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BALLOT

October 21, 2004

second annual

the ‘boro’s best

Please nominate as few national chains as possibl

2004 ballot

( Start your engines, Pedro.

Once again, it's time to highlight
your favorite bars, clubs, bands,
video stores, restaurants and what-
ever else passes for culture in this
decaying college burg we affection-
ately call Murfreesboro.

Below is democracy in action. Our
beautiful Quark-made ballot now

\includes: Best Place to Shop for

Under $5, Best Local Deejay, Best \
Tattoo Parlor and Best Bookstore.
Ballots should be turned in to the
Sidelines office, in the James Union
Building, Room 310, by Nov. 11. You
can also mail us at Post Office Box 8,
Murfreesboro, TN 37132. And if
you're a Webhead, fill out your ballot
online at www.mtsusidelines.com.

Whew. %
4

Music

Best Murfreesboro Band

Best Murfreesboro Musician

Best Place to Hear Live Music

Best Place to Play Live Music

Best Local Deejay

Food & Drink

Bar With the Best Bartenders

Best Cup of Coffee

Best Mixed Drinks

Best Happy Hour

Best Beer

Best Atmosphere (Restaurant)

Best Atmosphere (Bar)

Best Breakfast

Best Mexican Food

Best Oriental Food

Best Soul Food

Best Sit-Down Meal in Town

food and drink continued

Best Service (Restaurant)

Best Service (Bar)

Best Drunk/Stoned Food Place

Best Grab-and-Go Lunch Place

Arts & Entertainment

Best Place to Spend a Friday/Saturday Night

Best Place to Spend a Weeknight

Best Place to Pick Up a Date

Best Place to Take Your Date

Best Place to Cheat on Your
Best Place to Shop for Under $*
Best Place to Dance

Best Place to Rent Videos

Best Local Tattoo Parlor

Best Bookstore

Best Place to Experience Local Culture

Best Place to See Local Art

Best Place to Sit, Chill Out and Read
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“Team America’ provokes gut-busting laughs

By Forrest Sanders

Team America is an elite
squadron of square-jawed
covert specialists, daily put-
ting their life on the line in
their ongoing fight against
terrorism. Oh, and they're
also puppets

After a gut-busting open-
ing sequence (in which the

team obliviously topples
the Eiffel Tower and blows
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it Pt [ irt a qi [
ter
o
§ i Yol
vt thea 1
turn yut that
[ W( [ | enlist ng
the services of renowned
Broadway performer Gary

Johnston to use his impec-
able acting skills as a
means of infiltrating terror-
ist cells. Following a soul-
searching song Interlude,
decides to join the
gung-ho do-gooders of
Team America. Soon he's
being shipped off to gather
terrorist information In
some country named
Derkaderkastan

Team America creators
Trey Parker and Matt Stone
are masters in the art of
primitive  film  making.

Gary

‘Team America:
World Police’

Director Trey Parker
Rated R
Paramount Pictures
Released Oct. 15

Rating ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ?} stars

(out of four stars)

take-off on the marionette

ytarring Brit ries
Thunderbirds the pug
peteering 1s only stilted
when used to hilar
effect

In all reality, there's quite
a bit of craftsmanship that™
gone into Team America
New York architect David
Rockwell's puppet-size sets
are lush and incredibly
detailed and it's all skillfully
photographed by Matrix

cinematographer Bill Pope
With that said, perhaps it
comes as no surprise that
Parker and Stone use the
same digital technology
that brought us Jurassic
Park to bring us the con-
struction paper world of
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¥ Free chips & drink 10% off any menu
with purchase item when
3 0

of burrito, basket gp MTSU Student ID
of tacos or salad Is presented
24pm 11am-9pm
Monday-Friday Monday-Friday
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mit one per person. Not redeemable for cash or credit
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Photo provided by imdb.org

With Trey Parker's and Matt Stone'sTeam America, Asian dictators like Kim Jong Il reign
supreme, in puppet-form nonetheless. Team America is currently playing in the ‘Boro.

Wi Fark

r the record, despite
what the “World Police”
part of the title may imply,
Team America is in N0 way
an attack on the Bush
administration and neither
the president or Sen. John
Kerry are featured in puppet
form.

Instead, Parker and
Stone's targets are set on
skewering the big budget-
ed Michael Bay-brand of
action movie and having a
little fun at the expense of
Hollywood’s most outspo-
ken political activists.

Though Alec Baldwin, Tim
Robbins and Susan
Sarandon all get the puppet
treatment, Team America's

unlikely scene stealer is
North Korean dictator Kim
Jong ll. Sitting atop a throne
overlooking a village con-
structed of Chinese food
take-out cartons, he woeful-
ly sings melancholic ditties
of how lonely it is being
intellectually superior to
everyone else in the human
race.

As any South Park con-
noisseur can tell you, much
of Team America is bor-
rowed from Parker and
Stone’'s Comedy Central
series. A song dedicated to
the movie montage Is recy-
cled from their long-running
show and Team America's
overall message may sound
a bit familiar to anyone who
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caught South Park's 100th
episode. However, Team
America's primary problem
is that it simply doesn’t
measure up to 1999's more
edgy, incisive and generally
funny South Park movie.

That film was universally
acclaimed by major critics,
earned an Oscar nomina-
tion for the Canuck-bashing
anthem “Blame Canada,”
and was even hailed by
Stephen Sondheim as the
best musical of the '90s
(though it didn't have much
competition in that arena,
did it?).

Parker and Stone have
yet to create a film that
matches South Park in wit,
but nevertheless, Team
America is a solid effort
with just enough sly movie
references and hearty
laughs to cover the price of

A

admission. #
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Adorably tattered ragamuffins

dance and sing in TPAC's ‘Oliver’

By Collin Winter

Over its 170-year lifespan, Charles Dickens's
Oliver Twist has seen countless dramatic adap-
tations, yet none has been more successful than
Oliver!, the latest production to hit Nashville's
Tennessee Performing Arts Center. Oliver! runs
from Oct. 26 to Oct. 31

Despite many stage versions of Dickens’
novel, Oliver!, first performed in 1960, was the
first musical adaptation of this literary classic
Set against the bleak backdrop of an orphanage
in early 19th century Britain, both the novel and
musical tell the story of Oliver, a young orphan
boy who escapes from life as a servant at a
bleak workhouse. After displeasing his latest
master, Oliver runs away to Londor
be sent back to the dreary workhouse
there, he falls in with a gang of apprentice pict
pockets, a group with a penchant for breaking
into song. After numerous twists and turns
Oliver is identified as the son of the wealthy Mr
Brownlow, with whom, after a few more twists,
Oliver comes to live happily ever after

Oliver! was an instant hit at its 1960 London
debut. After transferring to Broadway, it became
the longest-running British musical at the time,
playing at Broadway's Imperial Theatre for 18
months. To date, Oliver! is still the longest run-

history of the London

Britain's largest and well-
known theaters; the production’s run included
1.366 performances at the Palladium alone
(2,618 in total), grossing more than $70 million
ronically, when Oliver! was being shopped
around to various theaters in the late 1950s
writer Lionel Bart was rejected a dozen times

rather thai

Ing show In the

n
Palladium, one of

his musical was dismissed as being too dark and
too morbid for audiences at the time. Rather
han a straight translation of Dickens’ gritty
0C1a ntcism INto musical theater, however
Bart i loose, heavily cleaned-up adaptatior

proagucti numpers

than stingiNng commentary FAL DIIS Uliver! as

Photo provided by TPAC
The Tennessee Performing Arts Center's
production of ‘Oliver’ runs through Nov. 2. For
more information about ‘Oliver’ and other
events, visit www.tpac.org.

The original production run was nominated for
10 Tony Awards (musical theater's equivalent to
the Oscar), winning three: Best Composer and
Lyricist, Best Conductor and Musical Director
and Best Scenic Designer. The movie version of
the Broadway musical, released in 1968, scored
11 Oscar nominations with five wins, including
Best Picture, Best Director and Best Score

More recently, Robert Lindsay won the 199,
British Olivier Award for Best Actor in a Musica
for his portrayal of Oliver!'s Fagir

The current nationally-touring prod
based on Cameron Mackintosh's wild
cessful 1994 revival, which
set design and additional dia

features

ANNarkirmetr } .
Mackintos 1S
1 f [4
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\ 1 £ 19
Mackintost )¢

famous productions a
Miss Saigon, My Fair Lad)
Opera. Mackintosh’'s M
ing to TPAC in November
Fun fact: Both Phi
The Monkees fame)
Artful Dodger

‘Oliver’

Starring Mark McCracke
Renata Wilson, Shane Tanne
TPAC
Performances Oci
Tickets
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Photo provided by TPAC
Justin S. Pereira stars in
TPAC's production of
‘Oliver!
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R.E.M. moves in a new direction
with recent release ‘Around the Sun’

By T.). Green

Released Oct. 5, R.EM.'s
13th studio album and first
release since Reveal
(2001), Around the Sun
shows that the Athens, Ga.,
natives have had a lot to
think about in the last three
years. .

War and terror have influ-
enced frontman Michael
Stipe's songwriting greatly,
which is evident in songs
such as "Final Straw,” in
which he sings, “There's a
hurt down deep that has
not been corrected. There's
a voice in me that says you
will not win.” Stipe's lyrics
have been mostly cryptic
throughout the band's 24-
year history, but the songs
of Around the Sun have a
clearer, bleaker message.

For instance, Stipe sings,
“We can’'t approach the
allies ‘cause they seem a lit-
tle peeved and speak a lan-
guage we don't under-
stand” in "l Wanted to be
Wrong.” And while the
highly polished sound of
Reveal makes a return on
Around the Sun, none of
the songs share the blissful

tone of “All the Way to
Reno” or “Imitation of Life”
from the band’'s 2001
release

Yet, although this album
is a departure from what
R.E.M. has released In
recent years, it does bor-
row something from the
band’s 1991 album Out of
Time. That album’s first
song, “Radio Song,” fea-
tured a guest appearance
by hip-hop artist KRS-One
In a similar fashion, Around
the Sun's “The Outsiders”
ends with a rap by artist Q
Tip. The difference here is
that Q-Tip's rap is poignant,
while KRS-One's appear-

ance was full of satire.

Around the Sun may not
be the next musical break-
through for R.E.M., but it
does show that the band is
moving in a new direction.
This should please fans
who were disappointed
with the band's last two
releases, Reveal and Up.

On Oct. 13 in Los
Angeles, R.E.M. began its
North American concert
tour in support of Around
the Sun. At 8 p.m. Oct. 22
the band will perform at the
historic Ryman Auditorium
in Nashuville.

Tickets for the Nashville
show went on sale at 10
a.m. Aug. 21 and sold out in
eight minutes, according to
TicketMaster records.
Because of this, many fans
may be out of luck this time
around.

But, for those willing to
pay a little extra, tickets can
still be found online from
Web sites such as eBay,
www.ebay.com. Tickets are
selling at an average of

‘pregnancy

Support
cesnter

R.E.M.
‘Around the Sun’

Warner Brothers
Records
Released Oct. 5
Playing The Ryman
Auditorium Aug. 21

$150 per ticket for the
Nashville show on the pop-
ular auction site.

Tickets for other shows
on the tour are even more
expensive. Front-row tick-
ets for New York’'s Madison
Square Garden on Nov. 4
are selling for more than
$1,500 per ticket. While
this may be too much for
casual fans, it will definitely
be worth the money for
fans that have waited years
to see R.E.M. live. &
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We're lonely.
Come visit us.

Sidelines
COMM 269
15 8982917

slflash@mtsu.edu
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Thursday, Oct. 21

» Rachel Pearl at The Boro, 9:30 p.m., $5
Friday, Oct. 22

[flash]

concert calendar

# — [flash] pick of the week

Court, 9 p.m., $8

Muse, 7 p.m., $8
The Genitorturers at Exit/In, 9 p.m., $10

at Mercy Lounge, 9 p.m., $5

Split at The Red Rose, 9 p.m., $5

* Deailed, Gear Driven at The End, 10 p.m.,

* Kenny Brown, Black Diamond Heavies at Bi@d@kjoberfest at Windows, 9 p.m., $5

* R.E.M. at The Ryman, 8 p.m.

» Beer Zone, Random Conflict, Cretin Grims &t Ahwbulance, Ltd. at Exit/In, 10 p.m., $10

Saturday, Oct. 23

# Rooftop Society at The Boro, 9:30 p.m., $

* Red Stick Ramblers at The Station Inn, 9 pswh#8 Animals at Mercy Lounge, 9:30 p.m. &

% Rally for Hope: Dan Dyer, Mathew Ryan, athesimall Victory, Cartel, Red Square, Arson
Accident at The Muse, 7 p.m., $7

» Roland White Band at The Station Inn, 9 p.JB8

Sunday, Oct. 24

* City on Film, Black Soul Tyler, Michael Acrae NNstal! Elboeye, A Suburban Blooddrive, R

at The Muse, 7 p.m., $5
* A Fir-Ju Well, Vesta Rose at The Muse, 7 p.gx \&% at Exit/In, 8 p.m., $12

N
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Matthew Ryan

/ 25 26

.

at Gentleman
Jim's, 7 p.m.

The Time Jumpers
at The Station |
Inn, 9 p.m.

p.m

Petty Girls Make |
Graves at
Rockewn, 7 p.m|

27

» Mell, Last Tuesday- Paria at The Muse, 7 Synthetic Elements$ atSensory Sircus at
The Muse, 7 p.m
* Death Cab for Cut|e;” Napalm Death,
Goatwher Cattle
Decapitation at
Exithh, 9 p.m

28 29 }

Street, 10 p.m.
* Denovo Dahl at |
Exithh, 10 p.m. |

Mercy Lounge, 6
p.m
* Joe Satriani at The

é Muse, 7 p.m. ’

» Codetalkers at Wall « Silent Drive, Roses
are Red at The
Muse, 7 p.m.

* Girlesque at der

Ryman, 7:30 p.m. * Darling Hearts at The Lounge, 10 p.m.

31

» Metal Bash at T
Muse, 7 p.m.

* Garage Rock
Monster Bash
Mercy Lounge, |7
p.m.

30

Grimey'’s Top Sellers

1. The Thrills Let’s Bottle Bohemia

2. Tom Waits Real Gone

3. R.E.M. Around the Sun

4. Brian Wilson Smile

5. Drive-By Truckers The Dirty South

6. Interpol Antics

7. Various Artists Not the Same Old Blues Crap
8. Ben Folds Super D EP

9. Arcade Fire Funeral

10. Robyn Hitchcock Spooked

Compiled by Grimey's Record Shop owner, Doyle Davis
Grimey's Is located at 1604 Eighth Ave. South in Nashville

WRLT Playlist
1. R.E.M. “Leaving New York”
2. Modest Mouse “Float On”
3. Scissor Sisters “Take Your Mama”
4. Finger Eleven "One Thing”
5. Crosby & Nash “Lay Me Down”
6. Mark Knopfler “Boom, Like That”
7. Ozomatli “(Who Discovered) America”
8. Jamie Cullum "“All At Sea”
9. U2 “Vertigo”

10. Carbon Leaf “Life Less Ordinary”
Compiled by Keith Coes, WRLT-FM 100.1 music director.

\ WALT Lightning 100 is Nashville’s progressive radio stanon/

WMTS Playlist

|. The Features Exhibit A
Black Keys Rubber Factory
The Clash London Calling
Deerhoof Milk Man

The Faint Wet From Birth
Mission of Burma A Gun to the Head

Brian Wilson Smile

TV on the Radio “"New Health Rock” (single)
9. Bjork Medulla

10. Interpol Antics

Compiled by WMTS-FM 88.3 music director Jason Jones
WMTS 88.3 is MTSU student-run radio station

20th Anniversary
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Joey Hood
Marie Patrick
Editors
Brandon Morrison
Designer

www.mtsusidelines.com
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www.mtsusidelines.com
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Villages' pretty but not too hospitable

By Lindsey Turner

Villages , i
Fe Ny O |
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i s 1‘?“:- 1 : )” titute for pete's sake ve don’t really care about
S e o S i fe, here on dis- and placed them In stories
eems harmed that aren’t terribly engross-
ided but | ¢ . eal igh, but it also seems ing. This kind of writing, for
AN ' ind, at umes, ugly. most readers, receives a
tuation with women reluctant shrug of praise
- ST . fé ‘ takes him to a strange but and admiration for the
( thet K¢ eel \ alite 1 all-too-tamiliar place where- writer, but not much appre-
» i€ ; ' ng the landscape X therr elle (mar- n he is both a misogynist ciation for the story itself. %
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