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For four months, one student
works day and night fishing
for salmon on ar
Alaskan island

FEATURES, 5

Gay like me

The third installment of our
Six-part series, Walking In
the Shoes of Others, looks at
a perspective of a gay
student on campus

OPINIONS, 4

Check out this
week’s comics.

OPINIONS, 4

MT travels to
Louisville

After last season's 58-42
defeat at the hands of the
Cardinals, the Blue Raiders
are looking for revenge.

SPORTS, 7

Alumni Drive from Blue Raider
Drive to Friendship Street will
be closed for the fall semester
for road improvements. With the
closing of Alumni, there will be
no access to the Library parking
lot. During the construction
period, the northern part of
the parking lot by the Honors
Building will be changed from
green to white. The southern
end of the lot by Ezell Hall will
remain green for students. You
will not be able to access the
campus via Womack Lane.

Due to construction, several lots
have been rezoned. All legal
parking areas are designated

by signs, painted stripes, or
other marks. Be sure to check
the posted signs BEFORE you
park your automobile. If it is not
marked, don't park!

For more information, visit

www.mtsu.edu/~parking
Pl
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Rutherford County Emergency Management and other agencies met at the MTSU police station to investigate a sus-
pect for the fires in Miss Mary Hall and the threatening e-malls. All classes were canceled Thursday due to the threat.

Dorm fires, threatening
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THREATS, PAGE 2

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

!
‘ An MTSU freshman has been
| arrested and charged with ter-
| rorism and arson in connection
I with the e-mail threats and fires
| that canceled classes at MTSU
| Thursday.
Rutherford County Police ap-
prehended 19-year-old Justin
Davis, a
' pre-pro-
fessional
dental
hygiene
major
and Miss
Mary
rc\idcnl.
shortly
after
5 p.m. on Thursday. Davis is be-
ing charged with three different
counts of arson and one count of
terrorism.

MTSU canceled classes be-
cause students and three campus
police employees received anon-
ymous threatening e-mails on
Wednesday, Oct.8. The e-mails
were followed by a series of three
fires on campus, including one
in Miss Mary Resident Hall.

Campus police brought Davis
in to talk about his roommate,
who they suspected was involved
with one of the incidents.

Peaster said that Davis began
giving statements to detectives of

Justin Davis

ARREST, PAGE 2

Oct. 8, 2:58 p.m.

A third-floor kitchen fire
is reported by the Miss
Mary Hall front desk.

Oct. 8, 7:81 p.m.

A second fire is reported
on the third floorkitchenin

Mary Hall.
Oct.9,6:48 a.m.

IS THRT |

THE EVEN|
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The fire alarm is pulled in
Miss Mary Hall.

Oct. 9, 11:88 a.m.

MTSU sends an e-mail
alert that threatening e-
mails had been received by
campus officials.

Oct. 9, 12:88 a.m.

Al MTSU classes are can-

celed for the remainder of
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{ g | 28
4 r |

the week.MTSU facultyand
staff are asked to resume
office hours as normal.

0ct. 9, 1:867 p.m.

Pi Kappy Rhi fraternity
holds “Pie-RA-Kapp” out-
side of the KUC. President
Sidney McPhee joins in on

the festivities.

0ct. 9, 3:58 p.m.
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with a bond'of $500,068.

3] press confefem:e’ is
held at tiie Murphy Center
parkinglot.
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Oct. 9,5:.,‘ p.m.

Justin Dapvis is arrested |

on two counts of arson and
one of terrorism and taken

Peck Hall evacuated for suspicious

By BYRON WILKES

Community News |

Authorities called for an evacua

tion of Peck Hall Wednesday morn

so that a hazardous materials

Ing

unit could inspect a suspicious

package—Iater reported to contain
paper towels—found near a bicycle
rack

Some people said it was a towel,

just honestly couldn’t take

that it

but we
the chance could have been
something else,” said Randy Weiler
of MTSU News and Public Affairs.
We are

first.

just trying to put safety

after a
which

['he threat came days

e-mail
MTSU administration

threatening con-

vinced the

to cancel classes prematurely before
fall break.

After what happened last Thurs-

day, I think today was just more pre-
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ophomore chemistry major

Iwo hazardous materials units,
accompanied by three fire engines,
two squad cars and an ambulance,
answered the call after a potential
threat established, showing

the seriousness with which MTSU

Wds

and Murfreesboro authorities ap-
proached the situation following
this past week’s e-mail threat.

“I thought they handled it very
well,” said Jordan Fenton, freshman
recording industry major.

MTSU officials originally can-
celed class for the remainder of the
day until officials determined that
the package posed no threat to ei-
ther students or faculty and that
use of the building could continue
safely.

“We are going to leave some tape

SUBSTANCE, PAGE 2

Photo by editor
Rutherford County Hazardous Materials Unit secures the area near Peck Hall.

Alex Moorman, assistant news ed

4
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College radio to host benefit

By DAN POTTER

Statf W

MTSU's student-run radio
station will host its fall bene-
fit concert tonight at Club 527
on West Main Street.

['he Zombie Bazooka Patrol
will headline tonight's show at
Club 527, which benefits local
college-radio station WMTS.

WMTS Murfreesboro will
play host to performances
by Nashville groups Canon
Blue, Cactus’s, the Champion
and his Burning Flame and
Murfreesboro’s own Zombie
Bazooka Patrol.

“We put the lineup this way
to ensure a pretty good mix,”
said Elaine Pearce, WMTS
promotions director.

Canon Blue is “a little Ra
\;al()hx'.l\! i\h,h Pearce said
noting the band just returned
[ il( VIt
1‘I; over there,” she said

Zombie Bazooka Patro
guitarist Kevin “Toxi
lerv satd WMTS has dos

lot for the group

from tour in Europe. *

:\!-l\k'\l !l\(' on '}‘k
2006.

I'he two shows 1
i‘t‘ll'\'\d‘ On 88

o ¢
WETC reallv t

| CASIND NIGHT

700 pm

700 pm

JUB Tennessee Room

Tuesday, November 4
SWAP DAY @ THE KUC

JUB Tennessee Room

The Zombie Bazooka Patrol will

5.00 pm

NPHC STEP SHOW
Murphy Center

7:30 pm

!

Rec Center
4:30 pm

Friday, November 7
CHILI COOK-OFF
Murphy Center Lawn

1K

lllery said.
WMTS

the enemy and we

Voltron,”

WMTS is the legs.
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to play its

le 1t recerves
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headline tonight’s show at Club 527, which benefits WMTS.

Pearce said. “This money
also goes toward promoting
the station through apparel,
stickers and other events.”
WMTS has wrestled with
a spat of technical issues this
semester, ranging from soft-
ware glitches to underground
cables being cut by construc
tion on campus. The station
broadcasts from the Learn
ing Resources Center, and is

DJ'ed by MTSL

Humni.

students and

SHTIOW IS

I8-and-
m. Lover

Mddie Tennessee Biud

100D am |
RAIDER WALK
Walnut Growe

12:30 pm

2.30 pm

Student Government Association Presents:

HOMECOMING 2008

MTSU v. UL - MONROE
Hoyd Stadum

THREATS
FROM PAGE 1
consideration
when they made the decision
to cancel classes.

According to MT Associ
ate Vice President Tonjanita
Johnson, MTSU sent out e-
mails Wednesday to alert stu-
dents of the threat and also
sent follow-up e-mails Thurs-
day. MTSU Alert4U sent text
messages to those students
and faculty signed up for the
service warning of the threat.

Some students, however,
told Sidelines they did not re-
ceive the text message when it
was initially sent out.

“It was decided by the Cri-
sis Council—which includes
President Sydney McPhee—
at their 8 o’ clock meeting
that the emergency messages
would have to be sent out,”
said Lucinda Lea, vice presi-
dent of the information and
technology division.

Jerry Moorton, freshman
recording industry, was one
of several students Sidelines
questioned who said he didn't
receive an alert. Moorton said

ARREST
FROM PAGE 1

nected—into

his own free will that led po-
lice to charge him with the
crime, attributing probable
cause.

“We believe at this point
that he is connected with
both [the e-mails and fires],”

Peaster said.

[nvestigators believe Davis
was working alone.

Davis is an Antioch, Tenn.
native and is being held at
the Rutherford Countv Adult
Detention Center with a bond

I $500,000. His court date is

cd for Dec. 25, but if

bail within 10
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PECK HALL

FROM PAGE 1

iround the building, but
we determined that there was
10 hazard in resuming use of

LN¢ .l"\x‘;niHI};“ Weiler \.\I\i

\s students and taculny
lled around in droves
n AN s L
) " crs
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L)
to
I
Ul
didn't
radlc
1
o class
.1'))\'.\‘.
indling of
ICIAdCT
\uthorities didn't ¢
ally tell us much about what

was going on satd Michael
Moore, sophomore in acro
space who was in class during
the occurrence. “Everything
got really confusing. I got the

MTSU alert text message af

e e =2 === ==

said the sender of

=

he signed up for the emer
gency text messaging system
around the time of his fresh
man orientation, but still
hadn't received an alert more
than thirty minutes after
McPhee canceled classes.

Travis Boyd, freshman com
puterinformation systemsma-
jor, said he also signed up for
the emergency texts the first
week of the school but hadn’t
received Thursday’s text after
an hour of the cancellation.

“I signed up for it just in
case something like this
would happen,” Boyd said.

The MTSU Web site’s alert
notification page
cludes a survey asking stu-

now 1n-

dents whether or not they
received it.
In a statement released

Thursday, Governor Brede
sen commended the univer-
sity for its response to the in
cident.

“The university’s prompt
actions were absolutely war-
ranted,” he said. “I commend
them for taking these mea-
sures to protect the university
community.”

Peaster said that Davis’
e-mails either came from a
Yahoo or Hotmail account.
They did not come from an
MTSU account, but came
through an MTSU computer
that could have been hacked
from a different location.

Ronald Freeman, freshman
business major and desk as-
sistant for Lyon Hall, said he
was there for the aforemen-
tioned fire last Wednesday.

“Someone left the stove on
in the third floor kitchen,”
Freeman said. “It re-
ally smoky, but everyone just
thought that someone had
forgotten to turn the stove off
when they were cooking,”

Freeman said the second fire
took place between 7 and 7:30
p.m. and caused the whole
tfloor to fill with smoke.

was

“Someone had put a bunch
of paper in the stove of the
third floor kitchen and lit pa-
per bags on fire in the third
lobby,” Freeman said.
‘|On Thursday], a fire alarm
was pulled in our building,
and we had to evacuate ev-
eryvone twice.”

President Sidney McPhee
said that campus has
sumed its normal operations
and released security since
Davis has been arrested.

“Our university is bigger
than a lot of cities our stu-
dents come from, and we have
a very safe campus,” McPhee
said. I would definitely not
categorize our campus as a

tloor

re-

very unsafe campus.

ter | had been sitting outside
for 20 minutes. It just wasn’t
organized there.”

Moore was not the only
person who didn’t receive a
text message during the in-
cident. While many students
and faculty did receive MTSU
\lert4U’s text message in a
timely manner, several oth-
ers reported receiving the
message late or not at all.

l'he fire  department
showed up 20 minutes before
they let class out, and no one
told us why l'la‘\‘ were there,”
“But then
Ul noticed that more people
were walking down the hall.

Moore said. we

So when class was over, | just
walked to mv next class, and
a teacher came up to me and
me they had evacuated

told
the building. 1 was told not
LO use a certain staircase, and
when | got outside they had
already (.l]‘k'(i off the build

ing.
Neither MTSU  President
Sidnev McPhee nor MTSU

Campus Police Chief Buddy
Peaster could be reached for

comment
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OPINIONS
like me

A six-part series examining
diversity on campus

FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

Why weren’t

we told more?

”~
(TS

Last Thursdav. classes were

canceled because numerous

Mees/ling

llllk'.lit‘l]ll‘}: ¢ Hl.lll\ were sent

to university administrators

Non-Craditiond/

and police department em

I‘!U\u‘\.
An e-matl and text messagy
telling students that cla

canceled

CS wdare
noon, bul

soning behind th

around

was kept quiet fror
community memb
('\\?!l‘i\lh\\l»“
~|H|\l\\i o Stay
With only 8
signed up |
g .I‘l\'I[ SVSle

dents wandere

pu )
th W

!

l'r
Porie that
mails had been sent and
be in connection witl f
that occurred m N
!l.l“ the CVenIne hefore

S al mngto v desk assistant
im Lvon Hall revealed that
two fires” had taken H.u'

within 24 hours

nd appe

the whole thn | tloo t th
residence dorm with smoke
to the poimt where students
H("\Il'ki to be evacuated. Yet

campus police hadn't heard
anything about this incident
In addition to facts being
tossed around, rumors began
circling that compared the
situation to Virginia  lech
As reporters, we know not to
believe everything we hear,
but it’s hard to compare facts
when none are being present
(‘(i

We're not saying that the
threats made in the e-mails
weren 't but rather

that things wouldn’t have

SCTrious,

gotten so chaotic if students
had been told what was going
on instead of being left in the
dark while a SW.A'I
swarmed campus.

It's understandable that ad
ministrators don’t want bad
publicity for the university,
but students should come be-
fore damage control.

If something like Virginia

team

lech were to occur, we ques-
tion whether or not students
vould be safe. If the campus
alert e-mail wasn't received by
a great deal of students, then
they might be in danger

With various media crowd
ing campus, Peaster finally
called a Press conference to
reveal what was going on. Or
at least what he was willing to
admit was going on.

After listening to the same
explanation that was given
earlier, it was hard not to be
lieve that there was more to
the situation than what we
were hearing.

We don’t condemn campus
police for the way the situ-
ation was handled because
it was a collective decision
made by the university. How
ever, honesty isn’t a bad thing
when dealing with certain
circumstances.

We appreciate the attempt
ed concern for students’ safe
ty, but in order to ensure it
in the future, they should be
willing to give more informa

hon

Iking In the shoes of others

o6

that

rolls along.,

WCAUSE

ind vourself
ur existence,
1S vou
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| Vil | (
LIvity
["here 11 10!

| tried to ignore this entire part
of myself. | failed.”

--KATIE FOWLER

trepidation | remember. Mo-
ments when my heart would
quicken, and then seem to
stop, as a feeling of heaviness
in my chest would set in. My
face felt tlush and hot as my
mind raced. My palms sweat.
| felt like I had to be guilty of

mething because | was cer-

| inner turmoil
I was about

ple. the peo-

~|u\cl
more
|

Wwing

'|lx

are meant to live, that is not
quite how the world works as
of yet.

I have had some very bad
moments since | revealed
that [ am gay, but I am happy
to say MTSU has been a wel-
come surprise.

[ worried about many
things the night before our
first day of classes. Would |
fit in? As an older student, |
wondered if the younger stu-
dents would make room for
me. Would I keep my voice
or be intimidated?

All of these things crossed
my mind, and I am happy to
say that MTSU has been wel-
coming.

I still have those moments
of trepidation that | wrote
about earlier, but, for those
just getting ready to embark

n difficult [ am
ippy Lo report everything

journeys,

d being gav like me,

does get easier.

The following is a passage
from Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland that has always
meant a lot to me.

“Who are you?” said the
Caterpillar.

This was not an encour-
aging opening for a conver-
sation. Alice replied, rather
shyly, “I-1 hardly know, sir,
just at present- at least | know
who 1 was when 1 got up this
morning, but I think I must
have been changed several
times since then.”

Alice’s  Adventures in
Wonderland by Lewis Car-
roll

Katie Fowler is a junior
journalism major and can be
reached at kef2n@mtsu.edu.
She is the second of six stu-
dents featured in our six-week

[ike Me” series
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And Friends
Frank Hasenmueller
I'he college community is  does not adequately repr Iv were people with political _
So o : \ : Letters Policy
unique in a number of ways.  sent the will of the Amer Vhat uscle that were genuinely
Iwo differences, an endless people. 2. Any attempt led concerned about the c¢hal
supply of energy and a view-  fix government by chang tl enges ordinary people face ol valcoriis totiine 4 tha
point not yet fully stained by  the Constitution is doo i [hese new representatives,  editor from all readers. Please e-mail
. ) ) ) 2o0e TN | | letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and
o . sy e » > ] roely | mig !"' | Kev 1o
cynicism, can lulk overcome  to failure, due largel , st be the Koy 10 e e S At e
many obstacles. College stu-  previous point, as irming the t neai ber for verification. Sidelines will not
dents rarely accept, “It can’t  America’s extremely high wy. It should publish anonymous letters. We reserve
" " . 4 5 the right to edit for grammar, length
be done.” Hopefully these regard for what the Found erica to decide

students are ready for the
massive undertaking ahead
of them - repairing a long-
crippled democracy. First,
The

legislative branch of our gov

can we agree that: 1.

ernment is broken because it

ing Fathers left behind
The only practical solution
to this plnl\lcm 1S 1O usc
separate power mechanism
outside of government, such
as lobbying, to affect positive

change. If agreement exists,

en
resenting
would no

missed. Im

FAGES IN THE CROWD

y fight back
ML !I.I\(‘
ing my

bury the

and content

Sidelines is the editorially inde-
pendent, non-profit student-produced
newspaper of Middle Tennessee State
University. Sidelines publishes Monday
and Thursday during the fall and spring
semesters and Wednesday during June
and July. The opinions expressed herein
are those of the individual writers and
not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU.

Do you think
MTSU handled
Thursday’s
incident
appropriately?

Baxter

“1f they hadn’t canceled
school and something had
happened it would have
been terrible.”

Kawan Baxter, senior
Sociology

Stokes

“I think it was handled ap-
propriately. We can't trust
someone who is making
those kinds of threats.”

Justin Stokes, junior
Mass Communication

McReynolds

“They did handle it well,

because it's life-threaten-
ing, and they can’t take
that lightly.”

Aaronnetta McReynolds,
sophomore Business

§d. <

Moore

“They did, especially since
there have been real school

shootings.

Bedrick Moore. junior
Liberal Studies
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WHO DO YOU THINK
WON THE DEBATE?

BASED ON VOTES FROM
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Working for an unforgettable experience

A st

Dehra Geiger
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e

- works in Alaska for money as well as a time he will never forget

shores of Kodiak, Ala. for salmon aboard a skiff. Kodiak is the town where he spent all four months of his summer break from school.

151 )
- am trading long summer days
working in a fast food restaurant for
longer days of fishing, mending nets ‘
and pouring cement to repair founda-
tions ™’ o, | n,“
-Bep Underwood ‘
iw‘
imposing  three-floor tso a good 1d nber
i-hike building christened — to roll hip boots all the way
[he Hilton.” T share a room  up belore wding into the

n the third floor with Paul
and Rob Jach

m atterson day like losing feeling in

Youur

]
toes. | learned

\ Paulis from Tampa. He has — from personal experience
L canm like throwing arm Did vou remember your
s |ll‘1_l| school foot boots this time ny fellow
! mnd a round, open  fishermen o he
that often splits into an  bing begins ecacl
tious e¢rin or laugh, Rob  crew tramps | Z ich
ks with a thick Wiscon warchous
ent that has an aca [ laugh
liy evterior. It matches his and 10in
er's degree in history but — expense
i. | v for the et nj

frigid water. Nothing ruins a

that lesson

shing,

kan salmon season begins in
June and continues into early
September. During a strong
season, lnnlngi\l\ will open
salmon fishing and only

t for a few days once

ice during the three-

1 nan
span

()08 proves to be a dif-

7, e
¥ 4 A 4577
S
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ficult year for wild salmon.
Fishing grounds are often
closed due to dwindling pop-
ulations and low numbers
across the West Coast. Cali-
fornia and Oregon suffer the

ALASKA, PAGE 6
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Ben, fifth from the left, poses in front of Fields & Sons’ main bullding with his fellow fishermen.

Age doesn’t keep one

and on I

eep the crowd entertained at a Wal-Mart corporate party.

—_—

By LAURA RAINES
Statt Wiiter

A thick crowd mills around
enjoying music and drinks at
the nynl\ .v}‘L‘HC(i Blue Roost
er on The Square.

The bartenders can barely
keep up with the orders from
patrons, but they keep smiles
on their faces as they l\t‘C“ the
beverages flowing.  What's
the main attraction that
brought the crowds to the bar
that night? A Nashville-based
band named Stretta.

When the band takes the
stage, everyone at the bar

cheel \nd the members

)‘k'){|l| 1O TOCK I'k”}“‘ll rowd
the stage and dance to the
popish rock flowing from the
band’s instruments.

Even the people in the
poolroom and the open deck
area tap their feet and sway to
the music.

\s they play the night away,
more and more people crowd
the front of the room to get a
closer look at where the mu
sic s coming from.

At the end of the set, Stretta
shuts down and packs up as
people applaud the perfor
mance. Some members relax
and take drinks at the bai
Others load equip
ment outside on the curb an

slowly

ANg, | l0cal band down
\e (F THE WEEK

await pickup.

Bassist/vocalist Kenny
Ames sits with a drum set,
guitars and keyboards while
he and guitarist/vocalist Jon
Myers talk about the begin-
ning\ of the band.

“We came together ina very
conventional way four years
ago,” Myers says. “A few of
us met through classified ads,
and the rest of us came into
this project through referrals
and word of mouth.”

onlihe

READ MORE ONLINE AT
MTSUSIDELINES.COM
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ALASKA

FROM PAGE 5

plete closure

a massive haul. Yet time after
time, we finish the process
with little to show for our ef-
forts.

The crew tries to remain

a grassy knoll on the west-
ern side of Bear Island. The
bright orange and red hues
blaze against the softer white
of a snowcapped mountain

hard positive in the face of a slow range across the strait. Final
onetheless. season. We work to improve meals with the crew feel dif-
kiffs, dropping the island’s facilities. Our ferent than previous ones,

i Breaking nets crew becomes the most excel- as we know we are about to
- N lent net menders the island leave for home.
rage. We count
he davs until the nets has ever seen. We tie thou- On our last day, we clean

the water and we

sands of tiny knots to shore

our rooms and load a skiff to

arning out up every weak spot torn by meet the incoming plane that
' the sea. will transport us away.

t dav ar Slowly, salmon totals grow. Paul, Elijah, fisherman

is electric But it’s not enough, for the David Barr, 20, and I climb

are break summerdrawstoaclosewith-  aboard the waiting floatplane

p in our out the massive fish numbers and rise into the bright Alas-

i and of past years. Total counts are  kan sky with a spray of water.

\ B Ucier up, but lack of supply drives 1 see the wide beautiful scene

Ben stands in fro

nt of the plane that brought him and his fellow fishermen to Kodiak.

termined attitudes, stretch-

prices up and helps compen-
sate for losses.

below and high green hills
fall away, and after just four

wecks since the crew receives  starboard pocket as a safe The day finally comes when  months, [ feel like I am leav-
share in the final gross of  guard and the running line  ing our nets and hoping for [ watch my last sunset from ing home.
ompany .’~?I;"~ loose. He's knocked
L rvthing erboard into the icy water.

Mmistake 18 4 t,L!H:.i(ll)H\
but fortunately he man
to grab the nets run

e line. He holds on until

""»L-' rewiman cdn li,ﬂ!\l\

| pluck him back into

camp
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laster' s Degree in Sports Science & Rehabilitation
» Unique Dual-Degree M.S./D.C. & Independent Graduate Degree Formals

] » Develop Skills in the Assessment, Treatment, Conditioning
| & Injury Monagement of Athlefes

Sports Teams

» Leam from Experts in Sports Medicine
» Trect patients in the state-of-the-art BIOFREEZE®

Sports & Rehab Center
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» Work with Professional, Collegiate & High School
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY

SIDETLINES

Student Media Town Hall Meeting

Middle Tennessee Television and MTSU Sidelines are offering an opportunity for students and community members to speak their
mind about issues surrounding our campus. In an event that will be open to the public, the Student Government Association officers
will be sitting on a panel to answer questions that will be submitted before and during the program.

WHAT:

“Town Hall” meeting starting at 8 p.m.

WHEN:
Monday, Oct. 20
WHERE:

Scheduled Speakers Include:

Sondra Wilson Brandon McNary Nathan Haynes Jamie Boyd
, SGA President SGA Executive Vice President SGA Election SGA Vice President of Admin-
Learning Resource Center, room 221 Commissioner _istration and Public Affas

S N
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SPORTS

I

Quarterback Joe Craddock leads the offense through drills during the week. MT will head to Louisville this Saturday for a rematch of last year's epic showdown.

Cardinals rematch highly anticipated

By CASEY BOWMAN

of-conterence 10ootd

as the MT Blue Raiders once
again head dow
Louisville tor another battl
with the Cardin:

While Louisville holds tl
edge on ! voung ries
2-0. |N'H“-‘HI\‘\1\‘ wve beer

the type to fill up the high
light reels
Last season, MT and Lou

isville battled back and forth

in an epic shootout on a na
tionally televised stage. While
this vear won't be nationally

televised, there is hope tor
another good '3|.:'~|!il[‘

MT (2-4 overall and 1-3 in
will look to

right a ship that has veered

conference play)
way off course and headed
toward a ‘.\l‘.i"l}‘t)ni A win at

Louisville would undoubt

edly l\\t}' the \H';‘ atloat
()U.HKL'I]‘.:\.‘\ Joe Craddock

will look to

Louisville defen

pick apart the

NS¢ AS ]'IL Lil\;

last season, but after a shaky
performance against Florida
International, Craddock will
most likely be splitting more
time with Sophomore QB

Dwight Dasher, who \P\H!»k‘\i

the MT offe ¢ last week

Boogie named Preseason SBC Player of

By TONY STINNETT

[his time last vear Middle

lennessee's Desmond “Boo
gic” Yates wasn't even on the
prescason All-Sun Belt Con
ference third team.

He evidently gained a
great deal of respect from
the league’s coaches in a
one-year span because they
Blue Raider ju

nior forward the Sun Belt's

voted the

Prescason Plaver of the Year
after a breakout sophomore
campaign that saw hin
AI-SBC honors

carn
first-team

1

and help lead M 1o the con

tition,” Stockstill said. “Joe
plaved very well the first five
games but he was off a little
on Saturday

ake a knee-jerk reaction
but 1 think the way Dwight
played, based on the per
formance in that game, he
deserves more playing time
We will go through this

week of prac-

I don’t want to

tice and have
a plan for

204.6 yards of output a game
behind the arm of Hunte:
Cantwell, whom the Blue
Raiders actually are familiar
with from their first encoun-
ter in 2006 when Cantwell
was playing in place of an
injured Brian Brohm

MT linebacker
Carmichael was on the field

Danny

| know we are ready to play and o
our guys are excited and we have | "

We are going to go ground in their passing attacl
through this week and [hrough the air, Louis- vear, but FIl

itch them both practice  ville is right on par with shut down the Blue R
because I believe in compe- their running game, putting  and held them to just

tal yards through the ¢

Louisville
HI‘;H‘.}‘? 10 the same
thing and force MT to run
the ball, which is something
they have not done success

fully all season, with the ex

ception of the FIU game
Against th Bluc
) i -

Raiders we { reat

Saturday.” h |
e e to get this nasty feeling from last oy
disappoint- and they
ng 1o 10 Week out of our guts. will need
FIU, MT RICK STOCKSTILL that pro
will have no MTHEAD COACH duction
choice  but g

to come out w h en

with guns blazing if they
wish to keep up with Louis-
ville’s high-powered offense.

Whilst the Cardinals

may not have the names of

3rohm, Urrutia, or Douglas
anymore, you wouldn’t be
able to tell when you look at
their stat sheet.

louisville is averaging a
superb 203.4 yards a game
with their rushing attack,
while only allowing 82.6
yards a game out of their op-
ponents. MT is only averag-

ing 83.8 yards a game on the

ference tournament cham
pionship game.

If Yates remembers what
got him to this point, MT
coach Kermit Davis believes
his talented frontcourt per-
former who presents major
mismatch problems for op-
ponents can have another
sensational season.
and [ have
talked a lot about this that

last year he was not on one

Desmond

prescason team and now he
is the Preseason Player of the
Year,” Davis said. “How did
he get there? He has done it
with hard work, but he has

to understand it gets even

and
said the defense knows what
they’ll have to do to keep
Louisville off of the score
board.

“Last year we had a lot
of missed assignments and
gave up three or four big
plays for touchdowns,” Car
michael said
were in the first plays of the
first two drives of the game
[ think if we can limit the
big plays and stop the run
we will be alright.’

MT had been steadfast

for last season’s contest

“Two of those

tougher now because he has
earned that respect. Boogie
is sensational to coach, he
works hard and he practices
hard.

“He has putinan unbeliev-
able amount of work since
his freshman year. What he
did the last 18 months with
strength and conditioning
has made him a better player
and his hard work is paying
off.”

In addition to Yates being
named Preseason Player of
the Year and landing a sub-
sequent spot on the All-SBC
first team, senior guard Kev-
in Kanaskie also earned pre-

they tace Louisville

Running back Phillip Tan

ner stressed the importance
e

ot the entire oftense coming

Y\)gg‘!'}: r (0 get 1ne job \i\illL’.
especially in the running
gamc

\\; nave '\\l‘!}\li’::.i
on it all season and it all
ame together,” Tanner said
In games when we dor
have go

would
IJU“ .kai ;
men. But

togc(hw as at

season honors when he was
voted to the second team
and is listed among the top
10 players in the SBC.

“Kevin has a good talent,
and every coach that plays
against him respects his tal-
ent, his toughness and how
he plays the game,” Davis
said. “He is a coach’s son and
he has grown up around the
game. He does things the
right way. Kevin could leave
Middle Tennessee as one
of the best point guards in
school history.”

Both players are putting
up numbers that have them
among the best in program

'
1ON¢

Vhile the stats show the

ders have \E!lluj.ilcd
he ground, the stat sheet
also shows another glaring
obstacle that the Blue Raid-
ers will have to overcome
if they want any chance at
competing with the Cardi-
nals again.

For the season, MT has
scored a total of three points
n second quarter
combined
the

hand, has amassed 77

action.
total.
other
total
points in second quarter ac

this

[hats a

Louisville, on

tion year. Altogether,
the Blue Raiders are being
outscored in first half action
by a count of 23 to 71

MT is a second-half team;
there is no denying it. How-
ever, if they want to keep
their ship out of this whirl-
pool of failure, they will
have to play some ball early
on to do so.

Stockstill said that his
team will be up and ready
to go Saturday, as they look
forward to erasing FIU from
their memories

KNOwW \ a1 r¢aay

the Year

history.

Yates has double
figures in 70 percent of 60
career games and with 860
career points, he is on pace
to become the 28th plaver
to enter the 1,000-point club
during his junior season. His
career field goal percentage
of .558 is ninth all-time and
his 3-point percentage of
433 is third all-time, dem
onstrating the ability score
around the basket, knock
down mid-range jumpers
and shoot for a high percent
age beyond the 3-point line.

scored

BOOGIE, PAGE 8

‘Teflon
Tilford’

makes
All-SBC

Outside the Pocket
Chris Martin

This past Friday, the Sun
Belt Conference released its
preseason superlatives.

There weren’t too many
surprises on the All-SBC
teams, save for one name
listed on the second team:
Domonic Tilford.

For those who are unfamil-
iar with Tilford, he’s a senior
guard for South Alabama
and averaged 12.5 points,
2.5 rebounds and two assists
a game last season. Those
numbers are certainly wor-
thy of all-conference consid-
eration.

However, this summer
Tilford’s career at USA looked
to be over after he was arrest-
ed in Louisville, Ky. on felony
drug possession and tamper-
ing with physical evidence
charges. According to the
Louisville Courier-Journal, it
was his third run-in with the
law since Sept. 2006, and he
was suspended indefinitely
following the drug charges.

That’s not the end of the
story, lhuugh.

It is also the third time in
two years that Tilford has
had charges dropped in the
state of Kentucky, where he
was named “Mr. Basketball”
in 2005. In every case, the
charges have been dismissed
because the police have failed
to appear in court.

According to the message
boards, Tilford has been re-
instated and, judging by his
placement on the All-SBC
second team, poised to make
big contributions for the Jag-
uars, but one can’t help but
be suspicious regarding “Tef-
lon Tilford.”

When searching “Domonic
Tilford” on the Courier-Jour-
nal’s Web site, the page will
ask if you meant “demonic
delivered,” and maybe that
is a more appropriate search
query.

In Kentucky, it would ap-
pear that Tilford really is a
demonic delivered” consid-
ering charges against him al-
ways seem to be conveniently
dismissed.

in his defense, Tilford’s
previous charges (speeding,
misdemeanor  trespassing
and loitering) havent made
you want to keep your chil-
dren out of his reach. But
the most recent charges were
much more severe.

I'his is not necessarily an
indictment against Tilford;
after all, it wasn’t his deci-
sion to drop the charges. It’s
not really a wag of the finger
toward USA, either. If Tilford
hasn't been found guilty of
any legal wrongdoing, then
there’s no reason he should be
suspended. He will probably
be one of the more produc-
tive players in the Sun Belt,
and the Jaguars aren’t going
to suspend one of their best
plavers if it's not warranted.

I'he party who comes out
looking like a fool in this sit-
uation is the legal system in
Louisville ’

I'm not completely familiar

TILFORD, PAGE 8
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Tilford

FROM PAGE 7

and has cemented himself

as one of the program’s top

playmakers as a three-year
starter. He enters his senior
vear fourth all-time at MT
in assists (365), fifth all-time
in 3-point field goals made
(145), ninth all-time for free-
throw percentage (.796), and
he is on pace to enter the
1,000-point club with 873 ca-
reer points.

“I think I've made good
progress [in my career],” Ka-
naskie said. “I just want to
win conference, and hopeful-
Iv we will be able to do that.
I like [the make of this year’s
team|. We have some work to
do. I think the new guys fitin
pretty well, and we have some
experienced guys that have
been here for tour years. 1 re-

lly like our team.”

vatched Tilford plav bas
told him he
probab make a liv

S \.E!\
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MT basketball earms honors, but questions remain

Usually teams that are
picked to win their division
don’t have much to worry
about.

Coaches look at their ros-
ters and past success and
make an educated guess
on who can win it. While
MT’s fan base may celebrate
both basketball teams being
picked first in the SBC East,
the teams themselves should
feel like they have something
to prove.

Before there was Amber
Holt, Chrissy Givens or Rick
Insell, there was Lady Raid-
ers’ basketball. In the pro-
gram’s 32-year history, they
have won 13 regular season
conference championships,
10 conference tournament
titles and appeared in the
NCAA Tournament 1]
times. Last year, the story of
the season was Amber Holt.
This year, the casual fan is
searching for a reason to
come to the game.

Last year, the Lady Raid-
ers looked like a one-woman
task force at times. In one

The Lowedown
Richard Lowe

game, Holt broke the pro-
gram’s scoring record while
the rest of the team com-
bined for only 20 points.
This made people question
the talent of the other play-
ers, the coaching skills of
Insell and the future of the
program.

Most of the criticism has
seemed to die down but the
question remains: How suc-
cessful can this year’s team
be?

Belmont transfer Alysha
Clark looks as if she can fol-
low in the footsteps of past
stars, but you can’t tell until
she plays Sun Belt competi-

tion. According to the Sun
Belt coaches, point guard
Chelsia Lymon is the one
bright spot on this team
considering they voted her
onto the All-Sun Belt second
team. To compare, Western
Kentucky has three players
on the All-Sun Belt team,
and one of their players is the
preseason player of the year.
The SBC coaches must know
the team is stronger than
just some of its parts. On the
men’s side, many of the fans,
students and alumni are split
on their feelings of Kermit
Davis. While you can’t deny
the fact that Davis has been
successful in his time here, it
hasn’t been enough to some
fans.

Davis is now the longest-
tenured coach in the confer-
ence, but that may end soon
if the team doesn’t win the
tournament in Hot Springs
in March. Many of the
same parts of the team that
surprised the Sun Belt and
made it to the conference fi-
nals last year have returned.

Desmond Yates was named
preseason player of the year
and, along with Kevin Ka-
naskie, was named to the all-
Sun Belt team.

The number one question
with the men’s team is “Can
Coach Davis finally win the
big one?”

It certainly helps that this
year’s version of the Blue
Raiders has the right mix of
old and new players. It also
helps that several teams are
either rebuilding or just have
nothing,

The number one mistake
for both teams would be
if they feel like the confer-
ence is going to lie down for
them.

Neither MT team will
sneak up on anyone so they
better be ready to play from
game one.

Richard Lowe is a senior
electronic media journalism
major. He can be reached at
rlowe@mtsutv.org
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Plus, get a 19% faculty and staff discount.

1
! On monthly access on calling plans $39 99 or higher
1

THE PERFECT PT JOB FOR STUDENTS!

i heduling during school /
ne truck driving expernence or ‘

Apply online at: 'F"n-"“'- [
www.homecityice.com [
r - N !, Verizon Wireless Blitz™
(MITSU Evening Extended | Samsung Glyde '
School Program M
Evening Care for Children | Wk sew2 . scbven.
Kindergarden through 8th grade g e
923 E. Lytle Street oAy

(behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220

wwwmtsu.edu/eesp Monday-Thursday 3:00-9:30

Fees:
weekly, first ehild 2000 weekiy
lﬂﬂtﬁn% W
additional children
Activities:
homework help special guests and activites
art, selence. music, ect. activities  qualified teachers
W projects
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__PROGRAM |
The Japan Exchange & Teaching Program

Millions of songs. One little price.
Introducing V CAST Music with Rhapsody,* a Verizon Wireless
Exclusive. From top artists to hidden gems, get unlimited

@ Rhapsody. l

access to music for your phone and § 9 9
+ Teach English to Japanese students in public schools computer for one low monthly fee. 1 4 monthly
» Work in local government offices a0ess
» Experience Japanese culture
e e e Switch to America’s Most * - Wireless Network:

JET offers: Year-long paid positions, roundtrip air

transportation to Japan, health insurance,

Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ (899.4249)

VERIZON WIRELESS Ct

training. and more!

IMMUNICATIONS

Open 7 days a week Technicians available at select locations

MURFREESBORO 50N Thompson Ln 6158962155
NASHVILLE 4044 Hillsboro Pike 615 385 1910

6800 Charlotte Pike 615-353-2112
SMYRNA 480 Sarn Ridley Plwy, W 615-355-6560

Apply by November 25, 2008 tor Summer 2009 positions.
ANTIOCH 325 Hickory Hollow Ln. 615-711-104%
BRENTWOOD Maryland Farms 615 832 2355
COLUMBIA 375 5. James Campbell Bivd 931-381-0898
DICKSON 100 Lowe's Dr. 615-446-2355

FRANKLIN 420 Cool Springs Bivd. 615771 -6448

GALLATIN 1157 Nashwille Pike 6,1 5-452- /800

HENDERSONVILLE .23 Indian Lake Rd
615-822-1128

LEBANON 1424 W. Main St 615-443-2355

MADISON 1915 Gallatin Pike 6158592355

For more information or to apply, visit our website:
www.us.emb-japan.go.jp/jetprogram/homepage.htmi

Cool Spangs Gallena 615-221-79/1 MT. JULIEY 401 & Mt Juliet Rd 615773 1900
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