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ABSTRACT

A HISTORY OF THE GEORGIA LOYALISTS AHD THE 

PLANTATION PERIOD IN THE TURKS 

AND CAICOS ISLANDS

by  C h a r le n e  Jo h n so n  Kozy

T h i s  s t u d y  t r a c e s  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o r  o f  

a d h e r e n t s  to  t h e  B r i t i s h  Crown i n  t h e  c o lo n y  o f  G e o rg ia  

d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War an d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e x i l e . 

The s t u d y  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  u n iq u e  s t o r y  i t  t e l l s  w h ic h  

b e g i n s  i n  G e o r g ia  w i t h  t h e  w a r  f o u g h t  b e tw ee n  Whigs a n d  

L o y a l i s t s  a n d  e n d s  w i t h  t h e  L o y a l i s t s '  r e s e t t l e m e n t  on G rand 

C a i c o s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  w ork  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a  

d o c u m e n ta ry  r e c o r d  b e c a u s e  p r i n t e d  docum ents  r e l a t i n g  to  

t h e  L o y a l i s t s  who s e t t l e d  G rand C a ic o s  a r e  a lm o s t  n o n 

e x i s t e n t .

The s e a r c h  f o r  p r im a r y  s o u r c e s  b e g an  w i t h  t h e  few 

h i s t o r i a n s  who h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  do cu m en ta ry  w o rk s  c o n c e r n i n g  

L o y a l i s t s :  L o re n z o  S a b in e ,  W ilb u r  H. W r ig h t ,  a n d  Hugh

Edw ard  E g e r to n .  The " O ld  S e r i e s "  (1 7 9 0 -1 8 5 0 )  o f  t h e  Bahama 

R e g i s t r y ,  p u r c h a s e d  on m i c r o f i l m  from  th e  B aham ian  g o v e r n 

m en t i n  N a s s a u ,  i n c l u d e s  l a n d  g r a n t s  i s s u e d  u n d e r  G eorge  

I I I ,  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s ,  c o n v e y a n c e s ,  and  w i l l s .  The P u b l i c
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C h a r le n e  J o h n so n  Kozy 

L i b r a r y  i n  New Y ork and  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h iv e s  i n  O tta w a  h o l d  

m a n u s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  C o m m iss io n e rs  o f  C la im s '  R e p o r t s  made 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t .  

The m a n u s c r i p t s  o f  L y d ia  P a r r i s h ,  on d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  P . K. 

Yonge L i b r a r y  o f  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

F l o r i d a ,  y i e l d e d  v a l u a b l e  p r im a r y  m a t e r i a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  a u t h o r  p e r s o n a l l y  i n s p e c t e d  p l a n t a t i o n  r u i n s  on G rand 

C a ic o s  to  c o r r e l a t e  d o cum en ted  d a t a  w i t h  to p o g r a p h y ,  l a n d  

m a rk s ,  an d  o t h e r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e s .

T h i s  s t u d y  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  

on  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  l i k e - m i n d e d  men, f rom  s i m i l a r  

b a c k g r o u n d s ,  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  by common g o a l s ,  t o  r e c r e a t e  a 

way o f  l i f e  w h ic h  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  ab an d o n  i n  N o r th  

A m eric a .  T h ese  men a r e  c a t a l o g u e d  v a r i o u s l y  by  o r i g i n ,  

f a m i l y ,  o c c u p a t i o n ,  a n d  p r o p e r t y  l o s s  i n  N o r th  A m e r ic a .

They w ere  w e a l t h y ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r s  i n  

th e  a r m ie s  o f  t h e  K in g ,  who h a d  b e e n  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  

N o r th  A m e ric a  and  l a t e r  i n  t h e  Baham as. They w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b u i l d i n g  a  p l a n t a t i o n  s o c i e t y  on G rand  C a ic o s .  

W h ile  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  l a s t e d  o n ly  t h r e e  d e c a d e s ,  t h i s  

s t u d y  e f f e c t i v e l y  ad d s  a n o t h e r  s t e p  to  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

p r o c e s s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  i n  e x i l e .
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INTRODUCTION

I n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  on a 

c r e s c e n t  sh ap e d  c h a i n  o f  i s l a n d s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  Baham as, 

a c t i v i t y  was a t  an  a l l - t i m e  p e a k .  The I s l a n d s  known a s  

G rand C a ic o s  h a d  b e e n  u n i n h a b i t e d  f o r  a lm o s t  275 y e a r s .  

S u d d e n ly ,  s h i p s  w e re  u n l o a d i n g  s u p p l i e s ,  t o o l s ,  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  

an d  p l a n t a t i o n  h o u s e s  w e re  b e i n g  e r e c t e d .  I n  a  v e r y  few  

y e a r s ,  a  new com m unity was c r e a t e d  on t h e s e  r e m o te  i s l a n d s .  

The men i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h i s  e n d e a v o r  w e re  fo r m e r  c i t i z e n s  o f  

th e  s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  o f  B r i t i s h  N o r th  A m erica  a n d  w ere  

known a s  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s .

T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e s e  A m erican  

L o y a l i s t s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e v e n t y - t i f o  f a m i l i e s ,  who s o u g h t  

homes i n  t h e  Bahama I s l a n d s  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War; o f  

t h e i r  c l a s h  w i t h  t h e  % i g s  i n  N o r th  A m e r ic a ;  o f  t h e i r  

d i s a p p o i n tm e n t  i n  t h e  B aham ian  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m ;  an d  o f  

t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e n ç t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p l a n t a t i o n  economy.

The p o i g n a n t  s t o r y  o f  t h e s e  C a ic o s  I s l a n d  p l a n t e r s  

s t a r t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War a n d  i s  

b e s t  begun  by  r e c o u n t i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  

c o l o n i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  G e o r g ia ,  b e tw e e n  1763 and  1 7 8 3 . T hese  

p e o p le  ch o se  th e  p a t h  o f  e x i l e  f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s .

V I 1
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H ow ever, t h e y  w ere  a s  z e a l o u s  i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  a s  w e re  t h e  

P a t r i o t s  to  t h e  c a u s e  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and  w ere  e q u a l l y  

w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  l i v e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  

b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  r i g h t  and  j u s t .  A l th o u g h  e a c h  f a m i l y  h a d  i t s  

own u n iq u e  p r o b le m s ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  re m a in  l o y a l  t o  t h e  

B r i t i s h  Crown b r o u ^ t  them  t o g e t h e r .

They w ere  L o y a l i s t s ,  y e s ,  b u t  l o y a l  t o  w h a t  o r  to  

whom? They w ere  l o y a l  n o t  o n l y  t o  a  c o u n t r y  o r  k i n g ,  b u t  t o  

a  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  g o v e rn m e n t  t h a t  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  i t s  p e o p l e ,  a l l o w i n g  them  some 

v o i c e  i n  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t .  I n  e x i l e ,  th e y  im m e d ia te ly  s e t  

a b o u t  to  r i g h t  t h e  w ro n g s  th e y  p e r c e i v e d  i n  t h e  B aham ian 

g o v e rn m e n t .  They a p p e a r e d  to  be  r a d i c a l s  b u t  t h e y  w ere  

a c t u a l l y  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  same c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h i n k i n g  to  w h ich  

t h e y  h a d  b e e n  l o y a l  i n  A m e ric a .  They h ad  b e e n  l e a d e r s  i n  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  a n d  th e y  q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  a ssu m ed  t h e  

same p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Bahamas. Some a c h ie v e d  h i ^  r a n k  i n  

g o v e rn m en t b u t  w e re  u l t i m a t e l y  d e f e a t e d  by  n a t i v e  B aham ians  

and  " o p p o r t u n i s t "  L o y a l i s t s .

By t h e  l a t e  1 7 8 0 s ,  when f a c e d  w i t h  a  g o v e rn m e n t  

u n a c c e p t a b l e  to  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y ,  th e y  h a d  c h o se n  t h e  Out 

I s l a n d s ,  G rand  C a i c o s ,  a s  a  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a  new com m unity . 

Even th o u g h  many o f  them  h a d  b e e n  m i l i t a r y  men who h a d  

f o u g h t  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  u p h o ld  t h e  B r i t i s h  c a u s e  i n  A m e r ic a ,

v i x i
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t h e y  t u r n e d  t h e i r  "sw ords  i n t o  p l o u g h s h a r e s "  an d  w e n t  a b o u t  

b e i n g  p l a n t e r s  on th e  C a ico s  I s l a n d s .

Why G rand C a ico s?  The T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  h a d  an 

u n u s u a l  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e s e  

I s l a n d s ,  T u rk s  I s l a n d  b e i n g  th e  s e a t  o f  g o v e rn m e n t ,  w e re  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  an d  h a d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e s i s t e d  g o v e rn m e n ts  w h ic h  

s o u g h t  g a in  by  a t t e m p t i n g  to  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  s h o r e s .  These  

f a m i l i e s  h a d  fo u n d  a  p l a c e  w here  t h e y  c o u ld  c r e a t e  a  

p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  com m unity . The C a ic o s  h a d  b e e n  

u n i n h a b i t e d  s i n c e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S p a n ia r d s  and  w ere  

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  good s o i l .  The s e t t i n g  p r e d i c t e d  s u c c e s s ;  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  i n s e c t s ,  a n d  s o i l  e x h a u s t i o n  d ro v e  t h e  

s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  away, l e a v i n g  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  

s l a v e s  t h e y  h a d  b r o u g h t  w i t h  them . B ec a u se  t h e  s l a v e s  w ere  

l e f t  w i t h  few t o o l s  and a lm o s t  no  c a p i t a l ,  s c r u b b y  b r u s h  a n d  

c a c t u s  so o n  o v e r r a n  th e  c a r e f u l l y  t e n d e d  f i e l d s  an d  e l e g a n t  

hom es. E u ro p ea n  f a m i ly  names l i k e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  

N o r th  A m erican  c o l o n i e s ,  a  few c h im n e y s ,  and  b ro k e n  w a l l s  

a r e  t h e  l e g a c i e s  o f  t h i s  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .

The h i s t o r y  o f  d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n s  i s  t h a t  o f  d i s 

c o n t e n t  and  a  l o n g i n g  f o r  "h o m e ."  The A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  

w e re  no  e x c e p t i o n ;  th e y ,  t o o ,  e x p r e s s e d  s t r o n g  s e n t i m e n t s  to  

r e t u r n  t o  N o r th  A m erica . However, few  r e t u r n e d  a n d  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  d i e d  i n  e x i l e .

IX

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER I  

THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

The m eag e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a b o u t  t h e  T u rk s  and  

C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  i m p l i e s  a  c e r t a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  u n im p o r ta n c e .  

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d ;  i n d e e d ,  i t  was so m etim es  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  them  p o l i t i c a l l y .  T h e i r  im p o r ta n c e  

came from  a  v i a b l e  s a l t  t r a d e  t h a t  was o f  co m m e rc ia l  v a l u e  

t o  t h e  e a r l y  E n g l i s h  i n  Bermuda and  th e  Bahamas a n d  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n  on th e  s t r a t e g i c  s e a  p a s s a g e  t o  H a i t i  an d  Cuba 

w h ic h  th e  S p a n i s h  a n d  F re n c h  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n t r o l  a t  v a r i o u s  

t i m e s .  I n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  E n g l i s h  a t t a c h e d  

a n o t h e r  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  I s l a n d s  b y  u s i n g  l a n d  t h e r e  t o  

s a t i s f y  c l a i m s  o f  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  f o r  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  

A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n .

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  th e  T u rk s  and  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  a r e  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  a r c h i p e l a g o  o f  th e  W est I n d i e s  

w h ic h  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  Bahamas. They a r e  a p p r o x im a te ly  

90 m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  H a i t i ,  120 m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Cuba, a n d  

575 m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  F l o r i d a .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  T u rk s  and  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  a r e  

G rand T u rk ,  t h e  m o s t  p o p u lo u s  and  s e a t  o f  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t ;
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S a l t  Cay, a  s m a l l  c ay  o f f  Grand T u rk ;  an d  t h e  C a ic o s

I s l a n d s ,  w h ich  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  s m a l l e r  c l u s t e r s :

S o u th  C a ic o s ,  M id d le  C a i c o s ,  W est C a i c o s ,  N o r th  C a i c o s ,  and

P r o v i d e n c i a l e s  ( s e e  maps 1 and 2 ) .

The S p a n ia r d s  c a l l e d  th e  i s l a n d s  "L a s  A m anas,"

p r o b a b l y  a  n a t i v e  nam e. L a t e r  t h e  F re n c h  c a l l e d  them  "L es

I s l e s  T u rq u es"  w h ic h  i s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  name T u rk s  I s l a n d s .

The name o r i g i n a t e d  f ro m  an  a b u n d a n t  g ro w th  o f  a  d w a r f i s h

s p e c i e s  o f  c a c t u s  r e s e m b l i n g  a  T u r k i s h  c a p T h e  name

" C a ic o s "  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  come fro m  a  n a t i v e  p lum  t r e e  an d  i s
2

o f  I n d i a n  o r i g i n .

The C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  G rand  T u rk  b y  

tw e n ty - tw o  m i l e s  o f  w a t e r  known a s  T u rk s  P a s s a g e .  Even 

th o u g h  i t  r e a c h e s  a  d e p th  o f  7 ,0 0 0  f e e t  o r  m o re ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  

p r e s e n t s  g ra v e  d a n g e r s  t o  s h i p s  due to  t h e  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t s  

a n d  th e  c o r a l  r e e f s .  Through th e  a g e s  in n u m e ra b le  s h i p -
3

w re c k s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e .

A s p e c t a c u l a r  c o n t in u o u s  c o r a l  r e e f  s u r r o u n d s  th e  

C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  a n d  l i m i t s  t h e i r  a c c e s s  to  t h e  s e a ;  S o u th  

C a ic o s  h a s  t h e  b e s t  n a t u r a l  h a r b o r  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  A re a s

D a n ie l  M cKinnen, A T o u r T hrough  t h e  B r i t i s h  W est 
I n d i e s ,  i n  t h e  Y e a rs  1802 and  1803 G iv in g  a  P a r t i c u l a r  
A c co u n t o f  t h e  Bahama I s l a n d s  (L ondon: J .  W h i te .  1 8 0 4 ) ,  
p .  122 .

^ I b i d . ,  p .  130.
3

T h eo d o o r  De Booy, "The T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s ,  
B . W . I . , "  G e o g r a p h ic a l  Review 6 (1 )  ( J u l y  1 9 1 8 ) :4 4 .
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known a s  " l a n d i n g s "  a r e  fo u n d  on t h e  o t h e r  i s l a n d s .  T h ese  

i n d i c a t e  a  p l a c e  f o r  l a r g e r  s h i p s  t o  a n c h o r  o f f s h o r e  w h i l e  

s m a l l e r  s h i p s  t a k e  t h e  c a r g o  to  t h e  s h o r e .

The l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  s a l t  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  

ponds  h a s  g iv e n  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  th e  I s l a n d s  s i n c e  p r e 

h i s t o r i c  t i m e s .  The c a l c a r e o u s  r o c k s  t h a t  l i e  i n  h o r i z o n t a l  

l a y e r s  h a v e  b e e n  b e a t e n  by  t h e  s e a  t o  fo rm  h o l e s  a l l o w i n g  

th e  o c e a n  w a t e r  to  f i n d  i t s  way i n l a n d  an d  fo rm  s a l i n a s  o r  

s a l t  p o n d s .  The p r i n c i p a l  p o n d s  l i e  on G rand  T urk  a n d  S a l t  

C i t y .  However, s a l i n a s  a r e  fo u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i s l a n d  

g ro u p .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  when d ry  w e a t h e r  com es, t h e  s a l t  

i n  t h e s e  n a t u r a l  p o n d s  b e g i n s  t o  c r y s t a l i z e  an d  fo rm  s o l i d  

c a k e s ;  t h e  c r y s t a l s  a r e  b ro k e n  up a n d  r a k e d  t o  s h o r e  f o r  

c o l l e c t i o n . ^

A c h a i n  o f  h i l l s  a b o u t  f o r t y  f e e t  h i g h  r u n s  fro m  

n o r t h  t o  s o u t h e a s t  on  G rand  T u rk .  The C a ic o s  a l s o  h a v e  a 

h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n  on a l l  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t s  w h e re  h i l l s  c o v e r e d  

w i t h  n a t u r a l  g r a s s  t e r m i n a t e  i n  h ig h  c l i f f s  t h a t  d ro p  

s t r a i g h t  to  t h e  o c e a n  on M id d le  C a ic o s .

T h e re  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  w a t e r  on G rand  

T u rk . The C a i c o s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  en o u g h  r a i n f a l l ,  tw e n ty - tw o  

t o  t h i r t y  i n c h e s  a n n u a l l y ,  t o  p r o v i d e  w e l l s  a n d  s p r i n g  w a t e r  

th e  y e a r  r o u n d .

S lc K in n e n ,  A T o u r , p .  123 .

^H osay  S m i th ,  A H i s t o i ^  o f  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  
(H a m il to n ,  Bermuda: P u b l i s h e d  by  H osay  S m i th ,  n . d . ) ,  p p .
8 , 14 .
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The s o u t h e a c "  t r a d e  w inds  m o d e ra te  t h e  h i g h  

t e m p e r a t u r e s  and  h u m id i ty  d u r in g  t h e  summer m on ths  p r o v i d i n g  

a  p l e a s a n t  c l i m a t e .  T r o p i c a l  s to rm s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h i t  th e  

i s l a n d s ,  d e s t r o y i n g  p r o p e r t y  and  t a k i n g  l i v e s  a n d ,  i n  some 

i n s t a n c e s ,  e v e n  w a s h in g  away t h e  ve  g a t  io n  an d  s o i l . ^

The s o i l  on  t h e  C a ic o s  was d e s c r i b e d  b y  D a n ie l  

McKinnen i n  1802 , from  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  a s  " .  . . t h e  

m o s t  e s te e m e d  o f  any  i n  t h e  Bahamas. . . . The  s o i l  t o d a y  

i s  t h i n  a n d  r o c k y ,  an d  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  o f  s e c o n d a r y  

im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  economy o f  th e  i s l a n d s .  The s h a l l o w  

C a ic o s  B ank , a  t r i a n g u l a r  s h o a l  to  t h e  s o u th  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s ,
O

i s  home f o r  l o b s t e r ,  c o n ch ,  an d  b o n e f i s h .  T h e se  b an k s  

p r o v i d e  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  an a b u n d a n t  s u p p ly  o f  f o o d .

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s  h av e  d e te r m in e d  t h a t  a  L u cay an  Arawak 

c u l t u r e  e x i s t e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  M id d le  C a ic o s  b e tw e e n  t h e  

a p p r o x im a te  d a t e s  o f  1000 an d  1500 A.D. Two ty p e s  o f  

c u l t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d .  One ty p e  was b a s e d  on a  

t r a d e  c e n t e r  t h a t  r e a c h e d  t h e  Arawak.s o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  

A n t i l l e s ,  a n d  th e  o t h e r  was a  s i m p l e r ,  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  L ucayan  

v i l l a g e .  They a p p e a r  t o  h av e  b e e n  c o n te m p o ra n e o u s ;  th e  

" t r a d i t i o n a l ” s u p p l i e d  s e a  t u r t l e s  t o  t h e  e l i t e  g ro u p  o f  t h e

^ I b i d . ,  p p .  1 7 -2 9 .

^M cKinnen, A T o u r ,  p .  131.
Q

C o l i n  R i c k a r d s ,  " P r o f i l e  o f  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ico s  
I s l a n d s , "  C a r ib b e a n  B u s in e s  News 8 (6 )  (M arch 1 9 7 7 ) :1 1 .
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t r a d i n g  c e n t e r ,  w h ic h  a p p a r e n t l y  e x p o r t e d  s a l t  a s  an  e l e m e n t  

o f  e x c h a n g e .  E v id e n c e  r e c e n t l y  d e v e lo p e d  on  M id d le  C a ic o s  

(1977) r e v e a l e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  p l a n n e d  v i l l a g e  w i t h  a  

s t o n e - l i n e d  c e r e m o n i a l  c o u r t  i n  t h e  p l a z a  a n d  i n t e r 

c o n n e c t i n g  r o a d s .  T h i s  f a i r l y  a d v a n c e d  c u l t u r e  p r o s p e r e d

u n t i l  t h e  com ing  o f  t h e  S p a n ia r d s  i n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  
9c e n t u r y .

Yucayo ( C a ic o s )  a p p e a r s  on t h e  f i r s t  map o f  t h e  New 

W orld  drawn b y  J u a n  de l a  Cosa ( 1 5 0 0 ) ,  a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r  

i s l a n d s  i n  th e  g r o u p ,  n o n e  c l e a r l y  d e l i n e a t e d .  Columbus 

named t h e s e  i s l a n d s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  v e r y  e a r l y  e x p l o r a t i o n  by  

th e  S p a n i s h .

The C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  a r e  a l s o  m e n t io n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

r e c o r d s  o f  Ponce  de L e o n 's  vo y ag e  f ro m  P u e r t o  R ico  to  

F l o r i d a  w h i l e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  e l u s i v e  " F o u n t a i n  o f  Y o u th ."  

H e r r e a ,  who h a d  a c c e s s  to  lo g b o o k s ,  w r o t e  t h a t  de Leon 

r e a c h e d  t h e  C a ic o s  on  M arch 9 ,  1 5 1 3 .^ ^

The S p a n i a r d s  d i d  n o t  make a  p e rm a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  

th e  Baham as. A f t e r  f a i l i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  l u x u r i e s  o f  t h e  E a s t  

I n d i e s ,  t h e y  l e f t ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  them  t h e  L u c a y an  p o p u l a t i o n .  

L as  C a sa s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  L u c a y an s  w e re  t a k e n

g
Shaun S u l l i v a n ,  " C a r ib b e a n  A r c h a e o l o g y , "  h an dbook  

p r e p a r e d  f o r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  on M id d le  C a i c o s ,  1981. 
(M im eo g rap h ed ) ,  p p .  2 - 1 2 .

^ ^ M ic h ae l  C r a t o n ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Bahamas (L o n d o n : 
C o l l i n s ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  4 5 .

^ I b i d .  , p .  4 2 .
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p r i s o n e r s .  T h a t  was p r o b a b l y  an e x a g g e r a t i o n  b u t  i t  i s

r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assum e t h a t  a b o u t  2 0 ,0 0 0  L u cay an s  w e re  t a k e n

f o r  s l a v e  l a b o r .  Many d i e d  o f  d i s e a s e ,  s t a r v a t i o n ,  and

g e n e r a l  i l l  t r e a t m e n t .  L u cay an s  f r e q u e n t l y  c o m m itte d

s u i c i d e  and  m o th e r s  so m etim es  k i l l e d  t h e i r  b a b i e s  t o  save

them  fro m  s l a v e r y .  A c c o rd in g  to  P e t e r  M a r t y r ,  by  1513 o n ly

a  s m a l l  num ber o f  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  was l e f t  i n  a l l  th e

Bahamas. Ponce de Leon w r o te  i n  t h e  same y e a r  t h a t  h e  c o u ld

f i n d  o n ly  " a  s i n g l e  o l d  c r o n e "  on t h e  I s l a n d s .  A f t e r  t h a t

d a t e ,  S p a n is h  w r i t e r s  made no  m e n t io n  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  th e  
12B aham as.

The n e x t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s

came from  Berm uda. A B erm udian  s e a  c a p t a i n  i n  a  s m a l l ,

s w i f t  c r a f t  r e d i s c o v e r e d  T u rk s  I s l a n d s  i n  1678 and  r e p o r t e d
13them  u n i n h a b i t e d .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  t h e  s a l t -  

r a k i n g  on T u rk s  an d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  s a l t  t r a d e  re m a in e d  th e  

hub o f  B e rm u d a 's  c o m m e r c e . A  s m a l l  p e rm a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  

e x i s t e d  a t  Grand T urk  w h i l e  h u n d re d s  o f  m i g r a n t  w o rk e r s  

w o u ld  come d u r i n g  t h e  r a k i n g  s e a s o n .

^ ^ I b i d . , p p .  3 8 -3 9 .
13 J o a n  K ennedy , I s l e  o f  D e v i l s  (L ondon: W i l l ia m

C o l l i n s  Sons and  C o . ,  L t d . , 1 9 7 1 ) ,  p . 644 .
14T e r r y  T u c k e r , Bermuda Today and  Y e s t e r d a y  1503- 

1973 (New Y ork: S t .  M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s , 1 9 7 5 ) ,  p .  75.

Jam es H. S t a r k ,  S t a r k ' s  H i s t o r y  a n d  Guide t o  th e  
Bahama I s l a n d s  ( B o s to n :  P h o t o - E l e c t r o t y p e  C o . ,  1 8 9 l ) , p .
T W .
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I n  1764 , G e n t l e m a n 's  M agazine  p u b l i s h e d  a

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d is m a l  l i v e s  o f  s a l t - r a k e r s  on T u r k 's

I s l a n d .  They l i v e d  i n :

. . . l i t t l e  h u t s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  l e a v e s  ; t h e i r  w ho le  
w a rd ro b e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s t r a w  h a t ,  a  c h e c k  s h i r t ,  a n d  a  
p a i r  o f  o r d i n a r y  t r o w z e r s  [ s i c ] ;  t h e y  h a v e  a  k n i f e  i n  
t h e i r  p o c k e t ,  a n d  a k e t t l e  i n  t h e i r  k i t c h e n .  T h e i r  fo o d  
i s  s a l t p o r k ,  a n d  now a n d  th e n  a  t u r t l e  o r  g u a n a  ( a  s o r t  
o f  a  l a r g e  l i z a r d )  when th e y  h a v e  t im e  to  c a t c h  them , 
an d  v e r y  o f t e n  th e y  a r e  w i t h o u t  b r e a d ;  and  y e t  i n  t h i s  
way o f  l i f e  t h e y  e n jo y  h e a l t h ,  n o r  e v e r  d i f f e r  a b o u t  
p r o p e r t y  o r  r e l i g i o n ,  f o r  t h e y  h a v e  n e i t h e r  p r i e s t ,  
l a w y e r ,  o r  p h y s i c i a n  among them . 16

T ra d e  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  m a in la n d  c o l o n i e s  was 

e x t e n s i v e  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  New E n g la n d  w here  t h e  l a r g e  

f i s h e r i e s  r e q u i r e d  much s a l t .  A cco u n t  s a l e s  o f  c a rg o  

s h ip p e d  on A m erican  s l o o p s  i n c l u d e  i n v o i c e s  o f  s a l t  and  

s u g a r  s h ip p e d  from  T u rk s  I s l a n d  t o  G e o r g i a . Gentlem an* s 

M ag az in e  g i v e s  an  a c c o u n t  o f  how A m e rican s  t r a d e d  w i t h  t h e  

B erm u d ian s  on G rand  T urk : " . . .  t h e y  p a y  th e  B erm ud ians  i n

a  s m a l l  p a r t  i n  money, t h e  r e s t  i n  s t i n k i n g  rum, r o t t e n

p o r k ,  an d  m u sty  b i s c u i t s ,  an d  now and  them  th ro w  them  a  c a s k
18o f  s o u r  w a t e r  i n t o  t h e  b a r g a i n . "

I n  1701 a  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e  b e tw e e n  Bermuda and  

t h e  Bahamas a r o s e  when t h e  n ew ly  a p p o i n t e d  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e

^ ^ " D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  T u r k ' s  I s l a n d , "  G e n t le m a n 's  
M agaz ine  34 (S ep te m b e r  1 7 6 4 ) :4 3 7 .

^ ^ J e n c k e s  P a p e r s ,  1 7 5 2 -7 8 ,  a c c o u n t  s a l e s  o f  c a r g o e s  
o f  t h e  s l o o p  T h ree  S a l l y s . 881 , Rhode I s l a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  L i b r a r y ,  P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode I s l a n d .

^ ^ " D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  T u r k ' s  I s l a n d , "  p .  4 3 7 .
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Baham as, E l i a s  H a s k e t t ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l e v y  d u t i e s  upon

B erm ud ian  s a l t - r a k e r s  i n  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  One

v e s s e l  was s e i z e d  f o r  n o n -p a y m e n t  and  H a s k e t t  t h r e a t e n e d  to

hang  t h e  c a p t a i n  s a y i n g ,  . . h e  w o u ld  make no  more t o  do

i t  th a n  t o  h a n g  a  d o g ."  The G o v e rn o r  o f  Bermuda s t r o n g l y

p r o t e s t e d  B aham as' r i g h t  t o  t a x  i s l a n d s  t h a t  b e lo n g e d  to

Bermuda a n d  e v e n  ren ew ed  an o l d  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  Bahamas

s h o u ld  come u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  Berm uda. To e n f o r c e

t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  l e t t e r s  o f  m arque w e re  i s s u e d  t o  B erm udian

s h i p s  " a g a i n s t  p i r a t e s . "  A c t u a l l y  t h e y  w e re  t o  p r e v e n t
19s e i z u r e  by B ah am ian s .

B erm u d ian s  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e i r  c l a i m  by  d i s 

p a t c h i n g  C a p t a i n  Lew M id d le to n  t o  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  to  

r i d  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  S p a n ia r d s  who h a d  r a i d e d  a n d  im p r i s o n e d  

t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  1710 . M id d le to n  was s u c c e s s f u l  and  th e  

s a l t  t r a d e  c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  S p a n is h  h a r a s s m e n t

b o t h  t o  t h e  s a l t - r a k e r s  and  t r a n s p o r t i n g  s h i p s ,  r e q u i r i n g
20c o n t in u o u s  B erm udian  p r o t e c t i o n .

I n  1764, T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  was th e  c e n t e r  o f  a  

d i s p u t e  b e tw e e n  F r a n c e  an d  E n g la n d .  The F r e n c h  v i o l a t e d  th e  

1763 T r e a t y  o f  P a r i s  when C ount d 'E s t a i n g  o c c u p i e d  th e  T u rk s  

a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  The i n c i d e n t  was s e t t l e d  th r o u g h  

n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d  d ’E s t a i n g  w i th d r e w ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t

19 C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  9 1 .
20 S t a r k ,  H i s t o r y  a n d  G u id e , p .  160 .
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a l e r t e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  to  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  I s l a n d s .

T h a t  t a s k  was g iv e n  to  t h e  Baham as, n u l l i f y i n g  B e rm u d a 's
21c l a i m  t o  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s .

G o v e rn o r  W i l l i a m  S h i r l e y  o f  t h e  Bahamas a s s e r t e d  h i s  

a u t h o r i t y  by  a p p o i n t i n g  W i l l i a m  Symmer t o  s e r v e  a s  a 

r e s i d e n t  a g e n t  on t h e  I s l a n d s .  F u r t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  c o n t r a b a n d  

t r a d e  c o u ld  n o t  be  c o n t r o l l e d ,  h e  recom m ended t o  London i n  

1767 t h a t  f r e e  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n is h  b e  a l lo w e d  

i n  t h e  I s l a n d s .  London , p r o t e c t i n g  m e r c a n t i l i s m ,  r e f u s e d  

an d  o r d e r e d  t h e  r o y a l  g o v e r n o r  t o  s e e  t h a t  a l l  Baham ian law s  

b e  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  T u rks  a n d  C a ic o s .

A c r i s i s  t h a t  m ig h t  h av e  r e a c h e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

p r o p o r t i o n s  was p r e v e n t e d  when t h e  B aham ian  A ssem bly  r e f u s e d  

S h i r l e y ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  p a s s  a d d i t i o n a l  la w s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t r a d e  

i n  t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s .  A g en t Symmer h a d  r e p o r t e d  s t r o n g  

r e s e n t m e n t  t o  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  fro m  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  who w ere  

n o t  e v e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  Baham ian A ssem b ly . T h ese  

d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l s  w ere  p r o b a b l y  n o t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  n o n 

p a s s a g e  a s  some members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  a  v e s t e d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s a l t  t r a d e  and  d i d  n o t  w a n t  to  u p s e t  t h a t  

a r r a n g e m e n t .  A f t e r  1771 , some l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t r o l l i n g
22s a l t - r a k i n g  was p a s s e d  w i t h  a  m o d e ra te  d e g re e  o f  s u c c e s s .

21 C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  1 4 7 .  

Z ^ I b i d . , p p .  1 5 0 -5 1 .
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The T u rk s  an d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  w e re  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  an

A c t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1799 a s  m e e t in g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r

v o t i n g  a n d  h o l d i n g  m em bersh ip  i n  t h e  B aham ian A ssem bly .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w e re  s e n t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  N a ss a u  t o

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  I s l a n d s  b u t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  a t t e n d a n c e  w ere  
23p o o r .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  T u rks  a n d  C a ic o s  d isav o w e d  any 

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Bahamas and  r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  i t s  

a u t h o r i t y .  They c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h

Bermuda b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  o f  B erm udian  s a l t -
. 24r a k e r s .

O f f i c i a l l y ,  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d e r s  r e m a in e d  

u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Baham ian g o v e rn m en t u n t i l  

1848 . Then a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was w r i t t e n  w h ic h  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  

l o c a l  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C o u n c i l .  I n  1874 , an  A n n e x a t io n  A c t 

j o i n e d  them  t o  J a m a ic a  a n d ,  when J a m a ic a  becam e in d e p e n d e n t  

i n  1 9 6 2 ,  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  c h o se  t o  re m a in  a  B r i t i s h  

p o s s e s s i o n .

The I s l a n d s  a r e  now l a r g e l y  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g .  U nder a

C o n s t i t u t i o n  g r a n t e d  i n  1 9 6 9 , a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  was c r e a t e d .

The B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t s t i l l  a p p o i n t s  a  g o v e r n o r  b u t  a l l o w s

l a r g e r  re sp c  . i s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p a r t i a l l y  e l e c t e d  M i n i s t e r i a l
25fo rm  o f  g o v e rn m e n t .

Z ^ I b i d . ,  p .  127 .

S t a r k ,  H i s t o r y  a n d  G u id e , p .  160 .
25 R i c k a r d s ,  " P r o f i l e  o f  t h e  T u rk s  and  C a ic o s  

I s l a n d s , "  p .  11 . N ine  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  members o f  th e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  e l e c t e d .
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T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  and

a c t u a l  e v e n t s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  I s l a n d s  f rom  1780s to  1 8 2 0 s .

The T u rk s  a n d  C a i c o s ,  a l t h o u g h  f a r  f ro m  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  o f

t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i  n o t  e s c a p e  in v o lv e m e n t .  B e fo re

th e  p e a c e  was s i g n e d  i n  1783 , a  F r e n c h  f o r c e  s e i z e d  T u rk s

and  C a i c o s .  H o r a t i o  N e ls o n ,  a  young  C a p t a in  i n  A d m ira l

H o o d 's  W est I n d i e s  S q u a d ro n ,  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  to  r e t a k e

th e  I s l a n d s .  The I s l a n d s  w ere  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  t h a t
26same y e a r  i n  t h e  p e a c e  t r e a t y .  T h is  s i g n a l  e v e n t ,  t h e  

T r e a t y  o f  P a r i s ,  17 8 3 , w ou ld  b r i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  T u rk s  and  

C a ic o s  u n l i k e  a n y t h i n g  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r ,  c h an g e s  t h a t  a r e  

o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  " L o y a l i s t  I n v a s i o n . "

26 C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  159.
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CHAPTER I I  

GEORGIA: 1763-1775

S a l t ,  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  i t e m  u s e d  i n  e v e r y  home, was t h e  

s i n g l e  t i e  b e tw e e n  m o s t  G e o rg ia n s  an d  t h e  T u rk s  an d  C a ic o s  

I s l a n d s  i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The t r a d i n g  s lo o p s  

b r o u g h t  t h e i r  c a r g o  o f  s a l t  t o  t h e  docks  o f  S a v an n ah ,  

c o l l e c t e d  t h e i r  p a y  an d  s a i l e d  away. T h e re  was no r e a s o n  

f o r  an y  c i t i z e n s  o f  G e o rg ia  to  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u ld  e v e r  l e a v e  

t h e i r  l a n d  an d  t a k e  up r e s i d e n c e  on t h o s e  r e m o te  s a l t  

i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  C a r ib b e a n .

G e o rg ia  was t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e  c o l o n i e s  a n d ,  i n  t h e  

1 7 6 0 s , q u i t e  d e p e n d e n t  upon th e  m o th e r  c o u n t r y  f o r  f r o n t i e r  

p r o t e c t i o n .  The T r e a t y  o f  P a r i s  o f  1763 h a d  rem oved  a  m a jo r  

t h r e a t  t o  G e o r g i a ' s  s e c u r i t y  when S p a in  c e d e d  F l o r i d a  to  

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  F re n c h  w i th d r e w  w e s t  o f  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i ,  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  enemy, G e o rg ia  h a d  two 

new B r i t i s h  c o l o n i e s .  E a s t  F l o r i d a  and  W est F l o r i d a ,  f o r  

n e i g h b o r s .  M ean w h ile ,  G e o rg ia  h a d  d o u b le d  h e r  l a n d  a v a i l 

a b l e  f o r  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  by  s i g n i n g  a  t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  C reek  

and  C h ero k ee  I n d i a n s . ^ The c o l o n y ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  l a n d

K e n n e th  Colem an, The A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o rg ia  
1 7 6 3 -1789  ( A th e n s :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,
p . 6 .

14
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and  t i m b e r ,  a n d  t h e  r o y a l  g o v e r n m e n t 's  d e s i r e  to  make i t

a v a i l a b l e ,  b r o u g h t  g r e a t e r  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a n  t h e  G e o rg ia n s  h a d

e v e r  known. T h ese  p r o s p e r o u s  t im e s  w o u ld  n o t  en d  u n t i l  1775
2

when t h e  r e b e l l i o n  b ro k e  o u t .

When t h e  G re a t  War f o r  t h e  E m pire  e n d e d  i n  1763, 

E n g la n d  em erg ed  a s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  n a t i o n  i n  E u ro p e ,  I t  

became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  

A m erican  c o l o n i e s  much more c l o s e l y  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  th a n  th e y  

h a d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  When th e  q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  a s  to  who w ou ld  

p ay  f o r  t h e  c o s t l y  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  w e re  u n w i l l i n g  to  

assum e any  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e b t .  They d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  th e  

B r i t i s h  a rg u m e n t  t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  to  t a x  

c o l o n i s t s  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s .  T h is  d i s p u t e  

o v e r  t a x a t i o n ,  b r o u g h t  on by  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t 's  s e a r c h  

f o r  r e v e n u e  t o  p a y  f o r  a  w a r ,  t r i g g e r e d  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d
3

to  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .

D e s p i t e  t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  t i m e s ,  G e o r g ia  w o u ld  n o t  

e s c a p e  t h e  u n r e s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s .  D u r in g  th e  n e x t  

d e c a d e ,  th e  t u r m o i l  w ou ld  s p i l l  i n t o  t h e  s o u th  and  e n g u l f  

th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  G e o rg ia .  By 1775 , many who h a d  b e e n  l o y a l  

B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  w ou ld  t h i n k  o f  th e m s e lv e s  a s  A m erican s  and 

a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y .

O
K e n n e th  Coleman, C o l o n i a l  G e o r g ia :  A H i s t o r y  (New

Y ork: C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  S o n s , 1 9 7 6 ) ,  p . 205 .
O
K e n n e th  Coleman, e d . , A H i s t o r y  o f  G e o rg ia  (A th e n s :  

The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o rg ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  57.
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I n  O c to b e r ,  1760 , Jam es W r ig h t ,  b o m  i n  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a ,  becam e G e o r g i a ' s  t h i r d  r o y a l  g o v e r n o r .  W r ig h t  h a d  

s e r v e d  a s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e ra l  f o r  tw e n ty - o n e  y e a r s  i n  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a .  H ow ever, a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  a p p o in tm e n t ,  h e  was 

i n  London a c t i n g  a s  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ' s  C o l o n i a l  A g e n t .  W r ig h t  

g o v e rn e d  G e o r g ia  l o n g e r  t h a n  any  o t h e r  man. I n  t h e  tw e n ty -  

two y e a r s  t h a t  h e  was g o v e r n o r , ^ h e  l e f t  G e o rg ia  o n l y  tw ic e  ; 

once  when h e  was g r a n t e d  a  l e a v e  i n  1771 -1 7 7 3  and  a g a i n  i n  

1776 when h e  was d r i v e n  o u t  b y  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  g o v e rn m e n t .  

He r e t u r n e d  i n  1779 a f t e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e c a p t u r e d  S av an n ah  

an d  r e m a in e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l  e v a c u a t i o n  i n  J u l y ,

1782.5

W rig h t  saw h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  g o v e r n o r  a s  b e i n g  a  

s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  K in g .  The G o v e rn o r  p l a c e d  o b e d ie n c e  to  

o r d e r s  f ro m  London abo v e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  G e o r g ia .  

He d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  d i s s o l v e  an  u n c o o p e r a t i v e  A ssem bly  i f  

i t  f o r g o t  i t s  p o w e rs  w ere  b y  t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  K in g .^  W r ig h t  

u s u a l l y  w o rk ed  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  A ssem bly  ; h i s  p e r s u a s i v e  p o w ers  

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  S p e a k e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  t im e .  He u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  

A m e r ic a n s '  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a n d  d id  n o t h i n g  when

^W. W. A b b o t ,  The R o y a l G o v e rn o rs  o f  G e o r g ia  175 4 -  
1775 (C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s .
1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  84 .

^C olem an , R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  4 .

^K e n n e th  Colem an, " Jam es  W r i g h t , "  i n  G e o r g ia n s  i n  
P r o f i l e :  H i s t o r i c a l  E s s a y s  i n  H onor o f  E l l i s  M er to n  
C o u l t e r , e d . ,  H o ra ce  M ontgomery ( A t h e n s : The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
G e o rg ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  4 1 .
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th e  A ssem b ly , i n  r e s p o n ?  *-o a  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  f ro m  t h e  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  

S u g a r  A c t  o f  1764 an d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Stamp A c t . ^

When t h e  l e t t e r  came fro m  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  A u g u s t  

i n v i t i n g  d e l e g a t e s  t o  come to  a  C o n g re ss  i n  New Y ork i n  

O c to b e r ,  1765 , t o  o p p o se  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  Stamp A c t ,  

G o v e rn o r  W rig h t  r e f u s e d  t o  c a l l  a  s e s s i o n ,  A le x a n d e r  W y lly ,  

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H ouse , c i r c u m v e n te d  W r i g h t ’ s i n a c t i o n  by 

c a l l i n g  f o r  a l l  members o f  t h e  A ssem bly  t o  m e e t  an d  d i s c u s s  

t h e  p r o p o s a l .  S i x t e e n  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  members a t t e n d e d .  

On S e p te m b e r  2 a  r e p l y  was s e n t  t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  e x p r e s s i n g  

G e o r g i a ' s  c o n c e r n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  an y  a c t i o n  t h e  C o n g re ss  

d e c id e d  t o  t a k e . The r e a s o n  th e y  gave  f o r  n o t  s e n d in g  

d e l e g a t e s  was t h a t  t h e  A ssem bly  was i n  r e c e s s .  When th e  

A ssem bly  o f f i c i a l l y  m e t i n  O c to b e r ,  i t  t h a n k e d  W ylly  f o r  t h e  

way t h e  m a t t e r  h a d  b e e n  h a n d l e d .  W r ig h t  made no  m e n t io n  o f  

any  o f  t h i s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  to  t h e  B o a rd  o f  T ra d e  a n d  s a i d
O

n o t h i n g  to  t h e  A ssem b ly .

The Stamp A c t was s c h e d u le d  t o  go i n t o  e f f e c t  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A m e r ic a s  on t h e  f i r s t  o f  Novem ber, 1765. I t s  

G e o rg ia  o p p o n e n ts  to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a  day  o f  c e l e b r a t i o n  on 

O c to b e r  25 ,  th e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  G eorge  I l l ' s  a s c e n s i o n  to  t h e  

t h r o n e ,  t o  p a r a d e  a b o u t  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  an e f f i g y  o f  a

7I b i d . ,  p .  47 .
O
A b b o t,  R o y a l  G o v e r n o r s , p .  1 0 8 .
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s tam p c o l l e c t o r .  N e i t h e r  s tam p s  n o r  d i s t r i b u t o r  a r r i v e d  on 

t i m e ,  an d  a  s i m i l a r  p a r a d e  was h e l d  on November 5 ,  Guy 

F aw k es’ Day. D u r in g  t h i s  t im e  M cH enry 's  T a v e rn  was c h o se n  

a s  a  m e e t in g  p l a c e  t o  p l a n  a  g r e e t i n g  f o r  t h e  d e la y e d  s tam p 

d i s t r i b u t o r .  The p r o t e s t i n g  g ro u p  c a l l e d  th e m s e lv e s  t h e  

"S o n s  o f  L i b e r t y . " ^

I t  was J a n u a r y  3 , 1766 , b e f o r e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t o r  

a r r i v e d  i n  G e o r g ia .  No b u s i n e s s  r e q u i r i n g  s tam p s  h a d  b e e n  

c o n d u c te d  an d  no  s h i p s  h a d  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  c l e a r  S a v a n n a h 's  

h a r b o r  d u r i n g  t h i s  t im e .  When w ord  o f  t h r e a t s  t o  d e s t r o y  

t h e  s tam p s  r e a c h e d  W r ig h t ,  h e  p r o m p t ly  moved t h e  s tam p s  t o  

t h e  R a n g e r ' s  g u a rd  h o u s e  f o r  s a f e  k e e p i n g .  He p e r s o n a l l y  

s t a y e d  t h e r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s ta m p s ,  c l a i m i n g  h e  " d i d  n o t  

h a v e  h i s  c l o t h e s  o f f  f o r  f o u r  d a y s . " ^ ^

P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s tam p s  was so s t r o n g  t h a t  

t h e  o n ly  s tam p s  s o l d  w ere  t o  s i x t y  v e s s e l s  i n  th e  h a r b o r .  

A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a n o t h e r  t h r e a t  i n  J a n u a r y ,  W r ig h t  s e n t  t h e  

r e m a in in g  s tam p s  o u t  o f  t h e  c o lo n y  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 7 6 6 .^ ^

P a r l i a m e n t  r e p e a l e d  t h e  Stamp A c t on M arch 5 ,  1 7 66 . 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  no l o s s  o f  p r o p e r t y  an d  no  l o s s  

o f  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  K in g  p l e a s e d  W r ig h t  and  t h e  A ssem bly . 

W r ig h t  b lam ed  t h e  t r o u b l e s  i n  G e o rg ia  on t h e  l a c k  o f

9
Colem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  19 . 

l O l b i d . ,  p p .  2 0 -2 1 .

^^C olem an, " Jam es  W r i g h t , "  p .  48 .
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e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .  The g o v e r n o r  o f  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a  h a d  a l lo w e d  s h i p s  t o  c l e a r  p o r t  w i t h  o n ly  a  s t a t e 

m en t t h a t  no  s tam p s  w ere  a v a i l a b l e .

A f t e r  t h e  Stamp A c t  c r i s i s ,  W r ig h t  made a d e t e r m in e d  

e f f o r t  t o  w in  o v e r  t h e  L i b e r t y  f a c t i o n .  He spoke  w i t h  i t s  

l e a d e r s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  mob r u l e .  They a s s u r e d

h im  t h a t  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a u t h o r i t y  w o u ld  n o t  
12h a p p en  a g a i n .

I n  r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  Stamp A c t  c r i s i s  and  t h e

Q u a r t e r i n g  A c t  o f  1765 , t h e  L i b e r t y  P a r t y  was now c a p a b l e  o f

c h a l l e n g i n g  W r i g h t ' s  a u t h o r i t y .  G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  a s k e d  th e

A ssem bly  t o  com ply w i t h  t h e  A c t  w h ic h  w o u ld  make th e

c o l o n i e s  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n i n g  a n d  s u p p l y i n g  o f  B r i t i s h

t r o o p s  i n  A m e ric a .  A f t e r  t h e  A ssem bly  d i d  n o t  a n sw e r  f o r

t h r e e  w e e k s ,  W r ig h t  p r e s s u r e d  t h e  b o d y .  They in fo r m e d  h im

t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  c o o p e r a t e  b e c a u s e  t o  do so  w o u ld  v i o l a t e

th e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n c y  a s  w e l l  a s  s e t  a  d a n g e ro u s  
13p r e c e d e n t .

The L i b e r t y  P a r t y  grew  i n  s t r e n g t h  u n t i l  i t  f i n a l l y  

d o m in a te d  t h e  A ssem bly  a f t e r  17 6 8 . I t  w as s im p ly  t h e  p a r t y  

o f  r e v o l u t i o n  e v o l v i n g  a t  a  much s lo w e r  p a c e  t h a n  s i m i l a r  

p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  G e o rg ia  was s t i l l  

d e p e n d e n t  on B r i t a i n  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  i t s  f r o n t i e r s  a n d .

12 A b b o t,  R oyal G o v e r n o r s . p p .  1 2 6 -2 7 .
13 Colem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g ia ,  p .  2 3 .
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e v en  th o u g h  t h e  A ssem bly  w o u ld  u s u r p  G o v e rn o r  W r i g h t ' s

14a u t h o r i t y ,  i t  was s lo w  t o  o f f e n d  t h e  K ing  o r  P a r l i a m e n t .

A m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r e - R e v o l u t io n  c o n f l i c t  a r o s e  i n  

1767 a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  Townshend A c t s ,  w h ic h  w e re  

im p o r t  d u t i e s  on a  l i s t  o f  c o m m o d it ie s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e a .

A g a in ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  to o k  t h e  l e a d  an d  s e n t  a n o t h e r  c i r c u l a r  

l e t t e r  u r g i n g  u n i t y  i n  o p p o s in g  P a r l i a m e n t ' s  r i g h t  to  t a x  

t h e  c o l o n i e s .

A le x a n d e r  W y lly ,  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  Commons H o u se ,  

r e s p o n d e d  to  t h e  l e t t e r .  He w r o te  t h a t  t h e  A ssem bly  c o u l d  

ta k e  no  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  u n t i l  i t  m et i n  Novem ber, b u t  

G e o r g i a ' s  a g e n t ,  B en jam in  F r a n k l i n ,  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  w ork  

f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Townshend A c t .  London , upon  h e a r i n g  

o f  t h e  l e t t e r ,  i n s t r u c t e d  G o v ern o r  W r ig h t  t o  d i s a p p r o v e  

W ylly  s h o u l d  h e  b e  e l e c t e d  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  n e x t  Commons 

H o u se .

When t h e  Commons m et i n  Novem ber, W r ig h t  w a rn e d  th e  

A ssem bly  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  c i r c u l a r  w e re  c o n s i d e r e d ,  h e  w o u ld  

d i s s o l v e  t h e  b o d y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  D i s 

r e g a r d i n g  th e  w a r n in g .  S p e a k e r  W ylly  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c i r c u l a r ,  

an d  i t  w as a p p r o v e d .  A n o t i c e  o f  t h i s  a p p r o v a l  was s e n t  t o  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  H o ld in g  t o  h i s  s t r o n g - e x e c u t i v e  v ie w  o f  

g o v e rn m e n t ,  W rig h t  d i s s o l v e d  t h e  A ssem bly  i n  D ecem ber, 1768 .

^^ A b b o t,  R oyal G o v e r n o r s , p p .  1 2 9 -3 0 .
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E x e c u t i v e  an d  L e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  w e re  h o p e l e s s l y  

d e a d lo c k e d .

A l th o u g h  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  summer o f  1774 t h a t  

th e  members o f  t h e  L i b e r t y  P a r t y  w ere  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  

t h e  H ouse J o u r n a l s  p l a i n l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  e a r l i e r  l e a d e r s .  

W i l l i a m  Ewen was one o f  th e  e a r l y  l e a d e r s  and  w o u ld  become 

th e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  G e o rg ia  C o u n c i l  o f  S a f e t y .

The s i t u a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  Commons House a n d  t h e  

G o v e rn o r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o rs e n ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  r e q u e s t s .  

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  was g r a n t e d  l e a v e . He s a i l e d  f o r  E n g la n d  i n  

1771 . H is  o l d  f r i e n d ,  Jam es H abersham , s e r v e d  a s  A c t in g  

G o v e rn o r  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e . H abersham  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  d i s s o l v i n g  u n c o o p e r a t i v e  A s s e m b l ie s  a n d  t h u s  no  im p ro v e 

m en t o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  th e  two 

b r a n c h e s .

Jam es W r ig h t  r e t u r n e d  i n  1773 a s  S i r  Jam es W r ig h t ,  a

t i t l e  g iv e n  b y  t h e  K ing  d u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  i n  E n g la n d .

G e o r g ia ,  u n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s ,  was q u i e t .  The G o v e rn o r

a n d  t h e  A ssem bly  w ere  more c o m p a t ib le  a n d  no  r e a l  p r o t e s t s
18o f  B r i t i s h  p o l i c i e s  w e re  made.

C olem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p p .  2 8 -2 9 . 

^ ^ A b b o t,  R oyal G o v e r n o r s , p .  13 1 . 

l ^ I b i d . ,  p .  156 . 

l * I b i d . ,  p .  158 .
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I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1774 , a f t e r  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  

" I n t o l e r a b l e  A c t s , "  p e t i t i o n s  and  p r o t e s t s  b ro k e  o u t  

t h r o u g h o u t  th e  c o l o n i e s .  A m e e t in g  was h e l d  a t  T o n d e e 's  

T a v e rn  i n  S av an n ah , J u l y  14 ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  i s s u e s  a t  h an d ;  

l a t e r  m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  same n a t u r e  w e re  h e l d  on J u l y  27 and  

A u g u s t  10 .

The m e e t in g  o f  A u g u s t  10 was o f  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

I t  h a d  b e e n  s c h e d u le d  f o r  A u g u s t  t o  a l l o w  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

f ro m  d i s t a n t  p a r i s h e s  t im e  t o  t r a v e l  t o  S av an n ah . W rig h t  

p r o t e s t e d  t h e  m e e t in g ,  b u t  he  was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  

p r e v e n t i n g  i t .  E v e ry  p a r i s h  s e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The 

e i g h t  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p te d  e x p r e s s e d  G e o r g i a ’ s f i r s t  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s e n t i m e n t s .

The d e l e g a t e s  a t  S av an n ah  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  o f

s e n d i n g  d e l e g a t e s  to  t h e  F i r s t  C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g re ss  i n

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  A m o t io n  t o  s e n d  d e l e g a t e s  was b r o u g h t  to  t h e

f l o o r  tw ic e  and  d e f e a t e d  b o t h  t i m e s .  A l e t t e r  from  S t .

J o h n ' s  P a r i s h  c l a i m e d  t h a t  a  g ro u p  f ro m  S av an n ah  was p r e s e n t

a n d  v o t e d  w i t h o u t  l e g a l  s t a n d i n g ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  th e

m o t io n .  A t any  r a t e ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  s e n d  d e l e g a t e s  to

t h e  F i r s t  C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g re s s  was made by  t h e  p e o p le  o f
19G e o rg ia  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  f rom  G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t .

F i g h t i n g  b e tw e e n  th e  c o l o n i s t s  an d  t h e  B r i t i s h  b eg an  

on May 10 , 1775 , i n  New E n g la n d .  The L i b e r t y  B oys, p l a y i n g

19 Coleman, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p p .  4 2 -4 4 .
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up t h e  b lo o d s h e d ,  moved t o  w in  t h e  G e o rg ia  c i t i z e n r y  to  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a u s e  a n d  to  g a in  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  G e o rg ia  

g o v e rn m e n t .

The c o l o n i s t s  c i r c u l a t e d  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h

g o v e rn m e n t  p la n n e d  t o  arm  th e  s l a v e s  an d  e n c o u r a g e  r e b e l l i o n .

A ls o ,  a n  o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r  b y  W r ig h t ,  w h ic h  was h i g h l y

c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  m e e t in g s  o f  th e  L i b e r t y  f a c t i o n  i n  G e o rg ia ,

was p u b l i s h e d  i n  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .

The w ar  o f  w ords  t u r n e d  i n t o  p r a n k s ,  t h e n  v i o l e n c e ,

an d  f i n a l l y  f o r c e .  Guns p l a c e d  a l o n g  th e  r i v e r  b a n k  w ere

s p i k e d  and  r o l l e d  down th e  b l u f f  i n  an  e f f o r t  to  s p o i l  t h e

s a l u t e  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  K i n g 's  b i r t h d a y .

A g u a r d  s t a n d i n g  w a tc h  a t  a  s e i z e d  s h i p  was t a r r e d  an d

f e a t h e r e d ,  an d  th e n  th ro w n  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  A mob arm ed  w i t h

b a y o n e t s  a p p e a r e d  i n  th e  s t r e e t s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n

o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  b i r t h d a y  a n d  w a rn e d  a l l  new v i s i t o r s  i n

Sav an n ah  t o  l e a v e  th e  c i t y  w i t h i n  a  w eek .

J o s e p h  H abersham  l e d  a  c o n s t a n t  h a r a s s m e n t  o f

G o v e rn o r  W rig h t  an d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s .  H is  g r o u p ,  known a s  t h e

" S a v an n a h  M ob," c o n s i s t e d  o f  b o t h  r o w d ie s  and  yo u n g  men f rom

l e a d i n g  f a m i l i e s .  I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  c l im a x e d  i n  J u n e  when th e

members s t o l e  an  e s t i m a t e d  s i x  t o n s  o f  gunpow der f rom  an

E n g l i s h  c a r g o  s h i p  m oored  i n  t h e  h a r b o r .  The gunpow der was
20d i v i d e d  among S o u th  C a r o l i n a  an d  G e o rg ia  P a t r i o t s .

20A b b o t,  R oyal G o v e r n o r s , p .  175 .
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On J u ly  4 ,  1775 , a  p r o v i n c i a l  c o n g r e s s  m et an d

e l e c t e d  A r c h i b a l d  B u l lo c h  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  A id e d  b y  th e

Com m ittee  o f  C o r re s p o n d e n c e  and  l a t e r  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f

S a f e t y ,  t h i s  C o n g re ss  a c t u a l l y  r u l e d  t h e  c o lo n y .  A l th o u g h

W rig h t  r e m a in e d  i n  G e o rg ia  f o r  s i x  more m o n th s ,  h e  h a d  l o s t

c o n t r o l .  J o s e p h  H abersham  nad  o r d e r e d  h i s  a r r e s t  on J a n u a r y

18, 1776, b u t  h e  e s c a p e d  and  f l e d  t o  E n g la n d  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  
21th e  same y e a r .

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Sons o f  L i b e r t y  w ere  n o t  

c o n f i n e d  t o  S avannah . They h a d  b e e n  a c t i v e  e l s e w h e r e  d u r i n g  

t h e  Stamp A c t C o n g re ss  c r i s i s .  A f t e r  G o v e rn o r  W r i g h t ' s  

d e p a r t u r e  th e y  s t e p p e d  up t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

The b a c k c o m t r y ,  o r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  

G e o rg ia ,  was n o t  n e a r l y  a s  d b n c e m e d  a b o u t  " t a x a t i o n  w i t h 

o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n "  a s  was th e  l o w c o u n t r y , o r  th e  p a r t  

a ro u n d  S av an n ah . I n d e e d ,  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  h a d  l i t t l e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  th e  G e o rg ia  A ssem b ly . The L i b e r t y  f a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  lo w c o u n t ry  to o k  m e asu re s  to  s e c u r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s u p p o r t  o f  th e  b a c k c o u n t r y .

The P r o v i n c i a l  C o n g re ss  a d o p te d  t h e  " A s s o c i a t i o n "  i n  

J u l y ,  1775 . The a d o p t io n  was a  p l e d g e  t o  wage w ar  a g a i n s t  

t h e  Crown a n d ,  i n ç o r t a n t l y , t o  t r e a t  n o n - s i g n e r s  a s  e n e m ie s .  

In  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  L i b e r t y  Boys s e t  o u t  t o

Z ^ I b i d . ,  p .  178 .
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c o n t r o l  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y ,  a n d  Thomas Brown w o u ld  become a  

22p r im e  t a r g e t .

Thomas Brown e m i g r a t e d  f ro m  B r i t a i n  i n  1774 , 

b r i n g i n g  w i t h  h im  s e v e n t y - f o u r  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s .  He 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  5 ,6 0 0  a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h 

e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  G e o r g ia ,  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  c e d e d  C reek  

an d  C h ero k ee  l a n d .  H is  o p e r a t i o n  showed so  much p ro m is e  

t h a t  h e  o r d e r e d  a n o t h e r  s e v e n t y - f i v e  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  to

b e  s e n t  to  h im  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 7 75 , e v id e n c e  t h a t  Brown
23h o p e d  t o  becom e a  p e rm a n e n t  G e o rg ia  p l a n t e r .

A c c o r d in g  t o  Jam es G ordon, B ro w n 's  p a r t n e r  i n  a  l a n d  

schem e. Brown " b e i n g  Young a n d  A c t iv e  a n d  V i o l e n t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  R e b e l  M e a s u r e s ,  u s e d  to  a t t e n d  t h e i r  M e e t in g s  an d  o p p o se  

t h e i r  m e a s u r e s . "  G ordon s a i d  h e  h a d  t h e  same s e n t i m e n t s  b u t  

d i d  n o t  d e c l a r e  them  w i t h  " t h e  same w a r m t h . B r o w n  was 

e v e n t u a l l y  v i s i t e d  b y  t h e  z e a l o u s  L i b e r t y  B oys. A c c o rd in g  

t o  h i s  own d e s c r i p t i o n ,  " u p w ard s  o f  O ne-H undred  Men" came 

and  u r g e d  h im  t o  s i g n  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  When h e  r e f u s e d ,  

m o s t o f  t h e  men l e f t ,  b u t  t h o s e  who r e m a in e d  t h r e a t e n e d  to  

a r r e s t  h im  i f  h e  w ou ld  n o t  s i g n .  Brown r e s i s t e d  a n d

22 C olem an, R e v o l u t i o n  xn G e o r g i a , p .  6 1 .
23 G ary  O ls o n ,  " L o y a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu 

t i o n  : Thomas Brown a n d  t h e  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  B a c k c o u n t ry
1 7 7 5 -1 7 7 6 ,"  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  M agaz ine  68 (O c to b e r  
1961) - .201-02.

^ ^ W a l la c e  Brown, The K i n g ' s  F r i e n d s  ( P r o v id e n c e ,
Rhode I s l a n d :  Brown U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  2 4 5 .
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a t t e m p t e d  t o  arm h i m s e l f  u n t i l  a  b lo w  t o  t h e  h e a d  w i t h  a 

r i f l e  e n d e d  h i s  r e s i s t a n c e .  The R e b e ls  d ra g g e d  h im  f i v e  

m i l e s  f ro m  h i s  hom e, t i e d  h im  to  a  t r e e ,  an d  " a p p l i e d  

b u r n i n g  t o r c h e s  . . .  t o  t h e  s o l e s  o f  h i s  f e e t . "  They 

t a r r e d  a n d  f e a t h e r e d  h im  a n d  p a r a d e d  h im  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y 

s i d e .  He was p a r t i a l l y  s c a l p e d  a n d  l o s t  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  

t o e s .  A f t e r  h e  s i g n e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h e  h a d  " r e p e n t e d  o f

h i s  p a s t  c o n d u c t , "  h e  was g iv e n  a  h o r s e  a n d  a l l o w e d  to  
25e s c a p e .

The m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  Thomas Brown b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  

L o y a l i s t s  one o f  t h e i r  a b l e s t  l e a d e r s ,  a  man who w o u ld  r e p a y  

th e  G e o rg ia  Sons o f  L i b e r t y  i n  f u l l  m e a s u re .  Brown f l e d  t o  

E a s t  F l o r i d a  w here  h e  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  F l o r i d e  R an g e rs  f ro m

L o y a l i s t s  an d  I n d i a n s .  He was a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  a s  an y  s i n g l e
26i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  t h e  s a v a g e  p a r t i s a n  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  S o u th .

I n  th e  n e x t  two y e a r s  t h e  P a t r i o t s  w o u ld  b e  i n  c o n t r o l  o f

G e o rg ia  a n d  t h e r e  w o u ld  be  v i c i o u s  f i g h t i n g .

Jam es H abersham , a  p r o m in e n t  G e o r g ia n ,  w r o te  t o  a

f r i e n d  i n  London i n  1775 a c c u r a t e l y  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f

a f f a i r s  t o  come i n  G e o r g ia .  He w r o te :

. . . I  w ou ld  n o t  c h o o se  to  l i v e  h e r e  an y  l o n g e r  t h a n  
we a r e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  p r o p e r  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o ,  an d  u n d e r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  . . . H ow ever, I  do 
w is h  t h a t  a  p e rm a n e n t  l i n e  o f  goveim m ent was draw n and 
p u r s u e d  by  t h e  m o th e r  and  h e r  c h i l d r e n  . . . o t h e r w i s e .

25 O lso n ,  " L o y a l i s t s  a n d  th e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n , '
p .  2 0 7 .

26 Colem an, e d . ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  G e o r g i a , p .  76 .
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I  c a n n o t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  e v e n t  b u t  w i t h  h o r r o r  a n d  g r i e f .  
F a t h e r  a g a i n s t  so n ,  an d  so n  a g a i n s t  f a t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  
n e a r e s t  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  f r i e n d s  c o m b a t in g  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r !
I  may p e r h a p s  s a y  t h e  t r u t h ,  c u t t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ' s
t h r o a t s .

H abersham  l e f t  G e o rg ia  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w r i t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  and

d i e d  a t  New B ru n s w ic k , A u g u s t ,  1775 . H is  t h r e e  so n s  became
2 7a c t i v e  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a u s e .

H a b e rs h a m 's  p r e d i c t i o n  came t r u e  i n  G e o r g ia .  Many 

f a m i l i e s  w e re  d i v i d e d  b y  th e  s t r u g g l e .  N oble  J o n e s ,  a  

r e s i d e n t  o f  G e o rg ia  s i n c e  i t s  f o u n d in g ,  n e v e r  r e l i n q u i s h e d  

h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  Crown u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1775 .

H ow ever, h i s  so n .  D r. N ob le  Wymberly J o n e s ,  was an  e a r l y  and

c o n s i s t e n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  P a t r i o t ' s  c a u s e  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d

p r o v i n c i a l  c o n g r e s s ,  e l e c t e d  h im  a s  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  S econd
28C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g re ss  i n  1 7 7 5 . A le x a n d e r  W y lly  was

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  L i b e r t y  P a r t y  a l l  th r o u g h  t h e  1 7 6 0 s .

H is  b r o t h e r  R ic h a r d ,  a  l a w y e r ,  was a  Whig a n d  s e r v e d  on a

c o m m it te e  f o r  C o l o n i a l  G overnm ent i n  1778 . H ow ever,

A le x a n d e r  j o i n e d  h i s  so n s  W i l l i a m  an d  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell

W ylly  a s  a  L o y a l i s t ,  and  s u f f e r e d  t h e  i n d i g n i t i e s  and
29p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  c o s t .

27 L o ren z o  S a b in e ,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e tc h e s  o f  th e  
L o y a l i s t s  o f  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  an  h i s t o r i c a l  
E s s a y , 2 v o l s .  ( P o r t  W a sh in g to n ,  New Y ork: K e n n ik a t  P r e s s ,
I n c . ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  1 :5 0 4 .

28 A b bo t,  R oyal G o v e r n o r s , p p .  1 3 1 -3 2 .
29A l l e n  C a n d l e r ,  e d . ,  "pie R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e c o rd s  o f  

th e  S t a t e  o f  G e o r g ia .  3 v o l s .  ( A t l a n t a :  The F r a n k l i n - T u r n e r
C o . , l50Sy, 1:326? 520.
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CHAPTER I I I

THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR IN 

GEORGIA: 1776-1778

A f t e r  G o v e rn o r  W r i g h t ' s  d e p a r t u r e  i n  1776 , G e o rg ia  

q u i c k l y  moved t o  g iv e  c r e d e n c e  t o  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  go v e rn m en t 

o r g a n i z e d  i n  1775 . On A p r i l  15 ,  1776 , t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

c o n g r e s s  i s s u e d  G e o r g i a ' s  f i r s t  t e m p o ra ry  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u 

t i o n .  I t  was known a s  th e  R u le s  an d  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  1776^ and  

i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  g o v e rn m e n ta l  p o w ers  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

p e o p le  and  t h a t  g o v e rn m en t e x i s t e d  f o r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t .  I t  

was a  b r i e f ,  t h i r t e e n  p a r a g r a p h  docum ent t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  o n ly

a  b r o a d  o u t l i n e  f o r  th e  g o v e rn m en t an d  l e f t  t h e  d e t a i l s  to
2

b e  f i l l e d  by  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S a f e t y .

The a b l e  A r c h i b a l d  B u l lo c h  was e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  and  

C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f .  Some o f  h i s  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w ere 

f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  c o n t i n u e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  from  

I n d i a n  a t t a c k s ,  an d  econom ic  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t r a d e  and

^Colem an, e d . , G e o r g i a , p .  74.
2

C olem an, R e v o l u t io n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  77.
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m a n u f a c tu r in g .  P r o v i s i o n  was made to  w a tc h  " n o n - A s s o c i a t e s

3
and  o t h e r  e n e m ie s  o f  A m erican  l i b e r t y . "

The C o u n c i l  o f  S a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  a u g m e n te d  t h e

p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down c o n c e r n in g  g o v e rn m e n ta l  p o w e r .  They

o f t e n  a l t e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  made b y  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l

c o n g r e s s ,  a n d  t h e i r  i d e a  o f  j u s t i c e  was t o  r e a r r e s t  t h o s e  o f

d o u b t f u l  l o y a l t y  whom t h e  c o u r t s  h a d  f r e e d .  S l a v e s ,

a b an d o n e d  b y  f l e e i n g  L o y a l i s t s ,  w e re  u s e d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n

o f  c i v i l  an d  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  The C o u n c i l  f e l t  no

g u i l t  i n  p r e y i n g  on B r i t i s h  s h i p p i n g  th r o u g h  l e t t e r s  o f
4

m arque t o  p r i v a t e e r s .

Even th o u g h  G e o rg ia  d i d  n o t  s e n d  d e l e g a t e s  to  t h e  

F i r s t  C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g re s s ,  sh e  was r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  

Second  C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g re s s .  Of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i v e  d e l e g a t e s  

s e n t ,  J o h n  J o a c h im  Z u b ly  l e f t  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a n d  r e t u r n e d  

t o  G e o rg ia  when t a l k  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  b e g a n .  He was among 

th e  f i r s t  L o y a l i s t s  t o  b e  b a n i s h e d  an d  t o  h a v e  h i s  p r o p e r t y  

c o n f i s c a t e d .  O n ly  t h r e e  d e l e g a t e s  s i g n e d  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  

In d e p e n d e n c e :  B u t to n  G w in n e t t ,  a  m e r c h a n t ,  who h a d

e m ig r a t e d  fro m  E n g la n d  i n  1765; Lyman H a l l ,  C o n n e c t i c u t - b o r n  

and  f i e r c e l y  p a r t i s a n ;  an d  G eorge  W a lto n ,  a  t w e n ty - s e v e n  

y e a r  o l d ,  n a t i v e - b o r n  G e o rg ia  l a w y e r .^

^ I b i d . ,  p .  78.
4

C olem an, Rf v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  78.

^ E l l i s  M er to n  C o u l t e r ,  G e o rg ia  A S h o r t  H i s t o r y  
(C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,
1 9 4 7 ) ,  p p .  1 3 0 -3 1 .
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Even th o u g h  a  copy o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  

G e o rg ia  u n t i l  A u g u s t  8 , 1776 , a  c e l e b r a t i o n  was s t i l l  t h e  

o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .  F o u r  r e a d i n g s  w ere  made: to  t h e  c o u n c i l

f i r s t ,  t o  a  g ro u p  on t h e  p u b l i c  s q u a r e ,  and  tw ic e  a t  t h e  

" l i b e r t y  p o l e "  w h e re  a  t h i r t e e n - g u n  s a l u t e  was f i r e d .  The 

c e l e b r a t i o n  was t o p p e d  o f f  t h a t  n i g h t  by  a  f u n e r a l  i n  e f f i g y  

f o r  G eorge I I I . ^

In  th e  summer o f  1776 , P r e s i d e n t  B u l lo c h  c a l l e d  f o r  

a  c o n v e n t io n  o r  c o n g r e s s  to  be  h e l d .  A t t h i s  c o n g r e s s  a  new 

c o n s t i t u t i o n  was c o n s i d e r e d  and  a d o p te d  on F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1777, 

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s . ^

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement was h am pered  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

by  i n - h o u s e  q u a r r e l i n g  an d  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t i o n s .  The L i b e r t y  

P a r t y  i n  G e o r g ia  h a d  a s  members l i b e r a l s  f rom  th e  r u r a l  

a r e a s  and  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f rom  th e  u rb a n  a r e a s .  L a c h la n  

M c In to sh ,  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  an d  B u t to n  G w in n e t t ,  a  l i b e r a l ,  

w ere  c l a s s i c  e x a m p le s  o f  t h e  p o l a r i z a t i o n .  B o th  men d e s i r e d  

t h e  command o f  t h e  G e o rg ia  B a t t a l i o n .  When M cIn to sh  was 

e l e c t e d  i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1776, i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  G w in n e t t  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e t  o u t  t o  e m b a r r a s s  h im . T hrough  an i n t e r 

c e p t e d  l e t t e r  f ro m  G o v e rn o r  P a t r i c k  Tonyn o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  

G w in n e t t  c h a r g e d  a T o ry  c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw e e n  George M c In to sh .  

L a c h l a n ' s  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  from  E a s t  F l o r i d a .

^C olem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  79.

^ I b i d . , p .  8 0 . D u r in g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  o n ly  th e  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was s u b m i t t e d  to  th e  v o t e r s .
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C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  G eorge M cIn to sh  was a r r e s t e d .  L a t e r  he  was 

r e l e a s e d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  a g a i n s t  

h im . ^

When L a c h la n  M c In to sh  c a l l e d  G w in n e t t  " a  S c o u n d r e l l  

and  L y in g  R a s c a l , "  G w in n e t t  c h a l l e n g e d  M cIn to sh  to  a  d u e l .  

The c o n f r o n t a t i o n  to o k  p l a c e  o u t s i d e  S avannah  i n  a  meadow 

t h a t  p r e v i o u s l y  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  G o v ern o r  W r ig h t .  G w in n e t t
g

was m o r t a l l y  wounded a n d  d i e d  tw e lv e  d ay s  l a t e r .

A f t e r  G w i n n e t t ' s  d e a t h ,  Lyman H a l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  h av e  

M c In to sh  i n d i c t e d  f o r  m u rd e r .  George W alto n  i n t e r v e n e d  and 

t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  p e a c e  t o  t h e  new governm en t by  r e q u e s t i n g  

h e l p  f ro m  G eorge W ash in g to n .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,  L a c h la n  M cIn to sh  

was t r a n s f e r r e d  an d  a s s i g n e d  d u ty  i n  t h e  A l l e g h e n i e s .

P a r t i s a n  q u a r r e l i n g  c o n t i n u e d .  A n o th e r  d u e l  was 

f o u g h t ,  t h i s  one b e tw e e n  George W ells  an d  Jam es J a c k s o n .  

J a c k s o n  was wounded i n  b o t h  k n e e s ,  and  W e lls  was k i l l e d .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t i o n s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

t h e  m a t t e r s  a t  h a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o u r t  s y s te m ,  t r a d e ,  l a n d  

g r a n t s ,  a n d  l e g a l  ways to  r e g u l a t e  and  c o n t r o l  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  

o f  " e n e m ie s  o f  t h e  s t a t e "  a n d  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .

A l th o u g h  some L o y a l i s t s  w ere  e x p e l l e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  

1777 , t h e  C o u n c i l  d i d  n o t  p a s s  an A c t u n t i l  March 1 ,  1778;

® I b i d . ,  p .  88 .

* I b i d . ,  p .  89 .

^ ^ H a ro ld  H. M a r t i n ,  G e o rg ia :  A B i c e n t e n n i a l  H i s t o r y
(New Y ork: W. W. N o r to n  and  CoT, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  5 2 .
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t h i s  A c t  o f  A t t a i n d e r  l i s t e d  177 c i t i z e n s  and  d e c l a r e d  them

" g u i l t y  o f  h i g h  t r e a s o n "  a n d  a l l o w e d  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r

p r o p e r t y . T h e s e  c i t i z e n s  w ere  " . . .  b a n i s h e d  f rom  t h i s

S t a t e  f o r e v e r  . . .  i f  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  60 d a y s  th e y

w ou ld  be  j a i l e d . ” A le x a n d e r  W y lly ,  J o h n  M cD o n a ld ^  Thomas
12Brown, an d  Jo h n  M a r t in  w ere  among t h o s e  l i s t e d .  A s e c o n d  

A c t o f  A t t a i n d e r  was p a s s e d  i n  May, 17 8 2 , l i s t i n g  W i l l i a m  

W y lly ,  A. C am pbell  W y lly ,  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  a n d  A le x a n d e r
1 O

McLean among t h e  b a n i s h e d .

R e c o rd s  o f  c o n f i s c a t e d  l a n d s  b e i n g  s o l d  show h e a v y  

l o s s e s  f o r  t h e  W y lly  f a m i l y .  A h o u s e  an d  l o t  i n  Savannah  

t h a t  b e lo n g e d  t o  b o t h  W i l l i a m  an d  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell  W ylly  

was s o l d  t o  J a c o b  R eed; Thomas W a sh in g to n  b o u g h t  a  l o t  i n  

S avannah  t h a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  t o  W i l l i a m  W y lly ;  M ordec a i  

S h e f t a l l ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  J e w i s h  m e r c h a n t ,  b o u g h t  150 a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  t h a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  t o  A le x a n d e r  C. W y lly ;  a n d  Jam es 

H abersham , son  o f  t h e  e l d e r  Jam es H ab ersh am , b o u g h t  1 ,0 0 0  

a c r e s  t h a t  h a d  b e l o n g e d  to  A le x a n d e r  C. W y lly .  O th e r  

L o y a l i s t s  a l s o  l o s t  l a r g e  am ounts  o f  p r o p e r t y .  Jo h n  M a r t in  

l o s t  a  t o t a l  o f  6 ,0 3 2  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  b y  c o n f i s c a t i o n .  Jo h n  

M c In to sh  h a d  2 ,4 5 0  a c r e s  s o l d  t h r o u g h  c o n f i s c a t i o n .  

A le x a n d e r  M cLean’ s 500 a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n  was s o l d .  E le v e n

1 :3 2 6 .

^^C olem an, e d . , G e o r g i a , p p .  7 5 -7 6 .
12 C a n d l e r ,  e d . , R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e c o rd s  o f  G e o r g i a , 

l ^ i b i d . , 1 :3 7 6 ,  378 , 386 .
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N e g ro es  b e l o n g i n g  to  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l  w ere  s o l d ,  b u t  no

14m e n t io n  o f  l a n d  was made.

T h is  A c t  o f  A t t a i n d e r  was d e s ig n e d  t o  d i s h o n o r  t h e s e  

c i t i z e n s  and  i t  s e r v e d  a s  a  bond  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  

G e o rg ia .  W ith  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  t h e s e  men 

to o k  up arms and  a c h i e v e d  o f f i c e r  r a n k  i n  t h e  w ar  waged f rom  

E a s t  F l o r i d a  a g a i n s t  t h e  Whigs i n  G e o rg ia .  A l l  o f  them  

l a t e r  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  c o m p e n s a t io n  f ro m  th e  B r i t i s h  g o vernm en t 

i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  money a n d  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  Bahama 

I s l a n d s .  By th e  l a t e  1790s t h e s e  and  o t h e r s  w i l l  be  fo u n d  

b u i l d i n g  new p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  th e  m o s t  s o u t h e a s t e r n  i s l a n d s  o f  

th e  Bahamas, t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s .

I t  was a  common p r a c t i c e  t o  c o n f i s c a t e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  

th e  r e f u s a l  t o  t a k e  an  o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  to  t h e  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a u s e . Jo h n  J o a c h im  Z ub ly  was c a l l e d  upon to  

t a k e  t h e  o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1777 . He 

d e c l i n e d  an d  became i n d i g n a n t  a t  t h e  demand. He a r g u e d  t h a t ,  

" i f  a  man c a n n o t  p r e s e r v e  l i b e r t y  and  p r o p e r t y ,  w i t h o u t  

t a k i n g  an  o a t h  . . . a l l  d e ce n c y  i s  a t  an  e n d . "  F u r t h e r ,  h e  

c l a i m e d ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  two w i t n e s s e s  t o  an  o a t h  was an 

i n s u l t  t o  S w e a re r  a n d  th e  w i t n e s s .  Z u b ly  a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  an 

o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  G e o rg ia  a l o n e ,  b u t  n o t  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  

A f t e r  r e f u s i n g  t o  t a k e  an  o a t h ,  he  was b a n i s h e d  an d  h i s

l ^ I b i d . ,  1 :4 2 0 .  430 , 42 7 , 4 2 8 , 4 7 6 ,  500 , 530 , 603 ,
664 .
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p r o p e r t y  c o n f i s c a t e d  i n  1 7 7 8 .^ ^  liany  G e o r g ia n s  w ere  known 

t o  t a k e  t h e  o a t h  t o  s a v e  t h e i r  l a n d s .  I n d e e d ,  some to o k  

o a t h s  to  b o t h  s i d e s  a n d  c a r r i e d  on  a  p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e  w i t h  

t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a  a n d  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  G e o rg ia  

g o v e r n m e n t .

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War i n  G e o r g ia  was u n l i k e  t h a t  i n  

any  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s .  I t  w as n o t  a  fo r m a l  w ar  w h ere  

d e c i s i v e  b a t t l e s  l i k e  S a r a t o g a  w e re  f o u g h t  o r  w i n t e r s  a t  

V a l l e y  F o rg e  e n d u r e d .  I n s t e a d ,  a  b lo o d y ,  b r u t a l ,  c i v i l  w a r  

e n s u e d .  S m a ll  b a n d s  o f  men w o u ld  c l a s h  b r i e f l y  and  t h e n  ru n  

away, l e a v i n g  p r i s o n e r s  t o  b e  h a n g e d  on t h e  s p o t  o r  t u r n e d  

o v e r  t o  th e  I n d i a n s  t o  b e  s c a l p e d  o r  d is e m b o w e le d .  The te rm  

"T o ry "  h a d  a  h a t e f u l  m e an in g  t h a t  was e r a s e d  o n ly  w i t h  t im e .  

The w a r  i n  G e o r g ia  i n  many c a s e s  was m o t i v a t e d  by  v e n g e a n c e  

f o r  some p r i v a t e  w ro n g ,  e i t h e r  r e a l  o r  im a g in e d  and  n o t  f o r  

t h e  " u n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  m e n ." ^ ^

As i n  any  c i v i l  w a r ,  e a c h  s i d e  h a d  a  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

c o u ld  b e  d e f e n d e d .  One su c h  ex am p le  o c c u r r e d  i n  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a b u se  o f  Thomas Brown. A f t e r  t h e  

in fa m o u s  v i s i t  b y  th e  L i b e r t y  B oys, Brown s o u g h t  r e f u g e  i n  

th e  u p c o u n t r y  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  w h e re  h e  j o i n e d  L o y a l i s t s

Reba C a r o ly n  S t r i c k l a n d ,  R e l i g i o n  an d  th e  S t a t e  i n  
G e o rg ia  i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n tu ry  (New Y ork: C olum bia
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  145 .

^^Brow n, K i n g ' s  F r i e n d s , p .  2 4 0 .

^ ^ M a r t in ,  G e o r g i a , p p .  4 9 - 5 0 .
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P a t r i c k  an d  R o b e r t  Cunningham, Thomas F l e t c h a l l ,  an d  Moses 

K i r k l a n d  i n  r a l l y i n g  arm ed s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  K i n g ' s  c a u s e .

To c o u n t e r  t h i s  m ovem ent, t h e  P a t r i o t s  s e n t  two

c le rg y m e n ,  W i l l i a m  T e n n e n t  an d  O l i v e r  H a r t ,  a l o n g  w i t h

W i l l i a m  D ra y to n  t o  t r y  t o  w in  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  t h e

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a u s e .  When th e  arm ed  L o y a l i s t s  w o u ld  n o t

d i s p e r s e ,  D ra y to n  m u s te r e d  s u p p o r t  f ro m  t h e  S o u th  C a r o l i n a

m i l i t i a  and  b ro k e  up th e  L o y a l i s t  g ro u p .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  a

t r e a t y  was drawn up a t  N i n e t y - S i x  ( a  town a n d  d i s t r i c t  i n

S o u th  C a r o l i n a )  on S e p tem b e r  1 6 ,  1 7 7 5 , s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  n o n -

A s s o c i a t o r s  w ou ld  n o t  s u p p o r t  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  a t  any  t im e  o r

g iv e  " o f f e n s e  to  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . "  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,

i f  an y  n o n - A s s o c i a t o r s  w ere  m o l e s t e d ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f

C o n g re s s ,  t h e  m o l e s t o r s  w o u ld  b e  p u n i s h e d .  D ra y to n  r e p o r t e d
18t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S a f e t y  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  m i s s i o n .

In  a  l e t t e r  t o  G o v e rn o r  L o rd  W i l l i a m  C am pbell  o f  

S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  Thomas Brown g ave  h i s  L o y a l i s t  v ie w  o f  w ha t 

h a p p e n e d .  A c c o rd in g  t o  Brown, t h e  "a rm ed  s u p p o r t e r s "  h a d  

g a t h e r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  t h e  " s e c u r i t y  o f  o u r  

f r i e n d s "  a g a i n s t  a  b a n d  o f  " t h e  m o s t  n o t o r i o u s  h o r s e  t h i e v e s  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e . "  The P a t r i o t s  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  

to  Brown, t o  " r i f l e  h o u s e s ,  b r e a k  l o c k s  a n d  s e i z e  p a p e r s  o f  

t h o s e  who o p p o sed  t h e  D e s ig n s  o f  C o n g r e s s , "  a n d  t o  t a k e  i n t o

Jam es H. O 'D o n n e l l ,  "A L o y a l i s t  View o f  th e  
D r a y to n - T e n n e n t - H a r t  M is s io n  t o  t h e  U p c o u n t r y , "  S o u th  
C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  M agazine  67 ( J a n u a r y  1 9 6 6 ) :1 6 - 1 7 .
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c u s to d y  any who r e f u s e d  to  s ig n  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Brown t o l d  

o f  an  i n t e r c e p t e d  l e t t e r  f rom  D ray to n  t o  C o lo n e l  R ic h a r d s o n  

t h a t  h a d  o r d e r e d  a  C o lo n e l  Thomas " t o  b u m  t h e  h o u s e s  and  

d e s t r o y  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n s  o f  a l l  t h e  N o n - s u b s c r ib i n g  

A b s e n t e e s ."

Brown, R o b e r t  Cunningham , and  F l e t c h a l l  h a d  r a l l i e d  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 ,7 0 0  men t o  r e s i s t  t h i s  m ovem ent. O v er

w helm ed, D ra y to n  h a d  s e n t  a  m essage  a s k i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s .

Brown, F l e t c h a l l ,  an d  Cunningham to  s u r r e n d e r ,  and  p r o m is e d
19t o  r e l e a s e  a l l  o t h e r s  i n v o l v e d .

B ro w n 's  r e s p o n s e  e l o q u e n t l y  e x t o l l e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

l i b e r t y  an d  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  p e a c e ,  b u t  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t o  

s u r r e n d e r  w o u ld  b e  d i s h o n o r a b l e .  D ra y to n  th e n  a s k e d  f o r  a  

c o n f e r e n c e .  I t  was c o n s i d e r e d  unw ise  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  men to  

g o , so  F l e t c h a l l  was s e n t  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  Brown 

a l l e g e d  t h a t  F l e t c h a l l  h a d  b e e n  d r i n k i n g  on  t h e  way and  was 

i n t o x i c a t e d  when h e  s i g n e d  t h e  A r t i c l e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by 

D ra y to n .  Brown a s s u r e d  C am pbell  t h a t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  

p e o p le  f e l t  b e t r a y e d  by  F l e t c h a l l ' s  a c t i o n ,  t h e y  h a d  n o t  

l o s t  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Cunningham  an d  h i m s e l f .  He a l s o
20r e q u e s t e d  am m unition  an d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  t h e  G o v e rn o r .

Thomas Brown an d  R o b e r t  Cunningham w ere  t a k e n  i n t o  

c u s to d y  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S a f e t y  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .

l ^ I b i d . ,  p p .  1 8 -2 1 .  

Z O lb i d . ,  p p .  2 3 -2 6 .
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Brown was r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  b u t  Cunningham  was

t r a p p e d  b y  h i s  a n sw e r  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  com m ittm en t to  t h e

T r e a t y  o f  N i n e t y - S i x .  C unningham  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  agr- m en t a s

" f a l s e  and  d i s g r a c e f u l . "  He was a r r e s t e d  an d  t a k e n  t o
21C h a r l e s t o n  f o r  t r i a l .

A n g ered  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  a r r e s t ,  P a t r i c k  Cunningham

r a i s e d  a  body  o f  men to  r e s c u e  h im  f ro m  t h e  W higs . The

r e s c u e  a t t e m p t  f a i l e d ,  b u t  1 ,0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  gunpow der, on i t s

way t o  t h e  C h ero k ee  I n d i a n s  a s  a  " g i f t "  f rom  th e  W higs, was

c a p t u r e d .  The L o y a l i s t s  e x p l o i t e d  t h e  " g i f t "  an d  s p r e a d  t h e
22f e a r  o f  an  I n d i a n  a t t a c k .

More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  g a in e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  

o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S a f e t y ' s  a g e n t  to  t h e  C h e ro k e e ,  R ic h a r d  

P e a r i s .  P e a r i s ' d e f e c t e d  t o  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  a n d  made an 

a f f i d a v i t  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  w as i n d e e d  p l a n n i n g  to  u se  

C herokee  I n d i a n s  a g a i n s t  L o y a l i s t s .  H i s t o r i a n s  c o n s i d e r  h i s  

s t a t e m e n t  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  b u t  i t  seem ed t o  r a l l y  s u p p o r t .

A b lo o d y  t h r e e - d a y  s k i r m i s h  e r u p t e d  when th e  Whigs 

s e n t  M a jo r  Andrew W il l i a m s o n  w i t h  550 men t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  

gunpow der. He was m e t by  P a t r i c k  Cunningham  w i t h  2 ,0 0 0  men. 

A tw e n ty -o n e  day  t r u c e  was d e c l a r e d  w h ic h  a l l o w e d  t h e  \ ^ i g s  

t o  r a i s e  an a d d i t i o n a l  4 ,0 0 0  men. The L o y a l i s t s  s u f f e r e d  a

21 R o b e r t  M cC luer C a lh o o n ,  The L o y a l i s t  i n  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  A m erica  1 7 6 0 -1 7 8 1  (New Y ork : H a r c o u r t  B ra c e
J o v a n o v ic h ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  457 .

^ ^ 0 ' D o n n e l l ,  "A L o y a l i s t  V ie w ,"  p .  15.
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m a jo r  d e f e a t  a n d  many w ere  a r r e s t e d .  A l l  w ere  l a t e r

r e l e a s e d  e x c e p t  f o r  R o b e r t  Cunningham  a n d  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s .

R o b e r t  Cunningham and  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s  r e m a in e d  i n
23c u s to d y  u n t i l  J u n e ,  1776 . A f t e r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  th e y  

c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Crown a n d  r e c e i v e d  com p en sa 

t i o n  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  th e  w a r .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  t h e y  

j o i n e d  t h e i r  c o m r a d e s - in - a r m s  f rom  G e o rg ia  i n  t h e  f a r - a w a y  

T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  b o th  t h e  G e o rg ia  

G a z e t t e  a n d  t h e  Bahama G a z e t t e  c a r r i e d  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  

m a r r i a g e  o f  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s ,  J r . ,  an d  M a r g a r e t  Cunningham , 

d a u g h t e r  o f  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  R o b e r t  Cunningham on J u l y  2 2 , 

1790.24

The p a r t i s a n  s k i r m i s h e s  f o r c e d  Thomas Brown to  l e a v e  

S o u th  C a r o l i n a .  The S o u th  C a r o l i n a  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n g re s s  h a d  

i s s u e d  a  w a r r a n t  f o r  h i s  a r r e s t  so  h e  f l e d  t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a

t o  f i n d  a  b a s e  f o r  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e t o o k
_ . 25G e o r g ia .

G o v e rn o r  P a t r i c k  Tonyn o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a  w elcom ed 

Brown. The l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e s e  two men p r o v i d e d  p r o t e c t i o n

23 C a lh o o n ,  L o y a l i s t  i n  R e v o l u t i o n , p .  45 7 .

^ ^ L y d ia  A u s t i n  P a r r i s h ,  " R e c o rd s  o f  Some S o u th e r n  
L o y a l i s t s  B e in g  a  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  M a n u s c r ip t s  A bout Some 
E i g h t y  F a m i l i e s  M ost o f  Whom Im m ig ra te d  t o  t h e  Bahamas 
D u r in g  a n d  A f t e r  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n "  ( t y p e d  m a n u s c r i p t  
i n  W id en e r  L i b r a r y ,  H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y :  m i c r o f i l m  copy  i n  
P. K. Yonge L i b r a r y  o f  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
F l o r i d a ,  c o l l e c t e d  from  1940 t o  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p .  421 . H e r e i n a f t e r  
c i t e d  a s  P a r r i s h  MSS.

2 ^ 0 'D o n n e l l ,  "A L o y a l i s t  V ie w ,"  p .  27 .
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f o r  F l o r i d a  from  G e o rg ia  W higs. I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  17 7 6 , S i r  

H en ry  C l i n t o n  p la n n e d  an e x p e d i t i o n  t o  r e g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h .  A t  T o n y n 's  s u g g e s t i o n ,  

C l i n t o n  gave  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  Brown to  r a i s e  two to  f o u r  

co m p an ies  o f  men to  a i d  i n  t h i s  cam p a ig n . I n  A p r i l ,  1776 , 

Brown, w i t h  a b o u t  tw e n ty  men and  s e v e r a l  h o r s e l o a d s  o f  

am m u n it io n ,  s e t  o u t  th r o u g h  th e  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y  to  t r y  to  

r e a c h  th e  L o y a l i s t s  i n  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .  Two e v e n t s  c a u s e d  

t h e  p l a n  t o  f a i l .  F i r s t ,  t h e  C reek s  w e re  r e l u c t a n t  t o  a l l o w  

so  much am m unition  t o  p a s s  th r o u g h  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  S econd , 

S i r  H enry  C l i n t o n ' s  p o o r l y  e x e c u te d  a t t a c k  on  C h a r l e s t o n  

f a i l e d .  A l th o u g h  Brown and  C l i n t o n  f a i l e d ,  th e  e v e n t s  

s e r v e d  t o  show B row n 's  a b i l i t y .  G o v e rn o r  Tonyn i n s t r u c t e d  

Brown t o  r e c r u i t  a  r e g im e n t  o f  m o un ted  r a n g e r s  i n  E a s t  

F l o r i d a  to  a s s i s t  i n  th e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  c o lo n y .  E a r l y  i n

1777 , Brown an d  h i s  E a s t  F l o r i d a  R a n g e rs  w e re  s t a t i o n e d  on
26t h e  b o r d e r  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a  and  G e o r g ia .

The R angers  w ere  made up o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 ,0 0 0  men. 

They w e re  p o o r l y  t r a i n e d  an d  i l l - e q u i p p e d ,  b u t  t h e y  

c o m p e n s a te d  f o r  t h e s e  i n a d e q u a c i e s  w i t h  a  b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  f o r  

v e n g e a n c e .  They w ere  G e o rg ia n s  who h a d  b e e n  d r i v e n  f rom  

t h e i r  homes by  th e  W higs. T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was tw o f o ld :  

t h e y  w e re  a b l e ,  w i t h  t h e i r  kno w led g e  o f  t h e  g e o g ra p h y ,  to

26 Gary O lso n .  "Thomas Brown, L o y a l i s t  P a r t i s a n ,  and 
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War i n  G e o rg ia ,  1 7 7 7 - 1 7 8 2 ,"  G e o rg ia  
H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  5 4 (1 )  ( S p r i n g  a n d  Summer 1 9 7 0 ) : 1 - 2 .
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p l u n d e r  t h e  b o r d e r  a r e a s  i n  c a t t l e  r a i d s  t h a t  s u p p l i e d  fo o d  

f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  an d  t h e y  f o u g h t  

d i l i g e n t l y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  S t .  A u g u s t in e  by  th e  

W h ig s .

I n  che t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  Whigs c o n t r o l l e d  G e o r g ia ,

J a n u a r y  1 7 7 6 -D ecem b er , 1 7 7 8 ,  one e x p e d i t i o n  a  y e a r  was made

a g a i n s t  E a s t  F l o r i d a .  No one  o f  t h e  t h r e e  l a s t e d  o v e r  s i x

w eeks a n d  e a c h  was s u c c e s s f u l  o n ly  i n  ig g n i t in g  r e t a l i a t o r y

r a i d s  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  R a n g e r s .  T h i s  c a u s e d  much s u f f e r i n g
28f o r  t h e  c iU iz e n s  o f  lo w e r  G e o r g ia .

The m a jo r  c a u s e  o f  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  was

i n  t h e  p a r t i s a n  q u a r r e l l i n g  o f  th e  G e o rg ia  W higs . D i s p u t e s

o v e r  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  ( t h e  h o t ,  summer m o n th s )  and

th e  l a c k  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e tw e e n  o f f i c e r s  commanding th e

e x p e d i t i o n s  w ere  t h e  two m a jo r  p r o b le m s .  I n  c o n t r a s t .

G o v e rn o r  Tonyn o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a  p r o v e d  to  b e  a n  a b l e  l e a d e r
29who w o u ld  u t i l i z e  h i s  n e w -fo u n d  army o f  B ro w n 's  R a n g e r s .

The f i r s t  i n v a s i o n  o f  S t .  A u g u s t in e  a t t e m p t e d  b y  th e  

C o n t i n e n t a l  t r o o p s  was u n d e r  t h e  command o f  R o b e r t  Howe an d  

W i l l i a m  M o u l t r i e ,  a i d e d  b y  th e  G e o rg ia  m i l i t i a  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  

C h a r l e s  L e e .  They m a rc h ed  o f f  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 7 7 6 , and  r e t u r n e d

27 H arvey  H. J a c k s o n ,  L a c h la n  M c In to sh  a n d  t h e  
P o l i t i c s  o f  R e v o lu t i o n a r y  G e o rg ia  (A th e n s  : The U n i v e r s i t y
o f  G e o r g ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 9 ) , p .  35?

^® M artin , G e o r g i a , p p .  4 9 - 5 0 .

^ ^ C o u l t e r ,  G e o r g i a :  A S h o r t  H i s t o r y , p .  134 .
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b e f o r e  t h e  en d  o f  S e p te m b e r ,  Lack  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  an d  t h e

30summer s e a s o n  doomed t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n .  (S ee  C h a r t  1 . )

The s e c o n d  i n v a s i o n  came a t  t h e  t im e  o f  th e  

G w in n e t t -M c ln to s h  c l a s h  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1777 . G w in n e t t ,  

n ew ly  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f ,  t r i e d  t o  

p ro v e  h i m s e l f  a  c a p a b le  m i l i t a r y  man and h e r o  t o  h i s  f e l l o w  

G e o r g ia n s .  He d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  M cIn to sh  i n  h i s  e a r l y  p l a n s .  

C o n t i n e n t a l  Commander R o b e r t  Howe w ou ld  n o t  o r d e r  t r o o p s  

f rom  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  t o  a s s i s t  b e c a u s e  G w in n e t t  and  Howe 

c o u ld  n o t  a g r e e  on t h e  o r d e r  o f  command. T h i s  i l l - f a t e d  

e x p e d i t i o n  s e t  o u t  i n  A p r i l  o f  1777 w i t h o u t  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  

t r o o p s .  C o lo n e l  Jo h n  B a k e r  was to  go b y  l a n d  a n d  C o lo n e l  

Samuel E l b e r t  w o u ld  go b y  s e a .  The t i m i n g  was u n c o o r d i n a t e d  

and  th e y  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  f i g h t  s e p a r a t e l y .  B ro w n 's  R an g e rs  

m et B a k e r .  R e p o r t e d l y ,  o n e - h a l f  o f  B a k e r ' s  men f l e d  w i t h o u t  

f i r i n g  t h e i r  g u n s .  E l b e r t  a b o r t e d  h i s  m i s s i o n  due to  

s c a r c i t y  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  an d  low t r o o p  m o r a l e .  The t r o o p s  

w e re  b a c k  i n  S avannah  i n  J u n e ,  1777.

T h is  s e c o n d  i n v a s i o n  p r e c i p i t a t e d  r e t a l i a t o r y  

r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s  l e d  by  Thomas Brown. G o v e rn o r  Tonyn o f  E a s t  

F l o r i d a  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  B ro w n 's  R a n g e rs  w e re  o n c e  w i t h i n  f i v e  

m i l e s  o f  S av an n ah . The ^ o - r g i a  m i l i t i a  w as r a r e l y  a b l e  to  

p r o v i d e  much o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  R a n g e rs .  The G e o rg ia n s  w e re

3 ° I b i d . ,  p .  135.
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CHART 1

ATTEMPTED INVASIONS OF EAST FLORIDA BY 
GEORGIA MILITIA AND CONTINENTAL 

TROOPS 1776-1778

E x p e d i t i o n  
and  D a te

P a t r i o t  L e a d e r s R easo n s  f o r  F a i l u r e

F i r s t :
S e p tem b er
1776

G e n e r a l  C h a r l e s  Lee 
G e o rg ia  M i l i t i a

C o n t i n e n t a l  G e n e r a l s  
R o b e r t  Howe and  
W i l l i a m  M o u l t r i e

S ic k n e s s  o f  t r o o p s ;  
h o t  w e a th e r ;  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n ;  h o s t i l i t i e s  
o f  C h e r o k e e s ; l a c k  o f  
c o o p e r a t i o n  b e tw e e n  
Lee and  c i v i l i a n  
a u t h o r i t y .

S eco n d :
A p r i l
1777

G e o rg ia  P r e s i d e n t  
B u t to n  G w in n e t t

C o n t i n e n t a l  Commander 
o f  G e o rg ia  T ro o p s  
L a c h la n  M cIn to sh

C o lo n e l  Sam uel E l b e r t  
G e o rg ia  M i l i t i a

C o lo n e l  J o h n  B ak e r  
G e o rg ia  M i l i t i a

L ack  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  
b e tw e e n  G w in n e t t  and  
M c In to sh ;  s h o r t  p r o 
v i s i o n s ;  s i c k n e s s  o f  
t r o o p s ;  d i s g u s t  o f  
t r o o p s .

T h i r d :
Ju n e
1778

G e o rg ia  G o v e rn o r  Jo h n  
Hous to u n

C o n t i n e n t a l  G e n e ra l  
R o b e r t  Howe

C o lo n e l  Andrew 
W il l ia m s o n
S o u th  C a r o l i n a  M i l i t i a

C o n t i n e n t a l  Commander 
o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  T ro o p s  
C h a r l e s  C. P ic k n e y

D is p u te  o v e r  o r d e r  o f  
command b e tw e e n  Howe, 
Hous t o u n , an d  
W i l l ia m s o n  ; Howe 
a b an d o n ed  t h e  
e x p e d i t i o n .
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b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e a r  a  f u l l - s c a l e  i n v a s i o n  f rom  E a s t  

F l o r i d a .

Jo h n  H o u s to u n  becam e t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  G e o r g ia  a f t e r

G w i n n e t t ' s  d e a t h  i n  May o f  1777 . A f t e r  a  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h

G e n e ra l  Howe i t  was d e c id e d  t o  a t t e m p t  a n o t h e r  i n v a s i o n  o f

E a s t  F l o r i d a .  The i n v a s i o n  f o r c e  was fo rm ed  w i t h

C o n t i n e n t a l s  f ro m  S o u th  C a r o l i n a ,  l e d  b y  C o lo n e l  C h a r l e s  C.

P ic k n e y ,  t h e  G e o rg ia  C o n t i n e n t a l s  u n d e r  C o lo n e l  Samuel

E l b e r t ,  a n d  s t a t e  m i l i t i a  f rom  b o t h  s t a t e s  l e d  by  G o v e rn o r

H o u sto u n  a n d  C o lo n e l  Andrew W il l i a m s o n  f ro m  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .

T h i s  e f f o r t  came t h e  c l o s e s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  to  s u c c e e d i n g .

W il l ia m s o n  a n d  H o u s to u n ,  a t  one p o i n t ,  h a d  Brown a n d  h i s

R an g e rs  s u r r o u n d e d .  Brown came so  c l o s e  t o  b e i n g  c a p t u r e d
32t h a t  h e  l o s e  h i s  c o a t .  H ow ever, any  c h a n c e  f o r  s u c c e s s  

was l o s t  b e c a u s e  o f  q u a r r e l i n g  i n  t h e  r a n k s .  C o n fu s io n  i n  

command l e d  Howe t o  a s k ,  an d  r e c e i v e ,  a p p r o v a l  f o r  th e  

C o n t i n e n t a l  t r o o p s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  S av an n ah . The G e o rg ia  and

S o u th  C a r o l i n a  m i l i t i a  f o l l o w e d .  A l l  o f  them  w e re  b a c k  i n
33S avannah  by  t h e  l a s t  o f  J u l y ,  1778 .

T h ese  e x p e d i t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  p l a g u e d  w i t h  p ro b le m s  

t h a t  c r e a t e d  a  t r a g i c  b o r d e r  w ar-gam e b y  th e  G e o r g ia  t r o o p s

C olem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p p .  1 0 2 -1 0 4 .

^ ^ O ls o n ,  "Thomas B row n,"  P a r t  I ,  p p .  9 - 1 0 .

C h a r l e s  C. J o n e s ,  J r . ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  G e o r g i a , 2 
v o l s .  (New Y o rk : The R i v e r s i d e  P r e s s , 1883; r e p r i n t  e d . ,
S p a r t a n b u r g ,  S . C . :  The R e p r i n t  Co . ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  2 :2 6 8 - 6 9 .
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and  p r o v i d e d  many s u c c e s s e s  f o r  t h e  v e n g e f u l  Brown a n d  h i s  

F l o r i d a  R a n g e r s .  When t h e  B r i t i s h  r e t u r n e d  t o  G e o rg ia  i n  

December o f  1778 , Brown w o u ld  move th e  same ty p e  o f  w a r f a r e  

t o  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  n e a r  A u g u s ta .
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CHAPTER IV

THE BRITISH RETURN TO GEORGIA AND THE 

AFTERMATH: 1778-1782

F orm er G e o rg ia  G o v e rn o r  S i r  Jam es W rig h t h a d  n o t  

b e e n  i d l e  i n  h i s  e x i l e .  B o th  h e  and  fo r m e r  G overno r  L ord  

W i l l i a m  C am pbell  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  h a d  a g i t a t e d  f o r  a  

B r i t i s h  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  S o u th  s i n c e  1776 . In  A u g u s t ,  1777 , 

t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  a  m em o ria l  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  t h a t  a  

l a r g e  num ber o f  L o y a l i s t s  an d  I n d i a n s  w e re  m e re ly  w a i t i n g  

f o r  s u p p o r t  to  a s s e r t  th e m s e lv e s  a g a i n s t  th e  W higs.

G o v e rn o r  Tonyn a n d  e x i l e d  L o y a l i s t s  i n  F l o r i d a  a l s o  

e n c o u r a g e d  a  c o n q u e s t .  Thomas B ro w n 's  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  

w ere  f a v o r a b l e  f o r  i n t e r n a l  s u p p o r t .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  a  "M ost 

S e c r e t "  l e t t e r  f ro m  th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t d a te d  March 1 , 

1778 , was d e l i v e r e d  to  S i r  H enry  C l i n t o n .  T h is  l e t t e r  named 

C l i n t o n  C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f  i n  A m erica  and o u t l i n e d  p l a n s  

f o r  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o u th .^

Colem an, R e v o l u t io n  i n  G e o r g i a , p p . 1 1 6 -1 7 .  T h is  
ch an g e  i n  command was a l s o  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  S i r  W i l l ia m  
Howe s  l o s s  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a  t o  th e  A m erican s .

46
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C l i n t o n  s e n t  L i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l  A r c h i b a l d  C am pbell

fro m  New York to  G e o rg ia  t o  l e a d  t h e  i n v a s i o n .  C a m p b e l l ' s

arm y c o n t a i n e d  b e tw e e n  2 ,5 0 0  a n d  3 ,5 0 0  B r i t i s h ,  German, an d

L o y a l i s t  t r o o p s .  He was g iv e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t a k e  S av an n ah

a n d  th e n  t o  " p u r s u e  su ch  o t h e r  m e a s u re s  . . . p r u d e n t  and

e x p e d i e n t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e d u c i n g  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g

p r o v i n c e s ."  To a s s i s t  C l i n t o n ,  G e n e r a l  A u g u s t in e  P r é v o s t ,

Commander a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  was t o  m arch  " a l l  t r o o p s  o f

e v e r y  k i n d "  f ro m  S t .  A u g u s t in e  a n d  w a i t  a t  S t .  M a r y 's  R iv e r

to  s u p p o r t  C am p b e l l .  Once B r i t i s h  r u l e  was r e s t o r e d  i n  th e

S o u th ,  i t  was h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s  i n  r e b e l l i o n

w o u ld  c a p i t u l a t e .

As p l a n n e d ,  C a m p b e l l ' s f l e e t  a r r i v e d  o f f  S av a n n ah ,

December 2 3 , 1778 . C am p b e ll  l a n d e d  t r o o p s  b e lo w  S avannah

w i t h o u t  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  c a p t u r e d  t h e  c i t y  th e  
2

f o l l o w i n g  day .

Even th o u g h  t h e  W higs w e re  o u tn u m b e re d ,  a  p r o p e r  

d e f e n s e  m i ^ i t  h a v e  s a v e d  th e  c i t y .  As C o n t i n e n t a l  

Commander R o b e r t  Howe a n d  G o v e rn o r  Jo h n  H o u s to u n  d id  n o t  

c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  d e f e n s e ,  t h e y  n o t  o n ly  w e re  d e f e a t e d ,  b u t  

c a s u a l t i e s  w e re  t r a g i c :  450 W higs w e re  c a p t u r e d  and  100

w e re  k i l l e d  o r  drow ned  t r y i n g  t o  e s c a p e .  The B r i t i s h  l o s t
3

o n l y  s e v e n  k i l l e d  and  n i n e t e e n  w ounded.

2
Colem an, C o l o n i a l  G e o r g i a , p .  288. 

^ I b i d . ,  p .  289 .
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W h ile  a w a i t i n g  G e n e ra l  P r é v o s t ' s a r r i v a l  f ro m  E a s t  

F l o r i d a ,  C o lo n e l  C am pbell an d  Commodore Hyde P a r k e r  i s s u e d  

a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  gave  f u l l  p a rd o n  f o r  p a s t  d i s l o y a l t y  i f  

an o a t h  t o  t h e  K ing  w ere  t a k e n .  On J a n u a r y  17, P r é v o s t  

r e l i e v e d  C am pbell  o f  m i l i t a r y  command i n  Savannah . Then 

C am p b e ll ,  w i t h  a  1 ,0 0 0  man f o r c e  a i d e d  by  B ro w n 's  R a n g e rs ,  

p r o c e e d e d  t o  A u g u s ta ,  w h ic h  was c o n s i d e r e d  a s t r a t e g i c  c i t y .  

I t s  c a p t u r e  w o u ld  g iv e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  and  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  l o y a l  

s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  o f  G e o r g ia  and  th e  C a r o l i n e s . ^  

A u g u s ta  was c a p t u r e d  J a n u a r y  31 ,  1779. Brown, who 

h a d  b e e n  w ounded i n  a  s k i r m i s h  a l o n g  th e  way, g a r r i s o n e d  h i s  

t r o o p s  t h e r e .  C am p b e ll ,  m e a n w h i le ,  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  b a c k -  

c o u n t r y  t o  s e c u r e  o a t h s  a n d  t o  i n c i t e  i n s u r r e c t i o n s .  A f t e r  

two w eeks o f  e f f o r t ,  C am pbell  " t h o u g h t  i t  e x p e d i e n t "  t o  f a l l  

b a c k  t o  S av an n ah  b e c a u s e  t h e  Whigs n o t  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  w ere  

g a i n i n g  i n  s t r e n g t h . ^

C a m p b e l l ' s  e f f o r t s  w ere  n o t  a l l  i n  v a in  ; h e  d i d  

s e c u r e  some m u n i t i o n s  an d  a b o u t  f o u r t e e n  h u n d re d  men 

s u b m i t t e d  a n d  a l l o w e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  b e  fo rm ed  i n t o  a  r o y a l  

m i l i t i a .  H ow ever, t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  L o y a l i s t  

e a g e r n e s s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  r e c l a i m i n g  G e o r g ia  f o r  t h e  r o y a l  

g o v e rn m en t was f a l s e . ^

^ O ls o n ,  "Thomas B row n,"  P a r t  I ,  p p .  1 2 -1 3 .  

^C o lem an , R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  122. 

^ O ls o n ,  "Thomas B row n,"  P a r t  I ,  p p .  1 2 -1 3 .
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T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  good r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  l a c k  o f  

s u p p o r t  by  th e  L o y a l i s t s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  more z e a l o u s  L o y a l i s t s  

h ad  l e f t  G e o rg ia  i n  1776 e i t h e r  b y  c h o i c e  o r  f o r c e ;  s e c o n d ,  

th e  r e m a in in g  L o y a l i s t s  h a d  a d j u s t e d  t o  t h e  Whig g o v e rn m en t 

o v e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  new u p h e a v a l s  ; and , 

t h i r d ,  m o s t  L o y a l i s t s  s im p ly  f e a r e d  t h e  w r a t h  o f  t h e  Whigs 

i f  t h e  B r i t i s h  d i d  n o t  r e m a in  i n  G e o r g ia .  S e v e r a l  L o y a l i s t  

l e a d e r s  h a d  b e e n  e x e c u t e d  f o r  t r e a s o n  a n d  r e b e l l i o n  a f t e r  

th e  B r i t i s h  l e f t  i n  1 7 7 5 .^

T hrough  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  summer o f  1779 , n e i t h e r  t h e  

Whigs n o r  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  w e re  s t r o n g  enough  to  make a  s e r i o u s  

a t t a c k  on t h e  o t h e r .  H ow ever, t h e r e  w ere  c o n t in u o u s  m in o r  

r a i d s  b a c k  an d  f o r t h  f ro m  t h e  L o y a l i s t  c o n t r o l l e d  Savannah
Q

a r e a  an d  t h e  Whig c o n t r o l l e d  u p c o u n t r y .

Thomas Brown a n d  t h e  E a s t  F l o r i d a  R a n g e rs  w ere  

o p e r a t i n g  i n  G e o r g ia .  The B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r s  h a d  o f t e n  b e en  

c r i t i c a l  o f  Brown a n d  e v e n  p e r h a p s  a  b i t  j e a l o u s  o f  t h i s  

i r r e g u l a r  a n d  h i s  i l l - b e h a v e d  R a n g e rs  h a v in g  r a n k  and  

p r e s t i g e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  p r im a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e i r  

e x i s t e n c e  was t o  p r o v i d e  d e f e n s e  f o r  E a s e  F l o r i d a  an d  s i n c e  

t h a t  n e e d  h a d  b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d .  L o rd  G eorge  G erm ain ,  E n g l i s h  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  A m erican  d e p a r tm e n t ,  i n s t r u c t e d  

G o v e rn o r  Tonyn t o  p l a c e  them  on t h e  same l e v e l  w i t h  a l l

^Colem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  1 23 ; O lso n ,  
Thomas B row n,"  P a r t  I ,  p .  13 .

g
C olem an, C o l o n i a l  G e o r g i a , p .  293 .
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o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  c o rp s  o r  d i s b a n d  them . The R an g e rs  

a p p a r e n t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  a t  

t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e , 1779, t h e  F l o r i d a  R a n g e rs  w ere  d i s b a n d e d .

Brown th e n  fo rm ed  a  new c o r p s  c a l l e d  t h e  K i n g ' s  

C a r o l i n a  R a n g e r s .  T h is  new c o r p s  i n i t i a l l y  h a d  t h i r t y - t w o  

e n l i s t e d  men a n d  f o u r t e e n  co m m iss io n e d  a n d  n o n -c o m m is s io n e d  

o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  b y  O c to b e r ,  1779 , i t s  r a n k s  h a d  grown to  o n l y  

f i f t y - t w o  men a n d  o f f i c e r s .  The r a n k s  w e re  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

l e s s  t h a n  t h e  2 ,0 0 0  t h a t  c o m p r i s e d  B ro w n 's  f i r s t  r e g im e n t  in  

1777 .

G e n e ra l  P r é v o s t ,  p r e v i o u s l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  Brown and  

h i s  F l o r i d a  R a n g e r s ,  now recom m ended t h a t  t h e y  b e  c o n f i r m e d .  

He j u s t i f i e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  " h e  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  

i t  b y  h i s  z e a l  an d  S e r v i c e . "  L a t e r ,  P r é v o s t  was t o  comment 

t h a t  " t h e  new R a n g e rs  h a v e  v e r y  d e c e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  an d  th e y  

b e h a v e  w e l l . "  The new R a n g e rs  w ore  u n i f o r m s  o f  s h o r t  g r e e n
Q

c o a t s  w i t h  c r im s o n  c o l l a r s  an d  c u f f s  a n d  p l a i n  l a p e l s .

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  h a d  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  e x i l e  i n  London to  

resum e h i s  d u t i e s  i n  G e o r g ia  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 7 7 9 .  He was 

a la r m e d  a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o lo n y .  The m i l i t a r y  u n d e r  

P r é v o s t  h a d  done  l i t t l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c i v i l  g o v e rn m e n t  o r  

t o  p r e v e n t  l o o t i n g  an d  m is c o n d u c t  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s .

And, m o s t  a l a r m i n g ,  he  fo u n d  t h a t  G e o r g ia  was n o t  a s  

m i l i t a r i l y  s e c u r e  a s  h a d  b e e n  th o u g h t .

^ O ls o n ,  "Thomas B row n ,"  P a r t  I ,  p p .  1 4 -1 5 .  

^ ^ C a lh o o n ,  L o y a l i s t  i n  A m e r ic a , p p .  4 7 4 - 7 5 .
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E m b a r r a s s e d  b y  th e  l o s s  o f  S av an n ah  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

i n  1778 , t h e  A m e r ic a n s ,  a i d e d  b y  t h e  F r e n c h ,  a t t e m p t e d  to  

r e t a k e  t h e  c i t y  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1779 . A t t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

G o v ern o r  Jo h n  R u t le d g e  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  F r e n c h  a g r e e d  

t h a t  C ount d 'E s t a i n g  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  n a v a l  s u p p o r t .  D 'E s t a i n g ,  

w i t h  tw e n ty - tw o  v e s s e l s  an d  a b o u t  4 ,0 0 0  t r o o p s ,  a r r i v e d  o f f  

t h e  c o a s t  o f  S avannah  on S e p tem b er  1 ,  1779 . A m erican  

G e n e ra l  B en jam in  L i n c o l n  a s s e m b le d  h i s  t r o o p s  a t  E b e n e z e r  t o  

a s s i s t  i n  t h e  s i e g e .

The B r i t i s h  w e re  u n p r e p a r e d .  They h a d  o n l y  tw e n ty -  

t h r e e  cannons  m oun ted  an d  o n ly  one h u n d r e d  men r e a d y  f o r  

a c t i o n .  D 'E s t a i n g  b o l d l y  s a i l e d  up t h e  S av an n ah  R iv e r  and  

demanded t h a t  t h e  c i t y  s u r r e n d e r .  B r i t i s h  commander P r é v o s t  

o u t w i t t e d  d 'E s t a i n g  b y  a s k i n g  f o r  a  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r  t r u c e  

b e f o r e  h e  gave an  a n s w e r .  D 'E s t a i n g  g r a n t e d  t h e  t r u c e  w i t h 

o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  G e n e r a l  L i n c o l n .

T a k in g  f u l l  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  t r u c e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

b e g a n  d e f e n s e  m e a s u r e s .  N egro  l a b o r  was u s e d  t o  s t r i p  th e  

guns  from  t h e  w ar  v e s s e l s  on th e  r i v e r , s h i p s  w e re  sunk  i n  

t h e  r i v e r  above  and  b e lo w  t h e  c i t y  t o  b l o c k  t h e  F r e n c h  

f l e e t ,  and  t r o o p s  w e re  summoned f rom  o u t l y i n g  p o s t s .  

L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  C ru g e r  a r r i v e d  w i t h  a  d e ta c h m e n t  from  

S un b u ry ;  C o lo n e l  Jo h n  M a i t l a n d  b r o u g h t  800 men f ro m  B eau

f o r t ;  G e n e ra l  O l i v e r  De L a n c e y 's  2nd  B a t t a l i o n  o f  New York

^^Colem an, R e v o l u t io n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  128 .
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V o l u n t e e r s  a n s w e re d  t h e  c a l l ;  t h e  C a r o l i n a  L i g h t  H o rs e ,  a

company o f  H e s s i a n s  u n d e r  C o lo n e l  M a i t l a n d ' s  command, j o i n e d

L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  Thomas B ro w n 's  K i n g ' s  R a n g e rs  a n d  M ajo r  
12W r i g h t ' s  c o r p s .

The d e t e r m in e d  d 'E s t a i n g  l e d  t h r e e  a t t a c k s  i n  h i s

a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  t h e  c i t y ,  b u t  he f a i l e d  e a c h  t i m e .  The

c a s u a l t i e s  w e re  h i g h  f o r  t h e  one an d  o n e - h a l f  h o u r s  o f  
13f i g h t i n g  ; e s t i m a t e s  r a n g e  fro m  700 t o  1 ,8 0 0  F r e n c h  and  

A m e ric a n s  a s  k i l l e d  o r  w ounded. Among t h e  wounded was Count 

d ' E s t a i n g ,  a n d  t h e  famous P o l i s h  C oun t P u l a s k i  was k i l l e d .  

The B r i t i s h  l o s s e s  w e re  one  c a p t a i n  a n d  f i f t e e n  p r i v a t e s  

k i l l e d ,  a n d  t h i r t y - f i v e  w ounded . The F re n c h  r e q u e s t e d  a 

t r u c e  t o  b u r y  t h e i r  d ead  an d  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  w ounded . The 

t r u c e  w as a g r e e d  t o  u n t i l  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  a n d  t h e n  e x t e n d e d  

u n t i l  d a r k .

A bou t a  w eek l a t e r  t h e  F re n c h  w e a r i l y  moved away by  

s e a  a n d  t h e  A m e r ic a n s  r e t r e a t e d  i n t o  s a f e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a .

1 9 C h a r l e s  C. J o n e s ,  J r . ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  G e o r g i a , 2:
2 8 2 -8 7 .

13M a r t i n ,  G e o r g i a , p .  5 5 .

^ ^ F r a n k l i n  B. Hough, e d . , The S ie g e  o f  S av an n ah  by  
t h e  Com bined A m erican  and  F re n c h  F o r c e s  Under t h e  Command o f  
G e n e ra l  L i n c o l n  an d  th e  C ount d 'E s t a i n g  i n  t h e  Autumn ^  
1779 ( A th e n s :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g ia  L i b r a r i e s ,  1866;
r e p r i n t  e d . ,  S p a r t a n b u r g ,  S o u th  C a r o l i n a :  The R e p r i n t
Company, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p p .  4 2 - 4 3 .
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U n d o u b te d ly ,  S avannah  w o u ld  h av e  f a l l e n  i f  d 'E s t a i n g  

h a d  s to rm e d  t h e  c i t y  upon a r r i v a l .  The B r i t i s h  to o k  f u l l  

a d v a n ta g e  o f  d ' E s t a i n g ’ s o v e r c o n f i d e n c e  an d , e v en  th o u g h  

th e  A m erican s  n e v e r  gave  up th e  i d e a  o f  r e c a p t u r i n g  

S av a n n ah ,  t h e  c i t y  w o u ld  re m a in  u n d e r  B r i t i s h  c o n t r o l  u n t i l  

t h e  f i n a l  e v a c u a t i o n  i n  1782 .

C e l e b r a t i o n s  w ere  h e l d  i n  Savannah  and  S t .  A u g u s t in e  

i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  d e f e n s e  o f  S avannah . I t  i s  

h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  Thomas Brown o f  th e  

K i n g 's  R a n g e rs  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  S te p h e n  De L ancey  o f  

t h e  2nd  B a t t a l i o n  o f  New York V o lu n te e r s ^ ^  t a l k e d  a b o u t  th e  

s i e g e  and  th e  a i d  g iv e n  by  t h e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  t r o o p s  from  New 

Y ork . H ow ever, i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  two men e v e n  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e i r  common f u t u r e  a s  e x i l e d  p l a n t e r s  i n  t h e  

T u rk s  and  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  w a r ,  t h e y  w ere  to  

r e m a in  i n  t h e  C ro w n 's  s e r v i c e .  De L ancey  a s  L i e u t e n a n t -  

C o lo n e l  o f  t h e  New J e r s e y  V o lu n te e r s ^ ^  and Thomas Brown as  

Commander o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  R a n g e r s .  F o l lo w in g  t h e  w a r ,  e a c h  

r e c e i v e d  l a n d  a s  c o m p e n s a t io n  i n  t h e  Bahamas.

C olem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g ia ,  p .  129 .

^^O r d e r l y  Book o f  th e  T h ree  B a t t a l i o n s  o f  L o y a l i s t s  
Commanded by G r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l  O l i v e r  De L ancey  1 7 7 6 -1 7 7 8 , 
o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  a s  Volume I I I ,  John  D iv in e  J o n e s  Fund 
S e r i e s  (New Y ork : New York H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1917;
r e p r i n t  e d . , B a l t i m o r e :  G e n e a l o g i c a l  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1972 ,
p .  1 7 .

S a b in e ,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h e s , 1 :3 7 1 .
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S i r  Jam es W r ig h t  s e t  a b o u t  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  fro m  London f o r  r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c i v i l  

g o v e rn m e n t .  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r d e r e d  h im  t o  c a l l  an  

A ssem b ly ,  t o  in d e m n i f y  L o y a l i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  l o s s e s ,  an d  t o  

t r y  t o  r a i s e  r e v e n u e  to  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  w a r ,  

W r i g h t ' s  t a s k  was f o r m i d a b l e .  He d i d  s u c c e e d  i n  e x p e d i t i n g  

th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  A ssem bly  i n  A p r i l ,  1 7 8 0 . H ow ever, i t s  

members r e p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a .

The b i t t e r n e s s  b e tw e e n  th e  L o y a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  Whigs 

on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  E ach  s i d e  

d en o u n ced  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  a s  t r a i t o r s ,  an d  b o t h  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  was a  s p o i l  t o  b e  s e i z e d  b y  t h e  g o v e rn m en t 

i n  p o w e r .  The f i r s t  A ssem bly  t h a t  W r ig h t  c a l l e d  r e m a in e d  i n  

s e s s i o n  f ro m  May 9 t h r o u g h  J u l y  10 . I t  t o o k  p o l i t i c a l  

r i g h t s  f ro m  151 p e r s o n s  who h e l d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  u n d e r  t h e  

C o n t i n e n t a l  g o v e rn m e n t .  I n  A p r i l ,  1 7 8 1 , a  b i l l  l i s t e d  112 

(many on t h e  l i s t  o f  151) a s  g u i l t y  o f  h i g h  t r e a s o n  a n d  

c o n f i s c a t e d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s .  T w e n ty - f o u r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 

h ad  h e l d  c i v i l  o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n 

m ent w ere  on  t h e  l i s t .  The A c t  was s u b j e c t  t o  r o y a l

a p p r o v a l  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  an  a p p r o v a l  o r  o f  t h e  A c t 
18b e i n g  e n f o r c e d .

A lthougjh  t h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l l y  h e l d  G e o r g ia ,  

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  w as i n s e c u r e  a n d  r i g h t f u l l y  s o . Whig f o r c e s

18 C olem an, R e v o l u t i o n  i n  G e o r g i a , p p .  1 4 8 -5 3 .
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w ere  so  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i t  was som etim es  u n s a f e  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h

to  v e n t u r e  to o  f a r  from  S av an n ah . I n  A u g u s t ,  1780 , i t  was

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " n o t e d  r e b e l s  b o l d l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  S avannah"

d e f y i n g  r o y a l  a u t h o r i t y .  W r ig h t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  more th a n  500

s o l d i e r s  i n  S avannah  an d  o n ly  240 w e re  g a r r i s o n e d  a t

A u g u s ta .  I f  t h e  Whigs h a d  n o t  b e e n  so  b u sy  w i t h  t h e i r  own

p ro b le m s ,  t h e y  e a s i l y  c o u ld  h a v e  r e t a k e n  G e o rg ia .  G e o rg ia

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  a s k e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t r o o p s  on s e v e r a l
19o c c a s i o n s  b u t  was t u r n e d  down e a c h  t i m e .

The w a r  o f  a t t r i t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  i n  G e o r g ia .  The

r a i d i n g  i r r e g u l a r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  Commanders w ere  a

p a r t  o f  i t .  G e n e ra l  L i n c o l n ' s  s u r r e n d e r  o f  C h a r l e s t o n  to

C l i n t o n  i n  May, 1780, p r e c i p i t a t e d  a  p r e m a tu r e  u p r i s i n g  o f

t h e  L o y a l i s t s  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n e s  t h a t  p r o v e d  t r a g i c ;  th e

i n s u r r e c t i o n  was b r u t a l l y  q u a sh e d .  I n  A u g u s t ,  1780,

f o l l o w i n g  th e  c o m p le te  r o u t  o f  A m e rican  G e n e ra l  H o r a t i o

G a te s  a t  Camden, C o r n w a l l i s  o r d e r e d  t h a t  a l l  d e s e r t e r s  be

h a n g ed  ( c h a n g in g  s i d e s  was n o t  a t  a l l  uncommon). An ev en

s t r o n g e r  d i s p a t c h  from  C o r n w a l l i s  o r d e r e d  o f f i c e r s  to

" p u n i s h  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  . . . f o r  t h e i r  l a t e  b r e e c h  o f

p a r o l e s  a n d  p e r f i d i o u s  r e v o l t , "  and  u r g e d  them  t o  " s t r i k e
20t e r r o r  i n t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s . "

J o n e s ,  H i s t o r y  o f  G e o r g i a , 2 :4 2 6 - 2 7 .

O ls o n ,  "Thomas B row n,"  p a r t  I I ,  p p .  1 8 9 -9 0 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



56
Thomas Brown, w h i l e  i n  A u g u s t a ,  to o k  an  a c t i v e  p a r t  

i n  t h i s  b r u t a l  w a r f a r e  a n d  d i d  i r r e p a r a b l e  damage to  h i s  

r e p u t a t i o n .  I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  C o r n w a l l i s '  o r d e r  r e g a r d i n g  

" d e s e r t e r s , "  f i v e  w e re  c a p t u r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  s e v e n t e e n -  

y e a r - o l d  b o y ,  a n d  w e re  h a n g e d .  I n  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e .  Whig 

commander E l i j a h  C la r k  l e f t  wounded men b e h i n d ,  b e l i e v i n g  

th e y  w o u ld  b e  c a r e d  f o r .  Brown, w ounded , o r d e r e d  t h i r t e e n  

o f  t h e  Whig p r i s o n e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w h ere  h e  was 

r e c o v e r i n g  a n d  o r d e r e d  them  h a n g e d  i n  a  s t a i r w e l l .

T r a d i t i o n  h a s  i t  t h a t  t h e  t h i r t e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  t h i r t e e n
, . 21 c o l o n i e s .

The b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  e n d  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  G e o rg ia

came i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1781 when C o lo n e l  H en ry  " L i g h t  H o rse

H a r ry "  L ee  a t t a c k e d  A u g u s ta .  A f t e r  f a c i n g  c an n o n  f i r e d

d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r t ,  Thomas Brown s u r r e n d e r e d .

Brown a n d  h i s  R a n g e rs  w e re  h e a v i l y  g u a r d e d  b o t h  t o  p r e v e n t

e s c a p e  a n d  to  p r o t e c t  them  from  v e n g e f u l  c i t i z e n s  an d

s o l i d e r s .  B ro w n 's  c o m ra d e .  C o lo n e l  G r i e r s o n ,  a n d  h i s

s o l d i e r s  d i d  n o t  f a r e  a s  w e l l .  The s o l d i e r s  r e p o r t e d l y

s u f f e r e d  e v e r y  " s p e c i e s  o f  a b u s e  an d  i n s u l t . "  G r i e r s o n  was

m u rd e re d .  Brown, i n  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  n i g h t ,  was t a k e n  from

A u g u s ta  down t h e  S av an n ah  R iv e r  t o  S a v a n n a h .  A p r i s o n e r

ex ch a n g e  a t  S avannah  f r e e d  Brown, and  h e  re su m ed  command o f
22t h e  K i n g ' s  R a n g e rs  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  S a v a n n ah .

21 C olem an, C o l o n i a l  G e o r g i a , p p .  2 9 9 -3 0 0 .  

^ ^ O ls o n ,  "Thomas B row n ,"  P a r t  I I ,  p p .  19 3 -9 4 ,
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D u r in g  th e  A u g u s ta  c am p a ig n .  C o lo n e l  H enry  L ee  made

th e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  to  N a th a n a e l  G reene  c o n c e r n in g  th e

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  G e o r g ia .  "T hey  e x c e e d  t h e  Goths

a n d  V a n d a ls  i n  f u r t h e r [ i n g ]  schem es o f  p l u n d e r ,  m u rd e r  &

i n i q u [ i ] t y .  A l l  t h i s  u n d e r  p r e t e n c e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
23t h e  v i r t u o u s  c a u s e  o f  A m e r ic a ."

B ro w n 's  s u r r e n d e r  a t  A u g u s ta  e n d e d  an y  r e s i s t a n c e  to  

t h e  Whigs i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  S a v a n n a h 's  p o p u l a t i o n  s w e l l e d  

w i t h  f l e e i n g  L o y a l i s t s .  T h e i r  p r e s e n c e  made th e  p ro b le m  o f  

p r o v i s i o n s  c r i t i c a l  an d  j e o p a r d i z e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  d e f e n s e .  

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a p p r i s e  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t 

o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  r e p e a t e d l y  a s k e d  f o r  t r o o p s .  By 1781 

th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  was t i r i n g  o f  t h e  w a r .  T ro o p s  and  

s u p p l i e s  w e re  n o t  s e n t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  Whigs f a i l e d  to  

c a p t u r e  S av an n ah  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  17 8 1 . B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  

A n thony  Wayne h a d  c o u n te d  on  Whig s u p p o r t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  com e. 

He was s u c c e s s f u l  o n l y  in  k e e p i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n f i n e d  to  

th e  S avannah  a r e a . ^ ^

The w ar  becam e i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n p o p u l a r  i n  E n g la n d .

S i r  Guy C a r l e t o n  r e p l a c e d  C l i n t o n  i n  M arch , 1782 , and  

p r e l i m i n a r i e s  f o r  p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e g a n  i n  A p r i l ,  1782 . 

A l l  o f f e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  h a d  s t o p p e d  an d  i n  May, 17 8 2 ,

23Edw ard J .  C a s h in ,  J r . , a n d  H e a rd  R o b e r t s o n ,  
A u g u s ta  an d  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n :  E v e n t s  i n  t h e  G e o rg ia
Back C o u n try  1 7 7 3 -1 7 8 3  ( D a r i e n .  G e o r g ia :  The A s h a n t i l l y
P re i 's " ," r$ 7 5 5 " ,"p T  59.

^^C olem an, R e v o l u t io n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  142.
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o r d e r s  a r r i v e d  to  e v a c u a t e  a l l  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  an d  L o y a l i s t s  

f rom  t h e  t h r e e  r e m a in in g  g a r r i s o n s  i n  t h e  S o u th :

C h a r l e s t o n ,  S av an n ah , and  S t .  A u g u s t in e .  P l e a s  from  

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  k e e p  G e o rg ia  i n  t h e  p e a c e  

s e t t l e m e n t  w e re  o f  no  a v a i l .  P l a n s  w e re  m o d i f i e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t o  e v a c u a t e  C h a r l e s t o n  and  S avannah  f i r s t  a n d  l e a v e  S t .  

A u g u s t in e  a s  a  te m p o ra ry  a sy lu m  f o r  L o y a l i s t s .  I n  h i s  r e p l y  

to  t h e  u n h ap p y  L o y a l i s t s  i n  S av an n ah  a n d  C h a r l e s t o n ,

C a r l e t o n  s a i d  t h a t  e v a c u a t i o n  was " n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  c h o i c e ,  

b u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  i n  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  an  u n s u c c e s s f u l  w a r . "
2 5The l a s t  B r i t i s h  t r a n s p o r t  l e f t  S av an n ah  on J u l y  11 , 1782 . 

Thomas B ro w n 's  R a n g e r s ,  t r u e  to  t h e i r  a u d a c io u s  s t y l e ,

s t a y e d  i n  t h e  S avannah  a r e a  u n t i l  J u l y  31 b e f o r e  g o in g  o v e r -
2 6l a n d  to  S t .  A u g u s t in e .

G e n e r a l  A nthony Wayne was g iv e n  command i n  G e o rg ia

a n d  soon  r e i n s t a t e d  A m erican  a u t h o r i t y .  C are  w as t a k e n  n o t

to  d e s t r o y  t h e  c i t y  i n  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n .  Tybee I s l a n d  was

u s e d  a s  a  t e m p o ra ry  p l a c e  f o r  r e f u g e e s  t o  camp b e f o r e
27l e a v i n g  A m er ic a .

The B r i t i s h  g o vernm en t p r o m is e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  L o y a l i s t s  t o  o t h e r  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  E m p ire .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

t h e  t r o o p s  w ere  t h e  f i r s t  e v a c u a t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  was n o t

^ ^ O ls o n ,  " ih o m as  B row n,"  P a r t  I I ,  p .  19 6 .
2 6 Colem an, R e v o lu t io n  i n  G e o r g i a , p .  144 . 

Z^Ibid.
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s u f f i c i e n t  room on th e  t r a n s p o r t  s h i p s  f o r  many o f  t h e  o t h e r

28r e f u g e e s .  Some h a d  to  t r a v e l  o v e r l a n d  to  S t .  A u g u s t in e .

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m in e  th e  e x a c t  num bers  o f

r e f u g e e s  t h a t  l e f t  G e o rg ia .  G e n e ra l  Wayne e s t i m a t e d  6 ,0 0 0

p e r s o n s ,  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  w ere  w a i t i n g  f o r  t r a n s p o r t  s h i p s .

G o v e rn o r  W r ig h t  r e q u e s t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  J a m a ic a  f o r

2 ,0 0 0  N e g ro e s ,  an d  G e n e ra l  C a r l e t o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t e n  f a m i l i e s

w i t h  1 ,5 6 8  N e g ro e s  w en t to  J a m a ic a .  A r e p o r t  f ro m  G e n e ra l

L e s l i e  s a i d  t h a t  1 ,0 4 2  w h i t e s  a n d  ' , 9 5 6  N e g ro es  w ere  i n  E a s t

F l o r i d a .  T h e r e f o r e ,  W ayne 's  e s t i m a t e s  a p p e a r  r e a l i s t i c .

The num ber o f  c l a i m s  f i l e d  b y  L o y a l i s t s  i s  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e

i n  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  number o f  e x i l e s  b e c a u s e  e v e r y  L o y a l i s t

was n o t  a  c l a i m a n t .  E v i d e n t l y ,  more th a n  6 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s ^ l e f t
29S av an n ah  i n  th e  summer o f  1782 a s  e x i l e s .

I n  t h e  p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

L o y a l i s t s  was t h e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  i t e m  to  r e s o l v e .  I t  was 

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t s h o u ld ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  o b t a i n  

r e s t i t u t i o n  f o r  p e r s o n s  who h a d  l o s t  p r o p e r t y  an d  h a d  n o t  

b e e n  b a n i s h e d .  The A m erican s ,  B en jam in  I r a n k l i n  a s  

spokesm an , a r g u e d  t h a t  th e  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  h a d  no  su ch  p o w e r ,  

b u t  i t  was w i l l i n g  to  recommend t o  th e  s e v e r a l  S t a t e s  t h a t  

th e y  p a y  i n d e m n i t i e s .  E n g la n d  c a p i t u l a t e d  e v e n  th o u g h  

a rg u m e n ts  made b y  F r a n k l i n  seem ed h o l lo w .

Z ^ i b i d . ,  p .  145. 

Z^Ibid.
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On November 29 , 1 7 82 , c o m m is s io n e r s  fro m  A m erica  and  

B r i t a i n  m e t f o r  a  f i n a l  a g re e m e n t .  The A m erican  

c o m m is s io n e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no  f u t u r e  c o n f i s c a 

t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  o r  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  L o y a l i s t s ,  an d  t h a t  

C o n g re ss  w o u ld  recommend to  t h e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  

l e g i s l a t u r e s  t h a t  am n es ty  an d  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  

s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  t o  them .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  w e re  

d e p r i v e d  o f  am n es ty  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  by  th e  

C o n f e d e r a t i o n .  The rec o m m en d a t io n  b y  C o n g re s s  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  

t o  g r a n t  am n es ty  a n d  r e s t o r e  p r o p e r t y  s a n c t i o n e d  t h e  c l a im s  

o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s ,  b u t  C o n g re ss  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

no  pow er t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  re c o m m e n d a t io n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  f u l f i l l 

m ent o f  t h e  T r e a t y  was l e f t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  w here  t h e  

L o y a l i s t s  h a d  b e e n  fo u n d  g u i l t y  o f  t r e a s o n  and  b a n i s h e d .

E n g la n d  h a d  c l e a r l y  s a c r i f i c e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e
28L o y a l i s t s  t o  e n d  t h e  w a r .

An a t t e m p t  to  m i t i g a t e  t h i s  w rong  was made b y  th e  

B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  by  n e g o t i a t i n g  f o r  a  d e l a y  i n  t h e  f i n a l  

e v a c u a t i o n  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a .  T h i s  d e l a y  o f  a lm o s t  t h r e e  

y e a r s  p r o v i d e d  a  t e m p o r a r y  a sy lu m  f o r  t h e  e x i l e d  L o y a l i s t s .

28E g e r to n  R y e r s o n ,  Th e  L o y a l i s t s  o f  A m e ric a  a n d  
T h e i r  T im es 1 6 2 0 -1 8 1 6 , 2 v o f s . , 2nd e d .  (New Y ork : H a s k e l l
House P u b l i s h e r s ,  L t d . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  2 : 5 4 - 6 0 .
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CHAPTER V

EAST FLORIDA TO THE BAHAMAS: 1782-1785

E a s t  F l o r i d a  was a  h a v e n  f o r  p e r s e c u t e d  L o y a l i s t s  a s

e a r l y  a s  1775. F o l lo w in g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  th e  E a r l  o f

D a rtm o u th  on November 1 , 1775 , G o v e rn o r  P a t r i c k  Tonyn o f

E a s t  F l o r i d a  i s s u e d  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  i n v i t i n g  L o y a l i s t s  to

come t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a .  P o s t e r s  p r o m i s i n g  f r e e  l a n d  w ere

p l a c e d  i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d  S a v a n n a h . ^ The

l a n d  was a v a i l a b l e  b e c a u s e  l a r g e  t r a c t s ,  p r e v i o u s l y

a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t ,  h a d  n o t  b e e n  o c c u p ie d ,  w h ich

h a d  b e e n  a  s t i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  g r a n t s .  G overno r

Tonyn a t t e m p t e d  to  r e c o v e r  t h o s e  u n o c c u p ie d  l a n d s  a n d  to

open  them  t o  im m ig ra n ts  who c o u l d  n o t  o r  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  to
2

p u r c h a s e  F l o r i d a  l a n d s .

Betw een 1 7 7 5 -1 7 8 5 , t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  F l o r i d a  h a d  

f l u c t u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a l t e r n a t i n g  v i c t o r i e s  o f  Whigs a n d

W ilb u r  II. S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  1774-  
1775: The M ost I m p o r ta n t  Documents P e r t a i n i n g  ' p i e r e t o ,
E d i t e d  w i t h  an  Accom panying N a r r a t i v e , 2 v o l s .  (D e la n d . 
F l o r i d a :  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 2 9 ) ,  1 : 2 3 - 2 4 .

2
L i e t c h  W r ig h t ,  J r . ,  F l o r i d a  i n  th e  A m e r i c ^  

R e v o l u t i o n  ( G a i n e s v i l l e :  The U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s e s  o f  F l o r i d a ,
n 7 5 )T " p T l0 3 .
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L o y a l i s t s  i n  th e  s o u t h e r n  p r o v i n c e s .  L o y a l i s t s  l e f t  G e o rg ia  

i n  t h e  summer o f  1775 and i n  e a r l y  1776 when t h e  Whigs 

g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  governm ent and  G o v e rn o r  Jam es W r ig h t  

was a r r e s t e d .  When B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t y  was r e s t o r e d  i n  

D ecem ber, 1778 , t h e y  r e t u r n e d ,  h o p in g  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  

p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  s t a t i o n s  i n  th e  p r o v i n c e .  The l a r g e s t  num ber 

o f  L o y a l i s t s  im m ig r a te d  to  E a s t  F l o r i d a  i n  1782 a f t e r  

G e n e r a l  S i r  Guy C a r l e t o n  p o s tp o n e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  

E a s t  F l o r i d a .

The f u t u r e  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a s  was n o t  c l e a r l y  d e c i d e d  

i n  t h e  m inds  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h .  The i n t e r e s t  i n  r e t a i n i n g  

F l o r i d a  was l i n k e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  th e  

L o y a l i s t s .  The t h i n l y  p o p u l a t e d  F l o r i d a s  a n d  p e r h a p s  

L o u i s i a n a  seem ed l i k e l y  p l a c e s  f o r  a  p e rm a n e n t  r e f u g e .  When 

L o rd  Dunmore r e t u r n e d  to  A m erica  i n  1781 h e  h a d  e x p e c t e d  to  

resum e h i s  V i r g i n i a  g o v e r n o r s h ip  b u t  was s t o p p e d  i n  

C h a r l e s t o n  b y  C o r n w a l l i s ' s u r r e n d e r .  E n c o u ra g e d  by  Jo h n  

C ru d en , who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  c a p t u r e d  r e b e l  p r o p e r t y ,

Dunmore p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t r a i n e d  N egro u n i t s ,  j o i n e d  b y  w h i t e  

L o y a l i s t s  a n d  a  few  B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r s ,  c o u ld  c a p t u r e  W est 

F l o r i d a  a n d  L o u i s i a n a .  John  M o r is o n ,  who h a d  d r i l l e d  s e p o y s  

i n  I n d i a ,  s u g g e s t e d  b l a c k  " s e p o y s "  a s  an  army t h a t  c o u ld  

u n i t e  t h e  C a r o l i n e s ,  G e o rg ia ,  an d  E a s t  F l o r i d a  i n t o  one 

l a r g e  B r i t i s h  c o lo n y .  The A m e r ic a n s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  B r i t a i n ' s  

c o n t r o l  o f  th e  G u lf  C o a s t  to  S p a i n ' s ,  s e c r e t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  

th e  B r i t i s h .  The S p a n ia r d s  so o n  knew t h e  p l a n s  w ere  b e i n g
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d i s c u s s e d  and  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  th e y  e x p e c t e d  t h e  t r e a t y  

o f  1782 t o  b e  h o n o r e d ,  g i v i n g  S p a in  b o t h  E a s t  F l o r i d a  an d  

W est F l o r i d a ;  an  e x c h a n g e  o f  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  th e  F l o r i d a s  h a d  

b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  b u t  p r e s s u r e  to  c o n c lu d e  t h e  p e a c e  l e d  th e
3

B r i t i s h  t o  f o r e g o  a c o lo n y  on  t h e  G u lf  C o a s t .

I n  t h e  m e a n t im e , C a r l e t o n  h a d  a p p o i n t e d  G e n e ra l  

A le x a n d e r  L e s l i e  t o  b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  

C h a r l e s t o n  a n d  S av an n ah  i n  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t  o f  1782 .

S avannah  was c ro w d ed  w i t h  L o y a l i s t s  f ro m  t h e  o u t l y i n g  p a r t s  

o f  G e o r g ia .  T h e i r  f a m i l i e s  h ad  j o i n e d  them  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  

p ro m is e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  e m p i r e .  

G e n e ra l  A n thony  Wayne, t h e  A m erican  i n  command o f  S a v a n n ah ,  

r e p o r t e d  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d  L o y a l i s t s  w e re  cam ped on C o ck sp u r  

an d  Tybee I s l a n d s  a s  e a r l y  a s  J u n e , 1782 , w a i t i n g  to  l e a v e  

G e o r g ia .  The w e a t h e r  was h o t  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  on Tybee was 

c o n t a m i n a t e d .  Many d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e m b a r k a t io n  i n  J u l y . ^  

The e v a c u a t i o n  was n o t  a  p l e a s a n t  o r  e v e n  a  s a f e  

e x p e r i e n c e .  Among th e  r e f u g e e s  was E l i z a b e t h  L i c h t e n s t e i n  

J o h n s to n  o f  S av a n n ah ,  who h a d  m a r r i e d  C a p t a i n  W i l l i a m  

J o h n s to n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  L o y a l  A m erican  R e g im e n t .  M rs. 

J o h n s t o n ' s  R e c o l l e c t i o n s , w r i t t e n  i n  1836 , i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  

t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  many e m i g r a n t s .  C a p t a in  an d  

M rs. J o h n s t o n  w e n t  f ro m  S av an n ah  t o  C h a r l e s t o n  w i t h  t h e

^ I b i d . , p p .  1 1 7 -2 0 .

^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  10 6 .
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m i l i t a r y .  When C h a r l e s t o n  was e v a c u a t e d ,  M rs . J o h n s t o n  and  

h e r  c h i l d r e n  to o k  p a s s a g e  t o  S t .  A u g u s t in e  t o  j o i n  h e r  

f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  D r .  L ew is J o h n s t o n ,  an d  h i s  f a m i l y .  She 

r e l a t e d  t h a t  s h e  " saw  many v e s s e l s  l y i n g  s t r a n d e d  a l o n g  th e  

s h o r e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  w re c k e d  on t h e  s a n d  b a r . "  She r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  no l i v e s  h a d  b e e n  l o s t  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h e r  own l a n d i n g  

a l t h o u g h  "much o f  t h e  p o o r  L o y a l i s t s '  p r o p e r t y  was 

d e s t r o y e d . " ^

G o v ern o r  Tonyn w elcom ed t h e  r e f u g e e s  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  

s h o r t a g e  o f  acco m m o d a tio n s  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e .  A r e p o r t  made 

by  G e n e ra l  L e s l i e  on J u l y  18 , 1 7 8 3 , n u m b ered  t h e  r e f u g e e s  

who a r r i v e d  a t  S t .  A u g u s t in e  f ro m  G e o rg ia  a s  1 ,0 4 2  w h i t e s  

and  2 ,9 9 8  b l a c k s .  T h is  more t h a n  d o u b le d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  by  

o n e - f o u r t h . ^  The s u p p l i e s  b r o u g h t  f rom  G e o r g ia  w e re  soon 

consumed a n d ,  by  Novem ber, r a t i o n s  w ere  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  

r e f u g e e s .  I t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  th e y  h a d  t o  become s e l f -  

s u f f i c i e n t .  Land  was a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  S t .  J o h n ' s  R iv e r  so  

Thomas Brown b e g a n  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n . ^

The L o y a l i s t s  w ere  s low  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  w o u ld  r e l i n q u i s h  E a s t  F l o r i d a .  An a s s o c i a t i o n

E l i z a b e t h  L i c h t e n s t e i n  J o h n s t o n ,  R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  a  
G e o rg ia  L o y a l i s t , e d .  Rev. A r t h u r  W en tw o rth  E a to n  (New Y ork: 
m! f 7 M a n s f i e ld  a n d  C o .;  r e p r i n t e d ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  2 1 0 .

^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  106 .

^L ockey , E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  p p .  1 5 7 -5 8 .
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was o r g a n i z e d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  S p a n is h  a m b a s sa d o r  i n  

London a b o u t  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  The S p a n i s h  o f f e r e d  a lm o s t  

t h e  same te rm s  to  t h e  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  i n  1783 t h a t  t h e  

B r i t i s h  h a d  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  S p a n is h  s u b j e c t s  i n  1763; th e y  

c o u l d  k e e p  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  an d  t a k e  an  o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  to  

t h e  new c o u n t r y .  The one d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  

s e t t l e r s  w ou ld  n o t  b e  g r a n t e d  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m , b u t  w o u ld  

h a v e  t o  become C a t h o l i c .  P r o t e s t a n t  L o y a l i s t s  c o u ld  n o t  

a c c e p t  t h e  l o s s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f re e d o m  and  l o b b i e d  f o r  an  

a r t i c l e  a l l o w i n g  f re e d o m  o f  w o r s h i p .

A n o th e r  hope  f o r  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  was t h a t  B r i t a i n  

m ig h t  e x c h a n g e  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  F l o r i d a ;  t h e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  1783 . I t  soon  becam e e v i d e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t
O

th e y  m u s t  l e a v e  F l o r i d a  o r  become S p a n i s h  s u b j e c t s .

The L o y a l i s t s '  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  an d  d i s 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a  was 

a p p a r e n t  by  e a r l y  1 7 8 3 . W i l l i a m  W ylly  o f  t h e  C a r o l i n a  

K i n g ' s  R an g e rs  l e f t  F l o r i d a  f o r  E n g la n d  i n  May, 1783 , to
Û

s o l i c i t  a i d  f rom  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t f o r  h i s  r e g i m e n t .

I n  S e p te m b e r ,  1783 , a  g ro u p  o f  L o y a l i s t s  s i g n e d  a  p e t i t i o n  

a s k i n g  s u p p o r t  f ro m  c i v i l  g o v e rn m e n t .  They c o m p la in e d  o f  

" f r e q u e n t  R o b b e ry s ,  B u r g l a r y s  a n d  t h e f t s  t h a t  h a v e  l a t e l y

Q
W rig h t ,  F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n ,  pp, 

1 2 3 -2 4 .  ---------------------------------------------------------------
g

S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  144 .
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b e e n  c o m m it te d ."  G e o rg ia n s  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l  an d  Jo h n  M a r t in  

w e re  among th e  p e t i t i o n e r s . ^ ^

I n  J u l y ,  17 8 3 , L i e u t e n a n t  Jo h n  W i ls o n ,  t h e  a c t i n g  

e n g i n e e r  a t  S t .  A u g u s t in e ,  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  b y  C a r l e t o n  to  

go t o  t h e  Bahamas to  make a  g e n e r a l  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  I s l a n d s .  

W ils o n  w e n t  t o  N a s s a u  an d  p r e p a r e d  a  r e p o r t  b a s e d  on r e c o r d s  

t h e r e .  Seven  I s l a n d s  w e re  l i s t e d  a s  o c c u p ie d :  New

P r o v i d e n c e ,  E l e u t h e r a ,  H a r b o r  I s l a n d ,  C a t  I s l a n d ,  Exuma,

Long I s l a n d ,  and  T u rk s  I s l a n d .  H is  r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e tw e e n  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  i n h a b i t a n t s  a n d  gave 

t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a b o u t  f o u r  t h o u s a n d .

W ilso n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  num ber o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  on 

T u rk s  I s l a n d  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c u r a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e d .  The 

p o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e d  b e c a u s e  i n h a b i t a n t s  f rom  Bermuda came 

f o r  t h e  s a l t - r a k i n g  s e a s o n  i n  F e b r u a r y .  He d i d  m e n t io n  t h a t  

t h e r e  w ere  29 t o t a l  t a x a b l e  (m e a n in g  f r e e  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e 

h o l d s ) ,  20 s l a v e s ,  an d  18 c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  arm s (m ean in g  

m a le s  above  15 y e a r s  o l d ) . A m i l i t a r y  company was k e p t  on 

T u rk s  b y  o r d e r  o f  th e  g o v e r n o r .  The C a ic o s  I s l a n d s ,

u s u a l l y  g ro u p e d  w i t h  th e  T u rk s  I s l a n d s ,  was n o t  m e n t io n e d  i n  

t h e  r e p o r t . T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  no  i n h a b i t a n t s  

on C a ic o s  a t  t h i s  t im e  an d  h e l p s  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  b e l i e f

^^L ockey , E a s t  F l o r i d a , p p .  1 5 7 -5 8 .  

^ ^ S t a r k ,  H i s t o r y  an d  G u id e , p .  170 .
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t h a t  th e  C a ic o s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n h a b i t e d  s i n c e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f

t h e  S p a n i a r d s  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

W ils o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a  an d  made h i s  i n i t i a l

r e p o r t  on S e p te m b e r  7 . Some L o y a l i s t s  w e re  r e l u c t a n t  t o  go

t o  th e  Bahamas a n d  W ils o n  made a  s e c o n d  t r i p  to  p r e p a r e  a

more c o m p re h e n s iv e  r e p o r t .

The new i n f o r m a t i o n  was more r e a s s u r i n g  th a n  i n  t h e

f i r s t  r e p o r t .  W ils o n  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  I s l a n d s  w e re  r o c k y

an d  t h e  s u r f a c e  r o u g h ,  b u t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f

s o i l  e x i s t i n g  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a d a p t a b l e  t o  t h e  g ro w th  o f

c o t t o n ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  g u i n e a c o m .  W ilso n  d e s c r i b e d  a

b l a c k ,  r e d d i s h - g r a y  s o i l ,  a  r e d  s o i l  i n  v a l l e y s  w h ic h

a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  o f  a  c a l c a r e o u s  n a t u r e ,  an d  b l a c k  s o i l  on  th e

h i g h e r  a r e a s . He m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  th e  s o i l  h a d  n o t  b e e n

t e s t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e re  i n d o l e n t  a n d  d i d
12n o t  b o t h e r  t o  c l e a r  a n d  p r o p e r l y  c u l t i v a t e  th e  l a n d .

On S e p te m b e r  1 2 ,  1783 , a  f l e e t  o f  B r i t i s h  t r a n s p o r t s  

a r r i v e d  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e .  Two days  l a t e r  a  num ber o f  

i n h a b i t a n t s  a p p l i e d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Baham as.

Among t h o s e  w ere  Thomas Brown, r e c e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  f o r  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  an d  a t  

l e a s t  s i x t e e n  o f  th e  K i n g ' s  R a n g e r s .  Some o f  t h e  N o r th  

C a r o l i n a  a n d  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  r e g im e n t s  a p p l i e d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a 

t i o n ;  L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  Jo h n  H a m il to n  o f  th e  N o r th  C a r o l i n a

l ^ i b i d . ,  p p .  1 7 2 -7 3 .
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r e g im e n t  was among them . The d e c i s i o n  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  to

l e a v e  E a s t  F l o r i d a  t h i s  e a r l y  was w i t h o u t  d o u b t  i n s p i r e d  b y

t h e  p ro m ise  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  c h o o se  l a n d s  on t h e  l e s s
13p o p u lo u s  i s l a n d s . R e c o rd s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  c o n c e r n in g

th e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  S i e b e r t  s t a t e s  i t

i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b le  t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was s u p p l i e d  f o r  a l l
14t h o s e  d e s i r i n g  i t .

On December 4 , 1783, L o rd  N o r th  a d v i s e d  G overnor 

Tonyn t h a t  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a  m u s t  c a p i t u l a t e  

t o  t h e  T r e a t y .  L o rd  N o r th  e m p h a s iz e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  th e  

c o n c e r n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  f o r  " t h o s e  u n f o r t u n a t e  

p e o p l e . "  The g o v e rn m e n t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Bahamas and t h e  W est 

I n d i e s  a s  f i r s t  c h o ic e  f o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  b e c a u s e  th e  c l i m a t e  

r e s e m b le d  t h a t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  th e  i s l a n d s  

w e re  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d .  T h ese  c o n d i t i o n s  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  

b e s t  a d j u s t m e n t  to  t h e i r  f o r m e r  l i v e s .  L o rd  N o r th  f u r t h e r  

s t a t e d  t h a t  l a n d  w ou ld  b e  g iv e n  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  

f o r m e r  p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  c u l t i v a t e  i t .  The 

L o y a l i s t s  w ere  a s s u r e d  t h a t  " e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  a t t e n t i o n  w ou ld  

b e  p a i d  t o  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  may f i x  upon f o r  

t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  and  . . .  t o  l e a v e  i t  t o  t h e  o p t i o n  o f

^ ^ R o b e r t  S . L a m b e r t ,  "T he  F l i g h t  o f  G e o rg ia  
L o y a l i s t s , "  The G e o rg ia  R eview  1 7 (4 )  (W in te r  1 9 6 3 ) :4 4 2 .

^ ^W ilb u r  H. S i e b e r t ,  The L eg acy  o f  t h e  A m erican  
R e v o l u t i o n  to  t h e  B r i t i s h  W est I n d i e s  a n d  Bahamas. A 
C h a p te r  Out o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  (O hio 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  B u l l e t i n ,  8 ( 2 7 ) .  Columbus : Ohio S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 3 ) ,  p .  19 .
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t h o s e  who w i s h  t o  w i t h d r a w ."  The B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  

p ro m is e d  c o n v e y a n c e  " . . .  w i t h  t h e i r  F a m i l i e s  an d  m ovab le  

E f f e c t s  t o  an y  o f  H is  M a je s ty s  P o s s e s s i o n s ,  e i t h e r  in  

E u ro p e ,  A m e r ic a ,  o r  t h e  W est I n d i e s .  . . . "  P r o v i s i o n s  

h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  Bahama I s l a n d s  an d  w ou ld  be  

s e n t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  W est I n d i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  num ber 

c h o o s in g  t o  go .

L o r d  N o r th  r e m in d e d  Tonyn t h a t ,  b y  t h e  f i f t h  a r t i c l e  

i n  t h e  t r e a t y ,  e i g h t e e n  m o n th s ,  w i t h  an  e x t e n s i o n  i f  

n e c e s s a r y ,  w e re  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  

e s t a t e s  a n d  l e a v e  F l o r i d a .  F o u r  t h o u s a n d  t o n s  o f  s h i p p i n g  

h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  S t .  A u g u s t in e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

L o rd  N o r t h ' s  l e t t e r  was a  r e s u l t  o f  c a r e f u l  t h o u g h t  

and  p l a n n i n g  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t .  Guy C a r l e t o n ,  

C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f  i n  N o r th  A m e r ic a ,  h a d  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b ers  o f  L o y a l i s t s  m oving  t o  C anada a n d  

h a d  recom m ended t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  t h a t  l a n d s  i n  t h e  

Bahamas b e  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  L o y a l i s t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

s i m i l a r  c l i m a t e .  L i e u t e n a n t  W i l s o n 's  s u r v e y  v e r i f i e d  t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d s  and  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l  f o r  

e x t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  S e p te m b e r ,  

1783 , a  r o y a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n  s t a t e d  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n 

m ent t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  Bahamas from  t h e

J o s e p h  B yrne  L o ck ey ,  E a s t  F l o r i d a :  1 7 8 3 -1 7 8 5 .  A
F i l e  o f  D ocum ents  A ssem b led  and 'M any  o f  Them T r a n s l a t e ï ï  
( B e r k e l e y :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 9 ) , p p .
1 7 8 -7 9 .
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P r o p r i e t o r s  an d  gave  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r

Jo h n  P o w e l l  how t o  i s s u e  t h o s e  l a n d s .  Those  i n s t r u c t i o n s

w e re  a s  f o l l o w s  :

To e v e r y  h e a d  o f  a  f a m i l y ,  f o r t y  a c r e s  and  to  e v e r y  
w h i t e  o r  b l a c k  man, woman o r  c h i l d  i n  a  f a m i l y ,  tw e n ty  
a c r e s ,  a t  an  a n n u a l  q u i t  r e n t  o f  2 s .  [ s h i l l i n g ]  p e r  
h u n d re d  a c r e s .  B ut i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t  r e f u g e e s  
fro m  th e  C o n t i n e n t ,  su c h  l a n d s  a r e  t o  b e  d e l i v e r e d  f r e e  
o f  c h a r g e s ,  an d  a r e  t o  be  exem pted  from  t h e  b u r d e n s  o f  
t h e  q u i t  r e n t s  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  f rom  t h e  m ak ing  o f  t h e  
g r a n t .16

G o v e rn o r  Tonyn w r o te  t o  G overno r  Jo h n  M axwell o f  t h e

Bahamas i n  May, 1784, a s k i n g  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  in c o m in g

L o y a l i s t s . T r a n s p o r t  s h i p s  b e g an  t o  l e a v e  S t .  A u g u s t in e

i n  A p r i l ,  1784 , a n d  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  Novem ber, 1785 . A t o t a l

o f  t w e n t y - s e v e n  s h i p s  l e f t  S t .  A u g u s t in e  c a r r y i n g  r e f u g e e s

a n d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h

E m p ire .  S i x t e e n  o f  t h o s e  t r a n s p o r t s  s a i l e d  t o  th e  Baham as.

The l a s t  s h i p ,  C y r u s , d e p a r t e d  November 13 , 1785, w i t h  
18G o v e rn o r  Tonyn.

The e v a c u a t i o n  was d e la y e d  c h i e f l y  b e c a u s e  th e  

L o y a l i s t s  w a n te d  t o  a v o id  p r o p e r t y  l o s s .  M e rc h a n ts  w a n te d  

more t im e  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  g o o d s ,  s c a t t e r e d  and  d i s t a n t  

p l a n t a t i o n s  p r e s e n t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p ro b le m s  to  S t .  

A u g u s t in e ,  and  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  m a rk e t  f o r  t h e i r  goods s i n c e

^ ^ C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  163.

^^L ockey , E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  69 4 .
18 C a r o le  W. T r o x l e r ,  " L o y a l i s t  R e fu g e e s  a n d  t  

B r i t i s h  E v a c u a t i o n  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , "  F l o r i d a  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r l y  6 0 (1 )  ( J u l y  1 9 8 1 ) :2 4 - 2 5 .
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t h e  o n ly  S p a n ia r d s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w ere  c i  v i l  g o v e rn m e n t  and

m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l .  A ls o ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w e re  p l a c e d  on s a l e s .

J u l y  1 8 ,  1785, was t h e  l a s t  day f o r  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  and

b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e  s a l e s  w ere  c o n d i t i o n a l  i n  c a s e  E a s t  F l o r i d a

s h o u ld  b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e

am ount o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  to  b e  s h ip p e d  was f a r  g r e a t e r

th a n  any  f o r m e r  e s t i m a t e .  A f t e r  t h e  S p a n is h  g o v e rn m en t

r e f u s e d  to  p u r c h a s e  c h u r c h  pews an d  b e l l s  an d  a f i r e  e n g i n e ,
19G o v e rn o r  Tonyn s h i p p e d  them  t o  t h e  Bahamas.

The new S p a n i s h  G o v e rn o r ,  V iz e n te  M anuel de

Z e s p e d e s ,  a r r i v e d  i n  S t .  A u g u s t in e  on J u n e  26 , 1 7 8 4 , and

o f f i c i a l l y  to o k  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a  f o r  S p a in  on J u l y

1 2 , 1784. F o r  more t h a n  a  y e a r .  G o v e rn o r  Tonyn an d

Z e sp e d e s  r u l e d  j o i n t l y .  I t  was a p p a r e n t l y  a  f a i r l y  sm ooth

t r a n s i t i o n .  A b a l l  was g iv e n  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  when th e

S p a n is h  to o k  c o n t r o l .  Z e sp e d e s  e v e n  a l l o w e d  Tonyn t o  r a i s e

two t r o o p s  o f  men, m o s t ly  f ro m  t h e  r e s i d u a l  o f  B ro w n 's
20R a n g e rs ,  t o  p a t r o l  t h e  f r o n t i e r s .

Thomas Brown w en t t o  t h e  Bahamas w i t h  some o f  h i s  

R an g e rs  i n  1783 b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a  soon  

t h e r e a f t e r .  A b o n d  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  and  m u tu a l  e s t e e m  

d e v e lo p e d  b e tw e e n  Z e sp e d e s  an d  Brown. The w iv e s  an d  

c h i l d r e n  o f  b o t h  f a m i l i e s  w e re  e q u a l l y  c o n g e n i a l .  When t h e

^ ^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p p .  1 7 1 -7 2 .  
20W rig h t ,  F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n ,  p p .  

1 3 5 -3 6 .  ---------------------------------------------------------------

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



72
Brown f a m i l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l  d e p a r t u r e  fro m  S t .  

M a r y 's  h a r b o r  i n  J u l y ,  1785 , A n to n io  de Z e s p e d e s ,  so n  o f  t h e  

G o v e rn o r ,  r a n  away fro m  home t o  b e  w i t h  them . Young A n to n io  

p l a y e d  h i s  g u i t a r  a n d  s a n g  f o r  t h e  y o ung  women i n  t h e  g r o u p . 

Brown r e t u r n e d  t h e  young man t o  h i s  p a r e n t s  i n  A u g u s t
21a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  n o t e  b e g g in g  l e n i e n c y  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r .

Brown w r o t e  to  G o v e rn o r  Z e s p e d e s  fro m  S t .  M a ry 's  J u l y  1 0 ,

1785 , t h a n k i n g  h im  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  f a v o r s  and

e x p r e s s i n g  r e g r e t s  o f  l e a v i n g  S t .  A u g u s t i n e .  Z e s p e d e s '

r e p l y  o f  J u l y  18 e x p r e s s e d  s i m i l a r ,  r e g r e t s  f o r  B ro w n 's

d e p a r t u r e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  f u t u r e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  " o r  commands,
22w i t h  w h ic h  I  s h a l l  a lw ay s  b e  m o s t  h a p p y  to  c o m p ly ."

E a r l y  s c h o l a r s  d i d  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  Bahamas due t o  L o y a l i s t  im m ig ra 

t i o n .  They  c o n t e n t e d  th e m s e lv e s  w i t h  g i v i n g  t h e  num ber i n  

1773 a s  2 ,0 5 2  w h i t e s  and  2 ,2 4 1  b l a c k s  a n d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  was " c o n s i d e r a b l y  a u g m en ted  b y  t h e  im m ig r a n ts  

f ro m  N o r th  A m e r ic a ."  A c c o rd in g  t o  a  c e n s u s  o f  1782 , nam in g  

s e v e n  i s l a n d s ,  t h e  t o t a l  num ber o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  was 4 ,0 0 2 ,  

w i t h  l e s s  th a n  o n e - f o u r t h  b e i n g  N e g r o e s .  The p o p u l a t i o n  was 

i n c r e a s e d  b y  6 ,0 0 0  to  7 ,0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  b o t h  r a c e s  from  

J u n e ,  1 7 8 3 , t o  A p r i l ,  1 7 8 5 .^ ^

21 H e le n  H o m b e ck  T a n n e r ,  Z e s p e d e s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a  
1 7 8 4 -1 7 9 0 ( C o r a l  G a b le s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Miami P r e s s ,  l 9 6 3 ) ,
p . 69 .

^ ^ L o ck ey , E a s t  F l o r i d a , p p .  5 6 8 -6 9 .
2 3 S i e b e r t ,  L egacy  o f  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n , p .  2 2 .
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J o h a n n  D av id  S c h o e p f ,  a  German, t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y

i n  t h e  Bahamas i n  1 7 8 3 -1 7 8 4 .  I n  h i s  w o rk ,  T r a v e l s  i n  t h e

C o n f e d e r a t i o n , h e  g iv e s  a  t h o r o u g h  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  N a s s a u ,

t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  P r o v id e n c e  a n d  f i r s t  s t o p  f o r

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s .

, . . The h o u s e s  w ere  wooden an d  l i g h t l y  b u i l t  a c c o r d i n g  
w i t h  t h e  c l i m a t e .  No ch im n ey s  and  o n ly  a  few g l a s s  
windows w e re  u s e d .  G o v e rn o r  M axwell l i v e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  
h o u se  on a  h i g h  h i l l .  The p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  w ere  a  
c h u r c h  a n d  an A s s e m b ly -h o u s e .  A b u i l d i n g  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r  
w i t h  o n ly  a  r o o f  ser^red  a s  an  open  m a r k e t  f o r  p u b l i c  
s a l e s  o f  g o o d s .  I t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  
b u y e r s ,  s e l l e r s ,  s h i p ' s  c a p t a i n s  o r  anyone  w a n t in g  t o  
h e a r  n ew s. The s t r e e t s  w ere  made o f  n a t u r a l  s t o n e . 24

The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e

S c h o e p f ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  "no  q u a r t e r s  w e re  t o  b e

h a d ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e  h o u s e s  w ere  f i l l e d  w i t h  r e f u i e s  [ s i c ]

e s c a p e d  f ro m  N o r th  A m erica  . . . and  many A m e ric an s  p r e s e n t

who h a d  b e e n  b a n i s h e d  f rom  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  G e o rg ia  and  S o u th

C a r o l i n a  . . . a n d  w ere  e x p e c t i n g  h e r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r
25t r i a l s  o f  a  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e t u r n . "

The l a s t  L o y a l i s t s  f rom  E a s t  F l o r i d a  l a n d e d  i n  

N a ssau  S e p te m b e r ,  1785 . B ecau se  th e y  w e re  l a t e  i n  a r r i v i n g ,  

th e y  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  and  p l a n t a t i o n  t o o l s  l i k e  

t h e  e a r l y  im m ig r a n t s .  They  w e re  d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  " t h e  

p o o r e r  s o r t ,  d e s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  and

^ ^ J o h a n n  D av id  S c h o e p f ,  T r a v e l s  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  
1 7 8 3 -1 7 8 4 ,  t r a n s .  A l f r e d  J .  M o r r i s o n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W i l l i a m
J .  C am p b e l l ,  1 9 1 1 ) ,  p .  22 .

Z ^ l b i d . ,  p .  264 .
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p e r i s h i n g  d a i l y . "  The Bahama a g e n t  i n  London was n o t i f i e d

o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  im m ed ia te  r e l i e f  f rom  t h e
26B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t .

S i e b e r t  d e s c r i b e s  N a ssa u  a s  a lm o s t  a  r u i n  a f t e r  a  

h u r r i c a n e  i n  1785 . B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l  M cA rthur an d  

L i e u t e n a n t  W ilso n  w o rk ed  to  h e l p  r e b u i l d  t h e  to w n . They 

c o n s t r u c t e d  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  gunpow der and  s u p p l i e s  n e a r  t h e  

F o r t .  N a s s a u ' s  r e c o v e r y  was f u r t h e r  a c c e l e r a t e d  b y  th e  

a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  who p ro m o ted  commerce, s h i p 

b u i l d i n g ,  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e .  C o t to n  p l a n t i n g  

i n c r e a s e d  f ro m  2 ,4 7 0  a c r e s  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  1785 t o  

4 ,3 0 0  a c r e s  i n  1787 .

The L o y a l i s t s  who e m i g r a t e d  f ro m  F l o r i d a  t o  t h e  

Bahamas w e re  p a r t i a l l y  c o m p e n s a te d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t 

f o r  t h e i r  l o s s e s  on t h e  C o n t i n e n t .  Much o f  t h a t  com pensa

t i o n  w o u ld  be  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  l a n d  c la im s  on th e  C a ic o s  

I s l a n d s .

^ ^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  192 .
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CHAPTER VI

CLAIMS AND COMPENSATION

The f i r s t  L o y a l i s t s  who f l e d  t o  t h e  Bahamas h a d  

a c t u a l l y  gone e a r l y  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  

t h e y  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  t h e  t u r m o i l  o f  t h e  w a r .  F o l lo w in g  a 

S p a n is h  i n v a s i o n ,  l a u n c h e d  f ro m  Cuba, B ah am a 's  G overno r  Jo h n  

M axw ell c a p i t u l a t e d  on May 8 , 1 7 82 . The S p a n is h  o f f e r e d  

l i b e r a l  te rm s  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s .  They h a d  e i g h t e e n  

m on ths  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  an d  l e a v e  o r  t h e y  c o u ld  

become S p a n i s h  s u b j e c t s  a n d  s t a y .  M axw ell an d  o t h e r  g o v e rn 

m ent o f f i c i a l s  w e n t  t o  E n g la n d  and  some L o y a l i s t s  j o i n e d

t h e i r  com rades  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a . ^

The fo r m a l  t r e a t y  e n d in g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War was 

s i g n e d  on S e p te m b e r  3 , 1783 , b u t  t h e  S p a n i s h  w ere  t o  r e t a i n

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Bahamas u n t i l  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  t r e a t i e s  w ere

s i g n e d  an d  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  y e a r s  l a t e r .  M ean w h ile ,  L i e u t e n a n t -  

C o lo n e l  Andrew D eveaux o f  t h e  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  m i l i t i a ,  an  

e x i l e  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  h a d  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .

In  A p r i l ,  1783 , D eveaux , w i t h  a  h a n d f u l  o f  s e t t l e r s  and  

N egro  s l a v e s ,  s e t  o u t  b y  n i g h t  f o r  New P r o v id e n c e .  They

^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  182.
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s u r p r i s e d  th e  s l e e p i n g  g a r r i s o n  and  c a p t u r e d  F o r t  M ontagu

w i t h o u t  f i r i n g  a  s h o t .  The S p a n is h  g o v e r n o r  s u r r e n d e r e d

a f t e r  a  few s h o t s  w ere  f i r e d  a t  h i s  h o u s e . The n e x t  m o rn in g

th e  S p a n is h  w ere  a lm o s t  e m b a r r a s s e d  when t h e y  s u r v e y e d  t h e i r

c a p t o r s .  They w ere  d i s g u i s e d  a s  I n d i a n s  i n  an  e f f o r t  to

i n t i m i d a t e  t h e  S p a n is h  and  m o s t  h u m i l i a t i n g  w e re  t h e  "men o f
2

s t r a w  . . . d r e s t  o u t  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  n u m b e r s ."

G o v e rn o r  P a t r i c k  Tonyn o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  

a c t i o n  to  t h e  Home S e c r e t a r y ,  May 1 5 , 1783 . Tonyn p r a i s e d  

D e v e a u x 's  e f f o r t  and  recom m ended h im  " t o  y o u r  f a v o r  an d
3

p r o t e c t i o n . "

Andrew Deveaux was t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  t o  

s e t t l e  i n  th e  Bahamas an d  t o  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t io n  f o r  l o s s e s  

s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  W ar. He r e c e i v e d  a  250- 

a c r e  e s t a t e  on New P r o v id e n c e  an d  1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  on C a t  

I s l a n d . ^

I n  J u l y  o f  t h e  same y e a r  o f  D e v e a u x 's  e x p e d i t i o n ,  

t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t p a s s e d  a  C o m p e n sa t io n  A c t  to  p r o v i d e  

r e d r e s s  f o r  L o y a l i s t s '  l o s s e s  d u r i n g  th e  R e v o l u t i o n .  T h is  

a c c e l e r a t e d  p r o c e s s e s  to  accom m odate t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

r e f u g e e s .  The A ct o f  1783 was t o  e x p i r e  i n  1785 , b u t ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  num ber o f  c l a i m s ,. i t  was e x t e n d e d  u n t i l

2
C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p p .  1 6 0 -6 1 .  

^L ockey , E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  9 9 .

^ C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  B aham as, p .  161 .
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1 7 8 8 .^  F iv e  C om m issioners  w ere  a p p o i n t e d  and  t o l d  t o  

" e n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  l o s s e s  and  s e r v i c e s  o f  a l l  s u c h  p e r s o n s  

who h a d  s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  p r o p e r t i e s ,  and  

p r o f e s s i o n  . . .  i n  co n se q u e n ce  o f  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  h i s  

M a j e s t y . " ^

The B r i t i s h  c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  h a d  

n o t  beg u n  h e r e .  I n  1782, Jo h n  E a rd ly -W ilm o t  and D a n ie l  P . 

Coke h a d  b e e n  a p p o in t e d  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  

e x i l e d  A m e r ic a n s .  W ilmot and  Coke s u b s e q u e n t l y  s e r v e d  a s  

two o f  t h e  c o m m is s io n e rs  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  th e  C o m p en sa tio n  

A c t .  ^

A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  C o m m is s io n e rs '  f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  d a t e d  

A u g u s t  1 0 , 1784 , g r e a t  c a r e  was t a k e n  to  h o n e s t l y  e v a l u a t e  

e a c h  c l a i m .  T i t l e s  to  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w ere  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  

a n d ,  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  t i t l e s ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e v id e n c e  was 

r e q u i r e d  f o r  p r o o f  o f  o w n e r s h ip .  The C o m m iss io n e rs  c r o s s -  

e x am in ed  t h e  c l a i m a n t s .  They p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e d  t h a t
Q

p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e s  d id  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n .

Hugh Edward E g e r to n ,  e d . , The R oyal C om m ission  o f  
th e  L o s s e s  and  S e r v i c e s  o f  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  1783 t o  17Ô 5: 
B e in g  th e  N o te s  o f  Mr. D a n ie l  P a r k e r  C oke , M .P. One o f  t h e  
C o m m iss io n e rs  D u r in g  t h a t  P e r i o d  (New Y ork: B u r t  F r a n k l i n ,
l 9 l 5 ;  r e p r i n t e d  1 9 7 z ) , p .  x x x i .

® I b i d . , p .  x x x i i i .

^ I b i d . , p .  x x x i i ,

® I b i d . , p .  x x x v i .
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C la im s  t h a t  w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  f e l l  i n t o  f o u r  

c a t e g o r i e s :  l o s s e s  o f  p r o p e r t y  h e l d  b e f o r e  th e  w a r ,  l o s s e s

o f  o f f i c e  h e l d  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r ,  l o s s e s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

in co m e , an d  c l a i m s  b y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  d e c e a s e d  L o y a l i s t s  

p r o v i d e d  t h e  c l a i m a n t  was l o y a l  a l s o .

The c l a i m a n t s  w e re  a l s o  a r r a n g e d  i n  c l a s s e s  o r  

d i v i s i o n s .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w e re  g iv e n  t o  t h o s e  who h a d  

p e r f o r m e d  " e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s , "  t h o s e  who h a d  b o r n e  a rm s , 

t h o s e  who h a d  b e e n  A m e r ic a n s  b u t  l a t e r  ch an g e d  a l l e g i a n c e ,  

and  t h o s e  who h a d  h o m e  arm s f o r  A m e r ic a  b u t  l a t e r  j o i n e d  

t h e  B r i t i s h . ^

Two C o m m iss io n e rs  h e l d  h e a r i n g s  i n  L ondon , two 

p r e s i d e d  i n  Nova S c o t i a ,  a n d  t h e  f i f t h  C o m m iss io n e r  g a t h e r e d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  New York.^*^ The c l a i m a n t s  w ere  r e q u i r e d  to  

p r e s e n t  th e m s e lv e s  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m iss io n e rs  e i t h e r  i n  London 

o r  C an ad a . Many c l a i m s  w e re  to o  s m a l l  t o  m e r i t  t h e  j o u r n e y .  

Some c l a i m a n t s  d i d  n o t  f i l e  w i t h i n  t h e  a l l o t t e d  t i m e .  A l l  

L o y a l i s t s  who l o s t  p r o p e r t y  w e re  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

c o m p e n s a te d .

Even w i t h  t h e s e  p r e c a u t i o n s , t h e r e  w e re  c r i t i c i s m s  

o f  t h e  w ork  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r s , who c o u ld  o n ly  recommend 

to  P a r l i a m e n t .  They w ere  a c c u s e d  o f  h a v in g  a  b i a s  a g a i n s t

^ I b i d . , p .  x x x i i i .

^ ^ W a lla c e  Brown, The Good A m e r ic a n s ,  The L o y a l i s t s  i n  
t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n  (New Y ork : W i l l i a m  Morrow a n d  C o . ,
D '6 9 ) ,  p .  181 .
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L o y a l i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  o f  m oving  to o  s l o w l y ,  c o n s i d e r i n g

t h e  m i s e r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  some o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s .  I t

a p p e a r s  f ro m  th e  t a s k  a t  h a n d  a n d  t h e  c o m p e n s a t io n  aw ard e d

t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t d i d  i t s  b e s t  t o  c o m p en sa te  t h e s e

r e f u g e e s  f o r  t h e i r  l o y a l t y .

Some u n u s u a l  a n d  t r i v i a l  c l a im s  w ere  m ade. W i l l i a m

W y lly ,  f o r  ex am p le ,  c l a i m e d  l o s s  o f  c l o t h i n g .  W h ile  on  a

b u s i n e s s  m i s s i o n  f o r  G o v e rn o r  Tonyn, h e  h a d  b e e n  s h ip w re c k e d

o f f  S t .  A u g u s t in e .  F o r c e d  t o  swim a s h o r e ,  h e  l o s t  a l l  h i s

c l o t h e s  a n d  e n t e r e d  S t .  A u g u s t in e  n a k e d .  No d e c i s i o n  i s
12r e c o r d e d  c o n c e r n in g  p ay m en t o f  t h i s  c l a i m .

The r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  made f o r  l o s s e s  p r o v i d e

v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  L o y a l i s t s .  They i n d i c a t e

o c c u p a t i o n ,  fo rm e r  home, a c r e a g e  l o s t ,  a n d  so m e t im es  m e n t io n

f a m i l y  members. An e n t i r e  volum e o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C la im s
13r e p o r t s  i s  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  G e o r g i a n s .  A s t u d y  by  

W a l la c e  Brown shows G e o r g ia  a s  t h e  s t a t e  h a v i n g  th e  l a r g e s t  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  who w ere  c l a i m a n t s  an d  S av an n ah  

a s  t h e  c i t y  h a v in g  th e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

^^Brown, K i n g ' s  F r i e n d s , p .  28 7 .
12 C la im s ,  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , S e r i e s  I I ,  7 v o l s .  

(O t ta w a :  P u b l i c  A r c h iv e  o f  C a n a d a ) , 2 :1 1 9 .  H e r e i n a f t e r
c i t e d  a s  C la im s .

13 A m erican  L o y a l i s t s .  T r a n s c r i p t  o f  th e  M a n u s c r ip t s  
Books an d  P a p e r s  o f  t h e  Com m ission o f  E n q u i r y  I n t o  t h e  
L o s s e s  a n d  S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , 60 v o l s .  
( P r e s e r v e d  am ongst t h e  A u d i t  O f f i c e  R e c o rd s  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  
R e c o rd  O f f i c e  o f  E n g la n d  1 7 8 3 -1 7 9 0 :  New Y ork  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,
1 9 0 0 ) ,  34 . H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  A m erican  L o y a l i s t s .
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who w ere  c l a i m a n t s . A n o t h e r  o f  B ro w n 's  s u r v e y s  r e v e a l s  

t h a t  f a r m e r s  and  la n d o w n e rs  w e re  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  a s  

c l a i m a n t s  i n  G e o rg ia  an d  o f f i c e - h o l d e r s  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  

p e r c e n t a g e .  F o r t y - n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  G e o r g ia n  c l a i m a n t s  

s e r v e d  i n  t h e  a rm ed  f o r c e s  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h .  T h i r t y  p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  w e re  o f f i c e r s

S p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was g iv e n  t o  G e o r g ia  r e f u g e e s  

fro m  E a s t  F l o r i d a .  A b r a n c h  c l a i m s  o f f i c e  o p e r a t e d  i n  

N a ssa u  and  th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  o p e n e d  an  E a s t  F l o r i d a  

C la im s  O f f i c e  i n  London. H enry  Yonge, c l e r k  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  

an d  a  fo r m e r  la w y e r  fro m  G e o r g ia ,  to o k  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  

c l a i m a n t s  an d  t h e i r  w i t n e s s e s  i n  N a s s a u  an d  f o r w a r d e d  th e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  London . The Bahama G a z e t t e , A u g u s t  1 ,  1789, 

gave  n o t i c e  o f  an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a  f i l i n g  d a t e  to  O c to b e r  6 ,

1789 . The o r i g i n a l  c l o s i n g  d a t e  h a d  b e e n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 7 8 7 . 

A bou t e i g h t y  c l a i m s  w ere  f i l e d  th r o u g h  t h e  N a s s a u  o f f i c e .

A p a r t i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  i s  fo u n d  i n  

a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  W i l l i a m  P i t t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Bahama G a z e t t e , 

S e p te m b e r  2 ,  1786 . P i t t  s a i d ,  " . . .  E a s t  F l o r i d a  was made 

t h e  p r i c e  o f  p e a c e ;  was s u r r e n d e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c  a d v a n ta g e  a t  

t h e  t im e  i t  was u n d e r  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  h i s  M a j e s t y . "  A l s o ,  i t

^^Brown, K i n g ' s  F r i e n d , p p .  2 5 4 -5 5 .  

l ^ I b i d . , p p .  3 4 2 -4 3 .

^^Thelm a P a t e r s o n  P e t e r s ,  "The A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  
and  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  i n  t h e  Bahama I s l a n d s "  (P h .D . 
d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  73.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



81
was t o  t h e  r e f u g e e ' s  a d v a n ta g e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n

p o s i t i o n s  o f  pow er ha..' b e e n  i n v e s t o r s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a

p l a n t a t i o n s .

I n  t o t a l ,  5 ,0 7 2  L o y a l i s t  c l a i m s  w ere  s u b m i t t e d ;

h o w e v e r ,  o n ly  4 ,1 1 8  o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  w e re
18g iv e n  c o m p e n s a t io n .  The E a s t  F l o r i d a  c l a i m a n t s  n u m b ered  

193 / 2 .  C o m p e n sa t io n  f o r  l o s s e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c a s h  p a y m e n ts ,  

a n n u a l  p e n s i o n s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  in co m e , p aym en ts  t o  widows 

and  o r p h a n s ,  p o s i t i o n s  i n  o f f i c e s  i n  B r i t a i n  o r  t h e  

c o l o n i e s .  Some o f f i c e r s  w e re  g r a n t e d  new c o m m is s io n s ,  some 

v o l u n t e e r  o f f i c e r s  r e c e i v e d  h a l f  p a y ,  an d  some w ere  g r a n t e d  

l a n d .  On th e  a v e r a g e ,  a  L o y a l i s t  r e c e i v e d  l e s s  th a n  h a l f  o f  

t h e  c o m p e n s a t io n  r e q u e s t e d .  R ec o rd s  show t h a t  t h e  E a s t  

F l o r i d a  L o y a l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  

am ount r e q u e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n s .  The B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  

d i d  s p e n d  a  l a r g e  sum o f  money i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  c o m p en sa te  

t h e  L o y a l i s t s .  W a l la c e  Brown t r a n s l a t e s  th e  a p p ro x im a te  

f i g u r e s  f o r  a c t u a l  paym ent a s  b e tw e e n  f i f t e e n  and  tw e n ty  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

A f t e r  t h e  c la im s  w e re  p a i d  t h e r e  s t i l l  r e m a in e d  t h e  

p ro b le m  o f  r e s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  an d  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e i r

^ ^ P a r r i s h  MSS, p .  31 .
18 Brown, The Good A m e r ic a n s , p .  188.
19 P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  73.
20 Brown, The Good A m e r ic a n s ,  p .  188 .
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t h e i r  l i v e s .  G o v e rn o r  M axw ell r e t u r n e d  f ro m  E n g la n d  i n  1784 

to  f i n d  in n u m e ra b le  p ro b le m s  i n  N a s s a u .  I n  an  a d d r e s s  to  

t h e  A ssem b ly ,  h e  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  l o o k  w i t h  f a v o r  

on " t h o s e  f o r c e d  t o  s e e k  an  a s y lu m  among t h e s e  i s l a n d s . "  

L e g i s l a t i o n  was p a s s e d  im m e d ia t e ly  g o v e r n in g  t h e  s l a v e s  an d  

an e f f o r t  was made to  s e t t l e  t h e  r e f u g e e s  i n  t h e  O ut 

I s l a n d s .

L i e u t e n a n t  W i l s o n 's  s u r v e y s  o f  1782 a n d  1783 h a d

e s t a b l i s h e d  w h ich  i s l a n d s  w e re  i n h a b i t e d  an d  t h e  k i n d s  o f

s o i l  t h e y  h a d .  Some i s l a n d s  w e re  more d e s i r a b l e  t h a n  o t h e r s .

Abaco a n d  E l e u t h e r a  w ere  n o t  a s  d e s i r a b l e  a s  t h o s e  t o  t h e

s o u t h  a n d  s o u t h e a s t  o f  New P r o v i d e n c e ,  commonly c a l l e d  t h e

W indward I s l a n d s ,  w h ich  becam e t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  i s l a n d s .  H ere

t h e  L o y a l i s t s  c o u ld  r e c r e a t e  t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w i t h  th e

s l a v e  l a b o r  an d  s t a p l e  c ro p  p a t t e r n  t h e y  h a d  known i n

G e o rg ia  o r  t h e  C a r o l i n e s .  T h ese  i s l a n d s  w e re  W a t l i n g  (now

San S a l v a d o r ) ,  C a t  I s l a n d ,  A c k l i n s ,  t h e  Exuma g r o u p .  Long

I s l a n d ,  an d  t h e  g roup  f a r t h e s t  aw ay, t h e  C a i c o s .  G r e a t

I n a u g u a  I s l a n d  a n d  G rand T u rk ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  same a r e a ,
22a t t r a c t e d  s a l t - r a k e r s ,  b u t  no  p l a n t e r s .  The C a ic o s

23I s l a n d s  w e re  r e p o r t e d  a s  h a v i n g  t h e  b e s t  s o i l  ( s e e  Map 1 ) .

21C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  164 . The O ut 
I s l a n d s  a r e  a l l  Bahama I s l a n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  New P r o v i d e n c e ,  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  N a s s a u .

22 P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  67 .

^^M cKinnen, A T o u r ,  p .  1 3 1 .
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The o r i g i n a l  o r d e r  f rom  London, to  g r a n t  f o r t y  a c r e s  

to  e v e r y  c l a i m a n t  " b e i n g  m a s t e r  o r  m i s t r e s s  o f  a  f a m i l y , "  

w i t h  an  a d d i t i o n a l  tw e n ty  a c r e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  was l a t e r  

i n c r e a s e d  t o  p o s s i b l y  one h u n d re d .  S la v e s  w e re  i n c l u d e d  i n  

t h e  " h e a d r i g h t "  s y s te m  and  w ere  o f t e n  b o u g h t  m e r e ly  to  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  a c r e a g e  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  c o u ld  c l a i m .

To k e e p  t h e  l a n d ,  c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  w e re  r e q u i r e d  

o f  t h e  c l a i m a n t s .  Two o u t  o f  e v e r y  tw e n ty  a c r e s  h a d  t o  be 

p u t  i n t o  c u l t i v a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I f  t h e  l a n d  c o u ld  

n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a  tw e n ty  b y  f i f t e e n  f o o t  

d w e l l i n g  h a d  t o  b e  b u i l t  a n d  t h e  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  c u t t i n g  

t i m b e r  o r  d i g g i n g  r o c k .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  many g r a n t s  w e re  l o s t  

and  w e re  e i t h e r  r e - g r a n t e d  o r  ab an d o n e d .  M ost o f  t h e  g r a n t s  

w ere  made b e tw e e n  1787 and  1797 when L o rd  Dunmore, fo r m e r  

r o y a l  g o v e r n o r  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  was G overno r  o f  t h e  Baham as. I t  

i s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w as q u i t e  g e n e r o u s  i n  a w a rd in g  l a n d  g r a n t s  

to  h i m s e l f .  I t  i s  a l s o  n o t a b l e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  New P r o v i d e n c e ,  a l s o  c a l l e d  O ld  I n h a b i t a n t s ,  

r e c e i v e d  l a n d  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  O ut I s l a n d s .

From t h e  Bahama R e g i s t r y  a t  N a ssa u ,  a  s tu d y  o f
25g r a n t s  on t h e  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  was m ade. P r e v io u s

^ ^ P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p p .  6 6 -6 9 .
25 R ec o rd  b o o k s  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  R e g i s t r y  O f f i c e ,

N a s s a u .  A p p r o x im a te ly  500 vo lum es from  1720 to  p r e s e n t ,  
m o s t ly  h a n d w r i t t e n ,  and  c o n t a i n i n g  l a n d  g r a n t s ,  i n d e n t u r e s ,  
m a n u m is s io n s ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s ,  w i l l s ,  and  
so  f o r t h .  "O ld  S e r i e s "  1 7 7 8 -1 8 5 0 .  A, A -1 , B, B -1 ,  C -1 ,
D -1 , E - 1 ,  E - 2 ,  F - 1 ,  M, X -C o n v e y an c es , 1809 , W i l l s - 1 7 9 0 - 1 8 0 6 .
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s t u d i e s  by  Â. T. B e t h e l l  (1914  and  1937) l i s t e d  o n l y  114

g r a n t s  on  16 Baham ian I s l a n d s .  The T urks  an d  C a ic o s

I s l a n d s  w e re  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  th o s e  s t u d i e s .  The a v e r a g e

g r a n t  f ro m  B e t h e l l ' s  s t u d i e s  was 382 a c r e s ;  t h e  s m a l l e s t

g r a n t  r e c o r d e d  was t h i r t e e n  a n d  o n e - h a l f  a c r e s  on New

P r o v id e n c e  and  t h e  l a r g e s t  was 1 ,4 6 0  a c r e s  on A baco. The

Bahama R e g i s t r y  r e v e a l s  92 g r a n t s  made to  72 p e r s o n s  on th e

C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  A t o t a l  o f  1 8 ,1 3 8  a c r e s  was g r a n t e d  show ing

an  a v e r a g e  o f  197 a c r e s  p e r  p l a n t a t i o n .  (S e e ,  a s  e x a m p le ,

copy  o f  o r i g i n a l  Land G r a n t . )  The s m a l l e s t  g r a n t s  w ere  40

a c r e s  a n d  t h e  l a r g e s t  was a  com bined  t o t a l  o f  4 ,5 6 0  a c r e s

made t o  Thomas Brown. The g r a n t s  g iv e  G rand C a ic o s  a s  t h e

l o c a t i o n .  A t t h a t  t im e  G rand C a ic o s  i n c l u d e d  a l l  s i x  o f  t h e

C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  i n  t h e  c r e s c e n t - s h a p e d  c h a in  ( s e e  Map 2 ) .

The e a r l i e s t  d a t e  fo u n d  was F e b r u a r y ,  1789 , an d  t h e  l a t e s t
2 7d a t e  f o r  a  g r a n t  was D ecem ber, 1791.

T h e re  i s  q u i t e  a  d i s p a r i t y  i n  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t o t a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  on t h e  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  D a n ie l  McKinnen r e p o r t e d

M i c r o f i l m  c o p i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom  th e  D ako ta  M ic r o f i lm  
C o . ,  345 O range  A v e . ,  O r la n d o ,  F l o r i d a .  May be  p u r c h a s e d  
o n l y  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Baham ian g o v e rn m e n t .  T h i s  copy  
w i l l  b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  Todd L i b r a r y ,  M id d le  T e n n e s s e e  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Bahama R e g i s t r y .

2 6 A. T a l b o t  B e t h e l l ,  The E a r l y  S e t t l e r s  o f  th e  
B a h a ^  I s l a n d s  W ith  a  B r i e f  A c co u n t  o f  t h e  A m erican  
R e v o l u t i o n ,  q u o te d  i n  C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, 
p .  165 . ----------------------------

2 7 Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  A, B, C, D, E.
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t h a t ,  b e f o r e  1800 , tw e lv e  h e a d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  an d  two o r  t h r e e  

h u n d re d  s l a v e s  o c c u p ie d  t h e  I s l a n d s .  When McKinnen v i s i t e d

th e  I s l a n d s  i n  1803 , h e  m e n t io n e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  one
2 8" g e n t le m a n  a l o n e "  h a d  s i x  h u n d re d  s l a v e s . A m i s s i o n a r y ,

Jo h n  R i c h a r d s ,  e s t i m a t e d  man] v f  th e  O ut I s l a n d s '  p o p u l a t i o n s
2 9i n  1790 . The C a ic o s  was shown a s  h a v in g  900 i n h a b i t a n t s .

H. E . S a d l e r ,  q u o t i n g  an  unnamed London p u b l i c a t i o n ,  s a y s

more t h a n  40 w h i t e  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d  t h e  C a ic o s ,  b r i n g i n g
30w i t h  them  1 ,2 0 0  s l a v e s .  Names on a p p r a i s a l s  an d  

c o n v e y a n c e s  b r i n g  th e  num ber o f  p l a n t a t i o n s  t o  o v e r  e i g h t y .  

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  some o f  t h e  g r a n t s  p r o b a b l y  w ere  n e v e r  

e x e r c i s e d ,  S a d l e r ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  w ould  b e  more n e a r l y  c o r r e c t  

th a n  M cK innen ' s .

The t o t a l  a c r e a g e  g r a n t e d  on N o r th  C a ic o s  was 1 0 ,0 9 0  

an d  a v e r a g e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  306 a c r e s  p e r  g r a n t  (33  g r a n t s ) ; 

th e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  g r a n t e d  on M idd le  C a ic o s  was 4 ,8 1 4  a c r e s  

and  a v e r a g e d  267 a c r e s  p e r  g r a n t  (18 g r a n t s ) . The m i l i t a r y  

g r a n t e e s  w ere  o b v i o u s l y  f a v o r e d  o v e r  th e  n o n - m i l i t a r y  

g r a n t e e s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  num ber o f  a c t u a l  g r a n t s  to  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  on b o t h  I s l a n d s  was a p p r o x im a te ly  1 i n  4 ,  t h e  

a v e r a g e  a c r e a g e  p e r  g r a n t  was a p p r o x im a te ly  680 f o r  m i l i t a r y  

g r a n t e e s  an d  189 f o r  n o n - m i l i t a r y  g r a n t e e s .  Even

^^M cK innen, A T o u r ,  p .  132.
29

S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a , 1 :1 9 5 .

E. S a d l e r ,  " T u rk s  I s l a n d s  L a n d f a l l , "  7 v o l s .  
(G rand  T u rk ,  B .W .I . :  V i c t o r i a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  4 :1 0
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d i s r e g a r d i n g  th e  h o l d i n g s  o f  Thomas Brown, who was by  f a r  

t h e  l a r g e s t  g r a n t e e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  i s  s t i l l  a p p r o x im a te ly  302 

a c r e s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  g r a n t e e s .  An e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  

t h i s  a d v a n ta g e  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h r e e  

p r i v a t e s ,  a  c h a p l a i n ,  an d  a d o c t o r ,  w e re  h i g h - r a n k i n g  

c o m m iss io n e d  o f f i c e r s .  The t h r e e  p r i v a t e s  r e c e i v e d  s m a l l e r  

t h a n  a v e r a g e  a c r e a g e  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  g r a n t e e s  (80 an d  100 

a c r e s ) .

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  o f  g r a n t s  on G rand  C a ic o s .

The l i s t  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  maps o f  N o r th  C a ic o s  an d  M id d le

C a ic o s  show ing  t h e  a p p r o x im a te  l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  l a n d  g r a n t e d .

Some names a r e  o m i t t e d  on  th e  maps b e c a u s e  t h e  l o c a t i o n

c o u l d  n o t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  a c c u r a c y .  S te p h e n

De L a n c e y 's  p l a n t a t i o n  i s  n o t e d  on  t h e  map a l t h o u g h  h e  i s

n o t  fo u n d  a s  r e c e i v i n g  an  o r i g i n a l  g r a n t .  De L ancey  was a

h i g h  r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r  f rom  New Y ork  an d  l a t e r  New J e r s e y  who

j o i n e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n e r s  i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e  o f  S av an n ah . H is

p l a n t a t i o n  was 900 a c r e s ,  a  l a r g e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  h o l d i n g ,  and

i s  n o t e d  on p r e s e n t - d a y  maps b y  i t s  name, " G r e e n w ic h ."
31P r e s e n t - d a y  maps w e re  u s e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  l a n d  m a rk s ,  b o d i e s  

o f  w a t e r ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  so  f o r t h  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  p l a n t a t i o n  

l o c a t i o n s .  A ls o ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  

summer o f  1982 , e x p l o r e d  r u i n s  on t h e  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  to  

d e t e r m in e  p l a n t a t i o n  l o c a t i o n s .

31 O f f i c i a l  maps w e re  p u r c h a s e d  f rom  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  
a t  G rand T u rk , c a p i t a l  o f  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .
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L and G ra n ts  on G rand C a ic o s  a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  Bahama 
I s l a n d s  R ec o rd  Books o f  t h e  P u b l i c  R e g i s t r y  O f f i c e ,  
known a s  t h e  " O ld  S e r i e s "  (1 7 7 8 -1 8 5 0 )

THOMAS ARMSTRONG 
C /1 ,  4 8 . *
26 D ecem ber, 1789
160 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  e n d  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
p i n e  b a r r e n ,  n o r t h  by  C h a r l e s  P a s t e u r ' s  a n d  J o h n  M cD onald’ s 
l a n d ,  s o u t h  by  Jo h n  E d w a rd 's  a n d  G eorge  L o v e e k 's  l a n d .

JOHN BARCLAY 
F / 1 ,  1 4 1 .
12 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
1000 a c r e s  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  on t h e  n o r t h  by  th e  Hon. 
Win. G a m b le 's  l a n d ,  on t h e  s o u th  b y  a  m a rsh  s o u t h e r l y ,  
e a s t e r l y  b y  Jo h n  L o r i m e r ' s  l a n d ,  w e s t e r l y  b y  G eorge  A u g u s tu s  
G a m b le 's  l a n d .

ROBERT BASDEN 
C /1 ,  4 5 .
19 D ecem ber, 1789
60 a c r e s  on G rand C ia c o s ,  b o u n d ed  on th e  n o r t h e a s t  by  t h e  
lo w e r  g o in g  th r o u g h ,  n o r t h e w e s t e r l y  b y  J o h n  B r o m h a l l ' s  l a n d  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN BELL 
F / 1 ,  127 .
12 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
720 a c r e s  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  on t h e  n o r t h  b y  th e  w in d 
w a rd  g o in g  th r o u g h  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  on  a l l  s i d e s  by 
m a rs h e s  a n d  c r e e k s .
F / 1 ,  128 .
12 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
300 a c r e s  upon a  k e y  o r  p o i n t  t o  t h e  e a s t w a r d  o f  t h e  w in d 
w ard  g o in g  th r o u g h  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  on  a l l  s i d e s  by  
m a rs h e s  an d  c r e e k s .
F /1 ,  142 .
16 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
80 a c r e s  on a  k e y  t o  t h e  w e s tw a rd  o f  t h e  w in d w a rd  g o in g  
th r o u g h  on G rand  C a ic o s ,  b o u n d ed  on  a l l  s i d e s  by  t h e  s e a .

JOHN BROMHALL 
D /1 , 77 .
1 J a n u a r y ,  1790
100 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  a t  t h e  lo w e r  g o in g  th r o u g h ,  
b o u n d ed  on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  b y  t h e  lo w e r  g o in g  t h r o u g h  an d  on 
a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d s .

*C /1  d e n o te s  t h e  r e e l ,  48 d e n o te s  t h e  p a g e  n u m b e r , 
26 D ecem ber, 1789 , d e n o te s  t h e  d a t e  t h e  g r a n t  was s i g n e d .
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ANN BROWN 
E / 1 ,  138 .
21 S e p te m b e r ,  1790
25 a n d  o n e - h a l f  a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s ,  b o unded  e a s t w a r d l y  by  
C o lo n e l  B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  on t h e  n o r t h  by  Hugh M cC ann 's  l a n d ,  on 
t h e  s o u t h  b y  Jam es M i s s i c k ' s  l a n d  and  on th e  w e s t  by  t h e  
s a i d  Jam es  M i s s i c k ' s  l a n d .

THOMAS BROWN 
B /1 ,  4 5 .
19 M arch , 1789
500 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  (one  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  to  th e  
e a s t w a r d  by  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  t o  t h e  n o r t h  an d  e a s t  by  
o t h e r  l a n d s  o f  t h e  s a i d  Thomas Brown and  on th e  o t h e r  s i d e s  
by  v a c a n t  l a n d s .

B /1 ,  4 7 .
19 M arch , 1789
60 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  to  
t h e  e a s t w a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  to  t h e  s o u t h  by  o t h e r  
l a n d s  o f  s a i d  Thomas Brown a n d  a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  
l a n d s .

B /1 ,  4 8 .
19 M arch , 1789
500 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  to  th e  
e a s t w a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  on th e  n o r t h  by  v a c a n t  
l a n d s ,  on t h e  e a s t  by  F lam in g o  Pond and  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  
by  l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  to  t h e  s a i d  Thomas Brown.

B /1 ,  4 9 .
19 M arch . 1789
420 a c r e s  upon  t h e  G rand C a ic o s  (one  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  
e a s t w a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  n o r th w a r d ly  by  t h e  s e a ,  
s o u th w a r d ly  by  o t h e r  l a n d s  o f  s a i d  Thomas Brown an d  on a l l  
o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d s .

B /1 ,  50 .
19 M arch , 1789
500 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand  C a ic o s  (one  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  to  
t h e  e a s t w a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  on th e  n o r t h  an d  w e s t  
by  o t h e r  l a n d s  o f  s a i d  Thomas Brown, on th e  e a s t  by  F lam ingo  
Pond, on th e  s o u t h  by  m a rs h e s  and  s c ru b b y  b u s h e s .

B /1 ,  5 7 .
19 M arch , 1789
500 a c r e s  on  G rand  C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  a b o u t  
f o u r  o r  f i v e  m i l e s  e a s t w a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  on th e  
w e s t  a n d  n o r t h  by  v a c a n t  l a n d  an d  on th e  e a s t  a n d  s o u t h  by  
o t h e r  l a n d s  o f  s a i d  Thomas Brown.
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THOMAS BROWN ( c o n t i n u e d )
C / l ,  134 .
26 D ecem ber, 1789
1000 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  s o u t h e r l y  by  Jam es  P r i n g l e ' s  an d  H enry  R a y 's  a n d  Wm. 
W y l l y ' s  l a n d ,  w e s t e r l y  b y  v a c a n t  p i n e  b a r r e n  and  n o r t h e r l y  
by  J o h n  W. M c I n t o s h ' s  l a n d .

C /1 ,  137.
26 Decem ber, 1789
680 a c r e s  on G ran d  C a ic o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  th e  s e a ,  
w e s tw a r d ly  b y  Wm. H enry  H a m i l t o n ' s  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  
v a c a n t  l a n d s ,  a n d  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  G eorge A u g u s tu s  G a m b le 's  
l a n d .

D /1 ,  4 0 .
15 D ecem ber, 1790
500 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  b y  F ig  T re e
H i l l  a n d  t h e  b l u f f  o f  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  John
W i e r ' s  and  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  w e s t e r l y  by  Low P in e  B a r r e n  and  
n o r t h e r l y  b y  Wm. W y l l y ' s  l a n d  a n d  H en ry  R a y 's  l a n d  and  Jo h n  
K e r r ' s  l a n d .

MICHAEL CLARK 
E / 1 ,  113 .
13 A u g u s t ,  1790
80 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  W est
H a rb o u r ,  e a s t w a r d l y  a n d  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d  an d
w e s tw a r d ly  by  t h e  s e a .

ROBERT CLARK 
F / 1 ,  195 .
26 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
260 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  a t  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h e r l y  
by  s a i d  c r e e k ,  e a s t e r l y  b y  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  E s q . '  l a n d  and  
on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN COCHRAN 
E / 1 ,  128 .
4 S e p te m b e r ,  1790
200 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  b y  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  Edw ards an d  G eorge L o v e e k 's  l a n d ,  
w e s tw a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d  an d  s o u th w a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

CHARLES COCKS 
B /1 ,  2 7 .
15 May, 1789
140 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  (one  o f  o u r  Bahamas I s l a n d s ) , 
b o u n d ed  w e s t e r l y  b y  C a t h a r i n e  D a v i s '  l a n d ,  n o r t h e r l y  by  
v a c a n t  l a n d ,  e a s t e r l y  by  C o lo n e l  Thomas B ro w n 's  and  A nthony  
H olm es ' l a n d .
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PRINCE COLEMAN 
E / l ,  5 8 .
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
100 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  B e l l  W orks, b o u n d ed  
n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  V a l l e n t i n e ' s  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  
l a n d ,  e a s t w a r d l y  by  Edw ard  W e s t ' s  l a n d  and  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
Jo h n  M a r t i n ' s  l a n d .

E / 1 ,  109 .
14 A u g u s t ,  1790
40 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  a t  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  e a s t e r l y  
b y  C h a r l e s  Fox T a y l o r ' s  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  J o s e p h  M o o re 's  
l a n d  an d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  A le x a n d e r  M cL ean 's  l a n d .

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM 
E / 1 ,  173 .
23 O c to b e r ,  1790
100 a c r e s  on G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Whole 
Grown C re e k ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  J u d i t h  P o w e r 's  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  
b y  s c r u b b y  l a n d  a n d  m a rs h e s  an d  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  S u sa n n a h  
N e lm 's  l a n d .

E / 1 ,  174 .
23 O c to b e r ,  1790
508 a c r e s  upon  G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o unded  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Whole 
Grown C re e k ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  S u san n ah  N e lm 's  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  
b y  m arsh  an d  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  Jo h n  L o r i m e r ' s  l a n d .

CATHARINE DAVIS 
B /1 ,  11 .
27 M arch , 1789
80 a c r e s  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  G rand C a i c o s ,  one o f  o u r  Bahama 
I s l a n d s ,  b o u n d ed  w e s tw a r d ly  by  Wade S t u b b s '  l a n d ,  e a s t e r l y  
b y  C h a r l e s  C o x 's  l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  by  a  m arsh  an d  n o r t h e r l y  by  
v a c a n t  l a n d .

JANE DAVIS*
C /1 ,  15 .
26 Decem ber, 1789
60 a c r e s  upon t h e  G rand C a ic o s  a t  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  by  C h a r l e s  R i c h t e r ’ s l a n d ,  
s o u th w a r d ly  b y  C h a r l e s  P a s t e u r ' s  an d  Jo h n  M cD o n a ld 's  l a n d ,  
w e s tw a r d ly  by  p i n e  b a r r e n  a n d  n o r t h w e s t e r l y  b y  A le x a n d e r  
M cL ean 's  l a n d .

D /1 , 37 .
26 Decem ber, 1789
60 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand  C a ic o s  a t  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  by  C h a r l e s  R i c h t e r ' s  l a n d ,  
s o u th w a r d ly  by  C h a r l e s  P a s t e u r ' s  a n d  Jo h n  M cD o n a ld 's  l a n d ,  
w e s t  b y  p i n e  b a r r e n  a n d  n o r t h w e s t e r l y  by  A le x a n d e r  M cL ean 's  
l a n d .
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JOSEPH DEMERIT 
E / l ,  63 .
31 J u l y ,  1790
180 c a r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  to  th e  e a s t w a r d  o f  P a r r o t  Key, 
bounded  s o u t h e r l y  by  Thomas W i l l i a m s o n 's  l a n d  a n d  s a l t  
m a rs h e s ,  w e s t e r l y  by  t h e  s e a  an d  m a r s h e s ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by 
B u t to n  Wood Pond an d  e a s t w a r d l y  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN DICKSON 
D /1 , 153.
14 A p r i l ,  1790
200 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s ,  b ounded  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Whole 
Grown C re e k ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  a  m a rs h ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  v a c a n t  
l a n d  and  w e s tw a r d ly  by  J u d i t h  P o w e r 's  a n d  R o b e r t  
C un n in g h am 's  l a n d .

JOHN EDWARDS*
C /1 ,  76.
26 December, 1789
40 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re ek ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Thomas A r m s t r o n g 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by 
G eorge L o v e e k 's  l a n d  and  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  G eorge  C o c h r a n 's  
l a n d .

C /1 ,  111 .
26 December, 1789
40 a c r e s  upon t h e  Grand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re ek ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Thomas A r m s t r o n g 's  l a n d  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
G eorge L o v e e k 's  l a n d  an d  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  Jo h n  C o c h r a n 's  l a n d .

WILLIAM FARR 
B /1 ,  5 .
22 M arch, 1789
380 a c r e s  on G rand  C a ic o s  (one o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  to  t h e  
so u th w a rd  o f  t h e  s a l t  pond  b e tw e e n  P u m p k in 's  B l u f f  and  t h r e e  
r o c k s  b o u n d ed  on th e  n o r t h  by  t h e  s a i d  s a l t  p o n d ,  and  on th e  
e a s t  by  Thomas B ro w n 's  an d  v a c a n t  l a n d s ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
Thomas R igby  an d  Thomas W i l l i a m s o n 's  l a n d ,  an d  s o u th w a r d ly  
by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN FERGUSON 
E /1 ,  55 .
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
184 an d  o n e - h a l f  a c r e s  on th e  G rand C a ic o s  n e a r  B e l l  W o rk s , 
bounded  e a s t w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  W a l ] e n t i n e ' s l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  by 
John  M a r t i n ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  H a m il to n  R o b i n s o n 's  l a n d  
and  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  th e  s e a  and  a p a l m e t t o  r i d g e .
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JOHN FOONK 
E / 1 ,  5 1 .
15 J u l y ,  1790
40 a c r e s  upon  G ran d  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  w e s t e r l y  b y  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  E s q . '  l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  
by  s a i d  J o h n  F o o n k 's  l a n d  and  n o r t h e r l y  b y  Ludw ick S e l e g ' s  
l a n d .

E /1  5 2 .
16 J u l y ,  1790
100 a c r e s  upon  t h e  G rand C a ic o s ,  b o u n d e d  e a s t e r l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  s o u t h e r l y  b y  Jam es H ow e's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  John  M. 
T a t t n a l l ,  E s q . '  l a n d  a n d  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  s a i d  Jo h n  F o o n k 's  
l a n d .

JOHN L E m S FRAZER 
E / 1 ,  31 .
7 J u l y ,  1790
60 a c r e s  upon  G ran d  C a ic o s  n e a r  B e l l ' s  W orks, b o u n d ed  
e a s t w a r d l y  by  J e r e m i a h  T i n k e r ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  John  
G re g o ry  H a r r i s o n ’ s l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  R o b e r t  W e s t ' s  l a n d  
and  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  a  p a l m e t t o  r i d g e .

GEORGE AUGUSTUS GAMBLE 
F / 1 ,  3 .
20 O c to b e r ,  1790
710 a c r e s  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  known b y  t h e  name F ra n k e n  I s l e ,  
o p p o s i t e  t h r e e  k e y s ,  b o u n d e d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  an  arm  o f  th e  
s e a  a n d  p a l m e t t o  g ro u n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  Thomas B row n’ s l a n d ,  
s o u th w a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d  an d  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  th e  Hon. Wm. 
G am ble’ s l a n d .

WILLIAM HENRY HAMILTON 
D /1 , 151 .
2 A p r i l ,  1790
290 a c r e s  upon  t h e  G rand C a ic o s  t o  t h e  w e s tw a rd  o f  t h e  w in d 
w ard  g o in g  t h r o u g h ,  b o u n d e d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  t h e  s e a ,  
w e s tw a r d ly  and  s o u th w a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  and  e a s t w a r d l y  by  
Thomas B row n’ s l a n d .

JOHN GREGORY HARRISON 
E / 1 ,  3 8 .
7 J u l y ,  1700
40 a c r e s  upon  G rand  C a ic o s  n e a r  B e l l  W orks , b o u n d ed  
e a s t w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  L ew is F r a z e r ’ s l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by 
Edward W e s t ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  J o h n  V a l l e n t i n e ’ s l a n d  and  
n o r t h w a r d l y  by  a  p a l m e t t o  r i d g e .
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WILLIAM HASKEY 
F / l ,  1 2 .
27 O c to b e r ,  1790
40 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  a t  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  
n o r t h e r l y  b y  t h e  s a i d  c r e e k ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  A le x a n d e r  
C am pbell  W y l l y ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  Jo h n  C o c h r a n 's  l a n d  and  
s o u t h e r l y  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

ANTHONY HOLMES 
B /1 ,  75.
28 M arch , 1789
40 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  (one  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s ) , 
bounded  s o u t h e r l y  b y  a  s a l t  m a rs h ,  n o r t h e r l y  b y  Thomas 
B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  e a s t e r l y  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d  an d  w e s t e r l y  by  
C h a r l e s  C o c k 's  l a n d .

JAMES HOWE 
E / 1 ,  170 .
22 O c to b e r ,  1?90
400 a c r e s  on G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  s o u th w a r d ly  by  R ic h a r d  
P e a r i s '  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by v a c a n t  l a n d ,  n o r t h e r l y  by  v a c a n t  
l a n d  and  Jo h n  F o o n k 's  l a n d ,  an d  e a s t e r l y  by  B o t t l e  C re e k .

JAMES HYETT 
F /1 ,  177 .
26 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
100 a c r e s  upon  G rand  C a ic o s  a b o u t  two m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
P a r r o t  Key, b o u n d e d  on t h e  w e s t  by  m a r s h e s ,  on t h e  n o r t h  by  
v a c a n t  l a n d ,  on t h e  e a s t  by  Wade S t u b b s '  l a n d ,  on t h e  s o u th  
by  M a r g a re t  J o n e s '  l a n d .

JOHN KERR 
B /1 ,  104 .
13 A u g u s t ,  1789
120 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  B o t t l e  
C re ek ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Jam es P r i n g l e ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
H enry  R a y 's  l a n d  and  s o u th w a r d ly  by  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d .

JAMES LANE 
E / 1 ,  103 .
13 A u g u s t ,  1790
40 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  a t  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  
e a s t w a r d l y  b y  J o s e p h  M o r r i s  M o o re 's  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  
Tliomas B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d  and  
s o u th w a r d ly  b y  A le x a n d e r  McLean’ s l a n d .
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AMBROSE LEE 
E / l ,  153 .
5 O c to b e r ,  1790
100 a c r e s  on G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  b y  Wm. W y l l y ' s  
l a n d ,  n o r t h e r l y  by a  a p r t  o f  C o lo n e l  B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  and  on  
th e  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN LORIMER 
F /1 ,  163 .
23 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
504 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Whole 
Grown C re e k ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  R o b e r t  C u n n in g h a m 's  l a n d ,  
w e s tw a r d ly  by  Wm. G a m b le 's  l a n d  a n d  s o u th w a r d ly  by  a  m a rsh .

GEORGE LOVEEK 
D /1 , 31.
26 D ecem ber, 1789
40 a c r e s  upon  t h e  G rand  C a ic o s  a t  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  Jo h n  E d w a rd 's  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  
b y  Jo h n  C o c h r a n 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  p i n e  b a r r e n  
l a n d  a n d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Thomas A r m s t r o n g 's  l a n d .

C /1 ,  1 1 0 .*
26 D ecem ber, 1789
40 a c r e s  upon t h e  G rand  C a ic o s  a t  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  Jo h n  E d w a r d 's  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  
b y  Jo h n  C o c h r a n 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  p i n e  b a r r e n  
l a n d  a n d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Thomas A r m s t r o n g 's  l a n d .

JOHN MARTIN 
E / 1 ,  6 0 .
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
200 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  a t  t h e  w e s t  e n d  o f  B e l l  Works 
b r a n c h i n g  e a s t w a r d l y  by  P r i n c e  C o le m a n 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
H a m il to n  R o b i n s o n 's  l a n d  a n d  s o u t h e r l y  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d .

HUGH McCANN 
E / 1 ,  19 2 .
16 A u g u s t ,  1790
25 and  o n e - h a l f  a c r e s  upon  G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  e a s t w a r d l y  
by  C o l .  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  s a i d  Hugh 
M cC ann 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  Jam es M i s s i c k ' s  l a n d .

E / 1 ,  108 .
13 A u g u s t ,  1790
100 a c r e s  on G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  Thomas 
B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  n o r t h e r l y  b y  W i l l i a m  K e r r ' s  l a n d ,  w e s t e r l y  by  
Wade S tu b b s '  l a n d  a n d  Jam es M i s s i c k ' s  l a n d ,  and  s o u t h e r l y  by  
Ann Brown' s l a n d .
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JOHN MCDONALD 
B /1 ,  17 2 .
31 D ecem ber, 1789
100 a c r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  on B o t t l e  C re e k ,  bounded  e a s t e r l y  
b y  t h e  s a i d  c r e e k ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  C h a r le s  R i c h t e r ' s  l a n d ,  
w e s t e r l y  b y  C h a r l e s  P a s t e u r ' s  l a n d  and s o u th w a r d ly  by  Thomas 
A r m s t r o n g 's  l a n d .

MARTIN McEVOY 
F / 1 ,  7 .
1 N ovem ber, 1790
750 a c r e s  upon G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  
P e t t y ' s  l a n d  a n d  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  e a s t w a r d l y  by  l a n d  a p p l i e d  f o r  
b y  Jo h n  B e l l ,  E s q u i r e ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  m a rsh e s  and w e s tw a r d ly  
b y  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN McINTOSH 
F / 1 ,  5 7 .
14 D ecem ber, 1790
750 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  a b o u t  two a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  up 
B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  on t h e  s o u t h  by  Thomas B row n 's  l a n d ,  
on  t h e  e a s t  b y  s a i d  c r e e k ,  on t h e  w e s t  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d  an d  on 
th e  n o r t h  by  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s '  l a n d .

F / 1 ,  5 8 .
14 D ecem ber, 1790
180 a c r e s  upon G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  s a i d  Jo h n  
M c I n to s h '  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  C o lo n e l  T. B row n 's  l a n d  and  
on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN McKINZIE 
F / 1 ,  13 6 .
21 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
200 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  on a  p a r t  o f  th e  B lue M o u n ta in s ,  
b o u n d e d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  s a n d y  l a n d  on t h e  s e a ,  e a s t w a r d l y  by  
v a c a n t  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  th e  s a l i n a s ,  and  w e s tw a rd ly  by  
Jo h n  P e t t y ' s  l a n d .

ALEXANDER McLEAN 
D /1 ,  74 .
21 D ecem ber, 1789
100 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand  C a ic o s  on  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  bounded  
e a s t w a r d l y  by  t h e  s a i d  c r e e k ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  C h a r le s  
R i c h t e r ' s  l a n d  a n d  J a n e  D a v is '  l a n d ,  an d  on o t h e r  s i d e s  by 
v a c a n t  l a n d .

JAMES MIS SICK 
C /1 ,  5 9 .
26 D ecem ber, 1789
100 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand C a ic o s  (one  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s ) , 
b o u n d e d  e a s t e r l y  by  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  w e s t e r l y  by  John  P e n n 's  
l a n d  a n d  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  a n d  s o u t h e r l y  by Wade S tu b b s '  l a n d .
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JAMES MISSICK ( c o n t i n u e d )
F / l ,  144 .
16 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
216 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  on th e  s o u th w e s t  p o i n t  n e a r  
P a r r o t  Key, b o u n d ed  n o r t h e r l y  b y  R ic h a r d  S tu b b s '  l a n d ,  e a s t 
w a r d ly  b y  Wade S t u b b s '  l a n d ,  a n d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  t h e  
s e a ,  m an g ro v es  a n d  m a r s h e s .

JOSEPH MORRIS MOORE 
E / 1 ,  90 .
14 A u g u s t ,  1790
40 a c r e s  upon  G ra rd  C a ic o s  a t  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  e a s t 
w a r d l y  b y  Jo h n  W eir  a n d  C h a r l e s  Fox T a y l o r ' s  l a n d ,  
n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  Jam es 
L a n e 's  l a n d  an d  s o u th w a r d ly  by  P r i n c e  C o le m a n 's  l a n d .

CHARLES PASTEUR 
C /1 ,  60 .
26 D ecem ber, 1789
40 a c r e s  on  G rand  C a ic o s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  
b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  b y  Jo h n  M cD o n a ld 's  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  
J a n e  D a v i s '  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  p i n e  b a r r e n  an d  s o u th w a r d ly  
b y  Thomas A r m s t r o n g 's  l a n d .

RICHARD PEARIS, JUNIOR 
E / 1 ,  8 3 .
9 A u g u s t ,  1790
400 a c r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  on B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  
s o u th w a r d ly  by  th e  s a i d  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s '  l a n d  a n d  Jo h n  
M c I n t o s h ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  
Jam es H ow e's  l a n d  a n d  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  a n d  e a s t w a r d l y  by  s a i d  
R ic h a r d  P e a r i s '  l a n d  an d  B u tto n w o o d  s c r u b b s  on B o t t l e  C re e k .

JOHN PENN 
D /1 , 5 0 .
26 D ecem ber, 1789
200 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s ) , 
b o u n d ed  on  t h e  s o u t h  by  R ic h a r d  S tu b b s '  an d  Wade S tu b b s '  
l a n d ,  on t h e  e a s t  b y  Jam es M i s s i c k ' s  an d  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  on th e  
n o r t h  b y  M iss  M a r g a r e t  J o n e s '  and  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  a n d  on t h e  
w e s t  b y  m angrove m a rsh .

JOHN PETTY 
E / 1 ,  77.
16 A u g u s t ,  1790
600 a c r e s  upon t h e  G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d e d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  t h e  
s e a ,  e a s t w a r d l y  by  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  s a l i n a s  an d  
po n d s  and  w e s tw a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .
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JAMES PRINGLE 
B /1 ,  106 .
13 A u g u s t ,  1789
100 a c r e s  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  Jo h n  K e r r ' s  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  H enry  
R ay ’ s l a n d ,  a n d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d .

HENRY RAY 
B /1 ,  105 .
13 A u g u s t ,  1789
200 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  n e a r  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  
e a s t w a r d l y  b y  Jam es P r i n g l e  an d  Jo h n  K e r r ' s  l a n d ,  s o u t h 
w a r d ly  by  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  Wm. W y l l y ' s  
l a n d  and  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

MARGARET REARDEN 
A /1 ,  12 6 .
27 J a n u a r y ,  1789
200 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama I s l a n d s )  to  
t h e  e a s t w a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C u t ,  b o u n d ed  on t h e  w e s t  b y  man
g r o v e s  a n d  s h o a l  w a t e r s ,  a n d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  v a c a n t  
l a n d s .

CHARLES RICHTER 
C /1 ,  139 .
21 D ecem ber, 1789
80 a c r e s  upon t h e  G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  by  B o t t l e  
C r e e k ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  A le x a n d e r  M cL ean 's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
J a n e  D a v is '  l a n d  and  s o u th w a r d ly  by  Jo h n  M cD o n a ld 's  l a n d .

THOMAS RIGBY 
D /1 ,  32.
26 D ecem ber, 1789
200 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  s o u th w a r d ly  by  Thomas 
W i l l i a m s o n 's  l a n d  a n d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

HAMILTON ROBINSON 
E / 1 ,  56.
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
156 a n d  o n e - h a l f  a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  n e a r  B e l l ' s  W orks, 
b o u n d e d  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  Jo h n  M a r t in  a n d  Jo h n  F e r g u s o n ' s  l a n d ,  
w e s tw a r d ly  b y  G eorge S m i t h 's  l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  by  a  m arsh  a n d  
p i n e  b a r r e n ,  a n d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  th e  s e a .

LUDWICK SELEG 
E / 1 ,  5 0 .
16 J u l y ,  1790
30 a c r e s  upon G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w e s t w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  
M. T a t t n a l l ,  E s q . '  l a n d ,  s o u th w e s tw a r d ly  by  Jo h n  F o o n k 's  
l a n d ,  an d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  B o t t l e  C re e k .
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GEORGE SMITH 
E / l ,  57 .
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
100 a c r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  n e a r  B e l l  W orks, b o u n d ed  
e a s t w a r d l y  b y  H a m il to n  R o b in s o n 's  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by 
m a r s h e s  a n d  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d  a n d  
n o r t h w a r d l y  by  t h e  s e a .

WADE STUBBS 
B /1 ,  12 .
27 M arch , 1789
860 a c r e s  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  G rand C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama 
I s l a n d s ) ,  b o u n d e d  on t h e  w e s t  by Jam es M i s s i c k ' s  l a n d ,  
e a s t e r l y  by  C a t h a r i n e  D a v i s '  l a n d  an d  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  and  
s o u t h e r l y  by  s a l t  m a r s h e s .

F / 1 ,  117 .
10 F e b r u a r y ,  1791
100 a c r e s  upon  G rand C a ic o s ,  bo u n d ed  on t h e  n o r t h  by  Thomas 
W i l l i a m s o n 's  an d  W i l l i a m  K e r r ' s  l a n d ,  e a s t w a r d l y  by  v a c a n t  
l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  M iss  M a r g a re t  J o n e s '  a n d  Jo h n  P e n n 's  
l a n d ,  a n d  w e s tw a r d ly  by  James H y e t t ' s  l a n d .

RICHARD STUBBS 
B /1 ,  1 7 .
80 a c r e s  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Grand C a ic o s  (o n e  o f  o u r  Bahama 
I s l a n d s ) , b o u n d ed  w e s t e r l y  by  s h o a l s  and  m an g ro v es  and  s m a l l  
i n l e t s  o f  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN MULRYNE TATTNALL, ESQ.
B /1 ,  9 5 .
11 A u g u s t ,  1789
300 a c r e s  on  t h e  Grand C a ic o s  n e a r  t h e  m outh  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d e d  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  by  s a i d  c r e e k  an d  on a l l  o t h e r  
s i d e s  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d .

D /1 ,  155 .
14 A p r i l ,  1790
750 a c r e s  upon  t h e  G rand C a ic o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  by 
Whole Grown C reek  an d  t h e  w indw ard  g o in g  t h r o u g h ,  s o u t h e r l y  
b y  a  m a r s h , e a s t w a r d l y  by  John  B e l l ' s  l a n d  a n d  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
Jo h n  D i c k s o n ' s  l a n d .

CHARLES FOX TAYLOR 
E / 1 ,  9 7 .
14 A u g u s t ,  1790
60 a c r e s  upon  th e  Grand C a ic o s  a t  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  bou n d ed  
e a s t w a r d l y  b y  th e  s a i d  c r e e k ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  A le x a n d e r  
M cL ean 's  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Jo h n  W e i r ’ s l a n d  and  
w e s tw a r d ly  b y  P r i n c e  C o le m an 's  l a n d .
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JEREMIAH TINKER 
E / 1 ,  14 7 .
24 S e p te m b e r ,  1790
160 a c r e s  upon G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  by  Wm. H enry  
H a m i l t o n ' s  l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  w e s t e r l y  by  Jo h n  
L ew is  F r a z e r ' s  l a n d ,  and  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  t h e  s e a .

JUDITH TOWERS 
E / 1 ,  10 7 .
14 A u g u s t ,  1790
60 a c r e s  upon G rand  C a ic o s  on Whole Grown C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  
w e s tw a r d ly  b y  R o b e r t  C u n n in g h am 's  l a n d ,  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  s a i d  
c r e e k ,  e a s t w a r d l y  a n d  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  Jo h n  D ix o n 's  l a n d .

JOHN TUCKER 
F /1 ,  70 .
28 D ecem ber, 1790
40 a c r e s  upon t h e  G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  
M ic h a e l  W ood 's  l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  by  Jam es H ow e's  l a n d ,  a n d  on 
a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d .

JOHN VALLENTINE 
E / 1 ,  5 9 .
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
100 a c r e s  upon  G rand C a ic o s  n e a r  B e l l ' s  W orks, b o u n d ed  
n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  a  p a l m e t t o  r i d g e ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  P r i n c e  
C o le m a n 's  l a n d ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  J o h n  G. H a r r i s o n ' s  l a n d  and  
w e s tw a r d ly  by  Jo h n  F e r g u s o n ' s  l a n d .

JOHN WEIR 
C /1 ,  10 5 .
15 D ecem ber, 1789
40 a c r e s  upon th e  G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t w a r d l y  by  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  
l a n d ,  a n d  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d .

EDWARD WEST 
E / 1 ,  6 1 .
2 A u g u s t ,  1790
40 a c r e s  on G rand  C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  J .  G. 
H a r r i s o n ' s  a n d  Jo h n  L . F r a z e r ' s  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  
l a n d ,  e a s t w a r d l y  b y  J e r e m ia h  T i n k e r ' s  l a n d  and  w e s tw a r d ly  by  
P r i n c e  C o le m a n 's  l a n d .

ROBERT WHITEHEAD 
E / 1 ,  62 .
31 J u l y .  1790
120 a c r e s  upon G rand C a i c o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h w a r d l y  by  Thomas 
W i l l i a m s o n 's  a n d  v a c a n t  l a n d s ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  Jam es H y e t t ' s  
l a n d ,  e a s t w a r d l y  by  Wade S t u b b s ' ,  Thomas W i l l i a m s o n 's  and  
Thomas R i g b y ' s  l a n d .
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MARY WILKINSON 
E /1 .  70.
13 A u g u s t ,  1790
60 a c r e s  upon  th e  G rand C a ic o s  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  
bounded  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  E s q . '  l a n d ,  
e a s t w a r d l y  b y  Jo h n  F o o n k ' s l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by Jam es H ow e 's  
l a n d  and  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  M ic h a e l  w o o d 's  l a n d .

THOMAS WILLIAMSON 
B /1 ,  171.
18 Decem ber, 1789
288 a c r e s ,  t h e  same b e i n g  a  k e y  c a l l e d  P a r r o t  Key, s i t u a t e d  
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  G rand  C a i c o s ,  one o f  o u r  Bahama 
I s l a n d s ,  b o u n d ed  on a l l  s i d e s  b y  t h e  s e a .

E /1 ,  179.
20 O c to b e r ,  1790
100 a c r e s  upon  G rand C a ic o s  n e a r  a  r o c k y  p o i n t  e a s t w a r d  by  
P a r r o t  Key, b o u n d ed  s o u th w a r d ly  by  a  s m a l l  i n l e t  o f  t h e  s e a ,  
and  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d s .

E / 1 ,  180.
20 O c to b e r ,  1790
200 a c r e s  on t h e  G rand C a ic o s  a b o u t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  m i l e s  t o  
t h e  e a s tw a r d  o f  B lu b b e r  C ut a t  W i l l ' s  w e s t  l o o k o u t ,  b o u n d e d  
on a l l  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  l a n d .

E / 1 ,  181.
20 O c to b e r  1790
180 a c r e s  on B lu b b e r  C u t Key on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  G rand  
C a ic o s ,  b o u n d ed  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  by  B lu b b e r  C ut C re e k ,  
n o r t h w e s t e r l y  b y  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by  v a c a n t  
l a n d .

MICHAEL WOOD 
E / 1 ,  82.
13 A u g u s t ,  1790
40 a c r e s  upon Grand C a ic o s  n e a r  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  
n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  Mary W i l k i n s o n ' s  l a n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  by  Jam es  
H ow e's  l a n d ,  w e s tw a r d ly  by  Jo h n  T u c k e r ' s  l a n d  an d  v a c a n t  
l a n d ,  and  n o r t h w a r d l y  b y  J o h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  E s q . '  l a n d .

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL WYLLY 
F /1 ,  9 .
27 O c to b e r ,  1790
200 a c r e s  upon G rand C a ic o s  on th e  s o u th  p o i n t  o f  B o t t l e  
C re e k ,  b o u n d ed  w e s tw a r d ly  b y  W i l l i a m  H a s k e y 's  l a n d ,  
s o u th w a r d ly  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d ,  an d  on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  t h e  
s a i d  c r e e k .
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SUSANNAH WYLLY 
E /1 ,  1 1 2 .
14 A u g u s t , 1790
200 a c r e s  upon  G rand  C a ic o s ,  b o u n d ed  e a s t e r l y  by  W ill ia m  
F a r r ' s  l a n d ,  s o u t h e r l y  by  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  an d  cn  a l l  
o t h e r  s i d e s  b y  v a c a n t  l a n d .

W IL L IA M  WYLLY 
B /1 , 1 1 4 .
17 A u g u s t , 1789
200 a c r e s  e x te n d i n g  to  th e  e a s tw a r d  from  Guana R id g e , G rand  
C a ic o s ,  b o u n d e d  e a s tw a r d ly  by  H enry  R a y 's  la n d ,  s o u th w a r d ly  
b y  Thomas B ro w n 's  l a n d ,  a n d  on a l l  o t h e r  s id e s  by  v a c a n t  
l a n d .

* D e n o te s  w h a t a p p e a r s  to  b e  d u p l i c a t e  g r a n t .
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CHAPTER V II 

POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND COLLECTIVE BIOGRAPHY

Thomas Brown was e l e c t e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  town o f  

N a ssa u  i n  th e  B aham ian A ssem b ly  in  1 7 8 8 .^  The f o l lo w in g  

y e a r  he  s e r v e d  a s  c h a irm a n  o f  a  co m m ittee  w h ich  r e p o r t e d  on 

th e  c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  Bahama I s l a n d s .  I t  was a  f a v o r a b le  

r e p o r t ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  th e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p 

m en t a s  w e l l  a s  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  

i s l a n d s  f o r  t r a d e .  In  t h e  same y e a r ,  1789, Brown was 

g r a n te d  4 ,5 6 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  on G rand  C a ic o s . H is  g r a n ts  

w ere  among th e  f i r s t  made on th e s e  i s l a n d s .  W ith in  two 

y e a r s ,  a  t o t a l  c f  s e v e n ty - tw o  i n d i v i d u a l s  h ad  r e c e iv e d  l a n d .

Of th e  s e v e n ty - tw o  f a m i l i e s  g r a n te d  l a n d ,  in fo rm a 

t i o n  o f  o r i g i n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e . The l a r g e s t  

num ber o f  th e s e  s e t t l e r s  w as fro m  G e o rg ia  (44% ), th e  

C a r o l in e s  h a d  th e  se c o n d  l a r g e s t  num ber (32% ), fo l lo w e d  by  

E a s t  F l o r i d a  (12% ). New Y ork an d  New H am pshire  e a c h  h ad  one 

s e t t l e r .  One g r a n t  was g iv e n  to  a  n o n - L o y a l i s t , an  o ld  

r e s i d e n t  o f  New P r o v id e n c e .

^ P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  96 .
2

S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  p .  1 9 5 .

105
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The l i s t  o f  s e v e n ty - tw o  g r a n t e e s  c a n n o t  b e  

c o n s i s e r e d  an  a c c u r a t e  c e n s u s  o f  th e  i s l a n d s  d u r in g  th e  

P l a n t a t i o n  P e r io d  b e c a u s e  on c o n v e y a n c e s  an d  a p p r a i s a l s  i n  

th e  Bahama R e g i s t r y  nam es a p p e a r  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  g r a n t s . 

A ls o ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  a l l  s e v e n ty - tw o  g r a n t e e s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  p l a n t a t i o n s .  G ra n ts  a s  s m a l l  a s  40 a c r e s  o r  60 

a c r e s  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  b e e n  a d e q u a te  f o r  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  sy s te m
3

o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  an  e s t i m a t e  o f  40 f a m i l i e s  may 

b e  a s  a c c u r a t e  a s  a n y .

The m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  s e t t l e r s  on  th e  C a ic o s  was 

p r o b a b ly  fro m  G e o rg ia .  W il l ia m  W y lly  m e n tio n s  t h a t  th e  

r e f u g e e s  came p r i n c i p a l l y  fro m  G e o rg ia  i n  h i s  b o o k , A S h o r t  

A cco u n t o f  th e  Bahama I s l a n d s , p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 7 8 9 ,^  and  C. D. 

H u tc h in g s , a  c o n te m p o ra ry  w r i t e r  fro m  S o u th  C a ic o s , nam es
5

G e o rg ia  a s  a  fo rm e r  home f o r  th e  L o y a l i s t  s e t t l e r s .  Thomas 

B ro w n 's  l e a d e r s h i p  c o u ld  h av e  i n f l u e n c e d  fo rm e r  m i l i t a r y  men 

to  j o i n  h im  on G rand  C a ic o s .

I t  i s  known t h a t  some o f  t h e  K in g 's  R a n g e rs  a n d  th e  

R o y a l M i l i t i a  c h o se  G rand  C a ic o s  f o r  hom es. They p r e s e n t  an 

im p r e s s iv e  r o s t e r ;  L i e u te n a n t - C o lo n e l  Thomas Brown, 

com m ander o f  th e  E a s t  F l o r i d a  R a n g e rs  an d  l a t e r  th e  K in g 's

^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  £ - 1 :1 0 7 ,  C - l :1 0 5 ,  £ - 1 : 6 1 ,  £ - 2 :1 1 6 ,  
£ - 2 :3 3 - 3 4 ,  £ - 2 :2 7 7 ,  X : l l l ,  X :4 8 , X : l l l .

^ W ill ia m  W y lly , A S h o r t  A cco u n t o f  th e  Bahama 
I s l a n d s ,  q u o te d  i n  P a r r i s h  MSS, p . 341

^ H u tc h in g s ,  " S to r y  o f  T u rk s  a n d  C a i c o s ,"  p .  4 .
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R a n g e rs ^ ; B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l R o b e r t C unningham  o f  th e  R o y al 

M i l i t i a  o f  S o u th  C a r o l in a ^ ;  Jo h n  E dw ards who f o u g h t  w i th
Q

C o rn w a l l is  a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  Camden ; M ajo r Jo h n  G reg o ry
g

H a r r i s o n  o f  th e  S o u th  C a r o l in a  R an g ers  ; C a p ta in  Jo h n  M a r t in

o f  th e  R oyal N o r th  C a r o l in a  R eg im en t^ ^ ; C a p ta in  Jo h n

D onald  o f  th e  G e o rg ia  R oyal M i l i t i a ^ ^ ;  C a p ta in  Jo h n  M cK inzie
12o f  th e  B r i t i s h  L e g io n  from  N o r th  C a r o l in a  ; M ajo r A le x a n d e r

13McLean o f  t h e  K in g 's  R an g e rs  ; L i e u te n a n t - C o lo n e l  P e a r i s  

who j o i n e d  G e n e ra l  C unn ingham ^^; C h a p la in  Commandant Jo h n  

C o ch ran  o f  t h e  M a je s ty  F o r t  W ill ia m  and  M ary in  P ro v id e n c e  

o f  New H a m p sh ire^ ^ ; C a p ta in  W illia m  W y lly  o f  th e  K in g 's  

R a n g e rs ;  C a p ta in  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell W y lly  o f  th e  K in g 's  

R a n g e rs^ ^ ; D r. Jo h n  L o r im e r , a  s u rg e o n  f o r  th e  g a r r i s o n  a t

^ S a b in e ,  B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h e s . 2 :2 6 0 .  

^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 :3 1 5 .
Q
A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 5 :2 7 6 .

^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 :3 7 5 .

l ° I b i d . , 1 :9 1 .

^ ^ I b i d l ,  2 :1 0 8 .
12A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 8 :1 5 6 .

l ^ i b i d . ,  7 :2 7 6 .
14

S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  2 :2 7 2 . 

^^A m ericau  L o y a l i s t s . 1 3 :3 7 3 .

^ ^ S a b in e ,  B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h e s . 2 :5 9 9 .
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P e n s d c o la ^ ^ ; and  L ie u te n a n t - C o lo n e l  S te p h e n  De L ancey  o f  th e

18f i r s t  b a t t a l i o n  o f  th e  New J e r s e y  V o lu n te e r s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  

shown i n  p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r s  t h a t  t h e s e  men f o u g h t  a  common 

enemy i n  N o r th  A m erica  an d  i t  i s  q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  

c o m ra d e sh ip  l a s t e d  b e y o n d 'G e o rg ia * s  s h o r e s .  T h is  c o n c e n t r a 

t i o n  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  fro m  th e  s o u th e r n  p r o v in c e s  i s  m ore 

th a n  c o in c id e n c e .  T h e i r  common g o a ls  an d  v a l u e s ,  p lu s  

B ro w n 's  k n o w led g e  o f  " th e  b e s t  s o i l  i n  th e  B ah am as,"  l e d  

them  to  o n c e  a g a in  j o i n  f o r c e s .

T h is  " in v a s io n "  o f  L o y a l i s t s  l e d  i n e v i t a b l y  to  

p o l i t i c a l  an d  s o c i a l  c l a s h e s  w i th  th e  o l d  r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  

B aham as. The L o y a l i s t s ,  t y p i c a l  o f  m o s t r e f u g e e s ,  s e t t l e d  

i n  g ro u p s  t h a t  h ad  e c o n o m ic , b lo o d ,  a n d  common g e o g ra p h ic

t i e s  from  t h e i r  p a s t .  A m is s io n a r y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  th e  
19"C o n ch s"  w e re  " . . .  p o o r ,  a lm o s t  i l l i t e r a t e ,  u n c h u rc h e d  

an d  g iv e n  t o  s w e a r in g  an d  d r in k in g "  w h i le  th e  L o y a l i s t s  w ere  

" . . .  th e  g e n t r y  . . . em ploy  t h e i r  l e i s u r e  h o u rs  in  

r e a d in g  th e  w orks o f  M a n d e v i l le ,  G ib b o n , V o l t a i r e ,  R o u sse a u , 

an d  H um e," a n d  w ere  " . . .  u n h a p p i ly  . . . b r o u g h t  up in  th e

^ ^ P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  206 .

^ ^ S a b in e , B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h e s , 2 :3 7 1 .
19 A te rm  ta k e n  fro m  a  l a r g e  s h e l l f i s h ,  p l e n t i f u l  in  

t h e  Bahamas an d  u s e d  to  mean th e  O ld  I n h a b i t a n t s  who a t e  
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t h i s  f i s h .  P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  
L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  55 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



109
20N o rth  A m erican  s c h o o l  o f  m odem  p o l i t i c s . "  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  

two d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l ,  w ere  i n  

c o n f l i c t .

G o v e rn o r Jo h n  M a x w e ll 's  i n i t i a l  w elcom e o f  th e  

L o y a l i s t s  so o n  tu r n e d  i n t o  d ism ay  an d  u l t i m a t e l y  to  th e  

s u r r e n d e r  o f  h i s  o f f i c e .  The o l d  r e s i d e n t s  r e s e n t e d  th e  

s h e e r  n u m b ers  o f  new com ers a n d  M ax w ell, h e e d in g  t h e i r  

d e s i r e s ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  when tie c o u ld .  He d e s c r ib e d  th e  

L o y a l i s t s  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  L o rd  S id n e y  i n  1784 a s  b e in g  o f  two 

ty p e s :  f a rm e r s  who moved to  t h e  O ut I s l a n d s  w i th  t h e i r

f a m i l i e s  a n d  s l a v e s ,  an d  o f f i c e r s ,  m e rc h a n ts ,  a n d  o t h e r s  who 

w is h e d  to  r e t u r n  to  th e  C o n t in e n t .  He c o n s id e r e d  th e  f i r s t  

g ro u p  w o r th y  o f  m e r i t  b u t  th e  s e c o n d  g ro u p  w as dem an d in g ,

c o u ld  n o t  b e  s a t i s f i e d  a n d  " a lm o s t  w is h  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e
21g o v e rn m e n t. "

M axw ell w as n o t  to o  f a r  from  w ro n g . The B o ard  o f  

A m erican  L o y a l i s t s  was o r g a n iz e d  i n  J u l y ,  1 7 8 4 . T h e i r  

s t a t e d  p u rp o s e  was to  u n i t e  " t o  p r e s e r v e  an d  m a in ta in  th e

R ig h ts  an d  L i b e r t i e s  f o r  w h ich  th e y  h a d  l e f t  t h e i r  home an d
22t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s .  . . . "  The m a jo r  p o i n t  o f  d is a g re e m e n  

b e tw e e n  th e  L o y a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  g o v ern m en t was s t a t e d  b y

20W a lla c e  Brow n, "T he L o y a l i s t  o f  t h e  A m erican  
R e v o lu t io n  i n  th e  Bahamas a n d  B r i t i s h  W est I n d i e s , "  
R e v i s te  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  5 ( 1 9 7 5 ) :6 4 3 .

21 C r a to n ,  H i s to r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  166 .
22 P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  8 6 .
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W illia m  W ylly  . . i t  i s  o n ly  r e a s o n a b le  t h a t  th e  

L o y a l i s t s  b e  a d m i t te d  to  a  s h a r e  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  an d  

. . . t h e  A ssem bly  b e  d i s s o l v e d  an d  a  new G e n e ra l E l e c t i o n  

ta k e  p l a c e .

A d i s p u te d  e l e c t i o n  i n  1784 c lim a x e d  th e  f r i c t i o n  

b e tw e e n  M axw ell and  t h e  L o y a l i s t s .  The P r o v o s t  M a rsh a l h a d  

d e c l a r e d  s i x  O ld  I n h a b i t a n t s  e l e c t e d  f o r  N a ssa u  an d  th e  

W e s te rn  D i s t r i c t  o f  New P ro v id e n c e  e v en  th o u g h  L o y a l i s t s  

c a n d id a t e s  h a d  r e c e i v e d  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e s . W h e n  a 

p e t i t i o n  w as p r e s e n t e d  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  th e  

A ssem bly  d e f e r r e d  any  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  S even  L o y a l i s t  m em bers 

w ith d re w  w i th o u t  th e  S p e a k e r 's  p e r m is s io n .  Jo h n  P e t t y  an d  

P e t e r  Dean w e n t f u r t h e r  an d  c i r c u l a t e d  a  p a p e r  o f f i c i a l l y  

p r o t e s t i n g  th e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  A ssem b ly . The S p e a k e r  o r d e r e d  

th e  p r o t e s t  p a p e r  b u rn e d  p u b l i c l y  o u t s i d e  th e  C o u rth o u se  

door.^^

The L o y a l i s t s  h e ld  a  m e e t in g  on May 8 , 1 7 8 5 , an d  

an n o u n ced  a  d e c i s i o n  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t o n e s .  They w ere  

" . . .  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  A ssem bly  . . . a n d  o f  

c o u r s e  n o t  bound  by  an y  law s th e y  m ig h t t h i n k  p r o p e r  to

2 3 p a r r i s h  MSS, p .  37 .

^ ^ Jo h n  F e rg u s o n , f u t u r e  p l a n t e r  on G rand  C a ic o s ,  was 
one o f  t h e  d i s a l lo w e d  c a n d i d a t e s .  P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  
L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  9 0 .

25 C ra to n ,  H i s to r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p p . 1 6 8 -6 9 .
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p a s s . "  Jo h n  F e rg u s o n , Jo h n  P e t t y ,  an d  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l  w ere

26among th e  s i g n e r s  o f  th e  p r o c la m a t io n .

By t h i s  t im e .  M axw ell h a d  b e e n  c a l l e d  to  E n g la n d  an d

Jam es P o w e ll w as A c t in g  G o v e rn o r. P o w e ll d id  n o t  b e n d  to

th e  L o y a l i s t s '  w is h e s .  He c o n t in u e d  th e  A ssem bly  f o r  f o u r

m ore m o n th s  a n d , on  S ep tem b er 2 6 , P e t e r  D ean, Jo h n  P e t t y ,

a n d  Jam es Moss w e re  e x p e l l e d  from  th e  A ssem bly  f o r  t h e i r
27p a r t  i n  c i r c u l a t i n g  th e  p e t i t i o n .

I n  s p i t e  o f  an  a p p a r e n t  v i c t o r y  f o r  th e  o ld  

r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  fo u n d  P o w e ll more d e s i r a b l e  a s  

G o v e rn o r th a n  th e y  h a d  M axw ell. The Bahama G a z e t te  c a r r i e d  

l e t t e r s  u r g in g  th e  p e rm an en cy  o f  G o v e rn o r M a x w e ll 's  

a b s e n c e .  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ,  Jo h n  P e t t y ,  Jo h n  M cK enzie, Jo h n  

M cD onald , a n d  Jo h n  R u s s e l l ,  f u t u r e  p l a n t e r s  on G rand C a ic o s ,  

s i g n e d  t h e  l e t t e r s .  A l e t t e r  fro m  th e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  A baco , 

Jo h n  V a l l e n t i n e ,  Jo h n  F o rb e s ,  and  Jo h n  M a r t in ,  a l s o  f u t u r e  

p l a n t e r s  on  t h e  C a ic o s ,  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e i r  nam es be a d d ed  to  

" t h a t  r e s p e c t a b l e  l i s t . " ^ ®

P o w e ll  w as a  L o y a l i s t ,  f o r m e r ly  o f  G e o rg ia .  He d ie d  

i n  l e s s  th a n  a  y e a r  a f t e r  h e  assu m ed  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  

L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e rn o r . Jo h n  B row n, a  C onch, s e r v e d  two y e a r s

Z G p a r r is h  MSS, p . 4 1 .
2  7 C r a to n ,  H i s to r y  o f  th e  B aham as, p .  169 . 

Z G p a r r is h  MSS, p p . 3 7 -4 0 .
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a s  i n t e r i m  g o v e rn o r  u n t i l  Jo h n  E a r l  o f  Dunmore becam e

OQ
G o v e rn o r i n  O c to b e r ,  1787 .

When D unm ore, th e  l a s t  r o y a l  g o v e rn o r  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  

becam e G o v e rn o r o f  th e  B aham as, th e  L o y a l i s t s  h a d  becom e th e  

s t r o n g e r  p a r t y .  Dunmore f o l lo w e d  th e  p o l i c y  o f  h i s  

p r e d e c e s s o r  a n d  w o u ld  n o t  d i s s o l v e  th e  d i s p u te d  A ssem bly  an d  

a l lo w  new e l e c t i o n s .  The "L ong P a r l i a m e n t"  l a s t e d  e i g h t  

m ore y e a r s  u n t i l  t h e  end* o f  D unm ore' s  a d m in is t r a t io n .^ * ^

G o v e rn o r Dunm ore, an  e x p e r ie n c e d  p o l i t i c i a n ,  fo u n d  

an  a d v e r s a r y  i n  W ill ia m  W y lly , tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  h i s  j u n i o r . ' 

W y lly , a  la w y e r  a n d  c a p t a i n  i n  th e  K in g 's  R an g e rs  from  

G e o rg ia ,  made known h i s  p r e s e n c e  i n  New P r o v id e n c e ,  n o t  a s  

a  r u f f i a n  s o l d i e r ,  b u t  a s  a  man w i th  p o s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  

i d e a s ’‘‘a n d  c a p a b le  o f  s t a  te s m a n s h ip .  He o b s e r v e d  i n  h i s  

b o o k , A S h o r t  A c co u n t o f  th e  B aham as, t h a t  new com ers who w ere  

a c c u s to m e d  to  an  u p r i g h t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  law  w ere  " . . .  

g a l l e d  b y  t h a t  p e r v e r s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  j u s t i c e . "

W y lly  b e g a n  h i s  ru n n in g  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  Dunm ore, th e  

A sse m b ly , a n d  th e  C o u r ts  b y  d e s c r i b i n g  th e  A ssem bly  a s  b e in g  

" . . .  com posed o f  d e s t i t u t e ,  b a n k r u p t ,  an d  h a b i t u a l  

d ru n k a rd s  o f  lo w e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  . . . f o u r  p l a n t e r s ,  n o t  a. 

m e rc h a n t ,  n o r  a  la w y e r ,  o r  an y  man o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  p r o p e r t y . "

OQ
P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  9 5 .

30 S i e b e r t ,  L eg acy  o f  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n , p .  2 5 . 

3 1 p a r r i s h  MSS, p .  35 .
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He com p ared  'h i s  g roup  to  a  c o l o n i a l  a s s e m b ly  w h ic h

" . . .  c o n s id e r e d  p r o p e r  t h a t  men o f  t h e  f i r s t  w e ig h t ,

c h a r a c t e r ,  an d  in f o r m a t io n  s h o u ld  com pose th e  C o u n c i l . "

W y lly  d e s c r ib e d  th e  Ju d g e s  a s  h a v in g  " . . .  u n p a rd o n a b le

ig n o r a n c e ,  w an t o f  common h o n e s ty ,  and  b e a s t l y  d r u n k e n n e s s ."

He f u r t h e r  c h a rg e d  t h a t  a  s o l e  Ju d g e  " . . .  d e c id e s  w i th o u t
32a  j u r y ,  upon a l l  m a t t e r s ,  n o t  o n ly  o f  la w , b u t  o f  f a c t . "

W y lly ' s a t t a c k  on th e  G o v e rn o r was e q u a l l y  v i c i o u s

a n d  b o l d .  He c a l l e d  Dunmore " .  . . o b s t i n a t e  an d  v i o l e n t  b y

n a t u r e  . . . w i th  a  c a p a c i ty  b e lo w  m e d io c r i t y ,  l i t t l e

c u l t i v a t e d  b y  e d u c a t io n ,  ig n o r a n t  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f

E n g la n d  . . . t h e  l o r d l y  D e sp o t o f  a  p e t t y  C lan  . . . and

th e  im m o r a l i ty  o f  h i s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  l e s s  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  th a n

th e  d e f e c t s  o f  h i s  p u b l i c  c h a r a c t e r . "  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  W ylly

a c c u s e d  Dunmore o f  f a t h e r i n g  a  c h i l d  o f  a  woman who w as

m a r r ie d  t o  one o f  th e  S e a c h e rs  o f  C ustom .

Dunmore s t r u c k  b a c k  a t  W y lly  b y  h a v in g  h im  a r r e s t e d

on a  c h a rg e  o f  h a v in g  c a l l e d  th e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  " a  dam n 'd

l i a r . "  W y l ly 's  v e r s io n  was t h a t  th e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  w a rn ed

h im  m ore th a n  on ce  to  s u p p o r t  th e  goveim m ent m ore l o y a l l y .

The t r i a l  w as a  f a r c e  and  th e  c a s e  w as d is m is s e d  on th e
33g ro u n d s  o f  c o n f l i c t  o f  e v id e n c e .

3 2 l b i d . ,  p p . 4 3 -4 5 .
O O

C ra to n , H is to r y  o f  th e  B aham as, p p . 1 7 4 -7 9 .
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W illia m  W y l ly 's  f i n e s t  h o u r  was h i s  a n t i - s l a v e  

s t a n d .  In  th e  e a r l y  1800s h e  w as a c c u s e d  o f  b e lo n g in g  to  

th e  a b o l i t i o n  movement i n  E n g la n d , W ylly , by  th e n  

A t to rn e y -G e n e r a l  o f  th e  B aham as, c h a l l e n g e d  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  

m a s te r  o v e r  s l a v e  i n  1816 . The c a s e  in v o lv e d  a  N egro woman 

named S ue . She was b r o u g h t  to  N a ssau  i n  1809 ; h e r  m a s t e r ,  

w i th  a  m a le  N egro s l a v e  nam ed S andy , a r r i v e d  i n  1816 . The 

m a s te r  a t te m p te d  to  t a k e  S u e , S an d y , and  a  c h i l d  b o m  to  

them  b ack  to  G e o rg ia . W yll> r u l e d  t h a t  Sue c o u ld  n o t  be  

t a k e n .

W y lly  r e f u s e d  to  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  a  co m m ittee  o f  th e  

H ouse to  e x p l a i n  h i s  r u l i n g .  He w as a r r e s t e d  and  

im p r is o n e d , b u t  r e l e a s e d  b y  o r d e r  o f  th e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e .  The 

H ouse, a s s e r t i n g  i t s  c la im  to  s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  th e  C o u r t s ,  

d e c la r e d  th e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u r t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . A p u b l i c  

m e e tin g  s u p p o r te d  th e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  A ssem bly . A t a  l a t e r  

m e e t in g , t h e  A ssem bly  v o te d  n o t  to  g r a n t  s a l a r i e s  to  W ill ia m  

W ylly  an d  th e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  G e n e ra l C o u r t s in c e  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  d i s p u t e ,  o r  f o r  f u t u r e  s e r v i c e s .  T h is  c a s e  

was o f  s u c h  p ro m in en c e  t h a t  i t  w as d e s ig n a te d  " t h e  W ylly

A f f a i r . "34

A f t e r  1790 , when t h e  a u to m a t ic  g r a n t s  to  th e  

L o y a l i s t s  e n d e d , Dunmore w as a c c u s e d  o f  u s in g  la n d  g r a n t s  a s  

re w a rd  f o r  p a t r o n a g e  and  to  e n r i c h  h im s e l f .  A f t e r

S i e b e r t ,  L eg acy  o f  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n , pp ,
3 1 -3 2 .
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tre m e n d o u s  g o v e rn m en t s p e n d in g  an d  o t h e r  u n p o p u la r

a c t i v i t i e s ,  Dunmore w as o r d e r e d  to  r e t u r n  t o  E n g la n d  i n

1 7 9 6 . Jo h n  F o r b e s ,  a  G e o rg ia  L o y a l i s t ,  was a p p o in te d  A c t in g  
35G o v e rn o r . N o t a l l  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  g o v e rn 

m en t d u r in g  th e  p e r i o d  b e tw e e n  1 7 8 5 -1 7 9 4 . The L o y a l i s t s  who 

w e re  new com ers to  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  w ere  a c t i v e ,  b u t  th e  

e x t r e m i s t s ,  su ch  a s  h a v e  b e e n  m e n tio n e d , w ere  e x c lu d e d  in  

o n e  way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  D u rin g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  eco n o m ic  

p r o s p e r i t y  n e u t r a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  f r i c t i o n .  The lo n g  s t a p l e  

" s e a  i s l a n d "  c o t t o n  w as b e in g  grow n a n d  p l a n t a t i o n s  becam e 

m ore a t t r a c t i v e  e a c h  y e a r .^ ^

The f o l lo w in g  c o n s i s t s  o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  d a ta  on 

t w e n t y - f i v e  f a m i l i e s  who e s t a b l i s h e d  p l a n t a t i o n s  d u r in g  t h i s  

p e r i o d  on  G rand  C a ic o s .  Some o f  t h e i r  nam es a r e  fo u n d  in  

t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r s  a s  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  th e  Crown i n  N o r th  

A m erica  and  a g a in  a s  " e x t r e m i s t s "  i n  t h e i r  e x i l e  hom e, th e  

B aham as. W h e th e r i t  w as f o r  eco n o m ic  o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  

t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  c h o se  an  O ut I s l a n d ,  G rand  C a ic o s ,  t h a t  

o f f e r e d  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e  on b o th  c o u n t s .

THOMAS ARMSTRONG m o s t l i k e l y  came fro m  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a .  He f i r s t  w e n t t o  A baco a n d  f a i l e d  a s  a  p l a n t e r  

t h e r e .  He w as g r a n t e d  160 a c r e s  on th e  C a ic o s  an d  a l s o  

becam e a  p a r t n e r  o f  Jo h n  R u s s e l l ,  a  w e a l th y  s h i p b u i l d e r  from

05
C r a to n ,  H i s to r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p p .  1 7 4 -7 9 . 

C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  B aham as, p .  1 7 0 .
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E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  on G rand C a ic o s .  H is  name a p p e a r s  a s  a

w i tn e s s  on s e v e r a l  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s  made on t h e  C a ic o s .

C lo se  t i e s  k e p t  b y  th e  s o u th e r n  L o y a l i s t s  a r e

i l l u s t r a t e d  by  th e  w e d d in g  o f  Thomas A rm s tro n g 's  s o n , J o h n ,

t o  t h e  d a u g h te r  o f  H enry  Y onge, a  la w y e r  an d  f o r m e r ly  o f

G e o r g ia .  Jo h n  A rm stro n g  h a d  becom e a  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  la w y e r  
37i n  N a ss a u .

JOHN BELL was o b v io u s ly  a  man o f  g r e a t  w e a l th  a s  h e  

d id  n o t  d ep en d  on th e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

to  r e s e t t l e  i n  th e  B aham as. The Bahama G a z e t te  c a r r i e d  a 

s t o r y  J a n u a ry  5 ,  1 7 8 9 , a b o u t  D r. Jo h n  B e l l ,  fro m  E a s t  and  

W est F l o r i d a ,  a n d  h i s  t r o u b l e s  a t  s e a .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  one 

o f  h i s  s lo o p s  s p ru n g  a  l e a k  a n d  w as f o r c e d  to  p u t  i n  p o r t  in  

S t .  E u s t a t i u s  "o n  h i s  way to  s e t t l e  on an i s l a n d . "  The 

s lo o p  c a r r i e d  180 o f  h i s  N e g ro es  a lo n g  w ith  o t h e r  

p o s s e s s i o n s .

D r. Jo h n  B e l l  s e t t l e d  on  G rand  C a ic o s ,  w h ere  h e  h a d  

b e e n  g r a n te d  o v e r  1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  1 7 9 1 , and  

a p p a r e n t l y  l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  e a r l y  i n  1 8 0 0 . He 

e s t a b l i s h e d  two p l a n t a t i o n s ,  " I n c r e a s e "  and  " I n d u s t r y . "  An 

e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l  w as made a f t e r  h i s  d e a th ;  n i n e t y  N egro 

s l a v e s  w e re  l i s t e d  b y  name a n d  a g e .  B e l l  h a d  300 a c r e s  o f  

c o t t o n  " h ig h ly  c u l t i v a t e d "  an d  200 a c r e s  in  p a s t u r e .

S e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d .  A f a m ily  ty p e  d w e l l in g  i s

^ ^ P a r r i s h  MSS, p p . 4 5 2 -5 3 .
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among them  b u t  no  m e n tio n  o f  a  f a m ily  i s  m ade. " I n c r e a s e "  

P l a n t a t i o n  i s  i d e n t i f i a b l e  to d a y  on  th e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o a s t  

o f  M id d le  C a ic o s .

THOMAS BROWN. The in fa m o u s  Thomas Brown becam e 

b e n ig n  in  e x i l e .  H is  t a l e n t  a s  a  d ip lo m a t  i n  S p a n is h  

F l o r i d a  n o t  o n ly  a id e d  i n  th e  p ro lo n g e d  e v a c u a t io n  b u t  w as 

b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  th o s e  r e m a in in g  u n d e r  S p a n is h  r u l e .  I n  th e  

B aham as, Brown e n jo y e d  a  m o d e ra te  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  He 

becam e a  member o f  th e  A s s e n t ly  f o r  th e  tow n o f  N a ssa u  when 

h e  d e f e a t e d  G o v e rn o r D unm ore' s  so n  in  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .

As a  member o f  t h e  A ssem b ly , h e  s e r v e d  a s  c h a irm a n  o f  a  

c o m m ittee  a p p o in te d  to  make a  r e p o r t  "o n  th e  s t a t e  o f  th e  

Bahama I s l a n d s . "  In  t h i s  r e p o r t .  Brown recom m ended new 

b u i l d i n g s  f o r  th e  town o f  N a s s a u . A p p a r e n t ly  one b u i l d i n g  

h o u s e d  th e  c o u r t ,  th e  A ssem b ly , an d  th e  j a i l .  The r e p o r t  

r e f l e c t e d  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c i v i c  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  N a ssa u . 

Brown was a p p o in te d  S a l t  C o m m issio n er i n  1789 a f t e r  s a l t -  

r a k in g  was r e g u l a t e d  b y  la w . T h e re  w as no p a y  f o r  t h i s  

p o s i t i o n .  Brown was p r a i s e d  i n  th e  Bahama G a z e t te  a s  an  

h o n o r a b le ,  u p s ta n d in g  g e n tle m a n .

I n  1 7 8 8 , Brown w as g r a n te d  1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  la n d  on 

A baco . A p p a r e n t ly  h e  d id  n o t  l i v e  on A baco b e c a u s e  h e  w as 

e l e c t e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  fro m  N a ss a u , New P r o v id e n c e .  He 

d id  e s t a b l i s h  a  home on th e  4 ,5 6 0  a c r e s  g r a n t e d  on G rand

^ ® I b id . , p .  1 3 5 ; Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  £ - 2 :2 9 0 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



118
C a ic o s . The Bahama G a z e t te  c a r r i e d  an  an n o u n cem en t O c to b e r  

3 , 1 7 8 9 , o f  t h e  m a r r ia g e  o f  M iss  E s t e r  F a r r ,  d a u g h te r  o f  

W ill ia m  F a r r ,  an o ld  r e s i d e n t  o f  N a ssa u , to  C o lo n e l Thomas 

Brow n, " a t  th e  C a i c o s ."  T h e re  a r e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Brown 

h a d  a  f a m ily  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  b u t  no d i r e c t  m e n tio n  i s  fo u n d  

an d  i t  can  b e  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  h i s  w ife  d ie d ,  i f  in d e e d  h e  h ad  

a  w if e  p r i o r  t o  M iss  F a r r .  Two c h i l d r e n  w e re  b o m  to  th e  

Browns : a  s o n , o f  whom l i t t l e  i s  know n, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he

m ig h t h av e  d ie d  y o u n g ; an d  a  d a u g h te r ,  S u san  H a r r i e t ,  who 

l a t e r  m a r r ie d  a  d o c to r  on S t .  V in c e n t .

I t  i s  n o t a b l e  t h a t  M rs . B ro w n 's  f a t h e r ,  W ill ia m  

F a r r ,  w as a l s o  a  p l a n t e r  on G rand  C a ic o s .  He was g r a n te d  

la n d  th e  same m onth  a n d  y e a r  a s  Brown a n d , a c c o r d in g  to  h i s  

g r a n t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  h i s  la n d  w as "b o u n d ed  on th e  s o u th  by  

Thomas Brow n, E s q ."

Brown was t h e  o n ly  g r a n t e e  to  b e  g iv e n  g r a n t s  on 

b o th  N o r th  a n d  M id d le  C a ic o s .  The l a r g e s t  t r a c t  was on 

N o r th  C a ic o s .  N ear t h a t  t r a c t ,  a  p r e s e n t - d a y  v i l l a g e  b e a r s  

th e  name W hitby  w h ich  was th e  name o f  th e  tow n i n  E n g lan d  

fro m  w h ic h  Brown e m ig r a te d  i n  h i s  y o u th .

The Browns l e f t  G ran d  C a ic o s  an d  r e s e t t l e d  on S t .  

V in c e n t  som etim e a f t e r  1 8 0 0 . M rs. B ro w n 's  f a t h e r  d ie d  in  

1 8 0 0 , t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w ere  on th e  d e c l i n e ,  an d  F ren c h  

p i r a t e s  w ere  r a i d i n g  c o m m e rc ia l s h ip s  b r i n g i n g  s u p p l i e s  to  

th e  C a ic o s — a l l  o f  w h ic h  p r o b a b ly  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  move.
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Brown w as i n  E n g la n d  i n  1809 a n d  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  la n d

i n  t h e  W est I n d i e s .  The B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t g r a n t e d  h im  s i x

th o u s a n d  a c r e s  on S t .  V in c e n t .  He w as i m p l i c a t e d  i n  a

f o r g e r y  c h a rg e  c o n c e rn in g  t h i s  p r o p e r t y .  Some a c c o u n ts  s ay

he  was c o n v ic t e d  o f  f o r g e r y  i n  1 8 1 2 . S a b in e  d o u b ts  th e

s t o r y  s in c e  c o n v ic t i o n s  o f  f o r g e r y  i n  E n g la n d  a t  t h i s  tim e
39u s u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  d e a th  p e n a l t y .

B ro w n 's  w e l l - w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

h e  was w e l l  e d u c a te d .  He w ro te  t o  th e  h i s t o r i a n .  D r. D av id  

R am sey, a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  The H i s t o r y  o f  th e  

R e v o lu t io n  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a . He e x p la i n e d  t h a t  h i s  

b e h a v io r  a s  an  o f f i c e r  i n  a  w ar w as no  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  th e  

A m erican  g e n e r a l s .  He gave  ex am p le s  o f  h e in o u s  w ar c r im e s  

c o m m itte d  by  t h e  W higs a g a i n s t  th e  L o y a l i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  

own t a r r i n g  a n d  f e a t h e r i n g .  He d e n ie d  t a k i n g  v e n g e a n c e  

" . . .  e s te e m in g  i t  m ore h o n o r a b le  to  f o r g i v e  th a n  to  

r e v e n g e .  . . . I n  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  Brown to  

L o rd  L iv e r p o o l  in  L ondon , h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  a  m o m en t's  

n o t i c e  h e  was r e a d y  to  le a v e  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  an d  resu m e 

s u p e r in te n d e n c y  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  I n d ia n s  i n  F l o r i d a .
» , ' f • 0- • ##

H ow ever, Brown n e v e r  g o t  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e t u r n  

t o  h i s  S t .  A u g u s t in e  h o u se  on C h a r l o t t e  S t r e e t ;  h i s  e x i l e

S a b in e ,  B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e t c h e s . 1 :2 6 2 - 6 5 .

^ ^ H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  G e o i^ ia  C o m p iled  fro m  
R ec o rd s  an d  O f f i c i a l  D ocu m en ts , G eorge W n ite , e a .  (New Y ork : 
Pudney  an d  R u s s e l l  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 8 5 4 ) , p .  6 1 4 .

^ ^ W rig h t , F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n ,  p .  152.
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was p e rm a n e n t .  He c o n t in u e d  t o  m anage h i s  S t .  V in c e n t  

p l a n t a t i o n ,  t a k i n g  s o l a c e  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t o f  h i s  Whig 

a d v e r s a r i e s  w e re  d e a d , i n c l u d i n g  Thomas G raham , th e  man who 

to o k  th e  l e a d  i n  t a r r i n g  an d  f e a t h e r i n g  h im  in  1 7 7 5 . Graham 

was s h o t  i n  A u g u s t , 1 7 8 2 , b y  C reek  w a r r i o r s  who h a d  e s c a p e d  

th e  W higs i n  G e o rg ia .

The R o y a l G a z e t te  c a r r i e d  a  d e a th  n o t i c e  o f  M rs. 

Brown " a t  S t .  V in c e n t"  in  1 8 0 7 . E ig h te e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  1825 , 

C o lo n e l Brown d i e d .  H is  o b i t u a r y  d e s c r ib e d  h im  a s  a  

" d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  g a l l a n t ,  an d  e n t e r p r i s i n g  o f f i c e r  who h ad  

a c h ie v e d  th e  r a n k  o f  C o lo n e l  Commandant o f  h i s  M a je s ty ’ s 

l a t e  r e g im e n t  o f  S o u th  C a r o l in a  o r  Q u e e n 's  R a n g e rs  a n d  a l s o  

S u p e r in t e n d e n t  G e n e ra l o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  in  th e  S o u th e rn  

d i s t r i c t s  o f  N o r th  A m e ric a .

JOHN COCHRAN i s  o ne  o f  t h e  few  on C a ic o s  w hose 

o r i g i n  was n o t  a  s o u th e r n  c o lo n y .  As a  c l a im a n t  f o r  

p r o p e r t y  l o s s  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  h im s e l f  a s  C h a p la in  Commandant 

o f  t h e  M a je s ty  F o r t  W il l ia m  a n d  Mary in  P ro v id e n c e  o f  New 

H a m p sh ire . H is  c la im  was f i l e d  F e b ru a ry  5 , 1 7 8 7 , and  h i s  

g r a n t  was made S e p te m b e r 4 ,  1 7 9 0 .^ ^

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM w as th e  son  o f  Jo h n  C unningham , a  

S co tsm an , who moved fro m  V i r g i n i a  to  N in e ty - S ix  D i s t r i c t ,

4 2 l b i d . , p .  1 2 8 .

^ ^ G e n tle m a n 's  M agaz ine  95 (O c to b e r  1 8 2 5 ) ;3 8 2 . 
44 A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 1 3 :3 7 3 .
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S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  i n  1 7 6 9 . He w as com m iss io n e d  a  C i r c u i t  

Ju d g e  o f  D i s t r i c t  N in e ty - S ix  an d  i s  c o n s id e r e d  one o f  t h e  

m o s t p ro m in e n t L o y a l i s t s  o f  t h e  S o u th . He s u p p o r te d  th e  

B r i t i s h  c a u s e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1775 when h e  o b je c t e d  to  th e  Non

im p o r t a t i o n  A c t .  He a d v is e d  n e ig h b o r s  n o t  to  s ig n  th e  Whig 

A s s o c i a t i o n  an d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  to o k  up arm s w i th  Thomas Brown 

a g a i n s t  th e  W higs ( s e e  C h a p te r  I I I ) . Cunningham  was 

a r r e s t e d  a n d  j a i l e d  b u t  was r e l e a s e d  i n  J u l y ,  1 7 7 6 . He 

t r i e d  t o  j o i n  th e  W hig f o r c e s  a f t e r  th e  r e l e a s e ,  b u t  th e y  

d e c l i n e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  C o lo n e l Andrew W ill ia m s o n , a  W hig, 

w ro te  t h a t  C u n n in ^ a m  s t a t e d  h e  came " to  s t a n d  and  f a l l  w i th  

u s .  . . .  I  b e l i e v e  h im  to  b e  s i n c e r e  b u t  a t  p r e s e n t  i t  

w o u ld  b e  im p ro p e r  to  c o n f e r  an y  p u b l i c  t r u s t  on  h im ."  I n  

1780 he  w as made a  B r ig a d ie r - G e n e r a l  o f  th e  R oyal M i l i t i a  o f  

S o u th  C a r o l in a  a n d  re m a in e d  l o y a l  to  th e  Crown.

A t th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  w a r , Cunningham  a sk e d  to  be  

a l lo w e d  t o  re m a in  i n  S o u th  C a r o l in a  b u t  h i s  r e q u e s t  was 

d e n ie d .  H is  p r o p e r t y  was c o n f i s c a t e d  in  1 7 8 2 . He w en t to  

E a s t  F l o r i d a  w here  h e  b o u g h t p r o p e r t y  on th e  S t .  M a ry 's  

R iv e r .  I n  1783 Cunningham  w e n t to  Nova S c o t i a  and  l a t e r  to  

E n g la n d  b e f o r e  s e t t l i n g  i n  th e  C a ic o s .

G e n e ra l Cunningham  w as g r a n te d  h a l f  p e n s io n  p ay  f o r  

l i f e  an d  c o m p e n sa te d  f o r  l o s s e s  b o th  in  S o u th  C a r o l in a  and
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E a s t  F l o r i d a .  The B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t was l i b e r a l  i n  i t s  

a l lo w a n c e s  f o r  h i s  l o s s e s .

I n  1 7 9 0 , th e  same y e a r  Cunningham  w as g r a n t e d  608 

a c r e s  o f  la n d  on  G rand  C a ic o s ,  b o th  th e  G e o rg ia  G a z e t te  an d  

th e  Bahama G a z e t te  c a r r i e d  an announcem en t o f  th e  m a r r ia g e  

o f  M a rg a re t  C unningham , d a u g h te r  o f  B r ig a d ie r - G e n e r a l  R o b e r t 

C unningham , to  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s ,  J r . ,  w hose f a t h e r ,  R ic h a rd

P e a r i s ,  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  la n d  on G rand  C a ic o s  a n d  was fo r m e r ly

3 oui 
47

fro m  S o u th  C a r o l i n a . C u n n i n g h a m  d ie d  i n  1813 a t  th e  age

o f  74 .

JOHN EDWARDS w as fro m  V i r g i n i a  o r i g i n a l l y  a n d  moved 

t o  S o u th  C a r o l in a .  He s e r v e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  M i l i t i a  and  

f o u g h t  w i th  C o r n w a l l is  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Camden. E dw ards was 

s e v e r e l y  w ounded i n  t h i s  b a t t l e  and  w as g r a n te d  an  a n n u a l 

p e n s io n  o f  £20 f o r  l i f e  to  b e g in  i n  th e  summer o f  1 7 8 3 .^ ^

WILLIAM FARR w as th e  o n ly  g r a n te e  who was o r i g i n a l l y  

fro m  th e  B aham as. I n  h i s  d a u g h t e r 's  w ed d in g  a n n o u n ce m e n t, 

O c to b e r  3 , 1 7 8 9 , he  i s  a ck n o w le d g e d  a s  an " o l d  r e s i d e n t "  o f  

N a ssa u .

F a r r  w as g r a n t e d  380 a c r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  i n  M arch , 

1 7 8 9 . H is  p l a n t a t i o n ,  " C o t t a g e , "  j o i n e d  th e  l a n d s  o f  h i s

S a b in e ,  B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h e s , 1 :3 4 7 :  S i e b e r t ,  
L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 : 6 ,  3 1 6 , 363 .

4 6
^ ° P a r r i s h  MSS, p .  4 2 1 .

^ ^ S a b in e ,  B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h e s . 1 :3 4 7 . 

'^^A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 3 :2 7 6 .
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d a u g h te r  and  s o n - in - la w .  C o lo n e l and  M rs. Thomas Brown. An 

a p p r a i s a l  made a t  th e  tim e  o f  h i s  d e a th  " a t  th e  C a ic o s ,"  

i n d i c a t e s  a  w e l l - d e v e lo p e d  p l a n t a t i o n  c o m p le te  w i th  s l a v e  

q u a r t e r s .

F a r r 's  w i l l  was f i l e d  J u ly  1 9 , 1 7 9 9 , w h ic h  gave  

" o n e - t h i r d  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  to  h i s  w i f e ,  o n e - t h i r d  to  h i s  

d a u g h te r  M a rg a re t ,  o n e - t h i r d  to  H e t ty  B row n, w if e  o f  C o lo n e l 

Thomas Brown o f  G rand C ia c o s ,  to  one son  W il l ia m  $100 , 

d a u g h te r  S a ra h  B ro m b a ll $ 1 0 0 , and  d a u g h te r  E l i z a b e t h  

F le m in g , $ 1 0 0 ."  F a r r  d ie d  i n  1800 on G rand  C a ic o s .

JOHN FERGUSON was a  p e t i t i o n e r  f o r  l a n d  fro m  E a s t  

F l o r i d a ,  N ovem ber, 1 7 8 1 . He c la im e d  a s  h i s  l o s s  a  l o t  an d

b u i l d i n g  i n  S t .  A u g u s t in e . F e rg u so n  w as a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s

i n  th e  Baham as. He was e l e c t e d  f o r  a  s e a t  i n  th e  A ssem bly  

f o r  th e  town o f  N assau  in  1784 b u t  w as d e n ie d  th e  s e a t  in  

f a v o r  o f  an  "O ld  I n h a b i t a n t . "  H is  name a p p e a re d  on th e  1785 

d e c l a r a t i o n  made by  th e  L o y a l i s t s  t h a t  " . . .  th e y  w ere  n o t  

b o u n d  by  any  la w s ."  He a l s o  a p p e a r s  on a  p e t i t i o n  from

A baco , J a n u a ry  6 , 1 7 8 8 , a s  a  J u s t i c e  o f  P e a c e .

WILLIAM HENRY HAMILTON was fro m  N o r th  C a r o l in a  and  

s e r v e d  a s  a  c a p t a in  i n  th e  re g im e n t o f  th e  N o r th  C a r o l in a  

V o lu n te e r s . He was a  c la im a n t  i n  1789 f o r  te m p o ra ry  

s u p p o r t ,  b e in g  so d e s t i t u t e  h e  c o u ld  n o t  p ay  h i s  f a r e  a s  a

Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E -2 :2 3 4 ;  W i l l s  1 7 9 0 -1 8 0 6 :9 0 .

S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 :2 6 9 ;  P e t e r s ,  
"A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , '  p .  9 0 .
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p a s s e n g e r  on a  s h i p .  H is  s i g n a t u r e  a p p e a re d  a s  a  w i tn e s s  to  

l o s s e s  s u f f e r e d  b y  Jo h n  H a m ilto n  w h i le  f i g h t i n g  u n d e r  

C o r n w a l l i s .  He w as g r a n te d  290 a c r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  in  

1790.51

JOHN GREGORY HARRISON w as fro m  S o u th  C a r o l in a  an d  

l a t e r  m oved t o  G e o rg ia .  S i e b e r t  l i s t s  h im  a s  a  r e f u g e e  fro m  

E a s t  F l o r i d a .  H a r r i s o n  c la im e d  l o s s e s  o f  £303  an d  was 

aw ard ed  £ 1 1 0 . H a r r i s o n  i s  one o f  t h e  few  to  s e t t l e  on th e  

C a ic o s  w hose r e p u t a t i o n  i s  t a i n t e d .  In  1780 he  a p p l i e d  to  

C o r n w a l l is  f o r  an  o f f i c e r ’ s  r a n k  w i th  th e  p ro m ise  to  r a i s e  a 

c o rp s  o f  500 m en. S i r  H en ry  C l in to n  a g re e d  to  th e  p r o p o s a l ,  

H a r r i s o n  f a i l e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  c o rp s  an d  " i s  s a i d  t o  h av e  

r e t i r e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  w a r t o  J a m a ic a  w i th  much w e a l th  

a c q u i r e d  b y  r o b b e r y ."  S i e b e r t  b e l i e v e s ,  h o w e v e r, h e  w e n t to  

t h e  B aham as. He i s  l i s t e d  u n d e r  L o y a l i s t s ,  1 7 8 0 -8 2 , w i th

th e  S o u th  C a r o l in a  R a n g e rs  ; "o n e  company o f  80 men u n d e r
52M ajo r Jo h n  G re g o ry  H a r r i s o n ,  D ecem ber 2 4 , 1 7 8 1 .

JOHN LORIMER'S nam e h a s  s u r v iv e d  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  day  

in  th e  name o f  o ne  o f  th e  v i l l a g e s  on M id d le  C a ic o s .  He i s  

th e  o n ly  L o y a l i s t  so  h o n o re d .

D r. Jo h n  L o r im e r  r e c e i v e d  a  com m ission  a s  a  m i l i t a r y  

s u rg e o n  to  t h e  g a r r i s o n  a t  P e n s a c o la ,  M arch 1 4 , 1 7 6 5 . He 

w as e l e c t e d  a  member o f  t h e  H ouse o f  A ssem bly  fro m  C am pbell

5 ^ C la im s . S e r i e s  I I ,  6 :2 0 2 .

5 ^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  2 :3 6 1 .  1 4 0 .
3 7 5 .
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Town, W est F l o r i d a ,  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  te m p o ra ry  s p e a k e r .  I n  

1 7 7 6 , h e  r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  g r a n t s  o f  l a n d  on  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  

R iv e r .

When W est F l o r i d a  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  th e  S p a n ia r d s ,  D r. 

L o r im e r  w as among th e  p r i s o n e r s  s e n t  to  New Y o rk . The 

r e c o r d s  show t h a t ,  on  A p r i l  2 , 1782 , L o r im e r  b o u g h t a  N egro 

woman nam ed D ia n a  fro m  W ill ia m  G a r id e r  o f  New Town, Long 

I s l a n d .  He f r e e d  D ia n a  Novem ber 2 0 , 1 7 8 3 , w i tn e s s e d  by  

P u b l i c  N o ta ry .

W h ile  i n  New Y ork h e  was i n s p e c t o r  o f  R e g im e n ta l  

H o s p i t a l s  b e f o r e  im m ig r a t in g  to  th e  Baham as i n  1 7 8 9 . He w as 

g r a n t e d  l a n d  on th e  C a ic o s  i n  1791 w h e re  h e  d ie d  i n  180 7 .

D r. L o r im e r 's  w i l l  gave s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s

c o n c e r n in g  h i s  f u n e r a l .  He w r o te ,

I  w is h  my body  to  b e  c a r r i e d  to  t h e  g ra v e  b y  s i x  o f  my 
N e g ro es  ( i f  I  h a v e  any) d r e s s e d  i n  w h i t e .  F o r  lo n g  
s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  me b y  my N egro woman R o se , I  l e a v e  
h e r  f r e e  . . . l e a v e  R ose any two o f  my y o u n g  N e g ro es  
b o m  an d  r a i s e d  a t  t h e  C a ico s  o r  T u rk s  I s l a n d s  w h ic h  
sh e  may c h o o s e . A lso  t h a t  t h e  N egro  woman B e t ty  an d  
h e r  i s s u e  b e  th e  p r o p e r t y  o f  s a i d  R ose b e in g  b o u g h t f o r  
h e r  fro m  R o b e r t  D a r r e l l .

He l e f t  h i s  b r o t h e r  Thomas o n e - t h i r d  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  a n d , to

h i s  o t h e r  b r o t h e r s ,  C h a r le s  an d  Ja m e s , an d  s i s t e r ,  J a n e t t

S o w e rs , t h e  b a l a n c e .

P r e s e n t - d a y  i n h a b i t a n t s  know th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  

L o r im e r 's  g r a v e ,  th o u g h  tim e  h a s  e r a s e d  any  m a rk in g s .  

P l a n t a t i o n  r u i n :  n o r th  o f  L o r im e rs  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  th e
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r e s i d e n t s  a s  h a v in g  b e lo n g e d  to  "M r. L o r im e r s ,  th e  

A m e ric an .

JOHN MARTIN w as a  G e o rg ia  c i t i z e n  who l i v e d  on J e k y l  

I s l a n d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  th e  R e v o lu t io n .  He p u b l i s h e d  h i s  

i n t e n t i o n s  to  le a v e  G e o rg ia  f o r  F l o r i d a  i n  t h e  G e o rg ia  

G a z e t t e , 1 7 7 5 . M a r t in  was b a n is h e d  fro m  G e o rg ia  M arch 1 , 

1778 ; h i s  e s t a t e  o f  6 ,0 3 2  a c r e s  w as c o n f i s c a t e d  and  s o ld  

J u n e ,  1 7 8 2 .5 4

M a r t in  moved to  E a s t  F l o r i d a  an d  w as e l e c t e d  one o f  

n i n e t e e n  m em bers to  s i t  i n  th e  Commons H o u se . When F l o r i d a  

was e v a c u a te d  h e  moved to  th e  Bahamas an d  c la im e d  a  l o s s  o f  

200 a c r e s ,  l o c a t e d  f o u r  m i le s  fro m  S t .  A u g u s t in e .

I n  th e  Baham as h e  i s  l i s t e d  a s  one o f  t h e  members 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  W e s te rn  D i s t r i c t  o f  N a s s a u . He w as c l e a r l y  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  a n d , fro m  th e  b e g in n in g ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e .

He w as a p p o in te d  J u s t i c e  o f  P e a ce  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  one who 

ex am in ed  e v id e n c e  i n  th e  S la v e  T r i a l s  w h ich  w ere  c o n d u c te d  

from  1 7 8 5 -1 7 9 6 . I n  J u n e ,  1789 , G o v e rn o r Dunmore a p p o in te d  

h im  o n e  o f  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  J u s t i c e s  o f  th e  G e n e ra l C o u rt  o f  

th e  B aham as, a  p o s i t i o n  h e  h e ld  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  1796 . 

M a r t in  was s u r v iv e d  b y  h i s  w idow , A nna, an d  a  s o n . W h e th e r

5 5 p a r r i s h  MSS, p p . 3 8 6 -8 7 ; i n t e r v i e w  w i th  S te p h e n  
P en n , r e s i d e n t  o f  L o r im e r s ,  M id d le  C a ic o s ,  J u l y ,  198 2 .

5 4 c a n d le r ,  R e v o lu t io n a r y  R e c o rd s  o f  G e o r g ia , p .  146 ; 
A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 7 :2 7 4 .
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o r  n o t  th e y  c o n t in u e d  to  l i v e  on  G rand C a ic o s  i s  n o t  

know n.

JOHN MCDONALD w as b a n is h e d  fro m  G e o rg ia  M arch 1 ,

1 7 8 8 .^ ^  As a  L o y a l i s t  f i l i n g  a  c la im , h e  i d e n t i f i e d  h im s e l f  

a s  C a p ta in  Jo h n  M cDonald s e r v in g  i n  M ajo r W r ig h t 's  company 

o f  t h e  G e o rg ia  L o y a l i s t s .  He p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  l o s s  o f  

" c o n s i d e r a b l e "  p r o p e r t y  and  a s k e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  h e lp  f o r  

w ounds r e c e i v e d  i n  th e  " t r o u b l e s . "  H is  w ounds w ere  so  

s e v e r e  t h a t  one  arm  w as " r e n d e r e d "  u se ls '^ % ; M cD onald was 

a l lo w e d  £ 4 0  a n n u a l ly  b e g in n in g  i n  1 7 8 6 .^ ^

JOHN MCKINZIE p e t i t i o n e d  a s  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  N o rth  

C a r o l in a  f o r  l o s s e s  i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he 

s e r v e d  a s  a  c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  L e g io n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

an d  h a d  b e e n  l o y a l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  u p r i s i n g .  

M cK inzie  a s k e d  f o r  an d  w as g r a n te d  te m p o ra ry  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  

f o u r  c h i l d r e n  who ra n g e d  i n  ag e  fro m  18 y e a r s  o ld  to  18 

m o n th s  o l d .

M cK inzie  was a c t i v e  i n  B aham ian p o l i t i c s .  H is  name

a p p e a r s  on a  p e t i t i o n  to  p r e v e n t  G o v e rn o r M a x w e ll 's  r e t u r n
58to  New P r o v id e n c e .

S S p a r r i s h  MSS, p .  3 9 1 .

^ ^ C a n d le r ,  R e v o lu t io n a r y  R ec o rd s  o f  G e r o g ia . p .  379 . 

^ ^ A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 8 :9 0 .

S ^ I b i d . , 8 :5 5 ;  P a r r i s h  MSS, p .  39 .
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JOHN MCINTOSH was a  G e o rg ia  c i t i z e n  who was b a n is h e d

59and  h a d  2 ,4 5 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  c o n f i s c a t e d  an d  s o l d .  I n  th e

B aham as, M c In to sh  w as o u ts p o k e n  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  to  G o v e rn o r

Dunm ore. H is  name a p p e a r s  on an  a f f i d a v i t  t e s t i f y i n g  to  a

d e r o g a to r y  s ta t e m e n t  made b y  G o v e rn o r D unm ore.

M c In to sh  becam e a  p l a n t e r  on G rand  C a ic o s .  He

w i tn e s s e d  t h e  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l  o f  Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l  i n

D ecem ber o f  1796 made on G rand C a ic o s .

ALEXANDER MCLEAN w as a c t i v e  i n  th e  B r i t i s h  c a u s e  in

G e o rg ia . He w as l i s t e d  among t h e  b a n is h e d  fro m  Richm ond
6 2C o u n ty , G e o rg ia ,  M arch 1 ,  1 7 8 8 . McLean j o i n e d  Thomas 

B ro w n 's  K in g ’ s  R a n g e rs  and  a t t a i n e d  th e  r a n k  o f  M a jo r . He 

a c t i v e l y  r e c r u i t e d  f o r  th e  R a n g e rs  an d  r e c e i v e d  c o m p e n s a tio n  

f o r  t h i s  e f f o r t  a n d  w as a l s o  c o m p e n sa te d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  

s u p p l i e s  to  an d  fro m  A u g u s ta  f o r  th e  m i l i t a r y .  H ow ever, h e
go

w as d e n ie d  a  p e n s io n .

McLean moved t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a  a f t e r  t h e  e v a c u a t io n  o f  

S avannah  a n d  th e n  to  A baco . In  D ecem ber, 1 7 8 9 , h e  r e c e iv e d  

la n d  on t h e  C a ic o s  w h ere  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  hom e. In  a  w i l l  

w r i t t e n  b y  C. F . T a y lo r ,  McLean i s  m e n tio n e d  a s  a  r e s i d e n t

50
'C a n d l e r ,  R e v o lu t io n r y  R e c o rd s  o f  G e o r g ia , p .  4 2 2 . 

G O p a rr ish  MSS, p .  4 6 .

^^Baham a R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 ;1 4 7 .
62 C a n d le r ,  R e v o lu t io n a r y  R e c o rd s  o f  G e o r g ia . 1 :3 8 6 .
6  3 A m erican  L o y a l i s t s . 7 :2 7 6 .
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o f  t h e  C a ic o s  an d  i t  i s  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  a  s l a v e  f a m ily  b e  

r e t u r n e d  to  McLean s in c e  i t  was a lw ay s  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e y  

w e re  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  The w i l l  was d a te d  1799 . No m e n tio n  i s  

fo u n d  o f  McLean a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e .

RICHARD PEARIS im m ig ra te d  w i th  h i s  p a r e n t s  to  

A m erica  a t  ag e  10 . He l i v e d  i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  1755 on a  1 ,2 0 0  

a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n .  P e a r i s  s e r v e d  a s  a  L i e u te n a n t  i n  th e  

V i r g i n i a  P r o v i n c i a l  R eg im en t a s  a  C a p ta in  i n  c h a rg e  o f  

C h ero k ee  a n d  C ataw ba I n d i a n s .  He a c t i v e l y  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  

th e  Shaw nee tow ns w e s t  o f  th e  O hio R iv e r .  He m a r r ie d  a  

C h ero k ee  woman an d  th e y  h a d  one s o n . P e a r i s  h a d  i n f l u e n c e  

w i th  th e  I n d ia n s  an d  w as s e n t  to  S o u th  C a r o l in a  i n  1768 to  

s e r v e  a s  a  B r i t i s h  I n d ia n  A g e n t. He was in v o lv e d  w i th  

W ill ia m  H enry  D ra y to n  ( s e e  C h a p te r  I I I ) ;  D r a y to n 's  

a c t i v i t i e s  c a u s e d  P e a r i s  to  d e f e c t  to  th e  B r i t i s h  c a u s e .  He 

j o i n e d  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e ra l R o b e r t  Cunningham  an d  L ie u te n a n t  

C o lo n e l Thomas Brown i n  t h e i r  s e ig e  o f  N in e ty - S ix ,  in  

N ovem ber, 1 7 7 5 . P e a r i s  was a r r e s t e d  and  j a i l e d  i n  

C h a r le s to n .  W h ile  i n  j a i l ,  he  to o k  an  o a th  o f  n e u t r a l i t y .  

T h is  d id  n o t  p r e v e n t  h i s  home from  b e in g  b u rn e d  an d  h i s  

f a m ily  fro m  b e in g  c a r r i e d  aw ay. A f t e r  e x te n d e d  e f f o r t  t o  

f i n d  h i s  f a m i ly ,  P e a r i s  and  s i x  o t h e r  r e f u g e e s  w a lk e d  700

^^Baham a R e g i s t r y ,  W i l l s  1 7 9 0 -1 8 5 0 :1 5 0 .
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m ile s  to  W est F l o r i d a .  P e a r i s  was g r a n te d  l a n d  i n  F l o r i d a  

and  was a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  in  t h a t  a r e a .

T h ree  y e a r s  l a t e r  P e a r i s  r e t u r n e d  to  N in e ty - S ix  and  

fo u n d  h i s  f a m i l y . I n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  th e  f a m ily  was n o t  

s e p a r a t e d  a g a in .  A f t e r  th e  r e c a p tu r e  o f  S av an n ah  by  th e  

B r i t i s h ,  P e a r i s ,  th e n  a  L ie u te n a n t - C o lo n e l ,  w as o r d e r e d  to  

go to  N in e ty - S ix  an d  r a i s e  s u p p o r t  from  th e  L o y a l i s t s .

P e a r i s  r e p o r t e d l y  becam e d is e n c h a n te d  w i th  th e  B r i t i s h  and  

t r i e d  to  n e u t r a l i z e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and s t a y  i n  S o u th  C a r o l in a .  

When S av an n ah  w as e v a c u a te d ,  h ow ever, P e a r i s  to o k  h i s  f a m ily  

an d  s e t t l e d  on  S t .  J o h n 's  R iv e r  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a .

P e a r i s '  c la im  was h e a r d  i n  Nova S c o t i a .  He r e c e i v e d

c o m p e n s a tio n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r ty  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  S o u th  

C a r o l in a ,  an d  W est F l o r i d a .  He was a w a rd e d £ 5 ,6 2 4  in  money 

and  a  m i l i t a r y  a l lo w a n c e  o f  £70 y e a r l y  from  1784 to  1808 . 

P e a r i s  was g r a n t e d  400 a c r e s  on G rand C a ic o s  i n  1790 .

A s a l e ,  i n  1 791 , o f  100 a c r e s  o f  la n d  on  G rand

C a ic o s  i s  r e c o r d e d  to  Thomas and  M a rg a re t  H i l l  o f  New 

P r o v id e n c e .  T h is  t r a n s a c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  R ic h a r d  P e a r i s  a s  

a  r e s i d e n t  o f  G rand  C a ic o s .

The G e o rg ia  G a z e t te  an d  th e  Bahama G a z e t te  b o th  

c a r r i e d  n o t i c e  o f  th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  h i s  so n , R ic h a rd  P e a r i s ,  

J r . ,  to  M a rg a re t  C unningham , d a u g h te r  o f  B r ig a d ie r - G e n e r a l
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R o b e r t  C unningham , J u l y  2 2 , 1 7 9 0 . P e a r i s  d ie d  e a r l y  i n  1810 

on th e  C a ic o s .

JOHN PETTY, f o r m e r ly  o f  G e o rg ia ,  o p e r a t e d  a  l a r g e  

e s t a t e  on  P r o v id e n c e  C a ic o s ,  one o f  th e  i s l a n d s  o f  G rand 

C a ic o s .  P e t t y  w as o u ts p o k e n  i n  B aham ian  p o l i t i c s  p r i o r  to  

h i s  move to  t h e  C a ic o s .  He was e x p e l l e d  fro m  th e  A ssem bly  

a t  N a ssa u  w hen h e  c i r c u l a t e d  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s p u te d  

e l e c t i o n  o f  1 7 8 4 . The S p e a k e r  b u rn e d  th e  p r o t e s t  i n  th e  

doorw ay o f  t h e  A ssem bly  H ouse a n d  e x p e l l e d  P e t t y  f o r  h i s  

p a r t  i n  th e  c i r c u l a t i o n .  P e t t y  c o n t in u e d  to  b e  o u ts p o k e n  

an d  s ig n e d  o t h e r  p e t i t i o n s  p r o t e s t i n g  th e  u n d e m o c r a t ic  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  th e  B aham ian  g o v e rn m e n t. F o r  e x a m p le , th e  

d e c l a r a t i o n  May 8 , 178 5 , " . . .  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  . . . n o t  

bound  by a n y  la w s  th e y  t h i n k  p r o p e r  to  p a s s . "

THOMAS RIGBY was a  n a t i v e  o f  E n g la n d , im m ig ra te d  to  

E a s t  F l o r i d a  a n d  p e t i t i o n e d  to  r e t u r n  to  B r i t i s h  t e r r i t o r y  

when E a s t  F l o r i d a  w as c e d e d  to  S p a in .  He c la im e d  l o s s e s  o f  

a  h o u se  w i th  d o u b le  g ro u n d s  on C h a r l o t t e  S t r e e t ,  S t .  

A u g u s t in e .  He i d e n t i f i e d  h i s  t r a d e  a s  a  B la c k s m ith .  H is  

w if e  a n d  tw o so n s  a r e  m e n tio n e d  i n  h i s  p e t i t i o n .  Two 

h u n d re d  a c r e s  w e re  g r a n te d  on G ran d  C a ic o s  i n  1 7 8 9 .^ ^

^ ^ P a r r i s h  MSS, p p . 4 1 9 -2 3 ; S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  
E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 :2 7 2 ,  2 7 3 ; Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E - 1 :8 8 .

^ ^ P a r r i s h  MSS, p .  4 1 ; C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  
B aham as. p p .  1 6 8 -6 9 .

^^A S p a n is h  C ensus o f  L o y a l i s t s  i n  F l o r i d a  i n  1783 
(G e o rg ia  G e n e a lo g ic a l  M a g a z in e . l 9 7 l ) . p .  75 .
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WADE STUBBS l i s t e d  h i s  l o s s e s  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a  a s  

1 ,4 5 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  p l u s  15 h e a d  o f  s t o c k  and f o u r  r i d i n g  

h o r s e s .  H is  s l a v e s  w ere  l i s t e d  a s  t h r e e  N egro  men and  two 

c h i l d r e n .  S tu b b s  was a  n a t i v e  o f  E n g la n d  and  h a d  im m ig ra te d  

t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a .

S tu b b s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p l a n t a t i o n  on t h e  C a ic o s  i n

1789 . R e c o rd s  o f  an  a c c o u n t  i n  London i n  1807 f o r  a  s h i p 

m en t o f  goods to  t h e  C a ic o s  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  r e s i d e n c y  t h e r e .  

A l s o ,  a  s a l e  o f  200 a c r e s  on th e  C a ic o s  t o  Jo h n  F o r b e s ,  

fo r m e r  G o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  Bahamas, i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  1 8 0 9 .

R u in s  o f  t h e  S tu b b s  p l a n t a t i o n  re m a in  on M id d le  

C a ic o s  to d a y  ( s e e  C h a p te r  V I I I ) .

JOHN MULRYNE TATTNALL was one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  G e o rg ia n s  

t o  b e  b a n i s h e d . H e  was a  " l a r g e  p r o p e r t y "  o w n er i n  

G e o rg ia  a n d  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  He c la im e d  £ 5 ,5 2 9  a n d  was 

a l lo w e d  o n ly  £ 1 ,8 0 7 .^ ^

Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l  was a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

L o y a l i s t s .  He s i g n e d  a  p e t i t i o n  w h i l e  i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a  

s o l i c i t i n g  a i d  f o r  t h e  r e f u g e e s .  He becam e a  member o f  t h e  

B o ard  o f  L o y a l i s t s  i n  t h e  Bahamas an d  s i g n e d  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n

CO
S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 : 2 8 3 ;  S p a n is h  

C e n s u s . p .  58 ; Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  X -1 8 0 9 :2 8 - 3 1 ,  2 9 4 .

R o b e r t  S . D a v is ,  G e o rg ia  C i t i z e n s  a n d  S o l d i e r s  o f  
t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t io n  (E a s le y T  S o u th  C a r o l i n a :  SoutherrT"
H i s t o r i c a l  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  22 2 .

^ ^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a . 2 : 3 0 7 .
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May 8 , 1 7 8 5 , w h ic h  s t a t e d  t h e i r  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  n o t  

b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  A ssem b ly .

H is  e x t r e m i s t  v ie w s  u n d o u b te d ly  c o s t  h im  t h e  

a p p o in tm e n t  o f  S e a r c h e r  o f  C u sto m s. H is  f a t h e r  w r o te  f rom  

London t h a t  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  h a d  b e e n  made b u t  was b e i n g  h e l d  

up b e c a u s e  o f  a  l e t t e r  f rom  G o v ern o r  M axw ell.  M axw ell h a d  

r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  t h a t  T a t t n a l l  was t r y i n g  

t o  o v e r th r o w  th e  g o v e rn m e n t .  T a t t n a l l  o p e n ly  r e t a l i a t e d  i n  

a  l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Bahama G a z e t t e  December 4 ,  1784 , 

i n  w h ic h  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  " f o r t u n e  

a n d  d e a r e s t  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y  and  

a t t a c h m e n t  t o  h i s  S o v e r e i g n . "  He d id  n o t  g e t  t h e  a p p o i n t 

m e n t .

T a t t n a l l  r e c e i v e d  o v e r  1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  on t h e  C a i c o s .

H is  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l  a t  h i s  d e a t h  i n  D ecem ber, 1796 , 

d e s c r i b e s  a  w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  e s t a t e .  H is  d w e l l i n g  was a  tw o- 

s t o r y  h o u s e  w i t h  a  w id e  e n t r y ,  d i n i n g  room , an d  two p a r l o r s  

on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  two bedroom s w i t h  a  w ide  l a n d i n g  on t h e  

s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  a n d  a  b a c k  e n t r y  ( w i t h  f u r n i s h i n g s )  t h a t  

p r o b a b l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  k i t c h e n  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

The h o u s e  w as w e l l  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  mahagony f u r n i t u r e  and  

s i l v e r  s e r v i n g  u t e n s i l s  ( s e e  C h a p te r  V I I I ) . H is  p l a n t a t i o n  

" B o n a v e n tu r e "  c o n t a i n e d  a b o u t  600 a c r e s  w i t h  120 u n d e r  

c u l t i v a t i o n  ( c o t t o n  o f  " t o l e r a b l e  a p p e a r a n c e " )  a n d  a b o u t  

t h i r t y  i n  p a s t u r e .  He h a d  s t o n e  b u i l d i n g s  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  t h e  

l a t e s t  i n v e n t i o n  t o  c l e a n  c o t t o n ,  th e  w ind  g i n n .  N egro
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h o u s e s  w i t h  an  o v e r s e e r ' s  h o u s e  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

l a b o r  on T a t t n a l l ' s  p l a n t a t i o n .  H is  p r o p e r t y  was a p p r a i s e d  

a t  l e s s  v a l u e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  W est I n d i e s .  

C o t to n  was on t h e  d e l c i n e  by  1796 when T a t t n a l l  d i e d . ^ ^

CHARLES FOX TAYLOR was o n ly  g r a n t e d  60 a c r e s  on 

G rand C a i c o s ,  y e t  h i s  name a p p e a r s  on e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s  a s  

w i t n e s s e s  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t e r s .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  

h e  b o u g h t  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e .

A l e t t e r  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  May 

2 7 ,  1 7 9 9 , w r i t t e n  t o  Edwin G a rd n e r  b y  C. F . T a y l o r .  I t  

a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  W i l l s  a n d  was w r i t t e n  i n  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a .  I t  seems t h a t  T a y l o r  h a d  made a  v o y ag e  t o  S o u th  

C a r o l i n a  an d  h a d  become i l l .  The d o c t o r  h a d  b e e n  summoned 

a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  d o c t o r  l e f t ,  T a y lo r  f e l t  h e  m ig h t  d i e  so o n .

He w r o te  to  G a rd n e r  a s k i n g  h im  t o  make a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  h im  

i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p a p e r s  h e  h a d  w i t h  h im , h i s  s e r v a n t ,  and  

t h e  b a g g a g e  s t i l l  on b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l  i n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  

t r a v e l e d .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  p a s s a g e  was n o t  y e t  p a i d  

a n d  h e  was t o  t a k e  $50 o u t  o f  t h e  $130 i n  th e  t r u n k s  an d  pay  

t h a t  b i l l .  T a y lo r  e x p l a i n e d  t o  G a rd n e r  t h a t  h i s  a t t o r n e y s  

on G ran d  C a i c o s ,  "w h ere  I  l i v e , "  Mr. Jo h n  M c I n to s h .  Jo h n  

L o r im e r ,  an d  Jo h n  G. H a r r i s o n  w o u ld  h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  h i s  

a f f a i r s  i n  " t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d . "  He a s k e d  t h a t  h i s  

t r u n k s  b e  s e n t  to  t h e s e  men and  t h a t  t h e  N egro  b o y ,  b o r ro w e d

^ ^ P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  8 9 ;  Bahama
R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 :3 3 .
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from  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w .  D r. A n thony  G eorge  F o r b e s ,  who was

a  p l a n t e r  on t h e  same i s l a n d ,  b e  r e t u r n e d .  He gave  h i s

N e g ro es  t o  h i s  m o th e r  a n d  a s k e d  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d  Thomas

F o rb e s  t e l l  h i s  m o th e r  a b o u t  h i s  d e a t h  ( i n d i c a t i n g  h i s

m o th e r  l i v e d  on t h e  C a i c o s ) .  He m e n t io n e d  o t h e r  N e g ro e s ,

Mac, h i s  w i f e  a n d  two c h i l d r e n  w o u ld  go t o  A le x a n d e r  McLean

b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  M cL ean 's  p r o p e r t y .

G a rd n e r  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  w i l l  w i t h  M ajo r  C h a r l e s

L in s e y  o f  C h a r l e s t o n  D i s t r i c t  o f  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  t h e  2 7 th  o f

A u g u s t ,  1800 , " a n  o a t h  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  C. F .  T a y l o r ,  ,

d e c e a s e d .  May 2 7 ,  1 7 9 9 ."  O b v io u s ly ,  T a y l o r  d i e d  i n  S o u th
7 2C a r o l i n a  t h e  n i g h t  h e  w r o t e  t h e  l e t t e r .

THOMAS WILLIAMSON was f ro m  E a s t  F l o r i d a  an d  c la im e d  

a  l o s s  o f  223 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  an d  tow n l o t s  a t  J o h n ' s  Town, 

H e s t e r  B l u f f  H o u se .  H is  t o t a l  c l a i m  was £ 5 ,5 2 5  an d  h e  was 

a l lo w e d  £ 1 ,3 6 2 .  W i l l i a m s o n  r e c e i v e d  580 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  on 

th e  C a i c o s .  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  was on  P a r r o t  Cay o f f  N o r th  

C a i c o s .

STEPHEN DE LANCEY b e lo n g e d  t o  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  De 

L an cey  f a m i ly  o f  New Y o rk .  He a c h i e v e d  t h e  r a n k  o f  

L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  Commandant o f  t h e  F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  o f  New 

J e r s e y  V o l u n t e e r s .  E a r l i e r  he  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  2nd  B a t t a l i o n

^^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  W i l l s ,  1 7 9 0 -1 8 0 6 :1 5 0 .

S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , 2 :2 6 7 ;  Bahama 
R e g i s t r y ,  A - l : 1 8 0 ,  A - l : 1 7 9 ,  D - l : 1 7 1 .
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o f  New Y ork  V o l u n t e e r s  and  h e lp e d  d e f e n d  S av an n ah  i n  1779 

a g a i n s t  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  A m ericans  ( s e e  C h a p te r  IV) .

De L an cey  w e n t  t o  Nova S c o t i a  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  

w a r  an d  w as a p p o i n t e d  a  member o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  Upon g o in g  

to  t h e  Baham as, h e  w as a p p o i n t e d  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  t h e r e  and  

h e l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  1191

An a p p r a i s a l  made F e b ru a ry  2 7 ,  1 8 0 0 , d e s c r i b e s  h i s  

900 a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  " G re e n w ic h ,"  a s  h a v i n g  " a l l  im p ro v e 

m e n t s . "  E i g h t e e n  N egro  s l a v e s  a r e  l i s t e d  b y  name an d  a  

c o m p le te  w in d  g in n  d e n o t e s  c o t t o n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  The l i s t  o f  

h o u s e h o ld  i t e m s  i s  n o t  a s  d e t a i l e d  a s  i n  o t h e r  a p p r a i s a l s  

b u t  t h e  i t e m s  l i s t e d  a r e  a s  e l e g a n t ,  s u c h  a s  mahagony 

f u r n i t u r e  and  s i l v e r .  M u l t i p l e  " p l a n t a t i o n  b o a t s "  a r e  

l i s t e d  i n  t h e  a p p r a i s a l .

S a b in e  a c k n o w le d g e s  t h e r e  i s  c o n f l i c t i n g  e v id e n c e  

a b o u t  S te p h e n  De L a n c e y .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  De L an cey  d i e d  a t  

P o r t s m o u th ,  i n  A m e r ic a ,  on b o a rd  a  s h i p ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  body  

was i n t e r r e d  i n  G o v e rn o r  W e n tw o r th 's  tomb i n  1 7 9 9 .^ ^

THE WYLLY FAMILY. A le x a n d e r  W y lly ,  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  

R i c h a r d  an d  s i s t e r  H e s t e r ,  im m ig ra ted  f ro m  I r e l a n d  to  

G e o rg ia  i n  1 7 5 0 . T h e i r  f a t h e r  j o i n e d  them  i n  1 7 5 8 .

A le x a n d e r  m a r r i e d  S u s a n n a  Crook o f  Chatham  C o u n ty ,  G e o r g ia .

^ ^ S a b in e ,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h e s , p p .  3 7 1 -7 2 .  

Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E -2 :2 7 7 ;

S a b in e ,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h e s , p p .  3 7 1 -7 2 .
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R ic h a r d  was a  l a w y e r  and  A le x a n d e r  w as a  p l a n t e r  and  a c t i v e  

i n  p o l i t i c s .  A le x a n d e r  s e r v e d  a s  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H ouse i n  

G e o rg ia  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The W y lly  f a m i l y  becam e 

p r o m in e n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G e o r g i a .  R ic h a r d  

becam e a  Whig w h i l e  A le x a n d e r  r e m a in e d  a  L o y a l i s t .

A le x a n d e r  a n d  S u s a n n a  h a d  two s o n s ,  A le x a n d e r  

C am pbell an d  W i l l i a m ,  a n d  one d a u g h t e r ,  S u s a n n a h .  B o th  so n s  

w e re  s t u d e n t s  a t  O x fo rd ,  E n g la n d ,  when t h e  w a r  s t a r t e d .

They r e t u r n e d  t o  G e o r g ia  a n d  becam e C a p t a i n s  i n  Thomas 

B ro w n 's  K i n g ' s  R a n g e r s ,  t h u s  a s s e r t i n g  t h e i r  u n d a u n te d  

l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h .  I n  G e o r g ia ,  A le x a n d e r  W y lly ,

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u se ,  w as a  m o d e ra te  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  

G o v e rn o r  Jam es R i g h t  d i s a l l o w e d  h i s  r e - e l e c t i o n  a s  S p e a k e r .  

Soon , A le x a n d e r  t o o k  a  s t r o n g  s t a n d  f o r  t h e  Crown b u t  

R ic h a r d  j o i n e d  t h e  P a t r i o t s .  R ic h a r d  s e r v e d  on a  c o m m it te e  

f o r  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G e o r g ia  G overnm ent i n  1 7 7 8 .  H is  name 

a p p e a r s  a s  a  member o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  G e o rg ia  

g o v e rn m en t b e tw e e n  1776 a n d  1 7 7 8 . T h u s ,  a  f a m i l y  was 

d i v i d e d  and  w o u ld  n e v e r  r e u n i t e .

A f t e r  l o s i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  Commons 

House o f  G e o rg ia  ( b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  G e o rg ia  

a g e n t  t o  w ork  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Tow nshend A c t s )  

A le x a n d e r  W ylly  f l e d  t o  E a s t  F l o r i d a  i n  1 7 7 6 .  He f e a r e d  

b e i n g  " t a r r ' d  an d  f e a t h e r ' d "  b e c a u s e  h e  w as a l s o  a  l o y a l  

B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t .  W y lly  r e t u r n e d  t o  S a v a n n ah  a n d  d i e d  t h e r e  

i n  1781; h i s  d e a t h  was p r o b a b l y  " h a s t e n ' d  b y  th e  t r o u b l e s . "
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H is  widow l o s t  t h e i r  l a n d  by  c o n f i s c a t i o n .  She an d  h e r  

d a u g h t e r  w en t t o  J a m a ic a  when S avannah  was e v a c u a t e d ,  b u t  

w ere  f o r c e d  t o  go t o  E n g la n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d a u g h t e r ' s  

h e a l t h .  They l a t e r  j o i n e d  W i l l i a m  a n d  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell 

i n  t h e  Baham as.

The s o n s ,  W i l l i a m  and  A le x a n d e r  C am p b e l l ,  w ere  

a c t i v e  i n  th e  War an d  W i l l i a m  was a c t i v e  i n  Baham ian 

p o l i t i c s  ( s e e  C h a p te r  V I I ) . W i l l i a m  m a r r i e d  t w i c e - - M i s s  

M atthew s f i r s t ,  an d  a  M iss  Tyson s e c o n d .  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell  

m a r r i e d  M a r g a r e t  A rm s tro n g  o f  N a s s a u ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  N o r th  

C a r o l i n a .  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell an d  h i s  w i f e  w a n te d  to  r e t u r n  

t o  t h e  C o n t i n e n t .  They f i r s t  w en t  t o  S t .  A u g u s t in e  a n d  th e n  

moved t o  J e k y l  I s l a n d .  L a t e r  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home on 

S t .  S im o n 's  I s l a n d .  D u r in g  t h e  War o f  1 8 1 2 , A le x a n d e r  h a d  

s l a v e s  t o  e s c a p e  an d  j o i n  th e  B r i t i s h .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  W y lly  

was on th e  w rong  s i d e .  The T r e a t y  g ave  re p a y m e n t  to  

A m erican  c i t i z e n s  w hose s l a v e s  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  B r i t i s h .

W y lly ,  b e i n g  a  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t ;  r e c e i v e d  no p a y m en t .  

A le x a n d e r  C am pbell  W ylly  d i e d  on S t .  S im o n 's  I s l a n d .  He h a d  

f o u r  g ra n d s o n s  who f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  C o n fe d e r a c y  d u r i n g  th e  

C i v i l  War i n  A m e r ic a .  T h re e  becam e C a p t a in s  a n d  t h e  f o u r t h  

was a  S u b a l t e r n .  A l l  s u f f e r e d  wounds d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .

S u s a n n a  W ylly  m a r r i e d  Jo h n  A n d e rso n ,  a  L o y a l i s t  from  

S a v an n ah ,  w h i l e  i n  N a s s a u .  They c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  t h e r e  

a f t e r  t r y i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  C o n t i n e n t .  A c h i l l y  r e c e p t i o n  

c a u s e d  them  t o  r e t u r n  t o  New P r o v id e n c e  w h ere  t h e y  d i e d .
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W il l i a m  W y lly ,  t h e  m o s t  p r o m in e n t  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  

a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  s e r v e d  a s  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  i n  New 

P r o v i d e n c e ,  an d  i n  1812 becam e a  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  on t h e  I s l a n d  

o f  S t .  V i n c e n t .  N o t i c e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  was made i n  1825 f rom  

t h a t  I s l a n d .  A le x a n d e r  C am pbell  W y lly ,  W i l l i a m  W y lly ,  an d  

S u sa n n ah  W y lly  a l l  r e c e i v e d  l a n d  g r a n t s  on G rand  C a i c o s .  

T h e re  i s  no  a b s o l u t e  e v id e n c e  t h e y  e x e r c i s e d  t h e s e  g r a n t s .

P a r r i s h  MSS, p p .  2 7 7 -4 7 8 ;  S a b in e ,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  
S k e t c h e s , 2 : 5 9 9 ;  S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , p .  4 9 ;  
L a m b e r t ,  "T he  F l i g h t  o f  G e o rg ia  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  4 4 5 ;  Bahama 
R e g i s t r y ,  D - l : 1 1 4 ,  A - l : 1 1 2 ,  F - l : 9 .
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CHAPTER VIII

THE PLANTATION PERIOD ON TURKS AND
CAICOS ISLANDS: 1789-1820

Today , s c r u b b y  b r u s h ,  c a c t u s ,  an d  t r e e s  c o v e r  t h e  

r u i n s  o f  a  b r i e f  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  u n l i k e  a n y t h i n g  th e  T u rk s  

an d  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  h a v e  e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d .  A l th o u g h  th e  

p h y s i c a l  r e m a in s  a r e  few  and  i n  p o o r  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  

i n  t h e  Bahama R e g i s t r y  a t  N a ssa u  a n d  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  

make i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  know much a b o u t  t h a t  t im e .

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  l a y  a l o n g  th e  

n o r t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  M id d le  C a ic o s  a n d  N o r th  C a ic o s  an d  on t h e  

w e s t  c o a s t  o f  N o r th  C a i c o s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P a r r o t  Cay. A lm ost 

a l l  p l a n t a t i o n s  w e re  b o u n d e d  on one o r  m ore s i d e s  by  t h e  s e a  

( s e e  Maps 4 a n d  5 ) .  The h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  

c o a s t  made a g r i c u l t u r e  p o s s i b l e  w h i l e  t h e  lo w e r  e l e v a t i o n  on 

t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t s  c r e a t e d  swamps an d  w e t  l a n d s .  A r o a d  

c a l l e d  The R o y a l  Road o r  K i n g 's  Road c o n n e c t e d  th e  

p l a n t a t i o n s  and  gave  a c c e s s  to  t h e  l a n d i n g s  t o  e x p o r t  

c o t t o n .

D a n ie l  McKinnen made a v o y ag e  f ro m  E n g la n d  t o  t h e  

W est I n d i e s  i n  t h e  y e a r  1802 t o  " n o t i c e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l

140
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i s l a n d s  e n u m e r a t e d . " The T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  w ere  among th e  

i s l a n d s  h e  v i s i t e d  and  h e  l e f t  an  e y e w i tn e s s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He d e s c r i b e d  th e  s o i l  

o f  th e  m id d le  i s l a n d s  o f  t h e  c r e s c e n t  a s  h a v in g  "some s p o t s  

o f  c l a y  . . . "  a n d  a s  b e i n g  " . . .  t h e  m os t e s te e m e d  o f  any  

i n  t h e  B ah am as ."  He fo u n d  two s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  b u t  

a ck n o w led g ed  t h a t  t h e  s t a p l e  com m odity p ro d u c e d  was c o t t o n .  

W est I n d i a n  f r u i t s  w e re  g ro w in g  " t o  p e r f e c t i o n , "  e s p e c i a l l y  

o r a n g e s .  McKinnen p r a i s e d  t h e  new i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  

" i n d e f a t i g a b l e  e f f o r t "  i n  p l a n t i n g  and b u i l d i n g  r o a d s  

s u i t a b l e  f o r  c a r r i a g e s  d e s p i t e  t h e  ro c k y  l a n d .

McKinnen d e s c r i b e d  a  c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n  on A c k l in s  

I s l a n d s ,  j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  G rand  C a i c o s ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  be  

t y p i c a l  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  Out I s l a n d s .  He s t a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  y i e l d  o f  c o t t o n  p e r  a c r e  was a b o u t  1 12  

pounds  a n d  he  fo u n d  N e g ro es  p i c k i n g  c o t t o n  i n  M arch . An 

u n r e l i a b l e  c ro p  was so m etim es  h a r v e s t e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

summe r .  The A n g u i l l a ,  a  l o n g  s t a p l e  c o t t o n ,  was grown a s

o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  P e r s i a n ,  o r  s h o r t  s t a p l e ,  t h a t  was grown i n
2

G e o r g ia .

The i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  g i n  by  E l i  W h itn ey  i n  

1793 r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  t h e  c o t t o n  i n d u s t r y  j u s t  a t  t h e  t im e  

th e  p l a n t a t i o n s  on t h e  C a ic o s  w ere  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d .

^M cKinnen, A T o u r , p p .  1 3 0 -3 1 .  

^ I b i d . ,  p .  9 8 .
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B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  g i n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two p a r a l l e l  r o l l e r s ,  w h ich  

t u r n e d  i n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  p o w ered  b y  e i t h e r  a  h a n d  o r  

f o o t  o p e r a t e d  c r a n k .  I t  a g i t a t e d  t h e  s e e d s  an d  t h e y  f e l l  

t h r o u g h  a  s c r e e n ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  f i b e r .  J o s e p h  Eve o f  N a s s a u ,  

an  A m e ric an  L o y a l i s t ,  soon  im p ro v ed  W h i t n e y 's  v e r s i o n  o f
3

t h e  g in  b y  u s i n g  w in d  f o r  p o w e r .

C o t to n  was known i n  c o l o n i a l  G e o r g ia ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  

was m o s t ly  grown f o r  home u s e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n . ^  The 

p l a n t a t i o n s  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  l o s t  b y  c o n f i s c a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  

p r e d o m i n a t l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  r i c e  n e a r  t h e  

c o a s t  a n d  i n d i g o ,  t o b a c c o ,  c o m ,  r y e ,  a n d  w h e a t  i n  t h e  b a c k -  

c o u n t r y  n e a r  A u g u s t a .^  Many p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G e o rg ia n s  

o w e d * 'th e ir  f o r t u n e s  to  t h e  a c t  o f  c o n f i s c a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  

G e n e ra l  N a th a n a e l  G re e n e ,  s e c o n d  i n  command t o  George 

W ash in g to n  and  l a t e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  Army i n  

t h e  S o u th .  I t  w as on G r e e n e ' s  w id o w 's  p l a n t a t i o n  t h a t  E l i  

W hitney  i n v e n t e d  t h e  c o t t o n  g i n  i n  1 7 9 3 .^

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  A n g u i l l a ,  o r  l o n g  s t a p l e  c o t t o n ,  was 

s e n t  t o  G e o rg ia  b y  a  L o y a l i s t ,  R oger  K e l s a l l ,  a b o u t  1786 and  

became t h e  p r i n c i p l e  A m e ric an  c r o p  b e f o r e  t h e  g i n ,  s i n c e  i t

P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  15 7 .

^ R a lp h  B e t t s  F l a n d e r s ,  P l a n t a t i o n  S l a v e r y  i n  G e o rg ia  
(C h a p e l  H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 953),
p .  5 5 .

^ I b i d . ,  p p .  4 0 - 5 5 .

^M edora F i e l d  P e r k e r s o n ,  W h ite  Column i n  G e o rg ia  
(New Y ork : B onanza B ooks, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  126 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



143
c o u ld  b e  p r o c e s s e d  w i t h o u t  m a c h i n e r y .^  A ls o ,  a  p l a n t e r  f rom  

t h e  Bahamas t r a v e l e d  t o  G e o rg ia  i n  1794 a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  th e  

Baham ian m e th o d  o f  s e t t i n g  th e  p l a n t s  much c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  

th a n  h a d  b e e n  p r a c t i c e d  t h e r e  b e f o r e .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  

t h r e e  t im e s  t h e  y i e l d ,  o r  a b o u t  340 po u n d s  o f  c l e a n  c o t t o n  

p e r  a c r e ,  i n  G e o r g ia .  Much o f  t h e  e q u ip m e n t  o f  r i c e  

p l a n t a t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  c o t t o n  c u l t u r e  and  

r i c e  was d i s p l a c e d  a s  t h e  s t a p l e  c ro p  o f  t h e  t i d e - w a t e r  a r e a  

i n  1 7 9 3 . T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  G e o rg ia  b eco m in g  a  c o t t o n  r a t h e r
O

th a n  a  r i c e  g ro w in g  s t a t e .

The s o i l  o f  t h e  new c o t t o n  g ro w in g  a r e a  o f  G e o r g ia ,  

s a n d  a n d  san d y  loam  ab o v e  th e  c l a y  an d  s a n d  s u b s o i l  o f  t h e
9

A t l a n t i c  c o a f t a l  p l a i n ,  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  McKinnen 

d e s c r i b e d  on M id d le  C a i c o s .  The i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  

g i n ,  a n d  th e  demand i n  E n g la n d  b y  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  f c r  

c o t t o n ,  made t h e  n e x t  few  d e c a d e s  e x t r e m e l y  p r o s p e r o u s  f o r  

th e  p l a n t a t i o n  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  Bahamas a s  w e l l  a s  G e o r g ia .

The P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  on G rand  C a ic o s  was c o l o r f u l  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  th e y  

c r e a t e d  on t h i s  f o r m e r l y  u n i n h a b i t e d  i s l a n d .  A f t e r  1789 , 

p l a n t a t i o n s  mushroomed a lo n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t ;  t h e  

p l a n t e r s ,  " .  . . men o f  c a p i t a l . "  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

^ P e t e r s ,  "A m er ican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  149 .
Q

F l a n d e r s ,  S l a v e r y  i n  G e o r g i a , p p .  5 6 -5 7 .  

^ I b i d . , p .  5 7 .
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s l a v e s ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  k n o w led g e  o f  p l a n t a t i o n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  a r t s  

and  c r a f t s ,  b o o k s ,  a n d  a l l  e l s e  n e e d e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e l f -  

c o n t a i n e d  home l i f e  a n d  f a r m in g  h i e r a r c h y  i n  t h i s  new 

B r i t i s h  co m m u n ity .

M cK in n en 's  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t  i s  b r i e f  an d  

in c o m p le t e  i n  many a r e a s .  T hrough  t h e  v a r i o u s  e s t a t e  

a p p r a i s a l s  a n d  i n v e n t o r i e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  

much m ore d e t a i l  c an  b e  a d d e d .  McKinnen m e n t io n e d  o n ly  two 

s p e c i e s  o f  a n im a l s  r a i s e d  on th e  C a i c o s ,  h o m e d  c a t t l e  and  

h o g s . ^ ^  I n  t h e  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  h o r s e s  w e re  fo u n d  on a l l  t h e  

p l a n t a t i o n s .  Jo h n  B e l l  h a d  a  t o t a l  o f  t e n  h o r s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

f o u r  m a r e s ,  two f i l l i e s ,  a n d  a  " h o r s e  c o l t . "  Cows, c a l v e s ,  

a n d  b u l l s  w e re  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  a lo n g  w i t h  

t u r k e y s ,  g u i e n a  f o w l ,  d u c k s ,  and  g e e s e .

Some p l a n t a t i o n s  w e re  known b y  a  name. Jo h n  B e l l ,  

p r o b a b l y  a  m e d ic a l  d o c t o r ,  h a d  two p l a n t a t i o n s ,  " I n c r e a s e "  

a n d  " I n d u s t r y . "  " I n c r e a s e "  was d e s c r i b e d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  

B e l l ' s  d e a t h  i n  1801 a s  h a v i n g  1 ,4 7 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d ,  300 o f  

w h ic h  w e re  i n  c o t t o n  " h i g h l y  c u l t i v a t e d , "  two h u n d r e d  i n  

p a s t u r e  " p r o p e r l y  s u b d i v i d e d  w i t h  s t o n e  w a l l s "  ( s e e

P h o to g r a p h s  1 and  2 ) ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a in d e r  i n  " s t a n d i n g  

w o o d s . T h e  p a s t u r e  " p r o p e r l y  s u b d i v i d e d "  was u n d o u b te d ly  

f o r  c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  on t h e  e s t a t e .  C a t t l e  w ere  m e n t io n e d  i n

^^M cK innen, A T o u r , p .  130 . 

Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 :2 9 0 .
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h i s  i n v e n t o r y  and  c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  was commonly p r a c t i c e d  on

12o t h e r  O ut I s l a n d  p l a n t a t i o n s .  Jo h n  B e l l ' s  r e s i d e n c e  was

d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  " a  fram e d w e l l i n g  h o u s e  t w e n t y - e i g h t  f e e t

l o n g  by  s i x t e e n  f e e t  w id e  w i t h  a  h a l l ,  two b e d ro o m s-a n d  a

p a n t r y  on one f l o o r  w i t h  an e l e v e n  f o o t  p i a z z a  and  a  s t o n e

k i t c h e n . "  O th e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e d  " a  c o t t o n  h o u se  made o f

p i t c h  p i n e  m e a s u r in g  t h i r t y - n i n e  f e e t  lo n g  an d  s i x t e e n  f e e t

w id e  c o m p le te  w i t h  c e l l a r s ,  a  c o m  h o u s e  b u i l t  o f  s t o n e

m e a s u r in g  f o r t y  f e e t  l o n g  b y  tw e lv e  f e e t  w id e ,  and  t h i r t e e n
13l a r g e  s t o n e  h o u s e s  f o r  N e g r o e s ."

W i l l i a m  F a r r  c a l l e d  h i s  380 a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n  

" C o t t a g e . "  An a p p r a i s a l  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1800 , s t a t e s  t h a t  120 

a c r e s  w e re  i n  p a s t u r e  an d  c u l t i v a t i o n .  A d w e l l i n g  h o u se

( w i t h o u t  d e s c r i p t i o n )  an d  N egro b u i l d i n g s  w e re  on th e

>or 
15

p l a n t a t i o n . W a d e  S tu b b s  named a  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  h o l d i n g s

" C l i f t o n "  ( s e e  P h o to g r a p h s  3 and  4 ) .

Jo h n  M ulryne  T a t t n a l l ' s  600 a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n  was 

c a l l e d  " B o n a v e n tu r e . " ^ ^  W i l l ia m  F o r b e s  owned th e  " R e t r e a t "  

p l a n t a t i o n . J o h n  P e t t y  named h i s  800 a c r e s  "B rough

12 C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  B aham as, p .  193. 

^^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  £ - 2 : 2 9 0 .  

l ^ i b i d . , p .  234 .

^ ^ I b i d . , X -C o n v e y a n c e s , 1 8 0 9 :2 8 - 3 1 .  

l ^ i b i d . ,  £ - 2 : 3 3 .  

l ^ I b i d . ,  p .  147.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



7]
CD"O
Oa.c
s
Q.

"O
CD

C/)
00

8"O

CD

3.
3"
CD

CDTD
O
a .
C

aO3
"O
O

CD
Û.

■D
CD

C/)W
o'
3

S tu b b s  P l a n t a t i o n ,
P h o to g ra p h  3

O u t b u i l d i n g s .  Note th e  s e a  i n  th e  b a ck g ro u n d  w h icn  was a 
c o n s t a n t  f a c t o r  on th e  C a ic o s .
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S tu b b s  P l a n t a t i o n
Photograph 4

O u tb u i l d i n g s  t h a t  c o u ld  have  b e e n  f o r  c o t t o n  c l e a n i n g  
b u i l d i n g  h as  c a r r i a g e  s i z e  doorw ays.

The



1 5 0
I O

H i l l . "  S te p h e n  De L a n c e y ' s  900 a c r e  e s t a t e ,  named

"G re e n w ic h ,"  was c o m p le te  w i t h  a  "w in d  g in n "  an d  a  m ach in e  
19to  c l e a n  c o t t o n .  I t  i s  n o t a b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  p l a n t a t i o n s

w ere  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  t h e  n ew ly  in v e n t e d  "w in d  g i n n s . "  T h u s ,

th e y  w ere  m e c h a n i c a l l y  more ad v an c e d  th a n  m c s t  G e o rg ia  o r

S o u th  C a r o l i n a  p l a n t a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t im e .  Wind g in n s  g r e a t l y

im proved  th e  o u t p u t  o f  c o t t o n  p e r  a c r e  and d e c r e a s e d  t h e

l a b o r  com pared  w i t h  t h e  l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  h a n d  o r  a n im a l  d r i v e n

g in n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e s .

A c c o rd in g  t o  f o l k - h i s t o r y , Dr. Jo h n  L o r i m e r ' s  500
20a c r e  p l a n t a t i o n  was named " H a u lo v e r . "  S to n e  f o u n d a t i o n s

o f  a  l a r g e  d w e l l i n g  h o u s e ,  a  s e p a r a t e  k i t c h e n  w i t h  a  s t o n e

f i r e p l a c e  and  c h im n e y , a n d  s m a l l e r  h o u s e s  w e re  e n c l o s e d

w i t h i n  a  s t o n e  w a l l .  E n t r a n c e  g a t e s  l a r g e  enough  f o r

c a r r i a g e s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  d e n o te  th e  e x t e n t  t h e  e s t a t e  was

d e v e lo p e d .  Many a c r e s  w e re  s u b d i v i d e d  w i t h  s t o n e  f e n c e s

h i g h  enough  t o  c o n t a i n  c a t t l e .  The d w e l l i n g  was l o c a t e d

h i g h  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  M idd le  C a ic o s  w i t h  a  v ie w  o f  
21t h e  s e a .

l ^ I b i d . ,  p .  213 .

^ ^ i b i d . , p .  277 .
20 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  A l to n  H ig g s ,  L o r im e r s ,  M id d le  

C a ic o s ,  J u l y ,  1982.
21 The a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  made a  p e r s o n a l  

i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  r u i n  i n  J u l y ,  1982 . I t  i s  
grown o v e r  w i t h  s c r u b b y  b r u s h  and  c a c t u s ,  and  a lm o s t  h id d e n .  
The g u id e ,  who i s  n a t i v e  b o m ,  b u r n e d  p a t c h e s  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  
t o  mark t h e  way o u t .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
m i l e s  from  t h e  m ain  r o a d  n o r t h  o f  L o r im e r s .
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To d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  w e a l t h  an d  e l e g a n t  l i f e s t y l e  o f

some o f  t h e  p l a n t e r s  on t h e  C a ic o s ,  one e s t a t e  i n v e n t o r y  i s

p r o v i d e d  h e r e - - t h a t  o f  Jo h n  M ulryne  T a t t n a l l ,  a  G e o rg ia  
22L o y a l i s t  who h a d  a l s o  p r e v i s o u l y  h e l d  " l a r g e  p r o p e r t i e s "  

i n  E a s t  F l o r i d a .  Upon t h e  B r i t i s h  l o s s  o f  F l o r i d a ,  he  

c l a im e d  a  l o s s  o f  £ 5 ,5 2 9  an d  was a l lo w e d  £ 1 , 8 0 7 . ^ ^  T h is  

i n v e n t o r y  was made a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  i n  1796 .

Jo h n  M ulryne  T a t t n a l l ^ ^

" B o n a v e n tu r e "  P l a n t a t i o n  
G rand  C a ic o s  
16 D ecem ber, 1796

H o u se h o ld  F u r n i t u r e
2514 l a p a n ' d  [ s i c ]  c a n e  s e a t  c h a i r s  

2 m ahogany c a r d  t a b l e s 2 6  
2 p a i r  o f  g l a s s e s  i n  good f ram e s  
1 s o f a  w i t h  f u r n i t u r e  
1 p r i n t e d  f l o o r  c l o t h  
1 s e t  t e a  c h in a
1 t e a  u m
2 t e a  t r a y s
1 l a p a n ' d  h a l f  c i r c l e  t a b l e
2 p a i r  o f  I n d i a  s h a d e s

^ ^ D a v i s ,  G e o rg ia  C i t i z e n s , p .  225 .

^ ^ S i e b e r t ,  L o y a l i s t s  o f  E a s t  F l o r i d a , 2 :3 0 7 .  
C o n v e r te d ,  £ 1 ,8 0 7  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  to  b e tw e e n  $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  an d  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  i n  1983 c u r r e n c y .

^^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 : 6 ,  33.
25 l a p a n ' d  ( J a p a n e d )  was a  p o p u l a r  s t y l e  o f  t h e  day 

w h ic h  i n v o l v e d  p a i n t i n g  t h e  c h a i r  b l a c k  o r  a n o t h e r  d a rk  
c o l o r  a n d  p u t t i n g  J a p a n e s e  s t y l e  d é s i g n é s  on  i t  i n  g o ld  o r  
w h i t e .

26 The u s e  o f  mahogany was common i n  th e  c i r c u m -  
C a r ib b e a n  a r e a  an d  does  n o t  d e n o te  w e a l t h  a s  i t  w o u ld  
to d a y .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



152
1 c o f f e e  u m
2 o v a l  t e a  t r a y s

F u r n i t u r e  i n  t h e  W e s te rn  P a r l o u r

1 l a r g e  m ahogany d i n i n g  t a b l e  w i t h  e n d s  to  m atch  
1 ro u n d  t e a  t a b l e
6 mahogany c h a i r s  w i t h  c an e  b a c k s  and  b o t to m s  
1 m ahogany b o t t l e  c o o p e r  
1 mahogany c a s e

F u r n i t u r e  i n  t h e  L i t t l e  Back P a r l o u r

1 m ahogany s e c r e t a r y  w i t h  d ra w e rs  an d  g l a s s  
1 b o o k c a s e  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  b ro k e n  vo lum es  (m ean in g  

in c o m p le t e )
1 m ahogany s i d e  b o a r d
1 k n i f e  c a j e .  w h i t e  i v o r y  h a n d le  t a b l e  k n i v e s  and  

f o r k s  
1 s e t  t e a  c h i n a
6 m ahogany c h a i r s  w i t h  can e  b a c k s

F u r n i t u r e  i n  t h e  Back E n t r y

1 l a r g e  s i d e  t a b l e  w i t h  d ra w e rs  
1 b r o k e n  s e t  o f  g l a s s e s  (m ean in g  in c o m p le te )
1 b r o k e n  s e t  o f  c r o c k e r y  
1 s m a l l  f i s h i n g  box

E a s t e r n  Chamber abo v e  t h e  S t a i r s

1 m ahogany b e d s t e a d  f o r  tw o- m a t t r e s s  
1 s m a l l  c h e s t  o f  d ra w e r s  
6 s t r ^  b o t to m  c h a i r s  
1 mahogany b a s i n  s t a n d  
1 m ahogany n i g h t  t a b l e  
1 b e d  c h a i r  s t u f f e d

W e s te rn  Chamber

1 b e d s t e a d
1 f e a t h e r  b e d -  p i l l o w s  
1 s m a l l  c h i l d ' s  b e d s t e a d  
1 c e d a r  c r i b -  s m a l l  c h a i r  
1 m ahogany d r e s s i n g  g l a s s  
1 t r u n k -  b e d  l i n e n  
1 t a b l e
1 g e n t l e m a n ' s  s a d d le
1 p a i r  o f  s i l v e r  m oun ted  p i s t o l s  w i t h  h o l s t e r s  
1 mahogany gun c a s e  
1 s w in g in g  lamp
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S i l v e r

6 s p o o n s ,  f i s h  k n i v e , spoons  
14 s i l v e r  t a b l e  s p o o n s ,  s a u c e ,  l a d e l ,  b u t t e r  k n i f e  
12  t e a s p o o n s  

8 cups
1 t a n k a r d ,  c o f f e e  p o t ,  s u g a r  d i s h ,  cak e  h o l d e r ,  

c a n d l e s t i c k s ,  s n u f f e r  s t a n d ,  c r a v a t  s t a n d ,  e g g  
fram e  an d  c u p , t o a s t  t r a y s ,  t u r e e n  l a d e l ,  r i c e  
d i s h ,  s p i c e  box

2 p a i r  o f  p l a t e s

p i c t u r e  o f  G e n e r a l  W oolfe
th e rm o m e te r ,  sp y  g l a s s ,  f i d d l e  (Mr. T a t t n a l l ' s  f i d d l e ) ,  
c l a r i n e t
k i t c h e n  f u r n i t u r e  (some p a r t s  s o ld )

T r a c t  o f  l a n d  o r  p l a n t a t i o n  c a l l e d  " B o n a v e n tu r e . "  I t  
c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  600 a c r e s ,  12 0  o f  w h ic h  i s  i n  c o t t o n  o f  
t o l e r a b l e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a b o u t  30 i n  p a s t u r e a g e  and  t h e  r e s t  
i n  s t a n d i n g  woods w i t h  a  l a r g e  s to n e  b u i l d i n g ,  ' s e e r s  h o u s e ,  
a  w in d  g in n  h o u s e  c o m p le a t  an d  Negro h o u s e s . W hich i n  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w e a r  an d  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s  s i t u a 
t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  W est I n d e e s ,  we c o n c e iv e  to  be  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  i n  v a l u e  th a n  i t  w o u ld  be  o t h e r w i s e .

3200 s t e r l i n g  e q u a l  t o  £ 5 ,5 0 5 .1 4

14 b l a d e s  o f  m e r c h a n t i b l e  c o t t o n  p a r t
o f  t h e  p r o d u c i n g  o f  t h e  s a i d  e s t a t e  1 4 6 .1 4

£ 5 ,5 5 1 .2 5

" R e t r e a t , "  W i l l i a m  F o r b e s '  p l a n t a t i o n ,  w as a p p r a i s e d

M arch 2 6 ,  1 7 9 8 , an d  was f u r n i s h e d  a s  f i n e l y  a s  t h e  T a t t n a l l

p l a n t a t i o n .  Mahagony f u r n i t u r e  and  s i l v e r  t a b l e  s e r v i c e

w ere  much t h e  same ; h o w e v e r ,  a  mahagony l i q u o r  c a b i n e t  an d

40 dozen  c o n t a i n e r s  o f  w in e  w ere  i t e m s  n o t  i n  T a t t n a l l ' s  
27a p p r a i s a l .  The t a b l e  s e r v i c e  i n  W i l l i a m  F a r r ' s  e s t a t e  

a p p r a i s a l  was e v en  more e l a b o r a t e  t h a n  T a t t n a l l ' s .  A s i l v e r  

t e a  s e r v i c e  c o c k l e t e  w i t h  a  t r a y ,  t e a p o t ,  s u g a r  a n d  c ream  

h o l d e r s ,  o t h e r  t e a  t r a y s ,  s i x t e e n  s i l v e r  t e a s p o o n s ,  a  punch

^^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 :1 1 6 ,  147.
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l a d l e ,  soup  l a d l e ,  and  b r e a k f a s t  cu p s  a r e  ex am p les  o f

2 8l u x u r y  i t e m s  i n  th e  h o u s e h o ld .  O b v io u s ly ,  John  P e t t y

was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v in g  t h e  l a t e s t  e q u ip m e n t  f o r  h i s

p l a n t a t i o n .  Two " o l d  f o o t  g in n s "  a r e  l i s t e d  and  " a  new w in d

g in n "  i n d i c a t e s  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  r e p l a c e  w orn  e q u ip m e n t  w i t h
29t o o l s  o f  a d v a n c e d  te c h n o lo g y .

From th e  T a t t n a l l  an d  o t h e r  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  i t  i s  

a p p a r e n t  t h a t  p l a n t a t i o n  ow ners  h a d  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e ,  s l e p t  on 

l i n e n  s h e e t s  and  u sed  c h i n a ,  g l a s s w a r e ,  a n d  s i l v e r  u t e n s i l s  

on t h e i r  t a b l e s .  They m a i n t a i n e d  l i b r a r i e s ,  p l a y e d  m u s ic a l  

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  hung p i c t u r e s  on t h e i .  w a l l s ,  an d  c o v e r e d  t h e i r  

f l o o r s .  A " p a i r  o f  s i l v e r  m oun ted  p i s t o l s  w i t h  h o l s t e r s "  

w o u ld  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  d u e l i n g  g u n s . The spy  

g l a s s e s  i n d i c a t e  th e  c o n t i n u a l  n e e d  to  m o n i to r  th e  s e a  

t r a f f i c .  T h ese  a p p r a i s a l s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  homes o f  f a m i l i e s  

a c c u s to m e d  to  l u x u r i e s .

I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  comment a b o u t  t h e  " p r e c a r i o u s  

s i t u a t i o n " *  o f  T a t t n a l l ' s  e s t a t e ,  i t  c a n  o n ly  be  c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  l a n d  on th e  C a ic o s  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  from

^ ® I b i d . ,  p .  234.

Z ^ I b i d . , E :213 .
*The " p r e c a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n "  c o u l d  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  be 

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  d e c l i n e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  Bahamas. I t  
may r e f e r  t o  t h e  w ars  o f  t h e  F re n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  b e tw ee n  G re a t  
B r i t a i n  an d  F ra n c e  w h ich  saw n a v a l  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  Bahama 
a r e a  an d  w o u ld  l e a d  soon  t o  th e  q u a s i - n a v a l  w a r  b e tw ee n  th e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  F ran c e  and  f o u g h t  i n  t h i s  same a r e a  from  
1 7 9 8 -1 8 0 0 .
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t h e  t im e  th e  g r a n t  was made i n  1790 t o  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e

a p p r a i s a l  i n  1 7 9 6 . T a t t n a l l  was o n ly  a l l o w e d  £ 1 ,8 0 7  f ro m

t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t  a n d  h i s  l a n d  a l o n e ,  i n  1 7 9 6 , was

v a l u e d  a t & 5 , 4 0 5 .1 5 .  A n o th e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e

i n  l a n d  p r i c e s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  same t im e  p e r i o d .  I n

1791 , Thomas Brown s o l d  R o b e r t  C la r k  394 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  f o r  
30C  2 ,2 4 0 .  T h i s  w o u ld  b e &  5 .6 9  p e r  a c r e .  O nly  t h r e e  y e a r s

l a t e r ,  i n  1794 , R i c h a r d  P e a r i s  s o l d  M a r g a r e t  a n d  Thomas H i l l

300 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  f o r  £ 2 , 2 8 0  o r  & 7 .6  p e r  a c r e . ^ ^

The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  T a t t n a l l ' s  d w e l l i n g  h o u s e  a n d ,

o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  fo u n d  i n  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s  a r e  q u i t e

s i m i l a r  t o  h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  G e o r g ia  p r i o r  to  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .

"W ild  H e r o n ,"  b u i l t  i n  1756 , i s  l o c a t e d  tw e lv e  m i l e s  f ro m

S avannah  and  i s  b e l i e v e d  to  b e  t h e  o l d e s t  p l a n t a t i o n  h o u s e

s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  i n  G e o r g ia .  I t  i s  a  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f  h o u s e
32b u i l t  above  a  b r i c k  c e l l a r .  A n o th e r  h o u s e  on  B u l l  S t r e e t  

i n  S av an n ah  was a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  1764 a n d  was 

d e s c r i b e d  a s  h a v i n g  two s t o r i e s ,  a  f r o n t  b a l c o n y  a n d  a  

p i a z z a .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  h a d  two b e d  c h a m b e rs ,  a  d i n i n g  

room, a  p a s s a g e  an d  a  s t a i r c a s e .  The s e c o n d  f l o o r  a l s o  h a d  

a  d i n i n g  room , b e d  ch am b er ,  a n d  a  c l o s e t  l a r g e  enough  t o r  a  

b e d .  F i r e p l a c e s  w e re  on  b o t h  f l o o r s  an d  i t  h a d  a  p a v e d

^ ^ I b i d . , X -C o n v e y a n c e s , 1 7 9 4 :4 8 .

S ^ I b i d . , p .  117 .
32P e r k e r s o n ,  Columns i n  G e o r g ia ,  p .  11 4 .
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c e l l a r .  A h o u s e  on a  p l a n t a t i o n  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  n o t  f a r

f rom  A u g u s ta  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h e s e .  The h o u se  was "n ew ly

g l a z e d  an d  p a n e d , "  h a d  two c h a m b e rs ,  a  d i n i n g  room and  h a l l ,

f o u r  s h e d  ro o m s , an d  t h r e e  f i r e p l a c e s  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e

k i t c h e n . T h e  c e l l a r s  and  ch im neys  w ere  i n n o v a t i o n s

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  Bahamas by  t h e  L o y a l i s t s .  The Conch k i t c h e n

was a  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g ,  o f t e n  a  s h e d  c o v e r i n g  a  f i r e p l a c e ,
35b u t  was w i t h o u t  ch im n ey . M cKinnen, on h i s  t o u r  o f  t h e  

B aham as, i n c l u d i n g  th e  C a i c o s , i n  1802 , d e s c r i b e d  d u r a b l e  

b u i l d i n g s  o f  s t o n e ,  a n d  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  " .  . . a  w ash  o f  

l i m e , "  i . e . ,  w h i t e w a s h e d . '  S in c e  s t o n e  h o u s e s  do n o t  

r e q u i r e  w h i t e w a s h in g  f o r  d u r a b i l i t y ,  t h i s  was done f o r  

d e c o r a t i o n .  The c h im n e y s ,  c e l l a r s ,  and "w ash  o f  l im e "  a r e  

e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h e  r u i n s  on G rand C a ic o s  ( s e e  P h o to g r a p h s  1 

t h r o u g h  1 1 ) .

The i n v e n t o r i e s  and  th e  a u t h o r ' s  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l  

t h a t  house-; w ere  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  s t o n e  and  wood. Many s t o n e  

w a l l s  w i t h  window o p e n in g s  i n t a c t  a r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  S to n e  

f o u n d a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  w a l l s  a r e  r e a d i l y  fo u n d ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  h a d  b e e n  made o f  wood w h ic h  d e c a y e d  w i t h  t im e .  

T o o ls  i n  th e  i n v e n t o r i e s  s u c h  a s  new ham m ers , new s a w s ,

33 I r a  L. Brown, The G e o rg ia  C olony  (New Y ork : 
C r o w e l l - C o l l i e r  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  6 6 .

^ ^ F l a n d e r s , S l a v e r y  i n  G e o r g i a , p . 4 9 .

^ ^ P e t e r s ,  "A m erican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p .  185 .

^^M cKinnen, A T o u r ,  p .  2 1 3 .
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i r o n  s q u a r e s ,  r u l e r s ,  k e g s  o f  n a i l s ,  new s a s h  windows w i t h

f r a m e s ,  hook  and eye  h i n g e s ,  d o o r  a n d  b o l t  f a s t e m e r s ,  an d

k e g s  o f  w h i t e  p a i n t  s u p p o r t  w id e  u s a g e  o f  wood i n  b u i l d i n g s .

The a p p r a i s a l  o f  Jo h n  B e l l ' s  e s t a t e  e v e n  l i s t e d  e l e c t r i c a l

r o d s  ( l i g h t n i n g  r o d s ) .

S l a v e r y  was a  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n

s y s te m .  Jo h n  B e l l ' s  e s t a t e  o f  1 ,4 7 0  a c r e s ,  w i t h  300 a c r e s
37i n  " c o t t o n  h i g h l y  c u l t i v a t e d , "  c l a im e d  90 s l a v e s .  The 

num ber o f  s l a v e s  p e r  a c r e  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  num ber o f  

s l a v e s  on  r i c e  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  G e o rg ia  i n  t h e  1 7 7 0 s .  F i g u r e s  

t a k e n  f ro m  S i r  Jam es W r i g h t ' s  e l e v e n  p l a n t a t i o n s  on t h e  

S a v a n n ah ,  O g e ec h ee ,  a n d  C anochee  R iv e r s  show t h e  t o t a l  

num ber o f  s l a v e s  on e a c h  p l a n t a t i o n  r a n g i n g  from  33 to  72, 

o r  an  a v e r a g e  o f  4 7 . 5 .

I t  m ig h t  b e  th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  low  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

a c r e a g e  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t h e  C a ic o s  was u n u s u a l ,  b u t  i t  

was a c t u a l l y  s i m i l a r  to  G e o rg ia .  The p l a n t a t i o n  o f  

B ar tho lom ew  Z o u b e r b u h l e r , s e v e n  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  S av an n ah , 

c o n t a i n e d  1 ,3 2 7  a c r e s ,  b u t  o n ly  160 a c r e s  w e re  c l e a r e d  and 

" u n d e r  f e n c e . "  I n  t h e  C a ic o s ,  Jo h n  B e l l  h a d  a  t o t a l  o f  

1 ,4 7 0  a c r e s  w i t h  300 u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  an d  Jo h n  M ulryne  

T a t t n a l l ’ s p l a n t a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  600 a c r e s ,  o f  w h ic h  120 w e re
O Q

c u l t i v a t e d .

^^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 :2 9 0 .
38 F l a n d e r s ,  S l a v e r y  i n  G e o r g i a , p p .  4 2 -4 3 ,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



161
A n a l y s i s  o f  i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  p l a n t a t i o n  t o o l s  o f  b o t h

Grand C a ic o s  an d  th e  C o lo n ie s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  o f

t h e  h o e  i n  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c o t t o n .  I n  G e o r g ia ,  one

o b s e r v e r  s a i d ,  " t h e  l a b o r  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  i s

f i t  o n ly  f o r  s l a v e s  an d  I  t h i n k  th e  h a r d e s t  w ork  I  h av e  s e e n
39them  e n g a g e d  i n . "  From t h e  a u t h o r ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  same 

s t a t e m e n t  w o u ld  a p p ly  t o  G rand  C a i c o s .  P e r p a r i n g  t h e  f i e l d s  

f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  w o rk .

T h e re  i s  am ple e v id e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A m e ricas  t h a t  

many N e g ro es  w o rk ed  a t  o t h e r  t a s k s  away f ro m  t h e i r  m a s t e r s '  

p l a n t a t i o n s .  I n  S av an n ah , i n d u s t r i a l  s l a v e  l a b o r  was u s e d ;  

b l a c k s m i t h s ,  c o o p e r s ,  m e c h a n ic s ,  p o r t e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s  a l l  

e a r n e d  w ages  e i t h e r  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  o r  t h e i r  m a s t e r s .  One 

good ex am ple  f ro m  th e  C a ic o s  i s  C h a r l e s  Fox T a y l o r  who gave  

a  Negro man t o  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w .  D r.  A n thony  G eorge 

F o r b e s ,  " p l a n t e r  on th e  same i s l a n d , "  an d  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  th e  

s l a v e  was w o r k in g  on Grand T urk  a t  t h e  t im e ,  p r o b a b l y  r a k i n g  

s a l t . ^ O

T h e re  i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a  k i n d l y  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  

th e  s l a v e s  on t h e  C a ic o s .  D r. Jo h n  L o r im e r  n o t  o n ly  f r e e d  a 

" f a i t h f u l  N egro  woman s l a v e .  R o s e ,"  b u t  w i l l e d  h e r  two 

N e g ro es  when h e  d i e d .  Good t r e a t m e n t  o f  s l a v e s  was r e p o r t e d

p .  15 0 .

39lbid.
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  51 ; Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  W i l l s  1 7 9 0 -1 8 0 6 ,
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t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Baham as. The m a s t e r  f r e q u e n t l y  s u p e r i n t e n d e d  

th e  s l a v e s  h i m s e l f  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  was l e s s  u s e  o f  

th e  w h ip  th a n  w i t h  an  o v e r s e e r .

D a n ie l  McKinnen w i t n e s s e d  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  s l a v e  s h i p s  

a t  N a ss a u .  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s a l e s  a s  b e i n g  c o n d u c te d  " .  . . 

w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  s l a v e s . "  The A f r i c a n s  w ere  d i s p l a y e d  

f o r  s a l e ,  n a k e d  and  w e a r i n g  a  l a b e l  a ro u n d  t h e i r  n e c k s  w i t h  

t h e i r  a g e ,  s t r e n g t h ,  s e x ,  a n d  p r i c e  i n d i c a t e d .  They w e re  

s o l d  f o r  $200 t o  $300 e a c h .  L a t e r  McKinnen saw t h e  same 

s l a v e s  on t h e  s t r e e t .  They h a d  e x p e c t e d  to  b e  e a t e n  a n d ,  

i n s t e a d ,  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  c l o t h e s  a n d  fo o d  f a r  s u p e r i o r  

to  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  known i n  A f r i c a .  He w r o t e ,  " .  . . 1  fo u n d  

an  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  p a rd o n  s o m e th in g  o f  t h e  s u p p o s e d  

c r i m i n a l i t y  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  them  fro m  A f r i c a ,  on  c o m p ar in g  

t h e i r  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  w r e t c h e d  s t a t e  when f i r s t  im p o r te d .

A m a s t e r - s l a v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  

from  G rand C a ic o s  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Bahama G a z e t t e , A u g u s t  2 1 ,  

1798 . A v e s s e l  f ro m  Rhode I s l a n d  b r i n g i n g  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  

p l a n t e r s  on t h e  C a ic o s  was w re c k e d  n e a r  W est C a i c o s .

P l a n t e r s  s e n t  b o a t s  to  s a v e  t h e i r  p u r c h a s e s .  As t h e y  w e re  

r e t u r n i n g ,  F r e n c h  p r i v a t e e r s  r a n  them  o n to  t h e  r e e f s .  The 

p r i v a t e e r s  w ere  arm ed a n d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  b o a t s .  C o lo n e l  Thomas B ro w n 's  b o a t ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  

f i v e ,  h a d  two m oun ted  guns an d  B ro w n 's  N eg ro es  w e re  a rm ed

^^M cK innen, A T o u r , p p .  2 1 8 -2 2 0 .
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w i t h  m u s k e t s .  They d ro v e  t h e  F rench  o f f  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  

t i m e s ,  k e e p i n g  them  a t  b a y  f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  h o u r s .  They 

f i n a l l y  s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e  b o a t  and swam a s h o r e .  Two o f  

C o lo n e l  B ro w n 's  N e g ro es  w e re  wounded b u t  n o t  m o r t a l l y .  The 

F r e n c h  g a in e d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a l l  f i v e  b o a t s ,  w h ich  w ere  l a d e n  

w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s ,  a  l o s s  t h a t  h u r t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  W i l l i a m  

W y lly  was d e fe n d e d  by  h i s  armed s l a v e s  d u r i n g  th e  "W ylly  

A f f a i r "  i n  N a ssa u .  T h ese  i n c i d e n t s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  a  

l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  m a s t e r s .

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  o f  s l a v e s  on  John  B e l l ' s  

p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1800 . They w ere  l i s t e d  b y  nam e, a g e ,  p o s i t i o n  

an d  f a m i l y ;  i n  one i n s t a n c e ,  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  was 

no t e d .

B i l l y  - d r i v e r *
Phoebe  h i s  w i f e  
î i a r g a r e t  10  y e a r s  o l d
S a r a h  8 y e a r s  o l d
I s a l a  5 y e a r s  o l d
Namodie 3 y e a r s  o l d
Abagado 1% y e a r s  o l d

Jame -  d r i v e r  
B e l i n d a  h i s  w i f e
F r a n c o i s  13 y e a r s  o l d
S i l v e r i e r  5 y e a r s  o ld
P h i l i p  7 y e a r s  o l d
H a r r i e t  3 y e a r s  o l d
S a r a  g ran d m o th e r

^ ^ P a r r i s h  MSS, p .  193 . The 1798 " b a t t l e "  was a  p a r t  
o f  t h e  q u a s i - n a v a l  w a r  b e tw ee n  F ran c e  and  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

*A d r i v e r  i s  a  b l a c k  foreman f o r  s l a v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  f i e l d w o r k .
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B e l l  -  a  f i e l d  s l a v e
h e r  c h i l d  6 y e a r s  o l d

Buck
B e t t y  h i s  w i f e  
B e t s e y  9 y e a r s  o l d
J o e  8 y e a r s  o l d
K a te  4 y e a r s  o l d
S a l l y  '' "2 y e a r s  o l d

C a e s a r
N anny, h i s  w i f e  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  c a n c e r  
M edina  4 y e a r s  o l d
c h i l d  3 y e a r s  o l d

C yrus
F a t im a  h i s  w i f e  
Fanny  c h i l  d

C u d jo e  
c h i l d  
I s f a i r

D ick
Mary h i s  w i f e  
P o l l y

C a r r i a c o r e
son
C a t h e r i n e

Toby

8 y e a r s  o l d  
3 y e a r s  o l d

13 y e a r s  o l d

3 y e a r s  o l d  
h e r  d a u g h t e r

G eorge
C a t h e r i n e  h i s  w i f e  
L a n c a s h i r e  h e r  c h i l d

G lascow
Nancy h i s  w i f e
Hawa 6 y e a r s  o l d
T a b in a  4 y e a r s  o l d
Mary Ann 1% y e a r s  o l d

Jo h n
V i c t o r i a  h i s  w i f e  
T r ia m  10 y e a r s  o l d
F o r t u n e  5 y e a r s  o l d
London 1% y e a r s  o l d
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Pompey
F r a n c e s  h i s  w i f e
B u c c a n i s e  10 y e a r s  o l d
A l a f  5 y e a r s  o l d
T a b a ra  3 y e a r s  o l d
L im e t to  6 m on ths  o l d
C h a r l o t t e

S e la p h a
E u h i s  h i s  w i f e
F l e m b i t t e n  h e r  c h i l d

S w i f t
C l i e  h i s  w i f e  
P h i l l i s
J u l i a 10 y e a r s  o l d
A l i 9 y e a r s  o l d
Jo h n 3 y e a r s  o l d
S id n e y 2 y e a r s  o l d
C arav an 2 m onths  o l d

Tom
J e a n i e  h i s  w i f e
Peggy  -  h e r  c h i l d  9 y e a r s  o l d  
C a e s a r  8 y e a r s  o l d
Adam 3 y e a r s  o l d
P in d a s  1 y e a r  o l d

W i l l
J e a n i e  h i s  w i f e  
C h a r l i e  4 y e a r s  o l d
Jimmy 18 m onths  o l d
C e n n ie  h e r  c h i l d

F i f t e e n  m ale  f i e l d  h a n d s  w e re  ad d ed  to  t h i s  l i s t
by  name o n ly  a n d  n o t  b y  f a m i l y .43

A com m unity th e  s i z e  o f  t h a t  on  G rand C a ic o s

r e q u i r e d  fo r m a l  g o v e rn m e n t .  By a  l e n g t h y  A c t  o f  1 7 9 9 , T u rk s

I s l a n d s  and  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  w e re  g r a n t e d  s e a t s  i n  t h e

A ssem bly  a t  N a ssa u .  E l e c t o r s  w e re  t o  b e  m a le ,  f r e e ,  w h i t e ,  

a n d  a t  l e a s t  21 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  T h e re  was a  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e  

r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  £.500 and  a  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  one y e a r

^^Bahama R e g i s t r y ,  E - 2 :2 9 0 .
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y e a r  i n  t h e  Baham as. McKinnen s t a t e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  G rand

C a ic o s  d i d  n o t  s e n d  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  A ssem bly .

A p o r t  o f  e n t r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  C a ic o s  an d

a p p a r e n t l y  u s e d  s i n c e  r e c o r d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o f  t r a d i n g

s h i p s  d e l i v e r i n g  goods to  t h e  C a ic o s  f ro m  E n g la n d  a n d  th e  
44U n i te d  S t a t e s .  I t  i s  n o t a b l e  t h a t  by  an  A c t  o f  

P a r l i a m e n t  A p r i l  4 ,  1788 , "no  goods o r  c o m m o d it ie s  w h a te v e r  

b e  im p o r te d  o r  b r o u g h t  f rom  any o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  b e l o n g i n g  

t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  i n t o  h i s  M a j e s t y ' s  W est 

I n d i e s  . . . an d  y e t ,  a  l e t t e r  i n  th e  Bahama G a z e t t e ,

1798 , r e l a t e s  how a  s h i p  f ro m  Rhode I s l a n d  was d e l i v e r i n g  

p r o v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  G rand C a ic o s  a n d  was 

a t t a c k e d  by  F r e n c h  p r i v a t e e r s .  O b v io u s ly ,  " s t a t u a t o r y  

n e g l e c t "  was t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d ay .

On O c to b e r  1 7 , 1 7 9 1 , W i l l i a m  Gamble, A le x a n d e r  

C am pbell W y lly ,  Jo h n  F e rg u s o n ,  Jo h n  L o r im e r ,  Jo h n  B e l l ,  and  

Wade S tu b b s  w e re  a p p o i n t e d  J u s t i c e s  o f  P e a c e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  

o n ly  r e c o r d  o f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  fo u n d  on G rand C a i c o s .  They 

c o u ld  p e r f o r m  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  m a r r i a g e s ,  w i l l s ,  and  

so  f o r t h  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G rand C a i c o s . S i d e  arm s a r e

^ ^ C r a to n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B aham as, p .  127 .

Gordon C a l h e r a l l ,  " B r i t i s h  B a p t i s t  I n v o lv e m e n t  i n  
J a m a ic a  1 7 8 3 -1 8 6 5 "  (P h .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e e le ,  
1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  4 1 -4 2 .

^^A. T a l b o t  B e t h e l ,  The E a r l y  S e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  Bahama 
I s l a n d s ,  W ith  a  B r i e f  A c co u n t  o f  t h e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n  
( N o r f o lk ,  E n g la n d :  Rounce an d  W o r t le y ,  n . d . ) ,  p .  l 0 9 .
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fo u n d  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s  b u t  t h e r e  was an  

a p p a r e n t  common r e s p e c t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  fo r m a l  la w .

Roads w ere  b u i l t ,  l a n d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  an d  t r a d e  

c o n d u c te d  w i t h  o t h e r  i s l a n d s  a n d  n a t i o n s .  W ith  t h e  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e m o te n e s s  an d  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i t i c a l  

a t t i t u d e ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t a x  money 

f o r  im p ro v e m e n ts .  A common e f f o r t  among t h e  p l a n t e r s  f o r  

r o a d s  an d  l a n d i n g s  w o u ld  be  a  m ore l i k e l y  e x p l a n a t i o n .

A v a i l a b l e  r e c o r d s  a r e  m eag e r  b u t  i t  i s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  

f a m i l i e s  o f  t h i s  w e a l t h  w o u ld  e n j o y  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s .

T h e i r  l a r g e  mahogany d i n i n g  t a b l e s  a n d  s i l v e r  s e r v i c e  a p p e a r  

r e a d y  f o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g .  The m a r r i a g e  o f  Thomas Brown and 

E s t e r  F a r r  " a t  th e  C a ic o s "  i n  1789 was p r o b a b l y  one o f  t h e s e  

e v e n t s .  Brown, th e  l a r g e s t  l a n d h o l d e r  on th e  I s l a n d ,  and  

M iss  F a r r ’ s f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  F a r r ,  a n o t h e r  p l a n t e r ,  c o u ld  

h a v e  co m bined  e f f o r t s  f o r  an  e l a b o r a t e  o c c a s i o n .  J o h n  

L o r i m e r ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  s i x  o f  " h i s  N e g ro e s ,  d r e s s e d  i n  

w h i t e , "  t o  c a r r y  h i s  body  t o  h i s  g r a v e  i n d i c a t e s  more th a n  a  

s im p le  b u r i a l .  I n  re m o te  a r e a s  i t  i s  n o t  uncommon f o r  

f u n e r a l s  t o  become more o r  l e s s  a  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g .

I t  w as a p p a r e n t  t h a t  c o t t o n  p l a n t e r s  i n  t h e  Bahamas 

w e re  f a c i n g  f i n a n c i a l  p ro b le m s  by 1800 . Jo h n  K e l s a l l ,  a  

p l a n t e r  on  L i t t l e  Exuma, a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  p ro b le m  to  s o i l  

e x h a u s t i o n  and  "men, v e r y  many o f  them , u n u s e d  to  

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  . . . c u l t i v a t i n g  c o t t o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n
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47t h e i r  l i v e s .  , . McKinnen n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s

w ere  a lm o s t  d e s e r t e d  on C rooked  I s l a n d  i n  1803 . On Long

I s l a n d ,  b e tw e e n  1795 a n d  1 8 0 3 , t w e n t y - t h r e e  p l a n t a t i o n s

e i t h e r  f a i l e d  c o m p le t e ly  o r  h a d  a  l i m i t e d  o p e r a t i o n .  I n

t h i s  same p e r i o d  o f  t im e ,  f i f t y  c o t t o n  p l a n t e r s  p e t i t i o n e d

t h e  Crown f o r  r e l i e f .  The L and  O f f i c e  was d i r e c t e d  to

r e v i v e  c o t t o n  p l a n t i n g  by a l l o c a t i n g  more Crown L a n d s . O n

G rand C a i c o s ,  h o w e v e r ,  McKinnen fo u n d  t h e  s o i l  i n  good
49c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  one p l a n t e r  ow ning  600 s l a v e s .

The p ro b le m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o t t o n  g ro w in g  w e re  

d i s c u s s e d  u n o f f i c i a l l y  and  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Baham as. The 

Bahama G a z e t t e  f r e q u e n t l y  p r i n t e d  l e t t e r s  e i t h e r  a s k i n g  f o r  

o r  g i v i n g  a d v ic e  c o n c e r n in g  c o t t o n  g ro w in g .  C r o p - r o t a t i o n  

was s u g g e s t e d ,  and  w in d b r e a k e r s  o f  I n d i a n  c o m  p l a n t e d  among 

t h e  c o t t o n  rows was a n o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n .  The A ssem bly  p a s s e d  

law s  r e g u l a t i n g  th e  g ro w th  o f  c o t t o n .  The am ount o f  c o t t o n  

grown was l i m i t e d  to  s e v e n  a c r e s  f o r  e a c h  " t a s k a b l e  h a n d , "  a 

f i e l d  s l a v e  f ro m  s i x t e e n  t o  s i x t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and  t h r e e  

and  a  h a l f  a c r e s  f o r  a  " h a l f  t a s k a b l e  h a n d , "  a  f i e l d  s l a v e  

from  tw e lv e  to  s i x t e e n  o r  o v e r  s i x t y .  P l a n t e r s  w e re  o r d e r e d  

t o  g iv e  p r im a r y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  c h e n i l l e  b u g

^ ^ P a r r i s h  MSS, p .  358. 

^^M cKinnen, A T o u r , p .  193. 
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when i t  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  and  w ere  f i n e d  when th e y  f a i l e d  to  do

SO.50
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  th e  lo n g  s t a p l e

c o t t o n  w e re  f e l t  h e a v i l y .  The A n g u i l l a  c o t t o n  h a d  s w e e t e r

l e a v e s  t h a n  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  c o t t o n  an d  was a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e

c h e n i l l e  b u g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d ry  w e a th e r .  McKinnen s t a t e d

t h a t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  on some p l a n t a t i o n s  o f  th e

O ut I s l a n d s  w ere  d e s t r o y e d  by  i n s e c t s  i n  1788 an d  1 7 9 4 .^ ^

A f t e r  McKinnen c o m p le te d  h i s  t o u r  and  r e t u r n e d  to

N a ss a u ,  h e  sp o k e  w i t h  A t t o r n e y  G e n e ra l  W i l l i a m  W y lly  a b o u t

t h e  s o i l  e x h a u s t i o n  h e  h a d  o b s e r v e d .  McKinnen s u g g e s t e d

m anure  a s  a  f e r t i l i z e r ;  W ylly  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t

enough  m anure  and  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  h o p e  was to  l e t  t h e  l a n d  go 
52b a c k  t o  n a t u r e .

The p l a n t a t i o n s  on t h e  C a ic o s  d id  n o t  e s c a p e  t h i s

d e c l i n e  o f  c o t t o n  p r o s p e r i t y .  The d e s c r i p t i o n s  g iv e n  by  th e

a p p r a i s e r s  r a i s e  d o u b ts  a b o u t  any  s u c c e s s f u l  f u t u r e  i n  t h e

I s l a n d s .  I n  1796 Jo h n  M. T a t t n a l l ' s  p l a n t a t i o n  was

d e s c r i b e d  a s  h a v in g  a  " p r e c a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y

. . . we c o n c e iv e  to  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  i n  v a l u e  th a n  i t
53w o u ld  o t h e r w i s e  b e . "  I n  1801 t h e  a p p r a i s e r s  o f  John

^ ^ P e t e r s ,  "A m er ican  L o y a l i s t s , "  p p .  1 5 0 -5 1 .

McKinnen, A T o u r , p .  170.

S ^ i b i d . , p .  193 .
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B e l l ' s  e s t a t e  w e re  " .  . . a t  a  l o s s  how t o  p r o c e e d  . . . 

u n d e r  t h e  many d i s a d v a n t a g e s  w h ic h  l a n d s  on t h e  C a ico s  m us t 

b e  l i v e d  a t  t h i s  p r e s e n t  t i m e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  "many 

d i s a d v a n t a g e s "  sp o k en  o f  by  t h e  a p p r a i s e r s  w ere  compounded 

by  v i o l e n t  w e a t h e r  an d  h a r a s s m e n t  by  A m erican  p r i v a t e e r s  

d u r i n g  t h e  War o f  1812.

A c c o r d in g  to  H. E. S a d l e r ,  T u rk s  and C a ic o s '  

u n o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  t h e  A m erican s  d e a l t  h e av y  b low s t o  th e  

I s l a n d s  d u r i n g  th e  War o f  1812 . S e v e r a l  s c h o o n e r s  w ere  

l o s t ,  a n d  gun e m p la ce m e n ts  w e re  s e t  up i n  th e  C a ico s  b y  th e  

L o y a l i s t  p l a n t e r s  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an  a t t a c k .  One young  

p l a n t e r  f rom  B o t t l e  C re e k ,  N o r th  C a i c o s ,  Jam es M is s ic k ,  

s e r v e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  R oyal Navy and  was c a p t u r e d  by an 

A m erican  P r i v a t e e r ;  no  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  a r e  known. The 

A m e r ic an s  s u s p e n d e d  t r a d e  a n d  a  s e v e r e  fo o d  s h o r t a g e  

t h r e a t e n e d  f a m in e .  P l a n t e r s  g ro u n d  s i s a l  r o o t  an d  s u b s t i 

t u t e d  i t  f o r  f l o u r .

I n  1813 a  g r e a t  h u r r i c a n e  sw e p t  t h e  I s l a n d s  a n d  

e x t e n s i v e l y  damaged c u l t i v a t i o n  and  b u i l d i n g s .  T h is  n a t u r a l  

d i s a s t e r ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  s o i l  e x h a u s t i o n  and  i n s e c t s ,  en d ed  

p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  t h e  p l a n t e r s  on  th e  C a i c o s .  By 1820, m ost 

p l a n t a t i o n s  w e re  a b an d o n ed .

p .  30.

S ^ i b i d . , p .  290 .

^ ^ S a d l e r ,  " T u rk s  I s l a n d s  L a n d f a l l , "  4 :4 1 .

^^De Booy, "The T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  i s l a n d s ,  B . W . I . , "
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I t  i s  n o t  known w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  th e  t o t a l  L o y a l i s t  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a i c o s .  E s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  e l e v e n  p l a n t e r s  g i v i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  th e  a p p r a i s a l  an d  

d e c l a r i n g  them  d e c e a s e d .  T h e i r  nam es and  a p p r a i s a l  d a t e s  

a r e  a s  f o l l o w :  Jam es F r a z e r ,  December 1 , 1795; John  M ulryne

T a t t n a l l ,  December 1 6 ,  1796; John  Podm ore, December 5 ,  1796; 

Thomas W i l l i a m s o n ,  J u l y  2 7 , 1796; W i l l i a m  F o r b e s , M arch 26 , 

1796; Jo h n  P e t t y ,  May 2 3 , 1799; Jo h n  B e l l ,  F e b r u a r y  6 , 1800; 

W i l l i a m  F a r r ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1800; S te p h e n  De L a n c ey ,  F e b r u a r y  

27 , 1800; Jo h n  M u ir ,  Ju n e  1 5 , 1801; and  John  L o r im e r ,

O c to b e r  30, 1807 . C h a r l e s  Fox T a y l o r ' s  w i l l  was e x e c u t e d  

May 2 7 , 1799. I n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  he  d i e d  an d  was b u r i e d  

i n  S o u th  C a r o l i n a  d u r i n g  a  v i s i t  t o  t h a t  s t a t e .  A le x a n d e r  

C am pbell  W ylly  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  d i e d  on S t .  

S im o n 's  " I s l a n d  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  G e o r g ia .  Thomas Brown and 

W i l l i a m  W ylly  b o t h  moved t o  S t .  V in c e n t  and  d i e d  t h e r e .

A p r e s e n t - d a y  i n h a b i t a n t  i d e n t i f i e d  one  g ra v e  a s  

t h a t  o f  Jo h n  L o r im e r .  Time h a s  e r a s e d  any t r a c e  o f  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f rom  t h e  s t o n e s  t h a t  l i n e  th e  g r a v e .  The 

p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  o f  L o r im e r s  i s  u n d o u b te d ly  named f o r  Jo h n  

L o r im e r

Today i n  t h e  C a i c o s ,  t h e r e  i s  a lm o s t  no  v e r i f i a b l e  

k n o w led g e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  L o y a l i s t s .  T h e re  a r e  no  s u c c e s s o r s  

o f  th e  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  on t h e  C a ic o s  I s l a n d s .  S la v e s  l e f t  by

^ ^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S te p h e n  P en n , L o r im e r s ,  M idd le
C a i c o s ,  J u l y ,  1982 .
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th e  L o y a l i s t s  form  th e  n u c l e u s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t - d a y

p o p u l a t i o n .  Some o f  t h e  su rn am es  a r e  t h o s e  o f  t h e

p l a n t e r s - - F e r g u s o n ,  H a m i l to n ,  F o r b e s ,  P en n , a n d  M c In to sh .

Some c l a i m  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y  t o  A f r i c a n s  s e t  f r e e  when th e

B r i t i s h  n a v y  c a p tu r e d  t h e  S p a n is h  s l a v e  s h i p  E s p e r a n z e  an d

l i b e r a t e d  300 p e r s o n s  i n  1841 . The name o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  th e y

c r e a t e d ,  B am bara, i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  name o f  t h e i r  home
5  8t e r r i t o r y  i n  A f r i c a .

Some o f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  r u i n s  an d  th e  a c e r a g e

s u r r o u n d i n g  them  a re  owned b y  p r e s e n t - d a y  i n h a b i t a n t s .  One,

M rs. C o n s ta n c e  H a l l ,  a  l a d y  i n  h e r  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  was b o m

a t  t h e  F e rg u s o n  p l a n t a t i o n  s i t e .  H er f a m i l y  moved a f t e r

h u r r i c a n e  w in d s  damaged t h e  h o u s e .  L o c a t e d  on  th e  n o r t h e r n

r i d g e  o f  M id d le  C a ic o s ,  t h e  F e rg u s o n  h o u se  i s  now c o m p le t e ly

ov e rg ro w n  w i t h  b r u s h ,  t r e e s ,  an d  c a c t u s  ( s e e  P h o to g r a p h s

8 , 9 ,  and  1 0 ) .  Mrs. H a l l  fa rm s  some o f  t h e  l a n d .  E ach  y e a r

a d i f f e r e n t  p l o t  i s  c l e a r e d  by  h a n d  u s i n g  m a c h e t t e s  a n d  i s

th e n  b u r n e d  b e f o r e  p l a n t i n g  ( s e e  P h o to g r a p h  11) . S u g a r

c a n e ,  c o m ,  o k r a ,  p e a s ,  an d  w a te r m e lo n  a r e  some o f  t h e

v e g e t a b l e s  grown i n  t h e s e  s m a l l  p a t c h e s .  M rs . H a l l  em ploys
59women from  th e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e s  t o  w ork  t h e  f i e l d s .

qg
^ H u tc h in g s ,  "T he  S t o r y  o f  T u rk s  a n d  C a ic o s  

I s l a n d s , "  p .  5 .
59 I n t e r v i e w ,  C o n s ta n c e  H a l l ,  B am bara , M id d le  C a i c o s ,  

J u l y ,  1982; i n s p e c t i o n  o f  F e rg u s o n  s i t e  by  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
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The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  m id d le  C a ic o s  c o n s i s t s  o f  

a p p r o x im a te ly  450 i n h a b i t a n t s .  They make t h e i r  l i v i n g  by  

f i s h i n g ,  f a r m in g ,  an d  some commerce. Some l e a v e  t h e  

i s l a n d s  f o r  w ork  e l s e w h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  u s u a l l y  r e t u r n  to  

e s t a b l i s h  p e rm a n e n t  hom es.

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  C a ic o s  i s  t h e  l a s t  " g r e a t  

f r o n t i e r "  w i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  They 

c o n f i d e n t l y  a w a i t  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  A m erican s  and  th e  

p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  a b o u n d ed  d u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f  P l a n t a t i o n  

P e r i o d .
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CHAPTER IX 

SUM-IARY

B etw een 1763 and  1775 , G e o rg ia  w as p r o s p e r o u s  f o r  

th e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  i t s  s h o r t  h i s t o r y .  The c o lo n y  was 

a t t r a c t i n g  new s e t t l e r s  f rom  E u ro p e  and  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  

N o r th  A m erican  c o l o n i e s .  New p l a n t a t i o n s  w ere  b e i n g  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a ro u n d  A u g u s ta .  M ost o f  t h e s e  

G e o rg ia n s  w e re  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s  and  w a n te d  to  

r e t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .

S u d d e n ly ,  a  d i s r u p t i o n  o c c u r r e d  t h a t  f o r c e d  them  to  

a l i g n  th e m s e lv e s  p o l i t i c a l l y  w i t h  o p p o s in g  f a c t i o n s . T h is  

l e d  to  b i t t e r ,  v e n g e f u l  a c t i o n s  by  e a c h  s i d e  a s  any  c i v i l  

w a r  w i l l  d o .  The w in n e r s  a lw a y s  seem  " r i g h t , "  o r  h i s t o r y  

makes them  s o .  The l o s e r s  a lw a y s  seem  "w rong"  u n l e s s  th e y  

c a n  r e t u r n  to  pow er a s  th e  m onarchy  d id  i n  E n g la n d  i n  1660 

o r  i n  F r a n c e  i n  1815 . The L o y a l i s t s  i n  G e o rg ia  d i d  n o t  

r e t u r n  and  t h u s  w e re  r e a l  l o s e r s .

The N h ig s  w e re  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  G e o rg ia  from  

J a n u a r y , 1776 , to  D ecem ber, 1778 . They p a s s e d  a  L e g i s l a t i v e  

A c t  i n  1778 t o  r i d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h o s e  g u i l t y  o f  

im p r o b i t y ,  a n d ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  to  s e c u r e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n
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m i l i t a r i l y ,  made t h r e e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e n p t s  t o  c a p t u r e  S t .  

A u g u s t in e ,  t h e  L o y a l i s t  s t r o n g h o l d .  I t  was t h e  B r i t i s h ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a i d e d  by  th e  e x i l e d  L o y a l i s t s  f rom  E a s t  F l o r i d a ,  

who r e c a p t u r e d  S avannah  from  t h e  Whigs a n d  h e l d  i t  u n t i l  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  War. D r iv e n  from  G e o rg ia  by  th e  T r e a t y  

o f  P a r i s ,  1 7 8 3 , t h e  L o y a l i s t s  b eg an  t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n  i n  e x i l e  

t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  them  to  t h e  C a ico s  I s l a n d s .

The L o y a l i s t s  who s e t t l e d  t h e  C a ic o s  p r o b a b l y  f a r e d  

b e t t e r  th a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  L o y a l i s t .  They w ere  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  

w e a l t h y ,  and  h a d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  " g e t  t h i n g s  d o n e ."  The 

B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m en t r e p a i d  t h e i r  l o s s e s  w i t h  g e n e r o u s  s e t t l e 

m en ts  o f  money a n d  l a n d  w h ich  th e y  u s e d  t o  e v e r y  a d v a n ta g e  

to  r e e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  fo r m e r  way o f  l i f e .  The C a ic o s  I s l a n d s  

h a d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n  1790 o f  f u r n i s h i n g  them  w i t h  p e rm a n en c e .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  I s l a n d s  d i d  n o t  f u l f i l l  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l .

P l a n t a t i o n s  g ro w in g  A n g u i l l a ,  o r  t h e  l o n g  s t a p l e  

v a r i e t y  o f  c o t t o n ,  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  on th e  C a i c o s .  They 

w e re  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  th e  l a t e s t  e q u ip m e n t  f o r  c l e a n i n g  c o t t o n ,  

and  s l a v e  l a b o r  was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f i e l d  w ork . P l a n t a t i o n  

h o u s e s  w e re  b u i l t  c o m p arab le  t o  th o s e  i n  G e o rg ia  a t  t h a t  

t im e .  M a r r i a g e s  w ere  made and f u n e r a l s  w ere  a r r a n g e d .

Roads w e re  b u i l t  and  l a n d i n g s  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  

d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  l u x u r i e s .  F o r  a p p r o x im a te ly  

t h r e e  d e c a d e s ,  l i f e  was p r o s p e r o u s  on t h e  C a ic o s .

W e a th e r ,  i n s e c t s ,  s o i l  e x h a u s t i o n  and  w a r  h av e  a l l  

b e e n  g iv e n  a s  r e a s o n s  f o r  f a i l u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
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some o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  w ere  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  p l a n t e r s .  S o i l  

e x h a u s t i o n  was a  p r im a r y  r e a s o n  a n d  t h e  s m a l l n e s s  o f  t h e  

I s l a n d s  compounded t h a t  c o n d i t i o n .  I n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

d u r i n g  th e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 s ,  s o i l  e x h a u s t i o n  was n o t  uncommon.

The d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e t t l e r s  c o u l d  

move to  new l a n d ,  b u t  on th e  C a ic o s  t h e y  w e re  f o r c e d  to  

l e a v e  th e  I s l a n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  l i m i t e d  a c r e a g e .

T h e re  i s  no  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  C a ic o s  com m unity  was 

p l a n n e d .  T h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e g a n  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  an d  

c o n t i n u e d  i n  e x i l e .  They w e re  men w e a l t h y  enough  to  

e x p e r im e n t  w i t h  c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n s  a n d ,  when i t  was no 

l o n g e r  e c o n o m i c a l ly  p r o f i t a b l e ,  t h e y  c o u ld  a f f o r d  to  move 

away a n d  l e a v e  th e  l a n d  an d  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e i r  fo r m e r  

s l a v e s .  M i d d l e - c l a s s  o r  p o o r  p e o p l e  do n o t  h av e  t h o s e  

o p t i o n s .

U n d o u b te d ly ,  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  s u f f e r e d  e m o t i o n a l l y  and  

w e re  f r u s t r a t e d  p o l i t i c a l l y .  Many f a m i l i e s  w e re  s e p a r a t e d ,  

n e v e r  t o  r e u n i t e  a n d  th e  B r i t i s h  B aham ians  w ere  n o t  y e t  

r e a d y  f o r  t h e s e  " e x t r e m i s t s "  who w a n te d  to  ch an g e  c e n t u r i e s  

o f  q u a s i - l e g a l  g o v e rn m e n t .  T hese  L o y a l i s t s  w e re  u n d a u n te d  

i n  t h e i r  z e a l  f o r  r i g h t ,  a s  t h e y  v ie w e d  i t ,  and  p e r h a p s  a t  

a n o t h e r  p l a c e  o r  t im e  th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  c o u n te d  among th e  

g r e a t  men o f  h i s t o r y .
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