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Campus Briefs 

Library receives gift 

The Blue Raider Athletic 
Association and Lightning's 
Locker Room have teamed 
with Phillips Bookstore to give 
a $7,500 gift to the University 
Library. 

Library Dean Don Craig 
was very appreciative and said 
the gift would be used to fund 
a group study room on the 
first floor. 

The remainder will be 
placed in an endowment 
account with the MTSU 
Foundation. 

NASA calls aerospace 
department impressive 

Sam Armstrong, the No. 2 
official at NASA, called 
MTSU's aerospace program 
"impressive" after visiting 
MTSU July 13. 

Armstrong said that MTSU 
has "excellent classroom facili- 
ties" and "MTSU knows the 
way." He also complimented 
the earth science and biology 
programs. Juh/'s visit the latest 
in a series of efforts to establish 
partnerships between MTSU 
and NASA. 

Cummings Scholarship 
established 

MTSU's Martin Chair of 
Insurance is establishing the 
Cummings Excellence In 
Insurance Scholarship. 

The scholarship will be 
named in honor of Clarksville 
businessman David 
Cummings, executive vice 
president of Mann, Smith and 
Cummings Insurance Agency. 

Cummings said he hopes 
more students are drawn to 
MTSU's insurance program in 
order for a new generation to 
choose insurance as a career. 

New military science 

chair selected 

U.S. Army Lt. Col. Todd 
Overby has signed on as chair 
of the military science depart- 
ment and ROTC program. 

Overby hopes to continue 
the success of his predecessor, 
Lt. Col. Mark Ferrell, who left 
the department in June. 

Last December, MTSU's 
Army ROTC was ranked No. 1 
in the nation. 

Raider Rally held today 
in KUC Courtyard 

The season's first Raider 
Rally will be held in the 
Keathley University Center 
Courtyard today at 5 p.m. 

Attendees can get in the 
spirit for the MTSU vs. 
Vanderbilt football game and 
see the Grammy Award-win- 
ning Baha Men. 

For more information, con- 
tact the Office of Student 
Development at 898-2454. 

Stones River presents 
battlefield bike tour 

Stones River National 
Battlefield will present "A Ride 
Through History," a guided 
tour of the battlefield 
Saturday. 

Participants will meet with 
their bikes at 4:45 p.m. The 
ride will last approximately 
two hours. For more informa- 
tion and reservations, call 893- 
9501. 

MTSU faces parking woes 
By Lindsey Turner and 
Patrick Chinnery 
News Editor and Opinions 
Editor 

Despite ,i barrage ol com- 
plaints aboul parkins;, the 
Student Government 
Association insists this yeai s 
parking situation is no worse 
than in years past. 

According to lamie Burn'-. 
SGA vice president, her office 
has received an unusual amount 
of complaints about parking. 

"We've  received  num< 
complaints," Burns said. 

Christie  Bishop,  tin 
attorney general, feels th.it stu- 
dents   ma)    he   exaggerating 
parking problems 

"[Parking; is not worse, she 
said. "I think people were using 
the few dosed lots .is an excuse." 

Bishop said students should 
come to campus earlier to 
search tor a space and look in 
more than one lot. 

A lot of people. Bishop said. 

simply search in one lot lor a 
space, without considering 
searching in other lots. 

"Once people start getting 
accustomed to where the) will 
park, I have a feeling a lot ol it 
will clear up," Bishop said. 

Main student- disagree. 
Brandon McGowan, a 

junior, savs he believes parking 
is worse this year than it was last 
year. 

It   wasn't   a   good   idea   to 
Jose down two parking areas 
the    first    day    ol    schoi 
Met powan  said.   I le believi 
parking garage would help .ilk 
viate parking problems. 

some students sav othei 
ways the university could 
improve the situation include 
encouraging carpooling, limit 
ing freshmen parking ami 
allowing drivers to park in the 
grass. 

Some students feel the most 
stressful part of the parking 
process is not having to walk 
long distances to and from their 

cars, but actually trying to find a 
spot open anywhere. 

"1 would be more than will- 
ing to park tar away," said 
(Caroline I )eslaurier.s, a junior in 
the (College ol Education. 

"Today I started off as far as I 
could possibly be on campus to 
try to find a spot and had to 
come inside campus and make 
my vvav outside again, and final- 
lv I just parked off campus," she 
said. 

I onnie Hagberg, director of 
Parking Services, said she has 
not received an) more com- 
plaints this year than in pro i 
(His V 

While parking is always con- 
inner-campus areas, 

Hagberg said, spaces are usiiallv 
available in the outskirts of the 
campus specifically    the 
lennessee Livestock (enter lot 
anil in the new gravel lot adia 
cent to < ireek Row. 

We don t otter convenient 
parking, but we do have ample 
parking," Hagberg said. 

On a different note... 

Photo by Matthew H Starling |  Photo Editor 

Jeremy Graham belts a few notes on his tenor saxophone at band practice 
Aug. 20. 

The Band of Blue, directed by Associate 
Director of Bands Terry Jolley, has more 
than 350 members this year. This makes 
this year's band the largest in school history, 
the largest college marching band in the 
state and fifth largest in the country. 

The band's first major performance will 
be>at the football game Thursday against 

Vanderbilt . when' they will perform Boogie 
Nights, Lady Marmalade, He) Miekey and 
We re Not Gonna Take It. 

Over the course of the football seas 
the   band   will   perform   several   shows 
including a patriotic veterans salute and a 
show   entirely  written   and  directed   bv 
M I Si' musk education majors. ♦ 

Former MTSU cop pleads 
guilty, will get five years 
By Jason Cox 
Assistant News Editor 

A former MTSU police offi- 
cer pleaded guilty to four sex 
offenses in Rutherford Circuit 
Court on Monday. 

Michael Young, who worked 
as a school resource officer at 
Barfield Elementary School at 
the time of the alleged offenses, 
faced 39 charges. They ranged 
from purchasing alcohol for 
minors  to  aggravated   sexual 

exploitation of a minor. 
A plea bargain avoided a trial 

in the two-year-old case. He 
could lace five years in tail. 

According to The Daily News 
journal, the plea bargain includ- 
ed sentences of live wars in jail 
on the counts of sexual battery 
by an authority figure ,\u^\ two 
years for the counts ol statutory 
rape. The sentences will be 
served concurrently. 

Since it's Young's fust felony 
conviction,  be  is eligible  for 

Photo by Matthew H. Starling | Photo Editor 
Students wait in line to get their parking permits at 

Parking Services on the first day of classes. 

Since Lot 49 on Champion 
Way I formerly (i Street) opened 
Monday, there is only one lot 
completel) closed lor construc- 
tion on campus. The white-per- 
mit lot, near the Midgett 
Business Building and Voorhees 
Industrial  Studies  ( omplex,  is 

being paved and will be com- 
pleted by the end of this week. 

Sometime in September, the 
lot will be closed again tor more 
work. 

"The concrete industry man- 

See Parking, 2 

Cheerleaders go, 
fight, win contest 

By Amber Bryant 
Staff Writer 

The MTSU cheerleading 
squad traveled to last 
Tennessee State University Aug. 
2-4 to compete in the 2001 
Universal Cheerleading 
Association    College    Spirit 

( amp. 
I he vaisitv squad went up 

against is other universities 
from across the country and 
came home with lour trophies. 
The team consisting ol six 
men and six women placed 
first in the Sideline category, 
which tests the squad's ability 
to maximize crowd involve- 
ment. 

They placed second in both 
the Fight Song and Cheer com 
petitions. In the Fight Song cat 
egory, the squad had to .\M 
their own flair to assigned 
songs. In the ( beer category, 
performing stunts played an 
important role in winning an 
award. 

I he goal tor each division 
was to include bask skills into a 
unique routine to be evaluated 
by a panel ol 10 judges, all 
members ol the UCA statt. 

The college mascots held 
their own competition, in 
which MTSU won the award 
for Most Improved. 

The squad prepared tor the 
camp with all-day practice ses- 
sions, held more frequently as 
camp drew closer. These were 
in addition to the regular 
weight training schedule to 
which the squad adheres 

But the work didn't end 
there. The camp schedule called 
lor days beginning at 0:45 a.m. 
with practice and instructional 
classes until 10 p.m., with few 
breaks in between. 

"Most people don't realize 
how much work is put into 
these competitions," said Cene 
Hkh, associate dean of Student 
Life. 

The squad's next goal is the 
I ( A National Cheerleading 
Competition held in January. 

The training schedule begins 
in September, and will continue 
until the event takes place, even 
over (hristmas break. 

fitch has confidence that 
the team will be successful. 

"You won't find a bunch 
that's more motivated," he 
said.+ 

Rape information line 
available on campus 

release alter serving 30 percent 
of the live-year sentence. He 
must register as a sex offender, 
undergo treatment and be on 
community supervision lor life. 

The convictions were based 
on allegations that Young- then 
an employee of the Rutherford 
County Sheriff's Office - had 
lured two girls, one 13 and one 
14, to his Murfreesboro apart- 
ment where he offered them 

See Police. 2 

By Allison Gilliam 
Staff Writer 

One call is all it takes lor 
someone who has been sexually- 
assaulted to get help, thanks to 
the MTSU automated Rape 
Information Line created by the 
lime Anderson Women's 
( enter. 

Operating 24 hours a day. 
seven days a week, the hotline 
consists of a menu of recorded 
information available to sexual 
assault victims or those who 
may call on a victim's behalf. Bv 
dialing K9K-IAWV (5292 
callers can access names and 
numbers ol related campus and 
community services and what 
to expect from each ot these 
contacts, as well the option to 
be   directlv    transferred    to 

Campus 1'olice, Health Services, 
the |AWC or others. Phone 
numbers tor campus religious 
organizations and off-campus 
services such as the Rutherford 
County ( risis learn also are 
provided. 

Over SO percent of campus 
rapes go unreported. according 
to the Department of Justice. 

( andace Rosovsky, director 
of the |AWC, cites several rea- 
sons for this problem. 

"Many victims fear they 
won't be believed, or that others 
will judge them.'' she said, 
adding that rape victims also 
mav be afraid ol going through 
medical examinations or the 
humiliation of having to 
describe the attack to authori- 

See Hotline, 2 
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Funeral-related videos not morbid topic to professor 
By Laura Bello 
The Vista (U. Central Oklahoma) 

(U-WIRF.) EDMOND, Okla. - One 
professor at the University of Central 
Oklahoma has reason to pay special 
attention when the credits roll at the 
end of some cable shows. He's not 
looking for a producer's names, but for 
his own. 

Dr. Gary Sokoll, professor of funer- 
al services has produced videos for 
eight years to use in his classes. The 
video footage contains embalming 
demonstrations, restoration tech- 
niques, and cosmetic application. 
Sokoll has produced approximately 35 
videos. 

Sokoll received his degree in 
Funeral Services from UCO in 1980 
and has taught here for 16 years. 

In the past few years he has been 
approached by companies in the 
United States and (apan that have 
requested use of his footage. 

"I produce, shoot, edit and create 
the graphics and animations," Sokoll 
said. The television special "Buried 
Alive: Secrets Below" aired on the 
Discovery Channel lanuary 1999. The 
piece investigated if people were buried 
alive and Sokoll's embalming demon- 
stration lasted 15-20 seconds. 

His work also crossed the seas to 
Japan. Idea Network, a Japanese pro- 
duction company requested video pre- 

sentations on embalming that aired on 
Japanese television in 1999. According 
to Sokoll embalming is gaining popu- 
larity over cremation in Japan. 

Two works are in progress. The 
Discovery Channel will present "The 
Mummy Road Show," which will com- 
pare mummification with current 
methods in America. It will air this fall 
or early next spring. 

The History Channel recently 
requested footage on embalming for a 
show it is doing concerning the 
embalming of Vladimir Lenin, former 
Soviet prime minister. 

Sokoll began producing videos in 
1993. Originally he intended to make 
videos to be used at schools and for 

mortuary service instruction. Many of 
his videos are used .it I ( (). 

He had four embalming videos 
available when the Dodge Company. 
the largest supplier in the world of 
embalming chemicals, cosmetics and 
instruments suggested that they make 
the videos available for educational 
purposes, Sokoll said. 

"They found out about my 
embalming videos and recruited me to 
produce videos on embalming, 
restoration techniques and cosmetic 
application," Sokoll said. His videos 
have been distributed to Australia, 
Canada, Japan, New /(.aland, and 
schools in the United States. His 
footage is popular because not main 

people produce these types of videos. 
"I think they called me because not 

much footage exists. 
There is not a large need for video, 

but with the information age we live in, 
video is a great format to show 
embalming for educational purposes," 
Sokoll said. 

He worked alongside fellow UCO 
graduate Kevin Davis, now director of 
the funeral services department at St. 
Petersburg Junior College in Florida, 
producing many of the instructional 
videos. 

Besides producing the videos, 
Sokoll also published a book, "The Art 
of Facial Reconstruction," used at 
UCO and other schools.. ♦ 

Parking: Students say lengthy search for spot causes stress    Hotline: Line helps victims 
Continued from I 

agement is donating some labor 
and concrete, and they're going 
to concrete some of that lot," 
I lagberg said. 

There are, however, between 
20 and 30 spaces unavailable in 
the paved lot across from the 
gravel lot near the Recreation 
Center. 

Those spaces will be unavail- 
able until construction in that 
area is complete. 

MTSU is no longer leasing 
the Middle Tennessee Baptist 
Church lot. Reportedly, the uni- 
versity offered much less money 
to lease the Baptist Church lot 
than in previous years, and an 
agreement was not met. 

To compensate for the 
approximately 200 lost spaces, 
the university purchased the 
former Woodfins Funeral 
Home lot and will convert it 
into a student parking lot. 

This year. Parking Services 
issued red permits to residents 
of Scarlett Commons apart- 
ments, purple permits to resi- 
dents of Womack Lane apart- 
ments and Gold permits to res- 
idents of Greek Row. 

Out of 10,204 MTSU park- 
ing spaces, there are 7,291 green 
spaces; 957 red, gold and purple 
spaces; 1,543 white spaces; 218 
handicapped spaces; 55 motor- 
cycle spaces; 60 reserved spaces 
for MTSU vehicles; and 80 
metered spaces. 

There have been 17,060 per- 
mits issued so far in the semes- 
ter - 2,350 white, 255 handi- 
capped, 13,772 green, 226 pur- 
ple, 303 red and 154 gold. ♦ 

IMO 
MTSU 

PARKING 
VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED AT 

OWNERS EXPENSE 

Photo by Matthew H. Starling |   Photo Editor 

MTSU will not lease the Middle Tennessee Baptist Church lot this semester. 

Police: Former cop will serve five years for sexual assault 
Continued from I 

alcohol and marijuana, promis- 
ing to show them pornographic 
films. Young still faces charges 
relating to a third victim. 

Young, who graduated from 
MTSU in 1994 with degrees in 
political science and psycholo- 
gy, was employed by the univer- 
sity as a police officer for four 

years. He received many posi- 
tive evaluations, was active in 
various charity events and was 
named the 1996 MTSU Officer 
of the Year. 

Young resigned from the 
MTSU police department in 
1998 in the aftermath of an 
accident in his private vehicle in 
late 1997. He was subsequently 
charged with driving under the 
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influence and reckless driving, 
and was convicted of the sec- 
ond charge. He resigned short- 
ly thereafter, citing that he felt 
his reputation had been 
"irreparably damaged" by the 
accident and the resulting con- 
viction. 

Young was terminated by 
the Rutherford County 
Sheriff's Office in August 2(100 
for "violations of department 
policy and conduct unbecom- 
ing to an officer," according to 
Captain Bill Kennedy of the 
RCSO. Kennedy added that 
Young's termination was not 
necessarily related to the 
charges. 

He was subsequently hired 
by Knnessee State University's 
police department 

TSU Police Chiel \n 
I awson said that no charges 
had been tiled against Young at 
the time that he had been hired 
and that "he came to us with a 
clean record." 

Young worked as a TSU 
patrol officer until he was 
arrested in October. At that 
time, Lawson said, "when he 
[was] arrested ... he sent us a 
letter ot resignation." 

( lavton will formally sen- 
tence Young at a hearing Nov. 
21.4 
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ties. Younger victims may be 
afraid of their parents finding 
out. A victim may even be 
reluctant to report the rape 
because he or she doesn't want 
the attacker to get into trouble. 

"When you add in the use of 
date-rape drugs, the victim's 
fear is even higher," Rosovsky 
said, explaining that a victim 
could wake after having been 
drugged and have the sense that 
she was raped, but not vividly 
recall the attack. 

"Date-rape drugs," such as 
Rohypnol and CiHB, are rising 
in usage across the country, 
showing up everywhere from 
dance cluhs to fraternity par- 
ties.    The drugs move quickly 

through the body, making 
detection by hospital screen- 
ings difficult, according to an 
article in the Aug. 14 edition of 
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 

"We hope that this line may 
help to open the lines of com- 
munication and build up trust 
in the institutional resources 
and support available," 
Rosovsky said. 

She stresses the need for 
both women and men to be 
supportive and caring to 
friends who have been sexually 
assaulted. 

The JAWC is located in the 
lames Union Building, Room 
206 and has brochures and 
books available to check out on 
the subject of violence against 
women. ♦ 

Numbers to know 
for safety on campus 

JAWC" Rape Information Line: 
898-JAWC (5292) 

Campus Police: 898-2424 

Murfreesboro City Police: 893-1311 

< ampus Health Services: 898-2988 

Crisis Intervention Center: 244-7444 

Rape and Sexual Assault Center (Nashville): 
256-8526 

Campus Guidance Services: 898-2670 

File Photo 

Michael Young's Officer of the Year plaque is displayed in 
the Public Safety office. 
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Photos by Matthew H. Starling | Photo Editor 
%        (Above) Associate Director of Bands Terry Jolley looks on as his band rehearses. 

(Right) A saxophone player stands on the sidelines as practice winds down. 
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MTSU 
Band of Blue 

Photo by Matthew H. Starling |  Photo Editor 

As the Band of Blue takes a break in the background, the MTSU Dance Team goes Photo by Matthew H. Starling | Photo Editor 

through their moves. Drum major Randy Powers conducts the band during rehearsal Aug. 20. 
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From the staff 

Parking problems 
need attention 
from administration 

If you were on campus - and conscious - last 
week, you noticed the over abundance of cars 
and lack of sufficient parking spaces. 

Parking Services assures us that there is ample 
parking; it just might not be as convenient as 
we'd like it. 

There are a total of 10,204 parking spaces (of 
all colors) available on campus - 7,291 are green. 
As of yesterday, parking services had issued a 
total or 17,060 parking passes - 13,772 are green. 
Here at Sideline*, most of us are in the College ot 
Mass Communication and not traditional!) 
known for our mathematical abilities. But we 
aren't that dense. 

This just doesn't add up. There are almost 
twice as many people with green parking per- 
mits as there are green parking spaces. 

Admittedly, not all of those people are actual- 
ly going to be on campus at the same time, but 
if even 8,000 of the 13,772 students with green 
passes were on campus, more than 700 people 
would be left circling lots and congesting traffic. 
That doesn't sound "ample" to us. 

With our university growing every semester, 
it is apparent that something must be done soon 
to alleviate these parking issues, which will 
inevitably onrj get worse. 

The solution everyone always seems to come 
back to is a parking garage. We realize that this is 
a costly project, but it seems a worthy one and 
long overdue. We feel the cost of the garage 
would be well worth the benefits. 

Another, more economical solution could 
come out of Parking Services staff. 

If attendants were stationed at the various 
lots, especially the Bell Street lot which tills up 
quickly, much time could be saved tor all stu- 
dents. Attendants could let students know if the 
lot is full, saving them the time ot searching the 
whole lot before moving onto another. They 
could also communicate by radio and direct stu- 
dents to lots that still have spaces available. 
Throughout the day, as students leave, the 
appropriate number of new cars could be 
admitted to the lot. 

This isn't just traditional complaining about 
parking, either. We're willing to park in the live- 
stock center and by the Recreation Center - but 
even those lots are full most of the time. 

It's obvious something needs to be done. 
Parking Services cannot alleviate the prob- 

lems on its own. Support from the administra- 
tion is needed, along with money. It's likely that 
students would be willing to pay a one-time fee 
or slight increase in fees if we could be assured 
that we had somewhere to park while we're 
claiming our education. 
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Editor 

Hot damn, do I love 
('raisins! 

For those of you not in 
the know. Craisins are a 
delectable snack food 
made by the Ocean Spray 
Corporation. To quote 
from the back of the 2 
pound bag I recently 
bought at Sam's, Ocean 
Spra) " has taken...cran- 
berries, added the sweet- 
ness that nature left out 
and then dried them for a 
delicious snack..." 

To be perfectly honest, 
when I first read that state- 
ment, I was a little freaked 
out. I mean, how could 
any man, let alone a cor 

poration, believe that they 
could improve upon 
nature's intentions for the 
round, red fruit? But once 
I started consuming the 
goodness that is Craisin, 
my fears were quelled. 

Sweetened cranberries 
do, in fact, taste far superi- 
or to a cranberry off the 
vine or plant or bush or 
wherever it is that cran- 
berries come from. I guess 
sometimes even Nature 
gets it wrong. 

Now, these cranberries 
were not made from splic- 
ing genes and crossbreed- 
ing, but they could have 
been. And the same, deli- 
cious, healthful snack 
would have ensued. Gene 
splicing, in layman's 
terms, is when scientists 
implant genes from plant 
species A into plant 
species B in order to make 
species B more resilient to 
disease, last longer on the 
vine, or even make them 
sweeter. 

Unfortunately for 
thousands of people in 
Europe, many govern- 
ments are trying to ban, or 
have done so already, 
genetically modified foods 
(or GMFs) from human 
consumption. I say unfor- 
tunately because the eco- 
nomic potential of these 
foods is astounding, and 
larger benefits are reaped 
with every new genetic 
advance. 

Since the introduction 
of GM rice, China has seen 
millions of its citizens 
begin the long climb up 
the socio-economic ladder 
because they no longer 
have to devote the vast 
majority of every day 
scrounging for food to 
feed their starving fami- 
lies. Entire tribes in Africa 
are eating today because 
their government bought 
GM seeds from America. 

One would think that 
saving human lives is rea- 
son   enough   to   support 

this technology. But to 
hear some government 
leaders in Europe talk 
about it, GMFs are the 
idea of Satan himself. 
They claim that not 
enough experiments have 
been done on GMFs to 
support their full integra- 
tion into the human staple 
diet. Never mind the fact 
that GMFs have been part 
of the American diet since 
the late 1970s, and no 
deaths have ever been 
linked to these progressive 
dietary supplements. 

If saving lives is not the 
concern of top European 
officials, then what is? As is 
so often the case in any 
government, check the 
bottom line. Many Eastern 
European economies are 
still agrarian-based. 

Once the initial pur- 
chase of GM seed is made, 
GM crops are easier to 
grow and maintain 
because they require less 
water, less pesticide (many 

GMFs are modified to 
secrete natural bug repel- 
lent), and consequently, 
less time. Cheaper goods 
translate into lower prices 
at market, which means 
smaller sales tax revenue 
for the national and local 
governments. 

Ah, the great price of 
socialism rears it ugly head 
once again. In order to 
maintain high levels of 
public services, govern- 
ments must maintain high 
taxes and market prices. 

Next time you go to 
complain about taxes here 
in the States, stop and 
count your blessings. You 
could be in Norway, and 
have both a sales tax and 
an income tax of over 80 
percent. Thank heavens we 
live in a (only slightly) 
modified free market 
economy. Without that, 
we'd be up to our ears in 
taxes. 

And I'd never get the 
money to eat Craisins. ♦ 

Don't be trampled by the herd 
Bathroom Stall Graffitti 

|ason Cox 
lumnisi 

Readers, allow me to 
introduce you to Joe — 
the self-absorbed, self- 
righteous, misanthrope, 
(average qualities for an 
MTSU student) whose 
misguided rants you will 
be reading this semester. 

Following are pages 
from Mr. )'s notebook. It's 
okay to hate Joe, for he 
hates you, too, but remem- 

ber, although lies a fig- 
ment of m\ imagination, 
he is not me. 

The herd has arrived, 
and it's in m\ way. It grazes 
between the lames Union 
Building and the mass 
comm building pausing al 
the pasture in front ol the 
Keathley University ( enter 
to chew their collective 
cud. A record 20,000 stu- 
dents enrolled this year, or 
as I like to say, a record 
19,999 cow-people slow 
ing me down. 

My courses are  over 
crowded. It stinks, literally. 
The  cows  come   to   class 
late     alter     stampeding 
through campus working 

up a sweat and a matching 
stench, 37 sweaty students 
packed into a classroom 
like cows on a railroad car. 
Is this what education 
smells like? 

I'm convinced my pro- 
lessors are trying to get 
students to drop their 
course. They seem pissed 
about having to teach 
classes this size. Of course, 
they might just want to be 
able to get a decent park- 
ing place. I think the pro- 
lessors have a betting pool 
to see who can get the 
most number of students 
to drop their class. 

I can't wait until they 
drop, or at least stop show- 

ing up for classes. In a 
week they'll all be gone. 
We can talk about them, 
snicker and say we knew 
the fellow with the Yankees 
cap wouldn't be able to 
hack it. 

But I know that one 
guy in each of my classes 
won't drop. The dumb 
cow who always has an 
opinion, and an anecdote 
to prove it. When he raises 
his hand — if he raises his 
hand — and doesn't just 
interrupt a perfectly good 
lecture, I always cringe. 

I just shut down my 
mind while this bovine- 
boy starts a line of discus- 
sion which has no intellec- 

tual merit. You know him. 
There's one in every class. 
If you can't figure out who 
it is by the third week of 
class, then it is probably 
you. In this case you 
should cut out your own 
tongue. 

Only the first week of 
school and the herd is 
already bringing me 
down. It's too many peo- 
ple for even a misanthrope 
like me to hate. I get so 
dizzy as my attention is 
drawn from one annoy- 
ance to another. The only 
thing that I can do to relax 
is to have a nice meal; a 
well-done rib-eye steak 
always calms me down. ♦ 

Online book shopping not always a bargain 
For Argument's Sake 

fa 

lason Cox 

Assi. News 

Editor 

I am, if nothing else. 
ambitious. 

My plan was to start out 
the school year fresh, chip- 
per, and prepared. 1 was 
going to have a planner 
(and actually use it), have a 
clean apartment, wake up 
in time to shower before 
classes, have all of my 
books by the second day of 
classes, and generally be a 
good, responsible student. 
One whose parents would- 
n't give a second thought 
about  sending money to 

him.   It's  nice  to  dream, 
isn't it? 

As I write this, my plan- 
ner sits in my binder with 
notes that I'll never look at, 
my apartment is, by liberal 
standards, acceptable, I've 
already slept through a 
class, and I bought my 
books 30 minutes ago from 
Phillips Bookstore. 

I had a great plan to buy 
my books. 1 was going to 
go to the bookstore and gel 
the prices lor them, then I 
was going to tirelesslv 
scour the Web for the best 
deals possible on text 
books, and 1 did ... eventu 
ally. 

My experience with 
online book web sites 
exposed several problems. 
First ol all, you often don't 
know what your books are 

going to be before you 
actually attend the first day 
of the class and get your 
syllabus, which eliminates 
the option of saving 
money on your order by 
lowering shipping costs. 
When you add in the costs 
ol shipping next-day or 
two-day, it often cancels 
out the savings incurred by 
the moderately lower book 
prices. The prices them- 
selves aren't always signifi- 
cant!) lower, lor instance, 
one site promised to deliv- 
er two books for $16 and 

used). 
At Phillips Bookstore, 

the prices tor these books 
were $20 and $41, respec- 
tively. A slight difference, 
but add in the cost of ship- 
ping and you have negated 
your savings. If you're like 

me and didn't order your 
books on time, the cost of 
faster shipping will empty 
your wallet faster than you 
could have imagined. 

A glaring problem with 
some sites is the lack of 
adequate information. In 
an attempt to buy a math 
book, I searched several 
web sites for the 2nd edi- 
tion of a Rockswold math 
book. I found all the books 
he had published and the 
year that they were pub- 
lished, but there was noth- 
ing to indicate which edi- 
tion the particular book 
listed was, so it's of little 
help. 

Phillips Bookstore's 
Web site was easy enough 
to navigate, but when it 
came to selecting between 
a new and used book, it 

didn't say whether the used 
edition of the book was 
available and offered used 
copies of books that were 
new this semester. In short, 
it was selling used copies of 
books that could not possi- 
bly be there. 

What is the moral of all 
of this? I have discovered 
that the bookstore isn't as 
capitalistic as I first 
thought it was, and that the 
textbook sites are, at best, 
only somewhat useful. 
There may be a bargain out 
there if someone is willing 
to look far and wide 
enough for it, but you 
could probably make up 
for the cost by using the 
time you searched to work 
a shift at your place of 
employment or mow 
someone's lawn. ♦ 

A quiet drive is time for reflection 
Save the Empire 

Ourtney Wood 
Staff Columnist 

The ride back to my 
hometown is only about an 
hour from campus. I take 
all back roads there to 
avoid traffic and the con- 
gestion of the city. On my 
way I see little old ladies on 
their front porches, in their 
rocking chairs that wave no 
matter what. I see fields 
with grazing cows, and I 
see the same bunch of 
older men that sit outside 

the same little diner in the 
same town they've always 
lived in. 

I started to notice on 
my first drive back home 
this semester that the ride 
was less and less beautiful 
because I am always in 
such a hurry to get home 
and I never get to enjoy the 
road traveled to get there. 

Last night on my way 
back to Murfreesboro, I 
started to ponder how dif- 
ferent this path has really 
become. 

When I first traveled the 
route, I went slowly. Then 
as I learned the roads, I 
began to drive faster and 
faster, and then it became 
second   nature   to   know 

where the curves were 
before the) came up on the 
road. Now 1 could drive all 
the way there with m\ eyes 
closed if 1 had to. 

Last night, 1 went home 
to go to a high school soc- 
cer game and rather than 
going the dangerous 70 
mph that 1 usually do, I 
went the legal 45 instead, 
had my windows down, 
and listened to some of my 
favorite music on my CD 
player. I waved at the old 
ladies in their rockers, 
honked at the men "chew- 
ing the fat" in town square 
and rode home a little 
more laid back. 

When I finally got to my 
old high school, I saw the 

old crowd and sat in the 
bleachers — a few feet 
away from the kids who 
were still in high school — 
talking to old friends about 
our classes and schedules. 
We caught up on the sum- 
mer that we had all 
promised would never slip 
away from us. The summer 
after our senior year, that 
last summer of freedom 
and fun, the one we had all 
promised not to take for 
granted. 

I do the same things 
every day, and every day I 
take all the things I used to 
love and cherish for grant- 
ed. It may be that I'm 
caught up in my everyday 
life, or that I'm way too 

worried about what's going 
on when I get home with 
my parents or my friends. 

I would like to say that I 
am going to start paying 
more attention; start 
watching sunsets and take 
the time to color, because 
for the most part, I would 
like to. 

"To see a world in a 
grain of sand, a heaven in a 
wildflower, to hold eternity 
in the palm of your hand 
and infinity in an hour." 
William Blake had it right. 

This is what life is 
about: Never get so caught 
up in your daily life that 
you forget to remember 
the little things that matter 
most.+ 

Got opinions? e-mail them to 
slopinio@mtsu.edu 



LASH 
Wednesday, August 29, 2001 sidelines 

Aaliyah learns strong legacy 
behind after plane crash 
By Matt Dentler 
Daily Texan (U. Texas-Austin 

(U-WIRE) AUSTIN, Texas This review 
of her new self-titled album was originally 
printed in The Daily Texan on Inly 19, 2001. 

Timing has been very good to Aaliyah. 
When her debut was released in 1994, she 
was 15. And luckily tor her. three years 
ahead ot the teen pop boom. So rather than 
judge her by age. the public took her seri- 
ously and nurtured a growing artist. 

The years have meant several hit singles, 
including two ot the most popular sound- 
track cuts \re You That Somebody? from 
Dr. Doolittk and In Again from her own 
film, Romeo Must Die) in the last few years. 
A little older and a lot wiser, this Detroit- 
based artist has matured a thousand steps 
forward with her new, self-titled release. 

Aaliyah opens with the first single, We 
Need A Resolution. In first-single fashion, 
the song is a hold statement for what the 
rest of the record holds. Featuring a hyp 
notic synth string loop over various effects, 
the song is a dark and simple plea for sense 
in a senseless relationship. 

The quality of the song's writing and 
production (courtesy of her main collabo 
rator, Timbaland) is almost too good. This 
can't be the same Aaliyah who sang bubble 
gum R&B songs with R. Kelly, But after lis- 
tening to more and more ot the record, you 
reali/e she's somehow come a long way in a 
short time. 

Loose Rap is a sweetl) tart pop song that 
rides its way into your ear via an amazing!) 
infectious riff. It's a pleasant combination 
ot European pop mixed with the rough 
edges of soul. / Care 4 V ventures further 
into the soul inspiration, with a sound that 
seems lifted straight from the catalog ol 
Isaac Hayes or Curtis Mayfield. With 
pounding drums and pianos meeting 
together under her whisper soft vocals, it S 
more organic than the music we associate 
with this pop/R&B singer. 

In fact, Aaliyah places its diva under sim- 
ilar categorization with the likes ot roots 
soul  performers  Macy Gray and  Lauryn 
Hill.  No  more  Toni   Braxton  or   Mariah 
t are) comparisons for Aaliyah. 

The album does falter when she tries to 
please old fans with sexy, groovy and conn 

cuts such as Rock The Boat, which goes as 
tar as to chant sophomoric lines like "Stroke 
it, switch positions," etc. 

There's true emotion in most of the 
album's songs, added with grit and pain. 
Even the Latin-tinged layered vocals of 
Read Between The Lines are on top of the 
game with precise production skills. U Got 
Serve and / Refuse melt together smart 
lyrics with some very smart composition. 
This is true especially for the latter, which 
almost seamlessly blends live piano with 
digital, scattered beats and a thunderous 
string arrangement tor the grand finale. 

If Aaliyah continues on the path she's 
started with this record, her next album will 
surely be priceless. Aaliyah, though, is not 
the classic pop/soul R&B record some of its 
songs hint at. Some .it the songs rely on 
standard formulas .tnA pale when com- 
pared to their fellow, more dynamic tracks. 

It's a bummer when you have songs that 
recall the sounds ot Stevie Wonder next to 
songs that recall the sounds ot En Vogue. As 
Aaliyah stands, she's grown quite a bit over 
the years and has carefull) secured herself 
as one to watch with anticipation. ♦ 
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Aaliyah will be missed 
Shawn Whitsell 

Flash! Editor 

Her name is Swahili for 
"highest most exalted one" and 
though I didn't know her per- 
sonally, I strongly believed that 
Aaliyah Dana Haughton lived in 
the spirit of her name. 

On Saturday night I had 
gone to the movies with a few 
friends to see The Others. When 
I got in, I was so exhausted that 
I immediately got in the bed. As 
I was drifting off, my phone 
rang. I was so tired that I decid- 
ed to let it ring. 

My machine picked up and 
the message went something 
like this, "Shawn, this is Ernest. 
Call me when you get in. 
Aaliyah died in a plane crash." 

My heart stopped. I jumped 
out of the bed and I called 
Ernest back. 

He told me the details and 
though I knew he wasn't lying, I 
still  couldn't bring myself to 

believe his words. 
After Ernest and I got off the 

phone, I scanned every channel 
looking for coverage of her 
death. I just had to see it for 
myself. I ended up falling asleep 
with the remote in my hand. 

The next morning I woke up, 
hoping that it had all been a 
mistake. So, I turned on MTV, 
and there it was. It was true. 

I never knew how the death 
of someone I didn't even know 
could affect me so much. I 
couldn't believe it and even now 
if I sit and think about it, I still 
find it hard to accept. 

It's amazing how we some- 
times fail to realize just how 
influential a person is until, 
they're gone. 

My disbelief had nothing to 
do with her celebrity status but 
it had everything to do with the 
fact that she was a beautiful, 
intelligent, talented, young 
woman who seemed to be on 
the brink of something even 
bigger than she had already 
accomplished, yet her life was 
tragically taken. 

Though she had accom- 
plished a lot in her short life, it 
almost seemed as if she was just 
getting started. It seemed like- 
there was so much ahead for 
her. And for me, the weirdest 

part was the fact that I had just 
seen her on BET's 106 and Park 
two days before she died. 

This just   reaffirms  what   I 
said in my column on Monday. 

only thing that's guaranteed. So, 
we must live life to the fullest. 
and though Aaliyah only spent 
22  years on  this earth, some 
thing tells me that she lived out 
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Aaliyah's radiant glow touched the lives of millions. 

You never know when or how 
you'll go. In  life, death  is the 

all of those 22 years. 
All  of her friends describe 

her as being extremely humble 
and down to earth and I truly 
believe that because that's the 
way she always came across. My 
mother had the opportunity to 
meet her a few years back at The 
Derby in Kentucky and she 
commented on how cool and 
down to earth the singer was. 

It's very sad that she died at 
such a young age, especially so 
tragically. But let's remember 
that we're all put on this earth 
for a reason. 

We all serve a purpose. 
Aaliyah was sent her to serve a 
purpose and she did. She used 
the things that she loved to 
touch the lives of people from 
all walks of life. 

I am a big fan of hers, not her 
#1 fan, but definitely a fan, and 
what I admired most about her 
went beyond her music. I'm not 
just saying this because she has 
passed. I specifically remember 
a conversation my friend |oey 
and I had about her, while we 
were watching her Are You Thai 
Somebody video back in 1998. 

We talked about how she 
didn't seem like the average 
celebrity. She came across like a 
girl everybody knew from 
around the way. To me she was 
that fine girl, who could wear 
and   belly   shirt   and   skimpy 

shorts or rock baggy jeans and 
timbs. She was that chick who 
could go out on the town with 
the girls or kick it on the corner 
with the fellas. She was that girl 
who was the essence of hip hop 
but still knew all the words to 
every No Doubt song. She was 
that female who was a cheer- 
leader but still had a helluva 
jumper. She was the kind of 
woman who could take you to 
an opera but still tell you how 
many points Iverson scored that 
night. She was that dime piece 
that all the guys tried to holla at, 
at least once, who could talk 
slang but interpret Shakesphere 
with ease. She was the one who 
made all A's but was still cool 
enough to skip school every 
once in a while. 

Aaliyah was definitely a ray 
of light. She was an angel. 
Though many of us are mourn- 
ing for her. Let's not mourn for- 
ever. 

Oiin' we finish crying, let's 
wipe our tears away, put in that 
new self-titled CD and jam with 
her. Let's celebrate the life she 
lived and all the many wonder- 
ful things she gave to the world. 

She was truly "one in a mil- 
lion." Rest in peace Baby Girl. 

Don't forget to pray for the 
families of all the victims. ♦ 
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'Race5 in the opposite direction 
By Brittain Phillips & 
Amanda Daeger 
TheDePauw(DePauw U.) 

(U-WIRE) GREENCASTLE, 
Ind. - Remember Superfriends7. 
Come on, sure you do. It's that 
cartoon from the late '70s that 
tried — and failed pitifully — 
to showcase more than a dozen 
famous cartoon superheroes in 
the same show. Name a stand- 
out cartoon do-gooder, and I'll 
bet you 10 Yankee dollars they 
were        on Superfriends. 
Superman, Batman, Wonder 
Woman, Aquaman, Green 
Lantern — all the greats partic- 
ipated. 

Such combinations of talent 
aren't uncommon. And other 
gaudy conglomerates, like The 
Three Tenors, the 1997 Florida 
Marlins and USA for Africa 
("We Are The World, We Are 
The Children"), have enjoyed 
much success. Unfortunately, 
throwing together lots of good 
things doesn't ensure a winning 
result. Superfriends is a good 
example. Long Island Iced KM is 
another. 

lorry Zucker, the director ot 
the new Paramount Pictures 
flick Rat Race, must have never 
seen Superfriends or suckled at 
the avenging teat of a Long 
Island Iced Tea. Otherwise, he 
would have been a little more 
hesitant when he chose to 
employ more than 10 big-name 
stars in the cast. 

Instead, he threw caution to 
the wind and coerced Cuba 
Gooding, |r., Rowan Atkinson. 
|on Lovitz, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Seth Green, John Cleese, 
Breckin Meyer and several 
other heavy hitters to join forces 
in Rat Race. The result is a 
movie more annoying than 
anything. Ever. 

The plot is promising: A rich 
Las Vegas casino owner, played 
by Cleese, chooses a small 
group of people at random to 
make a mad dash for big cash- 

$2 million is stashed 1,000 
miles away, and the first one to 
the finish line walks away 
wealthy. 

Sound exciting? I thought so 
too, but one thing stands in the 
way ot this film's success — 
nauseating stupiditv. 

No more than 10 minutes 
after the racers begin their 
quest, two of them are dangling 
from an airport radar tower. 
one is in a helicopter crash. 
another is roaming the desert 
with nothing on but boxer 
shorts and one is in a van with 
Newman from Seinfeld. 

The ridiculous twists and 
corny situations don't stop 
there. Pretty soon I just wanted 
to know who got the money so 
I could dump my popcorn on 
the floor and get out of the the- 
ater before my brain soiled itself 
and melted from the inside out. 

Want to know who gets the 
money? I'll tell you. Smash 
Mouth.    Don't   believe   me? 

Somehow, all of the contestants 
end up at a benefit concert for 
starving children, and the lead 
singer of Smash Mouth con- 
vinces them to donate all of the 
mone) to charity. Then they 
sing All Star. 

I started punching myself in 
the kidneys, and the movie 
ended. 

Usually, when a movie really 
sucks, I try at the end to list one 
of its redeeming qualities. Alas. 
Rat Race has none to list. It's 
iust another victim of the 
Superfriends theory and an 
embarrassment to us all. 

— BP 

Do you ever have moments 
when you look at something 
and think, "I can't believe that 
someone actually came up with 
this crap?" 

Take, for instance, bumper 
stickers. There are thousands of 
kooky catchphrases for every 
occasion that calls for the per- 

fect kooky catchphrase. Liberal 
kooky catchphrases. 
Conservative or religious kooky 
catchphrases. Or for the real 
bumper sticker connoisseur, 
maybe just plain old asinine 
kooky catchphrases. 

What's worse than the stick- 
ers themselves is that some- 
where in Hong Kong or on 
some island oft the coast of 
Madagascar, someone's job is to 
make these stickers they can't 
even read. 

I guess the phrase, "How's 
my driving? Dial 1-800-EAT 
ME," loses something in the 
translation. 

At any rate, whilst watching 
the movie, Rat Race. I had one 
of those moments. 

Right now you might be 
thinking, which is a good start. 
Kidding. Right now you might 
be thinking, "Great cast ot 
actors. Good director. 
Seemingly good reviews. What's 
the problem?" 

Well, let's take a look. First of 
all, you start with a pretty good 
story line. Rich Vegas tycoon 
sets up six unsuspecting gam- 
blers to race for a $2 million 
prize awaiting the first to arrive 
in Silver City, N.M. So right off 
the bat we have a road trip, 
which is always a good setup for 
antics. 

Second, we have a good 
director with a fairly impressive 
comedic resume. Zucker was 
responsible for Airplane and the 
Naked Gun movies. He is also 
responsible for Ghost and First 
Knight. Not a huge problem 
there. 

Then, on top of that, we have 
a good line-up of players to 
carry out the action. Goldberg, 
Lovitz, Cleese, Gooding, Green 
and my least favorite, that guy 
who plays Bean. These are well- 
seasoned actors fresh from 
Hollywood Squares. You know 
they're giving this movie every- 
thing they have. One can only 
be a part of a human tic-tac-toe 
board for so long before one 
starts to identify too closely 
with an X or an O. So they're 
working hard. 

All we have left is the writ- 
ing. And I think that was the 
only problem. The fool credited 
is a chap by the name of Andy 
Breckman. You might recognize 
him from other classics like, Hot 
to Trot, which starred a horse 
and Arthur 2: On the Rocks, 
which starred Dudley Moore. 

I'd bet money that this 
Beckman guy is a huge bumper 
sticker man. Are we surprised 
that Rat Race wasn't good? 

For years, the worst movie 
permanently deposited in my 
bad-movie memory bank has 
been The Adventures of 
Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8th 
Dimension. Earth Girls Are Easy 
and Bill and Ted's Bogus Journey 
follow it closely in a tie for sec- 
ond worst. 

I was in first grade when I 
first saw Buckaroo, and I 
remember thinking, "My God, 
this is horrible. Why is my mom 
punishing us? What did we do 
to deserve this?" 

Last night, as we watched 
Rat Race, for the first time since 
Buckaroo Banzai, I felt as 
though I was being punished. 

— AD* 

LOCAL CLUB AND HOT 
SPOT LISTING 

Bongo Johnny's - 526 W. Main St. 

The Boro Bar and Grill - 1211 Greenland Dr. 

Faces Restaurant and Lounge- 2111 E. Main St. 
Gentleman Jims' #1 - 2115 E. Main St. 

Gentleman Jims' #2 - 1325 Greenland Dr. 

Plaza Garibaldi - 2349 S. Church St. 

Red Rose Coffee House and Bistro - 528 W. 

College St. 

Sebastian's - 109 N. Maple St. 
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The call 
from the 
pressbox 
Colleen Cox Sports Editor 

Coach McCullom appears on 
TV 

WSMV Channel 4 and 
WKRN Channel 2 interviewed 
head football coach Andy 
McCollum live from Floyd 
Stadium Sunday night. 

The interview comes with 
all the hype for the Vandy foot- 
ball game Thursday. 

Cox, Carter shine in inter- 
squad scrimmage 

The Middle Tennessee soc- 
cer team held an intrasquad 
scrimmage Saturday at the 
Lady Raider Soccer Field. 

The White squad defeated 
the Blue team 4-2. 

Sophomore |enny Cox 
scored twice and Emily Carter 
added two goals and an assist. 

The White squad jumped 
out to a 1-0 advantage at half- 
time after Cox scored late in 
the opening half on an assist 
from Lindsey Bopp. Carter 
scored on an unassisted goal 
two minutes into the second 
half to give the White squad a 
2-0 lead. 

Freshman Laura Miguez 
scored on an assist from Megan 
McGregor to put the Blue team 
on the board six minutes into 
the second half and cut the 
White squad's advantage to 2- 
1. 

Cox scored her second goal 
of the day with an assist from 
Carter to put the White squad 
up 3-1. Sarah Schulz cut the 
lead to 3-2 with an unassisted 
goal for the Blue team 10 min- 
utes into the second half. 
Carter knocked in the final 
goal near the end of the second 
half on an assist from Sheri 
Robbins to give the White 
squad a 4-2 victory. 

The Lady Raiders open the 
season in the Southern Miss 
Tournament in Hattiesburg, 
Miss., against the homestand- 
ing Golden Eagles at 5 p.m. on 
Friday. MT will also take on 
Nicholls State at 1 p.m. Sunday 
in the tourney. 

McClean and Morstad Play in 
Canada Games 

Two Lady Raider volleyball 
players participated in the 
Canada Games recently. Dara 
McClean represented the 
Manitoba indoor volleyball 
team, and Caia Morstad repre- 
sented the Saskatchewan 
indoor volleyball team. 

Manitoba finished fourth in 
the games. Saskatchewan 
placed sixth in the competi- 
tion. 

McClean finished the game 
with five kills, one dig and one 
block in the bronze medal 
game. Morstad contributed 12 
kills and one ace in her team's 
final game. She also had 13 
kills in a playoff game for 
Saskatchewan. Both players 
have rejoined the Middle 
Tennessee volleyball team. 

Reid takes home two Bronze 
Medals in Canada Games 

Senior track and field star 
Stephany Reid won two Bronze 
medals in the Canada Games. 

Her medals were in the 
triple jump and the long jump. 

Reid participated in the 
games for her second time this 
year. She also competed in 
1997. 

Reid will compete for 
Middle Tennessee in the com- 
petitive Sun Belt Conference. ♦ 

Student athletes get involved 
By j.P. Plant 
Senior Sports Editor 

Sometimes necessity turns 
into pride. This is the case with 
the Student Athletic Advisory 
Council. 

The organization is made up 
of athletes who represent their 
perspective sports to voice 
opinions and suggestions to 
better the conditions and 
opportunities for student ath- 
letes.    Representation is based 

on the number of athletes each 
sport has. Football, with a 
comparatively high volume of 
athletes requires seven repre- 
sentatives, while women's ten- 
nis only requires one. 

The SAAC began ten years 
ago simply to fulfill an NCAA 
requirement. But in the past 
four years under the guidance 
of Assistant Athletic 
Advisement Coordinator 
Wynnifred Counts and other 
administrators, the organiza- 

tion has become an outlet for 
student athletes to get involved 
in things outside their respec- 
tive sports. 

"Student involvement," 
Counts said is the biggest 
change she has seen since she 
became a counselor four years 
ago. 

Counts attributes the 
increase in participation to the 
NCAA Leadership Conference 
held every vear in Orlando, Fla. 
Each university will send one 

representative to the conference 
to bring back ideas on increas- 
ing student athlete involve- 
ment. 

"They've come back (from 
the conference in Orlando) and 
wanted to be active," Counts 
said. 

Other initiatives Counts 
hopes to focus on for the future 
are "hitting them (student ath- 
letes) as freshmen and continu- 
ing with them through their 
senior year...we (SAAC coun- 

selors) want to teach them how 
to speak in public how to net- 
work." 

Currently, members are 
voted on by the outgoing team 
representative or by the team 
itself. 

After appointed, it is the stu- 
dent athletes' place to present 
concerns and suggestions to the 
bimonthly meeting. 

Since   its   inception,   the 

See SAAC. 8 

Lagat ready to defend his title as 
cross country starts this week 

MT Media Relations 

lor the first time in 
school history, the Middle 
Tennessee men's cross coun- 
try team boasts a defending 
conference champion. 

Geoffrey lagat, the soph- 
omore from Kapsabet, 
Kenya, took home the Sun 
Belt Conference gold last 
season and he says he is 
looking forward to defend- 
ing his championship this 
fall. 

"I really want to defend 
the title. I had a lew prob- 
lems with my knees during 
the outdoor season, so 1 am 
making a little bit of a come- 
back this fall." 

Lagat balanced working a 
summer job with his train- 
ing over the summer and 
feels that he is ready to go 
when cross country takes off 
on the opening gun on Aug. 
31 at the Belmont 
Invitational in Nashville. 

"I've been running five to 
eight miles every day to keep 
in shape. We should begin 
training as a team during the 
first week of school. No one 
expected much out of us last 
year, and we finished fourth 
in the conference. I feel like 
we have a chance to improve 
again." 

Lagat s journey to Middle 
Tennessee turned out to be 
an interesting one. 

"My coach in Kenya used 
to coach at Mt. St. Mary's in 

"No one expected much out 
of us last year, and we finished 

fourth in the conference. 
I feel like we have a chance 

to improve again." 

-Geoffery Lagat, cross country 

Maryland, so he was familiar 
with schools in the United 
states. He helped me find a 
place to run. I wanted to find 
a school that would give me 
a scholarship so my parents 
wouldn't have to pay for my 
college. 

"I just started running 
and training a few years ago. 
I realized not too long into it 
that I could do something 
for myself and it just pushed 
me even harder." 

Lagat has not only done 
something for himself, but 
has made a dramatic impact 
on the track program. 
During his first semester, 
Spring 2000, he turned in an 
epic performance in the 
OVC Indoor Championship 
that propelled the Blue 
Raiders to the title. 

He continued to run well 
in the outdoor season that 
year, but he really blossomed 
during his first cross country 
season. He captured two 
individual    championships 

including the SBC title. He 
continued to run well in the 
indoor season and turned up 
huge again during the out- 
door meet by winning the 
5,000 and 10,000 meters, 
helping the Blue Raiders take 
the outdoor crown and seal- 
ing the Vic Bubas Cup for 
Middle Tennessee. 

However, Lagat doesn't 
necessarily know what his 
life's road holds in store for 
him quite yet. 

He is majoring in com- 
puter information systems 
and hasn't decided if he will 
return to Kenya upon gradu- 
ation or if he will pursue a 
life in the United States. 

One thing he is sure of is 
that he would like to contin- 
ue to run after his collegiate 
career ends. 

"I would love to run pro- 
fessionally. The Olympics are 
also a goal, too. I just hope 
that I can get a chance to 
keep running because I love 
it."4 

Photo provided 

Lagat looks to defend his Sun Belt Conference 
championship from last year with a strong fall 
season. 

2001 Middle Tennessee 
Cross Country Schedule 

Date M«M»t Location Time 

Aug. 31 Belmont University             Nashville.Tenn.     5:30 p.m. 

Sept. 15 Western Kentucky Invitational   Bowling Green, Ky. 10 a.m. 

Sept. 22 Vanderbilt Invitational  .       Nashville.Tenn.     9:15a.m. 

Oct. 6 UAB Invitational              Birmingham, Ala.    10 a.m. 

Oct. 13 Austin Peay Invitational        Clarksville, Tenn.     10 a.m. 

Oct. 27 Sun Belt Championships      Bowling Green, Ky.   10 a.m. 

THURSDAY 

■ Football 
Blue Raiders at 

Vanderbilt 
Nashville, Tenn., 

7 p.m. 

FRIDAY 

■ Volleyball 
UNC Charlotte 

Tournament 
Charlotte, N.C.allday 

■ Soccer 
Southern Mississippi 

Tournament 
Hattiesburg, MS, 5 p.m. 

■ Cross-Country 
Belmont Invitational 

Nashville, TN, 5:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY 

■ Volleyball 
UNC Charlotte 

Tournament 
Charlotte, N.C., 

all day 

SUNDAY 

■ Soccer 
Southern Mississippi 

Tournament 
Hattiesburg, Miss., 

1 p.m. 

TUESDAY 

■ Volleyball 
Lady Raiders at UAB 

Birmingham, Ala., 
7 p.m 

WEDNESDAY 

Soccer 
Lady Raiders at UT 

Martin 
Martin, Tenn., 

4 p.m. 

Andy McCollum 
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MT upset could shake up Variety's world 
Notebook from 
the sidelines 
By Shane Marquardt 
Staff Reporter 

Vanderbilt is accustomed to 
taking a beating in the South 
Easter Conference, but they 
could really feel the sting if 
smacked by the predicted bul- 
lies of the Sun Belt Conference. 

MTSU has the muscle to 
administer the beating with 
All-American candidates 
Dwone Hicks and Kendall 
Newson, the question is, will 
there be heavy lightning strikes 
in Dudley Field Thursday 
night? If so, MTSU can give a 
little payback to the mighty 
SEC, and knock some dust off 
what could be a great rivalry. 

Big D: 
No, Vanderbilt's offense will 

never be mistaken for the 
Gators or the Bulldogs, but 
these SEC teams went for 530 
and 457 offensive yards against 
the Raiders defense, piling up a 
total of 116 points. Can the 
defensive line, anchored by 
Tanaka Scott, contain the 
Commodores for an  MTSU 

offense that was ranked 16th 
nationally last season? The 
move to a 4-3 defensive pack- 
age should help keep the 
Commodore attack from see- 
ing daylight. 

The Blue Collar Worker* 
An inexperienced offensive 

line will have to handle a 
revered Vanderbilt defense if 
MTSU is to unleash their 
offensive arsenal. The Raiders 
are brimming with talented 
running backs, but Brandon 
Westbrook, a freshman All- 
American last season, is one of 
the few lineman to have serious 
time in the trenches for them. 
Junior college acquisitions 
should provide experience. 

All-American Watch: 
When Dwone Hicks receives 

20 opportunities to carry the 
ball the Raiders are 4-0. All- 
American candidate Kendall 
Newson and Tyrone Calico 
should offer a potent 'pick your 
poison' duo at wide receiver to 
help keep the Commodore 
defense busy.* 

Photo by Amy Jones 

Senior defensive back Jykine Bradley answers questions at the first press conference of the 2001 season 
Monday. Bradley looks to anchor a much improved defense that will face a pass-happy offense in Vandy 
Thursday night. 

SAAC: Athletes involved 
Continued from 7 

SAAC has brought back letter jackets 
for student athletes, and for the past 
two years, the athletic department has 

sponsored a semi-formal for the ath- 
letes. The council also picks out events 
and activities for student athletes to 
become involved in through the Life 
Skills program. 

"It's very difficult (for student ath- 
letes) to get involved," Counts said. 
"We have kids that want to, but due to 
practice or work out schedules, some- 
times it isn't possible." 

"Sometimes they're (student ath- 
letes) at a disadvantage," Counts said, 
"but they love what they do. And the 

ones that don't," she added, "get out." 
Counts feels sympathy for student 

athletes. "1 think it's hard," she said 
regarding the task of student athletes 
balancing academics and sports. And 
that is where the SAAC and caring 
administrators like Wynnifred Counts 
come in. 

"For the past three years, the big 
push by the SAAC has been to pro- 
mote unity in the Middle Tennessee 
athletic community and encourage 
athletes to come to games and support 
other athletes," Counts said."We don't 
want this council to be something just 
on paper."* 

On the Web at: 
www.mtsusidelines.com 

SENIOR & UNDERCLASS 
PHOTOS FOR THE YEARBOOK 

SEPT 24-28 
9-5P.M.   •   SENIORS SHOULD MAKE AN 

APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 898-2815 

ORGANIZATION PHOTOS 

SEPT 24-27 
6-8P.M.   •  APPOINTMENTS MUST BE 

MADE BY CALLING 898-2478 

KUC LOUNGE 
2ND FLOOR 
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tiaras &m 
StMBONKS S&d&K 

BEACH & SKI TRIPS 
Doafe Delay 

www.sunchase.com 

Chateau. 

13 Bedroom Apartments 

i, peaceful setting 

flocks from MTSU 

-K TO SCHOOL 

890-1378 
WECastkSt 

zesboro, TN 
37130 

1   era 4 IIP «14 K 
World's Best Light and 

Karaoke Show. 
PImx to 6e Seerl 

M»4I 
Tuesday-Saturday 
Beginning at 9 am 

^ 4    ^ 
"^500 Cash Karaoke Contest 
CMM In «v*ry »•*«••** "•■»>« •nd 4"«llfy »°r *•«• «"■>»' 

Boy's Night Out on TUesday Nights 
GW CmVficM* GhmmgtlM Onftm-Uotuy 

Ladies Night on Thursday Nights 
vicforfcS«T^I onc~tmc*+4i.*opnftt-szooMM 

DrMks-ilwMy ifacMbM 

Be Prepared. 
Don't Drink 

^A  We've got footwear! 
adidas 

MERRELL 
new balance 

Shoes for running, basketball, cross training, tennis, hiking 
boots and casual shoes tor men, women and children 

BRING IN THIS COUPON AND 
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 

i 15% OFF 3 
(This offer not to be combined with an\ other 

offer. Some restrictions appls i 

\ \SII\II i I 
THE Mini'I'I S()l HICKOR\ lloi I < )\v 

I K)\slll \DVILLAGE 
RIVI RGATE MALI. 
I IK KOTO lini LOW MALL 
GREEN Mil LSCOMMONS 

KNDXVI11E - 
WIST TOWN MALI 
KNOKVILLE CENTER 

Planned Parenthood 
of Middle & East Tennessee, Inc. 

Quality. Confidential Care tor Women and Men 
at Affordable Rices 

•EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION 
•TESTING & TREATMENT OF 

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS 
•BIRTH CONTROL 

Visit us at www.ppmet.org or set up an appointment with us! 

321-7216 
NASHVILLE 

MIDTOWN CENTER 
412D.B. TODDBLVD 

834-4840 
NASHVILLE 

SOUTHEAST CENTER 
313-B HARDING PLACE 

INTERESTED IN WORKING 
FOR  THE YEARBOOK? 

Midlander is currently hiring for the 
following positions: 

Writers & Photographers* 
(should be able to submit work samples. Experience 
preferred but not necessary.) 

*photographers need to supply their own equipment. 

Call 898-2478 
or stop by JUB 306 
for more information. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
EMPLOY- 

MENT 
#1 Spring Break 
Vacations! Cancun, 
Jamaica, Bahamas & 
Florida. Earn Cash & Go 
Free! Now hiring 
Campus Reps. 1-800- 
234-7007. endlesssum- 
mertours.com 

Nursery Workers needed. 

$7 hour: Applications 
available at Third Baptist 
Church 410 W. 
McKnight Drive. 
Located behind Wendy's 
on Memorial. Contact 
Steve 893-8192 

Cheerleading Dance and 
Baton teachers needed. 
Must have transportation. 
Good pay 896-2157, 
347-3595. 

Female personal assis- 
tance needed to share 
hours for nights and 

weekends. Some lifting 
required. Heather or 
Cindy on campus x3604 

Inside work. $7 to $15 
hr. paid weekly, full/part 
time, students welcome. 
Call 907-3032 now. 

FOR SALE 
Canon Multipass C5500. 
All in one. faxes, prints, 
scans. $125 used by pro- 
fessor at home. Excellent 
condition. 898- 
2719(office). 896- 
55 W( home) 

TI-83 Plus Graphing 
Calculator w/o manual. 
$50 firm. Call Ricky at 
898-4868 or leave mes- 
sage With Jenny at 898- 
3637 

(LOG HOME 45 

ACRES i 

By owner beautiful 
I .ascassas contemporary 
log home. 3 bed/ 2 1/2 
bath large sunroom with 

heated lap pool and 
Jacuzzi. Large party 
deck, beautiful land- 
scaped. 45 acres 709J 

pasture. 309! wooded. 
Ideal for family with 
horses. 273-2628 

89 mustang GT 5.0 con- 
vertible only 70.000mi. 
$6,500. 867-7539 Sean. 

"Condo-for rent or sale. 
Three bedroom. 2 bath. 
all kitchen appliances 
furnished, plus washer 

and dryer. Large covered 
balcony with storage 
closet. Swimming pool 

complex with weight 
room and covered pavil- 
ion. Near campus. Must 
see appreciate. Rent 
$850 month. Sale 
$79,500 Call 904-7387 

Sewing Machine, 

Sewmore 1988. Best 
offer 506-6662 

2001 CD Burner/Writer 
$150. Great for making $ 

copying CD's. 506-6662 

FOR RENT 
Female roommate want- 

ed. Christian home in 
Smyrna. $225 includes 
utilities. (615)355-1655. 
cell #615-419-5988 

Female roommate want- 
ed to share a 2 bed/1 
bath house 1/2 mile from 

campus. $250/month = 
1/2 utilities, furnished 
hardwood floors. No 
deposit, no lease. Please 
call Erica at 423- 
3095(cell) or 907- 
5371 (home) 

NON-SMOKERS 
ONLY 
3 bedroom, 2 bath, nice, 
4-year old home with 
garage. Central heat & 
air, fireplace, large yard 
immediately available. 
Convenient to MTSU. 
$850. Matt Ward 849- 
2223 ext. 288. Leave 
message, I'm paged. 

STERLING UNIVER- 
SITY GABLES 

Pool View. $360/mo. 
includes everything. First 
Month & Deposits paid 
at sublease. Call Gorge 
615-944-5831 
rscamero21 @ aol.com 

Looking for Laid-back 
Roommate to share 2 
BR/I BA large house 
furnished, hardwood 
floors, central heat and 
air. pets allowed, fenced 
backyard. $325/month, 
no deposit required. 216 
First Avenue. Call Paul 
or Tyler at 615-494-9221 

Free deposit-share large 
apartment, utilities paid, 
near M.T.S.U. 321-4885, 
459-2694 

Roommate Wanted to 
share 4BR House. 
$333/mo & utilities for 
large home 20 minutes 
from MTSU w/fireplace, 
laundry, central a/c, dish- 
washer, fenced yard, lux- 
urious, good deal 867- 
7530 

Need a female room- 
mate. I have a 2 
bed/2bath apartment, and 
a cat. Rent is $400/mo & 

1/2 utilities. Call 
Bethany 867-8374. leave 
message. 

Female Roommate want- 

ed to share 3 bedroom 
house. 8 miles south of 
Murfreesboro. Clean, 
Quiet. Country Setting. 
References Required. No 
lease. $300 per month, 
plus deposit. All utilities 
included. 895-7096/305- 
6122 

Someone needed to sub- 
lease at Sterling 
University Gables. Brand 
new on S. Rutherford 
Blvd. Will give $100 for 
signing. 3BR/3BA, 
washer/dryer. 24 hour 
gym and game room, 
plus much more. Contact 
Marandaat(615)585- 
3361 

Roommate needed 
immediately to share 
spacious, completely fur- 
nished townhouse, only 
$250/month +utilities. 3 

bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, 5 
minutes from MTSU. 

Female preferred. Call 
848-0371 or 594-2015 

Roommate Needed 
ASAP 2 bedroom apt. 5 
minutes from campus. 
$130 deposit, $230 rent 
+ 1/2 utilities. Male or 

female. Contact Gary 
896-2020 or 491-7885. 

Sublet my University 
Courtyard apartment. 
$355/month, all utilities 
included. (4bdrm). No 
security deposit(save 
$350). I pay $50 sublet 
fee. Contact Jeremy 
(931) 657-5152 or mail 
me at 
MedicFCO@aol.com, 
first come, first serve!!! 

Roommate(s) wanted to 
share 4BR/4BA apart- 
ment utilities paid for 
lots of extras. Great 
place to meet people 
$385/mo. call Tyler at 

907-0592. 

WANTED TO 
BUY 

Cash fast loans or buying 
valuables. Musical items, 
gold. Jewelry, col- 
lectibles. Call now! 
Gold-N-Pawn 1803 N.W. 
Broad Street 
Murfreesboro. 896-7167 

SERVICES- 
FREE INFORMATION 

is available through the 

MTSU Placement Office, 

KUC Room 328. Come 

by and receive your com- 

plimentary copies or cat- 

alogs, pamphlets, and 

guides to learn how to 

write a resume and cover 

letter from various sam- 

ples, gather information 

about a particular compa- 

ny, and help with inter- 

view preparation. Video 

tapes are also available 

for you to view in the 

Career Library. 

POLICIES 
Sidelines will be respon- 

sible only for the first 
incorrect insertion of any 
classified advertisement. 
No refunds will be made 
for partial cancellations. 
Sidelines reserves the 
right to refuse any adver- 
tisement it deems objec- 
tionable for any reason. 
Classifieds will only be 
accepted on a prepaid 
basis. Ads may be placed 

in the Student 
Publications Office in 
James Union Building 
room 306, or faxed to 
904-8487. For more 
information call 904- 
8154 or 898-2815. Ads 
are not accepted over the 
phone. 

Ads are free to 
registered MTSU 
student for non- 
commercial use 
only. All other ads 
must be paid for. 
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Blue Raider fans are doing their part 
More than 8,000 

tickets sold 

Photo provided 

Blue Raider fans wait in line for Vandy -- Middle 
Tennessee tickets the first day they went on sale. 

Get a sports tip? 

call 898-2816 

Come Visit the.. 

Adult Services Center 
(Serving Adult Students at MTSU) 

Meet other adult learners and learn 
more about our services-advice 
from student mentors, forms you 
need, schedule books,referrals, 
parking permits, and join... 

OWLs 
(Older Wiser Learners) 

MTSU's student organization for 
students with adult responsibilities 

KUC 320 
7:30-7:30 (Monday-Thursday) 

7:30-4:30 (Fridays) 

STkWJNii l'M\ N 

890-9088 
AMENITIES 

-Washer and l)r\erin I \er\ I nil 
-Pri\aie Bedrooms & Baihrooms available 
-24-1 lour Kmergenc} Maintenance 
-Electric and water utilities paid* 
-Individual Leases 
-Fully Furnished Apartments Available 
-Swimming Pool and Hot Tub 
-Huge Fitness Center 
-Full Si/e Basketball Court 
-Sand Voiles ball 
-Gameroom with Pool Table 
-24 hr. Computer Center \\   Internet Access 
- Two. Three. & Four 

Bedroom Apartment I lomes 
-Ethernet Free in Ever) Bedroom! 

•Sec management for details. Restrictions may apply 

2827 S. Rutherford Blvd. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37127 

wuw.suhgablcs.com 
An SUM Community 

fi i"     jidde-aikolSUH. Inc 

Middle buying their share of tickets 
By Colleen Cox 
Sports Editor 

The Blue Raider football 
team is finally receiving some 
support. 

Vanderbilt-MTSU has fans 
excited and ready for kickoff. 

According to Mark Owens, 
MTSU media relations director, 
7,000 tickets had been sold as of 
Monday. Group ticket sales have 
gone through Vanderbilt's ticket 
office and Middle has sold 500 
tickets through them. Owens 
says counting those tickets 
along with the complimentary 
ones, gives the Blue Raiders 
8,000 fans at the game. 

"According to our ticket 
office, it's the most we've ever 
done for a road game," Owens 
told the Daily News Journal. 

Head coach Andy McCollum 
is advising fans to come early to 
the season opening game in 
Nashville. McCollum says he 
would like the fans to be in the 
stands wearing royal blue at 6 
p.m. when warm-ups begin. 

Even with the impressive 
Blue Raider ticket sales, officials 
at Vanderbilt say they are hop- 
ing for 30,000 people in a 
41,600 seat-stadium. Marty 
McGinty, ticket manager at 
Vanderbilt expects a crowd of 
31,000 or so. A large majority 
of that 31,000 will be a walk-up 

crowd. 
Vanderbilt coach Woody 

Widenhofer said in a Monday 
press conference that he expects 
40,000 fans for the game. 

The problem in ticket sales 
lies with Vanderbilt according 
to David Climer, sports colum- 
nist for The Tennessean. 

"Vanderbilt people have 
dwindled to about 20,000 hard- 
core fans who attend games, 
and that includes students," 
McGinty said in Climer's col- 
umn. "That number has stayed 
fairly constant for the last four 
years or so." 

The Commodores are giving 
up one in four seats to the Blue 
Raiders. Still McGinty says Blue 

Raider fans can get more tickets. 
"The idea is to sell as many 

tickets as possible," he said in 
Climer's column. "If they call 
and request more tickets, we'll 
accommodate them." 

The turnout for the game 
could affect whether or not the 
two teams will play again next 
season. 

"If the crowd is disappoint- 
ing we will be less inclined to 
play them again," Vanderbilt 
Athletic Director Todd Turner 
said in a The Tennessean article. 

Thursday's game will kickoff 
at 7 p.m. MTSU is scheduled to 
play Vandy again Oct. 12, 
2002> 

Have You Ever... 
.. wondered what happens when students break the rules of the University? 

.. wondered how you can help define what is acceptable in your community? 

.. wondered how MTSU's discipline system works? 

.. wished there was an opportunity to get involved? 

.. wished that you could be the start of something new? 

THEN BECOME INVOLVED AS A FOUNDING 
MEMBER OF THE STUDENT JUDICIAL BOARD!!! 

Applications Are Available From: 

Judicial Affairs & Mediation Services (KUC 130) 

Housing & Residential Life (KUC 300) 

SGA Office (KUC 208A) 

Completed Applications Are Due To Judicial Affairs (KUC 130) 

By Friday, September 14,2001, (a 4:00 P.M. If You 

Have Any Questions, Please Call Judicial Affairs % 898-5822. 

Giant Sale! 

prices 

Mattress Land 
119 S.E. Broad St. 
Murfreesboro TN 37129 
(615)895-7204 

student i.d. 
twin set     $118.00 
full set        128.00 
queen set 148.00 
king set     198.00 
Day beds starting at 98.00 
4 in 1 inflatable chairs 28.00 
End table w/lamp 68.00 
5 drawer chest 159.00 solid pine 
Bookcase 129.00 solid pine 
Twin head boards J8.00 
Full and queen head boards 98.00 
*Queen Mattresses 98.00 
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