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Student assaulted over parking

By BYRON WILKES
Community News Editor

Campus Police arrested
an MTSU student at 10:14
am. Wednesday follow-
ing a confrontation over a
parking spot with another
student that led to a bloody
assault involving a bladed
instrument.

The incident took place
after two MTSU students
tried to pull into the same
parking place in the Bell
Street parking lot.

“Both individuals were in
the lot waiting on a space
when both of them tried to
pull into the same spot,” said
Chief of Police Buddy Peast-
er. “At some point, both in-
dividuals got out of their ve-
hicles and approached each
other, though it is uncertain
whether this happened im-
mediately after they got out

of their cars or a few min
utes after.’
One of the drivers, Star-

lett Custer, then allegedly
assailed the other driver by
pulling a sharp instrument
out of her purse and repeat-
edly cutting her.

“There was blood all over.
Blood on her hair, blood on
the car, blood on the pave-
ment,” said parking author-
ity employee Howard Rho-
des, who was working in the
parking lot when the assault
happened. “It was ugly. It
seemed like [Custer] came
at her 20 times.”

MTSU police arrived af-
ter a 911 call was sent to
the Murfreesboro Police
Department, and the de-
partment notified campus
authorities. Along with the
MTSU police and MPD,
EMS and the Murfrees-
boro Fire Department were

»

Photo By Alex Blackwelder, Photography Editor
Students walk across the street to Bell Street parking lot.

also sent to the scene of the
crime.

The 17-year-old victim,
whose name is being with-
held, was taken by ambu-
lance to Middle Tennessee
Medical Center for treat-

HOWARD RHODES
Parking authority employee

ment of her lacerations.
She was then transferred to
Vanderbilt Medical Center
a few hours later for special-
ized attention. According
to police, the victim was cut
on her face, left shoulder,
fingers and hands, though it
is possible she may have sus-

tained further injuries.
“The wounds that the vic-
tim received are consistent
with defensive wounds,”
said Peaster. “There was
some difficulty getting the
ambulance to the scene of

There was blood all over her hair,
the car, and the pavement.”

the crime within the Bell
Street lot, and at least three
or four illegally parked cars
had to be towed in order for
the ambulance to reach the
victim.”

Custer was detained at the
Rutherford County Adult
Detention Center and was

eligible for bail as of last
night.

“It was a very unfortunate
incident,” said MTSU Presi-
dent Sidney McPhee. “I hope
that this will teach students
to make better decisions
when it comes to the park-
ing situation. [MTSU] has
more than enough parking,
and students need to learn
to plan ahead and come to
campus earlier so that they
can make it to class on time.
We are very sorry for what
happened to this young girl,
and we hope that she will
get well and make a quick
recovery.”

Custer is being charged
with one count of aggra-
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Palladium
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Alumni Drive from Greek
Row to Blue Raider Drive
will be closed this week for
final surface paving.

Alumni Drive from Blue
Raider Drive to Friendship
Street will be closed for
the fall semester for road
improvements.

With the closing of Alumni,
there will be no access
to the Library parking lot.
During the construction
period, the northern part
of the parking lot by the
Honors Building will be
changed from green to
white. The southern end
of the lot by Ezell Hall will
remain green for students.
You will not be able to
access the campus via
Womack Lane.

For more information, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~parking

Football game closes various parking lots

Administration advises students to walk to classes and
stadium to reduce traffic around south side of campus

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

Several parking lots will
be closed throughout the
day Thursday in prepara-
tion for the first home foot-
ball game against Troy.

The Kirksey Old Main
parking lot will be closed
at 2 p.m. for reserved park-
ing, the Reserved Officers’
Training Corps lot behind
Jones Haill will be closed
at 1:30 p.m. and will be re-
served only for faculty, and
the Greenland Drive lot will
be blocked off all day.

In addition to these
lot closings, both ends of
Faulkinberry Drive will
close at 4:30 p.m. and exit-
ing will only be permitted
through Blue Raider Drive.

The Nursing Building
curve lots will also close at
2 p.m. and will be strictly
reserved for media parking
only.

These lot closing have
added to a long list of park-
ing changes since the semes-
ter began.

“I think parking is hor-
rible,” said Danielle Cole,
senior recreation and lei-
sure services major. “They
should have waited until
later in the day to close all of

Photo By Alex Blackwelder, Photography Editor
Cars yleld at the newly built roundabout near the Rec Center.

the lots.”

Students in search of park-
ing are encouraged to park
in the Woodfin and Mainte-
nance lot and the Tennessee
Livestock Center.

Parking will be controlled
in the Woodfin and Main-
tenance lots at 2 p.m., and
only passes, credentials and
a current parking pass will
be accepted. For students
and visitors that don’t have
passes or permits, a $5 cover
charge can be paid for park-
ing.

The administration has

advised students to leave
their cars parked and walk
to the stadium or class in an
attempt to keep the campus
less crowded when fans ar-
rive at 5 p.m. for the 6:30
p.m. game.

“We try to encourage stu-
dents to walk to the game be-
cause traffic after the game
is terribly congested,” said
Nancy Weatherly, parking
services manager. “Campus
Police officers will be di-
recting traffic off campus as
best they can because any-
thing to decrease the traffic

on campus, especially dur-
ing a game, is encouraged.”

According to Weatherly,
all handicap parking will be
enforced, and no one will be
turned away from parking
in an appropriate space.

“There is always plenty .

of parking on campus,
just not convenient park-
ing,” Weatherly said. “The
Rutherford Boulevard lot
across from Greek Row has
1,000 spaces and there is a
bus service.”

“The key to the congestion
on campus is for students
and employees to park in
the perimeter lots and ride
the bus instead of sitting in
traffic, looking for a parking
space that may or may not
become available.”

As for future plans of a
visitor parking lot, Weath-
erly said that not enough
events are held during the
day, so the expense is “un-
necessary and pointless.”

“There are no [available]
parking spaces,” said Jer-
emiah McCrary, sophomore
recording industry major.
“I don’t think [closing off
parking lots] will affect our
education.”
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Flight
school
raises fee
prices

By ALEX MOORMAN
Assistant News Editor

It’s been nearly a decade
since the last fee increase,
but this fall, the aerospace
department will raise prices
to help battle rising fuel and
new equipment costs.

“We realize that any in-
crease of any type, be it flight
training, texsbooks or park-
ing passes, is an increased
hardship on students, but,
unfortunately, it is something
that we have to deal with,”
said Paul Mosey, chief aero-
space instructor at MTSU.

Mosey said that over the
years the flight school has
strived to keep the costs as
affordable as possible to stu-
dents, but a problem devel-
ops when universities have
increased costs of operations
and the equipment.

“We needed to adjust prices
to get back on track and get
operating costs under con-
trol,” Mosey said.

There are a couple of rea-
sons for the increase in fees,
but the main reason is be-
cause of fuel costs, Mosey
said.

“In January of 2004, MTSU
was paying $1.99 per gallon,
which prompted a modest
price increase for aircraft
rental, but in May 2008, fuel
costs went to $5.20 per gal-
lon,” Mosey said.

Mosey said that with a
$2 per gallon increase, 10
gallons per hour usage per
engine and 12,000 average
flight hours per year, it is easy
to see not only the increased
in losses in the future based
upon those numbers, but the
losses incurred over the past
two years when there was no
increase.

“All airlines are having to
add fees and increase prices
because of high fuel costs, so
I think it is something MTSU
needed to do,” said Laura
Alonso, sophomore aerospace
major. “The money for it has
to come from someone.”

“I think that the price in-
creases were necessary due to
the rising fuel prices and the
cost of the equipment,” said
Michael Moore, sophomore
aerospace major. “The school
can't be expected to just ab-
sorb the extra cost of fuel.
If that were the case, then it
probably wouldn’t be able to
provide the same level of ser-
vice it has in the past.”

“It’s difficult to have to in-
crease prices, but as the times
change, we had to face the
reality of the situation,” said
Wayne Dornan, chairman of
the aerospace department.

Mosey said that they con-
sider their flight school to be a
premier program offering the
best collegiate flight training
available in the country.

“I think that the changes
will end up helping aerospace
students get a better educa-
tion,” Moore said. “ Nobody
likes to have to pay more
money than they already are,
but I hope that the extra costs
will be worth it.”

In order to continue the

FEES, PAGE 4

A




2 SIDELINES THURSDAY, August 28, 2008

ASSAULT

FROM PAGE 1

vated assault, which is a Class
A felony and has a sentence
length of anywhere from 15
to 60 years.

Authorities are still looking
for anyone who might have
witnessed or heard the as-
sault in order to form a more
complete picture of,what ac-

CRIME BRIEFS

August 20, 2008 at 9:12

a.m.

Burglary

Tom Jackson Building

Subject called and said that some-
one was trying to break into her
room. They busted the dead bolt

August 21, 2008 at 1:22

et

Keathley University Center

Subject came to the station to file a
report in reference to her cell phone
being stolen

August 21, 2008 at 3:56

Pt

Todd

Faculty member called saying th:
someone had stolen items fron
faculty lounge

August 21, 2008 at 4:44

Pheti

Monohan Hall
Subject said that his bike had been

August 22, 2008 at 2:06

a.m.

Public Intoxication

Duds and Suds

Michael Sharpton, Daniel !

ols and Aphtaen Denton were all
issued with citations for public
intoxication and nael Sharpton
was issued a [

August 22, 2008 at 5:58

a.m.

Forgery

McFarland Health !

Dr. Womack adv

a student a presc

narcoltic prescript

stugent went to hav

tion filled, the student had hand
written a prescription for Lora-tab

August 23, 2008 at 1:56

a.m.

Underage Drinking

Alumni Drive

Michael Caroll and Christopher
Brickhouse were picked up for
Underage Consumption

August 23, 2008 at 6:09

p.m.

Assistance

Alumni Memorial Gym
Subjected needed assistance
removing key from exterior door

MURFREESBGRG S BEST

tually transpired Wednesday
morning.

Anyone with informa-
tion pertaining to the assault
should notify Campus Police
at 615-898-2424.

MPD also appeared at the
scene of the crime in response
to the 911 call.

“We are extremely thank-
ful to the Murfreesboro
Police Department for its

' August 24, 2008 at 1: 20

a.m.
Public Intoxication
i MTSU Boulevard
Adam Burton was cited for public
intoxicaton

| August 25, 2008 at 7:35

a.m.

Traffic

Michael Barker was issued a cita-
tion for driving on a suspended
license and registration violation

August 25, 2008 at10: 42

a.m.

Assault

Blue Raider Drive

Candace Winters was arrested for
aggravated assault

August 26, 2008 at 10:52

a.m.

Vandalism

Recreation Center Parking
Subject called and said that
someone has wiped bud on his
vehicle and wrote, “Park Correctly
Dumbass" in the mud. No visible
damage at this time

August 26, 2008 at 2:36

p.m.

Assistance

Ezell Hall Lot

Parking services requested an
officer to help them deal with a
subject who was irate about a park
ing ticket

August 26, 2008 at 3:52

?.m:
raffic
Greenland Drive

ubject repor
vas hit while

August 26. 2008 at 6:51

Poeti

Gore Hal
Officer flagged down b
theft in Gore Hall

August 27, 2008 at 1:12

a.m.

DUl

Mass Communications Lot
Charles Springer was charged
with DUI, driving without a license,
failure to obey a traffic control de-
vice, criminal trespass, registration
violation and failure to show proof
of insurance

assistance not only in this sit-
uation but in day-to-day situ-
ations, as well,” Peaster said.
“It is important, not only
for the staff, faculty and stu-
dents of MTSU to be able to
do our jobs as efficiently and
effectively as possible, but
also for the community. We
urge anyone with knowledge
about this incident to contact
us as soon as possible.”
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American Red
Cross stays open
for Labor Day

By FAITH FRANKLIN
Assistant News Editor

The American Red Cross
will stay open during the up-
coming holiday, as the need
for blood donations contin-
ues throughout the year.

This Labor Day, the
Murfreesboro Donor Center
will be receiving donations
from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m.

“We are open on most hol-
idays. Blood is needed 365
days a year, 24 hours a day,”
said Joette Philips, American
Red Cross communications
coordinator for the Tennes-
see Valley Region.

“It’s a good idea for the Red
Cross to be open on Labor
Day,” said Hayley Gholston,
junior pre-nursing major.
“A person can take a vaca-
tion from their job, not their
health; hospitals are still
open and people are still sick
and in need of blood.”

“It is important for the
students and citizens of Ru-
therford County to donate,”
Philips said, “because there
is a constant need for blood.
Every two seconds, someone
needs blood in America.”

Each blood donation has a
shelf life of 42 days, “which
means that it constantly
needs to be replenished,”
Philips said. “Usually it does
not stay on the shelf that
long.”

The Red Cross supplies 59
hospitals in the TVR with
blood everyday.

Keeping a constant blood
supply requires that donors
make donations a part of
their routine. If a one-time
donor increases his or her
donation two or three times
a year, it makes a big differ-

ence.

“Each donation has the
potential to save up to three
lives,” Philips said.

Students, faculty and staff
that will miss the Labor Day
drive will have two opportu-
nities to donate on campus
this September.

The MTSU Association of
Secretarial/Clerical Employ-
ees will sponsor a blood drive
on Sept. 9, and the School of
Nursing will sponsor one on
Sept. 15.

Both drives will be held in
the Keathley University Cen
ter from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.;
donors will have the oppor
tunity to win $25 gas cards
at each drive.

Thisupcomingblood drive
is one of the biannual drives
that the ASCE SpONsors as a
community service }‘I'U!L\I.

“It’s right here, it is simple
to do and it gives students
and faculty an opportunity
to save a life,” said Annettc
Merriman,
the ASCE.

To donate blood the Red
Cross requires a person t«
at least 17 vears of age
a minimum
pounds.

A Tennessee law that

coordinator for

weight ol

came effective Julv 1 allows
16-year-olds to donate blood
with written parental con
sent.

“We recommend that you
be in good general health

and feeling well the day you

come into donate,” Phillips
said.

For more information
the American Red Cross

can be contacted by calling
1-800-GIVE-LIFE or visiting
www.givelife.org.

Photo By Alex Moorman, Ass

istant News Editor
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From left to right, Charlie Gregory, Sidney McPhee, Sondra Wilson and Gene Fitch cut the ribbon for the new Recreation Center.

ewly opened Recreation Center

hosts ribbon cutting ceremony

By ALEX MOORMAN
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| two of the local groups play
ing live as students and visi
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Inflatables
while demonstrations

were scl L}
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given throughout the build-
ing to show students, faculty
and members of the recre-
ation center around the new
additions.

As the university expands
vou have to expand facilities,”
said Katy Ravburn, Graduate
student and
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freshman biology major.
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services just make more
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“Our student body has

grown so much in the last
couple of years,” said Chris
Wood, program assistant for
intermural sports at the rec
reation center. “The facility
we had just wasn’t big enough
and having the Wellness Cen
ter in with us will also be very
beneficial to students because
it’s in a more essential area.”
“My favorites are the new
cardio room and the aerobic
classes that they got 1o add,
Chelsea Odil, sopho
more nursing major. “It's a lot
of fun and I can already tell
that there are more people
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Along with all of those
changes the facility has also
added a family changing
room and a new improved
Outdoor Equipment Rental
area.

“The renovations give the
Recreation Center and the
Wellness Center a chance to
collaborate and produce pro-
grams that can really focus
on the Wellness of students,”
said Gene Fitch, associate vice
president for Student Affairs
and dean of Student Life.

“Now that the construction
is over, | think that we are re-
ally going to see a difference,”
Fitch said. “People just don't
like all of the dust and the
inconvenience  of
tion.”
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Comedy Central Comedian
performs at Murphy Center

By ANDREW M'NAMARA
Contributing Writer

Comedy Central come-
dian, Mike Birbiglia, enter-
tained over 2,000 students
during his performance in
the Murphy Center as part of
this year’'s Week of Welcome.

The show was sponsored
by the Student Programming
and Events office and free
to students and community
members.

Before the show began, the
pep band, dance team and
cheerleading squad held a
pep rally in an attempt to get
students excited about the
upcoming sports seasons.

During Birbiglia’s perfor-
mance, he told stories of awk-
ward situations he has gotten
himself into throughout his
career.

David Walker, senior re-
cording industry and Spanish
education major, said Birbig-
lia’s personal approach and
ability to relate to the crowd
set him apart from any other
comedian.

“It doesn’t look like he is
trying too hard, and he just
acts like a real guy,” Walker
said.

He was one of the young-
est comics ever on the David
Letterman show and a regu-
lar on Comedy Central pres-
ents.

Despite Birbiglia’s success,

he has never shied away from
college campus tours where
he honed his niche as the guy
next store comedian.

“The thing that’s fun about
college is that people have
seen me on Comedy Central,
and a lot of people who watch
are high school and college
students, and they know
some of the jokes and some
of the stuff,” Birbiglia said.
“It’s like we are on the same
page.”

While Birbiglia’s act con-
tained staples of his routine
such as the “Cracker, Please”

skit and the “Adventures of

Sleepy Carl and Wiffle Ball
Tony,” he debuted mate-
rial from his upcoming tour,
“Sleeping While Standing.”

Birbiglia explained the con-
cept of his new tour through
adventures he while
sleep-walking during intense
dreams, which once caused
him to jump out the window
of a La Quinta Inn in Walla
Walla, Washington.

Mike Ignomirello, sopho
more electronic
munication major, said that
the sleep-walking story and
the remedy for the condition
of the

h.l\l

mass com-

was the funniest part
\h()\\

“He was hilarious,” Igno
mircllu said ['ve heard
before on CDs and stuff
live, by far, was the best

Birbiglia’s next

to By Alex Blackwelder, Photography Edit

Mike Birbiglia previews material for his upcoming tour.

mance will take place at Za

nies Comedy Clubin Nash

ville on Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m.,,

with an admission of $18.

One-In-Teen provides answers
and haven to sexual minorities

By COURTNEY WATSON
Contributing Writer

One-In-Teen Youth Ser
vices, a non-profit organiza
tion in Nashville, is seeking
to expand its membership in
order to assist sexual minor-
ity youth by creating support
and leadership opportuni-
ties.

Founded in 1989, One-
In-Teen serves gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender and
questioning youth from ages
14 to 22 in middle Tennessee
and southern Kentucky.

“The attendance at a typi
cal meeting is between eight
to 14 people,” said James Vin
cent-Hutf, a board member
of One-In-Teen.

Anyone can attend One
In-Teen meetings, held ever)
Wednesday evening from
6:30-8:30 p.m. at 617 Hart
Lane, as long as they meet the
age requirement. It is also
recommended that they be
gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gender, questioning or inter-
sexed.

“The most rewarding part
of One-In-Teen for me is be-

Photo By Alex Blackwelder, Photography Editor

Will Thomas tles down one of the Diamond DA40 new models.
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In order to continue the
tradition, Mosey said they
would need to provide excel-
lent training to their students
in order to prepare them
properly for a career in so-
phisticated aircraft.

“We need to keep up with
the latest, most advanced,
state-of-the-art  equipment
ourselves, Mosey said.

Some of the new equip-
ment the department recent-
ly purchased were eight new
Diamond DA40 glass cockpit
aircraft.

“They are considered the
most advanced, single engine
training aircraft available
anywhere,” Dornan said.

“I think that it is impor-
tant to be able to train on and
learn with up to date equip-

ment,” Moore said. “Aviation
is very technology oriented
and things are constantly be-
ing updated.”

To figure out appropri-
ate amounts to charge stu-
dents and compare qual-
ity of equipment, Mosey
said MTSU studied various
schools across the country
that had similar sized aero-
space programs.

“We were also well below
the Tennessee Board of Re-
gents approved amounts that
we could have been charg-
ing,” Mosey said.

“Flight time isn’t cheap and
with all the advances being
made in technology, newer
and more updated equip-
ment is needed to better pre-
pare students for when they
graduate and get jobs,” Alon-
so said.

ing able to reach out to the
younger generation so  thal
they know hat they  have
a place the tnd be

themselves with
of judgnicn \Vineent-Hutt
said.

“The way people can help
out the organization is to vol-
unteer their time, volunteer
as a sponsor or donate mon
ev, \incent-Hulf said

One-In-Teen
fundraisers such as vard sales

\\.I\!"k'\

A:\H |‘U|«|\

and car and corre
sponds with sponsors in or
der to generate funding for its

mectings and social events

he groups Web site, ong
N Ceh ore, provides mto
idbion forin ._\:L-I}"\‘\m-.
On upcoming events and 11
fOration on nding the
mectings

I'd like One-In-Teen to

grow as an organization and

O l‘.npdll”\ get more L\L-(\i\]k

to attend and to be mnmvolved,

Vincent-Huff said.
One-In-Teen h(‘;‘\\ (O grow

in membership and sponsor

ship in order to keep provid
ing a safe haven for sexual
minority vouth.
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HOW MUCH DID YOU

SPEND ON DECORATIONS?

THURSDAY, August 28, 2008 SIDELINES S

IS ROCK STAR STILL
YOUR DREAM JOB?

BASED ON VOTES FROM
MTSUSIDELINES.COM.

Photos By Alex Blackwelder, | hy Edite

(Above) Dorm rooms like Corlew resident Ryan Hulsey's can be decorated for very cheap.
(Right) Corlew residents Stephanie Keys and Megan Devens fixed up their room at an affordable

price.

By MADI FLOURNOY

nbuting

[t'sthebeginning ol anew school

vear, and that means MTSU stu
dents are moving into new dorms,
apartments, condos, houses o1
heaven forbid, cardboard boxes
As vou all know, being in col
|L'}1\ does not come x!x\\‘.i' SO Stu
dents are sometimes forced into

decorating and furnishing these
newfound homes on a tight bud
gel

Fortunately, there are some lo
cal businesses that accommodate
a nearly-empty wallet

A few of thesc |‘l.|\\ S, \L1L|1 ds
Goodwill, T Marshalls
and The Salvation Army, have an
that
burn a hole in the 'ole wallet, but

Maxx,

assortment ol items won t
can still liven up an empty space
that you can be proud to call
home.

].l\‘\

maijor, moved into his first house

Durio, a senior nursing

this year.

} (

“l1 shopped at thrift stores,
Goodwill and The Salvation
Army especially for furniture
Durio says.

But wait, what about Wal-Mart,
Jack?

“Their stuff just breaks,” Durio
SAaVvs.

Furniture is great, but what re
ally adds flavor to a living space
are the little things.

Hit up your local Dollar Gener
al for these small items. The store
has a variety of kitchen utepsils,
cleaning supplies, picture frames
and small, decorative itéms that
though small, add great empha
SIS.

If you can’t afford anything big
or small, fear not.

Just remember, someone else’s
trash is another man’s treasure.

Durio lives by this saying, and
found his new couches on the side
of the road.

“If there is no water damage,
then my buddies and I just take

U

it, Durio savs.
Once vou have all the portable

items in -place, then it’s time to

worry about color.

Joann’s and Hobby Lobby are

that

paint with a huge range of colors

two stores have affordable
but also offer the most simplistic
meet students

lori Cramer.

ones that

preter
ences like

Cramer, a sophomore, deco-
rated her bedroom with only two

colors, black and white. She also
used vintage posters and a $20

comforter from Target

'hev had a great selection

Cramer says. “I always look in the
clearance and sale isles
Scott

Adams \H|’l)nmnl'\ mu

sic business major, is spending

|

his second year at college in a

dorm. His room, also known as
the “comfort dungeon,” gives Ad
ams a nice place to relax outside
of class

happy,” Ad

Farget keeps me

ams says. “But even the cheap
I

These T-shirté are just a few examples of the work the men of Legacy Ink carry out.

DGET

...f0 this!

things add up.”

And because of this, Adams and
his roommate decided to do some-
thing that wouldn’t total much at
all. The two decorated their dorm
room with music posters from
floor to ceiling for a price we can
all agree with - free.

Every time the roommates at-
tend a concert, they politely take
down one of the many paper fly-
ers or posters that are in abun-
dance once the show is over.

Free is for me,” Adams says.

lhough concerts and thievery
may not be for everyone, the ex-
ample Adams and his roommate
set is one to follow when working
on a tight budget. You don’t have
to fork out the big bucks to have a
flavorful room.

Durio knows all about follow-
ing Adam’s example.

“The other day there was a pile
of perfectly clean mattresses lean-
ing against a dumpster ready to be
thrown away,” Durio explains. “So

I took 11 of them to lean against
the walls of my music room so
that they absorb the sound.”

But if picking up objects on the
side of the road is too scary, try
the stores previously suggested.

There are three Goodwill stores
in Murfreesboro, one on Memo-
rial Boulevard, one on Old Fort
Parkway and the other on Shel-
byville Highway. T] Maxx is lo-
cated on Old Fort Parkway. Mar-
shalls is on Thompson Lane.

The Salvation Army has two lo-
cations, one on West Main Street
and one on Mercury Boulevard.
Target is located on OIld Fort
Parkway.

And then there’s always Wal-
Mart. I'm sure you already know
where that is.

So remember, you don’t have
to empty your funds on a room,
house or cardboard box. There
are plenty of ways to save money
and keep your room from looking
like a department store layout.

MTSU

make

rads
a

legacy

By LAURA RAINES
Contributing Writer

As the masses at MTSU approach
December’s graduation, many are
worried about the job availability in
our unstable economy. Graduates
will attempt to enter the job force,
and without their parents’ credit
cards, the prospect of the real world
is scary.

Fortunately, though, as proven
by three MTSU graduates, needing
someone else to hire you is not nec-
essary for a job.

Those former students, Troy
Cheairs, Pete Patel and Semaj
Thomas, decided to create a busi-
ness of their own.

That business, Legacy Ink,
is a screen-printing company

born in the minds of the three as
undergraduate students living in
Monohan Hall in early 2000. They
came to college from different areas
and backgrounds, but found each
other through the love of fashion.

“We all met in our first fashion
class,” says Cheairs, who has been
screen-printing since 2001.

Cheairs started out in the record-
ing industry, but had changed to
fashion merchandising by the end
of his sophomore year.

“[Fashion merchandising] has al-
ways been something in the back of
my head that | wanted to do, but I
guess it just came out when I got to
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LEGACY

FROM PAGE 5

the point of really figuring
out what I wanted to do with
the rest of my life,” Cheairs
says.

Each of the guys brings a
different aspect to the table
with their majors and ex-
perience. Patel, a business
administration major, re-
members his favorite class,
business policy.

“It was one of the classes
that I enjoyed taking,” Patel
says. “The professor made
you think a lot and there is
no right or wrong it was just
think and write it down.
There are not a lot of business
classes like that.”

Cheairs still keeps in touch
with his mentor, Professor
Teresa Robinson.

“She’s a wealth of knowl-
edge,” Cheairs says. “Plus you
can tell she cares more about
what a student is trying to do
more than just, ‘here’s a test,
take a test, keep carrying on.’
Personally, 1 love her. She’s
cool.”

They began humbly in a
small Nashville basement.
Since then, Legacy Ink has
come a long way. The team’s
current project is a clothing
line called Lovers and Fight-
ers, a line they began to de-
velop as undergrads. The
clothes are available at the
Legacy Ink’s main location
on Church Street and at Hang
Time on Clifton Avenue in
Nashville.

“We took a big step of faith
coming here, and we still are
because being young and be-
ing without financial back-
ings, everything is done on a
shoestring budget,” Cheairs
says.

But with all business comes
conflict. When asked how
they handled spouts, Cheairs
cites loyalty, trust and re-
spect.

“No matter what we've done
outside of this, I feel like we’ll
still be friends. Personality-
wise, we just click,” Cheairs
explains.

Patel says it’s a group ef-
fort. o

“Everybody gets to say
their piece and you just have
to prove your point,” he says.

The alumni are looking for

Photo Courtesy Legacy Ink
photo shoot.
“Just doing this is a means

of getting our ideas out 100
percent on our own,” Cheairs
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Technology and

A b
1{ -1

o 3GB (max. 42D

\d}ﬁ\
wanting to start a clothing
line, which we have done, but

HP Pavilion dv9819wm Ente

tashion for your mobile, digit

ssten

“We came into this

memory

|
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to do is work with bands,” 5 Chat facetotace ontine Wit T
Cheairs says. 23 teqrated webcam-

Legacy Ink searches for ¢ e

people, like themselves, who
want to produce individual
style. The storefront is filled
with its own shirt designs and
campaign shirts for the up-
coming presidential election.
In a few months, however,
things will be very different.

“What we are trying todo is
create a lot more [shirts] and
basically black out the win-
dows and create a retail shop
in here,” Patel says. “There’s
nothing like that around here
where the shirts are printed
downstairs and for sale up-
stairs.”

Rapid Release is another
idea formed by Legacy Ink.
Certain shirts will be printed
in small amounts, and after
about a month, will be dis-
continued. New designs will
come out right after the pre-
vious ones.

Also in the works is a new
line of MTSU shirts.

“Sooner or later, we will try
to get MTSU’s license,” Patel
says. “All the stuff available |
at the bookstores is nice, but |
it could be better.” ‘

They envision moving away
from strictly game day appar-
el to a more comfortable and
trendy look like Afliction that
will become a common sight
on campus.

“That is a gap that needs to
be filled,” Cheairs says.

The Legacy Ink story is one |
of determination and dream |
realization. Today the three ‘
business partners are thriv- |
ing at their Church Street lo- ’
cation. '
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OPINIONS

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Fighting over parking
IS immature, reflects
poorly on our campus

After the unfortunate in-
cident on campus today, it is
easy to assume that this was
an isolated case of road rage,
perhaps brought on by stress
or due to the increasingly-
frustrating parking situation
on campus.

Campus parking has be-
come such a cliché scapegoat
that we might as well just de-
vote a weekly column to it.
While there truly are situa-
tions in which people legiti-
mately have a right to com-
plain about parking, such as
professors’ spaces being taken
up by green-permit cars, most
of our parking complaints are
good ole’ fashioned whining,

First of all, let’s start off
with the obvious. Someone
was stabbed today. Over a
parking spot. A PARKING
SPOT! Are you serious? Re-
ally? Has it come to this? Are
we really to the point where
entitlement overtakes all
semblance of common sense,
causing people to pull weap-
ons on each other so that they
can get to Peck Hall on time?

Even more, it has been re-
ported that the ambulance(s)
couldn’t even get into the Bell
Street lot, blocked by illegally
parked cars driven by (we're
assuming) frenzied students.
Carsallegedly had to be towed
so that a student—who had
just been stabbed—could be
helped. ’

So lets get the story
straight. An-argument over
an alleged parking dispute
led to a stabbing. The ambu-
lance, blocked by illegal stu-
dent parking, couldn’t help
the victim. It has, it seems,
come to this,

While we certainly hope
that today’s* assault was an
isolated, fluke attack, wereally
need to address the real prob-
lem here — laziness. There is
plenty of parking on campus.
Anyone who states otherwise
should really amend his or

her argument to say “there
is not enough 20-feet-away-
from-the-building-my-class-
is-in parking.” There is a huge
difference.

Yes, it sucks to rush to
class when you overslept and
have 10 minutes to make it
from the Rutherford lot to
the KOM, but you are more

likely to get there on time if

you just suck it up and park
in the outer lots, rather than
clogging up the inner arteries
of campus with last-minute
traffic angrily trying to find
that “close” space.

Buses are still an issue. It
is incredibly annoying when
you do get to school early
and wait at a bus stop, some-
times for 20 or 30 minutes,
with nary a bus in sight. This
needs to change, and will
change, again if people stop
driving through the middle
of class during busy times of
the day.

If we all walked from the
outside would
probably be a more mel
low bunch of students. We
would also be healthier. We
wouldn’t fight over park-
ing spaces. And we certainly
wouldn’t have to endure any
tickets or stab wounds.

So which comes first—the
chicken or the egg? Students
parking in outer lots, hoping
for the buses to gain some
semblance of accountability,
or the buses improving their
reputation and students,
then, learning to depend on
them?

The point is this—no mat-
ter how long the bus may take
to come, or how infuriat-
ing waiting on them may be,
there is always a way to get to
class. Walk. Run. Skip. Just
wake up earlier and get to
campus with time to spare.

Just don’t resort to weap-
onry to solve your problems.

lots in, we

Officer’s safety speech
borders on harassment

Personal networking sites
like Facebook and MySpace
can be dangerous, especial-
ly for minors.

This isn’t a revolution-
ary concept — harassment,
stalking, cyber bullying.
Anyone who uses these sites
is well aware of the conse-
quences of irresponsible cy-
ber surfing.

The ones in the worst
positions are the underage
users. Personally, anyone
under the age of 16 who
wants to operate on these
sites should do so under
the strict supervision of an
adult.

With supervision of an
adult, maybe incidents like
Megan Meier — the 13-year-
old who hungcd herself after
St. Louis native Lori Drew
and her daughter ruthlessly
harassed Meier, allegedly
resulting in her suicide -
wouldn’t happen.

Despite the fact that Drew
has not been found guilty of
the charges brought against
her, she is undoubtedly
guilty in the public eye and
has been sentenced to live
out the remainder of her
wretched existence as a so-
cial pariah.

So to battle injustices
like the one suffered by the
Meier family, it makes per-
fect sense to target minors
for social site security train
ing. Across the country
- both physically and digi-
tally
and lectures are being held
about how to have fun on
the Internet and maintain a
strong level of safety.

These informational
courses are absolutely nec-
essary, but bweing called
a “slut” in front of your
entire high school seems a
little extreme — too bad for
about six or seven students
at Windsor High School in
Windsor, Colo.

During a student body
lecture about Web security

seminars, speeches

Yeah, Whatever
Andy Harper

and safety, John F. Gay III,
a Wyoming police officer,
displayed students’ MyS-
pace pages, photos and
comments, causing one
student to leave the seminar
crying.

“He told the entire stu-
dent body that he had
shared her info with a sex-
ual predator in prison, said
Ty Nordic, whose daughter
Shaylah Nordic’s MySpace
page was put on display,”
reported Fort Collins Colo-
radoan.

“Shaylah Nordic said Gay
told the student body that
the predator said he would
masterbate to her picture
and then ‘tear her apart.”

Leaving a room in tears
seems pretty justified for
Shaylah. Imagine the sce-
nario for a moment.

As if it isn’t mortifying
enough to know that some
sexual deviant now has
your image ingrained into
his brain to use as he choos-
es, obtaining that knowl-
edge in front of your entire
school instead via a private
conversation multiplies
the humiliation a hundred
told.

And to top the entire situ-
ation off, Gay proceeded to
show the Windsor High
body Shaylah’s cell phone
number. According to Shay
lah, she has been receiving
text messages from Pk'()l“k‘
she doesn’t even know.

Officer Gay should im-
mediately be removed from
teaching seminars in safety
and forced to attend semi-

nars in sensitivity.

Another student, April
Riggs, told the Colorado-
an that her page was also
displayed and mocked by
Gay. Apparently, the offi-
cer pointed out pictures of
April and her “best friend”
locking arms and claimed
that they were “touching.”

Of coursetheywere touch-
ing. They had their arms
around each other, they're
friends, and one friend with
their arm around another
friend is on the low end of
the spectrum of scandalous
social networking site pho-
tos.

The direct bastardization
of a high school friendship
into a lesbian love affair
isn't educational - it’s ha-
rassment.

Rick Porter, principal of
the school, said he was dis-
appointed with how Gay
presented the material — de-
spite being previously in-
formed that Officer Insen-
sitive. would use Windsor
students’ profiles as a part
of the presentation.

“l am apologizing to
everyone who was embar-
and humiliated,
Porter said. ‘But 1 do not

rassed

apologize for the message

of Internet safety. It’s a very
good message.”

In the meantime, Shaylah
and April will have to sur
vive the rest of their high
school careers. It may not
seem like such a major deal
to their teachers, adminis
trators or Officer Gay, but
as one student told the Col-
oradoan, “It’s ruining their
high school years. That’s
not something that people
will just forget about.”

Hopefully a noose isn't
looking too appealing to
any of the Windsor
dents.

stu-

Andy Harper is a journal-
istm major and can be reached
at sah3u@mtsu.edu.

FAGES
IN THE
CROWD

What do you
think about
the new
roundabout?

Neff

“So far it seems like people
are going too fast. I'm

afraid of it...[and] am going
to ride my bike to campus.”

Kate Neff, senior »
electronic media

Strader

“It needs better signs.

A lady came around the
wrong way and almost hit
me.”

Lisa Strader, freshman
chemistry

*| think it should be called
the ‘circle of death’ and not
the ‘roundabout.””

Lisa Paul, senior
education
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Morganna was having a hard time finding

a new house due to all the neighborhood witch
programs
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Senior defensive tackle Trevor Jenkins (97), who has started a team-high 25 consecutive games, will lead the Blue Raiders against SBC-rival Troy. Last season Troy gained 551 total yards against MT.

MT opens season with Battle for the Palladium

Blue Raiders looks for first victory of ‘08 and to avenge last season’s 45-7 loss against Trojans

By CHRIS MARTIN

Sports Fditor

After months of conjec
turing, debating and antici-
pation, Bl R.Hd(l football

will kick off the 2008 football
season today against Sun Belt
C onlerence II\JI Il'('\.
NMiddle
coach Rick Stockstill, who is
working with a team that will
return less than half its start-
ers from a year ago, said he's
looking forward to the home
opener against the Trojans.
‘We are excited about this

[ennessee  head

cason,  Stoekstill said. “I'm
very pleaseds with our team
and the way we have prac-
ticed, especially the last four

or five davs. Our sense of ur-

gency and practice tempo has
really picked up.”

[he last time the Blue
Raiders met the Trojans, Troy
handily defeated MT 45-7 on
its home turf in MT’s last
game of the season.

“I hate how that game end-
ed last year against Troy, so
I'm very excited about this
opportunity,” MT senior de-
fensive tackle Trevor Jenkins
said.

The Trojans will look very
different from the team that
destroyed the Blue Raiders a
year ago. Gone from last year’s
squad is 2007 SBC Offensive
Player of the Year quarter
back Omar Haugabook, as
well as six other players who

made either the AII-SBC first
or second team.

“We have a lot of produc
tion to replace on both sides
of the ball,”

['roy head coach
Larry \

Blakeney said
also have a new quarterba
so we will have to see hoy
play.

laking Haugabook’s place
will be sophomore Jami
Hampton

thrown

Hampton  has
only 11 passes in
career.
However, MT players are not

quick to dismiss Troy based

his short collegiate

on its quarterba s la
experience

| \im‘?
about

KNOw
Hampton|, and
ally doesn’t matter,” Jei

Are you going to the game?

Game day at Middle Ten
always been a
special time. It brings about

anxiety that only a blindside

Nessee !Ll\

tackle on an opposing team’s
quarterback can cure.

I'hat’s right, football season
Murfrees-
boro. Surprisingly, it is here
in a big way. Maybe the new
crop of freshmen have al-
ready bought into being “All
In.” or maybe the returning

has returned to

students are finally showing
thei ,|||c§.1i.|llu'\ towards the
Blue Raiders

Fither way, the hype sur
rounding tonight’s game is
something only true fans can
Marketing
can only do so much when

bring. Athletic
it comes to bringing people
Sometimes, it just
takes the average MT student

o f.Lllll"'~

to look across the room at
somebody they don’t know
and simply ask, “Are you go-
ing to the game?”

In years past, the question
would be met with a few gig-
gles or a complete blow off,
but lately the answer to that
question couldn’t be printed
in this newspaper because it
is usually a curse word fol-
lowed by the word “yes.”

I'He excitement is pure and
genuine towards our football
team, even though there are
still skeptics walking around
our campus. The occasional
Southeastern Conference
chool hat and T-shirt are still

on this campus, along

with the sporadic sounds of

The Lowedown
Richard Lowe

students verbally claiming
their ties to the Volunteers,
(‘Ul]lllll)d(”‘k‘\ or Crimson
lde.

I do have to say the fun-
niest encounter | had this
week involved me wearing a
throwback MT football uni-
form and walking into the
KUC Grill. There, I saw sev-
eral football players minding
their business, eating break-
fastand making conversation.
[ also saw a guy decked out in
his finest UT apparel look
ing at me like I was an alien.
Since he continued to stare, |

decided to introduce myself

and ask him if he would be in
attendance this Thursday. He
replied saying that he heard
our football team “sucked.”
Instead of getting upset and
going on the defensive, I sim-
ply stated, “why don’t you see
for yourself?” After explain-
ing to him he can get into
the game for free, he said he
would give it a shot.

That conversation is prob-
ably the best example to ex-
plain the mentality of our

dcp.lrlmcnl. AS a university
that is fairly voung as far as
playing on the top level of
college football, the Football
Bowl
thing our teams want vou 1«
do is give them a shot

For too long, | have hea

Subdivision, the onl

people criticize MT athlet
ics as teams that suck. Sin

MT joined the Sun Belt Con
ference in 2000, it has won
conference titles in
women’s basketball,
ball, track and field (indoon
and outdoor), baseball, men’s

football

\M“L !

tennis and soccer while win
ning a national champion
ship in men’s doubles tennis
(Marco \Hdl'x‘\l‘-
Siljestrom). For new fans of

Born and
MT, the history is rich, but it
is fairly short, as well.

['he PIIHI| 1s there that the
Blue Raiders can be and have
been successful, but if a team
wins and no one is around to
see it, how can anyone enjoy
it?

Think of it like dating. Big-
time programs want you to
marry them the moment you
see them, no questions asked.
MT is just asking for you to
give them a chance and let it
grow from there. That’s my
kind of girl ... I mean, uni
versity.

To be clear, it’s not a crime
to be a fan of another school
while attending MT. The
problem occurs when you
talk negatively about the uni-

GAME, PAGE 9
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rback
\ nave two great quar-
backs, and whoever the
oaches believe :..’,i\\‘\ us [hC
t chance to win is fine
team,” senior receiv

\&lid.
fortunate to have

OO0 ones.

rick Honevcutt

between Troy
ind MT, known as the Battle
for the Palladium, will deter-
mine who gets to take home
the Palladium Trophy. MT
cads the series 11-4, but the
rojans have taken the tro-

ne cach of the past

[ game

ladiam Trophy sits
e il vear '(YHL[.\

It never leaves

QAL 1d

my office when we are in pos-
session of it. It means a lot to
our program and our players,
and we do not want to give it
up.”

The Blue Raiders are anx-
ious to return the trophy to
Murfreesboro for the first
time since 2005, when MT
beat the Trojans 17-7 in Troy.

“[Former MT defensive
tackle] Jeff Littlejohn in-
formed me of the tradition
when I first got here, but our
rivalry with Troy goes be-
yond that,” Jenkins said. “It’s
a passionate rivalry, and I'm
looking forward to playing
them.”

The game is scheduled to
begin 6:30 p.m.

Predictions for the second-half of MT’s football season

Last week, Sidelines previewed the first half of the upcoming football season.

By CHRIS MARTIN

Oct. 11 at Florida Interna
tional Golden Panthers

CrOlder
nedariv |
Vhiami
FIU st ha
20 before
tive at the hiel
|l'i_f(' football. It
[“I'U\L'(i this season, however
C\]‘(\l.l”\ on oflense nere
the Golden Panthers return
nine starters. Even though

this game will be plaved in
Miami, the result shouldn’t
be too much different from
last year's meeting between
MT and FIU, when the Blue
Raiders did all their scoring
in the first half vet still won
47-6.
MT 45-14

Oct. 18 at Louisville Cardi
nals

Fhe last meeting between
the Blue Raiders and the Car
dinals produced an exciting
58-42 affair that saw MT be-
hind by only three points at
the half. Of course, Ml

Wds

unable to keep up with the

incredible Cardinals’ offense
1 the \\\(Ilhl Il.l“.

'he Cardinals will be
vithout quarterback Brian
Brohm for the first time in
four vears. However, his re-

ement, Hunter Cantwell,
to be one of the better

n the NCAA in

twell will %\' \\Urk

ATICTDACKS

rent cast than
1£0 as \\I\IC
Douglas and

s well as tight
arnridge won't

wisville this sea-

straight
'wight Dasher and Joe

the second
r, |
radd

lhc
Blue Raider offense through

dock should move

Louisville’s notoriously po

rous defense with relative
case, but the Cardinals’ of-
fense will prove to be too

much with the thunder and
lightning duo of Brock Bo-
len (238 Ibs.) and Bilal Powell
(7.8 yards per carry last sea
son) and Cantwell’s excellent
arm.

If this
Murfreesboro,

game were in
MT might
pull off the upset, but unfor-
tunately for the Blue Raiders
they will be playing in the
unfriendly confines of Papa
John's Stadium.
Louisville 42-28

Oct. 25 at Mississippi State
Bulldogs

If there is one game that

has upset written all over it,
it's the MT-MSU matchup.

MSU will be in the thick
of its SEC schedule and will
be coming off a road trip to
Knoxville the previous week.
I'he Bulldogs would be wise
to not overlook MT who, if it
can at least give Louisville a
scare the previous week, will
be looking to put together a
run at the end of the season
to stay competitive in the
SBC-championship race.

MSU gathered eight victo-

ries in 2007, but four of those
wins came against the likes
of Ole Miss (3-9 in 2007),
Football Championship Sub-
division (FCS) competitor
Gardner-Webb (5-6), Tulane
4-8) and UAB (2-10). The
Bulldogs also return only
10 starters, five on each side
of the ball, and they gave up
more than 2,000 yards rush-
ing last season.

MSU’s passing game prob-
ably wont be very prolific
in 2008, either. MSU’s start-
ing quarterback, sophomore
Wesley Carroll, only com-
pleted 52.5 percent of his
passes and threw seven inter-
ceptions against nine touch-
downs.

Further improving the Blue
Raiders’ chances is the fact
that the Bulldogs return only
one starter on the offensive
line with three sophomores
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FROM PAGE 8

projected to start there this
year. Dasher, Tanner and
Desmond Gee should run
all over MSU while Jenkins,
Chris McCoy and Wes Ho
facker apply constant pres
sure to Carroll.

MT 24-21

Nov. 8 vs. Louisiana-Mon-
roe Warhawks

The last time these two met,
bOth teams left their defenses
on the bus.

MT snatched the 43-40 vic-
tory after Bradley Robinson
returned a kickoff 89 vards
with 45 seconds left in the
game in a contest that saw
both offenses combine for
more than 1,100 total yards.
The Warhawks will be look
ing to avenge that loss by d¢
feating the Blue Raiders in
Floyd Stadium.

ULM, along with ASU, i
one of the up-and-coming
teams in the SBC. The War
hawks return 14 starters (si»
on offense and eight on de
fense) and they finished the
2007 season strong,

After dropping its first four
games, ULM finished the sea
son on a 6-2 run, including
wins at Alabama and at FAU
to finish at 6-6.

One hlg difference between
this year and last is that the
Warhawks will be without
star running back Calvin
Dawson, who was a
last season. Dawson is

senior

the

third-leading career rusher in
the SBC with 3,378 yards.
In 2007, Dawson gained 247

ticketmaster

OUTLET

225 B Industrial Bivd.
Lavergne, TN
615-471-5022

’ A

Bring your College ID to the
box office and get discount
tickets starting at just $20!

Half price beer and soft
drinks on all College Nights
through first intermission!*
*Must be 21 years or older to purchase or _r“K'uw

alcoholic beverages on Sommet Center pr
Please drink responsibly. www dontservetesns gov

nashvillepredators.com

combined rushing and re
ceiving yards against the Blue

Raider defense, but he wasn't

the only plaver who gave M1
a difhcult time. Senior quar
terback Kinsmon Lancaster

completed 24 of 38 passes for
264 vards to go along with his
138 rushing yards. It should
be interesting to sce how
well the offense runs against
the Blue Raiders considering
that, outside of senior tackle
Larry Shappley, ULM doesn’t

lineman

have an offensive
with starting experience. M
can win this one, but ULM is
a dangerous opponent

MT 35-28

Nov. 15 at Western Ken- eat MT for a second \H.Hg:lll

tucky Hilltoppers ir for three rcasons: this
[he Blue Raiders are st time Dasher won't be mak
trying to erase the memon ing his first collegiate start
of last vear’s | st WK U, the Hilltoppers
Hilltoppers. MT fans replacing four of their top
hoping fresl tacklers from a vear ago
Gendreau can | lIng leac ! ler An
101 1 ( | (
I )
thH
FBS
WKI
| f‘i'v" I NOY 2 vs. North Texas
1 o1 \"Lr“‘.(l!k'(“
to beat the Blue Raids liscover
years contest, W} { d-vean
t’l(.l-iui quarterova
of senior Dav

\H}‘fhﬂﬂ )|

threw a co
compared |
I‘II',('&J:
Hi”hl]{‘}’(?\ \
the Blue Rai
their numer

rusn

‘\('C}‘L'i S and

tack, but they w

WITH THE
e NESHVILLE
PREDFRTORS

#39 GOALTENDER
DAN ELLIS

Thu Feb 12

: Thu Feb 26
- vs. St. Louis

vs. Phoenix

Thu Mar 12
vs. NY Rangers

Thu Feb 18
vs. St. Louis -

Thu Mar 5
vs. Columbus

Thu Mar 26
vs. San Jose

perty -

%

615-770-PUCK

e e B

’

1
1

Junior linebacker Danny Carmichael returns to anchor MT's line-
backing corps in 2008. He collected 55 tackles in 2007.

in SBC history, r¢ spectively.
UN weapons
on offense, such as senior re-

|\.1‘~ sOome

ceiver Casey Fitzgerald, who
caught 111 balls for 1,322
yards and 12 touchdowns in
2007 to lead the SBC in all

three categories. The prob-

lem with UNT is that for
every touchdown it scores, it
gIves up two. [.ast season, the

Mean Green scored an aver-
4.8 points a game while
ndering 45.1.

1 lot of hype sur-
rounding Dodge’s son, fresh-
man quarterback Riley, but
unfortunately he doesn’t play

«I’. fense [H\{(i l)Udg - hd\
done nice job recruiting,
eight three-star play-
rding to rivals.com,
p of freshmen
LC RJI\’L'I'\
years,
d for an
18]
Game
FROM PAGE 8
AN
\ f1 said
I n

LOOKING FOR
CLASSIFIEDS?

This game should be a
high-scoring affair, but MT’s
defense should hold the
Mean Green offense in check,
while the Blue Raider offense
amasses some gaudy num
bers.

MT 48-31

Dec. 3 at Louisiana-Lafay-
ette Ragin’ Cajuns

A year ago, ULL dashed
MT’s hopes for a chance to
P];l\' in the New Orleans Bowl
when it the Blue
Raiders 34-24 at Floyd Stadi
um in the next-to-last game

defeated

of the season.

Quarterback Michael
Desormeaux demolished the
M'T
racking up*175 rushing yards
and 152 passing yards. In fact,
the Ragin’ Cajuns ran all over

defense on his way to

the MT defense, averaging 6.5
yards a carry.

ULL doesn’t pass the ball
much, but since Desormeaux
isn't a great passer (55 percent
completion rating, 10 touch-
downs and 10 interceptions in
2007) and the running game
is such a weapon, it doesn’t
need to relv on the pass. ULI
had two 1,000+
in Desormeaux
and All-SBC first team selec-
tion Tyrell (1,021).
The Ragin’ Cajuns were so

vard rushers
1,141 vards

Fenroy

successful on the ground they
averaged 5.6 vards a carry as
aleam

1

ng ﬂl‘ﬂi’l&"‘rl 1s, Ul L's \‘\“
fense was as bad as its offense
was f_i\“ld this past season.

th

up an averag

Ragin® Cajuns
146.7

sive yards an oumng this past

gave

offen-

vear, but the defense played

well against the Blue Raiders,
only allowing 256 total yards
while preventing MT from
scoring in the fourth quarter
after ULL was down 24-21 at
the end of the third frame.

The key for the Blue Raid-
ers in this game is to establish
the run. ULL is very small
on the defensive front and if
the offensive line can push
around ULLs small line-
men, MT should be able to
score at will. However, if last
year's game is any indication,
the Blue Raiders are going to
have some problems with the
Ragin’ Cajuns dynamic rush-
ing attack.

ULL 35-28

Projected record: 7-5 (4-3
SBC)

MT is a very young team
that is lacking depth in many
areas, and
teams are difficult to judge.

Whether or not the Blue
Raiders will have success this
season hinges on a number of
factors, but most importantly
whether or not they can re-
cover from losing some of
the school’s all-time greatest
players on defense (Walden,

those types of

Jones and Robinson), if they
can find some depth on both
the offensive line and in the
receiving corps, and if they
can get some early contribu-
tions out of this year’s recruit-
ing class.

If MT responds positively
to those three Pninl\. it could
very well contend for the SBC
championship, but if it can’t
find the depth it needs, the
Blue Raiders could Anish in
the bottom half of the confer-
ence standings

now is, “Are you going to the
:__'.LIHL"( '
Lowe i1s a

Richard senior

electronic media journalism

major. He can reached at I'I('Il-
.4'({‘"

wer@gmail.com
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WWW.MITSUSIDELINES.COM
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Kicking game, defense looks to improve

By CASEY BOWMAN
Assistant Sports Editor

Floyd Stadium’s 75th sea-
son is set to begin Thursday
night as the MT Blue Raider
football team opens the 2008
season against the Troy Tro-
jans in the annual Battle for
the Palladium.

MT will be bringing some
new faces to the field. A lot of
unanswered questions loom
about the Blue Raiders on
offense and defense. Here’s a
bit of what you can expect to
see.

On Special Teams

With a decent kicking
game, last year might have
been the second straight year
that the Blue Raiders went to
a bowl game. But, that wasn't
meant to be. Inconsistencies
in the field goal department
were MT’s Achilles heel. This
year, however, it seems there
is reason to breathe now dur-

ing PAT’s and Field Goal at-
tempts, as freshman Alan
Gendreau showed a steady
leg during the offseason, and
has the ability to split the up-
rights from 50 yards without
a problem. :
Punter David Defatta will
be focusing solely on that as-
pect of the kicking game this
season, which should help
him improve upon his per-
formances last year, where he
was impressive. Defatta led
the Sun Belt Conference last
year with 20 punts inside the
opponent’s 20-yard-line and
carried a solid overall average
of 40.9 yards per punt.
Returning kicks could be
interesting this year as well
with the always dangerous
duo of Desmond Gee and
Phillip Tanner handling
the duties. Both possess the
speed and field awareness to
make things interesting this
year. If Troy is not careful,

one of these guys will be tak-
ing it to the house. Wide Re-
ceiver Patrick Honeycutt will
be handling punt returns to
open the season. Honeycutt
is great at staying shifty in
coverage lanes and could be a
legitimate threat.

On Offense

MT has yet to even name a
starting quarterback for their
matchup with Troy, not that it
matters as both Joe Craddock
and Dwight Dasher are more
than capable of handling
their own in the pocket.

The Blue Raiders’ big con-
cerns are with the offensive
line. Sophomore sensation
Mark Fisher is out until at
least the midway point of the
season with a torn labrum.
Redshirt freshman Jake Pad-
rick was on tap to start at
center this year after an im-
pressive fall camp, but has
been declared out for the

season with a knee injury.
MT will bring a young and
certainly unproven core into

its matchup with Troy, and if

MT is going to have any suc-
cess against the Trojans, then
these players will have to step
1t up.

For the first time in a long
time, however, the Blue Raid-
ers seem to have a decent
looking lineup at the wide
receiver position. Honeycutt
will lead a group of talented
weapons who just might sur-
prise some folks this year.
Freshman Sancho McDon-
ald was switched from quar-
terback to wide receiver in
the summer and has shown
flashes of greatness in prac-
tice with his athleticism.
Freshman Malcolm Beyah
is another name to keep on
the radar, along with Michael
Cannon, Eldred King and
Chris McClover, who should
all see some significant play-

ing time this season.

Gee, who has been a great
slot receiver and playmaker
for MT since his arrival in
2006, has been given the
starting job at running back,
but don’t be surprised to see
him incorporated back into
the passing game if needed.
If that happens, then Phil-
lip Tanner is waiting in the
wings to carry the rock.
When healthy, Tanner has
been a very productive player
— just ask Louisville.

On Defense

The Blue Raider defense is
poised to be one of the better
units in the Sun Belt. With a
lot of returning players with
experience in Defensive Co-
ordinator Manny Diaz’s sys-
tem, look to see some strong
performances by this group.

The defensive line will be
anchored by Trevor Jenkins,
who is literally the heart and

for ‘08

soul of the lineup. Look for
defensive end Wes Hofacker
to make a splash this season,
as well. On paper, the depth
of the d-line is in much better
shape than last season.

The one question mark for
this defense is in the line-
backing corps. Linebackers
Danny Carmichael, Andrew
Harrington and Ivon Hick-
mon were all on the field last
year, but at times were in-
consistent in tackling. If this
unit has improved, then the
defense will not have many
weaknesses at all.

Arguably the best unit for
this team will be the sec-
ondary. Cornerbacks Alex
Suber, Rod Isaac, Ted Riley
and Marcus Udell could be
labeled as the best squad in
the conference. The safety
position is also in good hands
with Jeremy Kellem and An-
thony Glover*teaming up to
shut down offenses.

- 2008-2009
MEN'S BASKETBALL

NOV 1
NOVE
NOV 14
NOV 16
NOV 21
NOV 24
DEC 2
DEC7
DEC 11
DEC 15
DEC 17
DEC 20
DEC 21
DEC 22
DEC 31
JAN 3
JAN 8
JAN 10
JAN 15
JAN 17
JAN 22
JAN 24
JAN 29
JAN 31
FEBS
FEB7
FEB 12
FEB 14
FEB 19
FEB 21
FEB 26
FEB 28
MAR 4
MAR 7

TREVECCA
TENNESSEE

@ VANDERBILT
HOUSTON

TROY

@ BELMONT

@ UALR

@ TROY
NORTH TEXAS

HOUSTON BAPTIST

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (EDWARDSVILLE)
TENNESSEE-MARTIN

UC IRVINE @ SPRINGFIELD, MO.
NORFOLK STATE SPRINGFIELD, MO.
@ MISSOURI STATE

@ NORTH TEXAS

@ SOUTH ALABAMA

FLORIDA ATLANTIC

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL

@ WESTERN KENTUCKY

ARKANSAS STATE

@ NEW ORLEANS
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE
LOUISIANA-MONROE

@ HOUSTON BAPTIST

SOUTH ALABAMA

@ FLORIDA ATLANTIC

@ FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL

WESTERN KENTUCKY

SUN BELT CHAMP - FIRST ROUND

SUN BELT CHAMP @ HOT SPRINGS, ARK.
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