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COMMUTE 

Alumni Drive from Blue Raider 
Drive to Friendship Street will 
be closed for the fall semester 

for road improvements. With the 
closing of Alumni, there will be 

no access to the Library parking 
lot. During the construction 
period, the northern part of 

the parking lot by the Honors 
Building will be changed from 
green to white. The southern 
end of the lot by Ezell Hall will 
remain green for students. You 
will not be able to access the 
campus via Womack Lane. 

Due to construction, several lots 
have been rezoned. All legal 
parking areas are designated 
by signs, painted stripes, or 

other marks. Be sure to check 
the posted signs BEFORE you 
park your automobile. If it is not 

marked, don't park! 

For more information, visit 
www.mtsu.edu/-parking. 

Orlando Fd mist on 

Purse 
stops 
bullet 

By TIFFANY GIBSON 
Campus News Fdilor 

A 22 year 
old  female 
M T S U 
student 
walked 
away with 
no injuries 
after the 
calculator, 
sunglass 
case and 
umbrel- 
la   in   her 
purse stopped a speeding bullet 
from piercing her torso during an 
at tempted armed robbery near the 
McFarland building on Thursday. 

Elizabeth Pittenger, senior soci- 
ology major, said that this incident 
has definitely changed her mind 
about using an escort service after 
night classes. 

"I had just got in my truck and 
hadn't even had a chance to close 
my door before I realized some- 
one was standing there," Pittenger 
said. "All 1 could get out at first was 
'What are you doing here?' and my 
sister was still on the phone with me 
when he told me to give him my 'ef- 
fing' phone." 

Pittenger said Orlando Edmiston, 
20, demanded that she hand over 
her phone and laptop computer. 

"I wouldn't let go of my phone, 
and I know that was kind of stub- 
born of me, but I just held on to it," 
Pittenger said. "He still had the gun 
pointed in my face, and I got out of 
my truck to keep a struggle going 
with him so maybe someone could 
hear me yelling or see what was go- 
ing on to call the cops." 

After a few minutes of struggling, 
Pittenger said that he took a couple 
steps backward near the bed of her 
truck before turning around and 
firing his .38 caliber handgun. 

"When he finally got my phone 
out of my hand, he took a couple 
steps back towards the bed of my 
truck and turned around and raised 
his gun and fired a shot," Pittenger 
said. "He took off across the street 
to where the teacher's gravel lot is 
[near McFarland]." 

" I had my purse on my right shoul- 
der and the bullet actually went 
through the seam of my purse," Pit- 
tenger said. "It missed me by just a 
couple inches, and I am very lucky 
to still be here." 

Pittenger said she is thankful 
the situation didn't turn out even 
worse. 

Edmiston is being charged with 
attempted armed robbery, attempt- 
ed homicide and possession of a 
weapon on school property. Edm- 
iston is currently being held at the 
Rutherford County Adult Deten- 
tion Center where his bail has been 
set for $35,000. His court date is set 
for Nov. 10 at 8 a.m. 

Campus police Chief Buddy 
Peaster said that he is working with 
the District Attorney's Office to 
possibly add additional charges. 

"We've also had a few thefts on 
campus for the last few weeks near 
the library, in parking lots and 
across campus," Peaster said. 

To read more, visit us online. 

onfihe 
www.mtsusidelines.com 
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Phi Beta Sigma won second place at the NPHC step show on Friday in the Murphy Center. Not only did members of 
Phi Beta Sigma mock sororities and other fraternities, but one member dressed In a Barack Obama mask to step 
along with them. 

SEE H0MECOMNG, PAGE 2,3 FOR FULL STORES 

Custodial cuts leave 
MT in janitorial jam 
By TIFFANY GIBSON 
Campus Nev.s Ediloi 

Recent budget tuts have 
affected the custodial 
cleaning ol rest rooms and 

facilities on campus by forcing ad- 
ministrators to cut back on jani 
torial personnel and depend on a 
contract with Aramark employees. 

The cleaning problems shared 
by many buildings on campus are 
not because of neglect, but because 
of the lack of funds available, said 
President Sidney McPhee. 

"We are now being told that in 
the terms of the next budget year, 
don't expect any dollars for main- 
tenance period," McPhee said. "We 
are millions of dollars behind in 
needs to maintain our buildings." 

McPhee said this is a matter of 
resources. The funds are not avail- 
able for MTSU or any other uni- 
versities. 

"We expect Aramark to meet the 
basic contract, but employees want 
to see a regular [cleaning] sched- 
ule," McPhee said. "I've tried to 
make it very clear that we are going 
to see some negative impact." 

Phil Harper, accounting as- 
sociate professor, said he thinks 
that maintenance should have re- 
mained in-house for better clean- 
ing results. 

"If maintenance janitorial was 
in-house, it might cost the univer- 
sitv more, but you would have bet- 
ter control," Harper said. "Before 
it went to this bidding out contract 
system, we had a lot better cleanli- 
ness ,wn\ things were supplied." 

Harper, who works in the Busi- 
ness Aerospace building, said he is 
disgusted with the conditions the 
South wing rest rooms are in. 

"It has not been uncommon, 
particularly in the South wing of 
the building, for the restrooms to 
be in terrible condition," Harper 
said. "Atrocious, pitiful and all of 
the adjectives I might sit here and 
try to condor up apply, because the 
lack of attention." 

Angela Harris, senior criminal 
justice major, said that the rest- 
rooms in the BAS are often un- 
clean and look dirty. 

"There is no toilet paper in the 
stalls, and you have to bother 
someone else to get some," Harris 
said. 

"And there is always paper tow- 
els on the floor." 

John Cothern, senior vice presi- 
dent, said that there is a require- 
ment that Aramark employees 
clean restrooms daily. 

"It's not unusual that a custodian 
or two will not show up at night tor 

Photo by Alex Blackwelder. photography editor 

Aramark employees fall to clean 
restrooms In BAS. 

work, and once we know that, we 
bring someone in to clean it dur- 
ing the day," Cothern said. "Every 
rest room should have a sign it in 
that says 'if any problems call this 
number,' and that's the Aramark's 
supervisor's number." 

Cothern also said that MTSU 
has the right to penalize Aramark 
by a 20 percent fee if cleaning stan- 
dards are not met. 

To read more, visit us online. 

onlTne 
www.mtsusidelines.com 
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# HOMECOMING 2008 

Phoio by Alex Blackwelder. phoiography editor 

CASINO NIGHT 
"It's been a lot of years since we've had a Casino 

Night, and this actually really gives students an oppor- 
tunity to do something they couldn't normally do in 
Murfrccsboro," said Debra Sells, vice president of Aca- 
demic Support Services. 

Casino Night helped with the theme, 'Bet on Blue,' 
allowing students to interacted with real slot ma- 
chines, poker tables and blackjack tables. 

I 
Phoio by Alex tiLukwelder, phoiogtjphv till lor 

r 

FIGHT SONG 
Fight Song kicked off Homecoming Oct. 23 in the 

Murphy Center at 7 p.m. 
First place was awarded to Alpha Chi Omega, Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon, Sigma Epsilon and I'i Kappa I'hi. Sec- 
ond place went to Alpha Delta I'i, Sigma \u and Beta 
Theta Pi and third place was Chi Omega and Alpha Tail 
Omega. 

SWAP DAY 
"Homecoming Swap Day was a huge success," said 

Sondra Wilson, Student Government President. "We 
had 200 more shirts this year than we did last year so we 
were able to give them to football players." 

The shirts were great this year too because they dis- 
played our Homecoming theme really well," Wilson 
said. "I was happy with how much participation we had 
this year with the Swap Day, it was a great turn out." 

Photos by Jay Bailey, staff photographer 

NPHC fuses old school with new 
school flavor at Step Show 
By JESELYN JACKSON 
Staff Writer 

This past Friday, Delta 
Sigma Theta won the overall 
competition at the 28th an- 
nual "Step Show" sponsored 
National Pan-Hellenic Coun- 
cil during MTSU's week of 
Homecoming festivities. 

Members of Kappa Alpha 
Psi, Phi Beta Sigma and Al- 
pha Phi Alpha fraternities as 
well as the Sigma Gama Rho 
sorority also participated in 
the competition. 

This year marked the third 

consecutive win for the Del- 
tas. 

"It feels great that all our 
hard work has paid off," said 
Hillary Shaw, senior industri- 
al-organizational psychology 
major and Delta member. 

The Deltas, with their Simp- 
son themed routine, also won 
first place in the competition 
against Sigma Gama Rho. 

"It took awhile for us to 
come up with our theme," Saw 
said. "A lot of brain storming 
and help from our coaches is 
what made this win tonight 

possible."' 
The Alphas won first place 

among the fraternities with 
their MC Hammer themed 
routine. The Sigmas and 
Kappas won second and third 
place respectively. 

"It feels great to win," said 
Sterling Reed, senior account- 
ing major and Alpha mem- 
ber. "It took long nights, hard 
work, dedication and a lot of 
bumps and bruises for a great 
show." 

The winners were presented 
with trophies, the largest one 

going to the Deltas for win- 
ning best overall. 

The event was open to the 
public and had a large num- 
ber ot returning alumni inat- 
tendance. 

"1 really enjoyed the show," 
said limmie Wilson, 2003 and 
2006 graduate. "It's great to 
see so many people come out 
and support Ml SI' Greeks." 

Guest performances includ- 
ed Soulichith and the Impac 
Dance Crew in addition to 
members of Fisk University's 
chapter ot Omega Psi Phi. 

Photo bv Alex Blackuelder. photographv editor 

The group Impac performed at the Step Show on Friday. 

Homecoming information compiled by Alex Moorman, Assistant News Editor 

Intended for 
YOU 

-to read. 

They agree on one thing. 
Do a good deed. Give patients hope. 

Stay PTIL DAWN 
Feb. 20-21 from 7:00 pm- 3:00 am 

How to Join the Party: 
Facebook: Up 'Til Dawn 2008 
www. mtsu.edu/~uptldaMfn 
615.904.8270 

TIL DAWN 
KMIOMKirjUMOIMtfm 

college'program 
IS COMING THIS WEEK! 

Middle Tennessee State University 

Wednesday, November 12 

7:00 PM 

and 

Thursday, November 13 

3:00 PM 

Keathley University Center, Room 313 

Come discover why the Disney College Program 
is an opportunity you just can't miss! 

Are you a college student who is looking for 

A paid internship opportunity that will stand out on 
a resume9 

- A chance to build your resume and gam real-world 
experience with a world-renowned company? 

- A custom-designed learning curriculum that could 
earn you college credit9 

- An opportunity to meet people trom around the world, 
make lifelong friends and have fun? 

Apply online and bring your application to the presentation. 

I M 
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Events and Activities & 

Pholo by lav Bailey, slaff photographer 

Pi Sigma Epsilon took first place in the university's 
Annual Homecoming Chili Cook-off. The Cook-off 
took place Friday, November 7 on MTSU campus. 

The second place was tied between Alpha Delta Pi, 
Alpha Phi Alpha, Beta Theta Pi, Sigma Nu and Sigma 
Gamma Rho and the second group was Alpha Chi 
Omega, Pi Kappa Phi, Sigma Phi Epsilon, Sigma Al- 
pha Epsilon and Kappa Alpha Psi. 

Phoios bv Alex Blacknelder. photograph \ editor 

The Horse shoe competition was held in the Recre- 
ation Center and while everyone did their best, 1st place 
girls went to Alpha Chi Omega and 1st place gu\ s went 
to Alpha Tail Omega. 

"It helps students gel involved on campus and cel- 
ebrating Homecoming," said Sondra Wilson, Student 
(ioverment Association president. 

STEP SHOW 
"It's a different experience, a lot ot people don't k now 

about stepping," said Melanie lones, junior pre law 
major. "Every year there are more people than the vear 
before." 

Delta Sigma Theta won the overall step competition 
at the 28th annual "Step Show" sponsored National 
Pan-Hellenic Council during MTSU'l week of Home 
coming festivities. 

Photos bv lav Bailev. stafl photographer 

Homecoming winners 
'tickled blue' over victory 
By ALEX MOORMAN 
\ssistant News t.ciiiur 

Alumni, students, faculty 
and community members all 
joined in Saturday to bet on 
blue, with the annual Home- 
coming Parade, Raider Walk 
and Homecoming game. 

Homecoming day kicked off 
at 10 a.m. with the Homecom- 
ing Parade where Murfrees- 
boro and MTSU commu- 
nity members watched floats 
decked out with each organi- 
zations idea of just how they 
planned to 'Bet on Blue.' 

"We worked reallv hard ev- 

ery night of the week some- 
times staying up until 3 a.m. 
or 4 a.m.," said Bethany lack- 
son, senior education and be- 
havioral science major and 
member of Kappa Delta. 

The parade was held to 
showcase the time and ettort 
put into each float but also 
to get attendees excited and 
ready for the big Homecom- 
ing day game. 

The first place float win- 
ners were Alpha Chi Omega, 
Pi Kappa Phi, Sigma Phi Epsi- 
lon, Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
Kappa Alpha Psi. Second place 
went to Alpha Omicron  Pi, 

Sigma Chi, Kappa Alpha and 
1 ambda Theta Alpha. Third 
place went to Alpha (iamma 
Rho, Kappa Helta, Tau Kappa 
Epsilon, Sigma Pi and Delta 
Sigma Theta. 

"It's a great feeling to walk 
behind your float in the parade 
with all the people you have 
worked with so hard and then 
find out we won third place, 
"Jackson said. "Our work re- 
ally paid off." 

The parade was followed 
by the "Raider Walk," which 
consisted of the band playing 
as the football players walked 
past Walnut Grove and into 

Photo bv Ava Matsuo. contributing photographer 

The band of blue march in the Parade on Middle Tenn. Boulevard 

the stadium. The Raider Walk 
is also an annual event that 
helps the community show 
their appreciation to the play- 
ers for all of their hard work 
during the season. 

I believe that Homecoming 
was a huge success," said Steven 

Disser, member of Sigma Nu 
fraternity. "We had a great Stu- 
dent Government Association 
Homecoming Director, Claris 
s.i Blackwood who put so much 
hard work into every detail. 

The Homecoming game was 
the last of the Homecoming 

Pholo In \l> • KI.M kv,elder, phniug I" rdMw 

Meredith Howell gets crowned. 

festivities. MTSU won 24-21 
against University <>l Florida- 

lo read more, visit us online. 

www.nTtsusidelines mm 

Information 
Meeting 

TONIGHT 
KUC Room 316 

Free Food! 

BE A FOUNDER 
Leave Your Legacy at MTSU 

Kaopa Sigma one ot America s oldest 
and largest fraternities is seeking 
undergraduate 3nd graduate men who 
are interested in being founding 
members of the new Chapter at MTSU. 
\ap?a Signal s a rvn-ha:ing fraternity 
nasea on: Scholarship Leadership 
Fellowship and Service. 

For more information contact: 
Matt Rippetoe 

S59-333-8954orarea2armlgmail.com 
www.kappasigma.org 

Notable Kappa Sigma Alumni: 
• Jim Free - Washington  DC: lobbyist 
• Todd Abner - Brentwood. TN - 
entrepreneur: founder of Horizon 
Resource Group 
• Andy Beasley - Brentwood, TN - ownei 
of Brentwood Realty  a loading real 
estate broker 
• Reel Hunt     Nashville   TN     President 
ol 1 lu' Strategy Group  ,i puhlu affairs 
i onNult inu f it ro 
• Andy Bailey - Franklin  TN- 
entrepreneur     owner of N.it ton Link 
Wireless  / 
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Photo bv Ale* Blackwrldr r. photogtaphv editor 
Charles Rickett tastes Davy Crockett's chili entry. He said the 
restaurant's chili was spicy, but he liked it. 

Chili cook-off 
raises money 
for athletics 

Photo hv Ma BlackweMer, photograph) rdiioi 
Margot Cox and Megan Cassano serve Charles Rickett chili at the Student Athletic Trail- ng /  isoc rtion'S seco.iU annual cook-off 

Training for your Future 
ESaBHuKtH 

■■■■l 

AUDIO TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 

Open House - November 15th from 2-5 P.M. 
Classes begin January 12th. 
Financial Aid is available to those who qualify 

INSTITUTE 

--. C---C2:;: 

By BYRON WILKES 
( ommunin 

The MTSU Studenl Athlel 
ic Training Association held 
its second annual chili cook 
off Sunday from II a.m. to 3 
p.m. in the Kroger parking 
lot on Rutherford Boulevard. 

Puleo's Grille of Murtrees 
boro won for the second year 
in a row with its red and 
white bean chicken chili. 

"Our chili is made with 
love and care," said Brian 
Brccce, general manager of 
Puleo's who was accompa- 
nied by chef Mark Shelton. 

Tickets were sold for $5 for 
an adult and $3 for children 
ages 5 through 12. Children 
under the age of 4 were al- 
lowed in free of charge. 

"The money we raise will 
be used to go to symposiums 
and things like that," said Sa- 
die Coffer, senior in sports 
medicine. 

According to Hilary Clark, 
junior in athletic training, 
going to conferences can be 
very expensive for the aver- 
age member. 

"doing to conferences like 
NATA (National Athletic- 
Trainers Association) and 
SEATA (Southeast Athletic 
Trainers Association) just 
helps us network a lot," said 
("lark. "We're able to meet 
people outside in the real 
world." 

Five contenders were pres- 
ent at the cook-off, includ- 
ing Miles & Miles of Chili, 
Southern Kitchen Jim 'N 
Nick's Bar-B-Q, Purple 
Truck Chili, Puleo's Grille 
and Davy Crockett's Road- 
house. 

Each contender brought a 

different angle to chili reci- 
pes, and participants were 
allowed to taste all of them 
by presenting their ticket. 

"People come to our res 
taurant jusl for the chili," 
said Margol * ox, general 
manager of Davy Crock- 
ett's Road house. "Today we 
brought our Tennessee chili, 
which has two secret ingredi- 
ents: coffee and beer." 

Others relied on family 
recipes to best the competi- 
tion. 

"I've always made the chili 
in the family so I came out 
when my son, who is in ath- 
letic training, asked me to," 
said Chad Miles of Miles & 
Miles of Chili. "[Our chili] 
has a little bit of sweet heat 
to it." 

Larger franchise restau- 
rants also entered the com- 
petition to compete with 
Murfreesboro locals and try 
to gain chili stardom in the 
annual cook-off. 

"Our chili has a lot of pep 
pers in it," said Aubrey Bar- 
bera of Southern Kitchen Jim 
"N Nick's Bar-B-Q. "It's all 
about the flavor." 

The Purple Truck team's 
chili relied on using a dif- 
ferent type of meat than the 
competitors. 

"Our chili is a brisket chili," 
said Dave Story of the Purple 
Truck team. "We came out 
because we know Hilary." 

At the end of the cook-off, 
a raffle was held and ticket 
holders were given the chance 
to win a variety of door prizes 
such as gift certificates from 
local restaurants like Santa Fe 
Steakhouse and O'Charley's 
and other businesses such as 
Bath and Bodv Works. 

TttjRS^ 

Campus Briefs 
Book reading 
Dr. lack lustin Turner, au- 

thor of the newly released The 
foxes and the Hounds, Vol- 
ume One, Big Medicine River 
Days, will present a free and 
open reading from the novel 
at 6 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 
10, at the MTSU Foundation 
house, 324 W. Thompson 
Lane in Murfreesboro. 

Free Pepper Spray Class 
for Women 

Thursday, Nov. 13 
Time: 6p.m. until 9 p.m. 
Location: MTSU Police 

Department Training Room 
Contact: David Smith at 

692-2424 or 494-8855. 

Holiday Boot Camp 
("Iasses begin Nov. 10 

Monday thru Friday 
Time: 12:30 p.m. until 

1 p.m. 
Registration: Campus Rec- 

reation office 

Etiquette Dinner 
Tuesday, November 11 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: lames Union 

Building 
Cost $10 per person 
Contact: Career Develop- 

ment Center 898-2500 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Nov. 12 
Time: 12 p.m. 4 p.m. 
Location: Alpha Gamma 

Rho house on Greek Row 
Sponsored by: Alpha Gam- 

ma Rho and Kappa Delta 

■ f'^r"--iifpi;t:* r IT   II" I-*. 

^^H 
Atlanta • Los Angeles • Miami • Nashville • New York 

Over 50 locations in 24 countries 

www.sae-nashville.com 
Nashville Campus,- 7 Music Circle- North. Nashvillu TN 37203 Phone: 615.244.5848 

START BEC< 

START BUILDING CONFIDENCE. 

SlfcRT P» 'OURSELF. 

ERKtNC EXPECTATIONS. 

dT 

START BUILDING L 

■G—-*? 

SHIP. 

START TAKING ON CHALLENGES. C 

"*  - -y ' 

START BUILDING A 

START CHALLENGING YOUR STRENGTHS. 

START STRONG. 

J ***• '■ -* 

- "■ ".'-'i» •■-1 

'•re's stronq. Then there's Army Strong. Enroll in the Army ROTC 
ider's Traininq Course at MTSU and you will be ready tor life af- 
Ndllege. Because when you attend this 4-week leadership devei- 
"~lt course, you will take on new chalienqes and adventures. You 

so be on course for a career as an Army Officer. 

To qet started, contact Major Brannom at 615-898-2470 
or lbrannom(f>mtsu.edu. 

U.S.ARMY ] 

l/3i,VJU5 

EARN A $5000 BONUS, A SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY, 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT ARMY ROTC IN 

id frxjbv "" Unil-rl YUt.s Army. All r 

AND A CAREER 
RM. 1 FORREST 

9 

THIS SUMMER! 
HALL 
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OPINIONS 
FROM THE 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

A campus 
shooting is 
worth a text 

By now, most of us know 
that there was a shot fired 
on campus Thursday night. 
While we're very grateful that 
the situation was handled 
switfly by campus police, we 
feel that a text message would 
have allayed many fears. 

There were probably hun- 
dreds who heard the gunshot. 
For those who were there, a 
text message to the effect of 
"Shots fired on campus. Sus- 
pect apprehended. Continue 
campus activities" would have 
given necessary information 
to allow students to carry on 
with their business without 
fear. Instead, many students 
were left to wonder what they 
had heard and to worry about 
whether or not they should be 
afraid or stay indoors. 

We received a bunch of e- 
mails later that night and into 
the early morning, a series of 
identical messages one after 
the other. We're glad that the 
suspect was caught, and that 
Chief Peaster was confident 
they had nabbed the suspect, 
but how could the police know 
he didn't have an accomplice? 
They didn't, and after every- 
thing that's happened this se- 
mester, it would be better to be 
safe than sorry. 

If a tornado watch warrants 
a text message, then a shoot- 
ing certainly does too. 

Cutting 
custodial 
funds is 
garbage 

MTSU President Sidney 
McPhee has recently an- 
nounced that budget cuts will 
force the campus to rely more 
heavily on Aramark employ- 
ees to perform tasks such as 
cleaning bathrooms than on 
MTSU's own janitorial per- 
sonnel. 

Apparently, Aramark em- 
ployees will be forced to pick 
up where MTSU is cutting 
back on custodial tasks. 

Complaints about the state 
of bathrooms are nothing 
new, graffiti and shortages of 
toilet paper and paper towels 
being the most prevalent. 

MTSU should reconsider 
leaning too heavily on con- 
tracted employees from an- 
other company and should 
instead strive to maintain its 
own more efficient—albeit 
smaller—custodial staff. Re- 
lying on Aramark employees 
not only brings about admin- 
istrative complications but 
also the issue of how and by 
whom such jobs will be del- 
egated. 

The fact of the matter is 
that Aramark employees 
have a lot on their hands as it 
is and adding to that list the 
full responsibilities of a jani- 
torial staff is not a pragmatic 
solution to the university's fi- 
nancial situation. 

And let's not even delve 
into the notion that the same 
people handling our food will 
be handling our bathrooms' 
sanitation. 

A/^/Vg  A/yie-tidojoVQUi |f|Q 

PI Ma$/i/yi 

16a/ A six-part series examining 
y«zw Alicia* diversity on campus 

Walking in the shoes of others 

Vincent Windrow 
Guest Columnist 

No, 1 am not a Native Amer- 
ican student, and chances an' 
neither are you. But since we 
introduced this six-part col- 
umn series weeks ago with 
a reference to walking in 
somebodv else's moccasins," 
it is fitting that we end the 
"Blank Like Me scries with a 
nod to our country's original 
inhabitants. 

November is Native Amer- 
ican Heritage Month, if you 
didn't already know. And 
I guess the state of our not 
knowing is rationale for all 
the previous "Blank Like Me" 
columns. That is, because we 
don't know about the experi- 

ences of others who may not 
look, talk, dress and live like 
us, we are prone to draw con- 
clusions and propagate ste- 
reotypes that can be actually 
diametrically opposed to the 
truth. 

Hopefully, this collabora- 
tion between Sidelines and 
the Office of Intercultural 
and Diversity Affairs has af- 
forded you the opportunity 
to become more familiar with 
other members of our MTSU 
family. 

This final column, as al 
ready mentioned, is designed 
to celebrate America's hen 
tage and to provide a closer 
look at the daily life ot a Na 
tive American here on Ml 
SU's campus. 

Would 1 even notice a Na- 
tive American dressed in I e 
vi s and a Blue Raider sweat- 
shirt as a Native American? 
Frankly, I dunno. 

My generation's image of 
Native Americans was in- 
fluenced by old westerns in- 

tentionally depicting Native 
Americans as heathens and 
savages, with obvious non- 
Native Americans in the paid 
acting roles. 

Crazy stuff- but not nearly 
as crazy as those Thanksgiv- 
ing-like portrayals of peace 
and   partnership.   Sorry   to 

lation of this land stands 
head and shoulders above all 
else. 

All other abominations 
pale in comparison. 

Millions of innocent peo- 
ple died. Thousands of acres 
were confiscated. Languages 
disappeared.   Culture   was 

ff My generation's image of Na- 
• • tive Americans was influenced 
by old westerns intentionally depict- 
ing Native Americans as heathens." 

burst your bubble kiddos, but 
many ot those outrageously 
biased stones that we were 
taught as youngsters have 
turned out to be about as-true 
as "little Red Riding Hood" 
and "The Three Bears." 

Our country's great history 
is littered with dishonorable 
policies and pursuits. Howev- 
er, its treatment of and dam- 
age to the indigenous popu- 

co-opted. Religion was lost. 
Dreams were shattered. And 
the cake-taker was that the 
blood of it all was justified in 
the name of national secu- 
rity. Sound familiar? 

As for MTSU, I wonder 
how our Native American 
students feel about their ex- 
perience here. Do they need 
assistance in becoming as- 
similated? Is it even impor- 

tant to them to be ethnically 
identified? Do they desire a 
voice in the many ongoing 
conversations that are tak- 
ing place here on campus? 
Do they order "fire water" at 
the bar? Is their story being 
accurately represented in our 
textbooks, plays and special 
presentations? How do they 
feel about interculturalism? 
Would   they   be   offended 
if someone called them a 
"squaw?" Do they have a de- 
finitive and monolithic take 
on Obama as President? Is 
there still a pebble in their 
moccasin or a rock in their 

jock regarding the less than 
inhumane manner in which 
their people were treated? 
Holla if you hear me! 

Vincent Windrow is the 
director of intercultural and 
diversity affairs and can be 
reached at vwindrow@mtsu. 
edit. He is the sixth and final 
writer featured in our six- 
week "Like Me" series. 

Want to write an opinions column? We're interested in what you have to say. 
Talk to us. slopinio@mtsu.edu or Mass Comm 269. 

FACES IN THE CROWD 
With the 
recent inci- 
dents this 
semester, 
do you feel 
safe on 
campus? 

Hughes 
"No. I just kind of feel 
there's a reason for the 
crimes and I'm not in- 
volved in them." 

Sarah Hughes, graduate 
Mass communications 

Taylor 
"Anywhere yon go, there's 
going to be things happen- 
ing. You're aJways going to 
he at risk." 

James Taylor, senioi 
I ihcrul studies 

Amster 
"No, I don't feel less safe. 
It happens anywhere." 

Trey Amster, junior 
Business Administration 

Smith 
"Yes, I hate walking 
around at night because I 
know people get robbed." 

Teresa Smith, senior 
Sociology 
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Video Game Review: Fable II 

Action-packed RPG 
simple, repetitive 
By JAMIE LOVETT 
Contributing Writer 

Fable II, developed by Peter 
Molyneux's team at Lionhead 
Studios, is the second game 
in the Fable franchise. The 
games aim to place players in 
the shoes of a legendary hero 
in the world of Albion while 
providing free reign for them 
to choose a lifestyle and mor- 
al code to follow. 

The game, which was re- 
leased late last month, strives 
to do great things, imple 
ments some good ideas, and 
has shining spots of bril- 
liant narration. I'ltimately, 
though, it suffers due to the 
mechanical feel of the char- 
acters thai populate Albion 
and the similarly mechani- 
cal social game-play systems 
thai allow your hero to affect 
l hem. 

Fable JJ's story begins 500 
wars after the original. The 
heroes that formerly popu- 
lated Albion have vanished, 
leaving them truly as the 
stuff of myth. 

The player's journey begins 
as a child living as an orphan 
in the city of Bowerstone. 
After being convinced by an 
old, blind woman to buy a 
magic music box, the main 
character begins a chain of 
events that will ultimately 
lead to the player being raised 
in a gypsy camp. 

A decade later, the hero 
makes his or her return to 
Bowerstone, ready to right 
the wrongs that were done 
and claim the mantle of he- 
roes past. 

Where the hero goes from 

there is up to the player. 
There is always a quest 
meant to push forward the 
game's main plot, but the 
player is free to take on other 
tasks. Some of these include 
getting married, having chil- 
dren, getting a job or spend- 
ing money. 

It may sound as if there is a 
lot to do in Albion, but it all 
ends up being a bit repetitive. 
The various jobs are more or 
less the same - a mini-game 
consisting of hitting the A 
button at just the right time. 

Fable II could have ben- 
efited greatly by adding some 
sort of dialog tree to social 
interactions. Instead, heroes 
learn expressions by reading 
books. These expressions in- 
clude things like dancing and 
breaking wind. So instead of 
having conversations, players 
are forced to communicate 
through jigs and tarts. 

Somehow this tust doesn't 
convey a lot of depth of char 
acter. 

Instead ol rich conversa 
tions and endearing court- 
ships, players end up spam- 
ming whatever expression 
is his or her chosen mate's 
favorite and then moves 
them right into their marital 
home. 

The game's combat feels 
much smoother than the 
rest of the game, although 
its magical aspects get a little 
cumbersome. 

The set up is simple: one 
button swings your sword, 
another shoots your ranged 
weapon and a third casts 
spells. You can level up these 
three aspects with experience 

points to gain new abilities 
such as "roll," "flourish" and 
"counter" to spice up your 
battles. 

You can also learn new 
spells or level up old ones. 
Once you've done so, higher- 
level versions of spells can 
be cast by holding down the 
spell-casting button for a 
longer period of time. Dif- 
ferent spells can be placed at 
different points on the spell- 
casting meter. 

This works well enough, 
but it can be troublesome 
to try to switch spells in the 
middle of battle, as it requires 
use of the otherwise sidelined 
D-pad. Sometimes the player 
will get stuck in the spell se- 
lection menu while bad guys 
are beating his or her hero ta 
a pulp. 

Usually it's not a hugi 
sue, but smoother spell Iran 
sition would have been nice 
Otherwise, combat is simple 
enough    for   the   inexperi 
enced player to button mash 
through. 

The games narrative is 
pretty standard fantasy fair - 
there's a bad guy planning to 
do bad things and the main 
character has to stop him. 

There are moments when 
the game achieves something 
greater and closer to its goal 
of placing the weight of mo- 
rality firmly on the player, 
most notably when the hero 
first visits the Tattered Spire. 

Without spoiling any- 
thing, the game leaves its 
fairly stark are-you-good-or- 
are-you-evil approach, and 
instead asks the player just 
how much of a hero he or she 

Concept art courtesy Lkmhead SOMHI 

really is. 
The consequences aren't 

dire enough to make anyone 
lose sleep over his or her de- 
cision, but they are presented 
so well that it will still leave 
a lasting impression on the 
player. Unfortunately, de- 
spite being warned that the 
world has changed when you 
finally get to leave the Spire, 
most things appear largely 
the same. The slores arc sell- 
ing the same goods, and even 
many of the quests you left 
behind are still waiting for 

you. 
Fable II is not a bad game. 

It's just a game that doesn't 
live up to its own lofty goals. 
It seems to consistently 
choose quantity over quality 
in its social aspects, prefer- 
ring breadth to depth. 

The solid combat and oc- 
casionally interesting narra- 
tive makes it a fun venture 
for anyone simply looking 
lor an enjoyable action role- 
playing game. lust don't be 
surprised if the social aspects 
feel a bit dry. 

Book Review: How Soon is Never? 

Spin writer explores life through music 
By KATY COIL 
Assistant Features Editor 

In his first novel, How Soon 
is Never?, former Spin jour- 
nalist and head-writer Marc 
Spitz recalls the days before 
emo was a genre, when New 
Wave ruled and a boy from 
Long Island fell in love with 
The Smiths and the girl of his 
dreams. 

Joe Green is a small-time 
rock journalist who parties 
with kids 10 years younger 
than him and is in a slow, 
drug-and-sex-induced back- 
slide. He finds that the scene 
kids and modern music are 
shams that are controlled by 
corporate music institutions. 
These corporations tell them 
what to wear, how to act and 
what to listen to. 

In particular, Joe calls 
out one girl wearing a Sonic 
Youth shirt that can't recog- 
nize any songs by the band 
when he puts on one of its 
records. Green recounts how 
he "reclaimed [his] rock 'n' 
roll soul" and his unrequited 
love, Miki, by taking a trip 
back to the 80s. 

The true story begins in 
Long Island during the Rea- 
gan years, when Cold War 
fears still loom large and 
Joe's parents divorce. He gets 
his first exposure to music 
through the Rolling Stone 
magazines he picks up while 
visiting Nick, one of the guys 
his dad crashes with post-di- 
vorce, and listening to Nick's 
record of The Clash. 

Visiting his dad in Lex- 
ington, Ky., Joe comes across 
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m 
his first record store where a 
girl named Jane gives him a 
make-over, his first kiss and 
introduces him to everything 
punk rock. 

When he comes back to 
Long Island, his mother and 
her new fiance have enrolled 
him in the snooty Woodmere 
Academy. There, Joe stands 
out as a punk rocker and is 
introduced to New Wave by 
fellow outcast and new friend 

John. 
Together, Joe and John col- 

lect a group of fellow Wood- 
mere misfits. When Joe is 
introduced to The Smiths 
via mix tape, he completely 
rids himself of his punk-rock 
ways and does everything to 
emulate the style of his new 
idol, Morrissey. 

Joe and his friends eat, 
breathe and sleep The Smiths. 
They become horrified when 

the MTV and John Hughes 
collaborate to make New 
Wave so mainstream that the 
jocks and populars actually 
think they know what its all 
about. This is referred to as 
"angstsploitation." 

Joe has his first religious 
experience at his first Smiths 
concert. 

Things seem to be getting 
better for Joe, but then the 
world starts to fall apart all 
around him. He looses his 
best friend and breaks up 
with his first love after find 
ing out she cheated on him. 
The Smiths ditch their con 
cert plans at the last second 
and Joe looses faith in them. 

He looses his friends, 
looses his faith, and spends 
his senior year in a nihilistic 
downward spiral ol depres 
sion. Then the Smiths break 
up. 

College is a blur where |oe 
gets into drugs. He checks in 
and out of rehab. He becomes 
a music critic in the '90s, 
and the story comes back 
to the time just before it be- 
gins. He reconciles with The 
Smiths and meets Miki, the 
new editor's assistant at the 
magazine where he writes. 
Miki is a strange, chaotic girl 
who loves monkeys, reads 
Joe's mind and is referred to 
as "Psycho" by the rest of the 
magazine staff. 

Together, he and Miki con- 
spire to save the world by re- 
uniting The Smiths, which 
leads them on a strange jour- 
ney filled with love, hope and 
heartbreak. 

They embark on a modern- 
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rock odyssey where they meet 
lheir heroes, relive their past, 
and realize that even as much 
you as you hope, sometimes 
things don't always have a 
happy ending. 

Filled with sarcasm, teen 
age angst, pop-culture and 
music references, How Soon 
is Sever? is a trek through the 
underground and alternative 
music scenes. It explores how 
deeply and profoundly a song 
or a band can atteet the soul 
and mind. 

Joe explores his identity 
through his music idols and 
soon comes to discover that 
music isn't what makes him 
whole, though it is An impor- 
tant pan of what makes him 
who he is. 

The book explores the ups 
and downs of life, from be- 
ing a moody adolescent to 
being a lost, contused twen- 
ty-something, to wanting to 
recapture the glory of your 
youth and realizing it wasn't 
as good as you remember it. 

Spitz's book is witty, funny 
and emotional, crafted with 
intelligence and attitude. 
Even someone who doesn't 
like music or was never bul- 
lied in high school can iden- 
tify with the loneliness and 
isolation Joe feels in the 
world. You root for him on 
his journey to self-discovery 
and his quest to reunite the 
band that once made him feel 
like part of something. 

All in all. How Soon Is Nev- 
er? is great for anyone and ev- 
eryone who ever loved some- 
thing deeply or felt like they 
didn't belong. 

Movies 
11/10-11/14-TropicThun- 
der-KUC Theatre @7&10 
-$2 

Music 
11/10- Dixie Whiskey, 
Nathan Singleton, Slide- 
show Tragedies, Bonnie 
Whitmore - The Basement 
@7-$5 

11/11 - Pale Blue Dot, 
Shaky Hands, Rachel Loy, 
Brian Keane, Mary Nailes, 
Jump Back Jake, Lindsay 
Ray Spurlock, Matthew 
Wesley Smith, Connor 
Christian - The Basement 
@8-FREE 

11/11 - The Wonderful 
Future, Secrets in Stereo, 
Awake! Awake!, Weath- 
erspoon, Red Shepherd 
- Rocketown @ 7 - $5 or $2 
with MTSU ID 

11/12 Greta Gaines, Stacie 
Collins, Tonya Watts - The 
Basement @ 9 

11/12-Flobots, Blue Schol- 
ars - Rocketown @ 8 - $15/ 
ticketmaster, $17/door 

11/13 - Jason Aldean - 
MTSU Murphy Center - $15 
student tickets 

11/13 - Benefit for Rosa's 
children feat. MACOS, 
Across Tundras and & 
FUCT - The Boro @ 8 

11/13-Garage Deluxe- 
Wall Street @ 9 

11/13- Black Diamond 
Heavies feat. Pearlene - 
The Basement @ 9 

11/13 - Music City Unsigned 
Benefit: Nashville Rescue 
Mission - Rocketown @ 6 - 
$8/etix.com, $10/door 

11/14 - Uberphonics - The 
'Boro @ 8 

11/14-Bellfield-Wall 
Street @ 9 

11/14 -Amy Lavere feat. 
Rosewood Thieves - The 
Basement @ 9 

11/14 - Every Time I Die, 

Bronx. Stick Your Guns 

-Rocketown @6-$15/ 
ticketweb 

11/15- Far From Folsum- 
The Boro @ 8 

11/15-Underthe Earth, 
Lord Mantis, Finisher - Wall 
Street @ 9 

11/15-Social Jet Lag, 
Atavan, Forever in a Day, 
Hark the Herald, Alyria, 
Dear Future - Rocketown 
@7-$6 

11/16-Slave to Metal Mu- 
sic Festival - Rocketown @ 
4 - $10/pre-order, $12/door 

Other 
11/13 - Writers Night: Open 
to Everyone - Graffiti Bar 
@7 

Compiled By Katy Coil 

What's goin' 
on in the 
'Boro? 

We want to know. 
E-mail stfeatur@ 
mtsu.edu and tell 

us...please. 
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SPORTS 
For MT, there's no place like home 
By CHRIS MARTIN 
Sports Editor 

After more than a month 
without a win or home 
game, Middle Tennessee got 
back on the winning track 
with a 24-21 victory over 
Louisiana-Monroe in the 
Blue Raiders' Homecoming 
game. 

The last time the Blue Raid- 
ers (3-6, 2-3 Sun Belt)played 
at Floyd Stadium, they came 
away with a 14-13 win over 
Florida Atlantic. That was 
also the last victory for MT 
before embarking on a three- 
game road trip in which it 
went 0-3. 

ULM (3-7, 2-4 SBC) played 
the first quarter without star 
quarterback Kinsmon Lan- 
caster, who was suspended 
for the first period for vio- 
lating team rules. MT was 
able to take advantage of the 
Lancaster's absence and take 
a 17-0 lead before two min- 
utes had passed in the second 
quarter. 

"We didn't know [Lancast- 
er was suspended,]" senior 
quarterback (oe Craddock 
said. "I heard this week that 
he was hurt, and [Lancaster] 
said he was. It was a surprise 
to me. I'd heard earlier in the 
week he might not play, but 
I didn't know he was out for 
just the first quarter." 

When Lancaster entered 
the game in the second 
quarter, the Warhawks' of- 
fense came alive. After gain- 
ing 58 total yards in the first 
quarter with Trey Revell 
under center, ULM was able 
to gain 390 offensive yards 
over the next three periods, 
with Lancaster rushing and 
passing for a combined 328 
yards. 

"We came out there strong 
[in the first quarter,]" Crad- 
dock said, "and I was like 
'Man, this is going to be easy.' 
And then we saw him come 
in in the second quarter, and 
we were like 'We got to get it 
back together.'" 

Despite Lancaster's gaudy 
numbers, he was consistently 
pressured by MT's defense. 
The Blue Raiders had failed to 
record a sack over the previ- 
ous three games and had only 
gotten to the quarterback be- 
hind the line of scrimmage 
three times over the past six 
games. However, MT sacked 
Lancaster five times. 

Part of the success can 
be attributed to the defen- 
sive scheme. The Blue Raid- 
ers played almost the entire 
game with a 3-3-5 defense, 
constantly rotating the line- 

Photo by Jay Bailey, staff photographer 
Phillip Tanner (with ball) tries to run past the ULM defense. Tanner gained 40 yards on 16 carries with one touchdown. He also pulled in two passes for 43 yards. 

men. 
"We wanted the center to 

get sick and tired of us," se- 
nior defensive tackle Trevor 
Jenkins said. "It was a con- 
tinual rotation, nobody was 
going to be tired tonight. The 
only person who was going to 
be tired was that center." 

The Blue Raiders also got 
some assistance from War- 
hawks' kicker Radi labour, 
labour missed all three of his 
field goal attempts, including 
two tries that came in the red 
zone. 

"Their guy missed some, 
but I think you have to give 
us some credit on that. We 
got really good pressure on 
all three of his kicks, twice up 
the middle and once off the 
edge. We spend a lot of time 
on rushing the kicker, and I 
think it paid off." 

The game was filled with 
milestones for MT. 

Running back Desmond 
Gee became MT's all-time 
leading kick returner when he 
returned the opening kickoff 
for 21 yards. Coming into the 
game, Gee needed only seven 
yards to pass Brigham Lyons' 
old record of 1,178 yards for 
most career kickoff return 
yards. The junior gained 59 

Photo by Chris Baistad. staff photographer 

Junior running back Phillip Tanner (21) fights for yards. 

return yards in the game and 
has 1,231 career return yards. 

Craddock also worked to 
cement his place in MT his- 
tory. His 15-yard touchdown 
pass to Eldred King in the first 
quarter gave him 22 passing 
touchdowns for his career, 
tying him with Bob Hallum 
for ninth on the career list. 

Freshman kicker Alan 
Gendreau's 44-yard field goal 

in the second quarter was the 
longest of his short career. 
With the successful attempt, 
Gendreau extended his streak 
of consecutive made field 
goals to seven. After begin- 
ning the season two of five, 
he is now nine for twelve on 
field goal tries. 

It was also a game of firsts 
for the Blue Raiders. 

Junior    defensive    tackle 

Top 
Performers 

OFFENSE 

QB Joe Craddock #12 r-sr. 
13-of-20 passing, 216 yards. 1 TD. 

nolNTs 

DEFENSE 

LB Lonnie demons #29 r-sr. 
4.5 tackles (2.5 TFL). 2 sacks 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Alan Gendreau #38 FT. 
l-for-l FG (44 yards). Sfof-3 PATs 

Brandon Perry intercepted 
Lancaster in the third quar 
ter, earning him his first ca- 
reer pick. Also, Byron Mcleod 
caught a 14-yard pass in the 
fourth quarter, the first re 
ception of his collegiate ca- 

reer. 
The home stay will he hi iel 

for MT. The Blue Raiders will 
head to Bowling Green, Ky. 
to face Western Kentucky on 
Saturday. The game is SCIM 'I 
uled to begin at 12 p.m. 

With everyone returning, 
MT favorites in Sun Belt 

Titans stay unbeaten, tame Bears 

By CHRIS MARTIN 
Sports Editor 

Aftercomingwithinonevic- 
tory of earning its first NCAA 
tournament berth since 1989, 
the Blue Raider men's basket- 
ball team is poised to return 
to the postsea- 
son in 2009. 

The Blue 
Raiders, who 
return all five 
starters from 
last season's 
17-15       (11-7 
Sun Belt) team, were picked 
by the Sun Belt Conference's 
coaches as the favorite to take 
home the conference title this 
season. 

MT returns six of its top 
seven scorers from last season 
and boasts SBC Preseason 
Player of the Year Desmond 

"Boogie" Yates. Yates aver- 
aged 16 points and 4.4 re- 
bounds a game during the 
2007-08 campaign. 

Also back from last season 
are guards Demetrius Green 
(12.5 points per game, 4.6 
rebounds per game), Kevin 

ff H everybody was healthy, I'd 
• • know exactly who we'd start." 
KERMfT DAVIS 
MT MEN'S BASKETBALL HEAD COACH 

Kanaskie (11.7 ppg, 3.3 assists 
per game), Nigel Johnson 
(7.3 ppg, 3.4 apg) and center 
Theryn Hudson (9.1 ppg, 5.4 

rpg)- 
The Blue Raiders will be a 

little short-handed to begin 
the season. Hudson is still 
recovering from a foot injury 

he sustained over the sum- 
mer while Green is currently 
serving a suspension that will 
force him to miss the first two 
regular-season games. This 
means MT will be without 
two returning starters for the 
first part of the season. 

"Ifeverybody 
was healthy, 
I'd know ex- 
actly who we'd 
start," MT 
Head Coach 
Kermit Davis 
said. "We'd 

go Nigel, Kevin, Demetrius 
Green, Theryn Hudson and 
Desmond Yates, and that'd 
be the five guys that ended 
last year [starting.) But righi 
now we'll have Desmond 
Yates,   Nigel   Johnson,   and 

BASKETBALL, PAGE 8 

By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer 

CHICAGO (AP) - LenD 
ale White and Chris Johnson 
were on their way to history - 
the wrong kind, because they 
were running in reverse. 

Even though they kept los- 
ing yards, the Tennessee Ti- 
tans refused to lose the game. 
Now, they're 9-0 despite one 
of the worst rushing perfor- 
mances in franchise history: 
just 20 yards on the ground. 

Kerry Collins threw for a 
season-high 289 yards and 
two touchdowns in a 21-14 
win Sunday over the Chi- 
cago Bears. 

"It's nice to win a ballgame 
and not play well," coach Jeff 
Fisher said. 

Particularly as they strug- 
gled when they weren't 
throwing the ball. 

The 20 yards rushing were 
just one above their franchise 
low and they had minus-5 in 

the first half. It was a stun 
ning performance tor a team 
that was third in the league 
entering the game. 

Even so, the Titans set a 
club record with their 12th 
straight regular-season win 
thanks to Collins and a de 
fense that shut down Rex 
Grossman and the Bears. 

Collins completed 11 
straight passes at one point 
and was 30-of-41 without an 
interception. Brandon Jones 
caught eight passes for 82 
yards, and Bo Scaife had It) 
for 78 with a touchdown. 

That was enough to make 
up   for   a   miserable   per 
formance   by   the   running 
backs. 

White managed 14 yards 
on 10 attempts, although 
he had a touchdown in the 
fourth quarter. And Johnson 
carried 14 times for 8 yards. 

"Did you look and see how 
many guys they put in the 
box?" Johnson said.  Tight, 

sometimes  nine.   The)   i 
ally wanted us to heat them 
throwing the ball." 

Tennessee did  thai  well 
enough to remain the     I : 

lone unbeaten team. 
"Everybody right now i 

tilling their role," said Col 
luis. who took over for \ in 
Noting alter the first gain 
"For   me,   you   play   lonj; 
enough you're going to I 
on good teams. You'rt   i 
ing to be on had teams.   \{ 
this point in my eareei to |. 
playing on a good fo >tl ■ f| 
team that has a chance lo 
out and win every SHIM! 
exciting lor me." 

Is this the best team h 
played on? 

Were     getting     th 
said Collins, who played in 
a Super Bowl with th< 
York Giants. "We're gettiny 
there." 

With Kyle Or ton nursing;, 

TONS, PAK r> 
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Basketball 
FROM PAGE 7 

Kevin Kanaskie, but the other 
two could change." 

One cause for concern in 
the 2008 preseason has been 
3-point shooting. In two pre- 
season games, the Blue Raid- 
ers hit only eight of 34 shots 
from behind the arc. How- 
ever, Yates isn't concerned 
about the early struggles from 
downtown. 

"It will improve because 
we have great shooters on 
our team," Yates said follow- 
ing MT's second exhibition 
against North Alabama. "We 
took good shots tonight, we 
just missed them. But as long 
as we keep shooting, they'll 
start falling." 

In order for the Blue Raid- 
ers to be successful this sea- 
son, they will need improved 
rebounding from Yates. De- 
spite being one of the taller 
players on the team, Yates 
was third on the team in re- 
bounding average. Guards 
Nigel Johnson and Kevin 
Kanaskie each averaged only 
0.4 rebounds fewer than 
Yates despite being listed as 
five inches shorter. 

In its two exhibitions, MT 
outrebounded its opponents 
by only four rebounds, and 
it was beaten in the battle of 
the boards in the second ex- 
hibition against North Ala- 
bama. 

"We hoped to outrebound 
[North Alabama] by 10 or so, 
but unfortunately it didn't 
happen," Yates said. "It's re- 
ally important for all of us to 
rebound. It's disappointing, 
but it's something we'll have 
to work on." 

Yates did show improved 
rebounding in the preseason. 

www.mtsusidelincs.com 

Photo by Chris Barstad. staff photographer 
Senior Nigel Johnson (11) I* 
one of five returning starters. 

bouncing back from a four- 
rebound performance against 
Cumberland University in 
the first exhibition by grab- 
bing 10 boards against North 
Alabama. 

"I was focusing on re- 
bounds and defense," Yates 
said. "It's been really stress- 
ful with Theryn out, out, 
so for me right I have to re- 
bound well and play good 
defense on the other team's 
big man." 

Last season, MT had one 
of the toughest out-of-con- 
ference schedules in Divi- 
sion-I basketball. During 
the regular season, the Blue 
Raiders played nine games 
against teams that made the 
field of 65 in March, includ- 
ing five out-of-conference 
games against tournament 
teams. 

The schedule this season 
should be less difficult for 
MT, although there are some 
tough games. The Blue Raid- 
ers will battle Tennessee, 
Houston, Belmont and Van- 
derbilt out of conference. 

As far as newcomers are 
concerned, the Blue Raid- 
ers will welcome some play- 
ers that figure to contrib- 
ute right away. At the top 
of that list of contributing 
newcomers are Eric Allen 
and Antwaun Boyd. Allen 
started his collegiate career 
as a walk-on at Kentucky be- 
fore averaging 22.2 ppg with 
Marion Military Institute. 
The redshirt senior will 
figure heavily into the rota- 
tion, especially as a 3-point 
shooter. 

Boyd redshirted last sea- 
son due to eligibility issues, 
but should provide a spark 
on both sides of the court 
in 2008-09. The two-time 
all-state selection in Indiana 
scored 12 points in 35 min- 
utes during the preseason. 

Other new faces to the Blue 
Raider program include: 
freshman guard DeMario 
Williams, junior forward 
Montarrio Haddock and ju- 
nior forward Josh Jones. 

The Blue Raiders begin 
the regular season at home 
against Trevecca on Friday. 
The game is scheduled to be- 
gin at 7 p.m. 

Student tickets to UT 
game available Tuesday 
STAFF REPORT 

Student tickets for the men's 
basketball game between MT 
and Tennessee will become 
available on Tuesday at 7:30 
a.m. 

Students can obtain tick- 
ets at the Murphy Center 
ticket office and are avail- 
able on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Students will 
be able to purchase guest 
tickets for $35 each. Howev- 
er, there are only 200 guest 
tickets available and each 
student may only acquire 
one guest ticket per student 
ID. Students must also pres- 
ent a valid student ID when 
entering the Murphy Center 

Titans 
FROM PAGE 7 

With Kyle Orton nursing 
a sprained ankle, Grossman 
delivered an uneven perfor- 
mance in his first start since 
Dec. 6. He was 20-for-37 got 
173 yards and led the Bears 
(5-4) on a 75-yard touch- 
down drive on their first pos- 
session. He also got picked off 
on the next one. 

Rookie Matt Forte strug- 
gled at times, running for 72 
yards after setting a season- 
high with 126 against Detroit, 
and the offense managed 243 
yards in all. 

Coming off a 19-16 over- 
time win over Green Bay, the 
Titans took a 14-7 lead early 
in the third quarter when 
Collins connected with for- 
mer Bear Justin Gage for a 
12-yard touchdown — the 
first by a Tennessee wide re- 
ceiver since the second game. 

A 2-yard run by White ear- 
ly in the fourth period made 
it 21-7, but the Bears refused 
to go quietly. 

Grossman fell into the end 
zone from the 1 to make it a 
seven-point game with 4:55 
left after a 29-yard pass to 
Devin Hester. And they had 
a chance to tie it after a punt, 
taking over at the Tennessee 
41. But the Titans held firm 

on game night. 
This is the first time the 

Vols have played the Blue 
Raiders at the Murphy Center 
in a regular season game. The 
last time the Vols squared off 
against MT in the Murphy 
Center was in the first round 
of the 1998 National Invi- 
taion Tournament. 

"Our students are our big- 
gest supporters and we want 
to give them every oppor- 
tunity to be in the Murphy 
Center on what will be a great 
night for college basketball," 
said Director of Athletics 
Chris Massaro. 

The game will take place 
on Nov. 21 with a 7:30 p.m. 
tip-off time. 

again, even though outsiders 
keep insist each week they'll 
lose. 

"Maybe they have some 
kind of angel around them 
or something. I don't know," 
Bears receiver Rashied Davis 
said. 

Orton had hoped to play 
after being taken from the 
field on a cart in the closing 
minute of the first half last 
week. Instead, Grossman or- 
chestrated a 75-yard touch- 
down drive on the Bears' first 
possession that ended with a 
5-yard pass to Forte. 

The good vibe disappeared 
on the next possession, when 
Grossman tried to force one 
to Marty Booker along the left 
sideline. Cortland Finnegan 
tipped it, Chris Hope picked 
it off and Tennessee took over 
at the Chicago 25. 

But Ahmard Hall fumbled 
— Tennessee's first turnover 
in 16 quarters — on fourth- 
and-inches at the goal line. 

The Titans did take advan- 
tage after Chris Carr returned 
a punt 29 yards to the Chica- 
go 22, with Scaife a 10-yard 
pass from Collins that tied it 
at 7 in the second quarter. 

"We overcame an awful lot 
of .issues, problems, and still 
found a way to win (against 
a) good football team today," 
Fisher said. 
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