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PRESENTATION GOALS

Discuss the role of libraries in textbook affordability & student success
Demonstrate the benefits of textbook programs & open educational resources
Equip participants with strategies to implement these programs at their
institutions
Foster collaborative dialogue among participants to share their experiences
and challenges promoting textbook affordability



WHY DOES THIS MATTER?



LIBRARY TEXTBOOK PROGRAM
We use our budget to purchase physical textbook
copies for in-library use
Supports high-enrollment General Education and
True Blue Core courses
We currently support 29 courses
We have about 1,000 books, but only 300 are on
reserve 



LIBRARY TEXTBOOK 
PROGRAM

History leads to structure:

Our collections are what we use to support our users, and textbooks
were traditionally not a part of the collection
In the age of information overload, we have tried harder to tailor
collections more closely to the curriculum
Early attempts for the library to get involved “come to us” philosophy
Now we dedicate a portion of the budget to buy assigned textbooks
and do a lot of work to set up course lists each semester



What has worked well:

A goodwill gesture
It has helped Walker Library to stay in tune with
our campus
Something you can touch and it comes with
human help

LIBRARY TEXTBOOK 
PROGRAM



What has not worked well:

Not at all what some expect
Marketing has been challenging
Harvesting information on required textbooks has
been painful
Time consuming
Expansion is not possible at this time

LIBRARY TEXTBOOK 
PROGRAM



Where we are now

Direct communication with faculty
Finding efficiencies
Expansion goal: to DRM-free e-books used
textbooks

LIBRARY TEXTBOOK 
PROGRAM



OER PROGRAM
What is OER?

Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning, teaching and research
materials in any format and medium that reside in the public domain or
are under copyright that have been released under an open license, that
permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose, adaptation and redistribution
by others.  - UNESCO

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/
https://www.unesco.org/en/open-educational-resources


OER = Free + Permissions

Image Attribution: The 5Rs by David Wiley is licensed CC BY 4.0.

https://www.slideshare.net/opencontent/oer-101
https://davidwiley.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


BENEFITS OF OER
Saves money for students & promotes classroom belonging by providing course
materials that are freely accessible to everyone 
Provides immediate access to course materials on the first day of class  
Allows instructors to customize course content 
Gives the opportunity to include diverse voices, examples, and perspectives
Improves student engagement and success 



OER AT MTSU
Program goals:

Promote the creation, adoption, curation, & discovery of openly
licensed materials by our instructors and students
Provide support for instructors to incorporate OER into their
curriculum
Improve availability & affordability of course materials
Advocate for inclusivity & removal of barriers for student learning
through OER adoption



OER AT MTSU

Faculty support:

Faculty learning community: Affordable Access for Student Success
Faculty workshops:

Accessiblity in OER Design
Finding OER for Your Course
Introduction to Pressbooks

Pressbooks platform: mtsu.pressbooks.pub/catalog 

https://mtsu.pressbooks.pub/catalog/


OER AT MTSU

Raising student awareness through events & presentations



We track the growth & impact of the initiative on our ZTC Data Dashboard.

https://w1.mtsu.edu/oer/dashboard.php


OER AT MTSU
Future plans:

Pilot an Affordable Course Materials Grant Program.
Consider adding a “low cost” attribute/designation in Banner.
Raise advisor awareness.
Continue to raise faculty awareness & provide OER support.



WHAT’S NEXT?

Textbook Affordabilty
Webpage Coming Soon!



Discussion
What is the biggest challenge to achieving

textbook affordability on your campus?



Discussion
What opportunities do you see for implementing

textbook affordability programs at your institution?



QUESTIONS?
Suzanne.Mangrum@mtsu.edu

Ginelle.Baskin@mtsu.edu

Library Textbook Program: https://library.mtsu.edu/services/ltp 
OER Program:  https://library.mtsu.edu/oer

How to Find ZTC Classes: https://w1.mtsu.edu/oer/textbooks.php

https://library.mtsu.edu/services/ltp
https://library.mtsu.edu/oer
https://w1.mtsu.edu/oer/textbooks.php
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