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ABSTRACT

THE SWEDISH SETTLEMENT AT NEW UPSALA: THE

SEARCH FOR OPPORTUNITY IN AMERICA

by E m i ly  G reene  R u f f n e r

I n  1870, Henry S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  a  c a r e e r  d i p l o m a t  

who had  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  E u r o p e ,  p u r c h a s e d  23 ,000  

s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  l a n d  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  

known t o d a y  as  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a .  He was h i n d e r e d  i n  h i s  

e f f o r t s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s  l a n d  by a  s e r i e s  o f  l a b o r  p r o b l e m s .  

I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  them ,  S a n f o r d  b r o u g h t  Sw ed ish  

i m m i g r a n t s  to  t h e  a r e a  u n d e r  a  c o n t r a c t u a l  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t .

I t  was p r i m a r i l y  t h i s  g ro u p  o f  S w ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  

who became t h e  n u c l e u s  f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  c a l l e d  New U p s a l a .  

The f i r s t  o f  S a n f o r d ' s  c o n t i n g e n t  a r r i v e d  i n  1871, w i t h  t h e  

l a s t  g ro u p  coming i n  1881 .  O t h e r  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  were  

a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h ic h  t h r i v e d  f o r  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .

New U p s a l a  was,  a t  one  t i m e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  S w ed ish  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  b u t  t o d a y  i t  i s  j u s t  a 

memory among o n l y  t h e  o l d e r  c i t i z e n s  o f  S a n f o r d ,  many o f  

whom a r e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  d e s c e n d a n t s  who s t i l l  

make t h e i r  homes i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a .  V ery  few o f  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  r e m a i n ,  and
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t h e  know ledge  o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  t im e s  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  f a d e d  

away. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e  t o  be  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  and  f e e l ,  

l i k e  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  t h a t  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h i s  g roup  o f  e a r l y  

s e t t l e r s  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  b u t  f o r  

t h e  b r o a d e r  s co p e  o f  i m m ig r a n t  h i s t o r y  and  t h e  f o c u s  on  t h e  

" o r d i n a r y "  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  h i s t o r y .

I n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  S w e d i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  h i s t o r y ,  m o s t  

w r i t e r s  h ave  f o c u s e d  on s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  M idw es t ,  w h e re  

l a r g e  num bers  o f  Swedes p u t  down t h e i r  r o o t s .  However,  

t h e r e  w e r e  Sw ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  who s e t t l e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e  be r e c o r d e d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  a c l e a r e r  

p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n .  New U p s a l a  i s  a  c a s e  i n  

p o i n t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  w r i t e  an  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e 

ment a n d  i t s  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e ,  l i k e  many e a r l y  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  l i t t l e  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n  a t  t h e  

a c t u a l  s i t e ,  and  t h e  m e m o r ie s ,  c h e r i s h e d  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  

l e t t e r s ,  and  f a m i l y  s t o r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  h a n d e d  down f rom  

g e n e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n  and  a r e  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  a r e  now 

l a r g e l y  l o s t  t o  h i s t o r y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  

many "New U p s a l a ! s "  n e e d i n g  r e d i s c o v e r y  b u t  w i t h  l i t t l e  

a v a i l a b l e  d a t a .

T h i s  s t u d y  t r a c e s  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

a t  New U p s a l a  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  by S w e d is h  i m m ig r a n t s  f rom  

i t s  b e g i n n i n g s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s  u n t i l  1898 ,  when t h e
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H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  h o l d i n g s  w e re  s o l d  to  s e t t l e  h i s  

e s t a t e .  S o u r c e s  t h a t  p r o v e d  to  b e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  were t h e  

S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  "The  

A m e r ic an  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d , "  an d  "New U p s a l a  

a n d  F l o r i d a  Swedish  S e t t l e r s , "  a p a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  1979 

F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g  by B e t t y e  D. S m i t h .

I t  a p p e a r s  f ro m  t h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  who came to  New U p s a l a  an d  r e m a in e d  t o  

s e t t l e  t h e r e  a p p r o v e d  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ' s  a r r a n g e 

m e n t s  i n  b r i n g i n g  them t o  F l o r i d a  a n d  i n  w o r k i n g  o u t  t h e i r  

c o n t r a c t u a l  a g r e e m e n t .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h o s e  who w e re  n o t  

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w ha t  t h e y  fo u n d  e i t h e r  r a n  away o r  l e f t  a f t e r  

t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  w ere  c o m p l e t e d .  T h u s ,  t h e r e  was  s o l i d  

s u p p o r t  f o r  S a n f o r d  i n  t h e  Swedish  communi ty .

Those  Sw ed ish  i m m ig r a n t s  who s e a r c h e d  f o r  

o p p o r t u n i t y  a t  New U p s a l a  a p p a r e n t l y  were  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t e d  

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  c h o se n  t o  s e t t l e  t h e r e .  L i f e  was  h a r d  i n  

t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d  and  t h e y  were  w i l l i n g  to  make th e  

d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e  t o  l e a v e  Sweden a n d  come to  t h i s  a l i e n  

l a n d .  The s e t t l e r s  a t  New U p sa la  p r o v e d ,  l i k e  many 

e l s e w h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  was t h e r e  f o r  t h o s e  who w ere  

w i l l i n g  t o  make t h e  e f f o r t .



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The w r i t e r  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  h e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to  

a num ber  o f  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e i r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  h e l p ,  o r  s u p p o r t  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t :  t o  Dr .  M e s s i e r ,

who h a s  p u t  up w i t h  h e r  i d e a s ,  o r  l a c k  o f  them, and  t r i e d  

to  s t e e r  h e r  on  th e  c o u r s e  he f e l t  w ou ld  h e l p  h e r  to  r e a c h  

th e  e n d ,  and a l s o  f o r  p u t t i n g  up w i t h  h e r ;  and  t o  Dr.

Windham f o r  h i s  ca lm ,  s e n s i b l e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  an d  

t h e  w r i t e r .  E v e ry o n e  s h o u l d  b e  so  f o r t u n a t e  t o  have  s u c h  a 

p e r s o n  a s  a  f r i e n d ,  i n s t r u c t o r ,  a n d  g u i d i n g  f o r c e .  At a l l  

t i m e s  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  c o m m i t t e e  members c o o p e r a t e d  by  r e a d i n g  

th e  m a t e r i a l  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  and  r e t u r n i n g  t h e i r  

s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  im p ro v em en t  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  so s h e  was n o t  

s lo w e d  down i n  h e r  w o r k .  Dr.  Ron M e s s i e r ,  Dr .  B i l l  Windham, 

Dr. B i l l  B e a s l e y ,  an d  Dr .  W al ly  M aples  fo rm ed  a  p r i z e  

c o m m i t t e e .

T h e re  were  a number  o f  p e o p l e  who h e l p e d  t h e  w r i t e r  

i n  h e r  p u r s u i t  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and  to  them  

she i s  most  g r a t e f u l :  t o  Mrs.  F r a n c e s  Hv1 t e r  a n d  Mrs.

Alm yra  M ed l in  o f  M . T . S . U . ' s  I n t e r l i b r a r y  Loan D i v i s i o n ,  who 

were  c o n s t a n t l y  w r i t i n g  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h i s  

p r o j e c t ;  Dr.  F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N o rd ic  

C o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  H onno ld  L i b r a r y ,  C l a r e m o n t ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,

ii



who p u t  h e r  on  t h e  t r a c k  o f  Sw ed ish  m a t e r i a l s  w r i t t e n  by  two 

o f  t h e  " S a n f o r d  Swedes" ;  Dr.  K a r l  A n d e rs  O t t e r l a n d  o f  

Smyrna,  T e n n e s s e e ,  who g r a c i o u s l y  t r a n s l a t e d  S w ed ish  

m a t e r i a l s  f o r  h e r  an d  gave  h i s  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e i r  w o r t h ;  Mrs .  

M i l d r e d  C ask e y ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  

M em or ia l  L i b r a r y  i n  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  who made t h e  l i b r a r y  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e r  a t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  d ay s  and  h o u r s ; 

t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  who g r a n t e d  t h e  w r i t e r  

i n t e r v i e w s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s  who made h e r  v i s i t  t h e r e  so 

p l e a s a n t ;  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  Sydney 0 .  C h ase ,  S r . ,  who d ro v e  

th e  w r i t e r  a r o u n d  S a n f o r d  and  New U p s a l a ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  h o u s e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  

t h e  B e l a i r  g r o v e ;  t o  B e t t y e  D. S m i th  t h e  w r i t e r  owes a  

s p e c i a l  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e .  I n  h e r  l o v e l y  home a t  New 

U p s a l a ,  she  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  w r i t e r  h e r  y e a r s  o f  r e s e a r c h  on 

t h e  S w e d ish  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a l l o w i n g  h e r  t o  have  c o p i e s  o f  

p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  o t h e r  d o c u m en ts ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p a p e r  on 

New U p s a l a  t h a t  she  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  1979 m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  go to  my S w e d i s h  m o t h e r ,  Mrs .  Mable  

Nygren  G r e e n e ,  who t r a n s l a t e d  my h a n d w r i t i n g  t o  t y p e  t h e  

f i r s t  d r a f t ,  a n d  Mrs.  Wilma G r a n t ,  who t y p e d  t h e  f i n a l  

d r a f t .  She a lw a y s  h a d  t h e  " p a t i e n c e  o f  J o b , "  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  

t o  h a n d l e  any  p r o b l e m .



Thanks  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  

f r i e n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  D eb b ie  P i l v i n s k y  a n d  P a t t y  S i s k ,  who 

h ave  s u r v i v e d  t h e  boredom  o f  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  f o r  

o v e r  a y e a r  and  a r e  s t i l l  a r o u n d  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  

i n  h e r  new e n d e a v o r s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  a l l  my 

f a m i l y ,  b o t h  n e a r  and  f a r ,  who d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  c o u l d  be  

d o n e .



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

LIST OF APPENDIXES....................................................................................  v i

Chap t e r

I . INTRODUCTION .................................................................................  1

I I .  FLORIDA FOLLOWING THE CIVIL WAR--THE
SEARCH FOR ECONOMIC VITALITY ..............................  5

I I I .  HENRY SHELTON SANFORD.....................................................  22

IV. AMERICA'S ATTRACTION TO SWEDISH IMMIGRANTS . . 40

V. THE GREAT MIGRATION..........................................................  61

VI.  THE EARLY YEARS OF THE SANFORD CONTRACT . . . .  74

V I I .  NEW UPSALA: THE SETTLEMENT.....................................  103

V I I I .  E P I L O G U E ................................................................................... 136

APPENDIXES............................................................................................................  149

BIBLIOGRAPHY .......................................................................................................  174

v



LIST OF APPENDIXES

A ppend ix  Page

A. Map o f  F l o r i d a - - 1 8 7 0 ' s ............................................................. 150

B. Map o f  Orange  C o u n t y - - 1 8 7 0 1 s .............................................  152

C. S t a t i s t i c s  o f  I m m ig r a n t s  f r o m  Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden i n  F l o r i d a ................................... 154

D. Sw ed ish  S t o c k  i n  F l o r i d a ,  b y  N a t i v i t y
and  P a r e n t a g e - - 1 9 2 0  ...........................................................  156

E. Land  P l a t  o f  New U p s a l a .......................................................  158

F. Church  D i s s o l u t i o n  Document .............................................. 160

G. P h o t o g r a p h s .....................................................................................  164

H. P o r t r a i t  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  ...............................  172

vi



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In  1870, Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  a  c a r e e r  d i p l o m a t  

who had  s p e n t  most o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  E u r o p e ,  p u r c h a s e d  23 ,000  

s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  l a n d  i n  C e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  t h a t  became known as  

t h e  " S a n f o r d  G r a n t . "  H i s  e f f o r t s  a t  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  l a n d  

r e s u l t e d  i n  l a b o r  p r o b l e m s . I n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  them, 

S a n f o r d  b r o u g h t  one h u n d r e d  S w e d i s h  im m i g r a n t s  to  t h e  

S a n f o r d  a r e a  u n d e r  t h e  C o n t r a c t  L a b o r  Law.

I t  was  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  Sw ed ish  im m ig r a n t s  who became 

t h e  n u c l e u s  f o r  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  c a l l e d  New U p s a l a .  The f i r s t  

g r o u p  o f  S w e d i s h  im m i g r a n t s  came i n  1871,  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  

g r o u p  o f  S a n f o r d ' s  c o n t i n g e n t  a r r i v i n g  i n  1881,  u n d e r  t h e  

a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land an d  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company.

O t h e r  Sw ed ish  i m m ig r a n t s  were  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  to  t h e  s e t t l e 

m e n t ,  w h ich  t h r i v e d  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  y e a r s .

New U p sa la  w a s ,  a t  one t i m e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  Sw ed ish  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  b u t  t o d a y  i t  i s  j u s t  a 

memory among o n ly  t h e  o l d e r  c i t i z e n s  o f  S a n f o r d ,  many o f  

whom a r e  s e c o n d  and t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  S w ed ish  d e s c e n d a n t s  who 

s t i l l  make t h e i r  homes i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a .  Very few o f  t h e

1
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p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  r e m a i n ,  and  

t h e  know ledge  o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  t i m e s  ha s  p r a c t i c a l l y  f a d e d  

aw ay .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e  t o  be 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  a s  w i t n e s s e d  

b y  the  1979 m e e t in g  o f  th e  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

w h i c h  had  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  p r o g r a m  a p a p e r  on  New U p s a l a  

p r e s e n t e d  b y  B e t t y e  D. Sm i th .  T h e re  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a  number 

o f  a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  Sunday e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  O r la n d o  

S e n t i n e l  w h ic h  f o c u s e d  on v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  Sw ed ish  

c o l o n y .  However,  a l l  th e  i n t e r e s t  i s  n o t  j u s t  f ro m  t h o s e  

who l i v e  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  F l o r i d a ;  o n e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  

s a y s  t h a t  h e  i s  o f t e n  b e s i e g e d  by  S a n f o r d  s t u d e n t s  who w an t  

t o  h e a r  w h a t  the  tow n  was l i k e  i n  t h e  " o l d  d a y s . "

I n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a t i o n  h i s t o r y ,  m os t  

w r i t e r s  h a v e  f o c u s e d  on s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  M idw es t ,  w here  

l a r g e  num bers  o f  Swedes  p u t  down t h e i r  r o o t s .  However,  

t h e r e  w e re  Swedish im m i g r a n t s  who s e t t l e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and i t  i s  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e s  be r e c o r d e d  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  a  c l e a r e r  

p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  w ho le  s i t u a t i o n .  New U p s a l a  i s  a  c a s e  i n  

p o i n t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  w r i t e  an  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e 

m e n t  and i t s  p e o p l e ,  b e c a u s e ,  l i k e  many e a r l y  c o m m u n i t i e s  

a l l  ov e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  l i t t l e  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n  a t  t h e  

a c t u a l  s i t e ,  and t h e  m em or ies ,  c h e r i s h e d  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  

l e t t e r s ,  a n d  f a m i ly  s t o r i e s  t h a t  have  b e e n  h a n d ed  down f rom  

g e n e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n  and  a r e  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  a r e  now
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l a r g e l y  l o s t  t o  h i s t o r y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  

many "New U p s a l a 1s" n e e d i n g  r e d i s c o v e r y  b u t  w i t h  l i t t l e  

a v a i l a b l e  d a t a .

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  p r o p o s e s  t o  t r a c e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  

o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  New U p s a l a  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  by 

Sw ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  f r o m  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s  

u n t i l  1898, when t h e  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  h o l d i n g s  w e r e  

s o l d  t o  s e t t l e  h i s  e s t a t e .  The work  w i l l  be  l a r g e l y  b a s e d  

on t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  

"The A m erican  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d , "  and  num erous  

s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a t i o n .

T he re  w i l l  b e  a r e a s ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  i m m ig r a n t  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h e re  i t  becomes n e c e s s a r y  t o  make comments and  

b a s e  ju d g m e n ts  l a r g e l y  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  i t  was i n  o t h e r  

s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  were  s i m i l a r  i n  t i m e ,  l o c a t i o n ,  o r  econom ic  

s t a t u s  to  t h e  one  a t  New U p s a l a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Swedes 

were  n o t  known f o r  k e e p i n g  j o u r n a l s  o r  d i a r i e s ,  and t h o s e  

who h a d  a lm a n a c s  u s u a l l y  e n t e r e d  o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  

c o n c e r n e d  t h e  w e a t h e r  o r  t h e i r  c r o p s .  However,  numerous  

" A m er ica  l e t t e r s "  w e re  e x c h a n g e d  b e tw e e n  t h e  New World  and  

th e  O ld  C o u n t r y ,  and  i t  i s  f r o m  t h e s e  t h a t  we c a n  l e a r n  

s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and  r e a l i t y  o f  i m m ig r a n t  

l i f e .  I n  many c a s e s  t h e  i m m ig r a n t  w r o t e  home a b o u t  t h e  way 

he h o p e d  to  f i n d  t h i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d e s c r i b e  h i s  a c t u a l  

s e t t i n g ,  w h ic h  i n  i t s e l f  t e l l s  u s  s o m e t h in g  o f  t h e
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i m m i g r a n t ' s  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  a  p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  m e a s u r i n g  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e re  f u l f i l l e d .

B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  New U p s a l a ,  i t  

w o u ld  be  h e l p f u l  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  econom ic  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

F l o r i d a  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  end  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War, an d  how 

c o n d i t i o n s  l e d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  s u c h  a s  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  

t o  i n v e s t  t i m e ,  money, an d  dreams i n  t h e  s t a t e .  P a r t i c u l a r  

e m p h a s i s  w i l l  be  p l a c e d  on S a n f o r d ' s  p l a n s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a 

l a r g e  l a n d  t r a c t  w h ic h  l e d  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Sw ed ish  

i m m i g r a n t  l a b o r e r s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  an d  t o  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a  community  c a l l e d  New U p s a l a .



CHAPTER II

FLORIDA FOLLOWING THE CIVIL WAR--THE 

SEARCH FOR ECONOMIC VITALITY

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, F l o r i d a  f a c e d  t h e  t a s k  o f  

r e b u i l d i n g  h e r  economy, w h ic h  had  b e e n  s e v e r e l y  damaged by 

t h e  c o n f l i c t .  Numerous f a r m s  and p l a n t a t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  

a b an d o n e d ,  p o r t  a r e a s  l e f t  t o  r u i n ,  and  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e tw e e n  b l a c k s - - t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r i m a r y  l a b o r  f o r c e - - a n d  w h i t e  

em p lo y e es  h a d  t o  u n d e r g o  a  change.'*'  However ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  

o f  r e b u i l d i n g  was n o t  t o  be  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  p l a n t e r  

economy t h a t  h a d  d o m in a t e d  i n  F l o r i d a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  

War. The o l d  s y s t e m  was t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  by  new form s  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  by e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Many 

n o r t h e r n e r s  w e re  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  Yankee i n g e n u i t y  c o u l d  

s u c c e e d  w here  s o u t h e r n  e f f o r t s  h a d  f a i l e d ,  an d  t h e y  w e re  

e a g e r  t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s p a t e ' s  economy.

T h e re  was l i t t l e  d o u b t  among k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

F l o r i d i a n s  a s  t o  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  econom ic  s i t u a t i o n .

^George  E. P o z z e t t a ,  " F o r e i g n e r s  i n  F l o r i d a :  A S tu d y
o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  P r o m o t i o n , "  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  53 
( 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 5 ) : 1 6 4 .  ( H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  P o z z e t t a ,  " F o r e i g n e r s  
i n  F l o r i d a . )
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J u d g e  J .  B. W h i t f i e l d  r e m a r k e d ,  " T h e r e  a r e  no words  w i t h
2

w h ic h  to  make you  u n d e r s t a n d  how p o o r  we w e r e . "  However,  

t h e r e  w e re  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  t h a t  s u f f e r e d  l e s s  t h a n  o t h e r s . 

J a c k s o n v i l l e  was one  exam ple .  Her  lu m b e r  i n d u s t r y  was b e i n g  

r e v i v e d  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  N o r t h e r n  c a p i t a l  a n d ,  by 1870,  t h e  

t o u r i s t s  w e re  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e t u r n ,  s e e k i n g  a n  e s c a p e  f rom  

w i n t e r  b l i z z a r d s .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p a n s i o n  was a l s o  t a k i n g  

p l a c e  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  new o r a n g e  g r o v e s .  O range  c u l t u r e  was 

n o t  new t o  F l o r i d a  b u t  a t  t h i s  t im e  i t  was n o t  v e r y  

e x t e n s i v e .  Th is  s i t u a t i o n  w o u ld  ch an g e  r a p i d l y  a s  g r o v e s  

b e g a n  to  move f u r t h e r  s o u t h  and  t h e  i n d u s t r y  became o f  v a s t  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  economy.

Many F l o r i d i a n s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  key  t o  renewed  

e conom ic  v i t a l i t y  was t h e  r a p i d  p o p u l a t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

u n u s e d  l a n d s  and t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  a  s t a b l e  l a b o r  f o r c e .

The F l o r i d a  A g r i c u l t u r i s t  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

i m m i g r a t i o n  was t h e  answer  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e conom ic  p r o b l e m .  

Through  i t s  e d i t o r i a l s  th e  j o u r n a l  s t a t e d  t h a t  

" u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  F l o r i d a ' s  g r e a t e s t  n e e d  i s  i m m i g r a t i o n ;  

n e x t  to  i m m i g r a t i o n  i s  c a p i t a l .  Some w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  p l a c e  

t h e  l a s t  i t e m  f i r s t  b u t  i n  d o i n g  so t h e y  make a m i s t a k e .  

C a p i t a l  i s  p o w e r f u l  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  l a b o r  i t

2
K a t h e r i n e  Abbey Hanna ,  F l o r i d a :  Land  o f  Change

( C h a p e l  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 8 ) ,
p .  353.
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i s  p o w e r l e s s . "  T h e r e  were  o t h e r s  who e c h o e d  t h e s e  

s e n t i m e n t s .

One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e r e  was i n t e r e s t  i n  new 

s e t t l e r s  and  a  new l a b o r  f o r c e  was w h i t e  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  

b l a c k  l a b o r  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The p r o b le m  seemed t o  be  t h a t  t h e  

f r ee m e n  w e re  n o t  w i l l i n g  to  s t a y  on t h e  s m a l l  f a rm s  o r  i n  

t h e  c o u n t r y  b u t  d e s i r e d  to  move to  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s .  T h i s  

made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  l a b o r e r s  f o r  t h e  g r o v e s  and  f a r m s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  l a c k  o f  a v a i l a b l e  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  

t h e r e  was t h e  f e e l i n g  among many w h i t e s  t h a t  t h e  f r eem en  

w ere  n e i t h e r  e f f i c i e n t  n o r  d e p e n d a b l e . ^  O t h e r s  f o u n d  them 

u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  any  work  o t h e r  t h a n  r a i s i n g  c o t t o n .  B ec a u se  

o f  t h e s e  a t t i t u d e s ,  F l o r i d i a n s  were  l o o k i n g  e l s e w h e r e  f o r  a 

l a b o r  f o r c e .

Many o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c i t i z e n s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  

i n  f o r e i g n  i m m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  

t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  They f e l t  t h a t ,  even  i f  a  

s m a l l  number o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  came s o u t h ,  F l o r i d a  c o u l d  

r e p l a c e  i t s  " i m p r o v i d e n t  work  f o r c e  and  grow t o  i t s  f u l l e s t  

p o t e n t i a l . " ' ’ The f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  w ere  

w h i t e  E u r o p e a n s  a l s o  e n h a n c e d  t h e i r  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s . The 

p r o b l e m  l a y  i n  how to  a t t r a c t  them t o  F l o r i d a .

3
P o z z e t t a ,  " F o r e i g n e r s  i n  F l o r i d a , "  p p .  1 6 4 -1 6 5 .  

^ I b i d . ,  p .  165.

^Ibid., p. 166.
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P r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, few E u ro p ea n  i m m i g r a n t s  h a d

s e t t l e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  T h i s  was p r i m a r i l y  due  to  t h a t

s e c t i o n ' s  u s e  o f  s l a v e  l a b o r  and  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  w h ich

made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  f i n d  j o b s  o r  a c q u i r e

l a n d .  I n  1860, 1 0 8 ,6 7 2  im m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  New York

p o r t  and ,  o f  t h a t  number ,  o n l y  5 ,382  w e n t  to  t h e  s l a v e
0

s t a t e s ,  a n d  l e s s  t h a n  1 ,000  t o  t h e  G u l f  s t a t e s .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  made an 

e f f o r t  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  f o r e i g n  l a b o r  a n d  c a p i t a l  t h a t  w ere  

coming i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  One o f  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  

i n c l u d e d  h a v i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  c o m m is s io n s  w i t h  a g e n t s  i n  New 

York  who w ere  t o  t r y  to  h i r e  im m i g r a n t s  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a b o r e r s .

A f t e r  1868,  o t h e r  i m m ig r a n t  l a b o r e r s  moved so u th w ard  

due  to t h e  f a l l  o f  w h e a t  p r i c e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  t h e  

r e s u l t i n g  low w a g e s .  At t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  

s o u t h e r n e r s  t h a t  t h e y  must  become u s e d  t o  f r e e  w h i t e  l a b o r  

a n d  must  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b r e a k  up t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n t o  

s m a l l e r  f a r m s  t h a t  m ig h t  be s o l d  to  t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s .

To p ro m o te  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  J .  S.  Adams was a p p o i n t e d  

C o m m iss io n e r  o f  L an d s  and I m m i g r a t i o n  i n  1869, w i t h  t h e  t a s k  

o f  i n d u c i n g  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e r s  to  buy l a n d  and i n v e s t  i n  

o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  F l o r i d a .  I n  th e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  p r i m a r y

0
F l o r e n c e  E d i t h  J a n s o n ,  The Background  o f  Swedish  

I m m i g r a t i o n ,  184 0 -1 9 3 0  ( C h ic a g o :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ch icago
P r e s s ,  1 931 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New York: Arno P r e s s  a n d  th e
New York T i m e s , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  253 .
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m eth o d  u sed  was p u b l i c i t y  and a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  some 

c a s e s  a g e n t s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o m o t e r s  w e r e  h i r e d  and  s e n t  

to  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  t o  s o l i c i t  i m m i g r a n t s .  D en n is  Eagan, 

F l o r i d a ' s  C o m m iss io n e r  o f  Lands and  I m m i g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  was o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  a d v e r t i s i n g  

cam p a ig n  w ould  b e  m os t  b e n e f i c i a l  b e c a u s e  " i t  w o u ld  i n s t r u c t  

u n i n f o r m e d  f o r e i g n e r s  a s  to  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

. . and " t h i s  p u b l i c i t y  w o u ld  c o u n t e r a c t  w h a t  F l o r i d i a n s

b e l i e v e d  to  b e  a  w i d e s p r e a d  and  p o w e r f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  lobby  

w o r k i n g  a g a i n s t  s t a t e  i n t e r e s t s . " ^

I t ,  t h u s ,  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B u re au  o f  

I m m i g r a t i o n  t o  d e v i s e  a  c am pa ign  t o  p ro m o te  i m m i g r a t i o n .

I t s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  was t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  two 

p r o m o t i o n a l  p a m p h l e t s ,  The F l o r i d a  S e t t l e r  and  The F l o r i d a
g

C o l o n i s t . The B u re au  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  a  s h o r t - l i v e d

^ P o z e t t a ,  " F o r e i g n e r s  i n  F l o r i d a , "  p .  167.
g

E v i d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  n e e d  t o  a t t r a c t  e m i g r a n t s  i s  ‘ 
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  D en n is  Eagan,  F l o r i d a  
C om m iss ione r  o f  Lands and  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  i n  The F l o r i d a  
S e t t l e r - - t h e  S i x t h  Annual  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Commission  o f  Lands 
and  I m m i g r a t i o n  ( T a l l a h a s s e e :  C h a r l e s  H. W a l t o n ,  P r i n t e r ,
1 8 7 4 ) ’ p p .  1 5 - 1 6 .  "Among t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  
n o t  t h e  l e a s t  n o t i c e a b l e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  v a s t  m i g r a t i o n s  o f  
c o l o r e d  l a b o r  w h i c h  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  U nder  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  
r a c e  p r e j u d i c e ,  b i t t e r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  and  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  a d v i c e  o f  some o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  C o l o r e d  men o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
immense numbers  o f  t h e  l a b o r e r s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  h ave  b e e n  s e e n  
g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  e f f e c t s ,  and ,  l e a v i n g  
b e h i n d  them t h e i r  p a t c h e s  o f  l a n d  and  l o g  c a b i n s ,  h a v e  gone 
i n  s e a r c h  o f  homes  i n  S t a t e s  w h e re  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  
l e s s  p r o n o u n c e d ,  and  w here  t h e i r  p e r s o n s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  w i l l  
be  more  s e c u r e ,  t h a n  i n  t h o s e  w h e re  t h e i r  l o t  h a s  b e e n  
h i t h e r t o  c a s t .  So e x t e n s i v e  h a s  t h i s  movement b e e n ,  t h a t  
i t s  r e s u l t s  b i d  f a i r  to  b e  d i s a s t r o u s  to  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l
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n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  I m m i g r a n t , and  a  M o n th ly  B u l l e t i n . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  w ere  v ie w e d  a s  f a i l u r e s  and ,  i n  

1891, t h e  B u re au  was a b o l i s h e d .

D u r in g  t h e  same t im e  p e r i o d  ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 8 9 1 ) ,  t h e r e  w ere  

o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  were  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

i m m i g r a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  g roup  w ere  c o u n t y  an d  l o c a l  g o v e r n 

m e n t s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  f a r m  g r o u p s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  c o m p a n i e s ,  

w e a l t h y  l a n d o w n e r s ,  mine  o w n e r s ,  and  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s .  

However,  by  1881, i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  be  a 

j o i n t  e f f o r t .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e s e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o u l d  be  h e l d  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e  on 

A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1881.  A t  t h a t  t im e  t h e y  w ould  d i s c u s s  ways o f  

c o o r d i n a t i n g  p r o m o t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  

t h e  s t a t e .

The c o n v e n t i o n  p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  " F l o r i d a  h a s  s im p ly

to  d e v i s e  m e thods  o f  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  a c c u r a t e  and  t i m e l y

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  i t s e l f ,  a n d  s e t t l e r s  w o u ld  come 
g

f l o c k i n g . "  I t  was  d e c i d e d  t h a t  e a c h  c o u n t y  s h o u l d  

e s t a b l i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o r  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  g a t h e r  

m a t e r i a l  a n d  p u b l i s h  i t  i n  p a m p h l e t  fo rm .  I t  was f u r t h e r  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  B u re a u  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  w h ic h  had

i n t e r e s t s  o f  some o f  t h e  S t a t e s .  G e o r g i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
K e n tu ck y ,  T e n n e s s e e  and  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  a r e  c r y i n g  o u t  f o r  
l a b o r e r s  t o  come a n d  t i l l  t h e i r  w a s t e  f i e l d s ;  and  b y  means 
o f  r a i l r o a d  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  and  g o v e r n 
m e n t a l  a i d  a r e  s e e k i n g  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l o s t  e n e r g i e s  
by  means o f  i m m i g r a t i o n .  . . . "

^Ibid., pp. 168-169.
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n o t  y e t  f o l d e d ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e s e  p a m p h l e t s  p r i n t e d  i n  

s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .

One fo rm  o f  u n s o l i c i t e d  p u b l i c i t y  was t h e  " F l o r i d a  

l e t t e r s , "  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  i n  n e w s p a p e r s  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

j o u r n a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and  s t r e s s e d  t h e  e a s e  

o f  a c q u i r i n g  w e a l t h  f ro m  c i t r u s  g ro w in g .  One s e t t l e r  

r e m a r k e d ,  " E v e ry b o d y  t h a t  c an  u s e  a  p e n ,  on coming h e r e ,  

seems to  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  w r i t e  a 

l e t t e r  a b o u t  F l o r i d a  t o  some n e w s p a p e r  n o r t h .

T h e re  w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  so many r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n f o r m a 

t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  New E n g l a n d  E m i g r a n t  Aid  

S o c i e t y  h o p e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  demand by  p u b l i s h i n g  a  p a m p h l e t  

i n  1867, e n t i t l e d  F l o r i d a :  The A d v a n ta g e s  an d  In d u c e m e n t s

Which I t  O f f e r s  To I m m i g r a n t s . The demand e x c e e d e d  t h e  

s u p p l y ,  and  t h i s  and  o t h e r  t r a v e l  a c c o u n t s  and  g u i d e s  t o  

F l o r i d a  became b e s t  s e l l e r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e s e  r e a d e r s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  v i e w  o f  F l o r i d a  a s  i t  a p p e a r e d  i n  

t h e s e  v a r i o u s  p e r i o d i c a l s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  

a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  o f t e n  l e d  t o  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  and  

f r u s t r a t i o n  when t h e  i m m ig r a n t  a r r i v e d  i n  h i s  new home, and  

f o u n d  m a t t e r s  q u i t e  u n l i k e  w h a t  he  h a d  b e e n  l e d  t o  e x p e c t .

P r i o r  t o  1900,  t h i s  p u b l i c i t y  was d i r e c t e d  to w a r d  

im m i g r a n t s  o f  a l l  t y p e s  and n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  However,  ev en

^ J e r r y  Wood Weeks,  " F l o r i d a  Gold : The Em ergence  o f
t h e  F l o r i d a  C i t r u s  I n d u s t r y ,  1 8 6 5 -1 8 9 5 "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  C h ap e l  H i l l ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p p .  1 7 - 1 8 .
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t h e n  t h e r e  w ere  o c c a s i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f

a t t r a c t i n g  o n l y  t h o s e  s e t t l e r s  who had  b e e n  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  w e r e  a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  c o u n t r y ' s

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  v a l u e s .  B u t ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  a  h e a r t y  welcome
11was e x t e n d e d  t o  a l l  i m m i g r a n t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  open

i n v i t a t i o n ,  once  t h e  im m ig r a n t s  a c t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  on  t h e

s c e n e ,  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i e t y  was n o t

an  e a s y  o n e .  T h e re  e x i s t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t e n s i o n ,  d i s t r u s t ,

and  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on t h e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  a n d

t h e  F l o r i d i a n s .  P o z z e t t a  r e m a rk s  t h a t :

N a t i v e s  g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  newcomers  s h o u l d  c o n f o r m  
t o  the  same s o c i a l  and  econom ic  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t h e n  
a f f e c t i n g  b l a c k s ;  t h e y  a ssum ed  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  
c o n t e n t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  b o t to m  ru n g  o f  s o c i e t y .  The o n l y  
d i f f e r e n c e ,  i n  n a t i v e  e y e s ,  w o u ld  be  t h a t  t h e s e  new 
a r r i v a l s  w ould  w ork  more e f f i c i e n t l y  and  d e p e n d a b l y  t h a n  
t h e  r e p l a c e d  N e g r o e s . 12

Many l a r g e  l a n d o w n e r s  h o p e d  to  s e e  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  

become e n t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  t e n a n t  s y s t e m  w h e re  t h e y  would  

s i m p l y  ch an g e  p l a c e s  w i t h  t h e  Negro  c r o p p e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

become la n d o w n e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  Most i m m ig r a n t s  knew t o  a v o i d  

t h e  t e n a n t  l a n d h o l d i n g  s y s te m .  I n  f a c t ,  many h a d  l e f t  t h e i r  

n a t i v e  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  and t h e y  

had  no d e s i r e  t o  e x c h a n g e  one fo rm  o f  t e n a n c y  f o r  a n o t h e r .  

A l t h o u g h  a p p e a l s  w e r e  made to  ch an g e  t h e  s y s t e m ,  l i t t l e  was  

done a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  t o  im p ro v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

^ P o z z e t t a ,  " F o r e i g n e r s  i n  F l o r i d a , "  p .  169 .

12Ibid., pp. 172-173.
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Even th o u g h  num erous  e f f o r t s  were  made t o  a t t r a c t  

f o r e i g n  im m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  o r a n g e  b e l t ,  t h e s e  met  w i t h  

l i m i t e d  s u c c e s s .  T h i s  seems to  h a v e  b e en  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  

c l i m a t e  an d  v e g e t a t i o n  w h ic h  were  so  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  t h e  

hom elands  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s ,  and  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  o t h e r  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  

L a r g e  numbers  o f  E u r o p e a n  im m i g r a n t s  d i d  n o t  p o p u l a t e  

F l o r i d a  n o r  d i d  t h e y  r e p l a c e  N egroes  a s  th e  m a in  l a b o r  

f o r c e .  Those  few who d i d  c h o o se  t o  s e t t l e  p e r m a n e n t l y  w ere  

s e e k i n g  a  b e t t e r  way o f  l i f e ,  and w e re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

a c q u i r i n g  t h e i r  own l a n d  o r  f i n d i n g  more p r o f i t a b l e  u s e s  f o r  

t h e i r  s k i l l s  t h a n  w e re  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o t t o n  f i e l d s  o r  

o r a n g e  g r o v e s .

A l t h o u g h  F l o r i d a  l a r g e l y  f a i l e d  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  

i m m ig r a n t  l a b o r ,  s h e  was more  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  

n o r t h e r n  c a p i t a l .  T h e re  h a d  been  l i t t l e  n o r t h e r n  i n t e r e s t  

i n  F l o r i d a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  n o r t h e r n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  One 

s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l  was J a c o b  B ro c k ,  a  s t e a m b o a t  c a p t a i n ,  who 

c h o se  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  u p p e r  S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r  i n  w h ic h  to  

s t a k e  h i s  f o r t u n e .  He h a d  come t o  F l o r i d a  n o t  to  i n c r e a s e  

h i s  f o r t u n e  b u t  t o  e a r n  o n e .  Brock f o r e s a w  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t o u r i s t  t r a v e l  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  Lake 

Monroe,  w h i c h  fo rm s  t h e  g a tew a y  t o  t h e  u p p e r  S t .  J o h n s  an d ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  h e  had  b u i l t  an  i n n  on  i t s  

n o r t h e r n  s h o r e  a t  a  s e t t l e m e n t  known a s  E n t e r p r i s e .  The



14

Brock House soon became f a m o u s ,  n o t  j u s t  as  a  s t o p p i n g  p l a c e

f o r  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  s t e a m b o a t  p a s s e n g e r s  b u t  a l s o  as  ' " a

p a r a d i s e  f o r  s p o r t s m e n '  who were  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a
13b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  e x c e l l e n t  h u n t i n g  and  f i s h i n g . "

The s e c o n d  o f  t h e s e  p r e - C i v i l  War e n t r e p r e n e u r s  was 

Count F r e d e r i c k  De Bary,  a  member o f  a n  a n c i e n t  B e l g i a n  

n o b l e  f a m i l y ,  who h a d  i m m i g r a t e d  f r o m  Germany t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  i n  1851. De Bary h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  New Y ork ,  w h e re  he 

s e r v e d  a s  the  A m e r ic an  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  Mumm's Champagne, 

w h ich  a t  t h a t  t im e  was t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  b r a n d  o f  t h a t  w in e  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Soon De Bary h a d  am assed  a f o r t u n e .  

However,  h i s  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  h i s  p r o d u c t ,  com bined  wi th ,  

b u s i n e s s  p r o b le m s ,  c a u s e d  De Bary  t o  move t o  F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  

1 8 6 0 ' s  i n  an a t t e m p t  to  r e c o v e r  h i s  h e a l t h .  T h e r e ,  j u s t  

n o r t h  o f  E n t e r p r i s e ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  Lake  Monroe,  h e  b u i l t  an  

i m p r e s s i v e  h u n t i n g  l o d g e .  H e r e ,  he a l s o  p l a n t e d  a l a r g e  

o ra n g e  g r o v e ,  and  " t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w i n t e r  mon ths  he i m i t a t e d  

i n  F l o r i d a  the  b a r o n i a l  l i f e  o f  h i s  f o r e f a t h e r s  i n  

B e lg iu m .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, De B a r y  t u r n e d  h i s  l o c a t i o n  

i n t o  a  p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e .  To amuse h i s  g u e s t s ,

De B ary  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  a s m a l l  s t e a m e r ,  th e  G eorge  M. B i r d ,

"^B ranch  C a b e l l  and  A. J .  H a n n a ,  The S t .  J o h n s :  A
P a r a d e  o f  D i v e r s i t i e s  (New Y ork :  F a r r a r  & R i n e h a r t ,  I n c . ,
1 9 4 3 ) ,  p .  266.

14Ibid., p. 269.
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on w h ic h  t h e y  t r a v e l e d  up and  down t h e  S t .  J o h n s  s e e i n g  t h e  

s i g h t s .  When De B ary  was t o  be  away f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s ,  t h e  

s h i p ' s  c a p t a i n  a s k e d  t h a t  he  be a l l o w e d  t o  u s e  i t  f o r  

c a r r y i n g  p a y i n g  p a s s e n g e r s .  When De B ary  r e t u r n e d  to  

E n t e r p r i s e ,  he  f o u n d  t h a t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  h a d  become q u i t e  

p r o f i t a b l e .  T h i s  v e n t u r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  t h e  F r e d e r i c k  

De B ary  S t e a m s h ip  L i n e ,  w h ic h  was one o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  

f i r m s  i n  F l o r i d a .

T h r ee  o f  t h e  b e s t  known i n v e s t o r s  i n  F l o r i d a ' s  

f u t u r e  w e re  H a m i l t o n  D i s s t o n ,  Henry  B r a d l e y  P l a n t ,  and  H enry  

M o r r i s o n  F l a g l e r .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  men w e re  N o r t h e r n e r s  who 

were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f - t h e  

s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  D i s s t o n ,  a  P h i l a d e l p h i a n ,  b o u g h t  up o n e -  

n i n t h  o f  t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  an d ,  i n  d o i n g  s o ,  

e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  l a n d o w n e r .  He 

s a v e d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  f rom b a n k r u p t c y  and  s e r v e d  a s  a  

model f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  F l o r i d a  p r o m o t e r s .  P l a n t ,  a 

C o n n e c t i c u t  Yankee who h a d  s p e n t  t h e  w ar  y e a r s  i n  A u g u s t a ,  

G e o r g i a ,  " c o n v i n c e d  N o r t h e r n e r s  t o  i n v e s t  money i n  t h e  

S o u t h - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  F l o r i d a - - a n d  c o n v i n c e d  S o u t h e r n e r s - -  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  F l o r i d a - - t o  u s e  t h a t  money f o r  t h e i r  own 

d e v e l o p m e n t . " ^  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  P l a n t  w ou ld  make o v e r  

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  F l a g l e r  w ou ld  o v e r s e e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o s t  

o f  F l o r i d a ' s  e a s t  c o a s t - - f r o m  J a c k s o n v i l l e  t o  Key W es t .

■ ^ C h a r l e s  E. H a r n e r ,  F l o r i d a ' s  P r o m o t e r s :  The Men
Who Made I t  B ig  (Tampa: T r e n d  House ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p^ 18.
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Upon h i s  d e a t h ,  r e p o r t e d l y  o f  e x h a u s t i o n ,  i n  May, 1913,  he  

was w o r t h  w e l l  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

What i s  p e r h a p s  more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  t h e  w e a l t h  

t h e y  a c c u m u l a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e s  was t h e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h e y  made i n  t e r m s  o f  p l a n s ,  d r e a m s ,  d e v e l o p 

ment ,  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  f o r  F l o r i d a .  I t  was men l i k e  t h e s e  who 

f o r e s a w  t h e  econom ic  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  

and  t h e n  d i d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  At t h e  t im e  t h a t  D i s s t o n  

b o u g h t  h i s  4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s ,  t h e  p r i c e  was o n l y  25b an  a c r e  

b u t  no one was e v e n  w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  t h a t  amount .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  

1864, a  w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  New York H e r a l d  h a d  s t a t e d :  " I  am

c o n f i d e n t  no s a n e  man who knows w ha t  F l o r i d a  i s  w ou ld  

g i v e  . . .  a t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  t o  g a i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  b e y o n d  t h e  S t .  J o h n s .  No d e c e n t  man w o u ld  t h i n k  

o f  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o u t s i d e  o f  two o r  t h r e e  p o i n t s  on  t h e
1 fiS t .  J o h n s  and  t h e  G u l f . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  D i s s t o n  d i d

p u r c h a s e  6 ,2 5 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s  i n  F l o r i d a  i n  1881, an d  t h i s

p u r c h a s e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f

F l o r i d a  g o v e rn m e n t  and  m aking  t h e  s t a t e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e

moneyed i n t e r e s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Henry  F l a g l e r  a n d  Henry  P l a n t ,
1 1

who e s t a b l i s h e d  e m p i r e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  and  w e s t  o f  D i s s t o n .  '

P l a n t  was  t o  s e t  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

F l o r i d a ' s  w e s t  c o a s t .  He f i r s t  became f a m i l i a r  w i t h  F l o r i d a

16Ibid., pp. 14-15.
17Ibid., p. 13.
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a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  h i s  w i f e ' s  p h y s i c i a n .  She was 

s u f f e r i n g  f rom  t u b e r c u l o s i s  and  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  sh e  g e t  

away f ro m  New Y o r k ' s  c o l d  w e a t h e r  by  s p e n d i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  

F l o r i d a .  T h i s  was i n  1853, a n d ,  i n  1854,  P l a n t  became 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s  company 

f o r  w h ic h  he  was w o r k i n g ,  an d  was h e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  A u g u s t a ,  

G e o r g i a .

When t h e  C i v i l  War b r o k e  o u t ,  P l a n t  b o u g h t  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  d i v i s i o n ,  and  u s e d  i t  t o  a i d  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  

G overnm ent .  However,  due t o  i l l  h e a l t h ,  h e  was f o r c e d  to  

l e a v e  G e o r g i a  and  r e s t  i n  E u r o p e .  A f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  

w a r ,  he  r e t u r n e d  t o  A u g u s t a ,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  h im  n o r t h e r n  

money and  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  m ore .  P l a n t  b o u g h t  up t h e  b a n k r u p t  

r a i l r o a d s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a s  f a s t  a s  he  c o u l d ,  and  s p e n t  

much o f  h i s  t im e  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  r a i l r o a d  c a r  t r a v e l i n g  t h e  

r o u t e s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  E x p r e s s  Company an d  h i s  g ro w in g  

n e t w o r k  o f  r a i l r o a d s .

I n  1881,  when D i s s t o n  t o o k  t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  up 

on t h e  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  l a n d  d e a l ,  P l a n t  now saw F l o r i d a  a s  a 

p l a c e  w h e re  p e o p l e  c o u l d  do b u s i n e s s .  P r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s  

b u s i n e s s  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  u n r e l i a b l e  due to  an  u n s o u n d  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  and  f i n a n c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Now P l a n t  q u i c k l y  

fo rm ed  t h e  P l a n t  I n v e s t m e n t  Company (one  o f  t h e  s t o c k h o l d e r s  

was Henry  F l a g l e r ) , w h ich  o p e n e d  up t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  

F l o r i d a  w i t h  a  r a i l - s t e a m s h i p  o p e r a t i o n  known a s  t h e  

J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Tampa 6c Key West L i n e .  He a l s o  s e t  up a
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s t e a m b o a t  l i n e  f rom  J a c k s o n v i l l e  and  P a l a t k a  t o  S a n f o r d ,

a n d  b o u g h t  t h e  S o u th  F l o r i d a  R a i l r o a d ,  w h ic h  r a n  f rom

S a n f o r d  t o  O r l a n d o  to  K is s im m ee .  By 1884,  i t  was " p o s s i b l e

to  t r a v e l  on  t h e  P l a n t  S y s tem  a l l  t h e  way f rom  Tampa to

J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  t h e n  on t o  Savannah  and C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u th

C a r o l i n a ,  w here  c o n n e c t i o n s  w e re  made w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t i c
18C o a s t  L i n e  t o  J e r s e y  C i t y . "  Not o n l y  d i d  P l a n t  h a v e  t h i s

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  b u t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i t  h e  a c q u i r e d  a

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l a n d  i n  F l o r i d a .  F o r ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e

s t a t e  r e w a r d e d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  com p an ies  w i t h  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e -

h e l d  l a n d  f o r  e a c h  m i l e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Much o f  t h i s  l a n d

was s o l d  by P l a n t  t o  l a r g e  lu m b e r  c o m p a n i e s ,  i n v e s t m e n t

c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a n d  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s .

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  P l a n t  came t o  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  t h e

c i t y  o f  Tampa. I t  had  b e e n  a l m o s t  d e s t r o y e d  by  a  s i e g e  o f

y e l l o w  f e v e r ,  b u t  h i s  a n n o u n cem en t  t h a t  h e  was g o i n g  t o

i n v e s t  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  a  h o t e l  and  s e a p o r t

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  c i t y  b r o u g h t  i t  b a c k  to  l i f e .

The C o t t o n  S t a t e s  and  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x p o s i t i o n

h o n o r e d  P l a n t  i n  1895, upon  w h ic h  o c c a s i o n  t h e  A t l a n t a

C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e m a r k e d :  "Above any  o t h e r  man l i v i n g  h e

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g r e a t  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w h ic h  h a s  come

o v e r  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  and  w h ic h  marks  t h e
19s u c c e s s  o f  f r e e  o v e r  s l a v e  l a b o r . "  T h i s  e d i t o r i a l

18Ibid., p. 23.
19Ibid., p. 26.
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a p p e a r e d  on  O c t o b e r  27,  1895,  P l a n t ' s  6 7 th  b i r t h d a y .  He 

w o u ld  l i v e  t o  e n j o y  t h r e e  m ore .  D u r i n g  t h a t  t im e  he  w o u ld  

be  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  War e f f o r t  

f ro m  P o r t  Tampa t o  Havana ,  Cuba, a n d  w i t h  i n v e s t m e n t s  b o t h  

i n  F l o r i d a  and  e l s e w h e r e .

H enry  M o r r i s o n  F l a g l e r ,  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f  D i s s t o n

a n d  P l a n t ,  g u i d e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  e a s t  c o a s t - -

f ro m  J a c k s o n v i l l e  t o  Key W es t .  Miam i,  Palm Beach  C o u n ty ,

D a y to n a ,  a n d  a  number  o f  l e s s e r  p l a c e s  were  d e v e l o p e d  by

F l a g l e r .  He h as  b e e n  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  d o in g  more  f o r  F l o r i d a
20b e t w e e n  1885 and  1913  th a n  any  d e v e l o p e r  a n y w h ere .

F l a g l e r  was  b o r n  i n  1830 i n  H o p ew e l l ,  New Y o rk .  His  

c h i l d h o o d  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  p o v e r t y  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have  

e n c o u r a g e d  h i s  a m b i t i o n  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s .  A f t e r  t h e  

C i v i l  War, F l a g l e r  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  w i t h  

J o h n  D. R o c k e f e l l e r  a s  h i s  p a r t n e r .  T h e i r  o i l  f i r m  o f  

R o c k e f e l l e r ,  Andrews and F l a g l e r  w o u ld  become t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  

o f  t h e  S t a n d a r d  O i l  T r u s t .

L i k e  P l a n t ,  F l a g l e r  f i r s t  v i s i t e d  F l o r i d a  b e c a u s e  o f  

h i s  w i f e ' s  b a d  h e a l t h .  They,  t o o ,  c h o s e  J a c k s o n v i l l e  i n  

w h ic h  to  s p e n d  s e v e r a l  w i n t e r s .  H is  f i r s t  w i f e  d i e d  i n  1881, 

and  when F l a g l e r  r e m a r r i e d  h e  chose  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  f o r  t h e  

honeymoon t r i p .  The c i t y  was ru n  down a t  t h i s  t im e  ( 1 8 8 3 -  

1 8 8 4 ) ,  and d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have  much f u t u r e ,  e x c e p t  f o r

20Ibid., p. 29.
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t h e  s u n s h i n e  a n d  b lo o m in g  f l o w e r s  which w e r e  a  j o y  a f t e r  t h e  

N o r t h ,  which  was  e x p e r i e n c i n g  one  o f  i t s  w o r s t  w i n t e r s .

They r e t u r n e d  t h e  n e x t  w i n t e r  an d  found t h a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  

had  a  new, s m a l l  b u t  l u x u r i o u s  h o t e l  t h a t  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  

w e a l t h y  N o r t h e r n e r s .

Th is  g ave  F l a g l e r  t h e  i d e a  o f  i n v e s t i n g  p a r t  o f  h i s  

own f o r t u n e  i n  F l o r i d a .  His  f i r s t  move was  t o  b u i l d  t h e  

f i n e s t  h o t e l  t h e  South  h a d  e v e r  s e e n .  I t  w a s  to  be  named 

t h e  Ponce  De Leon and w as  to  be l o c a t e d  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e .

At t h i s  t ime i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  a f e r r y  b o a t  a c r o s s  

t h e  S t .  Johns  R i v e r  f ro m  J a c k s o n v i l l e  and t h e n  r i d e  o n  a 

s m a l l  r a i l r o a d  t o  S t .  A u g u s t i n e .  F l a g l e r  b o u g h t  t h e  r a i l 

r o a d ,  b u i l t  a  b r i d g e  a n d  p u t  i n  s t a n d a r d  g a u g e  t r a c k s ,  and 

had  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  w o r k i n g  o r d e r  b y  th e  t i m e  th e  

h o t e l  op en ed ,  J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1888. B ecause  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  S t .  

A u g u s t i n e  became th e  f a v o r i t e  w i n t e r  r e s o r t  o f  the  w e a l t h y .

F l a g l e r  was s i x t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d  when  he s e r i o u s l y

u n d e r t o o k  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  e a s t  c o a s t .  "He

c o n v e r t e d  i t ,  i n  th e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  r e m a i n i n g  t o  him, f r o m  a

w a s t e l a n d  w i t h  a  few s c a t t e r e d  v i l l a g e s  i n t o  one o f  t h e  most

p r o s p e r o u s  and  d e s i r a b l e  s t r e t c h e s  o f  l a n d  t o  be f o u n d  
21

a n y w h e r e . "  H is  p r im e  mode o f  e x p a n s i o n  h a d  been t h r o u g h  

t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  an d  h i s  F l o r i d a  E a s t  Coast  R a i l r o a d ,  w h i c h  

l i n k e d  J a c k s o n v i l l e  and  Miami and  was e x t e n d e d  to  Key West

21Ibid., p. 33.
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i n  1912,  b r o u g h t  him a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l a n d .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  a 

s t a t e  law ,  p a s s e d  i n  1893, he was g r a n t e d  8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  f o r  e v e r y  m i l e  o f  r a i l r o a d  he  b u i l t .  He, i n  t u r n ,  s o l d  

i t  f o r  $ 1 .5 0  t o  $ 8 .0 0  p e r  a c r e  t o  b e  p a i d  o f f  a t  8 p e r c e n t  

i n t e r e s t — c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  a low r a t e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  When 

F l a g l e r  d i e d  on  May 20, 1913, h i s  e s t i m a t e d  w e a l t h  was s a i d  

t o  be  w e l l  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  A l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h i s  

was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  w i s e  i n v e s t m e n t s  and  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  

F l o r i d a .

D i s s t o n ,  P l a n t ,  and  F l a g l e r  w e re  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

who c o n t r i b u t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  

e co n o m ic  v i t a l i t y .  T h e i r  c a p i t a l  p l u s  t h e i r  f o r e s i g h t  

p r o j e c t e d  t h e  s t a t e  f rom  r e l a t i v e  b a c k w a r d n e s s  to w a r d  a 

b r i g h t  f u t u r e - - o n e  t h a t  s h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b u i l d  on  to d a y .  

T h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  n e e d e d  c a p i t a l  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w i t h  a n  eye  t o w a r d  t h e  f u t u r e  p l a y e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  

F l o r i d a  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  l a b o r e r s  

t o  a i d  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  i t  w o u ld  have  

b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  economy. A 

r e v i t a l i z e d  economy made t h e  demand f o r  l a b o r  g r e a t ,  i n  f a c t  

much g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  s u p p l y ,  and  many p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h i s  

p r o b l e m  c o u l d  be  s o l v e d  by  i m p o r t i n g  im m i g r a n t s  t o  work i n  

t h e  s t a t e .  One o f  t h e s e  was Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  a n o t h e r  

n o r t h e r n  e n t r e p r e n e u r .



CHAPTER III

HENRY SHELTON SANFORD

Of t h e  many e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  l a n d

d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who h a d  t h e  most

d i r e c t  i m p a c t  on  t h e  community  o f  New U p s a l a  was Henry

S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d .  Some i d e a  o f  S a n f o r d ' s  i n f l u e n c e  and

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  can  be  s e e n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w h ic h

was a d o p t e d  by  t h e  town o f  S a n f o r d ,  named f o r  h im ,  and  New

U p s a l a ' s  s i s t e r  c i t y ,  upon t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  h i s  d e a t h :

R e s o l v e d ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  Hon. Henry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d  we d e p l o r e  t h e  l o s s  o f  one o f  F l o r i d a ' s  
p r i n c i p a l  c i t i z e n s ,  and  one  among t h e  f i r s t  t o  f o r e 
s ee  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  and  who t o o k  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t e s t i n g  them t o  t h e  u t m o s t  e x t e n t ,  d e v o t i n g  h i s  t im e  
and p r i v a t e  means t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c i t r u s  and  
s e m i - t r o p i c a l  f r u i t s ,  an d  t h e  f u t u r e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  
F l o r i d a .

R e s o l v e d ,  t h a t  i n  h i s  d e a t h  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  l o s t  one  who 
gave h i s  t im e  an d  e n e r g y  and  m a t e r i a l  i n f l u e n c e  to  t h e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  i t s  co m m e rc ia l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e  i m p r o v e 
ment o f  i t s  w a t e r w a y s ,  a n d  r a i l r o a d  s y s t e m ,  i t s  s c h o o l s ,  
c h u r c h e s ,  and  p o s t a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and  was a  warm f r i e n d  
and  e a r n e s t  a d v o c a t e  o f  a l l  movements t e n d i n g  to  i t s  
i n c r e a s e d  g r o w t h  and  a d v a n c e m e n t . !

S a n f o r d  was a n o t h e r  one  o f  t h o s e  " C o n n e c t i c u t  

Yankees"  who was l o o k i n g  to  t h e  S o u th  f o r  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  to

R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson, "The A m er ican  L i f e  o f  Henry 
S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  2.
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i n c r e a s e  h i s  f a m i l y  f o r t u n e  t h r o u g h  l a n d  and  o t h e r  

s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e s .  He was b o r n  J u n e  15, 1823 ,  a t  Wood

b u r y ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  t h e  o n l y  son  o f  Nehemiah C u r t i s  S a n f o r d  

and  Nancy Bateman S a n f o r d .  Upon h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  1841,  

he  i n h e r i t e d  an  ample  f o r t u n e .  S a n f o r d  had  a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e  

f o r  two y e a r s  b u t  due t o  f a i l i n g  h e a l t h  h e  was f o r c e d  to  

abandon  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  and  i t  was p r e s c r i b e d  t h a t  a  E u r o p e a n  

t o u r  m i g h t  p r o v e  b e n e f i c i a l .  I n  1849,  he  r e c e i v e d  a  D o c to r  

o f  Law d e g r e e  cum l a u d e  f rom  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H e i d e l b e r g ,  

and  some y e a r s  l a t e r  h i s  o l d  s c h o o l ,  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  w ou ld  

p r e s e n t  h im  w i t h  an h o n o r a r y  D o c t o r  o f  Law d e g r e e  i n  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  a t t a i n m e n t s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s .

B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a  p o s i t i o n  a s  an  a t t a c h e  a t  S t .

P e t e r s b u r g  i n  1847 ,  S a n f o r d  o c c u p i e d  a  number o f  d i p l o m a t i c

p o s t s  i n  Europe  b e f o r e  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

M i n i s t e r  t o  B e lg iu m  i n  1861 .  H ere  he  s e r v e d  f o r  e i g h t

y e a r s ,  e n j o y i n g  c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  o f  L e o p o ld

I I ,  d i s c h a r g i n g  s p e c i a l  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  m i l i t a r y

s u p p l i e s  and  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e  
2

a g e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  two a u t h o r i t i e s ,  W i l l i a m  H. Seward ,

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  commented t h a t  S a n f o r d

. . . was i n  r e a l i t y  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  
E u r o p e ,  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  number o f  s l y  m i s s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  
th e  c o v e r t  o f f e r i n g  o f  a  c o m m is s io n  t o  G a r i b a l d i ,  t h e  
s e c r e t  p u r c h a s e  o f  s a l t p e t e r  f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  Army, and

2
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A m e r ic an  B i o g r a p h y ,  1960 e d . ,  s . v .  

"H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d . "
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t h e  f u r t i v e  o b s t r u c t i n g ,  t h r o u g h  b r i b e s  an d  b l u s t e r y ,  
o f  a l l  o f  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e ' s  s a l e  o f  arms t o  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a c y . 3

S a n f o r d ' s  d i p l o m a t i c  c a r e e r  en d ed  i n  1869 ,  when t h e  

S e n a t e  r e f u s e d  t o  c o n f i r m  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  a m b a s s a d o r  to  

F r a n c e .  " D i s g r u n t l e d  i n  a m b i t i o n ,  he  gave  up h i s  p o s t  i n  

Belg ium ;  and  i n  1871 s o u g h t  a  c a r e e r  i n  F l o r i d a ,  w h e r e ,  as  

t h e  a d r o i t  g e n e r a l  n o t e d ,  p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  p e r h a p s  l e s s  

h o n e s t y  a n d  q u i t e  c e r t a i n l y  o f  m in o r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h a d  r i s e n  

to  w e l l - p a y i n g  p o s i t i o n s . " 4 S a n f o r d  w ould  d e v o t e  t h e  r e s t  

o f  h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  making  money. B u t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  

Amundson, " i n  t h e  'Age o f  Robber  B a r o n s ' ,  S a n f o r d  was t o o  

m o r a l ,  t o o  g e n e r o u s ,  t o o  l o y a l ,  t o o  h o n e s t .  He t r i e d  h a r d  

b u t  when he  d i e d  he  was o n l y  a  s t e p  away f ro m  b a n k r u p t c y . " ^

W hi le  S a n f o r d  was s e r v i n g  a s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r  

t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  L e o p o ld  I I ,  he  m a r r i e d  G e r t r u d e  E l l e n  Du Puy 

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  She was f rom  an  o l d  f a m i l y  o f  g r e a t  w e a l t h  

a n d  was c o n s i d e r e d  by  many to  b e  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  A m er ican  

woman i n  E u rope  a t  t h a t  t i m e . G e r t r u d e  was n e a r l y  tw e n ty  

y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  and  t h i s  age  d i f f e r e n c e  

c o u p l e d  w i t h  h i s  d e c l i n i n g  f i n a n c e s  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p a c t  on  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .  A l t h o u g h  s h e  s p e n t

3
B ra n ch  C a b e l l  an d  A. J .  Hanna, The S t .  J o h n s :  A

P a r a d e  o f  D i v e r s i t i e s  (New York: F a r r a r  & R i n e h a r t ,  I n c . ,
1 9 4 3 ) ,  p .  270.

4 I b i d .
5

Amundson, "The A m er ican  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d , "  p .  12.
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t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h e r  t im e  i n  E u r o p e ,  and  S a n f o r d  t r a v e l e d  

f ro m  c o n t i n e n t  t o  c o n t i n e n t  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f r e q u e n c y ,  

t h e y  managed to  p r o d u c e  s e v e n  c h i l d r e n .

S a n f o r d  e s t i m a t e d  h i s  f o r t u n e  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  t o  be

$ 9 2 2 ,5 0 0 .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  -was c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d i n g  h i s

w i f e  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  e c o n o m iz e .  S he ,  i n  t u r n ,  c r i t i c i z e d  him

f o r  b e i n g  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e s  t h a n  i n

h i s  f a m i l y .  In  a  l e t t e r ,  G e r t r u d e  w r o t e  t o  him:

The r o v i n g  l i f e  we l e a d ,  you i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i s  becom ing  
a  s o r e  p o i n t  t o  me a n d  a  m a t t e r  o f  r i d i c u l e  among o u r  
f r i e n d s .  I t  does  n o t  seem r e s p e c t a b l e  f o r  a  man. o f  y o u r  
a g e ,  s u p p o s e d  f o r t u n e  & l a r g e  young f a m i l y  to  be  r u s h i n g  
a b o u t  a t  su c h  a  p a c e .  I t  i s  o n l y  i n  A m er ica  w h e re  men, 
a r e  f a t h e r s  a s  a n i m a l s  a r e ,  w i t h  n o t  much more f e e l i n g  
f o r  t h e i r  w i v e s  & c h i l d r e n  t h a n  t h e  i n s t i n c t  f o r  f e e d i n g  
th e m .6

S a n f o r d  r e p l i e d :

you l i t t l e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  6c an d  d w e l l  o n l y  on 
y o u r  m i s e r i e s  i n  n o t  g o i n g  t o  B a l l s ,  h a v i n g  a  f i n e  
c a r r i a g e ,  6c c [ s i c ] . I  w ou ld  yo u  c o u l d  have  a l l  y o u r  
h e a r t  c r a v e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  much more s e r i o u s  m a t t e r s  a t  
s t a k e  t h a n  t h e s e .  We a r e  r e a p i n g  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  a  wrong 
c o m m e n ce m e n t - - th e  l o g i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  i n  
two h e m i s p h e r e s .7

T h e r e  w e re  l e g i t i m a t e  r e a s o n s  f o r  c o m p l a i n t s  f rom  

b o t h  p a r t i e s  b u t ,  i f  Mrs.  S a n f o r d  h a d  b e e n  w i l l i n g  t o  y i e l d  

t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  l i v e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h e r  l i f e  m ig h t  

h a v e  b e e n  e a s i e r  i n  t h e  e n d .  I n s t e a d ,  s h e  r e g a r d e d  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  a s  " p r i m i t i v e "  a n d  a v o i d e d  v i s i t s  h e r e  when a t  a l l  

p o s s i b l e .

6Ibid., p. 33.
^Ibid., pp. 34-35.
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S a n f o r d ' s  o r i g i n a l  f o r t u n e  was b a s e d  on h i s  

i n h e r i t e d  h a l f - i n t e r e s t  i n  S a n f o r d  & S h e l t o n  Company, 

m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  t a c k s .  However,  i n  1847 ,  h i s  u n c l e ,  Edward 

N. S h e l t o n ,  p u r c h a s e d  S a n f o r d ' s  s t o c k  i n  t h e  company and 

p u t  h i s  n e p h e w ' s  money i n  w i s e  i n v e s t m e n t s .  One o f  t h e s e  

p r o f i t a b l e  u n d e r t a k i n g s  was h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  w e s t e r n  

l a n d s .  S a n f o r d  had  i n h e r i t e d  some l a n d  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r ,  b u t  

now he i n c r e a s e d  h i s  h o l d i n g s , w h ic h  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n  

M ic h ig a n ,  I l l i n o i s ,  I n d i a n a ,  a n d  Ohio .  H ere  he m a i n t a i n e d  

a g e n t s  to  s e l l  t h e  l a n d  and s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  th e  m o r t g a g e s  

w e re  p a i d .

S a n f o r d ' s  m o s t  p r o f i t a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t s  w e re  h i s  

s p e c u l a t i o n s  i n  s t o c k s .  Among t h e  most l u c r a t i v e  were  

W hee le r  and  W i lso n  Company, w h ic h  m a n u f a c t u r e d  s e w in g  

m a c h i n e s ,  an d  t h e  S c o v i l l e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company, w h ic h  made 

p a r t s  u s e d  by  W hee le r  and  W i l s o n  and  owned a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h a t  c o n c e r n .  D u r i n g  th e  C i v i l  War y e a r s ,  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  

com p an ies  p a i d  h i g h  d i v i d e n d s  t o  t h e i r  s t o c k h o l d e r s .

However,  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War b r o u g h t  w i t h  i t  an  

en d  t o  t h e  h i g h  d i v i d e n d  paym en ts  h i s  v a r i o u s  s t o c k s  had  

p r o d u c e d .  I t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  S a n f o r d  b e g a n  t o  

t r a n s f e r  h i s  s u r p l u s  income an d  some c a p i t a l  away f rom
O

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and  i n t o  s o u t h e r n  r e a l  e s t a t e .

8Ibid., p. 78.



27

" I t  was . . . t h i s  i n e v i t a b l e  ch an g e  i n  v a l u e  6c d e c r e a s e
o f  income N o r t h , "  h e  a s s e r t e d  i n  1878, "& t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
f o r  d o in g  s o m e t h in g  t o  meet t h e  i n c r e a s e d  demands o f  a 
f a m i l y ,  t h a t  i m p e l l e d  me to  s e e k  i n  t h e  S o u th  when 
p r o p e r t y  c o u l d  be b o u g h t  f o r  l / 1 0 t h  o f  i t s  fo r m e r  v a l u e s  
& s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  a s  g r e a t  o r  g r e a t e r  r e t u r n s  t h a n  b e f o r e  
t h e  w a r . "9

S a n f o r d  q u i c k l y  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  own a d v i c e .  

F o r ,  i n  1867, h e  p u r c h a s e d  h i s  f i r s t  o r a n g e  g r o v e  n e a r  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  *e r e n t e d  a  c o t t o n  

p l a n t a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  and s o u g h t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

a v a i l a b l e  s u g a r  l a n d s  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  H is  u n c l e  and l o n g  t ime 

f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r ,  E. N. S h e l t o n ,  h a d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  

t h e s e  v e n t u r e s .  He f e a r e d  t h a t  h i s  nephew was  s p r e a d i n g  

h i m s e l f  t o o  t h i n  and ,  i n  t h e  end ,  t h e  r e c o r d  w ould  p r o v e  him 

c o r r e c t .

One o f  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  t h a t  p r o v e d  t o  be  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n w i s e  was h i s  p u r c h a s e ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Samuel B. R o g e r s ,  o f  O a k le y  P l a n t a t i o n  

i n  J a n u a r y ,  1869 .  The p r o p e r t y  l a y  n i n e t y  m i l e s  above  New 

O r l e a n s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  I b e r v i l l e ,  on  th e  l e f t  bank o f  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  His  u n c l e ,  P h i l o  S.  S h e l t o n ,  had  t r i e d  

t o  d i s c o u r a g e  h i s  nephew from s p e c u l a t i n g  i n  a  s u g a r  

p l a n t a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  he knew a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  who had l o s t  

money i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v e n t u r e .

S a n f o r d  an d  h i s  p a r t n e r  p l a n n e d  t o  k e e p  th e  

p l a n t a t i o n  f o r  a  few y e a r s  t h e n ,  when th e y  h a d  a  good r e t u r n

9Ibid.
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on t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t ,  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  However,  t h i s  

s p e c u l a t i o n  v e n t u r e  p r o v e d  t o  be  u n w i s e ,  and  S a n f o r d  s h o u l d  

have  t a k e n  h i s  u n c l e ' s  a d v i c e .  "From m id -1 8 7 1  u n t i l  m id -  

1876, R o g er s  c o u l d  n o t  f u r n i s h  h i s  h a l f  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  

n e e d e d  t o  m ee t  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n , "  so 

S a n f o r d  had  no  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  to  a ssume a l l  t h e  d e b t s .  

E v e n t u a l l y ,  i n  1876, R ogers  f o r f e i t e d  h i s  h a l f  t o  S a n f o r d  t o  

s e t t l e  h i s  e x p e n s e s .  " O a k le y ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p u r c h a s e d  a s  a 

s h o r t  t e r m  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  p r o v e d  to  be a n o t h e r  ' t a r  b a b y ' , "  

and ,  f i n a l l y ,  i n  A p r i l ,  1889, S a n f o r d  s o l d  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  

f o r  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  c a s h  and gave  up a l l  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  property. '* ' '* '

A t  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  S a n f o r d  was i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

O ak ley ,  he  was a l s o  l e a s i n g  B a r n w e l l ,  a  c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  

South  C a r o l i n a .  I t  was t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a  s o u t h e r n  f r i e n d  

whose f a m i l y  h a d  s u f f e r e d  econom ic  r e v e r s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  

War, a n d  S a n f o r d  h a d  a r r a n g e d  t o  pay $ 1 ,0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  a s  r e n t  

p l u s  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o f i t  a f t e r  a l l  e x p e n s e s . The l e a s e  

a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  he h a d  t o  p l a n t  a c r o p  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  l e a s e  was e f f e c t i v e  and  m a i n t a i n  t h e  more 

th a n  1 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  p r o p e r t y .  However,  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  a f t e r  

o n ly  two y e a r s ,  S a n f o r d ,  by  m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t ,  b r o k e  h i s  

l e a s e  o n  t h e  B a r n w e l l  I s l a n d  p l a n t a t i o n .

10Ibid., pp. 153-154.
11Ibid., p. 156.
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I t  was t o  be  i n  F l o r i d a  t h a t  H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d

would  make h i s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f

t h e  "New S o u t h . "  T h a t  s t a t e  "owes  him a d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e

f o r  t h e  work he  p e r f o r m e d  i n  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  c i t r u s
12i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "  S a n f o r d  

was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  new v a r i e i t e s  o f  c i t r u s  

f r u i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l  a n d  new 

m ethods  o f  o r a n g e  c u l t u r e ,  w h ic h  w ere  w i d e l y  a d o p t e d  by  

c i t r u s  g ro w e r s  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .

A l t h o u g h  S a n f o r d ' s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  i n  i n v e s t i n g  i n  

F l o r i d a  was f o r  f i n a n c i a l  g a i n  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  s t a t e  was 

t h e  p r i m e  b e n e f a c t o r .  He had  e x p e c t e d  a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  

from h i s  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  F l o r i d a  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  b u t  t h e  s h o r t 

te rm  p r o f i t s  p r o v e d  to  b e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  h i s  

a s s e t s  w e r e  t i e d  up  i n  F l o r i d a  a n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t

them, S a n f o r d  was f o r c e d  t o  l i q u i d a t e  e l s e w h e r e ,  u n t i l  he
11ha d  l i t t l e  l e f t  b u t  h i s  o r a n g e  l a n d .  A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  i n  

1891, h i s  g r o v e ,  w h ich  was j u s t  t h e n  com ing  i n t o  f u l l  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  was s o l d  to  p a y  h i s  d e b t s .

I t  was t h r o u g h  h i s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  J u d g e  E l e a z e r  K. 

F o s t e r  o f  New H aven ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  t h a t  S a n f o r d  f i r s t  became 

a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  F l o r i d a .  The J u d g e ' s  s o n ,  E. K. F o s t e r ,

J r . ,  h a d  gone t o  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War

12Ibid., p. 152.
13Ibid., pp. 153-154.
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t o  t a k e  a  j o b  a s  c o -m a n a g e r  o f  a  h o t e l .  I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  

t im e  t h a t  young F o s t e r  became aw are  o f  t h e  money t h a t  c o u l d  

be  made i n  F l o r i d a  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  an d  he  m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  i n  a 

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  J u d g e .  S a n f o r d ,  who was s u f f e r i n g  f i n a n c i a l  

r e v e r s e s  a t  t h e  t im e ,  a s k e d  f o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on p r o p e r t y  

t h a t  was a v a i l a b l e .

Upon r e c e i v i n g  t h e s e  d e t a i l s ,  S a n f o r d  and  h i s  u n c l e ,  

E. K. S h e l t o n ,  f o r w a r d e d  $ 2 ,5 0 0  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1867 ,  t o  pay  

f o r  t h e  A lsop  o r a n g e  g r o v e .  H is  u n c l e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  d o u b t s  

a s  t o  t h e  wisdom o f  t h i s  v e n t u r e ,  and  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  

w a i t  l o n g  t o  be  p r o v e n  c o r r e c t .  T h e r e  was a p r o b l e m  w i t h  

g e t t i n g  a  c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  and  t h i s  l i t t l e  

i n c o n v e n i e n c e  c o s t  S a n f o r d  an a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 , 5 0 0 .  By A p r i l ,  

1869,  t h e  t i t l e  was p r o p e r l y  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  and S a n f o r d  became 

t h e  l e g a l  owner o f  t h e  g r o v e .

The S t .  A u g u s t i n e  p r o p e r t y ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  l e f t

u n a t t e n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  y e a r s ,  was w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y ,  h a d  a

s m a l l  h o u s e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  and  a b o u t  f i f t y  o r a n g e  t r e e s
14w h ic h  h a d  p r o d u c e d  9 ,0 0 0  o r a n g e s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  At 

t h a t  t im e  o r a n g e s  w ere  s e l l i n g  f o r  t h r e e  c e n t s  a p i e c e .  Even 

th o u g h  S a n f o r d  r e c e i v e d  num erous  o f f e r s  t o  buy t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  one  i n  1870 f o r  $ 8 , 0 0 0 ,  he  k e p t  t h e  g r o v e ,  l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  h o u s e  w h i l e  i n  F l o r i d a ,  and  d e e d i n g  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  

F l o r i d a  Land and  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company i n  1880.

14Ibid., p. 156.
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I t  was  i n  1870 t h a t  S a n f o r d  h a d  E. K. F o s t e r

n e g o t i a t e  t h e  p u r c h a s e  f ro m  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  F in n e g a n  t h a t  was

known as  t h e  Levy G r a n t ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  S p a n i s h  a s  t h e  V a ld ez

G r a n t .  T h i s  t r a c t ,  w h ich  c o n t a i n e d  1 2 ,5 4 7  a c r e s  o f  w i l d ,

v i r g i n  l a n d ,  w ould  now become t h e  S a n f o r d  G r a n t .  S a n f o r d

p a i d  $ 1 8 ,2 0 0  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  w h ic h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w e n t y -

t h r e e  s q u a r e  m i l e s  a n d  was b o u n d ed  on t h e  n o r t h  f o r  f i v e

m i l e s  by L ake  Monroe,  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e  S t .  Jo h n s  R i v e r

f l o w s  n o r t h w a r d . ^  " S a n f o r d ' s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  was t o  s e l l

l a n d  i n  s m a l l  b l o c k s  and  e a r n  enough  f ro m  t h i s  t o  f i n a n c e

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  model  o r a n g e  g r o v e  a s  a l o n g - t e r m  and
16p e r m a n e n t  i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y . "

I n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  l a n d  more a t t r a c t i v e  t o

p o t e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r s ,  he  b e g a n  a town t h a t  w o u ld  l a t e r  be

named f o r  i t s  f o u n d e r .  G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d  h a d  g r e a t  h o p e s  f o r

t h i s  c i t y  a s  c an  b e  s e e n  f ro m  h i s  r e m a r k  t h a t  " S a n f o r d  l i e s

a t  t h e  mon th  o f  t h e  New York  H a r b o r  and  w i l l  one  day  b e  t h e

g r e a t e s t  c i t y  o f  i n t e r i o r  F l o r i d a ,  a s  i t s  s o i l ,  i t s  h e a l t h ,

a n d  i t s  c l i m a t e  j u s t i f y  me i n  b e l i e v i n g  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r
17p l e a s u r e  r e s o r t s  an d  b u s i n e s s  a r e  u n l i m i t e d . "  I n  t h e

■ ^ " B e l a i r , "  R o l l i n s  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y :  V e r t i c a l  F i l e ,
W i n t e r  P a r k ,  F l o r i d a ,  n . d . ,  p .  2 .  ( T y p e w r i t t e n )  [ P o s s i b l y  
w r i t t e n  by  D r .  A. J .  H a n n a . ]

16 Amundson, "The A m e r ic an  L i f e  o f  H enry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d , "  p p .  1 5 8 -1 5 9 .

■ ^D oro thy  P r i m r o s e  McMakin, " G e n e r a l  Henry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d  and  H i s  I n f l u e n c e  on F l o r i d a "  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  J o h n  
B. S t e t s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D e la n d ,  F l o r i d a ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  12 .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A m er ican  B io g r a p h y  ( 1 9 6 0 ) ,
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p r o s p e c t u s ,  w h ich  was w r i t t e n  t o  e n t i c e  p o t e n t i a l  s e t t l e r s ,

he  p r o c l a i m e d :

S i t u a t e d  a s  i t  i s ,  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  n a v i g a t i o n  . . .  o f  
t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  an d  m a j e s t i c  S t .  J o h n s ,  S a n f o r d  i s  t h e  
Gate  C i t y  to  S o u t h  F l o r i d a .  I t  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  
d i s t r i b u t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  i t s  p r o d u c t s  and  f o r  i t s  
s u p p l i e s  . . .  we have  o u r  g r i p  on t h i s  g r e a t  w a t e r 
way, t h e  S t .  J o h n s ;  w i t h  i t  we can  c o n t r o l  p r i c e s  an d  
have  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m a r k e t s .  Ocean  
s t e a m e r s  a r e  b o u n d  t o  come t o  S a n f o r d . 18

Even th o u g h  t h e  town d i d  n o t  q u i t e  m e a s u r e  up t o  i t s  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i t  d i d  become one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s  i n  

F l o r i d a  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s .  Much o f  t h e  

c r e d i t  f o r  i t s  d e v e lo p m en t  g o e s  to  H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  

who, f o r  a  t i m e ,  was consumed by  t h i s  p e t  p r o j e c t .  G e n e r a l  

S a n f o r d  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  h i s  f a m i l y  f o r t u n e  t h r o u g h  h i s  

l a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  F l o r i d a  b u t ,  

i n s t e a d ,  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  t h e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  h e l p e d  l e a d  t o  

n e a r  b a n k r u p t c y .

The town was l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one m i l e  w e s t  o f  

M e l l o n v i l l e ,  w h ich  h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  b e en  a  t r a d i n g  p o s t  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1837 a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  F o r t  M e l lo n ,  named f o r  a  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army o f f i c e r  k i l l e d  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  S em in o le  

War. By 1858 ,  F e d e r a l  Government t r o o p s  had  p e r m a n e n t l y

p .  349, t h e  t i t l e  o f  " G e n e r a l , "  by w h ic h  h e  was commonly 
known, was d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
M i n n e s o t a  h a d  e n r o l l e d  him a s  a  m a j o r - g e n e r a l  i n  i t s  m i l i t i a  
d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  g i f t  o f  a p a i r  
o f  f i e l d  p i e c e s  t o  t h e  1 s t  M in n e s o ta  V o l u n t e e r s .

18 C a b e l l  a n d  Hanna,  The S t .  J o h n s :  A P a r a d e  o f
D i v e r s i t i e s , pp .  2 7 0 - 2 7 1 .
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d r i v e n  t h e  S e m in o le  I n d i a n s  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  and  t h e  Upper

S t .  J o h n s  was t h e n  o p e n e d  to  w h i t e  i m m i g r a t i o n .  E v e n t u a l l y ,

t h e  two towns  o f  S a n f o r d  and M e l l o n v i l l e  w ould  m e rg e ,  b u t

b e f o r e  t h a t  o c c u r e d  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r i v a l r y

b e t w e e n  them. I n  f a c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  one  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,

t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  some l i n g e r i n g  r e s e n t m e n t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  o l d -
19t im e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  w ha t  was f o r m e r l y  M e l l o n v i l l e .

To e n h a n c e  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  H enry

S a n f o r d  opened  up a  r o a d  t h a t  r a n  s o u t h  a b o u t  t h r e e  and  a

h a l f  m i l e s  to  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  F t .  M el lon-Tam pa  t r a i l ,  w h ic h

c a r r i e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t r a d e  f rom  Kiss immee V a l l e y  a s  f a r  s o u t h
20as  F t .  B a s s i n g e r  t o  M e l l o n v i l l e .  T h i s  r o a d ,  now known a s  

S a n f o r d  Avenue,  d i v e r t e d  much o f  t h e  t r a d e  f rom  M e l l o n v i l l e  

t o  S a n f o r d .  G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  number o f  

b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  town t h a t  was t o  be  named f o r  h im .  These  

i n c l u d e d  a c o u n t r y  s t o r e ,  a s a w m i l l ,  a  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e ,  a 

h o t e l ,  and  a r e a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e .  Once a g a i n ,  he  was w a rn ed  

by r e l a t i v e s  " n o t  to  p l u n g e  d e e p e r  i n t o  a  s p e c u l a t i o n  w h ic h  

w ould  r e q u i r e  y e a r s  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  b e f o r e  any  p r o f i t  w ou ld  be  

r e a l i z e d . "  I t  was  n o t  t h a t  " ' r e a l  e s t a t e  was a  b a d  i n v e s t 

ment b u t  H e n r y ' s  improvement  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was a s  un w ise
21as  i t  was u n n e c e s s a r y . " 1

__
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  W i l l i a m  R. V i n c e n t ,  S r . , S a n f o r d ,  

F l o r i d a ,  March, 1979.

^ " B e l a i r , "  p .  2 .
21Amundson, "The A m er ican  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  

S a n f o r d , "  p .  1 6 1 .
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A t  a  p o i n t  w e s t  o f  t h e  town, S a n f o r d  s e l e c t e d  an  

a r e a  o f  o v e r  one h u n d r e d  a c r e s  a s  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p 

ment o f  h i s  f i r s t  o r a n g e  g r o v e .  The g r o v e ,  named S t .  

G e r t r u d e ,  was c l e a r e d  and  p l a n t e d  i n  1870, w i t h  t h e
22e n g i n e e r i n g  f i r m  o f  W h i tn e r  and Marks  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  w ork .

L a t e r  t h e  same y e a r ,  work  was begun  on  t h e  B e l a i r  g r o v e .

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  F l o r i d a  and m o s t  o f  t h e  S ou th  w e r e

f a c e d  w i t h  a l a b o r  p r o b le m .  The l a b o r  t h a t  was a v a i l a b l e

was d e s c r i b e d  a s  u n d e p e n d a b l e ,  and  i t  was d i f f i c u l t ,  a t  b e s t ,

to  f i n d  w o r k e r s  f o r  S t .  G e r t r u d e  an d  B e l a i r .  J .  N. W h i t n e r

in f o r m e d  h i s  e m p lo y e r  t h a t  ' " w e  h a v e  b e en  e x c e e d i n g l y

t r o u b l e d  t o  p r o c u r e  l a b o r .  The n a t i v e  w h i t e  i s  n o t  w o r t h  a

dime. We have i m p o r t e d  b l a c k  l a b o r  w h ic h  wd [ s i c ] we t h i n k

do w e l l ,  i f  n o t  c o n t a m i n a t e d  by t h e  w o r t h l e s s  w h i t e
23s c o u n d r e l s  who i n f e s t  t h e  c o u n t r y . ' "

W h i tn e r  was  r e f e r r i n g  to  a b o u t  s i x t y  b l a c k  men who 

had  b e e n  i m p o r t e d  f rom  w e s t  F l o r i d a  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  t h e  l a b o r  

p ro b le m  a t  S t .  G e r t r u d e  a n d  B e l a i r .  J o s e p h  W offo rd  T u c k e r ,  

who w i t h  S a n f o r d  owned t h e  town s l a u g h t e r h o u s e ,  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t :

W h i t n e r  & Marks  em ployed  some men a t  t h e  g rove  t o  h e l p  
p l a n t  t r e e s ,  b y  c o n t r a c t ; and t h e s e  men, i t  was s o o n

22 S a n f o r d ' s  w i f e ' s  f i r s t  name was G e r t r u d e .  P e r h a p s  
he  c h o s e  t o  u se  h e r  name i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  a p p e a s e  h e r ,  o r  
p e r h a p s  h e  was b e i n g  s a r c a s t i c  i n  nam in g  t h e  g rove  S t .  
G e r t r u d e .

23 Amundson, "The A m er ican  L i f e  o f  H en ry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d , "  p .  161.
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d i s c o v e r e d ,  w ere  d o i n g  t h e  w ork  b a d ly ;  w h e reu p o n  t h e y  
w e re  p r o m p t l y  d i s c h a r g e d ,  and t h e  work was  done o v e r  a t  
W. & M . ' s  e x p e n s e .  T h e s e  men - -  d i s c h a r g e d  - -  w e re  
s i m p l y  mean and  d i s h o n e s t ,  and  b e i n g  e x p o s e d ,  c o n c e i v e d  
a  deep h a t r e d  f o r  W h i t n e r  (more  e s p e c i a l l y )  a s  h e  was 
u n p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e i r  c l a s s .  Mr.  W. i s  a n  u n b e n d in g  and 
p r o u d  man . . . w i t h  u n d i s g u i s e d  c o n tem p t  f o r  t h e  men o f
t h e  c l a s s  t o  w h ich  t h e s e  l a b o r e r s  b e l o n g e d .  T h i s  c l a s s  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  v e n g e a n ce . . . and  W h i t n e r
w e n t  armed f o r  some t i m e .  . . .TG~

These  l o c a l  w h i t e s  to o k  o u t  t h e i r  r e s e n t m e n t  on  t h e

b l a c k  l a b o r e r s . One f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was

t h a t  t h e  N e g ro es  h a d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  become f r e e m e n .  T h e i r

camp was f i r e d  on  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 7 0 .  W h i t n e r  and Marks

i m m e d i a t e l y  c a l l e d  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  " law  a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s  o f

t h e  c o m m u n i ty , "  who d e c i d e d  t h a t  a rm ed  g u a r d s  s h o u l d  be
25s t a t i o n e d  a r o u n d  t h e  N egro  camp. W h i tn e r  w r o t e  S a n f o r d  

t h a t :  ' " T h i s  d i s t u r b a n c e  a r o s e  f r o m  th e  j e a l o u s y  and

m a l i g n i t y  o f  t h e  low w h i t e  w r e t c h e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  . . .

U n w i l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  h a l f  work & opposed  t o  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who m ig h t  do b e t t e r  . . .  a few
2 6c o w a r d l y  s c o u n d r e l s  h ave  t h r e a t e n e d  o u r  l i v e s . . . . 1"

The s t a t i o n i n g  o f  g u a rd s  s o l v e d  t h e  p r o b le m  f o r  a

t i m e ,  b u t  l a t e r  t h e  camp was a g a i n  a t t a c k e d ,  and  d u r i n g  t h e
27f r a c a s  one  N egro  was k i l l e d  and s e v e r a l  w e re  wounded.

24I b i d .

25 I b i d .
26T, • aI b i d .

22W.P.A. W r i t e r s '  P r o j e c t ,  F l o r i d a :  A Guide  t o  t h e
S o u t h e r n m o s t  S t a t e  (New Y ork :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  360.
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A l s o ,  N eg ro es  w o r k i n g  a t  S a n f o r d ' s  s a w m i l l  w e r e  d r i v e n  from 

t h e  town.  G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d  was f o r c e d  to  g i v e  i n ;  t o  augment 

t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  an d  keep v i o l e n c e  t o  a  minimum, he b e g a n  to  

u s e  im m i g r a n t  l a b o r  i n  t h e  g r o v e s  a n d  on p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  

t o w n . 28

By 1873, i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  S t .  G e r t r u d e

g r o v e  was n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  o r a n g e  c u l t u r e ,  due  p r i m a r i l y  to

a  h a r d  pan  n e a r  t h e  s u r f a c e .  The t r e e s  were  t r a n s p l a n t e d  t o

t h e  B e l a i r  g r o v e ,  w h ic h  was a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  s o u t h w e s t  o f

t h e  town, a n d  c o n t a i n e d  155 a c r e s - - 9 5  i n  o r a n g e  t r e e s ,  50 i n

lemon t r e e s ,  and  10 i n  n u r s e r y  s t o c k ,  p l u s  a  l a r g e  a r e a  o f

u n c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  t h a t  b r o u g h t  t h e  t o t a l  p r o p e r t y  to  400 
29a c r e s .  W h i t n e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  B e l a i r  was u n s u r p a s s e d  as  

t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  f o r  g row ing  o r a n g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .

G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d  a l s o  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  th e  g ro w in g  

o f  o t h e r  s e m i t r o p i c a l  p r o d u c t s  a t  B e l a i r .  Among t h o s e  were  

a lm o n d s ,  t a m a r i n d s ,  mangoes ,  f i g s ,  p o m e g r a n a t e s ,  l o q u a t s ,  

s o u r  sap  a p p l e s ,  c u s t a r d  a p p l e s ,  maumer a p p l e s ,  B arb ad o s  

c h e r r i e s ,  p e c a n s ,  p e a c h e s ,  o l i v e s ,  b a n a n a s ,  g r a p e s ,  a n d

28A c c o r d i n g  t o  D o ro th y  P r i m r o s e  McMakin, " G e n e r a l  
Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  and  H is  I n f l u e n c e  on F l o r i d a , "  p .  71, 
S a n f o r d  s t o p p e d  e m p lo y in g  Negro  l a b o r e r s  b u t  h e  d id  b u i l d  a 
s u b u r b  i n  t h e  town f o r  them,  and  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  w o u ld  
p r o t e c t  i t  " ' b y  arms i f  n e c e s s a r y ' . "  Today, t h e  b l a c k  
s e c t i o n  o f  S a n f o r d  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  was t h e  S t .  
G e r t r u d e  g r o v e .

29"Belair," p. 3.
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30p i n e a p p l e s .  He i m p o r t e d  t h e  p l a n t s  f rom  a l l  o v e r  t h e

■world. A l t h o u g h  some f a i l e d  t o  p r o s p e r ,  h i s  n u r s e r y  g a r d e n s

w ere  t h e  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  l a b o r a t o r y  o f  i t s  k i n d  to  be  f o u n d
31i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  H e m isp h e re .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  C om m iss ione r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e

i n  1883,  e v e n  S a n f o r d ' s  f a i l u r e s  w ere  p r o f i t a b l e  b e c a u s e

t h e y  p r e v e n t e d  o t h e r s  f ro m  m ak ing  t h e  same m i s t a k e s .  I n

1893,  W a l t e r  S w in g le  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f

A g r i c u l t u r e  d e s c r i b e d  S a n f o r d ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  v a r i e t y

d e v e lo p m e n t  t h u s l y :  " ' .  . . i t  i s  no e x a g g e r a t i o n  to  s t a t e

t h a t  2 / 3 r d s  o f  o u r  d e s i r a b l e  v a r i e t i e s ,  & a  g o o d l y  s h a r e  o f

t h o s e  grown i n  C a l i f o r n i a  were  b r o u g h t  h e r e  and  f i r s t  t e s t e d
32by G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d ' . "  S a n f o r d  was a l s o  one o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who s o u g h t  a l t e r n a t e  u s e s  f o r  t h e  c i t r u s  

p r o d u c t ,  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c i t r i c  

a c i d ,  c i t r i c  o i l ,  an d  p e r f u m e .

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  and  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a  w e re  

fo u n d  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  

c e l e r y .  T h i s  v e g e t a b l e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o r  so f r u i t s

30 C a b e l l  an d  Hanna, The S t .  J o h n s :  A P a r a d e  o f
D i v e r s i t i e s , p .  271 .

31 I b i d .  On a  v i s i t  to  B e l a i r ,  now t h e  home o f  
Sydney 0 .  C hase ,  S r . , t h e  w r i t e r  saw some o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
n u r s e r y  s t o c k .

32 J e r r y  Wood Weeks,  " F l o r i d a  G old :  The Emergence  o f
t h e  F l o r i d a  C i t r u s  I n d u s t r y ,  1 8 6 5 -1 8 9 5 "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  132 .
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w h ic h  S a n f o r d  had  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r i e d  to  r a i s e  and ,  b y  t h e

m i d - 1 9 4 0 ' s , h i s  c i t y  was p r o d u c i n g  a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e
33c e l e r y  grown i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

I n  1880, S a n f o r d  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land an d

C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company, b a s e d  i n  London, to  o v e r s e e  t h e

s e l l i n g  o f  h i s  l a n d  h o l d i n g s  i n  F l o r i d a .  G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d

r e t a i n e d  t h e  B e l a i r  p r o p e r t y  b u t  g a v e  up t h e  S t .  A u g u s t i n e

g r o v e  t o  t h e  newly  o r g a n i z e d  company. He s e r v e d  as

p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  F l o r i d a  L a n d  and C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company and

was a l s o  t h e  l a r g e s t  s t o c k h o l d e r .  By 1884, h o w ev er ,  S a n f o r d

seems t o  h a v e  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  F l o r i d a  i n v e s t m e n t s  and

t u r n e d  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  and h o p e  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e c u p e r a t i o n  to

h i s  v e n t u r e s  i n  t h e  Congo, w h e r e  he s p e n t  t i m e ,  e n e r g y ,  and  
34money.

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  w o u ld  be 

r e g a r d e d  a s  " t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  p o u r  t r e m e n d o u s  sums o f  

c a p i t a l  i n t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  co m m e rc ia l  c i t r u s ,  and  h i s  

v i s i o n  o f  an  o ra n g e  r e g i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  s u r p a s s  t h e  q u a l i t y  

an d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a t t r a c t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e

33 I b i d . ,  p p .  2 7 1 -2 7 2 .  A c c o r d i n g  to  Sydney 0 .  C hase ,  
S r . ,  t h e  Lake  O keechobee  a r e a  i s  now t h e  p r im e  p r o d u c t i o n  
a r e a  o f  c e l e r y  i n  F l o r i d a .  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Sydney 0 .  C h a s e ,  
S r . ,  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  March, 1979.

34 James P a t r i c k  W h i t e ,  "Henry S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  a n d  
A f r i c a "  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  
1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  8 1 .
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35a t t e n t i o n  to  F l o r i d a ' s  o r a n g e  b e l t . "  Even th o u g h  B e l a i r

"became t h e  m ecca  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  im p ro v em e n ts

i n  v a r i e t y  and  c u l t i v a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s , "  S a n f o r d  f a i l e d  t o
36r e c o u p  h i s  i n v e s t m e n t .  The p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  i n  1898, 

due t o  S a n f o r d ' s  d e a t h  s e v e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  h i s  o v e r 

e x t e n s i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  a number o f  s e v e r e  f r e e z e s  t h a t  

had  s e r i o u s l y  damaged t h e  g ro v e .

Henry S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  h a d  t r i e d  t o  p l a y  t h e  game o f

f i n a n c e  c a p i t a l i s m  and  h a d  l o s t  h i s  f o r t u n e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .

H i s  f a i l u r e  was n o t  t h a t  he u n d e r t o o k  t o  do t h e  
i m p o s s i b l e  o r  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  he  made w e r e  u n so u n d ;  
r a t h e r ,  he  a t t e m p t e d  too  much a t  o n c e .  In  h i s  h a s t e  t o  
g e t  r i c h ,  g r e a t e r  an d  g r a v e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d e v e l o p e d .  
C o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  r a i l r o a d  p r o m o t i o n ,  s u g a r  r e f i n e r i e s  
a n d  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  o r a n g e  g r o v e s ,  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and 
s t e a m s h i p s  a r e  a l l  so u n d  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  b u t  when u n d e r 
t a k e n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  w i t h  l i m i t e d  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g ,  
s u c h  o v e r e x t e n s i o n  a p p e a r s  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y  a s  i t  was 
u n w i s e .37

A l t h o u g h  Henry S a n f o r d  s e r i o u s l y  d e p l e t e d  h i s  own 

f a m i l y ' s  f o r t u n e ,  he made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  one 

h u n d r e d  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  to  s e e k  econom ic  b e t t e r m e n t  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Those  who a c c e p t e d  h i s  t e rm s  o f  

employment w ere  s e e k i n g  t h e  c h an c e  to  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  w h a t  

t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  t h e  "A m er ican  d r e a m ."  Many h o p e d  to  

f i n d  i t  i n  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a .

35Weeks, " F l o r i d a  Gold: The Emergence  o f  t h e
F l o r i d a  C i t r u s  I n d u s t r y ,  1 8 6 5 - 1 8 9 5 , "  p .  2 3 1 .

36 I b i d .
37Amundson, "The A m erican  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  

S a n f o r d , "  p .  318 .



CHAPTER IV

AMERICA'S ATTRACTION TO SWEDISH EMIGRANTS

I n  1870,  when H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  was  b e s e t  w i t h

l a b o r  p ro b le m s  a t  h i s  S t .  G e r t r u d e  and B e l a i r  g r o v e s ,  he

d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  i n  S w ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  to  t e n d  h i s  F l o r i d a

p r o p e r t y .  By t h e  t im e  he  made h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  Sw ed ish

e m i g r a t i o n  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was a l r e a d y  w e l l  u n d e rw ay .

A c c o r d i n g  to  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  w r i t e r ,  some o f  t h e  r e a s o n s

f o r  S w ed ish  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w ere  a s  f o l l o w .

F o r  one  i t  i s  t h e  h y s t e r i c a l  l o n g i n g  t o  f r e e  h i m s e l f  
f ro m  a l l  l o c a l  f a t a l i t i e s - - e v e n  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  p l a y  
a r o l e  h e r e ;  f o r  a n o t h e r  i t  i s  a  b a f f l i n g  econom ic  
s i t u a t i o n ,  o f t e n  s e l f - i m p o s e d ;  f o r  a  t h i r d ,  i t  i s  t h e  
u n r e s t  t h a t  comes f ro m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  s o c i a l  
r e f o r m e r s  do n o t  d r i v e  onward  w i t h  h i g h  p r e s s u r e  l i k e  a 
s t e a m b o a t  on  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ;  f o r  a f o u r t h  i t  i s  s im p ly  
t h e  t a s t e  f o r  a d v e n t u r e ,  f o r  i t  m ig h t  h a p p e n  t h a t  " I  
m i g h t  become a  m i l l i o n a i r e " ;  an d  f o r  t h e  f i f t h  a f i f t h  
r e a s o n . 1

E m i g r a t i o n  f rom  Sweden b e g a n  i n  e a r n e s t  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  A m er ican  C i v i l  War when, a c c o r d i n g  t o  one 

n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1869,  " t h e  e m i g r a n t s ,  a s  i f  by 

a g r e e m e n t ,  g a t h e r e d  f rom  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  on c e r t a i n

X
F l o r e n c e  E d i t h  J a n s o n ,  The B ackground  o f  S w ed ish  

I m m i g r a t i o n ,  1 8 4 0 -1 9 3 0  ( C h ic a g o :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ic ag o
P r e s s ,  1931;  r e p r i n t  e d . , New York:  Arno P r e s s  and  t h e
New York T im es , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  275.
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d a y s ,  l i k e  m i g r a t o r y  s w a l lo w s ,  t o  l e a v e ,  w i t h o u t  a p p a r e n t

r e g r e t ,  t h e  home and  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d ,  i n
2

o r d e r  to  b e g i n  a new l i f e  on a n o t h e r  c o n t i n e n t . "

They came h e r e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  c h ea p  f e r t i l e  s o i l  and  

j o b s .  They w e re  a t t r a c t e d  t o  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  demanded b r a i n s  

a n d  brawn, a n d  where  t h e r e  was a  h i g h e r  r e w a r d  f o r  t h e i r  

a b i l i t i e s  t h a n  i n  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  l e f t  b e h i n d .  They w e re  a l s o  

d rawn by t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  i n  d e m o c r a t i c  

A m e r ic a .  Many "A m er ica  l e t t e r s , "  which  w e re  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  

hom eland  a n d  p a s s e d  f r o m  h o u s e h o l d  to  h o u s e h o l d ,  so m et im es  

c o p i e d  d o z en s  o f  t i m e s  and  p a s s e d  on o r  ev en  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r ,  " r e j o i c e d  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e r  no l o n g e r  had  t o  

t i p  h i s  h a t  t o  t h e  c l e r g y m a n  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  a v o i c e  i n  t h e  

a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  com m unity .  The v i s i o n  o f  America  was  p a i n t e d  

i n  r o s y  h u e s ;  i m a g i n a t i o n  and h o p e  o n ly  d eep e n e d  t h e  

c o l o r s .

Economic  o p p o r t u n i t y  was u s u a l l y  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  Sweden, w h i l e  

im p ro v ed  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  p u b l i c i t y ,  a n d ,  

f r e q u e n t l y ,  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  i n  

A m e r ic a  w e re  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s .  B u t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r

2
G eo rg e  M. S t e p h e n s o n ,  "When A m er ica  was t h e  Land o f  

C a n a a n , "  i n  The A l i e n s :  A H i s t o r y  o f  E t h n i c  M i n o r i t i e s  i n
A m e r i c a , eds"! L eona rd  D i n n e r s t e i n  and  F r e d e r i c k  C o p le  J a h e r  
(New York: A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y - C r o f t s , I n c . ,  19 7 0 ) ,  p .  109.

3F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  S c a n d a n a v i a  (C am br idge ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1975) ,  p .  282.
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more  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  t h a t  o f t e n  l e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  s e e k  

a b e t t e r  l i f e  i n  A m e r ic a .  Some o f  t h o s e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  

m e n t i o n e d  w e r e :  a  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  l o s s  o f

em ploym en t ,  t h e  d i s g r a c e  o f  b a n k r u p t c y ,  and  t h e  a g g r a v a t i n g  

s n u b s  o f  s u p e r i o r s . ^

At  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  num erous  Swedes w e re  b e g i n n i n g  

t o  l o o k  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d ,  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G overnm ent ,  many o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s ,  and  

s e v e r a l  A m er ican  e m i g r a n t  c o m p a n ie s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s t e a m s h i p  

c o m p a n i e s , l a n d  c o m p a n i e s , and  r a i l r o a d s , w ere  l o o k i n g  

to w a r d  Swedes " a s  a  f i e l d  t o  be  e x p l o i t e d  f o r  h a r d y ,  t h r i f t y ,  

a n d  p e r s e v e r i n g  im m ig r a n t s . " ' *  T h e se  g ro u p s  h a d  a  p r o d u c t  to  

s e l l ,  one t h a t  was b e i n g  s o u g h t  by  many E u r o p e a n s ,  n o t  

Swedes a l o n e .  T h e i r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  l a n d ,  

w o rk ,  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  V ig o r o u s  and  e x t e n s i v e  cam pa igns  

w e re  l a u n c h e d  by  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s  t o  a t t r a c t  b u y e r s .

S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  s p e n t  l a r g e  sums o f  money p r o m o t i n g  

i m m i g r a t i o n  w i t h  a  d e f i n i t e  p u r p o s e  i n  m ind :  t h e  r a p i d

s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e i r  p r o p a g a n d a  h e a v i l y  s t r e s s e d  

eco n o m ic  f a c t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a v o r a b l e  c l i m a t e  t h a t  c o u l d  be  fo u n d  t h e r e .  

The 1868 r e p o r t  o f  West  V i r g i n i a ' s  C o m m iss io n e r  o f

4
J a n s o n ,  The B ack g ro u n d  o f  Sw ed ish  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  

1 8 4 0 - 1 9 3 0 , p .  20 .

5Ibid., p. 9.
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I m m i g r a t i o n ,  J .  H. D i s s  De B a r ,  t y p i f i e s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f

many o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s .

W hi le  a t  t h e  s e a p o r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  s e a s o n ,  I  l e a r n e d  
f rom  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  p a r t i e s  t h a t  e m i g r a t i o n  f rom  Sweden, 
i n d u c e d  by  a  r o u g h  c l i m a t e  and s u c c e s s i v e  f a i l u r e s  o f  
c r o p s ,  w ou ld  so o n  assume u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  and 
t h a t  w i t h  t i m e l y  e x e r t i o n  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  o f  i t  m i g h t  be  
s e c u r e d  f o r  t h e  M id d le  S t a t e s .  H e r e t o f o r e  t h e  g r e a t  
mass  o f  Swedes and N o rw e g ian s  f o u n d  t h e i r  way t o  
W i s c o n s i n  and  M i n n e s o t a  w here  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  a l m o s t  t h e  
e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  f l o u r i s h i n g  c o u n t i e s .  The 
u n i f o r m  t h r i f t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h o s e  f r i g i d  and  
u n c o n g e n i a l  r e g i o n s  i s  q u i t e  r e m a r k a b l e ,  y e t  I  am 
i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e y  by  no  means f i n d  t h e r e  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  
w i s h ,  and  t h a t  a  t i m b e r e d  and  h i l l y  r e g i o n  l i k e  West 
V i r g i n i a  w ou ld  much b e t t e r  s u i t  t h e i r  t a s t e s  and  h a b i t s .  
I n  i n d u s t r y  an d  f r u g a l i t y  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s u r p a s s e d ,  i f  
e q u a l l e d  by  any  o t h e r  n a t i o n  o f  e m i g r a n t s , w h i l e  t h e i r  
c u s to m  o f  s e t t l i n g  down c l a n s  o r  w ho le  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  a 
p e r s o n  an d  a  s c h o o l m a s t e r  a t  t h e i r  h e a d ,  w o u ld  change  
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  o u r  w i l d e r n e s s  s e c t i o n s  p e r c e p t i b l y  i n  
a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e .

I  h ave  t h e r e f o r e ,  p r e p a r e d  t h e  way i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  by 
c o n n e c t i n g  m y s e l f  w i t h  a  n o t e d  s h i p p i n g  company i n  New 
York C i t y ,  who h a v e  j u s t  ad d ed  t o  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a  l i n e  
o f  s t e a m e r s  f ro m  G o th e n b u r g ,  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  p o r t  o f  
e m i g r a t i o n  i n  Sweden. I  h ave  a l s o  a v a i l e d  m y s e l f  o f  a 
v o y a g e r  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  an  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  w e l l  
c o n n e c t e d  N o rw eg ian ,  t o  g e t  2 ,0 0 0  o f  my e i g h t  p a g e  
p a m p h l e t  p r i n t e d  and  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  m o s t  p r o l i f i c  
s o u r c e s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  t h e r e ,  and  i f  means a r e  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  i n t e n d  t o  h a v e  my p r o p o s e d  h a n d - b o o k  o f  
West V i r g i n i a  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  S w e d i s h  a l s o ,  and  a  
p r o p o r t i o n a t e  number  o f  c o p i e s  s e n t  t h e r e  f o r  c i r c u l a 
t i o n .  L i k e  a l l  n o r t h e r n  p e o p l e  t h e  Swedes a r e  
i n t e l l i g e n t  an d  i n q u i s i t i v e ,  and  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  
e m i g r a t i o n  by g a t h e r i n g  a l l  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e a c h . 6

West V i r g i n i a  was o n l y  one o f  t h e  many s t a t e s  t h a t  

a c t i v e l y  r e c r u i t e d  S c a n d i n a v i a n  e m i g r a n t s .  I t  f u r n i s h e d  

p a m p h l e t s ,  l a n d - m a p s ,  and i l l u s t r a t e d  b o o k l e t s ,  a l l  d e s i g n e d

C
I b i d . ,  p p .  9 - 1 0 .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  few i f  any  S w ed ish  

i m m i g r a n t s  a c t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  West V i r g i n i a .
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t o  c a t c h  t h e  e m i g r a n t ' s  e y e .  A t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  new s e t t l e r s ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f t e n  s e n t  a g e n t s  to  

v a r i o u s  A m er ican  p o r t s  t o  m ee t  t h e  a r r i v i n g  e m i g r a n t s  and  

c o n v i n c e  them t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e .  U s u a l l y ,  

t h e y  w e re  t h e n  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  a  g u i d e  who spoke  t h e i r  

l a n g u a g e  and  e s c o r t e d  them to  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n s .  I n  some 

c a s e s  t h e y  even  h a d  Sw ed ish  g u i d e s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p  from 

t h e i r  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  was an  e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  them 

f rom  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who p r e y e d  upon h e l p l e s s  newcomers  

and  to  f u r t h e r  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  w ould  s e t t l e  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

p l a c e .  A l s o ,  i t  was n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a  s t a t e  t o  h a v e  a n  

a g e n t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  t o  s u p e r v i s e  

r e c r u i t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  

and  f a v o r a b l e  p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  n e w s p a p e r s . They 

w e re  ev en  known t o  a n sw e r  l e t t e r s  f rom  p r o s p e c t i v e  e m i g r a n t s .

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government was a l s o  among t h o s e  

who w ere  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  

c o u n t r y .  I n  1864 ,  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  C om m iss ione r  o f  E m i g r a t i o n  

was e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  I t  was h i s  

d u t y  " t o  g a t h e r  f u l l  and  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  s o i l ,  

c l i m a t e ,  m i n e r a l s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  wages  i n  v a r i o u s  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and  a l s o  t h e  means o f  

c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l a b o r ,  and  t o  s p r e a d  a l l  o f  

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  p o p u l a r  fo rm  i n  E u r o p e . " 7 A l s o ,  a

7Ibid., p. 261.
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f e d e r a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  was l o c a t e d  i n  New 

York t o  a i d  t h e  i m m ig r a n t s  i n  f i n d i n g  w ork  and  h o m e s .

O th e r  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  w e re  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  

p r o m o t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  For e x a m p le ,  G e n e r a l  C. C. Andrews 

o f  S t .  C loud ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  was a p p o i n t e d  M i n i s t e r  o f  th e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  Sweden and Norway i n  t h e  summer o f  1869.

He was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  to  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  e x p e c i a l l y  to  h i s  home s t a t e  o f  M i n n e s o t a .

I n  f a c t ,  i n  M i n n e s o t a ,  Andrews was r e g a r d e d  a s  an  

i m m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Government o f f i c i a l .  He made s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

to  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Sweden and Norway b u t  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f ro m  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f f i c i a l s .  However,  h e  d i d  

manage t o  s e e  t h a t  p o s t a l  r a t e s  b e t w e e n  A m er ica  a n d  Sweden 

were  r e d u c e d ,  w h ic h  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  more c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
O

b e tw e e n  S w e d i s h -A m e r ic a n s  and t h e  o l d  c o u n t r y .

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1871, Andrews n o t e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t im e  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

S c a n d i n a v i a n  i m m i g r a t i o n .  T h i s  i n t e r e s t  r e s u l t e d  f rom  a 

r e p o r t  on th e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  Swedes i n  A m er ica  t h a t  was 

p r e p a r e d  by C a r l  Lew enhaup t ,  S w e d e n ' s  C h a r g e '  d ' a f f a i r e s  i n

g
L ars  L ju n g m ar k ,  " G e n e r a l  C. C. Andrews,  H i g h - P l a c e d  

I m m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t  i n  Sw eden ,"  S w e d ish  P i o n e e r  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r l y  21 ( 1 9 7 0 ) :8 7 .  In  1873,  t h e  p o s t a g e  was r e d u c e d  
f rom 14q to  9q f o r  a l e t t e r  m a i l e d  f rom  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  
Sweden.
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W a s h i n g t o n .  A t r a n s l a t e d  c o p y  was s e n t  t o  W a s h in g to n  b y  

Andrews.  Lew enhaup t  was g i v e n  t h e  t a s k  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  

r e p o r t  i n  1870 a n d ,  by  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1871, t h e  p a m p h l e t ,  

B e r a t t e l s e  r d r a n d e  e m i g r a t i o n e n  f r a n  de F o r e n a d e  R ik e n a  t i l l  

Am er ikas  F o r e n t a  S t a t e s  (A c c o u n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  

f rom  t h e  Uni t e d  Kingdoms t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ) , was 

p u b l i s h e d  by  th e  S w e d i s h  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e .  I t  was p r i n t e d  in  

Swedish  a n d  N o rw eg ian  and d i s t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  Sw ed ish  a n d  

N orw eg ian  p r e s s  i n  Europe  a n d  A m e r ic a ,  where  i t  a t t r a c t e d  

g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n .

F o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  i t  was an o b j e c t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  and  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  Swedes a n d  N o rw e g ian s  i n

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  gave t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Lew enhaup t
9

f o u n d  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  b e t t e r  o f f  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .  S w ed ish  

o f f i c i a l s  h a d  n o t  e x p e c t e d  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  be so  f a v o r a b l e .

I n  f a c t ,  t h e i r  p u r p o s e  i n  h a v i n g  i t  w r i t t e n  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

b o t h  Norway and Sweden was t o  d i s c o u r a g e  f u r t h e r  e m i g r a t i o n .

E v e n  th o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  was now more 

r e c e p t i v e  t o  A n d rew s '  i d e a s ,  W a s h in g to n  s t i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  

e ngage  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p rom ote  i m m i g r a t i o n  to  

A merica  f r o m  Sweden. The o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n 

ment w ere  n o t  i n c l i n e d  to  become i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  

d r i v e  f o r  e m i g r a n t s  t h a t  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a n d  Canada, w e r e  c o n d u c t i n g  i n  Sweden. ^  I n s t e a d ,

^Ibid. , p . 96 .
10Ibid., p. 103.
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t h i s  c am pa ign  was t u r n e d  o v e r  to  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s ,  

b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

One o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  h a d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t a k e  

i n  th e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  was t h e  s t e a m s h i p  c o m p a n i e s .  

G e n e r a l l y ,  they  h a d  s u b a g e n t s  i n  E u r o p e  who made a l i v i n g  on 

t h e  com m iss ions  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  s a l e  o f  s t e a m s h i p  

t i c k e t s .  Thus, i t  was t o  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  word 

a b o u t  A m e r ic a .  T h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  h e l p e d  to  s t i m u l a t e  e m i g r a 

t i o n  to  t h a t  c o u n t r y .

Th ese  com pan ies  d i d  n o t  become i n v o l v e d  i n  s u c h  

a c t i v i t i e s  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  when l a r g e  numbers  o f  

e m i g r a n t s  sough t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . At 

t h i s  p o i n t  i t  became a p r o f i t a b l e  v e n t u r e  f o r  t h e  s t e a m s h i p  

l i n e s ,  a n d  they  a t t e m p t e d  t o  make t h e  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  

A t l a n t i c  more c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e .  "The  many s t e a m 

s h i p  a g e n c i e s  when once e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  

s m a l l  to w n ,  w i th  b r o c h u r e s  a n d  maps d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  new w o r l d ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  h e l p e d  t o  s w e l l  

t h e  num bers  o f  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  t h e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s . " '* ' ' * '

T r a v e l  a g e n c i e s  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  i m m i g r a n t s ,  a l s o .

They p l a c e d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n  E u r o p e a n  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  a t t r a c t  

p o t e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r s .  However,  one o f  t h e s e  c o m p a n i e s ,  th e  

A m er ican  E m i g r a t i o n  Company, i n c l u d e d  t h i s  w a r n i n g  i n  a 

Swedish  n e w s p a p e r .

11Ibid. , p. 247.
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The Company d o e s  n o t  a d v i s e  anyone t o  e m i g r a t e  to  
A m e r ic a .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  d e s i r e s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  
s h o u l d  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  b e f o r e  he  d e c i d e s  t o  t a k e  i t .  No one who 
i s  n o t  i n d u s t r i o u s  and  h a s  n o t  means  enough  f o r  t h e  
j o u r n e y  and  f o r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e  i n  A m er ica ,  
u n t i l  h e  can  o b t a i n  a  p o s i t i o n ,  s h o u l d  t h i n k  o f  
e m i g r a t i n g .  L a r g e  f a m i l i e s ,  w h ich  i n t e n d  t o  m i g r a t e ,  do 
w i s e s t  t o  s en d  f i r s t  some o f  th e  y o u n g e r  men o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  t o  p r e p a r e  a  home f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  m em bers .

The Company d o e s  n o t  p i c t u r e  any e l d o r a d o  f o r  t h e  
e m i g r a n t .  The h e a l t h y ,  i n d u s t r i o u s  and  t e m p e r a n t  [ s i c ] 
c a n  a t t a i n  eco n o m ic  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  A m e r ic a ,  b u t  t h e  l a z y  
and  i n t e m p e r a n t  [s i c ] w i l l  f a l l  i n t o  g r e a t e r  p o v e r t y  
t h e r e  t h a n  h e r e .  I t  i s  f r o m  th e  f i r s t  g ro u p  t h a t  
e n c o u r a g i n g  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  A m er ica  come to  Sweden, f rom  
t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  o p p o s i t e . 12

T h i s  company, a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s  l i k e  i t ,  n o t  o n ly  

p r o v i d e d  s t e a m s h i p  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  c u s t o m e r s  b u t  h a d  

a  l a n d  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h e  s a l e  and  p u r c h a s e  o f  f a r m s . They 

p u r c h a s e d  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  l a n d  i n  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e s e l l i n g  i t  t o  i m m i g r a n t s . A 

t y p i c a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  J o n k o p in g s  

T i d n i n g  r e a d s :

E m i g r a n t s  f rom  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o u n t r i e s  can e a s i l y  f i n d  i n  
t h i s  v a r i e t y  o f  s t a t e s ,  r e g i o n s  w h ic h  w i l l  s u i t  them, 
n o t  o n l y  i n  c l i m a t e ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  s o i l .  On a  l a r g e  a r e a  
o f  t h e  co m p an y ' s  l a n d  i n  T ex as  t h e r e  a r e  f i n e  t i m b e r -  
l a n d s ;  on  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n  T e n n e s s e e  may be  fo und  
c o p p e r ,  i r o n ,  c o a l ,  and  p e t r o l e u m .  I n  G e o r g i a ,  t h e  
company owns l a n d  i n  t h e  famous g o l d  r e g i o n ,  and  b e s i d e s  
t h i s  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  e x p e c t s  to  p u r c h a s e  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  
p a r t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  and p a r t l y  p l a n n e d  r a i l r o a d  l a n d s  i n  
O hio ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  Iowa and  K a n sa s .  E m i g r a n t s ,  may, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  r e c e i v e  a d v i c e  upon  a r r i v a l  a b o u t  t h e  l a n d s  
w h ich  t h e y  d e s i r e  t o  a c q u i r e .  T hese  l a n d s  w i l l  be  s o l d  
on a  t e n - y e a r  m o r t g a g e  b a s i s . 13

12Ibid., p. 234.
13Ibid., p. 237.
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Not o n l y  d i d  t h e s e  co m p an ie s  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

e m i g r a n t s 1 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  l a n d  n e e d s  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  h a d  a 

b a n k i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  had  a  s a v i n g s  and  l o a n  d i v i s i o n ,  a  

money e x c h a n g e  d i v i s i o n ,  and  an  endowment f o r  o l d  age 

d i v i s i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e y  h a d  an 

employment d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  made an  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  j o b s  f o r  

e m i g r a n t s  who w e re  s e e k i n g  w ork  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

Numerous l a n d  com pan ies  j o i n e d  t h e  r u s h  t o  p ro m o t e

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  One o f  t h e s e  was Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ' s

F l o r i d a  Land  a n d  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company w h ic h  i s s u e d  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t :

We w an t  p o p u l a t i o n  f rom  e v e r y  S t a t e  i n  t h e  Union a n d  
f rom  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  i n  E u r o p e ;  we w a n t  t h e  t h r i f t y  a n d  
i n d u s t r i o u s  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  o c c u p y i n g  and  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  
v a c a n t  p l a c e s  i n  o u r  f a v o r e d  S t a t e ,  t h a t  t h e y  may s e c u r e  
p l e a s a n t  homes f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  and  f a m i l i e s ;  we w an t  them 
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  o u r  p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  
e n j o y  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  and  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  n a t i v e - b o r n  
w h ic h  t h e  laws  o f  t h e  S t a t e  now f u l l y  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  
them. We n e e d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and  we w i l l  g i v e  i m m i g r a n t s  a 
h e a r t y  welcome and  e x t e n d  t o  them f u l l  and  e q u a l  
p r o t e c t i o n ;  we h a v e  no p r e j u d i c e s  t o  o v e rco m e ,  f o r  we 
a r e  a l r e a d y  c o s m o p o l i t a n ;  we w a n t  im m i g r a n t s  o f  k i n d r e d  
r a c e s ,  t h a t  we may be  a  homogeneous  p e o p l e ;  we a r e  a l l  
im m i g r a n t s  o r  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ; we g i v e  i m m i g r a t i o n  
c r e d i t  f o r  a l l  we a r e  o r  a l l  we hope  to  becom e.  We do 
n o t  w i s h  t o  be  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ;  we do n o t  
w a n t  i m m i g r a n t s  f o r  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t ,  on t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  i n v i t e  them to  l o c a t e  and  become t h e  ow ners  o f  
t h e i r  homes i n  f e e  s i m p l e  f o r e v e r ;  we w an t  them to  
become c i t i z e n s  and  h a v e  w i t h  us  e q u a l  p o l i t i c a l  
p r i v i l e g e s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  a l l  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  
im posed  upon  c i t i z e n s  u n d e r  a  R e p u b l i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ;  we 
w a n t  p e r s o n s  s k i l l e d  i n  a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  m e c h a n i c a l  
and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s ;  i n  f a c t ,  i n  a l l  t h e  
i n d u s t r i e s  o f  l i f e ,  f o r  we h a v e  a  S t a t e  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  
r e q u i s i t e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  c u l t i v a t i o n  and  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  We w a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  p e r s o n s  s k i l l e d  i n  
g a r d e n i n g  a n d  f r u i t - g r o w i n g ,  i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  
t o b a c c o ,  s u g a r ,  e t c . ;  we w a n t  g r a p e  and o r a n g e  g r o w e r s
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t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  w h o le  l i s t  o f  s e m i t r o p i c a l  f r u i t s ;  we 
w a n t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  lu m b e r  and  n a v a l  s t o r e s ; we w a n t  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  c a p i t a l  t o  d e v e l o p  o u r  unbounded  r e s o u r c e s ;  
we w a n t  i m m i g r a n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  a l o n g  
w i t h  them s u f f i c i e n t  means an d  e n e r g y  to  e n t e r  upon 
b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t o  buy o u r  cheap  l a n d s ,  to  
become p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t s ,  p r a c t i c a l  f r u i t  g r o w e r s  an d  
s u c c e s s f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s ,  o r  who w i l l  f o l l o w  some 
m e c h a n i c a l  o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n .  We h a v e  a 
s u r p l u s  a l r e a d y  o f  n o n - p r o d u c e r s ,  l u r e d  h i t h e r  by o u r  
g e n i a l  c l i m a t e  and  e x p e c t i n g  " t o  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  
n o t h i n g . "  We w a n t ,  i n  s h o r t ,  s e t t l e r s  who a r e  w i l l i n g  
t o  r e l y  on  t h e i r  own e x e r t i o n s  and  means t o  make them 
s e l v e s  b e a u t i f u l  homes.  To su ch  we s a y ,  Come and i f  you 
h a v e  good s t a y i n g  q u a l i t i e s ,  y o u r  r e w a r d  i s  s u r e .  1-4-

However,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o p a g a n d a  a b o u t  A m er ica  came 

f rom  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  t h e y  w r o t e  

home to  f r i e n d s  and  r e l a t i v e s .  Many t i m e s  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  

c o n t a i n e d  p r e p a i d  t i c k e t s ,  money, o r  p r o m i s e s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  

j o b s .  These  l e t t e r s  o f t e n  e x a g g e r a t e d  t h e  o p p r o t u n i t i e s  t o  

be  fo u n d  h e r e  and  n e g l e c t e d  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  h a r d s h i p s .

A m e r ic a ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  became 

c l o s e r  t o  many Swedes t h a n  S to c k h o lm  o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  Sw ed ish  

p r o v i n c e s ,  due to  t h e  "A m er ican  l e t t e r s "  w h ich  w e r e  l i t e r a l l y  

p a s s e d  a r o u n d ,  o r  s p r e a d  by w ord  o f  m ou th ,  o r  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  

i n  t h e  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s . I n  many c a s e s  t h e  Swedes knew more  

a b o u t  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  th a n  a b o u t  t h o s e  

i n  a n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o v i n c e .

A v e r y  p o t e n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  exodus  

was t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  S w e d i s h - A m e r i c a n s . L a r g e  sums o f  money

14 F l o r i d a  Land a n d  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company, S a n f o r d  and  
Beyond (New Y ork :  The S o u th  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, n . d . ) ,  p p . 
2 9 - 3 0 .
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w ere  s e n t  b a c k  t o  Sweden e i t h e r  t o  a i d  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  pay  o f f

t h e  m o r t g a g e  o r  to  s u p p o r t  a g e d  p a r e n t s ;  o r  i t  was s e n t  to

s e c u r e  a  h i g h e r  r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a n  was a v a i l a b l e  i n

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b a n k s .  I n  some c a s e s  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  r e t u r n e d

t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d ,  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  f a m i l y  e s t a t e ,

o r  p u r c h a s e d  a  more p r e t e n t i o u s  f a r m  t h a n  h a d  e v e r  b e e n

owned by t h e  f a m i l y .  "Som et im es  i t  was t h e  p e a s a n t  d a u g h t e r

r e t u r n i n g  a f t e r  many y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  o f  t h e

A m er ican  b o u r g e o i s e ,  t o  s p en d  h e r  o l d  age  c a r e f r e e  on  h e r
15a c c u m u l a t e d  e a r n i n g s  among h e r  r e l a t i v e s . "

Fo r  many im m i g r a n t s  A m er ica  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  l a n d  o f

dem ocracy  w h e re  many o f  S w e d e n 's  i l l s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .

P r o m o t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o f t e n  e m p h a s i z e d  t h i s  a s p e c t .  For

exam ple ,  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War,  i t  n o t e d

A m e r i c a ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  b l o t t i n g  o u t  s l a v e r y - - t h e  f i n a l  v e s t i g e

o f  E u ro p ea n  f e u d a l i s m .  F r a n c i s  C l a r e  F o rd ,  Her  M a j e s t y ' s

C o n su l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  r e i n f o r c e d  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c

p i c t u r e  o f  A m e r ic a  a s  t h e  l a n d  o f  dem ocracy  when he  r e p o r t e d

t o  h i s  g o v e rn m en t  i n  1869 t h a t :

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  w ork  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  i t s
" p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l i t y , "  w ou ld  e a s i l y  u n f i t  a man 
b e l o n g i n g  to  t h e  a r t i s a n  c l a s s e s  f o r  l i v i n g  a g a i n  i n  t h e
o l d  c o u n t r i e s  o f  E u r o p e  "w h ere  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o f
s o c i a l  l i f e  a r e  so  s t r i c t l y  d e f i n e d ,  an d ,  a s  a r u l e ,  so

■ ^ J a n s o n ,  The B ack g ro u n d  o f  Sw ed ish  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  
1 8 4 0 - 1 9 3 0 , p .  16 .  --------------------------------------- -------------
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v i g o r o u s l y  e n f o r c e d ,  a n d  where  t h e  a c c i d e n t  o f  b i r t h  i s  
h e l d  o f  such  a c c o u n t . " 1 6

L e t t e r s  l a t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  S w ed ish  

e m i g r a t i o n  s t u d y  p l e a d e d :  ' " L e t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  s p i r i t

p r e v a i l  more  i n  Sweden. C r e a t e  an A m er ica  i n  Sweden. Then 

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u r  sons  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  w i l l  s t a y  h o m e ' . " ^  

However ,  a n o t h e r  o b s e r v e r  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  " h e  was 

n o t  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  ' th e  p o o r  Swede becomes p r o u d  to  be  

c a l l e d  a n  A m er ican  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  t o o  i g n o r a n t  t o  know a b o u t  

t h e  d a r k  s i d e s  o f  A m er ican  l i f e .  He d o e s n ' t  s e e  t h e  

h y p o c r i s y ,  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n ,  t h e  r o t t e n  p o l i t i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  

a n d  he d o e s n ' t  s e e  t h e  m o n s t e r s  r e s t i n g  on t h e  f e e t  o f  

c l a y ’ , " 18

T h e s e  l e t t e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c l a s s  

d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  Sweden was a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  e m i g r a t i n g .  

A l th o u g h  s e r f d o m  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Sweden, t h e r e  was a  r i g i d  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s .  T h e re  was an  u p p e r  

c l a s s  w h ic h  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  w h ic h  b e l o n g e d  

t h e r e  t h r o u g h  b i r t h ;  t h e  g e n t r y  who owned l a r g e  e s t a t e s ;  and

1 f i M e r le  C u r t i  and K e n d a l l  B i r r ,  "The I m m ig r a n t  and  
t h e  A m er ican  Image i n  E u r o p e ,  1 8 6 0 - 1 9 1 4 , "  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  Review 37 (S e p te m b e r  1 9 5 0 ) : 2 1 1 .

17 Emory L i n d q u i s t ,  " A p p r a i s a l s  o f  Sweden and  A m er ica  
b y  Sw edish  E m i g r a n t s :  The T e s t im o n y  o f  L e t t e r s  i n
E m i g r a t i o n s u t r e d n i n g e n  (1907)  S w e d ish  P i o n e e r  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r l y  17 ( 1 9 6 6 ) : 8 7 .  ( H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  L i n d q u i s t ,  

A p p r a i s a l s  o f  Sweden and A m er ica  by  Swedish  E m i g r a n t s . " )

18Ibid,, p. 85.
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t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  many o f  whom w e r e  n o t  w e a l t h y  b u t  h e l d

i m p o r t a n t  g o v e rn m e n t ,  army, o r  c h u r c h  p o s i t i o n s .  Below them

were  t h e  p e a s a n t s  who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  q u i t e  s u p e r i o r

t o  t h e  l a n d l e s s  c r o f t e r  an d  c o t t e r .  I t  was t h r o u g h

e m i g r a t i o n  t h a t  many Swedes w e re  a b l e  t o  f i n d  s o c i a l
19e q u a l i t y  an d  o p p o r t u n i t y .

The r e s e n t m e n t  a g a i n s t  s o c i a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  on t h e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  lo w e r  c l a s s e s  was  ech o ed  o v e r  and  o v e r  a g a i n  i n  

t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r l a n d .  One im m i g r a n t ,  J .  S . ,  

who e m i g r a t e d  i n  1881 ,  commented e a r l y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y :

I f  I  s h o u l d  come to  Sweden now an d  come i n t o  a  s t o r e ,  I  
w o u ld  have  t o  t a k e  my c a p  o r  h a t  i n  my hand and  bow 
c e r e m o n i o u s l y ,  c a l l i n g  a  s im p le  b o o k k e e p e r  f o r  h e r r e . 
e t c . ;  w h i l e  i n  America  a  workman an d  a  b o o k k e e p e r  a r e  o f  
t h e  same r a n k .  Yes,  o u r  h o n o r e d  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ,  
h i m s e l f  does  n o t  d e s p i s e  me i f  I  t a k e  o f f  my h a t  o r  n o t  
when I  s p ea k  t o  h i m . 20

A n o t h e r  c o m p la in e d  o f  " t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  t i t l e  s i c k n e s s

and  t h e  i d i o t i c  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  t h e  c r i n g i n g  o f  t h e  l o w e r

c l a s s e s  and  t h e  a r r o g a n c e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  . . . t h e
21b u r e a u c r a c y  and p e d a n t r y "  t h a t  was f o u n d  i n  t h e  h o m e la n d .  

Even one  i n d i v i d u a l  who was e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was one

19 J a n s o n ,  The B ack g ro u n d  o f  S w e d i s h  I m m i g r a t i o n .  
1 8 4 0 - 1 9 3 0 , p .  19.  ---------------------------------------  -----------

2 0 I b i d . , p .  294.
21

L i n d q u i s t ,  " A p p r a i s a l s  o f  Sweden and A m erica  by  
S w ed ish  E m i g r a n t s , "  p .  83.
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a d v a n t a g e :  " t h e  e q u a l i t y  w h ich  p r e v a i l s  among h i g h  a n d  low,
22r i c h  and  p o o r . "

The q u e s t  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  f r ee d o m  was o f t e n  n o t e d  as

an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  w i t h  some p e o p l e  i n  m aking  t h e  d e c i s i o n

to  l e a v e  t h e i r  h o m e lan d .  R e l i g i o u s  d i s c o n t e n t  was n e v e r  t h e

p r i m a r y  c au se  o f  m i g r a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c a s e s  i t  was
23a s t r o n g  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  e l e m e n t .  A l t h o u g h  p e r s e c u t i o n s

h a d  c e a s e d  by t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,

d i s s e n t e r s  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  c h u r c h  w e re  s t i l l  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay

t a x e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  f rom  w h ic h  t h e y  d e r i v e d  no

b e n e f i t .  They w e r e  a l s o  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  i n  o t h e r

w a y s . One t h a t  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n n o y in g  r e l a t e d  t o

m a r r i a g e .  U n t i l  1873, t h e r e  was no  l e g a l  m a r r i a g e  f o r

c i t i z e n s  n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  c h u r c h .  C h i l d r e n

b o r n  t o  p a r e n t s  who were  n o t  members o f  t h e  s t a t e  c h u r c h
2 Aw e r e ,  t h u s ,  i l l e g i t i m a t e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  law .

L e t t e r s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n s u t r e d n i n g e n  made 

s i m i l a r  comments a b o u t  r e l i g i o n  a s  an e l e m e n t  i n  e m i g r a t i o n .  

Such r e m a rk s  a s  " t h e  c l e r g y m e n ' s  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  d i s s e n t e r s , "  

" t h e  i n t o l e r a n t ,  c o m p l e t e l y  p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t e  c h u r c h , "  and

22I b i d . ,  p .  82.
23 F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  "A m er ican  I n f l u e n c e s  i n  Norway 

and Sw eden ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  Modern H i s t o r y  18 ( 1 9 4 6 ) :40 .
2 AW i l l i a m  C arson  S m i th ,  A m er ican s  i n  t h e  M a k i n g :

The N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  I m m ig r a n t s  (New 
Y o r k : A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y - C r o f t s , I n c . ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  7.
( H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  S m i th ,  A m e r ic an s  i n  t h e  M ak in g .)
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s t r o n g  comments a b o u t  p a y i n g  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e

c h u r c h  i n d i c a t e  how t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f e l t  a b o u t  t h e
25r e l i g i o u s  c l i m a t e  i n  Sweden. O t h e r s  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a s i g n i f i c a n t

f a c t o r ,  and  some e v e n  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  " t h e y  were  e n t i r e l y
2s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Sweden ."

A n o th e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  many p o t e n t i a l  im m i g r a n t s  fo u n d

a t t r a c t i v e  was t h e  l a c k  o f  c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The D e f e n s e  Law o f  1860 i n t r o d u c e d

c o n s c r i p t i o n  f o r  a l l  S w ed ish  men b e tw e e n  t h e  ag es  o f  tw e n ty

and  t w e n t y - f i v e  and  p r o v i d e d  t h a t ,  " i f  anyone  was l i a b l e  to

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  b u t  d e s i r e d  t o  e m i g r a t e ,  t h e  gov e rn m en t

w ou ld  d e c i d e  upon p r o p e r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  A c o n d i t i o n  o f

e x e m p t io n  f rom  m i l i t a r y  d u t y  i n  t im e  o f  p e a c e  was t h e

paym ent  o f  $ 2 5 .0 0 ,  and  i n  t i m e  o f  w a r ,  a  s u b s t i t u t e  t o  t a k e
27t h e  e m i g r a n t ' s  p l a c e . "  A f t e r  November 1,  1872,  t h i s  f e e  

was d i s c o n t i n u e d .

Not  o n l y  was t h e  l e n g t h y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  d i s t a s t e 

f u l  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n f r i n g e m e n t  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g h t s

25 L i n d q u i s t ,  " A p p r a i s a l s  o f  Sweden and  A m er ica  by 
S w ed ish  E m i g r a n t s , "  p .  88 .

26 I b i d . ,  p .  89.
27 J a n s o n ,  The B ack g ro u n d  o f  S w ed ish  I m m i g r a t i o n , 

1 8 4 0 -1 9 3 0 ,  p .  295 .  F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  Sw eden : The N a t i o n ' s
H i s t o r y  ( M i n n e a p o l i s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,
p .  370, m e n t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  was r a i s e d  f rom  t h i r t y  days  t o  f o r t y  d a y s ,  w h ich  
d i f f e r s  f rom  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .
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b u t  i t  a l s o  h a d  an  econom ic  i m p a c t .  A Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t  p u t

i t  t h u s l y :  ' " T h e  p o o r ,  u n f o r t u n a t e  p e a s a n t s  c an  n o t  w i t h o u t

a l m o s t  u n l i m i t e d  s a c r i f i c e s  b e a r  t h i s  b u r d e n  o f  i n c r e a s e d

t a x e s ,  b u t  i t  so h a p p e n s  t h a t  when one m o s t  n e e d s  h i s  s o n s
28

a t  home t h e y  m u s t  go o f f  t o  t r a i n i n g 1."  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  

t o  know how many o f  S w e d e n 's  e n t e r p r i s i n g  young men l e f t  

t h e i r  f a t h e r l a n d  f o r  t h e  s o l e  r e a s o n  o f  e s c a p i n g  m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e ,  b u t  many who w e re  i n c l i n e d  to  l e a v e  f o r  econom ic  

r e a s o n s  p r o b a b l y  d e c i d e d  on an e a r l i e r  d e p a r t u r e  d a t e  t o  

e s c a p e  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  army.

T h e r e  w ere  a l s o  c e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  i n  S w ed ish  p o l i t i c a l

l i f e  w h ich  c a u s e d  many c i t i z e n s  t o  s e e k  A m e r ic a ,  t h e  l a n d  o f

d em o cracy .  E s p e c i a l l y  r e p u g n a n t  t o  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  was

t h e  l i m i t e d  p o l i t i c a l  f r a n c h i s e .  The P a r l i a m e n t a r y  Reforms

o f  1866 h a d  i n t r o d u c e d  a  h i g h  p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r

v o t i n g ,  and  t h i s  d e p r i v e d  t h e  p o o r e r  p e a s a n t  o f  any

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  h i s  g o v e rn m e n t .  T h i s  a l s o  e x c l u d e d

i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  f r o m  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l

1919 t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  was a t t a i n e d .

The S w ed ish  E m i g r a t i o n  Commission r e p o r t e d  i n  1913 
t h a t :

T h e re  w e re  v e r y  few i f  any  who e m i g r a t e d  t o  A m er ica  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s u f f r a g e ,  b u t  t h i s  
d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t  an d  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  o f  t h e  
d e n i a l  o f  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  a s  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  t h i n k s  o f  
i t ,  h a s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  e n h a n c e d  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  a  f r u i t f u l  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  
" e m i g r a t i o n  f e v e r "  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .

28S m i th ,  A m er ican s  i n  t h e  M a k in g , p .  14.
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The f e e l i n g  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  " n o b i l i t y ” h a v e  any  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h a t  " s i m p l e  p e o p l e "  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y ,  i s  
v e r y  o l d  and  h a s  b e e n  a  w i d e s p r e a d  o p i n i o n  i n  o u r  
S w ed ish  C om m uni t ie s ,  and  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o n l y  an  
i l l u s i o n .  . . . W i t h o u t  d o u b t  e m i g r a t i o n  m i g h t  have  b e e n  
d i s c o u r a g e d  i f  manhood s u f f r a g e  h a d  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  
1880 i n s t e a d  o f  1909 .  And p a t r i o t i s m  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  
s t r o n g e r .  Our age  demands dem ocracy  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  
m a s s e s ,  and  Sweden w i t h  i t s  many s t r o n g  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
t e n d e n c i e s  was i n  n e e d  o f  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d . 29

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w here

. . . e v e r y  Sw ed ish  im m ig r a n t  was e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  a s  
soon  a s  he  was n a t u r a l i z e d .  . . .  He e n t e r e d  e a g e r l y  
i n t o  h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  and  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  many a  c o u n t y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  and  new 
s t a t e s  o f  t h e  W es t .  . . . S o c i a l  an d  P o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  
w e re  o f t e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  and  
r e l a t i v e s  i n  S w e d e n . 30

U n d o u b te d ly ,  e conom ic  f a c t o r s  w e re  t h e  m os t

i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  exodus  o f  p e o p l e  f ro m  Sweden to  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  A m e r ic a ,  t h e r e  w ere  m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  o f

c h ea p  l a n d ,  w h ic h  m i g h t  be  o b t a i n e d  a f t e r  1862 u n d e r  t h e

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  H om estead  A c t .  T h i s  A c t  g r a n t e d  160 a c r e s

o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d  t o  anyone  who c o u l d  c u l t i v a t e  i t  f o r  f i v e

c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  " a n  i n d i v i d u a l

c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  l a n d  c o u l d  p u r c h a s e  i t  a t  $ 1 ,2 5  an  a c r e
31w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s . "  P r o m o t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a l s o  p o i n t e d

29 J a n s o n ,  The B a c k g ro u n d  o f  S w ed ish  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  
1 8 4 0 - 1 9 3 0 , p .  18 .  -----------

30 S m i th ,  A m e r ic an s  i n  t h e  M a k in g , p .  10.
31 P h i l i p  S. F o n e r ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L a b o r  Movement i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , v o l . 1 (New Y o r k : I n t e r n a t i o n a l
P u b l i s h e r ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  326.
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o u t  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  was e x t r e m e l y  f e r t i l e ,  t h e r e  were  low 

t a x e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a r i s e  i n  l a n d  v a l u e s .  T h i s  

p r o m i s e  o f  f r e e  o r  a l m o s t  f r e e  l a n d  was a  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e  i n  

m o t i v a t i n g  m u l t i t u d e s  to  e m i g r a t e .

T h e re  h a d  b e e n  c r o p  f a i l u r e s  i n  Sweden i n  1867,

1868,  an d  1869, w h i c h  c a u s e d  w i d e s p r e a d  m i s e r y  and r u i n e d  

l a r g e  numbers  o f  s m a l l e r  i n d e p e n d e n t  and  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s .

T h i s  l e d  t o  a  d e l u g e  o f  S w e d i s h  e m i g r a n t s  d u r i n g  t h o s e  

y e a r s - - 5 , 8 9 3  i n  1867 ,  2 1 ,4 7 2  i n  1868, and 3 2 ,0 5 3  i n  1 8 6 9 . " ^

A lm os t  a s  a t t r a c t i v e  a s  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  l a n d  was t h e  

l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Wages 

w e re  h i g h e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  an  

a v a i l a b l e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  I n  Sweden, t h e r e  was o v e r p o p u l a t i o n  

i n  t h e  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  l a c k  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a 

t i o n .  T h i s  t e n d e d  t o  make wages  low and ,  e v e n  a f t e r  

i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p e d ,  t h e r e  was  a  l a b o r  s u r p l u s .  I n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  l a b o r e r  c o u l d  o b t a i n  a  h i g h e r  r e a l  wage 

ev en  th o u g h  th e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  was a l s o  h i g h e r .  Here  i t  was 

p o s s i b l e  t o  s a v e  money and  become e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  i n d u s t r y  o r  

a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  t h e  h e a v y  b u r d e n  o f  t a x a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  Sw ed ish  l a n d h o l d e r  an d  l a b o r e r  m us t  b e a r .

D epend ing  upon t h e  t i m e  and  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e r e  

w e re  v a r y i n g  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n d u c e d  S c a n d i n a v i a n s  to  e m i g r a t e .  

"The h ope  o f  l a r g e r  r e t u r n s  f o r  o n e ' s  l a b o r  was t h e

32 H. A r n o l d  B a r t o n ,  L e t t e r s  from t h e  P r o m ise d  L a n d : 
Swedes i n  A m e r ic a ,  184 0 -1 9 1 4  ( M i n n e a p o l i s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
M i n n e s o t a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  T 0 7 .
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33m a i n s p r i n g  i n  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  S w eden ."  However,  t h e r e

w e re  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  I f  t h e  econom ic

s i t u a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e s e  o t h e r  a n n o y an c e s

w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  have  b e e n  e n d u r e d .  The f r e q u e n t  p e r i o d s  o f

eco n o m ic  d i s t r e s s ,  c r o p  f a i l u r e s ,  unem ploym ent ,  a n d  low

w ages  v i v i d l y  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  demand f o r  l a b o r  a t  h i g h e r

wages  i n  A m e r i c a ,  and t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s
3 Ao f  c h e a p  v i r g i n  l a n d  t o  be  had  t h e r e .  The "A m er ica  f e v e r "

sw e p t  Sweden, b r i n g i n g  w i t h  i t  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f

e m i g r a n t s  who lo o k e d  t o  A m er ica  a s  t h e  l a n d  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .

Tho u san d s  o f  S w edes ,  who had  no r e a l  s t a k e  i n  t h e i r

n a t i v e  l a n d ,  and  no homes o f  t h e i r  own o r  even  t h e  hope o f

an y ,  h e a r d  t h e  c a l l  t o  b e  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  m i g r a t i o n .

They dreamed o f  a b e t t e r  l i f e  e l s e w h e r e ;  and  " t h e y  had  t h e

p h y s i c a l  s t a m i n a  to  r i s k  t h e  s e v e r e  o c e a n  voyage  an d  do t h e

b a ck  b r e a k i n g  work o f  p lo w in g  t h e  new s o d  and  c u t t i n g  t h e  
35t i m b e r . "  Most o f  th e m  co u ld  r e a d  and  w r i t e ,  a n d  were  

s k i l l e d  as  c a r p e n t e r s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  p r i n t e r s ,  an d  an im a l  

t e n d e r s ,  as  w e l l .  T h e i r  s p i r i t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  combined  

w i t h  t h e i r  v e r s a t i l i t y  p r e p a r e d  them f o r  t h e  demands o f  

f r o n t i e r  l i f e .  Those who were  t h e  m os t  e n t e r p r i s i n g  made 

t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  b r e a k  away f rom t h e  l i f e  t h e y  h a d  known.

33 S m i t h ,  A m e r ic an s  i n  t h e  M a k in g , p .  22.

34I b i d .

F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  Sweden: The N a t i o n ' s  H i s t o r y
( M i n n e a p o l i s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p . 5 7 1 .
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The b o l d  an d  t h e  c o u r a g e o u s  w ere  t h e  f i r s t  to  u n d e r t a k e  t h e
3 6f o r b i d d i n g  v o y a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  g r e a t  o c e a n .

O £
G e r h a r d  T. A l e x i s ,  "Sweden t o  M i n n e s o t a :  V i l h e l m

M o b e r g ' s  F i c t i o n a l  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  A m er ican  Q u a r t e r l y  18
( 1 9 6 6 ) : 9 2 .  -------------------------------



CHAPTER V

THE GREAT MIGRATION

E v e r y  r o u t e  t h a t  c r o s s e s  t h e  o c e a n  
I  w ou ld  mark on  t h e  map i n  r e d ,
F o r  t h e r e  o u r  h e a r t ’ s b l o o d  f l o w s  
From open  wounds to w a rd  t h e  w e s t ,
Look a t  t h e  brown c h e s t s  i n  G o th e n b u r g  
T h a t  a r e  s t a c k e d  e v e r y  day  on t h e  q u ay ,
And a t  t h e  l o n g  l i s t  o f  p a s s e n g e r s  
L i k e  d e a t h  r e p o r t s  f ro m  a  b a t t l e . 1

I n  1870, C. H. Dupont  o f  Q u in c y ,  F l o r i d a ,  had  

r e v i v e d  t h e  co m ato se  A g r i c u l t u r e  and  I m m i g r a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  r e p l a c i n g  Negro f a r m  w o r k e r s  w i t h  E u ro p ea n  

i m m i g r a n t s .  Dupont  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  E u r o p e a n s  w o u ld  be  w i l l i n g  

to  work  one  y e a r  to  pay  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Once h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  h i r e d  o u t  a t  an  

a n n u a l  r a t e  o f  $120 f o r  men an d  $100 f o r  women. He f e l t  

t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  be  many p l a n t e r s  who w o u ld  be  w i l l i n g  t o  

h i r e  a few s u c h  w o r k e r s  i f  t h e y  were  a v a i l a b l e .  W i th  t h i s  

i n  m ind ,  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  fo rm  a  company, f i n a n c e d  by  p r i v a t e  

f u n d s ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  to  F l o r i d a ,  h i r e  them o u t  f o r  

a  y e a r ,  and  keep  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  c o s t  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  t h e  y e a r ' s  wages .

C a r l  S n o i l s k y ,  "The G r e a t  M i g r a t i o n "  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  poem 
q u o t e d  i n  F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  Sweden: The N a t i o n ' s  H i s t o r y
( M i n n e a p o l i s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H i H n e s o t a r ^ r e s s l —I W 7 y i ~ p T - 336 .
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S u p p o s e d l y ,  one o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who h e l p e d
2

f i n a n c e  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  was Henry  S a n f o r d .  However,  t h e r e  

seems t o  be a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n f u s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  S a n f o r d ' s  

i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  p r o c u r i n g  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t  l a b o r e r s . 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  J e r r e l l  H. S h o f n e r ,  Dr.  W i l l i a m  H en sch en ,  a  

Swede who h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  a r e a ,  a c t e d  

a s  D u p o n t ' s  a g e n t  i n  s i g n i n g  p r o s p e c t i v e  e m i g r a n t s  to  

c o n t r a c t s  and  t h e n  b r i n g i n g  them o v e r  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

i n  g r o u p s .  The f i r s t  g r o u p ,  u n d e r  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a r r i v e d  

i n  Gadsden  C oun ty  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  F l o r i d a  i n  A u g u s t ,  1871 .  

Most o f  t h e s e  w e re  a l r e a d y  em ployed  by p l a n t e r s  who had  

e a r l i e r  a g r e e d  t o  D u p o n t ' s  t e r m s .  However,  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  

p r o v e d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  and  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  

n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  Swedes w e re  gone f rom  t h a t  c o u n t y .

Even t h o u g h  t h i s  b r i e f  a t t e m p t  p r o v e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  

p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  wrong  t im e  o f  t h e  y e a r  

t o  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  e m p lo y e r s  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and  h o m e s i c k n e s s ,  a  p e r m a n e n t  c o l o n y  n e a r  

Lake Monroe e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  f rom  t h e  Sw ed ish  l a b o r

2
J e r r e l l  H. S h o f n e r ,  Nor I s  I t  Over  Y e t :  F l o r i d a  i n

t h e  E r a  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n - -1 8 6 3 - 1 8 7 7  ( G a i n e s v i l l e :  The
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s e s  o f  F l o r i d a ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  259 .  However,  t h e  
w r i t e r  c o u l d  f i n d  no m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r r a n g e m e n t  
b e tw e e n  Dupont and  S a n f o r d  i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  and  
R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson i n  "The A m erican  L i f e  o f  H enry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d , "  p .  170 ,  comments t h a t ,  " a s  n e a r l y  a s  c an  be  
a s c e r t a i n e d  f r o m  S a n f o r d ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  he  c o n c e i v e d  t h e  
i d e a  [ o f  b r i n g i n g  Sw ed ish  e m i g r a n t s  to  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ]  an d  
a s k e d  t h e  c i t i z e n s  l i v i n g  n e a r  o r  on t h e  G r a n t  i f  t h e y  c h o s e  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e . "  Fo r  more on t h i s ,  s e e  C h a p t e r  V I .



63

e x p e r i m e n t .  T h i s  c o l o n y ,  named New U p s a l a ,  was l a r g e l y  made 

up o f  S w ed ish  i m m ig r a n t s  who c h o se  t o  come t o  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a  u n d e r  t h e  C o n t r a c t  L a b o r  Law. Once t h e r e  t h e y  w ould  

w ork  on  t h e  S t .  G e r t r u d e  and  B e l a i r  g r o v e s  a n d  i n  Henry  

S a n f o r d ' s  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  became s e l f -  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  em ployed .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s ,  S a n f o r d  s o u g h t  a d v i c e

on h i s  l a b o r  p r o b le m  f r o m  h i s  f r i e n d  and  n e i g h b o r ,  Dr.

W i l l i a m  H en sch en ,  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U p s a l a ,

an d  f o r m e r l y  an  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  t h e  C o l l e g i a t e  S ch o o l  i n

H e l s i n g b o r g ,  who h a d  d e c i d e d  to  e m i g r a t e  t o  A m e r i c a .  I n

1870,  he  and  h i s  b r o t h e r  E s a i a s  and a  g roup  o f  l i k e - m i n d e d

p e o p l e  h a d  gone t o  F l o r i d a  w i t h  p l a n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an
3

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l o n y .  They l o c a t e d  i n  an  a r e a  j u s t  w e s t  o f  

t h e  town o f  S a n f o r d ,  w h e re  t h e y  s e c u r e d  h o m e s t e a d s  an d  

c l e a r e d  t h e  l a n d  and  p l a n t e d  o r a n g e  t r e e s . T h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  

was named New U p s a l a  i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c i t y . ^  Dr.  

H e n sc h en ,  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  a  few o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  s o o n  moved

3
R o l l a n d  Dean, "The G e n e r a l  Needed L a b o r ,  t h e  Swedes 

Wanted O p p o r t u n i t y :  S a n f o r d ' s  E a r l y  S w ed ish  C o l o n y , "
O r l a n d o  S e n t i n e l  F l o r i d a  M a g a z i n e , 24 S e p te m b e r  1967 ,  p .  
1 2 -F .  Dr.  H enschen  was one  o f  t h e  few Swedes who h a d  c h o se n  
a  s u b t r o p i c a l  c l i m a t e ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  he  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
h o r t i c u l t u r e  an d  i n  p l a n t i n g  an  o r a n g e  g r o v e .

4
I v a r  F. P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a , "  Sw ed ish  P i o n e e r  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  18
( 1 9 6 7 ) : 1 3 2 - 1 3 3 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W orld  Book D i c t i o n a r y , 
e i t h e r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  s p e l l i n g  f o r  t h e  
S w ed ish  u n i v e r s i t y  t o w n - - U p p s a l a  o r  U p s a l a .
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t o  t h e  Lake J e s s u p  a r e a  where  t h e y  o n c e  a g a i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

homes a n d  o r a n g e  g r o v e s . B ec a u se  h i s  w i f e  c o u l d  n o t  e n d u r e  

p i o n e e r  l i f e ,  Dr .  H enschen  and  h i s  f a m i l y  l e f t  t h e r e  i n  1873 

and moved to  New York w here  h e  t o o k  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

P a s s e n g e r  D e p a r tm en t  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  T r a n s - A t l a n t i c  L i n e ,  and 

a s  e d i t o r  o f  N o r d s t j e r n a n , a S w ed ish  l a n g u a g e  n e w s p a p e r . ^

Dr.  H enschen  a d v i s e d  H enry  S a n f o r d  t h a t  " t h e r e  were  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  Swedes who would  l i k e  t o  come t o  F l o r i d a  and  

t h a t  h e  had  two b r o t h e r s  who w o u ld  make t h e  n e c e s s a r y
g

a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  s e t t l e r s . "  The a g r e e m e n t  was t h a t  S a n f o r d  

would  p a y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  

h o u s i n g ,  and  s c h o o l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  one y e a r  and 

th e y  i n  r e t u r n  w ould  r e n d e r  a  l i k e  p e r i o d  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  

him. ^

The C o n t r a c t  L a b o r  Law h a d  b e e n  p a s s e d  i n  1864, 

p a r t l y  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a s h o r t a g e  o f  l a b o r  r e s u l t i n g  from 

th e  w e s t w a r d  m i g r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  o f  f r e e  home-
g

s t e a d s . T h i s  law l e g a l i z e d  c o n t r a c t s  a d v a n c i n g  p a s s e n g e r  

money t o  im m ig r a n t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  f r e e  l a b o r  f o r  a

5 I b i d . , p .  133 .
g

Dean, "The G e n e r a l  N eeded  L a b o r ,  t h e  Swedes Wanted 
O p p o r t u n i t y :  S a n f o r d ' s  E a r l y  S w ed ish  C o l o n y , "  p .  1 2 - F .

^ I b i d .  T h i s  same i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a l s o  fo u n d  i n  I v a r  
F. P e a r s o n ' s  " E a r l y  S w e d ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
F l o r i d a , "  p.  133 .

g
W i l l i a m  S. B e r n a r d ,  e d . ,  A m er ican  I m m i g r a t i o n  

P o l i c y :  A R e a p p r a i s a l  (New York :  H a r p e r  and  B r o t h e r s ,
1950) , p~! 67
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s p e c i f i e d  t i m e .  However,  t h i s  law  was r e p e a l e d  i n  1868 a s  a

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  l a b o r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Henry

S a n f o r d  d i d  b r i n g  S w ed ish  e m i g r a n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f

o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  a

c o n t r a c t u a l  a g r e e m e n t .  T he re  i s  no e v i d e n c e  o f  a n  a c t u a l

c o n t r a c t  i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s . P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  due t o  t h e
g

f a c t  t h a t  i t  was i l l e g a l  a t  t h e  t im e .

H enry  S a n f o r d  i n v i t e d  h i s  n e i g h b o r s  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f

t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t ,  and  one  o f  h i s  a g e n t s ,  Dr.  Thomas H a igh ,

s e n t  S a n f o r d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  p e o p l e  who w o u ld  t a k e

S w ed ish  w o r k e r s :

C o l .  B. J .  W h i t n e r ,  M e l l o n v i l l e ,  4 men 1 woman ( t h e  
woman t o  a c t  a s  c ook  f o r  t h e  4 men) .  J .  M. B u s s a l l ,  1 
man & w i f e  (no c h i l d r e n ) . The w i f e  a s  cook & w a s h e r 
woman. C a p t .  J .  W. W h i t n e r ,  1 man & w i f e ,  no c h i l d r e n .  
T h i s  seems to  be  a l l  t h a t  a r e  n e e d e d  by  p a r t i e s  h e r e .
Mr. T u c k e r  say  [s i c ] you a r e  t o  s u p p l y  h i s  o r d e r  f rom  
y o u r  l o t  o f  25 men. He ( T u c k e r )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  you  s e n d

9
F r e d e r i c k  A. Sorge  i n  L a b o r  Movements i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  (London:  Greenwood P r e s s ^  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p . 195, s t a t e s  t h a t
" i n  1884 C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  a law p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  
o f  w o r k e r s  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t ,  ' t h a t  i s ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  t o  i n d u c e  
c i t i z e n s  ( w o r k e r s )  o f  a  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  t o  e m i g r a t e  to  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  work o r  paym ent  f o r  t h e i r  
p a s s a g e .  . . T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  S a n f o r d ' s
a r r a n g e m e n t  was n o t  i l l e g a l .  However,  i t  i s  p e c u l i a r  t h a t  
n o t  a  s i n g l e  c o n t r a c t  can  be  fo u n d  among t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s  
o r  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B e t t y e  D. 
S m i th ,  a u t h o r  o f  an  u n p u b l i s h e d  p a p e r ,  "New U p s a l a  and 
F l o r i d a  S w e d is h  S e t t l e r s , "  and  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  S a n f o r d ,  t h e  
C o n t r a c t  L a b o r  Law h a d  b e e n  r e p e a l e d  i n  F l o r i d a  b e f o r e  1871 .  
S w ed ish  n e w s p a p e r s  w a r n e d  t h e i r  r e a d e r s  a g a i n s t  m ak ing  
c o n t r a c t s  f o r  l a b o r  b u t ,  e v i d e n t l y ,  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e re  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s e e k  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
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t h r e e  women w i t h  t h e  25 men t o  wash  6c i r o n  6c c f o r  
t h e m . 10

The H enschen  b r o t h e r s  w ere  t o  a c t  a s  S a n f o r d ' s

a g e n t s  i n  p r o c u r i n g  e m i g r a n t s . They were  t o  make t h e

n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  A nchor  L i n e  a g e n t s

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e .  The f a r e  f ro m  G o th e n b u rg  t o  New

York f l u c t u a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  t i m e  o f  y e a r ,  and  w h e t h e r

t h a t  was t h e  co m p an y ' s  b u s i e s t  s e a s o n .  F o r  ex am p le ,  t h e

t i c k e t  p r i c e  i n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  1 871 ,  was $38 b u t  l a t e r  t h a t

same month i t  would  i n c r e a s e  to  $40 p e r  p e r s o n .  D r .  W i l l i a m

H enschen  a d v i s e d  S a n f o r d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  t i c k e t s

t h a t  w ould  b e  n e e d e d  w h i l e  t h e y  c o u l d  s t i l l  be  o b t a i n e d  a t

t h e  l o w e r  p r i c e .  He a l s o  r e m in d e d  h im  t h a t

. . . we a g r e e d  upon  a  payment  f o r  my t r o u b l e  o f  $300, 
t o  be d e l i v e r e d  when I  g e t  b a c k  to  New York w i t h  t h e  
l a b o r e r s .  I f  y o u  w i l l  a l l o w  me t o  buy  on my a c c o u n t  5 
t i c k e t s  f o r  m y s e l f ,  a s  I  w i l l  n e e d  some l a b o r e r s .  The 
amount,  $190,  w o u ld  be  d e d u c t e d  from my f u t u r e  s a l a r y ;  
and  as  y o u  w i l l  k e e p  t h e  t i c k e t s  u n t i l  we go on  b o a r d  i n  
G o th e n b u r g ,  you a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f r e e  f ro m  any r i s k . H

H enschen  c a l c u l a t e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  e a c h  l a b o r e r  a s

f o l l o w s :

R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson, "H en ry  S.  S a n f o r d  a n d  Labor  
P r o b lem s  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  Orange  I n d u s t r y , "  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r l y  42 ( 1 9 6 5 ) : 2 3 2 .  I n  r e a d i n g  t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s , t h e  
name B u s s a l l "  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  " B u r r a l l . "  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  
March 8,  1870 ,  Box 53 .

^ D r . W i l l i a m  A. H enschen  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  F e b r u a r y  
15,  1871, S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 53, f o l d e r  1 1 ,  S a n f o r d  
M em or ia l  L i b r a r y ,  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a .
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$ c t s .
F a r e  f rom  i n t e r i o r  p a r t s  o f  Sweden

t o  G o th e n b u r g  5 .
P a s s a g e  G othenburg-N ew  York 38.
Commission t o  a g e n t  8 .  58
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  b a g g a g e ,  b o a r d ,  

and  l o d g i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  w a i t i n g  
i n  New York  2.  42

Deck p a s s a g e  to  S a v a n n ah  10 .
Food and  t r a n s p o r t  o f  b ag g ag e  i n

Savannah  1.
F a r e  t o  S a v a n n ah  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  5.
C o s t s  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  s t e a m b o a t

t o u r  t o  M e l l o n v i l l e  w i t h  f o o d  5 .

He was a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  number  o f  Swedish

e m i g r a n t s  h e  was t o  s i g n  u p .  I n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  Henry

S a n f o r d ,  March 8,  1870,  h e  s a i d ,  "As I  w i l l  n o t  p r o m i s e  t h e

p a s s a g e  to  my c o u n t r y m e n ,  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  y o u r  word  to  r e l y

upon ,  I  m us t  a s k  yo u  t o  t e l l  me a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e
13number you  w i l l  now o b l i g e  y o u r s e l f  t o  t a k e . "

E v i d e n t l y ,  Henry  S a n f o r d  h a d  spoken  t o  Dr.  H enschen  

a b o u t  o f f e r i n g  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  S a n f o r d ' s  l a n d  to  

e s t a b l i s h  a  c o l o n y  o f  s e t t l e r s ,  b e c a u s e  H en sch en  p r o m i s e d  t o  

p u b l i c i z e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i l e  h e  was i n  Sweden and 

" p r e p a r e  f o r  a  c o l o n i z a t i o n  to  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f a l l . " " ' ' 4 

However,  n o t h i n g  seems t o  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .

H enschen  w r o t e  H en ry  S a n f o r d  from U p s a l a ,  March 18, 

1871,  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d s  t h e r e  had  a l r e a d y  c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d

13 Dr. W i l l i a m  A. H enschen  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  March 8,  
1870, S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 53 ,  f o l d e r  11.

14Ibid.
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tw e n t y  p e r s o n s  o f  good c h a r a c t e r  an d  s o o n  he  h o p e d  t o  add  

t e n  o r  t w e n ty  more who w e re  n e e d e d .  He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h i s  

g roup  s h o u l d  l e a v e  Sweden a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  many 

o f  them h a d  a l r e a d y  r e s i g n e d  t h e i r  l o d g i n g s  o r  s e r v i c e s  from 

t h e  f i r s t  o f  A p r i l ,  and  some h a d  s o l d  t h e i r  f u r n i t u r e  b u t ,  

m os t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  " t h e s e  f i r s t  r a t e  p e o p l e  may e l s e  be  

c o m p e l l e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  some o t h e r  engagem en t  t h a t  may be  

o f f e r e d . " 15

L a t e r  t h a t  same month ,  H e n sc h e n  r e s p o n d e d  to  

S a n f o r d ' s  r e q u e s t  and  i n f o r m e d  h im  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

U p s a l a :

E v e ry d a y  I  h a v e  b e e n  v i s i t e d  by  p e o p l e  who w i s h  t o  work  
a  y e a r  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e .  Thus I  ho p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  
s e c u r e  e x a c t l y  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  w ould  l i k e  b e s t  t o  
h a v e .  A few o f  them, th ough  i n  p o o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , have  
h a d  a som e-w hat  s u p e r i o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  b e i n g  a b l e -  
b o d i e d  and  o f  good h e a l t h ,  know ing  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  and  p a r t l y  h a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
g a r d e n i n g .  I  hope t h e s e  w i l l  p r o v e  u s e f u l  t o  yo u  n o t  
o n l y  a s  l a b o r e r s  b u t  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  
c o l o n i z i n g  y o u r  l a n d s .  These  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  (W ennstrom, 
L o f g r e n  an d  p o s s i b l y  Haglund)  o u g h t  to  be  d i s t r i c t e d  i n  
s u c h  a  way t h a t  y o u  h a v e  one o f  them  on e a c h  p l a c e .

I  h a v e  a l s o  h a d  a  l e t t e r  f rom  my f r i e n d  i n  Skane  ( t h e  
e x t r e m e  s o u t h  o f  Sweden) t e s t i f y i n g  to  t h e  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  i n  an  e m i g r a t i o n  to  F l o r i d a ,  b u t  
a l s o  s o l i c i t i n g  me t o  go t h e r e  m y s e l f  and  g i v e  them  f u l l  
p a r t i c u l a r s  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r .  . . .

Amongst  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  some s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s ,  a s  yo u  
w i l l  f i n d  by  t h e  e n c l o s e d  l i s t ,  w h ic h  I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o r  
t o  o f f e r  y o u .  As f o r  e x t r a  p a y  t o  them, I  h a v e  t o l d  
them  y o u r  i n t e n t i o n ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  t h i s  may now be  
s u f f i c i e n t ,  t h u s  r e s e r v i n g  t o  y o u r s e l f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
f i x i n g  t h e  amount ,  when you f i n d  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  do and

15Ibid.
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w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  be  b e t t e r  t o  g i v e  them  t h a t  e x t r a
p aym en t  i n  l a n d  o r  i n  c a s h .

The f a r e  f r o m  G o th e n b u rg  t o  New York  i s  now f i x e d  t o  Ror 
132 Sw edish  ( a b o u t  $ 3 9 ) .  By p a y i n g  Ror 20 o f  t h i s  money
i n  a d v a n c e  one  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  p r e v i o u s  t o
anybody  e l s e  who may w is h  t o  l e a v e  t h e  same day b u t  who 
h a s  n o t  g i v e n  " t h e  e a r n e s t . "  T h i s  m a t t e r ,  t h o u g h  
g e n e r a l l y  o f  l i t t l e  i m p o r t a n c e  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  d u r i n g  
t h e  month o f  A p r i l  when t h e  s h i p s  f o r  A m er ica  a r e  
c row ded  and  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  o f t e n  d e l a y e d  a  w ho le  week i n  
G o th e n b u r g .

Thus  i t  w i l l  be  w e l l ,  i f  y o u  w i l l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
Ror 17 S w e d is h ,  w h ic h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
l a b o r e r s  t o  G o th e n b u r g ,  s e n d  t o  me h e r e  i n  U p s a l a  a l s o  
Ror 20 to  s e c u r e  t h e  p a s s a g e  on t h e  day t h a t  w i l l  be  
f i x e d .  Thus  t h e  sum t o  be  p a i d  i n  G o th e n b u rg  Ror 112 
p e r  h e a d .  As soon  a s  you  a c c e p t  my p r o p o s a l s  I  w i l l  
make t h e  f i n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r e r s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  l e a v e  U p s a l a ,  when y o u r  a g e n t  ( t h e  c o n s u l  o r  anybody  
e l s e )  h a s  g o t  y o u r  money i n  G o th e n b u r g .  Some a l t e r a 
t i o n s  i n  t h a t  l i s t  may become n e c e s s a r y ;  b u t  i f  s o , I  
hope  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  t o  y o u r  l o s s . 16

I t  d i d  become n e c e s s a r y  f o r  H enschen  t o  make some 

c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i s t .  He ad d ed  " a  f i r s t  r a t e  h e a d  

g a r d n e r ,  Mr. Wennstrom, S e n r . , who w i l l  go t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  

s o n , "  who was a l r e a d y  on  t h e  l i s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  an  

u p h o l s t e r e r . ^  S a n f o r d  h a d  i n s t r u c t e d  H enschen  by  t e l e g r a m

1 f) Dr. W i l l i a m  A. H enschen  to  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  March 
24, 1871 ,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 53 ,  f o l d e r  11.

17 Dr. W i l l i a m  A. H enschen  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  A p r i l  8,  
1871, S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 53, f o l d e r  1 1 .  The Wenns trom 
m e n t i o n e d  by H enschen  came w i t h  h i s  so n  t o  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a .  
B o th  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  an d ,  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  to  
Sweden, w r o t e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r  t r a v e l s .  Dr.  K a r l  A n d e rs  
O t t e r l a n d  o f  Smyrna,  T e n n e s s e e ,  t r a n s l a t e d  one o f  t h e s e  f o r  
t h e  w r i t e r  w i t h  t h e  h o p e s  t h a t  J .  E.  Wennstrom h a d  r e v e a l e d  
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s '  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  
i n  F l o r i d a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  one  t r a n s l a t e d  was a  t y p i c a l  
Sw ed ish  t r a v e l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  a n d  d e a l t  p r i m a r i l y  
w i t h  t h e  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  o f  F l o r i d a .  P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  f o r  a  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e i r  w o r k s .
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t o  t r y  t o  en g ag e  a s  many a s  f i f t y  p e o p l e ,  i f  t h e y  w e re

c h o i c e  p e o p l e ,  b u t  Dr .  H e n sc h en  was s k e p t i c a l  o f  t r y i n g  to

s e l e c t  more p e o p l e  on s u c h  s h o r t  n o t i c e .  H i s  e x p e r i e n c e  had

t a u g h t  him t o  b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f

i n d i v i d u a l s .  He w r o t e  S a n f o r d :

I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  o b l i g e d  t o  ch an g e  some o f  t h e  
l a b o r e r s ,  a s  I  h a v e  h e a r d  s o m e t h in g  u n f a v o r a b l e  o f  them. 
Now I  h ope  t o  o f f e r  you  p e o p l e  o f  r e a l l y  good c h a r a c t e r  
and  i n  t h i s  way yo u  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be  b e t t e r  p l e a s e d  w i t h  
a  number o f  40 ,  r i g o r o u s l y  s e l e c t e d ,  t h a n  w i t h  50 ,  i f  
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  m us t  be  l e s s  c a r e f u l .  I f  you  a r e  
c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  Swedes you  w i l l  e a s i l y  g e t  more  i n  
t h e  f a l l ,  a s  I  p r o p o s e  g o i n g  b a c k  h e r e  i n  t h e  su m m er .18

H enschen  i n f o r m e d  S a n f o r d  t h a t  n i n e  o f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  

w e re  women, and  t h a t  m os t  o f  t h e s e  w e re  w iv e s  o f  t h e  

l a b o r e r s .  He a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  b a r r a c k s  be  b u i l t  t o  house  

t h e  l a b o r e r s  a t  f i r s t  b u t  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e y  s h o u l d  be 

a l l o w e d  t o  e r e c t  r e a l  homes.  A n o t h e r  c o n c e r n  was t h a t  many 

o f  t h e  Swedes d i d  n o t  own t o o l s ,  ev en  th o u g h  i n  A m er ica

l a b o r e r s  w e re  o b l i g e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  own t o o l s  and  i m p l e m e n t s ,

and  t h i s  m i g h t  be  a p r o b l e m  f o r  some o f  them.

On A p r i l  18,  H e n sc h en  s e n t  S a n f o r d  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  

l a b o r e r s  who h a d  b e e n  e m p lo y e d ,  and  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  he  h a d  

e n c o u n t e r e d  m ore  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .  The g r e a t e s t  

one  was d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  who w ere  t r y i n g  t o  keep  t h e  

e m i g r a n t s  f ro m  l e a v i n g  Sweden. They w o u ld  t e l l  t h e  l a b o r e r s  

t h a t  t h e y  w e re  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  i n t o  s l a v e r y  t o  work i n  t h e

18 Dr. W i l l i a m  A. H e n sc h en  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  A p r i l  8, 
1871,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 53 ,  f o l d e r  11.
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m i n e s . Some o f  t h o s e  who h a d  s i g n e d  up w e re  now p r e v e n t e d

f r o m  l e a v i n g  b e f o r e  n e x t  f a l l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y

s e l l i n g  t h e i r  f u r n i t u r e  and  o t h e r  b e l o n g i n g s . Then t h e r e

w e r e  o t h e r s  who w ou ld  n o t  l e a v e  b e c a u s e  o f  f r i e n d s  who had

d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a in  i n  Sweden. An u p h o l s t e r e r  would  n o t  come

b e c a u s e  t h e  young woman t o  whom he was e n g a g e d  was a f r a i d

o f  l e a v i n g  h e r  home, even  th o u g h  s h e  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  em ployed

by  H e n sc h en .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  p r o b l e m s ,  h e  p l a n n e d  to

l e a v e  U p s a l a  t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  w i t h  f o r t y  l a b o r e r s .  They

e x p e c t e d  t o  d e p a r t  f rom  G o th e n b u rg  on A p r i l  22,  and  hoped  t o
19b e  i n  Glasgow by t h e  t w e n t y - s i x t h  o f  t h a t  m onth .

The m a n i f e s t  o f  t h e  S/S  S c a n d a n a v i a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t

o n l y  t w e n t y - s i x  men and s i x  women l e f t  G o th e n b u rg ,  Sweden,

on  A p r i l  23,  1871,  f o r  t h e  t r i p  t o  G r a n to n  Docks i n  
20S c o t l a n d .  From t h e r e  t h e y  were  t a k e n  by  t r a i n  t o  Glasgow 

w h e re  t h e y  w ou ld  b o a r d  t h e  A n g l i a  f o r  t h e  A t l a n t i c  c r o s s i n g  

t o  New Y ork .  Most  o f  t h e s e  e m i g r a n t s  l i s t e d  U p s a l a  a s  t h e i r  

home b u t  gave  no r e a s o n  why t h e y  w e re  m ak in g  t h e  j o u r n e y .  

P r e s u m a b l y ,  i t  was b e c a u s e  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Sweden and t h e  hope f o r  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e  i n  

A m e r i c a .  They w ere  young,  m os t  o f  them  i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s  

a n d  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  and  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  S w ed ish  w o r k i n g

1 9I b i d .
20 B e t t y e  D. S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  Swedish  

S e t t l e r s , "  p a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  7 7 t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  
t h e  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  West  Pa lm  Beach ,
F l o r i d a ,  4 May 1979.
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c l a s s .  The m a j o r i t y  w e re  " s k i l l e d  t r a d e s m e n - - c a r p e n t e r s ,

masons ,  p r i n t e r s ,  and  c a b i n e t m a k e r s - - o r  h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s  who

lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  u s i n g  t h i s  kno w led g e  a n d  s k i l l s  i n  the  new 
,.21c o u n t r y .

By 1870, t h e  w e s tw a r d  p a s s a g e  was t a k i n g  l e s s  t h a n  

f o u r t e e n  days  b y  s t e a m s h i p ,  and was  much s a f e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  

days o f  s a i l i n g  s h i p s .  The " s h o r t e r  v o y a g e s ,  i n c r e a s e d  

s p a c e ,  im p ro v ed  acco m m o d a t io n s ,  m o re  l i g h t ,  b e t t e r  

v e n t i l a t i o n ,  more  a b u n d a n t  s u p p l i e s  o f  more  wholesome food
22and w a t e r "  made t h e  s t e e r a g e  s c a n d a l s  a t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t .

In  f a c t ,  Dr.  J o h n  M. Woodworth,  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  s u r g e o n  o f

th e  U .S .  M ar ine  H o s p i t a l  S e r v i c e ,  d o u b te d  w h e t h e r  o n e  p e r

c e n t  o f  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  " w e r e  e v e r  s o  w e l l  t r e a t e d - - f e d ,

lo d g e d  an d  c a r e d  f o r - - i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  as  d u r i n g  t h e i r
23s t e e r a g e - v o y a g e  on  any a v e r a g e  s t e a m s h i p . "

D ur in g  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  t h i s  l o n g  j o u r n e y  th e  

e m i g r a n t s  were  s t r u c k  by  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  

saw f ro m  what  t h e y  had  known b e f o r e .  The t r i p  " s e r v e d  the  

p u r p o s e  o f  u p r o o t i n g  them from t h e  f a m i l i a r  and t h e  

h a b i t u a l  to  p r e p a r e  them f o r  m e e t i n g  th e  a l i e n  and  t h e

2 1 I b i d .
22 Maldwyn A. J o n e s ,  D e s t i n a t i o n  A m e r ic a  (London: 

W e i d e n f e l d  and  N i c o l s o n ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  ^ T . —

23Ibid.
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ry  /

new ."  T h i s  w o u ld  come a b o u t  when t h e  f i r s t  g roup  o f  

Swedes,  u n d e r  Dr.  W i l l i a m  A. H e n s c h e n 1s l e a d e r s h i p ,  r e a c h e d  

F l o r i d a  on  May 30 , 1871.

2 4  oD o ro th y  B u r to n  S k a r d a l ,  The D iv id e d  H e a r t
( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b ra sk a  P r e s s ,  1974) , p . 77.



CHAPTER VI

THE EARLY YEARS OF THE SANFORD CONTRACT

New U p s a l a ,  t h e  f i r s t  an d  l a r g e s t  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  e a r l y  

Sw ed ish  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  h a d  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1870.  The f i r s t  

S w ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s ,  who s e t t l e d  h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  

Dr.  W i l l i a m  A. H enschen  and  h i s  b r o t h e r  E s a i a s ,  p l a n n e d  to  

e s t a b l i s h  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community  i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a .

They p u r c h a s e d  h o m e s t e a d s ,  c l e a r e d  t h e  l a n d ,  and  p l a n t e d  

o r a n g e  g r o v e s ,  b u t  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  H enschen  b r o t h e r s  and 

s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  moved t o  t h e  Lake J e s s u p  a r e a  w here  t h e y  

s t a r t e d  o v e r  a g a i n .

E v i d e n t l y ,  some o f  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  Sw ed ish  s e t t l e r s  

w ere  s t i l l  l i v i n g  a t  New U p s a l a  when G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d ' s  f i r s t  

c o n t i n g e n t  o f  Swedish  i m m ig r a n t  l a b o r e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  May, 

1871.  These  new a r r i v a l s  had  come to  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  

u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  C o n t r a c t  L a b o r  Law, w h ic h  l e g a l i z e d  

c o n t r a c t s  made a b r o a d  t o  b r i n g  w o r k e r s  t o  A m e r ic a .  The law 

p r o v i d e d

. . . t h a t  a l l  c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  made . . . 
w hereby  e m i g r a n t s  s h a l l  p l e d g e  t h e  wages  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r  
f o r  a t e r m  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  t w e l v e  m o n th s ,  t o  r e p a y  t h e  
e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e i r  e m i g r a t i o n ,  s h a l l  be  h e l d  v a l i d  i n  
law ,  and  may be e n f o r c e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
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S t a t e s  . . . and  s u ch  a d v a n c e s  s h a l l  o p e r a t e  a s  a  l i e n  
upon any  l a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  e m i g r a n t . ^

I n  r e t u r n  f o r  a  y e a r ' s  l a b o r  i n  t h e  c i t r u s  g r o v e s ,  t h e

i m m i g r a n t s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  t o  S a n f o r d ,  one y e a r ' s

m a i n t e n a n c e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  and  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  p l u s

s c h o o l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

Henry  L. De F o r e s t ,  t h e  young  m a n ag e r  o f  H enry

S a n f o r d ' s  m e r c a n t i l e  s t o r e ,  met t h e  s t e a m e r  a t  t h e  S a n f o r d

w h a r f  on May 30, 1871,  an d  a s s i s t e d  t h e  f o r e i g n  w o r k e r s  i n

m aking  t h e  t r i p  t o  B e l a i r ,  w h ich  was n e a r  t h e  Sw ed ish  c o l o n y

o f  New U p s a l a .  H ere  t h e y  w e re  h o u s e d  i n  one  s m a l l  f r am e

s t r u c t u r e ,  w h ic h  was n o t  d e s i g n e d  t o  accommodate  t w e n t y - s i x

p e r s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s ev e n  women. I t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  some

o f  them to  s l e e p  on t h e  f l o o r  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e re  n o t  enough

b e d s ,  and  t h e  m a t t r e s s e s ,  p u r c h a s e d  i n  S c o t l a n d  when t h e
2

A nchor  s h i p  d o ck ed  t h e r e ,  w e re  no l o n g e r  u s a b l e .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  newcomers  w e re  b a d l y  i n  n e e d  o f  

c l o t h e s  and  s h o e s .  They h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g ,  and  

w e re  s t i l l  w e a r i n g  t h e i r  w i n t e r  c l o t h e s  w h ic h  were  w o o len  

a n d ,  t h u s ,  t h e y  s u f f e r e d ,  e v e n  more t h a n  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d ,  

f r o m  t h e  h e a t .  Dr.  W i l l i a m  H enschen ,  t h e  l a b o r  a g e n t  who 

h a d  b r o u g h t  them t o  S a n f o r d ,  and  Howard T u c k e r ,  an o v e r s e e r

^"Ph i l ip  S. F o n e r ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L a b o r  Movement i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , v o l .  1 (New Y o r k : I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
P u b l i s h e r ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  327.

2
R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson, "H enry  S .  S a n f o r d  and  L a b o r  

P r o b le m s  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  O range  I n d u s t r y , "  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r l y  42 (1965)  : 233.
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a t  B e l a i r ,  m e t  w i t h  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  a n d  t o l d  them t h a t  Henry

S a n f o r d  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i t e m s .

E v i d e n t l y ,  t h e y  h a d  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make s u c h  a  s t a t e m e n t

a n d ,  l e g a l l y ,  S a n f o r d  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e en  h e l d  t o  t h i s

a r r a n g e m e n t .  However,  t h e  Swedes " d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e s e

p r o m i s e s  w ere  b i n d i n g  upon S a n f o r d ,  a n d  i f  b r e a c h e d ,  t h e

o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  was a l s o  b r e a c h e d ,  f r e e i n g  them f ro m  t h e i r  
3

o b l i g a t i o n s . "  The G e n e r a l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e re  

r e a s o n a b l e  and  a g r e e d  to  t h e  t e r m s . I n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  b e d  

c l o t h i n g ,  s h o e s ,  w o r k i n g  a p p a r e l ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  w e e k ly  c r e d i t  

a t  t h e  S a n f o r d  s t o r e  f o r  t o b a c c o  a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  t h e y  

a g r e e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  b ey o n d  t h e  

y e a r ' s  t e r m  u n t i l  t h e  f a i r  v a l u e  was r e p a i d . 4

Dr.  Thomas H a ig h  h a d  b e e n  c o m m is s io n e d  by Henry  

S a n f o r d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1871, t o  be  h i s  g e n e r a l  a g e n t  on  t h e  

S a n f o r d  G r a n t .  H i s  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was  t h e  B e l a i r  

a n d  S t .  G e r t r u d e  g r o v e s ,  b u t  he  was a l s o  i n  c h a r g e  o f  l a n d  

s a l e s  an d  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  s a w m i l l  a n d  w h a r f .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  he  h a d  to  k e e p  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  

an d  r e p o r t s .  Fo r  q u i t e  som et im e  he  was i l l ,  a n d ,  i n  J u n e ,  

1871 ,  H a igh  d i e d .  I t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  Henry  S a n f o r d ' s  

young  nephew,  Henry  L. De F o r e s t ,  t o o k  o v e r  h i s  u n c l e ' s

3
R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson, "The A m e r ic an  L i f e  o f  Henry  

S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  1 7 2 .

4Ibid., p. 173.
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d i s o r g a n i z e d  i n t e r e s t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson,

De F o r e s t  was  " f i l l e d  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  own a b i l i t i e s ,  

d i s l i k e d  c r i t i c i s m ,  and d i d  ' g e t  a l o n g 1 w e l l  w i t h  o t h e r s . ” ^ 

F o r  a young  man n o t  y e t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o l d ,  a s s u m in g  c o n t r o l  

o f  S a n f o r d ' s  v a r i e d  i n t e r e s t s  was a  f o r m i d a b l e  j o b .

A f t e r  two days  s p e n t  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  Swedes were  

p u t  t o  w o rk  i n  t h e  B e l a i r  g r o v e .  De F o r e s t  r e p o r t e d  t o  

S a n f o r d :  "The Swedes a r e  d o i n g  w e l l  and  a p p e a r  t o  be
£

s a t i s f i e d ,  and  a r e  d o in g  much b e t t e r  t h a n  we e x p e c t e d . "

They  w orked  t e n  h o u r s  e a c h  day  (Sunday  e x c e p t e d ) , and  had  

S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n s  t o  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e i r  day  b e g a n  a t  f i v e  

o ' c l o c k  a n d  th e y  q u i t  a t  d a r k  w i t h  an  h o u r  o f f  f o r  

b r e a k f a s t ,  and  two and a h a l f  h o u r s  o f f  f o r  l u n c h .  T h e i r  

d i e t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b e e f ,  b a c o n ,  d r i e d  a p p l e s ,  hom iny ,  b e a n s ,  

r i c e ,  and  p o t a t o e s ,  a t  a c o s t  o f  a b o u t  $ 5 .5 0  p e r  p e r s o n  a 

m on th .  De F o r e s t  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  be  " $ 3 .0 0  l e s s  t h a n  i s  

a l l o w e d  f o r  a  N e g ro e s  [s i c ] r a t i o n s  and  y e t  t h e  Swedes s a y  

t h a t  t h e i r  fo o d  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  e x p e c t e d . " 7

W i t h i n  a s h o r t  t i m e  t h e r e  was n o t  enough  work i n  t h e  

g r o v e s  t o  k e e p  a l l  t h e  Swedes  b u sy .  T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  

t r u e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  women who had  few d u t i e s  t o  p e r f o r m .

De F o r e s t  s u g g e s t e d  t o  S a n f o r d  t h a t  t h o s e  who w e r e  s k i l l e d

5 I b i d . , p .  169.

^H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  J u l y  9 ,  J u l y  16 ,  
1 8 71 ,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 4 7 ,  f o l d e r .

7I b i d .
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t r a d e s m e n  be p u t  t o  work u s i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s .  Those  w i t h  

c a r p e n t e r  s k i l l s  were  t o  work  on o n e  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s  

t h a t  was  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  town. T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  a 

new s t o r e ,  a h o t e l ,  a c h u r c h ,  and  s e v e r a l  f r am e  h o u s e s  t h a t  

t h e  G e n e r a l  h o p e d  t o  r e n t  t o  v a c a t i o n e r s .  S a n f o r d  a p p ro v e d  

De F o r e s t ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  a n d  t h r e e  Swedes w e r e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  

s a w m i l l ,  w h i l e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  w e re  h i r e d  o u t  t o  o r a n g e  

g ro w e rs  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Not  o n l y  d i d  S a n f o r d  s a v e  money on t h e  

b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  h e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  g r o v e  w o r k e r s .

By t h e  m i d d l e  o f  J u l y ,  De F o r e s t  h a d  t o  w r i t e  

S a n f o r d  t h a t  t h e r e  was t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  Swedes.  A l t h o u g h  he  

had b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  s a t i s f i e d  and 

p l e a s e d ,  t h r e e  o f  them h a d  t a k e n  t h e  s t e a m e r  f o r  

J a c k s o n v i l l e .  When he i n q u i r e d  a s  t o  a p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h e i r  r u n n i n g  aw ay ,  he was  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  someone h a d  t o l d  

them t h e y  c o u ld  do much b e t t e r  i n  t h e  c i t y  an d  t h a t  t h e  

c o n t r a c t  made i n  Glasgow was  n o t  g o o d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  were  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  l e a v e  a t  any t i m e .  He 

a l s o  l e a r n e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  h a d  made i n q u i r i e s  

i n  C h a r l e s t o n  a s  t o  pay  f o r  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  When 

th e y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  $30 a month  and  b o a r d ,  t h e y  

f e l t  t h a t  th e y  h a d  been  s w i n d l e d  by  Dr.  H en sch en ,  who had
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t o l d  th em  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  work  a t  t h e i r  t r a d e s  a n d  n o t  a t  

f a rm in g .®

A l t h o u g h  t h e  Swedes who r e m a i n e d  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e

i n d i g n a n t  w i t h  t h o s e  who h a d  f l e d ,  De F o r e s t  f e a r e d  t h a t

o t h e r s  m i g h t  a l s o  l e a v e .  A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  Mr. T u c k e r ,

h e  d e c i d e d  to  go t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  ru n aw ay s

t o  r e t u r n ,  o r ,  i f  t h a t  f a i l e d  t o  w ork ,  t o  b r i n g  them  b a c k

u n d e r  a r r e s t .  " F o r  i f  t h e s e  now h e r e  f i n d  t h a t  we p a y  no

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  t h e y  I  am f e a r f u l  w i l l  f o l l o w  i n  
9

t h e i r  t r a c k s . "

The  t h r e e  m i s s i n g  Swedes  w e re  L u n d b e rg  [L in d b u r g ? ]  

t h e  b a k e r ,  A n d e r s e n  [Anderson?]  t h e  s h o e m a k e r ,  a n d  C a r l s e n  

t h e  fa rm er . '* '9 A n d e r s o n  h a d  b e e n  i n  p o o r  h e a l t h  s i n c e  h i s  

a r r i v a l  i n  F l o r i d a ,  and  i t  was  t h o u g h t  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  was due

t o  the  c l i m a t e .  I n  f a c t ,  De F o r e s t  f e l t  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  be

b e t t e r  n o t  to  b r i n g  A nderson  b a c k  t o  S a n f o r d  a s  h e  m i g h t  do

a l l  i n  h i s  power t o  make t h e  o t h e r s  d i s s a t i s f i e d .

I f  i t  w e re  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  De F o r e s t  h o p e d  t o  a v o i d  

a n y  more t r o u b l e  w i t h  th e  Swedes .  One o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Swedes w e re  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w h a t  S a n f o r d

®H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  J u l y  19 ,  1871 ,  
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47, f o l d e r  6.

9 I b i d .

■'"^Amundson i n  "The A m e r ic an  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d , "  p .  177, r e c o r d s  t h e  names a s  L i n d b u r g  and  
A n d e r so n ,  b u t  t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s  show t h e  names a s  L u n d b e rg  
a n d  A n d e r s e n .  A l s o ,  Amundson d e s c r i b e s  C a r l s e n  a s  a  t a n n e r ,  
n o t  a f a r m e r .
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h a d  p r o m i s e d  them,  b u t  th e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  d e c e i v e d  

by  Dr.  H en sch en ,  who h a d  t o l d  them one  t h i n g  and  S a n f o r d  

a n o t h e r .  De F o r e s t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  m i g h t  be  

c l e a r e d  up i f  S a n f o r d  would  w r i t e  them a  l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  them 

w h a t  he  p r o m i s e d  and  w h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  e x p e c t .  He a l s o  

a s s u r e d  h i s  e m p lo y e r  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h i n  h i s  power  was 

b e i n g  done t o  make th e m  c o n t e n t e d ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  

g i v i n g  them E n g l i s h  l e s s o n s  e v e r y  n i g h t ,  w h ic h  t h e y  seemed 

t o  a p p r e c i a t e .

De F o r e s t  h a d  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  l o c a t i n g  t h e  runaw ays  

i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e  and b r i n g i n g  th em  b a c k  t o  S a n f o r d .  They 

a p p e a r e d  w i l l i n g  to  go back  t o  work ,  b u t  De F o r e s t  f e l t  t h a t  

t h i s  was o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  t o  do o t h e r w i s e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he  d i d  n o t  f o r e s e e  any more  t r o u b l e  f o r  them. 

I n  f a c t ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  s a i d  t h e y  w ould  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s s u a d e  

o t h e r s  who c o n t e m p l a t e d  d e s e r t i o n .  The o t h e r  Swedes 

p r e t e n d e d  t o  b e  i n d i g n a n t  w i t h  t h o s e  who h a d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

b r e a k  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s ,  b u t  De F o r e s t  was a f r a i d  t h a t  o t h e r s  

w o u ld  l e a v e  i f  t h e y  h a d  an o p p o r t u n i t y .  However,  " t h e  

r e t u r n e d  ru n aw ay s  w e r e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  S a n f o r d  w o u ld  n o t  

w i l l i n g l y  l e t  them e s c a p e ,  an d  f o r  a t i m e ,  t h e y  s e r v e d  a s  a 

d e t e r r e n t  t o  o t h e r s  so  inclined." '* ' '* '

■ ^ I b i d .  , p .  1 7 7 .  I n  A u g u s t ,  1871 ,  De F o r e s t  
r e p o r t e d  to  S a n f o r d  t h a t  a N orw eg ian  was t h e  p e r s o n  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t e l l i n g  th e  Swedes  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  was 
n o t  b i n d i n g .  I t  seems t h a t  he  was an enemy o f  S a n f o r d .
De F o r e s t  t o  S a n f o r d ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1871,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 
47 , f o l d e r  6 .



81

E v i d e n t l y ,  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  S a n f o r d  w e re  b e t t e r  t h a n

t h o s e  i n  Sweden, a t  l e a s t  f o r  some o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s ,

b e c a u s e  two o f  t h e  men r e q u e s t e d  money to  p a y  t h e i r  w i v e s '

p a s s a g e  t o  F l o r i d a .  I t  seems t h e y  w e re  i n  d e s t i t u t e

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  a s  soon  a s  t h e y  g o t  h e r e

t h e y  w o u ld  h i r e  o u t  t o  p a y  b a ck  t h e  l o a n  a s  q u i c k l y  a s

p o s s i b l e .  The men made i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  money was to

b e  a l o a n  and  t h a t  t h e i r  w iv e s  w e re  n o t  t o  come o v e r  u n d e r

t h e  same t e rm s  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  a g r e e d .  De F o r e s t  w r o t e

h i s  e m p lo y e r  o f  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  and  a d d e d  t h a t  " t h e  men a r e  as
12good w o r k e r s  as  we h ave  and  to  s a t i s f y  them I  w r o t e  y o u . "

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  De F o r e s t  w a s ,  i n d e e d ,  m aking  e v e r y

e f f o r t  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s .  On s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  he

m e n t i o n e d  to  S a n f o r d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g i v i n g  a  c e r t a i n

amount o f  l a n d  t o  t h e  Swedes f o r  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s .

F i n a l l y ,  S a n f o r d  gave  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  to  s u r v e y  a n d  show t h e

Swedes f i v e - a c r e  t r a c t s  o f  good o r a n g e - r a i s i n g  l a n d  w h ic h

w o u ld  be  g i v e n  t o  e a c h  f a i t h f u l  S c a n d i n a v i a n  who w o rk e d  t h e  
13e n t i r e  y e a r .  T h i s  i n c e n t i v e  c a u s e d  some o f  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  

t o  w r i t e  f r i e n d s  an d  r e l a t i v e s  i n  Sweden t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  

w o u ld  be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m ak ing  a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  S a n f o r d .  At 

t h e  same t i m e  i t  a l s o  became p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c r a f t s m e n  i n

12H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  J u l y  29,  1871 ,  
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47, f o l d e r  6.

13Amundson, "The American Life of Henry Shelton
Sanford," p. 178.
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t h e  g roup  t o  work  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t im e  a t  t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  c r a f t .  B ecau se  t h e r e  w e re  s e v e r a l  t a n n e r s  among 

t h e  Swedes,  De F o r e s t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a t a n n e r y  i n  S a n f o r d .  He h a d  a l r e a d y  a l l o w e d

o n e  o f  them t o  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  some h i d e s .

D u r in g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  A u g u s t ,  t h e  town and

g r o v e s  w e r e  s t r u c k  by a  t o r n a d o  t h a t  d i d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

amount  o f  damage. The Swedes,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  t h e  o u t s i d e  

l a b o r e r s ,  w ere  k e p t  b u s y  t r y i n g  t o  s a v e  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  On 

t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  s t o r m ,  t h e  Swedes w e re  a t  F e r g u s o n  H ouse ,  

w h e re  t h e y  "w ere  r o c k e d  l i k e  a  c r a d l e  and  e v e r y b o d y  was 

s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  i t  r e m a i n e d  s t a n d i n g .  The n i g h t  a l s o

p r o v e d  t o  be  n o t a b l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n .  One o f  t h e  S w ed ish  

women, whom S a n f o r d  i n t e n d e d  t o  do t h e  s e w i n g ,  gave  b i r t h  t o  

t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  b o r n  s i n c e  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

A n o t h e r  s t o r m  h i t  S a n f o r d  t h a t  same month ,  and  much

damage o c c u r r e d  f ro m  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  h i g h  w a t e r .  I t  seems

l i k e l y  t h a t  S a n f o r d ' s  w h a r f  was a l m o s t  d e s t r o y e d ,  b e c a u s e

De F o r e s t  w r o t e  h i s  e m p lo y e r  t h a t  t h e  s t o r m s  h a d  c a u s e d

a b o u t  $ 2 ,0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  damage to  S a n f o r d ' s  p r o p e r t y ,  and  t h a t

t h e  "Swedes  b e h a v e d  f i r s t  r a t e  and  i f  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  f o r
15th em  we c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s a v e d  i t . "

■^H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  A u g u s t  20 ,  1871 ,  
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47,  f o l d e r  6.

^H. L. De Forest to H. S. Sanford, August 28, 1871,
Sanford Papers, Box 47, folder 6.
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However,  S a n f o r d  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f rom  a n o t h e r  

s o u r c e  t h a t  c h a r g e d  h i s  a g e n t s ,  Howard T u c k e r ,  J r . ,  and  

Henry  L. De F o r e s t ,  w i t h  i n c o m p e t e n c e  and  t h e  Swedes w i t h  

l a z i n e s s .

A bou t  f o u r  weeks  a g o ,  when I  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p a s s  
t h r o u g h  G e r t r u d e  i n  r e s u r v e y i n g  an o l d  l i n e ,  I  l o o k e d  
a r o u n d  t h e  g r o v e  an d  c o u l d  s e e  n o t h i n g  d o n e .  I  made 
some i n q u i r i e s  and  f i n d  t h a t  y o u r  Swedes do n o t  e a r n  
t h e i r  g r u b ,  and  t h a t  young T u c k e r  sp en d s  h i s  t im e  i n  
g a s s i n g  an d  am us ing  them. They som et im es  a b s o l u t e l y  
r e f u s e  t o  do a n y t h i n g .  . . .  I  l a i d  o u t  some l o t s  a t  t h e  
l a n d i n g ,  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  b u i l d  t h e  new 
s t o r e ,  f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  weeks t h e r e  were  t h r e e  to  s i x  
men a t  work  c l e a r i n g  a b o u t  one  t e n t h  o f  an  a c r e . I  
w a t c h e d  t h e  w ho le  p e r f o r m a n c e  . . .  i t  t o o k  t h i r t y - s i x  
d ays  l a b o r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  i t ,  t h a t  i s  t o  do f i v e  d o l l a r s  
w o r t h  o f  w o r k . 16

As a  r e s u l t  o f  J .  A. M a c D o n a ld ' s  l e t t e r ,  T u c k e r  was 

d i s c h a r g e d  a s  o v e r s e e r  o f  t h e  g r o v e s  and  r e p l a c e d  by  A. W. 

L e o n a r d ,  b u t  E.  K. F o s t e r  came t o  De F o r e s t ' s  d e f e n s e .  T h i s  

new a r r a n g e m e n t  gave  De F o r e s t  more t im e  to  l o o k  a f t e r  a l l  

o f  S a n f o r d ' s  i n t e r e s t s .

De F o r e s t  r e c e i v e d  word  i n  O c t o b e r  t h a t  a n o t h e r  

group  o f  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  w ou ld  s o o n  be  a r r i v i n g  and  t h a t  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  m us t  be  made. However,  

a cco m m oda t ions  a t  B e l a i r  w ou ld  n o t  be  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  new 

a r r i v a l s  u n t i l  November 10 .  They n e e d e d  to  b u i l d  some 

c o t t a g e s  and  a  b a r r a c k s - t y p e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  men, and i f  

more t h a n  f i f t e e n  o r  t w e n t y  men came i t  would  b e  n e c e s s a r y  

to  add  more  s l e e p i n g  a c c o m m o d a t io n s .  M eanw hi le ,  t h e  new

■'"̂ Amundson, "The American Life of Henry Shelton
Sanford," pp. 185-186.
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im m i g r a n t s  w o u ld  have  t o  s l e e p  ab o v e  th e  s t o r e  u n t i l  t h e i r

q u a r t e r s  w ere  c o m p l e t e d .

The l a t e s t  g roup  o f  im m i g r a n t s  w e re  t o  be met  i n

New Y ork  C i t y  b y  C h a r l e s  M. Du Puy,  G e r t r u d e  S a n f o r d ' s

u n c l e ,  and he  w ou ld  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  s a f e l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to

t h e  c o a s t a l  s t e a m e r  t h a t  w o u ld  t a k e  them s o u t h .  They

e n c o u n t e r e d  no  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  New York, b u t  some d i d

d e v e l o p  on t h e  t r i p  to  F l o r i d a .  Du Puy w r o t e  S a n f o r d  t h a t :

T h e r e  i s  a  N.Y. Jew Sweed r u n n e r  [s i c ] on  b o a r d  who was 
a t t e m p t i n g  to  t a l k  t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n s  i n t o  l e a v i n g  t h e  
s h i p  a t  Savannah  a n d  work  f o r  h im .  The man i n  c h a r g e  
[Henschen]  does  n o t h i n g  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  i s  an 
o l d  J a c k  a s s  [ s i c ] and  does  n o t h i n g  b u t  r e a d  
n e w s p a p e r s .17

The t w e n t y  Swedes,  a cc o m p a n ie d  by Du Puy an d  Dr.  

H e n s c h e n 1s b r o t h e r  E s a i a s , a r r i v e d  i n  S a n f o r d  on November 7, 

1871. One w i t n e s s  t o  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  commented t h a t :  " I t  was

a  n o b l e  s i g h t  t o  s e e  t h e s e  s u n - b r o w n e d ,  w h i t e - h e a d e d ,  r e d 

c h e e k e d  S c a n d a n a v i a n s ,  t h e  f o r e - r u n n e r s  o f  t h a t  v a l u a b l e

i m m i g r a t i o n  w h ic h  p e o p l e d  t h e  S t a t e  w i t h  so many good 
18c i t i z e n s . "  De F o r e s t  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e y  seemed h a p p y  to  

have  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d ,  an d  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  h e a r t y  and h e a l t h y .  

They w e r e  g i v e n  t h r e e  d ay s  i n  w h ic h  t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e i r  

s u r r o u n d i n g s  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e n t  t o  work  i n  t h e  g r o v e s .  I t  h a d

■ ^ I b i d .  , p .  185 .  The b r a c k e t s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  
Amundson, n o t  t h i s  w r i t e r .

18 I v a r  F.  P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  Swedish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a , "  Sw ed ish  P i o n e e r  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  18 
( 1 9 6 7 ) :135 .



85

p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  d e c i d e d  to  u s e  t h e  f i r s t  g roup  o f  Swedes a t

j o b s  r e q u i r i n g  s k i l l e d  l a b o r  an d  t h e  new group o f  l a b o r e r s

i n  t h e  g r o v e s . F i v e  w o r k e r s  w e re  s e n t  t o  r e p l a c e  h i r e d

h a n d s  a t  t h e  s a w m i l l ,  o t h e r s  w e re  p u t  t o  work b u i l d i n g

c o t t a g e s  a n d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  S a n f o r d ,  and a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f

t h e  o l d e r  g r o u p ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  who w e re  t o  r e m a i n  a s

i n s t r u c t o r s ,  were  p u t  t o  work  on t h e  new r o a d - - n a m e d  S a n f o r d

A v e n u e - - w h i c h  c o n n e c t e d  t h e  S a n f o r d  w h a r f  w i t h  t h e  O r la n d o  
19r o a d .

T h i s  l a t e r  g r o u p ' s  c o n t r a c t ,  s i g n e d  i n  Sweden,

p r o v i d e d  them ,  a t  S a n f o r d ' s  e x p e n s e ,  w i t h  b e d d i n g  and  o t h e r

n e c e s s i t i e s . Two E n g l i s h m e n  h a d  come o v e r  u n d e r  t h e  same

a r r a n g e m e n t  a s  th e  Swedes.  One o f  them ,  John  U. E d g a r ,

" ' a  No, 1 c a r p e n t e r ,  b u t  . . . s l o w ' ,  r e g r e t t e d  h i s

d e c i s i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  and  a s k e d  f o r  a  r e l e a s e  f r o m  h i s
20c o n t r a c t  b e f o r e  t h e  month  was o u t . "  E d g a r ,  who c i t e d  no

r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  r e q u e s t ,  was r e l e a s e d  f ro m  h i s  c o n t r a c t  w i t h

t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  h e  r e i m b u r s e  S a n f o r d  t h e  p a s s a g e  money.

He r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g la n d  on J a n u a r y  1, 1872 .

De F o r e s t  r e p o r t e d  t o  S a n f o r d  i n  November t h a t  " t h e
21Swedes  a r e  a l l  g e t t i n g  a l o n g  n i c e l y . "  However,  th e

19Amundson, "The  A m er ican  L i f e  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d , "  p p .  1 8 5 -1 8 6 .

20I b i d . ,  p p .  1 8 6 -1 8 7 .

2^H. L. De Forest to H. S. Sanford, November 21,
1871, Sanford Papers, Box 47, folder 6.
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C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  b r o u g h t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The Swedes r e f u s e d  

t o  go to  w o r k ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  i n  Sweden t h e y  h a d  t h r e e  d a y s  

f o r  C h r i s t m a s ,  and  t h a t  Dr.  Henschen  h a d  t o l d  them th e y  

c o u l d  e x p e c t  t h e  same t h i n g  i n  F l o r i d a .  De F o r e s t  r e a s o n e d  

w i t h  them w i t h  m o d e r a t e  s u c c e s s .  S i x  o f  t h e  Swedes were  

w i l l i n g  t o  work  b u t  t h i s  made th e  o t h e r s  a n g r y  a t  them.

They were  a c c u s e d  o f  g o in g  t o  work to  g a i n  good w i l l  and 

r e c e i v e  p r e s e n t s .  De F o r e s t  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  m i s u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  a n d  a l l  o t h e r s  to  D r .  H enschen ,  whom he  b e l i e v e d  t o  

be  a  t r a i t o r .  He a d v i s e d  S a n f o r d  t h a t  " t h e  o n l y  way you c a n  

g e t  t h e  u p p e r  hand  o f  them i s  to  t e l l  them  t h a t  t h e i r  l a n d s  

& c [s i c ] a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  y e a r  dep en d s  upon t h e i r  p r e s e n t  

c o n d u c t . " 22

I t  t o o k  some p e r s u a s i o n  on De F o r e s t ' s  p a r t ,  b u t  t h e

Swedes a g r e e d  t o  go b a c k  t o  work  t h e  n e x t  day ,  and  p r o m i s e d

t o  work  h a r d  enough i n  t h e  f u t u r e  to  make up f o r  t h e  t ime

t h e y  had  m i s s e d .  However,  De F o r e s t  r e m a i n e d  c o n c e r n e d

b e c a u s e  " y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d  m ak ing  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s

a n d  i f  we a g r e e  t o  them a l l  w e l l  and  good  b u t  i f  n o t  we
23s u f f e r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s . "  A l th o u g h  e v e r y t h i n g  was g o in g  

s m o o t h l y ,  h e  was a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  w h a t  m i g h t  o c c u r  when

22 H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  December 26,  
1 871 ,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47 ,  f o l d e r  7.  I t  seems l i k e l y  
t h a t  H en sc h en  had  p r o m i s e d  t h e  Swedes a  l o n g e r  C h r i s t m a s  
h o l i d a y  a s  an  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  coming to  S a n f o r d ,  an d  h a d  
f a i l e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  De F o r e s t .

23Ibid.
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t h e  New Y e a r ' s  h o l i d a y  a r r i v e d .  As t h r e a t e n e d ,  w i t h  t h e  

a r r i v a l  o f  New Y e a r ' s ,  t h e  Swedes a g a i n  r e f u s e d  to  w ork .

On J a n u a r y  11, 1 8 72 ,  De F o r e s t  w r o t e  S a n f o r d  o f  t h e  

rumor t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  im m i g r a n t s  i n t e n d e d  t o  work 

o n ly  e i g h t  m o n th s ,  which  m ean t  t h e y  w ou ld  q u i t  on t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  o f  t h a t  month .  He n e e d e d  a d v i c e  on how t o  h a n d l e  

th e  s i t u a t i o n  i f  i t  s h o u l d  o c c u r .  E v i d e n t l y ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  

to  d i v i d e  th e  g r o u p  up a n d  h i r e  them  o u t  t o  o t h e r  e m p l o y e r s . 

F r e d e r i c k  De B a r y ,  an o r a n g e  g ro w e r  a c r o s s  Lake Monroe a t  

E n t e r p r i s e ,  t o o k  f i v e  o f  t h e  " o l d  Swedes" and  p a i d  S a n f o r d  

$18 p e r  month f o r  e ach  o f  them. The Swedes eac h  r e c e i v e d  $7 

o f  t h i s  amount,  w i t h  p a r t  o f  i t  g o i n g  to  p a y  o f f  t h e i r  

a c c o u n t  a t  t h e  S a n f o r d  s t o r e .

L a t e r  t h a t  same m onth  f o u r  o f  t h e  Swedes r e t u r n e d  t o  

S a n f o r d ,  where  t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o o d  and h a d  b e e n  t r e a t e d  b a d l y  a t  De B a r y ' s .  

The Swedes now c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  a t  l i b e r t y  to  

h i r e  o u t  t o  whomever  t h e y  c h o s e ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e i r  

o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  c a n c e l l e d .  De F o r e s t  n o t i f i e d  S a n f o r d  

t h a t  " t h e y  showed a  d e c i d e l y  m u t in o u s  s p i r i t  b u t  a f t e r  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  t a l k ,  no c o a x i n g ,  I  f r i g h t e n e d  them so  t h a t  

t h e y  w a n t e d  to  w i t h d r a w  t h e i r  names f rom  t h e  p a p e r  [one 

s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  v o i d ]  an d  p r o m i s e  

t o  do w e l l . " ^

24H. L. De Forest to H. S. Sanford, January 21,
1872, Sanford Papers, Box 47, folder 8.
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De F o r e s t  was a f r a i d  t h a t  t h i s  r e b e l l i o n  on t h e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  Swedes w o u ld  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  h im  t o  h i r e  any  o f  

them o u t .  But  h i s  f e a r  p r o v e d  u n f o u n d e d ,  when l a t e r  t h a t  

same month De B a ry  w r o t e  him a  l e t t e r  s a y i n g  t h a t  he  was 

a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  t h e  Swedes r e t u r n .  The Swedes a g r e e d  t o  

r e t u r n ,  and ,  a s  De F o r e s t  n e e d e d  t o  c u t  down on e x p e n s e s ,  he  

d e c i d e d  to  l e t  them t r y  a g a i n .  De B ary  r e c e i v e d  f i v e  men, 

one woman, and  a  s m a l l  boy to  w ork  i n  h i s  g r o v e s .

T hree  i n c i d e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  March t o  s h a t t e r  t h e

p e a c e  t h a t  h a d  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  J a n u a r y  t r o u b l e .  The f i r s t

c o n c e r n e d  t h e  Negro  fo rem a n  a t  t h e  m i l l ,  who was d i s c h a r g e d
25a nd  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a Swede. The Negro  fo rem a n  h a d  b e e n  

c o h a b i t i n g  w i t h  one o f  t h e  S w ed ish  women and h a d  b e e n  w a rn e d  

t h a t ,  i f  he  w e r e  c a u g h t  w i t h  h e r  a g a i n ,  he w o u ld  be 

d i s m i s s e d .  Once a g a i n ,  t h e r e  w e re  p r o b le m s  w i t h  t h e  Swedes 

a t  De B a r y ' s  who c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  n o t  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  

p r o p e r l y  and w e r e  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  k i n d  o f  f o o d .

They demanded t o  s e e  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  t o  s e e  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  

v i o l a t e d  by  S a n f o r d ' s  a g e n t s .  A c t i n g  upon De F o r e s t ' s  

s u g g e s t i o n ,  t h e  Swedes l a t e r  w r o t e  a s t a t e m e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t  

t h e y  h a d  a lw a y s  b e en  w e l l  t r e a t e d ,  h a d  p l e n t y  t o  e a t ,  an d  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  S a n f o r d  h a d  b e e n  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  

c a r r i e d  o u t  t o w a r d s  them .  E v i d e n t l y ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  ca lm ed  

b e c a u s e ,  by t h e  m id d le  o f  March ,  De F o r e s t  was a b l e  t o

25Amundson s a i d  t h a t  t h e  man was a f i r e m a n  a t  t h e
m i l l .
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r e p o r t  t o  h i s  e m p lo y e r  t h a t  " a l l  m a t t e r s  a p p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e
26Swedes a r e  moving q u i e t l y  now ."

P e r h a p s  t h i s  was o n l y  t h e  ca lm  b e f o r e  t h e  s t o r m  

b e c a u s e  on March 22, 1872,  he  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h r e e  f ro m  t h e  

l a t e s t  g ro u p  o f  Swedes w e re  p l a n n i n g  t o  r u n  away. The man 

who seemed t o  be  t h e  l e a d e r  s p o k e  E n g l i s h ,  and  De F o r e s t  had  

h im  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  B e l a i r  g ro v e  w here  h e  c o u l d  b e  w a t c h e d .  

However,  he  c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  way t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  

e s c a p e  e x c e p t  by  a  c o n s t a n t  w a t c h .  I t  w o u ld  be  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  b a d  t im e  t o  l o s e  an y  w o r k e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w ere  

o n l y  f o u r  Swedes a t  B e l a i r ,  s i x  a t  S t .  G e r t r u d e ,  t e n  a t  t h e  

m i l l ,  and  s i x  w o r k i n g  w i t h  Mr. Brown on c o n s t r u c t i o n .

On March 29 ,  t h e  Good F r i d a y  h o l i d a y ,  two Swedes 

w e re  d i s c o v e r e d  m i s s i n g .  They w ere  a  Mr. M o l l i n ,  who spoke  

E n g l i s h ,  a n d  a  Mr. O l s o n .  They w ere  d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  

s h o r t  and  h e a v y  s e t ,  and  De F o r e s t  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  

p r o b a b l y  h e a d e d  t o w a r d  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  e i t h e r  a b o a r d  t h e  

H a t t i e  o r  by  l a n d .  Once t h e  runaw ays  r e a c h e d  J a c k s o n v i l l e  

t h e y  m i g h t  be  a b l e  t o  g e t  h e l p  f rom  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  one  o f  S a n f o r d ' s  Swedes,  P e t e r  A n d e r s o n ,  who had  

b e e n  r e l e a s e d  f rom  h i s  c o n t r a c t  b e c a u s e  o f  p o o r  h e a l t h  and  

was w o r k i n g  i n  a  s h o e  shop t h e r e .  De F o r e s t  t o o k  o u t  a 

w a r r a n t  f o r  t h e i r  a r r e s t  b u t  d i d  n o t  p u t  much f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  

r e  t u r n .

^H. L. De Forest to H. S. Sanford, March 19, 1972,Sanford Papers, Box 47, folder 8.
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I n  e a r l y  A p r i l  t h r e e  o t h e r s - - S t o c k l i n ,  B u a r d o ,  and

J o n s s o n - - f l e d .  The men who had  e s c a p e d  e a r l i e r  w e r e  s e e n  a t

F t .  Mason, F l o r i d a ,  a b o u t  f i f t y  m i l e s  f rom  S a n f o r d ,  and

De F o r e s t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  e s c a p e e s  w e re  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  
27S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  About  t h i s  same t im e ,  De Bary r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  f i v e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  Swedes h e  h a d  h i r e d  had  l e f t .  One 

h a d  s h i p p e d  o u t  a s  a  d e ck  hand  on  a  f r e i g h t e r ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  

f o u r  were  a t  l a r g e .  Once a g a i n ,  De F o r e s t  o b t a i n e d  w a r r a n t s  

f o r  t h e i r  a r r e s t  and  s e n t  A. W. L e o n a r d ,  t h e  g ro v e  m a n ag e r ,  

i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  ru n a w a y s .  Even th o u g h  some o f  t h e  Swedes 

w e re  o b v i o u s l y  d i s s a t i s f i e d  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  t h e r e  w e re  a 

number  who p l a n n e d  t o  make t h e i r  homes i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a ,  

and  h a d  r e l a t i v e s  who w e re  a n x i o u s  t o  come t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  and  c o n d i t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  by H enry  

S a n f o r d .  T h e se  i m m i g r a n t s  w ould  e v e n  go so  f a r  a s  t o  vouch  

f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and  r e l a t i v e s  an d  be  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s .

The c o n t r a c t s  o f  t h o s e  S w ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  who had  

a r r i v e d  i n  May, 1871, w e re  soon due  t o  e x p i r e ,  and  t h e s e  

Swedes were  a n x i o u s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  p r o m i s e d  l a n d .  F i f t e e n  

o f  t h e  Swedes w a n te d  l a n d  a t  B e l a i r ,  and De F o r e s t  h a d  e i g h t  

f i v e - a c r e  l o t s  l a i d  o u t  a t  t h a t  s i t e .  I f  S a n f o r d  d i d  n o t  

c a r e  t o  g i v e  o u t  any more  l a n d  t h e r e ,  De F o r e s t  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  w ou ld  be  s a t i s f i e d  t o  g e t  l a n d  e l s e w h e r e .

27Amundson, "The American Life of Henry Shelton
Sanford," pp. 191-192.
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O t h e r s  h a d  r e q u e s t e d  l a n d ,  b u t  De F o r e s t  s a i d  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t
28r e c e i v e  a n y  b e c a u s e  " t h e y  a r e  l a z y  a n d  good f o r  n o t h i n g . "

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Amundson, t h e r e  w e re  o n l y  e i g h t  names on  d e e d s
29s e n t  t o  S a n f o r d  f o r  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .

T h o se  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  work  f o r  S a n f o r d  w ou ld  

r e c e i v e  v a r y i n g  w a g e s . The o n e s  who worked  i n  t h e  g r o v e s  

w ou ld  g e t  f rom  $12 t o  $17 m o n t h l y ,  d e p e n d in g  upon t h e  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  men, an d  t h o s e  a t  t h e  m i l l  f rom  $15 t o  

$20 .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e d  b o a r d .  I f  t h e y  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  

own b o a r d ,  t h e y  w o u ld  r e c e i v e  an a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 0 .  However,

De F o r e s t  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  many t o  b o a r d  t h e m s e l v e s .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e  Swedes c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  t h e  w a g e s ,  he  e x p e c t e d  m o s t  o f  

them to  r e m a i n  i n  S a n f o r d ' s  em p loym en t .

I n  May, 1 872 ,  De F o r e s t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  Swede 

h a d  ru n  away. E a r l y  i n  J u n e ,  one o f  t h e  e s c a p e e s ,  Swede 

A n d e r so n ,  was a r r e s t e d  and p l a c e d  on t h e  H a t t i e  t o  be 

r e t u r n e d  t o  S a n f o r d .  However,  he  managed to  g e t  away f ro m  

t h e  watchman who was  s u p p o s e d  to  be g u a r d i n g  h im .  T h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  man c l a i m e d  t h a t  h e  l e f t  b e c a u s e  h i s  w i f e  was 

u n f a i t h f u l  t o  h im, b u t  Amundson c o n j e c t u r e s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  

t h e  ru n aw ay s  may h a v e  been  p r o m p t e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f

9 R
H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  A p r i l  25,  1872 ,  

S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47 ,  f o l d e r  8.
29Amundson, "The American Life of Henry Shelton

Sanford," pp. 192-193.
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g e n e r o s i t y  w h ic h  had  b e e n  shown i n  r e w a r d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  

o f  S w ed es . 3 *̂

P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  d i s g u s t  w i t h  th e  S w ed ish

w o r k e r s ,  De F o r e s t  a n d  E. K. F o s t e r  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  i n

N e g r o e s  f r o m  n o r t h  F l o r i d a  and  G e o r g i a  t o  work  on  the  G r a n t .

On J u n e  9,  1872,  s e v e n  a r r i v e d  w i t h  f o u r  more d u e  on J u n e

1 6 .  More w e r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a r r i v e  l a t e r .  The N e g ro es  w e re

t o  b e  p a i d  f ro m  $12 t o  $15 p e r  month  p l u s  r a t i o n s ,  which

De F o r e s t  r e p o r t e d  he  h a d  b e en  a b l e  t o  r e d u c e  t o  $ 4 .80  p e r  
31p e r s o n .  T h e i r  t a s k  p e r  week was o n e - f o u r t h  m ore  work t h a n  

t h a t  a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  Swedes.  A l s o ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  p l a c a t e  

t h e  Swedes,  t h o s e  s t i l l  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  w ere  p a i d  e x t r a  c a s h  

f o r  e x t r a  l a b o r .

I n s t e a d  o f  s o l v i n g  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  N egroes  

t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  a new s o u r c e  o f  t r o u b l e  f o r  S a n f o r d ' s  

a g e n t s .  A p a r t y  o f  w h i t e  men h a d  v i s i t e d  t h e  N e g r o e s '  camp 

an d  w a rn ed  them  t o  l e a v e .  De F o r e s t  h a d  t h e i r  camp moved 

c l o s e r  to  t h e  m i l l  an d  a s s u r e d  them t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  

p r o t e c t i o n  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  i n  h i s  em ploym ent .  To 

i n s u r e  t h i s ,  h e  w r o t e  E. K. F o s t e r ,  who was i n  S t .

A u g u s t i n e ,  t o  h a v e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t r o o p s  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n t  t o  S a n f o r d .

30Ibid., p. 193.
31Ibid., p. 194.
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M eanw hi le ,  on J u l y  4,  N e g ro es  a t  a n o t h e r  f a r m  were  

v i s i t e d  by  men who t o l d  them  to  l e a v e  o r  t h e y  w ou ld  b e  s h o t .  

As a r e s u l t ,  two o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  B e l a i r  w e r e  f r i g h t e n e d  

i n t o  l e a v i n g .  E .  K. F o s t e r  recommended t h a t  t h e  s h e r i f f  be  

c a l l e d  i n  to  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  and  t h e n ,  i f  he  w ere  

n o t  a b l e  to  c l e a r  t h e  m a t t e r  up s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Army c o u l d  be n o t i f i e d .  L a t e r ,  F o s t e r  l e a r n e d  t h a t  

t h e  s h e r i f f  had  b e e n  a p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  h a r a s s i n g  t h e  

N e g r o e s .  With t h i s  i n  m in d ,  he  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  M a r s h a l l s  were  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  t h a t  he  w ould  t u r n  a  

l i s t  o f  names,  g i v e n  to  h im  by M ajo r  W h i t n e r  who w i t n e s s e d  

t h e  p r o v o c a t i o n ,  o v e r  t o  them and a r r e s t s  w o u ld  b e  made i f  

t h e  v i o l e n c e  r e o c c u r r e d .

Fo r  a w h i l e  t h e r e  was no t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  N e g r o e s .

I n  f a c t ,  De F o r e s t  commented to  S a n f o r d  t h a t  " t h e  N egroes  

a r e  d o i n g  w e l l  a n d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  i t  w o n ' t  be  lo n g  

b e f o r e  y o u  can l e t  th e  N e g r o e s  go a n d  w i t h  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n

o f  n e v e r  h a v in g  t o  p u t  a n o t h e r  g r u b b i n g  hoe i n  t h e
32G r o v e s . "  I t  was  on J u l y  15 t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  

o c c u r r e d .  A N egro  w o r k e r  was r e t u r n i n g  to  t h e  g ro v e  from 

t h e  S a n f o r d  s t o r e  when h e  was a t t a c k e d  and  b a d l y  b e a t e n  by 

some l o c a l  w h i t e s  known a s  " c r a c k e r s . "  W a r r a n t s  w e re  t a k e n  

o u t  f o r  t h e i r  a r r e s t  by De F o r e s t  who e x p r e s s e d  f e a r  t h a t  

t h e  a t t a c k  s i g n a l e d  th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t r o u b l e .

^H. L. De Forest to H. S. Sanford, July 7, 1872,
Sanford Papers, Box 47, folder 8.
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Two days l a t e r  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o

i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  N egroes  b u t  t h i s  a t t e m p t  was s u p p r e s s e d .

Once a g a i n ,  the  g a n g  i n c l u d e d  " c r a c k e r s , "  a s  w e l l  a s  some o f

t h e  more p r o m i n e n t  t o w n s p e o p l e .  De F o r e s t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e

h a d  b e en  w arned  by  r e p u t a b l e  p e o p l e  t h a t  he  w ou ld  h a v e  t o

l e a v e  town i f  he  b r o u g h t  a n y  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  to  j u s t i c e .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  De F o r e s t  d i d  n o t  f e a r  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y

o r  f o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  N eg ro es  b e c a u s e  he  b e l i e v e d  t h e  " c r a c k e r s "

w e re  a f r a i d  to  t r u s t  e ac h  o t h e r .  The t r o u b l e  seemed to  be

o v e r  a s  S a n f o r d  r e c e i v e d  no  more r e p o r t s  o f  p r o b le m s  w i t h

l o c a l  r u f f i a n s .

D u r in g  t h i s  t im e  t h e r e  w ere  t h r e e  Swedes w o r k in g  a t

S t .  G e r t r u d e ,  f i v e  a t  B e l a i r ,  f o u r  w i t h  Mr. Brown on

c o n s t r u c t i o n  work , f i v e  a t  t h e  m i l l ,  an d  one  d o i n g  g e n e r a l

w o rk .  The wages o f  a l l  t h e  Swedes em p lo y ed  i n  b o t h  g r o v e s

was $110 p e r  m onth .  R a t i o n s  f o r  t w e n t y - t h r e e  Swedes

am ounted  t o  a b o u t  $30 p e r  w eek ,  w h i l e  t h e  c o s t  o f  r a t i o n s
33f o r  f i f t e e n  N egroes  was $18 p e r  week .

I n  O c t o b e r ,  i t  became n e c e s s a r y  t o  ch an g e  t h e  work

s y s t e m  u s e d  i n  t h e  S t .  G e r t r u d e  g r o v e .  B ec a u se  t h e  N e g r o e s '

w ork  was u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h e y  w ere  now r e q u i r e d  t o  work  t e n

h o u r s  a d a y  t inder t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  " o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  
3 A-S w e d e s . "  I f  any  d i d  n o t  c o m p l e t e  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  work

"^H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  J u l y  4 ,  J u l y  18 ,
1872,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 4 7 ,  f o l d e r  8 .

■^H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S. S a n f o r d ,  O c t o b e r  7, 1872,
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47 , f o l d e r  8.
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t h e n  he  r e c e i v e d  no  p a y  f o r  t h i s  l a b o r . A f t e r  o n l y  a  s h o r t  

t r i a l ,  De F o r e s t  commented t h a t  t h e  amount  o f  work  done was 

now d o u b le  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  p r e v i o u s l y .

Once a g a i n ,  t h e r e  w e re  a  number o f  Swedes who w ere

a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  "come o v e r  and  s e t t l e  o u t  a t
35B e l a i r  a t  t h e i r  c o l o n y . "  The men h a d  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w o u ld  n o t  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  Sw ed ish  w i n t e r  

w i t h o u t  a s s i s t a n c e  f ro m  G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d .  De F o r e s t  o f f e r e d  

t o  s e n d  t h e i r  names i n  t h e  n e x t  m a i l  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw 

no o t h e r  way o u t  b u t  f o r  S a n f o r d  t o  b r i n g  them o v e r ,  and  he 

i n f o r m e d  S a n f o r d  n o t  t o  e x p e c t  much f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f ro m  t h e  

h u s b a n d s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  any  money. A l s o  e x p e c t e d  

som et im e  t h a t  f a l l  o r  w i n t e r  w e re  t e n  men r e l a t i v e s  o f  

Swedes who w e re  a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  f o r  S a n f o r d .  De F o r e s t  a l s o  

r e p o r t e d  t o  S a n f o r d  t h a t  he  was "much g r a t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  way 

t h e  Swedes a r e  w o r k in g  on t h e i r  p l a c e s  and  . . .  we a r e
O £

g o i n g  to  h a v e  q u i t e  a  l a r g e  c o l o n y  o f  th e m ."

H enry  S a n f o r d  was t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  l a n d  a c t h i s  t i m e ,  

and  De F o r e s t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he  h ave  c i r c u l a r s  p r i n t e d  t o  

h a n d  o u t  t o  t r a v e l e r s .  However,  he  w a r n e d  h i s  e m p lo y e r  n o t  

t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  w ou ld  b e  c l e a r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  Swedes 

h a d  a l l  t h e  w i n t e r  work  t h e y  c o u l d  h a n d l e .  A l a r g e  

c o n t i n g e n t  o f  Swedes was w o r k i n g  on t h e  E p i s c o p a l  Church  o f

35I b i d .
36 Ibid. Sanford had provided them with lumber tobuild homes.
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t h e  Ho ly  C r o s s ,  e v e n  th o u g h  Mr. Brown was i l l  and  n o t  t h e r e  
37t o  d i r e c t  them. A n o t h e r  Swede, F. A. L i n d b u r g ,  had  

t e m p o r a r i l y  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  B e l a i r  g r o v e ,  b u t  

soon  h e  w ould  b e  s e n t  t o  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e
O O

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l o c a t e d  t h e r e .  I t  p r o v e d  t o  be

i n  su c h  b a d  s h a p e  t h a t  he  a g r e e d  t o  go t h e r e  and  work ,

t a k i n g  t h e  c a r p e n t e r ' s  so n  w i t h  h im.

The new y e a r  b r o u g h t  w i t h  i t  a n o t h e r  g ro u p  o f

f o r e i g n  i m m i g r a n t s .  These  w e re  I t a l i a n s  who, l i k e  t h e

Swedes,  h a d  come to  F l o r i d a  a s  l a b o r e r s  f o r  H enry  S a n f o r d .

H is  t h o u g h t  was t h a t ,  i f  he  b r o u g h t  o v e r  I t a l i a n s  who had

w o rk e d  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  o r a n g e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e y  w o u ld  be  more
39v a l u a b l e  t o  h im  t h a n  t h e  S w e d ish  n o v i c e s . A l l  b u t  one o f  

t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a r r i v e  i n  S a n f o r d  on J a n u a r y  5 ,  

1873, r a n  away. Even th o u g h  t h e i r  b ag g ag e  was i n  S a n f o r d ,  

t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  come t o  t h e  town.  The lo n e  I t a l i a n ,  a f t e r  he  

r e c o v e r e d  f rom  h i s  i l l n e s s ,  was p u t  t o  work  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  a t  

S t .  G e r t r u d e .

37 The amount  o f  money p a i d  t h e  Swedes,  whose  
c o n t r a c t s  h a d  n o t  e x p i r e d ,  f o r  work  on t h e  c h u r c h  was $364 .  
The o t h e r s  r e c e i v e d  $ 1 .5 0  t o  $ 2 .0 0  p e r  day d e p e n d i n g  upon 
t h e i r  s k i l l s .  H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  December 
12 ,  1872, S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 4 7 ,  f o l d e r  8.

38L i n d b u r g  was one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Swedes t o  r u n  away. 
A f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n ,  he  was a  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  w o r k e r .  Many 
c o n s i d e r e d  him t h e  b e s t  man i n  t h e  c o u n t y  when i t  came t o  
c i t r u s  c u l t u r e .  He w a n t e d  t o  b u i l d  and  s e t t l e  on h i s  f i v e  
a c r e s .

39Amundson, "The American Life of Henry SheltonSanford," p. 204.
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De F o r e s t  w r o t e  S a n f o r d  t h a t  i f  t h e  o t h e r s  showed up 

t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  more w o r k e r s  t h a n  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  n e e d e d .  " I  

d i s l i k e  j u s t  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  any  o f  t h e  Swedes a s  

t h e y  a r e  a l l  m ak ing  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  b u i l d  on  t h e i r  l o t s  and  

I  f e a r  t o  d i s c h a r g e  them b e f o r e  t h e y  become p e r m a n e n t l y  

s e t t l e d . A l l  b u t  two o f  t h e  N egroes  h a d  b e e n  d i s c h a r g e d  

some t im e  a g o .  These  two w e re  w o r k in g  on  t h e  r o a d ,  w h ic h  

w ould  soon  be  c o m p l e t e d  f r o m  t h e  S a n f o r d  s t o r e  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  

Lake Monroe t o  S t .  G e r t r u d e  and  f rom  t h e r e  d i a g o n a l l y  t o  

B e l a i r .

By J a n u a r y  14, s i x  more I t a l i a n s  h a d  a r r i v e d .  They 

h a d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e v o l t  and  h a d  demanded $15 p e r  month  and  

r e f u s e d  t o  e a t  t h e  same r a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  Swedes w e re  g e t t i n g .  

A f t e r  a  day o f  t a l k i n g  t o  them, De F o r e s t  was a b l e  t o  g e t  

them t o  go t o  w o rk ,  and  he  was a b l e  to  r e p o r t  t o  S a n f o r d  

t h a t  t h e y  w ere  d o i n g  w e l l .  " A l th o u g h  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  

more t u r b u l e n t  an d  p a s s i o n a t e  t h a n  t h e  S w e d e s , "  he f e l t  t h a t  

t h e y  w ou ld  s o o n  become c o n t e n t e d . ^  They w ere  g i v e n  $10 p e r  

month ,  and  w e n t  t o  work w i t h  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

The same month one  o f  t h e  " o l d  S w e d e s , "  L i n q u i s t ,  a
/  9

f a r m e r ,  d i e d  o f  c h r o n i c  d y s e n t e r y .  H is  w i f e  and  f o u r

40 H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1873 ,
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47 ,  f o l d e r  10.

41 H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  J a n u a r y  14,
1873, S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 4 7 ,  f o l d e r  10.

42 T h e re  a r e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s p e l l i n g s  g i v e n  i n  t h e
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s .  They a r e  L i n q u i s t ,  L u n q u i s t ,  an d  L u n d q u i s t .
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c h i l d r e n  w e re  i n  t h e  g roup  t h a t  had l e f t  Sweden on  December 

23 ,  a n d  w e re  e x p e c t e d  t o  a r r i v e  soon .  The y o u n g e s t  c h i l d  

was e l e v e n  y e a r s  o l d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s  r a n g i n g  i n  age  f rom  

f o u r t e e n  t o  t w e n t y - o n e .  De F o r e s t  was c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  h e  

w o u ld  be  a b l e  to  f i n d  p l a c e s  f o r  them i n  S a n f o r d  where  t h e y  

c o u l d  w ork  t o  pay  f o r  t h e i r  p a s s a g e .  L i n q u i s t  h a d  d i e d  

s u d d e n l y ,  a n d  h i s  w i f e  w ou ld  b e  s h o ck e d  by  t h e  n ew s .

Soon a f t e r  he  h a d  w r i t t e n  to  S a n f o r d ,  De F o r e s t  

r e c e i v e d  word  t h a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  t w e n t y  Swedes  h a d  b e e n  

d e l a y e d .  In  f a c t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i c e  t h e y  w ou ld  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  

l e a v e  Sweden b e f o r e  March.  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,

A y lu n d ,  one o f  t h e  Swedes who was s e r v i n g  as  an  o v e r s e e r  a t  

t h e  g r o v e s ,  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  L i n q u i s t 1s w i f e  a d v i s i n g  h e r  o f  

h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  d e a t h  and  t e l l i n g  them n o t  t o  come t o  F l o r i d a .

M eanwhile  t h e  I t a l i a n s  were  g e t t i n g  a l o n g  w e l l  a n d  

seemed c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .  De F o r e s t  r e g r e t t e d  

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o t  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  w ives  w i t h  them so  t h e y ,  

l i k e  t h e  Swedes,  c o u l d  become a  p e r m a n e n t  f i x t u r e  i n  t h e  

com m uni ty .  " T h e i r  i d e a s  now a r e  to  l a y  up a few h u n d r e d
/  O

d o l l a r s  an d  r e t u r n  t o  I t a l y  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . "  A l t h o u g h  

t h e y  w e re  much b e t t e r  l a b o r e r s  t h a n  t h e  N e g r o e s , no  one i n  

t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a  w a n t e d  to  h i r e  them. P e r h a p s  i t  was o n l y  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  s t a y  u n t i l  May, a n d  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  

t o o  l o n g  t o  t r a i n  them f o r  s u c h  a  s h o r t  w ork  p e r i o d .  When

43H. L. De Forest to H. S. Sanford, January 23,
1873, Sanford Papers, Box 47, folder 10.
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S a n f o r d  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  to  l e a v e  so e a r l y ,  he 

i n s t r u c t e d  De F o r e s t  t o  have  th em  do as  much work  i n  t h e  

g r o v e s  and i n  th e  town a s  p o s s i b l e .  I f  t h e y  c o u l d  be 

p e r s u a d e d  t o  s t a y  l o n g e r ,  he w a n t e d  one o f  t h e  p r e t t i e s t ,  

f i v e - a c r e  l o t s  on Lake J e n n i e  c l e a r e d  and  f e n c e d .  T h i s  was 

t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  l a n d  h e  was t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  i n  

t h a t  a r e a .

I n  May, a S w e d i s h  c a r p e n t e r ,  L u n d b l a d ,  h i s  w i f e ,  a n d  

two c h i l d r e n  a r r i v e d  i n  S a n f o r d .  De F o r e s t  had  a l s o  

r e c e i v e d  w ord  t h a t  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  L i n q u i s t  and  h i s  f a m i l y  

were  i n  Glasgow and w o u l d  soon b e  a r r i v i n g  i n  F l o r i d a .  I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  new i m m i g r a n t s ,  De F o r e s t  h a d  h e a r d  f rom  

one o f  t h e  Swedes who h a d  ru n  away th e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  and  was 

now a n x i o u s  t o  pay o f f  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  h i s  p a s s a g e  and  r e t u r n  

to  S a n f o r d .  The S w e d ish  c o lo n y  w as  i n c r e a s i n g  w h i l e  th e  

number o f  I t a l i a n s  w o r k i n g  f o r  H e n ry  S a n f o r d  was now down 

to  f o u r ,  a l l  o f  whom w e r e  w o r k in g  a t  S t .  G e r t r u d e ' s  g r o v e .

O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  c o lo n y  o f  New U p s a l a  c o n t a i n e d  

t w e n t y  f i v e - a c r e  t r a c t s , b u t  i t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow 

s t e a d i l y . ^  I n  S e p te m b e r ,  1873, a  Swede named Munson came 

to  M e l l o n v i l l e .  Twenty y e a r s  e a r l i e r  he  h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  

I l l i n o i s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  S w e d ish  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  now t h a t  

he  was  w e l l  o f f  he and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  w e re  l o o k i n g  f o r  a 

warmer c l i m a t e  i n  w hich  t o  s e t t l e  . They h a d  h e a r d  o f  th e

44Amundson, "The American Life of Henry Shelton
Sanford," p. 203.
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c o l o n y  a t  S a n f o r d  and  knew t h a t  i t  was t h e  o n l y  one i n  t h e  

S o u th  t h a t  h a d  p r o v e d  t o  b e  p e r m a n e n t  and  s u c c e s s f u l .

B ec a u se  he  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m ak ing  S a n f o r d  h i s  home, Munson 

s p e n t  two weeks  a t  t h e  S w e d ish  c o l o n y .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  

he saw t h a t  t h e  Swedes w e r e  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  own homes,  w e re  

c o n t e n t e d ,  and  t h a t  w i t h i n  f i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s  t h e y  w ou ld  be  

w e l l  o f f .  Munson was p l e a s e d  w i t h  w h a t  h e  fo u n d  i n  S a n f o r d ,  

and p l a n n e d  to  go d i r e c t l y  t o  Sweden and  s e e  how many o f  t h e  

" b e t t e r  c l a s s "  he  c o u l d  i n d u c e  to  come o v e r .  The new 

s e t t l e r s  w ou ld  p a y  t h e i r  own p a s s a g e  and  buy  l a n d  a f t e r  

t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  De F o r e s t  w o u ld  l e t  h im  know w h a t  p r i c e  t h e y  

c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  pay  f o r  t h e  l a n d  a n d  on w h a t  t e r m s .

Munson h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  v i s i t e d  Dr.  H e n s c h e n ' s  c o l o n y  

a t  Lake J e s s u p ,  and  h a d  b e e n  o f f e r e d  c e r t a i n  i n d u c e m e n t s  t o  

s e t t l e  t h e r e .  However,  i t  was h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  he 

w ould  b r i n g  o v e r  would  p r e f e r  t h e  c o l o n y  a t  New U p s a l a .  He 

had  a l r e a d y  b r o u g h t  two g r o u p s  o f  s e v e n t y - f i v e  e ac h  to  

I l l i n o i s ,  and  h e  was c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  f i n d  more who 

would  b e  w i l l i n g  to  s e t t l e  i n  F l o r i d a .  De F o r e s t  was 

c e r t a i n  t h a t  Munson had  h i s  own i n t e r e s t  i n  m ind ,  and 

p r o b a b l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  buy a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  f rom  Henry  S a n f o r d  

t h a t  w o u ld  t h e n  b e  d i v i d e d  up and s o l d  t o  t h e s e  p a r t i e s . 

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  s k e p t i c i s m ,  De F o r e s t  had  g i v e n  him e v e r y  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  s e t t l e r s ,  an d  he  was s u r e  

t h a t  Munson i n t e n d e d  to  do j u s t  t h a t .
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By t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  l o t s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  h a d  b e e n  s o l d  t o  t h r e e  Swedes f rom 

n o r t h e r n  F l o r i d a .  N ine  o f  t h e  t w e n t y  l o t s  had  b e e n  g i v e n  by 

S a n f o r d  t o  Swedes who w i s h e d  t o  r e m a i n  and  d e s i r e d  l a n d ,
45w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  e l e v e n  l o t s  w e re  s o l d  f o r  $125 e a c h .

T h i s  made a t o t a l  o f  $ 1 , 3 7 5 .  However,  n one  o f  t h e  l o t s  h a d  

b e e n  p a i d  f o r  b e c a u s e  De F o r e s t  r e a l i z e d  t h e  p u r c h a s e r s  w e re  

p o o r  and  t h o u g h t  i t  was b e t t e r  t o  sp e n d  t h e i r  s a v i n g s  on 

im provem en ts  t o  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  A l t h o u g h  a l l  t w e n t y  t r a c t s  

h a d  b e e n  s o l d ,  t h e r e  w e re  n o t  t w e n t y  im m ig r a n t  f a m i l i e s  

t h e r e ,  a s  some o f  t h e  Swedes h a d  p u r c h a s e d  a d d i t i o n a l  

p r o p e r t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  b y  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  S e p te m b e r ,  t h e r e  

w ere  t h i r t e e n  Sw ed ish  f a m i l i e s ,  m aking  a  t o t a l  o f  f o r t y -  

s e v e n  p e r s o n s ,  i n  t h e  c o l o n y .  Seven  h o u s e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

b u i l t  an d  t h e  o t h e r s  h a d  a g r e e d  t o  b u i l d  w i t h i n  one y e a r  o f  

t h e  d a t e  t h e y  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  l a n d .  T h i s  was t h e  s t a t e  o f  

New U p s a l a  a t  t h e  t im e  t h a t  S a n f o r d ' s  im m ig r a n t  l a b o r e r s  h a d  

s e r v e d  o u t  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s .

D r .  W i l l i a m  A. H en sc h en  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  H enry  S a n f o r d  

t h a t  " t h e  p l a n  o f  b r i n g i n g  l a b o r e r s  t o  w ork  a  y e a r  f o r  t h e  

p a s s a g e  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  e f f i c i e n t  way t o  s t a r t  t h e  

i m m i g r a t i o n ;  b u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  any  [ e v e r y ? ]  p r e c a u t i o n  we h a v e

45 H. L. De F o r e s t  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  S e p te m b e r  22,  
1873,  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 47 ,  f o l d e r  10 .  These  l o t s  w e re  
m os t  l i k e l y  f i v e  a c r e s  e a c h .
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46f o u n d  i t  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  . . . "  I t  was 

H e n s c h e n ' s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  Sw ed ish  c o l o n y  a t  New U p s a l a  

w ould  a t t r a c t  more  im m i g r a n t s  who w ould  come t o  F l o r i d a  

w i t h o u t  p r e p a i d  p a s s a g e s ,  and  who w o u ld  a l s o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

n e e d e d  l a b o r .  T hus ,  t h e  Sw ed ish  c o l o n y  w ould  c o n t i n u e  t o  

grow, G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d  w o u ld  s e l l  l a n d ,  and  a l s o  h ave  an  

a b u n d an c e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  l a b o r e r s .

46William A. Henschen to H. S. Sanford, September
16, 1871, Sanford Papers, Box 53.



CHAPTER VII

NEW UPSALA: THE SETTLEMENT

Thus i t  was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  S w e d ish  im m i g r a n t s  who 

came o v e r  w i t h  Dr.  W i l l i a m  Henschen  t o  fo und  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h ic h  t h e y  named New U p s a l a ,  w ere  s o o n  j o i n e d  by  

o t h e r  Swedes who came f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s .  The l a r g e s t  

c o n t i n g e n t  came a s  c o n t r a c t  l a b o r e r s  t o  work i n  t h e  c i t r u s  

g r o v e s  and  a l l i e d  b u s i n e s s e s  o f  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  b e f o r e  

a c q u i r i n g  t h e i r  own l a n d  o r  g o i n g  e l s e w h e r e .  O t h e r s  came a s  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  " A m er ica  l e t t e r s "  o r  p r e p a i d  t i c k e t s  from 

r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  who h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  wha t  was t h e  f i r s t  

and  l a r g e s t  Sw ed ish  community  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a . ' * '  S t i l l  

o t h e r s  came t o  t h e  g ro w in g  s e t t l e m e n t  f ro m  K a n s a s ,  I l l i n o i s ,  

Maine,  and  M i n n e s o t a ,  w h e re ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  who came 

b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  them, t h e y  b u i l t  a  d i s t i n c t l y  Sw ed ish  

community .  As s u c h ,  i t  w ould  s u r v i v e  b a r e l y  t w e n t y - f i v e

■*"One o f  t h e  New U p s a l a  Swedes d e s c r i b e d  h e r  new home 
i n  an  " A m er ica  l e t t e r "  a s  " a  p l a c e  w h e r e  p o t a t o  v i n e s  w o u l d  
grow w i t h  no c a r e  a f t e r  b e i n g  p u t  i n  t h e  g ro u n d ,  and  w h e re  
t h e  f a m i l y  c a t  a c t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  home r a b b i t s  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  
to  e a t . "  B e t t y e  D. S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  Sw ed ish  
S e t t l e r s , "  p a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  7 7 t h  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  
F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  West Palm Beach,  F l o r i d a ,  4 May 
1979.
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y e a r s  b u t ,  f o r  t h o s e  few y e a r s ,  " t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  community

w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  e n t e r p r i s i n g  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and among ' t h e
2

m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  p e o p l e  i n  a l l  F l o r i d a ' . "

Fo r  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

p o s s e s s  l a n d  o f  t h e i r  own was t h e  m agne t  t h a t  h a d  drawn them 

t o  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a .  G e n e r a l l y ,  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  

l a n d  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s . The f e d e r a l  gov e rn m en t  

o f f e r e d  l a n d s  by  p u r c h a s e  and  t h r o u g h  h o m e s t e a d i n g .  The 

f i l i n g  f e e  on  a  h o m e s t e a d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  e n t r y  was $14 on 

160 a c r e s ,  an d  p r i c e s  f o r  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  on  d i r e c t  p u r c h a s e  

b e g a n  a t  $ 1 .2 5  an a c r e .  Even t h o u g h  l i t t l e  v a c a n t  l a n d  

r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  r e g i o n s ,  h o m e s t e a d s  w e re  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  t h e  more r e m o te  a r e a s .  S t a t e  l a n d s - - w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  

s c h o o l  l a n d s ,  i n t e r n a l  im p rovem en t  l a n d s ,  and  swamp l a n d s - -  

v a r i e d  i n  p r i c e  from $ . 7 0  an  a c r e  on 6 4 0 - a c r e  b l o c k s  o f  

swamp l a n d  t o  $7 an a c r e  f o r  some o f  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  s c h o o l  

l a n d s .  However,  m o s t  s t a t e  l a n d s  s o l d  f o r  $ 1 .2 5  a n  a c r e .  

Im p ro v ed  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f rom  p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s  s o l d  f o r  p r i c e s  

r a n g i n g  from $2 t o  $250 an  a c r e .  Most o f  t h e  b e s t  l a n d  was 

h e l d  by  i n d i v i d u a l  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  su c h  a s  H enry  S h e l t o n  

S a n f o r d ,  and  l a n d  a n d  r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n i e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  

demanded h i g h  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e y  e x t e n d e d  c r e d i t  t o
3

t h e  p u r c h a s e r .

2 I b i d .
3

J e r r y  Wood Weeks,  " F l o r i d a  Gold : The Emergence  o f
t h e  F l o r i d a  C i t r u s  I n d u s t r y ,  1 8 6 5 -1 8 9 5 "  (P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  C h a p e l  H i l l ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p p .  3 7 -3 8 .
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In  t h e  West,  f e d e r a l  l a n d  p o l i c y  te n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e

t h e  s i z e  o f  h o m e s t e a d s  b e ca u s e  i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  th e

w e s t e r n  t e r r a i n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  m o r e  a c r e a g e  f o r  f a r m i n g .  The

o p p o s i t e  was t r u e  i n  F l o r i d a  w h e r e  o ra n g e  growing " r e q u i r e d

i n t e n s i v e  c u l t i v a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  which l i m i t e d  t h e  amount o f

l a n d  t h a t  c o u l d  be  u t i l i z e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  b y  an i n d i v i d u a l

d e p e n d e n t  s o l e l y  upon h i s  own l a b o r . M o s t  g ro w e r s  f e l t

t h a t  from f i v e  t o  t e n  a c r e s  was a  s u f f i c i e n t  amount o f  l a n d

f o r  t h e i r  u s e .  T ree s  w e re  o r d i n a r i l y  p l a n t e d  s i x t y - n i n e  t o

t h e  a c r e ,  and  i t  u s u a l l y  took  e i g h t  y e a r s  f o r  the  t r e e s  to  
5

m a t u r e .  D urxng  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  g rower  w o u l d  have t o  f i n d  

o t h e r  work t o  p r o v i d e  a n  income f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .  However ,  

a f t e r  the  t r e e s  began  t o  p ro d u c e  f r u i t  t h e y  would g i v e  a 

good  l i v i n g .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  H. L .  H a r t  was  a b l e  to  m a r k e t  

4 4 2 , 0 0 0  o r a n g e s  from 300 t r e e s  i n  1879. He r e c e i v e d  $7 ,500  

f o r  t h e  c r o p .  T h i s  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  F l o r i d a  h o m e

s t e a d e r s  to  d i v i d e  t h e i r  160 a c r e s  i n to  t w e n t y -  a n d  f o r t y -  

a c r e  t r a c t s ,  w h i c h  w e re  t h e n  s o l d  to o t h e r  newcomers .

A c q u i r i n g  l a n d  was  o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p .  T h e  

s e t t l e r s  t h e n  f a c e d  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  h o u s i n g ,  a w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  

c l e a r i n g  th e  l a n d  and  f e n c i n g  i t ,  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  d r a i n a g e

^ I b i d . , p . 44 .

^ I v a r  F .  P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  Swedish S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a , "  S w ed ish  P i o n e e r  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  18 
( 1 9 6 7 ) : 1 3 4 .

6 I b i d .
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d i t c h e s  a n d  w i n d b r e a k s  i f  t h e s e  w e re  n e c e s s a r y .  Fo r  some,

t h i s  was a  g r a d u a l  p r o c e s s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  to

s e t t l e  t h e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  O t h e r s  made some im p ro v em e n ts  and

l e f t ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e r e  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  T h o s e ,  s u ch  a s

Henry S a n f o r d ,  who were  a b s e n t e e  l a n d l o r d s ,  h i r e d  l o c a l

i n d i v i d u a l s  to  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  g r o v e s  an d  o n l y  v i s i t e d  them

b r i e f l y  f ro m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .  T he re  w e r e  s t i l l  o t h e r s  who

s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r s  c l e a r i n g  t h e  s i t e s  b u t  s p e n t  t h e  summers

e l s e w h e r e  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  a v o i d  t h e  h e a t  a n d  f e v e r
7

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F l o r i d a  summers .

Those  S w e d i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  who s e t t l e d  a t  New U p s a l a  

a c q u i r e d  l a n d  f r o m  Henry S a n f o r d  u n d e r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  and  t e r m s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  them  

s e r v e d  o u t  a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  S a n f o r d ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t im e  t h e y  

h a d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  know ledge  o f  c i t r u s  

c u l t i v a t i o n  and l e a r n  enough  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  t o  

manage t h e i r  own a f f a i r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  w e re  a c t u a l l y  

b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t h a n  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  Sw ed ish  s e t t l e r s  t o  

c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  own l a n d s  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  A l th o u g h  

a g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i ty ' s  l i v e l i h o o d ,  

many o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s ,  who w e re  s k i l l e d  c r a f t s m e n ,  w e re  

a b l e  to  make u se  o f  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  two o f  S a n f o r d ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  Sydney 

a n d  J o s h u a  Chase,  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S a n f o r d  was u n i q u e

^Weeks, " F l o r i d a  G o ld :  The Emergence  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a
C i t r u s  I n d u s t r y ,  1 8 6 5 - 1 8 9 5 , "  p p .  4 4 - 4 5 .
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b e c a u s e  i t  was l a r g e l y  a one-m an  a f f a i r .  When Henry S a n f o r d

p u r c h a s e d  1 2 ,5 3 5  a c r e s  o f  t h e  Levy G r a n t  i n  1870 ,  he  h i r e d

C a p t a i n  R. H. Marks and  J o h n  A. McDonald t o  make a  p l a t  o f

t h e  town,  an d  s e c u r e d  E. R. T r a f f o r d  to  l a y  o u t  t h e  s i t e
8w i t h  a l l e y s  t o  c a r e  f o r  s e w e r s ,  g a s ,  and  w a t e r  s e r v i c e .

H enry  S a n f o r d  p u r c h a s e d  an e x i s t i n g  w h a r f  an d  p a c k i n g  h o u s e  

f ro m  J u d g e  T u c k e r  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  to  b u i l d  s e v e r a l  new
9

s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  town.  The town was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  

S a n f o r d  on  S e p te m b e r  18,  1877 ,  a n d ,  by 1878, c o n s i s t e d  o f  

a b o u t  t w e n t y  o r  t h i r t y  b u i l d i n g s .  Among t h e s e  were  t h e  

S a n f o r d  H ouse ,  t h e  o n l y  h o t e l ,  a  d r u g s t o r e ,  t h r e e  s a l o o n s ,  

a n d  th e  E p i s c o p a l  Church  o f  t h e  Ho ly  C r o s s ,  t h e  o n l y  c h u r c h  

i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e . ^

The c h u r c h  was a p r o j e c t  o f  Mrs .  H enry  S h e l t o n  

S a n f o r d  who, w i t h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f rom  some o f  h e r  w e a l t h y  

f r i e n d s ,  f i n a n c e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  w h a t  was t h e n  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  c h u r c h  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  A number o f  Swedes 

w e re  em ployed  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  one  

m o rn in g  a  n o t i c e  was found  p o s t e d  on  t h e  d o o r  s a y i n g  t h a t

g
Sydney 0 .  and  J o s h u a  C. C hase ,  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s  and  

R e m i n i s c e n s e s , "  p a p e r  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  S a n f o r d  C e n t e n n i a l ,  
S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  8 F e b r u a r y  1937.

9
M rs .  J .  N. W h i t n e r ,  "A S a n f o r d  H i s t o r y , "  p a p e r  

p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Wednesday C lu b ,  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  1 9 1 0 .

" ^ O r l a n d o ,  A C e n t u r y  P l u s  ( O r l a n d o :  S e n t i n e l  S t a r
C o . ,  1976J^ p^ 27 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  H a r r i e t  O w sley ,  Henry  
S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s  ( 1 8 2 3 - 1 8 9 1 ) - - R e g i s t e r  ( N a s h v i l l e : 
T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and  A r c h i v e s ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  n . p . ,  S a n f o r d  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  " d r y "  town i n  F l o r i d a .
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u n l e s s  t h e  f o r e i g n  l a b o r e r s  were  rem oved  i t  w ou ld  b e  b u r n e d  
11down. T h i s  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  b u t ,  i n  1880,  i t  was d e s t r o y e d

by a  h u r r i c a n e ,  w h ic h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  i t s  b e i n g  r e b u i l t .

T h e re  were  a l s o  a number o f  r e s i d e n c e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y

o f  w h i c h  w e re  l o c a t e d  on h i g h  g ro u n d  due t o  t h e  f e a r  o f

m a l a r i a  w h ic h  was e a s i l y  c o n t r a c t e d  i n  t h e  low l y i n g

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  At t h i s  t im e  t h e r e  w e re  no r a i l r o a d s

i n t o  t h e  tow n ,  w i t h  f r e i g h t  b e i n g  h a u l e d  f rom  S a n f o r d  t o

O r l a n d o  by m u le  d r a y s  o r  on  b o a t s  o v e r  t h e  S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r .

M ai l  was r e c e i v e d  a n d  d i s p a t c h e d  i n  t h e  same m anner ,  and
12t h e r e  was no t e l e g r a p h i c  c o m m u n ic a t io n  s y s t e m .

Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  S a n f o r d  h a d  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o v e r

2 , 5 0 0 ,  and t h e r e  was a  l a r g e  and t h r i v i n g  community

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  o r a n g e - p a c k i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  m a ch in e  s h o p s ,

wagon f a c t o r i e s ,  a c i s t e r n  f a c t o r y ,  a  s t e a m  saw and  p l a n i n g

m i l l s ,  a r a i l r o a d  c a r  r e p a i r  shop ,  a  f e r t i l i z e r  f a c t o r y  and

w a r e h o u s e ,  two s t e a m - p r i n t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  a f i r s t - c l a s s

b a n k i n g  h o u s e ,  t h r e e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  a n  o p e r a  h o u s e ,  and  num erous
13c h u r c h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  f o r  N e g r o e s .

■'■'''Leo T. M o l lo y ,  H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  1 8 2 3 - 1 8 9 1 :
A B io g r a p h y  (D e rby ,  C o n n e c t i c u t : Bacon P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,
p p . 3 3 - 3 4 .  ( H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as  M o l lo y ,  H enry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d . )

■^"S. 0 .  Chase  G iv e s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  E a r l y  S a n f o r d , "  
The S a n f o r d  J o u r n a l , 8 F e b r u a r y  1 937 ,  p .  10.

13 R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson, "The F l o r i d a  Land and  
C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company,"  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  44 
( 1 9 6 6 ) : 1 6 5 .  Emmett P e t e F j  i n  an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  T r o u b l e d  
Z a i r e  S h a r e s  R o o t s  w i t h  a  C e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  C i t y , "  V e r t i c a l
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Upon v i s i t i n g  t h e  town i n  1886 ,  on  w h ic h  o c c a s i o n  he

was h o n o r e d  f o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s o u t h

F l o r i d a ,  S a n f o r d  w r o t e  h i s  w i f e  t h a t  he  was d i s g u s t e d  w i t h

t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  b e c a u s e :

A l l  h a v e  s p e c u l a t e d  i n  l o t s  a n d  made money. Y e t  a l l  
h o l d  b a c k  f o r  me o r  t h e  Co. [ F l o r i d a  Land  and 
C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company] t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  f a s t e r  
e x p a n s i o n .  . . . The town i s  g ro w in g  r a p i d l y ,  i t  i s  
now o v e r  r u n  b y  R a i l r o a d s . You w o u ld  s c a r c e l y  know 
i t .  T h in k  o f  i t ,  100 h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a s t  12 
m o n t h s ! & many v e r y  n i c e  o n e s .1 4

L e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  t h e  c i t y  was sw ep t  by  a  f i r e  w h ic h

d e s t r o y e d  n e a r l y  t h r e e  s q u a r e  b l o c k s .  The v o l u n t e e r  f i r e

d e p a r t m e n t  was n o t  a d e q u a t e  to  t h e  t a s k ,  an d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f

c a p i t a l  was r e q u i r e d  f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  damaged a r e a . 1"*

The n e a r b y  S w ed ish  community o f  New U p s a l a  a l s o  

e x p e r i e n c e d  g ro w th  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  

econom ic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  i n  S a n f o r d .  Not 

o n l y  was i t  p o s s i b l e  to  w ork  o n e ' s  own g r o v e s  and  t h o s e  o f  

o t h e r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  b u t  a l s o  t h e r e  w ere  numerous  

b u s i n e s s e s  i n  S a n f o r d  to  employ w i l l i n g  an d  c a p a b l e  

l a b o r e r s .  However,  t h e  p r i m a r y  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  was 

c i t r u s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t  New U p s a l a  

p r o s p e r e d .  "By 1891 ,  t w e n t y - t h r e e  ' p r i n c i p a l  g ro v e  o w n e r s '  

w e re  s h i p p i n g  f i v e  h u n d r e d  t o  one t h o u s a n d  b o x e s  o f  f r u i t

F i l e ,  R o l l i n s  C o l l e g e ,  W i n t e r  P a r k ,  F l o r i d a ,  March 20,  1977,  
n . p . ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S a n f o r d  was 4 ,0 0 0  i n  
1881.

^ I b i d .  , p . 166 .

15Ibid., p. 167.
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a s e a s o n  and  r e c e i v i n g  $ 1 .6 0  p e r  bo x  . . and  a t  l e a s t  one

g r o v e  owner had  h i s  own p a c k i n g  h o u s e  w i t h  a w in e  room

a t t a c h e d ,  where  he  t u r n e d  o u t  g r a p e f r u i t  and  o r a n g e  w ine  f o r
16l o c a l  c o n s u m p t i o n . "

S a n f o r d  l a y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two m i l e s  e a s t  o f  New

U p s a l a ,  an d  t h e  S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r  was a b o u t  t h e  same d i s t a n c e

t o  t h e  n o r t h .  " P h y s i c a l l y ,  t h e  community  was d i v i d e d  i n t o

two s e c t i o n s ,  an Upper  S e t t l e m e n t  b u i l t  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f

U p s a l a  Road,  and  a  Lower S e t t l e m e n t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w in d in g
17c u r v e s  o f  V ih l e n  R o a d . "  A swamp, w h ic h  r a n  n o r t h  and

s o u t h ,  was th e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e .  However,  t h e  Upper  and  Lower

S e t t l e m e n t s  were  j o i n e d  by  two wagon t r a i l s  t h a t  c r o s s e d  t h e

swamp f r o m  e a s t  t o  w e s t .  The p l a t  o f  New U p s a l a  i n d i c a t e s

t h a t  m os t  o f  t h e  S w e d ish  i m m i g r a n t s  h a d  l o t s  m e a s u r i n g  f i v e
18c h a i n s  by  t e n  c h a i n s ,  w h ich  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  a c r e s .

I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  an  a c c u r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  

f i g u r e  f o r  New U p s a l a  a t  any  g i v e n  t i m e .  S h o f n e r  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  i n  1876 more t h a n  one h u n d r e d  Swedes h a d  s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  

an d  M ol loy  r e p o r t e d  i n  h i s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  Henry  S a n f o r d  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e re  o v e r  one  h u n d r e d  f o r t y - f i v e  Swedes,  i n c l u d i n g

1 f) Sm i th ,  "New U p s a l a  a n d  F l o r i d a  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "

1 7 I b i d .
18 I b i d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B e t t y e  D. S m i th ,  t h e  Orange 

County  P u b l i c  R e c o rd s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o n l y  s e v e n t e e n  o f  
G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d ' s  S w ed ish  c o n t r a c t  l a b o r e r s  w e re  g r a n t e d  
d e e d s  f o r  "one  d o l l a r  and  o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  
f i v e  i n  1875,  and  t w e l v e  i n  1 8 8 4 . "  T h i s  d i s p u t e s  s e v e r a l  
s o u r c e s  t h a t  made S a n f o r d  a p p e a r  t o  be  more g e n e r o u s .
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" s i x t y ,  r o s y ,  chubby c h i l d r e n ,  b o r n  on t h e  G r a n t , "  p r e s e n t
19a t  a  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r  i n  1881 .  The 1891 a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f

t h e  Sw ed ish  A u g u s t a n a  Synod l i s t s  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
20t h e  Sw ed ish  c o l o n y  a s  one h u n d r e d  s e v e n t e e n .  P e r h a p s  t h e

m o s t  a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e  i s  t h a t  one  g iv e n  on  an o f f i c i a l

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  a t  New

U p s a l a .  The a p p l i c a t i o n ,  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  21 ,  1884, c l a i m e d
21t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  community was  one h u n d r e d .

I f  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  F l o r i d a  f o l l o w e d  th e  n a t i o n - w i d e  

t r e n d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1874 t o  1879, t h e r e  were  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  f e w e r  a d d i t i o n s  to  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  New 

U p s a l a  t h a n  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h a t  t im e .  The p a n i c  o f  1873 i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  f lo w  o f  

e m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  The m i s f o r t u n e  h e r e  was 

c o u n t e r a c t e d  by  a p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  E u r o p e ,  and ,  i n  

Sweden, t h e r e  w ere  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  g o o d  h a r v e s t s ,  as  w e l l  

a s  a  g ro w th  i n  commerce and  t r a d e .  From 1868 t o  1873,

9 9 ,8 2 5  Sw ed ish  c i t i z e n s  had  come t o  A m e r ic a  s e e k i n g

■^Molloy,  H enry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d , p .  34.
20P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  F l o r i d a , "  p .  136 .  I n  "The G hos ts  o f  U p s a l a , "  O r la n d o  
S e n t i n e l  F l o r i d a  M a g a z i n e , 4 May 1969, p .  7-F ,  Eve  Bacon 
g i v e s  t h e  1891 p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a b o u t  200 p e r s o n s .

01
S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  Swedish  S e t t l e r s . "
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e la n d ,  b u t  t h e  p a n i c
22o f  1873 s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  t h i s  f l o w .

In  1 8 7 9 ,  h o w e v e r ,  S w e d e n 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y

came t o  an e n d .  S i x t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  S w e d e n 's  p o p u l a t i o n

was i n v o l v e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c r i s i s  was  e s p e c i a l l y  d e p r e s s i n g .  "T he  h i g h

m a r r i a g e  and  b i r t h - r a t e  i n  Sweden i n  t h e  s i x t i e s  h a d

p r o d u c e d  a s u r p l u s  o f  young ,  e n e r g e t i c  p e o p l e  who seemed t o

s e e  n o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  f u t u r e  i n  t h e i r  ho m e lan d  and

who j o i n e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x o d u s  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  e v e r  
23e x p e r i e n c e d ."

A l t h o u g h  wages h a d  r i s e n  i n  Sweden from 1850 to  1880, 

t h e y  w ere  s t i l l  w e l l  b e lo w  t h o s e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  When 

d e c l i n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r i c e s  h i t  Sweden, wages s a n k  to  

a r o u n d  f o r t y  c e n t s  a d a y ,  and t h i s  d id  n o t  i n c l u d e  fo o d  o r  

l o d g i n g .  Women's wages  were u s u a l l y  h a l f  t h o s e  o f  t h e  m e n ' s .  

" F o r  a  y e a r ' s  c o n t r a c t  a s  a h i r e d  man, w h e r e  room and  b o a r d  

was g i v e n  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  wages ,  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r
r )  /

e a r n e d  125 k r o n o r ,  o r  $ 3 3 . 5 0 . "  With t h i s  i n  m in d ,  i t  i s  

e a s y  t o  see  why many S w ed ish  e m i g r a n t s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  come t o  

S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land

22 F l o r e n c e  E d i t h  J a n s o n ,  The B ack g ro u n d  o f  Swedish  
I m m i g r a t i o n ,  1 8 40-1930  ( C h ic ag o :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago
P r e s s , 1931; r e p r i n t  e d . , New Y o r k :  Arno P r e s s  a n d  t h e  New
York T i m e s , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p.  274 .

2 3 I b i d .  , p .  278 .

24Ibid., p. 285.
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and  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company i n  1880-1881  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e m a i n  i n

t h e i r  h o m e lan d .

The F l o r i d a  Land a n d  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company, L i m i t e d ,

h a d  come i n t o  b e i n g  as  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  Henry  S a n f o r d ' s  d e s i r e

t o  make h i s  F l o r i d a  r e a l  e s t a t e  h o l d i n g s  pay  b i g g e r  
25d i v i d e n d s .  S a n f o r d  h a d  u s e d  t h e  p r o f i t s  f rom  h i s  many 

v e n t u r e s  t o  b u i l d  and  im p r o v e  t h e  town named i n  h i s  h o n o r .  

He h a d  i n v e s t e d  i n  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e ,  a  h o t e l ,  a  s l a u g h t e r  

h o u s e ,  a  c o t t o n  g i n ,  a w h a r f ,  and  a  t e l e g r a p h  s t a t i o n ,  i n
o f.

a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n ,  B e l a i r .  Im provem en ts  t o  t h e

town an d  g r o v e  h a d  p r o v e d  t o  be  q u i t e  e x p e n s i v e  an d ,  i n

1879, H enry  S a n f o r d  s o u g h t  h e l p  f ro m  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e .  He

w a n te d  t o  fo rm  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  w ou ld  n o t  o n l y  t a k e  o v e r ,

b u t  e x p an d  h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g s  i n  S a n f o r d  and  s u r r o u n d i n g  
27c o u n t i e s .

I n  May, 1880,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land and  C o l o n i z a t i o n  

Company, L i m i t e d ,  was f o r m a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  B r i t i s h  law  

w i t h  H enry  S a n f o r d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  and  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  b o a r d .  

I t s  o f f i c e s  w e re  l o c a t e d  i n  London w i t h  an  a g e n t  s t a t i o n e d  

i n  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  to  o v e r s e e  t h e  c o m p an y ' s  a f f a i r s .  

However,  Henry  S a n f o r d  s o u g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  

c o m p an y ' s  p o l i c y ,  and  o n l y  a l l o w  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  t o  s u p e r v i s e

25 Amundson, "The F l o r i d a  Land and  C o l o n i z a t i o n
Company," p .  153..

26Ibid.
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c a r r y i n g  i t  o u t .  A showdown b e tw e e n  S a n f o r d  a n d  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  company came a b o u t  i n  t h e  

s p r i n g  o f  1884 .  Henry  S a n f o r d  was t h e  l o s e r  i n  t h i s  power 

s t r u g g l e ,  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  he  became l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

B e l a i r  a n d  h i s  o t h e r  F l o r i d a  h o l d i n g s .  A f t e r  S a n f o r d ' s  

d e a t h  i n  May, 1891 ,  t h e r e  was no  one t o  h o l d  t h e  company 

t o g e t h e r .  At a  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  London on S ep tem b er  

15 ,  1892, t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  w e re  t a k e n  t o  d i s s o l v e  t h e  

company. I t s  a s s e t s ,  w h ic h  i n c l u d e d  a b o u t  6 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  

F l o r i d a  l a n d ,  w e re  d i v i d e d  among t h e  s h a r e  and  d e b e n t u r e  

h o l d e r s . 28

At t h e  same t im e  t h a t  more  Swedish  im m i g r a n t s  w ere

com ing  t o  S a n f o r d ,  b o t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land and

C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company and  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t s ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r

S w ed ish  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e re  b e i n g  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d

New U p s a l a .  As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  Dr.  W i l l i a m  A. H e n sc h en ,

who h a d  s t a r t e d  t h e  S w ed ish  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  New U p s a l a ,  h a d

moved w i t h  a  number  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  to  Lake J e s s u p ,  a b o u t

t e n  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  New U p s a l a ,  w here  t h e y  h a d  o b t a i n e d
29h o m e s t e a d s  a n d  fo rm ed  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h i s  new Sw ed ish  

community  was l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  town o f  O v ie d o ,  a n d ,  

a s  i n  t h e  New U p s a l a  c o l o n y ,  t h e  main  b u s i n e s s  was t h e

2 8 I b i d . , p .  168.
29 P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  S w ed ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  F l o r i d a , "  p .  139 .  T h i s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  l a t e  1870 o r  e a r l y  
1871 .
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p r o d u c t i o n  o f  o r a n g e s .  T h i s  g r o u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  was h a n d i c a p p e d

by i t s  i s o l a t i o n  from a n e a r b y  town w h e re  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d

j o b s  and  e a r n  a l i v i n g  w h i l e  t h e i r  o r a n g e  t r e e s  w ere

m a t u r i n g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  managed t o  s u r v i v e

a n d ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  c o l o n y  p r o s p e r e d .  When c o m p a r a t i v e l y

l a r g e  num bers  o f  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  came i n t o  c e n t r a l

F l o r i d a ,  a t t r a c t e d  by  t h e  g lo w in g  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  c i t r u s

i n d u s t r y ,  some o f  them l o c a t e d  a t  Lake J e s s u p .  However,  by

1891,  o n l y  s i x  o r  s e v e n  S w ed ish  f a m i l i e s  r e m a i n e d ,  and  t h e s e
30h a d  become i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Oviedo  community .

One o f  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  s p r a n g  up a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  f l o w  o f  e m i g r a n t s  f rom  Sweden was 

F o r e s t  C i t y .  I t  was f o u n d e d  i n  1880 by  J o s e f  H e n sc h en ,  and 

was l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  A l t a m o n t e  S p r i n g s  and  Apopka,
31a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r t e e n  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  New U p s a l a .  B ecau se

i t  was s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  g ro w in g  c i t y  o f  O r l a n d o ,  t h e r e  was

s t e a d y  employment f o r  t h o s e  g r o v e  owners  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y

u n p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  a f a i r l y

l a r g e  s e t t l e m e n t  and  a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l ,  by  1910 F o r e s t  C i t y
32h a d  l o s t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  S w ed ish  community .

I n  1877, a  S w ed ish  s e t t l e m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  a t  P i e d m o n t ,  

w h ic h  was a b o u t  two m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  Apopka.  Some o f  t h e

3 0 I b i d . , p .  140.

3 1 I b i d . , p .  141.

32Ibid., p. 142.
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f i n e s t  g r o v e s  i n  O range  C oun ty  b e l o n g e d  to  t h e  S w ed ish

s e t t l e r s  l i v i n g  h e r e .  T h i s  c o l o n y  a p p a r e n t l y  l a s t e d  l o n g e r

t h a n  some o f  t h e  o t h e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s o l i d a r i t y .  The

Sw ed ish  e l e m e n t  was e v i d e n t  a s  l a t e  a s  1930, a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d

by t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

The Swedes may n o t  now b e  so num erous  i n  t h i s  p l a c e ,  b u t  
i t  i s  y e t  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  o n l y  s e c t i o n  t h a t  may be  
c a l l e d  a  Sw ed ish  c o lo n y ,  and  e a c h  y e a r  on t h e  F o u r t h  o f  
J u l y ,  t h e  Swedes from t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t e r r i t o r y  g a t h e r  
f o r  a  r e u n i o n . 33

L i k e  t h e  o t h e r  S w ed ish  c o l o n i e s ,  i t ,  t o o ,  i s  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h

t h e  n e a r e s t  town. P ie d m o n t ,  l i k e  New U p s a l a ,  Lake J e s s u p ,

and  F o r e s t  C i t y  i s  " b u t  a m em ory - -a  memory c h e r i s h e d  b y  an
3  /

e v e r  d w i n d l i n g  n u m b e r . ”

The P i e r s o n  s e t t l e m e n t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  

p a r t  o f  V o l u s i a  C o u n ty ,  d a t e d  b a ck  t o  1876,  when two 

b r o t h e r s ,  who h a d  f i r s t  e m i g r a t e d  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  f rom  

Sweden, moved t h e r e .  They w e r e  f o l l o w e d  by Swedes who 

l i k e  them, h a d  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

i m m i g r a n t s  who had  come d i r e c t l y  f rom  Sweden. I n  t h e  m id -  

1 8 8 0 ' s ,  t h e  P i e r s o n  C o l o n i z a t i o n  S o c i e t y  was o r g a n i z e d  to  

i n d u c e  more Swedes t o  s e t t l e  i n  P i e r s o n .  Th rough  t h i s  

e f f o r t  t h e  c o l o n y  e x p e r i e n c e d  an  i n c r e a s e  o f  s e t t l e r s  who, 

l i k e  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  p l a n t e d  o r a n g e  g r o v e s .  When t h e  

" B ig  F r e e z e "  s t r u c k  t h e  a r e a  i n  December,  1894,  d e s t r o y i n g

33Ibid., p. 143.
34Ibid., p. 144.
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many o f  t h e  t r e e s ,  a  l a r g e  number o f  the  c o l o n i s t s  became

d i s c o u r a g e d  and  moved e l s e w h e r e .  However,  f o r  t h o s e  who

r e m a i n e d ,  c i t r u s  c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h e  c h i e f  i n d u s t r y

o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  and p r o v i d e d  them  w i t h  a  good  l i v i n g .

Today, t h e  P i e r s o n  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h ic h  i s  now o v e r

one h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o l d ,  i s  " t h e  o n l y  one o f  t h e  e a r l y  Swedish

c o l o n i e s  t o  r e m a i n  and  w i t h a l  to  r e t a i n  a m e a s u r e  o f  i t s
35C u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e . "  A b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  c i t i z e n s  a r e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  

t h o s e  e a r l y  S w ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  E b e n e z e r  

L u t h e r a n  C hruch ,  o r g a n i z e d  t h e r e  i n  1884,  t h a t  i s  c r e d i t e d  

w i t h  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  community  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  i t s  p a s t  and 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s .

The S w ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  a t  New U p s a l a ,  l i k e  t h o s e  in  

o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ,  c a r v e d  t h e i r  c o l o n y  

o u t  o f  t h e  s e m i t r o p i c a l  f o r e s t .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  " c o u l d  h a r d l y  

h ave  s e t t l e d  i n  a  s p o t  m ore  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e i r  Land o f  t h e
O £

M i d n i g h t  S u n . "  An a r t i c l e  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  1891 

Weekly J o u r n a l  o f  S a n f o r d  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  a s  

f o l l o w :

When t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f  New U p s a l a  was  s t a r t e d ,  th e  
f o r e s t  was y e t  i n  i t s  v i r g i n  g r o w t h .  O u t  o f  i t  w as  hewn 
m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  ru d e  h u t  and  f e n c e ,  t h e  l a n d  was c l e a r e d  
and  b r o k e n  a n d  a t  s u c h  t im e s  a s  c o u l d  b e  s p a r e d  f r o m

3 5 I b i d . ,  p .  146.
36 J im  F i s h e r ,  " A c c o u n t  o f  D e a th  o f  Gen.  S a n f o r d  

Found i n  S a n f o r d  J o u r n a l  o f  1 8 9 1 , "  S a n f o r d  H e r a l d , n . d .
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work n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  b r e a d  f o r  w ives  a n d  l i t t l e  
o n e s ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  was  l a i d .

The Swede i s  t h e  p i o n e e r  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  
h i s  l o v e  o f  l i b e r t y ,  h i s  lo v e  o f  a d v e n t u r e  an d  h i s  l o v e  
o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  so t h e s e  p e o p l e  p r o s p e r e d  a s  l e s s  
i n d u s t r i o u s  o n e s  would  n o t .  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  from 
n o t h i n g  was e v o l v e d  much and t o d a y  we r e p e a t  New U p s a l a  
i s  u n i q u e  among F l o r i d a  s e t t l e m e n t s .  A t i n y  o l d  w o r l d  
v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  f r e e  A m e r i c a ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  
c i t i z e n s  A m e r i c a n s ,  s a v e  f o r  t h e  a c c i d e n t  o f  b i r t h . 37

T h i s  " o l d  w o r l d  v i l l a g e "  t h a t  was New U p s a l a  was 

c o m p r i s e d  n o t  o n l y  o f  homes w h ic h  w e r e  t y p i c a l  f a r m  h o u s e s  

l i k e  n o n - S w e d i s h  homes i n  t h e  a r e a  b u t  a l s o  i t  h a d  a r a i l 

r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  w hich  a l s o  h o u s e d  t h e  

community  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  

a  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  s o c i a l  and  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g s  and w h e re  

t h e  s c h o o l  met ,  a n d  two c h u r c h e s ,  one  L u t h e r a n  and  one 

P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  e a c h  w i t h  i t s  own c e m e t e r y .  The s t a t i o n ,  

w h ic h  h a n d l e d  b o t h  f r e i g h t  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e ,  was b u i l t  

i n  1887 a s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  S a n f o r d  and  Lake  E u s t i s  D i v i s i o n  o f  

t h e  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Tampa, a n d  Key West R a i l r o a d ,  w h ich

p r o v i d e d  d a i l y  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  New U p s a l a  and  p o i n t s  e a s t -
38w a rd  and  w e s t w a r d . '  For many s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Swedish  

communi ty ,  t h e  t r a i n  was t h e i r  o n ly  a c c e s s  t o  n e a r b y  

S a n f o r d .  The wooden s t a t i o n  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  was e i g h t e e n  by  

t h i r t y  f e e t ,  was b u i l t  on a  b l o c k  f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  a wooden p l a t f o r m  and c o v e r e d  s h ed  s u r r o u n d e d  by  a g r a v e l  

p l a t f o r m .  U n t i l  i t  was t o r n  down i n  1 9 2 7 ,  o r a n g e s  from t h e

37Ibid.
38Sm i th ,  "New U psa la  an d  F l o r i d a  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "
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g r o v e s  a t  New U p s a l a  w e r e  l o a d e d  on  a t  t h i s  s t a t i o n .  "From

t h e  s t a t i o n ,  h a n d  c a r s  l o a d e d  w i t h  f r e i g h t  c o u l d  be  r u s h e d

a l o n g  a  n a r r o w  gauge t r a c k  to  and  f rom  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  a
39few y a r d s  a w a y . "

T h i s  s t o r e ,  a t  f i r s t  H a r r i s o n  and  Son G e n e r a l  S t o r e  

and  l a t e r  B. 0 .  S e l t z e r ' s ,  was t h e  hub o f  t h e  S w ed ish  

communi ty .  The p o s t  o f f i c e  o c c u p i e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  r e s e r v e d  f o r  d a n c e s  an d  s o c i a l s  f o r  t h e  

y o ung  Swedes .  A w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  go o d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s a t c h e l s  

an d  s h o t g u n s ,  h a r d w a r e  and  h a r n e s s e s ,  s h i r t s  a n d  s h o e s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  L u t f i s k ,  and  s a l t  h e r r i n g  i m p o r t e d  f rom  

J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  w ere  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  s t o r e . 4 *"*

I n  one  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  c o u l d  b e  fo u n d  t h e  

communi ty p o s t  o f f i c e ,  w h ic h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  November ,  

1884 ,  w i t h  J o h n  Monson s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  p o s t m a s t e r .  At f i r s t ,  

m a i l  was d e l i v e r e d  o n l y  t h r e e  t i m e s  w e e k ly  by  a  c o n t r a c t e d  

c a r r i e r .  S e r v i c e  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1887 ,  b u t  

r e e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  J u n e ,  1890 .  T h e r e  w e re  t h r e e  o t h e r  p o s t 

m a s t e r s ,  b e s i d e s  Monson, who s e r v e d  t h e  New U p s a l a  community  

b e f o r e  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  was f i n a l l y  c l o s e d .  They w ere  J o s e p h  

H a r r i s o n ,  B. 0 .  S e l t z e r ,  and  S o f i a  L u n d q u i s t . 4 "*"

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  i n  New U p s a l a  was 

t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l ,  a  m o d e s t ,  o n e - ro o m  wooden b u i l d i n g

3 9 I b i d .

4 0 I b i d .

4 1 I b i d .
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i n  w h ic h  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g s  were  h e l d

by t h e  S c a n d a n a v ia n  S o c i e t y .  Here  members o f  t h e  S o c i e t y

c o u l d  s p e a k  t h e i r  own l a n g u a g e ,  wear  " O l d - C o u n t r y "  c o s tu m e s
/ 0

on f e s t i v e  o c c a s i o n s ,  o r  d i s c u s s  news f rom  t h e  h o m e la n d .  

E v e r y  y e a r ,  a r o u n d  May 20, t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  S o c i e t y  

s p o n s o r e d  a  community  p i c n i c  w h ic h  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  Swedes from 

o t h e r  n e a r b y  s e t t l e m e n t s .  A f t e r  some f o r t y  y e a r s  t h e  

S o c i e t y  c e a s e d  to  e x i s t ,  b u t  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  s t i l l  

c o n t i n u e d .  However,  t h e y  t o o k  a  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m .  Now a 

m o n t h l y  g a t h e r i n g  w o u ld  be h e l d  on a  Sunday a f t e r n o o n  a t  an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  home. T u r n s  w e re  t a k e n  i n  h o s t i n g  t h e  a f f a i r
/  Q

and  i n  b r i n g i n g  r e f r e s h m e n t s .

The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l  

was h o u s i n g  t h e  s c h o o l .  E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  P u b l i c  S ch o o l  Number 

F i f t y - O n e  o f  Orange C oun ty ,  i t  h a d  t h e  d u a l  p u r p o s e  o f  

t e a c h i n g  t h e  b a s i c s  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o f  

A m e r i c a n i z i n g  i t s  s t u d e n t s . ^  I n  f a c t ,  " t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

was t h e  o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h r o u g h  w h ich  A m er ican  s o c i e t y  

e x e r c i s e d  d i r e c t  c u l t u r a l  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p  a t  

a l l  p e r i o d s . I t  was t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  A m e r i c a n i z i n g

A ?  o
D o ro th y  B u r t o n  S k a r d a l , The D i v i d e d  H e a r t

( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  P r e s s , 1 9 7 4 ) ,  pT- 33.
43 P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  S w e d is h  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  F l o r i d a , "  p .  138.
44 S m i th ,  "New U p sa la  a n d  F l o r i d a  S w ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "  

^ S k a r d a l ,  The D i v i d e d  H e a r t , p .  298.
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i n f l u e n c e  i n  b o t h  u r b a n  and  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s .  F o r  w h a t  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  t h e y  t o o k  home t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  who 

r e g a r d e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  a s  one  o f  t h e  m os t  

i m p o r t a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  be  h a d  i n  A m e r ic a .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  

many f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  i m m i g r a n t s  w e re  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  

o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e y  saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  d i d .  

Fo r  i n  t h e  O ld  C o u n t r y ,  e d u c a t i o n  was a  symbol o f  s o c i a l  

r a n k ,  so t h e y  saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  

h i g h e s t  e d u c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .

I n  Sweden, t e a c h i n g  was done e x c l u s i v e l y  by  men, and

t h e  m ain  s u b j e c t  was t h e  L u t h e r a n  r e l i g i o n .  I n  t h e i r  new 

home, p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  b a n n e d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and  

t h e  t e a c h e r s  a t  New U p s a l a  w ere  women. The f i r s t  t e a c h e r  

was J o s e p h i n e  J a c o b s ,  who h a d  b e e n  b o r n  o f  Sw ed ish  p a r e n t s  

i n  J e f f e r s o n  C o u n ty ,  Iow a .  F o r  some r e a s o n  s h e  came f ro m  

Topeka ,  K a n sa s ,  t o  t e a c h  a t  t h e  S w e d ish  s c h o o l  i n  New 

U p s a l a .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  young  t e a c h e r  w ou ld  m a r r y  N e l s  

J u l i u s  S t e n s t r o m ,  who h a d  b e e n  b o r n  i n  G o th e n b u r g ,  Sweden, 

i n  1843 ,  a n d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  d i s t a s t e  f o r  s t u d y i n g  l a w ,  h a d  

l e f t  home t o  t r a v e l .  W h i le  on  one  o f  h i s  v e n t u r e s ,  he  

h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  S w ed ish  c o l o n y  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e

Upper S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r  i n  F l o r i d a .  When h i s  s h i p  a n c h o r e d  a t

S av an n ah ,  he  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  He 

a r r i v e d  a t  S a n f o r d  i n  1877 and  w e n t  t o  work  f o r  Henry  

S a n f o r d .  L i k e  many o f  t h e  Swedes ,  J u l i u s  soon  s t r u c k  o u t
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46f o r  h i m s e l f  an d  became a p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m e r  a n d  d a i r y m a n .

He an d  h i s  w i f e  w e re  to  h a v e  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  o n e  o f  whom, a  

d a u g h t e r ,  M rs .  Ada Rocky, was  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  S a n f o r d  i n  

1974. O t h e r  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  S t e n s t r o m s  a r e  a l s o  l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  S a n f o r d  a r e a .

A l a t e r  t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  New U p s a l a  s c h o o l  was a  M iss  

F r i e s e  who, l i k e  M iss  J a c o b s ,  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  p a y  

r a t e  o f  two d o l l a r s  p e r  p u p i l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  one  

d o l l a r  p aym en t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  

a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  A t  t h e  t im e  t h a t  M iss  F r i e s e  was t e a c h i n g  

t h e r e  w ere  t h i r t y  p u p i l s .  I n  1877 a n d  1879,  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  

was o n l y  t h r e e  m onths  l o n g ,  an d  i t  was  l e f t  up t o  t h e  

t e a c h e r  t o  d e c i d e  when t h i s  s h o u l d  b e .  However,  t h i s  

p r o b a b l y  d e p e n d e d  upon  t h e  w ork  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  g r o v e s .

From 1880 t o  1900, t h e r e  was a  f i v e  month t e r m ,  w h ich  b e g a n  

on S e p te m b e r  1 .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  e i g h t  month t e r m  was 

s t a n d a r d i z e d  f o r  a l l  Orange County  s c h o o l s . ^  A l o c a l  b o a r d  

o f  t r u s t e e s ,  e l e c t e d  by p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  h a d  t h e  

pow er  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  w e re  n o t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e l e g a t e d  to  t h e  Orange County  B o a r d  o f  

E d u c a t i o n .  B e g i n n i n g  p u p i l s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e r e  t a u g h t  t h e  

b a s i c s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  s p e l l i n g ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  and

46 R o l l a n d  Dean,  "The G e n e r a l  Needed L a b o r ,  t h e  
Swedes Wanted O p p o r t u n i t y :  S a n f o r d ' s  E a r l y  S w e d i s h  C o l o n y , "
O r l a n d o  S e n t i n e l  F l o r i d a  M a g a z in e ,  24 Se p te m b e r  1967, p .  
1 3 -F .

^ S m i t h ,  "New U p sa la  and  F l o r i d a  S w e d i s h  S e t t l e r s . "
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g e o g r a p h y .  By t h e  t h i r d  y e a r ,  a  p u p i l  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s

i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h i s t o r y ,  grammar,  and  n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  s u b j e c t s .  I n  some

c o m m u n i t i e s  w here  t h e  l o c a l  t e a c h e r  was t h e  same n a t i o n a l i t y

a s  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  s h e  o f t e n  made h e r  s c h o o l h o u s e  t h e

c e n t e r  f o r  com m uni ty -w ide  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  s p e l l i n g  b e e s ,

s i n g i n g  s c h o o l ,  d e b a t e s ,  and  e v e n  drama, i n  w h ich  b o t h
48s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  c o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e .

A n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  w h ich  was a lw a y s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  any

i m m ig r a n t  community  was  t h e  c h u r c h .  I t  u s u a l l y  p r o v e d  t o  be

t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  s i n g l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  g roup

s o l i d a r i t y .  I n  most i n s t a n c e s ,  i t  was t h e  L u t h e r a n  C hurch ,

t h e  s t a t e  c h u r c h  o f  Sweden, w h ic h  became t h e  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r

o f  t h e  new c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  o f  t h e  o l d .  A

D a n i s h  s e t t l e r  i n  an  i m m i g r a n t  community  e x p l a i n e d  t o  a

v i s i t o r  w h a t  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h  m ean t  t o  i t s  m em bers :

You s ee  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  h a v e  o n l y  one  s i n g l e - - w h a t  
s h a l l  I  c a l l  i t ? - - e n t e r t a i n m e n t , t o  go to  c h u r c h ;  h e r e  
e v e r y b o d y  m ee ts  r e g u l a r l y  e v e r y  S unday .  I f  t h e r e ' s  
s o m e th in g  one w a n t s  t o  t e l l  h i s  f r i e n d s  o r  
a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,  h e  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  to  h o p e  h e ' l l  m e e t  them 
a t  c h u r c h  on Sunday ,  he  knows t h e y ' l l  be  t h e r e .  The 
n e e d  o f  c o m p a n i o n s h ip  w h ic h  we a l l  h a v e  i s  s a t i s f i e d  
t h e r e .49

T h i s  seemed t o  be  t r u e  f o r  New U p s a l a  a s  w e l l .  Even a f t e r  

t h e  Swedish  community was d i v i d e d  b e tw e e n  two c h u r c h e s ,  t h e

48 oS k a r d a l ,  The D i v i d e d  H e a r t , p .  152 .
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members p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  

c h u r c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  a u n i t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  Swedish 

s e t t l e m e n t .

I n  New U p s a l a ,  t h e  Swedish  c h u r c h  and  c e m e t e r y  w e r e

l o c a t e d  on  a  one a n d  o n e - h a l f  a c r e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  t h a t  h a d

b e e n  d o n a t e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  by Henry  S a n f o r d  i n  1875.

The  b u i l d i n g ,  w h ich  was l o c a t e d  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e

S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l ,  was e r e c t e d  by t h e  men o f  t h e  c o l o n y .

The  wooden s t r u c t u r e  f e a t u r e d  a b e a u t i f u l l y  c a r v e d  p u l p i t

a n d  pews, a n d  b o r e  w i t n e s s  t o  th e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  c r a f t s m e n  who

h a d  a p p l i e d  t h e i r  a r t  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and  i t s  c o n t e n t s .

When R e v e re n d  0 .  0 .  E c k a r t  w r o t e  t h e  m i n u t e s  f o r  t h e

S o u t h e a s t e r n  M i s s i o n  D i s t r i c t ,  L u t h e r a n  A u g u s t a n a  Synod, he

n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  U p s a l a  C hurch  had  " t h e  most p e c u l i a r  h i s t o r y
52o f  any  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t . "  In  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i t  

w as  a  community  c h u r c h  w i t h o u t  any d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  t i e s .  A t  

t i m e s  t h e r e  w ere  v i s i t i n g  c l e r g y m e n  t o  f i l l  t h e  p u l p i t ,  b u t  

u s u a l l y  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  were  m e t  by l a y  r e a d e r s  f r o m  

t h e  communi ty .  T h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  was ch an g e d  by  two

P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  S w ed ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  F l o r i d a , "  p .  137 . S m i th ,  i n  "New U p s a l a  a n d  F l o r i d a  
S w ed ish  s e t t l e r s , "  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  was on t h e  same 
p r o p e r t y  a s  t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l .

■ ^S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "

52Ibid.
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e v e n t s - - t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  m i s s i o n a r y  e f f o r t s  o f  F l o r i d a
53P r e s b y t e r i a n s  an d  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Jo h n  F r e d e r i c k  S u n d e l l .

The R e v e re n d  S u n d e l l  h a d  come t o  New U p s a l a  i n  1883

from  New Sweden, M aine ,  w here  h e  h a d  s e r v e d  as  t h e  l a y

l e a d e r  o f  a B a p t i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  f o r  t e n  y e a r s .  E v i d e n t l y ,

S u n d e l l  h a d  b r o k e n  away from  h i s  f o r m e r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o v e r  a

m a t t e r  o f  c h u r c h  d o c t r i n e ,  and  h a d  come t o  New U p s a l a  i n

s e a r c h  o f  a  new b e g i n n i n g .  From 1884 t o  1890,  t h e  Sw ed ish

B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  h e l d  a t  t h e  New

U p s a la  community  c h u r c h  u n t i l  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  came.

I n  Sweden, c l e r g y m e n  w e re  r e g a r d e d  as  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a

s p e c i a l  c a t e g o r y  w i t h i n  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s .  Not o n l y  w e re  t h e y

i m p o r t a n t  gov e rn m en t  o f f i c i a l s  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  h a d

c o n s i d e r a b l e  power  o v e r  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  a t  c r u c i a l  p o i n t s

i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  C le rgym en w e re  u s u a l l y  t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y

e d u c a t e d  men o f  t h e  community an d  w e re  a b l e  t o  l i v e  i n
54g r e a t e r  c o m f o r t  t h a n  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s . T h e re  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s e n t m e n t  a g a i n s t  them i n  Sweden b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e i r  p o w e r .  I n  A m e r ic a ,  t h e y  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d  much o f  t h e  

p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  " i t  was r e c o g n i z e d  on  b o t h  

s i d e s  t h a t  he was o n l y  t h e  man o f  God."

5 3 I b i d .
54 o

S k a r d a l ,  The D i v i d e d  H e a r t , p .  130. 

5 5 I b i d .
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When i t  became e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s

p l a n n e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  c h u r c h  a t  New U p s a l a ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  and

o l d e r  members o f  t h e  Sw ed ish  c o n g r e g a t i o n  " o f f i c i a l l y

d e c l a r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a  L u t h e r a n  C hurch ,  d e e d e d  t h e  c h u r c h
5 6p r o p e r t y ,  and  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A u g u s t a n a  S y n o d ."  The 

S w e d ish  L u t h e r a n  Church  a t  New U p s a l a  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  on 

J a n u a r y  30, 1892,  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  members .  The 

members o f  t h e  c h u r c h  n e v e r  e x c e e d e d  t h i s  num ber .  I n  f a c t ,  

from  1900 u n t i l  1946, when t h e  c h u r c h  was o f f i c i a l l y  

d i s s o l v e d ,  t h e r e  w e re  o n l y  a b o u t  f i v e  members ,  a l l  o f  whom 

were  v e r y  o l d .  S e r v i c e s  w e re  s t i l l  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  Sw ed ish  

and  E n g l i s h  i n  1927. The o n l y  o t h e r  c h u r c h  i n  F l o r i d a  s t i l l  

u s i n g  t h e  S w ed ish  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  was l o c a t e d  a t  

P i e r s o n  i n  n e a r b y  V o l u s i a  C o u n ty .  I n  some a r e a s  t h e r e  h a d  

b e e n  a  c o n f l i c t  o v e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  E n g l i s h  i n t o  

r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  I t  was u s u a l l y  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  who 

o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  ch an g e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t ,  " r e g a r d l e s s  

o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h e  same t e r m s  

i n  t h e  new l a n g u a g e ,  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  f e e l  t h e  same to w a rd  

i t . "5 7  T h i s  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  two c h u r c h e s  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  Sw ed ish  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s . Even th o u g h  v i g o r o u s  e f f o r t s  w e r e  made t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  L u t h e r a n  Church  a t  New U p s a l a ,  i t  was t o m  down

■^Sm ith ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  S w ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "

■ ^ S k a r d a l ,  The D i v i d e d  H e a r t , p p .  2 7 3 -2 7 4 .
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i n  1946.  A m a r k e r  n o t i n g  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  was p l a c e d  t h e r e  by

t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  Church  
5 8i n  O r l a n d o .

On O c t o b e r  25,  1890,  t h e  S o u th  F l o r i d a  P r e s b y t e r y

a p p r o v e d  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a t  New

U p s a l a .  D u r in g  1892 ,  t h e  U p sa la  Community P r e s b y t e r i a n

C hurch  was b u i l t  by  t h e  same s k i l l e d  c r a f t s m e n  who h a d

e a r l i e r  u s e d  t h e i r  s k i l l s  t o  b u i l d  w h a t  was now t h e  L u t h e r a n  
59C h u rc h .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  c h u r c h  was known a s  t h e  Sw ed ish  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rch  o f  New U p s a l a  and  was l o c a t e d  on a  two 

a c r e  s i t e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  by  H enry  S a n f o r d .  The 

R e v e re n d  S u n d e l l  a n d  some tw e n ty  members ,  who p r e f e r r e d  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  moved one q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  s o u t h  on 

U p s a l a  Road to  t h e  new b u i l d i n g .  S u n d e l l  p r e a c h e d  i n  

S w ed ish  a t  t h e  m o rn in g  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a  l o c a l  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  h e l d  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  s e r v i c e  and  

Sunday S c h o o l  i n  E n g l i s h .  Some o f  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e s e  

f i r s t  c h u r c h  members s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  moved t o  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  become more

£ Q
P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  Swedish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  F l o r i d a , "  p .  138 .
59 S m i th  n o t e s ,  i n  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  S w ed ish  

S e t t l e r s , "  t h a t  t h e  community  was o r i g i n a l l y  named New 
U p s a l a  b u t  by  1890 i t  was f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  U p s a l a .  
Today ,  t h i s  name i s  u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y .

^ E v e  Bacon ,  "The G h o s t s  o f  U p s a l a , "  O r l a n d o  
S e n t i n e l  F l o r i d a  M a g a z i n e , 4 May 1969 ,  p .  7 -F .
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61A m er ican .  P r o b a b l y  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was t r u e  b e c a u s e

o f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  Even

th o u g h  t h e  Sw ed ish  community  was d i v i d e d  b e tw e e n  t h e

L u t h e r a n  and  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  two g r o u p s  o f t e n  met

t o g e t h e r  f o r  s o c i a l  o c c a s i o n s .  One s u ch  g roup  was t h e

D orcas  Sewing C i r c l e  i n  w h ich  women from b o t h  c h u r c h e s

p a r t i c i p a t e d .  T he re  w e re  a l s o  some f a m i l i e s  who a t t e n d e d

s e r v i c e s  a t  b o t h  c h u r c h e s .

Today ,  t h e  U p s a l a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rch ,  a  s m a l l ,

w h i t e ,  f r am e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  g r e e n  t r i m ,  s t a n d s  on a busy

h ig h w ay  t h a t  r u n s  t h r o u g h  w h a t  u s e d  t o  b e  t h e  Sw ed ish

communi ty o f  New U p s a l a .  The i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l

c e i l i n g  o f  wood and t h e  worn  p i n e  f l o o r ,  an d  i n  t h e  b e l f r e y

h an g s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b e l l ,  w i t h  a  r o p e  h a n g i n g  down t h r o u g h

t h e  s t e e p l e  so  i t  c a n  be  ru n g  e a c h  Sunday by  a  member o f  t h e  
6 2c o n g r e g a t i o n .  In  1977 ,  i t  h a d  a  f u l l - t i m e  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e

R e v e re n d  Darwin  Shea ,  and  a c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  e i g h t

r e g u l a r  members who c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r s h i p  i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n
f) 3s h o r t  rows o f  pews i n  t h e  o l d  c h u r c h .

Each o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  h a d  i t s  own c e m e t e r y .  The 

L u t h e r a n  c e m e t e r y  i s  a b o u t  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e

61Mick L o c k r i d g e ,  " C h u r c h ' s  Sewing C i r c l e  Remnant o f  
P a s t , "  O r l a n d o  S e n t i n e l  S t a r , March 1977,  n . p .

C O
J o h n  M. E r v i n g ,  J r . ,  B ro w s in g  Around  F l o r i d a  

(K iss im m ee ,  F l o r i d a :  E r v i n g  P u b l i c a t i o n s , 1971) , p . 89.
6 3L o c k r i d g e ,  " C h u r c h ' s  Sewing  C i r c l e  Remnant o f  

P a s t , "  n . p .
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P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rch  on  U p s a l a  Road, n e a r  t h e  s i t e  where  t h e

L u t h e r a n  Church  and  t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l  once  s t o o d .  The

P r e s b y t e r i a n  c e m e t e r y  l i e s  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  on  a c o r n e r  o f
64S t a t e  Road 46A and  B anana  Lake Road. I t  i s  o v e rg ro w n  w i t h

oak s a p l i n g s  an d  p r a c t i c a l l y  h i d d e n  f rom  t h o s e  who p a s s  by .

The e f f e c t s  o f  t im e  and  v a n d a l i s m  a r e  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t  a t

t h e  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  o f  many o f  New U p s a l a ' s  r e s i d e n t s .

On May 23, 1891,  when New U p s a l a  was a t  t h e  h e i g h t

o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e s e  Swedes,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  who had

s e t t l e d  i n  n e a r b y  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  o p e r a  h o u se

t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n

S a n f o r d  and t o  p a y  homage t o  t h e i r  b e n e f a c t o r ,  H enry  S a n f o r d ,
6 Swho h a d  d i e d  two days e a r l i e r .  On t h e  s t a g e  w e re  a  number 

o f  p e o p l e  who h a d  b e en  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  Among 

them w e r e  H e n sc h en ,  I n g r a h a m ,  J u d g e  F o s t e r ,  and  D r .  Andrew 

C a l d w e l l . 66

The c e r e m o n i e s  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  a  Swedish  

hymn, f o l l o w e d  b y  a p r a y e r ,  a f t e r  w h ich  t h e  a c t i n g  mayor 

i n t r o d u c e d  J u d g e  E. K. F o s t e r ,  who d e l i v e r e d  t h e  o p e n in g  

a d d r e s s .  I n  h i s  s p e e c h  F o s t e r  " p a i d  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e

6 ^ S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "

6 ^ F i s h e r ,  " A c c o u n t  o f  D e a t h  o f  Gen. S a n f o r d  Found 
i n  S a n f o r d  J o u r n a l  o f  1 8 9 1 , "  n . d .

f\ I b i d .  The n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t  g i v e s  t h e  name as  
"M e n s c h e n , "  b u t  t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  an e r r o r ,  a s  t h i s  w r i t e r  
i s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  name i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e i t h e r  New 
U p s a l a  o r  S a n f o r d .
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c o l o n i s t s ,  a l l  o f  whom had  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t , "  spoke

o f  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  s to r m s  o f  1871 t h a t  d e s t r o y e d  th e

c o l o n i s t s '  homes,  a n d  o f  t h o s e  who h a d  d i e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y

m e n t i o n i n g  G e n e ra l  S a n f o r d ,  "who h a d  b r o u g h t  them  t o  t h e
6 7l a n d  o f  t h e  f r e e . "  Mr. H enschen  s t r e s s e d  i n  h i s  r e m a r k s

t h a t  " t h e  c o l o n i s t s  came h e r e ,  n o t  f o r  l i b e r t y ,  f o r  t h e y  had

t h a t  i n  t h e i r  own c o u n t r y ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l o n g  h a r d  
6 8w i n t e r s  t h e r e . "  The g a t h e r i n g  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  p l a y i n g

o f  t h e  d i r g e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f

C h a r l e s  IX , t h e  K in g  o f  Sweden, a s  a  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o

G e n e r a l  S a n f o r d .

A s p e c i a l  t r a i n  c a r r i e d  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  from S a n f o r d

t o  New U p s a l a ,  w h e re  t h e y  a s s e m b l e d  a t  t h e  c h u r c h .  A f t e r  a

b r i e f  s e r v i c e ,  s u p p e r  was s e r v e d  i n  t h e  S c a n d a n a v ia n  H a l l

a n d  i n  a l a r g e  t e n t ,  f o l l o w i n g  w h ic h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p l a y e d

games .  "T h e  s c e n e  was  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e ,  c h u r c h ,  s c h o o l h o u s e

[ t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l ]  and  t e n t  w e re  b r i l l i a n t l y

i l l u m i n a t e d  and  e l e g a n t  f l a g s ,  A m e r ic an  and S w e d is h ,  f l u n g
69t h e i r  f o l d s  t o  t h e  b r e e z e . "  The v i s i t o r s  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  

Sunday e v e n i n g  when,  a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

v i s i t i n g  i n  t h e  c o l o n i s t s '  homes,  t h e y  once a g a i n  b o a r d e d  a

6 7 I b i d .  

6 8 I b i d .  

6 9 I b i d .



131

s p e c i a l  t r a i n  t h a t  t o o k  th e m  back  t o  S a n f o r d .  From t h e r e  

t h e y  w e n t  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .

I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  such  a  l a r g e  g a t h e r i n g  o f

c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a ' s  Swedish  s e t t l e r s  e v e r  a g a i n  took  p l a c e  a t

New U p s a l a .  T h i s  was  due t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  took  p l a c e  i n

New U p s a l a  and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e

" G r e a t  F r e e z e "  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  December,  1 8 9 4 ,  and

F e b r u a r y ,  1895. D u r in g  t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  c o l d e s t  w e a t h e r  i n  a

c e n t u r y ,  a s  low a s  n i n e t e e n  d e g r e e s  a bove  z e r o ,  h i t  t h e

s t a t e ,  k i l l i n g  a l l  v e g e t a b l e s ,  c i t r u s ,  and  c o c o n u t  p a lm s  as

f a r  s o u t h  a s  Palm B e a c h . ^  " T e r r i b l e  i n d e e d  w ere  th e

c o n s e q u e n c e s ;  w i t h i n  t h r e e  d a y s  t h e  m a in  o c c u p a t i o n  a n d

s o u r c e  o f  s u p p l y  o f  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e

h a d  been  s w e p t  a w a y . " ^  L o s s e s  were  s t a g g e r i n g .  F a r m e r s ,

s t r u g g l i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e i r  n e w ly  b o u g h t
72p r o p e r t y ,  w e re  w i p e d  o u t .

I n  S a n f o r d  a l o n e ,  i t  was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  ov e r  o n e  

t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  l e f t  t o  h e a d  e i t h e r  n o r t h w a r d  o r  to  t h e  

warmer  c l i m a t e  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  l o w e r  e a s t  c o a s t .  However,  

B e t t y e  D. S m i th  s a i d  t h a t  n o  one i n  S a n f o r d  i s  a b l e  t o  name 

more  t h a n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  f a m i l i e s  who a c t u a l l y  l e f t  t h e

^ C h a r l e s  E. H a m e r ,  F l o r i d a ' s  P r o m o t e r s :  The Men
Who Made I t  B ig  (Tampa: T r e n d  House ,  19 7 3 ) ,  p .  33.

^ W h i t n e r ,  "A S a n f o r d  H i s t o r y , "  p .  24 .
72 H a r n e r , F l o r i d a ' s  P r o m o t e r s :  The Men Who Made I t

B i g , p .  3 3 .
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73a r e a .  One o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  who d i d  move was r e l a t e d  t o

O lg a  V i h l e n  H u n t e r ,  who s a i d  h e r  a n c e s t o r s  h a d  come t o

F l o r i d a  b e c a u s e  o f  "A m er ica  l e t t e r s , "  n o t  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  t o

Henry  S a n f o r d .  When t h e  f r e e z e  s t r u c k ,  s e v e r a l  f a m i l y

members moved t o  Miami,  w h e re  t h e y  h o m e s t e a d e d .  They became

p r o s p e r o u s  r a i s i n g  a v o c a d o s  and  l e m o n s ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who h a d

s t a y e d  i n  S a n f o r d  r e m a i n e d  p o o r . 7^ T h e re  w e re  u n c o n f i r m e d

s t o r i e s  o f  f a m i l i e s  l e a v i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  b e h i n d  a s  t h e y  s e t

o u t  f o r  o t h e r  a r e a s .  " A u g u s t  L i n d g r e n  and  h i s  f a m i l y  l e f t

f o r  Miami,  h u d d l e d  w i t h  some new ly  c u t  budwood t o  p r o t e c t  i t  
75from  t h e  c o l d . "  O t h e r s ,  who w ere  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  g a r d e n i n g ,  

w o rk e d  a t  l a n d s c a p i n g  i n  t h e  Miami a r e a .  T h e r e  w e re  some 

f a m i l i e s  who moved to  o t h e r  Sw ed ish  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  c e n t r a l  

F l o r i d a .  A c c o r d i n g  to  B e t t y e  D. S m i th ,  o n l y  s i x t e e n  Sw ed ish

f a m i l i e s  c h o se  t o  s t a y  a t  New U p s a l a ,  w h e re  t h e y  h a d  w orked
76so h a r d  to  s e c u r e  and  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  l a n d .

With  t h e  g r o v e s  d e s t r o y e d ,  many o f  t h e  Swedes w e n t  

t o  w o r k  i n  Lake  Mary, a b o u t  two m i l e s  w e s t  o f  New U p s a l a ,

f o r  t h e  P l a n t e r s  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company, w h ic h  p r o d u c e d
77s t a r c h e s ,  d e x t r i n e s ,  f a r i n a ,  and  t a p i o c a .  They w e re  o n l y

73 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  B e t t y e  D. S m i th ,  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  
March,  1979.

74 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  O lga  V i h l e n  H u n t e r ,  S a n f o r d ,  
F l o r i d a ,  March, 1979 .

75 S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  and  F l o r i d a  S w ed ish  S e t t l e r s . "  

7 6 I b i d .

77Ibid.
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p a i d  $ 2 .5 0  f o r  t e n  h o u r s  work b u t  " n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  U p s a l a
78b o y s "  w ere  em ployed  t h e r e .  Some o f  S a n f o r d ' s  c i t i z e n s

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  " G r e a t  F r e e z e "  a  b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e  b e c a u s e

i t  f o r c e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  to  t u r n  t o  o t h e r  m e thods  o f

l i v e l i h o o d .  One c r o p  t h a t  was d e v e l o p e d  by  t h e  Swedes

d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  was c e l e r y .  As l a t e  a s  1962, S a n f o r d  was
79known a s  t h e  w o r l d ' s  c e l e r y  c a p i t a l .  By 1897, a  s y s t e m  o f

s u b - i r r i g a t i o n  and  d r a i n a g e  h a d  b e e n  p e r f e c t e d ,  and  t h i s ,

c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  h a r d p a n  s o i l ,  made S a n f o r d  t h e  l a r g e s t
80v e g e t a b l e  s h i p p i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  A f t e r  t h e  f r e e z e ,

m o s t  o f  t h e  S w ed ish  community t u r n e d  f r o m  c i t r u s  c u l t u r e  t o
81t r u c k  g a r d e n i n g .

The " G r e a t  F r e e z e "  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  r a p i d  d e c l i n e  

o f  t h e  S w ed ish  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  New U p s a l a .  One by  one  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  i m m ig r a n t  

community  w e re  e i t h e r  t o r n  down o r  moved. I n  1927 ,  a f t e r  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  i n a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  w i t h  i t s

78-,-, . ,I b i d .
79 S t e p h e n  J .  F l y n n ,  F l o r i d a :  Land  o f  F o r t u n e

( W a s h in g to n ,  D .C . :  L u c e ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p . 31 .  I n  an  i n t e r v i e w
w i t h  Sydney 0 .  C h ase ,  S r . ,  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  March , 1979, 
t h e  w r i t e r  was i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  c e l e r y - g r o w i n g  
a r e a  i s  now a t  Lake  O k e e c h o b e e .

^ W h i t n e r ,  "A S a n f o r d  H i s t o r y , "  p .  25 .  I n  O r l a n d o , 
A C e n t u r y  P l u s  ( O r l a n d o :  S e n t i n e l  S t a r  C o . ,  1976) , t h e
a u t h o r  s a i d  t h a t  " S a n f o r d  became t h e  l a r g e s t  s h i p p i n g  p o i n t  
i n  F l o r i d a . "  T h i s  seems more l i k e l y .

81W.P.A. W r i t e r s '  P r o j e c t ,  F l o r i d a :  A G uide  t o  t h e
S o u t h e r n m o s t  S t a t e  (New York: O x fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  360 .
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"New U p s a l a "  s i g n  was t o r n  down. At  t i m e s  t h e  t r a i n  w ou ld  

s t o p  t o  l e t  o f f  a  p a s s e n g e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  l e f t  t o  

mark  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  New U p s a l a .  The g e n e r a l  s t o r e ,  now 

B. 0 .  S e l t z e r ' s ,  was no l o n g e r  i n  u s e ,  so i t  was moved to  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  an d  u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  s p a c e .  The p o s t  

o f f i c e ,  w h ic h  h a d  o c c u p i e d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  c l o s e d  

March 31, 1 9 04 .  Gone, t o o ,  was t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  H a l l ,  w here  

many s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  t im e  when 

i t  was n o t  i n  u s e  a s  a  s c h o o l h o u s e .  The s c h o o l  h a d  c l o s e d  

when t h e  S w ed ish  c h i l d r e n  b e g a n  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  S a n f o r d .  

T h i s  b u i l d i n g  was a l s o  moved t o  a new l o c a t i o n .  As 

m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1946,  t h e  U p s a l a  L u t h e r a n  C h u rch ,  by 

o f f i c i a l  c o u r t  o r d e r ,  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t .  T h i s  q u a i n t  o l d  

c h u r c h  was t o r n  down, b u t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  c e m e t e r y  

s t i l l  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  b o a r d  o f  Home M i s s i o n s .

Today,  t h e r e  a r e  few r e m i n d e r s  t h a t  New U p s a l a  e v e r

e x i s t e d .  I t  i s  no l o n g e r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  a  town,  an d  most
8 2o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  The o n l y  

e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s '  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  

community  i s  a  few S w e d i s h - b u i l t  h o u s e s  whose t e n a n t s ,  f o r  

t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  a r e  n o t  aw are  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  New 

U p s a l a ,  t h e  U p s a l a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch ,  two o v e rg ro w n  

c e m e t e r i e s ,  one  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  S w ed ish  c e m e t e r y  i n  t h e

82 D o ro th y  P r i m r o s e  McMakin, " G e n e r a l  H enry  S h e l t o n  
S a n f o r d  and  H is  I n f l u e n c e  on F l o r i d a "  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Jo h n  
B. S t e t s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D e la n d ,  F l o r i d a ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p .  75 .
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S o u th ,  a  s t r e e t  named " U p s a l a  A v e n u e ,"  w h ich  r u n s  t h r o u g h

t h e  a r e a  w h e re  t h e  s e t t l e r s  h a d  t h e i r  homes a n d  o r a n g e

g r o v e s ,  and  a l a r g e  p l a q u e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  H enry  S h e l t o n

S a n f o r d  M em or ia l  L i b r a r y  and  Museum t h a t  n o t e s  t h e

c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  S w ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  who s e t t l e d  a t  n e a r b y  
83New U p s a l a .  Even th o u g h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  g o n e ,  and  

t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  w i t h  th e m ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a  number o f  t h e i r  

d e s c e n d a n t s  r e m a i n i n g  i n  S a n f o r d ,  who a r e  bound  t o g e t h e r  by 

t h e i r  m em or ie s  o f  th e  Swedish  i m m ig r a n t  c o lo n y  a t  New 

U p s a l a .

83 P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  S w ed ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  F l o r i d a , "  p .  139; a n d  S m i th ,  "New U p s a l a  an d  F l o r i d a  
Swedish  S e t t l e r s . "



CHAPTER VIII

EPILOGUE

I t  i s  a s t r a n g e  t h i n g  t o  be a n  A m e r ic an ,  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  
im m i g r a n t s  o r  t h e  so n s  o f  im m i g r a n t s  a t  a  v e r y  s l i g h t  
r em ove .  Thus t h e  a r r i v a l  and s u b s e q u e n t  i n t e g r a t i o n  
o f  any  i m m ig r a n t  g ro u p ,  l a r g e  o r  s m a l l ,  i s  i n  some way 
t h e  s t o r y  o f  a l l  o f  u s  and  a way to  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  we 
h a v e  becom e . 1

Over one h u n d r e d  Sw edish  im m i g r a n t s  l e f t  t h e i r  

hom e land  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  and  1 8 8 0 ' s  to  s e t t l e  a t  New 

U p s a l a  w h e re  t h e y  s o u g h t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l 

a b l e  t o  them i n  Sweden. F o r  m os t  o f  them, t h i s  meant  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a new l i f e  b u t  one i n  w h ic h  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  

many h a r d s h i p s  a l o n g  t h e  way.  I n  many c a s e s ,  t h e y  f o u n d  th e  

l a n d  n o t  a s  f e r t i l e  a s  t h e y  had  b e e n  l e d  t o  e x p e c t ,  a n d  t h e  

w ork  o f  t u r n i n g  a  w i l d e r n e s s  i n t o  a  f a r m  to o  s t r e n u o u s .  

A n o t h e r  o b s t a c l e  t h a t  t h e y  fo u n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  overcome was 

h o m e s i c k n e s s  and  t h e i r  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  i n  

t h e i r  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  By s e t t l i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e i r  own 

n a t i o n a l  g ro u p ,  h o w ev er ,  t h e y  were  a b l e  to  h e l p  e ach  o t h e r  

combat  some o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s .  A lso  i m p o r t a n t  was t h e i r

■^Gerhard T. A l e x i s ,  "Sweden t o  M i n n e s o t a :  V i l h e l m
M o b e r g ' s  F i c t i o n a l  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  A m er ican  Q u a r t e r l y  18
( 1 9 6 6 ) :9 4 .
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a c c e p t a n c e  by  th e  S a n f o r d  community .  I n  1873,  Henry  S a n f o r d  

h a d  h i r e d  a  few I t a l i a n  l a b o r e r s  to  work  i n  h i s  g r o v e s ,  an d  

h o p e d  t h a t  t h e y  w ou ld  d e c i d e  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o v e r  

and  s e t t l e  a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o l o n y  o f  S i c i l i a .  I n s t e a d ,  

s e v e r a l  r a n  away and  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  w orked  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t im e  

o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  and t h e n  r e t u r n e d  to  I t a l y .  T h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  

was  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  an d  p r o b a b l y  t h i s  w as ,  i n  p a r t ,  due t o  t h e  

a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  community  and  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  t o w a r d  t h i s  

m i n o r i t y  g r o u p .  U n l i k e  t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  t h e  Swedes w e re  

r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  S a n f o r d .

I n  1880 ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land and  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company 

w e n t  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r o u b l e  t o  p r e p a r e  an  e x t e n s i v e  

a d v e r t i s i n g  cam paign  t o  i n d u c e  I t a l i a n  i m m ig r a n t s  t o  come t o  

S a n f o r d .  However,  t h e y  w e re  s t y m i e d  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  by l a c k  

o f  i n t e r e s t  on  th e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  t h e  I t a l i a n s  and Henry  

S a n f o r d .  The Company h a d  h o p e d  t o  s e c u r e  p r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  

an d  l a b o r e r s  who w ere  more f a m i l i a r  w i t h  c i t r u s  c u l t u r e  and  

a warmer c l i m a t e  t h a n  w e re  t h e  Sw ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s . F a i l i n g  

i n  i t s  p l a n  t o  b r i n g  i n  I t a l i a n  l a b o r e r s ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land 

and  C o l o n i z a t i o n  Company f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  number o f  S w ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  f rom  S to c k h o lm  i n  

1880 .  These  a d d i t i o n a l  s e t t l e r s  h e l p e d  s w e l l  t h e  number o f  

Swedes a t  New U p sa la  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  

c o l o n y ,  w h ic h  e n j o y e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

f ro m  1880 t o  1900. H e re  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  im m ig r a n t s
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were  " h e l d  t o g e t h e r  by t h e i r  common b a c k g r o u n d  and t h e i r
2

d i s t a n c e  f rom  i t . "

In  1 8 8 1 ,  a t  a  C h r i s t m a s  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  th e  S a n f o r d

town h a l l ,  one  h u n d r e d  f o r t y - f i v e  Sw ed ish  s e t t l e r s  g a t h e r e d

f o r  a  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r .  D ur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  

t h e y  h o n o r e d  H enry  S a n f o r d  f o r  t h e  many k i n d n e s s e s  a n d  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  t h a t  h e  had  shown i n  t h e i r  w e l f a r e .  I t  a p p e a r s  

t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  S w ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  who came t o  New 

U p s a l a  and r e m a i n e d  to  s e t t l e  t h e r e  a p p r o v e d  o f  Henry  

S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ' s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  b o t h  i n  b r i n g i n g  them t o  

F l o r i d a  and i n  w o rk in g  o u t  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t u a l  a g r e e m e n t .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h o s e  who w e r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  wha t  t h e y  

f o u n d  e i t h e r  r a n  away o r  l e f t  a f t e r  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  was  

c o m p l e t e d .  T h u s ,  t h e r e  was s o l i d  s u p p o r t  f o r  S a n f o r d  i n  t h e  

S w e d is h  community .

F. B. L i n d b e r g ,  who had  b e e n  one o f  t h e  e a r l y  r u n 

aw ays ,  was t h e  spokesman f o r  h i s  c o u n t ry m e n  on t h e  o c c a s i o n
3

o f  t h i s  r a r e  v i s i t  from S a n f o r d .  He p a i d  a  g lo w in g  t r i b u t e

to  t h e i r  b e n e f a c t o r  and  e n d ed  by s a y i n g :

. . . Ten y e a r s  ago y o u  s e n t  a n  a g e n t  t o  t h e  o l d  c o u n t r y
t o  p i c k  up a  few p e n n y l e s s  [ s i c ] E m i g r a n t s ,  t h e n  [ s i c ]  
w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  F l o r i d a ,  you i n d u c e d  th em  t o  s e t t l e ,  you
g a v e  them l a n d ,  you  p r o m i s e d  t h e m  work , an d  yo u  gave
th e m  i m p le m e n t s ,  y o u  c a r e d  f o r  them j u s t  a s  a F a t h e r

2
F r a n k l i n  D. S c o t t ,  S c a n d a n a v i a  (C am br idge ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  H a rv a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p .  282 .

"^Leo T. M ol loy ,  Henry  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d ,  1 8 2 3 - 1 8 9 1 ;
A B i o g r a p h y  (D e rby ,  C o n n e c t i c u t :  Bacon P r i n t i n g  C o . , HT52) ,
p"! 347
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w o u ld  c a r e  f o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  10  y e a r s  ago  w h e a re  [ s i x ]  
w i l d e r n e s s  o c c u p i e d  a r e  now s p r i n g i n g  up b e a u t i f u l  
O range  G roves  coining i n t o  b e i n g .  10 y e a r s  ago we w ere  
p e n n y l e s s  [ s i c ] now we h a v e  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  home 
s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  Orange t r e e s  and  s e m i - t r o p i c a l  f r u i t ;  
a l l  w i t h  y o u r  g r a t i t u d e .  . . .  We o f f e r  y o u  f o r  a l l  t h e  
b l e s s i n g s  and  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  you  h a v e  g i v e n  t o  us  
N o t h i n g  b u t  t h a n k s  and l o v e  f rom  o u r  H e a r t s .

I n  t h e  name o f  t h e  S c a n d a n a v i a n  P o p u l a t i o n  I  w i s h  you 
and  y o u r  F a m i l i e  [ s i c ]  a l l  t h e  g o o d n e s s  a  b l e s s i n g  God 
c an  b e s t o w  upon y o u . 4

T h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t i t u d e  came f rom  a g roup  o f  

im m ig r a n t s  who h a d  c h o s e n  t o  s e t t l e  i n  an  a r e a  v e r y  u n l i k e  

t h a t  o f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d .  Most o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  

C h r i s t m a s  g a t h e r i n g  h a d  a l r e a d y  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  "dog  y e a r s , "  

w h ich  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  d u r i n g  w h ich  t h e  

im m ig r a n t s  w e re  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l a b o r i n g  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  r a n k  o f  

t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e .  D u r in g  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a d  

l i t t l e  c h a n c e  f o r  a d v an c e m en t  u n t i l  h e  had  a c q u i r e d  some 

money and  know ledge  o f  t h e  A m er ican  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u s to m s .

F o r  t h e  f a r m e r ,  t h e  "d o g  y e a r s "  u s u a l l y  l a s t e d  u n t i l  h i s  

c r o p s  b e g a n  t o  pay  w e l l  enough  t o  c l e a r  h i s  i n i t i a l  d e b t s  

and  b u i l d  h i s  f a m i l y  a  d e c e n t  h o u s e .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  " d o g  y e a r s "  was l a r g e l y  

econom ic ,  i t s  m ain  e f f e c t  was p s y c h o l o g i c a l .  F o r  t h e  

Swedish  f a m i l i e s  a t  New U p s a l a  i t  was e a s i e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

t h e  "dog  y e a r s "  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  a  c o l o n y  o f

^F .  B. L i n d b e r g  t o  H. S.  S a n f o r d ,  December ,  1881,  
S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  Box 55 ,  f o l d e r  7.

5 oD o ro th y  B u r t o n  S k a r d a l , The D i v i d e d  H e a r t
( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p p .  2 5 7 -2 5 8 .
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t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l i t y ,  and  h e r e  t h e  e f f o r t  r e q u i r e d  t o  

a d j u s t  was n o t  a s  g r e a t  a s  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e l s e w h e r e .

T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  a d j u s t m e n t ,  w h ic h  e v e r y  newcomer e x p e r i e n c e d ,  

d i f f e r e d  " d e p e n d i n g  on  t h e  age  o f  t h e  community  he came t o ,  

i t s  s i z e  and  c o m p a c t n e s s ,  i t s  i s o l a t i o n  f rom  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

A m er ican  s o c i e t y ,  and  how much community  l i f e  h a d  b e e n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o l d - c o u n t r y  p a t t e r n s . "  Even th o u g h  New 

U p s a l a  was a  r u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  

i m m i g r a n t s  h e r e  w e re  A m e r i c a n i z e d  f a i r l y  r a p i d l y  b e c a u s e  o f  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  A m e r ic an s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  w ork .  P e r h a p s  

t h i s  h e l p s  e x p l a i n  why t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church  was a b l e  t o  

a t t r a c t  a l a r g e r  m em bersh ip  t h a n  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C hurch ,  w h ic h  

was t h e  s t a t e  c h u r c h  o f  Sweden a n d  w h e re  t h e i r  n a t i v e  

l a n g u a g e  was u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s ,  and  

why P u b l i c  S c h o o l  F i f t y - O n e  o f  Orange  Coun ty  was f o r c e d  to  

c l o s e  b e c a u s e  t h e  S w e d ish  p u p i l s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  

i n  S a n f o r d .

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  " d o g  y e a r s "  w e re  h a r d e s t  on  t h e  

s e t t l e r s  whose  p e r i o d  o f  p h y s i c a l  and  m e n t a l  e f f o r t  was t h e  

l o n g e s t .  A l l  newcomers  t o  A m er ica  h a d  t o  work  h a r d e r  d u r i n g  

t h e s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d .  Here  

t h e  s e t t l e r s  w e re  o f t e n  f a c e d  w i t h  " i n h u m a n ly  h e a v y  l a b o r  

w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o o l s  a n d  n o n e x i s t e n t  h e l p . " ^  The p r i c e

6Ibid., p. 79.
^Ibid., p . 259.
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p a i d  f o r  t h i s  l a b o r ,  by  b o t h  men and women, was  p r e m a t u r e  

o l d  a g e .  I n  some c a s e s ,  o v e rw o rk  and  p o o r  h o u s i n g  a l s o  l e d  

t o  s i c k n e s s  an d ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  d e a t h .  Most  o f  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  

w ere  u s e d  t o  h a r d  w ork ,  and  s i c k n e s s  t h e y  p u t  up w i t h ,  " b u t  

l e a r n i n g  t o  f e e l  a t  home i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  so u n l i k e  t h e i r
g

n a t i v e  one  p r o v e d  t o  be  much more d i f f i c u l t . "

T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  f o r  t h e  New U p s a l a  Swedes

b e c a u s e  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  and  w e a t h e r  w ere  so d i f f e r e n t  f ro m

w ha t  t h e y  were  a c c u s t o m e d  t o .  At f i r s t ,  t h i s  p r o b a b l y  l e d

t o  a f e e l i n g  o f  d e s o l a t i o n  and  h o m e s i c k n e s s  f o r  t h a t  w i t h

w h ich  t h e y  were  f a m i l i a r .  I t  i s  a l s o  known t h a t  t h e

im m i g r a n t s  who came t o  work  f o r  Henry  S a n f o r d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f

1871 f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  s h o u l d  be

s h o r t e n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  w e a t h e r .  At t h e  t im e  t h a t

t h e y  s e n t  S a n f o r d  a p e t i t i o n ,  t h e y  h a d  o n l y  s u f f e r e d  f ro m

t h e  s t r o n g  w in d s  and  h a d  n o t  y e t  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  summer 
9

h e a t .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  h o m e s i c k n e s s  and  d e s o l a t i o n  

u s u a l l y  was p r e v a l e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  "dog y e a r s "  when e v e r y t h i n g  

e l s e  was s t r a n g e ,  f o r  some im m i g r a n t s  i t  c o n t i n u e d  o r  

r e o c c u r r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r .

F o r  m o s t  i m m i g r a n t s ,  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  i n  

A m er ica  m ean t  t h e  abandonm ent  o f  t h e i r  o l d - w o r l d  h e r i t a g e .  

They e s t a b l i s h e d  a  way o f  l i f e  t h a t  was u n i q u e l y  t h e i r s ,

8 I b i d . , p .  261.

^"Petitions from Swedes, 1871-1881," December 11,
1871, Sanford Papers, Box 55, folder 7.
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n e i t h e r  E u r o p e a n  n o r  A m er ican  b u t  composed  o f  e l e m e n t s  from

b o t h .  " N a t u r a l l y  enough ,  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  w i s h e d  to

make and  k e e p  t h e i r  new e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  l i k e

t h e  o l d . " ^  However,  t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  d i d  n o t  s h a r e

t h e  same d e s i r e .  Soon, " m o s t  o f  t h e  o l d  f o l k s  who w a n t e d

e v e r y t h i n g  Sw edish  l a y  i n  t h e  g r a v e y a r d  and  m o s t  o f  t h e

young  p e o p l e  had  gone  t h e i r  own w a y s . " 3 '*' I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o

t r a c e  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o r  abandonm ent  o f  " c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  by

t h e  ty p e  o f  a r t i f a c t s  b r o u g h t  from t h e  Old  W orld ,  w h ic h

became k e e p s a k e s  a n d  h e i r l o o m s  i n  t h e  new c o u n t r y ,  an d  t h e

e x i s t e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  o f  c u s to m s  and  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  
12o r  c o m m u n i ty .” O f t e n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  one  spoke  was a

r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  m e a s u re m e n t  o f  h i s  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  t h e

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e r e  were  o f t e n  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  who k e p t

a l l  th e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n s  a l i v e  and t h o s e  who sp o k e  o n l y

E n g l i s h  a t  home a n d  a d o p t e d  A m erican  ways a s  f a s t  a s  t h e y

c o u l d  be d i s c o v e r e d .  D i s s e n s i o n  c o u l d  o f t e n  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e

l o c a l  c h u r c h  s u p p e r s  and  i n  t h o s e  who v i e w e d  s u c h
13i n n o v a t i o n s  a s  a s a c r i l e g e .  T h i s  was  t h e  c a s e  a t  New 

U p s a l a  when t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church  was  o r g a n i z e d  and  t o o k

3 ^ S k a r d a l ,  The D i v i d e d  H e a r t , p .  106.

X1 I b i d .

1 2 I b i d . , p .  98 .

1 3 I b i d . ,  p .  108.
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w i t h  i t  a  number o f  s e t t l e r s  who h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  

L u t h e r a n  C h u rc h .  T h e se  w e re  p e o p l e  who p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  

E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .

The f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  im m i g r a n t s  h a d  an e m o t i o n a l  

a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e ,  and  r a r e l y  w e re  t h o s e  

who h a d  e m i g r a t e d  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a s  a d u l t s  a b l e  t o  m a s t e r  

E n g l i s h  so t h e y  spoke  i t  w i t h o u t  an  a c c e n t .  Even t h o s e  who 

l e a r n e d  E n g l i s h  q u i t e  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  a s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  o f  b u s i n e s s .  Some s p o k e  E n g l i s h  so p o o r l y  t h a t  

t h e y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w e re  e m b a r r a s s e d .  F o r  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was d i f f e r e n t .  Even t h o s e  who grew 

up i n  e x c l u s i v e l y  S c a n d i n a v i a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  w ere  u s u a l l y  

b i l i n g u a l  an d ,  i f  n o t ,  t h e y  became so when t h e y  e n t e r e d  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  T h e i r  p a r e n t s  and  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  them t o  be  f l u e n t  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e i r  new 

l a n d .  I f  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  to  g e t  a h e a d  i n  A m e r ic a ,  t h e y  m u s t  

n o t  be  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  "dumb Swedes"  o r  " d i r t y  f o r e i g n e r s . " ^

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  many a r e a s  i n  w h ich  t h e  

a d j u s t m e n t  t o  a  new c u l t u r e  t o o k  p l a c e .  The ch an g e  i n  

l a n g u a g e  was j u s t  o n e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  

homes im m i g r a n t s  made l i t t l e  a t t e m p t  t o  f o l l o w  o l d - w o r l d  

p a t t e r n s .  As s o o n  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e i r  

f i r s t  s h a c k s ,  i m m ig r a n t  f a r m e r s  a l m o s t  a lw a y s  c o n s t r u c t e d

■^Ibid. , p . 90 .
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f ram e  h o u s e s  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s . ^  T h i s  

t r a i t  c a n  be n o t e d  i n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  a  t y p i c a l  New U p sa la  

s e t t l e r ' s  h o u s e  w h ich  c a n  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  a p p e n d i x e s .

House f u r n i s h i n g s  were  u s u a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  

t y p i c a l l y  A m e r ic an .  M ost  im m i g r a n t s  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  to  

b r i n g  t h e i r  f u r n i t u r e  w i t h  them f ro m  Sweden, even  i f  i t  had  

b e en  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t .  I n  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t s ,  " t h e  c r u d e  

t a b l e s ,  c h a i r s ,  and  b e d s  which  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  

b u i l t  w e r e  o n l y  a s  good  a s  h i s  m a t e r i a l s  an d  s k i l l s  made 

p o s s i b l e ;  t h e r e  was n e v e r  a t h o u g h t  to  make t h e  f u r n i t u r e
1 filo o k  l i k e  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  l e f t  b e h i n d . "  At  New U p s a l a ,  

t h e r e  w e re  a  number  o f  s k i l l e d  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by 

t h e i r  w ork  on t h e  E p i s c o p a l ,  L u t h e r a n ,  an d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h e s .  With  t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y ,  i f  t h e  

t im e  p r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  t h e y  f a s h i o n e d  was  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t  f o u n d  e l s e w h e r e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

u s u a l l y  when a  f a m i l y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  f u r n i t u r e  i t  b o u g h t  t h a t  

w h ich  was t y p i c a l l y  A m e r ic an .

A l t h o u g h  i t  was u s u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  

e x p e n s e  and  l a c k  o f  s p a c e ,  to  b r i n g  any f u r n i t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  

th e  i n e v i t a b l e  "A m er ica  c h e s t , "  s m a l l e r  i t e m s  o f  h o u s e h o l d  

goods w e r e  b r o u g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  o c e a n  and f r e q u e n t l y  a p p e a r e d  

i n  i m m i g r a n t s '  homes.  Those  m o s t  commonly s e e n  w e r e :

15Ibid., p. 249.
16Ibid., p. 250.
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c o p p e r  k e t t l e s ,  wooden b a s k e t s ,  handwoven l i n e n s  a n d  w oo len

b e d - c o v e r s ,  a n d ,  above  a l l ,  t h e  h e a v y  wooden c h e s t s ,

m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  i n  w h ich  goods  h a d  b e e n  p a c k e d  f o r  t h e  
17l o n g  j o u r n e y .  However,  once  c o n d i t i o n s  made i t  p o s s i b l e

t o  h ave  a b e t t e r  home and  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  t h e  few o b j e c t s

b r o u g h t  f rom  t h e  o l d  c o u n t r y  w e re  o f t e n  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e

b a s e m e n t  o r  a t t i c .

A n o t h e r  a r e a  w here  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  s ee  t h e

i m m i g r a n t ' s  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  h i s  new c o u n t r y  was i n  t h e

d e c i s i o n  t o  e i t h e r  ch an g e  o r  s i m p l i f y  t h e  s p e l l i n g  o r

p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  h i s  name. U n t i l  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  when t h e

S w ed ish  Government e n c o u r a g e d  Swedes to  m a n u f a c t u r e  new

f a m i l y  names ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  l a s t  name i n  t h e  c o u n t r y

en d e d  i n  " s o n "  o r  " d a t t e r , "  w h ic h  p r o v e d  t o  b e  q u i t e  
18c o n f u s i n g .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  when a young man e n t e r e d  m i l i t a r y

s e r v i c e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  t h e  i e n v i t a b l e  mixup t h a t  w ou ld

o c c u r  when a t y p i c a l  company h a d  t e n  A n d e r s s o n ' s ,  t e n

E r s s o n ' s ,  t e n  L a r s s o n ' s ,  e t c . ,  h e  was i s s u e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h
19c l o t h i n g  and  w e ap o n s ,  a  new name. O f t e n  t h i s  r e f e r r e d  to  

h i s  m i l i t a r y  p ro w e s s  o r  was a  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  f rom

1 7 I b i d . , p .  250 .

1 8 I b i d . , p p .  2 5 0 -2 5 1 .
19 J e a n n e  Eddy W e s t i n ,  F i n d i n g  Your R o o ts  (Los 

A n g e l e s :  J .  B. T a r c h e r ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  P • 24.
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20w h ic h  he  came. When c o n d i t i o n s  i n  A m er ica  made i t

n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e c i d e  upon a  p e r m a n e n t  f a m i l y  name, t h e r e  w e re

s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f r o m  which  t o  c h o o s e .  Those  who

p r e f e r r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  o l d - w o r l d  h e r i t a g e  k e p t  t h e i r

S w ed ish  g i v e n  an d  f a m i l y  names,  w h i l e  t h o s e  who s o u g h t  t o

become r e p i d l y  A m e r i c a n i z e d  a d o p t e d  E n g l i s h  names f o r
21t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  how many o f  t h e  New U p s a l a  Swedes c h o se  t o  change  

t h e i r  n am es .

From comments made by s e c o n d  and  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  who s e t t l e d  a t  New U p s a l a ,  i t

a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e s e  S w ed ish  f a m i l i e s  were  a n x i o u s  t o  become

A m e r i c a n i z e d  as  r a p i d l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and  k e p t  few o f  t h e
22o l d - w o r l d  cu s to m s  and  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h e i r  r a p i d  a d j u s t m e n t  

t o  S a n f o r d  and  A m e r ic an  l i f e  i s  e v i d e n c e d  by  t h e i r  a b a n d o n 

ment  o f  t h e  S w ed ish  s t a t e  c h u rc h  f o r  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rch ,  t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

r e c e i v e  an  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e i r  u se  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  and  

t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  n dog y e a r s . "

I n  t h e  S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  t h e  Swedes w e re  f r e q u e n t l y  

p r a i s e d  f o r  t h e i r  t h r i f t  a n d  h a r d  w o rk  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y

20 C a r l - E r i k  J o h a n s s o n ,  C r a d l e d  i n  Sweden: A
P r a c t i c a l  Guide  t o  G e n e a l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h  i n  Swedish  R e c o rd s  
(Logan ,  U ta h :  E v e r t o n  P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  4 0 .

^ S k a r d a l ,  The D i v i d e d  H e a r t , p .  257 .
22 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  E u n i c e  T y n e r  M a r t i n ,  S a n f o r d ,  

F l o r i d a ,  March, 1979 .
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y e a r s  i n  H enry  S a n f o r d ' s  s e r v i c e .  E v i d e n t l y ,  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d

to  be  good  w o r k e r s  b e c a u s e  a  number o f  Swedes w e re  s t i l l
23l i s t e d  on  t h e  B e l a i r  p a y r o l l  a s  l a t e  a s  1891 .  New U p s a l a  

s t o o d  a s  a  symbol o f  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  a s  p r o o f  

t h a t  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  h a d  f o u n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  were  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  when t h e y  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  a b andon  t h e i r  

h o m e la n d .  As J .  B. L i n d b e r g  s t a t e d  t o  Henry  S a n f o r d  i n  

1881:

We w e re  p o o r  and  f r i e n d l e s s  when we came h e r e .  You w ere  
l i k e  one  k i n d  f a t h e r  t o  u s :  you  gave  us  work  a n d  homes,
an d  now, l o o k  a r o u n d  you ,  A l l  a r e  p r o s p e r o u s ,  t h e  l a n d  
y o u  gave  us  i s  one l a r g e  o r a n g e  g r o v e .  Not  a Swede h a s  
r e q u e s t e d  o r  r e c e i v e d  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e .  . . .24

I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Sw ed ish  im m i g r a n t s  who 

s e t t l e d  a t  New U p s a l a ,  a l t h o u g h  a t  t i m e s  f a c e d  w i t h  h a r d 

s h i p s  and  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  w e re  n o t  among t h o s e  who f e l t  t h a t

" ' I f  I  h a d  known, I  s h o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  d a r e d ' "  t o  make t h e
25d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  home. To be  s u r e ,  t h e y  o f t e n  c a r r i e d  

h e a v y  b u r d e n s  a n d  w e re  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  fo u n d ,  

b u t  t h e y  w e re  a d a p t a b l e  t o  A m er ican  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  h a d  t h e  

a b i l i t y  and  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  work  h a r d .  They came t o  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  s t a y ,  and  became A m e r i c a n i z e d  more q u i c k l y

23 " B u s i n e s s  R e c o r d s - - S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s - - F l o r i d a - -  
B e l a i r  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n ,  1 8 9 1 - 1 8 9 4 , "  1891, S a n f o r d  P a p e r s ,  
Box 45 ,  f o l d e r  5 .

24 I v a r  F.  P e a r s o n ,  " E a r l y  Sw ed ish  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a , "  S w ed ish  P i o n e e r  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  18
( 1 9 6 7 ) : 1 3 5 .

^Skardal, The Divided Heart, p. 257.
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2 6t h a n  an y  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t y .  Even t h o u g h  t h e  " G r e a t  

F r e e z e "  o f  1894-1895  d e s t r o y e d  t h e i r  g r o v e s ,  many c h o s e  t o  

b e g i n  a g a i n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e re  now s e c u r e  enough  t o  l e a v e  

t h e  Sw ed ish  community  and  once  a g a i n  s e e k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

t h a t  w e re  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

A f t e r  1900,  New U p s a l a  l o s t  i t s  i d e n t i t y  a s  a  

S w ed ish  community .  From 1870 u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  had  s e r v e d  

a s  a g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  S w ed ish  i m m i g r a n t s  who h a d  

c h o s e n  t h e  a l i e n  s e t t i n g  o f  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  i n  w h ic h  t o  p u t  

down t h e i r  r o o t s .  H ere  t h e y  h a d  s e c u r e d  l a n d ,  b u i l t  homes,  

r a i s e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r a n g e  g r o v e s  t h a t  

f l o u r i s h e d ,  and  s e e n  f r i e n d s  and  f a m i l y  members b u r i e d  i n  

t h e  r e s t f u l  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  Sw ed ish  c e m e t e r y .  G r a d u a l l y ,  

t h e s e  im m i g r a n t s  and  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  became F l o r i d i a n s ,  and  

Sweden,  w i t h  i t s  l i f e  s t y l e ,  l a n g u a g e ,  and  c u s to m s ,  was o n l y  

a d i s t a n t  m e m o r y - - r e c a l l e d  by o n l y  a  few.  T h e se  Sw ed ish  

im m i g r a n t s  w e re  now A m e r i c a n s .

o c.
C a r l  W i t t k e ,  We Who B u i l t  A m e r ic a :  The Saga o f

t h e  Em migran t  (Ann A rb o r !  C u s h i n g - M a l l o y , 1 9 5 8 ) ,  p . 272 .
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Source: G a y l o r d  W atson ,  e d . , W a t s o n ' s  New County  
R a i l r o a d  and  D i s t a n c e  Map o f  F l o r i d a ,  n .  p . , 
1875," n . p .
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S o u r c e :  George  W oolwor th  C o l t o n ,  C o l t o n ' s  New S e c t i o n a l
Map o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  P o r t i o n " o f  F l o r i d a  (New York : 
G. W. & C. B. C o l t o n  & Co. ,  1 8 8 2 ) ,  n . p .
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S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Im m ig r a n t s  f rom  Denmark, 
Norway, and  Sweden i n  F l o r i d a

F o r e i g n - b o r n  S c a n d a n a v i a n  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  F l o r i d a - - ! ! . S . Census  1870

Denmark

40

Norway

16

Sweden

30

T o t a l  S c a n d a n a v i a n  P o p u l a t i o n

86

T o t a l  S t a t e  P o p u l a t i o n  

18 7 ,7 4 8

F o r e i g n - b o r n  S c a n d a n a v i a n  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  F l o r i d a - - U . S . Census  1890

Denmark

105

Norway

179

Sweden

529

T o t a l  S c a n d a n a v i a n  P o p u l a t i o n  

813

T o t a l  S t a t e  P o p u l a t i o n  

39 1 ,4 2 2

S o u r c e :  K e n d r i c  C h a r l e s  Babcock ,  The S c a n d a n a v i a n  E lem e n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  (U rb an a :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o£ I l l i n o i s ,  1914; r e p r i n t  e d . ,
New York: Arno P r e s s  and  t h e  New York T im es ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  2 1 1 -2 1 2 ,
T a b l e s  3, 4.
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Swedish Stock in Florida, by Nativity and Parentage--1920

T o t a l  Sw ed ish  
S to c k

Born  i n  
Sweden T o t a l

N a t i v e  Born  o f  
B o th  P a r e n t s  

Sw ed ish

Sw ed ish  o r  Mixed 
F a t h e r  
Sw ed ish

P a r e n t s
M other
Sw ed ish

2 ,9 4 7 1 ,4 2 2 1 ,5 2 5 784 496 245

S o u r c e :  F l o r e n c e  E d i t h  J a n s o n ,  The B ack g ro u n d  o f  Sw ed ish  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  1840-1930
(C h ic a g o :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icago  P r e s s ,  1931; r e p r i n t  e d . ; New
York: Arno P r e s s  and  t h e  New York T i m e s , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  504 ,  T a b l e  8 .

N o te :  F l o r i d a  h a d  more Swedes t h a n  any  o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e .  " I n  F l o r i d a ,  t h e
number o f  S w e d i s h - b o r n  i n c r e a s e d  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  c e n t u r y  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, a  d e v e lo p m e n t  n o t  e q u a l l e d  by any  o t h e r  s t a t e .  
From a b o u t  30 i n  1870,  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Sw ed ish  b i r t h  r o s e  t o  560 i n  
1900,  an d  t h e n  t o  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0  i n  1930 a n d  1940,  a b o u t  3 ,5 0 0  i n  1950, some 
6 ,3 0 0  i n  1960,  and  6 ,6 0 0  i n  1 9 7 0 . "  A l l a n  K a s t r u p ,  The Sw ed ish  H e r i t a g e  
i n  A m er ica  ( S t .  P a u l ,  M i n n e s o t a :  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  P u b l i s h i n g  Company,
1 9 7 5 ) ,  p p .  5 9 2 - 5 9 3 .
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SEMINOLE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

IN THE MATTER OF THE DISSOLUTION : PROCEEDING UNDER
OF THE CHURCH LOCATED AT UPSALA,
IN SEMINOLE COUNTY, FLORIDA, : F .  S. 6 1 7 .1 3
known a s  t h e  S w ed ish  L u t h e r a n  
S o c i e t y  o f  U p s a l a ,  Orange :
C ounty ,  F l o r i d a .

ORDER OF DISSOLUTION 
AND FOR TRANSFER OF PROPERTY

And now t h i s  day coining t o  b e  h e a r d  upon t h e  

p e t i t i o n  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  t r a n s f e r  o f  p r o p e r t y  

t h e r e o f ,  s i g n e d  by  K a r l  G. S o d e rb lo m ,  p e t i t i o n e r ,  a n d  i t  

h a v i n g  b e e n  d u ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

above  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  r e f e r r e d  to  i n  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  h a s  c e a s e d  and  f a i l e d  to  m a i n t a i n  r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h i p  

and  s e r v i c e s  and t o  u s e  i t s  p r o p e r t y  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h i p  

an d  s e r v i c e s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  t e n a n t s ,  u s a g e s  and  c u s to m s  o f  

a  c h u r c h  o f  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  i t  i s  a  member i n  t h i s  

S t a t e ,  f o r  t h e  s p a c e  o f  two c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r i o r  to  t h e  d a t e  o f  f i l i n g  o f  s a i d  p e t i t i o n  b e f o r e  t h i s  

C o u r t ,  and  t h a t  i t s  m em bersh ip  has  so  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  numbers  

a n d  i n  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g t h  a s  t o  r e n d e r  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  

s u c h  c h u r c h  t o  m a i n t a i n  r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h i p  o r  s e r v i c e s  and t o  

p r o t e c t  i t s  p r o p e r t y  from e x p o s u r e  t o  w a s t e  a n d  d i l a p i d a t i o n  

f o r  s a i d  p e r i o d  o f  two y e a r s .
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THEREUPON IT IS CONSIDERED, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED AS

f o l l o w s :

a .  T h a t  s a i d  c h u r c h ,  known as t h e  Swedish  L u t h e r a n  

S o c i e t y  o f  U p s a l a ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  O ra n g e  C o u n ty ,  F l o r i d a ,  now 

o f  S e m in o le  C ou n ty ,  F l o r i d a ,  b e ,  a n d  i t  i s  h e r e b y ,  deemed 

and t a k e n  a s  e x t i n c t .

b .  S a i d  c h u rc h  o r  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  i s  h e r e b y  

d i s s o l v e d .

c .  The p r o p e r t y  o f  s a i d  c h u r c h  o r  s o c i e t y  a n d  a l l

t h e  p r o p e r t y  w h ic h  may b e  h e l d  i n  t r u s t  f o r  such  c h u r c h  o r

s o c i e t y  i n c l u d i n g  th e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  i n

Sem in o le  C oun ty ,  F l o r i d a ,  v i z :

B e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  l a n d  o c c u p i e d  
by  E. Hermanson a n d  r u n n i n g  th e n c e  West 10 c h a i n s  
t o  a  s t a k e ,  t h e n c e  N or th  5 c h a i n s  t o  a s t a k e ,  t h e n c e  
E a s t  6 c h a i n s ,  t h e n c e  S o u t h  2% c h a i n s ,  t h e n c e  E a s t  4 
c h a i n s ,  t h e n c e  S o u t h  2% c h a i n s  to  p o i n t  o f  
b e g i n n i n g ,  b e i n g  4 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  m ore  o r  l e s s ,

and  t h e  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  t h e r e o n  a n d  a l l  t h e  c o n t e n t s

t h e r e o f  b e ,  and  i t  i s  h e r e b y ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o ,  and t h e  t i t l e

and  p o s s e s s i o n  t h e r e o f  v e s t e d  i n ,  t h e  B o ard  o f  Home M i s s i o n s

o f  t h e  S w ed ish  L u t h e r a n  A u g u s t a n a  Synod, h a v i n g  i t s  n a t i o n a l

h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t :  2445 P a r k  Avenue, M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a ,

o f  w h ic h  synod ,  s a i d  c h u r c h  o r  s o c i e t y ,  known as  t h e  Sw ed ish

L u t h e r a n  S o c i e t y  o f  U p s a l a ,  Orange County ,  F l o r i d a ,  now

S e m in o le  C ounty ,  F l o r i d a ,  was a member.
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DONE AND ORDERED a t  O r l a n d o ,  F l o r i d a ,  t h i s  1 3 th  day 

o f  A u g u s t ,  A.D. 1946.

(SIGNED)________ M. B. SMITH____________
J u d g e

S o u r c e :  S e m in o le  C oun ty  R ec o rd s  O f f i c e ,  S a n f o r d ,
F l o r i d a ,  M arch ,  1979,  n . p .
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^ C o u r t e s y  o f  B e t t y e  D. S m i th ,  S a n f o r d ,  F l o r i d a ,  
p r e s e n t e d  t o  w r i t e r ,  March,  1979.
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S t e d t  F am i ly  Home 
a t  New U p s a l a



P u b l i c  S c h o o l  F i f t y - O n e  
o f  Orange  Coun ty



New U p s a l a  L u t h e r a n  Church



G a t h e r i n g  o f  New U p s a l a  Swedes and  O t h e r  
Swedes f ro m  N e arb y  Communit ies  a t  

t h e  New U p s a l a  Church
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New U p s a l a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church



P a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  t h e  New U p sa la  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church



S w ed ish  D e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  New U p s a l a  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church
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L.  d e W . n n e ,  A r i i s t

H o \ .  I I i . n h y  S m a / r o x  S a x i ' o i s i s  S.. L. I). 

1865

C o p y  o f  a  p o r t r a i t  o k  H e n r y  S h e l t o n  S a n f o r d .  H e  w a s

F O R T Y - F O L ' R  Y E A R S  O L 1 )  A T  T H E  T L V K

S o u r c e :  R i c h a r d  J .  Amundson, "H enry  S. S a n f o r d  and
L a b o r  P r o b le m s  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  Orange 
I n d u s t r y ,  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  42
( 1 9 6 5 ) : n . p .
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