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EDITORIALLY INDEPENDENT 

Guest lecturer condemns PATRIOT Act 
"The administration aims to keep us safe, but from whom?" 

By katv Coil 

\ssistant Features 

lim Bensman was inv< as .1 
terrorism suspecl by the FBI after he 
attended an Army ( orps ol ! 
meeting. 

The public  hearing 111. 
was to determine if .1 channel should 
be built along the Mississippi River to 
allow for an alternate fishing route. 
Bensman suggested that, instea< 
building an alternate channel, the 
dam should nisi be destroyed. During 
his slide show presentation, one of the 
pictures depicted a dam being Mown 

up and soon. Bensman found himself 
hounded by the FBI. 

Only after Bensman was harassed 
and his PowerPoint presentation was 
handed over and  investigated was il 
realized that he posed no threat to na 
tional security. 

Robert K. Newman, ,1 profcssoi ol 
journalism, the law and society al 1 0 
lumbia University, told the ston ol 
Bcnsiii.m and main others who have 

been fals "lyaccused ol terrorism in the 
age ot security, surveillance»and feai 
that ha« overtaken the United States 
in the post sept. II world during his 
lecture .it  MTSU on   fhursdav night 

entitled "< ivil liberties. Surveillance 

and Terrorism." 
Newman lectured on such issues ,is 

wiretapping, surveillance, invasion ot 
privacy, the overzealous nature ot the 
American government when it comes 
to identifying possible terrorism sus- 
pects, and how all of these things are 

slowly but surely infringing upon the 
personal freedoms of Americans with- 
out much protest 

"If the first causality of war is truth, 
civil   liberties  are Newman 

said. 
He told the audience of the virtually 

unopposed PATRIOT Act passed in 
.:: es nd how it allows the 

government to conduct unwarranted 
search am without prior no- 

tification pect. He compared 
the model (ral government to 
that ot the Mc< a,tin Era. 

"We put p< ispicion for 
• the) did, not 1! they are guilty," 

IK said. 
Even the ability for reporters to in- 

vestigate the gov nment 'sunder fire. 
I ve already nad my students—fu- 

ture reporters—ask if they will go to 
jail," Newm, n said. "Kits provided by 
many news organizations >ften now 
include cards with the numbers of bail 
bondsmen." 

Newman said that the free reign 

given to the Bush administration after 
Sept. 11 is partially to blame for the 
way the government is infringing upon 
the rights of the American people. 

"Trust us, the administration has 
said. Trust us. But the Founding Fa- 
thers didn't even trust George Wash- 
ington with his presidential powers," 
Newman said. "Why should we trust 
this administration? Put legality aside 
for all intents and purposes; the gov- 
ernment can wiretap at will, and you 
will never know. This is much like giv- 
ing the police the keys to your house in 
case they need to see inside. The goal, 
ol course, is increased homeland secu 

rity. Homeland securit) is .1 sedm 
phrase. 

According   to   Newman,   activities 
such as ordering books online that the 
government finds suspicious or b 
,1 member of an organization sut 
GreenPeace or People for the Ethi 
cal Treatment of Animals I'M \ cat 
make a person seem threatening to na 
tional security. The Bush admin; 
tion has even proposed putting 1>V 

into a database, which is set to k 
ished in two years, including the I >'   \ 

of people who may have associate I 
with terrorists even though they nevei 
did anything wrong. r  

"The administration aims to keep 
us safe, but from whom'" Newman 
asked. "One of the hidden, most dan- 
gerous causalities of 9/11 is the shrink- 
ing of information." 

In addition to keeping information 
from the American people, Newman 
also charges the government with 
toughening up restrictions on interna- 
tional students coming into the L'nited 

States, often rejecting students from 
studying in America or deporting 
them without disclosing their reasons. 

"We are loosing future leaders who 
could help us win the war on terror- 
ism, who arc taking our ideas back to 
their home countries," Newman said. 
Moreover, any time a foreign student 

drops ,1 class, gets ,1 job, or changes 

addresses even changesadorm—the 
univers ty has to report it." 

Newn an said the government now 
requires college campuses to allow it 
in mm] ' >r activity thai takes place on 
university computers 

"The government is now requiring 
ges id overhaul its computers so 

the data can b >,em- 
inent data >as< d    ii costs $500 
pei studen . Now you know whv vour 
student fe sare so high." 

Newman said he believes we should 
be afraid ol ii. riment agpng jes 

which are silent. 
"Those that are not talking are the 

ones that we should be most afraid of 
because they are the hardest to get to, 
they arc the most secretive," he said. 
"Those that we don't know about are 
the most dangerous." 

He also encouraged his audience to 
do something about the infringement 
of their personal liberties. 

"What you can do—make your 
voices heard," he said. "Write all your 
representatives. Vote—once, twice, 
three times if they let you. Everyone 
in office listens to a vote. Make your 
voices heard." 

Katie Evirdge, the chair of the Ideas 
and Issues committee at MTSU, as well 
as a senior electronic media produc- 
tion major, thought Newman's lecture 
was a wav to get students talking about 
issues such as surveillance. 

"Especially right now with it being 
an election year, it's important to bring 
out issues ot political concern and ed- 
ucate students about who they want 
to vote tor and their political stance," 
Evirdge said. 

She said • te believes the 1 sues New- 

man talked about were especially im- 
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MTSU celebrates 
Black History 

Staff Reports 

When heco founded African Amer- 
ican llist.uv Week in l*»2*», Carter t, 
Wood son said thai "we should emph.t 

si/enot Negro Histon, but the Negro in 
historv. \\ hat we need is not .1 Imtorx 
of selec ted races01 nations, but the his 

race hate, and religious prejudice 
111 i°l 3. sv.hol.ii v aitei (,. AA'oodson 

co founded  the   Association   foi   the 
Mudv ol Negio I ite .liul llistoi \    \s\ 

111     I he organization was ihc plat 
form that launched AAoodson's mis 
sKMi to raise awareness and rccogiti/c 

the impoi lance ot hl.u k Imioi \ 
seeing the need to spread the news 

III .Is vtcll.lss, hol.lls.WoodsOll.llldlhc 

"Negro Hi-ton Week" m \"\<. unit 
his since been extended to the enii 
month i'i I ebi 11.11 \ 

I hiring    I he    month    ol    lebiu.ii 
M I si  lias planned .1 ».n if It ot .it ti\ 
lusiohonoi IU.I. k I tlslOl t Mouth 

mi not so ouch by tke position 1 
•s by tbe obstacles wbirbn* km « 
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Career and Employment Center aids in job  search 

Jessica Young 

Contributing Writer 

The tear of rinding a job should 
now be obsolete due to Lightning 
lobSource, the Career & Employment 
Center's revamped online job referral 
system. 

"Lightning lobSource is a compre- 
hensive one-stop shop tor career ser- 
vices offered to MTSU students and 
alumni," said Bill Fletcher, director 
of the Career & Employment Center. 
"Whether you're looking for an intern- 
ship or a position that's full-time, pan 
time, on- or off- campus, all of them 
will be posted through 1 ightning lob- 
Source." 

With a set up similar to that of 
Monster.com. students who register 
through the main site are able to post a 
resume in its entirety. 

Each individual resume is then >..it 
cgori/ed into specific "resume books 

that are arranged according to a spe- 
cific career held, such as accounting 
and computer technicians. 

These "'resume books" are main- 
tained and monitored by the live career 
coordinators assigned to the position, 
allowing OIK- coordinator ol each ot 
the main colleges within MTSU: Basic 
and Applied Sciences, business. Edu- 
cational and behavior.il Sciences, Mass 
Communication and Liberal Arts. 

The main purpose of this system is 
to connect students to employers and 
allow them plenty of hands-on expe- 
rience in their desired field, preparing 
them for What will come after college. 

"As we look lo cement relationships 

with ihe Middle rennessec business 
community, we will rcl\ on I ightning 
lobSource to act a-- a resource foi em- 
ployers, uist as much as our students 
and alumni, said Fletcher. 'With 
Lightning lobSounc. employers will 
Nit c\ dci able employee 

candidates that [MTSU] has to offer." 
Whenever an employer contacts one 
of the career coordinators, they will 
specify the precise qualifications they 
arc looking for in an employee. 

The coordinator will then compile 
all the available resumes within the 
necessary "resume book," match the 
employer's request and then send the 
numerous resumes out. 

"It's a great way for students to easily 
try out different careers and find which 
one suits them best while they're still 
in college," said Samantha Coppinger, 
freshman, educational and behavioral 
science major. "If they discover they 
hate the job, they still have the option 
of changing their major before it's too 
late." 

The company. Experience, which 
hosts the Lightening lobSource site, is 
a national corporation. 

While most internships and jobs 

searched throughout the entire site are 

mainly held within Middle Tennessee, 
many will also be available that push 
past the borders of the state and cover 
the entire country. 

There are plenty of options for all 
students who wish to stay within the 
state for employment now or after 
graduation, but for the students who 
wish to journey outside of Tennessee's 
borders. 

"One of the great features of Light- 
ning lobSource is the ability for users 
to access all of the Career & Employ- 

ment Center's upcoming events," said 
Katy Francisco Riddle, career coor- 
dinator for the College of Business. 
"Students can easily access event dates, 
times and names of employer partici- 
pants by clicking on the calendar sec- 
tion of the site." 

The Career & Employment Center 
also offers a wide range of career fairs 
to aid students and better familiarize 
them with the life ahead. 

As of now, there arc three upcoming 

career fairs in February and March. 
The Internships Fair will be held on 

campus on Thursday. Feb. 7 and will 
feature employers who are looking tor 
interns. 

MTSU's spring career fair for ju- 
niors, seniors, graduate students and 
alumni will be held in Nashville on 

Tuesday, Feb. 12. 
This is an invitation-only event and 

attendees can pick up a free ticket in 
the main office at Keathlcy University 
Center 328 or any of the office's satel- 
lite locations. 

The on-campus Summer |obs Fair 
will take place Thursday, Feb. 14 and 
will olfer seasonal job opportunities. 

All students, freshmen and seniors 
alike, can visit each fair as well as the 
Lightning lobSource site and regis- 
ter in order to stay informed on any 
updates, from specific happenings to 
even newly registered employers. 

MTSU puts up results at Grammys 
Staff Reports 

Bruce Nemerov, former MTSl  professoi 
a Grammy last night in the category ol Best Al- 
bum Notes for his extensive notes on the project 

"John Work III: Recording Black Culture. 
To win this award. Nemerov. along with Sp 

Fed Records, beat out four competitors in th« 
egorv. including Ricky lay. I oren Schoenberg and 

ii .i Grammy was |ohn Mer- 
and graduate assis- 

tant h SI 
to  Mika's    I ove To- 

i in lustin Timberlake's 
in the category 

ding. 

HOUSING REAPPLICATIONS 
NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
FALL 2008 / SPRING 1009 

The Housing and Resident accepting housing ^ap- 
plication forms from return : tudei pnng 2009 aca- 
demic year. Students are encoura fo h using as early as 
possible, particularly it they are requ< t different location 
on campus next year, as new n date. 

Students reque n in t campu 
year will be given first priority to do so a^ Ic ition and 
$300 prepaid rent deposit are received by the deadline. The reapplica- 
tion deadline with priority for the 2008/2009 academic year is FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY 15, 2008 at W0 PM. 

Students need tc comple' applicatiot  forma' in the Housing 
and Residential Life Office, pay the $;" • >aid renl al Ihe business 
office cashier windows in the Cope Adn Building, I st floor, and 
return the reapplication form stamped "paid" to the Housing and 
Residential Life office in the Keathlcy University Center Room 300. 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to ±00 I'M. 

Students also have the option of rcapplying for housing with pric 
online at www.mtsu.edu.  I fie $300 prepaid rent is paid by using a ci 
il card, M,isterC.trel or Vis.i, or by completing .in online chet k.  I here is an 
additional $18 nonrefnndable service fee rr third party for 
processing the payment online. 

To obtain a HOUSING REAPPUCATION FORM, please come by the 
Housing and Residential Life office during office he \M to 4:30PM, 
Monday through Friday, in the Keathley Universil ten Room 300 

**Summet '08 Housing Applications are also available in the Housing 
Office. Reserve your summer" space now by completing the housing 
application and submitting it with the $ 125.00 prepaid rent deposit. 
It is not too early!! 

MIDDLE 
TENNESSEE 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

For additional information or questions, please contact Housing 
and Residential Life during office hours at 898-2971. 

PATRIOT: Guest speaker talks about government 
Continued from page 1 

portant to students at MTSU. 
"We're looking at the future 

generation." she said. "They are 
going to think about how what 
thev do on campus, such as how 

being on Facebook or MySpace 
may affect them in the future; 
how what they do personally 
and privately may affect them. 
It will get college students 

thinking more about important 
issues. Hopefully, it will get 
people talking, going back and 
talking to then friends and get- 
ting involved." 

Freshman plant and soil sci- 
ence and international relations 
double major Aaron Shew said 
he learned a lot trom the lecture. 

"I didn't realize the back- 
ground checks that even a com- 
mon biology professor would 
have to go through to deal with 
common toxins or for federal 
research grants," Shew said. 

Josh Choate, a freshman pre- 
nursing major, also attended 
the lecture and received some 
new information. 

"I just turned 18. It's what's 
going to affect me, upcoming 
laws," he said. "I think the lec- 
ture was good. It may bring light 
to someone who has a blind eye. 
I knew what was going on but I 
haven't taken action. The most 
important step in something 
like this is taking action." 

Newman, at the end of his 
lecture, gave some advice on 
how students can take action. 

"( iv il liberties are essential to 
our romance with democracy, 
but the horrors of this adminis- 
tration smack into the face of all 
this country was founded on," 
Newman said. "In the Consti- 
tution, we are given the right 
to the pursuit of happiness. 
Defeating terrorism—what the 
bush administration says our 
soldiers are dying tor in Ira —is 
not the same as preserving our 
liberties It we limit our free- 
dom, the enemy has won." 

Campus Briefs 
Dramatic Arts 
TheT. Karl H in ton MUSK Hall ofthe Wright 

Music building will host a Presidential Con- 
cert Series featuring pianist, Read Gainsford. 
The event will take place at 7:31) p.m. 

On Friday, Feb. 13 the Preston Bailey senior 
trumpet recital will take place at 5 p.m. 

Amber Garrett junior clarinet recital will 
be held on Friday. Feb. 15 at 8 p.m. in the T. 
Earl Hinton Music Hall of the Wright Music 
Building. 

MTSU Conceit Chorale and Middle Ten- 
nessee Choral Society will perform at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, Feb. 17. 

The MTSU Brass Chamber Ensemble will 
take place at 8 p.m. in the T. Farl Hinton Mu- 
sic Hall of the Wright Music Building. 

For more information regarding these events 

please contact Tim Musselman at tmusselmG 
mtsu.edu or call (615) 898-2493. 

Campus Recreation 
Campus Recreation will host a intramural 

racquetball league beginning on Monday, Feb. 
18. Registration will take place on Wednesday, 
Feb. 13 with a captain's meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 14 at 5 p.m. in the Rcc. Center. 

For more information call 898-2104 or visit 

mtsu.edu/~camprec. 

June Anderson Women's Center 
Aiweariness Runway Project will take place 

on Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 6 p.m. in the Tennessee 
Room in the lames Union Building. 

For questions regarding this event please 
contact the June Anderson Women's ('enter al 

898-2193. 

John Pleas Faculty Award 
The |ohn Pleas Faculty Award ceremony 

will take place in the Tom lackson Building 
on Wednesday, Feb. 13 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Questions or concerns about this event are to 

be directed to Linda Copciac at 898-2680. 

'August Rush' at the KUC Theater 
Vugust Rush" will be showing in the Kcath- 

le\ University Center theatre Monday, Feb. 11 
through Thursday, Feb. 14 at 7 p.m. and 10 
p.m. On Friday, Feb 15 the movie will show 
only at 7 p.m. The cost ol admission is $2. 

WBCA "Think Pink" 
On Sunday, Feb. 17 the Blue lady Raiders 

will take on Western Kentucky while sporting 
pink uniforms for the WBCA's "Think Pink" 
event in support of breast cancer awareness. 

This event will begin at 2 p.m. in the Murphy 
( enter. 

For more information on this event visit 

Soblueraiilcrs.com. 

CD'S * RECORDS 
TAPES * JEWELRY 

New 8 Used CD's • Records 
128LasseterDr 

Murtreesboro. TN 3/130 

OPEN MON-SAT 11-7 

Want to write something other 
than an essay? 

Come write for Sidelines. 
sine u 's @ mtsu. edti 
slstate @ mtsu.edu 

Classifieds Marketplace of MTSl' 

EMPLOYMENT 

PT WORK Good pay. flex 
scheds, sales/svc. no exp 
nec--we train, all ages 18+. 
condition apply. 832-8448 
Collegelncome.com 

FOR RENT 

2  BLOCKS  FROM   MTSU. 
CoMm.iJ lo noil <*<UM 

tMMM t.0-> I*,. COIUM 

Beautiful 46R/2BA with 
appliances including 
washer/dryer Wood floors 
in common area. Water 
included.  No pets   S895 

615-758-9298 

FOR LEASE 

FOR SALE 

Cl*"ltM>«tf (••«•  l*M  IbitHXn ContiAuvO Itum Mil lotw (•fiiMwtd f**i* l«l ItMii (onl.Mird I'D* l*M iWlH"" 

Silver 2003 Honda CIVIC IX 
Coupe. 58,000 miles, 35 
mpg. almost new Asking 
$10,900. bring all seri- 
ous offers, (all Jacob at 
619-602-5350  or   |acobl- 

benders(h''hotmail com 

ROOMMATES 

OPPORTUNITIES 

»! Spring Break Website1 

4 & /' night trips to Baha- 
maPartyCruise. PanamaC- 

ipulco, Cancun and 
more Low prices guaran- 
teed. Group discounts for 
8 + Book 20 people, get 
3 free trips' Campus reps 

needed www.StudentCity 
com or 800-293-1445 

Get Paid to do Research! 
Undergraduate Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative 

Activity Committee (UR- 
SCA) Proposal Deadline 
March 18, 2008. For more 
info visit: http://www mtsu 
edu/urc/ursca urc shtml 

BAND LOOKING FOR 
BASSIST, please call Kyle at 
615-294-3006 or Scott at 
615-509-8094 

SERVICES 

WEDDING PHOTOGRA- 
PHY - $650 Julie Lampley 
Photography offers wed- 
ding packages starting at 

S650. Servicing the Greater 
Nashville Area, contact 
us at (615) 799 9618 or 
|uhe lampleys^gmaiLcom 
and see galleries at www 

pbase com'jlampley 

POLICIES 

Sidelines  will   be   re 

sponsible only for the first 
incorrect insertion of any 
classified     advert- 

No refunds will be made 
for partial cancellal 

Sidelines   resen- 

tisenientitdeemsoh ■ 

beds .-. 
onari- 
be pla 

(oM.nvrd to noil 10I11T 

office m Mass Comm. Rm 
■ more information, 

the business office at 
015 898-5111 Ads are not 

' id over ihe phone 
K free for students 

ilty for the first two 
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FEATURES 
Did you think things have gotten better for disabled 

students on campus concerning accesibility? 
a) Yes       c) In some ways 
b) No        d) Not sure 

Co In mtsusuMines.com to answer 

Facilities for disabled on campus 
Are things getting better or worse ? 

By Mark Bell 

Staff Writer 

We see students with disabilities on campus everyday, 
but when we do, many of us simply look the other way or 
ignore them altogether. 

What many of us are blind to when it comes to these 
students, is that, in many ways, they are just like the rest 
of us. 

John Harris, director of Disabled Student Services 
since 1985, says the most important thing everyone on 
campus can do to make students with disabilities feel 
welcome is "to make sure that they are involved in the 
campus process." 

Harris, whose job includes making sure MTSU is com- 
plying with the Americans with Disabilities Act and set 
tion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, is visually impaired 
and knows all too well the difficulties associated with 
having a disability. 

"We need to invite these students to be in the sorori- 
ties, traternities and other campus organizations," he 
said. "We need to give them the opportunitv to work 
on campus." 

One such student used Sidelines as a platform to voice 
her criticisms about problems concerning facilities for 
disabled students on campus. 

Not only were there problems with facilities in tins 
particular case, but a complete lack of training on how 
to use appropriate equipment to assist the physically dis 
abled in cases of emergencies (such as the breaking down 
of an elevator) by the campus police. 

Sarah Crotzer, an MTSU graduate who experienced 
this, wrote, "The fact that our campus police have an 
evacuation device is admirable. That they have no train- 
ing in how the device works, how to lift a disabled adult, 
or how to listen to someone's needs and concerns-all of 
that is absolutely inexcusable." 

Furthermore, Crotzer said she believed there should 
be a discussion "between the administration, those cam- 
pus agencies charged with aiding students, and the same 
students who depend on that aid." 

Almost a year after that incident now, have things got- 
ten better for disabled students on campas? 

"Most disabled students, if you talk to them, would say yes," 
Harris said. "If you look at campus as a whole you will find that, 
especially in the core of campus, things are very accessible." 

There have been many improvements in facilities on campus, 
including a second elevator in Peck Hall. 

And more are coming. 
"We are going to add a new lift in the Boutwell Dramatic Arts 

building, make restrooms in the Kirksey Old Main more acces 
sible, and we're wanting to add an elevator to Stark Agriculture 
building," Harris said. "We also need to add more curb cuts to 
sidewalks throughout the campus." 

The trick, according to Harris, is to make steady changes over 
time without draining the universities budget. 

With all of the construction going on all over campus where 
does that leave handicapped facilities such as elevators, restrooms 
and curb cuts in this renovation plan? 

Under Title III of the ADA, which states, amongother things, "no 
individual may be discriminated against on the basis of disability 
with regards to the full and equal enjoyment of the goods, services, 
facilities, or accommodations of any place of public accommoda- 
tion by any person who owns, leases (or leases to), or operates a 

place of public accommodation," any building constructed after 

PllnlOl l»l HUM (II   Mom.l 11 III.I ll\l 

1992 "must be lully compliant with ADA accessibility guidelines.' 
Where does that leave older buildings such as the KOM and Stark? 
Title III of the ADA also covers these older buildings, albeit with 

weaker standards, such as the requirement thai facilities built be- 

fore the passage of ADA still have obligations to remove accessibili- 
ty barriers, but only il removing such barriers can be accomplished 
without placing the ownei in .i tight financial situation. 

The ["ennessee Board ol Regents, since 200', has been pro\ iding 
MTSU with $180,000 .i year to work on accessibilit) issues. 

"The university has .i standing committee called the MTSU 
Committee on Disability Issues,'' Harris said, "That committee's 
job is to review things on campus and pro\ ide advice to the presi 
dent on how to best serve Students with disabilities." 

That committee, which is required to meet once a year, is made 
up of six faculty members, four students (appointed by the student 
body president), directors from DSS, directors from housing and 
the director of the information technology division. 

"While you can nevei have enough money, I think our budget is 
adequate," Harris said. 

"I think we are very fortunate on our campus to have the highest 

population of students with disabilities in Tennessee, 
and I believe that is a testament to the great job we are 
doing with updating and building new facilities," he 
added. 

In 1985, MTSU had 109 students with disabilities. 
That number has grown exponentially. MTSU now has 
more than 1,000 students with disabilities. 

"Granted, our topography lends itself to serving stu- 
dents with disabilities so we can't take all of the credit 
there," Harris said. 

DSS is also responsible for relocating classes in cases 
where disabled students cannot reach the original lo- 
cation. 

"One of my favorite stories to tell is when the eleva- 
tor in peck hall broke at the beginning of one semester 
we relocated 37 classes for 24 wheelchair users," Harris 
said. "We were able to do so in a weeks time." 

What happens when there are problems with handi- 
cap facilities on campus? How do these problems get 
reported? 

"We want our students to let us know if there are 
problems with facilities so they can be addressed," Har- 
ris said. "Then I'll work with Watson Harris (MTSU's 
ADA and 504 coordinator) and Patty Miller (MTSU's 
campus planner) to make sure that the situations are 
resolved." 

According to Harris, the university only receives 
around five complaints a year regarding facilities for 
the disabled. 

An issue raised by Sidelines concerning broken but- 
tons on electric doors for disabled individuals, was the 
first complaint Harris heard in 2008. 

"Sometimes you really don't know about problems 
until students use the facilities," said Harris. "We rely 
on our students to let us know if there are problems." 

There are problems with expecting some disabled 
students to communicate problems to the proper de- 
partment's however. 

What happens if this situation is an emergency and 
the disabled person is unable to communicate? 

"That's a good question but I'm not sure I know the an- 
swer to that," Harris said. "But I'm not sure that I would 
say that you could have people trained well enough to know 

how to assist someone with a disability in every situation." 
So, is there a lack of communication between DSS and 

campus police regarding how these situations should be handled? 
It is questionable if campus police have received the proper train- 

ing when it comes to assisting someone with a disability. 
Harris said it is important to know if a situation is a true emer- 

gency or not. 
"You have to kind of look at what is a convenience to you might 

be inconvenience to me," Harris said. "Was it a true emergency, or 
did the person just want to get out of the building?" 

With all of the work MTSU has done, I would be very disap- 

pointed to find that we have failed to assist someone who really 
needed that assistance." 

With all of the strides MTSU has made in advancing accessibil- 
ity on campus, is it possible that there is a lack of potentially very 
important communication between campus agencies charged with 
assisting disabled students and emergency personnel who do that 
assisting? 

You be the judge. 

Environmental briefs 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) - President Hugo 

Chavez on Sunday threatened to cut off oil sales 
to the United States in an "economic war" if 
Exxon Mobil Corp. wins court judgments to 
seize billions of dollars in Venezuelan assets. 

Exxon Mobil has gone after the assets of state 
oil company Petroleos de Venezuela SA in U.S., 
British and Dutch courts as it challenges the na- 
tionalization of a multibillion dollar oil project 
by Chavez's government. 

A British court has issued an injunction 
"freezing" as much as $12 billion in assets. 

"If you end up freezing (Venezuelan assets) 
and it harms us, we're going to harm you," 
Chavez said during his weekly radio and televi- 
sion program, "Hello, President." "Do you know 
how? We aren't going to send oil to the United 
States. Take note, Mr. Bush, Mr. Danger." 

Chavez has repeatedly threatened to cut off 
oil shipments to the United States, which is Ven- 

ezuela's No. 1 client, if Washington tries to oust 
him. Chavez's warnings on Sunday appeared to 
extend that threat to attempts by oil companies 
to challenge his government's nationalization 
drive through lawsuits. 

"I speak to the U.S. empire, because that's the 
master: continue and you will see that we won't 

sent one drop of oil to the empire of the United 
States," Chavez said Sunday. 

"The outlaws of Exxon Mobil will never again 
rob us," Chavez said, accusing the Irving, Tex- 

as-based oil company 
of acting in concert 
with Washington. 

Exxon    Mobil 
spokeswoman 
Margaret   Ross 
said the com- 
pany   had   no 
comment.      A 
U.S.     Embassy 
spokeswoman 
in   Caracas   did 
not return a call. 

Venezuela       ac- 
counted for about 12 
percent of U.S. crude oil 
imports in November, the 
latest figures available from the 
U.S. Energy Department. The 1.23 
million barrels a day from Venezuela makes that 

country the U.S.'s fourth-biggest oil importer 
behind Canada, Saudi Arabia and Mexico. 

Venezuelan Oil Minister Rafael Ramirez has 
argued that court orders won by Exxon Mobil 
have "no effect" on the state oil company PD- 
VSA and arc merely "transitory measures" while 
Venezuela presents its case in courts in New 
York and London. 

LAFAYETTE, Tenn. (AP) _ After the deadliest 
wave of tornadoes to hit the South in more than 

two   decades    dazed 
authorities and resi- 

dents .lie wonder 
ing wli.n could be 

done differently 
next time. 

I here will be 
new  interest in 
tornado    sirens 
in    places    like 
Macon  County, 

which   has  none 
and    suffered    14 

deaths,    and    con- 
sideration    ot    other 

changes there and else- 
where across tornado-prone 

areas of the South. Officials cite 
strong storm awareness and disaster 

drills with helping Union University, in lack- 
son, Tenn., avoid loss of life as tornadoes roared 
through last week. 

Sirens and long advance times in warnings 
that were repeatedly broadcast also helped pre- 
vent higher losses of life— the total as of Friday 

was 59 — from the powerful set of storms that 
included a ground-hugging tornado that roared 
across northern Tennessee with wind estimated 
at 125 top 150 mph. Thai twister was blamed for 
24 for the deaths. 

The most effective preparation for the next 

storm could be a healthy dose of fear triggered 
by lingering images of this month's disaster. 

A lot of it is just members of the public tak- 
ing seriously that it can happen," said Tennessee 

Gov. Phil Brcdesen, who toured stricken areas. 
"You get a little more convinced each one you 
see." 

The tornado's awesome power drew gawkers 
Saturday, complicating the recovery and salvag- 
ing efforts of residents and officials in rural Ma- 
con County. 

"There's an awful lot of spectators, that's for 
sure," said |oe lones, a contractor from nearby 
Franklin, Ky., who was waiting to fix the blown 
out windows of a Lafayette home. "People are 
running 10 to 15 mph around town, and they've 
got plates from all over." 

Michael Chertoff, U.S. Homeland Security 
director, said the preparation and response was 
evident in lackson, in western Tennessee, hit 

repeatedly by tornadoes in the past decade, in- 
cluding one that killed 10 people in the area in 
2003. 

"Part of what saved lives here was there are 
people who are experienced and who have 
thought about what to do when there is a tor- 
nado," Chertoff said Thursday after a tour. 
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reserve the right to edit for grammar, length and content. 

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit student-produced 
newspaper of Middle Tennessee State University. Sidelines publishes Mon- 
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ing June and July. The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual 
writers and not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU. 

From the Editorial Board: 

MTSU has done much to aid 
disabled students; more remains 

MTSU has demonstrated a considerable desire to accommodate 
disabled students on campus in many ways. 

Such students sign up first for classes, for instance. Special com- 
puters and software arc also available in most facilities on campus. 

They have access to Braille textbooks, et cetera, where necessary. 
It's convenient that our landscape is quite flat, for the most part. 

Anyone who has visited a campus like UT in Knoxvillc or Birming- 
ham Southern knows that their terrain is substantially more chal- 
lenging. Then again, dodging puddles - well, lakes, really alter a 
storm here is a considerable task as well. 

Recent renovations to Peck Hall appear to have rendered the 
building wheelchair-accessible, evidence of the university's com- 

mitment to improving facilities here. 
Despite the efforts of the university though, there remain plenty 

of complications for disabled students here - KirkseyOld Mam, for 
one, which contains more stairs than an Escher painting. 

Short breaks between classes often frustrate even able bodied 
students who have only fifteen minutes to cross campus. Good 
luck if you were hoping to make time to grab a snack or print your 
homework along the way. 

Imagine the plight of blind students in such situations, or those 

who must circumvent stairs along their route. 
Further, while many entrances on campus are equipped with 

buttons to automatically open doors and enhance accessibility, 
some of these do not work, and should be better maintained as 
many rely upon these devices daily. 

The current system also places a considerable amount ol respon 
sibilitv on the students. If a student has a disability and cannot 
get to their classroom, it become there responsibility to alert the 
university. But shouldn't the university be responsible, in this in- 

stance, for the welfare of its student? 
All that being said, perhaps one of the universit) s greatest assets 

when it comes to assisting disabled students on campus is simple 
Southern Hospitality. It's a common sight on campus to observe 
students helping those in need with everything from directions to 

physical aid. 
Of all the ways MTSU can help with disabled students, it's to en- 

courage non-disabled students to listen, learn and help. This goes a 
long way into making MTSU as disabled friendly as possible. 

in 
the Crowd 

How well do you think 
MTSU accommodates 

disabled students? 

Aylor Hood 

"I don't know any disabled students so I can't really make a judg- 
ment." 

-David Aylor, sophomore recording industry major 

"They do a lot compared to UT. They have really good access to 
the buildings." 

-Ida Hood health education graduate 

Dallriva Tillman 
"I think we should have volunteers that help the special needs 
students around. We should have people to help them around 
campus." 

-Laurie Dallriva, senior child development and family studies major 

"Really well. I've had disabled people in my class and they ac- 
commodate them really well." 

-Daniel Tillman, senior biology major 

America's attitude toward alcohol overly 
strict, compared to most other countries 

A growing number of people have re- 
cently begun to reflect upon the peculiarity 
of this country's drinking laws and our at- 
titudes towards alcohol in general. In rela- 
tion to nearly every other area of the world, 
our alcohol age restriction of 21 stands out 
as unusually harsh. 

For some reason, Americans seem to view 

booze as a most sinister liquid, requiring 
stringent regulation lest it destroy our na- 
tion's innocent youth. I will dispense with 
the usual, cliche arguments against the el- 

evated drinking age, as I am sure everyone 
is familiar with them. Instead, I would like 
to entertain the idea that the root of this ap- 
prehension of alcohol lies deep within this 
country's cultural psyche. 

The minimum drinking age of 21 
was originally enacted in 1984, with the 
passage of the National Minimum Drink- 
ing Age Act. This piece of legislation was the 

result of an unholy collusion between con- 
gress and Mothers Against Drunk Driving, 
a powerful anti-alcohol lobby group. Upon 
crafting tins most regressive decree, thede- 
monic duo delivered it to the White House, 
where the devil himself, otherwise known 
as Ronald keagau. wholeheartedly signed 
oil. Thus began a process of blackmailing 
state governments to enact a 21 I dunking 
age by threatening to withhold highway 
funding il they tailed to comply. 

Although the current drinking age has 
only existed for 28 years, the convoluted 
path that led to it stretches much further 
back. The ideological basis for such dis- 
dainful views on booze probably owes 
something to our Puritan roots, when self- 
deprecation and abstinence from pleasure 

Pravda 

By Michael Cannon 

Staff Columnist 

were held as the twin paragons of moral 
purity. 

This proud tradition of legislating from 
the moral high ground eventually evolved 
into the temperance movement of the late 
19th to early 20th century. The most de- 

termined adversaries of drinking eventu- 
ally achieved their ultimate goal on Jan. 16, 
1920, when prohibition of alcohol went into 
effect. Thankfully, the better elements of 
our national character prevailed and popu- 
lar opinion pressured the federal govern- 
ment into repealing the draconian amend- 
ment. 

Prohibition may have proved a bit too 
much, but we still retain a fairly conserva- 
tive stance on the booze question. While 
the most hard-line alcohol opposition has 
been swallowed up by history, these moral- 
ity warriors find their modern expression 
within the evangelical Christian move- 
ment. As the self-proclaimed vanguard of 
"traditional morality," it is here that the an- 

ti-booze perspective is most pronounced. 
However, fear of the drink is also wide- 

spread among the saner portions of the 
population as well. This leads us to believe 
that anti-booze opinion has become in- 
grained in the American identity to some 
degree and is no longer the exclusive do- 
main of the hyper-religious. 

I am going to make a very unscientific 
claim here and assert the possibility that 
Americans are simply more immature than 
our colleagues in other Western nations. I 
am cautious to propose that we lower the 
drinking age to correspond to other civi- 
lized countries; we might not be capable of 
handling it at this point in time. It would 
possibly result in unbridled chaos. Ameri- 
cans, particularly this generation, tend to 
consume everything in excess. We eat too 
much, we kill too many people, we drive 
too much, buy too many useless and super- 
fluous consumer goods, ad infinitum. 

The emerging American teenager re- 
quires a perpetual stream of constantly 
shifting "entertainment" and base stimula- 
tion of the senses. Throwing easy access to 
alcohol into this mix could prove danger- 
ous. 

John Wayne, despite his racist and sex- 
ist inclinations, had one insightful remark, 
that "a man who doesn't drink is scared of 
something inside of himself." Perhaps we 
Americans are simply afraid of what accu- 
mulated stresses and anxieties lie behind 
our inhibitions. 

Michael Cannon is a sophomore sociology 
and philosophy major and can be reached at 

mrc3g@mtsu.edu. 

Presidential field narrows 
Obama the better pick to compete with McCain for independents 

Better an ivory tower than 

a White Castle 

By Daniel Potter 

Staff Columnist 

Following last week's news that John Mc- 
Cain appears the imminent Republican 
presidential nominee, the conventional 
wisdom has been that he must now earn the 
support of conservatives Mc< ain's ascent 
came primarily from independent voters. 
not staunch patty affiliates. 

As a result, many Americans are asking 
tough questions, such as how Mitt Rom- 
ney can seem so incredibly pompous, even 
while conceding defeat, probably at tre- 
mendous personal expense. 

The claim that McCain has to work to 
win the far right in the general election 
seems to imply that conservatives have a vi- 
able alternative in sitting out this election 
and watching McCain get steamrolled by 
a Democratic candidate that is expected to 
withdraw troops from Iraq, incidentally the 

main drain on our wallets when it comes to 
not affording domestic programs like uni- 
versal healthcare. 

In fact, conservative commentator and 
professional trash-talker Ann Coulter re- 
marked if McCain is indeed the Republican 
candidate, she'll throw her support behind 
democrat Hillary Clinton, who is "more 
conservative than he is." 

The reality though is that conservatives 

don't have much in the way of options out- 
side McCain, unless they're willing on prin- 
ciple to concede at least one whole presi- 
dential term to a democrat, as if to take a 
mulligan on 2008 with the hope of a true 
conservative retaking the White House in 
2012, the way Reagan rode in after Ameri- 
ca's one term of limmy Carter. 

However, those who don't think too 
much damage can be done in a president's 
first four years need only consider the early- 
game hijinks of George W. Bush - cough, 
invasion, cough. Further, conservatives 
denying McCain support would also mean 
throwing away four years of Supreme Court 
appointments, crucial to the traditional 
conservative crowd, given the ramifications 
for abortion. 

It's good news for McCain if this is cor- 
rect in asserting that his party has more to 
lose by not supporting him than the other 

way around. If forced to tow the line of par- 
ty orthodoxy, McCain would find himself 
bound to some pretty unpopular positions. 
And that's saying something, given he al- 
ready supports the war. 

Regardless, he scored big points outside 
his base when he declined an opportunity 
to stomp all over illegal immigrants dur- 
ing the debates. See also: legislating against 
torture. You'd hope that wouldn't be neces- 
sary in America, but then you'd hope can- 
didates wouldn't suggest, as Romney did, 
"we ought to double Guantanamo" - per- 
haps the most shameful American human- 
rights violation seen in the lifetime of this 
election's first-time voters. 

By contrast, McCain earns considerable 
respect because he has first-hand experi- 
ence on the wrong end of human-rights 
violations, having spent years as a prisoner 
of war in Vietnam. 

Unfortunately for McCain, this does 
nothing for him on the economy, which 
has become a major concern for many giv- 
en recent talk of a looming recession. Much 

of the current downturn owes to a credit 
crunch as many major lenders have lost bil- 
lions from over-extending into bad housing 
loans. 

Republicans were in control of the Hill 
and the White House as the housing bubble 
swelled, and Alan Greenspan, chairman 
of the Federal Reserve, complied with a 
hands-off approach to regulation, a conser- 
vative hallmark. 

In other words, Republicans will have a 
hard time dodging this bullet, especially 
with McCain admitting he's hardly eco- 
nomically savvy, saying "I've got Green- 
span's book," which will hardly help - Mc- 
Cain can't dig his way out of this hole by 
reading the man that got us into it. 

Of course, the other news coming out 
of Super Tuesday was that Democrats re- 
mained unclear as to whether their nomi- 
nee will be Clinton or Obama - Indeed, 

given complications with delegate counts, 
it's hard to even keep score. 

However, now that it's certain whoever 
they ultimately choose will face McCain in 
the general election, Obama seems the logi- 
cal pick. Where Clinton polarizes the elec- 
torate and heralds an election season that 
could push nastiness to new levels, Obama 
may be even better equipped to capture in- 
dependent votes than McCain. 

Clinton's feminist appeal took a hit when 
husband Bill began to share the heavy lift- 
ing on the campaign trail, particularly in 
South Carolina, volleying ad hominem at- 
tacks on Obama. It didn't even gain the 
Clinton camp much traction, as they lost 

the state, illustrating neatly how the Dem- 
ocrats would do well to keep their rivalry 
civil. 

After all, the Republicans have been tell- 
ing us for year that the Dems got nothing 
when it comes to waging war. 

Daniel Potter is a senior journalism major 
and can be reached at slstate@mtsu.edu. 
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From the Student Government: 

SGA update 

By Ashley DeSabetino 

Guest Columnist 

You don't want to miss the rival game between the Lady Raiders 
vs. Western Kentucky on Sunday, Feb. 17, 2008 at 2 p.m. This will 
be an action-packed afternoon for all at the Murphy Center. You 
can join the Lady Raiders for Student Government Association Day 
and the 2008 THINK PINK event. The Lady Raiders will be wear- 
ing special pink uniforms that will be auctioned after the game, 
and $2 from every ticket sold will go to the Kay Yow Foundation 
and Middle Tennessee Medical Center for the fight against breast 
cancer. In conjunction with this event is the NCAA Pack the House 
Challenge. Pack the House is a national competition where NCAA 
member schools compete against schools in their own conference 
for a chance to be the 2008 NCAA Women's Basketball Pack the 
House Challenge Champion. 

Also, there will be a surprise giveaway sponsored by the Student 
Government Association. There will be a registration box at the 
SGA table, which will be located behind the student section. The 
winner will be announced sometime during the game. The SGA 
Senators will be dispersed throughout the Murphy Center with 
koozies, Frisbees and car decals for students and fans. 

Don't miss this unique opportunity to Pack the House in sup- 
port of breast cancer and your Lady Raiders. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Police state is upon us 

I don't often agree with Evan Barker's col- 
umns, but he's spot-on with his assessment of 
the United States as a "police state" (Feb 

While Barker investigates the history of 
J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI, I can't seem to 
shake the feeling that Big Brother is looking 
over my shoulder. 

When our own Congress gives the president 
the authority to spy on his neighbors, then 1 get 
nervous. When legislation like the PATRIOT 
Act receives bipartisan support, then 1 real- 
ize what Winston Smith felt in Orwell's eerily 
relevent "1984." When the leaders of Mexico 
and Canada meet with President Bush about 
an "economic partnership," I get the strange 
feeling that Oceania has always been at war 
with Eurasia or Eastasia. 

Perhaps Bush and his Ministry of Truth will 
squander our sovereignty and our freedoms- 
right out from under our noses'. Perhaps one 
day we'll wate up and realize the Constitu- 
tion is little more than an antiquated piece of 
parchment. Perhaps one day we'll wake up. 

Matthew Hurtt, junior liberal arts 

Ron Paul foresaw deficit 

Over two years ago, I found the most amaz- 
ing political party. They believe in free mar- 
kets, individual freedom, and best of all the 
Constitution. 

At the time, my switch from die hard Repub- 

lican was out of protest. I was very upset with 
President Bush, his administration, and the 
party in general. My only hope was that THIS 

party could kick some sense into the others. 
Last year, along came Ron Paul with hints he 

may make a run for the Republican nomina- 
tion. When he officially announced, I threw 
my complete support behind him. 

At first, we were ignored completely until 
we raised a couple million dollars in one day. 
Then, we were ridiculed as the "Tin Foil Hat" 
crowd as we strongly opposed things like bor- 
rowing money to get out of debt, wiretaps with- 
out warrants, collusion with foreign countries, 
etc. 

Funny thing is, around November 2007, the 
other candidates started talking a lot about 
flawed monetary policy, illegal seizures, the 
Constitution, and foreign relations similar to 
the way Ron Paul always has. The difference 
was that the media then gave those positions 
merit. 

Probably the most significant "I told you so" 
of Ron Paul is our economy. The recession of 
2008 is not a surprise to us Libertarians. It has 
been a long time coming (at least since 1997). 

The absolute best/worst warning sign was 
last year when it was reported we, as a country 
had a negative savings rate. That means we, as 

a country, spent more than we made. The last 
time that happened was 1929 (Media check: 
The negative savings rate was never broadly 
reported outside of financial circles last year. I 
donit recall it in the mainstream media to date. 

The report came out last yeai making the fig- 
ures two years old. NOW, the media is talking 
about recession. They are providing all kinds 
of experts yelling SWF!!! NOW!!!" How 
much should one ti ust an advisor that provides 

information or advice two years too late? The 
-sum is not coming; it has been here for 

several months!). 
Hopefully, anyone reading this knows the 

significance of the year 1929, and understands 
economics enough to realize you cannot "spend 
your way out of debt." 

What really sucks for me, unless Ron Paul 
wins, is: No matter who else wins the election, 
me and people like me in the working middle 
class, who have prepared and saved, are going 
to be the ones punished. 

We are going to be forced by the government 
to help you. We are going to work to pay to save 
your house. We are going to work to pay to save 
your business. We are going to work to pay 
for your healthcare. "You and your" being the 
"sheep" people living off my dime. It does not 
matter that over 20 percent of my take home 
income already goes to charity. 

It looks like you will get your wish that you 
can sit on your couch watching Oprah while 
collecting your unemployment/disability 
check. It's okay though, I'll just quit giving to 
things like the Red Cross, CASA, Second I lar 
vest, Habitat for Humanity, etc. for a while. 

By 2012, you will be tired of getting calls 
from them. In addition, you'll be tired of hav- 
ing to show your ReallD to whomever asks 
You will be tired of Homeland Security knock 
ing on your door after you send a hateful email 
or post something negative about the govern 
ment in a forum. 

Most importantly, I really hope you will be 
tired of your friends, nieces, nephews, broth- 
ers, and sisters dying in Iraq, Iran, or Darfur 
for democracies that will never happen. 

I really don't know who to support now. I 
think maybe I'll write in Ron Paul, JFK or Rea- 
gan. I am coming around to Obama, but he 
must first drop the healthcare thing. We've got 
until November to decide, so... 

David Lyon, junior business 

Victims are not to blame 

I was reading the Ian. 14 article, "Trouble on 
the Row," and have to say, I was appalled. The 
victim in the article was portrayed in a horri- 
bly inappropriate light. 

The quotes used from various attendees of 
this party were incredibly demeaning and re- 
ally showed our lack of support for victims of 
this violent crime. 

As a human being, and especially as a wom- 
an, the writer should have been more sensitive 
to this issue and provided an unbiased look 
into the story. 

Instead, the victim was thrown under the bus 
and displayed as a "slut". No matter what the 
girl's actions had been prior (letting her dress 
fall off, sitting with her legs open, flirting, etc. 

as stated), she did not deserve to be raped. It 
doesn't matter what you do, dress like, or whom 
you flirt with, a "no" means "no." Period. 

I find it sad that this fellow student was not 
supported in this time of trauma and was in- 
stead judged and took the blame for her own 
vk timization. 

Considering one in five women is sexually 
assaulted, everyone reading this will have a 
grandmother, mom. sister, aunt or best friend 
that becomes a victim. 

So. maybe we should start being a little 
more sympathetic to those who have already 
become one. 

[my Lynn I arwig, Murfreesboro, TN 

Bible Park is a bad idea 

When I first heard about Bible Park USA, I 
thought it was just some pipe dream that would 
fizzle out quickly. 

But the more I hear about it, the more I real- 
ize that they're actually serious about it. 

Bible Park USA is the biggest waste of space 
and resources ever, not to mention the fact that 
it will utterly destroy the Blackman communi- 
ty. Theme parks do not make that much money 
anymore, especially not when aimed at a very 
specific group of people. The only people who 
would go to 'Bible Park USA" are church youth 
groups. 

And then you stick it in Murfreesboro? The 

construction of this thing can only lead to 

bankruptcy. 

Molly Gaddy, freshman business 

Get involved with programs 

I would just like to clarify a few things about 
the "Let Us Entertain You" article written last 
week (Feb. 4). As the executive program council 
chair, I was a little hurt that false information 
was printed about the Student Programming 
organization. There are numerous elements 
that can complicate our job, such as cost, rout- 
ing, availability and venue openings. I would 
like to encourage those who have suggestions 
or an interest to come up and join a commit- 
tee, or simply drop by our office to learn more 
about how programming for a college campus 
works. 

Student Programming consists of seven dif- 
ferent committees: Fine Arts. Ideas and Issues, 
Variety, Promotion, Game Daj Activities, Con- 
certs and Films. Each committee has their own 
budget. This does not unhide Student Activity 
Fees, which is a pot of money the committees 
are permitted to pull from should they expend 
their yearly budget. I also wanted to stress that 
we try to make our events free to students, be- 
cause that was a complaint in the past. Each 
student pays $3 and has the chance to go to 

multiple shows all year for free. 
In terms of our goals with programming en- 

tertainment for this campus, we strive to pro- 
vide an opportunity for students to plan, pro- 
mote, produce and evaluate events with major 

considerations to the cultural, educational, so- 
cial and entertainment interests of the MTSU 
student body and community. We work very 
hard to offer diverse events to a population of 
23,246 students. 

Compared to other colleges and universities, 
our films program is one of the largest in the 
country. We show about 10 films per semester, 
with eight to nine showings per week. Theses 
films are usually straight out of the theater 
before they're available on DVD. The atten- 
dance has been high throughout the year and 
the committee has carefully tried to appeal to 
everyone. 

Our Variety Committee is new this year 
and has exhibited more events than any other 
committee. Two magicians and a hypnotist 
have come to campus, and while this may not 
be of interest to all, the KUC Theater is nearly 
packed every time. Students have responded 
very positively and even won money at the 
shows. There will be a Comedy Call for student 
comedians to showcase their talent in March. 
These types of events help involve students and 
are the cheapest kind of show to book. 

This year, we've also booked more concerts 
than in previous years. Collective Efforts (hip- 
hop), Need to Breathe (Christian), RAQ (jam- 
funk) have performed, and the students that 
came out really enjoyed the shows. I under- 
stand that these might not appeal to everyone, 
but they were chosen by a dedicated group of 
students sharing ideas and trying to appease 
the student body. 

Our Fine Arts Committee was responsible 
for Step Afrika! and the Sierra Leone Refugee 

Allstars, which both attracted an audience of 
over 300, as well as the attention of local news- 
papers. 

Ideas and Issues has co-sponsored several 
events, including Laura Fuentes with the June 
Anderson Women's Center. This illustrates 
collaboration with other campus organizations 
and supports that other people were interested 
in the show. Ideas & Issues was also responsible 
for the film screening and lecture of "Crossing 
Arizona," which deals with immigration, and 
Dr. Roger Newman's lecture on civil liberties. 

The Game Day Activities managed the bud- 
get and was responsible for entertainment and 
activities (like video games, simulators and me- 
chanical bulls) at Walnut Grove before home 
football games. The success of this committee 
can be measured by its consistent attendance 
of students, families and the Murfreesboro 
community. 

Details concerning our budgets, procedures 
of event planning and the inner workings of 
our organization are public information. We 
welcome anyone who is interested to come by 
KUC 308, call 898-2551 or e-mail events@mtsu. 
edu and talk with us. We really try to spend 

money wisely, but it's hard to spend students' 
money without input by all students. So join 
a committee and voice your opinion. Make a 
difference. It's up to you. 

Stacy Williams, senior mass communications 
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SIDELINES HAIKU 

Befriend us online. 
We've got a Facebook Profile. 

It's freaking awesome. 

ALSO: 
Send all comments, criticism 

and praise immediately! 

slopinioC" mtsu.edu 

sleditor@mtsu.edu 
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SPORTS 
Women's Tennis vs. Belmont Tuesday   10 a.m. 

Women's Tennis vs. Chattanooga   Tuesday 5 p.m. 
Both matches at The Raquet Club of Murfreesboro 

PHOIO Bv RYAN DEBOOI -PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

Despite outshooting the Golden Panthers 51.2 percent to 46.9 percent, the Blue Raiders were unable to continue their four-game winning streak. MT suffered its first loss since Jan. 24 

FIU puts an end to Blue Raiders' winning streak 
Four Golden Panthers score in double figures to stop four-game slide and split season series with MT 

By Tony Stinnett 

Ml Media Relations 

The road always can be tough, hut even the Sun Belt's best road 
team over the last six seasons became weary in its third road trip in 
tour games in Miami Saturday night. 

Middle Tennessee's recent strong run was derailed as Florida In- 

ternational used timely offense and stingy defense to end the Blue 
Raiders' four-game win streak in a 66-60 win at Pharmed Arena 
Saturday night. MT still has won seven of its last 10 as it heads 
home to face South Alabama Thursday. 

The Blue Raiders (11-12, 8-5 SBC) shot 51 percent for the game, 
but it was 17 turnovers and a 60 percent (12-of-20) showing at the 
free-throw line that proved detrimental to their cause. 

Desmond Vates continued his consistent play with his third dou- 
ble double of the season as he scored 12 points and grabbed a game- 
high 10 rebounds, but the sophomore forward was only able to get 

six touches as the Golden Panthers double teamed him and made 
it difficult for the guards to feed him the kill on the post. 

"When you are a good player, teams do that. I he) double team 
you and work harder against you and Desmond Yatcs is a good 
player," MT head coach Kermit Davis said. "I just have to give crcd 
it to Florida International and coach (Sergio  Rom o   I he) played 
well and they really got after us defensively." 

Demetrius Green also tallied 12 points for the Blue Raiders, Kev 
in Kanaskie netted II and Theryn Hudson tallied III. 

The game was evenly played throughout the first halt and into 
the second but FIU (7-16,4-9 SBC) had the game swing in its favor 
late when it used a 10-2 run to open the largest lead >>i contest for 
cither team, 54-44, with less than five minutes remaining. 

MT put together a strong run and gave the Golden Panthers 
a finish when they pulled to within two with less than a minute 
remaining. The Blue Raiders played a great defensive series, but 
Chris Fuller knocked down an off-balance 3-pointer from the left 

corner with one second on the shot clock to extend the lead to five 
with less than 30 seconds remaining. 

That was a big shot by Fuller and he hit a few big ones in the 
second half," Davis said. "We played great defense that series, and 
gave ourselves a chance, but he stepped up and hit the shot that was 
kindol the dagger. I still am proud of our team for having enough 
left in the tank to battle back and give ourselves a chance when we 
were down 10 late." 

MT trailed 30-29 at the half and the game remained a one-pos- 
session affair throughout the early portion of the second half but 
Kanaskie's 3-pointer provided a 42-40 Blue Raider lead with 12:44 
remaining and I ludson's layup with 12:18 remaining allowed Mid- 
dle [lennessee to equal its largest lead of the game, 44-40, but it was 
short lived as the Golden Panthers went on a 12-2 run over the next 
six minutes to start swinging the momentum its way for good. 

Fuller led the FIU attack with a game-high 16 points while Alex 
Galindo added 13. 

Lady Raiders drop 
second in a row 
Golden Panthers avenge previous loss to MT 

By Jo Jo Freeman 

MT Media Relations 

Middle Tennessee started well, but ran into another buzzsaw, this one named Monica Bosilj, as the 
Florida International sophomore scored a career-high 32 points and the Golden Panthers shot 59 per 
cent from the field en route to a 74-62 victory over the Blue Raiders Saturday at Pharmed Arena. 

Middle Tennessee (14-10,9-4 Sun Belt) jumped out to a 10-point lead midway through the first half 
only to be outscored 26-5 over the final nine minutes. FIU led 36-25 at halftime and continued to 
pour it on, thanks to torrid shooting from the home team. Bosilj was especially deadly, netting 13 of 
16 points during one stretch of the half, including three 3-pointcrs. 

AshaNeal also scored 13 points for the Golden Panthers (11-13, 7-6) and grabbed 10 rebounds, part 
of FIU's 42-30 edge on the boards. 

The Blue Raiders did not score a field goal for the final 9:55 of the first half and another 3:27 of the 
second half (13:25 combined) and posted just five points during the stretch, all from the foul line. 

FIU scored the first eight points of the second half to extend the lead to 44-25 and the Blue Raiders 
would get no closer than 14 until the final basket of the game, a 3-pointer from Lymon just before 
the buzzer. The Golden Panthers extended their lead to as many as 25 points at 72-47 after a Fanni 

Hutlassa layup. 

PHOTO B\ RUN DIBIX» - Pnorix.RAPHY EDITOR 

Senior forward Amber Holt's 21 points and seven rebounds were not enough to overcome MT's 
poor shooting performance against FIU. The Lady Raiders shot 29 percent for the game. 

Amber Holt led tin Blue Raiders with 21 points and seven rebounds. She also added three assists 
ami three steals. 

Anne Marie I aiming hit four 3 pointers for the Blue Raiders and finished with 14 points, while 
Chelsia Lymon and F.mil) Queen both scored II points. 

Middle Tennessee hits jusl >> percent from the field, its second straight game under 30 percent. The 

Nr, Lad) Raiders, 7 

Sun Belt Women's Basketball liast Divison Standings 

WKU 

11-1 

Western Kentucky 

9-4 

Middle Tennessee 

6-6 

South Alabama 

#4 FIU #5 

7-6 
Florida International 

TROY 

3-9 
Troy 

1-12 
Florida Atlantic 

Sun Belt Men's Basketball East Divison Standings 

#1 P_       #2 ^mm      #3 

n-i 
South Alabama 

6-7 
Florida Atlantic 

11-1 

Western Kentucky 

8-5 

Middle lennessee 

#5 #6 

4-9 
Florida International 
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MTV SPRING BREAK 
Panama City Beach 

800-488-8828 
www.sandpiperbeacon.com 

FREE SPRING  BREAK      m 

MODEL SEARCH CALENDAR 

* VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS. 

Back to school-do's 
Do get a great cut nnu.T 

Don'tjacKituo to heaven (...and UUN IS) Don'tjacKituo to heaven 

Do get a professional massage 
Dotft nap B tie -all tiassag o-icunge- 

Do get a rejuvenating facial 
Don't jpaWie over trie Dad spots 

Do get a real manicure 
Don't ciean your naiu wftn your Keys 

1233 Commerce Park Drive, Murfreesboro 615-896-0702 wwwgci.edu 
(Next to Coop on MTSU Dlvd) 

UNLIMITED 
TANNING 

$18.88 
per mon 

< IICinig I Idgc Be K • Knowledgeable Stall 

ImitiiiffF.iiviioniririii • \l \ SavingM< inK nhip> 

SUN TAN CITY 

/ el yourselj thint. 
^ Muilt-i-e\N'"> I iH.ii ■•MI. .HI H trowing    wrw v» tumaiHiiy.* am 

SPORTS  BRIEFS 

f3/f/e Raiders' Volleyball coach gets 
extension after Sweet 16 run 

Middle Tennessee volleyball coach Matl Peck accepted a 
four-year contract extension with the Blue Raiders rather than 
(ill a coaching vacancy with other interested schools. 

With the four-year contra-, t extension. Peck's deal increases 
to rive years overall, the longest terms allowed by the state of 

Tennessee. 
Peck, who also received a neatly 50 percent raise to his an- 

nual salary, owns MT volleyball's all-time best winning per- 
centage and led the Blue Raiders to the NCAA Sweet 16 last 

season. 
Peck has a 107-29 record in lour seasons at MT. two straight 

Sun Belt titles, a school record *5 wins last season and a win- 
ning percentage of 85.7 in the last three years. Numerous 
schools recently sought Peck to till the head coaching position, 
including (MHO State. Arizona, Auburn and Iowa State. 

There have been 10 winning seasons in MTSU volleyballis 
31 years of existence, four of them by Pe< k. Mis records in four 
seasons include 17-11 in 2004. 28 -I in 2005, 27-8 in 2006 and 
35-3 in 2007. MTSU has not lost a match in the month of No- 
vember since 2005, a streak ol 14 consecutive matches. Peck's 
teams tout five separate winning streaks ol in or more matches 
in the list three seasons, .\\\i.\ he returns three All-American 
pl.n ei s next sea* >n 

Information gathered from the Murfreesboro "Daily News 

Journal." 

Lady Raiders' Brandt Brown named 
to [cademic All-District team 

Idle lenm phomorc Brandi Brown was one of 15 
pla> 'is recogi tie performance as 
p.n i ol the  I SPN I I listi ict Team, 

lormation 
Din ctoi ii a. 

Blown is .i Third Icai l\   which is 

comprised of schools ii u mdMich 

igan. Brown has a 3.97 gradi n intingand 
was ,i Sun Bell t !ommissi< after 
posting a perlct 1.0 GPA, 

Brown has played in 13 games this season lor the I ady Raid 
ers, averaging 7.7 points and 2.9 rebounds pci outing. She hits 
39 percent oilier > point attempt1! ond on the club. 

I he lamestown, Tenn., native missed nos from |an. 3 
to 26 aftei breaking her hand in pracl 

CVU.com names Adams, Asberry 
and Clark Stellar Spikers 

Three members of the Middle Tennessee volleyball team 
have been named Stellar Spikers by Collegiate Volleyball Up- 
date. 

lunior Ashley Adams received first-team honors while ju- 
nior Ashley Asberry and sophomore Leslie Clark were named 
second-team. 

A total 84 student-athletes from across the country were 
honored as CVU.com looked for players who exhibited excel- 
lenccand balance. NCAA statistical rankings were considered 
as well as player impact and conference awards. 

The first and second team selections were centered around 
building a team with a starting lineup of seven players and 
then two players per starting slot to fill out each team. 

Adams received a number of honors during the 2007 season 
including MVP of every tournament the Blue Raiders won. 
Sun Belt First Team and SBC All-Tournament. 

Asberry was named SBC First Team and was ranked in the 
\< \.\ rankings in a number of categories during the 2007 
season. Clark received SBC First Team honors, SBC All-Tour- 
nament and led the NCAA in assists throughout the season. 

In 2007, MT posted a school record 35-3 season and ad- 
vanced to the Sweet 16 for the first time in school history. 

Recruiting Roundup set for Feb. 13 

Middle Tennessee and the Blue Raider Athletic Association 
will host a Football Recruiting Roundup on Wednesday, Feb. 

13 at the Kennon Sports Hall of Fame building on campus. 
Head Coach Rick Stockstill and his entire coaching staff 

will be introduced, followed by a video presentation on all 
of the Blue Raiders' 2008 football signees. Members of the 
coaching staff will then be stationed throughout the room to 
talk more in-depth with fans about.thc newest Blue Raiders 
and how they made their way to Murfreesboro. 

This is a great opportunity for fans to get first-hand knowl- 
edge and information on the latest recruiting class," said 
Stockstill. "It's a great chance for our staff to interact with the 
lans and tell them various recruiting stories that helped land 
the 2008 class. This is a great chance for our fans to get more 
involved in our program and have a closer look at recruit- 
ing.' 

Doors open at 6 p.m. and the program will get underway 

al 6:13 p.m. The cost is S20 and will include beverages and 
snacks. Fans can pay cash at the door and Blue-Diamond and 
above' members in the BRAA will be admitted free. 

Due to NCAA rules, prospects or signees and their 

milies may not purchase tickets or attend the event. 

Get a free rate quote today. 

geico.com 
1-800-947-AUTO 

or call your local office. 

Come visit us at Spring Break in Panama City Beach, FL 
& South Padre Island, TX. 

Some discounts, covoragas, payment plans, Mid fratures ar« nor available in all stalls Of in all GriCO companies. 
GEICO auto iiiwiiai reisiKH available in Mas. Govtnninwi Empkiysaa lintu anoa Co »GE CO Qenwal limn anew Co 

GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathawav Inc.The GEICO Gecko 
mi njc    ubiccj 19B8   20UY cticu: Washington, DC AIU/6 ( Juob 2008 CHCU 

SPORTS: Lady 
Raiders 

Continued from page 6 

Blue Raiders were only 7-for-27 
in the first half when FIU gained 
the momentum it needed. 

"We started well but then just 
quit putting the ball in the hole 
and that was the difference in 
the game," head coach Rick In- 
scll said. "We only shot 29 per- 
cent and [FIU] hit a lot of shots 
and they just continued to hit 
shots when we were trying to 
make a comeback." 

The Blue Raiders started 
unusually fast, jumping out 
to a 20-10 advantage midway 
through the opening period. 
Fanning scored 11 of the team's 
points, hitting three 3-point- 
ers. Hojt added six and Starr 
Orr hit a 3-pointer with 9:55 
remaining before intermission 

for a l()-point advantage. 
But Orr's jumper would be 

the last basket off the half for 
the Blue Raiders, who scored 
iust five more points before the 
break, all on free throws. Mid- 
dle Tennessee hit just one of its 
last 14 shots in the final 10 min- 
utes of the half and the Golden 
Panthers took full advantage, 
going on a 26-5 run to end the 
first 20 minutes with a 36-25 
FIU advantage. 

The home team made 9-of-14 
from the field over the final 
10:56 of the half, including 
eight points from LaQuetta 
Ferguson before she injured 
her knee with 3:55 before in- 
termission. Bisilj also added 
eight points and Neal scored six 
of the team's final eight points 
ot the halt, including a driving 
lavup with one second before 
the break. 

The Blue Raiders committed 
nine turnovers during the FIU 
run after posting only two in 
the first nine minutes. 

Mieldlc Tennessee begins a 
two-game homestand Thurs- 
dav. hosting South Alabama at 
5:30 p.m. in the first game of 
a doublcheader with the men. 
The Blue Raiders also host 
Western Kentucky at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 17. 
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WBCA'S M 

Raiders set for 
Lady Raiders9  to  wear pink  uniforms 

Staff Reports 

MT Media Relations 

Middle Tennessee's game against Western Kentucky on 
Sunday, February 17, will feature pink uniforms for the Blue 
Raiders in support of the WBCA's "Think Pink" initiative 
for breast cancer awareness. The uniforms will be auctioned 
after the game with proceeds going to a pair of cancer re- 
search foundations. 

Middle Tennessee is also participating in a nationwide 
contest, the 2008 NCAA Women's Basketball "Pack the 
House" Challenge, with school's aiming to sellout their are- 
nas. 

The Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA) 
sponsors the "Think Pink" initiative, a global, unified effort 
for the WBCA nation of coaches to assist in raising breast 
cancer awareness on the court, across campuses, in com- 
munities and beyond. More than 600 schools around the 
country at all levels will be participating during the week of 
February 8-17. 

The limmy V Foundation for Cancer Research launched 
the Kav Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund initiative on December 

3, 2007. It honors N.C. State women's coach Kay Yow, who 
worked alongside Jim Valvano at N.C. State before he suc- 
cumbed to cancer in 1993. Yow, who has more than 700 
coaching victories, was first diagnosed with breast cancer 

in 1987 and learned in November she has stage-four can- 

cer. 
The Kay Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund will raise money for 

scientific research and to assist the underserved in an effort 

to fight against cancer. 
The NCAA has also joined the WBCA's "Think Pink" ini- 

tiative by implementing the "Calling for a Cure" campaign 
where all NCAA women's basketball officials will be blow- 
ing a pink whistle February 8-17. 

Ten jerseys will be auctioned immediately following the 
game. Players will autograph the jerseys and buyers will take 
home their tax-deductible athletic wear that day. Fans will 
be able to sing-up for participation in the auction before 
and during the game at the Marketing Promotional Table 
located next to entrance Nl and N2. 

To show your support for the Kay Yow/WBCA Cancer 
Fund, call 1-800-4-J1MMY-V, orvisitjimmyv.org. For ticket 
information, contact the MT Ticket Office at 615-898-2103 
or visit GoBlueRaiders.com. 

veruonwireless 

Hot deals. 
Hotc lors. 

ftock on! 
Exclusive 
Verizon Wireless 
music phone 
$4Q99 

■^ -^ alter relate 

LGVX8J50: $99.99 2-yr. price 
-$50 mail-in rebate. With 
new 2-yr. activation. 

Show your style! 
Gleam"" by Samsung 

$QQ99 
^ ~* after rebate 

$149.99 2-w. price- $50 mail-in 
rrhate With new ? yr activation 

Txt your thumbs off! 
enV™ by LG Orange, Green or Silver 

99 
after rebate 

$129,992 yr. price 
$">0 mail in rebate 

With new 2-yr. activation 

"(- Work hard, look good! 
BlackBerry* Pearl 

99 
after rebate 

Pink or Silver 

$249,992 yr. price - $50 mail in rebate and $100 
Advanced Device Credit With new.»yr activation 
on Nationwide Email Plan $79.99 or higher 

Shoot hi-res pix & flix! 
FlJpShotT"by Samsung with 3 Megapixel camera 

>99 
after rebate 

$199.99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in rebate. 
With new 2-yr. activation. 

Switch to America's Most Reliable Wireless Network! 

Free Shipping: Call!.888.640.8776 Clickverizonwireless.com Visit any store 

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 
flptn Sanftrri TtfhtxoaRi «vwlaWe at if Im t**iiofli 

ANTI0CH 
snstMMy 
Hollow In 
015-731-1055 

BRENIW00D 
Maryland I arms 
015 832 2355 

COLUMBIA 
</S\ Hull", 
umphell Wvit 
931-381-0898 

Alcatel-Lucent 

UICKSON 
inoiowxiif 
615-440-2355 

FRANKLIN 
470 Cool Springs Blvd 
01S-/71-A448 

Cool Springs Gallecia 
6157717971 

GAUATIN 
1152 Nashville Pik» 
615-452-7800 

GOOOUTTSVIlli 
Umwgate Mai 
61S-8S9-2JSS 

LEBANON 
1424 YV. Main St. 
MS441 ?1SS 

MT. JULIET 
401S. Ml Juliet H 
b15 773 1900 

MUfUREtSBORO 
1%5 Old Tort Pkwy 
615-896-2355 

NASHVILLE 
4044Hillsborahke 
615-185-1910 

SMYRNA 
480 Sam Ridley Plr*y. W. 
MS <SS hSM) 

THE VERIZON 
WIRELESS 
STORE 
INSIDE 

^ 

0 

BUSINESS 
CUSTOMERS 
PLEASE CALL 
1.800.VZW.4BIZ 

(899.4249) 

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for wtondary family SharePUn' in w/ 2-yr. Aqmts). 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt. Calling Plan, rebate form and credit approval. Up to $175 early termination tee/line 4 other (taps Of"", and (overage, varying by servke. not 
available everywhere Hebalrs take up to 6 weeks limited-time offers. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply Device capabilities Adrfl charge-, & ennd Mm apply Network derails and coverage maps at 
veiiionwiieless.com. €2008 Veiiion Wiieless   RHOC 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
COACHES ASSOCIATION 

WBCA 

Valentine's Day 
is for basketball 

Forgel about Mardi Gras 
night for .i moment. Look- 
ing solely at the games being 
played in the Murphy Center 
this week, it is make-or-break 
time for both men's and wom- 
en's basketball teams. Lucky 
for son, two ol those games are 
taking place Thursday when 
both teams face the University 
nl South Alabama. 

Unfortunately for sou love- 
birds out there, it falls on Val- 
entine s Pas. 

sports do not take days off 

to celebrate love and the good 
it has done for the world. Quite 
rankly during this time of 

if your team is struggling 
to make it into a postseason 
tournament, "1 love you" is the 
last thing that is coming out of 
.11 oat h's mouth. 

Vs spoils fans, we are bred 
to be selfish. Ask .wiv Dallas 
t owboys fan today and they 
will probably express how 

much they don't care about 
Tony Romo's relationship with 
lessica Simpson, especially 
since it cost them a chance to 
play in the NFC Champion- 
ship game. Fans of the Atlanta 
Falcons tried to justify how 

dogfighting "wasn't that big of 
a deal' when I he team ended 

! i    i ngtoi  .is the 

m we are bred this 
w,p. ise at the end of 

hampionships are the 
only things that matter. The 

I ngland Patriots being 
haunted by IS-I is worse than 
the Buffalo bills getting to the 
Super Bowl tour times in a row 
and losing. 

In both instances, however, 
fans were left disappointed and 

feeling empty because of their 
lack of a championship that 
mattered. Don't get me wrong. 
they both were \K champions 
in their respective sears but if 
you don't hold that Super Bowl 
trophy, then you are holding 
your lace, crying. 

We are not at the stage where 
we must worry about losing in 
the championship game. We 
must first actually get to the 
tournament. 

Nimply put, it we don't gam 
victories this week, both teams 
would possibly play their first 
round games on the road. Al- 
though it worked out well for 
the men's team last year at Troy, 
<lo sou reallv want the fate of 

The Lowedown 

By Richard Lowe 

Sports Editor 

your team determined in some- 
body else's arena? 

I didn't think so. Some of the 
best victories is MT's history 
have come in front ot packed 
crowds. Players on all teams 
have acknowledged that fans 
in the stands add energy in the 
building. Not to mention, it is 
also very intimidating for the 
opposing team. 

Every sports fan at some 
point in time has watched a 
Duke/North Carolina basket- 
ball game and wished they were 

in that atmosphere. This week 
is your chance to feel what those 
students feel. 

The best part about it is that 
it falls on Valentine's Day. Now, 
if your significant other is not 
a sports fan, this is where you 
discourage them from reading 
the rest of this column. 

Let's be honest. We are all 
college students, and you, more 
than likely, spent the majority 
of your money this past week- 
end on meals and parties. I 
don't blame you, but your sig- 
nificant other will if you don't 
do anything for him or her on 
Thursday. 

This is the perfect opportu- 
nity to spend sometime with 
them (and 11,000 other Blue 
Raider fans I inside of the warm 
and cozy Murphy Center. Can 
you imagine four straight hours 
of thrilling basketball? 

I lete's the best part. After 
the games have ended, you will 
still have time to take her out to 
dinner, go to a movie, or head 
to Nashville for a night on the 
town. 

Also, for those who are walk- 
ing into Thursday with nothing 
in their pocket but a yellow en- 
velope and tlex dollars, I would 
recommend you making her 
a loud Blue Raider fan and get 
her very tired so she won't want 
to do anything after the games 
are finished. 

So grab your honey, or what- 
ever pet name you came up with 
while walking down Walnut 
Grove on a chilly Saturday af- 
ternoon this past fall, and make 
plans for Blue Raider basketball 
on Thursday. 

In the end, it only cost vou a 

slide ot your student ID. 

Richard Lowe is a junior 

Broadcast Journalism major. 
//<■ can be reached at r/ovtvt® 
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Safety tips for spring break 
Since spring break is just around the corner and 

college students the nation over are gearing up for 
wild adventures. Below are a few helpful and rea- 

sonable $j>s to keep any student safe and happy. 
Alcohol: go with the flow but keep it low. 
# Watch your intake and know your limit. It 

does nobody favors to get "sloppy drunk." Al- 
cohol poisoning still exists, even during spring 
break. 

It Water is a wonderful thing; the Aquafina 
commercials don't lie. For every one drink con- 
sumed, drink a glass of water. This keeps the 
body hydrated and leaves less chance for cotton- 
mouth hangover. 

« DO NOT MIX. Drugs are illegal. Know that 
mixing anything, illegal or not, can have serious 
consequences - like death. Alcohol is nice; enjoy 
it by itself. 

U Always choose a designated driver or bring 
enough money to take a cab. Don't drive drunk 
unless you want to be another statistic to con- 
firm the notion that all college kids are dumb. 
Double plus bonus, most bars will hookup a DD 
with free, non-alcoholic drinks. 

Money: a penny saved is a penny not spent on 
a stupid tourist trap. 

It Part of planning a vacation is scanning out 

the territory. Schedule freebie days, like going 
to the beach, visiting landmarks or planning a 
picnic. 

« If you are going out of state, take an allot- 
ted amount of money and an emergency blank 
check. If a bank card is stolen, it could mean di- 
saster. If you are going really far out of state, get 
travelers checks. Most cbmpanies will replace 
them immediately if they are stolen. 

It Only take what you need and nothing more. 
Rule of thumb: do not take anything to MTV 
Spring Break that you do not want stolen, bro- 
ken or vomited on. 

Transportation: caution, road trips can 
drive you crazy. 

It Check your car before driving long trips. 
Windshield wipers, oil, brakes, tire pressure and 
external lights should be top priorities. 

It Oddly enough, it helps to have a clean car, 
both inside and out, because it cuts down on 
wind resistance and ups mileage. 

It If other transportation is required, look into 
and compare prices. Also, flying is cheaper with- 
out the baggage; only take the essentials. 

Above all, just remember to have fun and be 
safe. Everyone wants to live to see next year's 
spring break. 

2007-08 Student Health Insurance Plans 
Developed for Middle Tennessee State University Students 

Approved by the Tennessee Board of Regents 
Student Insurance Corrimfttee 

Features include: 
y   Covered charges at the Student Health Center paid at 100% with no deductible 

,   Coverage for inpatient and outpatient hospital expenses such as: surgery. 
*    physician's visits, diagnostic testing, prescriptions and other services 

y   Coverage: 80% in PPO & 60% Non-PPO; $100,000 maximum benefit 

j   Reasonable premiums - see brochure and enrollment form for coverage & 
payment options. 

Brochures & Enrollment Forms available at the: 

> Student Health Center 

> www.healthbenefitconcepts.com or calling 1-800-463-2317 

> on-line enrollment at www.gmsouthwest com   r 

This insurance plan does have certain limitations and exclusions. For complete details, see policy on file at the 
Tennessee Board of Regents 

Spring swim 
styles go retro 

By Sarah Lavery 

Features Editor 

Spring break beach destina- 
tions can be such a contradic- 
tion. On the one hand, the idea 
of endless white sands and glis- 
tening, ice-blue water represents 
freedom and reckless abandon. 
It conjures up the image of run- 
ning barefoot hand-in-hand 
with that special someone, far 
from the turmoil of school, work 
and responsibility. 

On the other hand, for any 
of these fantasies to be realized, 
you're inevitably going to have 
to be in a bathing suit, which 
means baring it all and being as 
close to naked as you'll probably 
ever be in public. For most 
unless you're of the rare super 
model-breed variety—this isn't 
the most appealing idea. 

Luckily though, this season's 
bathing suit trends are reverting 
from the itsy-bitsy neon bikini 
to the classy, 1910s pin-up-in- 
spired one piece. 

This doesn't mean thatbikinis 
are "out," but the new bathing 
*iit trend asks foi cksjrj rathe* 
Atan trashy. The trendiest bikini 
bottoms are either high waisted 
or boy-shorts, far from thank 
god -the butt floss thai was all 
the rage a tew years agi >. 

Colors are more subdued 
think jewel-toned colors like 
deep green, red or blue. I he 
color brown-—the perleet com- 
pliment to a tan—seems to In- 
popping up in every designer's 
collection this season. 

Long gone are the days of Sis- 
co's "Thong Song" and girls ev- 
erywhere trying to emulate what 
his overly catchy lyrics demand- 
ed. This season, even if you do 
have "dumps like a truck, truck 
truck" or "thighs like what, what 
what" that Sisco crooned about, 
try to opt, instead, for the new, 
classy silhouette. 

GnANtic SY DAN* OtwuNk • MTSU AUIMNA 

String bikinii am balng 
raoiaead bw solid-eoior«d one 
piacas this season with • nod 
to the 1MOi pin-up «iri. 
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C-oki/teplfly with Ut£... 
Cov**i stay with us... 

Now utas>i\AA£ Fall Q.OOZ\ 

The Volute @ Raiders campus 



4  SIDELINES MONDAY, February 11,2008 vfww.mtsu8idelines.com 

UNIVERSITY GABLES 
Contact us for all of your housing 

needs... 
2827 S. Rutherford Blvd 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

615-890-9088 
Fax 615-890-3523 

www.collegeparkweb.com 

COLLEGE LIVING AT IT'S BEST!!! 

2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments 
Free Shuttle 

24-hour Game Room, Computer Lab, and Fitness Center 
Free Tanning 

Resort Style Swimming Pool with Hot Tub 
Washer & Dryer in Every Apartment 

fc&fc. Full-Size Basketball Court ^w 
Sand Volleyball Court __,r^fl^^ 

Individual Leases -^j B^4fl^Jg3 s» yen don't Have ta! 

■ 
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