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Office space 
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Several professors whose offices have been moved to Ezell Hall are upset with the building's condition. 

Faculty upset with Ezell 
By Kristin Hall 
News Editor 

After a long history of structural 
problems with Ezell Hall before the dor- 
mitory was closed in 1999, the renovated 
building is still the subject of conflict 
now as faculty office space. 

Several professors complained to the 
administration about moving into the 
first floor of Ezell Hall, where dorm 
rooms were reconstructed to house 20 
new faculty offices. 

Thirteen professors from the College 
of Mass Communication and 10 from 
the College of Liberal Arts now have 
offices in Ezell. 

The offices opened at the beginning 
of last semester and the administration 
had to deal with a flurry of problems 
from the faculty residing there. 

The problems ranged from persistent 
odors in the offices to construction 
problems to the general appearance of 
the building. 

Alexander Nagy, professor of journal- 
ism, said his office smells so bad he hard- 
ly ever goes in there anymore. 

"It smells like something stale," Nagy 
said. "It smells like a garbage can." 

The administration bought the office 
a de-humidifier to battle the smell, but 
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Nagy has noticed only a small difference. 
"I told the dean that if that's the best 

they can do, I'm taking my stuff home," 
Nagy said. 

As construction workers continue to 
renovate the rest of Ezell to make room 
for two new production studios for the 
recording industry program, professors 
have to put up with noise and other 
inconveniences. 

"There's ongoing construction and 
they'll turn off the power from time to 
time," explained Paul Fischer, associate 
professor of recording industry. 

Jim Dougan, assistant professor of 
recording industry, was working on a 
book draft when the power was cut out 
twice in a period of three hours. 

After years of construction and reno- 

vation, the grounds around Ezell are 
muddy and much of the building is still 
blocked off. 

"I don't care how many shrubs and 
plants they put out there, it's still an ugly 
building," Dougan said. 

However the biggest complaint about 
the move is amount of notice that the 
professors were given. 

"We found out about this during 
week two of the second summer ses- 
sion," Fischer said. "I pretty much had to 
start boxing up my office immediately." 

Many of the recording industry pro- 
fessors who are now in Ezell previously 
had offices in the Business and 
Aerospace Building. 

However, a year before the move, the 
university started a new organization 
program which placed the deans of each 
college in charge of the buildings within 
their domain. 

"The understanding was that the 
deans would move their faculty out of 
others' domains and into their own 
domains," explained Watson Hannah, 
director of academic technology plan- 
ning and projects. 

Still, Hannah said that the recording 
industry professors were not forced to 

See Ezell, 2 

Campaigns, activism heating up 
Student groups 
push for their 
favorite hopefuls 
By JuanitaThouin 
Staff Writer 

Tony Ford and Jacob Holt, along with 
other residents of the community, threw an 
overnight bag into their cars and headed for 
Iowa this past Friday. Their destination: the 
Iowa caucuses. 

Ford, a senior social work major at 
MTSU, and Holt, an MTSU senior majoring 
in political science and philosophy, are just 
two of the growing number of college stu- 
dents who see political activism as not only 
a right, but an obligation. 

"My mantra is if they don't vote, they 
can't complain," senior interior design 
major Lydia Melton said of her passion for 
involving other students in the political 
process. 

Melton and Ford are volunteers for the 
Howard Dean campaign. Holt has thrown 
his support toward John Edwards. 

At the start of 2004, there were nine 
Democrats and one Republican vying for 
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(Above) A student sports a button 
in support of Howard Dean's run for 
the Democratic presidential nod. 

Photo by Seth Holland  | Staff Photographer 

(Right) College Republicans member 
Lizzie Miller tries to recruit Jon 
Sehlicher yesterday afternoon in 
Keathley University Center. 

the chance to be elected president of the 
United States this fall. As of yesterday, that 
roster had winnowed down to seven and 
one, respectively. 

Five of the candidates have active cam- 
paigns and dedicated supporters on the 
campus of MTSU. 

George W. Bush, Republican 
President Bush has been in office since 

January 2001 and is seeking re-election. 
With no challengers from within his party, 
he's just now getting his Tennessee office up 
and running. 

On campus, the Raider Republicans are 
currently holding strategy meetings. The 
groups is led by Tyler Smith, a junior digital 

See Campaigns, 2 
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Birth control pi 
now costs more 
Health Services 
offers options 
for women 
By Lindsey Turner 
News Editor 

Women wanting to purchase 
the birth control pill Ortho- 
Tricyclen from Health Services 
will face a slight price increase 
effective immediately. 

Richard Chapman, Health 
Services director, said that the 
pill's previous price of Sll a 
month at Health Services will be 
raised to $25 a month. Ortho- 
McNeil, the company that has 
previously had exclusive rights 
to the drug, ottered a discount 
to state agencies and college 
health clinics as a marketing 
tactic. Chapman said. But the 
drug's patent is now up, and 
Ortho-McNeil will no longer be 
extending the discount. 

"They wanted to get patients 
on their products at a young age 
so they would hopefully contin- 
ue it once they get out of col- 
lege," Chapman said. 

Chapman said generic ver- 
sions of the pill still offer the 
same protections of the more 

expensive name-brand version, 
though Health Services does 
not offer generic versions. 

"Assuming the quality assur- 
ance is the same and the pro- 
duction is the same, it should be 
the exact same product," 
Chapman said. 

He said Health Services can 
still get the name-brand version 
of the pill more cheaply than 
the generic versions. 

OrthoTricyclen-I.o, a newer 
version of the pill, contains 
lower dosages oi hormones that 
may result in less side effects 
than the original 
OrthoTricyclen. Chapman said 
some women experience spot 
ting during the first three 
months, but that other side 
effects, such as irritability and 
cramping, tend to be lessened. 

"Ortho-I.o is still a name 
brand, it's just a ditterent ver- 
sion of the same product," 
Chapman said. This version of 
the pill is available at Health 
Services for $11. 

"We're finding that most 
patients are switching to the 
Ortho-I.o with no difficulty," 
Chapman said. 

Chapman said that there are 

See Birth control, 2 
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Junior Crystal Armbruster utilizes a new laptop and set 
of headphones that will help make fund-raising easier. 

Updated equipment 
brings phone-a-thon 
to campus again 
By JuanitaThouin 
Staff Writer 

Administrators within 
MTSU's Office of Development 
hope to establish a better rap- 
port with alumni by bringing 
the annual phone-a-thon back 
on campus. 

Six years ago, fund-raising 
via telephone was outsourced to 
a fund-raising contractor. 

But what the Office of 
Development soon learned was 
that alumni missed the oppor- 
tunity to talk to students cur- 
rently attending MTSL'. 

Alumni "want to know it so- 
and-so professor is still there," 
said Kippy Todd, assistant direc- 
tor of annual giving. "Ts Dr. 
Bob still in the education 
department? The staples of the 
university, how are they 
doing?'" 

To better facilitate bringing 
the annual fund-raising event 
back in-house, the university 
has set up a sophisticated sys- 
tem using laptops, rented soft- 
ware and headphones. 

The rented software, provid- 
ed by Moonfire and IP Blue, has 
several advantages over the old 
system of setting up a databank. 

Todd said that the last in- 

house event took place in the 
faculty/staff dining hall in the 
basement of the James Union 
Building, required 30 tele- 
phones and necessitated keep- 
ing track of 35,000  sheets  of 
paper. 

The new system allows the 
Development Office to load 
alumni phone numbers into a 
database and subsequent calls to 
be made with the touch ot one 
button. 

According to Todd, this dim 
inates the need tor callers to 
look up phone numbers and 
also avoids human error, which 
results in dialing the wrong 
number. All of which, she said, 
speeds up the process and 
allows more calls to be made 
with less resources. 

"We are approaching 70,000 
alumni in our database," Todd 
said. "And with a limited staff, 
this is our personal visit to 
alumni." 

The system is also portable 
because it works ofl of a wire- 
less system, using laptops. 

Because space on campus is 
at such a premium these days, 
the portability of the system 
makes it attractive, officials say. 

See Fund-raising, 2 
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Campaigns: Some candidates not represented on campus 
Continued from 

communication major; Justin Owen, a jun- 
ior political science major; Sidney Schaad, a 
freshman undeclared major; Elizabeth 
Miller, a freshman criminal justice major; 
lason Eaves, a freshman political science 
major; and Kasey Talbott, a sophomore 
mass communication major. 

"We're trying to get a Republican voice 
on campus active again," Smith said. 

The group is also learning the ins and 
outs of campaigning by helping local 
Republican zoning commissioner candi- 
dates with their campaigns. They are mak- 
ing phone calls to registered voters and 
going door-to-door. 

Smith said he is supporting President 
Bush in his re-election bid because he 
believes in the Republican anti-abortion 
stance. 

He also believes citizens should be 
allowed to keep more of their own money 
and invest or spend it in ways they see fit 
rather than having the government to 
decide where it should go. 

"I like Bush because he seems to connect 
with a lot of people," Smith said. "He seems 
to actually care." 

Wesley Clark, Democrat 
Clark recently retired from military serv- 

ice with the rank of general. He served as 
Supreme Allied Commander for NATO 
forces during the war in Kosovo. 

Clark's leading voice on campus is 
Antwon Bailey, a senior political science 
major. 

Bailey, a nontraditional student, is not 
new to politics. He worked as paid staff for 
Gov. Phil Bredesen's inaugural committee 
and the Tennessee Democratic Party. 

Bailey said he's always been civic-mind- 
ed. 

A couple of years ago he attended a 
Democratic summer academy sponsored by 
former Vice President Al Gore. There he 
was taught the theory of how to run an 
effective campaign. 

From that experience he was able to net- 
work into paid political positions. His cur- 
rent work for Clark is also as paid staff. 

Bailey said he doesn't support Clark just 
because he's getting paid. 

"Clark is the best solution to the George 
Bush debacle," Bailey said. 

He's also quick to point out that Clark is 
the candidate who seems most interested in 
winning the votes of Tennesseans. 

Clark has 16 paid staffers throughout the 
state while the other campaigns have only 
one or two. 

Although Bailey admitted that he, per- 
sonally, hasn't worked through all the intri- 
cacies of Clark's platform, he appreciates 
the retired general's stance on the economy, 
his desire to protect and promote jobs, his 
prescription drug plan and his plan for tax 
reform. 

"Clark has a world-renowned reputation 
as a consensus-builder," Bailey said. 

Howard Dean, Democrat 
Dean is a physician-turned-politician. 

He spent 12 years as the governor of 
Vermont. 

Dean has a large base of support on 
campus: more than 50 students regularly 
attend the Dean campaign meetings. 

The MTSU for Dean leadership is in the 
hands of Ford and Melton. 

Ford, a nontraditional student who 
spent 15 years in the military and is a dis- 
abled Gulf War veteran, was never really 
into politics before signing on to the Dean 
campaign. 

"I was irritated with President Bush and 
what he's done to veteran's benefits," Ford 
said. 

Ford blamed President Bush for the 
increased co-pay veterans must pay for pre- 
scription drugs. 

In 2001 the co-payment for medications 
to treat non-service related illness or injury 
went from $2 per prescription to $7. 

As a former military man. Ford said he 
also likes Clark as a presidential candidate, 
but believes Clark will have a more difficult 
time beating Bush. His belief stems from 
Clark's decision not to opt out of the feder- 
al matching funds program. 

CAMPAIGN 
CONTACTS 

MTSU has six campus groups 
supporting presidential hopefuls. 

Here's how to contact them, 
as well as a listing of 

all the candidates' Web sites. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
Phone Tyler Smith, 893-5152 
Web sites www.georgebush.com 

www.raiderrepublicans.com 
Upcoming events Bush campaign 
meeting Feb. 3 at 7 p.m. in the 
Business and Aerospace Building's 
Suntrust Room 

JOHN KERRY 

Phone Brad Ward, 849-7856 
Web site www.johnkerry.com 
Upcoming events To be announced 

WESLEY CLARK 

Phone Antwon Bailey, 244-5404 
E-mail abailey@clark04.com 
Web site www.clark04.com 
Upcoming events To be announced 

JOHN EDWARDS 

Phone Kim Sasser or lohn Winston, 
329-3977 
Web site www.johnedwards2004.com 
Upcoming events To be announced 

HOWARD DEAN 

Phone Tony Ford, 308-8064 
E-mail mtsufordean@yahoo- 
groups.com 
Web site www.deanforamerica.com 
Upcoming events Dean campaign 
meeting Feb. 4, 7 p.m., at Patterson 
Community Center, Suite A, located 
at 521 Mercury Blvd. 

DENNIS KUCINICH 

Web site www.kucinich.us 

JOE LIEBERMAN 

Web site www.joe2004.com 

AL SHARPTON 

Web site www.sharpton2004.org 

LYNDON LAROUCHE 

Web site www.larouchein2004.net 

Candidates who take matching funds 
can only spend $44.6 million during the 
primary season. Once selected as the nomi- 
nee, they can receive $76 million in public 
funds. 

Ford said comparing that amount to the 
$200 million Bush expects to raise leaves 
him wondering if Clark can be a viable 
opponent. 

Nonetheless, Ford said he will support 
whoever wins the nomination. 

"All of us [Democrats], in the end, want 
Bush out of office," he said. 

Melton, also a nontraditional student, 
said she has been a lifelong Democrat, hav- 
ing participated in the Young Democrats 
club in high school. 

She also volunteered at the 1992 
Clinton-Gore headquarters in Memphis. 

"One of my main issues is women's 
rights," Melton said. "I'm staunchly pro- 
choice." 

"What drew me to Dean in the first place 
was that he came out right away against the 
war," she added. "I was very anti-war." 

Melton also likes Dean because he isn't 
afraid to take an unpopular position on 
issues. "And at that time it was a very 
unpopular position." 

Melton has been busy putting up fliers 
around campus and attending Dean sup- 
porter meetings. 

She has also written letters to senators 
asking them to endorse Dean and plans to 

day work  the  polls  on   Feb.   10,  the 
Tennesseans cast their primary votes. 

"I wish that more students would get 
involved [in the political process) but when 
I try talk to my classmates they don't even 
know who Howard Dean is," Melton said. 

John Edwards, Democrat 
Edwards is an attorney who began his 

political career in 1998 as an U.S. senator 
from North Carolina. 

Edwards' bid to be the Democratic can- 
didate for president has the support of Holt, 
the founding president of the MTSU 
College Democrats and former volunteer 
for Andy Womack's and Bredesen's cam- 
paigns for governor. 

"I'm a committed Democrat and believe 
he has the best chance of winning," Holt 
said of his support for Edwards. 

Holt based that belief on his own careful 
analysis of past elections. 

Holt said the last non-southern 
Democrat to win the White House was 
President John F. Kennedy. According to 
Holt, Edwards is the only candidate who has 
won a statewide Southern race. 

Holt said evidence shows Southern 
Democrats are more likely to back a 
Southern Democrat than one from the 
North and he believes any candidate needs 
to win the South in order to win the elec- 
tion. 

Holt also likes Edwards' style and his 
College for Everyone plan. 

This plan proposes to pay for the first 
year of college for anyone who is academi- 
cally prepared and works 10 hours a week. 
The work can be work study or in the pri- 
vate sector. 

In addition to making phone calls and 
going door to door for the candidate. Holt 
speaks at meetings on behalf of the Edwards 
message. 

"Senator Edwards is the most pragmatic 
of them all," Holt said. "In health care for 
instance, his plan has the best shot at getting 
passed in Congress." 

John Kerry, Democrat 
Kerry is a decorated Vietnam war veter- 

an and a U.S. senator from Massachusetts. 
The Kerry for president campaign is 

actively represented on campus and coordi- 
nated by Kayla Henry. 

Henry is a junior elementary education 
major whose introduction into politics 
began when she was elected as class presi- 
dent her freshman year of high school, and 
for each year thereafter. This past fall she 
joined the MTSU Democrats. 

Her interest in Kerry was sparked when 
spokespersons for the various candidates 
spoke at a Democrat-sponsored meeting. 

"When they got up and spoke about 
John Kerry you could hear their passion," 
Henry said. "I was so impressed with them," 

After learning more about the candidate 
she decided to lend her support to his cam- 
paign. 

Henry likes Kerry's emphasis on educa- 
tion. She especially likes his desire to make 
college more affordable and his desire to 
provide after-school care for younger chil- 
dren. 

"A lot of kids go home to an empty 
house and that's when they start to get in 
trouble," Henry said. 

Like others who work for the different 
candidates, she's done phone calling and 
been involved in strategy planning. 

Henry says one of the most satisfying 
activities she participated in is registering 
students to vote. She believes every eligible 
American should vote. 

Henry really wants to see Kerry's cam- 
paign pay attention to high-school students 
who will be of legal age to vote in the fall. 

"The young people can swing the vote," 
Henry said. "The high schools are key. We 
need to get them right out of high school." 

While Henry really wants to see Kerry 
run for president, she said she'll support 
any Democrat who runs. 

"I don't care what Democrat gets the 
nomination, I'm going to be behind that 
person," she said. "I've always believed the 
Democrats are more for the working peo- 
ple." ♦ 

Fund-raising: New technology used to update database 
Continued from I 

The cost of the system hard- 
ware was $12,000. To rent the 
software costs around $5,000 
per year. An additional expense 
is for the long distance service 
provided by Appia 
Communication. They charge 
2.5 cents per minute in six sec- 
ond increments. 

Todd said the last year 
MTSU outsourced its annual 
fund, the university paid the 
contractor upward of $90,000. 

Therefore, in addition to the 
benefit of personal contact with 
alumni, the development office 
hopes the new system will gen- 
erate additional revenue. 

According to Karen Daniel, 
coordinator for the annual 
fund, students just finished 
making all of their calls to 
College of Business alums. 

During a four week period, 

12,000 contacts were made and 
$33,807 in pledges was prom- 
ised. 

"It's important to differenti- 
ate," Daniel said. "Just because 
we say we called 12,000 doesn't 
mean we actually spoke to 
12,000." 

Daniel explained that some 
of those contacts were to 
answering machines or other 
persons in the home. She said 
the system does not allow her to 
track how many of those con- 
tacts actually resulted in conver- 
sations with alumni. 

She also said that it often 
takes more than eight tries 
before the caller actually gets 
someone on the phone. 

She did note that 692 people 
made pledges. 

So far 45 percent of those 
making pledges have sent in 
their money. Todd and Daniel 
say this is very good news; most 

GET EXPERIENCE AND GET PAID. 

CALL SIDELINES. 898-2336 

universities only expect to 
receive a return of 75 percent on 
pledges within a 90-day period. 

Asking for donations isn't 
the only task of callers. The uni- 
versity is also updating its data- 
base. 

"Most people are not hesi- 
tant to give MTSU updated 
information," Daniel said. 

Daniel sees the project as a 
great success. She said her stu- 
dent workers enjoy calling the 
alumni and most don't have a 
problem asking for donations. 

"Once they learn what we 
raise money for and how it ben- 
efits the campus, they start get- 
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ting really pumped," Daniel 
said. 

Daniel said the money raised 
by the annual fund goes either 
into the dean's discretionary 
fund - the unrestricted fund 
that supports scholarships and 
faculty gifts or anywhere else an 
alumnus wants it to go. 

She said one recent giver 
stipulated that he wanted his 
donation to go to Parking 
Services. 

This week, the annual fund 
will begin calling the 7,000 
alumni of the College of Mass 
Communication. ♦ 

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL 
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Book early and save $S$' World's 
longest Keg Party - Free beer all week! 
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Body S Venus Swimwear contest 

Suites up to 12 people, 3 pools, huge 
beachfront hot tub. river ride, water 

slide, jet skis, parasail 

Sandpiper-Beacon 
Beach Resort 
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A stray chunk of concrete rests in the dirt 
outside Ezell and Abernathy halls. 

Ezell: Professors trying 
to make adjustments' 

Hannah said. "But the 
College of Liberal Arts is 
happy to go over there 
because they reside in 
Reynolds Hall and Peck 
Hall and some of our worst 
buildings." 

After students were 
evacuated in 1999 from 
Ezell after serious problems 
with mold, mildew and 
falling chunks of concrete, 
Hannah said she assured 
the professors that the 
building is now safe for 
professors. 

"We've had all the tests 
done," Hannah said. "The 
Tennessee Board of 
Regents and the state 
building commission 
approved all the drawings. 
We've had experts come in 
and check the air quality 
and we've checked for 
asbestos and mold." 

Despite the university's 
attempts to resolve the 
problems with Ezell, some 
faculty are still disappoint- 
ed with the new offices. 

"They shouldn't have 
moved anybody in here. It 
isn't ready," Fischer sail!. 
"And now this is where I 
am going to have to exist 
probably for the rest of my 
academic career at MTSU." 

Other professors have 
accepted the move and are 
now trying to settle into 
the offices. 

"This is the hand we've 
been dealt and I think all of 
us are just trying to make 
the adjustments necessary," 
Dougan said. ♦ 

move and did so by their 
own choice. 

However, Fischer said 
he felt very different about 
the move. 

"I never really believed 
that if I dug my heels in 
and said, 'I'm not moving,' 
that I'd be protected," 
Fischer said. 

"The faculty could have 
been treated better and 
more prepared for the 
move," Dougan said. 

Last semester, some of 
the faculty in Ezell went to 
the Faculty Senate to have 
these issues resolved. 

"The last I knew, the 
issues were being 
addressed, but how well 
they've been addressed, I 
am not aware," said Dan 
Pfeifer, president of the 
Faculty Senate. 

Anantha Babbili, dean 
of Mass Communication, 
said that the problems that 
plagued Ezell Hall have all 
been corrected as best as 
possible. 

"Once we went to the 
extra length to accommo- 
date then special needs in 
their new offices, it was all 
taken care of," Babbili said. 

Hannah said that the 
problems with Ezell are all 
a matter of perception and 
that the complaints 
stemmed from "bad feel- 
ings' about the move. 

"They thought they 
were going into substan- 
dard   housing,   I   guess," 

Birth control: Health 
Services offers more than pill 
Continued from I 

alternatives to OrthoTricyclen 
and Ortho-I.o, but that their 
tormulations might be slightly 
different. 

Health Services also offers 
alternatives to a daily pill. 

"The biggest problem with 
the pill is that people forget to 
take it," said lonna Whitman, 
the university's physician. 

Whitman said Health 
Services currently offers Depo- 
Provera, Nuva Ring and the 
Ortho Evra patch - three meth- 
ods of contraception that don't 
require daily attention. 

"The Nuva Ring is probably 
the most recent advance in con 
traception," Whitman said,"and 
it stems from the desire to get 
away from»women having to do 
something every single day." 

The Nuva Ring is an inira- 
vaginal ring that is left in for 
three weeks, and taken out on 
the fourth week so the woman 
will have a period. The ring, like 
the pill, contains progestin and 

estrogen. 
The ring, according to 

Whitman, has fewer estrogen- 
related side effects - breast ten- 
derness, nausea, mood swings - 
because it deposits the lowest 
amount of hormones. 

"They think that's because 
the hormone delivery is right 
there where you need it," 
Whitman said. "It's not a sys- 
temic sort of thing." 

The Ortho Evra patch is 
worn for a week at a time, and 
left off for a fourth week so the 
woman can have her period. It 
deposits continuous levels of 
progestin and estrogen into the 
bloodstream. 

Depo-Provera is an injection 
received every three months 
that suppresses ovulation to 
prevent pregnancy. 

All four methods of birth 
control - the pill, injection, 
patch and ring - offer similar 
protection against pregnancy. 

For more information, con- 
tact Health Services at 898- 
2988. ♦ 

Its Coming... 
Fraternity Rush week 

February 2-6 

Pick up applications in the Greek Life 

Office KUC 326 S. For more information, 

contact Greek Life 

(a) 898-5996 or greeks(a)mtsu.edu 
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Murfreesboro 
crime down 

. from last year 
By Jason Cox 
State and Local News Editor 

Statistics released by the 
Murfreesboro Police 
Department show a slight 
decrease in reported crimes 
from 2002 to 2003. 

A press release issued last 
week shows that crimes includ- 
ed in the U.S. lustice 
Department's seven part crime 
index decreased exactly 1 per- 
cent from two years ago to last 
year. 

Reports of rape showed the 
most dramatic decrease, from 
10 to 29 - representing a 28 per- 
cent decline. Maj. Clyde 
Adkison of the MPD said this 
trend could be partly attributed 
to 'rape defense classes such as 
the ones ottered at MTSU and a 
heightened awareness on the 
part of women. 

"I think women are much 
more aware of then surround- 
ings now.' he said. "I think 
women don't go out by them- 
selves as much." 

The city did see a relatively 
dramatic increase in homicides 
- from zero in 2001 and 2002 to 
two in 2003. 

"We had no homicides in 
2001 and 2002, and that in and 
of itself is extremely unusual,'' 
Adkison said. 

"1 think what is the most 
noticeable there is of those two 
homicides, we've made arrests 
in both those cases," he contin- 
ued. "At least the alleged perpet- 

uators of those crimes have 
been arrested and are in jail." 

Adkison added that most 
homicides are committed by 
someone the victim knows and 
the incidents come about as 
either drug-related or as crimes 
of passion. 

"The victim knows the per- 
petuator," he said. 

A significant rise occurred in 
incidents of motor vehicle theft, 
going from 200 in 2002 to 267 
in 2003. Reports of assault 
.leaeased, from 1,611 to 1,495, 
but robberies rose from 69 to 
83. Burglaries remained stag- 
nant, with 471 reports coming 
in to MPD in 2003 versus 470 in 
2002. Reported incidents of lar- 
ceny also remained relatively 
unchanged, from 2,603 to 
2,598. Arson incidents went 
from seven in 2002 to 11 in 
2003. 

Adkison said a lean fiscal 
budget did not allow tor more 
officers to be added in 2002. but 
that a new recruit class of 12 
people is currently training. 

"They have in-house recruit 
class for three weeks, then they 
are put on the held training 
officer] program for 18 weeks 
total," Adkison said. 

"2003 was uist a lean fiscal 
budget year, and please under- 
stand thai was utywide," he 
continued, "and the reason that 
was done was to avoid a tax 
increase. 

See Crime, 4 

Cause unknown 
in Maryville fire 
By Duncan Mansfield 
Associated Press Writer 

MARYVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
Investigators searched for clues 
Wednesday to a fire that killed 
three residents and injured six 
others as it swept through a 
rural retirement home that 
lacked sprinklers or access to a 
hydrant. 

A former employee said 
there had been problems previ- 
ously with residents smoking 
inside the privately owned 
Home Away from Home Inc., 
but investigators were with- 
holding comment Wednesday 
about what started the blaze at 
about 9 p.m. EST Tuesday. 

"Nothing is ruled out," said 
Bob Pollard, a Nashville-based 
special agent with the state fire 
marshal's office leading the 
investigation. 

The home's management 
issued a statement saying it was 
"fully cooperating" with investi- 
gators and expressed sympathy 
to the victims. 

"Due to our sorrow at losing 
three friends so suddenly, we 
are still grieving and we have 
very little that we can say at this 
time to the public," administra- 
tor Curtis Sorrells said. 

"I loved working there. I 
loved  all  the  residents.  They 

See Fire, 4 

. Cat owner may face 
additional charges 
By Nona Kempton 
Staff Writer 

A Murfreesboro man who 
kept 120 dead animals in freez- 
ers at his Indian Hills condo 
may face additional charges 
when all of the live cats at his 
Christiana trailer can be round- 
ed up, according to animal con- 
trol authorities. 

Rutherford County Animal 
Services officials removed 27 
cats from a trailer on farmland 
owned by William "Terry" 
Davis, 72, of 331 Calumet Trace 
in Murfreesboro. Authorities 
were able to catch 11 more cats 
in a fenced-in barn on the prop- 
erty and estimate that there may 
be as many as 35 more cats there 
that they were unable to catch. 

"Hopefully we can get cus- 
tody of the rest of them and get 
them back here," Loreen Darley, 
an animal control supervisor, 
said. 

Davis was arrested Dec. 28 
and charged with 10 counts of 
animal cruelty after 
Murfreesboro police responded 
to a complaint of a loose dog 
roaming the streets of the 
upscale neighborhood at the 
Indian Hills golf course. 

According to the police 
report, the officer followed the 
dog to the Davis home and 
found the door open and "piles 
of dog feces ... and the home 
being in disarray." Fearing that 
the resident may be ill or 
deceased, police entered the 
home and found nine live cats 
and the dog and "feces from 
both animals covering the car- 
pet, litter boxes overflowing 
with cat Teces and no water for 
the animals to drink." 

Police contacted animal con- 
trol investigators, who removed 
all the cats and the dog from the 
home. According to the police 
report, it was the animal control 
officers who found a dead cat in 
the refrigerator. Upon further 
investigation of the house, the 
other deceased animals were 
found in the freezer in the 
house and in two freezers in the 
garage. 

Davis is currently free on 
$1,500 bail and has a prelimi- 
nary court date set for Feb. 17. 
Lance Selva, a Murfreesboro 
attorney who also teaches class- 
es in criminal justice at MTSU, 
is representing Davis. 

Selva declined to comment 
on the record to Sidelines about 
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This house on Tennessee Boulevard, owned by Sharon and Ted Petty, will be moved to Old Barfield Road. 

Tennessee Boulevard changing 
By Maura Satchell 
Staff Writer 

Drivers heading to campus from South 
Tennessee Boulevard can't help but notice 
the odd sight of homes on wheels on the 
west side of the street these days. That 
roadway is about to become a four-lane 
thoroughfare, complete with a landscaped 
median. 

The road-widening project ol 
Tennessee Boulevard between Main and 
Broad Streets has been discussed since the 
preliminary engineering contract was 
approved in August 1997. 

The project has two different sections, 
covering 1.2 miles. It required the buying 
of homes on the west side of Tennessee 
Boulevard between Main Street and 
Mercury Boulevard, according to 
Murfreesboro city engineer Chris Griffith. 
The section from Mercury Boulevard to 
Broad Street is more commercial and the 
existing properties there will remain. Also 
in that section, the street will be widened 
to five lanes rather than four. 

Griffith is in his second year as head of 
city road projects. He said that in a town 
meeting discussing the construction of 
the residential section held last lune, there 
were very few objections from the 16 
attendees present. There were no tran- 
scripts of that meeting or formal notes 
taken, which is, Griffith said, typical pro 
cedure for the city-planning department. 

"Pretty much all the homeowners were 
positive," Griffith said. The attendees, he 
said, expressed interest in the likelihood 
that their property values would increase, 
with the attractive landscaping along the 
raised median. 

The city will maintain ownership of 
the vacant land on the west side of the 
street and Griffith said there are no plans 
now to develop it into anything usable, 
despite one resident's suggestion that it be 
turned into a small park. 

Griffith doesn't expect the construc- 
tion on that portion of the road to tie up 
traffic significantly. 

"The residential section isn't going to 
he bad at all," he said. The contractor will 
construct the road on the side of 
Tennessee Boulevard that is now the 
vacant land first, leaving the existing 
roadway intact. It will then turn its atten- 
tion on the other side and the median, 
redirecting traffic to the newly construct- 
ed road section. Throughout the process, 
the plans call for the normal two-lane 
I rattle to remain. 

Rita Bowen is the daughter-in-law of 
lohn R. Bowen, who owns one of the 
homes that is to remain along Tennessee 
Boulevard. She said that the process has 
been highly emotional. 

"They've lived there lor over 40 years," 
she said. 

Bowne worries that the project will 
take much longer than the anticipated II 
months. 

"I know how the city of Murlreesboro 
works. It is gonna be a long process," she 
said, citing construction on Northfield 
Boulevard's delayed construction as an 
example. 

"If other streets are an example, it will 
take a million years," she continued 

The length of road between Mercury 
and Broad Street will be more problemat- 
ic. Griffith said, and the public meeting 
held in luly of last year hinted at some of 
the property owner's concerns. That 
meeting drew 2S attendees, most of 
whom own businesses that operates along 
the Boulevard between Mercury and 
Broad. 

Griffith said that the city is highly sen- 
sitive to the needs of the businesses there, 
and recognizes that a significant loss of 
revenue could cause a company to close 
its doors permanently. 

"We're taking extra care during the 
construction  there to minimize distur- 

bances," he said. 
The widening project from Main to 

Broad will be paid for out of the city's cof- 
fers, and is budgeted to cost $6 million. 
The project is being sent out for bid in 
March and construction is slated to begin 
in April, pending acquisition of utility 
easements. Griffith said that the plan calls 
for the utilities to be relocated first, and 
then the actual construction will com- 
mence. 

It is not known at this point whether 
the utilities will be placed underground in 
the residential area, or aboveground. Also 
not determined is whether they will be 
located in the median, alongside the occu- 
pied portion of Tennessee Boulevard, or 
on the side of the Boulevard that is now 
vacant. Calls placed to a spokesman for 
Murfreesboro Electric Company were not 
returned. A cost-benefit study is current- 
ly under way to determine whether the 
utilities can be placed underground. 

The project is scheduled to be com- 
pleted by August 2005. 

In addition to the widening of 
Tennessee Boulevard between Main and 
Broad, the roadway will be expanded 
between Main and Greenland Drive. 

That plan began to take form when the 
initial engineering plans were approved 
by the city in October of 1995. 

Griffith said that project would be 
much smaller in scope, with the boule- 
vard widened by one lane with a median. 
It is also a shorter distance at 4,100 feet. 
The cost of that project is expected to be 
about $2.5 million, of which the city is 
budgeting $350,000, and the remainder is 
expected to be paid by the federal govern- 
ment thanks to the efforts of Sen. Lamar 
Alexander. 

Construction on the widening of 
Tennessee Boulevard from Main to 
Greenland is slated to begin in July of this 
year, with anticipated completion by 
October 2005. ♦ 
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the case. Davis could   not be 
reached for comment. 

Davis has been quoted in 
The Temiesseati that none of the 
dead animals were stored along- 
side food, but Darley has a 
photo of a dead kitten in the 
vegetable crisper drawer inside 
the home. 

Darley said that none of the 
deceased animals could be 
autopsied to determine the 
cause of death. 

"After more than 48 hours in 
the freezer, the blood and tissue 
begin  to  crystallize  and  the 

See Cat, 4 

Predatory lending 
legislation discussed 
By Karin Miller 

lire,/ Press Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - If Tennessee creates a new law to reg- 
ulate predatory lending, it will have little impact because of federal 
rules that go into effect next month, lawmakers were told Tuesday. 

So Kevin Lavender, the commissioner of Tennessee's Financial 
Institutions Department, told the Senate Commerce Committee he 
will attack the problem administratively and promised details later 
this week. 

Gov. Phil Bredesen's administration has spent months working 
with consumer advocates and banking lobbyists on legislation to 
prevent lenders from duping homeowners into taking new loans 
packed with steep fees and high interest rates. 

But federal Comptroller of the Currency John D. Hawke Jr. 
issued rules earlier this month essentially pre-empting all state reg- 
ulation of federally regulated banks. 

State regulators and attorneys general throughout the nation are 
united against the new federal rules, saying consumers will be the 
losers. 

Tennessee Deputy Attorney General Andy Bennett called them 
"a classic example of bad public policy" and said Hawke's office 
"abused its regulatory mandate by exempting national banks from 
consumer laws every other business in Tennessee must follow." 

Tennessee has 60 national banks and 160 state-chartered banks. 
Approving a law affecting only the state banks would create an 

"unlevel playing field," said Lavender, who added that many of 
those banks and other state-regulated entities such as mortgage 
lenders also likely would affiliate with national banking institutions 
to avoid state regulation. , 

"This is a huge issue, and there's a clouded horizon. It makes me 
uncomfortable to pass legislation we may not be able to enforce," 
he said. 

See Loan, 4 
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Fire: Facility passed 
2003 inspection 
Continued from 3 

were like grandmothers and 
grandfathers to you," said Julie 
Ray, who was a caregiver at the 
home about two years ago and 
remembers problems with resi- 
dents smoking in their rooms - 
a potential code violation. 

Smoking is permitted in des- 
ignated areas "but it is prohibit- 
ed in the resident's room totally 
and the staff has to ensure that 
doesn't happen," said Katy 
Gammon, director of the 
Tennessee Department of 
Health's Health Care Facilities 
section. 

Gammon said the facility 
passed its annual fire safety 
inspection last year and was due 
to be reviewed again Jan. 27. 
Gammon's inspectors made a 
surprise visit to the home 
Tuesday to do an annual health 
survey, finding minor problems 
with routine assessments of 
dementia patients. 

The ranch-style, brick facili- 
ty, a former private residence, 
was licensed since 1988 as one 
of the state's 155 homes for the 
aged. Gammon said it did not 
have a sprinkler system but was 
not required to under state 
rules. 

State law exempts older 
retirement homes from having 
sprinklers if they haven't been 
renovated since 1994. 

Fifteen residents, a caregiver 
and a guest were in the retire- 
ment home when it caught fire. 
Seven were treated and released 
Tuesday night and six remained 
hospitalized Wednesday. 

Authorities identified two of 
the fatalities as residents Lucille 
Law, 87, and Molly Wright, 84. 
Both were dead on arrival at 
Blount Memorial Hospital. One 
other person died but the iden- 
tity was not released. 

Three burn victims were 
taken to Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center's burn unit in 
Nashville, about 160 miles west 
of Maryville, where they were in 
critical condition, hospital 
spokeswoman Jessica Pasley 
said. 

Three others were listed in 
stable condition Wednesday at 

Blount    Memorial,    spokes- 
woman Gina Stafford said. 

One of the residents died 
after being trapped in the build- 
ing, said sheriff's spokeswoman 
Marian O'Briant. The injured 
were treated for smoke inhala- 
tion and burns, and one victim 
suffered a hip fracture. 

Pollard said investigators 
began work at daybreak inter- 
viewing residents who are able 
to talk and going through the 
debris at the site about 15 miles 
south of Knoxville. 

Authorities were investigat- 
ing reports that residents smok- 
ing outside the building heard a 
popping sound and then saw 
fire. 

"We have not found any- 
thing to indicate a large explo- 
sion," Pollard said. "Often 
aerosol cans will lead people to 
believe an explosion has 
occurred." 

The two-lane country road 
leading to Home Away from 
Home was jammed Tuesday 
night as a dozen ambulances 
responded when the facility 
caught fire. 

"I don't think it should be 
here and that proved it last 
night," said Jack Wilson, who 
lives about 100 feet away next 
door. "It was chaotic. I just hope 
they don't build it back." 

Wilson described seeing res- 
idents wheeled down the lane 
on stretchers to an intersection 
to be loaded into ambulances 
that couldn't drive all the way to 
the facility. 

Since there was no hydrant 
on the rural road, firefighters 
fashioned a makeshift pool by 
dumping truckloads of water 
into a low spot on the ground 
and using that to supply the 
hoses. Temperatures in the mid- 
20s forced firefighters to put salt 
in the water to keep it from 
freezing. 

The fire comes four months 
after a blaze at a four-story 
nursing home in Nashville 
killed 15 residents, about half of 
whom died in the months fol- 
lowing the blaze. That center 
also did not have a sprinkler 
system. ♦ 

Middle Tennessee Weather - Five Day Forecast 
From the Associated Press 
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Cat: Stray dog tipped off police officer 
Continued from 3 

results are distorted," Darley said. 
Three days after his arrest, Rutherford 

County sheriff deputies executed a search 
and seizure warrant on Davis' Christiana 
farm, where animal control officials found 
cats living in a trailer and in a barn sur- 
rounded by a fence. 

Darley said that 31 of the cats from the 
Christiana trailer and one of the cats from 
the condo in Murfreesboro had to be euth- 
anized due to poor health and stress. She 
said the 15 remaining cats are being treated 
for upper respiratory infections. 

"Four of them are still very sick, but the 
other 11 are doing OK," Darley said. She 
said the dog, a doberman named Misty, is in 
good condition. Veterinarian Traci Helton 
of Mobile Veterinary Services in Franklin 
County is treating the animals. Helton 
assisted in removing the cats from the 
Christiana farm. 

"Most of the cats couldn't be handled or 
treated," Helton said, "they were so stressed 
from captivity and lack of human contact. 
They were suffering at the trailer and they 
would have suffered at the shelter." 

Helton said that tests on the surviving 
cats were negative for feline leukemia and 
feline immune virus. 

"So hopefully they can be adopted out 
eventually,"   Helton    ^_i^^_<___^_ 
said. 

Darley said that 
she was unsure how 
many cats still 
remain at the farm. 

"You really can't 
even see them all," 
Darley said, "We 
have stepped on 
them hiding in the 
grass of the enclo- 
sure. It's like walking 
through a dove field; 
you never know 
what's going to pop 
out." 

The cats and the 
dog are being housed at the animal shelter 
until the court case is resolved. Darley said 
that Davis has not called to check on his 
pets in the last week and a half and has not 
been allowed to visit them at the shelter. 

"He did want us to send the cats we 

to 

"Most of the cats couldn't 
be handled or treated. They 
were so stressed from cap- 
tivity and lack of human 
contact. They were suffer- 
ing at the trailer and they 
would have suffered at the 
shelter." 

- Loreen Darley 
Rutherford County Animal 

Control Supervisor 

euthanized to a state lab to be tested 
determine why they died," Darley said. 

Davis and his late wife, Mary Reeves 
Davis, lived in east Nashville until 1996 
^^^_^^^_ when Mrs. Davis, the 

widow of the late coun- 
try music singer 
"Gentleman" Jim Reeves, 
was removed from the 
home by . Adult 
Protective Services and 
placed in a Murfreesboro 
nursing home. She died 
four years ago. 

Darley said that Davis 
told her that he and his 
wife had been trying to 
breed bob-tailed cats 
and that he continued to 
try to breed the cats. 
Helton confirmed that 
many of the cats did 

have short tails. 
Darley said that she hoped that the court 

will not return the animals to Davis. 
"We'd like him not to own any more ani- 

mals in the future," Darley said, "unless he 
gets them spayed or neutered." ♦ 

Crime: Presence important 
Continued from 3 

tax "The   county   took   a 
increase, the city didn't." 

Adkison said that increased 
vigilance among members of 
the community as well as main- 
taining police presence 
throughout the city have been 
the primary factors in keeping 
the crime rate relatively the 
same while the population is 
growing rapidly. 

"We find that people are 
much more willing to get 
involved [since Sept. 11, 2001]," 
he said. "They don't mind call- 
ing us and they don't mind giv- 
ing us information." 

He said that even something 
as simple as an officer stopping 
to eat at a restaurant can be a 
deterrent. 

"Police presence is a prime 
deterrent," he said. 

Murfreesboro Crime Trends 
2002 2003 

Homicide 0 2 
Rape 40 29 
Robbery 69 83 
Assault 1611 1495 
Burglary 470 471 
Larceny 2603 2598 
MVT 200 267 
Arson 7 1 1 
Total 5000 4956 

The seven part crime index is 
a uniform statistics system 
established by the FBI and the 
Justice Department. The MPD 
is mandated by federal law to 
submit statistics on homicide, 

rape, assault, robbery, burglary, 
larceny, motor vehicle theft and 
arson to the Justice Department 
each year. ♦ 

Loan: Rules in effect Feb. 12 
Continued from 3 

He declined to say what state 
rules and regulations he will 
change, but had said earlier that 
he would require individual 
brokers to register with the state 
and that mortgage broker com- 
panies would be held responsi- 
ble for the actions of individu- 
als. 

Tim Amos of the Tennessee 
Banking Association said he 
didn't see the new federal rules 
as a threat to the nation's dual 
banking system and said banks 
simply are trying to avoid the 
current patchwork of state reg- 
ulations. 

Sen. Larry Trail, D- 
Murfreesboro, asked where an 
elderly black woman with a 
ninth-grade education should 

turn for help after the federal 
rules take effect Feb. 12. 

There is a 1-800 number she 
could call, but she likely would- 
n't hear back, said Montrice 
Yakimov of the Conference of 
State Bank Supervisors, which 
opposes the federal regulations. 

Lavender said if his office 
learned of an unresolved com- 
plaint, it could use the power of 
the media and the bully pulpit 
of the governor's office but 
acknowledged he would have 
no legal recourse. 

Sen. Roy Herron, who 
chaired a committee that 
worked on legislation to protect 
people from such abuse, said "a 
lot of people are making for- 
tunes ripping people off. I'm 
deeply concerned all we've got 
is a pulpit. 

"As a former preacher, I 
know that sometimes you need 
a lawyer. ... You need laws the 
commissioner can enforce." 

Last week, New York's attor- 
ney general filed suit challeng- 
ing the federal regulations. 

The case involves a man who 
got a home loan that was paid 
off 25 years later, but the bank 
continued collecting his auto- 
matic payments - taking in 
nearly $10,000 before he real- 
ized what had happened. Then 
the bank threatened to foreclose 
on the property when he 
refused to pay any more. 

The loan had been sold sev- 
eral times until it was owned by 
a Texas subsidiary of Memphis- 
based First Tennessee Bank. ♦ 

Sidelines needs a crime reporter for Murfreesboro. 

If you have completed Reporting with a B or better, 
have experience at a student or professional newspaper, 

and are reliable, thorough and on time, 
apply at James Union Building 310 or call 898-5436. 
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From the Editorial Board 

Primary ahead, time 
to pay attention 

Few of us were in college in spring 2000, the last 
time a presidential primary rolled around. 
Consequently, this is one of the first opportunities 
many college students have to take part in this qua- 
drennially underappreciated civic duty. 

The powers that be in the Tennessee Democratic 
Party made a wonderful decision to move up our 
state's primary from the second Tuesday in March to 
the second Tuesday in February. With so many candi- 
dates still in the hunt for the Dems' nod, for the first 
time in a generation, Tennessean voters will have a rel- 
evant say in who will be the donkey's standard-bearer 
after the convention in August. 

It's a charge none of us should take lightly. If 
President Bush is to be soundly thumped come Nov. 2, 
the Democratic nominee must be one who can with- 
stand the intense national scrutiny (hopefully without 
releasing ridiculous, banshee-like screams of frustra- 
tion after political rallies, Howard Dean I. 

Whichever side of the aisle you support, it's worth- 
while for American democracy to witness an invigo- 
rating, issue-driven campaign this summer and fall. 

The Iowa Democratic caucus proved that, if noth- 
ing else, Dean is not going to win the Democratic 
nomination without a fight. Kerry and Edwards are 
also in the running for the highly-anticipated nod, 
and only time and primaries will tell who eventually 
gets to face off with Bush in November. 

Tennessee's Democratic primary is set for Feb. 10, 
which leaves our citizens approximately two weeks to 
enlighten themselves as to which candidate deserves 
the nomination and a chance to end George W. Bush's 
presidency. 

As we witnessed in 2000's controversial election, it's 
important that all eligible Americans vote. Mark your 
calendars for Nov. 2, and if you're not already regis- 
tered to vote, you must register at least 30 days before 
any election you wish to vote in. If you are unable to 
vote in the election, early voting is available 20 to five 
days before the election. 

On Feb. 10, Tennesseans will have a voice in which 
candidate gets the Democratic nod. Whichever candi- 
date you support, vote, be it on Nov. 2, early voting or 
absentee voting. 

The citizens of this state and country have a duty to 
fulfill, one that many take for granted. ♦ 

From the Opinions Editor 

Year of the Monkey 
Break out the cham- 

pagne, it's time to ring in 
the new year. 

The Chinese Lunar 
New Year, that is. 
According to the 
Chinese Calendar, today 
is the first day of 4701, 
the Year of the Monkey. 

The Chinese New 
Year has been celebrated 
since 2600 B.C., the 
longest and oldest tradi- 
tion of its kind. 

Now, thousands of 
years later, people across 
the world celebrate the 
long-standing tradition. 

Like the Classic 
Zodiac we're accus- 
tomed to, the Chinese 
Zodiac has 12 signs. 
F.lch sign is an animal. 
However, signs are deter- 
mined by the year in 
which one is born, not 
the time of year. 

Unlike the calendar 
system we use, the 
Chinese calendar does 
not have a leap day once 
every four years. Instead, 
a leap month is added. 

While this seems like 
an incredibly bizarre 
thing to do, it is quite 
convenient for anyone 
who gets paid monthly, 
though I imagine an 
extra month of bills bal- 
ances that out. 

Monkeys are, by 
nature, intelligent, gen- 
erous and successful. 

Still not convinced? 
George Lucas is a mon- 
key, as are Jimmy Page 
and Will Smith. 

Since 2004 is an elec- 
tion year, I can't help but 

Wendy Caldwell 
Opinions Editor 

wonder if the Chinese 
year is any indication of 
what's to come for the 
United States in 2004. 

With the race for the 
Democratic presidential 
nomination headlining 
newspapers lately, maybe 
it's time to admit defeat. 

The Democrats have 
strong candidates, but 
the surprising results 
from the Iowa caucus 
show the party isn't as 
united as the members 
think. 

If the Democrats 
want to win back the 
White House, and I'd 
love nothing more than 
to see that happen, they 
have to choose the 
strongest candidate, the 
one who can defeat our 
current fearless leader, 
who is currently focus- 
ing way too much atten- 
tion on the moon and 
Mars. 
. The Democrats do 
have a chance against 
George W. Bush, but it's 
going to take more than 
proper word pronuncia- 
tion and impeccable 
grammar - he's offering 
tax cuts. 

After all, it is the Year 
of the Monkey, and Bush 
bears a striking resem- 
blance to one. ♦ 

Edwards runs fair campaign 
When U.S. Sen. lohn Edwards 

began campaigning as a 
Democratic primary candidate for 
president, he wasn't considered a 
sure-win or even one of the main 
contenders. However, he contin- 
ues to have one main distinction 
that sets him apart from his fellow 
candidates: Edwards is playing the 
nice guy. Running what he calls an 
"upbeat campaign," Edwards seeks 
to revitalize Americans and bring 
new hope to the country, and 
American voters are listening. 

Edwards' second-place finish in 
the Iowa Democratic caucuses 
showed that voters preferred his 
message of hope. Voters are clear- 
ly responding to Edwards' positive 
focus versus the back-and-forth 
criticism of his fellow Democratic 
nomination seekers. 

"What I've been doing is I've 
been in people's homes, on Main 
Street, in cafes - not only talking 
but listening. Giving speeches does 
not teach you what the problems 
are that people are facing in their 

Wit and Wonder 

Callie Elizabeth Butler 

Staff Columnist 

lives," Edwards said on CNN's 
American Morning. 

Edwards has chosen instead to 
center his campaign on the good 
elements of American life while 
pledging to work hand-in-hand 
with Americans to create change. 
You won't hear Edwards highlight- 
ing the wrongdoings of his com- 
petition. That's not his idea of a 
successful campaign. 

"Not only does this message 
work with Democratic primary 
voters, with independents and 
caucus-goers, this is a message that 
will go across the country and 
across party lines," Edwards said. 

Criticizing    opponents    has 

always been a part of American 
presidential elections. Each candi- 
date always takes a minute or two 
to note certain wrongdoings - a 
bad vote here, a bad taxation deci- 
sion there - in an attempt to high- 
light his own abilities. Edwards 
has chosen to remain focused on 
his vision of change and the role of 
citizens within this vision. 

Iowa voters sent a message to 
politicians that, yes, they like what 
Edwards supports. With a war 
waging, terrorist threat seemingly 
around every corner and a roller 
coaster economy, voters seem to 
respond to a campaign that 
returns power to the hands of the 
people. 

"I know over the last couple of 
months there's been a lot of- both 
in debates and newspaper st'":es, 
to some extent in television adver- 
tising - there's been a lot of snip- 
ing and attacks from one 
Democratic presidential candidate 
to another," Edward said. "I have 
not been involved in that for a very 

simple reason: Because I believe 
this election is bigger than that; I 
think it's more important than 
that." 

But will this strategy get him 
into the main ring for the battle 
against George W. Bush? Will 
Edwards' speeches laced with 
phrases such as "together you and 
I" win him the nomination? Or 
will he be viewed as soft on the 
issues and lack serious considera- 
tion outside of Iowa? 

Edwards has proven to be a 
contender, and perhaps his words 
of hope will touch a country still 
carrying doubts and fears. His 
campaign marks change and inno- 
vation, both of which America 
could use more of in the White 
House and beyond. ♦ 

Callie Elizabeth Butler is a 
senior mass communications major 
and can be reached via e-mail at 
ceb2k@>mtsu.cdu. 

North Carolinian 
brings hope for Dems 

Could 2004 be the year 
of the Dark Horse? 

Iowa surprised every- 
one, and while jaws are 
gaping all over the left, no 
one needs to be , that 
shocked. 

Dean had been running 
his mouth and stamping 
his foot long enough, and 
Iowa called him on it. lohn 
Kerry had been running a 
tight campaign, and Iowa 
rewarded him for it. 

However, it's the second 
place position that catches 
my eye - John Edwards. 

I personally hadn't paid 
much attention to this 
candidate, but apparently 
Iowa saw something I did- 
n't in this man. 

Let's face it. It's going to 
take someone of great 
charisma and caliber to 
even begin to run a suc- 
cessful campaign against 
George W. Bush. Bush is 
popular, he's successful, 
and he's favored to win 
against anyone who 
remotely associates with 
the left. 

Perhaps Dean came 
across too bold. (I nomi- 
nate that sentence as the 
understatement of the 
year.) But Kerry just looks 
like he might not make it 
to lead the nation four 
years from now. 

Edwards appears ener- 
getic, young and excited. 
He brings a balanced cam- 
paign, one that doesn't 
outright point fingers at 
the Bush administration, 
but offers to change the 

nation with values even 
the right has a hard time 
competing against. 

As of now (and this 
view could change in two 
weeks), Edwards seems to 
be the only candidate who 
could possibly beat Bush. 
He can definitely out-talk 
the President, but then 
again, so could most of us. 

However, he seems to 
have experience in almost 
every area that will be 
attacked in the race for the 
White House. 

While he has been a 
senator, Edwards has sup- 
ported bills to help provide 
healthcare and fight ter- 
rorism. There go two of 
Bush's main platforms. 
Not only did Edwards give 
a speech about eliminating 
terrorism, he wrote the bill 
that helped make it hap- 
pen. 

Edwards and his wife 
have also opened an after- 
school learning lab in 
memory of their late son 
to address the learning 
needs of children. That 
just screams voter support. 

I'm not certain how I 
feel about this election yet, 
and I'm sure I'm not the 
only one. Too many 
Americans just don't know 

the Democrats who are 
running for the nomina- 
tion. 

Many Americans don't 
even know Bush's position, 
let alone those of the other 
candidates. 

Depending on your 
political affiliation, John 
Edwards could be your 
saving grace or your worst 
nightmare. He's the only 
one who can soundly 
defeat Bush in November. 

Why? No one expects it. 
He's the Democrat Lite 
candidate, and that's the 
only hope tor the 
Democratic Parly to retake 
the White House 

If you hate Bush, vote 
for Edwards in the 
Democratic primary. 

If you love Bush, regis- 
ter as a Democrat and vote 
for Dean. 

As a sidebar, I'd like to 
make a little pre-election 
prediction. lohn Kerry will 
probably get the nod to 
run, but Bush will win 
handily and finish out his 
eight years as President. 

However, 2008 promis- 
es to be the most exciting 
election year with a race 
between the familiar name 
of Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida 
and the familiar face of 
Sen. Hillary Clinton of 
New York. ♦ 

Alan Coulter ts a senior 
English inmor and can be 
reached via e-mail at 
ajc2h@mtsii.edu. 

bin v-Je'f* &u* »A -n*   I'll tVvf IIK 

S«urf+.}  OK,  iAMTMj]  ,.„. 

Middle Tennessee 
State University 

1301 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 8 

Murfreesboro.TN 37132 

Editorial: 898-2337 
Advertising: 898-2533 

Fax:904-8193 
www.mtsusidelines.com 

Editor in Chief 

Managing Editor 

News Editors 

Production Manager 

State and Local News Editor 

Opinions Editor- 

Features Editor 

. Sports Editor 

j Flash Editor 

Photo Editor 

Business Manager 

• Sidelines Adviser 

Ad Design Manager 

Patrick Chinnery* 

Amanda Maynord* 

Kristin Hall*. Lindsey Turner* 

Brandon Morrison 

Jason Cox* 

Wendy Caldwell* 

Erika Rodefer 

Jerry Wilkinson 

Joey Hood 

Micah Miller 

Jeri Lamb 

Wendell Rawls 

Meghanne Thompson 

Letters Policy 
Sidelines welcomes let- 
ters to the editor from 
all readers. Please e- 
mail letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and include 
your name and a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Sidelines will not publish anonymous let- 
ters. We reserve the right to edit for grammar, 
length and content. 

'denotes member of editorial board 

StdtHaes is the editorially independent, non-profit student-pro- 
duced newspaper of Middle Tennessee State University. 

Sidelines publishes Monday, Wednesday and Thursday during 

the fa8 and spring semesters and Wednesday during June and 
July. The opinions expressed herein are those of the individual 

writers and not necessarily of irfetoei or MTHJ. 

Bush's Mars goal 
not top priority 

Last week President 
George W. Bush 
announced he wants to 
have manned missions 
to the moon and Mars. 

The plan is to have 
men on the moon 
between 2015 and 2020. 
There is currently not a 
deadline for a human 
landing on Mars. 

Bush believes that 
the United States could 
use the moon as a 
launching pad for Mars 
missions in addition to 
further space explo- 
ration to expand the 
reach of humankind, 
according to a report by 
The Tennessean. 

Space and knowing 
what is outside of the 
Earth's atmosphere is 
intriguing to many peo- 
ple. I'd be dishonest if I 
said that it didn't make 
me wonder, but there is 
so much that needs to 
be done on Earth. 

The scientific dis- 
coveries that could be 
made are enough to 
make it exciting, not to 
mention the idea of 
knowing what is, or was 
once, out there. But is it 
worth the cost? 

There is currently a 
deficit. There is no way 
to know the amount it 
will cost to send people 
back to the moon and 
then to Mars. 

The cost will most 
likely be more than any- 
one could guess. 

When Ronald 
Reagan wanted a space 
station, the estimated 
budget was $8 billion, 
but in the end it cost 
between $30 and SI00 
billion, according to 
The Tennessean. 

Former President 
George Bush also want- 
ed to set up a station on 
the moon and go to 
Mars. That plan was 
forgotten after the esti- 
mated costs reached 
$400 billion, also 
according to The 
Tennessean. 

The   current   Bush 

Sandi's Logic 

Van Orden 
taffColumnist 

hasn't made a final cost 
estimate. With the 
expenses of previous 
space endeavors, we 
know the price will be 
high. There is no way to 
know how much it will 
cost and how affordable 
it will be until the pro- 
ject is finished. 

Can we afford to 
spend whatever it takes, 
and put everything else 
that needs to be done in 
the back seat? 

Think for just a 
minute. How many 
things can you think of 
that need to be 
improved right now? 
Education, healthcare 
and the environment 
are just a few. On top of 
everything that needs 
improvement, Bush has 
also committed money 
to rebuild Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Is it just me, or are 
the tax dollars being 
spread thin? 

The benefits from 
space missions could be 
limitless. There are 
many things that could 
be discovered and 
improved upon. 

A program this large 
and costly should be 
put on hold until the 
deficit is under control 
or, better yet, non-exis- 
tent. 

We cannot afford to 
continue to spend 
money that isn't there. 

There are too many 
other problems that 
need to be worked out 
before we return to the 
moon. ♦ 

Saudi Van Orden is a 
junior mass communica- 
tions major and can be 
reached via e-mail at 
slv2c@mtsu.edu. 

Taking a reporting class? 
Why not get some paid 

experience. 

(615)898-2336 
slnews@mtsu.edu 

We weren't kidding 
about the plasma thing. 
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MT Men's Basketball 
Next Game Jan. 22 

Blue Raiders 

at University of South Alabama 

Tip-off at 7 p.m. SPORTS 
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MT Women's Basketball 
Next Game Jan. 22 

South Alabama 

at Murphy Center 

Tip-off at 7 p.m. 

Murfreesboro.Tenn. 

MT tennis squads open seasons this week 
By Colby Sledge 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The Middle Tennessee men's and women's ten- 
nis teams resume play this week as they start their 
spring seasons in Murfreesboro. 

Both head coaches have high expectations for 
their squads, but neither want to put too much 
emphasis on the beginning of a four-month 
schedule. 

"Everybody had a pretty good fall, which 
means nobody really had a bad fall," MT women's 
head coach Randy Holden said in a telephone 
interview. "We confirmed a lot of our doubles 
teams." 

The fall season is primarily used as a tune-up 
for the spring season, when competition against 
specific schools takes place. Tournaments make 
up most of the spring season, allowing coaches to 
tinker with their lineups and judge how strong 

their team will be. 
Manon Kruse, a senior from Hamm, Germany, 

leads the Lady Raiders into her final season at MT. 
Kruse finished the 2002-2003 season with a 21-6 
singles record and became the first Lady Raider to 
attend the NCAA Singles and Doubles 
Championships in 2002 with former doubles 
partner Stacy Varnell. The duo returned to tour- 
nament in 2003 and fell in the first round. 

Kruse also qualified for the singles champi- 
onships in 2002 and 2003, losing in the first 
round both times. She finished 2002 ranked No. 
42 in the nation in singles and No. 19 in doubles, 
the highest such rankings in school history. 

"We're trying not to put too many expecta- 
tions on Manon [this spring]," Holden said."She's 
already done so much." 

Two other seniors join Kruse in finishing their 
collegiate careers this spring. Laura McNamara 
finished the fall with a 7-4 record in singles and 

an 8-3 record in doubles, including the Flight A 
doubles title with Jennifer Klaschka at the MT 
Fall Invitational. Carien Venter, Kruse's doubles 
partner this season, finished with a 6-3 singles 
record and a 7-3 doubles record this fall and 
advanced with Kruse to the semifinals of the ITA 
Regionals. 

The Lady Raiders will begin their 2004 season 
at home against Austin Peay State University 
Thursday. 

"We've handled them [APSU| easily in the 
past, but that doesn't mean anything this time," 
Holden said. "This obviously is our first match, 
and we're a little nervous too. It's our first time 
out, and tor a few of them it's their first match 
period." 

While the women's team can rely on its senior 
leadership, the men's team faces what many 
would consider a rebuilding season. Seniors 
Trevor Short and Kirk lackson lead a squad that 

could feature as many as four freshmen playing 
regularly. 

"This year I have at least nine players I could 
consider all being starters and not have much of a 
dropoff," MT men's head coach Dale Short said. 
"If I've got someone sick or injured, we've got 
enough depth now that there's not going to be a 
significant difference." 

The Blue Raiders' depth was tested in the fall 
when Trevor suffered a knee injury that plagued 
him throughout the season. Trevor still finished 
7-4 and is expected to play Saturday when the 
team faces Indiana University. 

lackson saw limited action in the fall, posting a 
4-5 record. He and Trevor posted six doubles vic- 
tories and will go into the season as the top dou- 
bles pair for MT. 

Although his squad may be young. Dale sees 

See Tennis, 7 

Winter 
X Games 
go live 

Sports commentary 

David Hunter 
Senior Staff 

Columnist 

It is about time that 
Winter X goes live and under 
the lights. 

For the first time in the 
eight-year history of the 
event, ESPN and ABC will 
have live coverage for each 
telecast fan. 24-Jan. 27 from 
Aspen, Colo. ESPN will have 
nightly coverage from 8-10 
pm. SportsCenter will be on- 
site Ian. 26 and Ian. 27. 

In the past, the coverage 
would be on tape delay a few 
days after the actual event 
happened. ESPN did a very 
good job of making WXG a 
not to miss sporting event. 
However, with most of the 
events being live and at 
night, I think the television 
viewers will see the excite- 
ment and the progression 
that WXG is aH about. 

There are four different 
sports that make up WXG: 
snowboarding, skiing, Moto 
X and snowmobile racing, 
with 14 different medal 
events and three non-medal 
ones. 

The Summer X Games 
are exciting, but I'm more of 
a WXG fan. Part of the rea- 
son is all the racing events 
that take place. There are 
seven in all, snowboarding X 
(men's and women's), skier 
X (men's and women's), 
ultracross, snocross and hill- 
cross. In Snowboarding and 
slder X, six competitors race 
down a course with bumps, 
tabletops and high-speed 
turns. Ultracross is a tag- 
team event with a skier and 
snowboarder in a two-man 
relay race on' the same 
course. 

One of my favorite WXG 
competitors, Shaun Palmer 
will be cooling out of retire- 
ment to race in both Skier 
and SnowBoarder X. Palmer 
is the all time leading WXG 
gold medallist, with six. 

My personal favorite is 
snocross, in which drivers 
race around a track with 
huge jumps and tight turns 
for a certain number of laps 
on high-powered and super 
fast snowmobiles. Blair 
Morgan will be trying for a 
four-peat in the event. 
Hilkross is also on snowmo- 
biles, but the first one up a 
hill wins. 

WXG is also known for 
the evolution of tricks. I have 
watched every WXG since 
the first one in 1997. The 
moves are more advance 
today than the ones per- 
formed at past WXGs. Some 
athletes to watch include 
Tanner HaE (skiing), Shaun 
White (snowboarding) and 
Nate Adams (moto X). Hall 
and White won two golds 
each at WXG VII last year. 

Some ladies to watch 
indude Tara Dakides, Kelly 
Clark (snowboarding) and 

See X Games, 8 

Blue Raiders hit road after first home loss 
By Katy Hamlett 
Staff Writer 

After Saturday's 76-73 loss to the 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock, the 
Blue Raiders will have to recovery quickly 
for the upcoming road games against Sun 
Belt Conference defensive powerhouses 
University of South Alabama and the 
University of New Orleans. 

USA leads the SBC Western Division 
with a 3-1 conference record, including a 
victory over defending conference cham- 
pion Western Kentucky L'niversity. USA 
senior forward Malerick Badden was 
named SBC Player of the Week after lead- 
ing his team to two conference road vic- 
tories, scoring a combined 33 points. USA 
also boasts two top 10 three-point shoot- 
ers in senior guard Chris Young and soph- 
omore forward Richard Law. 

"Right now South Alabama is proba- 
bly the hottest team in our league," MT 
head coach Kermit Davis said. "They play 
a real up-tempo offense and lead the con- 
ference in defense, but hopefully we'll be 
able to play in the open floor so we can 
make some threes and drive the ball." 

Still tasting the victories from road 
wins over University of Louisiana- 
Lafayette and New Mexico State, the 
Jaguars will undoubtedly be thirsty for 
more in front of their home crowd on 
Thursday night. 

Saturday the Raiders venture down to 
New Orleans on the brink of Mardi Gras. 
UNO's defense is ranked second in the 
Western Division largely due to two 
guards, senior Johnell Smith and fresh- 
man Bo McCalebb. McCalebb led the 
Privateers to victory against USA at 
UNO's first conference game of the sea- 
son three weeks ago in Mobile, Ala. 

Over the weekend UNO suffered an 
85-64 loss to the University of Louisiana- 
Lafayette. The Privateers face WKU 
Thursday before playing MT at Lakefront 
Arena. The Privateers' recovery from 
playing two divisional leaders will be a 
determining factor in how well the UNO 
defense can hold up against MT's offense 
this weekend. 

"Both of those teams are the top two 
teams in the Western Division, so we'll 
definitely have our hands full Thursday 
and Saturday," Davis said. "But we're pret- 
ty good at shooting too and we're fairly 
quick in transition." 

MT is tops in the Eastern Division in 
three-point shooting, due in part to sen- 
ior guard Tommy Gunn, who is currently 
third in scoring in the SBC. Junior guard 
Michael Cuffee scored a career-high 17 
points in Saturday's home loss to UALR, 
the first loss for the Blue Raiders in 
Murphy Center. 

Both games tip off at 7 p.m. The Blue 
Raiders will return home next week to 
face New Mexico State University on Jan. 
29.4 

Photo by Megan Vaughn | Staff Photographer 

MT guard Marcus Robinson drives around two ASU defenders in the 92-86 overtime victory Jan. 15. 

Women's team looks for first SBC win 
By David Hunter 
Senior Staff Writer 

The Lady Raider basketball team will be look- 
ing to bounce back in Sun Belt Conference action 
with two home games this week. 

Last week, Middle Tennessee (10-5, 0-2 SBC) 
dropped their first two SBC games of the season 
to Arkansas State University (69-62) and 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock (68-54). The 
losses put the Lady Raiders in last place in the 
SBC Eastern Division. 

MT has lost their first two SBC games in two 
of the past three seasons. 

On Thursday night, SBC West leader the 
University of South Alabama (14-1,3-0) will take 
a trip to the Murphy Center to face MT. The Lady 
Jaguars have received votes in both the Associated 
Press Poll and the ESPN/ USA Today poll. 

Last week, USA extended their winning streak 
to five with two narrow wins over conference foes 
and one blowout victory. On Jan. 12, the Lady 
Jaguars pulled out a 66-65 win over the 
University of New Orleans. On Jan. 15, USA had 
a three-point win over University of Lousiana- 

Lafayette, 57-54. USA finished the weekend with 
a 69-35 win against New Mexico State University. 

Freshman Whitney Woodard played .1 key role 
in both victories with 21 points and 15 rebounds 
in the win over UNO. It washer first double-dou- 
ble. Woodard almost had another one against 
ULL with 19 points and nine rebounds. Woodard 
finished the weekend with 15 points in 22 min- 
utes against NMSU, including 3 for 3 from down- 
town. 

The performances earned Woodard SBC 
Player of the Week. 

In last season's only meeting, L'SA defeated the 
Lady Raiders 72-58 Jan. 16. 

Besides hosting USA, the University of New 
Orleans (6-8,1-2) will be making the trip to 
Murfreesboro Saturday night. The Lady 
Privateers went 1-2 last week with their loss to 
USA Jan. 12. Then UNO picked up a 76-54 win 
over NMSU Jan. 15 and lost 68-49 to I'll Ian. 17. 

Right now, UNO is No. 5 in the SBC West. 
Both teams met twice last season with UNO 

winning   the   first   matchup   65-59   Jan.    18. 

See Women, 8 

Photo by Micah Miller  |  Photo Editor 
Lady Raider Patrice Holmes pulls up for the jumper 
against Alabama. MT beat the Tide Jan.8,65-61 OT. 
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Tennis: 
Season starts Freshman point guard contributing early 
Continued from 6 

the potential for greatness as 
early as this season. 

"I think we've got enough 
talent to be a top 30 team," he 
said. "But I don't know if we're 
quite seasoned yet. If we could 
come out and win four of our 
first five matches, we're on our 
way to being a top 25 team." 

As for IU, Dale expects a 
tight match, even though the 
final score may not indicate 
one. 

"Indiana is a solid team," he 
said. "They're very similar to 
most of the teams we're going 
to play this year. I know some of 
the kids they brought in, and 
they're good players. They're 
tough players who would play 
for us as well." 

Both the men's and women's 
matches will take place at the 
Racquet Club of Murfreesboro, 
where the teams will play their 
home matches during 
inclement weather. The 
women's matches against APSU 
begin Thursday at 7 p.m., and 
the men's matches against IU 
take place Saturday at noon. ♦ 

No Strange Photos This Time. 

Call in sports tips at 
898-2816 

By Jon Leffew 
Staff Writer 

The success of many college programs across 
the nation often depends on the contributions of 
freshmen. 

This is no different for the Middle Tennessee 
men's basketball team, as several newcomers have 
contributed to the program this year. 

One of these freshmen, Bryan Smithson, has 
skipped any time for freshman jitters and already 
made a huge impact on the team since his arrival 
in the fall. 

While playing younger guys would be a prob- 
lem in most situations, head coach Kermit Davis 
has embraced playing the talented freshmen on 
his team this season. 

"Right now, we are starting a freshman point 
guard in Bryan Smithson, as well as another fresh- 
man in Kyle Young," Davis stated. "Those guys are 
growing up and playing really well for us." 

"It's a lot different at first, being out on your 
own and everything," Smithson said. "But with 
the guys on this team, there is always someone 
there to help you out when you need it." 

While the camaraderie of the team is an aspect 
that Smithson appreciates, the decision to come to 
Middle Tennessee was due to other factors. 

"I was really impressed with Coach (Kermit) 
Davis and the rest of the coaching staff," Smithson 
said. 

"Also, I wanted to be able to play right away," 
Smithson emphatically said. "I was recruited by 
some ACC (Atlantic Coast Conference) teams and 
some Big 10 teams, but I knew I could come to 
MT and make an immediate impact." 

Starting at perhaps the most important position on 
the   floor  (point  guard)   for   most  of the  season, 

Photo by Micah Killer |  Photo Editor 

MT point guard Bryan Smithson has stood tall this year. 

Smithson has made a huge impact thus far. 
Hailing from North Cobb High School in Kennesaw, 

Ga, Smithson led Georgia's class 5-A in scoring as a 

senior, while also setting several school records, 
such as most points in a career and most points in 
a game. 

After averaging 23 points per game as a senior 
in high school, Smithson has had to adapt his 
game to suit the players around him at MT. With 
scorers like Tommy Gunn and Michael Cuffee, 
Smithson is expected to create opportunities for 
them rather than score himself on most occasions. 

This transition, for the most part, has been an 
easy one. * 

"Those guys have put their time in here (at 
MT), and I understand my role on the team," 
Smithson said. "I also know that playing with 
these guys will definitely benefit me in the future." 

Playing with these individuals has paid off so 
far this season, as Smithson is leading the Blue 
Raiders in assists with 4.7 per game, while also 
averaging 10.3 points per game and two steals per 
game. 

In addition to the changes made to his game, 
Smithson has also had to mature physically. 

"I think the biggest difference in high school 
and college is physically," the 5-foot 11-inch, 165 
pound Smithson said. "You have to work so much 
harder in the weight room while in college or it 
will show." 

While Smithson's future in basketball at MT 
appears to be a bright one, his life after college is 
yet to be determined. 

After planning to attend law school upon 
entering college, Smithson is now an undeclared 
major but hopes to major in business if a career in 
basketball does not present itself. 

Right now, this freshman's plans include con- 
tinuing a stellar first season as a Blue Raider, as well as 
leading the Blue Raiders to the Sun Belt title in 
March.♦ 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Sales 

Luxurious 1985 Lincoln 
Continental. Only 69,000 original 

miles! Only 2 owners! Power 
everything. Call 615-397-8356. 

2000 Toyota Corolla. Auto, AC. 
fm/cassette, cruise, power lock & 
window, overdrive. 49 K. 
Originally $9,000. Must sell to 
sttend Grad school. Asking 
$6,350. Call 615-332-8641 

'03 Honda Civic EX coupe. 4 K, 
pw, pd, sunroof, spoiler, alloy 
wheels, am/fm, CD. blk/blk. 
bought new .car. must sell. 
$15,700 obo. 931-607-9077. 

Leave message. 

Kurtzwell SP76 digital stage 
piano. $450 obo. 615-403-7002. 

PA system for sale. 300w Peavey 
xr600b Head & Two I50w 
Fender monitors, plus speaker 

cables and free microphone! 
Only $300 Call Daniel 615-545- 
8709 or email 
dogzlif2@hotmail.com 

Dodge Intrepid - 1996 Silver, V6, 
Auto 4dr, cass, pdl, ps, pw, 92K 
miles, clean in & out, good cond. 
$2500 obo - call 260-9088. 

For sale: GT Trick Bike; computer 
desk; Bass Guitar with amp; col- 

lege textbooks for gen-ed cours- 
es. Call 319-3071 

1966 Ford Mustang. Lots of new 

parts. Runs good. Good Body. 
Great for around town or as a 
hobby car. $5000 negotiable. Call 
Tim @ 615-397-6303 for more 

info. 

Kurtzweill SP76 Digital Stage 
Piano. $450 obo. 615-403-7002. 

Nice King size waterbed with 
Fluffo waterbed replacement 
mattress(no water). Also has 6 
drawers of storage under bed. 
$150. Call 615-300-3935. 

Microphone. AKG CI000S with 
hardshell case. $130. Call 556- 
0275. 

Formal Dresses - 3 available blue 
satin, silver spagetti strap and 
black sequence & beads, sizes 6-8 
$25-50 call 931-607-9077. 

Selmer Signet Tenor Saxophone, 
early 1970s model, new pads, 
excellent condition. Will consider 

all offers. Call (615) 904-2293. 

Couch excellent condition, older 
pattern. Entertainment center - 
solid wood (Black). Recliner 
excellent condition blue. Set of 

curtains to match all $150.00 
obo (will sell separately) Call 
April North 494-1783. 

Washer/Dryer - make offer 
HP Deskjet 3320 printer, new in 
box $20.00 (615) 631-2989. 

Services 

ATTORNEY 

Christine Barrett 
890-1300 

320 West Main St., Suite 121, 
Murfreesboro.TN 37130 

Visa/MasterCard Accepted 

Career 

Are you interested in earn- 
ing your PhD? Would you like 

to have your own personal 
research mentor? Would you like 
to recieve funding while con- 
ductig research? Are you interest- 
ed in preparation for graduate 
studies? If you answered yes to 

the above questions, please con- 
tact the MTSU McNair 
Scholars Program. The 
McNair Program is located in 
Midgett 103. Our staff would like 
to tell you more about our dis- 
tinguished program. Information 
may also be found at: 
http://www.mtsu.edu/--mcnair/ 

Internships 

Do you need to prepare 
for graduate school? To 
qualify, student has to be a 
low-income/first generation or 
underrepresented student 
with a desire to achieve earn- 
ing a PhD. Have a 2.8 GPA and 
60 earned credit hours by May 
2004. For more information, 
contact the MTSU McNair 
Scholars Program located 
in Midgett 103 or call 904- 
8462 for more information. 

Employment 

P/T help needed for student w/ 
at least 2 yrs designing web 

site/domains. Must have in- 
depth knowledge of EFT (PP), 
shopping carts , linking, Java, 

some script online stores, 
HTML placement, etc. About 
12-15 hrs/wk flexible work 
schedule. Call Brad at 
AIIAboutYou. 867-5077. 

Bartender Trainees Needed! 
#250 a day potential. Local posi- 
tions. 1800-293-3985 ext 305. 

Make Money taking Online 
Surveys 
Earn $I0-$I25 for Surveys. Earn 

$25-$250 for Focus Groups. 
Visit 
www.cash4students.com/tnmtsu 

Gary Force Acura has job open- 
ing for part-time receptionists 
to work at Cool Springs dealer- 
ship. Applicant must be positive 
and able to operate a 15 line 
telephone system with voice- 
mail.. Fridays 9AM to 7 PM and 
Saturday 8 AM to 6 PM.Contact 
Neal Jennings at 615-377-0500. 

Business opportunity: 
Independent Representatives 
needed to market local phone 

service, a $400 billion dollar 
industry, set your own hours, 
decide how much you want to 

make, be your own boss. Call 
Justin @ 904-2498. 

Looking for Full-part time night 

job. Super 8 in LaVergne. 1-24 Exit 

64 25 mins. from MTSU is now 
hiring for front desk associate. 
Hours are 11 pm - 7 am. Great 

pay and excellent benefits. Please 
apply in person!! Now hiring 

immediately!! 

Law Office needs part-time 

help. Send resume to: 
jef2f@mtsu.edu 

Opportunities 

LOCAL BANDS Murfreesboro 
Official Music Website is seeking 
jazz bands. All other bands are 
welcome to post their calenders 
for free advertisement of shows. 

Contact Shane Leach. Email 
boronighdife@bellsouth.net 
Http^/clikto/bnl 

Finish your holiday gift shopping! 

Mary Kay Clearance sale. Nov. 
19.20.21.Call 319-3072 

Fraternities-Sororities- 
Clubs-Student groups. Earn 
$IO0O-$2OOO this semester with 
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 
hour fundraising event Our 
free programs make 
fundraising easy with no 
risks. Fundraising dates are filling 
quickly, so get with the program! 

It works. Contact Campus 
Fundraiser at (888) 923-3238. or 
visit www.campusfundraiser.com 

Business Opportunity: 
Independent Representatives 
needed to market local phone 

service, a $400 billion dollar 
industry, set your own hours, 
decide how much you want to 
make, be your own boss. Call 

Justine @904-2498 

For more info, call 898-4684. 
Want that dream vacation, dream 
car, dream house or dream bank 
account? You can have it! Visit 

www.globalsuccess2000.com/fina 
nciallyset to get you on the right 
path. 

Need to lose weight? Gain 
weight? Have more energy? I- 
800-595-9240. 

Roommate 

A Large 2-story House. 3 miles 
from campus, welcomes 2-3 
female MTSU students for Spring 

2004. $275/month + share utili- 

ties. $300 security deposit Call 
898-2005 for an appointment. 

Roomate needed. Condo next to 
campus. $250/month, plus 1/3 
utilities and cable. Call John 542- 
3295. 

Female looking for mature female 

roomate. No pets, smoking, chil- 
dren. Rent $350 + 1/2 utilities. 
Carrington Hills in Franklin off I- 
65. Have own Bedroom, bath, and 

walk-in closet Gated facility/ 
security alarm, pool, gym, tennis 
court Please email Srigsby@ 
Jnlcom.com. Write apartment as 
the subject line. 

Need   2   Roomates.  $325   by 

house, 4 BR. 907-0767. 

Need 2 female roommates to 
share 4 bedroom home 5 miles 

from Sam's. Non-smokers 

$350/mo.call 849-8277. 

I female roommate needed, non- 
smoker preferred, to share 4 Br 2 
BA spacious house across from 
Murphy center. Available ASAP! 

$0 deposit $225/month includes 
electricity and water. If interested, 
call maritza @ 390-8693. 

Roommate needed to share 2 
bedroom apt on Ewing Blvd., 

within walking distance to cam- 
pus. Rent is $350 + utilities. W/D, 
dishwasher, personal bathroom 

included in apt. Roommate need- 
ed soon so call today. Call Rick at 
(615)896-7321. 

Pets 

Ball Python-year and half old.Tank 

and lights included. $200 obo 
OH 556-0407. 

For Rent 

Brand New 3 BR 2 BA, I car 
garage, in Eastwood Subdivision. 
All the appliances including wash- 
er & dryer. $900 plus deposit 
931-510-5901. 

Walking Horse breeding farm 
between Murfreesboro and 
Levanon. Seeking part-time 
employment. Duties include 

feeding, watering, cleaning stables, 
and help breeding. Apartment 
and utilities included. Call 
Lockhart farms 286-4148. 

Rooms available for rent in a 
Large Farmhouse set on a 450- 
acre farm, with quick and con- 
venient access to all of 

Murfreesboro. Come enjoy a 
house with real fireplaces and 10 
ft tall ceilings. This 4 BR house 
needs two additional roomates 

to reside on the second floor 
Rent is set at a fixed rate of $290/ 
month, which includes water and 
electricity. Free rent for the cur- 
rent month of Jan. with payment 
of refundable deposit This is a 

great house just waiting for you 
to make it our houme. Call for 
more info. Adam Wallace 615- 

397-8243. 

Two or Three BR homes avail, 

near MTSU Campus. Call Wood 
Realit 213-1847. 

Duplex-Historic area-Beautiful I 
BR, CH/A, Hardwood floors, high 

ceilings, $450 per month and 
deposit Utilities and appliances 
included. No Pets. 895-0075. 

Woodbury duplex 15 min. to 
MTSU-Downtown-Quiet neigh- 
borhood-Lovely 2 BR, CH/A, util- 
ity room, hardwood floor, deck. 
$500 per month and deposit 
appliances included. No Pets 895- 

0075. 

For rent- Brand new duplex 120- 

B Fairfax Drive. $850 per mo. 3 

BR 2 BA available immediately. 
Call 335-2869 and leave message. 

Pre-Leasing now for Fall 2004 
4 bedrooms starting at $300.00 

month per person 
All-inclusive utilities!! 
University Courtyard Apartments 
1540 New Lascassas Hwy. 
615-907-0600 

Brand new zero lot line for rent 
3br 2bt $800mo. $500 dep. 120- 
B Fairfax (near VA hosp.) call 
335-2869 & lv msg. 

Available today 3 BR 2 BA Brand 
new house, for rent. $875 
monthly, deposit same. Fenced 
back yard, outdoor pets wel- 

come. Please call 238-4045. 

2 BR 1.5 BA duplex. Near 1-24. 
All appl.. vaulted ceilings, garage, 
lawn care, garden tub, laundrey 
room. Pets okay. $880/month. 

Call 907-8060,423-6272. 

Subleasing 

I female subleaser needed by 
Jan. Will pay Jan. rent. Getting 

married. Have to move Three 
great roomates. 4BR 4 BA @ 
Raiders Crossing. Call Laura 

@ 9044125. 

First month rent free! Female 
Subleaser needed for a 4 BR 2 

BA apt. at University 

Courtyard. One great roo- 
mate. Rent is $345/ month, 
includes utilities. I will pay 

your I st month's rent. Call 

Cassandra at 708-1190. 

Furnished apartment at 
Sterling Gables. $500 Cash to 
take over 9 month lease. 
$425/ month-including all util- 
ities paid. Female only. Located 
close to MTSU. Free internet- 

shuttle-other amenities. 
Available immediately. Call 
931-212-0987 or 615-653- 
3133. 

Three people wanted to sub- 

lease 4 BR/2BA apartment. 
Only $330 a month.utilities 
included. Sterling Gables, 
located accross from the new 
Walmart. 24/7 workout room, 

computer lab and hot tub. 
Free tanning booth and shuttle 
bus to and from MTSU. CALL 
931-260-7076. 

3 Roomates needed to take lease 
over at Sterling Gables. 
$335/month. Pool view! Call 497- 
0968. 

Female needed to take over lease 
in Sterling University Gables. 
ASAP! 4br/2ba $330/mo. Utilities 
included. Great clean roomates - 
no deposit' call (865) 384-5030 
for more info. 

Female subleaser needed for an 
apt at The Woods of Greenland 
ASAP!! You can move in when- 
ever you want There is one bed- 

room available in a 3 bd/3ba apt 
I will offer a reduced rate of 
$400/mo instead of $425. The 

Woods offer a pool, hot tub, tan- 

ning bed & a game room. Please 

call Jenna at 351 -8863 for into. 

FREE BEER and I st months rent 
to immediate subleaser!! 

Washer/dryer, all utilities includ- 
ed, pool, gym, I n mile from cam- 

pus. Own bedroom - $365/mo. 
Female please. Contact Kate 
337-3749. 

Lost and Found 

Lost Ring. Lost 1968 class 
ring from David Lipscomb 
College in or near KOM on 
Tuesday, November 4. Return 
ring to Carl Conway for 
reward. Call 898-5708 or 
email crconway@mtsu.edu. 

Musicians Wanted 

ATTENTION BANDS! Want to 
play Betastock 2003? BetaTheta 
Pi is hosting this rock concert 

charity event to benefit the 
MTSU Day Care. We are looking 
for 4-5 bands to play this event 
on October 30,2003. For more 

information, contact Paul ac 
494-8663, 
musicman4life68@yahoo.com 

Spring Break 

#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, & Florida! Best par- 
ties, best hotels, best prices! 
Space is limited! Book now & 

save! 1-800-234-007 
www.endlesssummertours.co 
m 

Panama City Beach, Fl 

**SPRING BREAK** 
Bookearly and save $$! 

world's longest Keg Party-Free 
beer all week!! Live band & 

DJ, Wet T-shirt, Hard Body & 
Venus Swimear contest. Suites 
up to 12 people, 3 pools, huge 
beachfront hot tub, lazy river 
ride, water slide, jet skis, para- 
sail. Sandpiper-Beacon Beach 

Resort 
800-488-8828 

www.sandpiperbeacon.com 

Policies 

Sidelines will be responsible only 

for the first incorrect insertion of 
any classified advertisement. No 
refunds will be made for partial 
cancellations. Sidelines reserves 
the right to refuse any advertise- 
ment it deems objectionable for 
any reason. Classifieds will only 
be accepted on a prepaid basis. 
Ads may be placed in the Sidelines 
office in James Union Building, 
Room 310, or faxed to (615) 904- 
8193. For more information call 
(615) 904-8154. Ads are not 
accepted over the phone. Ads 
are free for students and faculty. 



Winter X: 
Live this year 
Continued from 6 

Sarah Burke (skiing). Aleisha 
Cline has won three golds in 
Skier X. 

Coverage      begins      this 
Saturday at noon on ABC. ♦ 

Women: Lost two straight 
Continued from 6 

However, the Lady Raiders got 
revenge with a 69-55 win in the 
quarterfinals ot the SBC tour- 
nament. 

The Lady Raiders have a tal- 
ented freshman ot their own in 
Krvstle Horton. Horton had her 

fourth double-double of the 
year with 14 points and 10 
rebounds in the loss to UALR. 

Tipoff is for 7 p.m. on 
Thursday night, while 
Saturday's game starts at 2 p.m. 
Both games are at the Murphy 
Center. ♦ 

.""*> 
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BOOKSTORE 

2004 
STUDENT CASH GIVEAWAY 
COME EXPERIENCE THE MURPHY MAGIC AND 

GIVE YOURSELF A SHOT AT UP TO $4,400! 

Evetytime you conic to any men's of women's game and have 
your valid I.D. scanned, your name 

will lx" entered in the cash drum. 

A name will be draw at every men's and women's game and 
that student will have five minutes to come forward. If that 

student is not present, the ix>t will increase by S200. 

One luck)' student won $400 at the 
Lady Raiders VS. Alabama C lame! 

LADY RAIDERS VS. SOUTH ALABAMA 
THURSDAY, JAN 22, 2004 

LADY RAIDERS VS.NEW ORLEANS 
THURSDAY, JAN 24, 2004 

BE PROUD! 

BE LOUD! 

BE BLUE! 

Music From Japan Festival 2004 

Experience the haunting music of the Ainu 
--the minority indigenous people of northern Japan- 

through the stringed instrument, tonkori, and traditional vocal melodies. 

^usic of the Ajfic,. 
^1 vsrith Ma Revvr^ 

7:00 p.m., February 10, Tuesday, 2004 
Wright Music Hall, MTSU 

Sponsored by the Japan-US Program 
and the Student Programming (Concerts and Fine Arts), MTSU 

Assisted by the MTSU School of Music 
Supported by Bridgestone/Firestone and Toshiba 

FREE tickets, for information contact the Japan-U.S. Program of MTSU 
Phone:(615)898-2229 Fax: (615)898-5164 

E-mail: japanfa mtsu.edu 

NEED MONEY? 
WANT EXPERIENCE? 

The MTSU Career Center presents... 

SUMMER JOBS/INTERNSHIPS FAIR 
CORRECTED DATE 

Wednesday, January 29th 

II a.m.- 3 p.m. 

James Union Building, Tennessee Room 

Many different employers will be present to 

discuss internships and employment 

opportunities with students! 

For more information call 898-2500 

or visit our website at 

www.mtsu.edu/~career/summerfair.htm 

Body 

language 

Tattoo & 

Piercing 

-to 2 - 5 
W. florthfield Blod. 

'Ilt'xt to (lie Rooking ffgrse 

From the director of LEGALLY BLONDE 

KateBosworfh   TopherGrace   JoshDuhamel 
In every love story, there's only room 

for one leading man. 

Public   Tickc 

$7 

TUCKER   T H E A T E R - 8 : 0 0P.M. 
Tickets   available   at   door 

Sponsored   by   Campus   Crusade   for   Christ 

WITH 

TAD HAMILTON f 
DREAMWORKS PICTURES Firas A RSHER/WICK PROOIM 

A ROBBIT LUKEDC RLM "WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON!" KATE BOSWORTH TOPHERGRACE 
JOSH DUHAMEL WITH SEAN HAYES AW NATHAN LANE »£g LAURA WASSERMAN AND DARREN HIGMAN 
^ BJWARD SHEARMUR .^^ WILLIAM S. BEASLEY GAIL LYONPfioouc^ DOUGLAS WICK AND LUCY RSHER 

■I VICTOR LEVIN "TdOHIl LUKETTC «■■■ BW«a 

www.winadalewirtitadhamtltoncDm    t r   ™-Tn„^S^i 

Coming soon to theatres everywhere 
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