
Students may 
suffer from 
winter's SAD 
By Tiffany Gibson 

Staff Writer 

During winter months, many Tennesseans 
experience mood swings or depression symp- 
toms as a result of cold temperatures and bleak 
winter days. Most people ignore these factors, 
which have the potential to trigger symptoms of 
a serious disorder known as Seasonal Affective 
Disorder, or winter depression. 

People suffering from SAD usually display 
symptoms similar to depression, such as an 
inability to continue everyday routines due to 
fatigue, social withdrawal, appetite changes, 
anxiety and oversleeping. 

SAD is a disorder that affects individuals dur- 
ing the winter months due to lack of sunlight. It 
has been known to affect 1 out of 100 in the 
United Kingdom and nine percent of inhabi- 
tants residing in Alaska. 

SAD has also been reported to have risen in 
the United States, influencing an estimated 10 to 
20 percent of the population. This is a powerful 
mood disorder that can ultimately cause severe 
depression and may require hospitalization if 
not treated correctly. 

Treatments for this disorder include several 
options such as light therapies, medication, and 
ionized-air reception. 

Light therapy, also known as phototherapy, is 
based on the exposure of lasers, fluorescent lamps 
or full-spectrum light and has been effective in 
treating SAD during 30 minute sessions. 

Although light therapy is the most common 
treatment, roughly 19 percent of patients suffering 
from SAD are required to take medication for their 
depression or anxiety. 

Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors are 
usually prescribed for depression and SAD 
patients to help balance the serotonin levels in 
the brain by increasing them. These effective 
antidepressants are most commonly known as 
Prozac, Zoloft, Paxil and Wellbutrin. 

Another effective treatment an individual suffer- 
ing from mood swings and lethargy could seek 
would be counseling. SAD can be a serious and 
dangerous disorder that could eventually leave an 
individual contemplating suicide. 

"Anything dealing with depression can make a 
person more likely to commit suicide," said Kevin 
Breault, Sociology professor at MTSU. 

Breault also said that this disorder should be 
taken seriously even though suicide is most com- 
mon during springtime. 

Even though this disorder occurs during winter, 
suicide rates among college students have 
increased, making suicide the second leading cause 
of death among college students. SAD could be an 
explanation as to why depression has been more 
noticeable in younger generations. 

"I think this disorder is unknown to most stu- 
dents and could be a big reason why teens are 
becoming depressed," said Betsy McMahan, fresh- 
men nursing major. 

According to Breault, depression is also more 
commonly seen in women than men; however, 
women are more likely to seek help before actually 
committing suicide. 

Statistics show that, on average, female suicides 
are the result of an overdose of narcotics whereas 
men are more likely to use a firearm. 

Breault said that because of the different meth- 
ods each gender favors, women are more likely to 
be stricken with depression and attempt suicide, 
but men are more likely to succeed. 

"There might also be a biological factor as to why 
[it is more common in women) but as of now we 
don't know," Breault said. 

In connection with depression, SAD can also 
cause up to 20 percent of people affected to devel- 
op bipolar disorder. 

Similar to SAD, bipolar disorder deals with 
episodes of abnormal mood patterns and 
depression symptoms. However when suffering 
from a bipolar disorder, patients may begin to 
repeat rapid cycles of mania and alternate mood 
swings. 

The Tennessee Department of Mental Health 
and Developmental Disabilities suggests that to 
avoid or reduce the risk of SAD, individuals 
should stay active during the winter months by 
socializing with loved ones and shopping for the 
holidays. ♦ 

Art students from MTSU and other uni- 
versities in Tennessee have pieces on dis- 
play at the Frist Center in Nashville. The 
pieces will be showcased through Dec. 31. 

Art professor Erin Anfinson, -with the 
help of other professors, chose the best stu- 
dent work to be displayed. 

"This is a really big deal for them," 
Anfinson said. 

Danny Greene, graduate art major, is 
one of the artists whose work was chosen 
for the show. 

"More people will be able to see my art 
in Nashville," Greene said. "It was definite- 
ly an honor to see my work in the Frist." 

Dale Meier, senior art education 
major, said that his artwork has a cross 
hatching feel. 

"The content of my work catches the 
viewer's eye. My prints are kind of like 

Goya and Granville," Meier said. 
He feels very lucky to be chosen and 

looks at this experience as being humbling 
and great, which makes him feel good. 

Other artists who have work in the 
exhibit are Rachel Bonham, Michael 
Brandon Morgan, Sarah Sullivan and 
Beth Copley. 

"We make stuff worth being shown and 
we need to show it," Greene said. 

"Doctors are doctors; they heal people. 
Lawyers are lawyers, and artists are artists, 
it's what we do and all I want to do." 

Doors have opened for those that dis- 
played their creativity at the Frist on 
Friday. 

"I met the director and he told me to 
send him some more images of my 
work," Greene said. 

According to Frist Public Relations 
Manager Rose Mary Gorman, admis- 
sion to the exhibit is free of charge for all 
college students. ♦ 

Photo courtesy of Frist Center of the Arts 

Student Rachel Bonham's artwork, titled "Duality," was constructed using fab- 
ric, wax, thread and glass beads 

Photo courtesy of Frist Center of the Arts Photo courtesy of Frist Center of the Arts 

"Conversations of the old and forgotten," by student Beth Copley, was created in 2006, using        This untitled piece, constructed by student Sarah Sullivan, was made from 
ceramic acrylic painted on 45 masonite cubes 

Library concerned with waste of paper 

Photo by lustin Keoninh | Photography Editor 

In an attempt to show students how much paper is wasted during the printing process in the library, the staff strings up garlands of wasted paper to illustrate their point 

By Michael Stone 

Contributing Writer 

At the beginning of each school year, the James E. 
Walker Library staff allots funds to keep library 
printers running for students throughout the year. 

The money for this budget comes from the tech- 
nology-access fee part of tuition. 

"The printing budget entails paper, ink, and a staff 
to keep the printers running," said instructional 
librarian Kristen West. 

Over the past few years, this amount has not been 
enough to last the whole year and other library 
funds have been diverted to cover the cost. 

"The money is not enough because students are 
printing too much paper and aren't using much of 
it. We have had to borrow as much as $12,000 dol- 
lars a year from other library funds to cover the 
excessive amounts of printing. This is unfortunate 
because that money could be going to reusable items 
like books," West said. 

The library staff held a meeting last semester to 
devise a plan on what could be done to urge students 
to not waste paper. 

"We decided the best way to get students to not 

waste was to show them just how much they were 
wasting. We began putting blue recycle bins full of 
discarded printer paper at the base of the staircase 
last semester in hopes that students would look at 
them and say 'Wow, I need to be more mindful 
about my printing'," said library specialist Kristen 
Keene. 

The library continued the "recyde-bin" method 
throughout last semester and at the beginning of this 
semester. 

"Students were paying little to no attention to the 
bins except to throw trash in them," Keene said. 

Statistics from the beginning of this semester 
showed that students were not printing any less then 
they had before. 

"We got really worried when the first quarter 
numbers of this year came in. Of the $73,133 print- 
ing budget for July 2007 to June 2008, $22,475 of it 
was used in the months of July, August, and 
September," Keene said. 

The library staff once again wondered what to do 
so that paper waste would be reduced. The decision 
came to keep the theme of showing the student body 
how much it was wasting, but this time on a much 
larger scale. 

"Before, when we were showing paper waste to the 
students, we were only showing them a week's 
worth, max. We wanted to do something creative 
that would captivate students' eyes," West said. 

The library's external relations committee con- 
tacted the Student Art Alliance, feeling that this, 
would be a good source of creativity. The Student 
Art Alliance is a group of MTSU artists that concen- 
trate on art-related career paths. 

"Our sponsor, Cindy Rehm, told us about the 
project. I, as well as three other members of SAA, 
agreed to work on the project," said Student Art 
Alliance member Hannah Green. 

The other three members of SAA that volunteered 
were Christine Peterson, Erin Piper, and Kevin 
Doyle. 

"We were really excited about working on the 
project. It is a good cause and we were just glad to 
help. When thinking of an idea, we had to come up 
with something that would be out of the way and 
conform to handicap student guidelines," said 
Green. 

The plan the four SAA members came up with 
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Dropouts in state 
down 1.3 percent 
Johnathon Schleicher 

Staff Writer 

The Tennesset Stale report card for 2007 

showed an 8.5 percent dropout rate for the state. 
This statistic was measured h\ the amount oi 

treshman who entered high school and clul not 

graduate in four years. 
The state goal foi 2007 was li> percent. The 

dropout rale in the state has notiieabl) decreased 
in the List five years. 

In 2006 the rate was 9.8 percent, 2IKJ5 had 10.4 

percent, 2004 was 10.7 percent, and !003 had the 
highest dropout rate in five i   irs with 11.3 per 

cent. 
Rutherford County .i • .i whole had a T? percent 

dropout rate. 
The 6 schools th.it w< re listed on the repot t iatd 

had the following dropout rates: Blackman High 
School had 3.4 percent, Laverne High School had 
6 percent, Oakland High School had 6.7 percent, 

Riverdale High had 5.8 percent, Siegel High 
School had 6 percent, and Smyrna High School 

had 6.7 percent. 
Currently Blackman High School has the lowest 

dropout rate in Rutherford County by at least 2.4 

percent. 
Hie Tennessee State report card is a vital 

process to gaining data on the progress of schools. 

Katharine Mosher, a Depute Director of the 

I Vpartntent of Education, said. 
"It is important to evaluate high schools on a 

regular basis to recognize what they are doing that 
works so we cm share it with the other schools 
and also determine areas that need improvement 

MI we could provide assistance." Mosher said. ♦ 

Waste: Students waste paper 
Continued from 1 

was in take two weeks worth ol discarded paper and 
hang it by string in the library foyer. 

Each strand took between I   ? hours t«> make and 

currently consists ol about i{«i crumpled pieces ol 

paper. The lour SAA members started from the sec 
ond floor and stopped once they rea< lied the fourth. 

There are current!) nint completi il strands hang 

ing in the librai \ foyei 
'We may do i utuple n ^i is unliki l> 

s.ud Green. 
"Once the Student  Vrl  Mlian . had done their 

pan. we began to stai' piling pap< i .it the botti ■ 
the staircase. We hope all tin papei \MN gras] 
dents' attention and make them want to explore 

deeper into the matter, Keen* said. 
Tin library has provided facts on the matte 

both the lover. In the si.uk ol paper, as well . 

news section of the library's Web site. 
According to the Web site, 6.3 million pieces of 

paper were printed in the library last year. 
I he height of these pieces would stack to about 

three BellSouth lowers, the highest building in 

fennessee. 
I he Web site also explains that 6.3 million pieces 

ol paper look 755 trees to make. 
"Students should print on the front and back of 

papei whenevei possible. They should also check 

their work before printing to help avoid reprinting. 
rsonalh condense as much material onto one 

page as possible," said West on methods of paper- 
printing conservation. 

I he library plans to keep the display up until 

♦ 

Correction: 
—, . , .—. _—i—,—i 

On Thursday, Nov. 19, the story on the Veterans' Home in 
Murireesboro ("Veteran's home license suspended"! misquoted Andrea 
Turner and some information was incorrect. Due to space constraints, 
we cannot republish the article in th e print edition. However, a correct- 
ed version of the article can be found online at mtsusidelines.com 

Sidelines regrets these errors. 

Still need 
more funds 
for school? 
When federal loans and otlie' aid do not 

cover your cost of education, Chase can help. 
Chase Select""' is a school-certified private 
education loan ptogram that provides 

funds up TO your r.ost of attendance per 
academic year (less other aid) to cover 

most education related expenses ' 

Chase Select featmes: 

Nooiigituilion oi lepavmenl fees 

Competitive int**i« ■ * lates 

Loans starting <is luw as SS00 

Apply today at chaseselectloans.com, 
or call toll-free 1-866-306-0868. 
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And That' 
No Bull! 

When it has to be a late night, it has to be 

C   *■ I ENERGY   CDRMrsJK 

• Boosts energy • Regular, Cherry, 
• Helps you focus Lemon-Lime and 
• Increases metabolism     Sugar-Free flavors 

Your Nearest Walgreens 
some are 24:7 too! 

Tennessee & 
Mercury 
1131 Mercury Blvd. 
Store Phone: 
(615)890-5911 

W 750 Off 



Thursday, November 29, 2007 Sidelines • 3 

CRIME BRIEFS - CRIME STOPPERS 
Crime Briefs: 

Nov. 15,11:27 a.m. 
Harassment 
lames E. Walker Library, south parking lot 
Subject reported that she was being harassed by 

another student, apparently due to a disagreement 
over a parking space. 

Nov. 16,11:56 p.m. 
Drug Abuse 
Scarlett Commons, Apt. 2 
Mark Thompson Ir. was arrested for manufac- 

ture/delivery/sale/possession of marijuana. 
Terrell Ray, Kevin Pichardo and Andrea Martin 

all received state citations for consumption of alco- 
hol under 21; Ray also received a written trespass 
warning. 

Nov. 18,5:11p.m. 
Theft - from buildings under $500 
Murphy Center 
Money was reported stolen out of a football 

player's locker. 

Nov. 19,10:23 a.m. 
Sexual Battery 
Womack Lane, Apt. I 
Subject reported that she was sexually assaulted 

in September by a known male acquaintance. 

Nov. 19,10:27 a.m. 
Theft - bicycles under S500 
Womack Lane, Apt. C 
Subject reported that his bicycle tire had been 

stolen. 

Nov. 19,5:27 p.m. 
Traffic -Leaving the scene of an accident involv- 

ing property damage 
Champion Way 
Subject reported that his vehicle had been struck 

while parked on campus. 

Nov. 19,10:28 p.m. 
Trespass warning 
Womack Lane, Apt. C 
Subject requested assistance in removing her ex- 

husband from her apartment; he received a tres- 
pass warning from campus. 

Nov. 19,11 KM p.m. 
Vehicle stop, possession of drug paraphernalia 
Middle Tennessee Blvd. 
Erik T. Trent 
lamal Emir larboe 

Nov. 20,2:14 a.m. 
Drug Abuse 
McFarland Health Services lot 
Subject received a state citation for simple pos- 

session of marijuana and unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 

Tarik Quader 

Nov. 20,11:21a.m. 
Then - bicycles under $500 
Alumni Memorial Gym 
Subject reported that his bicycle had been stolen 

from near the Keathley University Center, but 
called later that afternoon stating he had found 
said bike. 

Nov.21,4:13 a.m. 
Public Intoxication 
Womack Lane Apt. A 
Lauren Cooter was arrested for public intoxica- 

tion and consumption of alcohol under 21. 
Ashley Longwire and Jennifer Pinion both 

received state citations for consumption of alcohol 
under 21. 

Nov. 23,12:00 a.m. 
Fire Alarm 
Miller Horse Coliseum 

Nov. 24. 4:09 a.m. 

Fire Alarm 
Miller Horse Coliseum 

Nov. 24,9:57 p.m. 
Theft - over $500 
Floyd Stadium 
A Murfreesboro police officer on extra duty for 

the game reported his bike helmet stolen. 

Nov. 25,3:21a.m. 
DUI - first offense 
Gore/Clement lot 
Subject arrested for DUI - first offense. 
Kim Wookyung 

Nov. 25,7:28 p.m. 
Theft - under $500 
Smith Hall 
Subject reported his Xbox 360 and two con- 

trollers were taken from his dorm room over the 
holiday break. 

Nov. 25,10:48 p.m. 
Assistance 
Schardt Hall 
Subject requested an officer meet her in the 

lobby. 

Nov. 26,10:12 a.m. 
Accident 
Bell Street lot 
Subject visited the station to fill out a report in 

reference to being hit by a vehicle last week. 

Nov. 26,1:09 p.m. 
Traffic - Leaving the scene of an accident involv- 

ing property damage 
ludd Hall 
Subject called to advise that someone had just 

hit his gold 2000 Chevrolet Malibu. 

Nov. 26,5:02 p.m. 
Fire Alarm 

Keathley University Center 
A fire alarm proved false; a message was left for 

work orders. 

Nov. 27,10*15 p.m. 
Theft - under $500 
Recreation Center 
Subject advised her boyfriend's pants were 

stolen; they contained her keys and cell phone. 

Nov. 28,12:06 a.m. 
Traffic 
Alumni Dr. 
Driving on a closed road. 
Chelsea R. Sloan 

Crime Stoppers: 

Crime Stoppers is offering a cash reward of up 
to $1000 for information leading to the arrest of 
the individuals who unlawfully entered Scarlett 
Commons apartment #214A and took $280 in 
cash sometime between 7:20 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 5.      ' 

Crime Stoppers is offering a cash reward of up 
to $300 for information leading to the arrest of the 
individuals who took money from at least four 
lockers in the football team's locker room in the 
Murphy Center sometime between 3 p.m. and 
5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 1. 

If you know who committed these crimes or 
have any information about these crimes, please 
call Crime Stoppers at 615-893-7867 between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. All callers will remain anonymous and if 
your information leads to an arrest you will be eli- 
gible for a cash reward of up to $ 1,000. 

Man charged in death of foster child 
Associated Press 

A man accused ol physically 
disciplining one of his foster chil- 
dren has been charged with reck 
less homicide in the death of the 
16-year-old hoy, authorities said. 

Hamblen County authorities 
told WATE-TV in Knoxville thai 
Ken Taylor, ?}, was taken into cus- 
tody Monday. 

Authorities had been waiting 
lor an autops\ before deciding 
whether to bring charges. 

"It'-, very, vei; tragic, said Rob 
lohnson, a spokesman loi the 
Department ol Children's 
Services. "It's very sad. Right now, 
it's too early to tell what hap- 
pened." 

lordan Shelton was unrespon 
sive  when   paramedics  arrived 

early Saturday al the fostei home 
headed by Taylor, a former body 
builder, Hamblen County Sheriff 
I sco larnagan said. 

The sheriff declined to describe 
the teenager's injuries but said the 
bo) never regained consciousness 
and was removed from life sup- 
port Saturday afternoon at 
University <>l Tennessee Medical 
Center in Knoxville. ♦ 

Changes approved to strengthen open records laws 
By Travis Loller 

Associated Press 

A proposal to clarity and 
strengthen open records laws in 
Tennessee squeaked by on a 9-8 
vote Tuesday in a study commit- 
tee on open government. 

Nashville attorney George 
Barrett, appointed by the 
Tennessee Municipal League, pro- 
posed not changing the law but 
rather allowing the state comp- 
troller's office to study whether 
records were improperly being 
denied to the public. 

He said there was no hard evi- 
dence and dismissed the testimo- 
ny of two Shelby County journal- 
ists, implying that what happens 
in Memphis should not be taken 
as indicative of the whole state. 

"In Shelby County they engage- 
in a unique type of politics," he 
said. 

Lucian Pera, a Memphis attor- 
ney representing the Society of 
Professional lournalists disagreed, 
saying the issue had been studied. 

"(If no hard tacts have been pre- 
sented) I must not know [he defi- 
nition ol hard core tacts." he said. 
"They must be different from 
ordinary facts." 

Any decision on changes to the 
law has already been delayed 
many months. Under legislation 
passed in 2006, the 18-member 
study committee was asked to 
otter a final report by Feb. 1. 
Approving a motion by Barrett 
last year, the committee voted to 
delay the report nearly a year. 

The approved changes on 
Tuesdav explain the role ol the 
newly hired ombudsman, who 
will answer questions and issue 
opinions on when government 
records must be available to the 
public and when officials are 
allowed to meet in private to dis- 
cuss public business. The changes 
also require any record not specif- 
ically exempt from public viewing 
to be open for inspection by any 
person requesting it. Previously 
the right to inspect records was 
limited to citizens of Tennessee. 

The most controversial part of 

the proposal would have made the 
awarding of court costs mandato- 
ry. The committee eventually 
voted 11-f> to leave the award ol 
lees to the discretion of the court. 
The final changes were adopted 
unanimously. 

The panel did not come to a 
final decision on changes to the 
state's "Sunshine law," which gov- 
erns when officials are allowed to 
meet in private. 

The law currently does not 
allow members to deliberate on 
public business in private gather 
ings, with some narrow excep 
tions. On a voice vote, the com 
mittee agreed to a change thai 
would allow up to three members 
to deliberate in private .is long as 
they did not make up a majority 
of whatever panel they represent 
ed. 

The proposal was talked about 
as a compromise. An earlier pro 
posal would have allowed up to a 
quorum of a body to meet. 
Depending on the size of the 
panel that could have meant a 
do/en people or more. ♦ 

MT library prepares to sing 
"Thanks for the Memories" 

News Release 

Submitted by Qina Logue 

Officials at the James E. 
Walker Library at MTSU are 
embarking on a program to 
convert the heirlooms of the 
university's storied past into 
accessible digital images in 
preparation for the school's 
centennial in 2011 and beyond. 

The librarians and students 
who will work on the MTSU 
Memory Project seek to collect 
photographs, correspondence, 
memorabilia and other items 
from the campus community 
and the community at large. 

"I think our first priority will 
be the lower-hanging fruit, the 
photographs, documents," said 
Ken Middleton, associate profes- 
sor at the Walker Library. "But 
I'm hoping as the centennial 
comes closer that we can include 
some audio from oral history 
interviews, for instance, and I'm 
hoping that some video, some 
old home movies, will come up 
from private collections." 

Key categories of special inter- 
est to the archivists include the 
founding of the institution, 
World War I, women's suffrage, 
the Great Depression and the 
New Deal era, World War II and 
the G.I. Bill, the civil rights 
movement, the Vietnam War 
and women's issues, including 

Title IX, the June Anderson 
Women's Center and the 
Women's Studies Program. 

The Memory Project is an out- 
growth of the statewide 
Volunteer Voices Project, a con- 
sortial endeavor supported by a 
$1.8 million grant from the fed- 
eral Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. 

With a $5,000 allocation from 
the MTSU Foundation, project 
managers will pay a graduate 
assistant to be a liaison to the 
campus for the solicitation of 
materials. 

"We are devoting a small per- 
centage of each of four librarians' 
time to the project, ... and we 
will also be diverting a little bit of 
student worker funds to have 
some additional student help," 
says Mayo Taylor, Team Leader 
for Access Services at the library. 

The point person on all 
things cyberspace will be 
Fagdeba Bakoy^ma, whose 
experience setting up digital 
libraries in Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanzania and work as a digital 
imaging specialist with the 
Indiana University Digital 
Library Program will serve the 
project well. 

"I will be working with every- 
body, helping make decisions on 
what to select, especially the tech- 
nical aspect of it, which is deter- 
mining specifications of images 

and digital objects and how to 
have them displayed correctly," 
said Bakoyema. 

Using ContentDM software, 
Bakoyema will establish a Web 
site that will be accessible to any- 
one with an Internet connection. 
A searchable data base geared 
toward key words will put users 
in touch with images of the arti- 
facts they seek. 

Taylor noted that ContentDM 
allows copyright status to be set 
item-by-item, and that each con- 
tributor of materials will be able 
to specify the wording for a state- 
ment about reproduction rights. 

"Most of what we get from the 
university is going to be copy- 
right-free because it's public 
property," Taylor said. "So there is 
no problem with displaying a 
low-resolution image, but cam- 
pus departments will be able to 
decide about access to high-reso- 
lution copies." 

The Albert Gore Sr. Research 
Center, the university's major 
repository of historical informa- 
tion and artifacts, will be a sub- 
stantial part of the Memory 
Project.     • 

"[Lisa] Pruitt, Gore Center 
director has been very coopera- 
tive, and we do know that they 
have a lot of material over there," 
Taylor said. "Exactly what we'll 
be able to bring over and get dig- 
itized, we're not sure."^ 
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OPINIONS 
From the Editorial Board: 

Printing waste shows inefficiency, 
budget shortages for technology 

Currently, thousands of sheets of wastepaper are strung from the ceil- 
ing in the foyer of the James E. Walker Library. To make a point about 
paper usage, the Student Art Alliance collaborated with the library to 
hang the paper that would normally be recycled. 

"Reduce" is the name of the project, and it's a clever idea. It makes a 
statement without words, highlighting not only the waste of trees, but 
the waste of money involved in the production and purchase of paper. 

The library has tried to cut down on paper usage by setting the default 
on computers to double-sided printing, and while paper waste is down, 
it sometimes inadvertently creates waste of its own. 

When a student prints off an English paper and it emerges double- 
sided, it often has to be reprinted, since many professors will not accept 
papers printed this way. This solution may be remedied by making use 
of the new online learning system, Besire2Learn, or d2l. 

Using d21, it is possible to submit assignments in a digital drop-box in 
practically any format. Professors may place comments and grades on 
the assignment, with nary a sheet of printed paper. 

Of course, not all paper waste is due to finicky professors. With finals 
approaching, it is tempting to use the library's ostensibly free printing to 
make copies of a semester's worth of notes. This, too, is something that 
may be done more efficiently by the use of computers. If a piofessoi is 
nice enough to post their notes online, one may study them at home, on 
a computer. It is likely that most students simply toss those stacks ot 
notes after their exams, further contributing to the waste glut. 

There is certainly an egregious amount of waste involved in free' 
printing, and we could all probably be more efficient. However, the 
amount of money budgeted for printing is also questionable. With .1 
total of $75,000 for printing, and approximately 23,000 students, each 
student should be allotted roughly $3.26 for a year's worth of printing. 

This miniscule amount is supposed to cover the cost of paper, toner, 
maintenance and workers to staff the labs. It hardly seems sufficient. 

Any abundant resource is subject to overuse, until either the supply 
becomes short or the users voluntarily curtail their usage. The solution 
to this problem will require a little of both. 

Paul conscientious, 
honest in actions 
Matthew Hurtt 

Guesf Columnist 

I must respectfully disagree 
with Daniel Potter in his latest 
attempt to persuade readers with 
his political insight |"Ron Paul 
unusual, unfavorable" Nov. 19]. 

The Ron Paul supporters with 
whom I speak know full well what 
Dr. Paul's campaign platform is. 
Granted, they may not have been 
alive when he began his service in 
the House of Representatives, but 
they have read up on his goals and 
ideas, and I would assume they 
know more about their candidate 
than any other supporter for any 
other presidential candidate. 

Anyone who has followed 
Paul's voting record for any length 
of time knows that he first con- 
sults the US. Constitution before 
voting in favor of or against any 
piece of legislation. If it isn't 
allowed in the Constitution, then 
Paul does not vote for it. Pretty 
simple. 

Potter's concern seems to be 
with the elimination of,"all man- 
ner of (federal] government agen- 
cies," many of which did not exist 
prior to the 20th century. What 
Potter may have forgotten is 
something known as the Tenth 
Amendment, which leaves powers 
not delegated to the federal gov- 
ernment up to the states. 

Potter crows about Paul's dedi- 
cation to limiting government 
"where it interferes with the free 
market," but I would assert that 
Paul strives to limit government 
wherever it is. "That government 
governs best, which governs least." 
Thomas Jefferson saw the light - 
why can't modern day politicians 
and political pundits do the same? 

Potter's concern with riot police 
would be spot-on if Paul advocat- 
ed a police state. Quite the oppo- 
site, however, Congressman Paul 
routinely votes against govern- 
ment intrusion into the lives of its 
citizens. He voted against the USA 
PATRIOT Act and domestic wire- 
tapping. 

Potter also ignores Paul's fore- 
sight in endorsing Ronald Reagan 
in 1976.1 certainly wouldn't have 
endorsed George W Bush in 2004 
just because he was the incum- 
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bent. Potter seems to forget the 
primary system of voting that 
exists here in America. 

At first Paul's opposition to 
the War in Iraq disturbed me, 
but then I looked back at my 
first opinion column in The 
Blackman Voice. I originally 
voiced opposition to the war 
because it was liberal interven- 
tionism and nation building - 
no conservative would support 
that idea. I was labeled "anti- 
American" and "unpatriotic." 

In fact, Republicans in 
Congress voted against funding 
for the situation in Kosovo in the 
late 1990s. Who complained then? 

Not to digress, but my favorite 
anti-war group are the "out of 
Iraq, into Darfur" folks - like 
pulling us out of one quagmire 
and putting us into another will 
solve the problem. Like a good 
Lifetime movie, it's all the same 
plot, just different names. 

Those "key facets" Potter 
expounds upon are not lost to 
Paul's supporters. "Life, Liberty, 
and the Pursuit of Happiness" 
are ideals with which we agree. 
People should be allowed to live 
their lives without government 
intrusion. 

We shouldn't have to work until 
May every year to pay off the fed- 
eral government. Social programs 
should be cut, allowing only those 
who truly need them to receive 
them. 

Ron Paul exhibits qualities of 
an early American: a self-made, 
hard-working individual who 
strives to make his life and the 
lives of those around him better. 
Henry David Thoreau wrote 
about men like Paul in his essay 
"Self Reliance," which everyone 
should read. 

Mark Twain once said, "In the 
beginning of a change, the 
patriot is a scarce man: brave, 
hated, and scorned. When his 
cause succeeds, however, the 
timid join him, for then it costs 
nothing to be a patriot." 

Maybe Potter's waiting for his 
patriotism to be free. 

Matthew Hurtt is a junior liber- 
al arts major, and can be reached 
at Mat1.Hurtt@gmail.com 
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Cyber-suicide tragic, senseless 
On Oct. 16 2(X)6, Megan Meier committed 

suicide due to a cruel MySpace hoax created by 
her best friend and her best friend's mother. 
()ver a year later, charges have yet to be served 
to the harassing family. 

Meier was only 13 years old when she com- 
mitted suicide by hanging herself in her own 
bathroom. Apparently, Meier had previously 
had a tailing out with her former 16 year-old 
best friend. After the two distanced themselves 
from each other, the girls' petty argument soon 
erupted into .1 revengeful plot that would ulti- 
mately leave one teen dead and the other party 
unharmed 

When Meier's besl friend's mother soon 
found out about the girls' conflict, she cooked 
up a vicious scheme .is ,i way ol teaching Meier 
.i lesson. The idea was formed by both mother 
and daughter that it would be 'fun' to create a 
fake profile on the popular VSfcb site. MySpace 
and trick Meier into tailing tor an online love 
interest. The mother and daughter worked 
diligently on their revengeful plot by creating a 
boy named tosh Evans. 

Over time Meier and Ivans conversed daily 
and Meier actually began to fall for Evans. 
Meanwhile, Meier's mother was aware of the 
online love interest and the fact that her 
daughter had a profile on a VVeb site that only 
permitted registration to ages 16 and up. Even 
though all of the signs were right in front of 
her face, she refused to take control of the situ- 
ation and restrict her daughter from coming in 
contact with a complete stranger. 

Mrs. Meier should have never allowed her 
daughter to even create a profile in the first 
place. Even though these sites are socially 
accepted and a popular' thing to have, they 
should still only be available for those of the 
legal age requirement. Teens similar to Meier 
create profiles every day and carelessly give out 

Open Mouth, 
Insert Foot 

Tiffany Gibson 

Staff Columnist 

information regarding their phone numbers 
or locations. These young girls and boys that 
are lying in order to reserve ridiculous artificial 
pixel pages in exchange for their lives are not 
mature enough to handle certain situations 
they may be getting themselves into. 

Pursuing this further, the mother and 
daughter team behind Evans' existence felt 
they had earned Meier's trust and decided it 
was time to crush Meier by sending her hurt- 
ful messages claiming she was a 'slut' and 'fat'. 
Meier finally snapped after reading these mes- 
sages and decided to retaliate. When her moth- 
er returned home one day she noticed her 
daughter's vulgar language in messages to 
Evans on the computer screen. When con- 
fronted by this, Meier tried to explain the situ- 
ation, but her mother had no sympathy and 
displayed her disappointment in her daughter. 
In a rage, Meier stomped off to her bathroom 
where she immediately hanged herself. 

Authorities are currendy still investigating 
this case, but openly admit that the guilty party 
responsible for this young girl's death cannot 
legally be touched, since there is no law stating 
that creating a phony profile is illegal. In fact 
millions of people own a MySpace or 
Facebook profile, so the probability of this 
happening to another teen is extremely vast. 

The worst part of this case appears to be the 
desperate need for justice. The mother and 

daughter that plotted this scheme should be 
charged for harassment and booked at the 
nearest courthouse due to. their extreme meas- 
ures in what began as a simple teenage quarrel. 
There is no excuse for the behavior both of the 
participants displayed during the six weeks 
they continued to lead the young girl on. 

Due to several tragedies such as Meier's case, 
many people have begun to question whether 
or not these online personal profile sites are 
strictly used for pleasure or for deception. 

According to research done by Cox 
Communications in 2006, parental awareness 
of their teens' online activities has risen signif- 
icantly in the last year. Cox also discovered that 
teens whose parents have talked to them a 
great deal about online safety are less likely to 
consider meeting in person someone they met 
on the internet. 

Meier's mother knew of the love affair 
occurring online and should not have let her 
13 year old daughter continue it. Even worse 
than the fact that a squabble spiraled out of 
control, both mothering parties failed miser- 
ably in their attempt at setting good examples 
for their daughters. While one mother pro- 
longed the warning signs, the other party dis- 
played a malevolent characteristic that will 
most likely be portrayed by her daughter in 
future years. 

When it comes to internet harassment, 
MySpace, Facebook and Xanga are commonly 
known as sites that allow easy access for online 
bullies. However, there is a way to reduce the 
amount of teens harassed online, and this 
method can be summed up in one simple 
action: supervise! 

Tiffany Gibson is a freshman English major 
and can be reached at tdg2w@mtsu.edu. 

'Abstinence-only' teaching flawed 
Lakiesha Seay 

Contributing Columnist 

"Don't have sex until marriage." That was 
the message that was pounded into my head 
during what was supposed to be a class about 
sex education. The only education that I 
received, however, was about how if I had sex 
before marriage, I was going to catch a disease 
and die. At least that is what I heard. 

Whatever happened to the concept of 
actually educating people about sex as part 
of the curriculum in sex education, anyway? 
Sex education isn't supposed to just be 
about abstinence. 

There should be a mixture of education 
about abstinence, along with information 
about sexually transmitted infections (ST1 
and ways to prevent them. There also should 
be information about the different kinds of 
birth control. 

From what I've gathered, advocates of absti- 
nence believe that teaching comprehensive sex 
education teaches people to have low morals 
and values and that only sex in a married set- 
ting is healthy. 

Seemingly, those who endorse abstinence- 
only sex education think free information 
about how to make informed choices regard- 
ing sex leads to immorality, as well as 
unhealthy and unlawful practices. 

So, free information about how to make 
informed choices related to sex education 
leads to immorality? What does that mean? 
Does it mean the government is trying to sup- 
press information that is available, because it 
doesn't like what people might do otherwise ? 
If so, I consider that an unlawful practice 
myself. 

The federal government champions the 

abstinence-only approach, and funds only 
those schools and programs that teach absti- 
nence-only education, according to MSNBC, 
which also reports that the federal government 
spends about $176 million annually on absti- 
nence programs for students in middle school 
and high school. 

In my opinion, though, by providing 
funding to schools that solely teach absti- 
nence-only sex education, the federal gov- 
ernment is trying to impose its morals on 
students. These would be, in my view, the 
morals of the same group of people who are 
unconstitutionally wiretapping telephones 
and sending soldiers to fight and be killed in 
a war that some believe can't be won. 

If the government wants to speak about 
comprehensive sex education or a lack or 
morals, perhaps those who make these deci- 
sions should open a dictionary and find the 
definitions for both 'comprehensive' and 
'morals' before they begin to criticize a pro- 
gram for supposedly not having any of the 
latter. 

Some school administrators in California 
have opted out of federal funding for their 
schools' sex-ed programs to teach more com- 
prehensive sex education. To schools leaders 
such as these in California and other places 
that are choosing to expand their sex-ed pro- 
grams, I say, "Good tor you!" 

By doing this, you are helping America's 
youth and the future of America. You have 
realized that just by telling teens not to do 
something because it could possibly hurt you 
does not mean they are going to abstain. 

Realizing that teenagers, quite naturally, are 
going to be curious about sex because it's part 
of puberty and growing up demonstrates that 
some forward-thinking leaders—such as those 

in California - have decided to teach their stu- 
dents how to be safe and protect themselves. 

Don't get me wrong, though. I don't want to 
sound as if I am completely against abstinence, 
because I am not. I'm not against the idea. 

It is agreed that that abstinence is the best 
way to prevent unwanted pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted infections, but I'm* 
against using it as the only method of sex 
education when it's not the best one or the 
only one - and it's obviously not working in 
most settings. 

For example, statistics in a 2004 edition of 
Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive 
Health composed by H. Weinstock show 
increases of nearly 19 million new STI cases in 
America every year and the national Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention ranks 
Tennessee 10th in cases of sexually transmitted 
diseases, part of an overall increase across the 
country. Half of the 19 million new cases are 
teens ages 15-24, and the U.S. has the highest 
teen pregnancy rates of any developed country 
in the world, according to the Guttmacher 
Institute. 

What do these numbers tell me? The num- 
bers tell me that the government is hurting the 
country and the world's future. Sex education 
is supposed to be just that, an education, and 
teaching abstinence is one option, but such an 
education should also include info about 
methods of prevention of infections and dis- 
eases, as well as help young people with all the 
emotional and physical changes one goes 
through during the ages when sex education is 
introduced. 

In my opinion, it's about time the govern- 
ment opened its eyes and realizes it's causing 
more harm than good. 
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Letters to the Editor 

MT's Wi-Fi, e-mail woefully inadequate 
To the Editor: 

I have noticed in my past year at this university that there are 
two things that are desperately needed to help students achieve 
an education. 

The first of these is the size of our e-mail inbox. 5MB is too 
small for any real use on a university campus. Students are 
required to obtain free e-mail addresses from providers such as 
Gmail or Yahoo in order have an effective e-mail. 

Our school e-mail system does not provide enough space to 
receive a typical PowerPoint presentation. With e-mail being 
such a vital part of communication between teachers and stu- 
dents, why are we reduced to using such an archaic system? 

My second complaint is that of our Wi-Fi system on cam- 
pus. It seems impossible to get a decent and more important, 
reliable connection anywhere on campus. Connecting to wire- 
less internet is spotty at best in the newer buildings, such as the 
BAS, and non existent in the older ones. The repository of 
knowledge, Walker Library, is quite possibly the worst of them 
all. This new and modern building has no connection in any of 
the group study rooms. The connection in the main hall is not 
much better. If a signal is obtained, it will disappear within a 
few minutes. 

How are students expected to utilize these rooms and the 
library if we cannot have decent internet connection? Student 
government needs to address these problems and bring MTSU 
into the 21st century. 

Matthew Davis 
Senior, College of Basic and Applied Sciences 

Web site honors Jeremy Beatty's life 
To the Editor: 

Just in case anyone who knew Jeremy would like to go, there 
is a new web site called www.rcmemberjcremy.com thai we 
can all post memories on. 

Christy Corvin 
Old Trinity Lane, Nashville 

Blevins' column incomplete, inaccurate 
To the Editor: 

Our reporting class (3090-003) was surprised Thursday 
afternoon to read the Sidelines opinion column written by 
S.N. Blevins 1*08 candidates bad, worse" Nov. 15]. After read- 
ing the piece, we as a group were disappointed in the quality 
and factuality of Blevins' work. 

We have investigated the current presidential candidates for 
the entire semester and has found a number of facts that are 
missing from the column. 

Blevins is entitled to his opinion, but his argument is weak- 
ened because the column lacked any specific flow or direction. 
He left out major candidates such as Mitt Romney and John 
Edwards. Overall we were disappointed in the quality of the 
piece for publication. 

The G.O.P.: 
Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani is the current 

Republican front-runner. Giuliani vaulted into the national 
spotlight after the attacks of Sept. 11, when he gained support 
from both parties for his leadership of New York City. 

Giuliani has used his media credibility, his aggressive stance 
on terror and his record of tax cuts and fiscal responsibility in 
his campaign. He told the New York Sun in August, "I am the 
Republican who has the best chance of winning against any of 
the Democrats." 

Giuliani's anti-abortion stance and liberal history, however, 
have hurt his support from the conservative base and may 
split the vote against him in the election. 

Mitt Romney, former governor of Massachusetts, cam- 
paigns on a pro-growth tax agenda, a federalist approach to 
nationwide health insurance and improving and sustaining 
the culture and values of America. 

Romney says he aims to lower taxes for the betterment of 
the economy and to keep companies from moving their busi- 
nesses overseas. 

As governor of Massachusetts, Romney set a statewide 
health care plan into place. 

"The law appears to be working. As of Nov. 1, the date for 
the most recent statistics, more than 200,000 formerly unin- 
sured people had gotten insurance, roughly half of the state's 
target," said Glen Johnson of the Associated Press. 

Tennessee's former senator Fred Thompson wasn't even 
mentioned in Blevins' article, although he is five points ahead 
of John McCain, who was mentioned, according to a poll by 
the American Research Group. 

If Thompson had been mentioned, we're sure it would have 
included facts like his 'yes' vote on banning partial birth abor- 
tions in Oct. 1999, and that he voted 'yes' on allowing foreign 
workers into the U.S. for farm work in July 1998. 

U.S. Senator John McCain has taken a strong stance in favor 
of continuing the Iraq War and has voted 'yes' on numerous 
bills to increase funding for the military. 

McCain has favored free trade. In May 2000, he voted 'yes' 
on expanding trade to the third world. In September 2000, he 
voted 'yes' on permanent normal trade relations with China 
and he voted 'no' on a bill for trade sanctions against China if 
it sold weapons. 

McCain sidestepped an issue when he reacted to a statement 
made by a woman in Hilton Head Island, S.C. 

McCain chuckled after the woman asked, "How do we beat 
the bitch?" implying Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
McCain asked, "May I give a translation?" and added, "That's 
an excellent question." 

McCain tried to minimize the crudeness of the situation 
and said, "I respect Senator Clinton. I respect anyone who gets 
the nomination of the Democratic Party." 

However, he did not denounce the derogatory term used by 
his supporter. 

Former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee also should have 
been mentioned in Blevins' story. Huckabee is dueling with 
Thompson for third place in the Republican party, and has 
made remarkable progress in the first three primary states 
with a modest budget. 

U.S. Rep. Ron Paul, of Texas, is the only candidate advocat- 
ing the immediate withdrawal from Iraq (and 130 other coun- 
tries with a U.S. military presence), which explains the sup- 
port from troops Blevins mentioned in his opinion piece. 

Dr. Paul is a strict constitutionalist, and his grassroots cam- 
paign boasts no contributions from corporations. His liber- 
tarian policies and ability to stick to his ideals appears to have 
attracted disenfranchised voters. 

Alex Blackwelder's well-researched letter to the editor 
["Rep. Paul responsible spender" Nov. 15) presents an exam- 

ple of Paul's adherence to the U.S. Constitution. 
Paul has stated that he has no intention of repeating his unsuc- 

cessful 1988 presidential campaign as a third party candidate, where 
he ran as a Libertarian while/emaining a registered Republican. He 
also refuses to support other Republican candidates if he loses the 
nomination unless they change their stance on the war. 

The Democrats: 
U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton is the front-runner in the Democratic 

primary race. She maintains a steady, healthy distance in the polls 
from her closest opponents, Senators Obama and Edwards. She 
supports troop withdrawal while maintaining stability in the 
Middle East, she is for health care and education reforms, and she 
favors environmental legislation. 

Former North Carolina Sen. John Edwards has been left with the 
duty to slug it out with Hillary Clinton, the acknowledged favorite. 
While other Democratic candidates have kept a lower profile, 
Edwards is risking his second-place position by opposing Clinton's 
day-to-day political statements. 

U.S. Sen. Barack Obama served as the Illinois state senator for 
seven years before moving onto the U.S. Senate. Early in his career, 
Obama was a civil rights attorney in Chicago. He entered politics in 
the 1980s. 

Obama handled voting rights and discrimination cases. His com- 
munity projects helped low-income workers in Chicago get local 
jobs, fix up the areas and remove asbestos in their homes. Obama is 
responsible for starting the largest voter registration drive in 
Chicago history for President Clinton's campaign in '92. 

Joe Biden of Delaware was elected to the Senate in 1972. Biden's 
main issues are the war in Iraq, health care, and education. Biden 
has a five-point plan for Iraq consisting of establishing one Iraq 
with three regions. 

The plan would share oil revenues with Sunni Arabs, assemble 
with the U.N. a regional security conference, downsize U.S. troops, 
and provide more reconstruction assistance and the establishment 
of jobs in Iraq for natives. 

Biden's health care plan would cover all children, gain access for 
adults, reinsure for catastrophic cases concerning employers, and 
encourage prevention and modernization. His stances on educa- 
tion consist of establishing a sixteen-year school system, providing 
more training and higher salaries for teachers, and reducing the size 
nf classes to provide teachers with the resources they need to build 
the opportunities for learning that our students deserve. 

New Mexico governor Bill Richardson has steadily held his num- 
ber four position in the polls against the Democratic candidates, 
despite making one large promise to the American people. 
Richardson stated he would leave zero troops in Iraq. He made the 
statement at Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H. on Sept. 26 and 
again in Iowa at the Jefferson-Jackson dinner on Nov. 10. While no 
other Democratic candidates could promise removal of the troops 
until 2013, Richardson claims he can do it by the end of 2009. 

One issue that might not sit well with conservative Republicans is 
that Richardson supports abortion rights like all of the other 
Democratic candidates. 

Daniel Dean 
Senior, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences 
Reggie Miller 
Junior, College ot Mass Communications 
Henry Mullins 
Senior, College of Mass Communications 
Mandie Rowden 
Senior, College of Mass Communications 
Kristopher Sage 
Sophomore, College of Mass Communications 
Britney Spear 
Junior, College of Mass Communications 
Jesse Trew 
Senior, College of Liberal Arts 
Ben Underwood 
Junior, College of Mass Communications 
Andre Youmans 
Junior, College of Mass Communications 

Thanks to community from Beatty family 
To the Editor: 

I am writing to thank everyone from MTSU for their support 
during this last week since the death of my nephew and Godson, 
Jeremy Beatty. The family is grateful for all the phone calls and 
beautiful flowers from the Administration, as well as the tremen- 
dous support from all of the students who came to the funeral 
home and church and spoke with his parents. 

A special thank you also to Sara Sudak and Andy Bickers from 
Housing, and my friend, Lisa Thayer, who all helped me pack and 
move Jeremy's things. I'd like to correct one thing in your article 
["Student dies in Cummings Hall, official cause remains unknown" 
Nov. 12], however - we know Jeremy died due to complications 
from his diabetes. There was no autopsy, and we are not waiting for 
any test results. Thank you very much again for all support. 

Peggy Duszynski 
Secretary, MTSU Undergraduate Research Center 

Feature story wrong to use blog posts 
To the Editor: 

I was disappointed to see the "article" on Jeremy Beatty. I found 
it rude and insensitive to copy and paste his blogs as some form of 
a news article. Although I'm sure it was very simple to find his web- 
pages and copy his blogs, maybe it would have benefitted the writer 
to actually take some time to find out who Jeremy was from his 
closest friends and family. Simply regurgitating what is the easiest 
to find online is a cop-out. It seems that Sidelines has suddenly 
turned into the "Mini-feed" that Facebook already provides. 

Amanda Cook 
lunior, College of Mass Communications 

Ron Paul only common-sense politician 
To the Editor: 

I must respond to your staff columnist, Daniel Potter, whose letter 
"Ron Paul unusual, unfavorable" appeared in Sidelines on Nov 19. 

Ron Paul is "unusual" simply because our government has 
strayed so far from its Constitutional limits that our founders 
wouldn't recognize us. And Dr. Paul is "unfavorable" to many 
because they have grown accustomed to our oversized federal 
bureaucracy. 

The reason there is a "rabid base of supporters" who may "vote for 
the first time next November" is that Dr. Paul has cured their apathy. 

Potter questions whether these new voters truly understand his 
platform, or have just "fallen prey to his shrewd marketing of choice 
issues." People understand the message of liberty. 

Issues like limited government interference, protecting national 
sovereignty, staying out of foreign wars (noninterventionist policy), 
sound money instead of fiat currency, and more individual respon- 
sibility appealed to America's founders, not just a bunch of today's 
college kids. 

Regarding Ron Paul's forward-thinking endorsement of 
Ronald Reagan in 1976 even while "the Republicans already 
had an incumbent in the White House - Gerald Ford", I think 
Potter misses the point. You'd be hard-pressed to find many 
people who don't agree with Dr. Paul that Reagan was a much 
better (though not perfect) voice for limited government than 
Ford. Reagan proved it from 1980 - 1988. 

Support for the Second Amendment was appreciated by our 
founders, not just to today's "hard music demographic." 
Makes me wonder whether Potter has a problem with other 
parts of the Bill of Rights. 

Dr. Paul's "disdain for the War on Drugs" is borne out of 
common sense, a commodity lacking in Washington. Why 
continue spending billions of your tax dollars on a losing 
cause? Prohibition against alcohol failed, and so has the war 
on drugs. In Lyndon Johnson's "war on poverty", poverty won, 
as more people became dependent on government welfare. 
Those billions can be much better spent and invested by its 
earners - you and I. 

If Potter's mother had exercised her power to choose an 
abortion, he would not have been around to write "being anti- 
choice is not rock'n' roll [or cool], and therefore neither is Ron 
Paul." Since when is killing unborn babies "rock 'n' roll", or 
cool? 1973,1 guess-Roe v. Wade. 

Now to Potter's "heart of the matter" - Ron Paul's "ostensi- 
bly noble goal of eradicating government as we know it." Dr. 
Paul, and his growing following, just want a constitutional 
government, where the states or the people (10th 
Amendment) do the things the federal government was NOT 
established to do. See: U. S. Constitution. 

And reducing burdensome regulations and taxes on busi- 
ness is always a good thing, keeping good jobs and industries 
here in America, and growing the middle class. 

It is with good reason that Ron Paul has been called "the 
Thomas Jefferson of our day." Jefferson said, "I deem [one of] 
the essential principles of our government [to be] peace, com- 
merce, and honest friendship with all nations, entangling 
alliances with none..." Unusual, yes...and wise. 

Jim Sandman '01, USN Ret. 
Gold Valley Dr. Murfreesboro 

Feature's title misleading, upsetting 
To the Editor: 

I wrote a letter to Sidelines yesterday, part of which alerted 
them to an error in their first article about Jeremy ["Student 
dies in Cummings Hall, official cause remains unknown" Nov. 
12]. There is no question about the cause of death - Jeremy was 
a Type 1 diabetic, determined to move out on his own and go 
to college. We don't know exactly what happened, but our 
guess is it was faster than in the past, (he had been close to 
death twice before, he knew what going into diabetic shock felt 
like) making him unable to call any of his family. There was no 
autopsy - we are not waiting for any test results. Sidelines advi- 
sor, Steven Chappell, told me today that the MTSU Chief of 
Police reported to them that there was an autopsy done. I 
placed a call to the detective who handled Jeremy's case to ver- 
ify this, but have not heard back. His parents did not request an 
autopsy, and if the state had ordered one, I think we would 
have been told. 

I also tried to reach Andy Harper [Managing Editor] today, 
leaving a voicemail, but did not hear back. I guess it was his 
decision to copy and paste Jeremy's blog into the newspaper. 
Since I just read here that someone else said it bothered him 
that his blog could be printed in a newspaper, it validated how 
exploited I felt, as a member of Jeremy's family, when I saw this 
entire page in the paper today. Then I thought, well, he himself 
posted it on the internet... but, I don't think his intent was the 
same as this article today. 

What bothered me the most was the title saying, "blog gives 
insight into student's death" ("The Life of Jeremy Beatty" Nov. 
19]. I asked Mr. Chappell what insight they had received? He 
said that wasn't a good title, it should have said, "insight into 
student's life". I said, yes, that would be very different, would- 
n't it? That, along with saying we are waiting for autopsy 
results, sounds to me like you are trying to make this into a 
mystery when there is none. He offered no further explanation, 
or apology. 1 asked if he would correct these inaccuracies. He 
said he could online but not in the paper. 

I know some of you said you thought the "article" had heart, 
but you also said it made you feel sadder about his life. That is 
not the way any of us want him remembered. 

Many, many students came to the visitation and the funeral. 
They were wonderful to talk to Jeremy's parents personally. 

However, and I may be wrong about this, as far as I know, there 
wasn't anyone at MTSU other than me who had known him 
more than 2 months. It seemed to us that he had formed some 
wonderful friendships in that short time, and some of you 
maybe were getting to know a whole side of him that we did 
not, but no one here was informed enough to write "The Life 
of Jeremy Beatty" by doing nothing but choosing blog entries. 
The article reached no conclusions about his life or death, and 
I consider it extremely irresponsible. I hope his grieving par- 
ents and sister do not see it. I hope this is not indicative of what 
is being taught in any of our journalism classes. 

Peggy Duszynski 
Secretary, MTSU Undergraduate Research Center 

Jeremy Beatty feature in poor taste 
To the Editor: 

1 am not an MTSU student, but I was a friend to Jeremy 
Beatty who was a student and an amazing person. I am com- 
pletely appalled at the 'feature' article that was written about 
Jeremy's life ("The life of Jeremy Beatty" Nov. 19]. Stealing his 
words from his MySpace and Facebook profiles is not an 
'insight' into his life. 

If you wanted to know about or tell people about Jeremy's 
life, do some real journalism and interview his friends and 
family. Go to the places he used to work or respond to some- 
one who posts a comment to get some real insight into what 
his life was like. 

I'm sure that you or the author of that 'article' were never 
blessed enough to have known Jeremy, or else you would have 
respected him a little more than to post what you did. I know 
that in today's world, the lines are a lot thinner when it comes 
to internet postings and privacy, but have some integrity when 
writing something that could damage the reputation of some- 
one who is deceased. 

Everyone who knew Jeremy knew what he had been through 
and how far he had come. There is no reason to bring up the 
negatives of his life in his death. He was truly one of the great- 
est people I will ever have the pleasure of knowing and I am 
heartbroken that you and your staff think it is appropriate to 
'write' what you have. Hopefully, you will have a little more tact 
in the future when it comes to situations such as this. 

Amy Weber 
Crump Drive, Nashville 

A 
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lire Shock 

By Lemon Keith 

Staff Writer 

After glancing over magazine covers dominated by half-naked 
women or irrelevant material, many college students wonder what 
join ti.ili-.ni is coming n>. 

lust when despair was about to set in. advertising major Tatiana 
R. fohnson created Culture Shock Magazine. She now serves as 
editor in chief and finds it refreshing, keeping up with the latest 
news and trends. 

"I wanted people to start reading again, and I wanted my peers' 
opinion as well." 

Culture shock magazine is the spin-off to the innovative show that 
si.us fohnson that is broadcast on You lube and Comcast channel 10, 
which is geared toward skateboarding and fashion culture. 

The current target market is college and high school students. 
lohnson's goal is to cover issues people arc interested in reading. It is 
also geared toward career-minded people who enjoy reading about 
the music and fashion industry. She hopes to attract a modern and 
younger generation. 

"Culture Shock Magazine presents the facts, interesting stories, 
what actual students think about their culture. The fashion is not 
focused on one particular brand or designer; instead, it's focused on 
current and available fashion. 

Culture  Shock  Magazine  is currently available online at cul 
tuicshockniag.com and focuses on music, fashion and culture, writ- 
ten only by young adults who are mostly students. 

We don't have 30 01 40 yeai -olds writing tor our audience. It s 
written by people who know, who experience it, and write about 
it. We write because we are passionate about it. just .is you don't 
have to tell an artist to paint, because it is who they arc and want 
to be," says Davis. 

"The fashion section is geared toward stuff our generation 
wears, and that our target audience has resources to get. not from 
I ranee, Italy or some other country, but what is in right now right 
lure,' says 1 >a\ is. 'We simply say, hey this ,s what people are 
wearing in New lersey, etc. It we say it's hot, than it is, because we 
wear it and we know.' 

"We are not currently getting paid to write, but doing it because we 
love it; it makes us work harder, and I know someday it will pay off 
when I get paid for writing for someone else's magazine or someone 
is buying my magazine," says Davis. 

"Our writers are not told what to say or write, they actually buy the 
( 1 K and listen to the music. They are interested and understand it." 
says lohnson. 

The magazine has gained a lot of support from Ohio, Atlanta, 
St.Louis and New lersey. All these states currently have contributing 
writers, but lohnson hopes that she will continue to get more spon- 
sors and advertisers on the web. 

"There are currently so many magazines, but I think something is 
missing. Student writers add spice of what we know and what we 
think," says lohnson. 

The magazine is still looking for students to write and help with 
promotion. "The only stipulation is that those interested want to 
learn, write and help with promoting and advertising so that the suc- 
cess ot the magazine will continue as people become more aware," 
says lohnson, emphasizing her passion for the magazine. 

Although the idea generated with Tatiana and her friends, she is 
still trving to expand it. Riverdale Shock is a new page Johnson is 
working on that will keep high school students updated on events 
and current news. 

One of the weaknesses lohnson sees with the magazine is the com- 
munication with long-distance writers because they cannot physical- 
ly attend the weekly meetings. 

Aside from that, the magazine has several strengths, including writ- 
ers from different regions who on write on diverse topics. 

\t the age ot 2(1. lohnson has already started work on one of her 
main goals. 

"My overall goal is to give back to college students because it is hard 
to go out and get a job. but hopefully I can help by providing intern- 
ships. I want to build a strong empire including my clothing line 
Immer Voran which means 'always ahead' in German, I want to grow 
as magazine, Ad Company, and television show." 

Along the way she hopes that her company will provide jobs, and 
build a community center so kids can learn and gain experience in 
mass communication industry. 

"I don't think culture shock magazine has a future, I think it is the 
future, says Davis. 'I will stay with it as far as it goes." ♦ 

Top 10 MTSU downloads 
MTSU's  Top   10   most   downloaded   music   on 
RUCKUS.com this week: 

1. "IGetIt/Chevelle 

2. "Bohemian Rhapsody," Queen 

3."Should've Said No," Taylor Swift 

4. "Hot Blooded (Single Version)," Foreigner 
5. "Heels Over Head," Boys Like Girls 
6. "Kiss Kiss," Chris Brown featuringT-Pain 

7. "Ball And Chain," Social Distortion 
8. "On Top Of The World," Boys Like Girls 
9. "Sunday Bloody Sunday," U2 

10. "I'm    Shipping    Up    To    Boston 
Version), "Dropkick Murphys 

&h£L*Axzy^ 
(From top right, clockwise) Mark "Butter" Fortney on vocals and guitar. Big Vmny 

"The Mack" Hickerson, a singer and dancer trom Perry County, TN and Crystal Hoyt. a bombshell- 

soul singer from Louisiana "that makes the whole band look better" 

Alumnus succeeds 
in music world 

By Emily Sterrie 

Staff Writer 

Do the words whiskey, duct tape .\m\ 
"bustubious" mean anything to you? i )nly 
after catching ,i performance from the 
one-of-a-kind band Trailer Choir can you 
begin to understand the connection. 

Trailer Choir is an up-and-coming 
country band out ol Nashville that will 
play a special homecoming performance 
at Bluesboro Bar and (irill this Thursday, 
Nov. 29 at 10:00 p.m. 

Trailer Choir is a unique, tun loving 
and energetic seven piece band led In 
Mark "Butter" Fortney on vocals and gui 
tar. Big Yinnv The Mack" Hickerson, a 
singer and dancer from IVrn I ounty.TN, 
who's got the "gyrations that shake the 
foundations," and Crystal I lent, a bomb 
shell soul singei from Louisiana "that 
makes the whole band look better," 
according to their Web site. 

Butter, originally from Ohio, lirsi start 
ed playing guitar in high school and began 
dabbling in songwriting soon alter. He 
came to MTSU because he knew he want 
ed to pursue a music career. 

While at  MTSU,  butter  says  he  per 
formed   his   musie   everywhere,   from 
Bluesboro to Gentleman |ims .\<u\ ti.n 
parties, even during Happy Hour at the 
Holiday Inn. 

After graduating from MTSU in 1997 
with a major in Mass Communications 
and an emphasis in the music business. 
Butter worked at publishing companies 
and record labels for a few years before 
starting his own publishing company. 

Of his experiences at MTSU, Butter 
cannot say enough. "MTSU is my life." he 
says. "Everything that I've become in my 
life today, MTSU was and is a continuing 
part of. I learned everything about the 
business, from copyright law to how to 
clean the tape machine. I'm very grateful 
for the education I received and the people 
I was able to work with there, both student 
sand teachers." 

The members of Trailer Choir met 
about four years ago through Nashville's 
Muzik Mafia and everything just seemed 
to fall into place. 

"The songs I was writing and perform- 
ing just started catching on once I began 
working with Vinny and Crystal." says 
Butter. "Writing songs and being an enter- 
tainer was steering me clown this path." 

What's unique about Trailer Choir, 
says Butter, is their style of songwriting 

and performing 
We have a very visual presentation. 

Vinny dances and is very engaging, and we 
have a take on songs and living life that is 
completely our own." 

Trailer Choir is all about having tun, 
making friends and not taking life too 
seriously, ,\m.\ then shows have explosive 
and unforgettable hillbilly flair. 

Butter savs the name of the band arose 
because they didn't want it to be just one 
person's name, and because all of the 
songs they perform are fun sing-alongs. 

"And it you're around us for more than 
ten minutes." he says, "you II sec where the 
trailer part comes from." 

\ttcr perfecting their sound and style, 
Trailer Choir quickly began creating a 
major buzz around Nashville and were 
recently lucky enough to be signed to Toby 
Keiths record label. Show Dog Nashville. 
in lune 2006. 

As Butter tells it. one night when the band 
was performing at 12th and Porter in 
Nashville, Keith showed up unexpectedly tor 
the last two songs ol their set. He asked to 
meet the band, who were in total disbelief 

loin said he really loved what we were 
doing, asked d few questions, and told us 
about his new record label." Butter s,i\s. 

\n exchange of numbers led Keith 
attending another show, along with (Ml, 
his management company and his record 
label. He brought the house to come see us 
at a big showcase in Nashville." says Butter. 

It was all on the line and we did great; he 
offered us a record deal the wry next day. It 
went from zero to sixty in a hurry." 

When asked if the band was nervous 
about their performance for the country 
music superstar. Butter describes the feel- 
ing as "nervous but confident." 

"We had been playing so long and had a 
neat, fun show to put on for him." he savs. 
'We iust relied on what we had been 

doing. We didn't have to change anything; 
we didn't have to be more or less, we iust 
did the show we were used to doing. We 
had faith in ourselves. The songs were 
there, the show was there, and the timing 
was there." 

After signing on with Keiths label. 
Trailer Choir toured the U.S. with the 
country crooner last summer and has 
plans to tour with him again in February 
and March. The summer tour, which con- 
sisted of thirty dates and huge venues, was 
an incredible experience for the band, who 
traveled from Delaware to Texas to Seattle 
to  Boston. Butter savs the tour trulv 

changed their lives. 
"It was our tirst time touring in an actu- 

al tour bus—one that we could afford— 
not a rented van and a U-haul," he says. 
"Tour buses and catering, the whole deal." 

Currently, Trailer Choir is garnering an 
onslaught of media attention while 
recording their debut album, which is 
being produced by Keith and co-produced 
by Butter himself. Of working with some- 
one as famous as Toby Keith, Butter says, 
"It's wild. We work with him all the time in 
the studio. He's producing our record and 
singing our songs. Sometimes it seems so 
surreal because I've worked so hard to try 
and make it. It's cool." Butter predicts that 
Trailer Choir's tirst single will be out 
sometime in February or March of 2008. 

We iust want to make the songs every- 
thing they can be," he says. "All these chunks 
ot the puzzle are finally coming together." 

but Butter hasn't forgotten his long 
struggle to break into the music business. 

"I've been one ot the typical musician 
guys all my lite, busting my ass trying to be 
successful. I teel verv. very, very lucky. I'm 
still verv Jose to all of my old friends who 
are still trying to get signed, and I know 
the struggle. It's very competitive and I feel 
very fortunate." 

I lowever. Butter offers encouragement 
to other budding musicians and hopes to 
be a kind of inspiration to struggling 
recording industry students at MTSU. 

"I hope to continue my career as a 
writer and performer, and I hope that my 
success can be a kind ot sounding board to 
promote MTSU for people that have been 
in my position. I always knew that I want- 
ed to be in Nashville, but I knew I wasn't 
ready to get right into Music Row. MTSU 
gave me the ability to be knowledgeable in 
all aspects of the entertainment business 
and music business. I still in my everyday 
activities use the knowledge and experi- 
ences I learned at MTSU." 

So with the New Near last approaching 
and Trailer Choir's tame quickly rising. 
Butter says that his biggest hope for the 
band in the coming year is iust to get the 
first single out and start having success on 
radio and television. But most important, 
he sa\ s, is simply "having the opportunity 
to be able to create and perform music." 

So be sure and make it to Bluesboro 
on Thursday night to support one of 
MTSU's own music success stories, 
and be on the look out for Trailer 
Choir in '08: "Taking over the world. 
one smile at a time."* 

•   1 
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John 
Wilson 
passes 
away 
By Richard Lowe 

Sports Editor 

John Wilson, a camera man in 
the middle Tennessee area for 
over 30 years, passed away early 
Friday morning in a fire at his 
home. He was 65. 

Wilson had worked at 
WSMV, Channel 4 in Nashville, 
lull and part time since 1972 
and spent some time at WKRN, 
Channel 2. He was also a video 
photographer for all Middle 
Tennessee sporting events and 
coaches' television shows. The 
last footage he shot for the uni- 
versity's athletic department 
was show on the most recent 
episode of "The Rick Stockstill 
I V Show." 

"He meant a lot to (MTSUf 
says Chris Massaro, Director of 
Athletics for MT. "Any time you 
sic highlights of the Blue 
Raiders over the last several 
years, chances are it was )ohn's 
work. He's going to be missed." 

lohn's wife, Harriette, was 
also in the house but was able to 
escape. She was taken to Middle 
Tennessee Medical Center for 
evaluation. 

MT faces Louisville in NCAA tournament 
By Clarence Plank 

Staff Writer 

loots was bus) Sunday nighl with people coming 
and going, but for a group silting in front ot a IV dui 
ing the NCAA Tournament selection show Watching. 
Waiting. It was business is usually foi the blue Raiders, 
who for the second straight year had won their confer- 
ence title and a berth into the Nl  \ A Tournament. 

For the second straight year the Blue Raiders will be 
traveling to Louisville. Ky., to face Louisville as it was 
announced by the NCAA Volleyball Committee. 

The letdown of the night was that the first and sec 
ond rounds of the NCAA Tournament might have 
been played in Murfreesboro. meaning that Louisville 
(22-7), Tennessee State (20-13) and Hawaii  (26 5) 
would have came to MT over the weekend. 

"We're a little disappointed that we're not hosting," 
Peck said. "But in all honesty, we play very well on the 
road and played very well there last year." 

Last year Ml made history b   beating I ouiswllt - 
in the first round advai   inj   '    lite sen  id  n 
win re ; 'Inn State kiiotk< i ili<  Win ltaid<   - 

1   \ \  lout n.imcnl u iili  i  :   i  ■• in. 
rhU year Louisville leads tin  nation m blocks pu 

(something, someone b> thisl. when Ml is i nieutb 
seventh. I he game is going lo come down to ball con 
trol lor the Blue Raiders and how well the; < in pass 
the ball against Louisville. 

MT is going to spend their time before they head to 
Louisville on Thursday tuning up and practicing, but 
changing little sin e 'his season's formula has pn 
successful. 

I think we're a better tins year than we were List 
year," Peck said."That's obvious. We're more balanced, 
our ball control is better, our blocking is better. So 
we re excited no matter who otn opponent was going 
to be in the first round 

"I think Louisville would be vci) motivated in play 
ing us obviously, but we're more motivated to play 

tel     Pe I 

,i     i     • •     , 

I'M ol   1 ' ,iu I 
''Hi hi 

I think we need lo have ically -":' ' peifoimnnces 
ii n -    Peel  -li1.    I he) ' a\e lo 

step and pl.tv b it will bi   i g'< il mat* h 

I in the lirsi - in lh« Sun Bell t onference, 
the leant I  an   it luge bid  with  Western 
Kentu in second place in the confei 

as a tunnei up in tin SBl   ' hampionship. 
11'   lady I lilltoppers earned a nod lo fa e Wright 

Stall    \>s|    won  the  Missouri V'alle)  Coi 
WKI g to I incoli        bras! tl e 

I ♦ 

- Belmont 85, Middle Tennessee 62 - 

Blue Raiders lose second road game in a row 
By Chris Martin 

Staff Writer 

With two minutes left in the second half, 
the Belmont fans jingled their keys and 
chanted "start the bus" as the Bruins put 
the finishing touches on an 85-62 pound- 
ing of Middle Tennessee. 

However, the key-shaking could have 
begun at 17:54 in the first half when senior 
guard lustin Hare hit the first basket of the 
game, a three-pointer. The Blue Raiders 
never recovered from that three-point 
deficit. 

"We're a poor defensive team right 
now," MT head coach Kermit Davis said. 
"It's something that we have always done- 
well. We were just not very alert tonight." 

The loss is MT's second big road defeat 
to an in-state opponent in as many weeks. 
On Nov. 20, The Blue Raiders lost 109-40 
to Tennessee in Knoxville. 

One big factor that contributed to the 
Bruins success was three-point shooting. 
Belmont hit eight of 20 three pointers, but 
it did the most damage with the trey in the 
first half when it hit seven of 11 long-range 
shots. As a result, the key and baseline- 
opened up for the Bruins as M I tightened 
its perimeter defense. 

"It's so hard to guard all the way out on 
the three-point line and stop baskets from 
being scored in the paint," Belmont head 
coach Rick Byrd said. "Whether it's back- 
cuts or someone posting up, If you're not 
making |three's| they can pack it in and 
none of that happens. Our three point 
shooting is a big part of what we do and it 
always will be." 

The Bruins had four players score in 
double figures, led by junior forward 
Matthew  Dotson  who chipped  in   18 

points to go along with six rebounds. 
Belmont has proven this season that it 

can hang with big time competition. The 
-Bruins already have two road wins over 
opponents from power conferences. On 
Nov. 11, they beat Big Fast member 
Cincinnati 86-75 and on Nov. 14 they 
defeated an Alabama squad that won 20 
games last season. 

The Blue Raiders could have used junior 
guard Calvin O Neil's defense on the out- 
side. O'Neil was lost tor the season when 
he injured his right knee in MT's 78-77 
loss to San lose St. on Nov. 15. 

"We miss [O'Neil] a ton because he 
would have played 35 minutes,'" I ),i\ is said 
"He was kind of our rock and our tough 
guy. It hurts us a lot. I don't know if he- 
could solve all of our problems, but he sure 
would he getting about 30-35 minutes and 
guarding the other team's best perimeter 
player." 

One bright spot for the Blue Raiders was 
junior center Theryn Hudson's play. 
Hudson bested his career high in points 
when he hit two free throws late in the sec 
ond quarter to give him 15 points tor the 
game. Hudson also tied with Desmond 
V.ites for the leant lead in rebounds with 
seven. 

"I thought in the second half, [Hudson] 
had a lot more aggression.' I >,i\ is said. He 
was more active around the goal and he 
rebounded the ball better. We've got to 
have that out of him for 30-35 minutes.' 
The Blue Raiders and Bruins will meet up 
again on Dec. 12 at the Murphy Center. 
Before then, ML will travel to Houston, 
Texas on Dec. I to take on the Houston 
Cougars. That game is scheduled to begin 
at 7 p.m. ♦ 

PhoUiwurtrs) ol Ml M   ' 
Junior Iheryn Hudson scored a caiee-1 ugh 15 points and seven rebounds in t loss t.  E 
ihp Blue R-iriers travel to Houston |ti« : eekend lo take on the University of HouM n 

John Wilson 

The medical examiner pro- 
nounced Wilson dead at the 
scene. 

The Wilsons owned and ran a 
lemonade stand at MTSU foot- 
ball games and the TSSAA state 
basketball tournament. 

They had three dogs. One was 
found alive outside, one was 
found dead on the stairs inside, 
and one was found alive 
beneath a bed on the third floor. 

He was so well-liked in the 
media world, and I think he was 
so respected by people because 
he cared about what his work 
and he was always a pleasure to 
be around," said MT men's bas- 
ketball coach Kermit Davis, 
whose weekly TV coach's show 
was filmed by Wilson. 

"You didn't see John Wilson 
when there wasn't a smile on his 
face." 

lohn was as honest as the day 
is long," said Rudy Kalis, sports 
director at WSMV and had 
known Wilson for 33 years. "He 
could judge someone's charac- 
ter in a heart beat, and he was a 
perfectionist. But John also 
loved his horses, and he was 
probably born 100 years too late 
because he was a cowboy at 
heart." 

Wilson had many duties 
behind the camera, but long- 
time M'l'SL' play-by-play 
announcer Dick Palmer said he 
will mostly miss his roommate 
for Blue Raider road trips. 

We made good roommates 
for football and basketball trips 
because we were close to the 
same age, real compatible, and 
lohn was such a great guy," 
Palmer said. "lohn was smiling 
all the time, and he would do 
absolutely anything for you. I'll 
miss him a lot." ♦ 

Information from this article 
was contributed by Murfreesboro 
Daily News join mil sports writer 
\il,mi Sparks 
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MT faces Louisville in NCAA tournament 
By Clarence Plank 

Staff WritPr 

Tool's was bus) Sunday night with people coming 
and going, but tor a group sitting in lioni of a IV din- 
ing the NCAA Tournament selection show. Watching. 
Waiting. It was business .is usually tor the Blue Raiders, 
who for the second straight year had won their confer- 
ence title and a berth into the NCAA Tournament. 

For the second straight year the Blue Raiders will be 
traveling to Louisville, Ky., to face Louisville as it was 
announced by the NCAA Volleyball Committee. 

The letdown of the night was that the first and sec- 
ond rounds of the NCAA Tournament might have 
been played in Murfreesboro, meaning that Louisville 
(22-7), Tennessee State (20-13) and Hawaii (26-5) 
would have came to MT over the weekend. 

"We're a little disappointed that we're not hosting,'' 
Peck said. "But in all honesty, we play very well on the 
road and played very well there last year." 

Last year MT made histor) !>. beating Louisvillt : 

in the first round adva the sen nd  n 
wlicie ; Hiio stale knocke I the Blue Raideis out i ' il 

i   \ \ loui namenl with .1 ' 1 <\ MI. 

I Ins \e.ir Louisville leads tin   nation in blocks pci 
(something, someone fix this , where Ml iscurtently 
seventh. I he game is going 10 come down to ball coll 
trol tor the Blue Raiders and how 'ell the) can pass 
the ball against I ouisville. 

MT is going to spend theii time before they head to 
Louisville on Thursday tuning up ami practicing, but 
changing little since this season's formula ha- proven 
successful. 

I think we're a better this year than we were last 
year," Peck said. "That's obvious. We're more balanced, 
our ball control is better, our blocking is better. So 
we ic excited no matter who 0111 opponent was going 
to be in the first round.'' 

"I think Louisville would be w 1 > motivated in play 
ing us obviously, but we're more motivated to pla) 

them. I tl good match." Peck s    ! 

II l"   pla) ing in 1 tion re we 
1 11, 

ii     1     •        1 

rou    I i'  . in 1 
k'«h- 1   - N  Ml   has an KIM ol  12 an I      uld h 

•Htli in the season's final 
I thmk we need to have really soli ' performances 

is," Peck said.   I he) I ave to 
step and pl iv big and 1 rn lieve it will be 1 gn 11 match 

I HI the first time 1 nr in the Sun Belt Conference, 
the  team  received  an   it luge bill  with  Western 
Kentucky aftei finishing in second place in the confei 
ence as a runnei up in tin M«   Championship. 

lb Lad) Hilltoppers earned a nod to face Wright 
Stall WSU won the Vlissouri Valley C01 er< ice. 
WKL' '  ig to l incoln, Nebi    '    For the 

and ♦ 

- Belmont 85, Middle Tennessee 62 - 

Blue Raiders lose second road game in a row 
By Chris Martin 

Staff Writer 

With two minutes left in the second half, 
the Belmont fans jingled their keys and 
chanted "start the bus" as the Bruins put 
the finishing touches on an 85-62 pound- 
ing of Middle Tennessee. 

However, the key-shaking could have 
begun at 17:54 in the first half when senior 
guard lustin Hare hit the first basket of the 
game, a three-pointer. The Blue Raiders 
never recovered from that three-point 
deficit. 

"We're a poor defensive team right 
now," MT head coach Kermit Davis said. 
"It's something that we have always done 
well. We were just not very alert tonight." 

The loss is MT's second big road defeat 
to an in-state opponent in as many weeks. 
On Nov. 20, The Blue Raiders lost 109-40 
to Tennessee in Knoxville. 

One big factor that contributed to the 
Bruins success was three-point shooting. 
Belmont hit eight of 20 three pointers, but 
it did the most damage with the trey in the 
first half when it hit seven of 11 long-range 
shots. As a result, the key and baseline 
opened up for the Bruins as MT tightened 
its perimeter defense. 

"It's so hard to guard all the way out on 
the three-point line and stop baskets from 
being scored in the paint," Belmont head 
coach Rick Byrd said. "Whether it's back- 
cuts or someone posting up. If you're not 
making [three's] they can pack it in and 
none of that happens. Our three point 
shooting is a big part of what we do and it 
always will be." 

The Bruins had four players score in 
double figures, led by junior forward 
Matthew  Dotson who chipped  in   18 

points to go along with six rebounds. 
Belmont has proven this season that it 

can hang with big time competition. The 
Bruins already have two road wins over 
opponents from power conferences. (>n 
Nov. 11, they beat Big Last member 
Cincinnati 86-75 and on Nov. 19 they 
defeated an Alabama squad that won 20 
games last season. 

The Blue Raidei s could have used junior 
guard Calvin O Neil's defense on the out- 
side. O'Neil was lost for the season when 
he injured his right knee in MT's 78-77 
loss to San lose St. on Nov. 15. 

"We miss [O'Neil] a ton because he 
would have played 35 minutes,'' I )a\ is said. 
"He was kind of our rock and our tough 
guy. It hurts us a lot. I don't know it he 
could solve all of our problems, but he sure 
would be getting about 30-35 minutes and 
guarding the other team's best perimeter 
player." 

One bright spot for the Blue Raiders was 
junior center Theryn Hudson's play. 
Hudson bested his career high in points 
when he hit two free throws late in the sec 
ond quarter to give him 15 points for the 
game. Hudson also tied with Desmond 
Yates for the team lead in rebounds with 
seven. 

"I thought in the second half, [Hudson] 
had a lot more aggression," Davis said. 1 Ic 
was more active around the goal and he 
rebounded the ball better. We've got to 
have that out of him for 30-35 minutes.'" 
The Blue Raiders and Bruins will meet up 
again on Dec. 12 at the Murphy Center. 
Before then. Ml" will travel to Houston, 
Texas on Dec. 1 to take on the Houston 
Cougars. That game is scheduled to begin 
at 7 p.m. ♦ 

John 
Wilson 
passes 
away 
By Richard Lowe 

Sports Editor 

John Wilson, a camera man in 
the middle Tennessee area for 
over 30 years, passed away early 
Friday morning in a fire at his 
home. He was 65. 

Wilson had worked at 
WSMV, Channel 4 in Nashville, 
full and part time since 1972 
and spent some time at WKRN, 
Channel 2. He was also a video 
photographer for all Middle 
Tennessee sporting events and 
coaches' television shows. The 
last footage he shot for the uni- 
versity's athletic department 
was show on the most recent 
episode of "The Rick Stockstill 

I V Show." 
He meant a lot to (MTSU)" 

says Chris Massaro, Director of 
Athletics for MT. "Any time you 
see highlights of the Blue 
Raiders over the last several 
years, chances are it was John's 
work. He's going to be missed." 

lohn's wife, Harriette, was 
also in the house but was able to 
escape. She was taken to Middle 
Tennessee Medical Center for 
evaluation. 

Photocourtn) .-i " ! M   I 

Junior llieryn Hudson scored a caiee liiuli 15 points and seven rebounds in I loss lo Bel"- 

Tlie Blue Raidpis tiavel to Houston'i     weekend to taki on the University of Hoi  I i 

John Wilson 

The medical examiner pro- 
nounced Wilson dead at the 
scene. 

The Wilsons owned and ran a 
lemonade stand at MTSU foot- 
ball games and the TSSAA state 
basketball tournament. 

They had three dogs. One was 
found alive outside, one was 
found dead on the stairs inside, 
and one was found alive 
beneath a bed on the third floor. 

"He was so well-liked in the 
media world, and I think he was 
so respected by people because 
he cared about what his work 
and he was always a pleasure to 
be around," said MT men's bas- 
ketball coach Kermit Davis, 
whose weekly TV coach's show 
was filmed by Wilson. 

"You didn't see lohn Wilson 
when there wasn't a smile on his 
face." 

"John was as honest as the day 
is long," said Rudy Kalis, sports 
director at WSMV and had 
known Wilson for 33 years. "He 
could judge someone's charac- 
ter in a heart beat, and he was a 
perfectionist. But John also 
loved his horses, and he was 
probably born 100 years too late 
because he was a cowboy at 
heart." 

Wilson had many duties 
behind the camera, but long- 
time MTSU play-by-play 
announcer Dick Palmer said he 
will mostly miss his roommate 
for Blue Raider road trips. 

"We made good roommates 
for football and basketball trips 
because we were close to the 
same age, real compatible, and 
lohn was such a great guy," 
Palmer said. "lohn was smiling 
all the time, and he would do 
absolutely anything for you. I'll 
miss him a lot." ♦ 

Information from this article 
was contributed by Murfreesboro 
Daily News journal sports writer 
Adam Sparks 
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Redskins' Sean Taylor 
dies day after burglary 
By Matt Sedensky  

Associated Press 

MIAMI (AP) _ Pro Bowl 
safety Sean Taylor died Tuesday 
after he was shot in his home by 
an apparent intruder, leaving 
the Washington Redskins in 
mourning for a teammate who 
seemed to have reordered his 
life since becoming a father. 

The 24-year-old player died 
at Jackson Memorial Hospital, 
where he had been airlifted after 
the shooting early Monday. 

"It is with deep regret that a 
young man had to come to his 
end   so   soon,"  father   Pedro 
laylor said in a statement on 
behalf of the family. "Many 
of   his   fans   loved   him 
bei ause the way he played 
football. Many of his oppo- 
nents feared him the way he 
..pproached    the    game. 
()thers misunderstood him, 
many appreciated him and 
his family loved him." 

A string of mourners, 
including Taylor's father, 
\ isiied the player's home 
and embraced outside. 
Authorities entered the 
home, but it was unclear 
what they were doing. 

Ml commissioner 
Roger   Goodell   said   the 

, le will honor Taylor's 
memory at all games this 
weekend. 

"This is a terrible 
11 agedy involving the loss of 
.i young man who leaves 
behind many people strug- 
gling to understand it," he 
-aid in a statement. 

Redskins     coach     [oe 
Jibbs said what he would 
emember     most     about 

i Kir was his excitement 
about playing football. 

"God made him to play " 
football" Gibbs said 
Tuesday during a news confer- 
ence. "To me, he just loved and 
thrived on the competition part 
of it. ... Sean, he loved football. 
He loved these guys here." 

Gibbs acknowledged it will 
•e hard to concentrate on foot- 

ball this week. 
"I don't know how we'll deal 

with it, except we'll all do it 
together,"he said. 

Fans already had begun a 
makeshift memorial by laying 
flowers on a field near the front 
entrance to the Redskins' prac- 
tice facility in Ashburn, Va. 

"This is a terrible, terrible 
tragedy," Redskins owner Daniel 
Snyder said. 

He added the team would 
honor Taylor with a patch on 
the jersey and the No. 21 on the 
helmet. 

Redskins teammate Clinton 
Portis also played with Taylor at 
the University of Miami. He had 
sensed a new maturity in his 
close friend. 

"It's hard to expect a man to 
grow up overnight," Portis said. 
"But ever since he had his child, 
it was like a new Sean, and 
everybody around here knew it. 
He was always smiling, always 
happy, always talking about his 
child." 

Two bouquets were left by a 
palm tree outside a front gate of 
Taylor's home. Beside the mail- 
box, an untouched newspaper 
lay with news of his shooting. 

Taylor's death comes nearly a 
year after Broncos cornerback 

ii 
This is a terrible 

tragedy 
involving the loss 

of a young man 
who leaves 

behind many 
people struggling 
to understand it. 

Roger Goodell 
Commissioner, National 

1-ootball League 

Darrent Williams was killed in a 
drive-by shooting following an 
argument at a Denver nightclub 
on )an. 1. University of Miami 
defensive lineman Bryan Pata 
was shot to death in November 
2006 several miles from Taylor's 
home in an unsolved killing. 

"Sean has been a close friend 
of mine since our days at the 
University of Miami," New York 
Jets linebacker Jonathan Vilma 
said in a statement. "He was a 
great teammate and an even 
greater person. It is so hard for 
me to fathom that I am not 
going to be able to pick up the 
phone to call him." 

Doctors had been encour- 
aged late Monday when Taylor 
squeezed a nurse's hand, 
according to Vinny Cerrato, the 
Redskins' vice president of foot- 
ball   operations.   But   family 

friend Richard Sharpstein said 
he was told Taylor never 
regained consciousness after 
being taken to the hospital. 

"Maybe he was trying to say 
goodbye or something," 
Sharpstein said. 

Taylor, the fifth overall pick 
in the 2004 NFL draft'following 
an All-American season at 
Miami, was shot early Monday 
in the upper leg, damaging the 
key femoral artery and causing 
significant blood loss. 

Trauma experts said a seri- 
ous wound to this large artery, 
leading   from   the   abdomen 
through  the  upper  thigh,  is 
among the most difficult to fix 
and can quickly drain the body 

of blood. Too long a blood 
loss prevents oxygen from 
reaching the brain and vital 
organs. 

"According to a prelimi- 
nary investigation, it 
appears that the victim was 
shot inside the home by an 
intruder," Miami-Dade 
County police said in a 
statement. "We do not have 
a subject description at this 
time." 

The attack came eight 
days after an intruder was 
reported at Taylor's home. 
Officers were sent to the 
home about 1:45 a.m. 
Monday after Taylor's girl- 
friend called 911. 

Sharpstein said Taylor's 
girlfriend told him the COU 
pie was awakened by loud 

m     muses, and Taylor grabbed 
a machete he keep-, in the 
bedroom   toi   protection. 
Someone     then      broke 
through the bedroom door 
and  fired   two   shots, one 
missing and  one  hitting 
Taylor,   Sharpstein    said. 

— Taylor's  1-year-old daugh- 
ter, lackie, was also in the 

house,   but   neither   she   nor 
Taylor's girlfriend was mimed. 

Police lound signs of forced 
entry, but have not determined 
if they were caused Monday or 
during the previous burglary. 

The shooting happened in 
the pale yellow house Tayloi 
bought two years ago. In last 
week's break-in, police said 
someone pried open a front 
window, rifled through drawers 
and left a kitchen knife on a bed. 

Taylor starred .is ,i running 
back and defensive back at 
Gulliver Prep in Miami. His 
father is police chief of Florida 
City. 

Associated Press Writer Jessica 
Gresko in Miami and AP Sports 
Writer Joseph White \n Ashburn, 
Va., contributed to this report. 
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MTSU Swntefl lxt«4ed 
School Program 
Evening Cars for Children 
Kindergarten through fth grade 
92* C. Lytle Street 
(behind Pell Street parking lot) 

(615)904-8220 
wwwcwtio.«do/"eejp Monday-Thursday &00-9:J0 

Fees: 
■92 00 wwkJy. f ir»t child 
'9 00 daily, first child 
'20.00 ragittratlOH f *« 

Activities: 
homework hdp) 
art ooUnee. mnlt. tot. activities 
tbvmtMnoiul orojtoto 

♦UOOwtddy, 
additional eNMrtn 
♦ZOO dairy. 
•ofrritMl eMMrcH 

tottlai gwiti and atttvitti 
aoalffM ttaehert 

Interested in the game? Think you can write. 

Come into Sidelines today and fill out an application 
to be a sports writer for the Spring 2008 semester. 

Mass Communication building, room 269. 

OR 
Send an e-mail to slsports@mtSU.edu for more information. 

ATTENTION: 
Students who do NOT 

live on campus 
0,'     m   . 2007-2008    <■.--.   J ▼ 

CAMPUS DIRECT! 
i STUDENT!,    b\U LlY; STAFF 

Pick up your FREF campus phone book 
Monday through Friday 
November 26-30, 2007 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
KUC lower level, near the Post Office or 

KUC second floor, near KUC Theater. 

Books for faculty, staff, and residential students 
have been distributed through Telecommunications 

and Housing and Residential Life. 

Sign up a team of 6 today!!! 
Deadline for team registration 

December 14 
IPSsI 

Help us reach our goal of $105,000 for 
St. Jude Children s Hospital! 

Important Dates 
December 4-5    Karts 4 Kids 
December 14       Team Registration Deadline 
February 1-2      Grand Finale Event 
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Christmas 
classics to 
jump start 
the season 

By Andy Harper 

Managing Editor 

With the holiday season right around the corner 
and the hectic struggle to promote "peace on Harth," 
take time to relax out of your whirlwind schedule to 
enjoy a few Christmas classics. 

Although seemingly cliched, the following movies 
are great choices for any, or most, audiences. From 
sorority-slasher spoofs to infamous four-letter 
words, the following films are a great way to start the 
holiday season. 

Naturally no Christmas cinema list is complete 
without "The Nightmare Before Christmas." This 
film, written by Tim Burton, was released in 1993 and 
features the voice talents of Chris Sarandon, 
Catherine O'Hara and Paul Reubens. 

It is arguable under which holiday this movie actu- 
ally falls: Christmas or Halloween. Instead of debat- 
ing, we can all enjoy the fact that it is appropriate and 
mandatory viewing at least twice a year. The tunes are 
catchy, the clay animation is stellar - for the year it was 
filmed, and despite a few somewhat scary moments, it 
is appropriate for all ages. 

Now if the next film lacks in your current movie 
collection, fear not, "A Christmas Story" can be 
viewed on TNT for 24 hours, starting on Dec. 25. 

This is a must see for everyone. It seems everyone 
can relate to the W.A.S.P. mother, the overbearing and 
angry father or the annoying sibling. If you can relate 
to all three, our deepest apologies. 

Despite the quirky, "finding the Christmas spirit 
through horrible mishaps" feeling the movie por- 
trays, it is a classic comedy. There are enough child- 
like jokes to entertain the younger generations and 
plenty of subtle adult humor to keep the older audi- 
ences engaged. Just remember, when shooting your 
new pellet-gun, don't yell "fudge" in front of your 
father or you will end up eating Christmas dinner at 
a Chinese buffet. 

After the children have had their frightful fun and 
laughs care of 1983, adults finally get to have some 
fun of their own. Turn down the lights, cuddle-up 
under a warm blanket and prepare for some good, 

old-fashioned      sorority 
girl chasing and killing. 

The 2006 "Black Christmas" is a 
remake of the 1974 film of the same title. This film is 
about as typical, suspense/thriller as they get. Same 
rules apply as to every other movie in the genre: only 
drink virgin egg nog, don't have sexual intercourse 
under the Christmas tree and don't run into the attic 
- the gifts aren't hiding in there, only the killer. 

The best thing about "Black Christmas" - Michelle 
Trachtenberg. The worst thing about the movie - the 
death of Michelle Trachtenberg. Pity. 

Out of this limited list of viewing pleasure, the best 
is definitely "The Muppet Christmas Carol." It doesn't 
get much better than Gonzo, Rizzo the Rat and 
Michael Caine. Seriously, what could be more amaz- 
ing, having the lesson of Christmas taught to you by 
the Jim Henson crew or watching Michael Caine play 
the role of Ebenezer Scrooge? 

Same review applies to the Muppets as does to 
Ralphie. The comedy ranges from simple to clever, 
giving a level on which any age can relate. Just remem- 
ber to keep the moral of the Christmas season close to 
heart: always help tiny frog-children-puppets on 
crutches, especially when they are reciting lines from 
Charles Dickens. 

Of course, these arc only four of the many amaz- 
ing holiday films to choose from. Whatever film is 
suitable in jump-starting your holiday season, 
remember to sit back and enjoy the feeling of togeth- 
erness and family. And once again, please be careful 
when shooting your brand new pellet gun - you'll 
put your eye out. ♦ 

Movie Quick Guide: 

The Nightmare Before Christmas 
Skellington Productions Inc. 

Directed by: Henry Selick 
Rated: PG 

A Christmas Story 
Christmas Tree Films 

Directed by: Bob Clark 
Rated: G 

Black Christmas 
Dimension Films 

Directed by: Glen Morgan 
Rated: R 

The Muppet Christmas Carol 
Jim Henson Productions 

Directed by: Brian Henson 
Rated: G 

I 
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"Black Friday/; an 
American tradition 

By Nicole Miskelly and Sarah Doyle 

Contributing Writers 

Known as "hell on earth" in the United States 
-"Black Friday," the busiest sale shopping day of 
the year, almost lived up to its expectations. 

Black Friday was originally named this 
because of the heavy traffic on that day. It marks 
the beginning of the Christmas shopping season, 
and we managed to survive it. 

We came all the way across the pond from the 
United Kingdom to experience everything over 
here, so we thought it would be a good idea to 
stay up all night and wait for the Black Friday 
•.hopping to begin. 

At 2 a.m., on the cold and eerily silent Friday 
morning, we waited in Kohl's car park for the 
stores to open. 

We pulled up next to the first shopper, who 
was sat in her car reading her book. The enthusi- 
astic shopper, in her panic to be the first cus- 
tomer, left her car and quicklv positioned herself 
on the floor in front of the door, suitably dressed 
for the arctic weather conditions. 

( ars full of eager bargain hunters pulled in 
and found their car parking spaces. Even their 
hall-asleep children were dragged to the events. 

We took our place amongst the crazy shoppers 
for what seemed like hours as the queues began 
to form. Within minutes, hundreds cri people 
were queued up behind us. Cami Splanding, a 
regular Black Friday shopper said, "It's the best 
day of the year. I get all my Christmas presents on 
this one day. It's a bit crazy but it's worth it." 
Another professional shopper told us of how 
chaotic the day can be and how it continues 
throughout the weekend. "People say I'm mad 
for getting up to go shopping at 2 in the morn- 
ing. I went to sleep at nine this evening so I could 
get here on time," she explained. 

At 4 a.m., the shop doors opened. The insane 
purchasers cheered as they all ran for the 
entrance, grabbing the nearest bag or trolley to 
fill them with reduced goodies. 

People had clearly been planning what they 
were going to buy. Customers ran in, grabbed the 
items they wanted and queued up for the tills to 
pay. As quickly as the queue formed outside the 
shop, it formed inside. We had never witnessed 
anything like it before and it was fun to take part. 

Sale days exist in England, but happen over a 
longer period of time, rather than being com- 
pressed into one weekend. 

Having traveled to Tennessee for work experi- 
ence, we wanted to be involved in all American 
traditions. Yet having no sleep and shopping 

Photos by Nicole Miskelly and Satjh Doyle 

Customers braved the cold outside Kohl's on Nov. 23, 
waiting for the Black Friday sales to start 

non-stop for four hours on end is an experience 
we won't be rushing into again. 

It was bizarre shopping at that time in the 
morning, but the prices were pretty good. Not 
thinking in terms of dollars but how the prices 
over here are so much cheaper in comparison to 
our English ones, we spent a lot of our spending 
money. We got a lot to show for it. Some shops 
offered better reductions than others but a lot 
were 50 percent off, something we are not accus- 
tomed to! We were told many horror stories 
before attempting to shop on this day and were 
warned by many sensible Americans to stay away. 
Some even laughed at the mention of us going. 

In reality, Black Friday was not as bad as we 

See Black Friday, 6 

ivm. "mm. Swt Jtaawi 
An editorially independent newspaper 

VfoUoUuf 

(fade 

Design: 
Manda Turner - Editor in Chief 

0 

Andy Harper - Managing Editor 
Matthew Adair - Production Manager 

Nail Opulence 
Grand Ojmity tad 

ndltlty sjxclds: cd Now! 

A07-B South Church St~ 

848-1230 or 720-7052 
Nail Art, Spray Tanning by 

Appointment & Tanning Red 

Back to school-do's 
Do get a great cut nnkn 

rv« (...and UUN IS) 
Do get a great cut 

Don't ! - ■ jptoneavw 

Do get a professional massage 

Do get a rejuvenating facial 
i icacKie:.: tfwbadjpots 

Do get a real manicure 

1233 Commerce Park D'M) Vi.-'rocsr.orn 615-81)6-070? www )       tu 
(Next to Coop on MISUBlvd- 
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What better way to celebrate the spirit of the holiday season with some seasoned holiday spirits? 
Below is a compiled list of some favorite holiday-themed drinks to spice up a snowy day. These are a few 

of the staff recommendations. More holidav drink recipes can be found at the Web site below. Enjoy! 

Inae* @ffval> ^L^an S/T'0't6k 
Ingredients 

3/4 oz. Captain Morgan's Spiced Rum® 
112 oz. Ginger Flavored Brandy 

4 oz. Egg Nog 
1 Ginger Snap 

Directions: 
Whirl ingredients in blender. If desired, garnish 

with additional ginger snap for dunking. 

Drink Type: 
Blended or Frozen Drink 

staMi 

r*t^ 

afssiiBk 

BBS?               $                    9%f^~ 

1     ^''''Ife* O  Pi 

raSSJsi 

/£<£ 

Ingredients 
1 o/. Kahlua" 

I Egg Nog 
Nutmeg 

Directions: 
Mix kahlua with eggnog in a wineglass and then 

sprinkle some nutmeg on top. 

Drink Type: 
l'unch or Partv I >rink 

Ingredients 
1.5 oz. Russian Vodka 

3/4 oz. Kahlua* 
3/4 oz. Chilled Coffee 

1.5 oz. Milk 

Directions: 
Build in highball glass ovei ice. It desired, gai 

nish with ,1 toothpick frozen in .w\ ice cube. 

Drink Type: 
ktail 

Ingredients 
Peppermint Schnapps 

I oz. Kahlua' 
I oz. Brown ( reme de < acao 

Directions: 
I ill .1 shaker half full with ice cubes. Pour all 

ingredients into shake: and shake well. Strain 
drink into .1 ( ocktail j;lass and serve. 

Drink Type: 
Cocktail 

The above list could continue on endlessly with the myriad ol wonderful holiday spirit selections. 
Some additional recommended flavors to use in creating your own holiday concoctions include 

amaretto, peppermint ami chocolate. Please remember to enjoy drinking responsibly. Happy Holidays! 

Additional drinks can be found online at: whattodrink.com 
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llnitarian s 
How to shop for all the non-Christians on your list 

By Sarah Lavery 

Features Editor 

Thank God for Seth Cohen 
and "The O.C." Because of 
them. "Chrismakkuha" is now 
a household term. Because ol 
them, all of us lews with a 
Christmas tree can breathe a 
little easier. 

I grew up in a religiously- 
split family with a Jewish 
mother and a father who is, 
well, not really much of any- 
thing (although he did grow 
up Catholic against his will). 
Iwen though my mother 
always exposed me to the tra- 
ditions and ideas of the Jewish 
faith, I was always allowed to 
explore and question the legit- 
imacy of my, and all, religions. 

I'm not sure if it's for this 
same reason that I have always 
celebrated Christmas, always 
had a tree, always sang 
"Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer" and always looked 
forward to Dec. 25th. 

Really, I'm not sure I had any 
idea that Christmas was at all 
associated with Jesus and 
Christianity (I mean, I'd heard 
the words to "Silent Night" 
countless times, hut ideas 
about religion are hardly per- 
meable into the mind of a 
seven year old) until I was well 
into my teenage-dom. 

To me, Hanukkah has always 
been a celebration of religion, 
whereas Christmas has one- 
sole purpose: presents, pretty 

songs, presents, pretty lights, 
presents and family gathered 
'round. Each year, my family 
lights the menorah for eight 
days and the herakhot (bless 
ings) are recited: i'hadlik neir 

.1 general prayer over candles 
she-asah nisim (a prayer 
thanking God for performing 
miracles for our ancestors and 
she-hekhianu ,1 general prayer 
thanking God for allowing us 
to reach this holida) 

I haven't even received a 
Hanukkah present since the 
days of my grandparents, in 
which case the only one that 
stands out in my mind is 25 
Susan B. Anthony's. Not too 
earth shattering, if you ask me. 

Thus, I will always celebrate 
Christmas (or X-mas, like so 
many of its non-Christian fans 
call it), but I will always be a 
lew, light the menorah and say 
the prayers. Maybe it's the con- 
ditioning of our consumer- 
driven society, but the thought 
of a December without pres- 
ents to give and get under a 
beautifully decorated tree 
leaves me with a feeling of 
emptiness. 

I think people who have 
grown up with the idea that 
Christmas equals church, or 
that the holidays exist to cele- 
brate the birth of Jesus, 
become nervous at the idea ol 
differing traditions. After all, 
Christmas is so ingrained into 
our society among all religions 
that   I'm  sure  most  Hindus, 

Muslims and Islamists could 
list off several of its traditions 
(I doubt it would work the 
other way around). 

Alas, presents are presents, 
.wn\ I don't know anyone who 
doesn't like getting them, no 
matter what the occasion. So. 
what do you do for a friend 
who doesn't celebrate 
Christmas? First off, take the 
time to find out the details. 
Don't just assume that because 
they are not Christians, they 
don't have a tree and they don't 
accept presents adorned with 
candy cane wrapping paper. 

Secondly, do it appropriate- 
ly. If they decidedly don't 
acknowledge any Christmas 
traditions, make sure to give 
the gift tastefully, preferably 
without a Bible verse inscribed 
within the card. 

I have no idea why reindeer, 
holly, snowflakes, or a jolly, old 
man with a white beard would 
offend, but nevertheless, they 
do represent a religion that 
your giftee may or may not fol- 
low. 

Giving the gift in December 
denotes nothing more than the 
spirit of winter, but Christmas 
Eve and Christmas send a dif- 
ferent message. 

The bottom line is that you 
can never go wrong with being 
tasteful and considerate: think 
non-themed wrapping-paper 
(solid colored or secular deco- 
rations;, a card that expresses 
nothing more than your ado- 

ration for them, and a time 
that is reflective of the spirit of 
winter rather than a specific 
holiday. 

As a non-Christian in the 
Bible-belt, I find nothing 
wrong with a Christmas- 
themed gift because I do, in 
fact, have a tree in my home. 
But it's always better to be safe 
than sorry, so if you're not 
sure, stick with being tactful 
rather than assuming. 

My entire life, I've celebrated 
my own version of 
Chrismakkuh     before    Seth 

Cohen coined the clever term; 
Christmas is for the conven- 
ience of palpable holiday spirit, 
and Hanukkah for the celebra- 
tion of my religion. This year, 
Hanukkah starts on Dec. 5, so 
start giving your Jewish friends 
their gifts a little early (you can 
just pop by the Sidelines office 
anytime to give me mine, 
thanks!). 

But, honestly, what person, 
no matter what religion or 
race, would turn down a good 
present? ♦ 
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Black Friday: "Not horrible" 
Continued from 3 

were told. There was a ridiculous 
amount of people, but no push- 
ing, shoving or fighting over the 
same item of clothing as we 
imagined. 

The    name    Black    Friday 

implies to a naive British person 
a day full of sadness or gloom, 
but it was, in fact, a rather pain- 
less experience, surrounded by 
smiling people who were just 
happy to be getting a bargain. ♦ 

'Dos and Don'ts' 
By Jeselyn Jackson 

Contributing Writer 

Shop at Hickory Hollow Mall 
and save! Simply show your 
valid college ID to receive a 
Student Plus card offering 

great savings just for students! 

Visit Customer Service near Macy's 
or hickorvhollowmall.com for 

details and find out how to win a 
$50 CBL Malls Gift Card! 

fjickory HoHow/A 

The holiday shopping season is typically a stressful time, 
but here are a few do's and don'ts to help you bear this year's 
adventures in consumerism. 

Know your budg- 
et. Each holiday sea- 
son there's pressure 

to buy bigger and better 
gifts, sometimes beyond 
your means. Make a budget 
and stick to it; gifts from the 
heart aren't necessarily 
expensive. 

Make a list of 
everyone you plan 

to buy gifts for and divide 
your budget accordingly. 
This also helps you keep up 
with whose gift you've 
bought and whose you lack. 

Use your time 
wisely; the earlier 

you shop the better. Try not 
to visit too many stores. List 
certain gifts you can find at 
the same store. You save 
more money doing early 
bird shopping than waiting 
until the last minute when 
you're forced to rush. 

Do not lose your 
I receipts. Always 
keep up with these; 

you never know what you'll 
need to return. 

Don't  buy some- 
| thing   for   yourself 
and try to pass it off 

as a gift. 

t 

Do not wait until 
(Christmas Eve to 
shop. Those who 

postpone their shopping 
until the last minute rarely 
find the gifts they intended, 
to say nothing of the crowds 
and the rising prices as 
Christmas nears. 

Early shopping is the key- 
The holidays have arrived so 
get in there. 
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Nearly 
Horoscopes 

Aries 
March 21 -April 19 

New Years will be a disaster 
if   you   stay   in   Tennessee. 
Statistically speaking, you are 
likely to contract herpes. 

Taurus 
April 20 - May 20 

Jupiter is pissed that  you 
stole that last copy of "Guitar 
Hero 3" from him on Black 
Friday. Can you say chocolate 
laxative stocking stuffers? 

Gemini 
May 21 - June 21 

The stars have aligned to 
ruin your life. Santa doesn't 
exist, your mother hates you. 
and everyone knows you 
bought those presents under 
the tree from yourself...loser. 

Cancer 
June 22 - July 22 

In the wake of your tragic 
ice   skating   accident,   the 
paramedics will  mock you 
for    wearing   a    Rainbow 
Bright Tee. Oh, and you're 
pregnant.  Cheers...well  not 
for nine months. 

Leo 
July 23 - Aug. 22 

Uranus has decreed that 
you will grow fat from all the 
partying   you   are   doing 
because  he  hates you  for 
singing   Christmas   carols 
non-stop anywhere you go 
and  plus, you are  already 
halfway to being a heifer. 

Virgo 
Aug. 23 - Sept. 22 

Stay away from romantic 
interludes under the mistle- 
toe. It's actually poison ivy 
and ironically enough, it is 
not the only thing that will 
make you itch if you date 
this person. 

Libra 
Sept. 23 - Oct. 23 

You should go into hiber- 
nation this winter according 
to the stars. Not because of 

any bad omens, you are just 
that ugly. 

Scorpio 
Oct. 24-Nov. 21. 

You will actually see your 
mother kissing Santa Clause. 
She is having an affair with 
that creepy bell-ringing 
drunkard in front of Wal- 
Mart. Happy holidays! 

Sagittarius 
Nov. 22- Dec. 21 

Happy birthday and holi- 
days to you! Be prepared for a 
lot of fun activities, smashing 
parties, and getting gifts that 
you don't have to return. Then 
prepare to wake up because 
you are dreaming. You are bor- 
ing, antisocial, and your own 
mother wouldn't give you a 
gift other than a used tooth- 
pick. You basically suck. Gel 
more exciting dreams too. 

Capricorn 
Dec. 22-Jan. 19 

The next time you unfor- 
tunately sing "Frosty the 
Snowman" in that dying cat 
voice of yours, it will open 
up a time rift enabling a 
ravenous pack of 
Utahraptors to burst the 
gaping maw and messily 
devour your family. 
Thumpity thump thump? 
Really dude? Stop singing. 

Aquarius 
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18 

The Cancer you are dating 
is totally faking that preg- 
nancy. You also made a C in 
Calculus because you are a 
terrible student and you 
smell. Pretty bad, in fact. 
Why would she even want to 
fake having a child with you? 

Pisces 
Feb. 19-March 20 

Don't pet it; it's rabid. Wait, 
that doesn't matter to you. 
You already have it because 
obviously you are part of the 
canine family. Look at you. 

Happy Holidays from Sidelines. 

SHOPPING 101... 
TODAY'S FASHION AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
Show your college ID for a 10% discount off your entire purchase. 

PUMA 

ADIDAS 

STEVE MADDEN 

SKECHERS 

ROCKET DOG 

MUDD 

COLUMBIA 

SPERRY 

GUESS 

CHARLES DAVID 

BEARPAW 

NEW! Murfreesboro 
The Avenue 

615.494.5048 

Downtown 615.254.6242 

Opry Mills 615.514.0290 

Cool Springs 615.309.8939 

RFCFlVF AN ADOmONA! 

'10o^ #10405 

Lxpires: 11/30/0/ 

o 
OFF 

With your Student ID 

OFF BROADWAY 
SHOE 

W    A    R     F.    H    O    U    S    L 
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