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Legislation gives $82 million for suicide prevention

By Alex Miller
Staff Writer

Congress approved The
Garrett Lee Smith Memotial Act
on Sept. 9, earmarking $82 mil-
lion over the next three years to
fund suicide prevention pro-
srams for youths. Some of the
mouney is specifically designated
for colleges and universities.

The Substance Abuse and
Mental  Health  Services
Administration will be in
charge of the money. The
agency will dole it out in three
disbursements.

The largest chunk — $55 mil-
lion — of the original $82 mil-
lion will go to states and
American Indian tribes to create
youth suicide early intervention
and prevention programs.

A $12 million chunk will
fund a national center to over-
see suicide prevention pro-
grams and study the causes of
suicide.

The remaining $15 million
will be granted in matching
funds to help colleges and uni-
versities develop programs to
identify at-risk students and
offer counseling to them. For

every dollar an institution raises
for these programs, it will be eli-
gible for matching funds.

Basically, SAMHSA will give
“a big pot of money” to each
state, said Keith Taly, staff mem-
ber for Representative Bart
Gordon, D-Tenn. Institutions
will apply to their state govern-
ments for a portion of the block
grant, he said. Gordon spon-
sored the bill in the House of
Representatives.

“We don’t know how big the
individual grants to schools will
be,” said Danna Lichtenberg,
legislative assistant for Gordon,

explaining that many of the
nuts-and-bolts details of how
the bill will be implemented
haven’t been determined.

The bill passed easily
through Congress. The U.S.
Senate approved it unanimously
on July 8. The U.S. House mod-
ified it slightly, requiring
parental consent before elemen-
tary and secondary students can
participate in school-sponsored
programs. The house approved
it on Sept. 9 with a wide margin
of votes: 352-64. It went back to
the senate, where it was
approved by a voice vote.
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Now the MTSU Center for Popular Music features historical Tennessee musical memorabilia.

Center for Popular Music ;
receives regional collection

By Laura Lindsay
Staff Writer

The MTSU Center for Popular
Music received a collection of sheet
music, records, songbooks and other
archives relating to Tennessee history by
donation from John Mitchell, a former
history teacher, in April.

The collection is significant because
of the span of time it covers and its con-
tents. It is available as a resource to stu-
dents and as an educational tool for

teachers throughout Tennessee schools.

“This collection is nice because it
gives us the early, early pieces from the
mid-19th century,” said Lucinda
Cockrell, an archivist for the Center. “It
is an excellent compliment to our col-
lection and is great in and of itself
because of its thematic value.”

There is a noteworthy sub-group of
songs relating to the Scopes trial,
Cockrell said. The 1925 Dayton, Tenn.,
trial is famous and historically signifi-
cant because it tested the teaching of

evolution in Tennessee schools. John
Scopes, a high school biology teacher,
was charged with illegally teaching the
history of evolution. Cockrell said she is
not aware of another collection with a
section on the high-profile Scopes trial.

Songs and recordings were made
after the trial focusing on the evolution
theory and the controversy surround-
ing it. Among those Mitchell donated
are the sheet music titles “Darwin’s

See Music, 2

Every Tennessee senator and
representative voted to adopt
the bill.

“This is a much happier day
for me than it was one year
ago,” Sen. Gordon Smith,
R-Ore., said after the senate
approved the bill, according to
the Congressional Record.

The original title of the bill
was the Campus Care and
Counseling Act.

The senate renamed it in
honor of Smith’s son, who killed
himself one day prior to his
22nd birthday.

The Heritage Foundation, a

conservative think-tank, also
questioned the effectiveness of
these programs.

“The emotional tug of this
legislation notwithstanding, the
benefits of suicide prevention
programs remain unclear,”
wrote Alison Fraser and Keith
Miller of the foundation.

According to the Center for
Disease Control, in 2001 the
suicide rate for 15-24-year-olds
was 9.9 percent, significantly
lower than the rate for people
85 and older: 17.5 percent. ®
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Conference offers
team-building, fun

By Hillary Robson
Staff Writer

The second annual MT
Leadership conference will be
held Oct. 1, 2004 in the
Tennessee Room of the James
Union Building.

The all-day event focuses on
encouraging involvement in
student organizations, net-
working, team building and
developing strong leadership
skills while having fun.

The highlight of the confer-
ence will be the keynote speech,
“Getting Your Team Into Gear,”
from CampusSpeak activist
Lori Hart Ebert.

Ebert has served as a Greek
advisor and dean of students at
colleges across the country and
promotes student activism. She
has been actively involved with
student affairs and campus life
for more than 10 years and
understands the unique needs
of college students.

“I'm not hired as a speaker to
come in, present information
and leave the campus,” Ebert
said. “My goal is to present
information in a fun manner
and get everyone in the audi-
ence involved.”

Involvement in on-campus
and off-campus student organi-

zations is not the only focus.
There will be a variety of team-
building workshops and con-
current sessions that are sure to
interest students of all back-
grounds.

Sessions include money
management, utilizing the prin-
cipless of Dave Ramsey’s
“Financial Peace;” “Robert’s
Rules of Order,” highlighting
tips on helping organizations
run more smoothly, presented
by MTSU student Ashley
Elizabeth Graham; promotion
of events and activities; ethical
leadership; establishing priori-
ties and a session on trust and
teamwork hosted by Scott
Pruitt from campus recreation.

The Greek New Member
Academy will also be at this
year’s conference, introducing
new members and informing
interested students about Greek
organizations and student
activities.

Ashley Lynique King, a jun-
ior early childhood education
major and Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority member, plans to
attend.

“I think the Leadership
Conference is beneficial,” she
said. “It can help people learn

See Conference, 2

Professor contributes introduction to book about Nashville

By Hillary Robson
Staff Writer

David Eason, director of the
Siegenthaler Chair of Excellence and
professor of journalism and media
studies, has contributed the introduc-
tion to photographer Bill Rouda's book
Nashville's Lower Broad: The Street that
Music Made.

Eason's introduction serves as the
narrative behind black and white pho-
tographs that document the scene of
lower Broadway between the 1980s and
the 1990s.

The introduction provides a com-
prehensive history of Broadway, from
the Grand Old Opry's years at the
Ryman Auditorium through the
decades that followed the Opry's move
to Opryland in 1974.

Outside of the Opry's influential
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Why didn’t you go

shadow, the 400 block of Broadway
became a strip of smoky honky-tonks
and pornography shops and a haven
for prostitutes and the homeless.
Nevertheless, fledgling singers and
songwriters continued to make their
first stops on Broadway to seek fame.

A self-proclaimed "child of the rural
South," Eason moved to Nashville in
the '80s and became a frequenter of
lower Broad. He was approached by
Rouda around 1996 to pen the intro-
duction.

"When I had the opportunity to see
his photographs, I was much taken by
their rawness and romance," Eason
wrote. "Bill had captured the street
starkly but with the affection of an
insider." Eason spent time exploring
the history of lower Broadway. "I
learned the most about Broadway by
just hanging out and talking casually,"
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This week’s poll question at
www.mtsusidelines.com

to MTSU’s opening game?

he wrote.

The research
Eason conducted
reflects both the
places and peo-
ple that shaped
the Music City
scene.

Stories of

Tootsie’s Orchid

Lounge,  The

Eason Music  City

Lounge and Robert's Western Wear
along with the songwriters and musi-
cians that found their starts there are
entertaining and insightful.

Most of the places that Eason
describes no longer exist outside the
memories of the many that frequented
them.

Eason documents the carnival feel
of the ‘80s, leading up to the construc-
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tion of the convention center and the
slow emergence of a corporate pres-
ence. By the mid-90s, observers saw a
new, hip crowd crawling the streets.

BR549, the rockabilly band that
found their start at Robert's Western
Wear, signed a record deal with Arista
in a fairy tale-esque success story.
Lucinda Williams, Steve Earle, Gillian
Welch and the Del McCoury Band are
only a few of the acts that came to
Broadway and helped fuel the success
of others.

But success stories are not the only
highlight to Eason's introduction. It is
the stories of the people that never
quite made it that make the story of
Broadway all the more real.

He spent a great deal of time with
John and Lois Shepherd, a married
couple who spent seven years at the
Music City Lounge as songwriters and

performers.

Shepherd found fame to be terribly
brief in 1979 as the voice of Miller
Beer's slogan "If You've Got the Time,
We've Got the Beer." Shepherd tells
Eason, "I came to Nashville to be a
singer, not a squallet, and I ended up
squalling. Out-shouting the drunks,
that's what I do. But I came here to be
a singer."

The book, published by
Smithsonian Press, is available at all
major booksellers.

In addition to Eason's introduction,
Lucinda Williams and Bill Rouda con-
tributed to the foreward.

Eason's other publications include
Critical Perspectives on Media and
Society, where he served as second edi-
tor. He has also published several essays
and articles on the subject of mass
media and popular culture. ¢
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Pondillo discusses TV programming

By Erika Decker
Staff Writer

In the second installment of
the Pop Culture Honors Lecture
series, the speaker discussed
whether or not television pro-
gramming should “spark con-
troversy.”

Bob Pondillo, electronic
media communication profes-
sor, delivered a lecture titled
“The Power of Ideology and
Racism in Postwar Television”
Monday in the Paul W. Martin
Sr. Honors Building.

Pondillo’s lecture was based
on the so-called “Golden Age”
of television, the period during
the early to late 1950s when tel-
evision was still relatively new,
and the programming was not
yet restricted because there were
not yet any rules.

In the lecture, he discussed
writer and actor Rod Serling’s
struggle to bring to television
the story of the murder of 14 -
year-old  Chicago  native
Emmett Till and the elements of
society at the time that would
not allow his story to air.

“[Till] goes to visit his

cousins in the delta of
Mississippi,” he said. “His
cousins, on a dare, ask him to go
into this little shop used by the
sharecroppers ... and see if he
can get a date with a white lady.”

Pondillo explained how the
man who owns the store and his
cousin find out about the inci-
dent, track down Till, then kill
him and throw him into a local
river.

The storeowner and his
cousin were acquitted of the
murder charge and set free.

The murder of Emmett Till
occurred before any of the
events of the civil rights move-
ment had occurred.

Till's death was possibly the
catalyst that began the civil
rights movement, according to
Pondillo.

Serling believed that televi-
sion programming should be
“an agent of change to spark
controversy.” This was what
Serling set out to achieve with
his screenplay about Till, Noon
on Doomsday.

Serling composed a screen-
play about a 19-year-old black
man who was murdered by two

Meet MTSU’s
SGA senators

By Alex Miller
Staff Writer

College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences

Kim Concialdi is a sopho-
more serving her first term on
the SGA.

She belongs to the Kappa
Delta sorority and the Phi Eta
Sigma honor society.

Her agenda for the fall is to
make the university safer, “get
more people involved on cam-
pus through activities and
establish more MTSU tradi-
tions.”

College of Liberal Arts

Adedoyin Adeyeye is a sen-
ior serving her first term on the
SGA.

She belongs to the Pi Sigma
Alpha honor society and the

campus branch of the NAACP.

Adeyeye wants to make stu-
dents more aware of the SGA.
“I've come to notice that most
students do not really know so
much or anything about the
SGA,” she said, “and this is a
shame because the SGA is sup-
posed to be the voice of the
people.”

Katie Crytzer is a junior and
a first term senator.

She belongs to the Kappa
Delta sorority and is vice presi-
dent of the campus chapter of
the Phi Eta Sigma honor socie-
ty. She has served on MTSU’s
Student Judicial Board and
Traffic Court, two bodies affili-
ated with the SGA.

This fall she “would like to
see the SGA encourage and fos-
ter more pride and spirit in the
students who attend MTSU.” @
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white men in a fictional town in
Georgia, Pondillo said. He
pitched it to the ad agency that
liked the story, but they wanted
nothing to do with the racism
issue.

Serling rewrote the show to
be about the murder of an eld-
erly Jewish man.

This script was approved,
but then Serling talked to a
reporter who asked if the story
was based on the Till story.
Serling indirectly acknowledged
this, and the basis for his script
was made public, said Pondillo.

The sponsors for the show
threatened to back out of the
project if the writers did not
modify the script. The execu-
tives also informed Serling that
the script can bear no resem-
blance to the Till murder. Again,
the script was changed.

The plot had to be moved
from its original setting in the
South, and any cultural refer-
ences to the South had to be
removed as well. Also, it was no
longer about a Jewish man, but
a man from the “old country.”

Pondillo discussed the rea-
sons why the story was unac-

ceptable to the sponsors and
those who were in control of the
networks.

The reason the show was not
allowed to run was because its
main idea that there was cor-
ruption in the law system did
not agree with the accepted ide-
ology of the time that American
justice was fair and balanced.

“The American legal system
says justice is color-blind, no
man is above the law, fair and
impartial justice, every citizen’s
rights, you do the crime you do
the time,” Pondillo said.

Pondillo said that the execu-
tives and corporations knew
that they were selling good will
and an image, and if a particular
show goes against that, the
American people don’t like it.

Pondillo concluded that
Noon on Doomsday was an
effort to demythologize the
myths of justice that America
had.

But it was the corporations
that controlled the ideas and
decided that society was not
ready for the social myths to be
shattered.

Continued from |

leadership skills they can use-
later on in life. It might be
something I can use in my
classroom or carry over into
Alpha Kappa Alpha as a mem-
ber or potential officeholder.”
Deana Raffo, director of
leadership development,
encouraged students from all
backgrounds to register.
“Everybody can benefit
from leadership development,”
Raffo said. “We can all grow

personally, and this conference
will allow students to enhance
and enrich their leadership
skills.”

Raffo also pointed out an
open forum question-and-
answer session between stu-
dents and several important
MTSU administrators, includ-
ing vice president of student
affairs Bob Glenn, Student
Government Association presi-
dent Jon Stewart and partici-
pants from Alumni Relations
and Athletics.

Breakfast, lunch and confer-
ence materials will be provided
for the $15 registration fee.
Students already involved in a
student organization can
request student activity fees to
fund attendance if a request is
filed today. Most students can
request an excused absence
from class to attend. The regis-
tration deadline is tomorrow.

The conference will be held
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m, and
students are welcome to attend
the entire day-long conference

" Photo by Micah Niller | Staf Photographer

Bob Pondillo discusses controversial television program-
ming throughout history for honors college students.

Conference: Breakfast, lunch to be provided

or they can stop in as their
schedules allow.

More information can be
found online at
www.mtsu.edu/~mtleader/new
s.htm, including registration
applications and a complete
schedule of events.

Students can also visit the
office of leadership develop-
ment in Keathley University
Center, Room 306.
Registration is limited to 300
students, so be sure to reserve a
space early. ®

Music: Musical history preserved at MTSU center

Continued from |

Monkey Trot,” “Evolution” and
“Don’t Monkey with
Evolution,” which holds a 1925
copyright. Among earlier
pieces which were written
before the trial are “Evolution
(or the Darwinian theory)”
copyright 1885, “Evolution
March” from 1902 and “Too
Thin (or Darwin’s little joke)”
from 1874.

MTSU history professor
and co-director of the Public
History program Rebecca
Conrad said that these
resources can be valuable to
teachers, who can integrate the
materials into their lesson
plans.

“By looking at these you can
get your students to focus on a
particular issue and think

about it in light of the values
and attitudes that were in place
at that particular time,” Conrad
said. “We work with teachers
to help them develop material
to use in the classroom. We
consider history as an integrat-
ed discipline that includes
social studies, but also sociolo-
gy, anthropology as well as
civics and government.”

“You can use this as you
could any document to read
the past — to get into the past
rather than seeing what hap-
pened then as divorced from
this day,” Conrad said. “You can
see where some of those under-
lying issues and tensions came
from that are still with us
today.”

Conrad said the history
department works with the
Center for Popular Music

because its collection is a slice
of history that cuts through
time and is a valuable record of
American culture.

She said it is interesting
because it doesn’t tell you
exactly what happened, but it
tells you how certain people
perceived things.

Mitchell said he compiled
this collection by concentrat-
ing on a systematic overview of
history  beginning  when
Tennessee became a state, pro-
ceeding from the Civil War
period to the state’s centennial
in 1896. He then moved
through the vaudeville period
and toward the turn of the 20th
century.

The collection of sheet
music covers many genres.
Among them are waltz, blues,
ragtime, country, folk, ballads,

instrumental and rock and roll.
Among the record collection
are recordings of “Tennessee
Waltz,” “Belle Street Blues,”
“Chattanooga Choo Choo”
and “On Top of Old Smoky.”

The collection spans to
include recordings by Eddy
Arnold, Chuck Berry, Johnny
Cash, Bob Dylan, Red Foley
and Dolly Parton.

Mitchell said he believes
that as well as the music, the
artwork that goes with the
pieces is interesting and of
value.

He believes the Center for
Popular Music is a good home
for the collection.

“The collection is no longer
mine,” he said. “I am hoping
that someone will take my pas-
sion to the next level.” @
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tobacco firms colluded
to hide smoking dangers

By Nancy Zuckerbrod
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON - Tobacco
companies, desperate to main-
tain their hold on tens of mil-
lions of American smokers,
worked together for decades to
deceive the public about the
dangers of cigarettes and to
encourage the young to start
puffing, government lawyers
said Tuesday at the start of a
racketeering trial.

Justice Department lawyers
pointed to numerous state-
ments by industry executives
that created doubt among
smokeis about whether the
habit was harmful and whether
they really needed to kick it.

“Defendants’ strategy of
denial worked, and they knew
it,” Justice lawyer Sharon
Eubanks told U.S. District Judge
Gladys Kessler.

The government wants new
restrictions placed on the
industry and is seeking $280
billion it claims the companies
earned through the alleged
fraud, a record amount for a
civil racketeering case. Tobacco
lawyers say such an amount
would bankrupt the companies,
and the government isn't enti-
tled to any money.

The defendants are Philip
Morris USA Inc. and its parent,
Altria Group Inc.; R.]. Reynolds
Tobacco Co.; Brown &
Williamson  Tobacco Co;
British American Tobacco Ltd,;
Lorillard Tobacco Co.; Liggett
Group Inc; Counsel for
Tobacco Research-U.S.A.; and
the Tobacco Institute.

The companies will present
opening statements Wednesday.
Philip Morris attorney William
Ohlemeyer said the industry
had heard all the evidence the
government put forward
Tuesday in previous cases.

He said the government’s
case is too focused on past
behavior to succeed.
Ohlemeyer, who denied fraud
had occurred, said it would be
impossible for the government
to prove future wrongdoing is
likely to occur, which the law
requires.

“Cigarettes aren’t sold the
way they were sold in the past,”
Ohlemeyer said.

He noted agreements worth
$246 billion that the industry
reached with all the states in the
late 1990s imposed sweeping
restrictions on how cigarettes
are marketed. For example,
companies can’t rely on bill-
board, transit or cartoon ads;
the government alleges have
been used to attract teens.

The Clinton administration
filed the lawsuit in 1999, and
the Bush administration pur-
sued it after receiving early crit-
icism for openly discussing the
case’s perceived weaknesses and

attempting unsuccessfully to
settle it.

The government has spent
$135 million on the case so far.

Scientific studies dating to
the 1950s said smoking could
lead to cancer and other health
problems. In 1964, the U.S. sur-
geon general issued a report
linking smoking to lung and

larynx cancer and chronic
bronchitis.
Still, the government’s

lawyers pointed to numerous
statements in which tobacco
executives denied such links.
They showed Joseph Cullman,
former chairman of the Philip
Morris board, saying in a 1971
television interview, “We do not
believe that cigarettes are haz
ardous. We don’t accept that.”
Justice said the
industry created now-shuttered
organizations to rebut findings
about smoking and the dangers
and to

lawyers

of secondhand smoke
conduct public relations cam
paigns to create uncertainty
about whether
harmful.

“The problem to them was
that the public might stop
smoking because of health con
cerns, Justice lawyer Franl
Marine said.

Justice lawyers pointed
internal memos to try to show
cigarette-makers knew they
were being deceitful

In one from the early 1960s
an R.J. Reynolds

smoking was

scientist
Rodgman, said, “The statist
data from the smoking he
studies are almost universally
accepted.”
Eubanks reminded U.S

District lll\igt Gladys Kessler of
a highly publicized congres
sional hearing in 1994 when the
major executives of the tobacco
companies testified that they
believed smoking
addictive.

“Internal documents show
that they were aware of nico-
tine’s effects on the brain,”
Eubanks said.

She pointed to one Brown &
Williamson document that stat
ed the “reduction or deletion of
nicotine ¢ould be the death to
us.”

With regard to targeting
teens, Marine, pointed to an
internal Lorillard document
from the 1970s that discussed
one of the company’s brands
and stated, “The base of our
business is the high school stu-
dent”

Marine said the companies
need to hook teens to stay in
business, since that’s when
many smokers take up the
habit. He said the tobacco com-
panies continue to market to
teens but in different ways,
largely through magazine ads or
in-store advertising. 4
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Cracker Barrel indicted in Texas PAC investigation

) L : . majority in the Texas House for and RoBold were charged with
House Majority leader not indicted the  first  time  since unlawful acceptance o% corpo-
Reconstruction. The GOP later  rate political contributions. The
By April Cast ittee formed by US. Hous used its majority to redraw eight companies were charged
Jori fer Tom DeLay [exas’ congressional districts to  with making illegal political

Delay, a Texas Republican,  favor Republican candidates. contributions.

I'hose charged included
three members of Delay’s PAC,
fexans for a Republican
John Colyandro,
James Ellis and Warren RoBold.

Ellis

money

DeLay was not questioned or
subpoenaed as part of the grand
jury investigation.

Calls to the Lebanon, Tenn.-
based Cracker Barrel, the other
defendants or their lawyers were
not immediately returned. @
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From the Editorial Board

Step up, stop sadness:
Actively prevent suicide

Given that suicide is a leading cause of death
among young people and that it is virtually the only
cause of death that is 100 percent preventable, it's
refreshing to see the U.S. Congress step up to the
plate and appropriate a serious amount of money
toward the study and prevention of youth suicide.

The reasons that cause students and young people
in general contemplate suicide vary widely: pre-exist-
ing mental problems that could be triggered by
stress, constant and ongoing social isolation, aca
demic, extracurricular and work-related rigors, sub
stance abuse, and so on.

Although one study points out that the rate of sui
cides are no higher amongst college students than
they are among young people who do not attend col
lege, the campus atmosphere provides an opportuni
ty to pinpoint and attempt to treat students that may
be at risk.

Part of the problem is the very nature of many at
risk college students: They aren’t the types to have
open mental breakdowns, or worse, to attempt to
Seek help on thIr own for d&'P!'L‘\\l"I‘u Or Stress.

Experts have noted that a good portion of college ‘
students who commit suicide are quiet, socially with

drawn and generally do not make their presence ‘

and in turn, the problems they may be having )

known very loudly i
This is why a pro-active approach is essential s

that young people who could use counselir

made very aware of counseling services availab

with a more immediate crisis
Put another way, if the flu were the seco
ing cause of death on a college campus, ev:
student would be given flu shots and plenty
cautions about how to avoid it.
Given that only accidents cause more deat
suicide, it's commendable that Congres
enough about the subject to try to do something ’
about it. It's money well spent. ® 4'
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Trust in a bottle: lower the drinking age

The legal drinking age should ‘
be lowered from 21 to 14. Let the
revolution begin. {

Think about it for a moment. I
How much more comfortable
would you feel at the Shell station i
if you were actually showing your ‘
driver’s license instead of your sis-
ter’s bovfriend’s cousin’s license? ‘

No jnngcr would you have to
pretend you were from places like
Wyoming or Connecticut. You
would have the new found free-
dom to smile and wave at the offi-
cer in the gas station on his third
snack break who is scowling at
vou

lime management 1s another
thing that would be gained from
this law. Instead of spending time
making fake identification cards,
to find one, vou could
efforts things
home

or trving
focus VOLLL on
nobody does ll\fw" say,

WOrs
It is absurd to have a law that
igent basis and that is

\ nossible to enforce

Evervboc vho wants to drink
Irea i t doesn't matter 1f
you a i o1 It vou can't get 1t

omeonc

consistently  out-perform the
American students on tests.
If the students from the

European countries are hung over
while they are taking the tests, then
the results sure haven't been affect-
ed.

who think alcohol is the devil, I am
sure that you are against this.
However, if you look at it from the
perspective that now there will be
more people to target and protest
against, then you should find this
appealing

however, a number of reasons for
empowering the youth of our
nation with some beverage free-
dom.

to teach Puyph' how to dl'lnk
before teaching them how to drive.

Ine is obviously much more

The Bottom Line

" Trey Porter
Staff Columnist

“[To lower the legal drinking age]
...would eventually produce a more

¢ mature, responsible youth in our
country.”

tries have not faltered. In fact, they

Now for those of you out there

I realize 14 is young. There are,

Teenagers get the freedom to

drive at 16. I think it is important

1

for if
t vou can't drink

ortant than the other,

Congress holds key
to next four years

Almost C\'L'l\(hm}l we see or hear
the
November revolves around who will

dl\ﬂlll :.:L'I]L !.Il C]L‘L'(lnn n
be occupying the Oval Office for the
next four years.

Despite the overwhelming atten
tion deservedly heaped on the race
for the presidency, it is just as impor
tant to give heed to the congressional
seats on the ballot in 2004

A president can enact little —if any

of his agenda if he is unable to gain
the support of Congress. Many gov
ernment observers, myself perhaps
chief among them, complain often
about the bloated federal government
budget.

While votes cast for president do
affect the federal budget to an extent,
votes cast for representatives and sen
ators largely determine the financial
path the country will take

Congress controls Uncle Sam’s
purse strings. [ am torn on the cur
rent makeup of the house and senate
While the tax cuts recently passed
were a breath of fresh air, Congress
has also capitulated to the president’s
very un-conservative
spending programs.

As a true conservative, |

domestic

some
times wonder where I can turn when
Republicans start wasting money on
wolves disguised in sheep’s clothing
such as prescription drug entitle-
ments. All that said, however, | have
true optimism about the course of

| the country. Republicans currently

[ ( ongress 1o

Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor
from all readers. Please e-mail letters
to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and include your name
and a phone number for verification.
Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters.
We reserve the right to edit for
grammar, length and content.

[—

own a 23-seat advantage
Democrats in the U.S. House and a
slim advantage in the U.S. Senate, and
there appears to be hope that the next
four years could return more power
and responsibility to the people as the

ovel

president promotes his theme of an
“ownership society.”

The large social spending in
President George W. Bush’s first term
stems directly from the whole “new
tone” he attempted to bring to
Washington, He felt if he pushed
spend money like
Democrats, as is evidenced l“‘ record
increases in education spending and a
new Medicare entitlement, that
members of the opposite party would
suddenly look at Republicans favor-
ably.

Obviously, that plan has backfired;

Common Sense

~

Democrats still spew the same tired
attacks they've always used, accusing
Republicans of stealing from chil
dren, senior citizens, blacks or any
other group they think can’t survive
without government aid.

I'm hoping the president, along
with Republicans in Congress, realize
the futility of trying to please
Democrats and return to true conset
vatism in the next four years

Social Security must be changed
from the fraud it currently
allow citizens to have
their
Government must release its clutch of

is and
more control
ovel own retirements,
the United States’ health care system
and return it to the private sector
['hat is just the tip of the iceberg.
Perhaps the government could
tricks

Bredesen, who

few from
Phil
unlike his Republican predecessor,
actually seems to respect the taxpay
for A few cuts here and

there can be a good thing, and they

even learn a

Tennessee Gov.

crs now)

are long cverdue on a lot of the mess
that is the federal budget.

I'hink long and hard about who
you support for Congressional seats;
don’t allow your vote to be swayed by
politicians promising government aid
that is nothing more than the adoles
cent stages of socialism, Both parties
are guilty of robbing taxpayers to
fund wasteful social programs to gain
voltes.

However, in 2004, I am optimist
that the GOP is returning to its fiscal
philosophical roots. If I'm wrong, my
future support for I{q‘lll\ll\.m con
gressional candidates will be shaky at

best. @

Randall Thomason is a junior mass
communications major and can be
reached at rthomason@raiderrepubli-
cans.com.

So full of hate?
Bring it on.

slopinio@mtsu.edu

then you're in trouble.

At 14 a person is old enough to
see a PG-13 movie, so why can't
they have a brew?
though, at 14 one can make a con-
scious decision whether to have an
alcoholic beverage or not.

The 14-year-old will begin his
or her drinking habits in their
home. This will provide them with
a responsible, monitored setting to
begin to learn the do’s and don't’s
of alcohol.

The home is a much better
place to learn those lessons than
the fifth floor of Cummings Hall.

This law would eventually pro-
duce a more mature, responsible
youth in our country. Instead of
getting alcohol only when you
truly get freedom from home, one
would grow to understand the
benefits and dangers of the drug.

For those true drinkers out
there, you could actually separate
yourselves from the posers. Once it
becomes legal to drink, a huge
number of people would actually
stop, because if it's legal, then it

—— Letters to the Editor

can't be that cool.

This is not a change that can
happen overnight. Underage
drinkers of America, unite! This
can be our generation’s great
cause, our great achievement. Call
your senator and petition your
friends and neighbors.

With things like terrorism and
conquering other nations on our
country’s agenda right now, it will
be difficult to get this issue into the
national spotlight. If we work
together we can succeed!

The arrest rates for driving
under the influence will fall. The
underage consumption tickets will
fall. You will never have to meet
your sister’s boyfriend’s cousin.
You will never have to pretend you
have blue eyes when you have
brown eyes.

The bottom line is that by drop-
ping the legal drinking age to 14,
America will be a better place.®

Seriously

Trey Porter is a junior journal-
ism major and can be reached at
yellowcardsweep@yahoo.com.

No need for privatization

As a former reporter and columnist for Sidelines, I've got to
give Matt Anderson kudos for his great article there!

I need to do a little "truth squadding” if you'll allow it here
on perhaps the main point of Justin Owen's argument — Social
Security. It's an issue 1 wrote on for Sidelines and am very
familiar with.

The Republican argument is that it needs to be privatized or
taxes need to be increased to keep it going. Not true! Well, per-
haps under this administration that's the case since the deficits
have been so high that President George W. Bush is raiding the
surplus funds now to pay for things in his massive budgets and
people's wages have declined to the point that there is less
going into that account right now.

The fact is a John Kerry presidency would likely "raise all
boats” as it were, including wages, and put funds back into
Social Security through taxes (staying at the same percentage of
an individual's wages except for the top 2 percent) and because
the economy is likely to see the kind of growth it did during the
tech boom.

Energy was something Owen didn't mention because it is
among Bush's many weaknesses: Bush is beholden to petro-
chemical companies who are big contributors. Kerry, having
been the No. 1 environmental candidate for years, sees the
necessity for our environment, our national security and yes,
for our economy of being the country to develop and elevate
other forms of energy and propulsion in the new race toward
global leadership.

As Bill Gates, Steve Jobs and Dell did for the economy dur-
ing Bill Clinton’s administration, so shall alternate energy
brains do for the economy of the Kerry presidency. Economic
expansion, coupled with a rosier Social Security outlook, will
return ... with a wiser steward at the helm, that is!

Maura Satchell
MTSU Alumna

Sense of order in Iraq limited

Let historians debate whether our invasion of Iraq was jus-
tified. The question we, as citizens and voters, should be asking
is, are we justified in remaining there?

Iragis apparently do not think so. Opinion polls (taken in
those areas where polling is possible) show that a majority
believe they would be better off if we just packed up and left.
This is not to say that they favor the other side. But they now
see us as the principal cause of the violence that afflicts their
country. We have lost the battle for the hearts and minds of the
Iraqi people.

We are also losing the war on the ground. The authorities
claim that there are no "no-go" areas, yet there are large and
growing areas where we, nevertheless, do not go. These include
major cities as well as rural areas; in Baghdad itself, we patrol
the avenues but do not go into the neighborhoods beyond
them. We are being driven back to our bases, unable to control
the territory surrounding them.

We are putting our men and women in Iraq through horrors
unimagined, requiring them to ignore the demands of human
decency. Torture, approved in Washington, is endemic. Revenge
killings, from the attack on Fallujah in April, also ordered from
Washington, to the recent attack in Haifa Street, have become
the norm.

The dead are usually unarmed, often children. It should not
surprise us, then, to read in United Press International reports
that "[a] military study published in The New England Journal
of Medicine in July showed that 16 percent of soldiers return-
ing from Iraq might suffer major depression, generalized anxi-
ety or post-traumatic stress disorder.”

Perhaps our best hope is that the "elections” scheduled for
January come off, and produce a government with enough
legitimacy to offer us a fig leaf.

But in the last week I have read in two different places that
there are plans to resume the offensive against Fallujah after
Nov. 2. And when John Edwards promised that a John Kerry
administration will not bring back the draft, President Geurg‘e
W. Bush and Dick Cheney remained ominously silent.

Clifford Story
Senior, Department of Mathematical Sciences
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Pocket full of...

Yellow RKeosies

MTSU women take up the cause of the
historic Suffragettes by donning roses

Photo Illustration by Micah Miller | Staff Photographer

Ebony Kelsey from June Anderson Women’s Center puts on her yellow rose.

By Calley Stroud
Staff Writer

he next time you hear a young single
I woman complain about the state of poli-
tics, ask her if she votes. Chances are she

did not.

The fact of the matter is that single women -
particularly young Tennessean women — are not
voting.

Tennessee currently ranks 50th in the nation
in the percentage of women who vote, but it
doesn’t have to stay that way.

Susan Trentham, director of the June
Anderson Women’s Center hopes to change this
trend by organizing and launching The Yellow
Rose Campaign.

Trentham says she began the campaign
because “the JAWC wanted to do something cre-
ative and visual on campus to help encourage
women to vote (in a non-partisan way, of course).

“The yellow rose campaign was designed
using a historical symbol from the suffrage move-
ment, specifically in Tennessee, to raise public
awareness today about the need for Tennessee
women to vote.”

Tennessee was the deciding vote in the fight
for women’s suffrage. Suffragists and anti-suffra-
gists from across the nation gathered in Nashville
in August 1920 as the state legislature was prepar-
ing to vote on the issue.

“At the time, roses were in season, and those
who believed in women’s right to vote wore yel-
low roses on their lapels as a symbol of their sup-
port.”

Those against the amendment’s ratification

donned red roses, causing this summer battle for
women’s voting rights in Nashville to be known
as “the War of the Roses.”

Courtney Wood, co-chair for MTSU’s Women
for Women organization, stood in the very short
line at the Keathley University Center last
Wednesday and proudly cast her vote at MTSU’s
Mock Voting booth.

Wood says she feels MTSU’s Mock Voting
event contributes to the positive programming
for students, and that we should all be working
towards the education and unification of women.

But, most important, Wood says, she voted in
the mock election to signify her appreciation for
those women before her that fought in the 1920s
so that she and other women can now exercise
their right to vote.

“Other women take their right for granted. It
doesn’t matter to them because they weren't
there,” she says.

It’s important to note that WFW and JAWC
are separate. However, they both strive to honor
and empower women.

For those women — and men, for that matter -
who care enough to cast their vote, time is run-
ning out to register for the upcoming election.

Tennesseans — young Tennessee women espe-
cially — are encouraged to become proactive
instead of reactive, and vote.

Not sure where to go to get started? Try the
Rutherford County Election Commission Office,
which is located at 1 South Public Square, Room
103. Their phone number is 893-7743.

Tennessee’s deadline to register to vote for the
2004 General Election is Oct. 3, 2004.¢

Local writers compete
in songwriting contest

This year’s illustrious panel
includes Sean “P. Diddy”
Combs, Clint Black, Bo
Diddley, Taj Mahal, Macy Gray,

Hopefuls given a local
opportunity to test their skills

Camp

On 6:30 a.m., Monday and
Wednesday mornings, while the
sun is barely up and while most
of us are still cozily snoring,
quite a ruckus is happening up
at the Recreation Center pool.

The Masters Swim Club is at
it again. Having been at MTSU
for only five years, the club has
grown by leaps and bounds.

“When I came here a year
ago,” says MT Aquatics director
Pam Footit, “the club only had
10 members.” The MTMS
(Middle Tennessee Masters
Swim) now claims 48.

While many of the club’s
members are students, most of
them are in their 30s, says club
president Carrie Romer.

“I've been trying to build
[membership] up,” Romer says,
“and I've managed to recruit a
few student life guards, so that

“helps.”

You don’t have to be the next
Michael Phelps to be a part of
the MTMS, either.

“No one has to compete,”
Footit says. “Some swim for
health; to tone condition and
slim down.”

And it does seem as though
swimming is the way to go in
the “slimming down” depart-
ment. Need proof? Footit pro-
vides it: Exercise amidst water
burns 200 more calories than
running.

Swimming burns fat calo-
ries, not energy calories like
land-based exercise. Water mas-

sages the muscles, so soreness
doesn’t strike later. And to top it
off, swimming is less stressful
on the heart, Footit says.

But these are things you
don’t have to tell twice to the

members of the MTMS.

“We meet Monday and
Wednesday mornings 6:30-
7:30,” Footit says, “and

Thursday nights from 5- 6.”

Don’t be alarmed by the
early morning times. They are
good for you.

“After an early morning in
the pool,” Footit says, “I feel
great all day. Otherwise, I just
feel ok and not as alert.”

For those more competitive,
this nation-wide swim club
does compete against other
schools. Swimmers scores are
tallied at their own schools, sent
off, evaluated and rewarded, all
without the travel expense or
fear of stage fright. Real sanc-
tioned meets are held in the
spring.

“Everyone is very social at
the meets,” Footit says. “They all
try to help each other, not psy-
che each other out.”

Like any other club, dues are
required from the members.
But the MTMS dues are mini-
mal: a one-year fee of $50. And
that $50 gets you not only your
membership, but also a Speedo
suit, goggles, official Masters
Swim Club swim cap and
(starting in January) an eight-
month subscription to Swim
magazine.

“We do fund-raising in the
form of selling beer at AmSouth

us Club
Spotlight:

The Masters Swim Club

By Meg Akers
Staff Writer

concerts, “ Romer says. “We get
to keep the tips and at the Dave
Matthews concert two of us
made over $100. That
great.”

Coming from a small town
that didn’t have a pool, Romer
finds that the MTMS has had a
great effect on her.

“I joined it through a friend
and it’s been just a dream come
true for me,” she says.

And it seems that the MTMS
has had quite an effect on all its
members.

“It’s really a great life-long
sport,” Footit says. “There have
been studies done and swim-
mers actually look and function
ten years younger than those
who don’t swim.”

If you like to swim, if you
want to get in shape, if you pos-
sibly want to compete against
other swimmers from all over
the country and have fun doing
it, then the Masters Swim Club
may just be the club for you.

“Our main purpose is to
offer a nice fitness activity that
people can enjoy,” Footit says,
“where they can swim out all
the stress that builds up
throughout the day.”

The MTMS will see you
bright and early Wednesday

was

morning.
For more information, visit
the MTMS Web site at

http://www.mtsu.edu/~cam-
prec/Aquatics/master.html®

By Joey Hood
Flash Editor

As any recording industry
major/amateur songwriter can
tell you, johnny-come-lately
songwriting contests are a dime
a dozen.

From the Yoko Ono-sanc-

tioned John Lennon
Songwriting Contest
(www.jlsc.com) to USA

Songwriting Competition
(www.songwriting.net),  the
craft of songwriting is ruthless-
ly competitive in these
American Idol times.

Now enter the International
Songwriting Competition.

This Boston-bred organiza-
tion has plucked itself from its
industry-free Beantown sur-
roundings, only to land amidst

the fertile songwriting commu-
nity of Nashville.

“[Nashville is] renowned for
songwriting and ISC and
Nashville are synonymous in
their commitment to and sup-
port of songwriters,” ISC
founder Candace Avery said.

“The prestige of being in
Nashville, coupled with the
immense talent pool of song-
writers and industry profes-
sionals, will serve to enhance
ISC and its standing interna-
tionally,” Avery said.

Now in its junior year, the
re-located ISC has quickly
stirred the ire of more estab-
lished organizations through its
powerhouse panel of judges.

While JLSC only boasts Yoko
Ono, ISC amply courts judges
in disparate genres of music.

Branford Marsalis and Darryl
McDaniels of Run DMC.

The ISC also frames the het-
erogeneous panel with equally
varied musical categories for
possible contestants. Said cate-
gories include pop, rock, coun-
try, adult rock, blues, singer-
songwriter, electronica, chil-
dren’s music and a special
lyrics-only category for bur-
geoning bards.

The winners from each cate-
gory will receive a hefty
$100,000 prize, along with an
appearance on a compilation
compact disc that will be highly
considered among music indus-
try professionals.

For more information about
the contest, visit www.songwrit-
ingcompetition.com. The com-
petition deadline is Oct. 31.¢
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Church dismissed from team, Moore leaves

By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee baseball team lost
two of its pitchers last week, junior B.J
Church and freshman Ryan Moore.

MT head coach Steve Peterson dismissed
Church early last week for repeated viola
tion of team rules.

"He knew exactly what was going to hap
pen,” Peterson said. "I can't put a player
ahead of the sport or ahead of the pro
gram.”

Church was suspended for the first
month of last season's preparation for a
similar violation.

"I tried to correct his behavior and
failed," Peterson said. "It's hard for me to
even think of someone I've dismissed in the
past, but he gave me no other alternative.”

By the end of the 2004 season, Church
had proven himself a team asset and leader.
Church's first start of his college career was
also MT's first Sun Belt Conference win of
the season against Louisiana-Lafavette last

year, a key victory for the Raiders.

"I think when you lose a guy who has
proven himself, it really throws a wrench in
the system," Peterson remarked. "It really
hurts not having him."

Church, from Hixson, Tenn., ended his
MT career after 23 appearances with a 5-1
mark and 3.81 ERA.

Incoming freshman Ryan Moore from
Chattanooga, Tenn. resigned from the team
last week, citing a lack of the desire to play
the sport.

"He called and told me he meant no
offense to the program or to the school,”
Peterson said. "He just had lost his desire to
compete or play any athletics."

Moore, a football player turned baseball
player, was signed this summer with
extremely high expectations. Moore
reached the semifinals of the TSSAA tour
nament in 2004 and ended his senior season
with 92 strikeouts and batting a .350.

"I've known Ryan since he was a baby
and have followed his career,” Peterson said.

“This is one of the reasons why everything

took me completely by surprise."

While Church’s dismissal and Moore's
resignation happened in the same week, the
events appear to be coincidence only.

"Moore was an incoming freshman who
lost desire for the game. Church was an
experienced player whose behavior was out
of control,” Peterson explained. "They [the
events| are in no way related to each other."

Church and Moore have both with-
drawn their MT admission and have
returned to their hometowns.

Now the Blue Raiders are left scrambling
to find junior college players eager for a
chance to play for a bigger school to help
the team out.

"We're looking for players, but we're
really depending on closing our ranks,"
Peterson said. "Our players are just going to
have to step and really improve before the
season starts."@®

Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer
Former MT pitcher B.). Church was
dismissed from the team last week.

Soaring above the competition

By Jori Rice
Staff Writer

Middle Tennessee standout
volleyball player KeKe Deckard
already holds the school record
for career kills, and as a fifth
year senior, she's back for her
last season to continue the hits.

"l am glad that | was able to
get my fifth year back," said
Deckard, who broke the school
record for kills in a career with
1,494.

She also entered the season
for digs in a career in fifth place
with 1,001. Last year she had
553 kills, placing her second all
time for most kills in a season.

Deckard also led the last
year's team in attacks with
1,423 and digs with 265. She
was named to the Sun Belt All
Conference second team last
season and to the Preseason
Sun Belt All-Conference team
this season.

This year Deckard already
has 153 kills.

For a player who has accom-
plished so much already, one
might think she might not need
to worry about practicing. But
new head coach Matt Peck
taught Deckard a thing or two
she'd never realized.

"The new coaches have
thought me new stuff that I was
doing wrong," Deckard said.
"But I did not know because no
one told me. They told me my
arm is down or my elbow needs
to be back, and that really
helped me for this season."

But despite what she's
learned, Deckard admits that
she still does not like to prac-
tice.

"I love the game when on |
am on the court," she said. "I
just want to play, which is total
ly different from when I am in
practice."

Although Deckard hates to
practice, it has made her a bet
ter hitter each season. In 2002,
Deckard led the team in kills
with 447 and she averaged 3.0

Ryder

Cup blowout

e

hardly disappointing

Sports commentary

Cody Gibson
Staff Writer

As soon as the American
Ryder Cup Team was defeated
handily by Europe, 18 12 to 9
12, blame was beginning to rear
its ugly head.

Blame Hal Sutton, team cap-
tain of the U.S. Ryder Cup
squad, for not taking the top
players from the Ryder Cup
Points Standings. Sutton chose
Jay Haas, who was 12th in the
point standings, instead of
Steve Flesch, who was 10th.

Sutton's bold decision to
pair Tiger Woods and Phil
Mickelson, the best two U.S.
golfers, for the opening match
backfired. Then everything
seemed to fall apart for the
Americans. The players started
blaming everyone but them-
selves.

Mickelson complained that
his  new  state-of-the-art
Callaway Golf Clubs threw him
off. Apparently, having better
technology on the golf course is
a bad thing.

Then, there is Woods, the
undoubted star of the U.S. team
and the golf world itself. Woods
has been playing very well late-
ly, even though he lost his No. 1
world ranking. Yet it is hard to
blame Woods after the opening
day because he won the rest of
his matches.

The point is this: Where is
Woods’ leadership? He is the
best golfer playing in the Ryder
Cup and he should help his
team, not just himself.

This Ryder Cup team
reminds many of the U.S.
Olympic basketball team: A
seemingly unbeatable team going

only win but destroy the U.S.
juggernaut.

The selfishness of the players
can't be denied. However, this is
where the similarities end with
the basketball team. It's not like
the United States has dominat-
ed the Ryder Cup like the bas-
ketball team had dominated
international competition for
years. The European team has
won four of the last five Cup
matches and seven of the last
ten.

So this begs the question:
Was it really that big of an
upset?

Except for the fact that this
was the largest defeat in Ryder
Cup history, there was no real
upset at all. The last time the
United States won a match was
the much-publicized victory in
1999, in which Justin Leonard
(who was not even on this year's
team) made a winning putt and
pandemonium erupted on the
green. Other than that, the
United States has fallen short
nearly every time.

Another point that needs to
be examined is the team con-
cept. Sure, the United States has
three of the top five golfers in
the world (Phil Mickelson,
Davis Love III and Tiger
Woods). The Europeans' high-
est golfer in the world rankings
is No. 8 Padraig Harrington.

Yet when looking at the
European team top to bottom,
they were superior to the
United States. Not only was the
lineup better, but the leadership
and chemistry appeared to be
more  powerful in the
Europeans.

The last time the United
States won, the team a strong
balance of chemistry and talent,
a formula that the Europeans
continually use for their suc-
Cess.

So is this an excuse for the
United States Cup team and

Photo by Micah Miller | Staff Photographer  against a group of scrappy, well-
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MT’s Pierre Ingram soars toward the end zone Saturday.
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Sun Belt play against Ragin’ Cajuns

By Jonathan Hutton
Staff Writer

If you ask any of the members of the
Blue Raider football team, they will tell you
the real season begins this Saturday.

Middle Tennessee opens up Sun Belt
Conference play this weekend against the
Louisiana-Lafayette Ragin' Cajuns (1-2, 0-0
SBC).

The two teams played the longest game
in MT history last year, with MT losing 57
51 in four overtimes. Although the Blue
Raiders are coming off a 27-20 home loss to
Florida Atlantic, MT head coach Andy
McCollum believes the Blue Raiders have a
legitimate chance to bounce back after the
loss to FAU.

"I think this is a wide open conference,"
McCollum said. "If you look around at the
league, anything can happen. To have a
chance in the league you have to go on the
road and beat good teams. We have four
tough road games in the league and this is
the first one.”

The Blue Raider offense has the No. 1
unit in the SBC, averaging 417 yards in total
offense per game and 352 yards per game in
passing offense. Nationally, the Blue Raiders
are third in passing offense and quarterback

Clint Marks leads the nation in completion
per L'(‘nl&lg(',

McCollum said the key to an MT victory
Saturday will be learning from the mistakes
made in the first two games.

"We have to take what we have learned in
these non-conference games and get better
from them,” he said. "We had penalties that
put us in third-and-long situations and
those are hard to execute no matter who
you are playing. Those are things we can't
do."

ULL quarterback Jerry Babb could cause
the MT defense some trouble this weekend.
Babb, who leads his team in passing and
rushing, is 57-102 for 631 yards with three
touchdowns and five interceptions. Babb
also had an 80-yard run last week.

"He will be the third good quarterback
we have seen in as many weeks," McCollum
said Monday. "Babb has some good
receivers to throw it to and they have moved
the ball well against some tough people. We
know what kind of quarterback he is."

"We just have to game plan, contain and
deal with him like everyone else,” Blue
Raider defensive lineman Jerry Vanderpool
said. "He's tough and he proved that at our
place last year."

Last year Babb threw for 435 yards and

four touchdowns against the Blue Raiders
after coming into the game ranked near the
bottom of the conference in quarterback
rating.

The Blue Raiders are ranked next-to-last
in the nation in pass defense, giving up 367
passing yards per game.

ULL has its own defensive problems,
however. The Ragin' Cajuns are ranked
113th out of 117 Division I-A teams in
stopping the run, giving up an average of
291 yards per game.

MT running backs Eugene Gross and
Lee Baker were both injured in Saturday's
game, which allowed redshirt freshman
Terry Jackson to see playing time. Jackson
rushing for 49 yards and catching four pass-
es in his first collegiate game.

"We have to get healthy and get ready to
go into a tough environment at Louisiana-
Lafayette, a team we have had really good
games against,” McCollum said. "They get
loud and they have fun down there. There
will be a great crowd. We have been there
before and it's always a tough game for us,
here or there. "

Kickoff is Saturday at 6 p.m. in Lafayette,
La. The game can be heard on the Blue
Raider Radio Network.®
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Deckard:
Improves
each season

Continued from 6

digs per game. She was also
named to the 2002 SBC All-
Tournament team after totaling
25 kills and averaged 3.1 kills
per game in two matches for
the SBC tournament.

Deckard was the SBC
Freshman of the Year in the
2001 season, when she twice
had 30 or more kills in a match.
The second match came at
Arkansas State, when she broke
the school record for kills in a
match with 35.

Since she owns most of the
records at MT, now where does
Deckard get most of her moti-
vation? .

"The fans," Deckard said. "l
love the excitement during the
matches."

BSC upsets MT 2-1|

By Jon Leffew

4 The Panthers tied the game in the 79th minute
Assistant Sports Editor

when junior Ashley Welsh scored on a breakaway
down the center of the field.

Freshman Anne McIntyre provided the assist
on Welsh's goal, then scored the game-winner on
a fake to goalkeeper Jenny Manis' right in the
game's 84th minute.

"This was a fantastic win today, and 1 am
extremely proud of our effort,” Panthers head
coach Keidane McAlpine told BSC Media
Relations. "We didn't give up when we were
behind, and we were able to beat a very, very
good team today. Hopefully we'll be able to carry
this momentum into the conference schedule
and start putting some more Ws into the win col-
umn."

Sophomore goalkeeper Tarra Kohler recorded
five saves for the Panthers, while Manis ended the
game with one save.

Brereton led the Blue Raider attack with six
shots, while Megan Black led the Panthers with
four.

MT will return to action this Friday, as they
will play host 10 Georgia Southern at the Blue
Raider soccer field. @

The Middle Tennessee Blue Raider soccer

team traveled to Birmingham, Ala., over the
weekend for a matchup with the Birmingham
Southern Panthers.
_ Aston Rhoden's team came into Sunday's
game with a four-game winning streak, and
looked to make it five against a team with just
one win on the year.

However, BSC took advantage of two late
goals in a game dominated by MT, and eventual-
ly came away with the 2-1 victory.

The Blue Raiders got on the board first when
Debs Brereton scored on an assist from freshman
Kaley Forrest in the game's 61st minute.

Brereton and the Blue Raiders outshot BSC
23-7 for the game, but could not stop the Panther
offense in the game's final 15 minutes.

Brereton's score was her eighth goal of the
season, which leads the Sun Belt Conference. It
also moves the senior from Middlesbrough,
England, into a tie for 10th on the single-season

@  goalslist.

J
25
Photo by Kevin Lane | Staff Photographer
MT’s Rachel Holmes battles Tennessee Tech on Sept. 12.

Lady Raiders ranked by magazine

The Middle Tennessee women's bas-
ketball team is ranked 25th in the
Athlon Magazine Preseason Poll, MT
Media Relations announced Tuesday.

The ranking, which comes after the
Lady Raiders defeated the North
Carolina Lady Tar Heels in last year's
NCAA tournament, is the first time the
team has been ranked in the preseason.

“This ranking is a huge credit to last
year’s team and those seniors,” head
coach Stephany Smith told MT Media
Relations. “They are the ones that set
the stage for this ranking”

“The players and coaches are very
excited about this ranking and bringing
the first one in the program'’s history is
very special,” Smith said. “To see this

type of recognition on a national stage
makes in all worthwhile.”

MT will open the season on Nov. 12,
hosting South Florida in the first round
of the Preseason WNIT.

Men’s tennis features ranked players

Three different members of the MT
men's tennis team found their names in
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association
Preseason Poll released last week.

The doubles team of Brandon Allan
and Kai Schledorn is ranked 19th, while
Andreas Siljestrom is currently ranked
63rd.

Siljestrom, who posted 17 singles
victories as a freshman, is one of four
Sun Belt Conterence players who were
included in the rankings.

News from around Middle Tennessee #sese

Allan and Schledorn were ranked
most of last season, climbing as high as
28th after posting a 25-12 record.

The team will return to action this
weekend, traveling to Athens, Ga., to
compete in the Southern Intercollegiate
Championships.

Baseball Scout Day Thursday

The MT baseball team will hold its
annual Scout Day on Thursday at Reese
Smith Field.

Plavers will go through a number of
throwing, hitting and agility drills for
professional scouts before taking part
in an intrasquad scrimmage.

The Blue Raiders have 10 seniors
and 14 other draft-eligible players on
the team, and should attract a large

Rl

number of scouts.
Testing will begin at 2 p.m. with*the
scrimmage to immediately follow.

Blue Raiders populate minors

Several former Blue Raider baseball
plavers completed their respective
minor league seasons recently.

Chris Mobley and Brett Carroll both
played for the Tamestown Jammers of
the New York-Penn League, while Chad
Cooper joined them in the league, play-
ing for the Hudson Valley Renegades.

john Williams stayed in the state of
Tennessee, playing for the Elizabethton
Twins. @

Deckard also played basket-
ball and track in high school,
but her true love was volleyball.

"I just like to hit," Deckard
said. "I play volleyball and
[run] track now, but I only did
basketball in high school to stay
in shape. "My mom played soft-
ball, but I was scared of the ball,
so I did something else."

Deckard is majoring in child
development and one day
hopes to open up a daycare and
work with children. Despite her
talent, Deckard has no future
plans for volleyball after she
graduates.

"I don't even won't to coach
it for now, but later on my feel-
ings may change,” she said. ®

Sidelines
Sports

Line

898-2816

Employment

Now hiring part-time front desk asso-
ciate!! Looking for a part-time week-
end job!! Super 8 Motel in LaVergne
1-24 exit 64. 25 min. from MTSU.
Hours Sat. 3pm-| |pm & Sunday 7 am-
5 pm. Prefer experience. Willing to
train. Must be punctual and aggressive.
Please apply in person!! Great
Benefits!!

Part-time Employment.You determine
your own hours, your own pace and
your own compensation. Great way
to work around your current sched-
ule, earn extra money and try a new
financial services career. For more
info., call Valerie or Reggie at 904-
1781.

Rutherford Band & Trust is seeking
part-time tellers to work extended
hours and weekends. Previous cashier
or teller experience preferred. Fax
resume to 615-848-0087 or email to
MorganF@greenecountybank.com

Need Money? Student advisors are
needed for 120 unit off-campus MTSU
apartment community. On-site train-
ing, cash referrals and generous hourly
salaries are included. Call toll free, |-
866-594-5470 to make an appoint-
ment with Kimberly Sanders.

Cheerleading, Baton twirling, Dance
and Tumbling Teachers in your area.
Must have own transportation and be
good with kids. Call 615-347-3595 or
515-896-4683.

Studying business? How will you gain
real world experience! Don't wait
until graduation to jump into a cold
market. Are you willing to seek out
leaders to learn from their experi-
ences and mistakes? Get real before
the real gets you. Andy @ 615-896-
0311. '

Mystery shoppers Needed! Earn
while you shop! Call Now Toll Free
1-800-467-4422 Ext. 13400

Opportunities

ATTENTION! We are currently
recruiting volunteers to participate in
a research study involving Depo-
Provera. Who! Females age |8yrs. or
older currently using Depo-Provera.
Why! To determine the impact of
daily activity on bone mineral density.
What's in it for me? You will receive
a free bone mineral density scan
Interested’ Contact Stephanie Otto
at 615-497-0016. Call Now, Space is

limited

LOVE SPORTS? Earn $100 to $1,000
a day in Sports Industry. No Exp.
Nec.
1-800-314-1619 ext 60791

Guitarist starting a Metal band. Some
influences include Skid Row, lron
Maiden, Metallica, Queensryche, GNR
and The Darkness. Need someone
for vocals, bass, guitar and drums.

Interested’ Call 631-8920.

Looking for organization to promote
local discount card as fund-raiser.
Raise between $3000-$6000.
www.getyourcampuscard.com for
details

Are you an Undergraduate student
interested in pursing a PhD? If so,
we would like to talk to you. To find
out more information visit
www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair.

Undergraduate research is beneficial
for prospective PhD candidates. If
you are interested in pursing a PhD
visit www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair for

qualifying criteria.
Services

Lose Weight! | lost 20 Ibs in 30 days.
All Natural! 100% guaranteed. Ask for
the discount! 888-531-2040.

STEEL BUILDINGS

ALL MUST GO! Factory Seconds, Freight
Damaged & Repos |6x24, 25x30, 35x52 -
MAKE OFFER - Financing - No reasonable
offer refused - serious inquiries only! |-800-
405-7501.

Save money around town. CampusCard
has a discount card for local students.
more details. Great discounts at your
favorite places.

Spring Break 2005! Travel with STS,
America’s #| Student Tour Operator to
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas and
Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps!
Call for group discounts!
Information/Reservations  |-800-648-
4849 or www.ststravel.com.

In Jail?
Call Lucky’s Bonding. 890-7549. Free
info — 24/7

Travel
Spring Break Bahamas Celebrity
Party Cruise! 5 days $299! Includes
Meals, Parties! Cancun, Acapulco,
Nassau, Jamaica From $459! Panama
City & Daytona $159!

www.springbreaktravel.com

1-800-678-6386.

Sales

Miscellaneous

JVC and Pioneer flip down CD players-
$90. Pioneer 6-Disc CD changers $125
Call 615-403-3154.

Scrubs for sale! Tops and bottoms avail
able in x-small and small. Bottoms avail
able in solid colors. Tops available i
solids and patterns. Sets are $8, tops $5,
and bottoms $4. Also for sale, white lab
coat in almost new condition. Coat i«
$10. Please contact Nicole at 615-41°

3720. leave msg

SCUBA Gear. Used twice. Boors (fit
size 10 women or 9 male), fins, snorke!
mask, weight belt, weights and iice bag
$175 - call 615-478-8596

“WE PAY CASH” for DVDs and
Games! DVD Plus, Open untl || pn
Sunday thru Saturday. Located behind
Coconut Bay Cafe by Stones River Mall
(615) 898-0090

Automotive

Toyota 4Runner.'93 V6 white, AM/FIM
CD, PW. PDL, custom wheels, roof rack
191k Auto. $2900. Call 260-9088

‘95 Chry. Cirrus, avg. cond. 3500 ob
429-5180.

2000 Ford Focus 52K 5 speed. 4 Di
white w/ tinted windows. AC/heat
AM/FM. $4500 obo. Info. Call 615-482
7607.

1991 Mazda 626 LX 142K, 5 speed,
AC/Heat, CD/AM/FM radio, and alarmn
Good condition. $1200 OBO. 867-
1818.

‘83 Volvo station wagon 240 DL CD
player, AC, cruise control, auto., good
condition. $2500/obo. Call 944-1894.

Roommates

Non-smoker roommate needed. 3 BD 2
BA apt. | block from campus. Private
room, shared bath. $200/mo &1/3 utili-
ties. Contact Toni @ 615-476-5916.

Female Roommate needed. 2 BD 2 BA
apt. at Chelsea place, close to campus.
Everything completely furnished. All you
need is bedroom furniture. Rent is $334
+ utilities. If interested contact Stephanie

865-654-4678 or 615-895-3462. Email at
Sab3r@mtsu.edu.

~ CLASSIFIEDS

Re¢

needed. 3 Bd/2BA new
house Eastwood Subdivision.
$400/month, split electric. Use of W/D &
digital cable with HBO, showtime &
Cinemax. Call Mary 400-8957.

OMmmMmate

Roomimate Needed: Private upstairs w/
kirchen, bath, bed & living room. All util-
ites included. 3 miles from Sam’s 1-24.
Security system, digital cable & movie

channels, Call Mary, 400-8957, $600/mo.
Roommate wanted for 2 bedroom
apartment.  $320/month.  Call Drew
615-525-6969

s looking for male room.-
mate. $350/ month pays for room,
water, electricity, cable, internet, and
some food at a Smyrna townhome If

erested, call Brandon at 310-6822

Roommate wanted to share 3 br house,
walking distance to MTSU. Udliues,
cable. AOL and laundry. $375/month, all
ncluded 890-2240 anytime. 893-1951,9-

5:30, Mon.-Sat

Male. non-smoker roommate wanted to
share 3 bd/2ba with female. 20 minutes
from campus. Must sign 6 months or |
year lease. $350 plus 1/2 utiliies. $100
Call Lisa 615-415-

ieposit  required

Non-smoleer, male roommate wanted to
with female 20
|2 utilities.
Must sign 6 months/lyear lease. $100

Lisa 615-4(5-

2ba house

ws. $350 plus

nale roommate needed at Unlversn:y

rtyard Apt. Rent is $375 a month
(Regularly $395) First month's rent paid.
Four bedrooms, 4 baths, fully furnished,
room overlooks pool, all utilities includ-
ed, free Internet access. If interested,
please call (615) 310-1927.

Female roommate wanted to share a 2
bedroom/2 bath apartment. $275 a
month utilites included. $275 deposit.
Call 893-7755

For Rent

Clean and Spacious 2 BD apt., located
within close walking distance of cam-
pus. Available immediately, $600/mo. call
907-1080 or 542-3518.

Room for rent in new town house off
of church street. Walk-in closet, full
bath,W/D. $375 + 1/2 utilities. Mature,
dependable person needed ASAP. Call
931-267-6951 anytime.

Rooms for rent in a large homestead

* Sidelines will be responsible only for the

set on a 400-acre farm. Utilities includ-
ed in flat monthly rent Sept rent is free
with deposit! The house has a large
front yard, 10fc wll ceiling, fire places,
large kitchen, and located with conven-
ient access to all of Murfreesboro. One
Large room downstairs with double
closet $350/month. Medium room
upstairs for $290/month.This is a great
house at a great price for any student
that is laid-back and professional. More
more info. or apt, call Jake at 943-6141.
These rooms with not be available for
long so come see them now!"!

3 and 4 bedroom condos with 2 baths.
Within walking distance of MTSU.
Water furnished with washer and dryer
possibly furnished. $795/month with
one year lease. Call 615-642-1555.

3 BR, 2 Bath, 2-year-old house, | mile
from campus, great neighborhood, utility
room, screened porch, 2 car garage, C
H/A. Stove, refrig with ice maker, dish-
washer, washer and dryer furnished. No
pets. $1,150 per month, $600 deposit.
895-0075 or 417-4009. Available now.

House for Rent

Walk to MTSU from this beautiful house
on Greenland Drive. This house is ready
for your New and Exciting 2004-2005
Academic Year at MTSU. Move in after
8/1/04. Fantastic location, quiet environ-
ment — Spacious rooms for 4 students as
a group, $300 x 3 + 350 x | a month (or
$312.50 x 4) +1/4 utilities. $350/person
security deposit, | year lease. Circle
drive, pato, 2-car carport, hardwood
fioors, new carpets, new roof, refrigera-
tor, built-in oven, washer & dryer, dish-
washer, central H/A, fireplace with gas
logs. Call 615-898-2005.

Got friends? Looking for an apartment?
4 BR/2 BA. remodeled apartment; very
close to campus; $295 per month / per
bedroom. 615-758-9298

Policies

first incorrect insertion of any classified
advertisement. No refunds will be made
for partial cancellations. Sidelines reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement it
deems objectionable for any reason.
Classifieds will only be accepted on a
prepaid basis. Ads may be placed in the
Sidelines office in James Union Building,
Room 310, or faxed to (615) 904-8193.
For more information call (615) 904-
8154. Ads are not accepted over the
phone. Ads are free for students and fac-

ulty
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Ryder: Europe better team

Continued from 6

their embarassing defeat? No,
it’s just a fact that the European
team was stronger and better
suited for Ryder Cup competi-
tion. This point was echoed at
Oakland Hills Country Club
last weekend.

If the Ryder Cup was won on
paper, the United States would
have won. But this competition
is a different type of golf, played
as a team, not as individuals.

So don't place all of the
blame on the U.S. team for this
loss because the Europeans
were actually pretty good.

It seemed very few realized
this fact, especially those in the
media. That's why the loss was
played up as a bigger disap-
pointment than it really was,

because in reality it was just
another case of the media
building up the team as
"unbeatable."

The worst thing that a team
can be is "unbeatable,” because
then they not only are playing
against other teams, but they
are also playing againgt them-
selves.

If the United States had won
it would have been expected,
and in this case the United
States lost and it was a catastro-
phe.

For the United States, it was
a lose-lose situation, and the
final tally reflected that.®

Cody Gibson is a sophomore
mass communication major. He
can be reached at
cwg2g@mtsu.edu.

Photo courtesy Engnsh.com
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direction in life?
Write Sports for Sidelines

Call 898-2816 or visit JUB room 310

for more information
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Every Nextel® phone comes with built-in
walkie-talkie and Two-Way Messaging access
that lets you connect in under a second.
And plenty of other features to help you

get more done.

Phones start at $24.99
Rate plans start at $39.99 2 nort. other northy
Ask about our special student offers.

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE NEXTEL'

STATE UNIVERSITY

solute
WIRELESS

Call and ask about student and
faculty specials!
615-405-9777

**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery (FPCR) fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or qovernment required charge. The fee is charged
for one or mare of the following: £911, number poofing and wireless number portability.

Offers expire December 3| 2004. Phone and Rate Plan Offers: Available in select markets. While supplies (ast. Requires one- or two-year sefvice agreement, new
activation and credit approval. S200 early termination fee appiies, after K-day trial period (conditions apply). Setup fee of up to $35 per phone, up to $TO max per
| account (some markets max of $80/account per order) applies. $24.99 Phone Offer s for (205, based on two-year agreement and after % invoice credit, which wil
| appear on the customer's first or second month's invoice. Telesales will receive credit at Point of Sale. $39.99 plan is for the Nextel National Value Plan. Calllar: free
Nationwide Celluiar Long Distance inciudes domestic calfs anly. Overage is $0.40/min. Celluiar calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate
| o the next biliing cycle. Nights are 9:00pm to 7:00am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9:00pm and end Mon. at 7:00am. Direct Connect, Connect and Natiomwide Direct
| Connect charges are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use by the number of participants on the call and are charged to the call initiaor. Direct Connect overage
| s $0.15/min. Group Connect calls are S0 5/min. Nationwide Direct Connect calls use the Direct Connect minutes in your plan and incur an additional access charge of
S0.80/min. Group Connect can only work with members of the same network while in their home market. Text Messages: Up to 035 per sent or received text message
depending on message type. Additional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal laxes, a Universal Service Assessmen of either LTM%
’ or 125%, n some states 3 Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of ' 4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. 07%, and a state-required £9T fee. Other Terms: in-store purchases

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

require two forms of valid identification. Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers at any time. Offers may nol be available in all markets. Other
conditions may apply. Read service agreement for delalls Nextel's Mationwide Network serves 296 of the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextal

| Communications, Inc. NEXTEL, the NEXTEL logo, DIRECT CONNECT, NATIONWIOE DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP CONNECT and the Driver Safely logo are service /'
marks, trademarks and/or registered lrademarks of Nextel Communications, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are regislersd in the US. Palent &
Trademark Office. All other product or service names are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. “
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