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Campus briefs 
Phi Chi sorority holding 
recruitment next week 

Phi Chi sorority will 
hold recruitment Feb. 9- 
12. Feb. 9 will be an intro- 
ductory evening at 6:30 
p.m. in Keathley University 
Center, Room 315. There 
will be a skating party Feb. 
10 and an ice cream social 
Feb. 11. Bid night is Feb. 
12. For more information, 
contact Katie Least at 895- 
0737 or visit www.devot- 
ed.to/phichi. 

Fraternity recruitment 
continues this week 

Students interested in 
joining a fraternity can 
sign up to participate in 
fraternity recruitment this 
week in the Greek Life 
office in KUC, Room 326S. 

For more information, 
contact the office at 898- 
59%. 

Students to form 
Murfreesboro NOW 

An official chapter of 
the National Organization 
for Women is forming in 
Murfreesboro. The first 
meeting is scheduled for 
Friday at 7 p.m. at the Joe 
Muggs Cafe inside the 
Murfreesboro Books-A- 
Million. Contact Blanche 
Sanchez via e-mail at 
Heartoftennesseenow 
@yahoo.com for further 
information. 

Professor, author 
to speak on traveling 

David Keeling, head of 
geography and geology at 
Western Kentucky 
University, will lecture on 
"Study Abroad as a 
Window to the World" 
Monday at 7 p.m. in the 
Tennessee Room of the 
James Union Building. 

The lecture will be 
sponsored by the depart- 
ment of global studies, and 
will be free and open to the 
public. For more informa- 
tion, contact Doug 
Heffington at 898-5978. 

Campus Freethought 
announces meeting 

The Campus 
Freethought Alliance will 
have a meeting tonight at 
6:30 p.m. in Peck Hall, 
Room 220. Members will 
discuss the success of their 
recent flying saucers 
debate. 

For more information, 
contact Amanda Cotton at 
n-eethnk@mtsu.edu. 

Co-ed music fraternity 
will sing serenades 

Phi Mu Alpha, the cam- 
pus co-ed music fraternity, 
is taking orders to serenade 
loved ones Feb. 13. A small 
ensemble of songs costs 
$10, while a larger ensem- 
ble costs $20. 

For more information, 
or to set up a serenade, call 
849-7687 or 653-0050, or 
e-mail sinfonia@mtsu.edu. 

John Hood to speak 
at group meeting 

The College Democrats 
will host Rep. John Hood 
at their meeting tomorrow 
atj5 p.m. in Peck Hall, 
Room 200. 

For more information, 
e-mail mtsucollegedemoc- 
rats@yahoo.com. ♦ 

a IN MEMORY 

This week's poll question at 
wwwmtsusidelmes.com: 

Do you believe in UFOs? 

Bragg remembered 
at service Tuesday 
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Oakland High School students Janora Nance, left, and Shamika Wilson sing hymns Sunday during the Gospel 
Extravaganza, held in Tucker Theatre, to kick off African-American History Month 2004. 

Black History Month kicks off 
By Meagan Kirby 
Staff Writer 

MTSU has a full calendar for the 
month of February to celebrate African- 
American History Month. 

On Feb. 12, there will be a panel dis- 
cussion over Race and the Criminal 
Justice System. The location and time 
was not available by press time. For 
details, call the African-American studies 
office at 898-5905. 

An Alumni Achievement Reception 
will be held Feb. 20. This reception will 
honor African-American alumni from 
the university who have given back to the 
community. The reception starts at 6 
p.m. in the Alumni Center. 

The annual School Children's 
Luncheon will be held Feb. 20 in the 
Tennessee Room in the James Union 
Building. This luncheon brings in a few 
hundred local school children and shows 
them the campus, and will take place 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The annual civil rights trip to 

Birmingham will be Feb. 20. This trip 
will also include a viewing of the docu- 
mentary, 4 Little Girls, en route. Spike 
Lee directed this documentary about the 
bombing of the 16th Street Church in 
Birmingham in 1963. Students wanting 
to go should meet in the faculty dining 
room of the JUB that morning. A bus 
will leave from the JUB at 7 a.m. and 
return at 7 p.m. For more information, 
contact Margaret Seime at 898-5766 or 
Robert Rucker at 898-2510. 

A faculty development seminar will 
be held Feb. 20 in the Cason-Kennedy 
Nursing Building. The seminar is titled 
"Focus on Student Learning," and will 
last from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

"50 Years after Brown: The Impact ol 
the Brown Decision on Education and 
Society," a panel discussion, will be held 
Feb. 24 in the Business and Aerospace 
Building,   Room   SI28.   Panelists   will 

include Kondal Rochon, associate dean 
of" the College of Education at the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, and 
Sekou Franklin, professor of political sci- 
ence at MTSU. 

A few other events have been planned 
for March. 

On March 4, George White (r., profes- 
sor of African-American studies at 
University of Tennessee will present a 
speech on "How History Looks Different 
When Race is Taken Seriously." 

A jazz conceit will be held in Tucker 
Theatre at 7 p.m. March 8. 

On March 18, Adonijah Bakari, pro- 
fessor of African-American studies, and 
Ayana lin.mi Bakari, a marriage adviser, 
will give a lecture on "Relationships from 
an African Spiritual Perspective." 

.The lecture will be in the BAS, Room 
S128, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

For more information on any of the 
events, contact the African-American 
studies office at 898-5909. ♦ 

Survey 
to focus 
on fan 
turnout 
By Leah Massey 
Staff Writer 

The Blue Raider Athletic 
Association is conducting a 
study, with help from consul- 
tants, to find out why people do 
or do not attend home football 
games. 

Don Roy, assistant marketing 
professor, is the market research 
director of the Sports Insight 
Group, which is acting as a con- 
sultant to the BRAA. 

S1G has created a survey, 
known as the Fan-Friendly 
Initiative, to learn what factors 
contribute to people attending, 
or not attending, home football 
games 

"The goal is to take the infor- 
mation we've collected from 
those attending and non- 
attending, and use that infor- 
mation to try to make game day 
experience at an MTSU football 
game more enjoyable," Roy said. 

He added that they wanted 
people to leave the game feeling 
that they had received a great 
value for their money. 

The athletic department sent 
postcards to season ticket hold- 
ers, alumni in Rutherford 
County and BRAA members. 
The cards contained a message 
from James "Boots" Donnelly, 
the athletic director, asking the 
recipients to take a survey on 
the MTSU athletics Web site. 

According to Bill Lansden, 
associate athletic director of 
marketing and fund-raising, 
postcards were sent out to about 
15,000 individuals. 

"If anyone is going to come 
to the games, you'd expect them 
to come from those three audi- 
ences," Roy said. "They have 
very significant ties to MTSU." 

A similar project was con- 
ducted in the fall semester 
among MTSU students. 

Roy said that the objectives 
of both campaigns are the same: 
to find out why students who do 

See Survey, 2 

Songwriters' rights addressed 
Authors coerced 
into giving partial 
credits to artists 
By Meagan Kirby 
Staff Writer 

According to recording 
industry professor Geoff Hull, 
songwriters are trying to get 
their rights back. 

"Songwriters often offer or 
are coerced into giving partial 
writer credits to recording 
artists or producers who agree 
to record their songs," Hull said 

yesterday during the second lec- 
ture of the weekly "Perspectives 
on Popular Music" series. 

Hull said that according to 
the Copyright Act of 1976, new 
rights were given to authors for 
terminating transfers of rights 
years later. 

One of the rights is for songs 
written in 1978 or later. The ter- 
mination of transfer rights is 
"after 40 years after the transfer 
or 35 years after the first publi- 
cation if the transfer involves 
the right to publish," Hull 
explained. 

"However, there is a five-year 

time period wljen the termina- 
tion must take place," Hull said. 
"There must be a two-year writ- 
ten notice and no more than 10 
years written notice to the 
transferee.'' 

The second right applies to 
songs written before 1978. 

"The five-year termination 
period begins after the end of 
the renewal period or after 75 
years of copyright if the transfer 
was not terminated during the 
first opportunity," Hull said. 

The third right says that the 

See Rights, 2 

Photo by Micah Miller 
Geoff Hull, recording industry professor, speaks 
yesterday about the rights of songwriters. 
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Professor discusses health care trends in honors lecture 
By Tim Hill 
Staff Writer 

Republicans have talked 
about it for years. Democrats 
have said it doesn't go far 
enough. 

But according to Kenneth 
Hollman, Martin Chair of 
Insurance        at MTSU, 
"Consumer-driven health care 
is considered the last resort 
before a universal national 
health care plan is adopted in 
this country." 

On Monday afternoon, 
Hollman described the pros and 

Hollman 

cons of con- 
sumer-driven 
health care 
during the 
weekly honors 
lecture. 

"Consumers 
have purchas- 
ing powers 
over     every- 

thing else in their lives except 
for health care," Hollman said. 

"Is it a coincidence that only 
in the health care industry is 
where you'd find that third- 
party reimbursements deter- 
mine prices, rather than  the 

laws of supply and demand?" he 
asked. 

Hollman said that there are 
three key characteristics of what 
is called consumer-driven 
health care. The first, which was 
passed by Congress and signed 
into law by President George W. 
Bush in 2002, is called Health 
Reimbursement (or Savings) 
Accounts. 

Under this arrangement, 
employers and employees can 
contribute up to $2,000 on 
annual basis into a tax-free 
medical account. 

"There is no 'use it or lose it' 

provision, so consumers begin 
to look at this money at their 
money," Hollman said. 

The money can be used for 
non-catastrophic routine care, 
such as breast cancer screenings 
or annual physicals. In the event 
an employee switches jobs or is 
laid off, the money "rolls over" 
to the new job and stays active 
in the account until it is used. 

The second part of con- 
sumer-driven health care is a 
medical hotline. It is a 1-800 
number giving millions ot 
Americans access to a database 
of answers to their health care 

questions. 
"Under a complete arrange- 

ment, people would be able to 
see how long different services 
and procedures would take at 
various hospitals in their town," 
Hollman said. 

Consumers could also 
receive a password-protected 
Web page that would ensure the 
confidentiality of their requests. 
People could also find out 
which doctors are available at 
certain hospitals. 

The       third       side       to 

See Lecture, 2 
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Class holds mock Democratic debate 

• 

By Kristin Hall 
News Editor 

Students in a women's studies class got 
involved in the presidential election by 
holding a mock debate between candidates. 

Last week, each student picked a 
Democratic primary candidate or 
Republican candidate President George W. 
Bush and researched his platforms on issues 
important to young female voters. 

"They were responsible to present those 
views and ideas in their own words in a 
written statement in an interactive live 
debate," explained professor Andy Smith. 

The candidates represented by students 
in the class were Bush, Gen. (ret.) Wesley 
Clark, Sen. [ohn Kerry, former Gov. Howard 
Dean, Rep. Dennis Kucinich, the Rev. Al 
Sharpton and Sen. John Edwards. The only 
Democratic candidate not represented was 
Sen. loe Licberman. 

"For the full 75 minutes of the class, the 
students were posed questions, had to think 
on their feet, respond on their feet, and then 
the class held a mock election," Smith said. 

The  issues students were concerned 

about included reproductive rights, 
whether insurance companies should cover 
prescription birth control, education and 
rights of gay and lesbian people. 

"A lot of diversity and a lot of good opin- 
ions were expressed in the debate and we 
talked about real issues that were of concern 
to young people," Smith said. 

The students researched the candidates 
online and found it an easy way to under- 
stand the basics of a candidate's platform. 

"Most the candidates have a fairly coher- 
ent, fairly in-depth platform that articulates 
well-defined positions on the issue," Smith 
said. 

Smith said that he thinks these specific 
issues are helping Democratic candidates 
stand apart from Bush. 

"I think in this 2004 election, one of the 
big differences will be a clear cut philosoph- 
ical, ideological, political, moral difference 
between the president and his challenger, 
whoever that might be," Smith said. 

The mock election of Democratic candi- 
dates ended with Kerry in the lead and 
Clark and Dean in close second. 

"Then we had a general election, where 

we pitted an unnamed nominee, whoever 
the Democratic nominee was, against 
President Bush," Smith explained. 

The Democratic nominee won an over- 
whelming majority of the votes, but Smith 
attributed this to the nature of the course 
itself and the make-up of the individuals 
who take women's studies classes. 

Overall, the mock debate and election 
helped students become aware of the candi- 
date's position on important issues facing 
young people today, Smith said. 

"I think it's a good thing to do to help 
people see the intersection between public 
life and school life," Smith said. "I think it 
needs more of a place in the university 
classroom, not less of a place." 

While Smith hopes that the debate 
encouraged students to vote on Feb. 10 dur- 
ing Tennessee's Democratic primary, he is 
optimistic that their involvement will not 
be limited to voting. 

"Voting is only one part of being a part 
of the political process," Smith said. "It's the 
easiest part, but one that many choose not 
to exercise." ♦ 

Lecture: Media have aided consumer-driven health care 
Continued from I 

consumer-driven health care 
involves vision care. 

"As new technology becomes 
available, prices tend to go 
down," Hollman said. The 
LASIK correction surgery has 
gone down anywhere between 
$250-$500 per eye. The opera- 
tion originally cost more than 
$1,000 per eye when it first 
became available less than 10 
w.iis ago. 

Hollman said that advertis- 
ing is key to educating the pub- 
lic about the advantages of con- 
sumer-driven health care. 

"There's plenty of advertis- 
ing about vision care," he said. 
He also said that computer liter- 
ate and tech-sawy folks are 
adjusting to consumer-driven 
health care better than people 
who don't have access to com- 
puters. 

"All of this new attention in 
the media, however, is giving 
consumer-driven health care an 
encouraging launch pad," 
Hollman said. 

Educating the public about 
these new initiatives is crucial to 
decreasing the number of the 
uninsured, he said. 

Although Hollman discussed 

many of the advantages of con- 
sumer-driven health care, he 
also mentioned a few problems. 

"Employers could use their 
contribution to health savings 
account as a means to cap their 
total annual investment in an 
employee's health care," he said. 

Hollman said that the Health 
Savings Accounts are "good for 
healthy employees, but unfortu- 
nately leaves out unhealthy 
ones." He mentioned that for 
employees who are rarely sick, 
the accounts will continue to 
build up over time. 

"Employees with predictable 
health care expenses - such as 

single parents with children - 
will see their $2,000 used up 
pretty quickly," Hollman said. 
"Some employees would most 
likely stay with their HMO or 
PPO because of lower co-pay- 
ments and premiums." 

Hollman noted that there are 
currently 43.6 million 
Americans without health 
insurance, including 8 million 
children. 

"Consumer-driven health 
care seems to be the best way to 
fix a broken health care system 
before a national plan ever 
becomes law," he said. ♦ 

Survey: Team needs numbers to retain Division I status 
Continued from I 

come to games attend as well as 
the reasons why students don't 
attend home football games. 

"The greatest impact atten- 
dance has on the athletic 
department would be ticket 
sale," Roy said. 

Larger attendance numbers 
at home football games also has 
favorable psychological benefits 
for the team, Roy added. 

Lansden said that another 
reason more fans are needed at 
home football games is so that 
the football team can retain its 
Division I status in the NCAA. 

Last year, MTSU averaged 
around 10,000 people at each 
home game. The average needs 
to rise to at least 15,000 in the 
fall of 2004 or the football team 
may lose its Division I status. 

The average attendance of 
15,000 is a new NCAA guideline 
that goes into effect this fall. 
Football is the only sport that 
the NCAA requires a certain 
number of people to attend. 

"We want to make sure that 
we meet the minimum," Roy 
said. "Obviously we want to go 
beyond that." 

There are five home games 
scheduled for this fall. The foot- 

ball schedule has not yet been 
announced, but Lansden 
expects it to be released within 
the next couple of weeks. 

"I think fans ... are apprecia- 
tive that someone is taking the 
time to ask them what they 
think of MT football," Roy said. 

The last day to take part in 
the survey is Feb. 8. Anyone who 
takes part in the survey can 
receive two free tickets to the 
men's basketball game on Feb. 
26 against Western Kentucky 
University. 

Lansden will receive the 
results of the latest survey on 
Feb.  10, and hopes to receive 

information that will help him 
and the BRAA create new ways 
of making the home football 
games more enjoyable. 

"With this initiative, we're 
going to create a whole new 
group of fans," he said. 

To learn more about the 
BRAA, the NCAA guidelines 
and MTSU athletics, visit 
www.goblueraiders.com. 
Anyone interested in taking the 
survey can visit the Web site and 
click on the "Football fan sur- 
vey" banner. ♦ 

TUis sp<*ce 

Get your message out to the 
MTSU community by using 

Sidelines advertising. 

We offer competitive rates for both local 
and national advertisers, and we offer 
discounts for on-campus advertisers. 

You can either provide your own ad or we 
can built it for you. We offer color or 

black and white space, at a variety of sizes. 

Call (615) 898-5240 or e-mail 
jlamb@mtsu.edu for advertising 

information. 

CRIME LOG 
Sunday, Jan. 25-8:14 p.m. 
Davis Science Building lot 
Two people came in and filed a report on a hit and run that 
happened overnight. 

Monday, Jan. 26 - 7:44 a.m. 
Monohan Apartments 
Vandalism under $500. 

Monday, Jan. 26- 1:41 p.m. 
Murphy Center 
Subject witnessed a hit and run accident in parking lot of 
Mass Communication Building. A silver Ford mustang hit 
another vehicle and then backed out and left. 

Tuesday, Jan. 27 - 10:09 p.m. 
Business and Aerospace Building 
Vending machine found vandalized in Room S106. 

Tuesday, Jan. 27 - 11:32 p.m. 
Gracy Hall 
Boyfriend put hand through window. Suspect is white male 
about 5-feet-10-inches driving a white Chevy S10. Possible 
injury. Blood at the scene. 

Wednesday, Jan. 28 - 3:06 a.m. 
Old Main Circle at Visitors Center 
Daniel Collett of Darden, Tenn., was arrested for driving 
under the influence. This is his first offense. 

Thursday, Jan. 29 - 11:13 a.m. 
Keathley University Center 
Subject came in to report her bike was stolen from the bike 
rack in front of the KUC. 

Thursday, Jan. 29 - 1:07 p.m. 
Greenland Drive, Lot A 
Subject called and reported that someone hit her car while 
she was in class. 

Friday, Jan. 30 - 1:56 a.m. 
Greek Row 
Beta House complained that the Sigma Chis were provoking 
a fight. One male beaten up. Officers called for an ambulance 
and victim was transported to the hospital. The on-call dean 
was at 3 a.m. by Sgt. Jason Morton concerning the study 
being taken to the emergency room due to injuries from the 
fight. 

Friday, Jan. 30 - 12:34 p.m. 
Campus 
Subject came into station and filled out a report in reference 
to a stolen bike. 

Monday, Feb. 2 - 1:02 p.m. 
Cummings Annex lot 
Subject reported a hit and run. 

Monday, Feb. 2 - 1:27 p.m. 
Smith Hall 
Subject's debit card was taken and used. 

To report crimes or emergencies, contact Public Safety at 898- 
2424. Contact MTSU Crime Stoppers at 893-STOP. 

Rights: Authors can now 
recapture rights, Hull says 
Continued from I 

right to terminate may not be 
waived or sold. 

Hull also said that many peo- 
ple claim to be the author or co- 
author of a song. He said the 
term "author" is specific in 
copyright law. 

"It applies to people who 
create songs, or to their employ- 
ers if it was a work-for-hire job," 
Hull said. "Unless a person 
actually wrote the song, they 
cannot be the author under 
copyright laws." 

Hull said any agreement that 

says someone is an author can't 
be true. 

"These agreements can only 
transfer rights between people, 
and these transfers can be ter- 
minated," he said. "Actual 
authors can now recapture their 
rights, even from fake authors 
using these rights." 

For more information about 
the lecture series, call the Center 
for Popular Music at 898-2449. 
The lectures are held every 
Tuesday from 12:30 to 1:15 
p.m. in Room 241 of the John 
Bragg Mass Communication 
Building. ♦ 

'Sidelines' still 
needs writers 
and you still 

need journalism 
experience. 

Call us. 
898-2336 
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( Bragg remembered at service yesterday 
By jason Cox 
State and local News Editor 

Family, friends, former associates and well- 
wishers gathered yesterday afternoon to remem- 
ber former state Rep. John Bragg. 

Former Gov. Ned McWhertcr, university 
President Sidney McPhec and Student 
Government Association president Michele 
Butler were among those present for the memori- 
al service at First Baptist Church in Murfreesboro. 

Speakers praised Bragg for what they 
described as a selfless service to the state and to 
the community. 

He "had   a way of making hard things look 
easy," said David Garth, who delivered the open 
ing prayer. 

"It always seemed the political challenge was 
not getting elected, but it was getting the good 
thing and the right thing done," Garth said. 

"(Bragg) maintained a happy approach at all 
times." said Eugene Cotey, retired pastor ot Fust 
Baptist Church. 

"John would bring people together and, in 
mutual trust, they would work things out." Cotey 
said. "He cherished lofty ideals - truth and justice 
and purity. 

Cotey pointed out that Bragg could have used 
his skills for far more financial gain than he did, 
but that Bragg chose a life of servitude. 

"He had a mission to accomplish in lite, and it 
was that of a public servant," he said. 

To know Bragg, Cotey said, "was to know his 
friendliness (and) his desire to serve" and that 
Bragg never harmed a person in his life. 

Shortly before the crowd rose to sing the hymn 
"lust As I Am," Cotey said the song related well to 
Bragg because he "was not a man of pretense." 

Bragg died Saturday of complications stem- 
ming from a heart attack he suffered approxi- 
mately a week before. The Daily News Journal 
reported that he had bypass surgery 20 years ago. 
11c is survived by wife Susan, sons Tommy and 
David, a sister, five grandchildren and three 
stepchildren. 

He spent nearly 30 years as a representative 
from the Murfreesboro area and is responsible for 
legislation that provided the first child safety seat 
law in the country. He actively worked to promote 
MTSL', and the John Bragg Mass Communication 
Building pays tribute to that legacy. He was a 
member of the class of 1940, has been inducted 
into the Blue Raider Hall of Fame and received 
the MTSU Distinguished Alumnus Award. He 
also worked to establish the Chairs of Excellence 
program throughout the state. 

"On behalf of the entire MTSU family, I would 
like to extend my sympathies to the entire Bragg 
family," McPhee said in a statement issued 
Saturday. "We will miss him, but really, he will 
never be gone from our midst. To be part of the 
MTSU family is to be surrounded by lohn Bragg's 
presence each and every day." ♦  Photo by Seth Holland 

John Bragg III and Tommy Bragg welcome visitors at John Bragg's memorial 
Staff Photographer 

service. 
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Brandon Richards serves Chris Odbert and Anne Duggan an Atkins-friendly meal from Ruby Tuesday's low-carbohydrate menu. 

Local eateries jump on Atkins' wagon 
By Melissa Coker 
Staff Writer 

Meat is neat, at least to the many 
Murfreesboro eaters on the Atkins 
dict/low-carbohydrate plan. 

Several restaurants have honed in 
on this trend to offer menu choices for 
the carbohydrate-challenged. Ruby 
Tuesday's, O'Charley's, T.G.I. Friday's 
and the sandwich chain known for its 
own diet plan - Subway, have all 
jumped on the bandwagon. 

In addition to regulars already on 
the list, meat-eaters can wrap their 
paws around the two new Atkins- 
friendly choices on the Subway menu. 
The turkey and bacon melt wrap has 
eight net carbohydrates and the chick- 
en bacon ranch wrap has 10. The 
ingredients for any 6-inch sub can also 
be made into a wheat-based wrap with 
the understanding that customers 
count these carbohydrates themselves. 

"The best diet is a balanced diet 
that includes a variety of health foods," 

said Lanctte Kovachi, Subwa\  restau 
rants staff dietician. "We   recognize 
there are many different approaches to 
weight loss and have always tried to 
ofter dieters a menu with the choices 
they arc looking tor." 

Murfreesboro Subway employee 
Deidra Layne of the 116 Chaffin Place 
location says in a few weeks they will 
be adding Atkins-friendly salads with 
such ingredients as feta cheese- and 
spinach leaves. 

T.G.I. Friday's has also partnered 

with Atkins Nutritionals, Inc. to offer 
Atkins-friendly appetizers and entrees 
such as tuna salad wraps, a chargrilled 
salmon fillet, chicken choices .mt.\ 
more. Selections arc served with veg- 
etables in place of the usual bread or 
trench tries. 

Another wa\ consumers are cutting 
carbohydrates is to go bunless on their 
burgers, which is one option offered by 
both T.G.I. Friday's and O'Charley's. 

See Atkins. 4 

Budget 
calls 
for cuts 
By Patrick Chinnery 
State Capital Bureau 

Gov. Phil Bredesen 
announced his new budget pro- 
posal to a joint session of the 
General Assembly Monday 
night, trumpeting his $174 mil- 
lion of new state revenue pro- 
posal to improve K-12 educa- 
tion. 

The $23.85 billion budget 
includes a 5 percent budget 
reduction for most state 
departments, including the 
Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission. Bredesen noted 
in his State of the State speech, 
however, that new money for 
capital outlays on campuses 
would make up most of the dif- 
ference. 

Although the governor ear- 
marked S77 million for direct 
improvements, he has request- 
ed an additional $94 million to 
match university fund raising 
two to one to complete the rest 
of the new construction. 

"This partnership, if our 
college presidents take advan- 
tage ot it, will allow us this year 
to fund the 11 highest priority 
building projects across our 
higher-education system," he 
said. 

In his K-12 proposal, 
Bredesen asked for $90 million 
to give across-the-board pay 
raises to the state's teachers and 
$50 million to fully fund the 
Supreme Court-mandated 
Basic Education Plan. 

One of the largest cuts is 
from the TennCare program, 
which faces a reduction of $112 

See Bredesen, 4 

Permission now needed to recognize outstanding students 

Photo by Kyle Seaman  | Staff Photographer 

Some students in Nashville will have to have parental permission to 
be on the school's honor roll or have their work put up in the halls. 

School officials 
cite privacy, other 
students' esteem 
By B.J. Chaplin 
Staff Writer 

According to a new rule set down by 
the Metro Nashville-Davidson school 
board, academic achievements pub- 
lished by Nashville students now 
require parental consent forms. 

The new rule was put in place to 
protect student privacy rights and will 
affect awards like the honor roll, 
according to school officials. 

School board officials first became 
aware of concerns over student privacy 
when the parent of a Metro Nashville- 
Davidson student contacted the 
school board, according to Metro 
Schools coordinator of Public 
Information, Craig Owensby. 

According to Owensbv, the parent 
told school officials that she was "con- 
cerned about how the other children 
felt" even though she said that her child 
made the honor roll. 

Owensby said that the board's attor- 
neys told them that state law requires 
permission to publish and display stu- 
dent work. 

"It's a legal issue that started with a 
self-esteem issue," Owensby said. 

Owensby said permission forms 
have now been distributed to students 
for at least a week. The school district 
spans 520 square miles and includes 
some 69,000 students. 

Many parents of Metro students 
have raised concerns about the impli- 
cations of the new rule. Some have 
questioned whether the new rule cause 
an end to the honor roll and hanging 
students' work on walls. 

"It could potentially affect athletic 
rosters, special events - everything that 
relates to publishing a student's name," 

Owensby said. 
But Owensby, along with the school 

board, asserted that the media-hype 
surrounding the new policy has been 
largely exaggerated. 

"I want everyone to understand that 
this does not mean the end of honor 
rolls in our schools," Director of 
Schools, Pedro Garcia said in a state- 
ment released by Metro schools. 

"We will get parents' permission 
before making any child's name or 
activities public, in order to comply 
with the law," Garcia said. 

Of the 129 Metro schools in the 
Nashville-Davidson district, only one 
has done away with the honor roll 
completely, according to Metro school 
officials. 

lulia Green Elementary, a 
Kindergarten through fourth-grade 
school, has opted not to continue the 
honor roll, as a "personal decision by 

See Honor, 4 



4 ♦ Wednesday. February 4. 2004 ♦ SIDELINES 

Atkins: Sales up 
at some locations 
Continued from I 

O'Charley's Memorial 
Boulevard location, according 
to Service Manager Gregg 
Watson, has definitely experi- 
enced sales going up since offer- 
ing this option and others such 
as salads without croutons or 
chicken wings without their 
typical chips. A chicken cordon 
bleu (which contains two net 
carbohydrates plus whatever its 
side item adds I is a new special- 
ty arrival. 

"I sometimes eat low-carb 
from our menu to be healthy 
myself," Watson said. "And I 
think anything that helps peo- 
ple accomplish their goals is all 
tor the better." 

O'Charleys has had the low 
...irh  choices   tor  about   three 
months now and Watson adds 
that he doesn't see it going ,iw,i\ 
any time soon. 

Ruby Tuesday's is one eatery 
that's been noted nationally (via 
Good Morning America) lor its 
low-carb menu. 'Independent 
studies examined three restau- 
rants, according to local manag- 
er/shift leader and head of the 
To-Go program Marian Myers, 
and it was the only one who hit 
their printed carbohydrate 
numbers right on target (with 
the pepper bleu steak . 

Myers i- vet i excited about 
the more than 20 low-carb 
choices, which include steaks, 
salads and wraps, such as the 
turkex burger and peppercorn 
chicken caesar. There's even a 
low-carb cheesecake, made with 
NutraSweel ami chopped nuts 
instead of more common 
crusts. 

"We sell at least 30 slices of it 

a day," Myers said. "As a manag- 
er I choose the low-carb menu 
items to eat, too. Wc count and 
countercheck to make sure the 
numbers arc precise." 

Upon taking a scat inside the 
restaurant, diners will rind what 
Myers calls a "table tent," which 
explains all of the low-carb 
options with exact carb count 
details. Although their low-carb 
choices don't have the Atkins 
name, there are a variety of 
selections available. 

One added signature side is 
the creamy mashed cauliflower, 
which, Myers admits "sounds 
disgusting but is actually really 
delicious." 

'We've been getting business 
from a lot of gyms and health 
food stores recently," she said. 
"I've worked here for 13 years 
and I eat here all of the time." 

There arc risks, though, and 
according to the Gale 
Encyclopedia of Medicine, the 
Atkins diet can result in vitamin 
and mineral deficiencies. In 
fact. Atkins recommends a 
wide-range of nutritional sup- 
plements, including a multi- 
vitamin, in his books. 

Ellen Coleman, a registered 
dietician and author, said the 
diet might have serious side 
effects for some people*. 
Complications associated with 
the diet include dehydration, 
electrolyte loss, calcium deple- 
tion, weakness and nausea. The 
unusually high protein con 
sumption could also cause kid 
ney failure. 

For more information, visit 
WebMD.com and sec your doc- 
tor before starting din diet. ♦ 

Honor: Teachers have 
mixed feelings on policy 
Continued from 3 

the principal [Dr. Steve Baum]," 
Owensby said. 

"It's been that way at every 
school he's [Baum] been with 
US," Owensby said. "The par- 
ents of the school seem to be 
OK with that." 

Two second-grade teachers, 
who teach at different elemen- 
tary schools around downtown 
Nashville, had mixed feelings 
about the new rule. They 
requested that their names not 
be printed. 

"Instead of making kids 
work harder and do the best 
they can, they want to punish 
the kids that do the best they 
can," said one teacher, who has 
taught for 20 years. She men- 
tioned, however, that she was 
unaware of the new rule and 

permission slips at press time. 
A second teacher was aware 

of the new rules and had 
already given out the permis- 
sion slips to her students. 

"Few children have returned 
them," she said. "Because of 
that, we haven't had 'Awards 
Day.'" 

The second teacher acknowl- 
edged that she partly under- 
stands the reasoning for the 
rule. 

"I understand the parents' 
point of view," she said. 
"Sometimes during'Award Day' 
- in which awards such as'Most 
Improved Student' and 'Most 
Outstanding Student' awards 
are handed out - some of the 
students that do not receive 
awards are let down. 

"It really does make those 
kids feel low," she said. ♦ 

GOT A NEWS TIP? 
CALL 898-5436 

Middle Tennessee Weather - Five Day Forecast 
From the Associated Press 
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Families in rural South most likely to be 
lowest-wage earners, Brookings study finds 
Defies notion 
that inner cities 
lay sole claim 
to lowest earners 

By Mary Dalrymple 
AP Tax Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - 
Families in the rural South are 
more likely to earn low incomes 
than families in any other part 
of the nation, according to a 
study released Tuesday by the 
Brookings Institution Center on 
Urban and Metropolitan Policy. 

In rural communities 
stretching from Maryland to 
Texas, 30 percent or more of all 
families claimed the earned 
income   tax   credit,  which   is 

Bredesen: 
Continued from 3 

million. 
"Left alone, TennCare will 

itself consume virtually all of 
the new funds we expect from 
our growth, and will starve and 
kill our commitment to educa- 
tion," Bredesen said. "That can- 
not happen." 

He also informed legislators 
that he will present to them a 
long-term plan to control 
TennCare spending in two 
weeks' time. ♦ 
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Omega Phi Alpha 
National Service Sorority 

Omega Phi Alpha is now accepting new 
members. 

We're more than a way to get involved on campus, more than 
a circle ot friends where you can find your niche.  We are an 
inclusive sisterhood with a major emphasis on giving back to 
our communities. We're not just raising money for charity; we 
believe in active service.  Whether it's swinging a hammer with 
Habitat or teaching Girl Scouts fire safety, we're right there in 
the thick of it. Through our program of active community 
service and sisterhood, we change peoples' lives for the 
better... both those we serve and our own! 

To learn more about becoming an O Phi A 
sister, contact: expansions@omegaphialph.org 

designed to lift working poor 
families out of poverty by 
refunding some federal payroll 
taxes. The study charted earned 
income tax credits claimed on 
2001 tax returns. 

The researchers concluded 
that the evidence should 
prompt politicians and policy- 
makers to reevaluate their 
assumptions that the working 
poor arc confined to distressed 
inner-city neighborhoods. 

"I think we're trying to offer 
a reality check about where the 
working poor live," said Alan 
Berube, senior researcher at the 
Brookings Institution. "If you're 
under the impression that they 
live in somebody else's commu- 
nity, you're probably wrong." 

The Internal Revenue 
Service runs a nationwide cam- 
paign to publicize the credit and 

educate families who might 
qualify. It has neighborhood 
offices in some places and part- 
ners with community organiza- 
tions in other areas, particularly 
rural regions. 

In the nation as a whole, a 
higher percentage of families 
living in urban areas claimed 
the earned income tax credit, 
but they were followed very 
closely by families in rural areas. 
"The most remote rural areas 
closely resemble large cities in 
their incidence of working 
poverty," the study concluded. 

The total number of working 
poor families living in rural 
areas, small towns and suburbs 
are three times the number who 
live in large cities. 

Working poverty tends to be 
deeper in the rural South. 
Families there claim a larger tax 

credit than other regions. 
Families in the South were also 
much more likely to pay a fee to 
get an immediate loan on an 
expected refund instead of wait- 
ing for the Internal Revenue 
Service to mail a check. 

The earned income tax cred- 
it is generally available to fami- 
lies who earn less than 200 per- 
cent of the federal poverty level. 
A full-time, year-round worker 
with two children could make 
no more than $15 an hour to be 
eligible for the credit. Families 
must have income from work to 
be eligible. 

Between 2000 and 2002, 
there was an 8 percent increase 
in earned income tax credit 
claims. The credit returned 
more than $36 billion to more 
than 20 million recipients last 
year. ♦ 

'-T 
HOUSING 
REAPPLICATIONS NOW 
BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
FALL 2004 AND 
SPRING 2005 

The Housing and Residential Life 
Office is now accepting housing reapplication forms from returning 
students for the Fall 2004/Spring 2005 academic year. Students are 
encouraged to reapply for housing as early as possible, particularly if 
they are requesting to move to a different location on campus next 
year, as new assignments are made by application date. 

Students requesting to remain in their same location on campus next 
year will be given first priority as long as their reapplication and 
$200 prepaid rent deposit are received by the deadline. The deadline 
for students living in on-campus housing to reapply for housing with 
priority for the 2004/2005 academic year is Friday, February 27, 
2004 at 4:30 PM. Students need to complete a reapplication form 
which is available in the Housing and Residential Life Office. 

Students will need to pay the $200 prepaid rent at the business office 
cashier windows in the Cope Administration Building, 1st floor; 
returning the reapplication form stamped "paid" to the Housing and 
Residential Life office in the Keathley University Center, Room 300, 
whose hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

Students also have the option of reapplying for housing with priority 
online at www.mtsu.edu. Housing is found under STUDENT AFFAIRS. 
The $200 prepaid rent can only be paid by using Mastercard or Visa, 
or by completing an online check. There will be an additional $10 
nonrefundable service fee charged for any processed payments online. 

To obtain a HOUSING REAPPLICATION FORM, please 

come by the Housing and Residential Life office during 
office hours, 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday, in 

the Keathley University Center, Room 300. 

For additional information or questions, please contact Housing and 
Residential Life during office hours at 898-2971 

_-^——_ 
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From the Editorial Board 

Missing WMD 
Given the doubts that have been raised about 

the Bush administration's claim of weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq, a bipartisan commis- 
sion to study the question is an excellent idea. 

Back when the president was trying to take us 
to war, he said that Iraq posed an imminent 
threat to the American people via the develop- 
ment of weapons that could kill hundreds or 
thousands in one attack. 

President Bush and his cohorts coupled intelli- 
gence findings with the fact that Saddam Hussein 
did use chemical weapons against the Kurdish 
people of northern Iraq to justify the war. 

However, some seem to think that there are 

none of these weapons remaining in Iraq. The 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
after a nine-month investigation, concluded 

that Iraq had ended its chemical weapons pro- 
grams in the mid-1990s and that the country 

did not pose an immediate threat to the U.S. 
The report went on to suggest that intelli- 

gence findings could have been influenced by 

Washington policy makers in the months fol- 
lowing the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

While the Carnegie report is by no means 
conclusive evidence that the Bush administra- 
tion misled the American public, it does suggest 
that the bipartisan commission that Bush, bow- 
ing to public pressure, finally supported is 
essential to finding out where the intelligence 
breakdown - if it happened at all - occurred. 

And given the number of countries around 
the world that go against the general philosophy 
of the United States, Bush seemed almost 
bloodthirsty in his quest to go to war with Iraq 
in particular. Many reasons have been given; 
some virtuous and some outright sinister. 

But since the supposed weapons of mass 
destruction were the reason Bush gave in push- 
ing the country toward a bloody conflict, it is 
important to find out if there were any such 
weapons and, if not, why Bush and company 
thought there were ... or wanted us to think 
there were. ♦ 

Wendy Caldwell 
Opinions Editor 

From the Opinions Editor 
Chill out FCC - it's 
just Janet's breast 

During the halftime 
show of Super Bowl 
XXXVIII, viewers got 
more than they antici- 
pated when Justin 
Timberlake tore off part 
of lanet Jackson's cos- 
tume, revealing her 
breast. 

Why it happened is 
irrelevant. Timberlake 
said Janet's wardrobe 
malfunctioned, but that 
sounds a little unlikely 
since he was singing, "I'll 
get you naked by the end 
of this song." 

Well, he got her 
slightly exposed, which 
was enough for the 
country to go ballistic 
about something as 
common and natural as 
a woman's breast. 

Naturally, the outcry 
has led to an investiga- 
tion by the Federal 
Communications 
Commission, and their 
history doesn't exactly 
show a love of risque 
behavior or language. 

I can understand 
some of the concern, 
because the Super Bowl 
is a widely-watched 
event, be it for the game 
or the commercials, 
which were sub-par this 
year. 

However, in all my 
years of watching the 
Super Bowl, I rarely go 
out of my way to catch 
the halftime show. 
Generally, that's when I 
refill my plate, make a 
quick trip to the store to 

replenish the chip supply 
or channel surf to find 
something else to watch 
for the break. 

I doubt that was any- 
one's first look at a 
breast, although the sun 
medallion was probably 
new to most viewers. 

This raises an inter- 
esting question: What is 
so shocking and distaste- 
ful about a breast? 

Anyone who watches 
television is going to see 
some nudity, and not all 
of it is tasteful. NYPD 
Blue showing Dennis 
Franz's bare buttocks 
was less than appealing. 

But it wasn't offen- 
sive. I didn't stop watch- 
ing the show because of 
it. I didn't feel dirty for 
watching it, and I didn't 
call the network to com- 
plain. 

A woman's breast is, 
essentially, milk ducts 
and fat. There's nothing 
inherently sexual about 
that. If anything, it's just 
functional. Children are 
just as familiar with 
them as adults. 

While the FCC con- 
ducts this investigation, 
they should reconsider 
what is obscene.^ 

No liberals on Dem's ballot 
There is a presidential election 

coming up and, as usual, there are 
no progressive candidates with a 
chance of winning. What a joke it 
is that the white boys going for the 
Democratic Party nomination are 
branded as liberals as if that were 
an insult. 

What's insulting is that these 
political wimps, whose ideology 
are described as centrist at best, 
can be called liberal with a straight 
face. 

The terms "liberal" and "pro- 
gressive" are often used inter- 
changeably. Some liberals don't 
like the word liberal because it can 
be considered an insult. I don't 
find the term insulting, but I pre- 
fer progressive because it's more 
descriptive. Progressives want 
progress. 

On the other hand, people who 
want to keep things the same or go 
back to how things used to be are 
conservatives. They want to con- 
serve the established order. With 
this in mind, take a look at the top 
runners for the Democratic nomi- 

nation. 
We'll start with Gen. Wesley 

Clark. I don't think it's possible for 
a general in the U.S. military, or 
anyone in the U.S. military for that 
matter, to be progressive. 

Clark supports this theory as 
well as anyone. This guy used to be 
the NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander. The good general, 
who is now retired, had an active 
role in the bombing of areas that 
were densely populated in 
Yugoslavia in 1999. He even want- 
ed a more aggressive attack and 
permission to launch a ground 
attack if the airstrikes weren't 
effective. 

Clark also commanded forces 
in the Vietnam War, the first Gulf 

War and Latin America in the 
1990s. Lack of military restraint is 
clearly a trademark of conserva- 
tives, because it upholds U.S. mili- 
tary dominance and aggression. 

Next we have Sen. John Kerry, 
who used his senatorial vote to 
support the invasion of Iraq in 
October of 2002. Those not out- 
raged at that act of aggression 
don't deserve to be labeled liberals. 

Kerry also supported the wel- 
fare reform law of 1996, which 
Norman Solomon has rightly 
called "class war against low- 
income mothers." 

Howard Dean, who many seem 
to consider the most liberal of the 
group, also supported this law. 
Dean recently told the Wall Street 
Journal, "I've always considered 
myself a centrist" and "I am pro- 
business." The Journal then report- 
ed about Dean's family roots on 
Wall Street and history of being 
pro-business. 

All of these candidates are crit- 
ical of how the Bush administra- 
tion  has  invaded  Iraq; if they 

weren't, there would be no reason 
for them to belong to a different 
political party, but their criticisms 
are lacking. 

You never hear any of them 
mention the thousands of civilian 
casualties on the hands of Bush 
and the rest of this country (at 
least 8,000-10,000 now). They 
rightly criticize the current 
administration for lying to 
Americans to build support for an 
act of aggression, but they don't 
criticize the spread of U.S. imperi- 
alism. 

This is a disturbing excuse for 
democracy. This two-party system 
that might as well be a one-party 
system is not democracy. There are 
more than two sides to almost 
every issue. The people can't possi- 
bly be represented properly by two 
parties that are so alike. ♦ 

Eric Blevins is a senior recording 
industry major and can be reached 
via e-mail at 
ericblev@lwtmail.com. 

Bird flu COuld be avoided    El Presidents Bush 
First Y2K was going to 

shut down the nation, then 
the African killer bees were 
going to kill us off by 2002, 
and of course after Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorists were 
going to rob and kill every 
American in their sleep. 
Now it's the avian bird flu. 

The bird flu virus is 
commonly found in wild 
birds and normally doesn't 
infect humans. Wild birds 
that carry the virus are 
strong, usually showing 
few symptoms and often 
surviving. Domesticated 
animals have a lower gene 
pool, especially in mass 
breeding, leading to weak- 
er immune systems. 

Since all the media has 
disclosed about the virus is 
how many people are 
infected and the death toll, 
the virus seemed really 
scary. SARS was terrifying, 
too. 

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and the World 
Health Organization, sta- 
tistically there are about 3- 
5 million cases of severe flu 
illness each year. Of those 
cases, only between 
250,000 and 500,000 peo- 
ple die. These deaths are 
mostly elderly people and 
the chronically ill. SARS 
claimed only 774 lives 
from the 8,098 cases 
reported worldwide. Now 
it's the avian flu's 15 min- 
utes of fame. 

Flu viruses attack the 
upper respiratory tract. 
This means if you don't 
take good care of yourself 
when you're sick, you can 
develop pneumonia and 
even die. So why are we 
scaring economically 
unsound countries and 
angering   their    farmers 

-instead of encouraging 
everyone to be careful? 

The reason people are 
being infected with the 
bird flu is because certain 
stubborn secretive coun- 
tries don't like to admit 
they have a problem, so 
while governments are try- 
ing to hide traces of a dis- 
ease, the citizens are suffer- 
ing: They aren't being 
informed. 

Most of the countries 
that finally admitted they 
had a problem have com- 
manded farmers to dispose 
of their chickens. The New 
York Times reported that 
the Vietnamese govern- 
ment gave about 10 cents 
on every dollar for their 
farmers' losses. No wonder 
the farmers decided to 
smuggle the chickens and 
sell them. 

The government work- 
ers of those countries are 
just kids. They're sent out 
in jeans and a T-shirt to 
dig 15-foot holes. To save 
the time and money from 
killing chickens, these chil- 
dren stuff them into plastic 
bags live, tie the end of the 
bag close and throw them 
in the back of a dump 
truck to haul them to the 
trenches. 

What's worse is the 
workers don't wear protec- 
tion; in a photo recently 
published by the New York 
Times, a kid was walking 
around chickens without 
any shoes on. Plus, putting 

live chickens into bags is 
asking to get scratched 
with a feces-laden talon, 
increasing the chance of 
getting the flu. 

Many people don't like 
birds as pets because they 
involve constant cleaning 
to avoid the risk of your 
pet or you getting sick 
from "feces dust." It's the 
same in these countries. 
When you have so many 
animals crammed into one 
small space, they're going 
to become sick because it's 
too difficult to keep it san- 
itary. 

This disease is pre- 
ventable by regular good 
hygiene habits. From 
what's been reported, most 
of the people that have 
been infected are kids. 
Why isn't someone telling 
them not to play with dead 
birds or to avoid playing 
by birds or where feces are 
commonly found? 

The worst fact is most 
of these countries are 
treating their citizens with 
the cheapest drugs, some 
of which don't have a high 
incidence of success 
against this type of flu. 
Better medicine costs 
about a dollar more per 
person; most people can't 
afford the cheap one. 

What worries me is the 
bird flu can mutate with 
the human flu, creating a 
hybrid that's slightly more 
lethal. At this rate, a hybrid 
will happen. Hopefully 
people will realize that 
most of this could have 
been avoided. ♦ 

Klara Nizki is a junior 
business major and can be 
reached via e-mail at nkiz- 
ki@aol.com. 

 Letter to the Editor  
United States needs more radicals 
To the editor: 

This is in response to Jeremy Coseo's column ("Radicals bad for America,'' Jan. 
21). Radicals built the United States. If there were no radicals we wouldn't have 
freedom of the press, speech or the right to not have the government search our 
homes without probable cause. Radicals are needed to raise awareness and show 
the other side of issues. Radicals may be exactly what this country needs right 
now. I know I want one. 

Jeff Ingram 
Junior 
Anthropology 
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"Remember the 
Alamo!" That's what 
President George W. 
Bush and the 
Democratic frontrunner 
John Kerry need to 
remember. A recent Fox 
News report announced 
that Sen. Kerry had just 
run a campaign ad in 
New Mexico and 
Arizona where he spoke 
exclusively in Spanish; 
Bush has also done the 
same thing. 

The Southwestern 
states we once fought for 
and claimed as part of 
our nation are slowly 
receding back to their 
Mexican past. Decade 
after decade, millions of 
illegal immigrants have 
crossed the border to 
live and work in this 
country, often returning 
to Mexico after a couple 
of years. It's estimated 
that more than 14 mil- 
lion illegal immigrants 
are in this country right 
now. 

Even though most 
Americans think some- 
thing needs to be done 
about the border, politi- 
cians have continued to 
turn a blind eye because 
it means cheap labor for 
big industries who con- 
tribute to their re-elec- 
tion campaigns. 

But the willing com- 
mitment to run a politi- 
cal ad in Spanish, which 
isn't the national lan- 
guage, does disservice 
and dishonor to all 
Americans who have 
fought for or care about 
our identity as a nation. 
In America, English is 
spoken. 

Apathy continues to 
pervade this country in 
dealing with this issue. 
Most people think it's a 
harmless situation; 
Mexicans are just com- 
ing here for a better 
opportunity and a 
chance at the American 
dream, right? 

If that's what they 
want, then by all means, 
they're welcome to it, 
but there are legal 
processes that they're 
supposed to follow. The 
requirements of legal 
entry and citizenship is 
ignored by the vast 
majority of Mexican 
immigrants; after all, it's 
just too easy for them to 
come illegally and not 
have to worry about any 
severe consequences if 
they're caught. 

For generations 
immigrants have come 
to America from all over 
the world for the chance 
to be an American and 
share in the fruits of our 
democracy. But the pres- 
ence of all the illegal 
immigrants throws dirt 

in the eyes of those who 
have come here legally, 
and our country as a 
whole. 

America is a sover- 
eign nation, not some 
pit-stop where people 
from other countries 
can come freely, make a 
little money, and then go 
back to their own coun- 
try again. 

Bush and Kerry are 
aiding in an invasion 
that will split this coun- 
try apart. There'll be the 
English-speaking 
America and the 
Spanish-speaking 
America if this conces- 
sion to illegal immigra- 
tion continues. 

Gen. Santa Anna 
must be smiling in the 
afterlife at the fact that 
what he couldn't accom- 
plish by force is being 
accomplished so easily 
and without much resis- 
tance. 

Bush and Kerry make 
these ads for the pur- 
pose of winning the 
Latino vote. If selling 
our country's heritage 
for the sake of a few 
votes is something a 
politician is willing to 
do, they don't need to be 
in office in the first 
place. 

Nobel Prize-winning 
author Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn once said, 
"A people which no 
longer remembers has 
lost its history and its 
soul." 

Our history is half 
forgotten, and our elect- 
ed officials don't seem 
up for preserving what's 
left. All that's left, then, 
is our soul, which is suf- 
fering from a lack of 
being exercised. We can 
break up terrorist 
nations and remove dic- 
tatorships in lands far 
from our own, but we 
can't recognize and pre- 
serve something as sim- 
ple as our national lan- 
guage. 

Davy Crocket and 
Jim Bowie need to be 
remembered for what 
they stood for and the 
ultimate sacrifice they 
made for this country 
before a new generation 
is left to fight the same 
fight they once did. ♦ 

Jeremy Coseo is a 
sophomore journalism 
major and can be reached 
via e-mail at 
jdc3g@mtsu.edu. 

E-mail letters to the editor to 

slopinio@mtsu.edu. Include your name. 

classification and major. 



LIVING 
6 ♦ SIDELINES Wednesday. February 4. 2004 Murfreesboro, Tenn. 

Jllurfreesiboro'tf 
oton 

fjtsitorital 
pub 

Local bar's business 
prosperous year-round 
By Trey Porter 
Staff Writer 

Trendy bars come and go. 
It's tough to stay in business 

in a college town. 
Becoming the "hot spot" and 

keeping that appeal alive and 
well is hard to do for most 
places. 

"It's very difficult getting 
started and trying to attract a 
customer base," Pelham 
McMurry, a local bar owner 
who is in the processes of get- 
ting his business underway, 
says. 

Establishing an image and 
keeping it is a dream for a lot of 
local bars. To have that base and 
go out and get new customers 
while keeping the old is a feat 
that few businesses accomplish. 

The Gentlemen lim's on East 
Main Street seems to be the 
exception. 

"There are always five cars in 
the parking lot," E.J. Baldwin, 
Jim's son, says. 

(ientlemen lim's, commonly 
referred to as simply as "Jim's" 
by locals, has been a fixture 
around the campus bar scene 
for over 20 years. 

The building has quite a his- 
tory. 

It started out as a gas station. 
Then, it became a bar called 

the   Fillin'  Station   before   it 

changed   owners   to   become 
known as Uiddly's. 

The local businessman and 
legend, known as Gentlemen 
Jim, purchased the bar in the 
early 1980s. 

For a short time, the bar con- 
tinued to operate under its old 
name, Diddly's, before changing 
to E.J.'s and then its current 
name. 

"There was red shag carpet 
all over the walls and floor when 
we first got the place," Baldwin 
recalls. 

Jim's has seen an array of 
atmosphere changes in its day. 
At one time, there was a raised 
dance floor, as well as a stripper 
pole (complete with strippers.) 

Now patrons enjoy the one- 
of-a-kind second level it offers. 
One can be upstairs without 
really being secluded. 

Even on Christmas day, there 
are at least five cars there. Jim's 
seems to have a way of crossing 
all the barriers and attracting 
everyone. 

"I wanted to have a drink on 
Christmas, and there was no 
question about where I was 
going to go," Brandon Liggett, a 
sophomore business major, 
recalls. 

Sophomore marketing 
major Beth Garret, has similar 
feelings. 

"It's my second home," she 

Photos by Meigan Allender | Staff Photographer 

There's rarely a dull moment at Gentlemen Jim's, according to several students and Murfreesboro residents. The 
building on East Main Street has endured much from name changes and new owners - and even a fire. 

says. 
Gentlemen Jim's may be suc- 

cessful, but certainly not lucky. 
Roughly three years ago it burnt 
down. 

When an unruly patron was 
asked to leave on a cold January 
night, the building caught fire 
within an hour. 

The customer had gone out 
back and started a fire to keep 
warm, catching the building on 

fire, Baldwin says. 
Rising from the ashes. 

Gentlemen Jim's has continued 
to be a success in Murfreesboro. 

The great campus location 
combined with the excellent 
drink specials have given this 
bar staying power. 

"There's one thing - you can 
always count on; you will always 
pay a good price for a good 
drink," Baldwin says. 

Whether it's staying power, 
consistency, darts or just good 
atmosphere, doesn't matter. It 
seems there's something for 
everyone at Jim's. 

"Ten years from now, I want 
to come back to 'G Jim's' and 
have my liquor and remember 
the good times," Wes Selbe, a 
junior marketing major, says. 

"Truthfully, I think it will 
still be here.    I don't see that 

place changing, ever." 
As others continue to strug- 

gle, Jim's seems to thrive. 
It keeps the old crowd, while 

making new friends every day. 
The next time you get thirsty 

driving down East Main Street, 
swing by Jim's. You can't miss 
it* 

Students consider animal adoption 
Pets often bring more trouble than companionship 

Photo by Hiuh Miller | Photo Editor 

Caring for pets during college is challenging for many 
students who are short on time and residential space. 

By Petroula Makrinakis 
Staff Writer 

Dog or cat? Small or large? Male or 
female? There are many things to consider 
before adopting a pet. 

Some decisions are easy - like what to 
name it. Others may be more difficult, such 
as what breed to get. In any case, owning a 
pet entails responsibilities, especially if the 
owner is a student. 

"Students don't live in a stable environ- 
ment" Pennie Jekot, director of the Humane 
Alliance of Rutherford County, says. When 
someone adopts or purchases a pet, they're 
making a commitment. 

"Maintaining a long term relationship 
with the animal [is the commitment]," Jekot 
says. 

Because students aren't settled in their 
residences and don't have enough free time, 
it makes properly caring for a pet very diffi- 
cult, Jekot explains. 

"One student passes the pet to another," 
Jekot says. 

This makes it very difficult for the pet to 
find stability, she says. 

Students present unique challenges to 
owning a pet. Each student experiences 
these challenges in various ways. 

"Not being there for long periods of time 
is the hardest thing about baving a pet and 
being a student," Angela Mullin, a senior 
sociology major, says. 

Mullin shares her home with two pup- 
pies. 

"When they are little, they demand so 

much time," Mullin says. 
When she is at school, she lets her pup- 

pies run around the house, she says, but 
sometimes she finds a big mess when she 
returns. 

Staci Moore, a senior journalism major, 
has 17 cats. 

"They are such a big part of my life - 
they don't cause any conflict," Moore, who 
was a veterinary technician for three years. 

Not being there 
for long periods 
of time is the 
hardest thing 

about having a 
pet 

and being a 
student. 

Angela Mullin 
Senior 
Sociology major 

says. 
This helps her take better care of her 

pets. 
"They are really well behaved," she says. 
When Moore's pets behave well, it makes 

owning them an enjoyable and carefree 
experience. 

Owning a pet in an apartment presents 
different challenges than owning a pet in a 
home. 

"Not having a back yard makes it diffi- 
cult to care for pets," Emma Parker, a senior 
philosophy major who lives in an apart- 
ment with two dogs, says. 

"They often bark at the neighbors," she 
adds. 

Money is something else to think about 
when considering whether or not to get a 
pet. 

From the type of food they eat to the 
exercise they get, pet health varies with each 
pet and owner, according to the "Science 
Diet Guide to the ABCs of Puppy Care." 

"They cost a lot of money to take care 
of," Parker'says. 

Nutrition, grooming, and regular veteri- 
nary care play an important role in the 
health of your pet, The Science Diet guide 
explains. 

Once a pet owner learns to cope with the 
responsibility of owning a pet, it becomes a 
major part of the home, Moore explains. 

"It's their home, they just let me stay 
there," Moore says.4 
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Because of a combination 
of anger at the Recording 
Industry Association of 
America, which is walking all 
over our legal rights, and my 
inbox being empty, I've 
decided to go on a tirade 
about some of the new laws 
being passed. 

These laws have been 
passed under the guise that 
lawmakers are trying to crack 
down on illegal online theft, 
or protecting us from terror- 
ists, but the laws only exist to 
remove certain key freedoms. 

As an upstanding citizen 
and computer programmer, I 
feel it is my duty to pass 
along what I've learned 
about these laws. 

Let me first cover what the 
RIAA is doing. 

The recording industry is 
hemorrhaging hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year 
from lowered Compact Disk 
sales. This is horrible from a 
business standpoint and it 
means less money (in gener- 
al) for not just artists per- 
forming these songs but also 
the writers of the songs. 

Obviously something 
must be done, but what? 

The RIAA has decided to 
do massive suings to stop 
downloaders. This just does- 
n't make sense to me. Why is 
the recording industry alien- 
ating customers? Why are 
they making enemies where 
they should be making 
friends? 

I could go on and on with 
questions and ^possible 
answers, and fans.of mine, 
know that I already have. 
Check Sidelines archives for a 
previous article I wrote on 
the topic of downloading 
digital rights. 

It is horrible that the 
RIAA is trying to take money 
from a bunch of poor college 
kids, but I'm appalled at the 
Digital Millenium 
Copyrights Act and the U.S. 
Patriot Act. If you are unfa- 
miliar with these laws let me 
explain how diabolical they 
are, especially when they are 
combined. 

The DMCA says that any 
circumvention of digital 
media is illegal. This may 
sound reasonable until you 
hear an example. 

I use Linux, which is in a 
totally open source and free 
operating system. Before I 
got a digital video disk player 
I would use my computer to 
watch DVDs, but DVD play- 
er manufacturers would not 
make Linux-compatible 
players. 

So, some hackers got 
together and found a way to 
decode a DVD and made 
their own player. 

This code, of course, was 
illegal and these people were 
taken to court and sued. 
Before they were told to take 
the code down from their 
Web site, people downloaded 
it and memorized it, a la 
Fahrenheit 451. 

Progress couldn't be 
stopped. Now you can buy T- 
shirts with the code on them. 
A funny thing about that, 
though, is that since you are 
spreading a way to circum- 
vent a copyright, you can still 
be sued - you might even be 
seen as a terrorist according 
to the Patriot Act. 

As such, you would lose 
certain rights. If you are sus- 
pected of being a terrorist 
you can be held forever with- 
out being given the right to 
talk to an attorney or even be 
charged with a crime. 

Some of you might be say- 
ing that I'm an alarmist. That 
this could never happen in 
our little Boro. On the other 
hand, the RIAA has just 
issued a subpoena for a stu- 
dent's name here at MTSU* 

Send computer questions to 
jh2f@mtsu.edu. 

Cornell alumnus develops coffee alternative 
By Katy Bishop 
Cornell Daily Sun 

(U-W1R1    III! \( A. N.Y. 
It's 3:37 a.m. on the night before 
a final, and despite the empty 
coffee cups littering the desk, 
your eyelids arc losing then bat 

Been There, 
Done That? 

tie  with  gravity. Suddenly ... 
thump, your head hits the note- 
book, and you wake up bleary 
eyed and screwed in the morn 
ing. 

lor students and others who 
want a drink with a high-pow- 
ered caffeine kick, BAWLS 
Guarana, a high-caffeine soft 
drink created by Hoby Buppert 
'95, offers an alternative to col 
tee. 

"1 have always been a big Ian 
of caffeine, but the smell of cof- 
fee makes me sick," said 
Buppert, who came up with the 
idea for BAWLS when he was 
traveling in Europe over winter 
break during his senior year in 
Cornell's School of Hotel 
Management. "I noticed in 
Europe that they had a lot of 
high-caffeine energy drinks. I 
thought they tasted terrible but 
that the idea was really interest- 
ing." 

When he got back to Cornell, 
Buppert asked his adviser, 
Christopher Muller, if he could 
do a business plan for his idea as 
an independent study. Muller 
said yes, and Buppert set to 
work. 

"When the entrepreneurial 
bug catches someone, you can 
tell," said Muller, who taught at 
Cornell for 16 years and is now 
an associate professor for the 

Rosen School of Hospitality 
Management at the University 
of Central Florida in Orlando. 
"It becomes an all-encompass 
mg flame, a fire that kind of 
consumes them. I could tell 
1 loin had that. 1 le was going to 
do this project. The seriousness 
ot his desire, to other people, 
might have looked a little bit 
pie m the sk\, but having been 
entrepreneurial [myself] in the 
past I recognized the look." 

BAWLS got its name one 
night at Rulloff's during 
Buppert s senior year. 

"There are drinks like Red 
Bull, Flying Tiger that use 
aggressive animal symbols, so I 
was trying to think of a differ- 
ent, strong name to use,'' said 
Buppert. "One of my friends 
said, Win don't you lust call it 
Balls?' as more ol a joke, but I 
liked it, so I changed the 
spelling and trademarked it." 

BAWLS' caffeine kick comes 
from guarana, a berry that 
grows naturally in the Amazon. 
One 10-ouncc bottle of BAW'I S 
contains the same amount of 
caffeine as a cup to a cup and a 
half of coffee. It tastes like a"cit- 
rusy cream soda" according to 
Buppert, and each cobalt-blue 
bottle costs between SI and 
SI.50. 

When he was growing up in 

Baltimore, Md., his parents 
called him "Hobarama," the 
name he eventually gave to his 
company, because he was always 
starting businesses. 

BAWLS wasn't Buppert's first 
business venture. From a lawn- 
cutting business to importing 
small items like puka shell neck- 
laces and decorated wooden 
boxes from the Philippines at 
age 13, Buppert was always an 
entrepreneur. 

When the time came to 
apply for college, Buppert knew 
that he wanted to go to 
Cornell's hotel school, and it 
was the only place to which he 
applied. 

He continued his lifelong 
interest in business at Cornell, 
where his favorite class was on 
entreprencurship, taught by 
David BenDaniel, the Berens 
Professor of Entreprencurship 
in the lohnson Craduate School 
of Management. 

"He was a very personable 
young man," BenDaniel said, 
"hard-charging and proactive. It 
is no surprise to me that he has 
been successful." 

While he was a student at 
Cornell, Buppert played polo, 
belonged to Alpha Delta Phi 
and participated in hotel school 
activities - "when I wasn't at 
Rulloff's," he said with a laugh. 

In fact, Buppert met his wife 
Christina, also a graduate of the 
hotel school in '95, at Rulloff's. 
She is now Hobarama's vice 
president. 

"He was a very social, very 
energetic young man with an 
easy smile and lots of friends," 
Muller said. "When Hoby 
walked in - he must've been 
about 19 or 20 - I could just tell 
that something was going to 
happen to him. He had that 
entrepreneurial drive." 

During October of 1995, the 
fall after he graduated with a 
degree in finance from the hotel 
school, Buppert decided to pur- 
sue his BAWLS business plan. 

Buppert got a loan to begin, 
and he called his former advisor 
Muller for advice. At times he 
ran into resistance because of 
his young age, but he also feels 
that it helped him succeed. 

"It helps in that you're will- 
ing to try things in a new way," 
Buppert said. "You haven't been 
trained yet about what's right or 
wrong. It also helps because you 
have perseverance; you're not as 
easily discouraged." 

Today, BAWLS distributes in 
32 states and is available online. 
The company will be introduc- 
ing its first new product, 
Guaranexx, a sugar-free version, 
this spring. ♦ 

Tell us 
Sidelines 

898-2816 

Need to get the word ou 
about something 

going on on campus? 
Send upcoming campus events to slfeatur@mtsu.edu. 



MT Men's Basketball 
Next Game Feb. 5 
Blue Raiders 
at Western Kentucky 
Tip-off at 7 p.m. SPORTS 

MT Women's Basketball 
Next Game Feb. 5 
Western Kentucky 
at Murphy Center 

Tip-off at 2 p.m. 
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Tennis squad falls to Arkansas-Little Rock 
By Brad Jameson 
Staff Writer 

The Blue Raider tennis team fell 5-2 to the 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock Saturday in 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Middle Tennessee (0-2) won the doubles 
point but lost five of six singles matches to the 
No. 75 Trojans, including three that carried into 
three sets. 

MT's No. 46 doubles team of Brandon Allan 
and Kai Schledorn defeated the UALR team of 
Mark Edney and Alexei Poutchinets 8-5. Rishan 
Kuruppu and Andreas Siljestrom also won their 
match 8-6 over Trojans Jarrad Bunt and Mithun 
Murali. These two teams were also the doubles 
winners from the last contest against the 
University of Indiana. 

The only Blue Raider doubles team that did 
not win its match was the No. 30 duo of Kirk 
Jackson and Trevor Short, who lost 8-6 to 
UALR's Bastian Faisst and Sebastian Falk. 

The Blue Raiders won one of six singles 
matches, Kuruppu's two-set victory over Bunt at 
No. 6,6-2, 7-5. 

Faisst qukklv  defeated Blue Raider Trevor 
Short at No. 1 6-1, 6-2. At No. 2. MT's Kirk 
lackson took Falk to three -.els. winning the first 
6-3 but dropping the next two 6-4, 6-3. 
Siljestrom did the same at No. 3, winning the 
first set 7-5 against Poutchinets before losing the 

last two 6-4,6-4. 
At No. 4, I 'AI R's David Baxendine defeated 

Blue Raider Anant Sitaram in two sets 6-4, 6-4. 
No. 5 was another three-set battle, with MT's 
Schledorn losing the first to Mithun Murali 7-5, 
then winning the second 6-4 and finally drop- 

ping the final set 10-8 in a tiebreaker. 
"I am very disappointed with the loss," MT 

coach Dale Short told goblucraiders.com. "I felt 
like we were more talented, but we have some 
guys who are not used to the team environment 
and we're just not getting the job done when we 
need to." 

MT returns to Murfreesboro to host two 
Saturday home matches against No. 52-ranked 
Louisville and Belmont at the Racquet Club of 
Murfreesboro.4> 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE MEN'S TENNIS 

The Men's Tennis team 
play against 

Louisville Feb. 7 at 11 a.m. 
and Belmont at 6 p.m. 

Nationally ranked, locally unknown 
By Colby Sledge 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Manon Kruse is perhaps the most 
unassuming star athlete at Middle 
Tennessee. 

She plays an individual sport in a 
team format, a sport in which 100 
fans is considered a huge crowd. 

At 5-feet-10-inches, no one is 
going to automatically label her as an 
athlete, much less one who carries a 
three-year national ranking in her 
sport. 

Yet one would think the senior 
from Hamm, Germany, would get a 
little more attention, considering she 
has almost single-handedly made MT 
women's tennis a nationally respected 
program. 

"We owe a lot to her," MT women's 
head coach Randy Holden said. "She's 
probably the most talented kid I've 
ever been around." 

Kruse came to MT after former 
head coach David Thornton sent her a 
letter of recruitment in her junior year 
of high school. Kruse also received a 
letter from an unspecified school in 
Iowa, but the commitment shown by 
Thornton led her to become a Lady 
Raider. 

"He [Thornton] called me, and we 
talked on the phone, he sent me e- 
mails, I sent him e-mails, and there 
was a lot more communication," 
Kruse said. 

Kruse also came to MT to study 
business in the United States because 
of the high unemployment rate in 
Germany. Even so, she only intended 
to come over for a semester before 
returning. Now, she's working on her 
Master of Business Administration. 

"I just liked college tennis more 
than 1 thought I would and that's why 
I stayed," Kruse said. 

When Kruse began her first season 
at MT in 2000-2001, she had trouble 
adjusting to the hard court, which 
may have attributed to the ankle 
injury she suffered in the fall that lim- 
ited her to just six matches. In 
Germany, Kruse had always played on 
carpeted surfaces or clay, which pro- 
vide more cushion underfoot than 
American hard courts. 

After surgery to remove a bone 
fragment from her right ankle, Kruse 
recorded a 12-9 singles record in the 
spring while playing at the No. 1 posi- 
tion the entire season, something else 
she hadn't dealt with before. 

"Usually, when you play a tourna- 
ment [in Germany), you would play 
maybe two rounds against people 
who were not very good, so you didn't 
have to worry about it too much," 
Kruse said. "But here, every time I had 
to try to play at a very high level. At 
the beginning it was kind of hard for 
me to be that consistent." 

The biggest adjustment Kruse had 
to make to American collegiate tennis, 
however, wasn't a matter of court sur- 
faces or consistency. It was a matter of 
dishonesty. 

"[In Germany], if my opponent 
disagrees [with a call|, then we get the 
referee, and he says 'OK, repeat the 
point,'" Kruse said. "Here, if the refer- 
ee doesn't see it and the other person 
called it, then there's no way you can 
complain about it. You can't get the 
point. As a consequence, a lot of peo- 
ple in college tennis cheat." 

Kruse has adjusted, however, and is 
currently ranked No. 54 in singles by 
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association, 
the governing body of collegiate ten- 
nis. Kruse finished last season at No. 
58 in singles and finished No. 43 in 
2002, the highest end of season singles 
ranking for a Lady Raider in school 
history. 

Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer 

MT senior Trevor Short lunges for a shot 
against Indiana University Jan. 24. 

Super Bowl 
should award 
two MVP's 

Photo by Sieve Cross  | Chief Photographer 

MT senior Manon Kruse is ranked No. 54 in the nation among women's collegiate tennis players. 

Her doubles play with partner 
Stacy Varncll, however, signaled the 
beginning of the rise ot MT women's 
tennis. Kruse and Varnell began play 
ing together in the tall ol 2000, where 
they advanced to the finals of the 
Indiana Fall Invitational. After Kruse 
recovered from her injury, she and 
Varncll were named to the All-Sun 
Belt Conference team in the spring 
after going 14-10, including wins over 
ranked opponents from the 
University of Vanderbilt and the 
University of Alabama-Birmingham. 

The following season, Kruse and 
Varnell became the first tennis Lady 
Raiders to attend the NCAA Singles 
and Double Championships, where 
they won their first-round match 
against   Fresno   State   University's 

Debbie Larocque and Maja Mlaker 
before tailing in the second round. 
The duo returned a year later, losing 
in the first round to No. 3 Sarah Riske 
and Alex Tsoubanos of Vanderbilt 
University. 

Kruse also played in the singles 
bracket both seasons, losing in the 
fust round each time.The importance 
of getting to the tournament, howev- 
er, overshadowed the pair's early exits. 

"It's always been pretty much a 
regional program," Holden said. "Now 
we have Manon and Stacy and Manon 
in singles, and they were the first kids 
ever from Middle Tennessee to be 
nationally ranked and obviously go to 
the NCAA Tournament. All of a sud- 
den, we're going to the NCAA tourna- 
ment with individuals, and now the 

rest of the team expects the same 
thing." 

Kruse has been forced to adjust her 
doubles game this season after playing 
with Varncll for the last three years. 
Kruse now plays with senior Carien 
Venter, whose finesse and location is 
much different from the power and 
speed of Varnell's game. 

"With Stacy, she was kind ot 
preparing the balls, and I just had to 
finish what she was preparing," Kruse 
said. "With Carien, it's more ot both 
of us at the net, and we both have to. 
work together." 

So far this season, the combination 
has worked. Kruse and Venter entered 
the season ranked No. 30 in the nation 

See Kruse, 9 

Sports commentary 

Jon Lettcvv 
Staff Columnist 

There were several injustices at Super 
Bowl XXXVIII in Houston Sunday. 

Two weeks of hype, escalating ticket 
prices and the ever-obvious illegal use of 
the hands penalty that wasn't called on 
Justin Timbcrlakc are just a few of the 
examples. 

However, the biggest injustice of all 
surrounding the Super Bowl last Sunday 
was the selection of the MVP. 

While Tom Brady did everything he 
needed to do to win on Sunday (and much 
more), the real most valuable members of 
the Patriots are the seven members of the 
offensive line. 

Sure, Brady threw for 354 yards and 32 
completions in 48 attempts. He even threw 
for three touchdowns and led the Patriots 
downfield with just more than a minute to 
set up the game-winning field goal by 
Adam Vinatieri. However, none of this 
would have been possible if not for the 
unheralded men in the trenches. 

All week long, fans and observers were 
informed about the dominating defensive 
line of the Carolina Panthers. 

With the sheer size of defensive tackles 
Brentson Buckner and Kris Jenkins, as well 
as the pass-rushing abilities of ends Julius 
Peppers and Mike Rucker, the Carolina 
defense was sure to shut down the New 
England offense. 

However, the Patriots dominated the 
game behind the blocking of left tackle 
Matt Light, left guard Russ Hochsteinv 

center Daniel Koppcn. right guard Joe 
Andru//i, right tackle Tom Ashworth and 
tight ends Christian Fauria and Daniel 
Graham. 

New England gained 127 rushing yards 
on 35 attempts, all ot which contributed to 
the huge gap in time of possession. 

Due in large part to the efforts of the 
offensive line, the Patriots were able to 
control the ball for nearlv twice as long as 
the Panthers (38:58 to 21:02). 

Even more impressive than this lop- 
sided statistic is the fact that the Patriots 
did not allow a single sack during the 
entire 2004 postseason. 

Not one missed assignment in three 
playoff games. 

Not a single defensive player who crept 
through the line on a passing play in 180 
minutes of play. 

Not even a slip-up on the torn-up tun- 
dra at Gillette Stadium in New England. 

While Brady and Vinatieri tound them- 
selves in the spotlight kissing the 
Lombardi Trophy, the members of the 
Patriot offensive line were quietly winning 
the second world championship in three 
years for the franchise. 

Several people doubted the offensive 
line's abilities all season, but New England 
offensive coordinator Charlie Weis was 
quick to defend them. 

'We've been hearing the whole playoffs 
how crummy we are.'' Weis told 
SuperBowl.com. "How we're ilist a bunch 
of bums on the offensive line that aren't 
any good. Did they allow any sacks today? 
OK, so they had a sackless postseason, so 
let's give the offensive line their due." 

Here's hoping next year's big game is 
every bit as exciting as this one. and these 
"bums" get the credit they rightfully 
deserve.4 
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Kruse: Leads team in victories 
Continued from 8 

and earned preseason Sun Belt 
Conference honors. They are 1-1 
this season, having lost their last 
match against the University of 
Kentucky's Sarah Foster and Aibika 
Kalsarieva 8-5 on Jan. 24. 

Kruse got revenge in singles play, 
however, when she upended No. 23 
Kalsarieva 6-1, 6-2 for her first vic- 
tory over a ranked opponent this 
season. 

Both Kruse and Holden were 
reluctant to set goals for Kruse's 
final season in collegiate tennis, not 
for fear of falling short of expecta- 
tions, but instead because of Kruse's 
already demanding self-discipline. 

"We've talked about goals in a 
very vague sense ever since she's 
been here because she puts a lot of 
pressure on herself," Holden said. 
"With her, 1 don't have to worry 
about effort and motivation. She 
wants to do the best she can." 

Her best may turn out to be the 
best MT has ever seen, if it isn't 
already. 

"She is by far the best athlete I 
have ever coached, and with that 
No. 1 status she is by far the most 
team-oriented player I have had," 
Holden said. 

And maybe now, she's a little 
more noticeable as well.* 

Sports Briefs 
News from around Middle Tennessee 

Compiled by Jon Leflfew, Katy 
Hamlett and Colby Sledge 

Staff Writers 

Women's Rugby faces VU Saturday 

This Saturday the Middle Tennessee 
Lady Moose rugby squad will attempt 
their third win in a row against 
Vanderbilt University. The. match 
marks MT's second game playing 
under collegiate regulations and will 
determine eligibility for the USA 
Rugby South Championships. 

Both teams lost several long-time 
veterans to graduation in December, 
meaning many rookies will most likely 
see playing time. 

The game is at the pitch across from 
Slick Pig and next to the old Faces 
building. Kickoff is at noon. 

Softball picked to finish fourth in SBC 

The Middle Tennessee Softball team 
was picked to finish fourth in the Sun 

Belt Conference in an SBC coaches' 
poll last week. 

The University of Louisiana- 
Lafayette was the unanimous choice to 
finish first, followed by Florida 
International University and Western 
Kentucky University. ULL received all 
six first-place votes. 

Last season the Lady Raiders fin- 
ished with a 33-21 record and an 8-8 
conference record. Senior shortstop 
Cortney Mitchell was named Sun Belt 
Newcomer of the Year and First-Team 
All-Conference last year. 

The Lady Raiders open the 2004 
season at home with a doubleheader 
against Alabama State University Feb. 
15. 

Track members honored, recognized 

Several members of the Middle 
Tennessee track team have been hon- 
ored in the past week. 

Pedro Holiday and Rosemary 
Okafor were both named Sun Belt 

track performers of the week last week 
after excelling at the Blue Raider 
Invitational. 

Okafor contin- 
ued    to    impress 
during the Middle 
Tennessee  Classic 
on Saturday, as she 
ran an NCAA pro- 
visional time in the 
400 meters while 
winning the event 

In addition to 
these awards, sen- 
ior Mardy Scales 
was named fourth 

in the nation in the 60-meters by 
Trackwire this week. 

Scales and the MT men's 1600- 
meter relay team were also named to 
Trackwire's Dandy Dozen list last week, 
which is a power ranking of individuals 
in each NCAA track event.^ 

Okafor 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Sales 

JOHN MAYER. 3 Concert tick- 
ets for sale. Mid-south Coliseum, 

Memphis, TN Feb. 28, 2004. 
7:30pm. $135 or best offer. 
Section T-N Row 14 Seats 1-3 
email rbk2b@mtsu.edu if inter- 
ested. 

Hippe stick holder for sale! 
Brand new Gator black hard- 
shell acoustic guitar case. Never 
been used. $50. Contact Katie 
504-296-2509. 

1968 Ford Mustang for sale. 
Great condition, new engine,. 3- 
speed. $8000 obo. 423-902-0401 

03' Honda Civic Ex Coupe. 5 
spd. 4k, power windows, door- 
locks, mirror sunroof, remote 
keyless entry, am/fm, CD, 
Loaded. Must sell, bought anoth- 
er car. Blk/Blk Call 931-607- 
9077. Iv.msg.$ 15,700. obo. 

Sociology. A Down to Earth 

Approach 6th Edition textbook 
for sale. Good condition. Selling 
for $45. Call 615-898-3484. 

Very nice computer desk/stand 
for sale! Excellent condition, 
approx 4' tall with raised levels 
for monitor, tower, and printer. 
$40 obo. Contact Allison at 
(423)506-1197 or 
alc2q@mtsu.edu. 

Microphone, AKG CIOOOS. 
Condenser, w/ hard case $ 115 
call 867-9051 

Guitar Amp-Fender Bassman 50 
Vintage tube tone 1973. $325 
Call 867-9052. 

Beautiful halter style beaded 
wedding dress. Size 10. Includes 
Underskirt, tiara veil, shoes size 
6 1/2, caketopper, flowerbasket, 
ring pillow, feather pen set, bub- 
bles, and ring treasure box All 
$500. Call 653-8401. 

Leather Harley Davidson Jacket 
size large. Flame embroidered 
sleeves and eagle on back 
"Harley Davidson" "Live to 
Ride" also on back $250. Also 
Leather Harley Davidson Chaps. 
Size Med.Worn twice. $250 653- 
8401. 

Motorola V60i silver flip phone. 
Use with AT&T. Includes house 
charger, car charger, belt clip, 

hands-free handset, and navy 
face plates. Call 653-8253. $80 
obo. 

Slightly used Canon Rebel 2000 
SLR camara. $200 Call Micah 
554-0390. 

*03 Honda Civic EX coupe. 4 K, 
pw, pd, sunroof, spoiler, alloy 
wheels, am/fm, CD, blk/blk. 
bought new car, must sell. 
$15,700 obo. 931-607-9077. 
Leave message. 

Kurtzwell SP76 digital stage 
piano. $450 obo. 615-403-7002. 

Formal Dresses - 3 available blue 
satin, silver spagetti strap and 

black sequence & beads, sizes 6 
8 $25-50 call 931-607-9077. 

Services 

Give your special lady a gift that 
is unique and memorable. Have 
Phi Mu Alpha sing a list of songs 
we have available. Singing will 
take place on Friday. Feb. 13, 
2004. $10 for a small ensemble. 
$20 for a large ensemble. For 
more info, contact Phi Mu Alpha: 
sinfonia@mtsu.edu, 615-849- 
7687 or 615-653-0050. 

New online classifieds for MTSU 
students! Post yourAds free of 
charge with optional photo 
upload, www.campusfair.org 

Two Men and a Van. No job too 
small. Just give us a call. 615-631 - 
7185. 

Need Money Fast? Refunds 24 
Hrs. or less. Call Integral Tax 
217-3044. Ask about our student 
discounts. Walk-ins welcome. 

ATTORNEY 
Christine Barrett 

890-1300 
320 West Main St, Suite 121, 

Murfreesboro.TN 37130 
Visa/MasterCard 

Accepted 

Career 

Are you interested in earn- 
ing your PhD? Would you like 
to have your own personal 
research mentor? Would you 
like to recieve funding while 
conductig research? Are you 
interested in preparation for 
graduate studies? If you 
answered yes to the above ques- 
tions, please contact the MTSU 
McNair Scholars Program. 
The McNair Program is located 
in Midgett 103. Our staff would 
like to tell you more about our 
distinguished program. 
Information may also be found 

a t 
http^/www.mtsu,edu/--mcnair/ 

Internships 

Do you need to prepare 
for graduate school? To 
qualify, student has to be a 
low-income/first generation 
or underrepresented student 
with a desire to achieve earn- 
ing a PhD. Have a 2.8 GPA 
and 60 earned credit hours 
by May 2004. For more infor- 
mation, contact the MTSU 
McNair Scholars Program 
located in Midgett 103 or call 

904-8462 for more informa- 
tion. 

Employment 

Local Accounting firm is in need 
of a marketing rep to set up 
appointments and make presen- 
tations to prospective clients. 
You will be the first point of 
contact with the potential 
client 15-20 hrs/week 75% 
appointment setting, 25% pre- 
sentations. Required skills: 
Excellent communication & 
presentation skills. Setf-starter 
who works on own initiative. 
Fast learner, previous sales/mar- 
keting experience preferred. 

Training provided. Base pay and 
generous commission structure. 
Fax resumes with salary expec- 
tations to 217-3043 or 
jobs@integral-solutions.com 

$800 Weekly Guaranteed 
Stuffing envelopes. Send a self- 
addressed stamped emvelope 
to SCARAB marketing. 28 E. 
Jackson, 10th Floor Suite 938. 
Chicago. Illinois 60604. 

St Marks United Methodist 
Student Ministry, 1267 N. 
Rutherford Blvd., is looking for 
a part-time "Praise & Worship" 
leader- approximately 10 
hrs/week Wed. &Sundays. $ 10 
per hour. Interested parties may 
contact Rev. Kirk Dana at 893- 
5271 or kdana@comcastnet 

Positions available for energetic 
people who want to be part of 
something big and have money 
to prove it! Both undergrad and 
grad. students accepted for 
both part and full-time posi- 
tions. Email is best amcke- 
via@yahoo.com Or 615-898- 
3369. 

PAT help needed for student w/ 
at least 2 yrs designing web 

site/domains. Must have in- 
depth knowledge of EFT (PP). 
shopping carts , linking, Java, 
some script, online stores, 
HTML placement, etc. About 
12-15 hrs/wk flexible work 
schedule. Call Brad at 
AIIAboutYou. 867-5077. 

Bartender Trainees 
Needed! 
#250 a day potential. Local 
positions. 1800-293-3985 ext 
305. 

Make Money taking Online 
Surveys 
Earn $ 10-$ 125 for Surveys. 
Earn $25-$250 for Focus 
Groups. Visit www.cash4st.u- 
dents.com/mmtsu 

Business opportunity: 
Independent Representatives 
needed to market local phone 
service, a $400 billion dollar 
industry, set your own hours, 
decide how much you want to 
make, be your own boss. Call 
Justin @ 904-2498. 

Looking for Full-part time night 
job. Super 8 in La Vergne. 1-24 
Exit 64 25 mins. from MTSU is 
now hiring for front desk associ- 
ate. Hours are 11 pm - 7 am. 

Great pay and excellent benefits. 
Please apply in person!! Now 
hiring immediately!! 

Opportunities 

Guitarists & Drummer needed 
to tour with nationally success- 
ful rock band. Influences include 
Rage, Foo Fighters, Deftones. 
Call 615-340-9500 for more 
info. 

LOCAL BANDS Murfreesboro 
Official Music Website is seek- 
ing jazz bands. All other bands 
are welcome to post their cal- 
enders for free advertisement 
of shows. Contact Shane Leach. 
Email 
boronightlife@bellsouth.net 
Http://clikto/bnl 

Roommate 

Non-Smoker $400/month. All 
bills   included. Cable, Internet, 

pool view. Call Jonathan. 615- 
545-9255. 

20 male looking for a 18-30 
male/female roommate. Apt. is 
1,364 sq/ft private room and pri- 
vate full bath. Last roommate 
skipped town so I needed a 
roommate ASAP Rent is 440 
plus 1/2 utilities. Email me @ 
chie37076@yahoo.com or 
phone 615-337-8593 

Looking for roommate to share 
2-story, 3 bed duplex, just off 
Northfield. 3 min. from campus. 
$250/mo. plus 1/3 utilities. Call 
Jenny or J.P 895-7194 or 579- 
8441 

Attention Females! Looking for 
Roommate. 2BR 2BA apartment 
@ University Courtyard. You 
have your own bedroom and 
bathroom. $485/month, all utili- 
ties included and fully furnished. 
Need roommate ASAP!!! Call 
Lisa @ 646-4906 or Tessa @ 
506-6328 for more info. 

Need Roomate. $325/month 
plus 1/4 utilities. Big house w/ 
washer & dryer. 2 living rooms, 
and yard. Please call Zack 907- 
0767. 

Roomate needed. Condo next 
to campus $250/month. plus 
1/3 utilities and cable Call John 

542-3295. 

Female looking for mature 
female roomate. No pets, smok- 
ing, children. Rent $350 + 1/2 
utilities. Carrington Hills in 
Franklin off 1-65. Have own 
Bedroom, bath, and walk-in'clos- 
et. Gated facility/ security alarm, 
pool, gym, tennis court Please 
email Srigsby@ Jnlcom.com. 
Write apartment as the subject 
Hne. 

Need 2 female roommates to 
share 4 bedroom home 5 miles 
from Sam's. Non-smokers 
$350 mo, call 849-8277 

Pets 

Two Parakeets, cage, toys food, 
and accessories for sale. 
Estimated value $100. For sale 
$50 obo. Call 615-653-8253 or 
email elh2m@mtsu.edu. 

For Rent 

Apt for Rent-Spacious 2 BD 2 

full BA @ Chelsea Place near 
duck pond, running path, and 
pool. $679/ month. Call 867- 
9798. 

This house is reaqdy for your 
new and exciting 2004 spring 
semester at MTSU. Large 2- 
story house. 3 miles from cam- 
pus. 5 spacious rooms for MTSU 
students. $250/month + utilities. 
$350 security deposit Central 
H/A Culligan drinking water. Call 
898-2005 

Room for rent 3 BD/2BA house 
on cul de sac. 2-cat garage, 
washer/dryer, dishwasher, etc. 
$350 utilities. Available for 

Spring semester. Call Seth 615- 
631 -2706 

Brand New 3 BR 2 BA. I  car 

garage, in Eastwood Subdivision. 
All the appliances including 
washer & dryer. $900 plus 
deposit 931-510-5901. 

Walking Horse breeding farm 

between Murfreesboro and 
Levanon. Seeking part-time 
employment. Duties include 
feeding, watering, cleaning sta- 
bles, and help breeding. 
Apartment and utilities included. 
Call Lockhart farms 286-4148. 

Rooms available for rent in a 
Large Farmhouse set on a 450- 
acre farm, with quick and con- 
venient access to all of 
Murfreesboro. Come enjoy a 
house with real fireplaces and 10 
ft tall ceilings. This 4 BR house 
needs two additional roomates 
to reside on the second floor. 
Rent is set at a fixed rate of 
$290/ month, which includes 
water and electricity. Free rent 
for the current month of Jan. 
with payment of refundable 
depositThis is a great house just 
waiting for you to make it our 
houme. Call for more info. 

Adam Wallace 615-397-8243. 

Two or Three BR homes avail, 
near MTSU Campus. Call Wood 
Realit 213-1847 

Duplex-Historic area-Beautiful I 
BR, CH/A. Hardwood floors, 
high ceilings, $450 per month 
and deposit Utilities and appli- 
ances included. No Pets. 895- 
0075. 

Woodbury duplex 15 min. to 
MTSU-Downtown-Quiet neigh- 
borhood-Lovely 2 BR, CH/A, 
utility room, hardwood floor, 
deck. $500 per month and 
deposit appliances included. No 
Pets 895-0075 

For rent- Brand new duplex 
120-B Fairfax Drive. $850 per 
mo. 3 BR 2 BA available immedi- 
ately Call 335-2869 and leave 
message. 

Pre-Leasing now for Fall 2004 
4 bedrooms starting at $300.00 
month per person 
All-inclusive uolities!! 
University Courtyard Apartments 
1540 New Lascassas Hwy. 
615-907-0600 

Subleasing 

Female Subleaseer wanted @ 
University Courtyard Apt. in a 
4 BD, 4BA.AII utilities paid 
including cable and phone. 
Rent $350/month, but get 1st 
month free. Move in ASAP 
Call Keiana @ 931 -629-1694. 

Room for Rent! Apt. at 
Sterling Unv. is available It is 
furnished, right next to the 
office, game Rm., tanning bed. 

hot tub, & pool site. Move in 
ASAP! Call Megan @ 615- 
426-7292 for details. 

Looking for female sublease 
in a 4 BD 4 BA apt. at 
University Courtyard. 
Includes new carpet, vaulted 
ceilings, dishwasher, washer, 
dryer. Access to pool, gym. 

computer lab. Just I mile 
from campus Call Stephanie 
491-8403 

Female subleaser wanted @ 
Sterling. $330, free tanning, 
24-hour computer lab, game 
room, shuttle to school. 
Great roomates. Willing to 
pay I st months rent. Call 
Melanieat93l-267-695l. 

Female needed. Sterling 
University. 3 Great roomates. 
Includes water, electric, inter- 
net and washer & dryer. Only 
$370/month. Also 24 hr. Gym, 
Comp. lab and Jacuzzi. Free 
tanning. Call now get 1st 
month Free! Tiffany 403-2775. 

I female subleaser needed by 
Jan. Will pay Jan. rent. Getting 
married. Have to move Three 
great roomates. 4BR 4 BA @ 
Raiders Crossing. Call Laura 
@ 904-4125. 

3 Roomates needed to take 
lease over at Sterling Gables. 
$335/month. Pool view! Call 
497-0968.. 

Lost & Found 
Silver cuff Bracelet C initials. 
Lost at band of Champions. 
Reward!! Call collect- 870- 
256-3303. 

Spring Break 

Spring Break. Free food, par- 
ties, & drinks. Best Hotels & 
Lowest prices! Our students 
seen on CBS' 48 hours! 
www.breakerstravel.com 800- 
985-6789. 

#1 Spring Break 
Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica, 
Acapulco, Bahamas, & Florida! 
Best parties, best hotels, best 
prices! Space is limited! Book 
now & save! 1-800-234-007 
www.endlesssummertours.co 
m 

Panama City Beach, Fl 
♦♦SPRING BREAK** 
Bookearly and save $$! 

world's longest Keg Party- 
Free beer all week!! Live band 
& DJ. Wet T-shirt. Hard Body 

& Venus Swimear contest 
Suites up to 12 people, 3 

pools, huge beachfront hot 
tub. lazy river ride, water 

slide, jet skis, parasail. 
Sandpiper-Beacon Beach 

Resort. 
800-488-8828 

www.sandpiperbeacpn-CPrn 

Policies 

Sidelines will be responsible only 
for the first incorrect insertion 
of any classified advertisement 
No refunds will be made for par- 
tial cancellations. Sidelines 
reserves the right to refuse any 
advertisement it deems objec- 
tionable for any reason. 
Classifieds will only be accepted 
on a prepaid basis. Ads may be 

placed in the Sidelines office in 
James Union Building, Room 
310, or faxed to (615) 904-8193. 
For more information call (615) 
904-8154. Ads are not accepted 
over the phone. Ads are free for 
students and faculty. 



10 ♦ Wednesday, February 4.2004 ♦ SIDELINES 

Peck prepares to move in Monday 
By Colby Sledge 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Even though new head vol- 
leyball coach Matt Peck hasn't 
coached a game yet at Middle 
Tennessee, he is already 'brim- 
ming with confidence. 

"I have a system that works 
really well offensively," Peck said 
in a telephone interview yester- 
day. "It's very exciting, but we 
need specific kinds of volleyball 
players and athletes to do it." 

Those volleyball players, in 
Peck's words, have to be "super- 
athletic kids." 

"Some programs would say 
'She's 6 [feet] 3 (inches), let's 
take her,' and she can't move," 
Peck said. "I want mobile kids. I 
want kids who can get from 
point A to point B faster than 
the other team can get there." 

MT has three scholarships 
available this season for Peck to 
recruit players to fit his system. 
He emphasized, however, that 
he doesn't expect too much 
from his players right away. 

"Obviously 1 have to give 
them the opportunity to show 
them some of the things we're 
going to do and for them to 
have the chance to learn it," 
Peck said. 

"There may be a situation 
where somebody can't change 
something. If a senior has a 
habit that is making her a less 
effective player, 1 would be less 
prone to changing that than it it 
was a freshman." 

Peck is only a week removed 
from being named the head 
coach at MT after spending 
nine seasons as head volleyball 
coach at the University of North 

Alabama. Last season he led 
UNA to its eighth consecutive 
NCAA tournament and its first- 
ever NCAA Division II National 
Volleyball Chanfpionship. He 
was named the Division II 
National Coach of the Year by 
the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association in con- 
junction with Tachikara. 

Peck replaces Lisa Kissee, 
whose contract was not 
renewed by the MT athletic 
department after the Lady 
Raiders finished with a 14-18 
record last season. He becomes 
the ninth head coach in the vol- 
leyball program's 27-year histo- 

Given the timing of his hire, 
Peck has had to tell some of his 
potential recruits for UNA 
about his change of schools. 
However, he doesn't expect his 
recruits to have a hard time 
changing schools if they wish. 

"A couple of kids I've talked 
to are going to take a couple of 
weeks to think about it," Peck 
said. "I don't want to say that 
you come to a school for a 
coach ... but there's not that 
much difference going from one 
campus to another if you 
haven't gone to either school 
yet." 

Former UNA assistant vol- 
leyball coach Jeff Motluck will 
be coming to MT as well, which 
Peck fully expected to happen. 

"In most situations, when a 
school hires a head coach, they 
want that coach to have every 
thing he needs to be successful,'' 
Peck said 

"Matt has been a very loyal 
employee to me for 10 years. It 
would be difficult to turn a pro- 

Photo Courtesy MI Media Relations 

New head volleyball coach Matt Peck led North 
Alabama to the 2003 Division II national title. 

Matt Peck: Career 
Statistics 

Record at Wayne State University: 231-135 (11 years) .631 
Record at University of North Alabama: 312-61 (9 years) .836 
Career Collegiate Record: 543-196 (20 years) .735 

Panthers fall short 
of Cinderella season 

Sports commentary 

Brad Jameson 
Staff Columnist 

gram around with someone you 
haven't worked with." 

Peck is still in the process of 
moving with his family from 
Florence, Ala., to Murfreesboro 

and is currently looking for a 
house. He hopes to be on cam- 
pus by Monday. ♦ 

NOTICE 
No washing hair or clothes 

In th6 toilst please. Photo courtesy Enpisk.CMn 

Call in Sports tips. We'll make fewer PSAs. Well all be happy.        898 2816 

I should feel lucky. 
It's not often a football fan 

gets to experience a game like 
this year's Super Bowl. There 
was Panthers quarterback Jake 
Delhomme's record-setting 85- 
yard touchdown pass to take the 
lead. Then we saw Adam 
Vinatieri kick a last-second 41- 
yard field goal to win the Super 
Bowl ... again. And who could 
forget Janet Jackson flashing 
billions of viewers on live televi- 
sion? It's not often this much 
excitement is crammed into one 
game, much less the Super 
Bowl. 

In fact, this might have been 
the best Super Bowl in history. 
It had all the key elements. 

The "Cinderella" Panthers 
won six in a row to reach the 
championship game in which 
they faced the dominant 
Patriots, who had not lost since 
Sept. 28 in the fourth week of 
the season. 

New England quarterback 
Tom Brady provided another 
MVP performance. The fourth 
quarter was the best 15 minutes 
of football the NFL has ever 
produced. 

And then there was 
Vinatieri's winning kick from 
41 yards, almost identical to his 
game-winner in the Patriots' 
victory over the Rams' in Super 
Bowl XXXVI, when Vinatieri 
made a kick from 45 yards as 
time expired to give New 
England a 20-17 victory. 

Yeah, I should feel lucky. 
What's not to love? 

Throughout the entire regu- 
lar season, Carolina fought 
through intensely close chal- 
lenges, usually coming out on 
top. The 14-6 Panthers were 4-1 
in overtime games, and 14 of 
their 20 games were decided by 
6 points or fewer. 

Carolina was there again, 
facing a six-point deficit mid- 
way through the fourth quarter. 
They were backed up on their 

own  15 yard line and faced 
third-and-10. 

Delhomme got the snap, 
scrambled a bit and released a 
bomb that fell right into the 
hands of receiver Muhsin 
Muhammad down the field for 
the longest pass completion in 
Super Bowl history and an 85- 
yard touchdown, giving 
Carolina the 22-21 lead. 

It was the first time the 
Patriots fell behind in a game 
since Nov. 23. 

The Patriots made their next 
touchdown look easy, taking 
back the lead 29-22. 

Delhomme and his offense 
took the field with 2:51 left on 
the clock. The 29-year-old 
quarterback proceeded to lead 
one of the most clutch come- 
back drives ever, completing 
five of six passes for 73 yards, 
including a third-and-eight 12- 
yard completion to receiver 
Ricky Proehl for the touch- 
down. 

With just more than a 
minute left in the game, 
Carolina was tied with New 
England 29-29, and the 
Panthers were feeling good. 

"No doubt," Delhomme said 
on ESPN.com. "It was like we 
had done all season long. We 
had the feeling. We were going 
to win." 

However, like a playground 
bully, the Patriots marched over 
the Panthers into field goal 
range rather easily and stole 
back the game. 

But for a few minutes, things 
couldn't have been better for 
Carolina. The Panthers, a team 
that didn't exist 10 years ago, 
that has had only one winning 
season before this one, was 
competing with a world cham- 
pion and almost took the title 
for themselves. 

So while everyone is raving 
over the possibility of a Patriots 
dynasty, the disappointed 
Panthers slip away into the off- 
season with no shiny new ring 
on their fingers. 

"It's been a great ride," 
Carolina head coach John Fox 
said on ESPN.com. "We just 
came up a little short. We have a 
lot to build on> 

You like 
money. 

We like 
money. 

Let's be friends. 

"We have on the air with us, 
the Sheriff of Rutherford County. 

Sheriff Jones, how has crime affected those 
who live and work in our County?" 

-Bart Walker, host of Action Line 
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Earn valuable experience and 
valuable money as a Sidelines 

advertising representative. 

We are now hiring for summer! 
Come by JUB 310 to apply or call 

898-5240 (or details. 

'The Action Line'  is for those who 
care, 

Weekday Mornings from 8:10 to 9:07 
Only on Murfreesboro's WGNS AM 1450 

It's not your daddy's AM radio... 
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