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A terminally-ill girl has a dream come true 7
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Band of the
Week

Murfreesboro’s The
Homegrown Band brings
in crowds and gets them

on their feet.

FEATURES, 7

Helping
athers who are
in need .

‘~lunteering your time is
:asy and fulfilling way
L ~=lp your community.

- JPINIONS, 6

k ack out this
ek’s comics.

OPINIONS, #

SPORTS

Blue Raiders
head to
Kentucky

Coming off its most im-
yressive win to date, MT

football will be taking on
the Kentucky Wildcats.

SPORTS, 9

COMMUTE

Alumni Drive from Blue
Raider Drive to Friendship
Street will be closed for
the fall semester for road
improvements. With the
closing of Alumni, there
will be no access to the
Library parking lot. During
the construction period, the
inorthern part of the parking
lot by the Honors Building

ill be changed from green
o white. The southern end
1of the lot by Ezell Hall will
emain green for students.
You will not be able to
access the campus via
Womack Lane.

bue to construction, several
j lots have been rezoned.
1All legal parking areas are
esignated by signs, painted
stripes, or other marks. Be
| sure to check the posted
‘ signs BEFORE you park
‘your automobile. If it is not
marked, don't park!

For more information, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~parking.

No more Starlett at MTSU

By ALEX MOORMAN
Assistant News Editor

The MTSU student who
allegedly stabbed another
student Aug. 27 over a
parking spot has officially
withdrawn from all of her
classes.

Starlett Custer is being
charged with one count of
aggravated assault, which is
a Class A felony and has a

sentence length of anywhere
from 15 to 60 years.

The 17-year-old victim
has gone through exten-
sive surgeries but has now
returned to school.

On August 29, Custer was
withdrawn from all of her
classes and left her account
purged from the MTSU sys-
tem, according to the Office
of Academic Records.

The Office of Judicial Af-

Custer

fairs would not comment on
whether she was withdrawn
by the administration or if
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she willingly dropped out.

“If we have a student
involved in a violent act
on campus, it can result in
expulsion,” said Laura Sosh-
Lightsy, assistant dean of
Judicial Affairs. “But I can-
not comment on a specific
individual or event,”

Two weeks ago, Custer al-
legedly used a still-uniden-
tified sharp instrument and
proceeded to cut a student

in the Bell Street parking lot.
MTSU police arrived after
a 911 call minutes later.
Custer was detained at the
Rutherford County Adult
Detention Center but later
released on $10,000 bail.
Though Custer is definite-
ly not a current student at
MTSU, Judicial Affairs had
no comment on whether
or not she would be able to
return.

Photo Courtesy Ed Evans

Ed Evans walks with his two sons, Joshua (left) and Jacob (right) to raise autism awareness.

Autism walk raises money

By Courtney Watson
Contributing Writer

Tennessee’s  inaugural
“Walk Now for Autism”
awareness event will be
held at the Nashville Super
Speedway on Saturday to
raise money for autism re-
search and education.

As of Tuesday afternoon,
the organization had raised
$108,407, surpassing the
Walk committee’s goal of
$100,000.

“That’s not including the
money that’s going to be
brought to the walk,” said
Ed Evans, senior, business
major and father of two au-
tistic sons.

Evans is the chairperson
of the event and has been
working with volunteers to
make sure the walk is a suc-
cessful one.

Evans has been involved
with Autism Speaks since
July 2007. This is his first
year as chairperson in Ten-
nessee and the first year that
Autism Speaks has been in
Tennessee.

The organizers and volun-
teers are trying to make the
walk into a carnival-like en-
vironment so that everyone
feels welcome Evans said.

“Self isolation, I think, is
the biggest problem with
autistic families,” Evans
said.

Wild Honey, a band from
Franklin, will be perform-
ing at the walk, as well as
Katie Chance, a 10-year-old
autistic girl who will sing
the national anthem.

Anyoneisinvited toattend
the walk or become a volun-
teer for Autism Speaks.

“We're always looking
for volunteers,” Evans said.
“All year long. Anyone who
wants to get involved at any
level.”

Evans said that the walk is
a great place for college stu-
dents to come out and net-
work. “It’s a great place for
them to come out and get in
the public eye. ”

Evans has been living with
autism since his 11-year-old
son Jacob was diagnosed at
the age of 3.

“It is dream-crushing,”
Evans said. “It takes every
perspective you have for
your children and dashes it
on the rocks.”

Joshua is mildly affected
by the disease and mainly
communicates through ges-
tures and facial expressions,
or by taking a person’s hand

and directing him or her
where to go.

Raising children with au-
tism is extremely difficult,
Evans said. “Simple things
from getting dressed to go-
ing out in public.”

[nitially, Evans and his
wife Stephanie thought that
their younger son Jacob, age
6, was practicing learned
behavior from his older
brother. Luckily, they were
able to get an early diagno-
sis and Jacob started therapy
around the age of 2. Jacob is
considered severely autistic.

Evans said that early in-
tervention is the most ad-
visable step, and said that
Jacob is a social butterfly.

“He has met a
stranger,” Evans said.

Since education about the
disease is key, Evans hopes

never

to see “at least some specific
classes with autism in the
education department.”
Evans also hn[,k'\ O se¢ a
permanent chapter of Au
tism Speaks in Tennessee.
More information about
autism or registering for
the walk can be accessed
through the official Web
site, walknowforautism.
org/Tennessee.

Student

natural

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

An MTSU student col-
lapsed on the field behind
Cummings Hall and later
died of natural causes on
Sept. 8.

Noah Ewekunle, 18,
freshmen undeclared, was
rushed to Middle Tennessee
Medical Center after col-
lapsing on the old intramu-
ral field during a game of
flag football.

When students noticed
that Ewekunle was lying
on the field unconscious,
a 911 call was made to the
Murfreesboro Police De-
partment. MTSU campus
police received notification
around 7:20 p.m. and sent
officers to the scene.

According to an MTSU
police report, Rutherford
County Emergency Medi-
cal Services came to the site
immediately.

Before EMS arrived,
Ewekunle’s teammates be-
gan performing cardiopul-
monary resuscitation in an
attempt to revive him.

Witnesses  said
that  Ewekunle’s
lapse into uncon-
sciousness was not
due to physical
contact during in
the game.

David Tippett,
intramural sports
coordinator, said
that Ewekunle was
not involved in any intra-
mural activity when he col-
lapsed. If there had been
an intramural game taking
place at the time, he said, an
athletic trainer would have
been present at the scene.

“Precautions are going
to be extreme, because we
want our students in a safe
environment,” Tippett said.
‘It’s a tragic situation, and
we are praying for the fam-
ily.”

Ewekunle’s body has been
transferred to Nashville
where an autopsy is still

Noah Ewekunle

dies of
causes

pending on the cause of his
death.

Upon hearing of Ewekun-
le’s death, the immediate
family traveled from Louis-
ville, Ky. to Murfreesboro.

“Noah was one of the
greatest people I ever knew,”
said Corey Thomas, fresh-
man mass communication
major. “I really feel bad for
all the people that didn’t
know him because they
truly missed out on a spe-
cial individual.”

To commemorate
Ewekunle, a candle light
vigil will be held Thurs-
day at 9 p.m. at the Christ
Miracle Chapel located on
399 Dick Buchanan St. in
Lavergne, TN.

“I have known Noah for
over 10 years, and I can-
not believe he is gone,” said
Temitope Abisola Titilayo
Oshomoji, business man-
agement and marketing
major. “l prayed that this
was a bad nightmare, but
every time I pinch myself
it hurts, which tells me that
this is reality.”

“Noah was that person

that whenever you

were sad he would
just smile and
you had no choice
but to smile with
him,”  Oshomoji
said. “Heaven has
truly gained an an-
gel and his name
is Noah Ewekunle.
I love you so much
Noah, just like my little
brother.”

Ewekunle’s funeral will
take place at the Christ
Miracle Chapel on Friday at
9 p.m.

“Noah was an all around
good guy,” said Taylor
Young, freshman unde-
clared major. “He was the
guy in high school that ev-
eryone loved to watch play
basketball because he was
always so enthusiastic. I'll
always remember and love
him.”

Sherift’s

By BYRON WILKES

Community News Editor

The Rutherford County
Sheriff’s Office is holding
a community fair today as
a memorial for Sept. 11,
including a remembrance
ceremony and musical per-
formances along with law
enforcement equipment dis-
plays.

The 7th Annual Ruther-

office to host Sept. 11 memorial fair

ford County Community
Fair and Sept. 11 Memorial
Event begins at 4 p.m., and
the remembrance ceremony
begins at 5 p.m. American
Idol finalist Phil Stacey will
perform the national an-
them as well as some of his
patriotic songs.

“After the terrorist attack
and the twin towers fell, we
felt like it was important to
do something to remember

the event,” said James Har-
rell of the RCSO Community
Service Unit. “It’s going to be
similar to an old-fashioned
community fair.”

The event will take place
in front of the RCSO at 940
New Salem Highway.

The fair also will have
more than enough activities
for children to do, includ-
ing inflatable play areas and
cotton candy. There will also

be a petting zoo and games
to keep kids occupied while
older attendees check out the
various booths at the fair.
Several Murfreesboro
businesses will also be pres-
ent, many of which will be
giving out free goodies.
“Really, a lot of the effort
came in pulling in differ-
ent people from around the
community,” Harrell said.
The event will also host

numerous food vendors who
will provide food for sale to
fair-goers as well as places to
sit.

Bonefish Grille is one of the
restaurants that will be pres-
ent at the fair. The restaurant
will be selling its signature
“Bang Bang shrimp” as well
as shrimp and chicken and
fries for the children.

MEMORIAL, PAGE 4
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Community invited to sample Stones River restaurants

STAFF REPORT

The United Way of Ruther-
ford and Cannon counties
will kick off its fundraising
campaign season with the
2nd Annual “Taste of Stones
River” event Sept. 14.

The event will take place at

Stones River Mall in front of

Dillard’s on Old Fort Park-
way from noon until 5 p.m.
During “Taste of Stones
River,” members of the com-
munity can sample signature
dishes and beverages from
over 40 local restaurants.
Last year’s event help raise
more than $ 23,000 with 23
restaurants participating.

CRIMEBRIEFS

Sept. 05 at 12:29 p.m.
Drug Abuse

Recreation Center

Jeremy Monistere was charged
with simple possession of mari-
juana

Sept. 05 at 1:20 a.m.
Alcohol

Alpha Gamma Rho

Zachary Anderson and Kevin
Colvert were issued citations for

underage consumption

Sept. 05 at 2:32 a.m.
Alcohol

Kappa Alpha House

Brittney Hornbuckle and Kendel
Kitchen were charged with under

age consu mption

Sept. 05 at 3:17 a.m.

Rape

Greek Row

Garrick Hock was arrested and

charged with rape

Sept. 06 at 12:57 a.m.

DUl

Ellir e Building

0N was arrested

with DUI, his second

and driving on a revoked

Alexander Vieira was arrested and

charged with public intoxication

and disorderly conduct

Sept. 06 at 1:17 a.m.
Sex Offenses
Tennis Court Murphy Center

Richard Kinkade was cited for | consent i : i a_ u s ARMY
CELL : 9.
indecent exposure . 23 —J
y _ ARMY STRONG.
Sept. 06 at 8:47 a.m. O ETATTNT 1Y WG e O RN e . id

MURFRE: £S

'R
§

| Assault

| Floyd Stadium
Officers responded to a fight on
the east side of the stadium. The
fight was broken up and all parties
declined prosecution

Sept. 06 at 12:33 a.m.
Vandalism

Sigma Alpha Epsilon House

Phillip Shackelford was arrested for
vandalism and underage consump-

ton

Sept. 08 at 7:34 a.m
Suicide Threat

Peck Hall

Female subject advised that her
mother was threatening suicide at
Peck Hall. Officers responded and

made contact

Sept. 08 at 10:13 a.m.
Vandalism

Womack Lane Apt. Lot

Victim reported that the tires on his
vehicle had been slashed

| Sept. 08 at 1:59 p.m.

Traffic

Jones Hall Lot
Dustin Lom sued a Ci-
tatic ion violation and

unlawf amplification

Sep. 10 at 3:08 a.m.

DUI

Rutherford Bivd

James Newsom was charged
with DUI 3rd offense and implied

A 2

“We are expecting to raise
even more money due to the
increase of participants, said
Jenny Grubb, director of
marketing and special events
for the United Way.

There are 43 restaurants
participating this year.

Admission is free, but tick-
ets are required to sample the

SBORD'S BEST

dishes. Tickets cost 50 cents
each.

Blackman High School
Band and a local singer Shan-
non Applip will provide en-
tertainment for the event.

There will be a area desig-
nated for children that will
include face painting, moon-
walks and cotton candy.

..-'x‘ X

ROTC leader

: { OO0 A
! " ‘it |
\ i M 9K -2

MTSU

www.mtsu. o-du/drotd/

Students and community
members are encouraged to
attend.

“No matter how old you
are you can always be a part
of the United Way,” Grubb
said.

For students “its an af-
fordable way to give back to
the community to make it a

s N ‘
Army ROTC part of your MTSU experience,

limit to the success you can achieve. &

£
\ |
|

|
|
|
l

{e}fe

ship & scholarship opportunities.
70, or email Ibrannom *mtsu.edu.

stronger and better place,”
Grubb said.

All proceeds will benefit
the United Way of Ruther-
ford and Cannon Counties,
which provide funds for 47
local nonprofit agencies.

For more information
about the United Way, log on
to www.uwrutherford.org.
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p ‘Til Dawn, students band
together to cook for a cure

By ALEX MOORMAN

Assistant News |

Up "Til Dawn |
raiser for then
ebration called
a Cure” where men
meals and <o
tions to benet
Children’s Resea
tal.

“-”H\ i1s the Hrst
have done th
a Cure, and the tuinout
amazing,” said Bethan
SOn, it alio
behavioral

and recrurtmer

SCNnor ¢

S

Til Dawn Wi
to show students that
here for them 1 0t

gel P"t‘[‘lt whoe dudnd
before involy

I.IJ\M. % AL
reallv wan
and that 1s 1
did so well vester
“It’s really

for a great IS

1S great
JUNIOT Tt
JOT ,
the food
peopic
out and

Stude
whicl
cooki

We ai 1g served by members of Up 'Til Dawn.
money mler, sophomore
cancel 1 e najor, said that
Dawn'’s 101} wasn't going to eat lunch
are also 17 oo odav but he knew about St
the scho d ind decided to h(‘l]‘
that haw ich a great cause
sible for s \ lot of people care; you
Jameel Braddo b 1s  just can’t always tell that by

walking around,” said Nicki

eral arts major | A h

director for Up "Il | Cornelius, sophomore foreign
Braddock said that . ‘ P

year they have had a people just need an easy way

Lanll} better turn ot to donate, and that’s what this

"Til Dawn mectnn tha I | vd Kol bikshronart |

the past. hety 1ch sentor sucial work major

i.muu.lgzc major. Sometimes

it m | | didd 1t ips o 1
1as given students.”

yod

By JESSY RICHTER
Contributing Writer

The June Anderson Wom-
en’s Center showed the free
film “Just Yell Fire” in the
Keathley University Cen-
ter in an attempt to inform
students of effective ways to
practice self-defense.

Terri Johnson, director
of JAWC, said they wanted
to offer “simple techniques
to get out of difficult situa-
tions.”

Dallas Jessup created the
46-minute film to empower
girls between the ages of 11
and 19.

It focuses on personal
safety awareness, ten quick
street fighting skills and a
Dating Bill of Rights. The
Dating Bill of Rights is a list
of rights everyone is entitled
to when engaging in a rela-
tionship.

Jessup’s project won her a
CNN hero award. Johnson
said she first discovered “Just
Yell Fire” from the CNN
hero awards and knew it
would be an important film
to show on campus.

The film explains that the
name “Just Yell Fire” comes
from the-unfortunate truth

Photo By Alex Treneff, Contributing Photograpgher
Dallas Jessup answers questions on her film, “Just Yell Fire.”

Film encourages
safety awareness

that yelling “help” does not
usually work. The main
reason for this is that when
someone hears “help,” they
usual do not feel they should
getinvolved. The use of call-
ing “fire” instead of “help” at
least alerts people to look for
the person in danger.

Bre Sartain, junior sociol-
ogy major, said that the film
was “very informative.”

“It was sometimes cheesy,
but sometimes that’s the best
way to get things across,”
Sartain said. :

Sartain said she was glad
to see it was free for distri-
bution online, and that with
the web-based social net-
works of today such as Face-
book, it would be a lot easier
to raise awareness.

The film included statis-
tics about how one in every
four middle school girls to-
day will be date-raped before
she graduates college, and for
every person that is convict-
ed as a sex offender, there are
five who are not caught.

“One in three women are
raped in their lifetime,” said
India Rogers, alumni.

Rogers now works with

FILM, PAGE 10
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_SPECIAL _GUESTS:

NOVEMBER 19

TICKETS ON SALE TOMORROW AT 10 AM!

Free checking. Free online banking.
And did we mention free car*?

Visit the nearest SunTrust branch listed below and you can enter for a chance

to win a 2009 Honda Hybrid*. While there, learn about the many ways SunTrust
lets college students express their freedom: Free Checking, Free Online Banking
with Bill Pay and Free Mobile Banking', to name a few. So come in anytime. We're

free whenever you are. For more details, go to suntrust. com/studentbanking

University Branch located at

1213 Greenland Drive, Murfreesboro

Wz

SUNTRUST

Seeing beyond money

Tickets available at the Municipal Auditorium

box office, all ticketmaster locations or by

*See SunTrust branch representative for official rules

Sunlrust does not charge 3 foe for the use of SuntTrust Mobie Banksng if you do not dlready have 5 data plan with 3 wereless service |
provider, normai data rates will Ipply. |
NO PURCHASE OR OBLICATION NECESSARY. Participants will NOT be required to apply for and/or hold 3 SunTrust

Checking Account. Open to legal residents of the 50 U5 and D.C.. 18 or older as of date of entry and students who are encolled

¢ envolied in an accredited college o unive J 5. for the Fall, 2008 sermestar or quarter Voud where prohibited

‘ \ . I : t restricted by law. Sweepstakes baping on 8/1/08 and ends 9/30/08 To Enter: Complete the official entry form available at
any SunTrust Student Checking booth during the promotion period and deposit official entry form into official ballot box, or mail

D 0 N N T 0 N N N A S H V I L L E ’ d official entry form or 37 x 57 card wath your name, date of birth, address, City 1ip, phone number and schoo
attending. in 2 stamped #10 envelape to: $ 129, F

Trust Student Checlung Sweepstakes, Dept 12 Jox 15128, White Bear
Lake. MN SS110-S128_ Limit ane entry per person. Mail-in entries must be postrarked by 9/3/08 and racenved by 1/ 15/08. Odds of
winining will depend an the total numbe

eived Subject t
fficial Rules, avadable at Official Ballot Box, o
429 PO, Box 100451, White Bear Lake, MN S5110

= AL H31
m “Jhg St NE, Atlanta CGA 30303
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fhosal Rules fhp'. ¥
303 Peachtree
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Memorial park

By KIM HARRIS MULLINS

Office of Congressman Bart Gordon

The dedication of the Pen-
tagon Memorial Park will
take place on Sept. 11 at 9:30
a.m., seven years after the
Pentagon was attacked.

“We will never forget the
horrific events of Septem-
ber 11, 2001 which resulted
in the deaths of nearly 3,000

America
(n)l'\iwr
rial recogr
184 lives
that day

On Sept
terrorists hnacke
Airlines Flight 77, en route
from Washington, D.C. to
Los Angeles, and crashed the
plane into the Pentagon al
9:43 a.m., about 30 minutes

“ g 3 * » . 3 ,,{-, : & . : T

RIS

M requiring more
[wit ftl ent ispection of cargo
NN o \ the United States to
I'he 1 re hirst n'\}\nndcr\
ed us on Septemt municate with each

y demorali ¢l g ¢ H)l'lL’L'I)LiL'\,“
Memorial

sought t

create  ear 'nltagon

['hev failed in those etfort Park was built at the site of
Gordon samd | he ( ONgres the crash and each memorial
and the President are taking  umit within the park is dedi-
steps to prevent such trag ated toan individual victim,
edy from every happening  organized form the youngest,

dedicated to victims of Pentagon crash

3-year-old Dana Falkenberg,
to the oldest, 71-year-old
John D. Yamnicky.

Each memorial is posi-
tioned to distinguish the
victims on board American
Airlines Flight 77 from the
victims within the Penta-
gon.

A visitor to the park will
face the sky when reading
the names on the memorials

of the 59 lives lost on Ameri-
can Airlines Flight 77 and
will see the Pentagon and the
memorial units dedicated
to the 125 victims who were
inside the Pentagon in the
same view.

The Pentagon Memorial
will open to the public at 7
p-m. on Sept. 11 and will re-
main open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

US remains ‘dangerously vulnerable’

By BRETT J. BLACKLEDGE
Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON (AP)
The United States remains
“dangerously vulnerable” to
chemical, biological and nu-
clear attacks seven years after
9/11, a forthcoming indepen-
dent study concludes. And
a House Democrats’ report
says the Bush administration
has missed one opportunity
after another to improve the
nation’s security.

The recent political rupture
between Russia and the U.S.
only makes matters worse,
said Lee Hamilton, the for-
mer Indiana Democratic
congressman who helped
lead the 9/11 Commission
and now chairs the indepen-
dent group’s latest study.

Efforts to reduce access
to nuclear technology and
bomb-making materials
have slowed, thousands of
U.S. chemical plants remain
unprotected, and the U.S.
government continues to
oppose strengthening an in-
ternational treaty to prevent
bioterrorism, according to
the report produced by the
bipartisan Partnership for a
Secure America.

The group includes leaders
of the disbanded 9/11 Com-
mission, the bipartisan panel
that investigated government
missteps before the 2001 ter-
ror attacks on the United
States.

“The threat of a new, major
terrorist attack on the United
States is still very real,” con-
cludes the report to be re-
leased Wednesday, the same
day a congressional com-
mission will hold a hearing
in New York on nuclear and
biological terrorism threats.

“A nuclear, chemical or bi-
ological weapon in the hands
of terrorists remains the sin-
gle greatest threat to our na-
tion. While progress has been
made in securing these weap-
ons and materials, we are still
dangerously vulnerable,” the
report said.

Congressional Democrats,
meanwhile, had harsher crit-
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Photo Courtesy of National911Memorial.org
icism of the Bush adminis-

tration’s efforts. Their report,
written by the staffs of the
House
and Foreign Affairs commit-
tees, found little or no prog
ress across the board on na
tional security initiatives.

“The Bush administra-
tion has not delivered on a
myriad of critical homeland
and national security man
dates,” the Democrats’ report
states. That report was being
released Tuesday.

“The administration has
just failed to act in so many
ways,” Rep. Bennie

Homeland Security

said
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Thompson, D-Miss. “Let’s United Nations mandate to
say that we've been fortu-  prevent the spread of weap-
nate that we have not been  ons; the ability of many coun-
attacked” since 2001, said tries to monitor potential
Fhompson, who chairs the bioterrorism is “essentially
House Homeland Security nonexistent,” and dangerous

Committee.

chemical weapons stockpiles
I'he independent report fo-

remain in some countries,

cuses narrowly on weapons including Russia and Libya,

of mass destruction.

The report and supporting
studies describe the failure
of international cooperation
lo prevenlt terrorists from
obtaining weapons of mass
destruction, which thev call a
major problem. Many coun-

tries continue to ignore a

the report said.

Russia has been a signifi-
cant player in U.S. efforts to
secure nuclear weapons and
to eliminate inventories of
chemical weapons in the for-
mer Soviet region. That coop-
eration could be jeopardized
as the two countries face off

over the Russian invasion of
Georgia and concerns about
a U.S. missile defense base in
Poland, Hamilton said.

Bush on Monday Bush on
canceled a civilian nuclear
cooperation deal with Rus-
Sia.

“The things we do to pe-
nalize Russia will make it
more difficult for us to deal
with Russia on other mat-
ters,” Hamilton said.

State Department spokes-
man Robert Wood said he
hasn’t seen the report. But he
said there have been a num-
ber of successes in recent
years, including negotiations
to dismantle North Korea's
nuclear program and Libya’s
agreement to end its nuclear
and chemical weapons pro-
gram.

“We have been engaged
multilaterally with a number
of countries to deal with this
issue of weapons of mass de-
struction,” Wood said.

Wood said he also has not
seen the Democrats’ report.
“I fundamentally reject the
charge that the administra-
tion has made the world less
safe from terrorism,” he said.

House Democrats also
blasted Bush policy in Paki-
stan, Afghanistan and Saudi
Arabia as damaging to na-
tional security. U.S. efforts
to combat terrorists in Paki-
stan have suffered because
of “unyielding support for a
military dictator”; Iraq has
drained resources from the
fight in Afghanistan, and
Saudi Arabia continues to
serve “as a major source of
terrorist activity,” the Demo-
crats’ report states.

The independent study,
however, did credit the Bush
administration with progress
in a number of areas. It cited
improved U.S. port security,
reduction of military chemi-
cal stockpiles, increased U.S.
funding for securing nuclear
weapons sites in Russia and
new international programs
aimed at preventing crimes
involving biological weap-
ons.

MEMORIAL

FROM PAGE 1

“I think this year will be
even more popular than
last, probably because this
year there is someone who
was on American Idol
performing,” said Mike
Goodloe, managing part-
ner of the Murfreesboro
Bonefish Grille. “Last year,
it rained, but the weather
is supposed to be fine.”

The RCSO does not
have extensive parking for
events such as the com-
munity fair, but the Rover,
shuttles will be taking
people back and forth to a
larger parking lot behind
Hobby Lobby starting a
4:30 p.m. Only one shuttle
is scheduled to run, bu
depending on how many
people attend, more can be
dispatched.

“I hope it is as successfu
as last year,” said Directo
of Public Transportation
Bob Nugent. “There are
going to be a lot of good
things to do there, and
by using Rover we hope
to make it easy for people
| to get there and back. We
| don’t want there to be a
situation where people get
ticketed or towed because
of where they parked.”

According to Harrell,
there will be 50-80 seats in
front of the stage, so those
interested in seeing any of
the performance should
come a little early to make
| sure they get a seat.

What are your
memories of

| sept.11?

Write a letter
to the editor

and tell us
your story.

slopino@mtsu.edu
mtsusidelines.com

T
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Cookin-~
For-A-Cure

KUC Knoll Sept. 10
10:00-2:00
Hot Dog
Cold Drink
Chips
And a Cookie
For THREE Dollars! $3!

St. Jude Childr en's
Research HOSPItal
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We want your correct
telephone number for

the 2008-2009 MTSU

telephone directory
which will be available
on campus in October.

If you're a full-time student (an undergraduate taking 12 hours

or more or a graduate student taking 9 hours or more), you

will be listed in this directory. A campus phone number will be
given for residential students; the local number for others. If

you provided some other number when you applied for admis-
sion (like your parents’ or the number where you used to live),

you can correct that number and your address by logging

onto PipelineMT and clicking on RaiderNet—under the per- .
sonal information tab, select “Update Addresses and Phones.”

Or complete the Change of Address form (www.mtsu.edu/
records/addr.htm), or go to the Records Office, Cope 106, by |
We ;h:n_-_«-'_iuy September 17, 2008

If you do NOT wish to be listed in such a directory, you
must notify the Records Office in writing no later than
Wednesday, September 17, 2008. You can access the form
online at www.mtsu.edu/records/nonrelease.pdf. This form
can be faxed to (615) 898-5538 or brought to Cope 106.

Faculty and staff numbers also will be listed in the telephone
directory, and numbers for University offices and a guide to
services will be included

MTSU Campus Phone Directory

SYUSRUCKER @ TR

Thursday, September 18- 6PM

DEMONBREUN STREET (near Tin Roof and Dan McGuinness)

featuring:

TRACE ADKINS

DARIUS RUCKER, LUKE BRYAN, EMILY WEST

Special thanks to our sponsors:

o
’ CK TV.cou mc ” o
) B , o ,’// | i
singstai . playstation.2 7 zZ |
O . TRy Nt encorenedia Sl NTRUST 1

For an ADA accommodation, please contact Dennis Freeman at (615) 269 2000
www.capitoinashville.com

Billsoard
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FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

Let’s all do

our part to
turn our

state blue

When you think of football
in Tennessee, nothing comes
to mind more than the color
orange. The color pervades
every image of the sport in
our state.

If MT wins the game
against Kentucky Saturday—
which would be a monumen-
tal, important win on the
coattails of the same the week
before—there would surely
be a good amount of buzz

generated within the state. If

UT lost a game, though, the
very same day, it would still
be a bigger story. Win or lose,
UT has the Tennessee foot-
ball circuit under its orange-
colored wing, and it’s going
to be a hard task shifting any
of the focus our way.

But let’s imagine for a mo-
ment that Tennessee’s larg-
est undergrad student body
started to utilize some of its
power. If our own campus
has the prevailing mindset
that our team sucks, how
can we expect the rest of the
state—or the country—to
believe any differently?

The entire football expe-
rience is synonymous with
college. Tailgating, wearing
your school colors, scream-
ing so loud you can barely
speak during class the next
day. The funny thing at
MTSU is, a lot of students
halfheartedly go throu
the motions, begrudgm%
dowmng cheap beer and 1
menting the inevitable loss.

We have to accept the fact
that we are going to lose
games. Our athletic program
is growing and getting bet-
ter, but it’s not an overnight
process. It’s up to us, as fans,
whether we let those losses
overshadow the wins.

It is definitely frustrating
to see the team work hard
and come up short - but it’s
frustrating Yor the team to
watch fans leave at halftime,
disgusted and hopeless. We
can’'t be fair-weather. If we
want a team that plays like
UT, we have to support our
team like UT’s fans do. If we
want Tennessee’s football
veins to start running blue,
we’re going to have to act like
ours do, first.

There has been a palpable
shift in our school’s spirits
since the recent win against
Maryland. We’re all anx-
iously anticipating Saturday’s
battle against Kentucky—
and it has the power to be-
gin to solidify our emerging
can-do attitude or, again,
send it crashing. But win or
lose, let’s keep our heads up.
Let’s remember what a feat
beating Maryland was. Let’s
remember that, if our school
can band together we might
just stand a chance of putting
the Blue Raiders on the map.

Because tailgating, wear-
ing blue and downing cheap
beer is all good and fun. But
we're there for our team and
our school.

Let’s make blue replace or-
ange in the world of Tennes-
see football.

Are you all in?

Helping others in times of need

Letter to the
Editor

Dear Blue Raider Family,

Once again, we have been
reminded of why MTSU is
such a special place.

Words can not express
the deep gratitude 1 have
for each of you because of
your willingness to help the
people of New Orleans last
week while serving in our
shelter.

Even though there was a
shelter plan in place, I truly
did not know how we would
do until we were activated
last Saturday.

After speaking to FEMA,
Tennessce Emergency Man-
agement Agency and Red
Cross officials, I was in-
formed we did an excellent
job of staying on mission
by providing a safe place for
our evacuees to get some
rest, food, medical assis-
tance and some much need-
ed encouragement.

Each of you helped serve
as an important part of this
disaster plan and should
share in
meeting this tremendous
challenge.

I have never been more
proud of the student body
and my colleagues at MTSU
than I am right now. When
the call went out for help,
you responded in amazing
numbers and with amazing

the success of

_ -4_

energy.

I only wish you could have
heard the wonderful com-
ments from a large majority
of the evacuees when they
were leaving to go home.

Many had tears in their
eyes as they humbly said
thank you to everyone who
came to help them. I felt it
was important to pass their
deep appreciation on to
you.

Please know your willing-
ness to serve others in their
time of need resulted in a
job well done.

Sincerely,

Ray Wiley, associate direc-
tor, Campus Recreation and
night shelter manager,
American Red Cross

Ray Wiley can be reached at
rwiley at mtsu.edu.

|

~—From the Opini's' Editor

Each year during hurri-
cane season, we are remind-
ed of the importance of help-
ing out our fellow citizens.
When a particularly strong

| storm hits, states across the
| south are called upon to pro-

vide assistance to those in
the weather’s wake.

This fall has been no excep-
tion, with Hurricane Gustav
forcing néarly two million
people to evacuate their
homes and move north.

As college students, there
tends to be a sense of detach-
ment from it all — that is to
say, most of us don’t have a
lot of money.

We don’t have any room
to shelter someone, and we
don’t often have lots of spare
time to devote to a disaster
effort.

But everyone has some-
thing to give. The ability to

Jessica Laven

volunteer your time is the
most precious gift you can
give to others — it’s person-
al, it's meaningful, and it’s
not that hard. According to
a press release provided by
the American Red Cross, “to
feed and shelter one person
is an estimated $30 per day
and the Heart of Tennessee
Chapter of the American
Red Cross spent approxi-
malely $13,350 each day for
six days to serve those most
vulnerable.”

mhmhmm-gﬂlmolvedl

smdomommmmmmm
Keathiey University Center Room 326
W

Ammmmumamum

mwm

MMW ’
Mondays and Thursdays from 10:00 am-6:30 pm
Fridays from 9:30 am-4:30 pm
mmmm:%

Sure, monetary donations
are important. It is essential
in order to provide all of the
things necessary for survival
such as food, clothing, medi-
cal treatment and shelter.
But volunteers give any relief
effort the human aspect that
money can’t buy.

Here on campus and in
the community, there are
numerous opportunities to
give your time and talents
to those in need. The office
of Student Organizations
and Community Service of-

fers events throughout the

year, enlisting volunteers for
projects such as the Alterna-
tive Breaks Program, Habi-
tat Blitz Build, and Up ‘il
Dawn.

Murfreesboro is home to
the Heart of Tennessee Chap-
ter of the Red Cross, which
is in need of volunteers for
many emergency response
situations, as well as com-
munity outreach projects.

If you only have an hour,
consider donating blood at
Murfreesboro’s Red Cross
donation center, which is
open five days a week.

Your level of involvement
is up to you. Whether you
choose to give of yourself
for an hour or forever, give
something. The benefits of
volunteering are worth much
more than any salary.

Jessica Laven can be reached
at slopinio@mtsu.edu.
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lliness doesn’t stop wish

A terminally-ill girl's wish to visit Hawaii becomes a reality through Kids Wish Network

By TIFFANY GIBSON
Campus News Editor

Eleven-year-old Samantha
Pate of Nashville is just one
of countless children across
the country that suffer from
terminal illnesses, some that
even hinder their future as-
pirations. But thanks to or
ganizations like the Kids
Wish Network, children like
Pate—who was sent on her
dream vacation to Hawaii
have a chance to see a wish
come true.

Pate suffers from
limb-girdle, which
affects the muscles
around the shoul-
ders and hips over a
period of time. Be
cause of this disease,
Pate is restricted to a
wheelchair and faces
difficulties with mo-
bility and breathing

During her trip, Pate vis-
ited the Hawaiian Waters
Adventure Park. She swam
with dolphins, took a tour of
the USS Arizona Memorial at
Pearl Harbor where she got
to meet survivors of the 1941
attack, and participated in a
luau.

Pate’s wish coordinator,
Vanessa Covolo, arranged
the luau especially for Pate so
she could experience a tradi-
tional Hawaiian meal.

“They have gone through so
much in their young life, that
for them to have one happy
moment means the world to
them,” Covolo says.

Pate describes her trip to
Hawaii as a life altering expe-
rience. She never thought she
would be able to participate
in certain activities.

“I got to do things that I've
never been able to do,” Pate
says. “My mama is trying to
get me to do a lot of stuff be-

Pate

fore I can’t walk anymore.”

Covolo says that Pate’s wish
was accepted on July 26 but
couldn’tbe granted until Aug.
8 because other children were
waiting in line betore her.

“It usually takes at least six
to eight weeks of planning
time,” Covolo says. “Saman-
tha had to wait a bit I‘)I)gk‘l'
because we only do one Ha
waii trip a month.”

Pate’s dream of
Hawaii meant the
her. And she didnt

wait

gommg Lo
world to
mind the
\ll«' L”k’\\
she’d be visiting the
H()[‘ILJ' state soon
enough

I 1T could ever
meet them [the
Kids Wish Networl
'.\I\l: kuul\!;lv 1Hors

N person Pate

| would never

Sdvs
forget them er
again

Covolo, who's been a wish

coordinator for over a
describes the Kids Wish Net
work as an excellent place to

Vear,

work. Being able to help chil-
dren see at least one dream
realized, she says, is a “very
rewarding” process.

Some of the wishes she has
helped fulfill include shop-
ping sprees, princess parties,
Disney World visits and ce-
lebrity meetings with John
‘ Ryan Sheckler
Kenny Chesney.

While joining her daughter
in Hawaii,

Cena, and

lammy Culwell
had the pleasure of watching
Pate soak up the sun on the
beach and playfully splash
around with dolphins. And
Culwell, who’s watched her
daughter endure this illness
for quite some time, can't
thank the Kids Wish Net
work enough for making
Pate’s wish come true.

“I've never ever had any-

¢

OF THE WEEK

Photo Courtesy The Homegrown Band
The members of The Homegrown Band perform at The Cannibus Cup, a music festival created by “High Times” editor Steven Hager.

Matthew, left, is one of

\

thing hike this betore. It 1as made hundreds of chil

alwavs been real hard to do drens dreams  come Irue

evervthing that’s been don 1 ross the country and within

ities in the Tennessec
Region. |

Culwell savs. “We are kind ol several

on (h‘ lower “!(I ) Y||:_ hud ven .hlllll\ 121.1 \ul
|

get making, so | thank them eve students with terminal

so much 1 wish there wer illnesses have been helped by
T!L networl

Ribvn
of the editorial department

Network  of the Kids Wish

wher things | could do tor

mber

them because of what they ve Larson, a me

done for her.
I'he Kids Wish

Network

explains that even though the
organization only works with
children from the ages of
three to 18, many of the kids
don’t receive their wishes un-
til they are 19 or 20.

‘As long as we have the
child’s wish application be-
fore they turn 18, we can do
the wish,” Larson says.

lo make sure the wish is

the many children who has had their dreams come true thanks to the Kids Wish Network.

really the applicant’s dream,
Larson says, the child must
be able to communicate what
their wish is. Applicants must
also have not already been
granted a dream by another
organization.

WISH, PAGE 8

Everyone can groove fo

e

ANa The Homegrown Band

Fans love the popular

local band’s cover songs
that keep them dancing

Prince. They also perform

By LAURA RAINES

For the guys of The Home
grown Band, life started on

['he Farm” in Summertown,
[enn. Instruments and vo
cals were always part of their
lives, and music was embed
ded deep in their roots.

“The Farm is a community
of families and friends liv
ing on three square miles in
southern Middle Tennessee,
according to The Farm’s Web
site.

Brothers Lenny and Mike
Cramer grew up with Glenn
Rohrbach on The Farm, and
were given the name, The
Homegrown Band.

“Our family and friends at
The Farm gave us our name
for obvious reasons,’
says.

Today, THB performs cov
ers from bands that continu
ally inspire them, such as
The Grateful Dead, Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Guns and Ros
es, The Talking Heads and

Lenny

originals that fans love to sing
along with, like “Groove” and
“Chance Meetings.”

“When we are at a show, we
like to play songs that every-
one knows and can get down
to so we cover fun bands,”
Lenny says.

The guys say they listento a
wide range of music from hip
hop to country and every-
thing in between. The musi-
cal stylings of Outkast, John-
ny Cash and Led Zeppelin all
jive together on Lenny’s iPod
;‘I.l‘."i\l\ His favorite song
right now is “In the Light” by
Led /,L'PPL"IH.

[he guys of THB are laid
back and easy going. They
have been playing together
now for 10 years and have
ideals.
Born and raised vegetarians,

many of the same
they believe strongly in leav
ing a small carbon footprint

and respecting others.

THB, PAGE 8
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In order to fulfill wishes,
the Kids Wish Network re-
ceives donations by individu-
als and organizations within
the area of the child.

“We have a significant do-
nor base,” Larson says. “We
have professional wish grant
ing specialists that contact
organizations within the area
to see if they would like to
get involved and sponsor a
child’s wish in their area. We
get a lot of support from the
community, as well.”

In addition to helping chil-
dren, Larson says that the
Kids Wish Network is inter-
ested in collaborating with
universities to help students
with terminal illnesses.

John Harris, director of
Disabled Student Services,
says a partnership with a
foundation such as the Kids
Wish Network could help
with scholarships and career
experience for MTSU stu-
dents.

“I would be very excited to
look into a partnership with
the Kids Wish Network,
Harris says. “I would love to
sit down and talk with them,
because I could see a lot of

possibilities coming out of

THB

FROM PAGE 7

“I was raised to believe that
we should take care of the
earth and regard other people
in our actions,” Lenny says.

Recently, the three-man
band was joined by a fourth
member, Luke Suave. He
does vocals and is the band’s
self-described hype man.

“Luke brings a great energy
to the shows, and we enjoy
having him with us,” Lenny

says.
Wall Street, located in
Murfreesboro’s historic

downtown district, is THB’s
favorite jam spot. The space
upstairs is big enough for a
small mob, and the bar keeps
the beer flowing as THB jams
with its many fans. This small,
intimate feel is appreciated by

something like that.”

Harris has been the direc-
tor of Disabled Student Ser-
vices for 22 years and recalls
events that have had a major
impact on his students.

“Our students were heav-
ily involved at one time in
student government,” Harris
says. “We had an organiza
tion, so we were guaranteed
to have a representative in
SGA. But two years ago, they
changed that.”

Harris fears that many of

the 650 to 700 disabled stu
dents on campus are not
aware of his office. He is de
termined to change this men-
tality by getting the word out
and teaming up with founda
tions such as the Kids Wish
Network. His logic is that if
collaborations like this were
to occur, then disabled-stu
dent offices around the coun
try could benefit from the
support and publicity.
Furthermore,
that Disabled Student Servic
es has been a major priority
And with a
new scholarship available t

Harris says

to the university.

disabled students, he feels like
more support is being showi
by community organiz
tions.

We finally got a perma
nent scholarship given to

by the Murfreesboro Liones

Photos Courtesy The Homegrown Band

Patrick, a young boy with a terminal-iliness, enjoys the wish that Kids Wish Network granted him by playing with a dolphin.

other organizations in an at

tempt to obtain more finan

ial aid for his students

| ‘ - ‘ Individuals with disabili-
ties are no different than any
me ¢lse, because we want the

opportunities

ind desires as the rest of the

1K HL‘('\I\.
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“I love THB, and I love biol \
Wall Street,” fan Beth Fowler THB travels to new towns, ment, w« held on a farm [SU worl
says. “To me, that’s the per- expanding the fan base and Cedarte n located in nortl
fect combo.” sharing their music with new  ern (G
When Murfreesboro finds crowds. In 2007, the guys Root
out that THB is playing, fans ventured outside the country was held in 1
flock to what they know will to Amsterdam and played at  in June Itoth tl
be an outstanding show that the world-renowned Can- nitics gave THE 4
never disappoints. During nabis Cup, alongside rap star  share its ralent
the school year, the band usu- Redman. You can check out  side world on a large - ;
ally plays to packed houses at that performance on mys- Outside of the ba ' ym
Wall Street, Bluesboro (which  pace.com/thbfunk. bovs stav busy f d fv h
will soon be the Blue Rooster) This summer, THB played usual i rl
and various house parties. at two music festivals. The torical restoration rai | ,
In the summer months, first, Southern Social Experi-  lin. Gle ntl hiate
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$254 900
Jane Anderson, 615482 /024

923 E. Lytle Street

Evening Care for Children
Kindergarden through $th grade

(behind Bell Street parking lot)

(615)904-8220

wwwmise.edu/ eesp Monday-Thursday 3:00-9:30

Fees:
first child 20.00 weekly,

eyl

registration 1200
s » additional children
Activities:
homework help - special guests and activites
art, seience, music, ect. activities  qualified feachers
W projects

\.

Back to school-do’s

Do get a great cut ,
o (...and DON'TS)

Don't JaCK it up t0 hegven

i

Do get a professional massage

Don't nap in the mall massagio-iounger

Do get a rejuvenating facial

v

Do get a real manicure

n's VOULIT PAIIE Lok v koYe
itk Ay With YOour Keys

¥ 7

233 Commerce Park Drive, Murfreesboro 615-896-0702 www.gci.ed
(Next to Coop on MTSU Bivd)

Wish Network at 727-937-
3600. Information about the
program is also available on
their Web site at www.kid-
swishnetwork.org,

For more information on
Disabled Student

world has,” Harris says. “We
want an opportunity to dis-
play our talent.”

If anyone knows of a child
between the ages of three and
18 that has a terminal illness
and would like to make a
wish, please contact the Kids

Services,

call 615-898-2783.

will
['hts
the weekend before President
Bush

Februarv.
\'-l” I‘C hL'ld on

happen in participate — and often come
out on top — in shows like
Battle of the Bands.

With a cool flow and an
endless repertoire, THB gives
rockin®  performances that
keep fans coming back for
more.

show

last dav inoffice and 1s

elebrate the begin
ractices almost ey
y da 1 prepare ton V,Iu”

thankiul to

POl
pPpol

tunity to

Don't be surprised
if you turn a few heads.

UNLIMITED
TANNING

518

L T T S S T T T T T S T T T T T |

Curting-Edge Beds + Knowledgeable Staff

[nviting Environment « Money-Saving Memberships

SUN TAN CITY

Let yourself shine.

South Church St., (Next to Starbucks)
West Northfield Blvd., (Next to Hollywood Video)
OId Fort Pkwy., (Across from Kobl's)
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SPORTS

Show some class

By CHAD MINTON
Contributing Writer

The Blue Raiders are com-
ing off the biggest win in
school history after defeat-
ing Maryland 24-14 this past
Saturday. But now, the team
must prepare for another
BCS opponent as it travels to
Lexington, Ky. to take on the
Kentucky Wildcats.

Maryland was a huge win
for MT, but Kentucky should
prove a much different chal-
lenge than the struggling
Terps presented.

“Obviously, defense is the
strength of their team,” MT
Head Coach Rick Stockstill
said at the teams’ Tuesday
press conference. “Their
front seven is very good, their
two cbrners are excellent, and
I think their linebackers are
good in there.”

The Blue Raiders’ offense
will face a much better pass
rush against Kentucky than
they did against Maryland.
The Wildcats like to bring a
heavy pass rush, which has
helped them climb to 10th
in the nation in overall de-
fense. The Kentucky defense
has been able to hold its op-
ponents to only five points
combined over the past two
contsests.

However, the Blue Raiders’
defense also looked impres-
sive in last week’s win, which
could be big against a Ken-
tucky offense that is clearly
rebuilding.

“I think right now they are
relying on the defense until
their offense finds its iden-
tity,” Stockstill said.

Aside from three wins
against Vanderbilt, the Blue
Raiders have never defeated
an SEC opponent. But the
team is not giving the Ken-
tucky game any special atten-
tion just because it’s an SEC
opponent.

“For us, it’s just the next
team on our schedule,” said
junior linebacker Danny Car-
" michael, who is coming off a
solid performance against
Maryland. Carmichael put
up three tackles and a clutch
interception in the 3rd quar-
ter that led to a Blue Raider
score.

One concern for the Blue
Raiders coming into Satur-
day will be the season-ending
knee injury to redshirt junior

On the road

Photo by Chris Barstad, staff photographer

again

Junior Patrick Honeycutt will be MT's most experienced receiver after Michael Cannon’s injury.

wide receiver Michael Can-
non.

“When a guy goes down,
it provides an opportunity
for others,” Stockstill said.
“There will be added respon-
sibility for other receivers,
and they will step up.”

The team will look to fresh-
man walk-on Andrew Banks
to possibly join the already
inexperienced the receiving
rotation. The receiving corps
has played well, particularly
in the Maryland game where
freshman receiver Malcolm
Beyah pulled in four catches

for 94 yards and two touch
downs.

“We will lose a guy in the
rotation.,” Stockstill said.
“We will try to get Andrew
Banks, a walk-on, some reps
this week and see what he can
do. When a guy goes down it
provides an opportunity for
others. There will be added
responsibility for other re
ceivers and they will
up.”

The meeting between the
Blue Raiders and the Wild-
cats will only be the second
meeting between the schools

step

and the first since a 44-22 M']
loss in 2002.

MT’s football program con-
tinues to challenge itself and
move to the next level since
joining the Football Bowl
Subdivision (formerly Divi
sion I-A) in 1999. Only three
non-BCS teams—East Caro
lina, Hawaii and MT-play at
least four BCS opponents this
season.

The Blue Raiders will try to
add the second straight BCS
win at Commonwealth Sta-
dium this Saturday at 6 p.m.

LEADERS

YARDS TDs YARDS TDs
PASSING PASSING
Joe Craddock 456 3 Mike Hartline 207 0
RUSHING RUSHING
Phillip Tanner 122 2 Derrick Locke 121 : |
RECEIVING RECEIVING
Malcolm Beyah 138 2 Dicky Lyons 76 1
TACKLES TACKLES
Jeremy Kellem 11 Four players tied 8
INT INT
Four players tied 1 Trevard Lindley 2
SACKS SACKS

Braxton Kelley 2
Johnny Williams 2

Five players tied 1
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Real Talk with
C-Bow

Casey Bowman

After having a few days
of reflection over the Mary
land win, I keep looking
back ahd can’t avoid the
negatives coming out of
Floyd Stadium.

Excuse my rant, but I
have a voice and an outlet-
so here it is.

I'm sick and tired of the
way that some of our “fans”
act during home football
games. I've been attend-
ing Middle Tennessee since
2004, and at one time was
considered by my friends to
be the rowdiest of the rowdy
when it came to MT foot-
ball.*

There comes a time when
you grow up though, and
stop the nonsense, and act
like an adult for once.

Obviously, some people
haven’t gotten that message,
or are just too stupid to
comprehend when they are
acting like jackasses.

It’s a knock on your uni-
versity when you act like a
belligerent idiot during a
game. Screaming f-bombs
at opposing players and
coaches while families with
young children sit next to
you is unacceptable.

Like it or not, the ma-
jority of the crowd in the
stands aside from students
are families with their little
children, who could possi-
bly represent the future of
our fan base.

What a great memory it
would be to tell your friends
15 years from now about
that time a drunk college
kid poured a Jack and Coke
all over you at the Middle
Tennessee game while he
was screaming obscenities
towards someone.

Sounds good, doesn’t it?

Moving on - laughing and
yelling at an injured player
as he is helped off the field is
unacceptable and absolutely
disgusting. There comes a
time when the game stops
and it becomes about ac
tual people. Mockery at that

By CHRIS MARTIN

Sports Editor

l'u”u\\'lng IS impressive
upset of the ACC’s Mary
land, the Blue Raiders won
the Sun Belt
Conference’s player of the

all three of

week awards.

quarterback Joe
Craddock was named SBC
Offensive Player of the
Week after completing 28 of

S€NI0T1

40 passes for 256 yards and
two touchdowns with no
interceptions while racking
up 28 rushing yards on nine
carries.

Junior cornerback Alex
Suber received the SBC's
nod for Defensive Player
of the Week for the work

point makes me question
you as a person and makes
me ashamed to say | go to
school with you and cheer
for the same team.

Yes, football is a game
but the participants are
real people with real lives.
Just because you couldn't
crack it on the junior varsity
squad in high school doesn't
give you the right to belittle
a man while he is down,
just because he’s living your
dream.

Many college football
players are just that — col-
lege football players. They
are enrolled in school like
you are, and the majority
are just there for a degree,
knowing that the next level
is probably unattainable,
and their degree is what will
get them through life.

Remember that the next
time you mock some-
one who just got his head
knocked off for his degree,
and ask yourself, “Whatam
[ giving up for my degree?”

Finally, I have one more
point to bring up: quit with
the “Bull Shit” chants.

Many fans need to go take
an introductory course to
the rules of football. Penal
ties aren’t just called for the
fun of it; they are called be
cause a penalty actually oc-
curred.

As strange as that sounds,
it’s true. The referees are not
coming to Floyd Stadium
looking to mess with MT’s
chances of winning. They
are there to officiate a game,
which is their job.

The pointless chants -
and we all know what I'm
talking about -
stop. They are pathetic and
make our student section
look like they have no idea
what's going on. If a quar-
terback runs outside of the
pocket and throws the ball
into the ground, that is not
a penalty, so don't yell BS at
the top of your lungs. Also,
holding can be called on
almost any play, so when it
called, it’s not BS either.

The next home game is a
couple of weeks away, and |
would encourage everyone
to act with a sense of pride
towards their university.

Folks, we have been there
now, so we can act like it.

need to

Casey Bowman is a senior
journalism major. He can
be reached at cbow0328@
gmail.com

he did covering preseason
\IIFACC first team wide
receiver Darrius Heyward-
Bey. Heyward-Bey had
three receptions for 90
yards, but 80 of those yards
came on a screen in the
third quarter. Suber also
sealed the win with his in
terception in the end zone
with just over two minutes
left on the clock.

Junior punter David De
Fatta was the SBC's top per
former on special teams.
DeFatta punted four times
with a 42-yard average. De
Fatta also contributed on
offense, connecting on a 28
yard pass to tight end Alvin
Ingle off a fake punt play in
the first quarter.
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Men’s basketball names new assistant head coach

By TONY STINNETT

1T Athletic Communications

Win Case followed the ad-
of a former college team-
mate who became a highly-
successful head coach when
pursuing the vacant Middle
men’s basketball
assistant coach position, and
he’s \ul‘ld he did.

Case, who has been part
of four national champion-
ships at the college level, has
been hired as an assistant
the Blue Raiders’ staff,
head coach Kermit Davis an-
nounced Monday.

Win is a proven head
coach and he won two na-
tional championships as a
head coach, which speaks for
itself.” “Win has
had a lot of opportunities to
gel 1o this level.

VICK

[ennessee

on

Davis said.

He came on
an interview and was blown
away by the community, the
school, the commitment and
he just thought this would be
1 good place for him and his
family.”

Case said a phone call
from Kansas head coach Bill
Self stimulated his interest in
the vacant position on Da
vis staff. Case and Self were
Oklahoma
Jeremy,

tcammates at
State and Case's son,
was a member of Kansas' na
tional championship team in
008 and is currently on the
wwks staff

ssistant

s a graduate

When | was trving to de-

cide if I was going to pursue
this position I got a call from
Bill Self and he just raved
about coach Davis,” Case
said. “(Self) told me coach
Davis was one of the best and
he told me I needed to look
hard at the position. At that
time the position had not
been offered but what coach
Self said certainly appealed
in terms of having an oppor-
tunity to work with a coach
who has that type of reputa-
tion. Coach Davis has a rep-
utation around the country
that is second to none.”

An opportunity to work
for Davis spurred his interest
in the opening and then Case
arrived on campus.

“First

and foremost was

the chance to work for one of

the best coaches in the coun-
try,” Case said of his decision
to work at Middle Tennessee.
“That got my initial interest
and then once | came here
and saw this university [ was
blown away with what they
have with the facilities and
how everything is run first
class.”

Case’s responsibilities will
include, but are not limited
to, recruiting, scouting, and
day-to-day preparation of
the Blue Raider basketball
team.

“Win has a
ality
upbeat attitude,’
“I believe 1t will }\L‘|}\
cruiting and (Case) will hely

great person
and 1 love his pdsitive
Davis \.iixj;

usinre

Photo Courtesy of

us on the court.”

Case compiled a 364-138

Vince Young returns

Following questions about desire,
Young returns to team’s facilities

By TERESA M. WALKER

AP Sports Writer

If Vince Young isn’t sure
he wants to play football
anymore, he didn’t show it
Wednesday.

He reported to work,
watched part of practice with
a wrap around his sprained
left knee and avoided report-
ers wanting to talk about his
mother’s comments indicat-
ing he doesn’t want to play
because of the negativity he’s
faced since being booed heav-
ily during a 17-10 win over
Jacksonville.

His coach and teammates
are sticking with their quar-
terback and the official story
that whatever happened that
prompted coach Jeff Fisher
to alert police to help locate
Young and check on his emo-
tional well-being was just a
misunderstanding. And that
it was blown out of proper-
tion by the media.

And no, Young doesn’t
have to prove his commit-
ment to either Fisher or his
teammates.

“He led us to the playoffs
last year. We just want him to
get healthy and back on the
field,” Fisher said.

Young stood with lineback-
er Keith Bulluck and former
college teammate Michael
Griffin for part of practice.
Bulluck said he knows Young
is fine after speaking with
him. The best way they can
help the quarterback? Go
beat Cincinnati on Sunday.

Bulluck said he’s seen Don-
ovan Mc¢Nabb and Steve Mc-
Nair get down after losses,
something that goes with the
. pressures of being the quar-
terback. He expressed his
confidence that Young will

take the good and the bad of

his position.

“That’s just things quar-
terbacks go through. They
probably wear red shirts for
a reason. They’re a little more
sensitive than any position
on the field,” Bulluck joked
before becoming serious. *
Being his third year I'm sure
he has a-lot on his plate like

we all do. I know he’ll re-
bound, and we’ll be all right.
That’s why I'm saying that
the situation will take care of
itself.”

Center Kevin Mawae called
Young still a leader whose
teammates trust and believe
in him.

“Anything that happens
outside the locker room will
be outside the realm of foot-
ball, that’s something that’s
between him and his family
and whoever’s handling that
with him,” Mawae said.

The quarterback didn’t talk
to reporters, but Fisher did
promise Young will speak “at
some point.”

Young is the only per-
son who knows what he was
thinking Monday when he
skipped an MRI exam to
determine the extent of his
sprained medial collateral
ligament. Fisher and a psy-
chologist met with the quar-
terback at his home, then he
took off in his Mercedes to
eat chicken wings and watch
football.

But whatever he said at
home prompted someone to
call Fisher, who said Tuesday
night the information he had
didn’t allow him the luxury
of waiting. On Wednesday,
Fisher only called it a mis-
understanding, but defended
what the team did as concern
for an employee.

For now, veteran Kerry
Collins will start. The Titans
signed Chris Simms as in-
surance Wednesday and will
not project when Young will
be healthy enough to play.
Fisher said the starter’s job
remains Young, but admit-
ted the quarterback has some
work to do.

“He has to put some things
back in perspective, and
first and foremost has to get
healthy,” Fisher said.

Young was booed in 2004
while in college when Texas
was shut out by Oklahoma,
and he was benched for the
second half of a win over
Missouri the next week. He
responded by never losing

another game.
That kind of success just
isn’t possible in the NFL, but

MT Athletic Communications
Win Case brings national championship experience to MT.

Young’s fellow quarterbacks |
are offering up suggestions '

on dealing with the unique
pressure of playing in this
league.

Collins, the fifth overall
pick in the 1995 draft, said he
didn’t learn how to handle all
the attention until he wound
up with his third team, the
New York Giants in his fifth
season. He said he’ll be happy
to be a resource for Young,
but hasn’t shared his own
story yet.

“I was a young guy who
played a lot, had
early and did some things
that looking back probably
weren't the right things to do.
Ilearned fromit. I think that’s
the most important thing, as
it is in life. You make mis-
takes, you learn from it and
move on,” Collins said.

Bengals receiver Chad
Johnson said football is fun,
while pressure is being sent
to fight in Iraq. Cincinnati
quarterback Carson Palmer,
who had to heal up from
his own knee injury, doesn’t
know Young well. But he be-
lieves the key is not to worry
about what anyone outsidé
the team says.

“If you're a guy who is al-
ways worried about what
people are saying about you,
it’s going to be tough, it’s go-
ing to eat at you and get at
you. But you need to experi-
ence it and figure it out and
learn to roll with it,” Palmer
said.

Aaron Rodgers has dealt
with his share of criticism in
Green Bay and suggests keep-
ing priorities straight.

“If you live your life and
you decide your joy and hap-
piness in life (is based) on
what people say about you or
think about you, you're go-
ing to be up and down every
day,” Rodgers said.

SUCCESS

record in 16 seasons as a head

coach. He won two national

FILM
FROM PAGE 3

Domestic  Violence
Sexual Assault
Rutherford and
counties.

With facts about abduc-
tion, assault and rape being
raised, the JAWC also wants

and
Services of

Cannon

championships as head coach
at Oklahoma City University.
He said looks forward to re-
cruiting to what he believes
is a great University with an
immense amount to offer.

“Recruiting is so impor-
tant, not only the type of
players in terms of athleti-
cism, but also good people
and I think the one thing I
can bring to the table is that
I am a people person and re-
cruiting is all about relation-
ships,” Case said. “1 want to
build upon those relation-
ships because it is so impor-
tant to having a successful
basketball program.”

Case said he has been im-
pressed with Middle Tennes-
see’s players during 4-on-0
workouts but he has been
even more delighted at the
type of people they are.

“I've been to a lot of differ-
ent places and I have never
been to a school and program
where .every single kid in
the program is low mainte-
nance,” Case said. “These are
really good kids and I made
a comment to coach Davis
after I met with all of them
and had a chance to talk with
them that I had never seen
this before. Not only are they
good players on the court,
but they also are good kids
and it’s a joy for me to work
with them.”

Case brings a wealth of
experience and success to
Middle Tennessee. He most

recently was head men’s bas-
ketball coach at Redlands
College. Case was at Red-
lands one season and his
team posted a 21-11 mark
in 2007-08. Prior to that he
spent two seasons at East-
ern Oklahoma State Col-
lege where he served as head
men's basketball coach and
athletics director.

Case was head coach at
Oklahoma City University
for 15 years, posting a 343-
127 record and winning the
NAIA National Champion-
ship in 1994 and 1996. Prior
to his 15 years as head coach
at Oklahoma City, Case
served as an assistant there
and was part of two national
championships (1991, 1992).
The 1992 squad was 38-0.

Case played two seasons at
Seminole Junior College and
led the team to a runner-up
finish in the NJCAA national
championship game. Follow-
ing two years of junior col-
lege, Case played two years
at Oklahoma State, where he
averaged 10.7 points as a se-
nior.

Case began his cdach-
ing career as an assistant at
Oklahoma Baptist in 1987.
He spent two seasons as an
assistant at Eastern Oklaho-
ma before joining the staff at
Oklahoma City University.

Case has two children—
Jeremy, 24, and Tiffany, 25.
He is married to the former
Rhonda Crowe.

to target new students and
inform everyone of the film’s
free distribution.

For more information on
the JAWC, students can go to
their Web site at www.mtsu.
edu/~jawec.

The film is also available
for free download on the
website,  www.justyellfire.

' O

com, and it is also available
to be copied to a DVD from
the JAWC.

“Itis a goal of JAWC to pro-
vide education and awareness
all year long,” Johnson said.

As Josh Holloway, a star
from ABC’s Lost, said in the
film, “It’s about saving the

world, one girl at a time.”

- RYMAN
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THANKS FOR VOTING US NASNVIll['S BEST PLACE TO HEAR LIVE MUSIC AGAIN THIS YEAR!
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NISSAN CONCERT SERIES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 156

O AR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Conor Oberstt
with Jemny Lewis

MONDAY, SEPFTEMBER 22

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

THE SWELL SEASON

OSCAR" WINNERS FOR BEST ORIGINAL SONG FROM “ONCE”

WEDONESDAY, OCTOBER B

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

SAREILLES S

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20

ROBERT EARL KEEN

TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10 AM
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BLACK KEYS

with special guest ROYAL BANGS
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