., 1155-56.
 Hughes & GirardiMemoirs,63.

bid., 64.
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now so dark that we could see the campfires oféhels to our rear and left and their
men walking to and fro along their line and couéhtheir talk....After | had passed the
rebel line and saw myself far in his rear, | longedvheel my brigade to the left and
sweep up his line.” The quote illustrates Carligrasp of the situation and opportunity
presented. He continues, “how | longed for twohoee thousand more men!” Carlin’s
aptitude for command is clear from his understagdihis situation. “I felt perfectly
sure that if | could have had 5,000 men at thattaiat | could have wheeled to the left
and taken the main body of Bragg’s army then orfiglé on the left flank and rear and
could have driven it* His ideas about the use of force illustrate bitits to command
higher-level units. “That was a great disappointtie me — not to have that

opportunity.”®®

Carlin awaited orders, which arrived at 9:00 P dikecting him to return to his
former position. This order eliminated the oppaoityito secure the best road for Bragg’s
army to retreal? The presence of a portion of Buell's army on his bf retreat caused
Bragg to hesitate in the closing hours of the batCarlin’s advance turned the tide in
favor the Army of the Ohio and forced Bragg to mnefthwhat he had considered to be a

victory earlier in the afternoon.

9 bid.
% bid.

% |bid. While Carlin’s single brigade could hardilock Bragg'’s retreat, he realized that an
opportunity was lost. Reinforcements could haveBragg’s retreat and possibly forced a more deeisi
outcome. Carlin did not have the strength to hbédposition, and this is what he laments in hisnies.
The battlefield was dark and nothing more couldlydse done on this portion of the field.
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The Battle of Perryville hung in the balance fottbsides on 8 October 1862.
Had the Union troops been forced back any fartheir wagon trains would have been
captured. In that event, withdrawal to their msuipply base at Louisville was their only
alternative. Bragg’'s army would have been fremémeuver in Kentucky, or Tennessee,
and possibly recapture Nashville. However, théeviddal initiative of commanders like
Starkweather and Carlin avoided such a decisiveadefTheir efforts secured vital

sections of the Union line.

Since the beginning of the war, Carlin, Harker riSteeather, and Willich all dealt
with varying degrees of command and control, whetheommand of a single regiment
or a brigade. Willich demonstrated a grasp oftligfantry tactics and how to employ
them to the best advantage. His men were stuldyatriough in a fight, traits they
learned from their leader’s Prussian training regand the combat they faced at
Rowlett’'s Station and Shiloh. In the latter actiwvillich’s men efficiently negotiated
battlefield terrain, marching to the sound of tleaViest fighting. The commander
deployed his men in column to move them easilyughothe wooded and tangled nature
of the ground, and then pushed back a determinefe@erate stand at a critical moment
of the battle. Willich brought experience to hisranand from his days in the Prussian

military and his men benefited from this.

Harker's men did not engage in a major fight indpening months of the war,
but they campaigned with the army through Shiloth Barryville, and in the coming

months would more than prove their mettle at Stétigsr and Chickamauga. His men
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suffered through the monotonous training and gngetnarches, but did not have the
opportunity to test their training. The troops eiésed scenes of suffering at Shiloh and
thus learned the benefits of supporting other wastthey fought, even if the action did
not always sit well with soldiers like Orderly Sgtinman. Harker's men may have felt
they were left out of the army’s triumphs, but tmening months would offer ample

opportunity for them to “see the elephant.”

Starkweather brought discipline to his troops amthimanded them well at
Perryville. His brigade fought stubbornly and veaity forced from its positions by
troops on their flank. Starkweather was in thektaf the fighting, personally directing
units to areas that were threatened and recognizengdvantages of the terrain. He
depended on his own regiment, ti{E&Wisconsin, because he was familiar with the men
from training and learning how to be a soldier vitem. His performance did not go
unnoticed by his commanders and he would partieipathe coming campaigns and

battles with the same skill he displayed at Peligi

Carlin’s performance at Perryville secured the trigfithe Union position and
possibly secured it from collapse. He maneuvereddimected his men well and seized a
crucial piece of ground that could have offerediglee results for the Union army. His
sense of command on the ground level must have nignated to Carlin that the corps
and army commanders were not always in touch \wihsttuation on the ground, and in
the future, more initiative might be needed to nesiesults commensurate with the

struggles of his men. Like Harker, Carlin wouldhtioue to campaign with the army and
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would rise in command until he was the only one agnihese men to remain at the war’s

end.

The progression of the war to this point highlighteaining, commanding citizen-
soldiers, and personal leadership of different camaers. The regimental commanders
demonstrated the ability to mold volunteers intlligws, depending on the close ties at
the regimental level. Individual regiments foubighly efficient engagements because
of the leadership and direction of their commandétewever, up the chain of command
the major battles were fought without coordinatidre “As long as its members
indentified themselves primarily with their regimgnthe army remained a decentralized
aggregation of military communities,” states Prabejrz® But the commanders made
the most of this way of operating. Their persdeatlership turned citizen-soldiers into
highly efficient regiments. In several engagemémés deft handling of their men
illustrated an understanding of command and leagersThe coming months of war
required more from these commanders and their miée.emphasis would have to rise
above the level of the regiment. The brigade contees had to create an army out of a

collection of regiments.

% Prokopowicz All for the Regiment188.
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CHAPTER TWO: INDEPENDENT COMMAND AND MASSED ARMY

COMBAT

The end of Buell’'s command of the Army of the Cmiénd ushered in Ma;.
Gen. William S. Rosecrans and witnessed two ofiibst severe battles that the Army of
the Cumberland fougHt.Battles at Stones River and Chickamauga, witirtiishoma
Campaign between, tested the leadership skillsaolirC Starkweather, Willich, and
Harker. Although the new phase of army operatiomwslved large-scale combat, much
of the important fighting still highlighted indepdent brigade command. This chapter
analyzes the major roles these commanders play#ukese fields. In the battles of
Stones River and Chickamauga the army fought $osutvival after withstanding
concerted Confederate attacks. In the Tullahonmapg@sgn Rosecrans used maneuver to
pry the Confederate Army of Tennessee out of Midaienessee, but this opened the
door for the Battle of Chickamauga. Brigade comdnaas vital in all these

engagements.

The two battles and the Tullahoma Campaign areatisie of an army moving as
a whole. Corps, divisions, and brigades operatdumthe framework of the army,
marching and fighting together. However, the cagmsmand battles put brigade
commanders in situations where they had to acp@cddently. In essence, battles and

campaigns broke down into a series of local fighitee actions commanders took and

! Daniel,Days of Glory 183. Rosecrans took command in late Octobereniigyed success at
Corinth early in the war. While eccentric, Rosesravas a good organizer and proved a more inspiring
and visible commander than his predecessor.
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the ways they responded to these various develogmed pressures is the focus of this

chapter.

In order to understand their role in these batles campaigns one needs to
distinguish independent command from massed armmpat Independent command
refers to officers who had to fight on their ownagwirom the general army. This
included combat while the army was on maneuveerdtian concentrated for battle.
Independent command encouraged swift thinking amdashded steady action because
support was usually far away. Massed-combat cordmefiers to commanders operating
their units as part of the army as that army engdlge enemy as a whole. In either

situation brigades were critical.

At both Stones River and Chickamauga the Union amay disoriented by
attack. The critical point for brigade commandees their ability to diagnose the
situation and place their men in position to makiglat or execute an orderly
withdrawal. During the Tullahoma campaign the aspyead out in order to accomplish
strategic objectives, forcing brigade commandegpirate independently away from the
directing hand of superior corps and army commandActing independently, brigade
commanders had to consider their tactical contirth® men. Most notably, brigade
commanders had to think beyond the tactical manliaé&ar combat, or the usual
regimental formations. They had to reinvent, dgiplg in rapidly changing and

threatening circumstances.
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The most inventive individual tactician was Willicds he demonstrated during
the Tullahoma campaign. The campaign was intetméalce Bragg’'s Confederates out
of a strong defensive position behind the Duck Rbetween Murfreesboro and
Chattanooga. Willich’s brigade moved with McCooktaps toward Shelbyville on the
left of Bragg’s defensive line. This movement watended to force the Confederates
out of a set of passes in a barrier known as tighleind Rim, allowing the Union forces
to occupy these key places. This, in turn, wobteédten Bragg’s left flank located
directly south in Shelbyville. While these opevas were underway, two other corps
from Rosecrans’s army would move around Bragg'strig his flanking column would
come up in the rear of Bragg’s troops, cuttingtb#fir communications and forcing battle

or retreat

In late June, 1863 Rosecrans moved the Army o€tmaberland out of
Murfreesboro and headed south in the directionrafB’'s two corps encamped around
Shelbyville and Wartrace, TennesSeblcCook’s XX Corps was tasked with taking
Liberty Gap, one of the important passes in thehkdigd Rim. Willich would play a
large part in the operation, leaving Murfreesbadyeon 24 June and making it to the

vicinity of Liberty Gap by 2:00 P.M. The 89ndiana Mounted Regiment screened his

2 |bid., 266-67.

% Ibid., 246-64. Daniel offers a chapter-long exgltion of the political pressure Rosecrans was
under at the time. Grant was on the verge of caqgvicksburg with no assistance from Rosecrans.
Lincoln and Halleck became increasingly frustradedime passed and Rosecrans was threatened with
removal if he did not move against Bragg or indivection of Chattanooga or East Tennessee.



37

brigade’s movements and reported a strong for¢goofederate infantry guarding the

pass’

Willich’s primary objective was to take the gap dmald it until other portions of
the army could use it. He deployed his brigade fmo battle lines. The £90hio and
32" Indiana were sent to the left of the road runnhrgugh the pass, while the™5
Ohio and 89 lllinois went right. The enemy retreated deepén the pass and awaited
attack, positioning on a partially wooded ridgeslinwillich deployed the 32 Indiana,
extending it left to feel for the flank of the deting Confederate’.The 32°
reconnoitered and found the Confederate line extgrfdrther than Willich’s regiments.
Willich immediately ordered his mounted conting&nther to the left to “protect [that]
flank and to flank the enemy’s right.” The regirh&nent there in full gallop, and
arrived just in time to drive back about 200 infgntwvho were advancing toward our

flank,” the brigadier later commented.

As the battle developed Willich was given commahthe Second Brigade as
well as his own by division commander Brig. Gerctird Johnson. This was done
because the brigadier was in immediate contact thhétenemy and needed to be able to
shift troops to threatened positions on the flamd then push the attack vigorously if his

men gained the numerical advantage. Willich ordiéne regiments from the Second

*0.R. vol. 23, pt. 1, 486.

® Ibid. The 1% Ohio in front did not extend far enough in batite to reach the end of the
Confederate flank, forcing Willich to move the"3® the left of the 18 Ohio, extending the line farther to
the left overall.
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Brigade to extend the left and turn the enemy’s, lsecuring the gap for Union forces.
The movement was executed with precision and whemggiments on the left were
engaged Willich advanced his troops along the rpadhing aside the Confederate
resistance and capturing the gap. Willich perfatniigs turning movement with
combined mounted and conventional infantry. Hetified the weakness of his
opponent and exploited it with mobile, mounted mifg. Finally, when given more men,

he overpowered the Confederates by further extgrumlines.

But Willich had more to do. His brigade was tesagdin on 25 June when
Confederate forces repeatedly attacked, attemgingslodge his men. Deploying for a
defense in depth by companies, Willich found, “ithet enemy was in certain force
before us, and we...guard[ed] against surpriséie directed individual companies into
the firing line, shifting from the standard longds to a defense by groups. Willich could
launch effective counterattacks from this formatigrnusing company-sized units as
small forces. This defense in depth by compangesume a noted part of the action at

Liberty Gap.

The Official Records detail this intricate maneuvAs described there, Willich
moved his brigade out of Liberty Gap on the soutlstde to ground along the road to
Bell Buckle because the place provided an excetlefgnsive position. On the left of the
road he deployed the ¥andiana with the 18 Ohio in reserve; to the right, the'89

lllinois was closely supported by the™®hio. The lines were anchored on small

®O.R. vol. 23, pt. 1, 486-87.

" bid., 487.
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wooded hills to the right and left of the road,esiihg a concentrated space allowing for
his defense in depth. As Willich stated, “I did fmrm the picket line as a mere line of
observation, as laid down in Gen. Butterfield’s kdyut a sound skirmish line, with
support companies and reservésMaj. Jacob Glass, commanding th&%3adiana, took
the description further, noting the deploymentiofke companies in the first line,
specifically five in total, I, K, F,G, and Bi.Being on the left side of the road, Glass was
able to extend his picket line to the small woolgidwith an additional five companies
in reserve. This deployment would allow Glass &dfeompanies of men into the fight
wherever Willich needed them. As such it createdrecentrated defense — no thin lines

of troops — as well as the ability to use the camggafor counterattack.

At 2 P.M. the enemy advanced with strong skirmisad, which were
driven back. He repeated his attack, bringingingsl of battle, even
columns, and planting one battery in front of @it &nd two small pieces
in the center, but was not able to break our pitket which was
reinforced by our support companies, who chargpdatedly against the
forward pressing lines of the enemy, and drove &smoften as he
advanced?

In this way Willich defended the pass in depth. eWlattacked in the afternoon,
Glass moved two supporting companies forward t@sthe front line, increasing the
firepower. He moved two other companies aroundtse of the hill and, “ordered them
to advance toward the enemy in a left wheel, wihely executed gallantly, by which

movement the enemy was compelled to fall bad¢kWillich likewise maneuvered his

8 Ibid.
% ReinhartWillich’s Gallant Dutchmen146.

Y0.R. vol. 23, pt. 1, 487.



40

supporting companies into line, extending to tlieded right of the road. In this way he
was never forced to commit bulky whole regimentg,dould deploy company by
company*? He could act and react speedily. As Willich mbteis quick company-size
counterattacks, “charged repeatedly against theda pressing lines of the enemy, and

drove him as often as he advanc&t.”

As the defense in depth continued into the aftemn®dillich employed revolving,
or alternating fire as part of the counterattackemwammunition ran low around 3:00
P.M. In response to attack the commander immegiatelered the supporting regiments
forward while maintaining the company skirmish lioemation. The companies’
alternated fire on the front line, with one compéinyng by volley as other companies
reloaded. Willich explains how the “first rank tkelred a volley, then the fourth, third,
and second in succession took the front and delivéreir fire.** The regiments fought
in this fashion, alternating fire by companies usiinset, defeating every Confederate
attack that attempted to retake Liberty Gaplhe defense created successive waves of

volley-fire that continually checked the advancgnfederates.

Like Willich, John Starkweather had to operatedusxmand independently — in

his case during the opening phases of the Batt®taies River. This fight occurred on

1 ReinhartWillich’s Gallant Dutchmen146.
120.R. vol. 23, pt. 1, 487.

13 |bid.

 Ibid.

* bid.
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31 December 1862 as the battle befam the main action the Confederate army
unleashed an overwhelming surprise flank attactherUnion right designed to drive the
Federals away from the roads back to Nashvilleathey’s base. Starkweather was
ordered to defend wagon trains on the main turnphiecritical line of supply and
retreat. Fighting a rearguard action by himsak, birigadier’s initiative saved the army

supply wagons and kept the road to Nashville open.

Starkweather’s brigade was pounced on by a lartgeldment of Confederate
cavalry under the command of Brig. Gen. Joseph éheéo was attempting to capture
the wagon train. Personally directing th&24inois, 79" Pennsylvania,*land 21"
Wisconsin, Starkweather first ordered thé' and £' Wisconsin detached as skirmishers.
The two regiments were ordered behind the wagam &rzd into the fields to the west —
the direction of the Confederate attdékThen, the 24 lllinois was sent a short pace up
the road to guard a bridge over a river crossiagjsecured the wagon train’s access to
the rest of the army further down the Nashvillerifike!® He immediately recognized
the need for keeping the bridge intact and clezd,so Starkweather sent thé"ainois
for this purpose even though he sent the men belysnidimediate control. Through his

quick work he helped ensure that the road was de@m.

Starkweather also used terrain to his advantageing already deployed thé'1

and 2% Wisconsin, the commander formed th& Pennsylvania into a second line and

¥ 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 391. Starkweather incorrenthtes the battle taking place on 30 December,
the records make note of his mistake.

Y Daniel,Days of Glory 222.

18 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 391.
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marched to the front with them. As the advanceroenced, the ZiWisconsin “being
pressed severely by the enemy in front and onethe.passed to the right of the highway
and occupied a hill, upon which was a log-houseingithem a good fighting positiort®
Watching this move, Starkweather then deployedithe/isconsin and 7©Pennsylvania
in line of battle supporting the advance tro6psn this way Starkweather secured high
ground on the hilltop, and so gained a consideratii@antage before the fighting became
a general engagement. He had time to place tbpdrand did not have to rush into a
defensive posture as his brigade had been forced to their previous engagement at
the Battle of Perryville. Moreover, the deploymehbtne regiment in the front line and
two in the second allowed the formation to be isifjon to withstand a concerted
cavalry charge by the enemy. Wheeler's men woaldibzerted away by the wedge-
shape that Starkweather’s lines had adopted. THh&2sconsin was not isolated on the

hill.

With Starkweather’s men fully prepared and in poeithe engagement heated
up. Capt. John Otto’s ZWisconsin, “went into the field deployed in linedawent for
[the Confederates]....[The enemy] began a spirited .fi[but] we reached a fence
running across the field and within fire rangelsd Rebs and at once began to retaliate
with a will.”** The Confederate cavalry was fighting dismounéescthey normally

would, but Starkweather’s front line troops repditeem repeatedly. Having placed the

19 1bid., 392.
2 bid.

2 Gould & KennedyMemoirs of a Dutch Muds;jl80.
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79" Pennsylvania and™Wisconsin at the base of the hill in excellentrting
distance, the brigadier had also placed th&dntucky Battery on the right of the 2at
the top of the hill. With the men thus disposes ¢ngagement lasted two hours, and
Confederate casualties far outweighed his owracadonfirmed when Otto identified
eighty-two dead and wounded in front of his reginfénThe Confederate cavalry
eventually tired of trying to defeat Starkweathértsops and so retreated. The brigade

had protected the train and the réad.

While localized and minor in comparison to what éney as a whole faced at
Stones River, this engagement was a great victotlyd larger scheme of the campaign.
Bragg used his cavalry to threaten the Nashvillspike and the Federals’ supplies.
Had the train been destroyed, the Army of the Cutabd would have been forced to
withdraw from the loss of supplies and ammuniti@tarkweather, like Willich at
Liberty Gap, showed initiative in the face of theemy and deployed his troops

advantageously and unconventionally in a dangesuation.

Although Stones River and Chickamauga were largéduattles, at certain
points in each action individual brigade commandezee forced to act in isolation, often
in reaction to an emergency. In each case, thée@erate attacks disorganized and

disoriented the Union Army. Because of the natdride attacks and subsequent

2 bid.

Z0.R. vol, 20, pt. 1, 391-93. Gould & Kenneti§emoirs of a Dutch MudsjlBO. Otto notes the
loss of upwards of eighty wagons, but admits taigp¢old this figure by other members in his command
note of the rumors that could run wild through camp
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confusion brigade commanders were forced to agegperate circumstances which

required innovative thinking.

In large-scale battles the flank attack was a prefetactic. A mass of men
against an exposed or weakly held position wagjtirekest way to unhinge an
opponent’s battle lines. In such situations bregagdmmanders often found themselves
alone against large concentrations of the enemyhdse circumstances brigade
commanders used counterattacks, terrain, and catogpewith neighboring units to slow
down the enemy and save their units. The key igsgea brigade commander’s ability
to deploy and operate within the division, speaeific deployment within the framework
of massed combat. As well, commanders had toderpsoblems that might arise from
deployment and be able to deal with those problgecssively. Their ability to
recognize the benefits of good terrain and plae& then accordingly could be the

difference between holding the ground and retrgatin

During the Battle of Stones River Willich and Cardound their brigades isolated
and in danger. The two commanders faced the iyl of the Confederate flank attack
on the morning of 31 December 1862. Neither bregaad been properly deployed by
their corps commander McCook. Neither commandplased to receive attack or to
defend any sort of fallback position. Ironicallys was the result of the army
commander’s attempt to fool the enemy. Rosecradohdered McCook to extend
campfires past the flank of his corps in an effortleceive Bragg as to the length of the
Union lines. The deception did not have the ddsaféect; Bragg shifted more of his

troops to extend his attack thereby lapping pastthion right. When the Confederate
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corps lined up for action during the night, theydtplaced themselves in perfect position

to devastate the Union troops.

The soldiers felt that something was wrong. PWVLDay in Carlin’s brigade
reported that, “all night long we could hear theverment of artillery and troops to our
right. So serious did this seem to us that wersgétenes sent word to Regt.
Headquarters calling attention to the faét.McCook went to bed with his troops in line,
but with no added protections of breastworks. Tfghmut the night, troops in Carlin’s
brigade and the surrounding commands sent mesgagesimanders informing them
that enemy troops and artillery were moving acthsg front, “but nothing was done
about it,” lamented Da$. “Similar reports were sent from other parts @& ficket line,
but to no effect... [T]o this day it seems stratig® no attention was given this mattét.”

The level of unpreparedness in this portion oftinén line was unforgivable.

Willich’s brigade of Brig. Gen. Johnson’&*Division occupied one of the most
exposed of McCook’s positions. Being an old soldigh a great deal of battlefield
experience, Willich should have recognized the irtgrd and perilous position of his
regiments — the 8dlllinois, 15" and 48" Ohio, and 3% and 39" Indiana?’ The brigade
was positioned correctly, facing to the west, wkile main Union line faced south. In

this configuration, the flank of the army was refdisand the brigade had clear fields of

4 Day, Story of the 101 0Ohio, 82.
% bid.
%8 |bid.

27bid., 81-82, 220.
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fire in front?® But no preparations had been made to receivétarkaeven though the
enemy was heard throughout the night. Neitherigtiilhor his superiors ordered battle
lines formed, and did not instruct the men to pre@ay kind of defensive works.
Simple entrenchments would have offered a readyerpéate to defentf. So little did

they anticipate their danger that the men werered® stack weapons for the night.

The troops were up and making breakfast by 5:30.Avken a staff officer from
Johnson approached Willich and reminded him to lmes/enen up and under arms by
dawn. The staffer was somewhat surprised whendNitesponded, “They are so quiet
out there that | guess they are no more h&réwillich’s statement is interesting, to say
the least, because the entire Union army was asfdhe presence of Bragg’'s
Confederates. The brigade commanders under Mc@agkhave been operating under
the same confidence McCook had in Rosecrans’s plae.commanding general had his

own flank attack under preparation designed tohatConfederate right.

Shortly after making his remark, Willich headedlteision headquarters to
confer with Johnson, leaving Col. William Gibsontioé 49" Ohio in command,
promising to return as quickly as possibiewillich could have requested a conference

with Johnson at his position, surely a better wayefther man to determine the tactical

2 Refusing the flank refers to bending the end eflihe back, usually by 90 degrees, forming a
right angle and creating a defined end to the line.

29 L ater in the war, veteran soldiers knew betten lleexpose themselves this way. Ordered to or
not, they would have constructed cover of some.kind

%0 bid., 82.

31 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 303.
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situation. Since Willich left no official reporelbause he would be captured during the
ensuing battle, it is hard to understand the treammg behind his departure. Historian
Peter Cozzens notes, “Willich should have knownebet.[H]e was among the eldest
and most experienced officers in the Army of thenBerland.®? Presumably, he was
going to inform Johnson of the enemy presence agplpations in front of his brigade
position. With reports throughout the night of eryemovement, it is almost careless
behavior for Willich to have disregarded the rep@ven if the general plan of battle
which called for his men to hold while the mairaakt came from the other flank of the

army.

The Union troops were surprised when Confederatiehbees, four ranks deep,
emerged from the darkness at 6:22 AMost were cooking breakfast when the picket
lines came streaming back into the camps. Thelattas coordinated and
overwhelming. An entire Confederate corps advameetivo divisions of McCook’s
right wing. The Confederate lines greatly outstnet! the Union alignments because of
their movement left during the night. Brig. Gemlviard N. Kirk’s brigade was hit first
and disintegrated quickly. Willich’s brigade wae thext target of the charging rebels.
Returning to his command, Willich heard the sounidsattle and was captured moments
into the attack when he rode too far forward attémgpto rally his men. He was

surrounded and taken captive by a regiment of Teaaalrymer®* “When the capture

32 peter Cozzen$Jo Better Place to Die: The Battle of Stones Rfigbana: University of
lllinois Press, 1990), 82-83.

33 CozzensNo Better Place to Die§2.

3 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 304-05.
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of the general was made known, both brigades disda@dlmost completely and offered
the enemy only weak resistancég."Col. William H. Gibson, 48 Ohio, quickly took
command of the brigade but could only watch adittes, “yielded to an assault which
no troops in the world could have withstodd.'Gibson could not execute an orderly,
directed retreat, and the brigade did not reforti later in the day. The brigade simply

dissolved.

As Willich’s men scattered in the face of the Cal@iates, Carlin’s men, to their
left, were next in line. The men in this brigadsatd Willich’s fight and were more
prepared. During the night Carlin had posted fimisgs to the left of Willich’s and had
put his regiments in line of battfé. The 3&" Illinois was on the left, the 1610hio in the
center and 1B Wisconsin on the right. The $1llinois was posted in reserve. When the
attack commenced the 21llinois moved to the right when Johnson’s division
Carlin’s right broke and left the groufitl.Carlin called on the 2lllinois to move there
and extend the flank of the t®Visconsin. “I still determined to do all that wasssible
to hold my position, and to that end started toritet of my brigade to see...[the] 21

lllinois, to ascertain how [they] were faring, atedgive orders the state of affairs might

% ReinhartWillich’s Gallant Dutchmen130.

% 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 304-05.

%" Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 76-77. The Confederate attacks progresseechelonmeaning
they hit the lines at different points. Willich'sen were breaking while Carlin’s first encountetieel

enemy. This allowed him time to mount a short deéebefore flank pressure overwhelmed his men.

¥ 0.R. vol. 10, pt. 1, 279-80.
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require.® Carlin had reacted to the situation and immetjido®ked for a rally point to

hold the position.

But even Carlin’s quick thinking could not save timamediate situation. During
his movement the commander’s horse was shot oot treder him and he was struck by
a spent bullet® Carlin was stunned by this and upon regainingéaisses ordered an
immediate withdrawal of the brigad®.“The time had come, under the general
instructions from Rosecrans to fall back, contesémery inch of ground,” he stat&s.
Deploying the 1% Wisconsin to the right, Carlin used these vetetarslow time for his
remaining regiments to pull out behind covering fiThe 18 Wisconsin successfully
checked the advance of the enemy troops, allowerjrCtime to pull back his other

units®®

Although the brigade was retreating, Carlin wasereing the order of his
command. He moved 200 yards to the rear and wasa@hmally the disciplined
regiments to make a stand and fire several vob¢yise oncoming Confederates. The
men made this stand at a fence bordering an opkh frhe 101 Ohio made a dash for

the fence and arrived there as the Confederatemlbmgssing the field. “Before we had

%9 |bid, 280. Carlin was almost immediately engagadhe right by the Confederate troops that
had overrun Willich’s brigade minutes before.

“°0.R. vol. 20, p. 280; Hughes & Girartilemoirs,79. Carlin claimed his troops had fought for
almost two hours when he was injured. He latefagnp that the time went by very slowly for himthe
early stages of the battle and that when he fifaigan reforming his troops in the Union rear loaignt it
was late afternoon. In fact it was around 9:30 A.M

*1 Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 77.

*?bid., 78.

3 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 281; Hughes & GirarMemoirs,78-79.
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fully reached our new position, the rebel linesiagalvanced, but were more respectful —
they did not come so close...we opened a gallingadl appearances very
discouraging fire upon them,” stated Pvt. BayRallying and delivering well-aimed
volleys checked the advance of the enemy. Cantméa were able to sustain a fighting
retreat by finding places the men could rally aetivér volleys that momentarily

checked the Confederate advance.

Having kept order in a deteriorating situation, l@aat this point received orders
from division commander Davis to withdrdWw.Obeying the command, the brigadier
moved his men further to the rear. “I retired noynenand about half a mile to our rear,
and again endeavored to rally the men.” Yet, frrtirderly retreat proved a problem.
As Carlin noted, “it was evident that [the men] e/ep utterly discouraged that no

substantial good could resuft”

Carlin’s troops had been able to make a standallyitibut they were being
continually outflanked on the left by advancing @ulerates. Carlin’s brigade had no
support and did not have enough men to countesvbevhelming number of
Confederate units. “We had all we could take cdrdirectly in front of us, and we
would have held that line until now—Dbut assailedront, flank and rear, we did well to

fall back when we did,” reported Pvt. D&y.Under fire, Carlin removed his men. “We

*4 Day, Story of the 101 0Ohio, 86.
5 Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 78.
“60.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 281.

" Day, Story of the 10?LOhio, 87.
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were constantly in the presence of the enemy,Citiafederates all the time threatening
the right and rear of the brigade line, Pvt. Dagtowied*® Carlin had kept his brigade
together and had slowed the Confederate advantjdiew regiments were simply

overmatched.

At this point, Carlin was in line with Sheridan’s/igion on the left, the only
Union division in McCook’s wing to offer substaritrasistance during the early stages
of the battle. Sheridan rode to the left and olexthe brigadier, commenting later that,
“the calm and cool appearance of Carlin, who atithe was smoking a stumpy pipe,
had some effect and was in strong contrast toxhikeel manner of [his division
commander], who seemed overpowered by the disistehad befallen his commant.”
But if Carlin was calm, his men were not. The bdgr had managed to keep his
regiments in line, but now, under continued attokn the Confederates, the troops
managed to fire one volley before they, “broke withorders. | conducted them to the
rear, passing through the lines of our reservas haited at the railroad, where we

remained during the afternoon collecting our scattenen.®

Carlin’s command of his brigade on B&cember was the best that could be
hoped for under the circumstances. He manageghtrfg withdrawal until the continual
pressure demoralized the men. The continuousifignkovements of the enemy

provided no opportunity to construct a fallbackipos. Eventually Carlin was able to

8 |bid., 92.
49 bid., 121.

*°0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 281.
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extricate his regiments and rally them well in th@on rear. There they could recover,
collect stragglers, and prepare for more combéie Confederate attack had shattered
the Union right flank, throwing the divisions anddades into confusion and scattering
many of them. Carlin’s brigade was handled morkfglky than most on this section of

the Union line, and he brought his command offfiblel intact.

Certainly, Willich and Carlin had no chance in faee of the rebel assault.
However, in Willich’s case, the commander was cagatwearly and the unit was
destroyed within moments of the start of the actidhe brigadier’s poor preparation
paved the way for this disintegration. Carlinmation was different. Although the
attack was overwhelming, his presence kept thetogather and moving to positions
where they could make momentary stands. A meadgyreeparation and the presence of

a trusted commander counted for a great deal.

Depending on the circumstances, brigade commamstdated in the middle of
battle could use counterattacks to try to savesittuation or delay the enemy. On the
first day of Chickamauga, 19 September 1863, Wilidrigade used such a
counterattack to check a Confederate advance thsitlweatening to break the Union
line. In a similar situation, Harker’s brigade @i off an enemy advance at the Battle of

Stones River.

Willich’s brigade was called to aid a threatenedipa of the Union line early in

the fighting at Chickamauga. The Confederate lattacthe morning of 19 September
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was meant to outflank the Union army, forcing itagwirom the safety of Chattanooga to
the north. The weight of the attack fell on MagrG George H. Thomas’s XIV Corps,
which quickly needed reinforcemerits Willich’s men marched to the aid of Thomas’s

men, along with the rest of the troops in Johnsdivision >

Willich’s brigade passed behind the army’s ledink from his position in the
center to reach the fighting in the vicinity of thafayette Road. Moving to the
threatened portion of Thomas'’s line, Willich wasgened to fill a gap in this line that had
been created by units shifting position duringe¢ldy morning fighting. Willich
deployed the 3% Indiana and 49 Ohio in the front line and the 83llinois and 1%’

Ohio directly behind in support. Willich placedshmen in line in a position of strength.
With two regiments in front and two in support, tirggade’s power was maximized by
having the men occupy less space than an extendsmhgle line of regiments would
have. Skirmishers were placed in front of themegits and immediately engaged

Confederate troops to their front.

His troops thus disposed, Willich ordered an attddk later stated that after
several minutes, “having sufficiently shaken therag’s infantry line, | ordered a

bayonet charge®® This disrupted the Confederate advance. He adhsteadily at the

*1 Daniel,Days of Glory 315-19.

2 peter Cozzenghis Terrible Sound: The Battle of Chickamaigabana: University of lllinois
Press, 1992), 146; O.R. vol. 30, pt. 1, 538.

*0.R. vol. 30, pt. 1, 538.
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head of his brigade, calling for the"8Blinois to wheel left, extending the brigade fton

and sweeping away a portion of Maj. Gen. Benjantie&ham’s Confederate divisich.

The skill with which Willich moved and directed higen in this operation

impressed Sgt. Alexis Cope of thé™®hio:

Usually in military operations the regiment was timét. But with Gen.
Willich in command...the brigade was the unit. Thgiments...were
skillfully commanded...but in time of action all loeé to Gen. Willich as
the directing mind, trusted him with the utmost fiadence and followed
him implicitly.>>

Maj. W.D. Williams voiced similar praise:

General Willich came forward and standing in frohthe regiment and
amid a shower of bullets poured into us, compliredrihe regiment for its
advance, calmed their excitement, instructed them to advance firing,
and maintain their alignment with the advance eflithigade, and by his
own inimitable calmness of manner restored orddrcamfidence in the
regiment®

Following the successful bayonet charge, Willicedrto do more. He
instructed the regiments to advance thirty pacesdadge of an open field, the
position they occupied for the next two hours, tany under fire’’ The

surprise of this forward thrust from the Union Bnéisrupted the Confederate

5 bid., 538-39.

*5 Alexis Cope The Fifteenth Ohio Volunteers and its Campaifslumbus: Edward T. Miller
Co., 1916), 319.

%% Cope,The Fifteenth Ohio320.

> Ibid.
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attack enough that the remainder of Cheatham’sidivibroke off contact,
relieving this portion of the line. Once the chmended and the lines were
reformed, Willich was a mile ahead of his suppaytilivision to the left. In his
after action report he lamented that the divisiorhis left did not attack in
concert with him. Willich felt they could have spteaway all the Confederate

resistance on this portion of the fieftl.

Like Willich at Chickamauga, Harker’s brigade execla similar counterattack
at the Battle of Stones River on 31 December 18&&ortunately, Harker handled his
brigade poorly, leaving questions about deploynaeit cooperation with neighboring
units. The concerted Confederate attack in theningrat Stones River shattered the
army’s right flank. Because McCook’s corps wasim@ted by the early morning
attacks, Rosecrans was forced to call on his regepeps to shore up the situatfSnAs
his right flank collapsed, Rosecrans personallgaled Harker’s Third Brigade from
Brig. Gen. Thomas Wood'’s division to move to thgimtiegrating right flank and into the
battle. Once there he was to counterattack, @sbrng the Confederate offensive
enough to provide space and time to establish aded@nsive line and rally the

scattering troop?

Harker began intelligently and in excellent formoatito move across a battlefield

littered with wounded and retreating men. He medchcross the battlefield with his

*8 |bid., 539-40.
%9 CozzensNo Better Place to Dijel 30.

% bid.
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brigade deployed in three lines. The first corgdithe 51 Indiana and 65 Ohio. He
placed the 8 Ohio Independent Attillery a short distance bettiid front line. The 62
Ohio and 7% Indiana formed the second line of infantry, wiite 13" Michigan created
a last line®* Adopting this formation was very advantageousaniide circumstances.
By moving in three compact battle lines, Harker whke to limit his brigade’s width,
allowing the passing stragglers to move aroundri@s. The Union flank had crumbled
and the thousands of men were streaming rearwirdy could have easily broken his
alignment or scattered the artillery battery harddsiman recalled, “Through this mass
of frenzied men and animals we threaded our walypstthe double-quick....[W]e saw
many wounded making their way to the rear, unaidethorne upon stretchers, or in
ambulances....[T]he crucial test was before fisThe move thus commenced with little
difficulty and Harker passed to the front, only qaining of Confederate artillery fire

annoying the advanéé.

Harker's movement began to go wrong when he plagedelf in line on the
right of Col. James Fyffe’'s Second Brigade of Bfign. Horatio Van Cleve’s Third
Division of Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden’s CoffisBecause these troops were not of
the same division, Harker and Fyffe did not comroate with each other upon taking up

their position€> Harker simply reported, “a staff officer from thbemmand upon my left

®10.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 502.
2 Hinman,The Sherman Brigad@05.
% 0.R. vol. 20, pt. 1, 502.

64 CozzensNo Better Place to Die226.



57

reported a strong force of the enemy in his frortreplied that my right was in

danger.®® Immediately after locating an area between Faffd a large ridge Harker
redeployed his men to the top of the ridge, a mmohe advantageous defensive position.
Harker’'s move to better ground made sense, budilezlfto communicate or coordinate
the move with Fyffe. As Peter Cozzens observeghmt consulting Van Cleve or
notifying Fyffe, he marched his brigade by the tifihink to the northwestern slope of the
Widow Burris’ house ridge® Harker's move thus created a gap in the linerleéher

he nor Fyffe could cover.

The Confederates quickly made Harker pay for hittyadeployment. By this
time the Confederate troops of Lieut. Gen. Willielardee’s corps appeared in view
preparing for an attack. Harker deployed th8 6%iio on the right and the $indiana
on the left in his front line on the crest of th# fo meet this threat. The #3ndiana
supported the 650hio and 6% Ohio supported the 81ndiana. His fifth regiment, the
13" Michigan was placed behind at the base of thedithove toward either exposed
flank. Hinman notes that after seeing the enenvaack it only took the Confederates
five minutes to cross the intervening space wheeebtigade was, “at the edge of the
storm.®® Harker noted that, “the position selected proaedost fortunate one,”

completely ignoring the gap created by his movetferit proved less fortunate for

®0.R., vol. 20, pt. 1, 501.

®®pid., 502.

67 CozzensNo Better Place to Diel48.
% Hinman,The Sherman Brigad@05.

% CozzensNo Better Place to Diel48.
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Fyffe on the left; the gap in the line betweenrhisn and Harker’s was large and the
Confederates were moving right toward it. Fyffédechon Harker to close the gap three
times, but three times received the response thatas too hard pressed to shift troops in
Fyffe’s direction’® Harker could move no further, he said, becauggstegiments

were on lin€’* He could have ordered his reserve regimentset¢efihto fill the gap, but
he was immediately in trouble himself as the Coeafate attack outstretched his own
flank by several hundred yards. He moved his uesergiments to the right, lengthening

his lines even further away from Fyffe. The Comiedes took advantage.

Why did Harker not at least extend thé"28ichigan in the direction of Fyffe’s
men? The answer is not readily available. He mdkie 64' Ohio to a refused position
of the right flank. The formation would seem toe the crisis was met since no other
troops were sent to that sector. Hinman notedetajth the brigade of Van Cleve’s
division upon our left, gives way before a charfghe enemy and falls back....By its
recession our brigade, which is the extreme rigth® line, is seriously compromised,
both its flanks being now expose." That the brigade did not give way until Fyffe’s
men on the left retreated means the right flank mesn jeopardy and the $3vichigan

could have been used to fill the space betweebrigades’

0 bid.

™ bid., 148. O.R., vol. 20, pt. 1, 501-02. Refare to the calls from Fyffe were the first time
Harker mentioned being in contact with him after&éached the battlefield.

2 Hinman,The Sherman Brigad@06.

3 bid., 207.
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Harker’s brigade was quickly forced into a fightiregreat based on his poor
deployment. Fyffe’'s brigade on the left was engebband retreated rearward and
Harker soon found his brigade attacked from thatfroght, and left with increasingly
more fire coming in from behind. “After a brieftoierce struggle at the fence we are
again flanked upon the left and our decimatedibrtern by a biting enfilading fire, there
is no alternative and again we fall back, with dldeancing rebels at our heels,” lamented
Hinman’* The men retreated toward the Nashville Turnpi@n and on we went, at
the greatest possible speed...every man was in e phis nerves wrought up to the

highest tension, and none thought of wearinéss.”

Relatively early in the war Union and Confederaimmmanders learned the
fundamentals of Napoleonic mass-army campaignidigcambat, adopting the French
emperor’s original formulation to American conditg® But the maneuver of armies and
deployment of corps in fluid situations exposeddovdevel commands to dangerous
situations. Whether it was faulty placement ahbigevel command or concerted
Confederate offensives, there were times when degammanders were in tight spots.
When faced with such circumstances brigadiers gdlgdrad the tools to maintain their
unit’s cohesion and combat effectiveness. The candars were also learning how to

use the men to the best advantage with novel sldte shifting counterattacks and

bid.

S bid., 205.



60

concentrated and directed fite.If they exercised command properly, brigadiensidde
firmly in control of their men even in situationsseeming chaos. Through their
commanders’ leadership, the men were developirsplagers and were increasingly
aware of what they needed to do. They developdtads and fighting formations that

best suited the situation they were in.

In the closing months of the war, the campaignmgtlanta elevated control to
higher levels of command. More than before brigam@manders would operate within
larger formations of divisions and corps. Highemking officers began to exercise more
comprehensive control over the formations undear teenmand. Increasingly the Army

of the Cumberland’s brigadiers had to work witthe sarmy as a whole.

S Harry W. Pfanz@Gettysburg: Culp’s Hill and Cemetery H{iChapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1993), 299. In the eastezater, Brig. Gen. George Greene’s New York
brigade successfully defended Culp’s Hill at thétlBaf Gettysburg using similar tactics.
Greene’s men used a defile behind the line to eh&thops while cleaning and loading rifles.
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CHAPTER THREE: MASSASSAULTSAND ATTRITION

The Battle of Chickamauga ended Rosecrans’ tersicemmander of the Army
of the Cumberland. Following the defeat, the aretyeated to Chattanooga, took up
defensive positions, and allowed Bragg’'s Army ohiiessee to lay siege to the city
using the dominant elevations of Lookout Mountaid Missionary Ridgé. At this point
the final phase of the war began for Carlin, Whiliand Harker because they would fight
the large-scale battles at Chattanooga, Resac&emtesaw Mountain in northern
Georgia®> These actions marked a turning point. Throughivese battles brigade
commanders would operate as part of their largemeands. The army now maneuvered
and fought as a coordinated whole on the offensRmviously brigade commanders had
operated on their own initiative, but as part oé®han’s combined force the brigade

commanders deployed and fought their men as palivisions and corps.

Unlike Rosecrans, Sherman did not expose his &éormagunterstrokes. His
maneuvers were compact. For his part Confederate Idseph E. Johnston countered
this with combat engineering. Johnston and Shemmarcised more control over their

armies by keeping units more concentrated in spBcg this concentration also

! Daniel,Days of Glory 352-54. Rosecrans lost the confidence of theimidtration in
Washington because of his strained mental conditibowing Chickamauga. He went through periods of
depression, followed by days of optimism. He wedaced by Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, with Maj.
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant taking command of overaltaifmns for the western armies. The conditiorhef t
army and the nature of the siege, coupled with Gyauniccess at Vicksburg made him the obvious &hoic
for overall command.

2 Starkweather acted in a reserve role at Chattanand did not participate in Sherman’s Atlanta
Campaign. His active field service was effectiveler after Chickamauga.
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increased the prospect of frontal assaults. Alghahis phase of the Army of the
Cumberland’s career would begin with the most ss&fce frontal assault of the war —
Missionary Ridge — harsher encounters would follgennesaw Mountain in particular.
Brigade commanders were put in new situations wtierg had to deploy and fight in

constricted positions. In these situations, itit@was replaced by preparation.

Brigade commanders were not asked to plan frostdudts against prepared
positions. They were told to follow orders. Therihof an attack was not their domain
anymore; they were simply to do their jobs. Brig@dmmanders were expected to deal
with local conditions along their front and to cdiorate with other, neighboring units.
Commanders were also responsible for maintainiggadent with their neighboring

brigades in order for the attack to have a sustiaamel unbroken front.

Because of the conspicuous visibility of brigadenomanders during these
offensive operations, casualties among the offtoeps could not be avoided. Willich
and Harker in turn were wounded (Harker fatally)hair respective attacks, depriving
the army of two of its finest and most promisinfcsrs. Brigades depended on their
leaders and attrition at the command level enda&agerorale and effective fighting.
These were the hardest casualties to take becauis®a@r armies depended on these
low-ranking general officers for cohesion and dileadership. These losses proved

debilitating to certain brigades, especially if ifecer was long serving and well-liked.
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Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman’s campaign to takéaAta in the summer of 1864
was for the most part a series of flanking movesmémat forced Johnston’s army from
position after position. Johnston was able todaranfrontations with Sherman’s forces
at Resaca and Kennesaw Mountiifihe two battles removed Willich and Harker from

the war.

Willich’s brigade participated in the Battle of Res on 13-15 May 1864 The
army was in line of battle facing Gen. Joseph Bndton’s Army of Tennessee along the
Oostanaula River in north central Georgia. Shetrsnsupply line, the Western and
Atlantic Railroad tied the army to the railroaddwye over the river at Resaca. Johnston
constructed a line of well-laid entrenchments nofttown and appeared unwilling to
retreat any further without a fightSherman’s plan for 15 May was to attack Johnston
along the railroad with a demonstration plannedvaj. Gen. Oliver Otis Howard's IV

Corps further to the webt.

Willich’s brigade took position with Wood'’s divian at 11 a.m. Wood ordered

Willich to attack two lines of entrenchments. Amtpof the plan Willich was to connect

% Daniel,Days of Glory 394-96.

* Ibid. Willich’s brigade was part of Brig. Gen. dimas Wood'’s Division of Maj. Gen. Oliver O.
Howard’s IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland.

® Albert CastelDecision in the West: The Atlanta Campaign of 1@&dwrence: University Press
of Kansas, 1992), 168-70.

® Richard M. McMurry Atlanta 1864: Last Chance for the Confederédncoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2000), 70. Sherman elected tgeldgéhnston at Resaca in the hopes of holding the
Confederate army in position while the Federal ponttrain arrived at a place where Sherman cowdscr
the river with cavalry and attack the railroad figrt south at Calhoun, Georgia.
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his flanks with the brigades on both sides and adean a general battle line. Enemy
skirmishers held the first line of works backedawpa ridge by another line of rifle pits
and fortified artillery positions. In responsehig orders, Willich formed the brigade
with “the 49" Ohio on the right and the £®hio on the left of the front line, the §2
Indiana and 89 lllinois...forming the second line, and the"™Minois and 1%

Wisconsin, in double column closed in mass in tieltine.””

The final two regiments,
closed in column, formed a mass of troops with eahpany lined up behind each
other, giving the formation depth. The two regitseriosed in column could be quickly
brought forward or sent to the flanks of the brig&al aid in a breakthrough should one
occur?® At the order to advance the brigade moved forveaet “very broken country,
covered with a dense...undergrowth and after advgratbout 600 yards, the enemy’s
skirmishers were encountered, driven in a gallaaimer, and pressed back...until within
their main line of works® Having easily moved his brigade across the field rather

handily taken the first line of Confederate woMél|lich had to decide to press forward

or withdraw?°

After several minutes rest for the men Willich ered the second line —"§2

Indiana and 38 lllinois — forward to attempt to ascertain theesgth of the enemy still

"0O.R. vol. 38, pt. 1, 390. Col. Charles T. Hotsiski89' Illinois, submitted the brigade report due
to Willich’s subsequent wounding.

8 Castel Decision in the Wesf,57-58. Attacking columns usually adopted thisrfation because
the front line closed with the enemy and could awethe defenders; the second line could provide
reserves and exploit any breakthrough that occurred

? Ibid.
2 0.R. vol. 38, pt. 1, 391. Col. Hotchkiss makeseference to having contact with his division

commander during the assault, so it can be infah@dWwillich was making his own command decisions
by this point.
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present in the works. Sgt. Cope, in the trenches with thd"IBhio, witnessed the “line
advance only a short distance when a terrific diaed cross fire of musketry and
artillery swept over the open field® The command quickly retired to the safety of the
rifle trench. Willich moved to the front of the 38linois and mounted the parapet of the
trenches in order to see the Confederate linewatehit immediately, wounded severely
in the arm, the ball passing through and lodginlgisnchest. “He was evidently suffering
severe pain, but he loved ‘his poys,’ as he cdledh, and as they crowded about him,
he exhorted them in broken English to do their cgagyvell without him as if he were
present.** The command devolved to Col. William Gibson™4Bhio and the brigade
repulsed an attempt by the enemy to retake thiglifies of entrenchments. Overnight

the Confederate army evacuated their positionseat€a. Johnston fought long enough
to allow his wagon train to cross the river; thiairiry followed™® The marches and

maneuvering resuméed.

At Resaca Sherman attempted to fix Johnston iippsnd so move around his
flank and cut him off from the river crossinsHe was attempting to push Johnston

back with force and destroy a good part of the €defate Army. The frontal attacks

1 ReinhartWillich’s Gallant Dutchmen162.

12 Cope,The Fifteenth Ohip434-35. This fire resulted from a slight bendtia second-line of
Confederate works that allowed the defenders tharstdge of converging fire.

13 bid., 435-36.

“0O.R. vol. 38, pt. 1, 391.

> McMurry, Atlanta 1864 72.
18 |bid.

7 bid.
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here were demonstrations to weaken resistance tivdbps executing the main thrust of
the assauft® While the attacks were not disastrous to the athey were to the men of

Willich’s brigade. They lost their beloved commandbr the duration of the war.

Harker's command suffered the loss of their comaearm month later on 27 June
1864 at Kennesaw Mountain. The brigade was pastigf Gen. John Newton’s division
of Howard’s IV Corps at Resac¢a.The situation here was similar to Resaca, the
exception being the Confederate works were mucimgér. The Southern line was
situated on a series of ridges that culminatelethtountain itself. Sherman ordered
Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland to attack. Thedeld point of attack featured a
salient, or bulge in the Confederate line cappedrbgarth and log breastwork. Thomas
spent most to the day reconnoitering the positiwhlee deemed it to be the most likely
place for succesd. The position was considered the weakest poimgaibe sector
Thomas was ordered to att#tkUnfortunately, the area was defended by Maj. Gen.

Patrick Cleburne, commanding some of the best gaoghe Army of Tennessée.

18 0.R. vol. 38, pt. 1, 390. There is no mentiowiefsional command direction. Brig. Gen.
Wood is not mentioned in the official report, arakd not appear to have been in contact with hisrgug.

9 Daniel,Days of Glory 446.

%% pid., 408-9.

% |bid. Daniel states that Thomas was resigned timgahe attack because relations between
him and Sherman were strained. Thomas had prdyibasn rebuked on every suggestion of strategy he

put forward to Sherman, he simply decided to foltbe orders without protesting.

2 McMurry, Atlanta 1864 109.
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Harker deployed his brigade in column within tihesahe was assigned to
occupy?® Due to the compact nature of the Federal lineslarker’s section of the
battlefield, his regiments were unable to deplolna of battle side by side. Instead,
Harker was forced to stack the regiments, muchWkiich did with his reserve at
Resac&’ The speed of the attack counted as the troopsuetered three rows of
obstacles: “first, chest high ‘tanglefoot,’ theragh+pointed pine poles planted four
inches apart and slanting forward at a forty-fiwgpee angle, and finally...logs
crisscrossed with pointed stakes that have beent@tsthrough holes bored with
augers.®® The position was formidable but the orders wergd forward. Offering a

conspicuous target, Harker rode into the assaniiiniy to better direct his brigad®.

Harker’s attack was well coordinated and fastllowong a fifteen-minute
artillery barrage the brigade moved ahead. Hask®en “swept like an avalanche
through a ravine and up a long, steep slope, thmersuof which was crowned by the
enemy’s works,” reported Lt. Hinman of the"6®hio?’ Harker ordered the brigade to
advance at the double-quick. The speed brought tht® the first line of rifle pits and
they captured a large number of Confederate pickktsdid not have time to retreat.

Harker allowed no halt, but spurred his men forwé&rdding them toward the main

Z0.R. vol. 38, pt. 1, 355. The reports in the GaRd secondary sources make no reference to the
specific regimental alignment of Harker's commaiidhey simply note that the units were massed in
column.

* |bid., 355.

2 Castel Decision in the WesB15.

%8 |bid.

2" Hinman,The Sherman Brigad&11.
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Confederate line and the remaining defenses. “Agame within short musket range,
the rebels delivered from the shelter of their@mthments a most deadly and destructive
fire,” complained Hinmar® Historian Albert Castel notes: “As they emergdfdm the
belt of timber and brush...rifle and artillery firofm...Cleburne’s division literally

[blew] away the heads of the narrow columns, wigjaltkly dissolve[d] into haphazard
clusters of men following their regimental flagS."The column formation offered

weight and depth but the narrow front left a sneaiyjet for the defenders and their
concentrated fire began to blunt the attack. Wnkknory Upton’s column attack at
Spotsylvania Courthouse, Harker's assault lackecetement of surpris8. The

defenders knew they were coming and fired on H&keen as soon as they cleared the

woods.

With the attack Harker had to move the men forvagdin or order a retreat. He
chose the former. Pushing forward to the heati@tblumn Harker called to his men,
“Come on boys!®* He was immediately hit. “While animating his méar up the slope,

he was stricken down by a ball which passed thrdglarm and into the breast”

28 |bid.
2 Castel Decision in the Wes815.

%9 Earl J. HessTrench Warfare Under Grant & Lee: Field Fortificatis in the Overland
Campaign(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres§), 55. In Virginia at Spotsylvania
Courthouse, May 1864, Col. Emory Upton, faced witiong entrenched positions, massed 5,000 men in
column formation. Upton’s column attacked a readtamed portion of the Confederate line that was
deemed weak. The depth of the attacking forcevalbUpton’s men to overrun the first line of
entrenchments, but the breach was sealed by cattaieks and Upton’s attack faltered because norunio
reinforcements exploited the break in the line.

31 bid.

%2 Hinman,The Sherman Brigad&12.
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Brig. Gen. Luther Bradley assumed command follovkiagker's wounding. The
brigade fought on for only a few moments after \watg their beloved commander fall.
The order was given to retreat “when it was seanttiere was no hope for succe¥s.”
The most dramatic and affecting event in both Haakel Willich’s attack was the

wounding of the commander.

The massive frontal assaults at Resaca and Kenrestwhe army two veteran
and dependable officers. The gains in both assaudte minimal. The commanders
executed their orders to the best of their abilitye alignment of their brigade
formations was sound and well suited to the terréinResaca, Willich fronted his
regiments in the area they were to occupy and &é&pb regiment reserve in column
formation. This allowed him to move regimentshretitened portions of the attacking
line, or strengthen the flanks. At Kennesaw Moimtlarker was forced to align his
brigade on a narrow front. His use of the colummmation aided in the swiftness of the
attack but failed to bring sufficient width, offag a narrow target on which the defenders
could concentrate. Cleburne’s division could fofitesfrom their entire line against one
point. The column formation might have worked drker had the advantage of surprise.
Attacking as they did and against Cleburne’s rugtjecsion, Harker’s assault was

doomed.

In the end, both Harker and Willich failed. Thetgms of entrenched lines that

they attacked were simply too strong and too wellédded, offering very little chance of

% bid., 311.
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success. Historian Brent Nosworthy believes sadhbres seem foolisff. Bad attacks
were made throughout the war, but the same kirassdult could also be decisive when
properly coordinated in a more favorable situatitmfortunately for tacticians like
Willich the frontal assault offered little opporitynto display command acumen. The
commanders often faced situations they did notrobahd simply reacted as best they

could.

The Battle of Chattanooga in November 1863 illussdhe decisive results of an
assault by veteran, well-led troops. Following edtntwo months of idleness and near
starvation in Chattanooga, the Army of the Cumlmetleommanded by Maj. Gen.
George H. Thomas, took part in Grant’s overall aiens® The plan called for troops
on the Union right to attack the Confederate left@kout Mountain, while Sherman’s
Army of the Tennessee would attack Bragg’s rigéukl on the northern end of
Missionary Ridge® Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland faced the frdrthés ridge and
was not to be used save as a diversion. On 24loe1863, Maj. Gen. Joseph
Hooker’s corps fought the “Battle Above the Clouds’Lookout Mountain which “was

a wonderful spectacle,” according the Sgt. Cop#iltich’s brigade®” “Dawn of the

3 Nosworthy,The Bloody Crucible of Courag@76-77.

% Wiley Sword,Mountains Touched with Fire: Chattanooga Besied@3(New York: St.
Martin’s Press, 1995), 61-62.

% peter Cozzenghe Shipwreck of Their Hopes: The Battles for Giratbga(Urbana: University
of Illinois Press, 1994), 143-45.

37 Cope,The Fifteenth Ohio370.
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25" disclosed the stars and stripes floating frompibiat of the mountain, evoking
prodigious cheers,” remembered Lt. Hinman in Hdskeommand® However, even
though Sherman continued to attack Bragg's linesathern Missionary Ridge

throughout the day, he was continually repuf§ed.

To break the stall, Grant called for Thomas to makiemonstration by taking the
first line of Confederate rifle pits at the bottahMissionary Ridge. Hopefully this
would divert troops from other portions of the kefteld. The Confederate
entrenchments running on top of the ridge in frtiarker, Willich, and Carlin
appeared formidable. “Arrayed along a front slighgss than three miles long were the
better part of four rebel divisions and nine bagteof artillery—approximately sixteen
thousand men defending seemingly impregnable hegyeinst an attacking force of
some twenty-three thousand that had nearly a rhiergely open ground to cross,” notes
historian Peter Cozzefi$. The charge was to be made by four divisions efatimy
including Carlin’s brigade in Johnson’s divisionaider’s in Sheridan’s division, and

Willich’s in Wood’s division from right to left, epectively’*

Though this seemed a desperate move, Cozzensthatéke attacking troops
were facing a patchwork line in the Confederatedsés however powerful they looked.

The artillery and infantry were placed in segmenftleir “sorry state” represented their

% Hinman,The Sherman Brigad@66.
39 CozzensThe Shipwreck of Their Hope®}2-45.
“©1pid., 248.

1 Sword,Mountains Touched with Fir&61.
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commander’s poor preparation, a “misplaced faitBragg...that any serious Federal

attack would comenly against the army’s flank*?

The Confederates had redeployed this defensiveohhedays before the battle.
The rifle pits at the bottom of the ridge were emgd by a newly laid out line on the crest
of the ridge. However, the rifle pits at the battof the ridge were not abandoned
entirely, further diluting the strength of the Cedérate forces and position. Moreover,
the new line rested on the geographic crest ofitlge and not the military crest. The
military crest of the ridge was several yards belbe/former and offered better fields of
fire for the infantry. Worse, the latter positisithouetted the defending troops against
the sky behind them, creating easy targets for Wartillerists. As well, the defenses
were not fully connected to each other in certd@cgs, creating gaps in the line. Finally,
during the redeployment Confederate artillery wiasgd on top of the ridge, meaning
that the artillerists had very few clear fieldsfioé and could not depress their cannon
barrels enough to fire on the onrushing Union rankl these factors gave the attackers

a clear advantadg.

With the order to attack given, Carlin, Harker, &fidlich aligned their brigades.
Because these officers acted as part of a madsarge by 23,000 men, they had little
influence in maneuver or freedom of movement. Tdlegned their men as they thought
best and then hoped to advance them as quicklgsssipe to close with and break the

enemy line.

%2 CozzensThe Shipwreck of Their Hopez49.

*® Ibid.
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Carlin’s brigade occupied the extreme right flamithe attacking force. Hooker’s
men on Lookout Mountain were the nearest to Caslinated on the other side of the
mountain at the time of the attack. Assuming th&ition selected for his attack, Carlin
placed four regiments in his front line and thre¢hte right and iren echelorbehind the
first line** The formation placed three supporting regimentghe right, at 200 yard
intervals staggered behind each otflelhe formation was well suited for the open

terrain.

To the left of Carlin was the division containinguiker’s brigade. Harker’s
position was situated in the middle of the attagkinlumn. His brigade was solidly
anchored by Col. Francis T. Sherman’s brigade emnight and Brig. Gen. George D.
Wagner's brigade on the 1éft. Because of the large number of regiments in tigale,
Harker had retrained his men. “In order to faaigtdrilling, marching, and maneuvering
in front of the enemy, | had, with the consenthedf general commanding the division,
divided it into demi-brigades...the first commandgddnl. Emerson Opdycke, 195
Ohio...the second demi-brigade commanded by Col.ateth Walworth, 4%

lllinois.”*" The demi-brigades were positioned with Opdyckeighe left with two

4 Daniel,Days of Glory 445. When the army was reorganized followingoBainauga, Carlin
transferred to the command of another brigade stingiof the 104 lllinois, 38", 42" and 88' Indiana,
2" 33%and 94" Ohio, and the 1®Wisconsin. Due to the Federal practice of reirrgientirely new
regiments, older units dwindled to small-sized sirsometimes only a hundred men. Consolidatingethe
smaller regiments into brigades meant the brigages the standard size; they simply containedgetar
number of regiments than previous brigades.

5 Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 115.
“6 CozzensThe Shipwreck of Their Hope&66-67. Following the reor%anization and

consolidation of brigades Harker's command condisfenine regiments: 22 27", 42" 515 and 7¢'
lllinois; 64", 65" and 125 Ohio, and % Kentucky.
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regiments in the front line and three trailing 3@0®ds behind. Walworth’s command
was aligned in the same fashion to the right, ifferénce being that he commanded two
regiments in the first line and two in the secokthrker’s division of command was
excellent considering the terrain and width ofllme. He would be able to manage the
brigade from the rear, ensuring the advance walspaeed and matched the progress of
the troops to this right and left. With Opdyckelafvalworth in command of half the
attacking column, Harker would be able to commueieath wing commanders. “By
their good conduct, and the faithful dischargewadrg duty devolving upon them, they
have rendered me invaluable assistance,” the hegadknowledged This command
structure created easy transmission of ordersketd@ould relay commands without

going to nine different regimental command®rs.

Willich’s brigade deployed as part of Brig. Gen.ohimas J. Wood’s division. The
unit gained new regiments during the reorganizatiGonsisting of all veteran regiments,
Willich’s brigade now included the #535" and 84' lllinois, 32" and 68 Wisconsin,

8" Kansas, 18 and 44' Ohio, and 18 Wisconsirm® The unit had been posted on an
open hill and was deployed with four regimentshia tirst line and four in a second with

the final as the “last reservé“Willich was able to bring his men into the traolital line

“"0.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 228.
“8 |bid., 232.

9 lbid. Harker's official report notes that he asland received permission from divisional
headquarters to create this organization.

%0 Sword,Mountains Touched with Fir&61.

*10.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 264.
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formation, connecting with Brig. Gen. William B. Een’s brigade on the right and Brig.

Gen. Samuel Beatty’s brigade on the left.

Willich commanded the brigade from behind the fiirs¢ and directly in the
middle, using a small silver bugle he carried tigtoaut the war, which he used to allow
his men to distinguish his commands and followdiisctions>®> The bugle revealed
Willich’s fine-tuned attention to the details ofrabat command. In Civil War combat,
the commander could only react to what he saw,canttl direct only by some form of
vocal communication. Willich’s innovation gave han unrivaled control over his

unit>® Pvt. Otto said as much:

The brigade was known as the bugle brigade, bedAfilBeh
carried a little silver bugle with him with whicleldirected most all
movements of the brigade during action. This wgeeat advantage as in
the roar of battle even the most powerful voicencaimlways be heard, or
if heard, not plainly understood; but that littlegbe could always be
distinguished amidst the noise and tfin.

With these various deployments, Thomas orderedhbis forward. As the action
began Carlin observed that, “my instructions werevery definite...we first advanced
over the open plain til within less than half aerfilom the top of the ridge, and were
under fire here for some timé> When Carlin’s men cleared the tree line in thint

the Confederate artillery opened on them, causingesdisorder in the ranks and

2 Gould & KennedyMemoirs of a Dutch MudsjllL 74.
%3 ReinhartWillich’s Gallant Dutchmen171.
** Gould & KennedyMemoirs of a Dutch MudsjllL 74.

> Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 115-16.
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speeding the advance as the men hurried forwalné. trbops overran the first set of rifle
pits at the base of the hill and began firing oather line of entrenchments halfway up
the slope. The firing became “very animated,” #relbrigade was checked momentarily
and exchanged fire with the Confederate defenffe@arlin’s three left-wing regiments
fired two volleys at the line of entrenchments adganced, carrying the line. The
brigade followed with the right-wing still ian echelordormation until the crest of the
ridge was reached. The defenders were unprepardief speed of the advance and
Carlin’s men quickly overran their defenses. “Tines were somewhat disordered by
the ravines and ridges, rifle-pits and felled treesountered,” and Carlin paused
momentarily to adjust’ Only one Confederate regiment, thd'38abama attacked on
Carlin’s right flank. Calling on the"2Ohio to lead his right-wing regiments forward,
Carlin’s command smashed into the oncoming Alabami@hich straightened Carlin’s
line and secured the ridgeline in his secfofhe formation of the brigade allowed Carlin
to swiftly move the right-wing forward to countéretthreat posed by the Confederate
counterattack® While one regiment was hardly a threat to Casliorigade, the

alignment shift quickly and easily dealt with tiedat to the flank.

Harker's advance steamrolled across the open pldive same way as Carlin’s
had. “At the given signal, the lines moved forwgtdte handsomely...the brigade on

my left...moved in double-quick time, which was camf@d to by my command,”

*O.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 463-64; Hughes & Girardiemoirs 115-16.
*"Hughes & GirardiMemoirs 116.
*0.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 464.

%9 CozzensThe Shipwreck of Their Hopez59-60.
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reported Harke!® The brigade swept the Confederates from theliirs of rifle pits.
Harker stopped the command to rest for a momenipoenting that, “we reached
it...much fatigued and somewhat disorganized fronréped march across the plain and
the severe artillery firing to which we had beepesed.®! After only a brief halt,
Harker’s two demi-brigades began ascending theesldyp. Hinman, “went right up
directly in the teeth of a rebel battery...many adfie and men being killed or wounded
by grape and canister...the [men] kept on up theeralyd [were] soon comparatively
well covered from the artillery fire®® The brigade had reached a point where the

Confederate batteries could no longer depress itingzzles to fire on them.

At this point Harker’s support to the left beganrétire. He quickly refused
Opdycke’s demi-brigade on the left flank and sentrders from Maj. Gen. Sherid&h.
Sheridan immediately ordered all brigades forwardl ldarker's command, “obeyed with
alacrity.®* Harker rushed his men forward arriving at thedbghe ridge at the same
time as the troops on his right and left. Theiparbf the Confederate line that Harker
attacked was directly in front of Bragg’s headgeist The brigade overran an

abandoned battery at the positfBnHarker reported:

' 0.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 230.

1 Ibid.

2 Hinman,The Sherman Brigad@67.

83 CozzensThe Shipwreck of Their Hopea05-07.
®0.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 230.

% Sword,Mountains Touched with Fir&00-01.
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The crest thus gained, the most unbounded entimudinad ever
witnessed then prevailed throughout the entire cantimand though the
enemy was but a short distance in our front, enol@ay to secure his
train and a portion of his artillery, it was witiffatulty that we could
sufficiently control the men so as to reform oueliand follow up the
retreating foe€®

Apparently the excitement extended beyond the texlisien as Lt.
Hinman recalled. “Five guns of a battery were agiin an instant...and Col.
Harker leapt astride one of the cannon, swingisgshiord with one hand and his
hat with the other, shouting like one dement¥dThe attack succeeded through
swiftness of action and the momentum created byltaege. The brigade was
easily put back into line and the raw excitementictory propelled the men to

the crest of the ridge and ultimate victory.

Willich’s brigade on the left of the attacking éerhad a relatively easy
time advancing and capturing their section of tlh@f€derate line. Due to a
bulge in the Federal position, Willich’s men weteser to the Confederates than
were Harker and Carliff. “The ascent was (in the closer quarters) defeged
one battery to the right and two batteries to &fie bn two sallying points,”

reported Willich®® Many men fell out exhausted from climbing thepgipbut

% 0.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 231.
" Hinman,The Sherman Brigad@67.
% CozzensThe Shipwreck of Their Hopezs8.

%9 0.R. vol. 31, pt. 2, 264. Parenthetical emphastsé original text.
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that was the only resistance encountéfedhe line was lightly defended at this
point, the rebel troops having been shifted to nSetrman’s attack to the north.
The right of the brigade reached the enemy liret End settled into the
Confederate position after overrunning an artilleaytery. The Confederate
troops counterattacked the right of the brigadelliah' wheeled the left three
regiments to meet the Confederate attack and tomkmemy in flank, checking
their advance and forcing a withdrawWalThey displayed swiftness in their

advance and closed with the enemy before theyrostentum.

The assault on Missionary Ridge stands as a tpststament to the
offensive power of the massed assault and theualk@mmer blow it was capable
of delivering. Carlin, Harker, and Willich detemmeid the formations and
alignments for the attack. In the face of fortifigositions they launched their
brigades headlong across open ground and swiftlydaoisively brought them in
contact with the enemy. The battle lines advaratdtle same time — a wave of
23,000 men crossing the field and ascending tlgeridHistorian Paddy Griffith
notes that, “the Union attack possessed littlelstypaand against the strong
fortifications of Missionary Ridge it deserved te bughly repulsed; yet by near-
miracle it actually became a devastating success.futtther Grant’s men

ventured up the slope, the quicker the defenseshiad.”?

0 bid.

™ bid.
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Faith in the possibility of a successful assauks wat misplaced. Civil
War soldiers were still using primitive muzzle-laaglrifles, the machine guns of
World War | were not here and troops could clos¢hair targets with far less
damage than would be inflicted in the future. Pheblem with failed assaults
was the engineering that went into establishingiidable defensive positions.
The Union army learned this lesson at Kennesaw Némoin The combat
engineering there was much better laid out and editiman the Confederate lines

at Chattanooga.

Even though Civil War military history has changdmatically in the
last generation, the temptation remains to submerigadiers underneath
discussions of strategy and army commanders. Thess-level officers turned
untrained and locally focused men into veteranisodd As well, they had to
learn how to command on the job. When trainingt/és and campaigns are
examined in detail, it becomes readily apparertthihgade commanders served
as a link between the army hierarchy and the edlisten. These officers fought
battles or smaller unit actions through to condnsiToo often a battle plan
adopted by the army commander unraveled during atintlwas a chaotic
environment in which to carry out precise ordefsis was compounded by the

enemy’s ability to disrupt or counteract the battleeampaign plan.

2 Griffith, Battle Tactics of the Civil Wa#6. Griffith argues that like most battles thietarious
army was unable to follow up and destroy the opppfirces because of lack of a moliteps de chasse
This force would have allowed for victories to bermeasily followed up. In his view, such a unéswy
never developed by Civil War armies, and this poadlindecisive battles.
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Consequently brigade commanders were often facedfighting on their own.
The brigades studied here were fortunate to hasétgeommanders for most of

the war.

Early in the war brigade commanders directed thesmof battles when
superior officers were not present or could notdasd. Communication on a
Civil War battlefield could not be conducted inlréme. Couriers on horseback
or foot delivered messages and the informatiomafteanged during transit of the
message, leaving brigade commanders to interpdetamy out the orders as best
they could. Brigadiers had to direct events basewhat they knew and what
they could see in front of them. Necessarily,ftbe of battle fell to the
brigadiers. This in turn forced these commandeitsetcreative. Willich was the
most adept of the officers examined here. He hsedilver bugle to great effect

and invented formations to counteract a Civil Wanys lack of firepower.

Unionists and Confederates created volunteer arafieast size in order
to fight their war. Consequently, many brigadierStarkweather, for example —
gained their commands because of political conaestand so had to learn their
craft on the job. Many of these volunteer officeranaged to create cohesive
units through constant drill and training. Profesal soldiers like Carlin and
Harker were better prepared for combat commandndiubn the scale of the

Civil War. They had to learn on the job, too.

This learning mattered because brigadiers hading ipersonal command

to a powerful unit. They commanded the formatizeable enough to operate



independently. As well, they controlled enough rreemake a difference in the
flow of battle. On the spot in tough situatiorieyt rarely could wait under fire

for clear instructions from superiors. They ha@dt¢baccording to the situation
they saw in front of them. As such, they were ntder commanders who learned
from their successes and failures and molded zeaitivolunteer army into an

efficient and deadly fighting force.
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APPENDIX A

Order of battle for the engagements involving @atHarker, Starkweather, and Willich.

The Battle of Shiloh (6-7 April 1862)

Second Division, Brig. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook
-Sixth Brigade, Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson
- 32 Indiana Infantry, Col. August Willich
Sixth Division, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood
-Twentieth Brigade, Col. Charles G. Harker
-64" Ohio Infantry
-65" Ohio Infantry
-5T Indiana Infantry
-13" Michigan Infantry

Carlin and Starkweather were not with the armyratBattle of Shiloh

The Battle of Perryville (8 October 1862)
| Corps, Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook
-Third Division, Brig. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau
-Twenty-Eighth Brigade, Col. John C. Starkweather

-24" lllinois Infantry
-79" Pennsylvania Infantry
-1 Wisconsin Infantry
-2 Wisconsin Infantry

Il Corps, Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden

! Daniel,Days of Glory 437-40.



-Sixth Division, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood
-Twentieth Brigade, Col. Charles G. Harker
-5T" Indiana Infantry
-73% Indiana Infantry
-13" Michigan Infantry
-64" Ohio Infantry
-65" Ohio Infantry
[Il Corps, Maj. Gen. Charles C. Gilbert
-Ninth Division, Brig. Gen. Robert B. Mitchell
-Thirty-First Brigade, Col. William P. Carlin
-2 lllinois Infantry
-38" lllinois Infantry
-18" Wisconsin Infantry

-107" Ohio Infantry

The Battle of Stones River (31 December 1862 to 2 January 1863)
Right Wing, Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook
-First Division, Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis
-Second Brigade, Col. William P. Carlin
-2 1llinois Infantry
-38" lllinois Infantry
-10F" Ohio Infantry
-18" Wisconsin Infantry
-Second Division, Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson
-First Brigade, Brig. Gen. August Willich

-89" lllinois Infantry

88
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-32"%Indiana Infantry
-39" Indiana Infantry
-158" Ohio Infantry
-49" Ohio Infantry
Center, Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas
-First Division, Maj. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau
-Third Brigade, Col. John C. Starkweather
-24" |llinois Infantry
-79" Pennsylvania Infantry
-1 Wisconsin Infantry
-2T" Wisconsin Infantry
Left Wing, Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden
-First Division, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood
-Third Brigade, Col. Charles G. Harker
-5T" Indiana Infantry
-73% Indiana Infantry
-13" Michigan Infantry
-64" Ohio Infantry
-68" Ohio Infantry

The Battle of Chickamauga (19-20 September 1863)
XIV Corps, Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas
First Division, Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird
-Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. John C. Starkweather
- Wisconsin Infantry

-21%' Wisconsin Infantry



-24" llinois Infantry
-79" Pennsylvania Infantry
XX Corps, Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook
-First Division, Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis
-Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin
-2 1llinois Infantry
-38" lllinois Infantry
-8 Indiana Infantry
-10F" Ohio Infantry
-Second Division, Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson
-First Brigade, Brig. Gen. August Willich
-49" Ohio Infantry
-39" Indiana (detached and mounted)
-3% Indiana Infantry
-158" Ohio Infantry
XXI Corps, Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden
-First Division, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood
-Third Brigade, Col. Charles G. Harker
-39 Kentucky Infantry
-64" Ohio Infantry
-658" Ohio Infantry
-128" Ohio Infantry

-73% Indiana Infantry

The Battle of Chattanooga (23-25 November 1863)

IV Corps, Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger
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-Second Division, Maj. Gen. Philip Sheridan
-Third Brigade, Col. Charles G. Harker
-22%llinois Infantry
-27" lllinois Infantry
-42 |llinois Infantry
-5 lllinois Infantry
-79" lllinois Infantry
-39 Kentucky Infantry
-64" Ohio Infantry
-65" Ohio Infantry
-128" Ohio Infantry
-Third Division, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood
-First Brigade, Brig. Gen. August Willich
-28" lllinois Infantry
-358" lllinois Infantry
-89" lllinois Infantry
-32"% Indiana Infantry
-68" Indiana Infantry
-g8" Kansas Infantry
-158" Ohio Infantry
-49" Ohio Infantry
-158" Wisconsin
XIV Corps, Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer
-First Division, Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson
-First Brigade, Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin
-104" llinois Infantry



-38" Indiana Infantry
-42" Indiana Infantry
-88" Indiana Infantry
-2"Y Ohio Infantry
-33% Ohio Infantry
-94" Ohio Infantry
-1d" Wisconsin Infantry
-Third Brigade, Brig. Gen. John C. Starkweather

-24" |llinois Infantry
-37" Indiana Infantry
-2T" Ohio Infantry
-74" Ohio Infantry
-78" Pennsylvania Infantry
-79" Pennsylvania Infantry
-1 Wisconsin Infantry
-2T" Wisconsin Infantry

The Atlanta Campaign (30 April 1864)

IV Corps, Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard

-Second Division, Brig. Gen. John Newton
-Third Brigade, Brig. Gen. Charles G. Harker

-22%llinois Infantry
-27" lllinois Infantry
-42 |llinois Infantry
-5T" lllinois Infantry
79" lllinois Infantry

-39 Kentucky Infantry



-64" Ohio Infantry
-65" Ohio Infantry
-128" Ohio Infantry
-Third Division, Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood
-First Brigade, Brig. Gen. August Willich

-28" lllinois Infantry
-358" lllinois Infantry
-89" lllinois Infantry
-32"%Indiana Infantry
-8" Kansas Infantry
-158" Ohio Infantry
-49" Ohio Infantry
-18" Wisconsin Infantry

XIV Corps, Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer

-First Division, Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson
-First Brigade, Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin

-104" llinois Infantry
-38" Indiana Infantry
-42" Indiana Infantry
-88" Indiana Infantry
-2'Y Ohio Infantry
-33% Ohio Infantry
-94" Ohio Infantry
-10" Wisconsin Infantry

-18" Kentucky Infantry

93



