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Student 
disputes 
upgraded 
charges 

Students crowd around television sets in the Keathley University Center to watch Barack Obama's inauguration on Tuesday. 

Inauguration gathers students 
Students break between classes to watch inauguration coverage 
By ALEX MOORMAN 
Campus News Editor 

Tuesday Barack Obama 
became the 44th president 
of the United States as mil- 
lions of people around the 
world watched, includ- 
ing MTSU students who 
crowded around television 
sets all around campus to 
catch every detail of the in- 
auguration. 

Obama is the first African 
American president and 
modeled his inauguration 
after President Abraham 
Lincoln's inauguration in 
1861, down to the Bible that 
he was sworn in on. 

Obama's speech was giv- 
en with the promise that 
"the challenges we face 
are real. They are serious 
and they are many. They 
will not be met easily or in 
a short span of time. But 
know this, America — they 
will be met." 

MTSU's campus had 
televisions set up at College 
of Mass Communication 
Building and the Keathley 
University Center, allow- 
ing students to have the 
opportunity to watch the 
inauguration without leav- 
ing campus or missing it all 
together. 

"People   need   to   have 

access to such historical 
events," said lessica Berry, 
junior nursing major. "I 
think MTSU did a great 
job at setting up areas for 
students to view the inau- 
guration." 

The inauguration fes- 
tivities began early Tuesday 
morning and around noon; 
Joe Biden was sworn in as 
vice president and followed 
by Obama. 

"1 followed [Obama's] 
journey from the beginning 
and 1 think that students 
and the youth of America 
played a huge role in this 
campaign," said Kate Hall, 
senior media design major. 
"1 felt like I should watch 
what we had worked for." 

Prior to the inauguration 
of Biden and Obama, Are- 
tha Franklin, an American 
singer, songwriter and pia- 
nist, serenaded the crowd 
with her rendition of "My 
Country 'tis of Thee." Also 
among the performers was 
Elizabeth Alexander, a 
poet, essayist, playwright 
and teacher. 

Robert Frost gave the first 
inaugural poem in 1961 for 
President Kennedy, fol- 
lowed by Miller Williams 
in 1997 at Clinton's second 
swearing-in.   Williams   is 

Photo by Erin o 1 tuy srafl phocographei 
Faculty, students watch the inauguration in Mass Comm. 

INAUGURATION, PAGE 3 

By ALEX MOORMAN 
Campus News Editor 

An MTSU student ac- 
cused of stabbing another 
student over a parking 
space last August says that 
her upgraded charge of at- 
tempted murder is unfair, 
and plans to take the case 
to a jury to prove her in- 
nocence. 

Starlett Custer, 19, was 
primarily charged with 
aggravated assault on Aug. 
27 after she was arrested in 
the Bell Street Lot for alleg- 
edly stabbing Ashley Ram- 
say. Ramsay was stabbed 
several times and hospital- 
ized for her injuries. 

"She did not cut any- 
one; she didn't ram any- 
one with her car like Mrs. 
Ramsay did ,and if the 
state does not wish to dis- 
miss this case, we will take 
it all the way to a jury," 
said Joe Brandon, defense 
attorney for Custer. 

Brandon said that Ram- 
say struck his client's car 
not once but twice, and 
that Ms. Ramsay drove 
her own vehicle down the 
side of his client's car and 
over the top of it to get to 
a parking place. 

"Ms. Ramsay has given 
inconsistent statements 
with the eyewitness that 
was on the scene, and my 
client vehemently denies 
that she did anything 
wrong," Brandon said. 

Brandon said evidence 
shows Ramsay had scratch- 
es on her fingers consistent 
with using some type of 
bladed instrument. 

Custer's indictment 
hearing was held Ian. 
20. She is scheduled for a 
hearing on Feb. 6. If no 
decision   i-.  made,  there 

will be a plea bargain on 
Feb. 18. 

Brandon said that Ram- 
say is the person who start- 
ed the entire encounter. 

"Custer is appalled by 
the charges because she 
was waiting on a park- 
ing place and the woman 
backing out made a state- 
ment which said that 
Custer was waiting first," 
Brandon said. "She spoke 
to Ms. Custer in.the park- 
ing lot and she was giv- 
ing the spot to her when, 
from out of nowhere, 
Ramsay drove her car into 
the back end of my clients 
vehicle." 

According to police re- 
ports no "bladed instru- 
ment" was ever found, 
and according to Bran- 
don's statements from 
eyewitnesses and 911 calls, 
Custer did not initiate the 
confrontation. 

"My client does not 
deny that after someone 
had rammed her car twice 
and gets up in her face 
that she did what most 
people would do and fight 
them," Brandon said. "I 
don't know if Ramsay 
has some mental issues or 
what, but her aggression is 
what started this." 

Brandon said that the 
damage on the cars was 
proof that Custer had not 
been the one to start the 
altercation. 

"If you look at the dam- 
age, it's all the way down 
the side of Ramsay's ve- 
hicle and on the front 
fender of my clients car," 
Brandon said. 

William Whitesell, dis- 
trict attorney general for 
Rutherford County, said 
that he was not ethically 
able to comment. 

Campus reception to celebrate Obama 
By FAITH FRANKLIN 
Communitv News Editor 

Students ended Tues- 
day's inaugural celebra- 
tion with a reception 
reflecting on the day's 
events, as well as events 
leading up to the inaugu- 
ration of the nation's first 
black president. 

The reception, hosted 
by Alpha Phi Alpha and 
Intercultural Diversity Af- 
fairs, began with audio and 
video recapping the day's 
events, followed by the 
program. 

The purpose of the re- 
ception was to celebrate 
history, said Cord Martin, 
a senior music education 
major who coordinated the 
event. 

"Even though President 
Obama doesn't actually 
know that we are doing this 
for him, we just wanted to 

show our appreciation and 
show him that we recog- 
nize this historic moment," 
said Jeremy Simpson, a se- 
nior mass communication 
major and president of Al- 
pha Phi Alpha. 

"We all know that Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. was 
an important person in 
American History," Simp- 
son said. "Barack Obama 
being the first African- 
American president is just 
another milestone, not 
only in African Ameri- 
can history, but American 
history and culture as a 
whole." 

Student Government As- 
sociation President Sondra 
Wilson spoke during the 
reception. 

Martin said that Wilson 
is an example of history 
here at MTSU by serving as 
the first African-American 
female SGA president. 

"I chose to come out to 
this event tonight because I 
was chosen the first female 
African-American |SGA] 
president here at MTSU," 
Wilson said. "With Barack 
being the first African- 
American male president, 
I felt that I needed to at- 
tend." 

Wilson said that Obama's 
win is an example of how 
America has changed. She 
said that when she looks 
back at King's "I Have a 
Dream" speech, she feels 
like the dream is finally 
coming true. 

"Even though racism 
still exists, it is evident that 
people are more willing to 
accept someone by their 
character, as the MTSU 
student body did me by 
the content of my character 
and not my color," Wilson 
said. 

Photo by Erin O'Learv. staff photographer 
Bobby Matthews, member of Alpha Phi Alpha, delivers speech at the inauguration reception on 
Jan. 20 in the Tom Jackson building. 
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Gas leak in cafeteria, ignites fire 
McCallie Dining Hall receives minor damage, repairs 
By EMMA EGLI 
Assistant News Editor 

McCallie Cafeteria and 
Corlew Hall were evacuat- 
ed after a gas fire erupted 
in the cafeteria's kitchen 
causing little damage, 
however MTSU officials 
said that precautions have 
been taken to prevent fu- 
ture piping problems. 

The fire, which was ex- 
tinguished in less than an 
hour by the Murfreesboro 
Fire Department, started 
due to a crack in a gas 
pipe. 

MTSU officials said that 
all precautions have been 
taken to prevent any fu- 
ture gas-piping problems. 

"The building is perfect- 
ly safe, and we have made 
all the repairs from the fire 
and everything else looks 
good," said )oe Hue, assis- 

tant vice president of Pro- 
curement and Auxiliary 
Services. "We have taken 
all the necessary precau- 
tions to inhibit this from 
happening again." 

McCallie Cafeteria has 
undergone numerous re- 
pairs over recent years and 
is scheduled to be reno\ at- 
ed next summer. 

"Since it is an old build- 
ing, as you can imagine, 
we have done a couple ot 
renovations over the past 
years, so the plan is to 
put a shunt valve on the 
other side of the building 
that will turn off the pipes 
automatically," Hue said. 
"One side of the building 
already has a shunt valve 
because it had already 
been renovated.' 

Hue said the lire may 
have started after some 

one bumped the pipe, 
which lead to it cracking. 
The crack is reported to 
have started the fire. 

"The fire caused very 
little damage," Hue said. 
"Really, at most, there was 
a little soot that needed 
cleaning, but everything 
has been cleaned and re- 
paired." 

John Tate, food direc- 
tor for Aramark, said that 
he received the call about 
the fire and immediately 
informed MTSU officials 
and the fire department. 

"We just basically let 
MTSU know that there 
was a fire in McCallie Din- 
ning Hall," Tate said. "The 
fire department came and 
put it out, so we let MTSU 
handle the rest because we 
don't really deal with elec- 
trical problems." 

I'lioto by Alex BlackueIder. photography editor 

McCallie Caferteria, seen above, was evacuated Sunday even due to a kitchen fire. 

Budget cuts could silence WMOT 
MTSU jazz station may go off air after broadcasting for more than 40 years 

PIHXO b) la\ Bailey, itafFphocopa| 
WMOT is located in the Learning Resource Center near the 
other MTSU radio station, WMTS. 

By EMMA EGLI 
,:•.' News Editoi 

|azz radio station 
WMOT tops the list of 
programs that could be 
cut altogether as MTSU's 
budget tightens. 

WMOT 89.5 is a non- 
profit, noncommercial, 
nationally recognized pub- 
lic radio station of MTSU. 
The station has been at MT 
since 1969, making this 
40-year tradition a fixture 

of both the mass commu- 
nications program and the 
Murfreesboro commu- 
nity. 

"WMO'I may not have 
as many listeners as 107.5 
or stations like that, but 
the listeners that they do 
have are so dedicated," 
said Alii Scott, senior mu- 
sic and theatre major and 
general manager of sister 
station WMTS. "The lis- 
teners are so devastated 
about this, especially the 

jazz community. 
Unlike WMTS, which is 

run by student* strictly on 
a volunteer basis, WMOT 
is run by employees who 
hold 11 salary positions. 
If the station is cut, they 
would lose their jobs. 

"A small portion of 
WMOT is listener-sup- 
ported and sponsored, but 
it's not near the amount 
needed to support it," Scott 
said. "The people working 
there have to get paid." 

While the students work- 
ing at WMTS are working 
there to gain experience, it 
has been a long-term ca- 
reer for most of the jazz- 
loving faculty members at 
WMOT. 

"Our jazz program here 
on campus is really strong 
and a lot of the faculty 
members are artists that we 
play on the station," Scott 
said. "They are so worried 

WMOT, PAGE 3 
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Scholar gets seat in D.C. 
Student gets front-row seat to Obama's Inauguration 

from the University Presidential Inaugural Conference 

By MICHAEL STONE 
Editor in Chief 

An MTSU student re- 
turned to Murfreesboro 
after attending Tuesday's 
presidential inauguration 
of Barack Obama for be- 
ing selected as an Inaugu- 
ral Scholar by the Univer- 
sity Presidential Inaugural 
Conference. 

'It was crazy," said Kel- 
man Edwards, a 21-year- 
old pre-med major. "I 
had never seen that many 
people in one place before. 
There were millions com- 
ing from all over just to see 
[Obama] speak." 

Edwards said he was one 
of about 5,000 students 
that attended the event 
after being invited by the 
UPIC. 

The UPIC offers "alum- 
ni of the National Youth 
Leadership Forum...the 
opportunity to take part in 
and personally witness the 
historic event of the presi- 
dential inauguration," ac- 
cording to nscs.org. 

"Back in 2005,I went to 

WMOT 
FROM PAGE 2 

because if it wasn't for 
WMOT, they wouldn't 
have the careers that they 
now have today." 

It's because of WMOT 
that WMTS came about. 
A group of students work- 
ing at the jazz station felt 
students should have their 
own   station   where   they 

the National Youth Lead- 
ership Forum on medicine 
in Atlanta that basically 
introduced young leaders 
into going into the medi- 
cal field," Edwards said. 
"They kept up with me 
through college, and as 
a result, they sent me an 
invitation long before I 
found out who was run- 
ning for president." 

Edwards, who received 
the invitation during the 
summer of 2008, said that 
he doesn't want people to 
think that he went just 
because Obama, the first 
black president, was elect- 
ed. 

"People kind of see it as 
'Oh, you got invited because 
Barack won," Edwards said. 
"I got invited because of 
academic performance and 
received the invitation long 
before I found out who was 
running for president." 

As an Inaugural Scholar, 
Edwards said he slaved in 
Washington D.C. from Ian. 
17-21 and heard speeches 
from various speakers, in- 
cluding Colin Powell and 

could choose what to play, 
resulting in a completely 
student-run station that 
shares tower space with 
WMOT. 

While the student station 
has not been mentioned as 
a possible cut, many feel 
that it is only a matter of 
time before WMTS would 
go under without the sup- 
port of the older station. 

"For (the budget commit- 
tees], it would be the most 

Al Gore. 
"I felt a sense of pride 

when Al Gore talked about 
MTSU," Edwards said, 
adding his expenses for the 
trip, including tuition for 
the UPIC, totaled around 
$3,000. 

Tom Cheatham, dean of 
the College of Basic and 
Applied Sciences, said Ed- 
wards is a "serious stu- 
dent." 

"We are very proud of 
Kelman and very excited 
for him to get back and tell 
us about his experience," 
Cheatham said. 

Edwards said he sat in a 
reserved-seating area be 
hind senators and their 
families during Obama's 
inaugural speech at the 
Capitol building. 

"This election showed 
me 1 can achieve anything 
1 can put my mind to," Ed- 
wards said. "1 saw when 
[Obama] talked about hav- 
ing a sense of hope - com 
ing from the top kingdoms 
of the world down to the 
small \ illage where his dad 
was horn" 

convenient way to drop 
a large amount of money 
quickly," said Zach Trout- 
man, senior recording in- 
dustry major and produc- 
tion director for WMTS. 
"We rely on WMOT for a 
lot of technical things and 
if they go we would be los- 
ing a lot of really valuable 
resources as far as person- 
nel who help us go." 

While WMOT provides 
music and entertainment, 

Photo by Jay Bailey staff photographer 

Students in the Keathley University Center watch as President Obama speaks to a crowd. 
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the most recent poet in- 
volved in the inauguration 
until Obama's inaugura- 
tion. 

Students around MTSU 
agreed that being involved 
with this inauguration 
was very important to the 
youth of America. 

Berry said students and 

it also provides educational 
experience tor those in the 
mass communications pro- 
gram. 

"Classes take tours of 
the studios and get hands 
on experience at WMOT 
and WMTS," said Amanda 
Nielsen, sophomore EMC 
major and music director 
for WMTS. "There are so 
many things you just can't 
learn from a textbook." 

In an effort to raise aw are 

youth have made a tre- 
mendous impact on the 
voting process during the 
voting period, and they 
felt just like many other 
American's that [the stu- 
dents] were experiencing 
history in the making. 

"It's great to read about 
history in a book and 
learn about it in class, but 
today we actually got a 
chance to be a part of it, to 
live in history," said Avery 

ness and support from the 
community, a benefit con- 
cert will be held on Feb. 5 
at Club 527 on East Main. 
Admission is free, but do- 
nations are greatly encour- 
aged. WMOT will also be 
holding a joint fundraising 
concert with the Nashville 
Jazz Workshop on Friday, 
Ian. 23. 

"There may not be a way 
that we as students can raise 
enough money in one night 

Nelson, freshman music 
business major. "It's amaz- 
ing to watch something so 
huge." 

Shawn Davis, senior 
recording industry ma- 
jor, said students are get- 
ting a chance to see his- 
tory. 

"It was a great experi- 
ence to finally feel like they 
were a part of something 
bigger than themselves," 
Davis said. 

to appease the president," 
Nielsen said. "But we need 
the help of the community 
to show him that WMOT 
is so crucial to the mass 
communication program 
at MTSU." 

"We want to show Presi- 
dent Sidney McPhee all the 
support that the station has 
so that he will realize that it 
is a detrimental cut to the 
campus and the commu- 
nity." Scott said. 

<v 
fU. 20-21 from 7 f>m - 3 am 

lnuoup KM W' itfrmd&c, Ctnto 
Up *TfI Dawn and MTSU students have been working to make this 
year's Grand Finale one that YOU don't want to miss! 

MTSU students pay only $5 to be entertained by a live band, enjoy 
refreshments all night, bounce around in many inflatables, have 
the chance to win delicious cakes in our cake walk, meet a 
St. Jude Cancer patient and much more! 

If YOU are on an Up vTil Dawn team, YOU get in free. 

This party is sure to be the most fun YOU will have while 
helping St. Jude Children's Hospital. 

Do emthiiffod. 
Do mtikity km, 

ffyfy Til dm! 

:JPl ♦ —v TIL DAWN 
SnuOUHUDttrOKiUKHHOSr-rm 

How to Join the Party: 
Facebook: Up 'Til Dawn 2008 
www. mtsu.edu/~uptldawn 

615.904.8270 
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Linebaugh Library moves community to read 
New Winter Reading Program proves a good incentive for Murfreesboro residents to read 
By DUSTIN EVANS 
Contributing Writer 

Murfreesboro's Line- 
baugh Library recently 
unveiled its 2009 Winter 
Reading Program, gearing 
Rutherford County's resi- 
dents to "Strengthen the 
Resolve to Read." 

The program, which 
began on Jan. 20 and 
lasts for five weeks, al- 
lows readers to select 
five books, one book per 
week from their favor- 
ite genres. The readers 
will then be entered in a 
drawing to win a prize. 

"We want to promote 
literacy. One of our goals 
is to encourage patrons to 
make a resolution to read 
more this year. The Win- 
ter Reading Program is an 
opportunity to do that," 
said David O'Flaherty, a 
library clerk at the Line- 
baugh Librarv We all 
benefit from the active 
brains and hearts of our 
neighbors." 

Library patrons can sign 
up for the program at the 
circulation desk, where 
they will receive a startup 
packet that explains the 
program in detail. 

Fiction, non-fiction, tra- 
ditional print, large print, 
audio books and e-books 
all count towards the pro- 
gram's goal. All the read- 
ers have to do is fill out a 
review form they receive 
in the startup packet or 
online and return it to the 
circulation desk. 

The program, which is 

in its sixth year, is geared 
for adults, unlike the 
Summer Reading Pro- 
gram that promotes read- 
ing to younger students 
in their months off from 
school. 

The prize drawing, 
which is held once a week, 
is an incentive for the 
readers. 

"There are actually six 
prize drawings: five week- 
ly drawings that begin Fri- 
day, Jan. 30," O'Flaherty 
said. "On Feb. 27, we'll 
be having a grand prize 
drawing." 

O'Flaherty said the priz- 
es have been donated by 
the library and commu- 
nity organizations such as 
the Murfreesboro Center 
for the Performing Arts 
and the Doubletree Hotel. 

"The Friends of the 
Linebaugh Library have 
provided us with a fund 
so that everyone who fin- 
ishes five books and turns 
in five reviews will receive 
a gift package with a few 
treats inside," O'Flaherty 
said. 

The 2003 National As- 
sessment of Adult Liter 
acy shows that there are 
fewer adults with profi- 
cient prose and document 
literacy than there were 
in 1992. It shows that out 
of two groups of 11 mil- 
lion adults, seven million 
could not answer simple 
test questions. 

The NAAL also shows 
a significant drop in pro- 
ficiency scores since 1992, 
including     people     with 

. JSVTA&Z:- 
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Dennis Floyd reads a book at the Linebaugh public library during his workbreak. The library is creating a new program for adults 
to read books throughout January and February. 

graduate degrees and col-    the    Linebaugh    Library upcoming programs as an they    don't    have    time 
lege graduates.                       said she wishes to promote inexpensive, local and tun to    read,    1    tell    them, 

Rita Shacklett, the new-    reading to young adults option. 'Oh,   you're   worth   it,'" 
ly appointed director of    through   this   and   other "When  people tell  me O'Flaherty said. 

Linebaugh public library names new director 
Rita Shacklett, library employee for over 30 years takes new position 
By DUSTIN EVANS 
Contributing Writer 

The Linebaugh Public 
Library System named Rita 
Shacklett as its new direc- 
tor. 

Shacklett has worked for 
LPLS for 33 

time. However, she still 
works with her staff on 
programs to promote lit- 
eracy to young adults. 

"One of the things that 
we are sadly lacking is 
public awareness," Shack- 
lett said. "We are trying 

see them return until they 
have children themselves. 

David O'Flaherty, a clerk 
at LPLS, said that Shack- 
lett's experience in the li- 
brary brings a lot to the 
table in her new position. 

"I think Rita has done 

U years, serv- 
ing as as- 
sistant di-" 
rector since 
1985. 

"It's very 
challeng- 
ing; not 
very differ- 
ent from 
the last six 
months, as 
both my previous job and 
the job of the director dur- 
ing the interim," Shacklett 
said. 

Shacklett said that it re- 
quires her to budget her 

It's very challenging; not very different from 
the last six months, as I was doing both my 
previous job and the job of the director during 
the interim." 
RITA SHACKLETT 
DIRECTOR OF THE LINEBAUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

I  was doing to target the twentysome- 
things; they come in, but 
not as much as younger 
kids." 

Shacklett said that she 
sees young kids often as pa- 
trons, but does not usually 

every job there is to do at 
the library, from shelving 
books on up, so she knows 
the place inside and out," 
O'Flaherty said. "She's de- 
voted to the ideals of what 
a library should do, pro- 

moting literacy and com- 
munity service." 

Shacklett said that she is 
working to build a person- 
to-person system of pro- 
motion within the commu- 
nity in lieu of more formal 
forms of publicity. 

"The com- 
munity could 
help by par- 
ticipatingand 
sharing with 
other peo- 
ple," Shack- 
lett said. 

"Word ot 
mouth is un- 
fortunately 
our only ad- 

vertising,"   Shacklett   said. 
"We try to encourage peo 
pie to pass the word on.' 

Shacklett said  that  the 
library is about  to  sec  a 
change in community par 
ticipation. 

Fire burns NYC hospital 
Fire at Mount Sinai Medical Center forces 600 patients to move 

By MARCUS FRANKLIN 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
fire at a major hospital sent 
smoke pouring through an 
emergency room Wednes- 
day, injuring at least six 
firefighters and forcing 600 
patients to be moved across 
the sprawling complex. 

The fire began shortly be- 
fore 6:30 p.m. in a second- 
floor mechanical room at 
the Mount Sinai Medical 
Center in Manhattan and 
spread to a first-floor emer- 
gency room, Fire Depart- 
ment spokesman Frank 
Dwyer said. The fire was 
confined to the mechani- 

cal room and the cause was 
not known. 

Dwyer said patients were 
moved from the east wings 
to the west wings of the 
12-story hospital, which 
has nearly 1,200 beds, as 
firefighters searched the 
building. The patients had 
been on the third through 
11th floors. 

There were no reports of 
injuries among patients. 

Flames from the Man- 
hattan building were visible 
from the adjacent Madison 
Avenue, said Janet Monte- 
ro, a manager at a nearby 
restaurant. 

Jesus Ochoa, 43, a patient 
awaiting a surgical proce- 

dure, was with family in 
his eighth-floor room when 
an alarm went off, said his 
daughter, Jessica Ochoa. 

Jessica Ochoa said she 
saw and smelled smoke: 
"We couldn't breathe." 

A nurse initially told the 
family members to stay in 
the room, but a hospital 
staffer then instructed them 
to put wet towels across 
their faces and led them to 
the ground floor of a near- 
by building, Jessica Ochoa 
said. She said she saw one 
nurse faint during a brisk 
but orderly evacuation. 

Ellen Marakowitz rushed 
to the hospital from her 
Manhattan home after an 

aide for her 88-year-old 
mother, Helen Marakowitz, 
called to say she was being 
moved from her hospital 
room because of the fire. 

"I'm sure she's fine, but 
it would be nice to know 
where she is," Marakow- 
itz said. "My mother's 88, 
and the aide is terrified, so 
I'm not just going to ignore 
them." 

Hospital representatives 
did not immediately return 
telephone calls seeking 
comment. 

Mount Sinai, which oc- 
cupies four square blocks 
on the city's Upper East 
Side, was founded in down- 
town Manhattan in 1852. 

Erin Otcaiy, staff phocographci 
Shacklett poses in front of a shelf of books at the library. 

"Our business always in- are cheap and free, and you 
creases when the economy can take things home with 
is bad," Shacklett said. "We    you." 
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Dancing Day & Night • DJs 

Free Spring Break Model Search 
Calendar (lsl 1,000 reservations) 

www.SandpiperBeacon.com 

MTSU Evening Extended 
School Program 
Evening Care for Children 

Kindergarten through fth grade 

92$ I. lytle Street 
(behind Pell Street parking lot) 

(615)904-8220 
www.«tM.cdu/"e«ip Monday-Thursday 5:00-9:30 

Fees. 
•40.00 weekly tint child • J0.00 weekly. 
'15.00 daily first child 
•2X00 registration fee 

Activities: 
homework help 
art. science, music, eet. activities 
themed/seasonal projects 

addtiowl ebiWre* 
•UN daily. 
•WtionaliWdrni 

•WWlMltlUt-MtlvHtt 
qwlified teacher. 
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OPINIONS 
FROM THE 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

Parking lot 
'stabbing' 
revisited 

An MTSU student ac- 
cused of stabbing another 
student over a parking 
space is denying that she 
started the altercation. 

The alleged attacker, 
Starlett Custer's, said that 
she was acting in self-de- 
fense. He said that Ashley 
Ramsay, who was hospi- 
talized in the incident, at- 
tacked Custer, and said he 
has evidence to prove this 
in court. 

Before, all evidence pre- 
sented to the public said 
"Guilty, guilty, guilty." But 
now, the public is seeing a 
new side to the parking-lot 
fiasco. 

Until now, Custer 
hasn't spoken out about 
whether or not she was 
guilty. Even though ag- 
gravated assault charges 
are serious, she wasn't 
willing to fight until her 
charges were upgraded to 
attempted murder. 

Even though the media 
has referred to Ramsay as 
the victim, Custer's attor- 
ney make some valid points 
about the incident. 

This just goes to show 
that anyone accused of a 
crime should be consid- 
ered innocent until proven 
guilty. We, as an edito- 
rial board, are not saying 
Custer is innocent, nor are 
we saying she is guilty. She 
has merely been accused of 
a crime. 

Her lawyer said that he 
has statements from eye- 
witnesses and 911 calls that 
prove Ramsay started the 
whole incident by ramming 
her car into Custer's twice. 

After the incident, police 
were unable to find a blad- 
ed instrument, but since 
Ramsay has undergone sev- 
eral skin graft surgeries to 
repair the injuries she suf- 
fered during her confronta- 
tion with Custer, it's a little 
suspicious that no weapon 
has been recovered. At any 
rate, we feel there should be 
some explanation as to the 
absence of the alleged as- 
sault weapon. 

Brandon said that a blad- 
ed instrument was used in 
the fight; however, he said 
that Ramsay brought it in, 
not Custer. 

The cuts were made on 
Ramsay's neck and face, so 
Brandon's argument leads 
us to believe perhaps Custer 
grabbed the bladed instru- 
ment and cut Ramsay in 
self-defense. With valuable 
evidence and Custer's at- 
torney threatening to take 
this incident to a jury trial, 
it appears that Ramsay may 
be held accountable for her 
alleged actions. 

Whether or not these 
allegations are true, this 
is definitely the first re- 
port that Custer is inno- 
cent. 

Custer will enter her 
plea on Feb. 6. This may 
lead to long, drawn-out 
court proceedings. So, 
with the newfound ac- 
count presented from 
Custer's attorney, this is a 
trial that seemingly could 
go either way. 

We guess it just goes to 
show that there are two 
sides to every incident. 

A New Day Has Come 

Straight Talk 
Lauren Collins 

m The world watched 
awe Tuesday as Barack 
Obama was inaugurated 
as the 44th president of the 
United States. The scene 
in Washington, D.C., can 

only be described as elec- 
tric, and a feeling of sheer 
energy and excitement that 
resonated across America 
was one. 

In numerous buildings 
across campus, televisions 
were set up in hallways and 
lobbies to allow students to 
view the inauguration. It 
seemed like time stood still 
for a moment as President 
Obama began his speech 
and everyone suddenly 
stopped to listen. 

I looked around the 
lobby of Mass Comm. at 
my fellow classmates, and 
1 soaked in this magnifi- 

cent moment. For some, 
the emotions were hard to 
hold back, and I saw a few 
people shed a tear or two. 
Heck, I was struggling not 
to cry myself! 

Obama's presidency 
marks a new chapter for 
America. Many never be- 
lieved they would see this 
day come in their lifetime. I 
have parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents 
that still vividly remember 
the racism and segregation 
they experienced in Amer- 
ica's past. 

For all of those who 
fought for Civil Rights on 

the front lines with Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. and 
so many other activists 
that contributed to the 
progression of equality in 
this country, the inaugu- 
ration had profound sig- 
nificance. 

Obama's inauguration 
sparked a new hope in 
the hearts of not just Af- 
rican-Americans, but all 
Americans. This country 
is united and coming to- 
gether behind a common 
purpose, and that purpose 
is rebuilding America and 
investing in its future. 

Obama's speech exuded 

eloquence and pragmatism. 
While Obama used some 
of the lofty rhetoric he is 
famous for, he also effec- 
tively communicated to the 
American people that pa- 
tience is the key as we begin 
this journey together. Let's 
face it, the United States 
has some serious issues that 
need to be addressed, and 
those problems will not be 
fixed overnight. 

To read more, visit us online. 

onflhe 
www.mtsusidelines.com 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Veggie options needed to 
meet increasing demand 

Kudos to Raiders Orga 
nized for Animal Rights 
for empowering other stu- 
dents to choose healthier 
and more humane meals 
("Limited veggie options 
on campus," |an. 15). Polls 
suggest a growing number 
of teens and young adults 
throughout the United 
States are opting to leave 
meat off their plates—for 
their health, the planet 
and animals. In fact, in 
2005, Aramark conducted 
a poll of 100,000 college 

students, and nearly a 
quarter of those surveyed 
said rinding vegan meals 
on campus is important to 
them. MTSU should fol- 
low in the footsteps of col- 
lege cafeterias nationwide 
by expanding its menus to 
include a variety of meat- 
free options to meet the 
increasing demand. In the 
meantime, students can 
visit TryVeg.com for quick 
and easy recipes as well as 
a guide to vegan eating on 
a budget. 

Erica Meier 
Washington, D.C. 

Reasons for going vegan 

I am writing in response 
to Emma Egli's article 
"Limited veggie options 
on campus," from Ian. 15. 

I feel compelled to reply 
to this because it plays upon 
a stereotype of vegetar- 
ians and vegans as merely 
sentimental animal-lovers. 
Make no mistake, these 
are both good reasons for 
choosing to live a veg life- 
style, however, they by no 
means represent everyone 
that has chosen this life- 
style. 

Many people choose to 

be vegetarian or vegan be- 
cause they find that they 
cannot ethically justify the 
unnecessary killing of ani- 
mals—that is, they choose 
this lifestyle on a rational 
basis, not on a sentimental 
basis. 

As Peter Singer argued 
in Animal Liberation, "If a 
being suffers there can be 
no moral justification for 
refusing to take that suf- 
fering into consideration." 
Another rational basis for 
choosing to live a veg life- 
style is considering the 
devastating environmental 
effects of raising billions of 

animals per year for food. 

Eric Powell 
Senior, Liberal arts 

The full version of this let- 
ter can be viewed online. 

Letters Policy 
Sidelines welcomes letters to the edi- 

tor from all readers. Please e-mail letters 
to slopinkodmtsu.edu. and include your 
name and a phone number for verification. 
Sidelines will not publish anonymous 
letters We reserve the right to edit for 
grammar, length and content. 

Sidelines is the editorially indepen- 
dent, non-profit student-produced newspa- 
per of Middle Tennessee State University. 
Sidelines publishes Monday and Thursday 
during the fall and spring semesters and 
Wednesday during June and July. The 
opinions expressed herein are those of 
the individual writers and not necessarily 
Sidelines or MTSU. 

Start treating Obama like a politician 

Yeah, 
Whatever 
Andy Harper 

On Tuesday morning, 
the world came to a grind- 
ing halt as billions of peo- 
ple stopped to watch the 
inarguably historic inau- 
guration of Barack Hussein 
Obama as the 44th presi- 
dent of the United States 
of America. The world 
witnessed as he became the 
first black leader of the free 
world. 

At this point, I'm sick 
of hearing about Obama. 
Yes - I realize that he is 
now the president and will 
make news for the next 
four years. 

But it isn't his politics I'm 

sick of hearing and seeing 
- it's his image. I'm sick of 
Barack Obama the celebri- 
ty, and with the recent pass- 
ing of the inauguration, the 
Hollywood glamour will 
hopefully dissipate. 

I am happy that he is our 
president, but this is pre- 
cisely what I expect - Presi- 
dent Barack Obama - not 
Obama-rama Spectacular 
Blowout Bash Supreme. 

Supporting a candidate 
is a necessary aspect of po- 
litical life. Creating a "rock 
star" persona and market- 
ing him as a god that ex- 
crements rainbows and 
unicorns only sets up his 
presidency for failure. It 
sets the standards bar im- 
possibly high. 

He will not make money 
grow on trees. 

He will not smash pov- 
erty and successfully enact 
universal healthcare. 

He will not save all fail- 
ing industries in America 
or return homes lost due to 
faulty advice from greedy 

bankers. 
And he will certainly not 

make all of his supporters 
happy. 

If Obama manages to 
successfully end the Iraq 
conflict, set our economy 
on a track to recovery and 
still have a little time to 
nurture the areas of educa- 
tion, healthcare and inter- 
national relations, I think 
his term will be quite suc- 
cessful. 

The problem is that 
many hardcore Obama-ra- 
ma supporters act no bet- 
ter than concert groupies 
- sporting fashion buttons, 
bumper stickers and gaudy 
t-shirts in lieu of actual 
awareness. For some rea- 
son, the new fad seems to 
be being politically "active" 
via star-worship. 

Not all Obama support- 
ers have this attitude, but 
there are definitely those 
who only have a copy ot 
Shepard Fairey's portrait of 
Obama because they think 
it's cool. 

The attitude of Obama's 
supporters, however, was 
significantly more bearable 
than hardcore John McCa- 
in supporters who thought 
it cute to show off Curi- 
ous George plushies with 
Obama buttons and yell 
obscenities about Obama 
during McCain's conces- 
sion speech. 

But once again, the same 
rule applies. Not all Mc- 
Cain supporters were like 
this, but I'm sure that the 
majority of the ones that 
were only acted like idiots 
because it was the "popu- 
lar" way to show support 
for McCain. This includes 
Facebookers with "NO- 
bama," monkey-themed 
profile pictures. 

The atmosphere sur- 
rounding the election 
proves that the celebrity 
cloud wasn't limited to 
just Obama but engulfed 
Mc< lain as well. His sup- 
porters were just as eager 
and willing to turn their 
presidential candidate into 

an entertaining commod- 
ity rather than promot- 
ing his political platforms. 
Both are guilty of parading 
around shows like Saturday 
Night Live with about as 
much dignity as a state fair 
sideshow. 

About the only performer 
in the 2008 political drama 
that wasn't backstage-pass 
worthy was Joe Biden. But 
then again, look who his 
competition was - Sarah 
Palin. How do you com- 
pete with someone who 
would probably do just 
about anything for green- 
room access? 

Despite the better efforts 
of starry-eyed fans and me- 
dia outlets obsessed with 
image over issues, Obama 
did reasonably well Tues- 
day, covering his overall 
goals in the inauguration 

To read more, visit us online. 

onPIhe 
www.mtsusidelines.com 
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DID YOU WATCH THE 
INAUGURATION? 

onCihe TELL US ONLINE AT 
MTSUSIDELINES.COM FEATURES YES 

88% 
NO 

1*% 

DO YOU THINK THAT 
THE TBR 12-HOUR 
CAP SHOULD BE 
LIFTED T015 HOURS? 

BASED ON VOTES FROM 
MTSUSIDELINES.COM 

Curious Case of 
Book vs. Movie 

Brad Pitt's film adds to ongoing debate 

A Long Way 
from Home 
Artist migrates to 
find country music 

By MALARIE WOODS 
Assistant Features Eduor 

The Curious Case ot'Ben- 
himin Button, directed by 
David Fincher, opens with a 
man leaving an infant on a 
doorstep. The cliches don't 
end there in this jumbled, 
Hollywood interpretation 
of F. Scott Fitzgerald's short 
story of the same name. 

The premise of the film 
is interesting enough - a 
child is born with a strange 
ailment that causes him to 
grow backward from old 
age to infancy. Unfortu- 
nately, this premise seems 
to have been entirely im- 
possible to carry out on the 
silver screen. 

The infant, for one, is 
infant-sized and acts like 
a newborn, unlike Fitzger- 
ald's story, in which one of 
the most memorable parts 
takes place in a depart- 
ment store where Mr. But- 
ton must buy his cranky, 
smart-mouthed baby a 
suit. 

To change the story in 
any way changes the plot it- 
self, as it is originally a story 
about loneliness and mor- 
tality. The film's robotic, 
wrinkled baby doll doesn't 
do it justice, considering an 
old man who is as tiny and 
as mentally developed as 
an infant isn't really an old 
man at all. 

Fitzgerald's story follows 
Benjamin as he grows old- 

PhOCO Illustl.Hloll !'■.   \ 

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, starring Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett, was turned into a 
three hour movie. The original tale by F. Scott Fitzgerald was only a short story. 

er, gets married at a young 
age to a woman who looks 
far younger than him, then 
falls out of love with her as 
he matures and becomes 
increasingly handsome. 

When he is middle-aged 
he attends college, then 
prep school, and finally 
grammar school where 
the teachers must send 
him backwards through 
the grades as he forgets 
how to do more and more 
things. 

Eventually, he loses his 
words, his memory, and 
all senses altogether. This 
almost whimsical fairy tale 
ultimately ends up sadly 
poignant, as old age really 
isn't that different from in- 
fancy after all. 

Then in the movie ver- 
sion, the plot is simple - 
Brad Pitt falls in love with 
girl (Cate Blanchett), Brad 
Pitt gets girl, Brad Pitt 
must let girl go. The title 
character, who looks less 
like a backward-aging old 
man than he looks like 
Brad Pitt with makeup, 
receives entirely less sec- 
ond glances than he does 
in the novel. 

Instead of being horri- 
fied, the characters in the 
film seem to think Button 
is endearing. The sense of 
alienation is all but oblit- 
erated as Benjamin always 
gets what he wants from all 
the ever-so-accommodat- 
ing people in his life. 

With such a bleak, melo- 

dramatic film, it's only 
right that the screenplay 
is infused with something 
comedic. The one humor- 
ous aspect of the film was 
a feature-length running 
joke about a man getting 
hit by lightning, which by 
the fifth reference only 
drew a handful of compli- 
mentary chuckles from the 
theatergoers. 

Per usual in Hollywood, 
the studios did nothing but 
ruin a great story. Rent this 
one for the great cinema- 
tography that everyone at 
the Oscars will be root- 
ing for, but don't expect 
something that will enter- 
tain you for the full run- 
ning time of close to three 
hours. 

ByJESSICA PACE 

Staff Writer 

She may be a long way 
from home, but New Jer- 
sey native Sarah Flana- 
gan is settling comfort- 
ably into the Nashville 
music scene, hoping to 
forge her way into coun- 
try music. 

Combining the roots 
of older country with 
pop influence, 21 year- 
old Flanagan is follow- 
ing in the footsteps of 
country/pop princesses 
like Taylor Swift and 
Carrie Underwood. 

Crowing up in Bound 
Brook, N.J., where 
Flanagan says the only 
semi-country icon was 
Bruce Springsteen, she 
discovered how difficult 
it was to find the music 
she wanted to hear, and 
to find venues to per- 
form it. There was not 
a lot of country music in 
her upbringing. 

"I got into [country 
music] in high school, 
first with Toby Keith, and 
then my brother intro- 

duced me to the Taylor Swift 
song 'Tim McGraw' and I 
loved it." Flanagan says. 

It may seem unusual for 
a girl from a small town 
in the Garden State where 
country music is scarce to 
be so affected by the genre, 
but the sincerity of the 
music ultimately inspired 
Flanagan to pick up the 
guitar and begin writing 
country songs for herself. 

"I like country music 
because it's from the heart 
and tells a story," she says. 

Her passion for music and 
performing actually began 
earlier in her childhood, 
which was filled with dance 
lessons and performances 
in high school musicals. 
At the age of 17, Flana- 
gan's boyfriend purchased 
her first guitar under the 
condition that she would 
seriously learn to play the 
instrument, a memory that 
Flanagan laughs about. 

To read more, visit us online. 

online 
www.mtsusidelines.com 

Cable TV Hits and Misses 
The good and the bad of mudereous lawyers and teen pregnancy 
ByJARRETT MCCALL 
Contributing Writer 

lanuary is the time for 
mid-season replacements 
and the return of hit series 
from last year. Two cable net- 
works, FX and ABC Family, 
have just brought back pre- 
vious successes such "Nip/ 
Tuck," "Damages," "Kyle 
XY" and "The Secret Life of 
the American Teenager." 

Two such series, FX's 
"Damages" and ABC Fam- 
ily's "The Secret Life of the 
American Teenager," each 
exemplify the high and 
low quality of original pro- 
gramming that their net- 
works represent. 

"Damages" airs Wednes- 
day nights at 9 p.m. on FX. 
The series first premiered 
on July 24, 2007 and is 
now in its third season. 
The show is about an up- 
and-coming lawyer named 
Ellen Parsons, played by 
Rose Byrne, fresh out of law 
school joins a prestigious 
law firm, headed by Patty 
Hewes (Glenn Close). 

As the first season aired, 
many twists and turns were 
unraveled throughout the 
season, which eventually 
revealed the sinister deeds 
of Patty, her firm, and those 
connected with it. As the first 
season concluded, audiences 
found out that Patty was 
connected with the murder 

of Ellens fiancee, compelling 
her to seek revenge. 

The plot of the series is 
told through flashbacks and 
flash-forwards. Through- 
out most of the season, the 
flash-forwards are used for 
the prologue and epilogue 
of an episode to provide ex- 
planations and cliffhangers. 

All of the flash-forwards 
are fully explained at the 
conclusion of each season. 
For instance, last season 
made known that Hewes was 
being the fiancees murder by 
showing flashes of the mur- 

plays Arthur Frobisher, the 
self-proclaimed "most hat- 
ed man in America," who is 
recovering from a gunshot 
wound to the stomach. 

The third season has Pat- 
ty's firm taking on an infant 
mortality case. Throughout 
this season, Ellen contem- 
plates whether to offer for- 
giveness or exact revenge. 
Judging from the season's 
first episode, it seems that 
Ellen might have taken the 
revenge route. It ends with 
her addressing someone off 
camera, saying, "I lied, too," 

f f Not all-original, story-related 
•• cable programming repre- 
sents the edgy, new material." 

JARRETT MCCALL 
TELEVISION CRITIC 

der throughout the season. 
Yet, the series is not all 

seriousness. It relies heav- 
ily on the use of humor 
through irony like the 
songs that are used to con- 
tradict a sinister scene or, 
the use of flashy editing. 

Two Oscar winners have 
joined the cast this sea- 
son: "Kiss of the Spider 
Woman's" William Hurt as 
Danny Purcell and Marcia 
Gay Harden of "Pollock" as 
Claire Maddox. In addition, 
"Cheers" actor Ted Danson 

Photos Courtesy of Fox Networks and ABC 

Top Left: Glen Close in her role as Patty Hewes Bottom Left: Rose Bryne in her role as Ellen Par- 
sons Right: Mom (Molly Ringwald) and Amy (Shailene Woodley) in deep discussion 

and then proceeds to fire off 
two gunshots. 

"Damages" would make 
a fine addition to anyone's 
DVD library. It is this de- 
votion to quality that has 
made FX a worthy com- 
petitor with HBO and 
Showtime when it comes to 
series television. 

However, not all-origi- 
nal, story-related cable pro- 
gramming represents the 
edgy, new material. ABC 
Family is a prime example. 

Case in point is "The Se- 

cret Life of the American 
Teenager," which airs at 7 
p.m. on Monday. If you 
long for the return of "7th 
Heaven"-quality program- 
ming or an inferior version 
of "Gilmore Girls" then this 
is the show for you. Sur- 
prisingly, it is a hit among 
the teen demographic. 

In the previous season, 
protagonist Amy Juergens 
(Shailene Woodley) be- 
came pregnant with Ricky 
Underwood's (Daren Ka- 
gasoff) child at band camp. 
The entire cast of teen ac- 

tors seems to be in a sleepy 
state. Kagasoff, perhaps the 
worst of the male actors on 
the show and it is obvious 
that he does not put any 
sort of effort into his role. 

The creators of the se- 
ries, as if wanting to spread 
the message to stop exalt- 
ing single motherhood, 
Amy decides to elope with 
her longtime boyfriend, 
Ben Boykewich (Ken Bau- 
mann), who is not the fa- 
ther, so that the baby can 
be raised properly. 

In the spirit of traditional, 

issues-related television, the 
episode ends with Amy tell- 
ing teen viewers to visit an 
educational web site to learn 
how to prevent unplanned 
teen pregnancy. Unless 
you are teenager or want to 
watch it for its camp value, 
avoid this series altogether. 

When it comes to the orig- 
inal programming that cable 
currently offers, viewers will 
hopefully learn to steer clear 
of ABC Family and gravitate 
towards FX. It will bring a 
sense of enlightenment to 
this winter season. 
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SPORTS 
MT RETAINS PERFECT SUN BELT RECORD 
UALR fails to best Blue 
Raiders, Ladies still on top 
of conference 
By CHRIS WELCH 
Sports Editor 

The Lady Raiders seem 
to have an affinity for keep- 
ing their fans on their toes. 
After trailing 28-23 at the 
half, the Ladies burst out 
of the locker room with a 
newfound hope to stump 
the Lady Trojans 67-62 in 
overtime. 

MT's leading scorer, ju- 
nior forward Alysha Clark, 
was shut out in the first half 
for the first time all season. 
However, even without the 
help of the nation's second 
leading scorer, the ladies 
remained neck-and-neck 
with the Lady Trojans 
throughout the majority ol 
the first half. 

Junior forward Brandy 
Brown and sophomore for- 
ward Emily Queen both 
had exceptional first halves, 
scoring 19 points between 
the two of them in the first 
half. In a season marked by 
high MT scores, this may 
seem like a letdown-but 
in such a defensive game, 

Brown's exceptional per- 
formance in the first half 
hinged on her nine points- 
all of which were 3 point 
field goals. Brown came 
into the game averaging 
9.6 points per game and 
ranked 28th in the Sun Belt 
tor scoring. Brown played 
just as expected, bringing 
her nine points a game to 
Little Rock with her. 

Queen was not one to 
be outshone, however, and 
went 5-for-7 in the first 
half, and scored eight of the 
teams total points. The 
sophomore forward had an 
exceptional game, stepping 
up in the first half to make 
up for what Clark lacked. 

However, despite all the 
player's efforts, the Lady 
Raiders still went into the 
locker room trailing by five 
points. 

"It took some guts to do 
what they did," said wom- 
en's basketball head coach 
Rick Insell," and I feel very 
thankful that they believed 
in me and that they stood 
behind me and have given 

Photo by Jay Bailey staff photograhper 
Chelsia Lymon powers down the court for a layup. 
their undefeated Sun Belt record. 

In one of her first games returning, Lymon helped the Lady Raiders keep 

in the second period, with 
Clark back to her old self in 

ff   It took some guts to do what they did, and I 
(id   feel very thankful that they believed in me and 
that they stood behind me and have given us what 
we neecf to be successful here." 
RICK INSELL 
HEAD COACH, MIDDLE TENNESSEE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

those 19 points meant the 
world to the Lady Raiders. 
Junior forward Jackie Pickel 
also had a good game, scor- 
ing 10 points in her tenure 
on the court. 

us what we need to be suc- 
cessful here." 

Insell's legendary half- 
time speeches were not 
lost on UALR. The Lady 
Raiders came out swinging 

the.first 40 seconds of play. 
Her layup at 19:18 put the 
Ladies in high spirits early 
on. Followed immediately 
by a good foul shot, Clark 
was back in the game with 

a passion. 
Junior guard Chelsia Ly- 

mon also had her time to 
shine in the second half. 
With three good treys, in 
addition to efforts by Clark 
and Pickel, she tallied only 
3-for-7, but they were three 
points that counted. 

No team led by more 
than five points throughout 
the entire game. The teams 
were at each other's throats 
for the rest of regulation, 
with UALR's Chastity Reed 
and MT's Queen and Pickel 
fighting to the end, forcing 

overtime. 
UALR's Kim Sitzman 

opened the scoring rounds 
in OT, but was immediately 
echoed by Pickel. Brown's 
rebound in the closing 
minute of play and Clark's 
subsequent layup sealed 
the victory for the Ladies. 

The Lady Raiders 
brought the Lady Trojan's 
streak to an end with an 
apparent ease, as UALR 
had won 29 straight games 
at home. MT extended its 
own streak, however, to a 
now-10 game record, the 

eighth longest streak in the 
country. The Lady Raid- 
ers will no doubt continue 
their climb up both major 
national polls after their 
major inter-conference 
win. 

The Ladies will be playing 
a series of inter-conference 
games starting Wednes- 
day night with a match- 
up against Arkansas State. 
The Lady Red Wolves are 
only 3-4 in the Sun Belt 
and 9-9 overall. The Lady 
Raiders will then travel to 
new Orleans on Jan. 24th. 

Men's basketball 
suffers second 
straight SBC loss 
Three Blue Raider starters foul out in 
70-65 setback at UALR 

Photo by Alex Blackwelder. photography editor 
Senior forward Desmond Yates jumps for the tip off at the start of the Houston Baptist game. 

By Zach Reves 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The MT men's basketball 
team kept the game dose 
for as long as they could 
but when it mattered the 
most, all they could do was 
stand-by and watch. 

In a showdown of Sun 
Belt Conference leaders Sat- 
urday night in Little Rock, 
Ark., the Blue Raiders fell 
just shy of victory mainly 
due to one key stat. The 
Trojans of UALR scored a 
little bit less than half their 
points uncontested as they 
were 29-of-34 from the 
free-throw line. On the 
other side of the ball, the 
Blue Raiders shot just 12- 
of-14 from the charity line. 

Sending UALR to the line 
that many times also cost 
the Blue Raiders players on 
the court as junior forward 
Desmond Yates, junior 
guard Montarrio Haddock 
and senior guard Nigel 
Johnson all fouled-out of 
the game. In total, the Blue 
Raiders were whistled for 22 
personal fouls on the game. 

Outside of the free shots, 
the MT men shot a low 39 
percent from the floor com- 

pared to UALR's 47 percent. 
Yates led the Blue Raiders 
with 17 points on 7-of-12 
shooting. Senior guard Kev- 
in Kanaskie added 14 points 
including three 3-point field 
goals. Haddock contrib- 
uted 9 points and grabbed a 
game high seven rebounds. 

MT led in many of the 
standard     stat     categories 

Middle Tennessee trailed 
for most of the first half 
and into halftime, 33-28, 
but came back strong at 
the beginning ol the sec- 
ond half. Haddock's three- 
point play with nine min- 
utes remaining gave MTSU 
a 48-46 lead, MT's largest 
lead of the game. However, 
this would prove to be MT's 

£ £   That's the glaring state in 
W •   this game. They were able 
to get to the line and, to their 
credit, did a good job of knocking 
them down. 
KFRMIT DAVIS 
HEAD COACH, MIDDLE TENNESSEE MEN'S BASKETBALL 

throughout the game except 
for the all-important stat of 
the final score. The Blue 
Raiders shot seven 3-point- 
ers compared to the Trojan's 
three, and the men out re- 
bounded UALR 34 to 27. 

With the loss the Blue 
Raiders have fallen to 5-2 
in the Sun Belt Confer- 
ence. A tough two-game 
road trip against WKU and 
UALR provided both of the 
losses and MT's current 
two-game losing streak. 

last lead ot the game as Blue 
Raider fouls sent UALR to 
the line 28 times in the sec- 
ond half. 

MT attempted many 
comeback runs in the wan- 
ing minutes of the game 
that cut the lead to one oil 
three separate occasions. 
However, on the following 
possessions the men were 
unable to execute their de- 
fense without committing a 
foul and sent UALR to free 
trips to the charity strip. 

-*t 
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Local star QB commits with football team 
Rutherford's ownjamal Ramsey returns for Division I NCAA play with the Blue Raiders 

November record and a that the best players are ranks his scouting grade 
new attendance record at going  to  play,   no   mat- at a 74, with praises of 
Floyd Stadium-but they ter if they are freshmen throwing well on the run 
all feel confident that the or what, so I feel like if and an affinity for the    earning over 2,000 yards 

By CHRIS WELCH 
Spons Editor 

When Jamal Ram- 
sey was little, he and his 
brother would fantasize 
about playing football at 
MTSU. This past week, 
Ramsey made that dream 
a reality. 

Ramsey, a quarterback 
out of Battle Ground 
Academy in Franklin, had 
originally dedicated him- 
self to Miami-Ohio, but 
reconsidered upon resig- 
nation of Miami-Ohio's 
head coach Shane Mont- 
gomery. Ramsey said he 
was very torn about the 
decision. 

"1 had created a good re- 
lationship with both sides, 
so it was a hard decision, 
especially since Miami- 
Ohio kept Jay Graham, 
who was the coach who 
recruited me," Ramsey 
said. "But I was already 
thinking more and more 
about Middle Tennessee, 
and 1 have a real strong 
relationship with (MTSU 
head coach) Rick Stock- 
still." 

Ramsey was originally 
aiming to commit over 
the weekend, but couldn't 
wait that long. He verbal- 
ly committed to MTSU 
this past Wednesday. 
However, he still fully en- 
joyed his weekend on the 
MTSU campus. 

"The first day we went 
out to eat and every- 
body had their host with 
them," Ramsey said. "Ev- 
erybody was really cool 
and it seemed like every- 
body jelled really quick. 
1 think a lot of commit- 
ments are going to start 
happening   and   we   are 

trying to recruit and get a 
team together." 

With Ramsey already 
having made his decision, 
he spent the weekend try- 
ing to convince other re- 
cruits to choose MTSU. 
As a whole, the recruits 
toured the campus, ate 
lunch in the press box, 
toured the football train- 
ing facilities and attended 
the football banquet held 
this past Saturday. 

Ramsey will be joined 
this season by at least two 
other big name recruits. 
Defensive lineman Jada- 
reius Hamlin, from Mary 
Persons High School in 
Forsyth, Ga., opted for 
MTSU over UAB and 
Troy. Hamlin made his 
decision over the week- 
end and not even a last 
minute pitch Monday 
night could change his 
mind. 

)uno Prudhomm, also 
chose MT over several 
other weighty prospects. 
Prudhomm, a 6-foot-l, 
204-pound behemoth 
from Naples, FL. is listed 
on Rivals.com as a gener- 
al athlete, but will likely 
play safety for the Raid- 
ers. 

National Signing Day 
2009 will occur on Feb. 
4. Since there are no 
early signing periods for 
collegiate level football, 
nothing is set in stone, 
but each of MTSU's 13 
commitments feels like 
they have truly found 
their niche. The new re- 
cruits have a lot to live up 
to, with the major high- 
lights of the past season- 
a huge Hail Mary pass to 
beat FAU on a nationally 
televised ESPN, a perfect 

even played football for 
the Raiders. Ramsey has 
garnered much attention, 

Lady Raider 
team gives back 
to appreciative 
fans 

Last week, a call to arms 
was made: 1 challenged all 
Blue Raider fans to come 
out and show some sup- 
port for their home team. 

The first home game 
was Wednesday, and as of 
the time that this paper 
will be printed, the game 
will have already passed. 
However, as 1 write this 
column, the only indica- 
tion that Blue Raider fans 
are not scared to root for 
their team was the radio 
broadcast of MT women's 
basketball Head Coach's 
Rick Insell Show on Mon- 
day night. 

1 drove over to Coach's 
Grill with the supposition 
that the Meet and Greet 
would be a dignified, quiet 
night of informed ques- 
tions and the occasional 
autograph. 

What 1 found was a 
standing-room only hub 
of Raidermania. Parents 
had brought their kids to 
shake hands with the Lady 
Raider's finest. Alumni 
from decades past crowd- 
ed the bar in an effort 
to show support for the 
team. All of Murfrees- 
boro's frustrated bleach- 
er-coaches came out to 
further pick the brain of 
Insell. All supported by a 
full menu. 

It was so packed that 
1 couldn't even find a 
place  to   sit   down   and 

££    Me and my little brother used to talk 
w w    about both of us going to MTSU. 
That's when we were younger, so it wasn't a 
major factor  But it's kind of neat that I'll be 
going there after all." 
JAMAL RAMSEY 
BLUE RAIDER QB RECRUIT 

new Blue will be the best 
Blue yet. 

Ramsey is also excited 
about his prospects of 
starting in the upcoming 
season. 

"They are just  saying 

The 5th Down 
Chris Welch 

take notes. I had to come 
back to the office and lis- 
ten online. 

Insell answered every 
question with a confi- 
dence that comes with 
his many years as a 
coach. He spoke fond- 
ly of his memories as a 
high school coach and 
vaguely touched on the 
two WNBA players that 
MTSU has produced. 
Assistant coach Allison 
Clark even got in on the 
act, digressing about her 
aspirations to be a head 
coach and how playing 
under Insell differs from 
her coaching under him. 

Overall, it was a very 
good sign for things to 
come in Blue Raider ath- 
letics. If a standing-room 
only crowd on a Monday 
night can garner so many 
attendees, then surely 
the Ladies further home 
games will bring a truly 
excited crowd. 

I come in and perform 
then I'll have a shot to 
play," Ramsey said. 

At 6-foot-3, Ramsey 
is a tall athlete, which 
makes his agility all the 
more surprising.    ESPN 

spread. Truly, Ramsey 
will fit well in the cut- 
throat world of NCAA 
football. 

Both of Ramsey's par- 
ents are MTSU alum- 
nus, and Ramsey's father 

and 20 touchdowns for 
BGA in his senior year. 
He also won the Tennes- 
see Sports Writers Asso- 
ciation All-State honors 
for his performance. 

All in all, Ramsey's 
dedication to MTSU is 
the realization of a life- 
long dream. 

"Me and my little broth- 
er used to talk about both 
of us going to MTSU," 
Ramsey said. "That's 
when we were younger, so 
it wasn't a major factor. 
But it's kind of neat that 
I'll be going there after 
all." 

VBfUOnwireless 

Fashion conscious. 
Budget conscious. 
Plus, get a 19% faculty and staff discount. 
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher. 

NEW! 
Samsung Omnia 
TouchWiz Touchscreen 
> 5 Megapixel CameraA/ideo Camera 

> Media Player with FM Radio 

$199" 
$269.99 2-yr. price -$70 mail-in rebate 
debit card. New 2-yr. activation on voice 
plan with email feature or email plan. 

enV2byLG 
Mini Messaging Center 
> Full QWERTY Keyboard 

> Fast email and Web access 

$49" 
$99.99 2-yr. prke -$50 mail-in rebate 
debit card with 2-yr. activation. 

High-Speed 
Wireless Internet 
USB175 Modem 
Surf, check email and more! 

FREE 
$49.99 2-yr. price-$50 mail-in 
rebate debit card. New 2-yr. activation 
on Mobile Broadband Plan. 

Official Wireless Provider 
of MTSU Athletics Switch to America's Most Wireless Network? 

1.888.VZW.4BIZ verizonwireless.com/getdiscount any store 

VERIZON WIRE. 

ANTIOCH 5325 Hickory Hollow In 615-731-1055 
BRENT WOOD Maryland Farms 615 832-2355 
COLUMBIA 375 5. James Campbell Blvd. 931-381 -0898 
DICKSON :00Lowe'sDf 615-4462355 
FRANKLIN 420 Cool Springs Blvd 615-771 6448 

Cool Springs Gallerra 615-771-7971 
InCoHibonlkxiwilh 

Alcatel-Lucent © 

' Open 7 days a week 

GALLATIN 1152 Nashville Pike615-452-78O0 
HENDERSONVILLE 223 Indian Lake Rd 

615-822-1128 
LEBANON 1424 W. Main St 615-443 2355 
MADISON 1915 GaHatm Pike615 859-7 35S 
MT. JULIET 401 5 Ml Juliet Rd 615-773 1900 

i 

MURFREESBORO .80 N. Thompson Ln 615-896-2355 
NASHVILLE 4044 Hillsbofo Pike 615-385-1910 

•«X,'-iariottePike6l5-353-2112 
SMYRNA480 Sam Ridley Pkwy.W 615 355 6560 

IOMER5 
1-800-899-4249 

fetiv*ttoflf««/Hne:$35. 
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate torni & credit approval Up to 5175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not 
available everywhere. Device capabilities. Addl charges & conditions apply Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months, limited time offers. While supplies last Network details and coverage maps at 
venzonwireless.com. O 2009 Venw Wireless. KK 
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