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STP Misses the Mark with "No. 4" 

Stone  Temple 

Pilots have endured much 

in   their   history.     Most  of  the   trials  and  tribulations   revolve 

around lead singer Scott Wetland and his infamous dru£ problem. 

The  rest  of the  members have stood quietly  to the side  while 

Weiland wa£ed a very public battle wiih his demons of narcotic. 

When   the band  prepared  to  release  its fourth  album   entitled 

Twhat   else^j  "No.   4,"  naysayers   said   the   band   was   through. 
However, STP appears to be at their best on the album. 

If there was any doubt  about the Pilots' ability to rock with 

the best of them, one needs only to listen  to the Icadolf 

track, "Down."    A crunchy riff supplied by Dean  DcLeo 

introduces the album, and the  intensity rarely lets up for 

the other 10 tracks.    While this is a sij;n that  STP is still 

alive,  it  is  also an  indication  that  their style  hasn't  evolved 

much over the years. 

The first three songs on the album are basically one in the 

same. All driving at about the same tempo with Wciland's mon- 

otone vocals layered slightly lower than the guitar riff, the pace 

eventually changes on the fourth track, but not by much. While 

these songs are similar, the fact remains that there is still a place 

for straightforward rock such as the irresistible "Heaven and Hot 

Rods." 
The biggest problem on "No. 4" is the lack of melody. 

Seemingly taking a page from their influence Led Zeppelin's 

book, STP know how 10 mix light and dark, but what they missed 

is the melody running throughout. 

While STP has been  labeled Pearl  Jam  wannabes, this label 

doesn't sink anymore. Pearl |am has developed into a band that 

can diversify its musical portfolio, while STP seems to continue 

on the same path thai they began with. Wciland's trademark 

vocals haven't changed in years, and the DcLeo brothers lay down 

the same grooves they started with on "Core." 

The lyrical content is filled with Wciland's abstract poetry. 

There arc a few references to his drug problem, however. On "I 

Ciot You," Weiland laments to his love: "Troubled times/ when 
my mind begins to wander to the spoon/ I got you/ To paint the 

roses on my grave." 

While it's hard to feel sorry for Weiland in reality, this song 

is the one touching moment on the album. The sad thing is that 

the band did not elaborate on this trend. 

The album is not different; it is not a masterpiece.    What it 

is,   however,   is   a   solid   rock   album   for   the   early   Nineties. 

Unfortunately, we are in a new decade.   The album is Beavis and 

Butt-Head rock at its finest. 

My Grade: C 

UNDECLARED MAJORS 
Advising for Summer, Fall 2000 Classes 

How Advising Helps 
One of the most important people you'll need to know at MTSU is your academic advisor. Your academ- 
ic advisor can help you: 

• choose the right classes 
• sort out your options and the possible consequences of your choices 
• find ways to determine your interests 

find out majors and minors 
• understand MTSU's policies and procedures and how they affect you 
• plan a schedule to fit your work, family and out-of-class activities 
• head in the right direction for things like counseling, financial aid, and career planning 

It's important for you to see your advisor on a regular basis. You may have already met your advisor 
either at orientation or in their office. If you haven't spoken with them yet, it's a good idea 
to meet them: 

30+ hours - see advisors in Counseling & Testing Center 
Walk in April 7, 10 - 14, 17 - 21, 2000 
KUC 329 - 898-2670 

0-29 hours - see Horace Stogner - KUC325 - 898-5197 
or Rachel Duncan - Cummings Hall 898- 
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