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Jury rejects claims of official 
misconduct in sex ring case 

SEATTLE (API — A jury 
rejected claims of police 
misconduct brought by three 
church leaders and a 
parishioner who said they had 
been wrongly accused of child 
rape and molestation. 

After five days of 
deliberations, the jury on 
Monday decided that the 
central Washington town of 
Wenatchee, the town's police 
officials and three members of 
the Douglas County sheriffs 
department did not violate 
the civil rights of the four, 
who said they were falsely 
accused in 1994-9'i. 

Pastor Robert "Roby" 
Roberson, his wife, Connie. 
and his daughter sat silently 
as the verdict was announced. 

"It's a verdict." he said 
later. "It doesn't mean it's the 
end. It doesn't mean they're 
right" 

His wife was in tears 
"We lived tin injustice. 

We know the truth,  she said. 
Besides Roberson and his 

wife, the other plaintiffs Acre 
Honnah   Sims,   a   Sundaj 
school teacher at Roberson's 

Pentecostal church; and 
parishioner Donna Rodriguez. 

They claimed that 
overzealous investigators 
encouraged children to falsely 
accuse th m of child rape and 
molestation. They and their 
families sought up to $60 
million in damages. 

Douglas County Sheriff 
Dan LaRoche said the verdict 
allows police to keep 
investigating sex abuse and 
molestation cases without 
fear of lawsuits. 

"When your livelihood is 
threatened for doing your job, 
and your family's jeopardized, 
that's prett) hard to take," 
LaRoche said. 

Robert Van Siclen, the 
plaintiffs' principal attorney, 
said he would analyze the 
jury's findings before deciding 
whether to appeal 

The Robersons and Sims 
were acquitted of child-rape 
and molestation charges in 
1995.     Charges     against 
Rodriguez were dismissed in 
1996 whin four of her five 
accusers recanted 

NAACP urges hotel boycott 

ASC 
continued from page 1 

offering a comfortable study 
area, a fully-equipped 
kitchenette and a compute!- tor 
student use. It's a place to 
gather, study, relax and talk. 
("And if you like jigsaw puzzles, 
won't you please come by and 
finish the one on the coffee 
table," Baily laughs.) 

The ASC is also the home 
for the Older Wiser Learni rs 
(OWLs). Boasting a 
membership of more than 100 
men and women, these are the 
more active, social service- 
minded adults. 

"The OWLs successfully 
lobbied for scholarships with 
the university administration 
and financial aid," Baily said. 
"They now offer 12 different 
scholarships, which are 
awarded in the spring ' 

Applii at ions and 
information on scholarships 
and OWLs membership can be 
found in the ASC 

Pinnacle is a club for adult 
students involved in community 
sen and       academic 
achievement. It was established 
at a time when honorariums 

• were not commonly offered to 
adults Membership in Pinnacle 
is available for juniors and 
seniors who have at least a 3.0 
average, and graduate students 
with a 3.4 average or better. 

If you are an adult student 
new to MTSU, or if you've 
simply haven't found the time 
to visit KUC 320, Baily and her 
staff invite you to stop by and 
introduce yourself. You are also 
welcome to call them at 898- 
5989. 

BALTIMORE (AP) — The 
NAACP is urging people to 
boycott three national hotel 
chains that the civil rights 
group says have poor track 
records in minority hiring and 
business development. 

In a survey released 
Monday, the National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
ranked Best Western 
International Inc., Adam's 
Mark Hotels and Omni Hotels 
Corp. at the bottom of a 14- 
chain list, earning grades of D+, 
D and D-, respectively. 

"Hotels that receive a D 
will not receive NAACP 
business dollars," said Kweisi 
Mfume, president of the 
Baltimore-based organization. 
"And we will take every 
opportunity to inform 
consumers of our decision and 
urge them to make similar 

choices." 
The NAACP ranked hotel 

chains in five areas: the 
percentage of black employees, 
franchise owners and vendors, 
the percentage of advertising 
dollars going to minority media, 
and the percentage of donations 
going to black charities. The 
rankings were based on 
information the chains 
themselves supplied. 

In each case, the 
percentage needed to get an "A" 
was 14 percent. Ten to 13.9 
percent rated a "B," 6 to 9.9 
percent was a "C" and anything 
less than 6 percent was a "D." 
Failure to report rated an "P." 
Blacks make up 13 percent of 
the U.S. population. 

Cendant Corp., the parent 
company of Days Inn, Howard 
Johnson and TravelLodge, was 
at the top of the list with a B 
rating, followed by Promus 

Hotel Corp., the parent 
company of Doubletree, 
Embassy and Hampton, with a 
B-. Promus is headquartered in 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Marriott International Inc., 
Westin and Choice received 
grades of C+; Holiday Inn, 
Wyndham, Radisson and 
Hilton earned Cs; and Hyatt 
and ITT Sheraton were given 
C-s. 

Best Western, which has 
3,400 hotels in 77 countries, 
said it was unfairly penalized 
because it was unable to 
provide all the information the 
NAACP had requested. 

"We have never had a 
disagreement with the NAACP 
or its objectives and goals. But 
our problem is, we feel the 
survey is comparing apples and 
oranges," said Skip Boyer, a 
spokesman for Best Western. 

Best     Western     is     an 

association of independently 
owned hotels, and its 
headquarters doesn't have 
access to information about 
individual properties and their 
operations, Boyer said. 

Michelle Bennett, a 
spokeswoman for Omni, said • 
the 42-hotel chain didn't 
provide all the information the 
NAACP had asked for because 
Omni is privately held and 
some of the requested 
information was proprietary. 

Both companies received 
failing grades on the NAACP 
report card last year, but they 
were minimally affected by a 
boycott, Boyer and Bennett 
said. 

The lodging industry takes 
in about $80 billion a year, with 
blacks contributing an 
estimated $4.6 billion, said 
NAACP spokeswoman Jeanne 
Hitchcock. • 

Concentration camp survivors sue Swiss bank 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Five survivors of Nazi 
concentration camps have sued 
the Swiss central bank to 
recover plundered gold accepted 
by Switzerland during World 
War II. one of their lawyers 
said today. 

The class-action lawsuit is 
on behalf of victims of the 
German genocide against 
Europe's Jews. The suit filed 
Monday in U.S. District Court 
in Washington seeks 
compensatory and punitive 
damages from the Swiss 
National Bank, which, like the 
better-known private Swiss 
banks, accepted Nazi deposits. 

Paul T. Gallagher, a lawyer 
for five survivors, said the suit 
is the first against the Swiss 
National Bank. 

"It is a lawsuit against a . 
branch of the Swiss' 
government that during World 
War II was headed by 
individuals who had very close 
ties to Nazi Germany and who 
as   a   result   enabled   Nazi 

Germany to obtain assets that 
permitted them to prolong 
World War II," Gallagher said. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Swiss Embassy did not respond 
to a request for comment today. 

In Bern, Swiss National 
Bank spokesman Werner 
Abegg said the bank had not 
been served with the suit, but 
added the bank will fight any 
such suit. 

The bank maintains it 
settled any obligations arising 
from World War II in a 1946 
treaty, and its officers say 
American courts have no 
jurisdiction in such a case. 

The plaintiffs are Freda 
Rosenberg and Ernest Knopfler 
of New York City; Gertrude 
Jorisch of Westbury, N.Y.; 
Andor Mittelman of Louisville, 
Ky.; and Eva Garai of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

"They potentially represent 
tens of thousands of people," 
and an unknown amount of 
money, Gallagher said. 

The same law firm also 

represents plaintiffs in a 
separate, multibillion-dollar 
lawsuit in New York against 
Swiss commercial banks. 

The latest suit described 
how the Nazis sent the five or 
their families to concentration 
camps and stole gold, jewelry, 
cash and other possessions. 

"Gertrude witnessed Nazi 
soldiers moving from house to 
house in her town looting gold 
and other valuables, which they 
put into pillowcases," the 29- 
page suit said. 

An independent panel of 
historians recently reported 
that the National Bank 
apparently unknowingly 
received 263.4 pounds of gold 
melted from the possessions of 
concentration camp victims. 

This was in addition to gold 
looted by the Nazis from the 
national treasuries of occupied 
countries and used to buy war 
material and supplies from 
Switzerland and other neutral 
countries. 

The lawsuit accuses the 

bank of "unlawful behavior ... in 
trafficking in and disposing of 
and concealing looted assets" or 
the products of slave labor, 
knowing that it was dealing 
with "the fruits of Nazi 
violations of international law." 

The lawyers ask the court 
to order an audit of the bank's 
transactions from 1939 to 1950 
and to direct it "to return all 
identifiable property looted 
from plaintiffs." ^ 

"As a result of their conduct 
for a period of over 50 years, 
Swiss National Bank has 
retained and profited from 
illegally obtained assets," the 
lawsuit said. 

A U.S. government report 
issued in June said Switzerland 
held $250 million to $750 
million in German private and 
government assets during the 
war. An earlier U.S. report said 
Swiss banks handled $400 
million of Nazi gold, about $300 
million of it looted from 
European banks. 

MTSU/EAST 
896-7272 PIZZA 

NORTH AREA 
890-7272 

PAPAJ 
NOW HIRING DRIVERS 

LATE NIGHT 
Meal Deal! 

won** 

f» 

AND 2-Utr* Drink 
(Hlaf»p«c*Wl/V8 

N«*««IH1 ■■«■ jfi> other tour-* 
Valid on'* u p"1" ip-nn|f In jii<«» 

LUNCH iMttM. 
QfttMIWffeN 

Bcttn 
ngrwtients 

Better MTWI. 
Ola f»[nresW*il 

V< valid »irti jnv i«her nunm 
V*Jidt«tt> 9i p*ifcip«iin|t IncaiRftt 

STUDENT 

..J. 

Bcttr* 
[ ' w   lngredie"'* 

Better ItTTB. 
V" . JIMI - ill) <wy mho .t"i[»«i 

Vjlid <«lv ji |wm"if*ilinG hKMHns 

WHAT CAN 
$30 BUY 

3,000 PIECES OF BUBBLE GUM 
I /2 PAIR OF JEANS 
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ONE KEEPSAKE BOOK, FILLED WITH A YEAR'S WORTH OF 
MEMORIES AND FUN... A BOOK THAT'S PRICELESS... A 

1998 MlDLANDER 
r "1998 Midlander 
I Order Form 

Place my order for a 
yearbook at $30. 

Add $2.50 for postage 
and handling. 

D 

□ 
Total of order_ 

I    I  Please bill me. 

Payment enclosed. 

Date_ 
Name 
Soc. Sec. No.. 
MTSU Box  
Home Address, 
City,State,Zip_ 

A book in your name is being ordered with the completion of this form This is a 
commitment to purchase the Midlander at the stated cost ol $30 No refunds or 
credits will be applied unless a wntten cancellation is recieved by the Student 
Publications Office. MTSU Box 42, within 30 days ol the posted date The book 
is scheduled to arrive in August 1997. You will be notified by mail of its arrival. 

Signature 

Just clip out the order form and mail to MTSU Box 42 or bring by JUB 306 


