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Recreation Center opens new facilities 
After long anticipation and months of construction, the Rec Center ooens on Aug. 25 to students 
and faculty. The new expansion includes updated exercise facilities ana Student Health Services. 

MT fans look forward to upcoming season 
After long anticipation and months of construction, the Rec Center opens on Aug. 25 to students 
and faculty. The new expansion includes updated exercise facilities and Student Health.Services. 
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WOW to take students on a ride of a lifetime 
By TIFFANY GIBSON 
Campus News Edilor 

Week of Welcome 2008, 
"The Ride of Your Life," be- 
gins Friday and will continue 
until Sept. 3 with various 
events occurring on campus 
all week. 

During Friday and Sat- 
urday of WOW, incoming 
freshman will move into 
dorms with the help of We- 
Haul members and volun- 
teers. 

"We-Haul is a great way for 
the university community to 
help welcome freshman and 
ease the move-in process," 
said Heather Arrington, as- 
sistant director for the office 
of Leadership and Devel- 
opment. "Freshman are so 
nervous when they come to 
college for the first time and 
We-Haul allows MTSU to 
greet them as soon as they 
come onto campus." 

After students finish mov- 

ing in on Friday, dinner and a 
movie will be provided at the 
Keathley University Center 
Courtyard at 6:30 p.m. "In- 
diana Jones: Raiders of the 
Lost Ark" will be showing at 
8 p.m. 

During We-Haul on Satur- 
day, information booths will 
be available for students from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. in an at- 
tempt to inform students of 
the numerous organizations 
and activities occurring on 
campus and provide them 
with answers about facili- 
ties. 

Following the information 
booths, dinner and a street 
fair will take place behind 
Corlew Residence Hall at 6 
p.m. Activities such as rock 
climbing and games will be 
set up for students to partici- 
pate in. 

While most of the food 
is donated by ARAMARK, 
the New Student and Family 
Programs office covers addi- 

tional food costs. 
"It is paid for by our of- 

fice with the exception of the 
rock climbing wall, which is 
sponsored by ROTC [Reserve 
Officers' Training Corps]," 
said Robert Patterson, coor- 
dinator of New Student and 
Family Programs. 

"These events are crucial 
because the freshman are 
able to meet students who 
are excited about and love 
MTSU," said Jamie Boyd, 
senior education and be- 
havioral science major and 
Student Government As- 
sociation vice president of 
administration and public 
affairs. "These students want 
to be involved and the new 
students need to see this en- 
thusiasm." 

The SGA will be helping 
with all of the events during 
Week of Welcome and an ad- 
ditional pep rally in the Mur- 
phy Center on Aug. 26 at 7:30 
p.m. before comedian, Mike 

Birbiglia, performs at 8 p.m. 
On Aug. 25, university 

convocation will be held in 
the Murphy Center at 2 p.m. 
During the convocation, 
deans of various colleges will 
be introduced as president 
Sidney McPhee welcomes 
students and guest speaker, 
Greg Mortenson. 

Mortenson is also the au- 
thor of the 2008 summer 
reading selection, "Three 
Cups of Tea." 

Following the convocation, 
a President's Picnic will be 
held on Walnut Grove. 

Monday, a department fair 
will take place on the KUC 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. and 
free cookies and lemonade 
will be passed out at noon. 

A pep rally will be held in 
Walnut Grove on Aug. 28 be- 
fore the first home football 
game against Troy. 

"The pep rally in Walnut 
Grove is to kickoff the foot- 
ball  season  and  boost the 

morale of the students and 
community," Boyd said. 

After a Labor Day holiday, 
a Volunteer Fair will be held 
on Sept. 2 from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. at the KUC courtyard, 
while a student organization 
fair will take place on the 
same location and time on 
Sept. 3. 

Unlike previous years, the 
Blue Raider Bash will not be 
held in the field behind Cum- 
mings Residence 1 lall due to 
renovations. 

"I wish the Blue Raider 
Bash could have occurred, 
but the renovation-, will be 
beneficia 1 to i he enti re MTSl' 
community," Boyd said. 

"There arc a lot of chang- 
es taking place on campus 
right now," Arrington said. 
"Ol course, We-Haul will 
be affected, but the univer- 
sity is working together to 
make move-in as smooth as 
possible under the circum- 
stances." 

MT signs new contract with 
Pepsi after 10 years with Coke 
By JOHNATHON SCHLEICHER 
Staff Writer 

Pepsi products have re- 
placed Coca-Cola on cam- 
pus in an attempt to bring 
in more revenue to help with 
university funds. 

After holding a 10-year 
partnership with the Co- 
ca-Cola bottling company, 
MTSU has switched over to 
Pepsi in a five-year contract 
said to be worth $2.1 mil- 
lion. 

The campus started replac- 
ing the vending machines be- 
fore the contract was actually 
finalized, showing that the 
business decision was already 
made. 

"Our contract with Coke 
was going to expire, and by 

the void policy we had to re 
bid the service," said John 
Cothern, vice president of fi- 
nance. "Pepsi made the best 
financial proposal and we 
thought that they had good 
products and services." 

According to Cothern, the 
decision to make the switch 
from Coke to Pepsi was pri- 
marily a business decision. 

"Both Pepsi and Coke 
made a sponsorship contri- 
bution on top of the commis- 
sion," Cothern said. "Part of 
it is from the promotion we 
do with the campus. We re- 
quired that in our bid specs." 

Overall, Cothern said that 
Pepsi was chosen because it 
adds more commissions on 
sales. 

Pepsi   vending   machines 

on campus is not necessarily 
a new experience for MTSU, 
said Cothern. 

"We decided to make the 
change to Pepsi because be- 
fore our tenure with Coke, 
Pepsi was the one that was 
here," Cothern said. 

Chris Massaro, athletic di- 
rector, said the switch to Pep- 
si would better the university 
as a whole. 

"We are developing a 
deeper financial interest 
from Pepsi than Coke has 
delivered, and we are getting 
better trade with Pepsi, with 
Gatorade and in quality," 
Massaro said. "We are gain- 
ing quite a bit, which helps 
the campus in general and 
with university funding." 

Massaro also said that he 

feifc 
Graphic By Alicia Wilson, Production Manager 

was excited about the switch 
because MTSU was ready 
for a new partner to do great 
things with. 

"Both sides had a chance- 
to bid on it, but clearly Pepsi 
was financially superior," 
Massaro said. 

With the change of brands, 
there is bound to be students 
and faculty who have loyal- 
ties to either brand. Cothern 
has heard multiple thoughts 
on the switch. 

"Well   1   have   had   com 
ments both ways, so you are 
going to get a little ol both 
sides," Cothern said. "Even 
from my own office, one pel 
son says they like Pepsi and 

are glad for the change while 
the other is saying they liked 
Coke better." 

"Pepsi is better because the 
Coke machines didn't offer 
Mountain Dew," said Scott 
Holbrook, senior political 
science major. "I like getting 
all jacked up on Mountain 
Dew." 

Samantha Davis, freshman 
nursing major, said that she 
enjoyed Pepsi because she was 
from up north, where Pepsi 
was more predominant. 

1 he few times 1 have been 
on campus, I have enjoyed a 
Pepsi," Davis said. "It is not 
like everywhere else in Ten- 
nessee where there is Coke." 
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Budget cuts cause increase in tuition 
Enrollment statistics and students' financial situations suffer 
due to an increase in fees, tuition and the loss of $6 million 
By TIFFANY GIBSON 
('jmDus News Editor 

\1 rSU university funds tor 
the 2008-2009 school year 
will be cut by over $6 million 
as a part of the $56 million 
being cut from public col- 
leges across the state of Ten- 
nessee. 

Out of the $6,156,000 being 
cut, S3» million will be de 
ducted from various depart- 
ments such as Academic Af- 
fairs, Business ,\nd Finance, 
Development and University 
Relations, Information Tech- 
nology, President, student 
Affairs and Athletics. 

'When we knew we were 
going to have cuts Sidne) 
McPhee asked each division, 
department and college to 
make a 5 percent budget cut 
plan." said John Cothern, 
senior vice president. "Obvi- 
ously, we are not cutting ev- 
ery department, division or 
college by 5 percent, but that 
gives us the scenario to see 
what we would do." 

"This was an ongoing pro- 
cess from the middle of May 
until June 30." 

An amount of $2.25 mil- 
lion is being cut from Aca- 
demic Affairs, which is the 
largest amount being de- 
ducted in one department. 
However, the same amount 
is also being deducted from 
pool accounts. 

Cothern said cuts in Aca- 
demic Affairs include un- 
filled positions, operating, 
travel and professional devel- 
opment funds. 

A 6.1 percent tuition in- 
crease has also been put into 
effect this year, making in- 
state tuition $2,150 per se- 
mester for 12 or more hours 
plus a program and service 
fee of $699. 

"We have a t> percent tu- 
ition increase, which will be 
nearly enough money to put 
it all back in the same place 
if we wanted to," Cothern 
said. "That's only $5.7 mil- 
lion so you see we're already 
$400,000 behind going into 
the semester." 

In addition to being 
$400,000 behind, the univer- 
sity is also required to cover 
fixed costs such as tuition 
discounts, graduate assis- 
tant Ices, fixed cost increases 
made to the library, utility 
costs increases, faculty pro 
motions, fringed benefit costs 
from previous years and sal- 
ary increases. 

As a result of the budget 
cuts and tuition increase, 
department fees have also in- 
creased. The debt service fee 
is now $60, while the athletic 
department has increased 
its fee to $25. There has also 
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I 'nfortunately, summer 
2008 enrollment decreased 
dramatically - 7.1 percent - 
due to the budget cuts and 
tuition increase. 

Nationwide, summer en- 
rollment has been decreas- 
ing in the last few years, and 
we have been experiencing a 
decrease in enrollment, but 

££ I don't think you are going to 
•• see a reduction in any of our 
services as a result of our cuts." 
Gene Fitch 
Associate vice president for Student Affairs and dean of Student Life 

been a $2 increase in both 
health services and recre- 
ation center fees. 

The department of music- 
has increased its fee for spe- 
cial instrument lessons from 
a professor or instructor. 

The fee for student housing 
has increased as well, which 
is primarily because of food 
and electricity. 

However, the fee for hous- 
ing and food do not receive 
state funding; therefore, 
these services are forced to 
raise money in order to meet 
their budgets, and are not af- 
fected by budget cuts. 

it was more significant this 
year," said Kaylene Gebert, 
executive president and pro- 
vost. "One reason clearly is 
the cost of gas for students 
to commute, and students 
might have worked part time 
and are now working full 
time in the summer to earn 
funds needed to return to 
school." 

According to Gebert, on- 
line courses have become 
more popular with the stu- 
dents for various reasons. 

"With tuition increasing, 
we are definitely concerned 
about enrollment," said Ge- 

bert. "When we look at this, 
we have always done well re- 
cruiting incoming freshman, 
but we are very focused on 
the retention of students that 
come back as sophomores, 
juniors and seniors because 
a lot of our students don't 
come back." 

Cleaning services have 
been cut by 5.1 percent and 
will affect campus facilities, 
particularly faculty offices. 

"They will take out trash 
and clean bathrooms every- 
day, but will clean faculty of- 
fices only once a week," Co- 
thern said. "They will clean 
classrooms and pick up. gar- 
bage every day for the most 
part." 

The second highest amou nt 
being cut from a department 
- $345,385 - is coming from 
the Office of Student Affairs. 

"Student Affairs is going 
to be looked at for cuts just 
like everyone else," said Gene 
Fitch, associate vice president 
for Student Affairs and dean 
of Student Life. "I don't think 
you are going to see a reduc- 
tion in any of our services as 
a result of our cuts." 

Fitch said that the office of 
Student Affairs had operated 
on tight budgets in the past 

five or six years ago and will 
continue to work with them 
in the future. 

"The only program that is 
being moved or relocated is 
our cooperative education 
program," Fitch said. "It is 
going to be incorporated un- 
der career and employment 
center, so the co-op program 
is not going away but rather 
will be supervised from an- 
other area." 

Despite the budget cut- 
backs, Fitch said that the 
positions in Greek Life and 
other offices would not go 
unfilled. He said that Danny 
Kelley, associate dean of Stu- 
dent Life, is willing to use his 
experience and Greek back- 
ground to help serve the of- 
fice, while Caroline Rutledge 
has been hired as a tempo- 
rarily replacement for Carrie 
Youell, previous coordinator 
of Greek Life. 

Overall, no faculty mem- 
bers will lose their jobs be- 
cause of the budget cuts. 

"There are a few positions 
that were eliminated but no 
one is losing a job or being 
terminated," Cothern said. 
"We are finding those out of 
a job a new position on cam- 
pus." 
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New associate 
dean of Student 
Life will tend to 
Greek Affairs 
By Alex Moorman 
Assistant News Editor 

Despite the absence of a di- 
rector and coordinator, Greek 
Life will have some help this 
fall from Danny Kelley, the 
newly hired associate dean of 
Student Life. 

"We knew Carrie had been 
looking for another position 
for some time now," said 
Gene Fitch, associate vice 
president for Student Affairs 
and dean of Student. Life. "It 
was no surprise that she was 
going and she was very par- 

ticular in her search, which 
lead to what took so long for 
her to make her move." 

Carrie Youell, the previous 
coordinator of Greek Life, 
left at the end of the sum- 
mer semester to pursue a ca- 
reer with the Greek system at 
the University of Tennessee 
Knoxville. 

"We ended up hiring some- 
one on an hourly position to 
work with Carrie to kind o 
learn what was going on, so 
that when our new associ- 
ate dean arrived, we would 

i 

Photo By Alex Moorman, Assistant News Editor 
Houses on Greek Row prepare for Fall 2008 recruitment. 

have someone who had been 
working up there that would 
help in the transition," Fitch 
said. "The plan at this point 

is to look at the coordinator's 
position and begin the search 
for someone to fill her posi- 
tion." 

Kelley said one of the ob- 
jectives would be to actively 
recruit qualified candidates 
to apply for the director's po- 
sition. The last Greek Life di- 
rector, Gentry McCreary, left 
MTSU in 2006 and his posi- 
tion was never filled. Another 
search for a Greek Life direc- 
tor is currently underway. 

During the  interim,   Kel 
ley will work closely with the 
Greek community to ensure 
they have the support they 
need. 

"I think we need someone 
in charge of Greek Life, like 
Carrie Youell, because for all 
of the organizations to come 
together and talk about issues 
we need someone to medi- 
ate," said Nic Bucinell, senior 
recording industry major and 
former Tau Kappa Epsilon 
president. "We need an un- 
biased figure in our meetings 
to help us better improve our 
fraternities and Greek Life .is 
a whole." 

Fitch said he thinks Kelley 

is going to be helpful since 
the Office of Greek Life have 
no full-time employees. 

"He's had 10 years of imme- 
diate work in Greek Affairs 
and around 13 all together," 
Fitch said. 

It's easy to say there is no 
cause for concern, Fitch said, 
because Kelley is well pre- 
pared with his background, 
but its a lot more difficult 
convincing the students. 

"I've talked to a couple 
ol students about the situa- 
tion and how we are going 
to deal with it," Fitch said. 
"It's natural foi them to feel 
[uncomfortable] because re- 
cruitment is coming up, but I 
have no doubt he can handle 
it and will handle it." 

Bucinell said that he wasn't 
aware that Kelley would be 
here, but hopefully he would 
be able to pull the load that 
Carrie left behind. 

"We really need someone 
to look out for our interests 
and without a Greek Life di- 
rector I don't know who is 
going to do that," Bucinell 
said. "The organization has 

GREEK, RHGE7 
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GREEK 
FROM PAGE 6 

so many plans, but without a 
director I just don't see how 
any of those things are going 
to happen." 

In addition to being a 
member of Phi Kappa Tau 
Fraternity, Kelley has exten- 
sive Greek life experience. As 
an undergraduate, he served 
as chapter president. Since 
graduating, he has served 
as a chapter advisor, house 
director and chairman of 
Greek alumni hoards. 

rr   I think a 
••   perma- 
nent seat in that 
office will make a 
huge difference, 
but we haven't 
had the perma- 
nent leadership to 
guide the office." 
Gene Fitch 
Associate vice presideni lor Stu- 
dent Affairs and dean of Student 
Life. 

He was also employed as 
the director of Risk Manage- 
ment and Insurance Services 
for his national fraternity 
headquarters. 

"For the past 13 years, 1 
have worked directly with 
Greeks as the director of 
Greek life on two college 
campuses," Kelley said. "My 
professional background is 
heavilv grounded in Greek 
life." ' 

Kelley said that in work- 
ing with Greeks on their re- 
cruitment efforts, there are 
several approaches that are 
important. 

"First, we have to figure 
out what current recruitment 
practices are being used and 
what is working and where 
we are falling short," Kelley 
said. 

It is also important to de- 
termine why more students 
are not joining Greek organi- 
zations. 

"This can partly be ac- 
complished by surveying 
our non-Greek students re- 
garding their perceptions 
of Greek life with one of the 
open-ended questions being, 
'why are you not a member of 
a Greek organization,'" Kel- 
ley said. 

"If we don't know how our 
non-Greek population feels 
about the product [Greek 
membership] being offered, 
we are playing guessing 
games as to how we market 
Greek life and what needs 
to be changed to make the 
Greek experience more at- 
tractive to non-joinei 
icv s.ini. 

tch said 'Hat during re- 
iruitment kcllc\ - role would 
be to vork with the frater- 
nities and get the word out 
about the benefits of joining 
such organizations. 

"Kelley will help because 
he has that background and 
he can work with them," 
Fitch said. 

Fitch* said that he thinks 
the reason for Greek recruit- 
ment numbers being down 
is that the position of Greek 
Life director is constantly 
changing. 

"I've been here for 11 years 
and in that 11 years there 
have been seven searches for 
director of Greek Life, so that 
should tell you something," 
Fitch said. "I think a perma- 
nent seat in that office will 
make a huge difference. We 
just haven't had the perma- 
nent leadership to guide the 
office." 

Fitch said recruitment just 
goes in cycles like everything 
else, but the university needs 
to have permanent staff 
members in place. 

"For a campus this size 
we should be at 12 percent 
or 15 percent [students who 
are members of Greek orga- 
nization], but for a number 
of years we've been at 7 per- 
cent," Fitch said. 

■ 

BECOME THE MOST 
GIFTED STUDENT 
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The coolest college gear, great prices and expert advice, that's your 
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29        Reg  $3999 
'7-2836 

Virgin Mobile ARC 

$4999 
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rate plans $60 or more 
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Compaq CQ50 Laptop 

499     after $100 mail-in 
prepaid card. Reg $59999 - 
25 497 

Netgear 
Wireless-G Router 

4GB ReadyBoost 
USB Flash Drive 

$39" 
25-3342 

Reg. $59.99 $24" 25275 

Offers good 7/27/08 through 9/30/08. Availability may vary by store. See store for details. 

*Pnce requires credit approval, up to $36 activation fee and $1/5 early-termination fee Monthly access 
and other airtime charges and taxes apply. ©2008 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. 

RadioShack 
Do Stuff.* 
RadioShack.com 

VISIT A RADIOSHACK STORE NEAR YOUR CAMPUS. 

College Central Shopping Center 
2874 South Rutherford Blvd. 

Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
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Check out Army ROTC leadership & scholarship opportunities. 
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DeFoe talks to reporters outside of a Knoxville courthouse. 

Confederate flag court 
case ends in a mistrial 
By BYRON WILKES 
Community News Editor 

First Amendment rights 
of high school students were 
put to the test as a federal 
jury failed to reach a verdict 
in a lawsuit between Tommy 
DeFoe and the Anderson 
County School Board. 

The all-white, seven-mem- 
ber jury could not come to 
a decision, and U.S. District 
fudge Tom Varlan declared a 
mistrial. 

DeFoe, a student at Ander- 
son County High School, was 
suspended for violating the 
dress code because he wore a 
belt buckle bearing the battle 
tlag that most people asso- 
ciate with the Confederate 
States of America. 

The stars and bars pattern 
that so many associate as 
the Confederate flag is actu- 
ally only one of over a hun- 
dred patterns used as flags at 
various times and places by 
the South during the Civil 
War. Nonetheless, the stars 
on blue bars against the red 
background   have   come   to 

symbolize decades of racial 
hatred and violence. 

"Frankly, we did not an- 
ticipate the amount of hype 
they [Anderson County 
School Board] put into this," 
said Kirk Lyons, attorney for 
DeFoe. "They shamelessly 
played the race card in try- 
ing to insinuate that it would 
somehow be offensive in a 
situation where it was clearly 
wasn't and there was zero 
disruption." 

Lyons represented DeFoe 
in asserting that wearing 
clothing bearing a Confed- 
erate symbol is perfectly 
acceptable free speech in 
school as protected by the 
First Amendment. The rul- 
ing in this case is particularly 
important because it would 
give a direction for the argu- 
ment concerning whether or 
not it is constitutional speech 
to wear the battle flag of the 
Confederacy in schools. 

"The question comes down 
to 'Is Tommy responsible," 

DEFOE, PAGE 10 
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DEFOE 
FROM PAGE 9 
said Lyons. "Four of the ju- 
rors in the case were north- 
erners, and only one of the 
seven jurors couldn't come 
to a decision. Our percep- 
tion of the seven jurors is 
that most of them were will- 
ing to side with Tommy." 

The Anderson County 
School Board and several 
other county education of- 
ficials disagree with Lyons' 
statements, and believe that 
any encroachment on the 
comfort zone of even one 
student is sufficient to act 
on school policy. 

"I think everyone in Ten- 
nessee knows we certainly 
have had problems with ra- 
cial tensions in the past, and 
that our district is rather 
small," said John Burrell, 
Anderson County school 
board member. Burrell is 
one of several county of- 
ficials involved in the law- 
suit. 

"The reason we did not 
specifically name the Con- 
federate flag or Ku Klux 
Klan or the Black Panthers 
in any dress code or policy 
is because there was the pos- 
sibility we would be leaving 

something out that might 
offend someone," said Bur- 
rell. "If something is offen- 
sive to a single student, we 
[the school] are responsible 
for removing it. from the 
learning environment for 
the sake of that student and 
all others." 

Both sides claim victory 
in the judge's ruling of a 
mistrial, but the long-term 
repercussions of this case 
remain to be seen. 

"Yeah, I do believe it was 
a victory because the board 
policy remains intact in 
terms of the dress code," 
said Burrell. "We would 
not allow students to pos- 
sess or use alcohol or ciga- 
rettes, and in the same sense 
we will not allow them to 
do something that is illegal 
from the school's position." 

"We believe that the oth- 
er side very nearly lost this 
case, and we'll be happy to 
keep going," said Lyons. 
"They [Anderson County 
School Board] were cocky 
and arrogant enough not to 
settle, and most of their ar- 
guments consisted of smoke 
and mirrors." 

Tommy DeFoe could not 
be reached for comment. 

Symphony covers Beatles' classics 
By FAITH FRANKLIN 
Assisstant News Editor 

A performance, engaging 
all ages of Beatles fans, will 
be held this evening, Aug 
ust 22. 

The Murfreesboro Sym- 
phony Orchestra will per- 
form an encore presenta- 
tion of last year's successful 
Beatles tribute: "Retro- 
madness: The Music of the 
Beatles" 

The concert will begin at 
8 p.m. at World Outreach 
Church, 1921 New Salem 
Road in Murfreesboro. 

Jeffery Reed, conductor 
for the MSO, is confident 
that the concert will be of 
interest to a variety of ages. 

Last season was Reed's 
inaugural year, and the 
Beatles tribute received 
great reviews. Reed decided 
to begin this season with 
the tribute. 

"I wanted to give those 
people who missed it last 
year an opportunity to see 
it," Reed said. 

Having the Beatles con- 
cert at the beginning of the 
season "is a very energetic 
way to kick off the season," 

said J. Brooks Christol, 
MTSU graduate and public 
relations coordinator for 
orchestra. "It is also very 
indicative of the different 
style of music that the MSO 
has as opposed to the ste- 
reotypical orchestra has." 

"We don't perform el- 
evator music and from the 
very first concert of the 
season, through the last 
concert, [the music] is not 
something that you would 
expect to come form the 
symphony," Christol said. 

The performance will 
feature the Rewinders, a 
band composed of nine 
musicians that were put to- 
gether by Reed to perform 
some of the biggest hits 
from the 60s and 70s. 

"A lot of people don't 
know that the Beatles used 
an orchestra on many of 
their recordings; they were 
one of the first groups to 
do that," Reed said. "That's 
[just] one of the reasons 
why they were so unique." 

With the combination of 
the MSO and the Rewind- 
ers, "we are trying to recre- 
ate what the Beatles did on 

^^^■■■H 

'their]   recordings,"   Reed 
said. 

Reed stresses the impor- 
tance of attending a live 
concert. 

"There is nothing like be- 
ing with other people who 
are enjoying the music and 
connect with the perform- 
ers on stage, and the sound 
will always be better than a 
recording," Reed said. "It's 
kind of like the difference 
between watching a movie 
and watching a play." 

The music of the Beatles 
sends a message that al- 
most any age bracket can 
relate to. 

"Although they broke up 
in the 1970s, their music is 
still very much relevant," 
Reed said. 

The audience members 
that lived during the Bcat- 
le's era left last year's con- 
cert "saying that it felt like 
they were taken back to 
their teenage years," Chris- 
tol said. 

The younger generation 
had a positive response as 
well, "because their love 
for the Beatles, and their 
appreciation for what they 
did for music," Chris- 
tol said. "The Beatles are 
t rans-generational." 

Although it is not possi- 
ble to see the Beetles, "this 
is the next best thing," 
Reed said. Tickets for the 
concert are available on- 
line at murfreesborosym- 
phony.com, or by calling 
the MSO office at (615)- 
898-1862. The price for the 
tickets is $35. 

For more 
information 
about other 

events, please 
visit us online at 
mtsusidelines.com 
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Rec Center expands with new facilities 
By KERRI MARTIN 
Contributing Writer 

The Recreation Center and 
Health Services will hold 
their grand opening celebra- 
tion for students to explore 
the newly expanded Recre- 
ation Center on Aug. 27 from 
3 p.m. until 9 p.m. 

"Rock the Rec Celebra- 
tion" will offer demonstra- 
tion classes in fitness, kayak, 
scuba and wall climbing. 
There will be food provided 
for students and guests, as 
well as musical performances 
from live bands. 

"I'm excited because it has 
la ken so long for them to 
build it," said Matt Rotoni, 
freshman recording indus- 
try major. "I wonder what 
the heck they're doing in 
there." 

"It is a great time for stu- 
dents, staff and even families 
to come check out all the Rec 
offers," said Josh Farmer, se- 
nior marketing major. 

Ray Wiley, associate direc- 
tor of the Rec Center, said he 
is excited to see students' re- 
actions to the expansion. 

"We've always known we 
needed to expand in certain 
areas," Wiley said. "More 
space means more programs, 
which leads to more student 
involvement." 

The lobby of the Rec < enter 
splits off into three hallways 
leading to three new and ex 
panded facilities. 

More room takes away 
lines and waiting to use sei 
vices," Wiley said. "This 
eliminates stress thai the ev- 
eryday college student doesn't 
need .inv more ol. 

The recreation area has 
been expanded in many 
different ways, including a 
4,000 square feet addition 
to the weight room, which 
will house 150 new pieces of 
equipment. 

A dance/sport room and 
cardio room has also been 
added, while the meeting 
rooms upstairs has been ex 
panded to provide .1 less hec- 
tic area that is easier to work 
in. 

In addition to the new ex 
pansions, a higher form ol se- 
curity called biometric hand 
scanner is now hem;.', used to 
enter the Rec ( entei. 

In order to obtain access 
to the facility, students must 
enter their "M number on 
the machine and place their 
right hand in between the 
grooves.   The scanner is de- 

signed to measuie students' 
right hands to make sure the 
number matches. Once the 
process is complete, access 
will be granted to go through 
the turnstiles. 

"I would definitely like to 
use the Rec Center in the 
future," said Emma Stickcl, 
sophomore mass commu- 
nication major. "The fact 
it's going to be finished and 
finally offering all the new 
services is the best part." 

The Outdoor Services has 
been improved and will al- 
low students to talk with an 
outdoor staff and plan hik 
ing, biking and rock climb- 
ing trips. Another feature of 
this service is the student can 
rent equipment for the trips 
they plan for a fraction of the 
price. The staff will also load 
up equipment at the three 

loading docks located behind 
the office. 

"The Outdoor Pursuits is 
one of the best services on 
campus," said Josh McKen- 
zie, MTSU alumnus. "The 
university has put a great 
amount of time and money 
into improving the facilities 
and should be realized by all 
students." 

The Health Services office 
has also been relocated into 
the Rec Center. The new of- 
fices will house a student 
health clinic and a pharmacy 
open to all students. 

"I'm glad that Health Ser- 
vices is in the Rec build- 
ing now with an easy to get 
to pharmacy," said Kayla 
Watson, freshman business 
major. "I think it will make 
things a lot easier on stu- 
dents." 

Training for your Future 
<'>'";>•"#<■•'■■ 

AUDIO TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 
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Open House - November 15th from 2-5 P.M. 
Classes begin September 29th & January 12th. 
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Photo By Alex Moorman. Assistant News Kditor 
A car circles the newly built roundabout with ease. 

>j 

Evening Care for Children 
Kindergarden through Sth grade 
923 E. Lytle Street 
(behind (eil Street parking lot) 

(815)904-8220 
www.mtM.ed»/"e€$p Monday-Thursday 3:00 m 
Fees: 
'40,00 weekly, first child 
♦15.00 daily, firstebild 
'20.00 registration fee 

'20.00 weekly, 
additional children 
'12.00 daily, 
additional children 

homework help special g«c$ts and activite* 
art, science, music, eet. activities   qualified teachers 
thewed/seasoHal projects 

L 

Phoio By Tlllany Gibson, Campus News Editor 
Students work out in the new cardio room located on the second floor of the Rec Center. 

Under construction 
The following is an update of 

all construction projects com- 
pleted or currently in progress 
at MTSU: 

Completed summer 2008: 

The Round About at Blue 
Raider Drive and Middle 
Tennessee Boulevard is com- 
plete. (We urge great caution 
when uses this until everyone 
has gotten used to the new 
improvements. Drive safely 
and watch carefully) 

The Recreation Center has 
been completed and they will 
have the ribbon cutting on 
the Aug. 27. 

Health Services has moved 
and they will be in their new 
building starting fall semes- 
ter beside the Rec Center. 

Lyon Hall renovation is 
complete and students arc 
moving in this fall. 

Completed after Fall 2008: 

Alumni Drive from Creek 
Row to Blue Raider Drive 
will be closed this week for 
final surface paving. 

Alumni   Drive from   Blue 

Raider Drive to Friendship 
Street will be closed for the 
fall semester for road im- 
provement. The intersection 
at Blue Raider and Alumni 
Drive will, however, be open 
next week. 

(With the closing of Alum- 
ni, there will be no access 
to the Library parking lot. 
During the construction pe- 
riod, the northern part of 
the parking lot by the I Ion 
ors Building will be changed 
from green to white. The 
southern end of the lot by 
Ezell Hall will remain green 
for students.) 

The blue and red Raider 
Express routes will be altered 
during this time: 

The blue route will make 
its stop at the Livestock Cen- 
ter and circle Blue Raider to 
the roundabout where it will 
turn right onto MTSU Bou- 
levard. It will then turn right 
by the Nursing Building and 
turn left onto Faulkinberry 
Drive. The bus will then 
turn left on Normal Way and 
circle Old Main Circle h.wk 
to MTSU Boulevard at lones 
I [all.    It will BO east d< 

MTSU Boulevard and turn 
left on Founders Lane back 
!o the stop at the Livestock 
Center. 

The red route will go east 
on MTSU. Boulevard from 
Normal Way, crossing Ru- 
therford Boulevard into the 
Rutherford Boulevard park- 
ing lot. It will make stops 
in the Rutherford Boulevard 
Lot and back across Ruther- 
ford Boulevard going west 
on Alumni Drive. The bus 
will then turn right onto 
Blue Raider Drive and stay 
on Blue Raider Drive until it 
gets to Faulkinberry. The bus 
will turn on Faulkinberry 
and then turn left on Normal 
Way back to MTSU Blvd. 

The Baseball Stadium is 
coming along and is expected 
to be completed fall 2008. 

The satellite? Plant down 
by Project H.E.L.P will also 
be finished sometime fall 
2008. 

The Kirksey Old Main 
exterior   renovations are in 
progress ,\m\ other beautifi 
cation processes. 
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'Cruise-in' attracts 
friends and families 
By BYRON WILKES 
( ommunilN News Lditoi 

Hot rods, classic tunes 
and good times abound at 
the Murfreesboro Hot Rod 
Club's weekly cruise-in, tak- 
ing place on the first Friday 
of May until Oct. 1. 

The sounds of revving en- 
gines and 50s hop meet every 
week while this event is going 
on, and families and friends 
alike are welcome to come 
out to the parking lot in front 
of Roses discount store. 

"We just dropped in when 
we saw all the old cars driv- 
ing around and parked in the 
parking lot," said Matt Mar- 
son, MTSU recording indus- 
try graduate, as he perused 
the numerous hot rods. 

The cruise-in starts around 
6 p.m., and goes on until 9 
p.m. every Friday, but many 
people show up early and 
leave a little later. 

"When we first started to 
have these cruise-ins, about 
75 folks with cars showed up. 
Then 150, then 300, then 400. 
It really took just took off," 
said one of MHRC's found- 
ing members, Phil Aluise. 
"We've been showing up 
since Spring 2002 just to get 
together and show off each 
other's cars." 

Aluise, along with his 
brother Chris and Dale Nash 
of Maxi Muffler, started the 
MHRC in the spring of 2002 
when they noticed the park- 
ing lot in front of the Stones 
River Mall was always empty, 
providing the ideal location 
for a cruise-in. 

"Chris really spearheaded 
the effort to have the cruise- 
in in the Stones River Mall, 
so we talked to the mall and 
formed the MHRC," said 
Aluise. "We completed all the 
insurance information and 
did all the hoops and eventu- 

ally it all came together." 
"We always used to see 

them in front of the Stones 
River Mall, and it seemed 
like a lot of fun," said Lind- 
say Voght, senior in criminal 
justice at MTSU. 

The club meets once a 
month and anyone can join 
the 100 plus members of the 
MHRC for a small fee of $25. 
MHRC is nonprofit and all 
proceeds from the cruise- 
in go to charities, including 
Christmas gifts for families 
who can't afford them. 

"We just like the atmo- 
sphere here. We go to a lot 
of car shows and the cruise- 
in is a good atmosphere for 
people with kids," said Val- 
entine and Isabel Lopez who 
brought their kids out to the 
cruise-in. 

The cruise-in also has a 
hula hoop contest for chil- 
dren of all ages and even 
door prizes for everyone who 
wants to take a chance. 

There is a selection of food 
including coke floats and hot 
dogs,   to   chocolate   dipped 

Photo by Andy Harper, Managing Ediiot 

A hot-rod enthusiast zooms past while checkng out the other cars at the Aug. IS cruise-In. 

frozen bananas and funnel 
cakes. 

"We've been living in 
Murfreesboro for about two 
years and have been coming 
for most of that time," said 
Dan Houston next to his '65 
Ford Falcon convertible. "He 
likes the cars, and I like the 
music," added his wife Nan- 
cy. 

The MHRC cruise-in pro- 
vides a look at some very 
skilled custom work and clas- 
sic automobiles, and captures 
the nostalgia of a time gone 
by perfectly with its feel- 
good, family atmosphere. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

rcjains i 

Pholo by Andy Harper, Managing Edilor 
Owners showcase their hot-rods in the parking lot of Roses while 
listening to jukebox Jams. 

all previously 
movies 

& games 
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framed art selection 
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Make the most of your time here 
MTSU was for me, at first, 

a place of transition. 1 left my 
university in New York— 
confused about which di- 
rection my academic career 
would go—and returned 
home to spend a semester 
on the familiar campus in 
the town where I grew up. 

I ended up finding my 
home, my place, and my 
passion at this school. I 
found Sidelines and the 
career that I truly want to 
pursue, and I found my 
place within a growing stu- 
dent body that never fails 
to enlighten, entertain and 
inspire me. 

I came to MTSU thinking 
I would spend a semester 
figuring out where I wanted 
to go next. But I stayed. 

I realized 1 had already 
found it. 

There are infinite cliches 

and stale words of wisdom 
I could share, but you've 
surely heard them all before. 
You know these are sup- 
posed to be the best years of 
your life. You know you're 
supposed to be building 
lifelong friendships, find- 
ing your calling and finding 
yourself. You know all this. 

The only advice I can give 
you is to not take these four 
(or more) years for granted. 
Follow cvcr\' avenue of op- 
portunity that comes your 
way because it probably 
won't come again. 

After spending this past 
summer in New York City 
interning at The Village 
Voice, I cannot sufficiently 
express how happy I am 
to return to Sidelines, to 
Murfrecsboro, to MTSU. Of 
course this summer was ex- 
citing, and, of course, I did 

From the Editor 
Sarah Lavery 

my best to enjoy every sec- 
ond of my time in The Big 
Apple. 

I interned alongside stu- 
dents from Yale, Colum- 
bia and top universities in 
New York. Most were not 
familiar with Murfreesboro 
(let alone Tennessee one 
Voice staff member actu- 
ally asked me if il was in the 
Midwest), and some greeted 
mv introduction with raised 

eyebrows, asking me to 
pronounce my hometown 
countless times. 

There's an inherent con- 
nection between Southern- 
ers that Northerners just 
don't understand. And 1 
longed for that con nee 
tion—for the company of 
people who unfailingly 
hold doors open, people 
who always apologize when 
they bump into you on the 
street. 

I couldn't be happier to 
return to my last semes- 
ter at MTSU. Even more, 1 
couldn't be happier to re- 
turn to Sidelines. 

I've been with this news 
paper for three years now 
It was after 1 joined llu 
staff thai I started to nub 
feel at home I encourage 
all 01 you, whether you're 
an   aspiring   writer,   artist 

photographer, grammar fa- 
natic or just someone with a 
point of view, to come join 
our team. Or, at the very 
least, use this newspaper as 
your guide to campus—find 
what it is that will guide you 
to your passion. 

As the editor-in-chief ot 
Sidelines, I want to do ev 
erything I can to make this 
newspaper the voice ol Ml 
SU's student body. I want 
to try to give ever) diverse, 
idea, event, organization ot 
student a place to be heard. 

It  was through  Sidelines 
that   I  found   im   hom< 
MTSU, and I hope this se 
mester, it can help you find 
the same. 

i 

edu. 

Involvement is an investment in your future 

Guest Columnist 
Vincent Windrow 

As I walked across the 
yard the other day to the 
James Union Building to 
have my staff identification 
card processed, I was bom- 
barded by images from days 
gone by. 

Actually, the more honest 
description would be "years 
gone by" especially since I 
first enrolled here at MTSU 
back in 1984 BF (Before Fa- 
cebook, that is). 

At double your age, I am 
no   spring  chicken;   I   am 

more like a fall duck. Yet my 
times experienced in years 
past are undeniably worth 
remembering. 

Not only did I get a de- 
gree from MTSU, I got a life 
while here. That is, I did not 
lie around my dorm curled 
up like boiled shrimp. 1 
purposefully engaged in 
campus activities, even af- 
ter I moved off campus. 

Without a car of my own, 
I often walked to campus to 
partake in the delicacies ol 
college life. 

The result? While a stu 
dent here, I met my future 
wife, roomed with my even- 
tual business partner, was 
initiated into a fraternity 
that I remain active in, es 
tablished lifelong friend- 
ships and honed latent 
leadership skills that I have 
utilized throughout my 
post-student years. 

As the beneficiary of a di- 
verse student programming 
experience, I was afforded 
the opportunity to be intro 
duced to different concepts 
and cultures which broad 
ened my perspective and 
corrected more than a tew 
misconceptions. 

1 came to MTSU in 19K-4 
thinking that I had already 
"arrived." Not overnight 
but over time. I departed 
MTSU in full possession of 
an expanded scope and a 
lifetime of experien< 

Now, as the new Dire. 
of Intercultural and Diver- 
sity Affairs, 1 invite you to 
make room in your life for 
wh.it Student I lie and the 
entire MTSU collegiate ex 
perience offers you. 

Sure, you can remain in 
that aforementioned crusta- 
cean shellfish-like position, 
if that piques your prawn, 

but its long-term prospects 
are limited.. 

Or you can invest in your- 
self b\ si-eking opportuni- 
ties    for    personal    growth 
Mid development. The g< i 
new- is that you only haw 
to look a little farther than 
your nose to discover tin 
countless   string  ot   events 
comingyour way from a Va 
riety of directions. 

By doing a little bit mon 
than opening your ey< 
will come into full viev 
posters, livers, signs am' 
mails offering you the great 
fortune to hear enlightening 
lectures, be amazed by mu- 
sical presentations, become 
introduced   to   the   Greek 
s\ stem, view stunningartis 
tit creations, cheei on great 
athletic performances be 
in\ited to membership in 
campus organizations and 
so much more. 

Outside ot your present 
world and frame of refer- 
ence exists an entirely dif- 
ferent one. The greater your 
thirst lor knowledge, the 
more that world opens it- 
sell lo you. In other words, 
drink, eat ami be merry be- 
cause tomorrow may very 
well be the ddv that vou 

\! Ist' w> enter the next 
phase ot your life. Stick a 
big straw into the present 
so thai you can step into the 
future confident in not only 
your academic achieve 
ments but your well-round 
edness, as well. I hope to sei 
you around' 

ent Windrow is tht 
new director of Intercultural 
and Diversity Affairs. He 
may h, reached at }\\in<l- 
row@mtsu.edu. 
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School uniforms set freshmen apart 
Looking back on high 

school jnd the dreadful caf- 
eteria food, along with sat 
isfactory education, things 
weren't too bad, but recently 
high schools have begun de- 
veloping "freshman acad- 
emies" in .\n attempt to com 
pletely isolate freshmen. 

Their logic behind these 
academies is that if stu- 
dents are isolated during 
their freshman year then 
they are more likely to pur- 
sue their education until 
graduation. 

Even though these <\^.\d 
emies will help eighth grail 
ers who have fallen behind 
and inspire other students 
to learn, Kathleen High 
School in 1 akeland, Fla., 
has taken their academy to a 
whole other level by requir- 
ing their freshmen to wear 
school-issued t-shirts all 
year round, 

Shirts are S7 and will be 
given to any student who 
cannot afford to purchas< 
them. As far as winter cloth- 
ing goes, long-sleeved shirts 
will be unveiled later this 
yea r. 

The shirts come in grey, 
black, red and white, and 
have a logo on the back with 
the words "Fire Academy" 
surrounded by flames. The 

word fire is an acronym for 
"Freshmen Inspired In   Rig 
orous and Relevant Educa 
tion." 

First of all, dress codes 
stipulating a specific uni 
form should not be allowed 
in public schools. II a parent 
or child feels the nct.x\ for a 
closet full of the same wan! 
robe then they should seek 
education at a private insti- 
tution. 

Of course, all schools hav< 
dress codes, but requiring 
students in a certain grade 
to wear identical uniforms 
while allowing older students 
to parade around in various 
outfits is unfair and com 
pletely ridiculous. 

Students aren't going to be 
"proud" of being in the fi; 
man academy if they are sub 
ject to humiliation In  oldei 
students who will be able to 
spot  their grade status right 
away 

Wording to Ginger 
Rosenau, assistant principal 
at Kathleen high school, the 
shirts will reduce peer pies 
sure because students will 
know what to wear every 
day. 

How will wearing a uni- 
form reduce the amount of 
peer pressure? Sorry, but I 
guess I didn't realize self-ex- 

Open Mouth, Insert 
Foot 
Tiffany Gibson 

pression through clothing is 
a gateway addiction. 

David ! ewis, senior di 
tor ot high schools, said that 

shirts will give freshmen a 
' sense of identity and pride." 

Requiring someone to wear 
something does not give him 
or her an individual identity; 
it onh takes away from their 
sell expression. 

Public school dress codes 
are horrendous enough, but 
requiring students to wear 
the same shirt for no appar- 
ent reason other than pride is 
ludicrous. 

To add insult to injury, 
Rosenau said that anyone 
could tell which students 
were ninth-graders right 
away. Basically, Rosenau be- 
lieves that every ninth-grad- 

er looks the same, so why 
not paint them all one color 
and have them march down 
a high school corridor in a 
straight line? 

Obviouslv, ninth graders 
aren't required to wear these 
shirts tor salctv reasons  in 
s.uise other high school stu 
dents are  tree to roam  the 
halls wearing whatever they 
like. 

Also these shirts are not 
being enforced because stu- 
dents' former garments were 
offensive or distracting to 
the learning environment. 
Besides, if distraction is j 
concern then why make 360 
freshmen wear certain shirts 
to stand out amongst their 
peers? 

Perhaps this is why fresh- 
men have been completely 
isolated in many schools. As 
part of the new academies 
developing across the coun- 
try, schools have begun put- 
ting freshmen up on differ- 
ent floors away from all other 
students and separating their 
lunch periods. 

The intention behind this 
could be related to ninth- 
graders' previous system at 
middle school, which deals 
with teams, but by separating 
them and controlling their 
wardrobe the administration 

is setting a terrible first im- 
pression of high school. 

Let's face it; high school is 
hard enough without having 
to deal with social acceptance 
and dress code restrictions. 
SO wh\ go the extra mile to 
make things more difficult 
for these kids? 

■\s ot now. Kathleen is the 
only high school in Polk 
County that has required its 
freshman academy students 
to purchase and wear school- 
issued shirts. 

As a reward, students will 
be given opportunities to 
wctir a different shirt with- 
out the "Fire Academy" logo 
for high attendance. Students 
also have the freedom to 
wear shorts, skirts and pants 
in denim* black or khaki 
with their freshman academy 
shirts. 

With luck, maybe other 
schools will realize the fail- 
ure of this "pride ploy" and 
disapprove of this outrageous 
idea and allow their students 
to learn in an environment 
that is not pressuring them 
to surrender their creativity 
and identity. 

Tiffany Gibson is a sopho- 
more journalism major and 
can be reached at slnews@ 
mtsu.edu. 

Profit motive leads to unintended consequences 

We Are All Dinosaurs 
Daniel Potter 

Scary news from Harvard's 
lerome Groopman in last 
week's New Yorker: Bacteria 
are increasingly resistant to 
modern antibiotics, and rap- 
idly outpacing our ability to 
treat infections. 

In case you missed it, this 
is why when you visit student 
health with a sinus infection, 
the doctor can be reluctant 
to prescribe antibiotics; the 
more common such drugs 
become, the more likely bac- 

teria will develop resistances 
to them. 

Incidentally, factory farm- 
ing also plays a huge role 
here, as livestock arc pumped 
full of antibiotics. "The drugs 
are not used to cure sick ani- 
mals but to prevent them 
from getting sick, because we 
crowd them together under 
filthy circumstances. These 
are perfect environments for 
disease," says University of 
California, Berkeley profes- 

sor Michael Pollan. 
So why can't modern med- 

icine just adapt to keep up 
with the microbes? Well, to 
some extent it tries, with lim- 
ited success. But that effort 
is dampened by widespread 
disinterest from large phar- 
maceutical companies. 

That's because Big Pharma 
has little monetary incentive 
to invest heavily in antibi- 
otic research - What good is 
a breakthrough treatment if, 

as soon as doctors get ahold 
of it, they immediately start 
trying not to use it? 

Instead, Groopman writes, 
"drug companies are looking 
for blockbuster therapies that 
must be taken daily for de- 
cades, drugs like I.ipitor, for 
high cholesterol, or Zyprcxa, 
for psychiatric disorders, 
used  by millions of people 

PROFIT MOTIVE, PAGE 22 
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Prospectus for the 
future: A college 
senior looks ahead 

to be had. This is the time 
for either being terrified or 
excited, and I'm probably a 
combination of both. 

As great as college has been, 
you reach that point where 
real life is at your fingertips. 
Sure real life is full of bad 
jobs, mortgage payments, 
and menopause, but I want 
to be there! Contributing to 
society! 

And, ever looming is the 
fear everyone has of graduat- 
ing and moving home with 
mom and dad because they 
couldn't cut it. I will never 
say that it can't happen to 
me, but it makes for a good 
source of incentive for me to 
keep being responsible and 
hard-working. 

As 1 sit, I look around at 
my apartment. It's very small 
and crowded. It is a constant 
image of college life for me. 
Shelves piled with books, 
laundry to be folded spread 
all over the couch, guitar 
leaning in the corner, records 
in crates along the wall. 

It's like we're all here, and 
we're all just trying to make 
it. And, we're all in the same 
boat. No space, no money, 
no sleep No wonder we're all 
ready to gel oul of here. 

1 think about my class load 
this semester, About studio 
hours and lab limes. About 
working. About attempts 
for sleep. And, I say, bring it 
on. With graduation moving 
closer and closer, it just gives 
me more fuel to keep it all go- 
ing. 

Thanks MTSU, it's been 
fun, but I'm ready to get out 
of here. 

Alaina Thetford is a senior 
recording industry major and 
can be reached at act2p@ 
"iifu.edu. 

Hand Sanitizer 
and Lip Gloss 
Alaina Thetford 

Sitting at home on a Sun- 
day evening, listening to a 
combination of Nashville folk 
music and my cat purring, I 
think about the foreboding 
school year. Especially since 
it is my last one, and I have a 
week left before diving in feet 
first. 

Every time a new semester 
rolls around, I am forced into 
thinking about all the previ- 
ous ones I have had. College 
is such a small moment in 
time and so few people seem 
to understand that. 

Yet everything that hap- 
pens during this time affects 
the rest of our lives. We learn 
things to gain employment 
alter graduation. We make 
friends we will have forever. 
And many people meet "the 
one." 

It's generally tour years of 
our lives - a mere blink ol 
an eye compared to the Lest 
of it. 

I always find myself think- 
ing about such things. I think 
of friends that I've gained and 
lost. I think of all my "bliss- 
ful romances" that ended in 
disaster. ..or never should 
have begun in the first place. 

1 think about all 1 have 
learned and how there is 
still so much knowledge left 
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Students without cars can still have fun 
By MICHAEL STONE 
Features Editor 

It's a Friday night and 
you have a pocket full of 
cash. Unfortunately, it's not 
enough to buy that hunker 
from the used car lot that 
can, vanity set aside, get you 
from point A to point B. That 
means you're stuck in your 
dorm room watching Sein- 
feld reruns, right? 

Absolutely not Mister or 
Miss Car-less. 

There are plenty of ways 
for the MTSU student who's 
stranded on campus without 
a ride to have a good time af- 
ter a rigorous week of classes. 

"I use to have a hard time 
finding things to do after 
school," says Elizabeth Mar- 
tinez, a junior accounting 
major who has been car-less 
all through college. "Now 
that I've gotten to know the 
area better, I've found a lot 
more fun things to do in 
town." 

ON CAMPUS 

The first and most obvi- 
ous place to have fun with- 
out a car is right outside your 
dorm - literally. 

Student Programming has 
been entertaining students 
on campus for over 40 years. 
It brings musicians, com- 
ics, films and a host of other 
forms of entertainment to 
the grounds of MTSU. 

The events Student Pro- 
gramming is hosting this year 
are sure to give the car-less 
student more than enough 
relief from school, said Greg 
Fciling, coordinator for Stu- 
dent Programming. 

"Everything that is hosted 
by Student Programming 
is picked 100 percent by the 
students," Fciling said. "So 
there's always something for 
everybody." 

The organization will kick 
off this year's events Tuesday 
at 8 p.m. in the Murphy Cen- 

Photos Bv fcrin O'Learv. (.oniribuiiiiK Phoiograpther 
Places like Gentlemen   Jim's and The Grind are ideal places for fun for car-less students. 

ter with comedian Mike Bir- 
biglia. The following night, 
Student Programming will 
host Campus Recreation's re- 
opening ceremony beginning 
at 3 p.m. The ceremony will 
be complete with live music, 
tours of the new building and 
various other activities. 

Throughout the year, the 
organization will show re- 
cently released films in the 
KUC Theatre for only $2. 
This is better than paying for 
gas and an $8 movie ticket, 
right? Movies, along with 
major concerts, are the only 
things that come with a cost 
for students. Everything else- 
costs a whopping $0. 

"I always enjoy the acts that 
are brought on campus," says 
Steven Tate, an MTSU senior 
who has lived on campus for 
4 years without a car. 

Feiling says he takes pride 
in bringing enjoyment to stu- 
dents like Tate. 

"We're really looking for- 
ward to this year," Feiling 
said. 

But   if  vou're   more   of a 

hands-on person rather than 
kicking back and watching 
something, MTSU has just 
the right place for you. 

The    recently    renovated 
Campus   Recreation   center, 
or more popularly known as 
the "Rec," is now one of the 
most   state-of-the-art   facili 
ties in Middle Tennessee. Ac 
tivitics available at the Rec in 
elude basketball, racquetball, 
weight lifting, rock climbing, 
swimming,   volleyball   and 
pretty   much   anything   else 
you can think of that will get 
your heart beating. 

"Everyone is very excited 
about the new Rec being 
open," says [enny c rouch, 
marketing and accessibility 
coordinator tor (!ampus Rec 
reation. "Once students come 
to it for the first time, the) re 
sure to be hooked." 

Renovations to the Rec 
Included new aerobics, out- 
door equipment and cardio 
rooms, an expansion to the 
weight room, new offices, a 
new health services center 
and a new entrance. 

The Rec also hosts acti\ i 
ties    including     intramural 
sports leagues and outdooi 
pursuit trips. 

With all these activities and 
more. (lampus Recreation 
proves that you don't need a 
cat to have tun. 

"Anyone who   knows  me 
knows I'm not too lug into tit 
ness, but with so much to do 
(al the Re< i, I'm really driven 
to get m shape," ( rouch says. 

TO SMOKE OR DRINK 

but if being on campus u 
minds you too much of drea 
ry lectures from your profes 
sors, then there are plent) of 
things viHI  can  do that are 
well   within   walking,   bicy 
cling or   skateboarding dis- 
tance from campus, includ- 
ing visiting Samiii's Hookah 
Longue,   located   oil   Middle 
Tennessee Boulevard. 

I he  lounge  was   recenth 
opened  bv Sami   Ihmaidan, 
former owner ol \!e//a ( ui 
sine.   Ihmaidan   dosed   the 
doors of Mezza to concen 

trate on making his hookah 
lounge the place to relax in 
Murfreesboro. 

"I always wanted to do 
something that college kids 
would really enjoy because 
I remember what it was like 
to be in college," Ihmaidan 
says. 

Along with more than 100 
types of tobacco, includ- 
ing popular flavors like Blue 
Mist, Tequila Sunrise and 
Black Grape, the lounge of- 
fers drinks and exotic foods. 
And it's all at an affordable 
price 

"I keep my prices as low 
as I can," Ihmaidan says. "1 
want this to be a place where 
people can come hangout for 
an affordable price." 

Though the lounge is 18+, 
and no alcoholic beverages 
are served, guests are allowed 
to bring their own "bever- 
ages." 

"People still have to show 
me   their    I.D.,"    Ihmaidan 

s.   I don't want to get into 
'rouble." 

but if tor some reason you 
decide that Samiii's isn't the 
right hookah joint for you, 
vou're in luck you ride-less 
student you because there is 
another hookah joint very 
-lose to campus. 

The (Irind, a fairly new 
hookah place with a laid back 
environment that will surely 
have you talking about how 
iiin last night was. 

Located righl behind cam- 
pus on E. Main Street, The 
Grind, which is also 18 f, was 
started by Kathy DeFeo and 
liei husband to keep in touch 
with their young side by pro- 
\ iding a hip place for college 
students. 

The Del eo's try to keep 
their prices .is low as possible 
too, offering a bowl of too, of- 
fering a bowl of tobacco for 

RDE.PAGE19 
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$5 and bottomless drinks for 
$5. 

"You could have a S10 night 
and spend hours here," Kathy 
says. 

It's not all about tobac- 
co smoking at The Grind, 
though. Every Monday night 
is open mic night. 

"People can do whatever 
they want, like poetry or a 
song or whatever," Kathy 
says. 

Every Friday night is 
acoustic music night at The 
Grind for anyone who wants 
their songwriting skills to be 
heard or for anyone who just 
loves live music. 

The DeFeo's decided to be- 
gin opening at 8 a.m. with 
school starting for all the 
early birds of MTSU. 

"If you're up that early, def- 
initely stop by and have a cup 
of coffee," Kathy says. 

What about something be- 
sides hookah you say? Have 
no fear - there are of course 
other things to do besides in- 
hale smoke worth a car-less 
journey. 

One of those things is, well, 
drink. I'm kidding of course 
- for the most part. That is 
one of the options, though, 
at Graffiti Bar, a karaoke bar 
that is growing in popular- 
ity and located just minutes 
from campus down Ruther- 
ford Boulevard. 

You don't have to be a 
drinker to have fun at Graf- 
fiti. There is karaoke, live 
music and the ability to spray 
paint the walls - hence the 
name. 

"I usually don't go out to 
bars, but (Graffiti) is defi- 
nitely one I like," senior ac- 
counting major Dedrick 
Mitchell says. 

Graffiti is one of the few 
bars that people under 21 
can go to, but you still can't 
consume alcohol until you're 
21. So sorry underclassmen, 
guess you'll just have to be- 
have yourselves for a few 
more years. 
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One of the 21+ bars in 
Murfreesboro, (ientlemen 
lim's, has two locations, one 
on Greenland Drive and one 
on East Main Street Both are 
located very close to campus. 

"(lim's has) a great atmo- 
sphere," says lim Baldwin, 
owner of both locations. 
"There's never a lot of trouble 
because of security. We have 
low prices and cheap beer." 

Yes, Jim's is a bar, but serv- 
ing alcohol is not its only 
offering. There's also pool, 
darts and the item necessary 
for everv bar, a jukebox. 

Every Tuesday and Thurs- 
day is 'beer bash" at Jim's. 

"Beer bash means $3 pitch- 
ers," Baldwin says. 

There is a more music-on 
ented bar, located on Green- 
land Drive right across from 
campus, called The Boro 
Bar and Grill. The Boro, as 
it's frequently referred to as, 
has live music every Friday 
and Saturday with no cover 
charge on Fridays. It also has 
pool, darts, a full menu and, 
believe it or not, kickball ev- 
erv other Sunday. 

"We're just a big fam- 
ily here," bartender Heather 
Rose says. "Everybody has 
each others backs and there's 
never really any drama hap- 

pening. 
The Boro hasdrinkspecials 

every dav except for Saturday, 
coffee and an outside patio. It 
has a flavor that Rose simply 
savs "sets it apart from other 
bars." 

There is more action go- 
ing on elsewhere, but it may 
take a few more strides, ped- 
als or pushes. That action is 
taking place down East Main 
Street at Murfreesboro's Pub- 
lic Square, or more popularly 
known as "The Square." 

Located there is Liquid 
Smoke, a 21+ bar that also 
offers a wide selection of im- 
ported, hand-made cigars 
kept fresh in either the walk- 
in humidor or the cabinet 
one. 

"We're  not a dance hall 
or a night club," says Mike 
LaMure,   owner   of  Liquid 
Smoke. "We're just a neigh 
borhood tavern." 

The bar offers live mu- 
sic from house bands Luke 
Pruitt and The Go Show, as 
well as other local bands, 
darts and hookah. This cul- 
mination of activities makes 
Lieu id Smoke a place "where 
nobody can come in without 
already having a friend or 
making a new one," LaMure 
says. 

Right across the way from 
Liquid Smoke at The Square 
is Bluesboro, a 21+ bar that 
is very hard to miss when 
venturing around Murfrees- 
boro. 

"We're the biggest bar on 
The Square," says Mike Mc- 
Clellan, security employee 
for Bluesboro. 

The bar is very popular 
among MTSU students and 
attracts a very diverse crowd. 

"The best part about this 
place is the mix of people and 
the bands," bartender Nick 
Diel says. 

Unfortunately for you car- 
less MTSU students, this 
weekend wilPbc your last op- 
portunity to check out Blues- 
boro. On Monday, Aug. 24, 
the bar's doors will be shut 
for renovations. It will re- 
open in October under the 
name The Blue Rooster. 

RESTAURANTS 

If none of the aforemen- 
tioned places are vour cup 
of tea, it's okay because I 
have some other suggestions. 
These suggestions involve 
something that no one can be 
opposed to, and that's eating. 

Two Mexican restaurants, 
La Siesta, located off Green- 

land Drive, and Camino 
Real, located off East Main 
Street, are definitely worth 
checking out. Right down the 
street from Camino is Slick 
Pig Barbeque and Nuttin' 
But Wings, to very different 
restaurants with one thing in 
common -deliciousness. 

But Get to know people on 
your floor and in your cam- 
pus community. It's with 
these young men and wom- 
en that you will become the 
close with over your college 
career, and bevond that, your 
life. 

"Most of the good friends 1 
have now are ones that I have 
met since I started at MTSU 
last fall," savs Chad Howse, a 
sophomore philosophy ma- 
jor. 

And how did Chad make 
all those good friends? 

"I just started talking to 
people honestly," Howse 
says. 

But if you don't want to 
talk, and if nothing else I've 
suggested appeals to you, 
maybe those Seinfeld reruns 
are for you. But chances are, 
you'll find something to keep 
you entertained, even if your 
wallet won't allow you to own 
that old rust bucket from 
limmy's Used Car Lot. 
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Greek housing for MTSU girls? 
The discussion about sorority housing continues this September 
By SARAH STERCHI 
Contributing Writer 

Have you ever driven past 
Greek Row and thought 
about why there are frater- 
nity houses but not sorority 
houses? 

You might have heard that 
there is an old Tennessee law 
stating that more than eight 
women living together in a 
single residence is considered 
a brothel. 

If you believed .this, you 
were deceived. In fact, that 
myth was officially cleared 
up in 2003 when the 103rd 
Tennessee General Assem- 
bly passed legislation stating 
"any rules applying to a so- 
rority house shall be no less 
stringent than those applying 
to a fraternity house." 

And yet sorority houses are 
few and far between in Ten- 
nessee. 

In January of 2007, the 
Sigma Kappa chapter at the 
University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga opened the 
university's first residential 
sorority house. And perhaps 
MTSU won't be far behind. 

While no laws actually pro- 
hibit the existence of sorority 
housing, there are still chal- 
lenges when it comes to this 
issue. 

There has been an ongoing 
discussion concerning so- 
rority housing at MTSU for 
years now. Plans for Greek 
Row began in December of 
1994, but the houses were not 
actually complete until |anu- 
ary of 2000. These houses 
ranged in cost from $875,000 
to $1.1 million. 

So why haven't they built 
any sorority houses yet? 

Gene Fitch, associate vice 
president for Student Affairs 
and dean of Student Life, 
would tell you it comes down 

r s Sorority housing is something 
• • that our whole chapter would 

like to see" 
Tracie Henson 
President of Zeta Tau Alpha 

to money. 
Fitch has played a crucial 

role in discussions of soror- 
ity housing, working with 
MTSU sororities to find a 
plan that is reasonable, af- 
fordable and achievable. 

"The local chapters are 
very interested (in sorority 
housing)," Fitch says. "But 
the (sororities') offices do 
not feel they can support 
the types of homes that have 
been presented." 

There have been about five 
detailed plans presented, 
but the sororities have de- 
termined that the plans are 
"cost-prohibitive." It seems 
the biggest challenge is figur- 
ing out the most affordable 
plan, and so far, they have yet 
to come up with one. 

Plans have been submit- 
ted to build homes on va- 
cant land behind Campus 
Crossings South on City 
View Drive. Pitch said rep- 
resentatives of the sorori- 
ties recently contacted him 
further discuss these plans. 
This meeting is scheduled tor 
September. MTSU is willing 
to lease the land, but it would 
be left up to the sororities to 
pay for the houses by getting 
loans through banks or other 
sources. 

While funding is a major 
issue, Fitch also noted that 
finalization of these plans is 
also contingent upon agree- 
ment among sororities. 

Tracie Henson, president 
of Zeta Tau Alpha, expressed 
great    interest    in    sorority 

housing. 
"Sorority housing is some- 

thing that our whole chapter 
would like to see," Henson 
says. 

Essence Lopez, president of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, express- 
es a s*omewhat different view. 

"I personally don't care 
about houses, and I know 
some members of my soror- 
ity don't care about housing, 
but more of a large space or 
room where we can meet and 
store things," Lopez says. "It 
might be a little different 
for (other sororities) when it 
comes to housing." 

In fact, some sororities did 
have space like Lopez de- 
scribed until recently. Chap- 
ter rooms in Corlew and 
Cummings Hall were closed 
in May due to building reno- 
vations. The rooms were ac- 
tually scheduled to be closed 
sooner and were expected to 
be lost by 2007 as part of a 10- 
year renovation plan. 

Fitch says there are no plans 
to reopen them. 

"We were very sad to lose 
our chapter rooms," Hen- 
son savs. "It's hard to plan 
everything at least a week in 
advance so that we can get 
the proper paperwork into 
the university to reserve a 
room." 

Alpha Kappa Alpha never 
had chapter rooms to begin 
with, so Lopez can sympa- 
thize. 

"I was so sad for (the so 
rorities that lost their chapter 
rooms)   when  1  heard  thev 

were being taken away and 
they were going to have to fig- 
ure out what to do with their 
things and where to meet as 
well," Lopez says. 

With chapter rooms gone, 
the sororities are clearly in a 
difficult position. Not only 
do they have to find a place 
to store things such as tro- 
phies and photographs, but 
they also face the challenge 

of finding available space on 
a regular basis to conduct 
meetings. 

It seems that sorority hous- 
ing would solve this problem 
by giving the women facili- 
ties where they could make 
themselves at home and re- 
lieve the stress of searching 
for a suitable place to take 
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Don't be surprised 
if you turn a few heads. 

UNLIMITED 
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SUN TAN CITY 
Let yourself shine. 
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The music of Murfreesboro 
Big-name, expensive shows don't always beat the feel of a local performance 
By ELIZABETH GUYE 
Contributing Writer 

With school starting, 
students are returning 
to their dorms or apart- 
ments and preparing for 
the school year. Weeks 
will soon become full of 
studying, stressing, and 
nights and weekends 
will become an escape. 

Some nights, you may 
just stay in, or hang out 
with some friends, but 
other nights you may 
want to go out with 
friends and listen to 
local music and have a 
relaxing night on the 
town. 

And Murfreesboro is 

just the place for that 
live music. It has a wide 
variety of places that 
students can see their 
favorite local bands, as 
well as ones they are 
seeing for the first time. 

One of those places is 
Bluesboro, a restaurant 
and bar with nightly en- 
tertainment. The Daily 
News Journal recently 
named the bar the best 
place for entertainment 
as well as, the best bar 
in Murfreesboro. Even 
though it will be closing 
on Aug. 24 for renova- 
tions, it will be back in 
full force in October 
under the name The 
Blue Rooster. 

Anyone     can     find 

something they like to 
listen to at Bluesboro 
because it hosts a wide 
selection of live music 
including country, rock, 
blues, R&B and dance. 

Mandy Hughes, an 
MTSU alumni, says 
Bluesboro is her favorite 
place to go, because it is 
a lot bigger and more 
people come, making 
the atmosphere a lot 
more social than other 
venues. She also thinks 
the music there is all 
really good every time 
she has been. It is no 
wonder it was chosen to 
have the best entertain- 
ment. What ever will 
Murfreesboro do until 
October? 

Perhaps the city will 
look into one of the 
newest places for live 
music, Graffiti Bar. 
On Monday and Tues- 
day night, Graffiti Bar 
has karaoke, and most 
other nights it has live 
music. 

Graffiti Bar is unique 
because every inch of 
the bars walls are cov- 
ered in Graffiti, giving 
it a lively feeling like no 
other. 

"Graffiti Bar is my 
favorite place to go in 
Murfreesboro," says 
Minh Le, sophomore 
marketing major. "I al- 
ways have a great time 
there and the atmo- 
sphere is a lot of fun." 

Then we have, The 
Boro Bar and Grill. The 
Boro is a good place to 
listen to live music dur- 
ing your precious week- 
ends. It also has good 
food to enjoy while lis- 
tening to live rock mu- 
sic. Its open all week as 
a restaurant and bar, 
but, unfortunately for 
the rockin' crowd, live 
music is only played on 
weekends. 

But what if you're not 
into local rock? 

Kirkenburts Smoke- 
house Grill is the place 
to go if you enjoy coun- 
try music. Every Thurs- 
day night they have live 
country bands come 
and perform. The res- 

taurant has a casual, 
laid back atmosphere, 
making it very comfort- 
able and enjoyable. 

Wall Street is a very 
popular place for live 
music also. It has a res- 
taurant and bar down- 
stairs and music ven- 
ues and a bar upstairs. 
Wall Street is 21 and up, 
though, for both levels, 
so sorry kiddies. 

Every Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday fea- 
tures great, local rock 
bands that are sure to 
impress. 

Another popular 
place to go is Club 527. 
It also has two levels, 
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MUSIC 
FROM PAGE 21 
one with a nightclub setting 
and concert hall, and the 
other with billiards. Club 527 
has karaoke on Wednesday 
and Thursday, and has main- 
ly rock bands playing the rest 

of the nights. 
Jared Henderson, freshman 

liberal arts major, has played 
live music at Club 527 and 
thinks it is the biggest music 
venue in Murfreesboro and 
his personal favorite. 

A cozier place for live mu- 
sic is Liquid Smoke. It pro- 

SORORITY 
FROM PAGE 20 

care of business. 
"It is becoming more dif- 

ficult to find rooms on cam- 
pus to meet in," Lopez says. 
"Considering that Greeks 
participate in, plan and carry 
out the majority of the activi- 
ties on campus, meeting to 
plan those events is crucial, 
and not having a meeting 
room or environment is not 
helpful. It just makes it easier 

if there were some set place to 
meet that you could call your 
own." 

Fitch is hopeful that the 
chapters are making prog- 
ress towards the goal of so- 
rority housing, and perhaps 
the September meeting will 
bring an agreement that can 
put their plans into action. 
For now, though, the sorori- 
ties will have to do the best 
they can without housing or 
chapter rooms. 

PROFIT MOTIVE 
FROM PAGE 15 

of dollars each year." 
By contrast, antibiotics are 

only taken briefly, and are 
therefore less lucrative. "The 
exception is the use of anti- 
biotics in livestock, which is 
both a profit-driver and a po- 
tential cause of antibiotic re- 
sistance," Groopman notes, 
citing research that shows 
fewer and fewer antibacterial 
agents going to market. 

Lousy capitalism. It's sup- 
posed to incentivize progress 
and spur invention, but here 
the profit motive seems to 
betray those of us that don't 
want to revisit the pre-antibi- 
otic era. It's just one of many 
cases in which capitalism ac- 
tually undermines progress 
rather than rewarding it. 

Interestingly, that rascally 
profit motive also proves 
a stumbling block in the 
agenda of one of capitalism's 
stronger supporters - John 
McCain. 

Lately McCain has been 
pushing the argument that 
the current fuel squeeze can 
be alleviated with offshore 
drilling. McCains "Straight 

Talk" sloganeering aside, this 
is an election-year ruse, and 
would do nothing to lower 
the price of oil for decades. 

Even then, theoutput would 
be a drop in the bucket com- 
pared to current demand, ac- 
cording to the Department of 
Energy. That offshore drilling 
is even a talking point is an 
insult to voters' intelligence, 
but I digress. 

The point is, McCain's 
supporters seem to believe 
whatever oil gets drilled here 
will be sold here. But, in con- 
trast to many countries with 
nationally-owned oil compa- 
nies, the American oil indus- 
try is private. So, supposing 
Congress permits ExxonMo- 
bil to drill for oil off Ameri- 
can shores, there is nothing 
to stop them from turning 
around and selling that oil to 
China. 

You have to savor the irony 
of these staunch free-market 
adherents walking right into 
their own trap. Lousy capi- 
talism! 

Daniel Potter is a senior jour- 
nalism and Spanish major 
and can be reached at dan. 
glennzig@gmail. com. 

vides a good place for relax- 
ing and listening to mellow 
music. It has a hookah and 
cigar lounge, and provides 
free Wi-Fi. Liquid Smoke has 
live bands playing through- 
out the week to go along with 
its soothing atmosphere. 
There are of course other 
places around Murfreesboro 
that can quench your thirst 
for live music, if you just 
keep your eyes and ears open. 
There are always house par- 
ties with live bands going on. 

But if the real deal is better 
fit for you than bars and par- 
ties, then local music studios 

is where you should go. 
"Walnut House is the best 

place for live sound and 
definitely has a great music 
venue and studio," says Jared 
Henderson, previously of the 
band Anathens. 

He says it has top-line re- 
cording at a good price. There 
are a lot more recording stu- 
dios around the city and sur- 
rounding areas. 

All these venues contribute 
to the growing music busi- 
ness in Murfreesboro. 

According to Patrick 
Raines, dean of economics at 
Belmont University, the mu- 

Wall Street is just one of the many local venues that host great 
local music. 

www.mtsusidelines.com 

sic industry in the Murfrees- 
boro area creates many jobs, 
including musicians, song- 
writers, financial services, 
managers, audio engineers, 
public relations and promo- 
tions firms, just to name a 
few. 

He says that it is estimated 
that the music industry cre- 
ates 19,437 jobs directly relat- 
ed to music production and 
that those jobs provide $722 
million in labor income an- 
nually. 

And without local mu- 
sic scenes like the one in 
Murfreesboro,    many   jobs 
would be lost and our econ 
omv would suffer. 

But with everyone in  a 
state of complete broke-ness, 
how can they scrounge the 

inies up for a live show? 

nusic than a i 
'It is just more ex- 

ind ruts you in a dif- 
ferent, happier moon than a 

es. 
Ami perhaps some ol you 

would agree. 

2008-09 Student Health Insurance Plans 
Developed for the Middle Tennessee State University Students 

Approved by The Tennessee Board of Regents 
Student Insurance Committee 

Features include: 
/ Covered charges at the Student Health Center paid at 100% with no deductible 
• Coverage for inpatient and outpatient hospital expense such as: surgery, physician's 

visits, diagnostic testing, prescriptions and other services 
/ Coverage; 80% in PPO & 60% Non-PPO; $100,000 maximum benefit 
* Discount Prescription, Dental & vision Plans included 
/ Reasonable premiums - see brochure and enrollment form for payment options 

annually, semi-annually, semesterly or a nine payment option is available 

Brochures & Enrollment Forms available at the: 
*• MTSU Student Health Center 

► www.hbcstudent.com or calling 1-800-463-2317 

► on-line enrollment at www gmsouthwest com 

Th.s instance plan does have certain hm.tations and exclusions For complete detail see pobcy on file at the 
Tennessee Board ot Regents 
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Predictions for upcoming MT season 
By CHRIS MARTIN 
Sports Editor 

As football season rolls 
around, there is a buzz 
among fans as they debate 
and discuss how their team 
will perform in the upcom- 
ing campaign. 

In 2007, the Blue Raiders 
started the season with four 
straight losses, but won five 
of their next six before drop- 
ping the final two games of 
the season. MT was in the 
hunt for a Sun Belt Confer- 
ence title until Louisiana- 
Lafayette came to Murfrees- 
boro and put the Blue Raiders 
out of contention. 

The season has yet to start, 
yet there are already multiple 
storylines that have fans pan- 
icking, rejoicing and suffer- 
ing from anxiety. 

One of the best things 
to come out of this foot- 
ball offseason was MT's re- 
cruiting class. Head Coach 
Rick Stockstill amassed one 
of the most highly touted 
groups ot newcomers in the 
school's history. Stockstill as- 
sembled a class of 25 players 
which, according to rivals, 
com included six three-star 
prospects: athlete Malcolm 
Beyah, defensive tackle Im- 
manuel Chu, defensive back 
Hakeem Johnson, wide re- 
ceiver Eldred King, quarter- 
back/wide receiver Sancho 
McDonald and defensive 
back Marcus Udell. 

One of the less enjoyed 
plots to surface during work- 
outs has been injuries and de- 
fections on the offensive line. 
All-SBC first team offensive 
tackle Franklin Dunbar de- 
cided to leave the Blue Raid- 
ers after his junior season in 
order to pursue a professional 
football career. If that wasn't 
enough, last year's starting 
right tackle, Mark Fisher, was 
lost for the season after he 
suffered a torn labrum in the 
spring. 

_ . pho"> < "urtesy ol Ml Medid Rrl m 
Over the past two seasons, senior Wes Hofacker has started 21 games at defensive tackle. 

At the conclusion of 2007, 
the offensive line looked as 
though it would be an area of 
strength heading into 2008. 
The only starter not return- 
ing was guard Brandon Nix, 
who had exhausted his eligi- 
bility. However, after Dun- 
bar's departure and Fishers 
injury, only two starting line- 
men will suit up for MT next 
season. 

Dunbar isn't the only play- 
er from last season the Blue 

Raiders will miss. 
Starting defensive ends Erik 

Walden and Tavares Jones 
both ran out of eligibility. 
Walden ended his career as 
MT's career sack leader, pil- 
ing up 24 career quarterback 
takedowns. Jones is third on 
the career sack list with 14. 

In the defensive backfield, 
cornerback Bradley Robin- 
son ended his fabulous career 
with the Blue Raiders. Rob- 
inson was the team's leader in 

interceptions three out of his 
four years in Murfreesboro, 
finishing his collegiate career 
with 14 picks, good enough 
to tie for second on the all- 
time list. 

Aug. 28 vs. Troy Trojans 
First games are always dif- 

ficult to judge because some- 
times a team doesn't become 
a cohesive unit until a few 
weeks into the season, and 
facing a hated rival who tied 

for the top spot in the confer- 
ence is not ideal. 

However, this is not the 
same team that went 6-1 in 
conference play and pulled a 
stunning upset over Oklaho- 
ma State last season. Quar- 
terback Omar Haugabook 
(18 passing and II rushing 
touchdowns), running back 
Kenny Cattouse (1.026 com 
bined rushing and receiving 
yards) as well as four of the 
Trojans' top five receivers are 
no longer with the Trojans. 

On the defensive side ol 
the ball, Troy's secondary is 
going to look a lot different 
than last years without cor- 
nerbacks Leodis McKelvin 
(11* overall pick in the Ml 
draft) and Libert Mack, who 
pulled in an SBC-leading 
eight interceptions in 2007. 
Middle Tennessee should be 
able to exploit the Trojans' 
green secondary and pull out 
a win over its conference ri- 
val. 

MT 21-10 

Sept. 6 vs. Maryland Ter- 
rapins 

The Blue Raiders will be 
playing two big games at 
home to start the season. 
Ml fans always get fired up 
tor Troy and for the second 
straight season an ACC team 
will be visiting Lloyd Stadi- 
um when Maryland comes to 
town on Sept. 6. 

The Terrapins got incon- 
sistent play out of their two 
quarterbacks, senior Jordan 
Steffy and junior Chris Turn- 
er, last season. In 2007, Mary- 
land only scored nine passing 
touchdowns compared to 11 
interceptions. Whoever plays 
quarterback for the Terps 
this season (Turner looks 
to be the front-runner) will 
have two big targets in Dar- 
rius Heyward-Bey and Isaiah 
Williams. Both are 6-3, 200 
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Williams. Both are 6-3, 200 
lbs. and combined for 1,181 
receiving yards a year ago, 
including 786 from Hey- 
ward-Bcy. On defense, look 
for senior linebackers Dave 
Philistin and Moise Fokou to 
give the Blue Raiders' rush- 
ing attack fits. 

The last ACC team to visit 
MT, Virginia, barely escaped 
with a win. Maryland isn't as 
good as the Cavaliers were 
last season, but it should still 
pull out the victory. Don't be 
surprised though, if the Blue 
Raiders pull out the upset on 
their home turf. 

Maryland 38-21 

Sept. 13 at Kentucky Wild- 
cats 

The season doesn't get am 
easier for the Blue Raiders 
as they make a visit to Lex- 
ington to face the Kentucky 
Wildcats. 

Kentucky had a breakout 
year in 2007, winning eight 
games with notable victo- 
ries over Arkansas, a triple- 
overtime classic against na- 
tional champion LSU and a 
bowl-game win over Florida 
State. However, the Wild- 
cats limped through the end 
of the regular season, losing 
four of their final five games; 
granted three of those losses 
came against Florida, Geor- 
gia and at Tennessee. 

Kentucky is replacing sev- 
en starters on an offense that 
averaged 36.5 points a game, 
including all of last year's 
stars, such as: quarterback 
Andre   Woodson,   running 

back Rafael Little, wide re- 
ceivers Keenan Burton and 
Steve (ohnson and tight end 
lacobTamme. 

The Wildcats will be expe- 
rienced on defense with eight 
starters returning. The only 
problem is that last year's de- 
fense wasn't that good. Last 
season's squad allowed nearly 
400 offensive yards and 29.6 
points a game. 

While the Wildcats arc 
plaving at home, look for 
Dwight Dasher and Phillip 
Tanner to shred the Kentucky 
defense en route to a narrow 
victory. 

MT 28-27 

Sept. 20 at Arkansas State 
Red Wolves 

In 2007, the Blue Raiders 
dominated the Red Wolves in 
a 24-7 rout at home. In that 
game, the MT defense picked 
off ASU quarterback Corey 
Leonard three times, set a 
school record with nine sacks 
and only allowed 138 total 
offensive yards. 

In 2008, Leonard should be 
one of the SBC's top quarter- 
backs. Inconsistency plagued 
his sophomore season, but 
he still managed to put up 
impressive numbers (2,235 
passing and 547 rushing 
yards). The Red Wolves are a 
team on the rise in the SBC 
and will make life difficult 
for the Blue Raiders in Jones- 
boro, Ark. 

ASU should have a potent 
offense this season as it re- 
turns Leonard, junior run- 
ning back Reggie Arnold 
(1,060 rushing yards with 
nine touchdowns), junior 
wideout   Brandon   Thomp- 

The defensive line wl 
Pholo Courtesy MT Media Relations 

have to holes to fill after the departures of Erik Walden and Tavares Jones. 

kins (503 receiving yards) 
and senior tight end David 
lohnson (204 receiving yards 
and three touchdowns). 
With all the newcomers on 
defense, MT will be tested by 
ASU's offensive attack. 

The one factor that could 
play into MT's favor is despite 
the offensive weapons and six 
starters on defense returning, 
the Red Wolves return only 
one starter on the offensive 
line and none in the second- 
ary. Even though it has a lot 
of new faces in the trenches 
and the defensive backfield, 
ASU's offensive attack is go- 
ing to be too much for Trevor 
Jenkins and the Blue Raider 
defense. 

ASU 24-14 

Sept. 30 vs. Florida Atlan- 
tic Owls 

FAU-is coming off a land- 
mark season in 2007 in which 
it won eight games, including 
a 44-27 win over Memphis in 
the New Orleans Bowl. 

Unfortunately for MT, FAU 
is poised to have an even big- 
ger season in 2008. 

The Owls return 18 start- 
ers, including eight players 
that were named to either 
the All-SBC first or second 
teams. Among the key re- 
turnees include: SBC Play- 
er of the Year quarterback 
Rusty Smith, wide receiver 
Cortez Gent (1,082 receiv- 
ing yards, second-best in the 
SBC), tight end Jason Har- 
mon (825 receiving yards, 
best among SBC tight ends), 
defensive back Tavious Polo 
(the only freshman named 
to last year's All-SBC team 
first team due to his seven 

interceptions) and linebacker 
Frantz Joseph (SBC-leading 
131 tackles). 

The Blue Raiders look as 
though they will be out- 
classed on both offense and 
defense in this one, but it is 
a home game and one can 
never discount home-field 
advantage. Still the Owls 
should put MT away with the 
combination of an efficient 
offense (only 11 intercep- 
tions and four fumbles lost 
in 2008) and a smothering 
secondary (an SBC-leading 
19 interceptions) 

FAU 35-14 

This is part one of two ar- 
ticles that will outline the 2008 
MT Football season. Please 
read Thursday's issue for the 
next half of Sidelines' football 
preview. 
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Bengles practice 'Bungle' ways 

Outside the Pocket 
Chris Martin 

The Cincinnati Bungles 
have done it again. 

In case you've been too en- 
thralled by Michael Phelps's 
super powers to take notice, 
everyone's favorite team with 
the tiger-striped helmets has 
added another item to its 
portfolio of disaster. 

Wide receiver Chris Hen- 
ry—who only four short 
months ago was released by 
the Bungles after being sus- 
pended by the NFL for the 
first four games of the season 
when he added a new entrv 
to his lengthy rap sheet—laid 
down some fresh ink on a 
clean-slate contract with the 
same team that had disposed 
of him just last quarter. 

This is Henry's second 
multiple-game suspension— 
he sat out the first eight games 
of the 2007 season due to le- 
gal troubles. Unfortunately 
for the Bungles, the usual 
haven for legal-embattled, 
league-suspended players, 
the Dallas Cowboys, must 
have had the "No Vacancy" 
sign lit up, and when top 
receivers Chad lohnson and 
T.J. Houshmandzadeh got 
injured, the Bengals needed 
some insurance at wideout. 

But wait, Bungles' presi- 
dent Mike Brown had some 
very strong words concerning 
Henry following his release. 
He, like NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell, seemed aw- 
fully fed up with Henry's 
shenanigans. 

"Chris Henry has forfeited 
his opportunity to pursue 
a career with the- Bengals," 

Brown   said.   "His conduct 
can no longer be tolerated." 

Now unless Brown was 
misquoted and actually 
said Ben-gals, the Bungles' 
cheerleading squad, and not 
Bengals, the football team, 
then Brown must be eating 
a healthy diet of crow this 
week. One moment, Henry 
has used his last chance, 
and a short while later he's 
welcomed back with open 
arms. 

But this whole saga 
shouldn't surprise anyone— 
these are the Bungles after 
all. 

This is the same organiza- 
tion that saw defensive backs 
lohnathan Joseph and Deltha 
O'Neal, defensive lyiemen 
Frostee Rucker and Matthias 
Askew, linebackers Odell 
Thurmanand A.I. Nicholson, 
offensive guard Eric Stein- 
bach, running back Ouincy 
Wilson and wide receiver 
Reggie McNeal all get ar- 
rested in the same 14-month 
span. 

Not all those players are 
still with the Bungles. Nich- 
olson, Askew, McNeal, Wil- 
son, Thurman and Steinbach 
are no longer with the team, 
but, in reality, the first four's 
main offense was a lack of 
skill. Nicholson has never 
recorded a tackle in an NFL 
game. Askew hasn't appeared 
in an NFL game since 2005, 
McNeal plays in the Cana- 
dian Football League and 
Wilson has two career rush- 
ing yards. 

Thurman was just dead 
weight for the franchise con- 
sidering he's been suspended 
since 2006. 

Steinbach, on the -other 
hand, wasn't retained not be- 
cause the Bungles were em- 
barrassed by his boating un- 
der the influence arrest, but 
because in 2007 the Browns 
gave him one of the richest 
contracts an offensive line- 
man has ever signed, seven 

years, S49.5 million. 
Meanwhile, Joseph, Rucker 

and O'Neal are on the cur- 
rent roster despite arrests 
for mariiuana possession 
(Joseph), spousal battery 
and vandalism (Rucker) and 
DW1 (O'Neall. 

All these arrests probablv 
wouldn't be so talked about if 
the Bungles could win games, 
but unfortunately they suck 
not only at character evalu- 
ation, but also at assembling 
personnel. 

Cincinnati has made the 
playoffs once since 1990, 
hasn't advanced in the play- 
offs since 1990 and has put 
together only one 10-win sea- 
son since 1988. Also, since its 
last playoff victorv in 1990, 
Cincinnati has finished with 
six or fewer wins nine times. 
In that same span it has fin- 
ished with eight or more wins 
only five times. 

Some people might com- 
plain that the Cowboys don't 
catch enough flack for signing 
troublemakers such as Adam 
[ones or Tank lohnson, but 
there are two major differ- 
ences between the Bungles 
and the Cowboys: Dallas has 
shown that it knows how to 
deal with players that like to 
get in trouble (see: Michael 
Irvin) and it realizes the im- 
portance ot winning. 

From 1990 through 2007 
while Cincinnati has won 
one plavotl game, Dallas 
has won three Super Bowls. 
Dallas has also had won 10 
or more games nine times, 
while losing 10 or more only 
five times. 

In the end, the whole Chris 
i [enry situation shouldn't 
surprise anyone considering 
Cincinnati's past. After all, 
it's those types of scenarios 
that make the Bungles the 
Bungles. 

Chris Martin is a junior jour- 
nalism student and can be 
reached at slsports@mtsu.edu 
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University initiates 
new tailgating policies 
STAFF REPORTS 

The Department of Ath- 
letics, in conduction with 
Student Programming, 
have announced guidelines 
for the upcoming tailgating 
season. Thev are as follow S 

The Walnut Grove will 
generally open at 7:30 a.m. 
on game day. University 
sponsored tailgate activi- 
ties, including inhatables, 
begin four and one halt 
(4.5) hours prior to kick 
off. Weeknight game activi- 
ties may be adjusted due to 
classes. 

Tailgate activities will 
cease two hours after the 
game unless otherwise an- 
nounced and the area will 
close. MTSU officials will 
ask those failing to comply 
to leave the premises. 

Persons remaining in the 
tailgate area after the game 
has commenced will be en 
couraged to vacate the area 
to attend the game with the 
exception of one caretaker. 
Uniformed officers will pe- 
riodically patrol through 
the area. 

No large containers or 
community/common drink 
dispensers are permitted. 
Any device or activity used 
to increase the consumption 
ot beverages is prohibited. 

Only  portable  radio/ste 
reo  units will be allowed. 
Any   equipment   requiring 
external-power   sources   is 

prohibited. Volume and the 
language in any and ail au- 
dio recordings must be ap- 
propriate for all ages. 

use ol gas powered 
generators    must    be    ap- 

ived in advance. 
Platforms, stages and en 
sed tents are not permit- 

ted in the tailgating area(s). 
Soliciting or hawking ol 

wares unless approved in 
advance by Student Unions 
& Programming and the 
Athletics Department is 
prohibited. Only MTSU 
Athletics or their designat- 
ed representatives will be 
allowed to sell merchandise 
in the tailgate area. 

For security reasons all 
tailgate equipment should 
be placed in vehicles prior 
to kickoff. In particular, any 
valuable items should be 
appropriately secured. One 

aretaker" may remain at 
the tailgate site during the 
game to safeguard belong- 
ings. 

Any violations of these 
guidelines may result in ter- 
mination of tailgate privi- 
leges and, as appropriate, 
criminal prosecution and/ 
or action taken through 
the MTSU Office of Public 
Safety, the MTSU Dean of 
Students or the Murfrees- 
boro Police Department. 

\ complete list of viola- 
tions can be found online at 
tntsusidelines.com. 



Right: 
Screen printed tee by Doe White, s-xl $24 
Tweed vest by Jolt Black, s-xl $29 
High-waisted jeans by One Community 
Rinse, 1-11, $39 
Far Right: 
Rolling Stones screen printed tee 
by Freeze, Grey, s-xl $24 
Buffalo plaid vest by Fleurish 
Red/black, s-xl, $29 
Motorcycle jacket by Jolt, Black, s-xl, $39 
Skinny-denim pants by Jolt, plum, 1-13 $39 

The Style of Your Life. 
 : 
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